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you a peaceful holiday season.
Thank you,
CherryRoad Media
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A note from
the publisher

To allow our employees some much deserved
rest, we will not be printing a paper next week.
While there will be no printed edition or e-edi-
tion online, please be sure to check the website
throughout the week. News and events will be
posted for all of our subscribers to keep you in-
formed and updated on community happenings.
We appreciate your continued support and wish
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Lynne Hermansen
Gardner News

A quartet of car-
olers performed 31
Christmas carols and
well-known songs at
Divine Mercy Church
on Dec. 21.

The organization
began in 1977 by four

friends wanting to per-
form madrigal music
and has evolved into an
ensembles of perform-
ers in small groups of
four or five people.

The groups performs
throughout the Kansas
City area.
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Carolers of Note performed 31 Christmas Songs at
Divine Mercy Parish, Thursday, Dec. 21.

County mental health crisis line team moves to bigger space
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Commission Chair Mike Kelly cuts the ribbon for the new Johnson County 988 Cirisis Line Center Space on Tuesday, Dec. 12.

Lynne Hermansen
Gardner News

On Dec. 12, county officials cel-
ebrated Johnson County Mental
Health Center’s crisis line move to
a bigger, more equipped space for
emergency calls.

The new space at the County
Communications Center, 11880 S.
Sunset Dr., Olathe, can withstand
an F-4 tornado and is next door to
the 911 dispatch floor.

The crisis line receives an up-
grade to the infrastructure and
technology supporting the mental
health crisis lines with additional
workstations for growth over time,
county officials said.

“Today is a special day/
Commission Chair Mike Kelly said.
“We get to celebrate the good work
that is being developed and contin-
ues to grow the resources available
to help those most vulnerable in
our community.”

Kelly said the 9-8-8 Suicide and
Crisis Lifeline is a crucial service
for the county.

“Not only is it another opportu-
nity for those who need help to get
that help, but it is an opportunity
to help those that are already in
this building--those 911 dispatch-
ers,” he said. “Providing resources
and collaboration, so that the folks
in Johnson County can get the best
help that they can get.”

Kelly said the county can make
sure the resources can get to peo-
ple in need as quickly and efficient-
ly as possible.

“We have continued to face the
rising challenge of mental health

issues in Johnson County, in the
State of Kansas, through out the
metropolitan region,” he said.

Kelly said the 9-8-8 crisis line
service has already helped so many
people facing a mental health
crisis.

“More than 40,000 calls were an-
swered last year,” he said. “We are
sure that that number is going to
continue to rise. So now that 9-8-8
has a home here, it can be a home
for the 14 full-time employees
and 16 additional employees that
are going to help on an as needed
basis.”

County officials said the new
space provides room for the crisis
line team to grow as call volume
continues to increase in Johnson
County. The team answered over
41,000 calls in 2022, up from
17,000 just five years priorin 2017.

Kelly said those numbers seem
high for the county.

“But then you recognize the pan-
demic was tough,” he said. “The
scars of the pandemic continue to
effect people; not only the physical
scars but the emotional scars that
have lasted from the pandemic. So
we recognize that. Mental health
services is a crucial service. It is
going to continue to become even
more crucial as people accept help.
We know the need has always been
there, but now as we continue to
release that stigma as a communi-
ty, we are going to see more people
are going to be willing to accept
the service.”

Kelly said he was proud of the
county providing another mental
health resource for residents and

the county is working on best the
collaboration between 9-8-8 and
911 responders can evolve.

Kelly said having 30 people staff
the 9-8-8 line will be helpful in sav-
ing lives in Johnson County.

“We are so proud of that,” he said.

Kelly said the county is proud
of the collaborative efforts of the
Johnson County Mental Health
Center, Johnson County Dept. of
Emergency Services, the Johnson
County Sheriff’s Office and the
Johnson County Administrative
and Manager’s offices.

“We know the challenges are go-
ing to continue,” he said. “I am glad
that our mental health department
is a certified mental health cen-
ter and is able to provide primary
services, as well as mental health
services. Continuing to find ways
to partner, collaborate, innovate.
To be able to help those in Johnson
County who need that care.”

Kelly said it is important the
county prioritizes having space for
mental health services.

“The idea that we have folks
that are dedicated to this mental
health service, this mental health
counseling, this mental health cri-
sis intervention right at the front
end of a phone call, it is incredibly
important to us,” he said. “This is
a great step in the right direction,
and obviously not the last step
we will take. I hope that we will
continue to work not only here in
Johnson County, but the metro-
politan region to prioritize texting
for 9-8-8 and continue to innovate
and evolve--be able to meet peo-
ple where they are, where they are

willing to accept help.”

Kelly said making the call is
tough.

“The easier we can make it for
folks, the more lives we are going
to save,” he said.

Kelly said it is important for the
9-8-8 crisis center to have a perma-
nent location because when there
is an opportunity for them to be a
better resource for 911 responders
the proximity will be beneficial.

Director of Emergency Services
Paul Davis said the day was a cel-
ebration and milestone toward
a “collective journey toward a
healthier and more compassionate
Johnson County.”

“l am pleased we gather here
today as we mark the opening of
the 9-8-8 call center in the county
communications center--a signifi-
cant step forward toward prioritiz-
ing mental health in our communi-
ty,” he said.

Davis said the establishment of
the 9-8-8 call center signifies more
than just the addition of three dig-
its to the county’s response system,
butitis a “beacon of hope, a lifeline
for those facing mental health cri-
ses in our county and moving from
awareness to action.”

“Today we come together to un-
derscore the vile importance of
having a dedicated mental health
crisis line in Johnson County and
a collaboration with emergency
responders, law enforcement, per-
sonnel in the call center--just as
we have already established in the
field setting,” he said.
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Gardner Gold spreads cheer to local

Gardner Gold

Gardner Road.
The caroling

Special
Olympics athletes and their
families celebrated the holiday
season with games, activities,
hot chocolate and treats on Dec.
19 at Gardner Senior Center
before embarking on singing
Christmas carols to residents at
Meadowbrook Rehab Hospital
on Main St. and Vintage Park
Assisted Living Facility off of

was

Club.

well-received by all residents
at both facilities. One child
gave a woman at Meadowbook
Rehab Hospital her jingle bells
bracelet, and the woman cried.

The Gardner Gold Special
Olympics families were also
joined by The Gardner Lions

Both groups sang classics
from “Jingle Bells, We Wish
You a Merry Christmas, Silent
Night and Away in a Manger.”

rehab hospital, a55|ste |V|ng home

Federal infrastructure dollars sent to more
Kansas communities for improvements

By Rachel Mipro
Kansas Reflector

TOPEKA — Around
$8.3 million will be di-
vided across nineteen
Kansas communities for
road safety improve-
ment projects, Gov.
Laura Kelly announced
Wednesday.

“Safer roads mean

parents can commute to
work faster, businesses
can get goods to market
at lower cost, and tour-
ists can get out to ex-
plore Kansas,” said Kelly.
“I applaud our local
communities for seeking
this funding to improve
their local roads.”
Money comes from the
federal Safe Streets and

Roads for All program,
which provides 80% of
project costs to the lo-
cal government's 20%
match.

The five-year program,
funded by the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law,
is overseen by the
US. Department of
Transportation, and
is geared toward

promoting responsible
driving and safer road

designs, among other
objectives.

The Kansas
Department of
Transportation also

started a pilot program
to contribute funding to
the local match mandate.

The program has led
to almost $14.8 million

CLASSIFIED

PUBLIC NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 2155 SUMMARY

On December 14, 2023, the City of
Edgerton, Kansas approved Ordinance
Ne. 2155 which amends Atice 7 of the
Unified Development Code of the City
of Edgerton regarding specific district re-
quirements for conditional uses. A com-
plete copy of this ordinance is available at
or at Edgerton City
Hall, 404 E. Nelson, Edgerion, Kansas
66021. This summary is cerified by Lee
Hendricks, City Attorney for the City of Ed-
gerton, Kansas.

Published in Gardner News December
27,2023,

1806090

Classified shoppers are smart
consumers. The ones with
money call the good ads first.

Hide While You Seek! Our “Blind
Boxes" protect your privacy.

PUBLIC NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 2154 SUMMARY

On December 14, 2023, the City of
Edgerton, Kansas approved Ordinance
No. 2154 which amends Article 5 of the
Unified Development Code of the City of
Edgerton regarding permitted uses within
Business Park, Logistics Park, General
Industrial and Heavy Industry Zoning Dis-
tricts. A complete copy of this ordinance is
available or at Ed-
gerton City Hall, 404 E. Nelson, Edgerton,
Kansas 66021. This summary is certified
by Lee Hendrncks, City Attomey for the
City of Edgerton, Kansas.

Published in Gardner News December
27,2023,

1806150

Classified shoppers aren't
desperate... just
smart consumers that like to
save money.

Happy Jack® LiquiVict

is recognized safe & effective

by US CVM against hook
& round worms. 3 year

stability. Double strength.

— AT—

TRACTOR
SUPPLY C2

w.ha ackinc.co

PUBLIC NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 2156 SUMMARY

On December 14, 2023, the City of Ed-
gerton, Kansas approved Ordinance No.
2156 which amends Article 12 of the Uni-
fied Development Code ofthe City of Edg-
erton regarding sign regulations in certain
zoning districts. A complete copy of this
ordinance is available at www.edgertonks,
org or at Edgerton City Hall, 404 E. Nel-
son, Edgerton, Kansas 66021. This sum-
mary is certified by Lee Hendricks, City
Attorney for the City of Edgerton, Kansas.

Published in Gardner News December
27,2023

1806220

ORDINANCE NO. 2153 SUMMARY

On December 14, 2023, the City of
Edgerton, Kansas approved Ordinance
No. 2153 which amends Article 4 of the
Unified Development Code of the City of
Edgerton regarding permitted uses within
C-2 and C-3 Zoning Districts. A complete
copy of this ordinance is available at www.
or at Edgerton City Hall
404 E. Nelson, Edgerton, Kansas 66021.
This summary is certified by Lee Hen-
dricks, City Attomey for the City of Edger-
fon, Kansas,

Published in Gardner News December
27,2023

1806260

Qualified buyers don't
investigate every ad, just the
ones that offer a good deal.

Need privacy and speed?
Ask about our "blind boxes.”

PUBLIC NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 2152 SUMMARY

On December 14, 2023, the City of
Edgerton, Kansas approved Ordinance
No. 2152 which amends Article 3 of the
Unified Development Code of the City of
Edgerton regarding permitted uses within
Agricuttural, Residential and Manufac-
tured Home Park Zoning Districts. A com-
plete copy of this ordinance is available at
or at Edgerton City
Hall, 404 E. Nelson, Edgerion, Kansas
66021, This summary is certified by Lee
Hendricks, City Attoney for the City of Ed-
gerton, Kansas.

Published in Gardner News December
27,2023,

1806280

ORDINANCE NO. 2151 SUMMARY

On December 14, 2023, the City of Ed-
gerton, Kansas adopted Ordinance No.
2151 authorizing the issuance of its Home
Rule Revenue Bonds (Logistics Park In-
frastructure Phase Two Projects) Series
2024A, in an aggregate maximum princi-
pal amount of not to exceed $4,000,000,
for the purpose of providing funds to pay
or reimburse the costs of acquiring and
constructing certain public infrastructure
improvements to support Phase Two of
the Logistics Park-KC and to pay costs
of issuance. A complete copy of this ordi-
nance s avalable atfnedgerionks o]
or at Edgerton City Hall, 404 E. Nelson,
Edgerton, Kansas 66021, This summary
is certified by Lee Hendricks, City Attorney
for the City of Edgerton, Kansas.

Published in Gardner News December
27,2023

1806330

in federal funding for
Kansas cominunities,
with 38 Kansas commu-
nities successfully ap-
plying. Three million in
state contributions have
gone toward road im-
provements, along with
$743,00 in local match
contributions since the
program began.

“Each time a step is
taken to improve safe-
ty in a community, it's a
step in the right direc-
tion,” said KDOT secre-
tary Calvin Reed. “KDOT
is happy to support
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Bmldlng Commumty
Engagement
Through the Power
of Local News

Cherry Road Media Inc. is focused on using
technology to strengthen communities
through their local newspapers.

safety-conscious invest-
ment decisions. State
and local partnerships
like this help us compete
nationally for Federal
funds and bring critical
investments to Kansans.”

In this round of fund-
ing, Gray County re-
ceived $800,000 in fed-
eral funding to develop a
new safety plan, and the
North Central Regional
Planning Commission
received $1.5 million
for a regional safety ac-
tion plan, among other
grants.

We believe the newspaper is an
essential resource for developing
strong communities

. CherryRoad

media

info@CherryRoad.com . www.cherryroad.com
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THE Dally Commuter Puzzle by sacqueline E. Mathews

ACROSS
1 BBQrod
5 Klutz’s cry

9 Abnormal sac
13 Word attached to
head or dead
15 Metal fastener
16 Slow running

pace
17 Start

18 Twin-hulled boat

20 Racetrack
transaction

21 Patriotic shout

23 Sidewalk

material
24 Role on

“M*A*S*H”

26 Words that end
the single life

45

27 Dim-witted 55
29 Stockpiles

32 Big actor’s brief ~ [®?

61

role
33 Evil spirit "~ "
35 Golfer called Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 12/27/23
“The Big Easy” .
37 Chopping tools 2 North Carolina’s T oy WwenoD Sunie e
38 NFL team state tree. MEE El MAE
39 _ jacket; 3 Banjo or fife Vil BI S
bulletproof vest 4 Ball holder wolg vial3
40 Cheap metal 5 Green Muppet =1 EIN
41 Loose change 6 Stop __dime 1 Inn
42 Devoutness 7 Butter square 25 3 AEYIL
43 Overdo the diet 8 Roomy
45 Zodiac sign 9 Din 13 METY L
46 __up; bind 10 Days of __; long v EIL E)
47 Battle ago 13 9 i
48 Moon cavity 11 Wingtip-to- S @ n
51 Nigeria’s official wingtip measure 4 H
lang. 12 Tepee E| v 1
52 Promos 14 Small d v S
55 Large terriers apartment 0 NS N
58 Nudge 19 Olympics award A 0|0 I
60 Charitable 22 Miserable PaAjoS 9|zznd S Aepsaupa
offering 25 Copies
61 Polite man 27 “Get lost!” 36 “The __ the 47 Big celebrations
62 Actress Burke 28 Hailed vehicles limit!” 48 Actor Scott
63 Home in the 29 __ d'oeuvres 38 Drink 49 Irritate
trees 30 Yummy 39 Bass or bonito 50 Weapons
64 “ER” actor 31 Roofing material ~ 41 Wept 53 Specks
65 Reason to study 33 Hackman or 42 _ out;overate 54 Kill flies
Wilder 44 Affirm to be 56 Meadow
DOWN 34 Panama or true 57 Last part
1 Unkempt fellow bowler 45 Piece of jewelry 59 Allow

LINDA C. BLACKHOROSCOPES

Nancy Black, Tribune Content Agency

TODAY'’'S BIRTHDAY (12/27/23).
The coming year grows love, romance
and artistic exploration. Steady com-
munication cultivates collaboration.
Adjust winter plans for changing pas-
sions, before conquering career chal-
lenges this spring. Savor sweetness at
home with family this summer. Autumn
communication changes lead to pro-
fessional victories. Share your heart.

To get the advantage, check the day’s
rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most
challenging.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - Today
is an 8 - Domestic issues require
attention. Can you work from home?
Coordination and communication
come easier now, facilitating ease
and profits. Take advantage of lucky
conditions.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - Today is
a 7 - Write your story. Research, study
and investigate. You can learn what
you need to know. Communicate and
coordinate. You're putting together a
fascinating puzzle.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) - Today is
a9 - More income is possible. Here's
where you start making profits. Share
successes with your partner. Support
each other for great results. You're
stronger together.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) - Today is
a 9 - Go for your heart's desire. You've
got the power and confidence to make
things happen. Love inspires you. Let
your passion be your guide.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - Todayisa 7 -
Slow down and contemplate. It's easier
to finish old projects. You're especially
productive behind closed doors. Sup-
port yourself to process recent events.
Savor beautiful views.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is a
7 - Teamwork scores for victory. Have
fun with friends. Advance common
goals together. Participate for commu-
nity gain. Words and actions coalesce.
Coordinate who does what.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is
a7 - You're attracting the attention of
someone important at work. Abandon
old fears. Share professional presen-
tations and interests. Your status and
influence are on the rise.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Now. 21) - Today
is an 8 - Expand your territory. Travel,
transportation and communications
flow with greater ease now. Your
creativity flowers. Study and research.
Make a delightful long-distance con-
nection.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) -
Today is a 7 - Quick action can get
lucrative results. Handling finances
comes easier. Grow and save resourc-
es. You're building for the future. It's all
for the family.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -
Today is an 8 - Collaboration flowers
naturally. Your partner understands
you intuitively. Coordinate tasks and
responsibilities. All for one, and one for
all. Share the load and the rewards.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today
isa 9 - The pace is picking up. Get into
a productive rhythm. A walk outside
clears your head. Exercise energizes
you. Listen to birdsong for cheerful
inspiration.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today
is a 7 - Prioritize love, romance and
friendship. Spend time with the people
you cherish, enjoy and admire. Social
connections open new doors. Follow
your heart.

(Astrologer Nancy Black contin-
ues her mother Linda Black's legacy
horoscopes column. She welcomes
comments and questions on Twitter,
@LindaCBlack. For more astrologi-
cal interpretations like today's Gemini
horoscope, visit Linda Black Astrology
by clicking daily horoscopes, or go to
[www.nancyblack.con.)

(C)2022 Nancy Black. All rights re-
served. Distributed by Tribune Content
Agency.
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Kansas business owner charged with selling
aviation tech to Russia pleads guilty

By Rachel Mipro
Kansas Reflector

TOPEKA — A Kansas businessman
faces up to 25 years in prison after
conspiring to sell and export avia-
tion-related equipment to Russia, a
scheme that allegedly began in 2020
and continued through Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine.

Sixty-year-old  Cyril  Gregory
Buyanovsky, the owner and presi-
dent of KanRus Trading Company
Inc., pleaded guilty Tuesday to fed-
eral criminal charges. He’s accused
of conspiring to commit crimes
against the U.S. and conspiring to il-
legally launder money.

His sentencing hearing is set for
March 21. Assistant U.S. Attorneys
Scott Rask and Ryan Huschka for
the District of Kansas, along with a
national security division trial at-
torney, are prosecuting the case.

“Buyanovsky admitted to a
long-running scheme to smuggle

sophisticated U.S. avionics equip-
ment to Russia, doubling down to
hide his actions after Russia’s un-
provoked invasion of Ukraine,” said
Assistant Attorney General Matthew
Olsen of the Justice Department’s
National Security Division.

“Today’s guilty plea demonstrates
the Justice Department’s commit-
ment to cut off Moscow from the
means to fuel its military and hold
those enabling it accountable in a
court of law.”

Buyanovsky forfeited more than
$450,000 worth of avionics equip-
ment and accessories to the gov-
ernment, including a pallet of de-
vices detained by U.S. Customs and
Border Protection. He also turned
over personal assets estimated to be
worth about $50,000.

In his guilty plea, Buyanovsky
said from 2020 to March of this
year, when he was arrested, he had
worked to smuggle U.S. avionic
equipment to those in Russia and

Russians in other foreign countries.
To do so, he and fellow conspirators
either didn’'t file required export
forms, or filed false export forms in
some cases, lying about export val-
ues, users and final destinations,
according to the U.S. Department of
Justice.

Former KanRus vice president
Douglas Robertson, a 56-year-old
Olathe resident, was part of the
scheme, Buyanovsky said.

The two, along with others, con-
tinued to purchase and export
equipment for Russian clients after
Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022,
despite tightened U.S. export mea-
sures. They did so, prosecutors al-
lege, by shipping products through
intermediary companies based in
Armenia, United Arab Emirates
and Cyprus and using foreign bank
accounts to funnel money from
Russian customers to the U.S.-based
KanRus company.

Investigation into the years-long

scheme was conducted by an in-
teragency law enforcement task
force dedicated to enforcing sanc-
tions and export controls set af-
ter Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in
February of 2022.

The ongoing task force is still
combating “efforts to evade or un-
dermine the collective actions taken
by the U.S. government in response
to Russian military aggression.”

“After the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, the U.S. government im-
posed export controls and sanctions
to prevent the weaponization of U.S.
manufactured technology against
Ukraine in a conflict intended to
usurp its right to sovereignty with-
in its borders,” said Kate Brubacher,
attorney for the District of Kansas.
“As long as there are people who
value greed and profit over freedom
and justice, the U.S. Department
of Justice will remain vigilant and
investigate and prosecute these
crimes.”

HEALTH
CONTINUED FROM AL

Davis said he want-
ed to give credit to
the Johnson County
Mental Health Center
for their “tireless ef-
forts in champion-
ing for mental health

awareness and sup-
port” and working the
endeavor into action.

“Their commitment
to breaking down
stigma, providing re-
sources and fostering
a culture of empathy
has laid the founda-
tion for a successful
program through all
aspects of services to
their clients,” he said.

Davis said together
the county is creating
a community where
mental health is a pri-
ority and help is read-
ily available to those
who need it.

Davis said the vi-
sion and leadership
from various coun-
ty officials in all de-
partments has been
instrumental.

“It is through their

vision, dedication that marker.”

Photo by Lynne Hermansen
Deputy Director of Emergency Services Renee Van Meter gives a tour of the new crisis center 988 at the Johnson County Communications Center.
988 responders will collaborate with the 911 responders.

profound,” she said.

to hit that in 2023. We

they need us.” in

Johnson County

the mental health pro-
grams provided in the
county are successful,
and the 9-8-8 call cen-
ter in this building is
now a reality,” he said.
“We are grateful for
their tireless efforts in
making our commu-
nity safer and a more
supportive place for
everyone.”

Davis said mental
health is an integral
part of the overall
health and well-being
of everyone.

“Everyone deserves

“It is a mile marker
of innovation, inno-
vative mental health
services, innovative
crisis response, inno-
vative collaboration,
right here in Johnson
County, Kansas,” she
said.

Van Meter said the
new space allows the
mental health center
to have a seat at the
table of a really im-
portant conversation.

“Is there a way to get
the right response to
the right person at the

“This is a hard wall. All
of the call center, all
of the floor, all of the
emergency responses
happening behind this
wall which is built to
withstand an F4 tor-
nado. That is huge in
this land where we
answer these calls
and respond to crisis
in our county. Behind
this is where all of the
work happens, and we
feel safe, and we feel
secure.”

Van Meter said the
new space provides

access to timely and
compassionate  sup-
port,” he said.

Deputy Director of
Emergency Services
for Johnson County
Mental Health Center
Renee Van Meter said

the Sheriff’s Dept. the Sheriff and Med
welcomed them with Act dispatchers.
open arms. Van Meter highlight-

“It has gone off, real-

right time,”
“And sometimes that
might not be police or
fire or an ambulance,
and sometimes it is.”
Van Meter gave a
tour of the 988 crisis
line room adjacent to

ed the building’s in-

she said. more work spaces for
future Johnson County
Mental Health Center
employees as they ex-
pect to grow with the
call volume increase.
“We had four call
stations in our pre-
vious call center, we
were even smaller
before that, so just
planning for growth

ly without a hitch,” she frastructure, specifi- as our call volume has
said. cally a wall. gone from 17,000 in

Van Meter said this “The infrastructure 2017 to over 40,000
moment is a “mile of this building is in2022. We are on par

know that growth will
happen.”

Van Meter said they
also want to get into
the field of chat and
text, and the bigger

room will let them
respond to mental
health crisis calls
better.

Van Meter said the
room is staffed four
people deep from 7
am. to 11 p.m. and
three staff from 11
p-m. to 7 a.m. every
day of the year.

Van Meter said the
number of calls per
day “depend on the
moment.”

“If you want to take
an average of 40,000
(calls) throughout a
year, it is 110 crisis
calls a day,” she said.
“We know that doesn’t
happen. We know
some days it is 210
and somedays it is
50. But we are staffed
here to respond to the
county’s needs as the
county has told us that

County officials said
sharing a building will
also allow the coun-
ty’s 911 dispatchers
and mental health
professionals to share
resources and collab-
orate more closely
and efficiently, which
is a first step toward
a more formal connec-
tion between the two.

Johnson County
Mental Health
Center Director Tim
DeWeese said they
want to make sure
they’re providing the
right service at the
right time for anyone
in our community
who’s experiencing an
emergency or crisis.

“As a county, we're
working together to
ensure mental health
crisis response is a
part of that conversa-
tion alongside police,
fire and EMS,” he said.

County officials said
over time, the goal will
be to implementa 911
diversion program

that would allow 911
calls to the County
Communications
Center to be trans-
ferred directly to the
crisis line team when
it is safe to do so. Such
a program could be
a model for other ju-
risdictions regionally
and nationally looking
to implement a similar
connection between
the two services.

The 988 Suicide
and Crisis Lifeline is
a national resource
providing around-the-
clock mental health
support and was
launched July 2022.

Those in need of
mental health sup-
port for themselves
or their loved ones
are encouraged to call
JCMHC’s crisis line,
913-268-0156, or
988 to connect with
a local mental health
professional who will
listen, support, share
resources and provide
guidance.

CHRISTMAS
CONTINUED FROM AL

Art Latex, Nanette Foley,
Richard T. Gill and Julie
Watson performed songs
Thursday ranging from tra-
ditional Christmas songs
of “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
to the children’s classic,
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer” to “O Magnum
Mysterium” in Latin.
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