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Acadian Medical Center helping area emerge from pandemic

By Harlan Kirgan
Editor

A drive-through COVID-19
vaccination effort is planned
at Acadian Medical Center on
April 9 and it’s another chapter
in the hospital’s yearlong re-
sponse to the pandemic.

Kevin Frank, CEO, spoke
Wednesday to the Eunice Ro-
tary Club about the importance
of a community hospital, includ-
ing its response to COVID-19.

Frank said he and other ad-
ministrators have helped with
vaccinations at the hospital.

One day as he was in the lob-
by offering the last of the day’s
vaccine to the customers.

A woman raised her hand to
obtain the vaccine and then told
him of coming the hospital with
her husband when he was hav-
ing chest pains.

The man was experiencing
a heart attack and Dr. Kian
Ehsan, a cardiologist, per-
formed a stent.

“In small communities we
take our community hospitals
for granted. There are things
that happen where that’s a life-
saving event,” he said of the
stent.

Across the nation rural hos-
pitals have been closing, Frank
said.

“Louisiana has been very

lucky. We haven’t lost any hos-
pitals in Louisiana, but across
the nation small rural hospitals
are closing all the time. Missis-
sippi has lost many hospitals,”
Frank said.

Frank said when someone
has an accident or health event
traveling 25 miles to a hospital
could be the difference between
life and death.

Frank has been at Acadian
Medical Center for three years
during which the hospital’s
ownership changed to Alle-
giance Health Management,
of Shreveport. Next, the hos-
pital was split off from Mercy
Regional in Ville Platte. And,

third, the hospital has operated
in a pandemic where elective
surgeries were suspended, visi-
tors banned or limited and it
was tough to keep staffing.

All hospitals have had issues
hiring nurses, who can make
$20 to $40 more per hour by
becoming traveling nurses, he
said.

At times the hospital didn’t
have the staffing for all its beds,
he said.

Acadian Medical Center ad-
justed its pay scale and is com-
petitive with other area hospi-
tals, he said.
Acadian

Medical Center’s

.

Kevin Frank, CEO of Aca-
dian Medical Center, speaks at
Wednesday’s Eunice Rotary Club

Service project

(See Hospital, Page 5)

of Lafayette, clean a fence at the Academy of the Sacred

Heart on Thursday as part of their “Service Day.” Students

performed service projects at the school on Thursday.
(Submitted photo)

Louisiana Survey

Pandemic touched many lives

BATON ROUGE - Researchers
in the Public Policy Research Lab,
or PPRL, at LSU Manship School
of Mass Communication’s Reilly
Center for Media & Public Affairs
have released the second of five re-
ports of the 2021 Louisiana Survey.
Findings reflect mixed evaluations
of government response to the pan-
demic and a third of adult residents
refuse the vaccine.

The Louisiana Survey polled
781 adult residents from across
the state to find out how Louisian-
ans view their government and its
policies. The survey was conducted

from Jan. 4 to March 1, and the to-
tal sample has a +/- 6.4% margin of
error.

Findings from the second of five
reports indicate the following opin-
ions on Louisiana government and
issues related to the pandemic:

Although only about one in eight
Louisiana residents say they tested
positive for COVID-19, the pan-
demic touched many more lives in
other ways. Seventy-nine percent
of adults in the state say they per-
sonally know someone who tested
positive for COVID-19. Nearly half
(48%) say they personally know

someone who has died from the dis-
ease.

Thirty-one percent of Louisiana
residents say they lost their job or
had a loss of income because of the
pandemic. Nearly the same share
(27%) live with someone who suf-
fered the loss of a job or income.

By early March, 32% of Loui-
siana residents said they had not
yet received the vaccine and did
not intend to do so even when they
are eligible. Another 17% said they
had already received a vaccination

(See Survey, Page 5)

meeting. (Photo by Myra Miller)
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Kaster messages
from 3 pastors

A year ago at Easter
the pews were empty as
congregations coped with
a COVID-19 stay-at-
home order.

This Easter is being
greeted with Gov. John
Bel Edwards relaxing the
restrictions.

Through it all the mes-
sage has not changed for
Christians.

Three Eunice pas-
tors, Revs. Chris Frye,
Hampton Davis and
Brent Shoalmire, agreed
to share Easter messages
via e-mail.

The Rev. Chris Frye,
senior pastor at New
Hope Fellowship, shared
his view of Easter.

“Easter is the evidence
of Our Eternal God!” he
stated.

Frye added, “The Res-
urrection of Jesus Christ
from the Dead is the
Proof that sets Chris-
tianity apart from any
other religion! How do I
know that Jesus is the
One I should Follow with
so many other ideas out
there? Because, No other
religion on Earth has a
Personal God that was
willing to make Himself
lower than the angels just
to shed His Blood and die
on a cross so I could be
Redeemed back to Him!

“Fact, Jesus fulfilled
over 360 prophecies in 33
years. Fact, Jesus was
tempted in every way that
we are, but never sinned.
Fact, Jesus walked
around telling people He
was going to lay down His
life and in three days He
would Raise it Up again!
Fact, He pulled it off!
Despite the doubt of His
disciples, the pharisees’
plot, and the plan of the
devil himself. He pulled
it off!

“He did all of that just

so I could have an authen-
tic relationship with Him.
Resurrection weekend is
an annual reminder that
as long as I stay in Rela-
tionship with my Jesus,
the One and Only Resur-
rected Savior, I too can
live a Resurrected Life!

The Rev. Hampton
Davis at St. Anthony of
Padua Catholic Church
said that Easter is about
hope.

He added, “Perhaps
you’ve heard it said that
the secular virtue of
optimism is radically dif-
ferent from the Christian
virtue of Hope. The
secular optimist says,
“Today is a lousy day, but
tomorrow is going to be a
better day!”

“Whereas the Hopeful
Christian says, “Today is
a lousy day, and tomor-
row might be a worse day
— but God is in All of it!”
And what, some might
ask, is the reason for the
Christian’s Hope? The
answer to that important
question, in a word, is
Easter! The great news
of the Gospel is, “God so
loved the world that he
gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have
eternal life.” (John 3:16)

“The foundational belief
of the Hopeful Christian
is that through the great
gift of the Passion, Death
and Resurrection of God’s
only Son, Jesus, all who
believe in Him might not
perish because He has
won the victory over sin
and death.

“So as this Holy Season
of Amazing Grace &
Divine Mercy continues
to unfold, let’s all be filled
with great gratitude that
before anything else, Eas-
ter is about Hope!”

(See Easter, Page 5)
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Land use guidelines  Former Eunice resident publishes

are pivotal to I -49
Midway development

From St. Landry
Parish Development

Coordinated  develop-
ment along a central seg-
ment of 1-49 is important
and should move forward,
according to a consensus
of those most affected by
it. The question is how to
do it.

The first phase of the
1-49 Midway Corridor
Strategic Growth Initia-
tive uncovered significant
sentiment favoring the
attempt to unify develop-
ment and marketing in
a 38-square-mile corri-
dor that stretches a half-
mile on each side of 1-49,
from its intersection with
I-10 in Lafayette Parish
to Exit 27 just north of
Washington in St. Landry
Parish.

During that first phase
governments involved
endorsed a partnership
between the St. Landry
Parish Economic Develop-
ment office, the Acadiana
Planning  Commission,
St. Landry Parish govern-
ment and the municipali-
ties along Interstate 49.
The St. Landry Economic
Development Board ad-
opted a resolution sup-
porting continuation of
the effort at its March
meeting.

The first stage was
designed to build a con-
sensus among the gov-
ernments involved and
citizens who live or work
in the corridor on what
should be done, according
to Katrena King, the Aca-
diana Planning Commis-
sion specialist coordinat-
ing the effort. All of the
communities and econom-
ic development agencies
involved have committed
to the concept of unified
development within the
corridor, but, King says,
the devil is in the details.

She told the St. Landry
board that the first phase
identified proper land
use as both the biggest
concern and the biggest
challenge in the corridor.
People want to see proper
development but are re-
luctant to make hard and
fast regulations that may
inhibit landowners’ choic-
es, she said.

The second phase of

Free hearing aids,
amplified phones

Free amplified tele-
phones and hearing aids
are available to Louisiana
residents. The program is
funded by a state agency,
Louisiana Commission for
the Deaf.

Call Stacy at Affiliated
Blind of Louisiana for
more information on how
to qualify at 337-234-
6492.

Clovis Crawfish

books on sale

The City of Eunice is
selling Clovis Crawfish
books by Mary Alice Fon-
tenot as a fundraiser for
the city’s 125th anniver-
sary.

Anyone wishing to buy a
book is asked to call 337-
457-7389, extension 1, or
337-305-3672.

the initiative will include
an attempt to formulate
suggested standards and
guidelines for develop-
ment within the corri-
dor but, King is quick to
emphasize, without dic-
tating how land can be
used. Planners will use
procedures developed by
Carencro in its interstate
highway district as a first
guide, according to King.

Instead of traditional
land use regulations,
those procedures favor
ways to allow different
sorts of development to co-
exist, Carencro city man-
ager Don Chauvin said in
a recent interview.

“It actually looks at par-
ticular land use,” Chauvin
said. “You can have re-
tail office businesses and
mechanic shops and still
have a residential devel-
opment. The way we've
done that is with green
space and buffer zones
to keep them from being
on top of each other and
bothering each other.”

Another part of the sec-
ond phase challenge is in
putting together an over-
sight body to coordinate
the plans. The task is to
create an entity strong
enough to influence deci-
sions, but without code
enforcement authority.
Existing local government
regulations could not be
overridden by the regional
group, King said, but the
purpose of the regional
group would be to help
provide accountability for
the standards and guide-
lines throughout the cor-
ridor.

The third significant
challenge is in funding
the next phase of the ini-
tiative, which will involve
the creating performance
land use guidelines and
the oversight body, as well
a consistent marketing
plan for the corridor.

“Getting this right is
important,” according to
Bill Rodier, St. Landry
Development Group CEO,
“This planning effort
will help us to more fully
grasp the opportunities
available to us and will
provide a big benefit to
all the communities along
this corridor,” he said.

cookbook as charity fundraiser

By Darrel LedJeune,
The Basile Weekly Edi-
tor

MILLEDGEVILLE,
Georgia — A love for cook-
ing and a philanthropic
spirit to assist in the fight
against pulmonary fibro-
sis led Debi Crawford to
undertake the publication
of her second cookbook
which she has appropri-
ately entitled “Cook. Eat.
Breathe.”

Her first cookbook All
you have to do is ... was
published in 2010. It was
inspired by a blank cook-
book that she filled with
all her favorite family rec-
ipes. In 2020, she decided
it was time to use that
experience for a second
cookbook, driven by the
untimely death of her hus-
band, Laddie, who passed
away in May of 2015 due
to issues connected to pul-
monary fibrosis.

Eunice area residents
remember Debi as a citi-
zen of the community
from 1978 to 2014.

In those years, she
made a name for herself
locally as the owner of
Turning Point, a woman’s
clothing boutique on East
Laurel Avenue.

Her love for theatre,
however, was what en-
deared her to the Eunice
people. At the Eunice
Players’ Theatre, she di-
rected numerous produc-
tions, including summer
musicals. She also served
on the theatre’s board of
directors and received
several awards for her ef-
forts with the theatre.

The 332 pages of “Cook.
Eat. Breathe.” are divided
into seven categories: ap-
petizers, vegetables and
side dishes, breads and
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Debi Crawford

rolls, desserts, main dish-
es, cookies and candies,
and “this and that.” The
recipes come primarily
from four different parts
of the author’s life includ-
ing her Eunice friends,
her high school class-
mates, her new friends in
Georgia, and her family
along with contributions
from a nationwide cook-
ing group called BBQ and
Baking with a Twist.
Crawford’s friends from
her years in Eunice con-
tributed greatly to the
recipes that she collected
for this new endeavor,
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chief among them is a
group of women that Lad-
die named “The Louisi-
ana Hens.” The Hens are
Oliva Dodd, Joan Aucoin

Cotner, Mona Siebert,
Linda Fontenot, Beth
Dodd, Patty Walther, and
of course, Debi.

Born Debi LeRay in Ba-
ton Rouge, the cookbook
author graduated from
Mt. Carmel High School
in New Iberia.

Her high school class-
mates remain important
to her, and obviously they
feel the same way about
her, making various rec-

Salmonella infection causing sporadic bird deaths across state

A statewide Salmonella bacterial in-
fection has caused the sporadic mortal-
ity of some wild birds, the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

(LDWT) said.

“Many of the deaths have been asso-
ciated with bird feeders or birdbaths,”
said LDWF State Veterinarian Dr. Jim
LaCour said. “Typically, an infected
bird has picked up the infection from ei-
ther a bird feeder or birdbath. That, in
turn, spreads the bacteria among other

birds.”

LaCour said when dead birds are ob-
served, it is best to remove the feeder

and/or bird bath and clean them with
warm, soapy water and a 10% bleach so-
lution and allow them to dry. The bird
feeders/baths should be stored, out of

use, for two months to allow birds to seek

other feeding sources to break the cycle
of infection. Any contaminated bird feed
should be discarded.

Bird carcasses should be picked up
with a sealable plastic bag and disposed
of in the trash to help minimize contami-
nation of the landscape and infection of

other animal species.

to humans.

Salmonella bacteria can be contagious
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ipe contributions for the
book.

The most recent part of
Debi’s life has brought her
to Milledgeville, Georgia,
with her two pups, Gunni
and Sophie.

Her new friends in the
Peach State also contrib-
uted to the new cookbook,
especially her Knockout
Gym family at BodyPlex.

Her children, Jason and
Megan, and their fami-
lies live in nearby War-
ner Robins and Smyrna,
Georgia, respectively.
Megan and other family
members also contributed
to the recipe project.

Copies of “Cook. Eat.
Breathe.” are available
for purchase in Eunice at
Beaucoup, David’s Hair
Salon, and Oliva Dodd’s
Studio of Dance. The sale
price is $20 with $10 go-
ing to the fight against
pulmonary fibrosis in her
late husband’s name.

Debi plans to be in Eu-
nice in mid-April for a
book signing.

Senior Nutrition Menu
St. Landry Council

on Aging
942-1938

Monday, April 5
Meatballs
with Marinara Sauce
Green Beans/Red Peppers
Corn/Margarine
Hoagie Bun
Pears
Milk

Tuesday, April 6
Red Beans & Sausage
Rice
Apple Juice
Spinach
Cornbread

Fresh Banana
Milk

Wednesday, April 7
Turkey Salad
Cream of Tomato Soup
Oriental Blend Vegetables
Wheat Bread
Apple Crisp
Milk
Thursday, April 8
Meatloaf
Brown Gravy
Brussels Sprouts
Mashed Potatoes
Wheat Bread/Margarine
Oatmeal Cream Cookie
Milk

Friday, April 9
Shrimp Etouffee

Rice

Carrots
Coleslaw
Wheat Bread/Margarine
Fresh Orange
Milk
Your donations toward meal
cost are appreciated.

Menu Sponsored by:

EUNICE MANOR

3859 Hwy 190 East
Eunice

337-457-2681
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Eunice Police radio logs

The following are ex-
cerpts from the Eunice
Police Department radio
dispatch logs.

March 28

00:29 Disturbance re-
ported in the 100 block of
Crestview Apartments.

00:43 Suspicious vehicle
reported in the 300 block
of South 9th Street.

01:23 Caller in the area
of Park near the Liberty
Center advised of a sub-
ject that appears to be in-
toxicated in her vehicle.

02:20 Suspicious sub-
jects on bikes reported in
the 400 block of West Wal-
nut.

03:03 Two juveniles re-
ported in the 900 block of
Tate.

10:04 Report of stolen
items in the 1200 block of
Duck.

10:10 Disturbance re-
ported at Best Western.

11:28 Loose dogs re-
ported in the 1300 block of
West Peach.

11:56 Disturbance re-
ported at Eunice Inn.

12:49 Fight reported at
Dollar General, West Lau-
rel.

13:16 Caller reported a
subject that jumped the
fence and took a part off of
a vehicle. Call came from
the 600 block of East Lau-
rel.

13:32 Report of a vehicle
that broke down at the
stop sign near Walmart.

13:48 Harassment re-
ported in the 600 block of
West Vine.

14:19 Trespassing re-
ported in the 200 block of
James.

14:41 Hit and run re-
ported in the parking lot
at Walmart.

15:20 911 hang up call
came from the 100 block of
North 2nd Street.

16:22 Hit and run re-
ported at Walmart.

18:30 Damage to prop-
erty reported at a vehicle
at parking lot at AutoZone.

18:59 Reckless driver
reported at U.S. 190 head-
ed almost to Eunice city
limits.

22:07 Suspicious person
reported in the area of
West Vine and North 3rd.

23:20 Disturbance re-
ported in the back of the
building at the Sonic.

March 29

06:32 Caller in the 700
block of East Vine re-
quested an officer to check
on her home.

07:55 Wreck reported at
LSUE Drive and Maple.

09:36 Disturbance re-
ported at Acadian Medi-
cal.

13:19 In pursuit with a
subject heading toward
Basile.

13:25 Hang up 911 call
in the 100 block of North
2nd Street.

15:17 Report of a speed-
ing vehicle, going a high
rate of speed headed west
on U.S. 190.

15:39 Fire reported in
the 1300 block of Dudley.
Eunice Fire department
en route.

15:45 Shoplifting re-
ported at Factory Connec-
tion.

16:08 Report of a vehicle

broken down on the road-
way.

16:26 Report of a farm
vehicle stuck in the me-
dian of the roadway near
O’Reilly’s.

20:03 Caller from Crest-
view Apartments request-
ed to speak to an officer
in reference to a domestic
situation that happened
yesterday.

20:29 911 call made
from the 200 block of West
Camellia advised that
a subject is nude in his
home that appears to be
intoxicated.

21:34 Caller advised of
a missing juvenile that is
possibly there in a vehicle.
Call came from the 1300
block of West Magnolia.

21:40 Caller in the 400
block of North East ad-
vised of a subject that
attacked her vehicle and
threw items at her car as
she left the area.

22:37 Caller from DC’s
advised that a subject
took a juvenile in the back
of the restaurant after she
threw a phone onto the
highway.

23:12 Caller advised
that someone is trying to
open the door at St. An-
thony Chapel.

23:44 Loud music com-
plaint in the 1500 block of
Williams.

March 30

01:00 Suspicious vehicle
reported at New Hope Fel-
lowship.

01:32 Caller in the 600
block of West Vine advised
that is neighbor is steal-
ing from him.

09:28 Lobby complaint
in reference to an insuffi-
cient check.

10:08 Disturbance re-
ported in the 100 block of
Mamie.

12:29 Lobby complaint
in reference to hit and
run.

13:13 Lobby complaint
in regards to a subject
taking someone’s keys.

13:17 Lobby complaint
in reference to an animal
bite.

16:37 Report of threats
made to a juvenile in the
800 block of South Beu-
lah.

17:05 Caller in the 100
block of Mamie advised of
a subject that puched him
in his eye.

17:18 Caller in the 100
block of Mill advised that
a subject is threatening
her.

18:09 Caller in the 800
block of South Beulah ad-
vised that a vehicle keeps
passing by and pointing a
firearm at the apartment.

18:54 Caller in the 1300
block of West Peach ad-
vised of a reported miss-
ing juvenile, however, she
is there right now next
door.

19:08 Acadian Medi-
cal ER worker advised
of a subject that was hit
by a vehicle but he ap-
pears to be okay, how-
ever, wishes to speak to
an officer.

19:11 Caller in the 200
block of North St. Joseph
advised of a subject that
took his keys from his ve-
hicle and left.

19:32 Report of an
18-wheeler blocking traf-
fic on a roadway in the
area of Riceland.

21:32 Report of shots
fired in the area of East
Maple and Gaspard.

March 31

04:44 Caller from Best
Western advised that a
customer went up to her
room and then came back
to the desk and advised
that there was a death let-
ter in her room.

06:52 Caller in the 800
block of South Beulah that
a dog almost bit her.

07:24 Caller in the area
of West Vine and 12th ad-
vised of a juvenile playing
with dirt and going into
the roadway, no parent
was seen.

07:25 Caller in the 1700
block of West Vine ad-
vised that the trash truck
ripped off the cords from
her Wifi box and then left.

08:56 Caller  from
O’Reilly’s advised of a
vehicle from Fontenot’s
Diesel that ran into their
building.

09:14 Disturbance re-
ported in the 200 block of
Eula.

09:35 Lobby complaint
in reference to a missing
juvenile.

09:39 Caller from Best
Western advised of stolen
property.

09:49 Caller in the 500
block of West Park advised
of an infant that is in the
middle of the roadway.

09:54 Infant’s parents
are located.

11:09 Report of a hit
and run in front of Heinen
Medical.

11:28 Report of a vehicle
in the roadway in the 1300
block of West Peach.

11:50 Caller from Crest-
view Apartments advised
of a child stuck in a vehicle
in front of an apartment.

14:09 Report of vehicles
in the roadway in the area
of Boudreaux.

15:43 Shoplifting re-
ported at Family Dollar,
East Laurel.

16:08 Wreck reported in
the area of Corn and Ay-
mond.

16:15 Fight reported
in the 800 block of South
Beulah.

17:09 Threatening sub-
ject reported in the 700
block of South CC Duson.

17:18 Lobby complaint
in reference to a stolen ve-
hicle.

17:30 Lobby complaint
in regards to theft.

19:01 Report of a pig
running around at City
Lake.

20:57 Caller in the 100
block of Mill advised of a
subject harming himself.

21:54 Caller in the 400
block of West Bacciochi
advised of a subject that
showed up at her home
and busted her ribs.

21:58 Loud music com-
plaint reported in the area
of 9th and Maple.

22:15 Report of distur-
bance in the jail.

April 1

04:15 Report of a loose
dog running around on
the property of Holiday
Inn.

HISTORY

at your fingertips

HL NEW ERA e
-E DAY FOR EUNICE AND THE WORLD

No need to visit the library to view old microfilm.
It's right there at the tip of your mouse!

Visit[Eunicel oday.com)and click Microfilm.

You have your own personal history on your screen!

Log in today!

’

unicetoday.co

Subscribe at leunicetoday.com or call 337-457-3061

Eunice Police arrests

The following are ar-
rests by Eunice Police.

March 27

Jennifer Cormier, 36,
7400 block of Eunice Iota
Highway, Eunice. Proba-
tion warrant.

March 28

John Ortego, 38, 200
block of Wayne Road, Eu-
nice. Probation violation,
hold.

March 30

Joseph Lemelle, 55, 500
block of East Oak, Eunice.
Stop light and turn sig-
nals, two required except
on motorcycles, proper
equipment required,

St. Landry

The following are
arrests reported by the St.
Landry Parish Sheriff’s
Office.

March 27-29

Samantha Lewis-
Malveaux, 31, 900
block of Pamella Street,
Opelousas. Hold for
Opelousas City Court.
Arrested by Opelousas
City Marshals.

March 30

Bryland Lemar
Babineaux, 24, 300
block of Park Avenue,

Opelousas. Bench war-
rant, 2 counts, illegal car-
rying of weapon, posses-
sion of Schedule I CDS.
Arrested by Opelousas
Police.

Christina Comeaux, 41,
1000 block of Gleaux Drive,
Breaux Bridge. Possession
with intent to distribute
Schedule I CDS, posses-
sion of Schedule IV CDS.

Arrested by Opelousas
Police.
Jake Louis Fruge,

49, 800 block of Bosco
Highway, Church Point.
Possession with intent
to distribute Schedule
I CDS, introduction of
contraband into a penal
institution. Arrested by
Opelousas Police.
Truvette Vonkeith
Meche, 25, 10000 block
of Lawler Highway,
Lawtell. Simple assault,
domestic abuse battery-
child endangerment law.
Arrested by St. Landry
Parish Sheriff’s Office.
Nicole Renee Stroud,

switched license plate, no
insurance, driver’s license
suspension revocation.

William Fontenot, 49,
400 block of Liberty, Eu-
nice. Probation violation,
hold.

Kelly Renee Ledeune,
45, 100 block of Mamie,
Eunice. Domestic abuse
battery, resisting an of-
ficer.

Oscar Peter LeBlanc
II1, 27, 200 block of Fuse-
lier, Eunice. Probation
warrant.

Shanice M. Simms, 28,
800 block of South Beulah,
Eunice. Switched license

plate, driver’s license, re-
vocation of license.

Kari Shanne Fields, 35,
300 block of South 9th
Street, Eunice. Criminal
trespass, and criminal
mischief, false report.

March 31

Jody Tovarras Thomas,
42, 100 block of DeVillier
Road, Eunice. Disturbing
the peace.

Jimmy R. Crabtree, 59,
2300 block of Perchville
Road, Eunice. Hit and
run, warrants from 2018,
simple criminal damage
to property.

Parish Sheriff’'s arrests

40, 100 block of Hillside
Circle, West Monroe.
Bench warrant. Arrested
by St. Landry Parish
Sheriff’s Office.

Ronnie Alexander, 43, 700
block of Grant Road, Opelousas.
Flight from an officer, careless
operation. Arrested by Grand
Coteau Police.

Jennifer Wallace
McMorris, 47, 41000 block
of North Thibodeaux
Road, Ponchatoula. Bench
warrant. Arrested by St.
Landry Parish Sheriff’s

Office.

March 31

Gregory Lewis
Maynard, II, 33, 1200

block of Cherokee Drive,
Opelousas. Bench war-
rant. Arrested by St.
Landry Parish Sheriff’s
Office.

Kathy Lynn Verrett,
38, 100 block of Veterans
Drive, Carencro.
Possession with intent
to distribute Schedule II
CDS, possession of drug
paraphernalia, posses-
sion of Schedule IVCDS,
possession of Schedule
IIT CDS. Arrested by St.
Landry Parish Sheriff’s
Office.

Jonathan Jude Savant, 34,
2900 block of Highway 182,
Sunset. Aggravated assault,
bench warrant (3 counts).
Arrested by St. Landry
Parish Sheriff’s Office.

Milton Beline Vigers,
Jr., 49, 300 block of
Chenault Road, Eunice.
Probation/parole vio-
lation.  Arrested by

Louisiana Probation and
Parole.

Rogers J. Taylor, 43,
2300 Noel Road, Church
Point, LA., 70525, Bench
warrant. Arrested by St.
Landry Parish Sheriff’s
Office.

Ashley Fontenot, 33,
800 Railroad Street, Ville
Platte. Hold for Beaver
County, Pennsylvania.
Arrested by St. Landry
Parish Sheriff’s Office.

John Derek Brown, 28,
100 block of Floyd Lane,
Opelousas. Aggravated
battery, Principal to dis-
tribution of Schedule I
CDS, domestic abuse bat-
tery, bench warrant (4
counts). Arrested by St.
Landry Parish Sheriff’s
Office.

Joshua J. Bergeron, 31,
700 block of JL Drive,
Scott. Bench warrant.
Arrested by St. Landry
Parish Sheriff’s Office.

Shameul Smith, 40, 500
block of E. Beauregard,
Ville Platte. Possession
of Schedule II CDS (2
counts). Arrested by
Opelousas Police.

Gabryell Hardy, 26,
1200 Dblock of Clifford
Avenue, Eunice. Bench
warrant (2  counts).
Arrested by St. Landry
Parish Sheriff’s Office.

Hailey Elizabeth
Jack, 22, 1400 block
of Lance de Cavalier
Road, Ville Platte. Hold
for Evangeline Parish.
Arrested by Evangeline
Parish Sheriff’s Office.

Counterfeit $100 bills are circulating

The Eunice City Marshal’s Office is
warning area businesses to be award of

counterfeit currency.

During a traffic stop this week, depu-
ties with the Eunice City Marshal’s Of-
fice confiscated seven counterfeit $100

bills.

After investigation it was determined
that the fake currency had been used in

The Marshal’s office is advising that
all area merchants to be vigilant with

regard to the currency they are accept-

ing and, if they are unsure about it, to
contact their bank.
Anyone with information regarding

the counterfeit money is requested to call

457-6580.

the Acadiana area to purchase goods.

the Eunice City Marshal office at 337-
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Cajun anthem? Oh meo myo!

After the epic poem “Evangeline,” the
best-known rhyme about the Cajun coun-
try might be Hank Williams’s “Jamba-
laya,” even if nobody who’s ever lived on
any Louisiana bayou ever called anyone
else “ma cher amio.”

Some people claim “Jambalaya” may
be even better-known than “Evange-
line,” and attribute that to the fact that
Longfellow never thought about rhym-
ing “good-bye Joe” with “me gotta go,”
and that he just never could find a really
good rhythm guitar player.

Since Williams released his famous
version in 1952, a long list of perform-
ers from the Grand Ole Opry to the Lib-
erty Theater have tried their hands at it,
making “Jambalaya” one of the best rec-
ognized, if least authentic, songs about
the Cajun country. The list of copycat
artists runs from A to Z (Paul Anka to
the Zydeco Flames), and includes such
likely and unlikely names as Rex Allen,
Brenda Lee, Little Jimmy Dickens, Jer-
ry Lee Lewis, Jimmy Newman, George
Jones, Kitty Wells, Fats Domino, Connie
Stevens, Conway Twitty, Roy Orbison,
Waylon Jennings, Pat Boone and Gerry
and the Pacemakers.

Hank’s version topped the country mu-
sic charts for 14 weeks, and Louisiana
music historian John Broven claims that
the Williams recording made “Jamba-
laya” “the best known Cajun-based coun-
try song ever.”

I don’t think any of the other versions

reached the top of the pile. Probably the
next most noteworthy version was by
fellow Grand Ole Opry performer Moon
Mullican, who many people believe wrote
or, at least, co-wrote the song.

Moon, who was baptized Aubrey Wil-
son Mullican, in Polk County, Texas,
had about as much Cajun blood as the
Alabama-born Williams, but that appar-
ently has nothing to do with anything.
(Remember that the Louisiana legisla-
ture once tried to make a poem about
Mississippi our “official” state verse.)

Whatever its authorship, somewhere
along the line “Jambalaya” acquired a
reputation as a genuine Cajun folk song,
which it isn’t. But it does have a tiny bit
of authenticity in its Cajun pedigree. The
melody is based on “Grand Texas,” made
popular by The Hackberry Ramblers,
Papa Cairo and Aldus Roger, among oth-
ers, although the lyrics to the two songs
have little in common.

“Grand Texas” is a song about a wom-

an who left the singer to run off with
another man to Texas, while in “Jamba-
laya” the singer and his girl Yvonne plan
to stay at home and “have big fun on
the bayou.” (Have you ever noticed how
many Cajun songs talk about running
off to Texas? Why would a good Cajun
want to do that?)

Lots of folks assumed that Williams
came to write the song because of his as-
sociation with the “Louisiana Hayride”
radio show that began beaming music
across the South via the 50,000-watt
radio station KWKH in the spring of
1948. But the “Hayride” was produced in
Shreveport and was much more oriented
to country music than to Cajun.

A member of Moon Mullican’s family
thinks the song’s origins come from a
small south Louisiana bar owned by a
woman named Yvonne on a bayou where
Hank, as was his wont, had more than
one wonderful time, some of which he
could actually remember the next day.

That story has a ring of truth to it,
particularly since Moon Mullican’s nick-
name supposedly was given to him for
his predilection for whiskey of all flavors,
but especially for moonshine.

A collection of Jim Bradshaw’s col-
umns, Cajuns and Other Characters,
is now available from Pelican Publish-
ing. You can contact him at jimbrad-
shaw4321@gmail.com or P.O. Box 1121,
Washington LA 70589.

DON'T WORRY
ABOUT IT. IN

A FEW YEARS
IT WILL ALL BE

Hail to the punter in chie

He may not be the fastest president on
his feet we've ever had.

He may bore you to death compared to
the last president.

But I will tell you, if anyone in the
NFL is looking for a punter, Joe Biden
is your man.

The president didn’t blow up or melt
down at his first, much-anticipated and
ultimately embarrassing formal presi-
dential press conference.

But on Thursday he proved one thing
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Michael
Reagan

with a doubt — he’s not America’s quar-
terback in chief.

He’s our punter in chief.

For a little over an hour President
Biden ducked the mostly friendly ques-
tions of ten cherry-picked journalists
and read large chunks of his answers on
foreign policy from a briefing book.

He gave vague, garbled or outrageous
answers about immigration, Afghani-
stan, China, voting rights and the fili-
buster that generated zero tough follow-
ups from the liberal White House press
corps.

He punted on how he was going to fix
the immigration crisis he’s caused at the
border.

He punted on what the United
States should do about the economic
and military threat of China and
when he was going to get America out
Afghanistan.

He punted on when his administration
will allow the media and their cameras
to get access to the overcrowded border
facilities in Texas where thousands of
illegal immigrants and unaccompanied
migrant children await processing.

The only thing President Biden didn’t
really punt on was killing the filibuster.

The “relic of the Jim Crow era” as he
and its new enemies now call it, is the
same parliamentary tool he supported
for 40 years when he was a Senator.

It’s the same weapon his party used
aggressively and often in the Senate
during the Trump years when it was in
the minority.

Chuck Schumer used it to — among
many other things — block construction
of the Wall, change the Cares Act and
halt Sen. Tim Scott’s police reform bill.

But now “Wide-awoke” dJoe and
Schumer want to get rid of the filibus-
ter so their party can ram “progressive”
legislation through Congress that will
change the United States forever.

No member of the White House press
cheerleading squad had the courage to

remind Biden about that eulogy he gave
for his beloved colleague, Sen. Robert
Byrd, the former KKK member who was
a star on the Democrat Party’s team of
racist Southern senators who filibus-
tered the 1964 Civil Rights bill.

Meanwhile, talk about softballs tossed
underhand by little league journalists.

PBS White House reporter Yami-
che Alcindor prefaced her blatant pitch
for ending the filibuster by referring to
Biden as “a moral and decent” man.

There were no questions at all about
the COVID-19 pandemic or vaccines or
gun control.

And though Biden left many open-
ings for follow-up questions by saying
looney-tune things like President Trump
sent migrant families back to Mexico
to starve and a majority of Republicans
support him, they were not asked.

Say whatever bad you want about
Trump, he always called on his nemesis
Jim Acosta of CNN and he wasn’t afraid
to take questions from anyone.

And where Biden seemed to need a
briefing book to answer many of the
questions, none of his predecessors —
Trump, Reagan, Bush 41, Clinton, Bush
43 and Obama — never did.

Besides punting whenever he was in
doubt, Biden took half a dozen cheap
shots at President Trump (he was among
friends, so he knew he was safe).

Based on their friendly questions, the
White House press corps showed that
they haven’t exactly been working on
their fastballs while President Biden
was hiding from them for two months.

For instance, it should have made big
headlines and sparked lots of follow-up
questions when Biden went back on his
campaign promise and said he expects to
run again in 2024, but it didn’t.

The bottom line is, with those brief-
ing books and basic punting skills,
everyone who watched Biden’s press
conference could have done the press
conference too.

Michael Reagan is the son of President
Ronald Reagan, a political consultant,
and the author of “Lessons My Father
Taught Me: The Strength, Integrity,
and Faith of Ronald Reagan.” He is the
founder of the email service m
and president of The Reagan Legacy
Foundation. Visit his websites at www.
w and www.michaelereagan.
com. Send comments to Reagan@cagle-
karfoonscoml Follow @reaganworld on
Twitter.

May I sing

the housing
subdivision
blues?

My wife and I would never have met,
except that her family fled a densely pop-
ulated state when she was 11.

Given her satisfaction with the sim-
ple life (deer in the yard, the neighbors’
ponds and livestock across the road), I
dreaded sharing game-changing news
with her the other evening.

“One of the neighbors said a 100-house
subdivision is planned for one mile away
on our country road.”

(Technically, I think the revela-
tion was “One of the neighbors said a
100-house subdivision is planned for
one mile away on our country road; now,
where’s my supper, woman?” I'll prob-
ably be able to remember more precisely
when the swelling goes down.)

Don’t get me wrong. I'm not holier-
than-thou when it comes to turning for-
ests and pastureland into domiciles. For
much of my childhood, my father helped
keep a roof over our heads by working as
an agent for my mother’s cousin, a real
estate developer.

(Dad also kept a FLOOR under our feet,
but I've noticed parents never get much
credit for any non-roof amenities. Maybe
parents should diversify their speeches.
“Well, young lady, as long as you're ben-
efitting from my threshold and my wain-
scotting, you're living by MY rules!”)

My wife and I became homeowners
nearly 28 years ago, so I balk at be-
grudging anyone else their own shot at
affordable housing and the American
Dream. Granted, the American Dream
ain’t what it used to be, if townsfolks’
new aspiration is to be wedged between
Casa de Tyree and the industrial park!
I'm just saying.

Yes, everyone is entitled to their own
little piece of Paradise — which brings
an interesting twist to a classic philo-
sophical conundrum: “How many angels
can dance on the head of a pin?” (“I don’t
know — but way more than can fit on
Mike’s subdivision deck, dude.”)

I refuse to be one of those petition-
waving NIMBY (“Not in My Back Yard”)
soreheads. Because, frankly, most of the
theoretical future neighbors would stare
and ask, “What’s a back yard?”

I'm not even going to lose any sleep
over the eventual cute, ironic name of
the subdivision. You know, the develop-
ments are usually celebrating something
that is no longer around BECAUSE of
the development. Maybe it will be Tur-
key Cove or Groundhog Meadows — or
The Ability to Turn Your Cat Outdoors
Without It Getting Splattered by Ump-
teen Garbage Trucks, Ambulances and
Police Cars Acres!!!

Ours is not the only part of the county
experiencing a flood of home construc-
tion. People from every corner are gob-
smacked by the situation and ask some
variation of “If we suddenly need all
these houses, where the (bleep) are the
people living NOW?”

Good question. Maybe there are citi-
zens far to the north hearing the Si-
ren call and rationalizing, “Yes, they’ll
be cookie-cutter homes, but they’ll be
cookie-cutter homes that will provide
AIR CONDITIONING BILLS out the
wazoo.”

Or, most likely, we will see pasty-
skinned adult children emerging from
their parents’ basements in search of
a home of their own. (“The man at the
hardware store called this a ‘leaf blower’
— but it would be so cool to use against
Orcs and trolls!”)

I’ll not stand in the way of Progress.
Even if rising home values supersize my
tax bill.

“Well, old man, as long as you’re living
in MY COUNTY, youre not going out
with money left in your pockets!”

*Sigh*

Danny Tyree welcomes email responses
at tyreetyrades@aol.com. Danny’s weekly
column is distributed exclusively by Cagle
Cartoons Inc. newspaper syndicate.

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor are always
welcome at the News, but it’s neces-
sary for confirmation/identification
purposes to include author’s printed
name, signature and work/home
telephone number.

While the News does print the
author’s name it doesn’t print tele-
phone numbers or residence/busi-
ness addresses unless such a request
is made in writing on the letter.
However, without a phone number to
verify the letter, we can not print it.

No anonymous letters are pub-
lished.

Typed letters can be mailed to 465
Aymond, St., Eunice, LA 70535 or
e-mailed to harlan.kirgan@eunice-

Brevity 1s encouraged.

We no longer accept hand-written
letters. Letters we deem as political
copy may be placed as advertising.

All letters are subject to editing.
Keep those letters coming. Thank
you.
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News notes

Free food for seniors

at Farmers’ Market

Coupons are available for low-income
senior citizens to get free food. The cou-
pons may be used to buy fresh produce
at the Eunice Farmers’ Market. For more
information, call Sanford Wood at 337-
457-0607.

CDA meeting set for Monday

The Catholic Daughters of Americas
(CDA) will hold a meeting at 6 p.m. Mon-
day at the Jeanmard Center.

Members are asked to bring a canned
good to continue to make donations to the
Eunice Food Bank.

All Catholic women over 18 are invited
to check out this charitable organization.

For more information, contact Angela
Huckaby at 337-580-1928.

Help programs at First Baptist
wo programs are ongoing at the First
Baptist Church of Eunice Fellowship Hall.

Grief Share meets on Sundays through
May 30 from 4 to 6 p.m. with new mate-
rial every week.

Single and Parenting meets on Wednes-
days from 4 to 6 p.m. through May 19
also with new material each session.

Activities for children of all ages are
available.

For more information, contact Kim
Loewer at 337-580-3280 or First Baptist
Church of Eunice 337-457-2361.

Vet organizations seek members

The three veterans organizations in
Eunice are looking for new members.
American Legion Post 129, VFW Post
8971 and the DAV chapter are welcom-
ing new members.

For more information about joining,
call Don Reber, commander of VEW Post
8971 at 337-580-5444; The American Le-

gion Post 129 Commander David Crader
at 337-580-4052; and Commander Ken-
neth Manuel at DAV at 337-305-1801.

VFW bingo Thursday & Sundays

The VFW Post 8971 will hold Bingo.
The public is invited each Thursday and
Sunday at 7 p.m. to play Bingo at the
VFW Hall located on Hwy. 190 East. All
proceeds from Bingo games goes back to
the community.

The VFW Hall doors open at 4 p.m.

VA van trips are available again

The Veterans Administration (VA) has
started making van trips to the facilities,
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Riders are asked to meet at the Eunice
City Hall parking lot.

For more information, call 305-1801 or
396-6392.

St. Louis Cemetery donations

The St. Louis Cemetery, located at the
corner of St. Louis Road and Sittig in Eu-
nice is seeking donations for the upkeep
and maintenance of the cemetery. The
cemetery strictly operates by donations
and volunteers. The cemetery isn’t private.

Families who wish to donate are asked
to send to Keith Lavergne, cemetery
manager, at St. Louis Cemetery, P.O. Box
325, Eunice, LA 70535.

For details, questions, call: 337-305-
0328 or 337-580-0340. Email address is:
stlouiscemetery@gmail.com.

Funeral honor guard for vets

A foundation has been set for the St
Landry Parish Veteran Funeral Honor
Guard and now it needs donations to
become a reality, according to Lincoln
“Link” Savoie, coordinator.

Donations can be made to Ameri-
can Legion Post 514, In care of Veterans
Funeral Honor Guard, P.O. Box 1145,
Opelousas, LA, 70571.

Hospital

(Continued from Page 1)

smallness is advantage
in some ways because it
is place where staff comes
into contact with the
CEO, he said.

“Being in a small hospi-
tal you are part of a fam-
ily,” he said.

Frank said Michele
Fruge, marketing direc-
tor, became the hospital’s

vaccine coordinator.

The hospital has ad-
ministered close to 2,000
vaccines and it is likely
Fruge called the recipi-
ents.

The hospital offered
the vaccinations to help
more people have access
to it. The vaccine is now
readily available and the
drive-through 1is likely
one of the last vaccination
efforts at the hospital, he
said.

The drive-through is be-

ing coordinated with state
Department of Health Re-
gion 4, he said.

Restrictions at the hos-
pital due to COVID-19
are easing. Registration
for lab work is moving to
the second floor to help
the patient flow. Emer-
gency room patients will
be allowed a visitor and
in other areas two visitors
will be allowed.

Allegiance owns 13 ru-
ral hospitals, he said.

Easter

(Continued from Page 1)

The Rev. Brent
Shoalmire, pastor of First
Baptist Church, shared
that Easter Sunday is
about celebrating the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ.

Shoalmire added, “For
many Easter is about Eas-
ter egg hunts, a bunny,
dressing up in fancy Eas-
ter clothes, and family
get-togethers. Those are
all fun for many, but they
do not define what Easter
is truly about. The word
“Easter” 1s not actually
in the Bible. It is related

to the word “East” which
refers to the sun rising. It
references the Resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ.

Shoalmire said, “Eas-
ter is a Christian holi-
day where we -celebrate
the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. We reflect back
on the greatest moment in
history when a man died
on a cross more than 2000
years ago, was buried, and
came back to life three
days later.

“The meaning of Easter
is that this man, the Son of
God, paid the price for our
sins and rose again to rec-
oncile us to God. Romans
4:25 (NLT) says, “He was

handed over to die be-
cause of our sins, and He
was raised to life to make
us right with God.”
“Easter means that the
same great power that
raised dJesus from the
dead now works in us who
believe. The Apostle Paul
gave evidence to this when
he said, “I also pray that
you will understand the
incredible greatness of
God’s power for us who be-
lieve him. This is the same
mighty power that raised
Christ from the dead and
seated him in the place of
honor at God’s right hand
in the heavenly realms.”
(Ephesians 1:19-20 NLT).

Survey

(Continued from Page 1)

against COVID-19, and
still another 41% said
they intend to receive the
vaccine when it is avail-
able to them.

There is a substantial
racial gap in how children
are receiving instruction
from schools during the
pandemic. Eighty-two per-
cent of white parents with
children in kindergarten
through 12th grade say
their child attends entire-
ly in-person, but just 45%
of Black parents say their
child attends entirely in-
person.

Fifty-six percent of par-
ents of school-age children
think their child learned
less over the past year
than they would have if
not for the pandemic. De-
spite this, 77% are sat-
isfied with the instruc-
tion provided by their
child’s school during the
pandemic. Just 21% of
parents are dissatisfied

with the instruction their
child’s school provided.

Forty-nine percent of
state residents approve
of the state’s handling of
the outbreak, while 38%
disapprove — for a net ap-
proval of +11 percentage
points.

Seventy-five percent of
state residents support
the state continuing to al-
low more days of early vot-
ing, but just 49% support
the state continuing to al-
low more people to vote by
mail.

The Louisiana Survey
has been conducted for the
past 20 years, establish-
ing rich longitudinal mea-
sures of public opinion in
Louisiana. The mission of
the Louisiana Survey is to
establish benchmarks as
well as to capture change
in residents’ assessments
of state government ser-
vices. The survey is fur-
ther dedicated to tracking
public opinion on the con-
temporary policy issues
that face the state. Each
iteration of the Louisi-

ana Survey contains core
items designed to serve
as barometers of public
sentiment, including as-
sessments of whether the
state is heading in the
right direction or wrong
direction, perceptions
about the most important
problems facing the state,
as well as evaluations of
public revenue sources
and spending priorities.

The survey is a project
of the Reilly Center for
Media & Public Affairs,
an integral part of the
Manship School of Mass
Communication. The
Reilly Center’s mission
is to generate thoughtful
programs, dialogue and
research about mass com-
munication and its many-
faceted relationships with
social, economic and po-
litical issues.

Read the full first re-
port from the Louisiana
Survey at http:/pprllsu.
com/projects/. The third of
five reports from the Loui-
siana Survey is slated for
release on Tuesday.
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Letters to the editor
Kennedy on right track to protect local journalism

Over the past year, local journalism
has been more important — and more
needed — than ever. From the CO-
VID-19 pandemic to the reignited social
justice movement to the explosive 2020
U.S. presidential election and its after-
math, people have been turning to news
publishers, day in and day out, to keep
them up to date on how the changes
happening around the world affect their
daily lives. However, while news has
been more in-demand than at any time
in recent history, news publishers have
been struggling more than ever.

Companies like Facebook and Google
routinely profit off of the content pro-
duced by news publishers. The duopoly
earns 70% or more of every advertising
dollar spent online, leaving publish-
ers with literal pennies to help pay for
news. That imbalance is part of why
the news industry has lost more than
28,000 jobs since 2008, and why 1,800
communities have lost their local news-
papers since 2004. In Louisiana, 20
newspapers have shuttered since 2004,
and newspaper circulation has declined
by 40%. Thirty-nine parishes in the
state have only one local news outlet,
and two have none. Yet, Louisiana is
faring better than other states.

As highlighted by recent global devel-
opments, including the European Union
and Australia, the world is moving
toward a new and more equitable com-
pensation system for publishers. U.S.

Sen. John N. Kennedy, R-Madisonville,
has long been a champion of similar
legislation in the U.S. As a co-sponsor
of the “Journalism Competition and
Preservation Act,” Kennedy has shown
that he understands the value of quality
journalism here in Louisiana — and

in all 50 states — and for that, we are
incredibly grateful.

Kennedy’s proposed legislation would
grant news publishers a limited safe
harbor to negotiate with the platforms
for better business terms to support
journalism. Through the safe harbor,
publishers big and small would be able
to join together to ask companies like
Google and Facebook for revenue-shar-
ing terms that would permit them to
continue to provide their communities
with the quality journalism they depend
on.

It is simply not possible for most
individual news publishers to challenge
the basic terms offered by the online
behemoths. The platforms are simply
much too big and much too influential.
If the safe harbor is passed, publish-
ers would benefit from better business
arrangements with the tech companies
that would give us what we need most
to continue to give you the news you
need most.

Dave Chavern
News Media Alliance
Arlington, Virginia

Judges ask citizens to answer jury duty call

Our courts need your help. As judges
across our state return to conducting
jury trials, we are asking you to answer
the call to serve as a juror. Our system
of having matters judged by jurors
of our peers is one of the endur-
ing institutions of our democracy, and
fulfilling your duty as jurors has never
been more important. As jurors we
are called upon to resolve differences
between persons within our communi-
ties as well as to determine criminal
responsibility.

The collective wisdom of jurors is
needed to resolve factual disputes and
apply the laws passed by our represen-
tatives, thus ensuring that all values
and voices in our community are heard.
In fact, there are few opportunities
in our democracy that compare to the
instant impact that your decisions as ju-
rors have on the parties before you and
your community. This critical element
of our legal system has been severely
impacted over the past year as cases
were backlogged due to the pandemic.
And while we recognize that the risks of
the virus have not been eliminated, we
are hopeful that the worst is behind us.
Your safety remains of primary impor-
tance. We have consulted with medical
professionals who have established pro-
tocols for safely returning to jury trials.
You can be confident that all safety
precautions have been, and are be-
ing, taken to ensure your health and
safety as you honor your duty to serve
as jurors. Every citizen is required to
respond when summoned to serve as

a juror. However, the judges conduct-
ing trials will be sensitive to the
needs of each person, particularly
those whom medical experts have
identified as most at risk from the virus.
Your particular medical circumstances
will be considered,and no one will be
compelled to serve who is not willing
and fit to do so. But these extraordinary
times make your participation critically
important.

This has been an extremely chal-
lenging year. We all know persons who
have lost their lives, businesses, jobs,
and health to the virus. But as leaders
of the judicial branch of our govern-
ment, we have also witnessed the
indomitable spirit of the citizens of
this great state. Our legal system now
faces new challenges brought on by
the pandemic. Your service as jurors is
absolutely essential to us overcoming
these challenges. Please honor the call
to serve. Discharging your civic duty by
answering the call to serve as a juror
at this critical time is an act of civic
responsibility, and a civics lesson, that
you will neither regret nor soon forget.
As elected leaders of the judiciary, each
of us stands committed to seeing that
your service is honored by all.

Thank you for your service,

John L. Weimer, chief justice;

Scott J. Crichton, justice; James T.
Genovese, justice; William J. Crain,
justice; Jay B. McCallum, justice;
and Piper D. Griffin, justice.
Louisiana Supreme Court

SPONSORED BY

Leather Interior ¢ Security System

Alloy Wheels ¢ Heated Seats

Power Mirrors ¢ Tinted Glass
Automatic Headlights
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Hwy. 190 East ¢ 457-7361 ¢ Eunice

World.

Trevyn Smith

My Hero is: Jesus.

school is: Homework.

Challenger SRT Hellcat.
Addie and I.

and I'm nice.

You're the

ple of My Eye

Name: Trevyn Smith.

% Grade: 2nd.

& School: East Elementary.

Siblings: Adaleigh Smith.

When I grow up I want to be: A
basketball player.

My Favorite Movie/Cartoon: Jurassic

My favorite book is: Pete the Cat.
My favorite junk food is: Chips.
My favorite subject is: Science.

My favorite sport is: Basketball.
My favorite animal is: King Cobra.

My least favorite chore is: I don’t have chores, I clean
up after myself and sometimes Addie to help my mom.

The first thing I like to do when I get home from

The best thing about summer is: Vacations & beach.
If I could buy one gift for myself it would be: A

I really like it when my Mom says or does: Plays with

The best thing about me is: I like making new friends
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LSUE
downs
MGCCC

By Tom Dodge
Sports Editor

The No. 5 Lady Bengals
opened the NJCAA Re-
gion 23 tournament with
a 58-46 victory over No.
12 Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College.

No. 5 LSUE will host
No. 13 East Central at 6
p-m. Monday as the Lady
Warriors upset No. 4 Me-
ridan, 54-43.

The Lady Bengals
forced eight turnovers
in the first quarter and
jumped out to a 14-5 lead.

LSUE would score 24
points off turnovers in the
contest.

MGCCC outscored the
Lady Bengals 15-9 in the
second quarter but LSUE
held on to a 23-20 lead at
intermission.

The Lady Bengals re-
sponded with a 17-11
third quarter run to push
ahead, 40-31 as the game
moved into the final quar-
ter.

LSUE sealed the win
with a 18-15 fourth quar-
ter.

See LSUE on Page 7

Margaret
leads ELTL

By Tom Dodge
Sports Editor

Team Margaret
grabbed a 14-8 win over
Team Phyllis to keep con-
trol of Eunice Ladies Ten-
nis League spring action.

After eight weeks,
Team Margaret increased
its lead to 102-86 over
Team Phyllis.

On Court One, Team
Margaret’s Michelle Laf-
leur and Debbie Miller
earned a 6-2, 6-2 win
over Janet Prudhomme
and Jeanine Kibodeaux of
Team Phyllis.

On Court Two, Team
Margaret’s Sylvia Fon-
tenot and Allie Ogea
grabbed a 6-1, 6-1 win
over Team Phyllis’ Kelly
Sonnier and Myra Miller.

On Court Three, Ellen
Myers and Cynthia Tan-
ner led Team Phyllis to a
7-5, 6-7, 6-2 split set win
over team captain Mar-
garet Young and Daphne
Simoneaux.

See ELTL on Page 7

Six Lady Jays land on 5-1A team

By Tom Dodge
Sports Editor

Five of the six District
5-1A teams earned LH-
SAA playoff spots this
season.

No. 8 St. Edmund
opened the Div. IV play-
offs with a 46-40 win over
Hanson Memorial.

The Lady Jays finished
the season with a 15-8
overall record as St. Ed’s
fell 58-27 to top-seed
Ouachita Christian in the
quarterfinal round.

No. 7 Opelousas Cath-
olic went undefeated
in District 5-1A play to
claim title.

OC opened the playoffs
with a 47-42 win over No.
10 St. Mary’s and then
lost 51-27 to No. 2 High-
land Baptist to finish the
season with a 16-6 overall
record.

No. 11 Catholic High of
Pointe Coupee (17-11) fell
in the first round to No. 6
St. John, 58-22.

No. 16 Sacred Heart
of Ville Platte (3-16) was
pushed out in the first
round by top-seed Ouachi-
ta Christian (70-21).

No. 4 North Central
earned a first-round bye
in the Class 1-A playoffs
and then grabbed wins
over No. 13 Plain Dealing
(51-34) and No. 12 Lincoln
Prep (51-47).

The Lady Hurricanes
finished the season with
a 15-9 overall record as
North Central fell in the
state semifinals to No. 1
East Iberville (54-40).

Westminster Christian
Academy did not receive a
playoff berth as the Lady
Crusaders finished the
season at 4-9 overall.

Opelousas Catholic’s
Connie  Thierry  was
named the District 5-1A
Coach of the Year.

North Central’s Ya'Jaia
Goudeau earned MVP
honors.

Lady Jay senior Rebec-
ca Benoit was named to
the All-District first team
along with OC’s Brailey
Major and Rylee Labra-
yuere.

Katelyn Harrison from
North Central was also
named to the first team.

St. Ed’s senior Savan-
nah DeVillier earned sec-
ond team honors along
with Sacred Heart’s Kali
Shiver.

Opelousas Catholic’s
Mckenna Denafrio and
Layn Carter also earned

See 5-1A on Page 7

Tanzy Miller: All — Defensive Team

Mary Beth Lafleur: All — District Honorable Mention

Raiders, WCA win parish titles

[

By Tom Dodge
Sports Editor

The Northwest Raid-
ers and the Westminster
Christian Academy Lady
Crusaders both scored
300 points to capture the
2021 St. Landry Parish
track titles.

WCA won the girls par-
ish championship with
354 points, followed by
Northwest (254), Opelou-
sas (160), J.S. Clark Lead-
ership Academy (158), Eu-
nice (118), Port Barre (92),
Beau Chene (70), North
Central (60), St. Edmund
(48) and Opelousas Catho-
lic (12).

The Eunice Lady Bob-
cats had won seven con-
secutive parish titles be-
fore last year’s meet was
cancelled due to the CO-
VID 19 pandemic.

St.  Edmunds Ellie
Manuel won the high
jump with a leap of 4-6.

Manuel finished sec-
ond in the javelin with a
throw of 93-0.

Lady Cats Madison
Freeman, Allison Free-
man, Saige Freeman and
Amaya Hudson finished
clinched second in the
4x200 meter relay with a
time of 4:48.49.

Lady Bobcat Madison
Freeman finished third
in the 300-meter hurdles
with a time of 55.78.

Madison Freeman,
Andajihi Savoy, Allison
Freeman and Saige Free-
man finished third in the
4x200 meter relay with a
time of 2:00.38.

Madison Freeman fin-
ished second in the dis-
cus with a throw of 86-3
ahead of her twin sister
Allison Freeman’s 79-9.

Allison Freeman fin-
ished third in the javelin
with a throw of 92-8.

Northwest won the boys
title with 304 points, fol-

o PRI
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St. Edmund’s Ellie Manuel won the girls high jump at the St. Landry Parish meet with a leap of 4-6. (Photo by Tom Dodge)

lowed by Westminster
Christian Academy (210),
J.S. Clark (194), Opelou-
sas (168), St. Edmund
(158), Opelousas Catholic
(145), Beau Chene (130),
Eunice (108), North Cen-
tral (36) and Port Barre
(2).

Eunice High’s Joseph
Clement finished second
in the 400 meters with a
time of 53.62.

Jon'darius Mayo, Ga-
briel Mayo, Dakota Garza
and Michael Gaspard led
EHS to a second place fin-
ish in the 4x800 meter re-

lay with a time of 9:46.75.

Eunice’s Clarence Ar-
ceneaux, dJesten Callo-
way, Terrance Shilow and
Clement Joseph finished
third in the 4x200 me-
ter relay with a time of
1:38.44.

Garza finished third in

the 3,200 meters with a
time of 11:26.62.

St. Edmund’s Clay Mill-
er won the boys javelin
with a throw of 132-2.

Blue Jay Gus Brown
won the pole vault compe-
tition at 9-0.

Blue Jays Alex Fon-

tenot, Nic Fontenot, East-
en Coleman and Luke
Trahan finished second
in the 4x200 meter relay
with a time of 1:36.52.
Alex Fontenot, Nic Fon-
tenot, Coleman and Tra-

See Parish on Page 7
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Bengals split
with Galveston

GALVESTON, Texas
— It was a tale of two
games for LSU Eunice
softball as its offense
came to life in the second
game against Galves-
ton College to split its
Wednesday doublehead-
er.

It is the seventh dou-
bleheader split of the
season for the Bengals
(23-11).

LSU Eunice fell 10-2 in
the opener before taking
an offensive shootout, 12-
10.

Rylie Candella led the
way in the victory with a
six RBI performance.

Galveston 10, LSUE 2

Haley Henderson
blasted a pair of home
runs as Galveston Col-
lege used an early surge
to push past LSU Eu-
nice, 10-2. The Bengals
managed just two hits in
the five inning game.

Jessi Cary provided the
big blast for the Bengals,
belting a two-run home
run in the second inning
to tie the game, 2-2. It
was Cary's first long ball
of the season.

The Whitecaps would
answer with eight unan-
swered runs with seven
of those eight coming
with two outs.

LSUE 12, GC 10

The LSU Eunice of-
fense responded with a
14-hit, 12-run and sur-
vived another offensive
surge from Galveston
College in a 12-10 vic-
tory.

The Bengals used a
six-run second inning to
hold on to the lead for

good.
Both teams came out
hot as Candella and

Cary helped put the Ben-
gals on the board with a
three-run first.

The Whitecaps an-
swered right away with
five of their own, four
coming with two outs.

The Bengals would
respond with authority,
scratching six runs off
four hits, two walks and
a hit by pitch. Candella
provided the big boost
with a grand slam.

The sophomore pro-
duced her second six RBI
game of the season. Af-
ter two more runs in the
third inning, both pro-
duced by Olivia Hennen,
LSUE held an 11-5 edge.

Galveston would
claw back to within a
run with another five-
run inning. Sydnei Si-
mon would shutout the
Whitecaps the final four
innings, with just one
batter reaching scoring
position.

Simon improved to 5-2
after tossing 4.2 innings,
giving up three runs off
two hits and four walks
while striking out five
batters.

Candella was joined
by Cary, Simon, Maddie
Leal and Hennen with
multi-hit games. Hennen
led a base running fren-
zy, collecting three of the
team's ten stolen bases.

LSUE will take on
Alvin Community Col-
lege for a 2 p.m. Tues-
day doubleheader before
Wednesday’s rematch
with Galveston College.

ELTL

From Page 6

On Court Four, Team
Margaret’s Heidi Dis-
chler and Rachel Andrus
earned a 7-5, 7-5 win over

Team Phyllis’s Maureen
Fontenot and Caroline

Andrus.
On Court Five, the
Team Phyllis duo of Cher-

yl Manuel and Connie
Tupper cruised to a 6-1,
6-1 win over Team Mar-
garet’s Angie Thibodeaux
and Kelly Tupper.

Anna Belle Fontenot: All — District Honorable Mention

5-1A
From Page 6

second team honors along
with Isabella  Guerlin
from Catholic High of
Pointe Coupee.

Parish

From Page 6

han led the Jays to a third
place finish in the 4x100
meter relay.

St. Edmund’s Kieran
Davis finished third in the
110-meter hurdles with a
time of 18.25.

Davis also finished
third in the shot put with
a throw of 38-2.

Alex Fontenot finished
third in the long jump
with a leap of 19-7 1/2.

St. Edmund will com-
pete in the District 5-1A
meet on April 21 at Port
Allen.

Eunice High will battle
in the District 4-4A meet
tentatively set for April 22
at LaGrange.

LSUE's Alona Washington looks to pass the ball as MGCCC'’s Aniya Saddler defends on
the play. Washington led the Lady Bengals with 14 points. (Photo by Tom Dodge)

LSUE

From Page 6

Alona Washington led
LSUE with 14 points,
Trinity Harold added 13
points and Tahjea Smith
chipped in 12 points.

Washington also led
the team with 14 rebounds
and had nine assists to
along with a team’s best
five steals.

The Lady Bengals en-
tered the tournament
as the No. 5 seed after
capturing their fourth
straight Louisiana Com-
munity Colleges Athletic

Conference regular sea-
son title.

It was the first postsea-
son game hosted at LSUE
since hosting the District
B tournament during the
2006-07 season.

That year, the Bengals
qualified for the NJCAA
Division IT National Tour-
nament, placing fourth.

The semifinals and fi-
nals will still take place
on the campus of Missis-
sippi College in Clinton,
Mississippi.

Last year, LSUE won
its first postseason game
in more than a decade
when it defeated South-
west Mississippi, 71-66,

in the opening round.

The Bengals would fall
to four-time Region 23
champion Jones College
in the semifinal round.

LSU Eunice men’s
basketball game with
Itawamba Community

College has been declared
a no contest after Iltawam-
ba was forced to withdraw
from the Region 23 Tour-
nament due to COVID-19
contact tracing protocols.

No. 4 LSUE automati-
cally advances to Tues-
day’s quarterfinals where
it will host the winner be-
tween Holmes and Missis-
sippi Gulf Coast.

Greta Miller: All — District Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention list.
North Central’s Taylor
Tanner, Carly Cloud from

Sacred Heart’s Ava John-
son and Aalyiah Arvie
from WCA.

Lady Jay senior Tanzy
Miller was placed on the
All-Defensive team.

Joining  Miller are St. Edmund seniors Sacred Heart were also
North Central’s Jashay- Mary Beth Lafleur and named honorable men-
bra Young, Alexis Lafleur Anna Belle Fontenot tion selections along with

Claire Rivet and Ashlyn
Landry from CHPC.

along with junior Greta
Miller were named to

from Opelousas Catholic,
CHPC’s Troyana Pichon,

St. Ed’s downs Iota

By Tom Dodge
Sports Editor

A girls doubles sweep
helped St. Edmund earn
a 5-3 tennis win over Iota.

Savannah DeVillier and
Greta Miller cruised to a
6-0 win over Iota’s Van-
essa Doroteo and Kadence
Faulk.

Tanzy Miller and Ali
Lantz earned a 6-1 victory
over Lady Bulldogs Kiara
Guidry and Tori Guidry.

Anna Fruge and dJu-
lia Zaunbrecher rolled
to a 6-0 win over Iota’s
Madison Guidry and Tori
Guidry.

In girls singles, Susan-
nah Summerlin batttled
to an 8-6 win over Van-
essa Doroteo.

Faulk earned an 8-3
victory over St. Ed’s Hel-
en Brown.

In boys singles, Iota’s
Luis Doroteo  earned
an 8-2 win over Pierson
Brown.

In boys doubles, Ross
Fontenot and Blake Sum-
merlin combined for a 6-2
win over Iota’s Duston
Boulet and Liam Car-
swell.

The Bulldog duo of Jar-
ed Quibodeaux and Ethan
Cormier rallied for a 6-4
win over Fontenot and
Summerlin.

Susannah Summerlin serves the ball. (Photo by Tom Dodge
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AIR CONDITIONING & H

. No Down | | Service
mith =&
Financing Week

AIR CONDITIONING, INC.  ZENNOX D)

LA Arborist FULLY INSURED

Lic # 09-1668

STUMP GRINDING - TREE REMOVAL
PRUNING / TRIMMING

cet 337-305-1956  &us 337-546-6492

" Monthiy Rates:

Wow Supreme Express = -
Wash o Wash _ Wash =il v Save Time
$3995 52995 $]Q95 v Save Money

v No Commitment

Now Available ¢ Sattler Suhply *211'S Bohcat Dr

Monthly Rates Valid For One Car Wash Per Day! o

STORAGE

5 x 45 Units

& Seietrricity Optional
» GENERAL CONTRACTOR
. : M \l TT Tﬂ

: ,cofﬁl'\

BASILE STATE BANK ANDREPONT
Offering Big Bank prodicts — -

with Home-Town

Customer Service!

Nowoffeing
Intermet Banking, Freg Checking, Overdraft Privlege
and somuch more!

ik @

www.basilebank.com

* New Construction Homes
* Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
* Backyard Renovations
* Roofing

* Free Inspections on Hurricane Laura

and Delta Claims! Let us deal with your
insurance so you don’t have to. Even if you
filed, let us help you get what you deserve!

Commercial & Residential

State Licensed & Insured #881702

337-466-8883

Nain Ofce

3031 Stagg Ave.
Basle, LA 70546
374326646
3974325166 Fax

Eunice Branch
T51W. Meple
Eunie, LATOG35
74574050
397457.7581 Fax

)GGING

L'
Joey's Bush
Hogging Services

Lowest Price Per Acre!

That’s right..Now you can have a
favorite keepsake protected forever or
a number of other things
Up to 25” wide and any depth
See something in The Eunice News
you want lamintated?

Call us and we’ll clip it out,
laminate it, and have it
waiting for you to pick up
Think of all the things you can laminate:

+ Business Cards + Apple of My Eye

+ Greeting Cards Clippings

« Your Kids Sports Photos « Weddings, Engagements,

+ Academic Achievements  Bridal Showers
Photos/Certificates + Documents

* Newspaper Photos & ~ « Charts & Graphs
Clippings of your + School Projects
kids or loved ones « Full Poster Boards

Te Fumice News

Fax 457-3122 465 Aymond Street  phone 457-3061

| LOANS B TITLES & MORE

/ Office of Motor Vehicles
Loans for all your needs! G of Motar Vehi

$3'00-$ 5,000 ;%eeri * License Plate Processing

*Titles ¢ Vehicle Registrations

b} / * On-site Notary
- - COME . Renew::):; Prlver’s License & ID
- .
. lN Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

v
At TODAY!

Y \‘d

Becky Daigle

Soutﬂ!elpxzeelag!:x%gans Titles & More, LLC
220 W. Vine St. Eunice 1830 W. Laurel Ave.

337-466-3771

INSURANCE SERVIGES

337) 457-9361

MAY'S PAINTING
& HoOME REPAIR

. Licensed Bring me
Eric May & Insured your house'
\ Your car.
" And You

337.501.1772 o] | Could save.

Painting * Remodeling
Floors ¢ Roofs * Fences * Decks
¢ And other carpentry

From roofs to floors,
indoors to outdoors.

For discounts on
home & auto, call me.

JOHN R. GUILLORY|
Allstate Insurance Company
721 W. Laurel

Eunice

457-8438

SEWAGE SYSTEMS

M 1
artell | Anstate
AQ [REPAIRS/KPUMP/OUTS
l BOWBIIS | "Byy A SUBSCRIPTION
AND SAVE
Rﬁ)vnanﬁeMﬁ25L|33?337F3,5(185-256513'71 AL YERR ROUND:
P.0. BOX 489, EUNICE, LA 70535 457-3061

PUBLIC NOTICE

SHERIFF’S SALE

21ST MORTGAGE CORPORATION
Vs

JOSHUA J. BABINEAUX & TABATHA LYNN BABINEAUX

NO. 20-C-0648-C, CIVIL DOCKET, 27TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUISIANA

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT BY VIRTUE OF AWRIT OF SEIZURE
AND SALE ISSUED OUT OF THE HONORABLE, THE 27TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT OF LOUISIANA, IN THE ABOVE ENTITLED AND NUMBERED CAUSE
AND TO ME DIRECTED, | HAVE SEIZED AND TAKEN INTO MY POSSESSION
AND WILL OFFER FOR SALE TO THE LAST AND HIGHEST BIDDER, ACCORD-
ING TO LAW, COMMENCING AT THE LEGAL HOUR OF 10:00 A.M. AT THE
PRINCIPAL FRONT DOOR OF THE COURT HOUSE AT OPELOUSAS, LOUI-
SIANA ON WEDNESDAY, THE 7TH DAY OF APRIL, 2021, THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIBED PROPERTY, TO WIT:

2018 CLAYTON MOBILE HOME 52 X 28 BEARING SERIAL NUMBERS
CAP032272TNA AND CAP032272TNB

A CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF LAND TOGETHER WITH ALL BUILDINGS AND
IMPROVEMENTS THEREON AND AN THE RIGHTS, WAYS, PRIVILEGES AND
SERVITUDES THERETO PERTAINING, CONTAINING 5.17 ACRES, MORE OR
LESS AND LOCATED IN SECTION 45, T-5-8, R-3-E, ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUI-
SIANA; SAID LOT BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS “TRACT 4”
ON A PLAT OF SURVEY IN THE ESTATE OF ABLE THOMAS, SR., PREPARED
BY PAUL FONTENOT, C.E., DATED NOVEMBER 9,1976, UNDER ACT NO.
606362, RECORDS OF ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUISIANA AND HAVING SUCH
DIMENSIONS, MEASUREMENTS AND BOUNDARIES AS ARE MORE FULLY
SHOWN ON SAID PLAT OF SURVEY.

BEING THE SAME PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY TABATHA THOMAS BABINEAUX
& JOSHUA JAMES BABINEAUX FROM JEROME C. THOMAS SR., BY DONA-
TION INTER VIVOS, DATED MAY 11, 2018, RECORDED UNDER FILE NO.
1173580, OF THE CONVEYANCE RECORDS OF ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUI-
SIANA. FURTHER BEING THE SAME PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY JEROME C.
THOMAS SR. FROM DAVID JAMES THOMAS BY EXCHANGE OF REAL ES-
TATE, RECORDED MAY 13, 1987, RECORDED UNDER FILE NO. 715867 OF
THE CONVEYANCE RECORDS OF ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUISIANA.

PROPERTY ADDRESS IS BELIEVED TO BE: 324 THOMAS AVE, OPELOUSAS,
LA
(TO BE SOLD IN GLOBO)

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE:

CASH WITH BENEFIT OF APPRAISEMENT TO PAY AND SATISFY THE SUM
OF NINETY-THREE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED THIRTY-FOUR AND 39/100
DOLLARS ($93,934.39), TOGETHER WITH INTEREST AT THE RATE OF TEN
AND THIRTY-FOUR HUNDREDTHS (10.34%) PER ANNUM THEREON FROM
AUGUST 1, 2019, AND ATTORNEY FEES OF_25% , PER CENT OF THE PRIN-
CIPAL AND INTEREST, AS WELL AS ALL OTHER COSTS OF THIS SUIT.

ANYONE PURCHASING PROPERTY AT SHERIFF’'S SALE IS GIVEN UNTIL 2:00
P.M. ON SALE DAY TO PAY THE FULL PURCHASE AMOUNT.

BOBBY J. GUIDROZ, SHERIFF
ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUISIANA

(PUBLISH: MARCH 4 & APRIL 4, 2021) 2T

PUBLIC NOTICE

SHERIFF’S SALE

VANDERBILT MORTGAGE AND FINANCE INC.
Vs

JAMES EARL MANLEY & FAITH LIN HOPKINS MANLEY BOTH THRU ATTY
GEORGE SEVERSON

NO. 21-C-0529-A, CIVIL DOCKET, 27TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUISIANA

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT BY VIRTUE OF AWRIT OF SEIZURE
AND SALE ISSUED OUT OF THE HONORABLE, THE 27TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT OF LOUISIANA, IN THE ABOVE ENTITLED AND NUMBERED CAUSE
AND TO ME DIRECTED, | HAVE SEIZED AND TAKEN INTO MY POSSESSION
AND WILL OFFER FOR SALE TO THE LAST AND HIGHEST BIDDER, ACCORD-
ING TO LAW, COMMENCING AT THE LEGAL HOUR OF 10:00 A.M. AT THE
PRINCIPAL FRONT DOOR OF THE COURT HOUSE AT OPELOUSAS, LOUI-
SIANA ON WEDNESDAY, THE 7TH DAY OF APRIL, 2021, THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIBED PROPERTY, TO WIT:

2006 SOUTHERN ENERGY SOUTHERN E MOBILE HOME BEARING SERIAL
NUMBER DSEAL17588ABC IMMOBILIZED ONTO AND INCLUDING THE FOL-
LOWING DESCRIBED IMMOVABLE PROPERTY:

A CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF GROUND, SITUATED IN SECTION 33, TOWN-
SHIP 3 SOUTH, RANGE 6 EAST, ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUISIANA, BEING
IDENTIFIED AS LOT THREE (3) OF THE VILLA ROUGE SUBDIVISION, AS
SHOWN ON THAT CERTAIN PLAT OF SURVEY OF SAID SUBDIVISION DAT-
ED JUNE 2, 2002, PREPARED BY MORGAN GOUDEAU & ASSOCIATES AT-
TACHED TO THAT ACT RECORDED UNDER ENTRY NO. 901014, IN CONVEY-
ANCE BOOK N-39, PAGE 613, OF THE RECORDS OF ST. LANDRY PARISH
CLERK OF COURT.

BEING THE SAME PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY JAMES E. MANLEY AND FAITH
HOPKINS MANLEY FROM DOUGLAS P. GERACE AND CANDY BLANCHARD
GERACE BY THAT ACT OF CASH SALE DATED MAY B, 2004 AND RECORDED
JUNE 11, 2004 UNDER ENTRY NO. 926352 OF THE RECORDS OF ST. LANDRY
PARISH, LOUISIANA.

AND

A CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF GROUND, SITUATED IN SECTION 33, TOWN-
SHIP 3 SOUTH, RANGE 6 EAST, ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUISIANA, BEING
IDENTIFIED AS LOT FOUR (4) OF THE VILLA ROUGE SUBDIVISION, CON-
TAINING 0.430 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AS SHOWN ON THAT CERTAIN PLAT
OF SURVEY OF SAID SUBDIVISION DATED JUNE 2, 2002, PREPARED BY
MORGAN GOUDEAU & ASSOCIATES ATTACHED TO THAT AD RECORDED
UNDER ENTRY NO. 901014, IN CONVEYANCE BOOK N-39, PAGE 613, OF THE
RECORDS OF ST. LANDRY PARISH CLERK OF COURT.

BEING THE SAME PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY JAMES E. MANLEY AND FAITH
HOPKINS MANLEY FROM DOUGLAS P. GERACE AND CANDY BLANCHARD

GERACE BY THAT ACT OF CASH SALE DATED JUNE 14, 2006 AND RECORD-
ED JUNE 14, 2006 UNDER ENTRY NO. 964271 OF THE RECORDS OF ST.
LANDRY PARISH, LOUISIANA.

PROPERTY ADDRESS IS BELIEVED TO BE:
METTO, LA

135 VILLA ROUGE LANE, PAL-

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE:

CASH WITH BENEFIT OF APPRAISEMENT TO PAY AND SATISFY THE SUM
OF EIGHTY-SIX THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED TWELVE AND 76/100 DOLLARS
($86.612.76), TOGETHER WITH INTEREST AT THE RATE OF TEN AND ONE
TENTH (10.1%) PER ANNUM THEREON FROM AUGUST 1, 2020, AND ATTOR-
NEY FEES OF_15% , PER CENT OF THE PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST, AS
WELL AS ALL OTHER COSTS OF THIS SUIT.

ANYONE PURCHASING PROPERTY AT SHERIFF’'S SALE IS GIVEN UNTIL 2:00
P.M. ON SALE DAY TO PAY THE FULL PURCHASE AMOUNT.

BOBBY J. GUIDROZ, SHERIFF
ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUISIANA

(PUBLISH: MARCH 4 & APRIL 4, 2021) 2T

PUBLIC NOTICE

SHERIFF’S SALE

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING LLC
Vs

CHARLOTTE MARIE ANDRUS GILBERT

NO. 20-C-2783-C, CIVIL DOCKET, 27TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUISIANA

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT BY VIRTUE OF AWRIT OF SEIZURE
AND SALE ISSUED OUT OF THE HONORABLE, THE 27TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT OF LOUISIANA, IN THE ABOVE ENTITLED AND NUMBERED CAUSE
AND TO ME DIRECTED, | HAVE SEIZED AND TAKEN INTO MY POSSESSION
AND WILL OFFER FOR SALE TO THE LAST AND HIGHEST BIDDER, ACCORD-
ING TO LAW, COMMENCING AT THE LEGAL HOUR OF 10:00 A.M. AT THE
PRINCIPAL FRONT DOOR OF THE COURT HOUSE AT OPELOUSAS, LOUI-
SIANA ON WEDNESDAY, THE 7TH DAY OF APRIL, 2021, THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIBED PROPERTY, TO WIT:

THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THE ACT OF MORTGAGE IS DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:

THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF GROUND, TOGETHER WITH ALL IM-
PROVEMENTS THEREON AND THEREUNTO BELONGING, SITUATED IN
SECTION 94, TOWNSHIP 6 SOUTH, RANGE 4 EAST, ST. LANDRY PARISH,
LOUISIANA, BEING KNOWN AND DESIGNATED LOT THREE (3) OF PLAT OF
SURVEY DATED MAY 20, 1969, PREPARED BY MORGAN GOUDEAU & ASSO-
CIATES, RECORDED UNDER ENTRY NO. 550251 OF THE RECORDS OF ST.
LANDRY PARISH CLERK OF COURT.

PROPERTY ADDRESS IS BELIEVED TO BE: 2123 VIGE STREET, OPELOU-
SAS, LA

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE:

CASH WITH BENEFIT OF APPRAISEMENT TO PAY AND SATISFY THE SUM
OF THIRTY-SIX THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED FOUR AND 34/100 DOLLARS
(836,704.34), TOGETHER WITH INTEREST AT THE RATE OF FIVE AND SEV-
ENTY-FIVE HUNDREDTHS (5.75%) PER ANNUM THEREON FROM JUNE 1
2019, AND ATTORNEY FEES OF _2'5% , PER CENT OF THE PRINCIPAL AND
INTEREST, AS WELL AS ALL OTHER COSTS OF THIS SUIT.

ANYONE PURCHASING PROPERTY AT SHERIFF’'S SALE IS GIVEN UNTIL 2:00
P.M. ON SALE DAY TO PAY THE FULL PURCHASE AMOUNT.

BOBBY J. GUIDROZ, SHERIFF
ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUISIANA
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
DATE: 03/22/2021

Sealed bids will be received at the St. Landry Parish Yambilee Building located at
1939 West Landry Street, in Opelousas, Louisiana, up to the hour of 2:00 P.M. on

Thursday, April 8, 2021

And then publicly opened and read aloud on Thursday, April 9, 2021 at 2:30 P.M.
at the St. Landry Parish Yambilee for the following:

Furnishing Gravel for a period of 1 (one) year starting 04/13/2021.
Furnishing Limestone for a period of 1 (one) year starting 04/13/2021.
Furnishing Diesel for a period of 6 (six) months starting 04/13/2021.
Furnishing Hot Mix for a period of 1 (one) year starting 04/13/2021.
Furnishing Cold Mix for a period of 1 (one) year starting 04/13/2021.
Furnishing Culverts for a period of 1 (one) year starting 04/13/2021.

oo p N2

Specifications are available and may be picked up in the Office of the Purchasing
Agent at the St. Landry Parish Yambilee Building at 1939 West Landry Opelousas,
Louisiana. The specifications may be picked up between the hours of 8:00A.M.
and 4:30P.M. Monday through Thursday.

Please find Bid related materials and place electronic bids at www.centralbidding.
com

Bids shall be enclosed in SEALED ENVELOPES, and addressed to the Purchas-
ing Agent and PLAINLY MARKED AS TO TYPE OF BID ENCLOSED.

The St. Landry Parish Government reserves the right to reject any and all bids to
waive any irregularities in bids received.

ATTEST: President

/S/ Jessie Bellard

(PUBLISH: April 1, 4 & 8, 2021) 3T

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice to Proposers

Notice is hereby given that sealed proposals will be received by St. Landry Parish
Government until May 4, 2021 at 4:00 P.M. local time in Suite 133 of the St. Landry
Parish Courthouse, 118 S Court Street, Opelousas, Louisiana, 70570 for:

2021-02 Enterprise Resource Planning Software and Services
Proposals received after the above specified time will not be considered. Propos-
als will be opened immediately after proposal opening time in Suite 133 of the St.
Landry Parish Courthouse.

Copies of the Request for Proposal may be obtained from orin
person at 118 S Court Street, Suite 133, Opelousas, Louisiana.

The right to reject any and all proposals and to waive irregularities and informali-
ties is reserved.

St. Landry Parish Government is an equal opportunity employer.

(PUBLISH: APRIL 4 & 8, 2021) 2T
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Inside These Editions, You Will Find:
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¢ Arrests & Police Radio Logs
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ACCESS ALL THE LATEST INFORMATION TODAY!
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The Eunice News

The Classified

Regional Classified Display Advertising

Sunday, April 4, 2021 9

Call

S 457-3061

Choose 7, 9 or 10 newspapers for boxed display ads.
Coverage of St. Landry, Allen and Evangeline Parishes. Targ e_t the market you want
with one phone call.
$2600 per column inch $3200 per column inch $3000 per column inch Advertise in a Single paper
Over 66,200 Readers Per Week Over 106,500 Readers Per Week Over 82,700 Readers Per Week or all of them!
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7 Paper Pack 10 Paper Package : ! ,
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Ville Platte---------- Thursday Church Point-----Wednesday Ravne * Ravville * St. Martinville * Tensas
MAMOU  —cmmmmmmmm e Tuesda Mamou-------===----- Tuesday Ville Pl y y .
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asile eekly ursday AllenAdvantage----- Tuesday Lag.nlappe Tuesday Call Tlffany Joubert today!!

Basile Weekly------- Thursday Basile Weekly------- Thursday

ANIMALS

2 FEMALE, 1
male, Husky/Amer-
ican Bulldog Mix.
First shots and
dewormed. To be
given to good
homes. Call 337-
580-0519.

PUREBRED GER-
MAN SHEPHERD
puppies. $400.00
Contact 337-432-
5507 or 337-580-
4627

For RENT

EUNICE: 1 & 2
bedroom apart-
ments and houses.
Call 337-457-4229,
8am-5pm.

Apartments
& Houses
for Rent

Call Frey
Development

161 W. Maple St
337-546-6036

HOUSES AND
APARTMENTS
Furnished apart-
ments, including
utilities, Eunice.
Call 337-305-3350.

COMMERCIAL
BUILDING: 1022
SQFT. $450

monthly. 337-457-
4229

For RENT

CHATEAU
DES AMIS
955 W Dardeau St.
Ville Platte, La.
70586
Apartments
available
for seniors 62 of
age and older.
One bedroom with
kitchen appliances.
Laundry room
with free use of
washer/dryer
service.
HUD subsidized.
Rent based
on income.
Call 337-363-4301

or
TTY:1-800-545-
1853 Ext. 248

EQUAL HOUSING
OFPORTUNITY

GENERAC
GENERATOR
PURCHASED
1.5 years ago.

Model: Generac
Run Watts: 8000
Bluetooth: No
Product
Type:Electric Start
Portable Generator
Width: 27in
Engine Manufac-
turer: Generac
Low Oil Shut-
down: Yes
Depth: 27.2in
Number outlets: 3
Volts: 120v
Continous Run
Time: 11hrs
Starting Watts:
10,000

Height: 26.5in
Fuel Gauge: Yes
Fuel Tank: 7.9 gal
Power Type: Gas
Engine Displace-
ment: 420 cc

HeLr WANTED

VILLE PLATTE
CLINIC Pharmacy
has an opening for
a part time delivery
driver. The posi-
tion is 3 days a
week. Please ap-
ply in person.

CAREER MINDED
INDIVIDUAL
needed at local
insurance com-
pany with good pay
and benefits, call
Ronnie at
337-302-4914.

DSW NEEDED TO
care for disabled
adult in the sur-
rounding area. Ap-
ply at True Home
Care, 241 E Main
St, Ville Platte.
337-363-7879

EVERYTHING
RENTAL CENTER
is hiring full time
and part time ser-
vice technicians.
Applicants must be
hardworking, or-
ganized,reliable,
willing to learn, and
able to work well
with others. The re-
sponsibilities of this
postition include
maintaining a clean
work area, servi-
cing rental equip-
ment, and provid-
ing customer ser-
vice. Computer and
phone skills are a
plus. A driver's li-
cense is a require-
ment. Locations

are in Eunice and
Opelousas. Apply
in person or send
resume' to

info@everythin

HeLr WANTED

MECHANIC/MECH
ANIC HELPER
needed. Individual
must have some
type of light mech-
anic experience.
Job task consists of
changing oil, ad-
justing and chan-
ging brakes, daily
vehicle mainten-
ance and
troubleshooting.
Applicant can ap-
ply at Babineaux's
concrete Service at
550 S. 12th Street,
Eunice or call 337-
457-4959.

PORTABLE
TOILET
AND dumpster
company needs
driver. Must have
at least a
chauffeur's license,
pass a drug
screen, have a
clean driving re-
cord/work history,
and must have a
TWIC card or qual-
ity to get one. Ap-
ply in person at 578
Highway 13 North,

Eunice.

SMITH'S TRUE
Value Hardware
has open positions
for a full time sales
person and a part
time cashier. Prior
experience pre-
ferred, but not ne-
cessary. Sales pos-
ition should have
plumbing and elec-
trical department
knowledge. Cash-
ier position is flex-
ible and perfect for
college students.
Applicants should

HeLe WANTED

TOWN OF
MAMOU is seek-
ing applications for
the position of An-
imal Control Of-
ficer. Applicants
must possess a
valid and current
driver license with
a clean driving re-
cord; and com-
plete a pre-
employment drug
screen. Applica-
tions may be ob-
tained at the City
Hall office at 625
Sixth Street
between the hours
of 8 a.mand 4 p.m.

WE ARE
LOOKING
to hire a Full-Time
Linen Processor

Duties Include:

*Folding various
types of linen

*Packing linen
carts for delivery

*Pressing table
linens.

Must be able to
work as part of a
teamin a
fast-paced
environment.

Must be able to
take directions from
lead process
managers and
maintain a positive
work ethic and
attitude.

Please apply in
person at 601 W
Maple Ave Eunice,
LA 70535.

Ameriglobe is now accepting
applications for all full time
postions. No experience
necessary. Starting pay is
$8.25/hr plus bonuses.
Benefits include paid vacation,
holidays, sick days,
insurances, 401k and credit
union. Must call 337-457-8800
for details before applying

Care Center

~ Now Hiring ~

7 am - 3 pm (PRN)
Duties and responsibilities include
but not limited to doing resident
treatments and supervising staff

PRN LPN’s

6 am - 6 pm
6 pm - 6 am shifts apply in person

SUBSCRIBE
At

Call

The Eunice
News

337-457-3061

We Finance
Homes!!
S8

BASILE STATE BANK

751 West Maple Ave ¢ Eunice
337-457-4050

| www.basilebank.com|

OAKLANE WELLNESS
&
REHABILITATION CENTER

Meeting the Needs of the
Retirement Community

CNA's
(Al shifts)
LPN's
(Al shifts)
*%Sign-On Bonus Available
*Competitive Pay Available

Engine: OHV
Wheel Kit In-
cluded: Yes
Carb Compliant:
No

Please Contact:
337-831-1445

be friendly, have a
positive attitude,
and be self motiv-
ated. Apply in per-

THE
e (LTASSIREDS

! t
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~ Apply in person ~
906 Cherry St., Mamou, LA 70554
337-468-0347 &)

We are an equal opportunity employer.

Apply in person at:
1400 West Magnolia * Eunice, LA
or Fax Resume to 337-550-1143
or e-mail to DON
hvidrine @ oaklanewellness.com
Owned & Operated by the Frankie Lafleur Family

PUBLIC NOTICE

DECLARATION OF ELECTION RESULTS

Be it known and declared that the governing authority of the Parish of St. Landry,
State of Louisiana (the “Parish”), did meet in open and public session to examine
the official certified tabulations of votes cast at the special election held in the
Parish on Saturday, December 5, 2020, and did examine and canvass the returns
of the said election, there having been submitted at said election the following
proposition, to wit:

PROPOSITION
(MILLAGE RENEWAL)

Shall the Parish of St. Landry, State of Louisiana (the “Parish”), be au-
thorized to continue to levy a special tax of one (1) mill on all property
subject to taxation in the Parish (an estimated $671,400 reasonably
expected at this time to be collected from the levy of the tax for an
entire year), for a period of ten (10) years, beginning with the year
2021 and ending with the year 2030, for the purpose of operating and
maintaining a jail facility in the Parish?

There was found by said count and canvass that there was a total of 2,933
votes cast IN FAVOR OF the Proposition and a total of 2,450 votes cast AGAINST
the Proposition, as hereinabove set forth, and that there was a majority of 483
votes cast IN FAVOR OF the Proposition as hereinabove set forth. Therefore, it
has been declared by the governing authority of the Parish that the proposition as
hereinabove set forth was duly CARRIED by a majority of the votes cast by the
qualified electors voting at the said special election held in the Parish on Saturday,
December 5, 2020. Results by precinct are available from the Clerk of the Parish
during regular business hours or via the Louisiana Secretary of State’s website
The actual cost of the election as determined by the Loui-
siana Secretary of State in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 8-A of Title
18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended, is $30,787.89.

Parish of St. Landry, State of Louisiana
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PUBLIC NOTICE

ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2021
6 O'CLOCK PM
OLD CITY MARKET, 131 W. BELLEVUE ST.
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA

AGENDA

MEMBERS: Jerry Red Jr., Easton Shelvin, Harold Taylor, Vivian Olivier,
Wayne Ardoin, and Timmy Lejeune. Ex-Officio Dexter Brown.

1. Call To Order.
2. Roll Call.
3. Persons to Address the Committee

4. Parish President & Finance Reports:
a. February Budget to Actual Report.
b. Broadband Discussion
c. Land Lease with Ryan Lagrange.
d. Land Lease with Michael Brent Cross.

e. Intergovernmental Agreement with Consolidated Gravity Drainage
District 1 of Ward 3.
f. Civic Source Professional Agreement updating new Parish
President Jessie Bellard name.
g. Updated Animal Control Ordinances.
h. QTPOD Subscription Service Agreement
i. US Bank Gateway Agreement for Government Entities
. Did we violate public bidding laws by entering into a contractual agreement with
(Mike Heifer) Geographic Planning and Demographic Services regarding reap-
portionment services. (Chairman Dexter Brown).

o

(2]

. Authorize Adjudicated Property Sale with Jessica Henry-Parcel Number
8400169505.

~

. Authorize Adjudicated Property Sale with Jessica Henry-Parcel Number
8400169000.

©

. Discuss Phase 5 of Smooth Ride Home. (Councilman Wayne Ardoin).

©

. Authorize Parish President Jessie Bellard to sign a non-warranty cash sale of
adjudicated property to David Buller in the amount of $1,000.00.

10. Discuss and approve dates of work for our Assistant Council Clerk. (Chairman
Dexter Brown).

11. Discuss approval of a credit card for the St. Landry Parish Council, under St.
Landry Parish Government, regarding booking reservations, conference regis-
tration fees, and hotel booking reservations. (Chairman Dexter Brown).

12. Discuss assistance for St. Landry Parish School Tutoring Program. (Council-
woman Mildred Thierry).

13. Authorize Council Clerk to purchase minute books to store Council minutes.
Corrected pricing is $783.50 provided by Spectra Associates for the next 4
years of minute books.

14. Discuss any other business properly brought before this committee.

15. Adjourn.

(PUBLISH: APRIL 4, 2021) 1T

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2021
6 O’CLOCK PM
OLD CITY MARKET, 131 W. BELLEVUE ST.
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
AGENDA

MEMBERS: Nancy Carriere, Mildred Thierry, Gil Savoy, Alvin Stelly, Jimmie
Edwards, and Coby Clavier. Ex-Officio Dexter Brown.

1. Call to Order.

2. Pledge of Allegiance & Invocation.
3. Roll Call

4. Persons To Address Committee

5. Public Works Report:
a. Update on Adjudicated Property in the Parish.

b. Update on Road Work throughout the Parish.
c. Discuss final approval of Country Ridge Estates.

6. Forward all applications received for two appointments to Ward Two Gravity
Drainage District No. 1 for a four year term. (04-19-2021- 04-19-2025).

7. Authorize Council Clerk to advertise three appointments to Bellevue & Coulee
Crouche Gravity Drainage District No. 20 for a four year term. (05-02-2021 —
05-02-2025)

8. Authorize Council Clerk to advertise two appointments to Fire District No.2 for a
two year term. (05-15-2021 — 05-15-2023).

9. Authorize Council Clerk to advertise one appointment to Public Works Commis-
sion District Six for a four year term. (05-17-2021 — 05-17-2025).

10. Discuss Storm Drains in Royal Garden Subdivision. (Councilman Wayne Ar-
doin).

11. Discuss the Speed Limit on Country Ridge Road. (Councilman Wayne Ardoin).
12. Discuss Missing Road and Street Signs. (Councilwoman Mildred Thierry).
13. Discuss adding the Louisiana Department of Transportation & Development
TAKE 10 LITTER PICKUP PLEDGE
“I pledge that | will take 10 minutes out of my daily activities to pick up
any litter nearby in order to help keep Louisiana beautiful, and that |
will encourage others to do the same.”

14. Discuss any other business properly brought before this committee.

15. Adjourn.

(PUBLISH: APRIL 4, 2021) 1T

PUBLIC NOTICE

ST. LANDRY PARISH COUNCIL
*COMMITTEE MEETINGS*

THE ST. LANDRY PARISH COUNCIL HEREBY GIVES NOTICE THAT IT
WILL HOLD THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS LISTED BELOW ON
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2021, STARTING AT 6PM LOCATED AT THE OLD CITY
MARKET LOCATED AT 131 W. BELLEVUE STREET, OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA.

TIME MEETING

6:00 P.M. Public Works Committee

Immediately following Administrative Finance Committee

Public Works

These are important meetings and you are urged to attend.

BY ORDER OF THE ST. LANDRY PARISH COUNCIL
/s/ Dexter Brown, Chairman

(PUBLISH: APRIL 4, 2021) 1T
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A butterfly visits a mint plant. (Photo by Heather Kirk-Ballard/LSU AgCenter)

Help beneficial insects feel
at home in your landscape

By Heather Kirk-Ballard
LSU AgCenter Horticulturist

When I was growing up, the word al-
ternative described the pop trends of the
day. It has another meaning to me now.
Organic, natural pesticides and fertil-
izers and native plants are an increas-
ingly popular alternative to synthetic
chemicals and fertilizers as well as
the heavy use of non-native plants and
practices.

How did traditional organic methods
become the alternative? Isn’t that the
definition of an oxymoron? With the
invention and use of chemical fertil-
izers and pesticides, farmers were able
to increase food and crop production to
support the world’s increasing popula-
tion. That’s a good thing, right? Yes.
However, the overuse of chemicals has
had a negative effect on our pollinators
and ecosystems.

Pollinators are responsible for one in
every three bites of food we take. They
increase our crop quality and values
each year by more than $15 billion,
according to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. Pollinators, specifically
honeybees, have been in serious decline
for more than three decades in the
United States.

A large variety of pollinating insects
make their homes in urban and sub-
urban landscapes. Gardens and land-
scapes can be designed and managed
in an alternative way so that they can
support ecosystems rather than harm-
ing them.

Landscapes that support a wide array
of pollinators help contribute to biodi-
versity and enhance local ecosystems
in so many ways. As you go about your
spring gardening this year, please con-
sider using plants that support benefi-
cial insects and pollinators.

There are a couple of strategies to
protect pollinators, beneficial insects,
local wildlife and their habitats. First,
create habitats that include a diversity
of plants. Second, keep your plants
healthy without exposing the pollinat-
ing insects to toxic pesticides. Easy
peasy!

There is a huge variety of plants that
contribute to biodiversity and support
a wide variety of pollinators. However,
some of the most commonly used plants
in our landscapes are not native to the
United States. In fact, in many lawns
and gardens, more than 75% of the most
commonly used landscape plants are not
native plants.

If you pay attention to both common
and scientific names, you will notice
just how many are not native to North
America — Japanese magnolia, Chinese
mahonia, Japanese yew, Indian haw-
thorn, Juniperus chinensis, Camellia
japonica, Rosa chinensis (roses), etc. In

contrast, native plants have names such
as Itea virginica, Callicarpa americana,
Clematis texensis, Anise floridanum,
Quercus virginicus, Ruellia carolinien-
sis, Rudbeckia texana and so on. I think
you can see the reference.

Non-native plants work fine in our
landscapes because we fall on the same
latitude as the countries they originate
from. However, the pests that come
along with those plants can do a real
number on our native plants. Our native
plants have built-in chemical defenses
to ward off native insects because they
have evolved together. When non-native
plants and their insects make their way
here, they upset the local ecosystems.

To help improve the biodiversity of
your lawns and gardens, use a mixture
of plants. Natives, in addition to those
that are not native, are a good idea. In-
corporating natives into even the small-
est fraction of the smallest gardens can
make a huge impact. Natives offer the
biodiversity needed to support large
ecosystems and all parts of the natural
food web. The insects depend on native
plants as food sources, and in turn,
wildlife, birds and many mammals
depend on them. These plants can also
stabilize our soils and help conserve
water.

As you choose, remember that natives
have the benefit of being hardier plants
because they are so well adapted to
our soils and climates. They have less
disease and insect pressures than non-
natives. That means we will use less
chemicals, insecticides, fungicides and
herbicides because natives can stand up
to disease and insect pressures natu-
rally.

Here is a quick list of tips for how you
can help support pollinators, beneficial
insects and wildlife in your landscapes:

— Use a diverse selection of flowers,
shapes and plant families.

— Include flowering shrubs, bulbs
and trees.

— Use native plant species.

— Plant single-flowered varieties that
allow easier access to pollen and nectar.

— Ensure continuous flower bloom
and extend the bloom season.

— Plant fewer, larger blocks of flow-
ers.

— Provide nesting places.

— Reduce or eliminate insecticide
use.

Many local nurseries and garden cen-
ters carry native selections. As consum-
ers begin to demand more natives, the
growers and garden centers will strive
to carry more.

If you are looking for a good read this
summer, let me recommend “Nature’s
Best Hope: A New Approach to Con-
servation that Starts in Your Yard” by
Doug Tallamy. Every yard counts!
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