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Acadia’s State of the Parish Luncheon held

RAYNE, LA

BY STEVE BANDY
La. State Newspapers

CROWLEY - Overall, Acadia Parish
is in pretty good shape after surviving
a year-long pandemic, a pair of hurri-
canes and an Arctic freeze. But it took
teamwork — from various teams — to
get to this point.

That was the running theme when
Sheriff K.P. Gibson, Public School Su-
perintendent Scott Richard and Police
Jury President Chance Henry ad-
dressed a socially-distanced crowd in
the fourth-floor Grand Ballroom of the
Grand Opera House for Wednesday’s
State of the Parish luncheon.

The luncheon was the first since
2019 for the Acadia Parish Chamber of
Commerce. Last year’s event was can-
celed by the coronavirus pandemic.

“It’s been a challenging year,” Gib-
son said in kicking off the program.
“Our team worked really hard since
this pandemic started and I'm pleased
to say that we had only three positive
(COVID-19) tests in our jail to date.”

In the wake of last year’s hur-
ricanes, deputies worked not only
across the parish but, when off duty,
volunteered to cover for deputies in
some of the harder-hit areas so that
those comrades could “take care of

Sheriff K.P. Gibson

“I appreciate all the work my deputies
do. You have to have a good team to
make this work.”

Superintendent Scott Richard

“Our school system for the past year
has been one of patience, cooperation
and flexibility for our staff and students.”

Police Jury President Chance Henry
“Throughout the pandemic we just kept
chugging along to make sure we
brought services to the citizens.”

their business.”

Teaming up with the police jury,
the sheriff’s office was able to upgrade
medical services at the jail during the
past year.

“We went from having an on-call

medic to a full-time medical team at
the jail,” Gibson said.
But everything was not rosy during
the past year, according to the sheriff.
“We've had a rash of juvenile crime,
here in Crowley, in Rayne ... all across

the parish,” he said. “The problem we
have with that is the lack of juvenile
detention facilities.”

The nearest such facility is in Nat-

See PARISH, Page 5A

Louisiana ranked 38th in total vaccination percentage

Local locations to
receive vaccine

Even though Louisiana
has opened the coronavirus
vaccine to all residents 16
years iof age and older, data
from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevantion still
shows the state is falling be-
hind in the number of people
it is vaccinating.

Currently, Louisiana
ranks 38th in the country in
percentage of its total popu-
lation that is fully vaccinated,
based on data from the CDC,
a small step up from 40th in
the last two weeks.

Around 16 percent of the
state’s population is fully vac-
cinated and approximately 26
percent of the population has

had at least one does of the
vaccine.

Both Pfizer and Moderna’s
coronavirus vaccines require
two shots, while the Johnson
& Johnson vaccine only re-
quires one.

Leading the country in
vaccination rates is New Mex-
ico, with 23.5 percent of its
population fully vaccinated.
Ranked last in percentage of
its population vaccinated is
Utah, with around 11 percent
fully vaccinated.

Overall, Louisiana’s vacci-
nation rates may be lower but
its vaccination rates for peo-
ple 65 and above paint a more
optimistic picture.

Louisiana ranks 15th in
percentage of its 65+ popula-
tion that is fully vaccinated.
Around 57 percent of resi-
dents 65 and older have been

fully vaccinated and around
70 percent have received at
least one dose.

Louisiana has adminis-
tered roughly 72 percent of
the 2.7 million vaccine doses
it has received from the feder-
al government, falling behind
other areas in the country,
but still ahead of other south-
ern states including Missis-
sippi and Alabama.

Louisiana expects to re-
ceive another 300,000 does
this week, nearly doubling the
usual amount of weekly doses
it sees.

The one-shot vaccine, a
good candidate for mass vac-
cination events, is now being
given at 17 Acadia Parish lo-
cations, including two Rayne
stops:

* Rayne Medicine Shoppe,
913 The Boulevard, Rayne:

rayne.medicineshoppe.com /|
contact or (337) 334-3399

e Acadiana Pediatrics in
Rayne (337) 334-7554

* Acadia Parish Health
Unit, 1029 Capitol Ave.,
Crowley; (337) 788-7507

¢ Acadia-St. Landry Hos-
pital, 810 S. Broadway St.,
Church Point; (337) 684-5435

¢ Bier’s Pharmacy in Crow-
ley; (337) 783-3023

e Carmichael’s Cashway
Pharmacy, 1002 N. Parker-
son Ave., Crowley: (337) 783-
7200

e Church Point Communi-
ty Planning, 731 S. Main St.,
Church Point: (337) 684-1911

¢ Crowley Primary Care;
(337) 783-4043

e Iota Family Health-
care; (www.facebook.
com/Iota-Family-Health-
care-25310861807785/);

(337) 779-6000

e Miller’s Family Pharma-
cy, 119 S. Fifth St., Iota: (337)
779-2214

e Super 1 Pharmacy,
Crowley  (www.brookshires.
com/covid19vac)

e SWLA/CHS in Crowley;
Iwwwswlahealth.org/crow-
ley-la); (337) 783-5519

e The Family Clinic in
Crowley (337) 783-7004

e Thrifty Way LLC (337)
684-5401

e Thrifty Way Pharmacy of
Church Point; (337) 852-4545

e Walgreens Pharmacy -
Crowley, 806 Odd Fellows
Road, Crowley: www.wal-
greens.com/covid19vac

e Walmart Pharmacy, 729
Odd Fellows Road, Crow-
ley: www.walmart.com /|
store/310-crowely-la or (337)
783-2150

—American-Legion-Home-receives-new-roof —

NEW ROOF GOING ON FOR LEGION HOME - Following months of a “waltlng game” after Hurricane Delta hit this area, Arceneaux Post 77, American Legion home is
finally receiving it's new roof as workers were busy last week removing old shingles and blue tarps and replacing with new roofing material. Commander David Simon noted
that locating materials, receiving bids and insurance payment, it has taken a while to begin work, but it’s happening. Simon also stated that inside work should begin next
week once the roof is completed. The Legion also announced the bar will reopen soon for Legion patrons and the hall will be available for rental once again. (Acadian-
Tribune Photo by Lisa Soileaux)
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Possible

Louisiana
earthquake

SHREVEPORT - A
earthquake --

2021.

The earthquake

do Parish.

According to reports, no dam-
age has been reported and there
was very little to no ground

shaking.

The earthquake took place
agt 2:26 a.m. at a depth of Skm
or about 3.1 miles beneath the

epicenter.

Earthquakes east

the east Texas region.

3.0 magnitude
-- was recorded in northwest
Louisiana on Thursday, April 1,

occurred
near the Blanchard area, or just
northwest of Shreveport in Cad-

of the
Rocky Mountains are very rare
and are most likely to occur in

minor

e SR
R

TELEVISION INTERVIEW - Cameraman Larry Burns and television host Tanji Patton of Goodtaste TV, left, were busy last week
interviewing Shane Spallino, Shannon Spallino and Debbie Spallino for an upcoming episode of Goodtaste With Tanji, a popular
Facebook site composeg-ntexas area. The crew interviewed the Spallinos, filmed the Cajun Claws staff during working hours and
highlighted their specialties. (Acadian-Tribune Photo by Josie Henry)

Obituaries

Mary Grace
Gautreaux Breaux

RAYNE - Funeral
services were held Sat-
urday, April 3, 2021, at
1 p.m. at Gossen Fu-
neral Home Chapel in
Rayne, for Mary Grace
Gautreaux Breaux,
84, who died Tuesday,
March 30, at The Car-
penter House of St. Jo-
seph Hospice in Lafay-
ette.

Interment was in St.
Joseph Cemetery #2 in
Rayne.

Deacon Denis La-
Croix with St. Joseph
Catholic Church in
Rayne, conducted the
funeral services.

Survivors include her
three daughters, Shei-
la Breaux Mouton and
spouse Nathan Mou-
ton, Pauline Breaux Gil-
bert and spouse Daniel
Gilbert, Ruth Breaux,
and one son, Dwayne
Breaux and spouse
Becky Breaux, all of
Rayne.

She was preceded
in death by her hus-
band, Roland Anthony
Breaux; father, Ulysse
Gautreaux; mother,
Edith Leger Gautreaux;
four sisters, Gertie G.
Baudoin, Hazel G. Ab-
shire, Mabel G. Dupuis
and Masil G. Guidry;
and seven brothers,

Howard Gautreaux,
George Gautreaux, Ju-
lien Gautreaux, Ed-
die Gautreaux, Lloyd
Gautreaux, Curtis
Gautreaux and Jesse

Gautreaux.
Pallbearers were
Michael Breaux, Eric

Breaux, Andrew Mou-
ton, Jacob Mouton,
Elliot Gilbert and T. J.
Poirrier.

A Rosary was prayed
Saturday, April 3, at 11
a.m. in Gossen Funeral
Home in Rayne.

The family request-
ed visitation in Gossen
Funeral Home in Rayne,
on Saturday, April 3,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Friends may view the
obituary and guestbook
online at www.gossenfu-
neralhome.net.

Arrangements were
entrusted to Gossen
Funeral Home, Inc. of
Rayne, LA, 334-3141.

Donald “Rod”
Terry Mier

BAKER - Donald
“Rod” Terry Mier, 82,
was called to be with
his Lord and Savior, Je-
sus Christ, on March
31, 2021.

He entered this world
on May 1, 1938, born to
Frank and Naomi Mier,
in Rayne.

Rod honorably
served his country in
the United States Navy.
He worked for Petro-
leum Helicopters in
Lafayette, Pennington
Biomedical = Research
Center and Earl K.
Long Hospital in Baton
Rouge. He was a mem-
ber of St. Isidore Catho-
lic Church.

Rod is survived by
his loving wife of 55
years, Barbara Ann
LeBlanc Mier; sons,
Matthew James Mier
(Connie) and Michael
Lawrence Mier; grand-
children, Trilby Er-
win (Carlton), Anthony
Mier, Jakob Mier and
Kristen Risinger-Mills
(Jacob);  great-grand-
children; Kelton, Dillon,
Ryan, Madison, Katie
and Benji; and a host of
nieces and nephews.

Rod is preceded in
death by his father,

Frank Mier; mother,
Naomi Navarre Mier;
brother, James Dale

Mier; and sisters, Es-
ther Sarver, Ruby Con-
que, Lula Perrodin, An-
nie Grundy and Margie
Murray.

Relatives and friends
were invited to join the
family for visitation
at St. Isidore Catholic
Church, 5657 Thomas
Road, on Tuesday, April
6, from 9 a.m. until mil-
itary honors at 10:50
a.m. The Funeral Mass
followed at 11 a.m., offi-
ciated by Father Frank
Bass.

Family and friends
may sign the online
guestbook or leave a
personal note for the
family at www.bakerfu-
neralhomeonline.com.

Robert Lee Coleman

Alpha May 28, 1991

Omega April 2, 2021

RAYNE - A memorial
service will be held at a
later date for Robert Lee
Coleman, 29, who died
on Friday, April 2, 2021.

Robert was born to
Joanette Latrice Cole-
man and Robert Lee
Hamilton Jr. on May
28, 1992. He was then
Baptized as an infant at
Cunningham Christian
Methodist Episcopal
Church in Rayne.

He graduated from
Louisiana Technical

College with Class #60,
where he received his
Practical Nurse License.

Robert leaves to cher-
ish his memories his
grandparents, Patrick
Gail Coleman and Jo-
seph Victor Jr.; paternal
grandmother, Dorothy
Rochester; uncle, Bran-
don (Shelly) Coleman;
great-grandmother,
Vernita Coleman; god-
mother, Yolanda K.
Harris; godfather, Da-
mian Coleman Sr.; sev-
eral aunts, uncles and
cousins; special friends,
Tony Johnson, Thera
Guidry and Kolbi Sen-
egal Payne; a special
cousin and caretaker,

For all
of your
Residential
and
Commercial

electrical

needs call
Kirby

Sanchez

Licensed and Insured

Kimberly Augustus; a
special aunt, Mary Jane
(Albert) Frank; and all
his nursing friends and
colleagues.

He was preceded in
death by his mother,
Joanette Latrice Cole-
man; father, Robert Lee
Hamilton Jr.; paternal
grandfather, Robert Lee
Hamilton Sr.; mater-
nal great-grandmother,
Mable L. Evans; and an
infant brother, Milton
Francis III.

Kinchen Funeral
Home Inc., 1011 North
Saint Antoine Street,
Lafayette, LA 70301 is
in charge of arrange-
ments.

Thomas J. Sonnier II

RAYNE - Funeral ser-
vice will be held at 1 p.m.
on Saturday, April 10,
2021, at Our Mother of
Mercy Catholic Church
in Rayne, for Thomas
J. Sonnier II, 74, who
entered eternal rest on
Sunday, March 28, at
Ochsner Lafayette Gen-
eral Hospital. Interment
will be in the church
cemetery.

Father Joe Champion
and Father Emmanuel
Awe will officiate the fu-
neral mass.

Mr. Sonnier was a

member of Our Moth-
er of Mercy Catholic
Church in Rayne. He
also belonged to a nu-
merous clubs and orga-
nizations.

Mr. Sonnier leaves to
cherish his memories
his wife, Gloria Joseph
Sonnier of Rayne; one
son, Thomas J. Sonnier
III (Colencia Davidson)
of Humble, Texas; three
daughters, Kimesha E.
Sonnier of Houston, Tex-
as, Gwendolyn Callier
(Bobby) of Lafayette, and
Venita Rollins of New Or-
leans; one step-brother,
Lloyd Antoine of Eunice;
13 grandchildren, Thom-
as J. Sonnier IV, Robert
Callier, Ellis Callier, Le-
land Callier, Tahariah
Sonnier, Tamia Sonnier,
Toren Sonnier, Trevien
Sonnier, Taylen Sonni-
er, Taliyah Sonnier, Tori
Sonnier, Talaya Sonnier
and Corey D. Saunders;
one great-granddaugh-
ter on the way, Summer
Callier; and a host of
nieces, nephews, rela-
tives and friends.

He is preceded in

death by his parents,
Classie LeBlanc and Eth-
el Sonnier; one brother,
Dewayne LeBlanc; and
one sister, Wanda LeB-
lanc.

Visitation will be held
Saturday, April 10, from
10 am. to 12:45 p.m.
at Our Mother of Mercy
Catholic Church.

Please be advised that
safety measures and
precautions provided by
the state of Louisiana
due to COVID-19 will be
followed. Masks are re-
quired for those who will
be in attendance.

The family wishes
to express their sincere
thanks to Ochsner La-
fayette General Hospital
and to all of the family
and friends that called,
checked in and shared
words of comfort. You all
are appreciated.

Words of condolences
may be expressed at for-
dandjosephfh.com.

Ford and Joseph Fu-
neral Home, 577 N. Av-
enue C, Crowley, LA,
(8337) 514-5217, is in
charge of arrangements.

Drugs, weapons seized; 10-year-old
found with loaded AK-47 in vehicle

CROWLEY - An Ober-
lin man is facing federal
charges after police found
narcotics and weapons
inside his vehicle.

Jeremy Leblanc is
facing multiple charges
stemming from a search
of his vehicle late Satur-
day night in the parking
lot of a local restaurant.

Crowley Police Chief
Jimmy Broussard said
police had initially re-
sponded to a male who
had overdosed inside the
vehicle. Also in the vehi-
cle were Leblanc’s wife
and four children, ages
12, 10, 2 and one month.

As  police  began
searching the vehicle,

f

Hours: Sn ~Thursday,
f-:—airr‘n)ﬁ,,_su‘i‘c)ndi_)?;""H
Friday and Saturday,.  *

Leblanc’s wife reported-
ly told officers that there
were narcotics and load-
ed firearms in the ve-
hicle. Police reportedly
found cocaine and fen-
tanyl in the cupholder of
the front of the can.

In the backseat, of-
ficers found two hand-
guns on the floor and the
10-year-old boy holding
a loaded and live (safety
off) AK-47 seated next to
his siblings.

Broussard said offi-
cers attempted to safely
remove the weapon from
the child’s possession
but the boy refused to
willingly hand it over and
a struggle ensued.

Broussard said offi-
cers spoke “calmly” with
the child and “tried to
gain his trust’and were
eventually able to coax
the rifle away from him.

Leblanc, who was
administered Narcan
during his overdose and
is now in stable condi-
tion, was charged with
four counts of illegal
use of a controlled dan-
gerous substance in the
presence of a juvenile,
three counts of posses-
sion of a firearm in the
presence of controlled
dangerous substances
and two counts of pos-
session of Schedule II
narcotics.

Fried Chicken to

Monday Saturday Lunch
Chicken Stew Lagniappe
Tuesday Saturday Night
o Fried Pork Chops Fried Chicken
Meatloaf
Wednesday
Varies Please Call Sunday
Steak Night Pork Roast in a
Gravy
Thursday Fried or Baked
Fried Chicken Chicken
Friday
Seafood

7am-10pm *

37 Frontage Road (north at Exit 92)
* Rayne

Buffet subject to change.

Menu also available.


www.fordandjosephfh.com
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APSB committee OKs construction contract

BY DESIRAY SEAUX
La. State Newspapers

CROWLEY - Bids for
the construction of new
classrooms at Egan El-
ementary School will be
presented to the Aca-
dia Parish School Board
when it meets on April 19.

The board’s Budget
and Finance Committee
reviewed bids Monday,
March 22, recommend-
ing acceptance of the
low bid submitted by
L. K. Breaux Construc-
tion of Crowley.

The growing school
will add four classrooms
and both a boys’ and
girls’ restroom.

Board member Mil-
ton Simar noted that the
project cost “a lot more
money than expect-
ed” but he has worked
closely with fellow mem-
ber Doug Lacombe to
get this project started.

The committee also
heard an informational
report regarding two In-
dustrial Tax Exemption
Program proposals from
Supreme Rice, LLC, for
their Crowley and Mer-
mentau locations.

Supreme Rice is in
the process of a massive
expansion including

plans for the old build-
ing to be completely torn
down and rebuilt; in-
stallation of automated
systems; redoing the rail

system; and replacing
the wooden bins with
metal bins.

The committee also
questioned representa-
tives of DS Bus South
concerning bus routes
that have not been run
in a week and routes be-
ing canceled and com-
bined.

Board members also
expressed concerns
about the number of
children being returned
to the schools in the af-
ternoons because par-
ents were not present at
the bus stops.

The board voiced
concerns over staff hav-
ing to return to school
until the parents are lo-
cated.

The bus service rep-
resentatives  explained
that the company has
been suffering from
a shortage of drivers
since the beginning of
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

Troy LeBouef, trans-
portation manager, sad
the company is experi-
encing about 20 percent
daily absences — or
about 16 call-ins — and
has seen those numbers
climb to above 20 some

days.
Also, according to
LeBouef, new driver

trainees are either quit-
ting the CDL course or
receiving the CDL and

leaving for a different
job.

The Budget and Fi-
nance Committee also:

* heard a review on
budget-to-actual com-
parisons on the Gener-
al Fund and all special
revenue funds. Board
CFO Justin Carrier re-
ported that “everything
seems to be on target.”

e approved the pur-
chase of five buses to
be used as activity bus-
es dependent upon al-
lowability of ESSERF II
funding.

According to Super-
intendent Scott Richard,
the district is hoping to
use stimulus funds for
the purchase of the new
buses to help mitigate
athletic travels and so-
cial distancing require-
ments. He also noted
that the buses would be
equipped with air con-
ditioning as required
by COVID-19 pandemic
guidelines.

e approved the con-
sideration of summer
remediation pay sched-
ules.

Richard  explained
that a summer remedi-
ation program is needed
and warranted in the
district and he asked to
bump up the pay of the
personnel using funds
from the government for
COVID-109 relief.

The Personnel, In-

surance and Curricu-
lum Committee received
the monthly report from
the Head Start program.
The program is main-
taining normal opera-
tions with all COVID-19
mitigations in place and
is currently recruiting
students for next year.
The committee also
approved the 2021-
2022 school calendars.
Committee members
also discussed the sys-
tem’s Health Insurance

Vesting Schedule.

Milton Simar said he
does not think the sys-
tem is fair.

Currently, a system
employee must partic-
ipate for 20 years to be
fully vested in the insur-
ance program to have 65
percent of health insur-
ance premiums payed
at retirement.

However, there are
different levels of vest-
ing for those that retire
prior to 20 years of par-

ticipation in the health
insurance program.

Simar asked that the
board consider chang-
ing the vesting schedule
for special circumstance
or unexpected situa-
tions.

The full board is ex-
pected to vote on these
matters at the full board
meeting on April 19.
The meeting was moved
back from its original
meeting date due to the
Easter holidays.

COLLECTED MOST EGGS - Collecting the most eggs in their age group and
awarded large Easter baskets during the 2021 City of Rayne Easter Eggstravaganza

held Saturday, March 27, at Mauboulas Park were, front row, from left, Paul Gagliano
(0-4 years), Hunter Hains (5-8 years), Easter Bunny, Karsyn Stutes (egg decorat-
ing winner); Lyla Woodard (9-12 years); back row, Mayor Chuck Robichaux and
Chairman Suzette Leonards. (Acadian-Tribune Photo by Josie Henry)

—_— i

GOLDEN EGG WINNERS - Golden egg winners of the 2021 City of Rayne Easter

Eggstravaganza held Saturday, March 27, at Mauboulas Park by the City of Rayne

were Abigail Vercher, left, and Alaiha Rougeau, right, joined by Mayor Chuck

Robichaux and Chairman Suzette Leonards. (Acadian-Tribune Photo by Josie Henry)

Parish-wide thefts of utility
vehicles causing concerns

ACADIA PARISH - Detectives with

Everyone is reminded to secure

| SOLD PROPERTIES |

RESIDENTIAL HOMES

538 MIMS, CROWLEY
141 LABELLE DR
6358 MIRE HWY
201 S 1ST STREET
LOT 1 BOUDREAUX RD
LOT 2 BOUDREAUX RD
LOT 6 MECHE RD
800 E BRANCHE ST
| PENDING PROPERTIES |

335 TOBY MOUTON, DUSON
6309 WINBECK RD, GUEYDAN
LOT 3 L BOUDREAUX RD
331 TOBY MOUTON RD
108 LOUISA
916 BUTLER
1322 BAJAT RD

FEATURED HOMES

200 LODGE DR #505 - Rare find! 2
bed 2.5 bath, 1077 sq. ft., all appli-
ances included with upgrades! Galley
kitchen, fresh paint, granite and more!

NEW LISTING - 104 CAMPANIA -
Spacious 3 bed 3 bath home is 3354
sqg. ft. and possible 4th room/office.
Plenty of storage space, ample yard
and convenient location! $277,000

RESIDENTIAL HOMES

609 E JEFF DAVIS - 3 bedroom 1 bath
with extra room for 3rd bed. Neat interior.

Covered parking an
 new price $55,000

600 7TH ST - 3 bed 2 bath 1239 sq. ft.

with wood floors and updating including

new central ac/heat! Won't last long!
$69,000

210 S PARKERSON ST - Turn of the
century home that is ready for your loving
care! 4,502 sq. ft. 2 story home features 4
beds and 3 baths on over 4 city lots. Make

this your forever h a piece of
history! M $185,000

600 S CUNNINGHAM - Generous spaces
with 1,862 sq. ft. of quality construction, new
roof and carpets and beautiful wood floors!
In addition to the beautiful corner lot for out-
side recreation, the interior offers amazing
storage space, eat in snack bar, breakfast
area and more! Additional finished 520 sq. ft.
area with bath for in-law suite or recreation.

$198,000

258 SHADY LANE - 12 acres & horse farm
ready and the home of your dreams! Fi-
nally get that country property you've been

APPRAISAL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ~ 334-5152

dreaming of! 4 bedrooms and baths, over
4000 sq. ft. and horse amenities abound!
$1,250,000

LOTS/ACREAGE/HOMESITES FOR SALE

HOMESITES lots available minimum
1500 sq. ft. living, country north of Rayne,
SLEMCO and Mire Water. call us for
details!

22 ACRES of divisible city land with 2
generous frontages! Can be subdivided!
Call Rayne Realty!

SOUTHEASTERN AND SOUTH
BRADFORD - 1.15 acres fronting on both
streets, 170.13’frontage by 292’ deep from
street to street. $70,000

0 CONNIE ROAD, IOTA - Unrestricted
acreage! 9.53 acres cleared and ready for
your homestead! $142,950

EAST D ST - 5.72 acres for development

at dead end of East D St and Mounger.

Great location for investors or builders!
$135,000

201 W. BRANCHE - 2652 sq. ft. retail and
office space located on highly visible cor-

ner, well kept and r iness!
[ eouceo SIS

F STREET - 26.82 acres at the dead end
of F Street with city sewage and water,
good location for homesite.

$215,000 or 8,016 per acre

0 MIRE HWY - 28 acres unrestricted
cleared land. Slemco Utilities Mire Branch
Water. $420,000

Over 45 acres of READY TO ROLL craw-
fish pond or agricultural land! This prop-
erty comes complete with a 10” well and
established levee road. Jump in to craw-
fish or rice with no hassle! $436,000

LA HWY 356 SUNSET - 60 pristine graz-

ing acres, high and dry and possibilities

are endless on this country property!
$480,000

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

804 S ADAMS — Main Stlot 63 x 128 - slab,
city utilities, corner lot. $23,000

912 E. BRANCHE - INVESTORS! Exist-
ing Trailer Park wit well as
available spaces. % $60,000
118 POLK - 4,750 sq. ft. commercial prop-

erty ready for your transition! Currently
used as a dance studio but many options

are available on this find!
Eﬂﬂﬂ! $62,500

820 EAST TEXAS AVE - 4 lots corner of
South Bradford and Texas Ave, 160’ front-
age by 120’ on North Bradford. City Utili-
ties. REDUCED e XI\i}

708 AMERICAN LEGION - INVES-
TORS! 3 buildings for sale on 6 lots, 240’
x 119.84°, convenience store, 60’ x 40’,
2460 sq. ft., warehouse 38’ x 67, 2546’,
warehouse 80’ x 51’, 4080, seller may
separate, seller will owner finance.
$295,000

2510 CHURCH POINTHWY —-LOCATION!
[-10 exchange 2 miles from this 25,000
sqg. ft. office/warehouse/professional busi-
ness space ready for your business!
Warehouse offers 16 ft overhead doors
for splitting it up if it's too much space and
the 2 story office space offers lease space
as welll Or use it alll ssibilities!

$380,000

AHUD
Home Service
Provider

the Acadia Parish Sheriff’s Office are
receiving complaints of thefts par-
ish-wide of 4-wheeler, dirt bike and
utility trailers.

One stolen 4-wheeler is described
as a Honda 420 Rancher, red in col-
or with a custom light bar, ITP mud
tires and a manual shift.

Two dirt bikes stolen recently are
described as a CRF50F and CRF80F.
Both bikes are Hondas, red and
white in color, one with orange fend-
ers.

items and take the necessary steps
to protect their property. There is a
market for these items with crimi-
nals on the lookout for them.

Anyone having any information
regarding these thefts is urged to call
the tips line at 789-TIPS or down-
load the P3 app on a mobile device
to report a tip anonymously.

All callers will remain anonymous
and can receive up to a $1,000 cash
reward for information leading to an
arrest in this case.

ﬂa

Nancy Lyo
(337) 884-4941

Jimmy Prevost
Broker

108 West Branche, Rayne, LA 70578
April 8, 2021
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Biden should overturn this decision and protect American jobs

President Joe Biden has the power to
overturn the recent U.S. International
Trade Commission (USITC) decision in a
trade dispute involving the importation
and sale of certain lithium-ion batteries,
battery cells, battery modules, and bat-
tery packs, which would do significant
damage to United States interests in
growing a domestic battery manufactur-
ing capacity — and he should exercise
it in order to protect American jobs that
are now at stake.

SK Innovation, a South Korean com-
pany, is building a vehicle battery man-
ufacturing plant in the state of Georgia
which would employ 2,600 Georgians by
the beginning of 2024 as they manufac-
ture specially designed electric batteries
for the new Ford EV F-150 truck and the
Volkswagen’s Chattanooga, Tennessee
electric vehicle manufacturing plant.

SK Innovation will also manufacture
a large percentage of batteries available
on the open market, manufacturing ca-
pacity that is sorely needed today. When
fully complete, SK Innovation’s Georgia
battery plant is expected to produce as

Vaccine
passports
to hell

The latest CDC
report shows that
approximately 162
million COVID-19

vaccine doses
have been ad-
ministered. This

number is increas-
ing steadily every
day. These results
show that millions
Crouere of Americans are
. not reluctant to

take the vaccine.
Despite the im-
pressive distribution statistics, there is
not universal support for the vaccine.
On almost every major issue in the
country there is diversity of opinion
and this is certainly true for a topic as
controversial as the COVID-19 vaccine.

A recent poll discovered that 41%%
of Republicans will not get the coro-
navirus vaccine. These results mimic
other polls that have been taken in re-
cent weeks. Unfortunately, these Re-
publicans, along with millions of oth-
er Americans who refuse the vaccine,
might face a severe infringement of
their freedoms.

It seems that vaccine passports are
being encouraged by the Biden admin-
istration and are being developed by
their ideological partners in academia
and corporate America.

On Friday, Cornell University Pres-
ident Martha Pollack and Provost Mi-
chael Kotlikoff issued a statement that
all students returning to the “Ithaca,
Geneva, and Cornell Tech campuses
for the fall semester” will be required to
have a COVID-19 “vaccination.”

This announcement follows a sim-
ilar statement issued by Rutgers Uni-
versity last week. In the days ahead,
many other universities will surely is-
sue similar vaccine requirements for
the fall semester.

The vaccine requirements will not
be limited to colleges and universities.
Soon, the leading corporations in the
country may require a vaccine for their
employees to work in office settings.
Such vaccine passports may also be re-
quired to fly or to attend special events
such as concerts and athletic contests.

The concept of vaccine passports
should horrify Americans, regardless
of their personal stance on the issue.
As Americans, we should have the free-
dom to either take the vaccine or not.

While older Americans may feel
more vulnerable and want to take the
vaccine, others should be able to refuse
it for whatever reason. Some Ameri-
cans might not trust the government
or the pharmaceutical companies, oth-
ers may have read online reports about
serious side effects, including deaths,
that have occurred after taking the vac-
cine.

In America, we should have the
right to say “no,” especially on issues
regarding our personal health. Fortu-
nately, a few political leaders, such as
South Dakota Governor Kristi Noem,
have shown courage by publicly con-
demning vaccine passports. However,
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis has not
only condemned vaccine passports,
but he has also acted.

On Friday, he issued an executive
order banning vaccine passports in his
state. In the declaration, he stated that
“requiring so-called COVID-19 vaccine

Jeff

See CROUERE, Page 5A

many as 330,000 batteries
each year that can be used for
electric vehicles and residen-
tial stationary storage (ESS).
Unfortunately, the USITC’s
decision effectively destroys
this promise, creating inevita-
ble delays in the ability to meet
President Biden’s stated goals
for domestic EV production.

On both the national se-
curity and international trade
levels, it is critical that do-
mestic auto manufacturers
have the ability to source their
batteries in the U.S. In the
case of foreign based manu-
facturers like Volkswagen, the
U.S.-Mexico-Canada (USMCA)
trade agreement requires a

While the decision purports Rlc!( Regional Value Content of 75
to allow for a limited transi- Manning percent, which becomes ex-
tion period for SK Innovation m———— tremely difficult if not impossi-

to meet the needs of its cli-

ents, the ITC has otherwise banned SK
from importing critical components for
its batteries for 10 years. It is absurd
on its face to assume that any compa-
ny would continue building and staffing
for a massive U.S. manufacturing facil-
ity when it will be so drastically limited
in its operations, and will effectively be
closed before it can even be brought to
full capacity.

What’s more, given the unique na-
ture of the SK Innovation batteries,
which are designed specifically for each
automaker, it is not feasible to transfer
production to another domestic or for-
eign battery manufacturer and still meet
the automakers’ production schedule.

ble to meet should Biden allow
this mistaken decision to stand.

I don’t agree with the Biden admin-
istration’s underlying rationale behind
the push for electric vehicles. However,
the business decision made by Ford and
Volkswagen to continue their aggres-
sive expansion into this market should
not be delayed for years due to what
effectively amounts to a trade dispute
between two South Korean competi-
tors. Additionally, experts have point-
ed out that limiting production of these
batteries here in the US will create an
even greater opportunity for the Chinese
to continue dominating electric battery
production and leave the US behind.

Another concern is that LG, the com-

plainant in the USITC suit, through one
of its units in South Korea (LG Uplus)
uses Huawei as a vendor for its 5G net-
work technology. This has raised major
concerns as the US has worked to en-
courage nations across the world to join
the clean network initiative and not use
Huawei technology in 5G infrastructure.
South Korea has not joined that effort
and as a result LG is the only mobile
carrier in South Korea to use Huawei.

Given the recent experience in An-
chorage, where the Chinese govern-
ment demonstrated public contempt
for America and our representatives, it
would be significant for the administra-
tion to put new weight into the Clean
Network Initiative as a whole. Striking
down the USITC decision in this case
would send a powerful, proportional
message in that regard.

President Biden has a unique oppor-
tunity to stand up for American man-
ufacturing and the jobs it will create,
while demonstrating strong leadership
in our nation’s relationship to China. To
make the most of it, Biden should reject
this USITC decision.

Rick Manning is the President of
Americans for Limited Government.
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Cajun Anthem? Oh meo myo!

After the epic
poem “Evangeline,”
the best-known
rhyme about the
Cajun country
might be Hank
Williams’s  “Jam-
balaya,” even if

nobody who’s ever
lived on any Lou-
isiana bayou ever

Jim called anyone else

Bradshaw “ma cher amio.”
Columnist Some  people
claim “Jambalaya”

may be even bet-
ter-known than “Evangeline,” and at-
tribute that to the fact that Longfellow
never thought about rhyming “good-bye
Joe” with “me gotta go,” and that he just
never could find a really good rhythm
guitar player.
Since Williams released his famous
version in 1952, a long list of performers
from the Grand Ole Opry to the Liber-

Government Information

Governor John Bel Edwards, P.O. Box
94004, Baton Rouge, LA 70804; Phone:
(225) 342.7015

http://gov.louisiana.gov

U.S. Senator John Kennedy, B11 Russell
Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510; Phone: (202) 224.4623 or (504)
589.2753

pttps://www.kennedy.senate.gov/publiq]

U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy, 703 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510;
Phone: (202) 224.5824

pfip://cassidy.senate.gov

U.S. Congressman 3rd District Clay Higgins,
1711 Longworth HOB, Washington, D.C.
20515; Phone: (202) 225.2031

pttp://clayniggins.house.gov

State Representative - District 42 John
Stefanski, PO. Box 687, Crowley, LA
70527; Phone: (337) 384.8999.

Email - stefanskij@legis.la.gov

ty Theater have tried their hands at it,
making “Jambalaya” one of the best rec-
ognized, if least authentic, songs about
the Cajun country. The list of copycat
artists runs from A to Z (Paul Anka to
the Zydeco Flames), and includes such
likely and unlikely names as Rex Allen,
Brenda Lee, Little Jimmy Dickens, Jer-
ry Lee Lewis, Jimmy Newman, George
Jones, Kitty Wells, Fats Domino, Connie
Stevens, Conway Twitty, Roy Orbison,
Waylon Jennings, Pat Boone and Gerry
and the Pacemakers.

Hank’s version topped the country
music charts for 14 weeks, and Louisi-
ana music historian John Broven claims
that the Williams recording made “Jam-
balaya” “the best known Cajun-based
country song ever.”

I don’t think any of the other versions
reached the top of the pile. Probably the
next most noteworthy version was by
fellow Grand Ole Opry performer Moon
Mullican, who many people believe
wrote or, at least, co-wrote the song.

Moon, who was baptized Aubrey Wil-
son Mullican, in Polk County, Texas,
had about as much Cajun blood as the
Alabama-born Williams, but that appar-
ently has nothing to do with anything.
(Remember that the Louisiana legisla-
ture once tried to make a poem about
Mississippi our “official” state verse.)

Whatever its authorship, somewhere
along the line “Jambalaya” acquired
a reputation as a genuine Cajun folk
song, which it isn’t. But it does have a
tiny bit of authenticity in its Cajun ped-
igree. The melody is based on “Grand
Texas,” made popular by The Hackberry
Ramblers, Papa Cairo and Aldus Roger,
among others, although the lyrics to the
two songs have little in common.

“Grand Texas” is a song about a
woman who left the singer to run off with
another man to Texas, while in “Jamba-
laya” the singer and his girl Yvonne plan
to stay at home and “have big fun on
the bayou.” (Have you ever noticed how
many Cajun songs talk about running
off to Texas? Why would a good Cajun
want to do that?)

Lots of folks assumed that Williams

came to write the song because of his
association with the “Louisiana Hay-
ride” radio show that began beaming
music across the South via the 50,000-
watt radio station KWKH in the spring of
1948. But the “Hayride” was produced
in Shreveport and was much more ori-
ented to country music than to Cajun.

A member of Moon Mullican’s fami-
ly thinks the song’s origins come from
a small south Louisiana bar owned by
a woman named Yvonne on a bayou
where Hank, as was his wont, had more
than one wonderful time, some of which
he could actually remember the next
day.

That story has a ring of truth to it,
particularly since Moon Mullican’s nick-
name supposedly was given to him for
his predilection for whiskey of all fla-
vors, but especially for moonshine.
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WALKING WAY OF THE CROSS HELD - The annual Walking Way of the Cross w

as held on Good Friday, April 2, hosted by St. Joseph Catholic Church and Shrine of

Our Mother of Mercy Catholic Church. A large crowd gathered at 9 a.m. at St. Joseph Church, walked to Our Mother of Mercy Church, and returned to St. Joseph, all while
praying the Stations of the Cross. The beautiful community devotion honored the Lord’s passion as all prepared for Easter Sunday. (Acadian-Tribune Photo by Josie Henry)
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chez, Mississippi, accord-
ing to Gibson. And it costs
the parish $250 a day to
hold a juvenile there.

He said area sheriffs
are considering a re-
gional approach to the
problem.

“The Florida Parish-
es banned together and
they have one for just
them. They won’t take
in anyone from outside,”
Gibson said. “We’re
looking closely at a sim-
ilar type operation in
Acadiana.”

The sheriff went on
to highlight some of the
advances and upgrades
in his department and
cited a number of crime
statistics, all of which
will be featured in detail
when his Annual Report
is released some time

thing, it’s a ‘team’ thing.
I appreciate the work my
deputies do. You have
to have a good team to
make this work.”

Richard also acknowl-
edged the many challenges
faced by the school system
in the last year.

“This past school
year has been one of pa-
tience, cooperation and
flexibility for our staff
and students,” he said,
recalling the March 13,

2020, announcement
that schools would be
closing.

“On that Friday the
13th’ our team started
planning for contingen-
cies,” he said.

He outlined many
of the steps the school
system administrators
took in the wake of the

gether food programs for
students to figuring out
rural teaching plans to
holding graduation cer-
emonies.

“And we kept getting
mixed signals from the
state and from the CDC
all the while,” Richard
said. “We took some
pretty aggressive steps,
but learned that we
were not in control.”

Then, when the new
school year started, so
did the hurricanes.

“Were  still deal-
ing with damage from
those,” he said, noting
that the board will be ac-
cepting bids on the com-
plete re-roofing of Crow-
ley High, Church Point
Elementary and Esther-
wood Elementary.

“We knew it was more

next week.
“But this is not a ‘me’

announcement,

thing from putting to-

every- important to bring the

younger students —

- -
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HOSTED STATE OF THE PARISH LUNCHEON - The Acadia Parish Chamber of
Commerce hosted the 2021 Annual State of the Parish Luncheon on Wednesday,
March 31, at the Grand Opera House of the South. Among those on hand for
the event were, from left, Amy Thibodeaux, Chamber president and CEO; Dr.
Eddie Palmer and Blane Faulk, Chamber board members; Acadia Parish School
Superintendent Scott Richard, speaker; Jackie Loewer, Dan Nugier and Lee
Lawrence, Chamber board members; and Acadia Parish Sheriff K.P. Gibson and
Acadia Parish Police Jury President Chance Henry, speakers. (Photo Submitted)
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passports for taking part in everyday life
—such as attending a sporting event, pa-
tronizing a restaurant, or going to a mov-
ie theater — would create two classes of
citizens based on vaccinations.”

DeSantis banned government entities
and businesses from requiring vaccine
passports since “It is necessary to protect
the fundamental rights and privacies of
Floridians and free flow of commerce in
the state.” DeSantis is also working with
the Florida legislature to make these
protections “permanent” for the citizens
of his state.

While DeSantis is taking the lead at
the state level, U.S. Representative Mar-
jorie Taylor-Greene (R-GA) is the first to
act in Congress. She introduced legis-
lation entitled the “We Will Not Comply
Act.” The purpose of this bill is to “ban
vaccine ‘passports,’ prevent discrimina-
tion against the unvaccinated, and much
more to protect the freedom of the Amer-
ican people.” Once again, this newly
elected congresswoman, Representative
Taylor-Greene, is showing more courage
than the vast majority of her Republican
Party colleagues in the House or Senate.

Vaccine passports are the definition
of medical tyranny. The entire idea is
both Orwellian and dangerous. It is what
would be expected in a country ruled by
a tyrannical government, not in a consti-
tutional republic.

Even liberal author Naomi Wolf un-
derstands the dangers that vaccine
passports represent. She says that if
these plans are implemented, it will
mean “the end of human liberty in the
West.” Wolf believes the real threat is
the government’s access to the personal
data of millions of Americans. According

to Wolf, a vaccine passport will lead to
the “the end of civil society....it has the
power to turn off your life, or to turn on
your life, to let you engage in society or
be marginalized.”

Wolf noted that communist China
has such a system in place in their coun-
try which keeps “a billion people under
the thumb of a totalitarian regime.” This
allows the communist rulers to “find any
dissident in five minutes, and that can
happen here literally within months.”

Whether the concerns are health or
privacy, millions of Americans do not
want to take the vaccine. This will be
unacceptable to the Biden administra-
tion and their allies. These Americans
will start to face incredible pressure to
comply.

One tactic was revealed by Dr. Leana
Wen, public health professor at George
Washington University. In a CNN inter-
view, she admitted that Americans need
to be given a “carrot” to “incentivize”
them to take the vaccine. According to
Wen, “we need to make it clear to them
that the vaccine is the ticket back to
pre-pandemic life.” Her fear is that “oth-
erwise, people are going to go out and
enjoy these freedoms anyway.”

In the view of Wen and many others
demanding that Americans take the vac-
cines, freedoms should not be allowed
for those people who refuse. This is the
antithesis of what it means to be an
American, living in the “land of the free.”

Even if we take the vaccine, we must
fight for the rights of those Americans
who do not want to take it. These are not
passports to health; they are passports
straight to hell.

pre-K through fifth —
back as soon as possi-
ble,” he said.

By mid-November
the sixth, seventh and
eighth graders had re-
turned and on Dec. 7,
2020, “all of our stu-
dents were back in the
classrooms,” he said.

When schools opened
on Sept. 8, 2020, ap-
proximately 3,000 stu-
dents in Acadia Parish
were enrolled in all-vir-
tual classes. “That
number is down to 640
today— less than 10
percent of our enroll-
ment,” Richard said.

The superintendent
had special thanks for
“Crowley’s own Dr. Tina
Stefanski,” medical di-
rector for Region 4, Lou-
isiana Department of
Health.

“I had her number on
speed dial and I used it
nearly every day for a
while there,” he said.

Looking forward,
Richard said he hopes
to establish a closer

working relationship
with South Louisiana
Community College

“and offer more oppor-
tunities for our students
to utilize the Crowley
campus.”

Henry was two and a
half months into his first
term as a member and

':“-I

i
| . 'i_tl.
i

i
4k

T

president of the Acadia
Parish Police Jury when
the “shut down” oc-
curred. Secretary-Trea-
surer Bryan Borill was
two weeks into his new
job and Office of Home-
land Security Director
Ashley LeBlanc had
practically just walked
into her office for the first
time the day the gover-
nor shut down the state.

“But we did alright,”
Henry said. “Throughout
the pandemic we just
kept chugging along to
make sure we brought
services to the citizens.”

While sales tax reve-
nues never bottomed out
the way most thought
they would, state reve-
nue sharing funds did
decrease dramatically,
he added.

“And now we’re going
to get $12 million from
the federal government,
but we really don’t know
how we can use it yet,”
Henry said. “We've got le-
gal working on it to deter-
mine how we can use it.”

Henry said the two
hurricanes that rolled
through Acadia Parish
“were rough.”

“We had some dam-
age to some of our
buildings, too, but our
biggest problem was the
mosquitoes,” he said.

“We got together and
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Come feed your soul in Louisiana with

a one-of-a-kind, close-to-home, far-from-ordinary

road trip you'll never forget. Louisiana is a trip.

Plan one today with a wide collection of itineraries

at LouisianalsATrip.com)
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saw that we had some
surplus money in the
Mosquito Fund and
we put planes in the
air twice,” he said. “We
sprayed every square
mile of the parish after
Laura and nearly every
square mile after Delta.”

Currently, the police
jury is working with the
various drainage dis-
tricts across the parish
in an effort to consoli-
date efforts.

“They’ll still have their
individual districts, but
we’re trying to get them
all to work together as
a parish,” Henry ex-
plained.

Comparing upgrades
at the Acadia Rice Are-
na to the turfing of the
fields at the Crowley
Recreation Complex,
Henry said the Arena is
a “major revenue gener-
ator” for the parish.

“We’re planning to
add an air-conditioned
press box and do some
other things out there,”
he said. “The goal is to
get bigger rodeos and
bigger attractions.”

Henry noted that the
Arena is booked “prac-
tically 365 days a year.”

He thanked the ad-
ministrative office and
“all the parish employ-
ees” for their dedication
during the past year.
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Let Us Know

For any help with your
upcoming bridal or club
needs, call Lisa at
334-3186 or email at
editor@raynetoday.com

www.acadiaparishtoday.com

Lifestyles

Let Us Help

Planning your wedding and
need help with announce-
ments? Contact the Rayne
Acadian-Tribune at 334-3186.
We'll be glad to help.
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Rain, sleet and snow can 1 stop the azalea show

By Heather K trk Ballard
LSU AgCenter Horticulturist

The azaleas are showing
off right now, putting on their
annual spring spectacular
despite the recent sleet, snow
and extended freezing tem-
peratures across the state. I
got a few frantic phone calls
about whether delicate aza-
lea buds would be damaged.
Luckily, these flowers are cold
hardy.

Azaleas are one of the most
beloved flowering shrubs for
Southern gardens. When I re-
cently got a call from a tour-
ist from Vermont concerned
about what happened to the
azaleas during the recent
freezes, I realized just how
special it was. This person
travels each spring to see the
spectacular display.

By far, the South’s most
popular flowering shrub is
the azalea — namely, the
Southern Indica azaleas
(Rhododendron indicum)
from Japan. One of the oldest
collections was started in the
early 1800s at Magnolia Gar-
dens near Charleston, South
Carolina.

In addition to Asia, azaleas
are native to North Ameri-
ca and Europe. In general,
azaleas prefer an acidic soil
with a pH of 5.0 to 6.0 that

is rich in organic matter and
well drained. Azaleas have
a broad, mounding growth
habit and grow to an average
size of 6 feet high by 6 feet
wide. Some varieties are more
compact at 2 feet by 2 feet,
and others grow up to 10 feet
by 10 feet.

They can be grown in full
sun but prefer partial shade
and naturally grow as an un-
derstory plant to pine trees.
Most types bloom in the
spring, but some varieties
have become popular for lat-
er-season blooms. And there
are many colors to choose
from.

Today, there are thou-
sands of different cultivars of
azaleas. Azalea breeders have
been selecting and breeding
these plants for hundreds of
years. Louisiana boasts its
own famous breeder: Buddy
Lee from Folsom, Louisiana.
He developed the Encore aza-
lea, one of the most popular
repeat-blooming varieties in
America.

The Encore series has 33
varieties to offer. They bloom,
spring, summer and fall. LSU
AgCenter research deter-
mined an average of 21 to 32
weeks of bloom. Some variet-
ies are Autumn Embers, Au-
tumn Royalty, Autumn Fire,
Autumn Twist and Autumn

Princess.

Spring is a great time to
plant azaleas. Be sure to
check soil pH and amend the
soil with elemental sulfur,
aluminum sulfate or ammo-
nium sulfate to help bring
the pH down if needed. Fer-
tilize in late winter and early
spring for the best blooms
and greener foliage.

Be sure to mulch your
beds to conserve soil mois-
ture, suppress weeds and
provide a source of organic
matter. Prune very soon after
flowers have bloomed, remov-
ing a small amount of wood
annually to keep plants com-
pact and thin out tall, spin-
dly stems. Buds are set on
old wood, so do not prune in
summer, fall or winter, or you
will miss next year’s show.

Azaleas do have some is-
sues, but they are easily con-
trolled if caught early and

preventative measures are
taken. Some common pests
include lacebugs, bark scale
and spider mites. Petal blight,
leaf gall and root rot are com-
mon diseases.

Look for bronzing on old-
er leaves as a sign of spider
mites and mottling or tiny
brown spots on the leaf when
lacebugs are present. Lace-
bugs are found on the under-
side of leaves, making them
more difficult to control. They
often cause problems in late
winter and early spring.

Use a systemic insecticide
with the active ingredient im-
idacloprid to control mites,
scale and lacebugs. Remem-
ber, you must re-treat in sev-
en to 10 days to kill newly
hatched pests.

Many common diseases of
azaleas are caused by fungal
pathogens that can be reduced
with proper soil drainage.

Indian azalea flowers can
grow anywhere from 2 to 3
1/2 inches across for the
most grandiose display. For-
mosa, Dixie Beauty, George L.
Tabor and Mrs. G.G. Gerbing
are by far the stars of this cat-
egory. There are several oth-
er varieties of Indian Azaleas,
including Daphne Salmon,
Fielder’s White, Judge Solo-
mon, President Clay, Pride of
Mobile and Southern Charm
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to name a few.

The Kurume azaleas are
dwarf azaleas growing to 4
to 6 feet in height by 3 feet in
width at a slower, denser rate.
Flowers are only 1 to 2 inches
across. Popular varieties are
Christmas Cheer, Coral Bells,
Hershey’s Red, H.H. Hume,
Hinodegiri and Snow.

The Satsuki azaleas bloom
later in the spring around
April and May. Popular va-
rieties are Gyokushin, Pink
Gumpo, Pink Macrantha,
Red Gumpo, White Gumpo
and Hardy Gardenia. For a
complete list, description and
details of each variety listed,
search for “azaleas publica-
tion 1295” at www.lsuagcen-
ter.com.

Native azaleas are decid-
uous, and they attract hum-
mingbirds, Dbutterflies and
other pollinators with their
colorful, nectar-rich flowers.
Flame of Florida azalea (Rho-
dodendron austrinum) and
honeysuckle azalea (Rhodo-
dendron canescens) are two
found readily at local nurser-
ies.

Also look for the Louisiana
Super Plant pick Conversa-
tion Piece azalea, which is
noted for its large pink flow-
ers that are nearly 4 inch-
es across. They are repeat
bloomers and cold hardy.

MARCH GARDEN OF MONTH AWARD - The home of Roland and Ronni Guidry, 701 South Arenas, was awarded the Garden of the Month Award for the month of March.
The Guidry home includes a very well-kept yard, flowing flower beds filled with manicured shrubs of different colors, in addition to annual blooms, along with magnolia and
river birch trees also surrounded by shrubs, perennials and annuals. (Acadian-Tribune Photo by Lisa Soileaux)

Faith House King Cake 5K returns May 8

Frog Festival

Come on down to com/Race/LA/Youngs-
Sugar Mill Pond in La- ville/KingCakeSK to
fayette on Saturday, register.

May 8, and “Run for Ya Registration in-

Momma” at the 11th
Annual King Cake SK
charity run for Faith
House.

Dress in your most
festive Mardi Gras gear
and get ready to “Mar-
di Gras MOM-BO” with
everyone as everyone
will celebrate with their
favorite folks — moms.

This event will be a
great run and lots of
fun while helping to
raise funds for domes-
tic violence services to
victims of the commu-
nity.

Early bird registra-
tion ends April 9th so
don’t delay.

Runners can go to:
https://runsignup.
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cludes a King Cake 5K
raglan shirt, swag bag
and finishing medal.

Schedule of Events
on May 8 is:

— Packet Pickup/
Registration will begin
at 7:30 a.m.

— 5K will begin at
8:30 a.m. Awards for
best dressed Mardi
Gras gear will be given.

Anyonee interest-
ed in being a sponsor
or volunteering for the
King Cake 5K, please
contact Nicole Cocker-
ham at 337-232-8954
or email nicole@faith-

Planned 2 Perfecdon, LLC

houseacadiana.com.
Thoseinterested can
also find the registra-
tion link located on the
Faith House Facebook
page.

Faith House is a do-
mestic violence crisis
center whose mission is
to provide safety, shel-
ter, empowerment and
advocacy to survivors of
domestic violence and
their children.

The center has sev-
en components: an
emergency shelter, a
non-residential pro-
gram, a transitional
housing program, a
permanent housing
program, a 24-hour cri-
sis line, a public edu-

We have a large selection
of Unique Gifts, Accessories
and Home Decor.

213 N. Polk Street « Rayne, LA
Also check us out on Facebook ﬂ

cation program and the
Family Justice Center
of Acadiana.

Faith House pro-
vides services in seven
parishes  throughout
south and central Loui-
siana, including Acadia
parish. To learn more
about domestic vio-
lence and Faith House
services visit www.
FaithHouseAcadiana.
com.

If anyone knows
someone who is expe-
riencing abuse, please
make a difference and
call Faith House at
1-888-411-1333. All
calls are confidential
and services are free of
charge.

Pageants planned

RAYNE - Mark your calendars now for May
8, as everyone needs to save that date for the
crowning of a new 2021 Frog Festival royalty.

New Frog Festival queens will be named
during a day-long program, including the
new Mr. and Miss Tadpole, Deb Frog Festival
Queen, Jr. Frog Festival Queen, Jr. Teen Frog
Festival Queen, Teen Frog Festival Queen,
Miss Frog Festival Queen and Ms. Frog Festi-
val Queen.

Additional information, along with times
and schedules, will be given as soon as details
are completed by the committee.

FESTIVAL '

APRIL 24, 2021 © 9 AM - 4:30 PM

FREE ADMISSION
LIVE MUSIC
150+ VENDORS
FREE KIDS FUN ZONE
YUMMY TREAT S &

Sponsored by:
The Advocate,
The Livingston Parish News,
Pierce CMS,
Healing Place Church,
Livingston Parish CVB

Pelican State
[uscidic union]
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For coverage of any
elementary, high school or
college news, call Lisa at
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Teen Scene

Have a picture and/or story of a
student-related event? Bring it by
our office located at 108 North
Adams Avenue or email at
editor@raynetoday.com
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Easter fun while assisting with
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RAYNE HIGH STUDENT COUNCIL ASSISTING WITH EASTER EGG HUNT - Members of the Rayne High School Student Council assisted with the 2021 City of Rayne
Easter Eggstravaganza held Saturday, March 27, at Mauboulas Park. They volunteered at different events held throughout the afternoon of fun activities enjoyed by all in
attendance. (Acadian-Tribune Photo by Josie Henry)

Time running out to apply for 2021 Slemco scholarship
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Apply now for SLEM-
CO’s scholarship draw-
ing to win one of 20
scholarships of $2,000
usually awarded during
the annual meeting.

Applications for the
2021 SLEMCO scholar-
ship were mailed with
every SLEMCO bill in
February. Applications
will be accepted from
February 1st through
the first Thursday of
May each year.

Applications are also
available at all area high
school guidance coun-
selor offices, the schol-
arship offices at UL,
LSUE or SLCC. During
application time, they’re
also available to fill out
or download from the
company’s website.

Due to Internal Rev-
enue Service rules, ap-
plicants who are depen-
dent children must not
turn 24 during 2020.
The IRS prohibits par-
ents from claiming chil-
dren as dependents
during the year they
turn 24, even if they
are full-time students.
Any applicants turning
24 during 2020 must
have their own SLEM-
CO account. They can’t
be sponsored by a par-
ent or guardian, but
they may be sponsored
by a spouse because all
SLEMCO accounts are
community property
under state law.

If customers need
more than one appli-
cation, photocopy both

sides of the one already
received in February
bills or download one
from www slemcao.coml]
All area high school
guidance counselors
have a supply of appli-
cations, as do the schol-
arship offices at UL La-
fayette, LSU-Eunice and
SLCC.

Only one application
per student will be ac-
cepted so everyone has
the same chance to win.
Duplicate entries will
be voided. Make sure to
fill out the application
completely and sign the
form where indicated.

Eligibility require-
ments are listed on each
form, so please read
them carefully. Here’s a
quick overview:

* Only SLEMCO cus-
tomers, their spouses,
children or legal wards
are eligible to win a
scholarship. A member
cannot sponsor grand-
children, nephews,
nieces or friends except
as their legal guardian.
Children cannot be con-
sidered a dependent if
they will turn 24 years
of age anytime during
2020.

e The scholarship
monies can be used by
undergraduate students
to attend, on a full-time
basis, any public or
private Louisiana Uni-
versity or trade school
as accredited by the
University of Louisi-
ana System; Louisiana
State University Sys-

tem; Southern Univer-
sity System; Louisiana
Community and Techni-
cal College System; Lou-
isiana Board of Regents
Proprietary School Sys-
tem; Louisiana Associa-
tion of Independent Col-
leges and Universities or
the US Department of
Education.

* All applicants must
have graduated from
high school with at least
a “C” average. Con-
tinuing college or trade
school students must
have at least a 2.0 cu-
mulative grade point
average (on a 4.0 scale).
Graduate or doctoral
students do not qualify.

e The sponsoring
SLEMCO member must
have been a member for

the past 12 consecutive
months, as of May 7,
2020.

* The applicant is not
required to attend the
annual meeting on June
6, but the sponsoring
member or member’s
spouse must attend to
claim a scholarship. If
a member or spouse is
applying, either spouse
may attend the meeting
to claim the scholarship.

Questions about
SLEMCO scholarships
should be directed to
Mrs. Mary Laurent at
896-5384. Completed
applications should be
mailed to the SLEMCO
Scholarship  Program,
P.O. Box 90866, Lafay-
ette, LA 70509-0866.

Livestock Show
winners announced

BATON ROUGE - After a stressful year of deal-
ing with the pandemic, some Louisiana youth still
showed off their showmanship skills at the 86th
annual LSU AgCenter Livestock Show at the La-
mar-Dixon Expo Center.

Junior, intermediate and senior champion show-
manship awards were presented to exhibitors in
each of the following animal categories: dairy cat-
tle, beef cattle, miniature beef cattle, market swine,
breeding swine, exhibition poultry, broiler poultry,
sheep, dairy breeding goats, meat breeding goat and
market goats. Awards also were given to exhibitors in
the State Rabbit Show, which was held at the State
Evacuation Shelter in Alexandria.

Supported by an endowment from Nutrien,
awards were presented in the junior (9- to 11-year-
olds), intermediate (12- to 14-year-olds) and senior
(15-year-olds and up) divisions.

Senior champions received $250 awards, while
intermediate and junior champions received $125
awards.

Acadia Parish award winners in each category are
as follows:

Sheep — Senior: Mackenzie Castro, Assumption
Parish; Intermediate: Cougar Racca, Calcasieu Par-
ish; Junior: Dylan Blanchard, Lafayette Parish.

Market goats — Senior: Ellie LeBlanc, Jefferson
Davis Parish; Intermediate: Everette Hulin, Vermil-
ion Parish; Junior: Abby Fontenot, Evangeline Par-
ish.

Dairy — Senior: Madalyn Landry, Assumption
Parish; Intermediate: Marie Thibodeaux, Jefferson
Davis Parish; Junior: Ayden Null, Tangipahoa Par-
ish.

Market swine — Senior: Isaac Manuel, Acadia
Parish; Intermediate: Baylee DesJardine, Calcasieu
Parish; Junior: Charles Jernigan, Tangipahoa Par-
ish.

Exhibition poultry — Senior: Jason Freeman,
Vermilion Parish; Intermediate: Shelby Slaven, Tan-
gipahoa Parish; Junior: Ezra Bergeron, St. Landry
Parish.

Beef — Senior: Keagan Kahl, St. Tammany Par-
ish; Intermediate: Isaac Duhon, Vermilion Parish;
Junior: Laura Armentor, Calcasieu Parish.

Rabbits — Senior: Isabella Mathews, Rapides Par-
ish; Intermediate: Alyssa Touchet, Jefferson Davis
Parish; Junior: Sheila McCrory, Ascension Parish.

ENJOY RAYNE CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY CHEER CAMP - A number of young ladies enjoyed the 1st Annual

Rayne Catholic Elementary One-Day Cheer Camp held Friday, March 5, on the school campus. Campers learned
routines, chants and cheers. Here, first graders learn a cheer routine they were slated to perform at the final home
football game where they were welcomed as special guests. (Acadian-Tribune Photo by Lisa Soileaux)

AMAZING HEARING AIDS,
BUY 1, GET 1 FREE!

Nano RX2000 Rechargeable Hearing Aids don't
come with the big prices you're used to seeing.

You Don't Need to Spend Thousands for Quality
Hearing Aids.
« A fraction of the price of other leading brands
« High-quality, rechargeable, and nearly invisible
« Noise filtering & reduction technology
« Extremely easy to use
« No doctor appointments. No audiologist visits.
No fittings necessary.
« Ships direct to your door in 7 days

(QNANO

Hearing Aids J

844-832-9581

For mild hearing loss. These are Class 1 hearing aid devices under FDA regulations per 21 C.F.R. sec 874 3300.

Early Childhood and Pre-Kindergarten
Registration 2021-2022

All Acadia Parish Early Childhood Network
participants, including public schools, Head Start
programs, and child care centers, are beginning
to accept applications for all early childhood
programs for the 2021-2022 school year. In
addition to onsite registration at each site,
the district office has launched an initial,
online application to begin the application
process. Once completed, the initial informa-
tion will be sent to the school/site of interest. If
you have questions, please feel free to contact
your school or program of interest or email prek.
support@acadia.k12.la.us. Due to COVID-19
restrictions, we ask families to follow all state
and local protocols to maintain safety for all.

To complete the initial, online application,
please go to the Acadia Parish School
Board Website at acadia.k12.la.us and
click Acadia Parish Pre-K Application

2021-2022. We look forward to working
with you and your child!
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North Vermilion slips by Wolves; Ladies collect win

BY LISA SOILEAUX
Managing Editor

RAYNE - In a baseball
game that came down to
the last available inning

of play, North Vermilion
held onto a one-point
lead, handing Rayne
High their first district
loss of the 2021 season
(3-1).

Down 4-0 going into
the seventh and final
inning of a district con-
test on Thursday, April
1, the Wolves were able
to collect enough hits to

- LJH

GENERALS.

LACOMBE INKS WITH GENERALS - Rayne High’s Colin LaCombe inked with
LSU-Alexandria this week to continue his baseball career. Joining LaCombe during
the special event were, seated, Colin with his parents, Alicia and Wade LaCombe;
standing, LSUA Assistant Coach Kody Gautreaux, RHS Assistant Coach Charles
Ancelet, RHS Head Coach Jason Bonin and RHS Athletic Director Kaine Guidry.
(Acadian-Tribune Photo by Lisa Soileaux)

CROWLEY - After
blasting seven home
runs on Wednesday,
March 31, in a 27-5
thrashing of Lake Ar-
thur, the Notre Dame
Lady Pios needed just
three more to break
the national high
school team record for
round-trippers hit in a
single season.

They accomplished
that feat on Thursday,
April 1, in a 17-0 victo-
ry over Erath at Bronco
Park.

Maci Bergeron got
the Lady Pios one home
run shy of the record
with a solo blast to left
field in the first inning
and Corine Poncho put
the Lady Pios in a tie for
the record one inning
later with a three-run
bomb to left field.

Abigail Savoy then
provided the record
breaker in the fourth
inning with a three-run
shot over the center field
wall.

The Lady Pios’ three
bombs gave them 83 on
the season and broke
the previous national
record of 82 set by Can-
yon High School in Tex-
as just four years ago.

“This is an amazing
accomplishment  four
our young Ladies,” said
ND coach Dale Serie fol-
lowing the game. “They

1%

NOTRE DAME SOFTBALL TRIO - Notre Dame’s Corine Poncho, Abigain Savoy

muster up three runs,
falling one run short
when the last out was
recorded during the 3-4
loss to the Patriots.

Tallying hits for the
Wolves were Wil Arce-
neaux, Ethan Theriot,
Baylon Leon and Kaleb
Olivier. Arceneaux and
Leon knocked in RBI,
while Arceneaux, Deuce
Comeaux and Dylan Ju-
dice scoring runs.

Despite filling the
bases during a couple
of early innings, Rayne
just couldn’t touch hoe
for a score.

Colin LaCombe was
on the mound for the
Wolves for four and one-
third innings throwing
two strikeouts, but gave
up seven hits and five
walks.

Derek Istre com-
pleted the game on the
mound for Rayne re-
cording two strikeouts
and allowing no hits.

The Wolves were slat-
ed to host LaGrange
Tuesday afternoon in
another district contest.

Rayne has another
meeting against the Ga-
tors today (Thursday) at
Gossen Memorial Park
in Rayne. The first pitch
is slated for 6 p.m.

and Maci Bergeron each hit a home run in the Lady Pios’ 17-0 victory over Ert=ath
last week. The three long balls gave the Lady Pios 83 total home runs on the seaons
thus far, setting a new national team record for most home runs in a single season.

(Photo Submitted)

set a goal at the begin-
ning of the season and
to witness them accom-
plish their goal is amaz-
ing.

“We are blessed and
excited, but we under-
stand the journey isn’t
over yet. Our ultimate
goal is to win the last
game we play.”

Winning that last
game, which Serie is
hoping will be in Sul-
phur at the beginning of
May, is a very good pos-
sibility, especially seeing

how the Lady Pios have
played not only all sea-
son but in their last two
games after surviving a
scare from Port Barre on
Tuesday.

In that game, the
Lady Pios had just six
hits from three players
and they had to come
from behind to beat the
Lady Red Devils, 4-3, in
seven innings.

In the last two games
since then, the Lady
Pios have belted out 36
hits, including 10 home

runs, eight doubles and
one triple. In addition,
they scored 44 runs in
victories over Lake Ar-
thur and Erath.

And they did all that
in just six innings as
both of those games
were halted early due to
the mercy rule.

“You have to tip your
hat to Port Barre, they
played clean defensive-
ly, but we were chas-
ing early in the count
and we kind of got our-
selves out,” said Serie.

T

ALL-ACADEMIC SCHOLAR STUDENT-ATHLETES - Recognized by the Louisiana High School Athletic
Association as All -Academic Scholar Athletes for maintaining a 3.5 - 3.9 GPA were the following student-athletes
of Notre Dame High School of Acadia Parish: seated from left, Receiving All-Academic Scholar Athlete honors for
maintaining a 3.5-3.9 GPA are (below): Boyd Gray-football, Jude Hebert-cross country, Jack Himel-cross country,
Hunter Hoffpauir-football; standing, Parker Link-football, Melise Maloz-volleyball, Wesley Maze-football, Hailey
Pauley-volleyball, John Rivette-cross country, Blake Smith-football and Hayden Thomas-swimming/cross country.

(Photo Submitted)

Lady Wolves

In the home stretch of
district play, the Rayne
High Lady Wolves Soft-
ball Team picked up a
13-2 non-district win on
Wednesday, March 31,
when they hosted West-
gate High School.

The young Lady

Wolves softball squad
stands at 6-12 overall
and 1-4 in district play.
They are slated to
host Washington-Marion
today (Thursday) at Gos-
sen Memorial Park when
they will try to improve
their district slate before
post-season begins.

Rayne High track
season heats up

Prior to Easter break, the Rayne High School

track team participated

in the North Vermilion

Track Meet on Friday, March 26, in Maurice.
Placing for Rayne High were:
Noah Peter - 2nd place javelin;
Hali Senegal - 4th place 400-meter dash;
Jenyth Allen - 6th place javelin;
Kennedy Castile - 5th place 300-meter hurdles;
4 x 800 meter relay team - 6th place (Kennedy
Castile, Braylin Butler, Jaden Coleman, Tyrin Mou-

ton); and

Jarmi Eaglin - 6th place shot put.

Rayne High tracksters will return to action on
Wednesday, April 14, during the Acadia Parish
Track Meet slated to be held at Iota High School for

all parish teams.

The Wolves and Ladies will host this year’s Dis-
trict Track Meet on Tuesday, April 20, at Wolf Stadi-
um as announced by RHS head track coach Bryan
Parker. Fans are urged to come out and support
Rayne High during the local meet.

Regionals are slated on April 27 at Cecilia High
School, followed by the 4-A State Track Meet on
May 6-8 on the LSU campus in Baton Rouge.

Lady Pios break home run record during rout of Erath

“So what we did: we
kind of got back to what
we know and talked to
the hitters about their
strengths. We want them
to hunt their pitches and
I think that has kind of
shown in the last two
games.

“If we hunt our pitch-
es, we’ll be pretty good.”

The Lady Pios not
only hunted their pitch-
es the last two outings,
they bagged their limit.

Thursday, against
Erath, the Lady Pios
logged 17 hits.

Bergeron led the
charge with three hits,
including a double and a
home run; Poncho add-
ed a double, a home run
and Savoy had two hits,
including a home run.

Caylyn Henry, Keleigh
Spell and Maddie Mur-
rell each had two hits
and one RBI and Macey
Freed, Morgan Alleman

and Annabelle Pitts each
had one hit. Alleman
added two RBI and Pitts
drove in one run.

Against Lake Arthur
on Tuesday, the Lady
Pios erupted for 20 hits
in a 27-5 victory.

Callie Maitre led the
way with a 4-for-4 per-
formance at the plate
that included a pair of
home runs and six RBI.

Jillian Bourgeois
added three singles and
drove in four runs and
Henry was 3-for-3 with a
double and two RBI. Sa-
voy also had three hits,
all doubles, and drove in
three runs.

Bergeron added two
bombs and five RBI,
Poncho was 2-for-2 with
a double, a home run
and two RBI, Freed had
an RBI and three RBI
and Alleman singled in
a run.

ARBORIST/CONSULTANT

David Smith

Tree Service

LA Arborist
Lic # 09-1668

FULLY INSURED

STUMP GRINDING « TREE REMOVAL
PRUNING / TRIMMING

cal 337-305-1956

us 337-546-6492

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

GENERAC
—————mE

A

B

=

855-649-6863 "

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

GENERAC

Offer valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of

terms and conditions.
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An Over-View of the Frog Industry in Rayne
Chatetain

“Les ouaouarons sont un cadeau de la Bon Dieu”

Anonymous Cajun Frog Catcher

By SIDNEY STUTES
Special to the Tribune

Historians date the start of WW II at
September 1, 1939, the day the Nazi
war machine marched into Poland.

Though not immediately or direct-
ly involved, the United States had long
monitored Adolf Hitler’s rise to power
in the 1930’s and his disregard for the
Treaty of Versailles which had ended
WW I in 1918, with specific restric-
tions on Germany. Indeed, the world
had only watched as Hitler re-armed
and annexed neighbor after neighbor,
all in violation of accepted internation-
al treaty law.

But Hitler's invasion of Poland
brought America’s allies England and
France into the war, which heightened
American concern enough to receive
71% approval of the Congressional Se-
lective Training and Service Act of 1940
which established “ .. compulsory mil-
itary training for all young men.” This
preparatory act set a cap of 900,000
men in training at any given time and
limited military service to 12 months.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed the service act on September
18, 1940, after Paris fell to the Nazis
on June 15, within five weeks of the
German invasion of France and the
Low Countries.

Locally, in Rayne - an appoint-
ed Acadia Parish Draft Board began
a “call up” to maintain the minimal
number of young men for training.

The Tribune dutifully reported
the Board meetings and recorded the
names of those “called to service.”

George Weil - son of Edmond
and nephew of Jacques — entered the
United States Army on June 3, 1941,
to fulfill his 12 month obligation.
As a youngster he had attended local
schools and had worked at his uncle’s
“frog pen” and farm produce business.
Upon graduation from Rayne High
School, young George was employed in
Lafayette where he resided with an old-
er sister Marguerite and her husband
Cleone Lalanne.

To be exact — George Weil had been
in the army for only six months and
four days when the Japanese (ally of
Germany) attacked the United States
at Pear]l Harbor on December 7, 1941.
There would be no “12 month ser-
vice” after that.

Beginning in 1942 —in the western
theater of the war — the United States
conducted the North African campaign
before advancing slowly across Italy
where the main adversary became the
German army, after the withdrawal
of Benito Mussoilin’s Italian forces.
(Hostilities in Italy continued into May,
1945).

In the interval — the United States
and its allies quietly amassed the
world’s largest invasion force ever in
England in preparation for an offensive
against Nazi-held Europe.

On June 3, 1944 - U. S. Infan-
tryman, Sergeant George Weil “cele-
brated” the third anniversary of his
induction into the U. S. military.

On the evening of June 5, 1944
— President Roosevelt spoke to the
nation from Washington to announce
that allied forces had entered Rome.

On the very next evening — June
6, 1944 - the President would again
address the nation:

“My Fellow Americans — Last night
when I spoke to you about the fall of
Rome, I knew at that moment that
troops of the United States and our Al-
lies were crossing the Channel in anoth-
er and greater operation. It has come to
pass with success thus far.

“And, in this poignant hour, I ask
you to join me in prayer.

“Almighty God.: Our sons, pride of the
nation, this day have set upon a mighty
endeavor, a struggle to preserve our re-
public, our religion, and our civilization,
and to set free a suffering humanity.

“Lead them straight and true; give
strength to their arms, stoutness to their
hearts, steadfastness in their faith.

“They will need Thy blessings. Their
road will be long and hard, for thee ene-
my is strong . . . . They will be sore tired,
by night and by day, without rest, until
the victory is won. The darkness will be
rent by noise and flame. Men’s souls
will be shaken by the violence of war.

“For these men are lately drawn
from the ways of peace. They fight not
for the lust of conquest. They fight to
end conquest. They fight to liberate . . .
. They yearn but for the end of battle, for
their return to the haven of home.

“Some will never return. Em-
brace these, Father, and receive
them, Thy heroic servants, into Thy
kingdom.”

One assumes that the Weils heard

Edmond and Marguerite Weil
- Children -

Jacques
Born in France, moved to California in 1930’s, visited regularly

Jacqueline
Married Clarence Richard, worked for railroad office in Lafayette

Germaine
Moved to California, lived near Jacques

Marguerite
Married Cleone Lalanne, lived in Lafayette,

George resided briefly with them

Georgette
Married Joseph Gauthier, also worked for railroad

George
Inducted U.S. Army 1941, killed at Normandy in 1944

Aline
Married Fernand Privat, couple had nine children

both of the President’s speeches, and
not having heard from George for some
time, began a prayerful vigil for his
safety. And the concern must have
been borne heavily.

And then - aletter from George ar-
rived at Edmond’s house, But, it was
dated June 3, 1944, and only received
in Rayne on June 27. 1944.

And no more news of George would
come until Wednesday, August 2,
1944. It was in the form of a telegram
delivered by the teletype operator at
People’s Drug Store.

The telegram was from the War De-
partment:

“The Secretary of War desires
me to express his deep regret that
your son, Sergeant George E. Weil,
has been reported missing in action
since June 9 in France. If further
details or other information are re-
ceived, you will be promptly noti-
fied. J. A. Ulic, Adjutant General, U.
S. Army.”

The Tribune printed the entire
telegram in its August 4 edition, and
added, “George has been in the service
three years, having observed his third
anniversary of service on June 3.
three days before D- Day. George took
part in the invasion of France on June
6, and apparently has been missing
since June 9, three days after D-Day.
His 26th birthday fell on June 12.

“He has a little God-child and neph-
ew named for him, George Richard, son
of Clarence and Jacqueline Weil Rich-
ard of Lafayette, who was born on June
9, this year, the day George has been
reported missing.”

On Friday, August 11, the Tribune
followed with this statement, “No fur-
ther news has been received to date
other than an official letter which fol-
lowed the first telegram sent to Mr. Ed-
mond.”

The brief announcement in the pa-
per was accompanied by a picture of
Sgt. George Weil in uniform.

Nearly a month passed before a
second telegram arrived, with the most
terrible of news.

“The Secretary of War regrets
to inform you that your son, Sgt.
George Weil has been killed in ac-
tion in France.”

There followed a letter from the U.
S. Army Adjutant General on Septem-
ber 6, 1944.

“Dear Mr. Weil: It is with prolong re-
gret that I confirm the recent telegram
informing you of the death of your son,

Sergeant George Weil, son of Edmond
and Marguerite Weil of Rayne, and
graduate of Rayne High School,
entered the military in June, 1941 and
was killed at Normandy in the D-Day
invasion in 1944,

Sgt. George Weil, Infantry, who was
previously reported missing in action.

“An official message has now been
received which states that he was killed
in action in France.

“I realize the burden of anxiety that
has been yours since he was first re-
ported missing . . . and deeply regret the
sorrow this letter report brings you. May
the knowledge that he made the su-
preme sacrifice for his home and coun-
try be a course of sustained comfort.

“My sympathy is with you in this
time of great sorrow.

“Sincerely yours, J. A. Ulic, Adjutant
General”

Msgr. Hubert Lerschen, himself
with family in Nazi-controlled Holland,
presided at a Memorial Mass (one of
many in those days) on Tuesday morn-
ing, September 12, 1944 — at 9:00 a.
m. The Legionnaires of Arceneaux Post
formed a special “Guard of Honor”
during the service, which was attended
by “an overflow crowd at St. Joseph’s.”

Edmond and Marguerite Weil —and
Mr. Jacques — would decide to have
George’s remains interred in the U.

See PLAN, Page 10A

Winston Barousse, long-time teacher and principal, also coached and is pic-
tured here with some promising young fighters in 1935. Front row, George
Weil, who lost his life during the invasion of Normandy in WWII and Willie
Arceneaux; back row, Leo Melancon, Leon Hoffman Jr., Woodrow LeBlanc,
Chevis Doucet, and “Red” Alleman.
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S. Military Cemetery at Colleville Sur
Mer in France, overlooking the English
Channel and the beaches of Norman-

dy.

Incidentally, interred at the same
cemetery are the remains of Theodore
(Ted) Roosevelt, Jr., son of the 26th
President of the United States, Theo-
dore Roosevelt (1901-1909).

Brigadier General “Ted” Roosevelt,
at age 56, was the only American gen-
eral at D-Day to land by sea with the
first wave of troops, the oldest man in
the invasion. In failing health and walk-
ing with a cane, General Roosevelt had
had to petition the military high com-
mand to lead his unit that morning,
and having accomplished the feat of
landing at Utah Beach, died of a heart

attack in the battle.

On the same morning of June 6,
1944, his son, Captain Quentin Roos-
evelt II, led his unit onto Omaha Beach,
and survived that ordeal and the war.

Interestingly — in 1955, the remains
of 1st Lt.. Quentin Roosevelt, younger
brother of General Ted Roosevelt, who

had been killed as a pilot in air combat

in WW I in France in 1918, were re-in-
terred from a different cemetery and
placed next to his brother Ted’s grave
at Colleville sur Mer.

In Rayne, in 1944 - their son,

George Weil, age 26, having been in-
ducted to serve only 12 months, Ed-
mond and Marguerite Weil consoled
themselves with the thought that
their “Sergeant” would rest in peace
in their beloved homeland France, to
which he, ironically, had returned to
help liberate from tyranny.

Today — among the 9,388 Amer-
ican dead at this hallowed ground,

Sergeant George E. Weil, 38th Infan-

try Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division,
U. S. Army, Louisiana, is interred in
“Plot J, Row 21, Grave 12, Bronze
Star, Purple Heart.”

i SR

The Normandy American Cemetery at Colleville-sur-Mer, France, officially
dedicated on July 18, 1956, houses the remains of Sergeant George Weil of
Rayne, Louisiana in “Plot J, Row 21, Grave 12, Bronze Star, Purple Heart.”

APOSTOLIC

FIRST APOSTOLIC
Mire-Duson Exit, Duson
Walter Richards, Min.
W.S.10am. &7 p.m.
Wed. 7 p.m.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

ABUNDANT LIFE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gossen Park Drive,
Rayne
Melvin Finley, Min.,
334-2781
W.S. 10 a.m. &6 p.m.

BAPTIST

DUSON BAPTIST MISSION

812 Cameron St., Duson

Felix Seller, Min., 873-4702
S.S.9am,;WS. 10am. &6 p.m.

Wed. 6:30 p.m.

ELIZABETH MEMORIAL BAPTIST

Hwy. 365, Branch
Kevin Colson, Min.,
334-4004

SS.9am;WS.10am. &6 pm.

Wed. 6:30 p.m.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF RAYNE

1715 E. Jefferson Davis

Gene Lee, Min., 334-4154
S.S.9am,;WS. 10am. &6 p.m.

Wed. 6:30 p.m.

@he Rayne

Acadion-Tribune

/ ~  Devotional/Directory

STARLIGHT BAPTIST
206 Webb St., Rayne
Nathan T. Stevens, Min.,
334-2242
S.S.8am.;WS.9am.
Tues. 6 p.m.

CATHOLIC

ASSUMPTION B.V.M.
Hwy. 95, Mire
Rev. Mike Arnaud
Sat. Mass 4 p.m.
Sun. Mass 8 & 10 a.m.

OUR MOTHER OF MERCY
SHRINE
600 W. Jefferson Davis St.,
Rayne
Rev. Emmanuel Awe, 334-3516
Sat. Mass 5:30 p.m.
Sun. Mass 10 a.m.

ST. BASIL CATHOLIC
Judice
Rev. A Rex Broussard,
Sat. Mass 4 p.m.
Sun. Mass 8 & 10 a.m.

ST. BENEDICT DE MOOR
Hwy. 90, Duson
Rev. Aaron Melancon,
Sat. Mass 5:30 p.m.
Sun. Mass 8:30 a.m.

ST. EDMUNDS CHAPEL
Hwy. 385, Branch
Rev. Paul Broussard,

Sat. Mass 4 p.m.
Sun. Mass 7:30 a.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
401 S. Adams Ave., Rayne
Rev. Brent Smith,
334-2193
Sat. Mass 4 p.m.
Sun. Mass 7 & 10 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.

At the end of WW II, the RHS Class of 1944 presented a plaque to the school
“In memory of the Boys of Rayne High School who gave their least full
measure of devotion to the country.” The list included Rodney Bergeron,
Lawrence Bouillon, Lee Bruner, Edward Hoffpauir, Robert Hunter, Woodrow
LeBlanc, Earl Primeaux, Roy Schexnyder and George Weil.

,,
i
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The Normandy American Cemetery in France is located in Colleville-sur-Mer,
France on the site of the temporary St. Laurent Cemetery established by the U.
S. First Army in June, 1944, as the first American cemetery on European soil
in WW L. It covers 172.5 acres with 9,388 graves of American military dead,
many of whom lost their lives in the D-Day invasion and ensuing actions.

This Devotional and Church Directory are made possible
by these businesses who encourage us all to attend the

worship service of your choice.

ST. LEO’S IV CATHOLIC
7166 Roberts Cove Rd., Rayne
Rev. Paul Broussard,
334-5056
Sat. Mass 5:30 p.m.

Sun. Mass 9 a.m.

ST. TERESA CATHOLIC
200 C St., Duson
Rev. Aaron Melancon, 873-4962
Sat. Mass 4 p.m.

Sun. Mass 7 & 10 a.m.

Seeking Your
Own Happiness

“In everything I did, I showed you
that by this kind of hard work we
must help the weak, remembering
the words the Lord Jesus himself
said: ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive.””

Acts 20:35 NIV

appiness is one of those
chings which we are more

likely to have if we focus on
helping others find theirs.
Consider this story which was
recently sent to me by a family
member:
A professor gave a balloon to every
student, who had to inflate it, write
their name on it, and throw it in the
hallway. The professor then mixed
all the balloons. The students were
given 5 minutes to find their own
balloon. Despite a hectic search, no
one found their balloon. At that
point, the professor told the
students to take the first balloon
that they found and hand it to the

never find it if everyone is looking
for their own. But if we care about
other people’s we'll find ours too.”
This inspiring story, whether it
happened or not, contains a
profound truth and is supported by
research which shows that people
increase their happiness more
when they are given money and
told to give it away or otherwise do
something with the money which
will help others than if they spend

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
311 Holt St., Rayne
Ben Wells, Min., 334-7418
S.5.9:30 am.; W.S. 11 am.
Thurs. 4:30 p.m.
METHODIST

BRANCH
UNITED METHODIST
Branch; Charles Floyd, Min.
W.S. 8 p.m.

CUNNINGHAM C.M.E.
300 W. Harrop St., Rayne
Louis P. Curriere, Min.,
334-3303
S$.S.9:30am.; W.S. 11am.

EBENEZER
UNITED METHODIST
Ebenezer;

Chris Blanchard, Min.
S.S.9am.;WS. 10am.

INDIAN BAYOU
UNITED METHODIST
Hwy. 700, Indian Bayou
Robert Johnson, Min.,
334-7166
S.S.10am.;

W.S. 11 am.
MARYLAND CHAPEL C.M.E.
Branch, Rev. Banks, Min.
S.S.9:45am.; WS. 11am.

NAZARENE

EBENEZER CHURCH OF THE
NAZARENE
1020 Ebenezer Rd., Crowley
Joe Talhelm, Min., 783-7586
S.S.9:45am.
W.S. 10:30 a.m. &6 p.m.
Wed. 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL

THE PENTECOSTALS OF RAYNE
Wayne Blanchard, Min.
W.S. Sun. 2 p.m.

Wed. 7:30 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
321 E. 4th St., Crowley
Jimmy Broussard, Min., 783-2249
S.S.9:45am.; W.S. 11am.

OTHER

ACADIAN CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
511 Clegg St., Rayne
Charland Jordan, Min., 334-7122
W.S. 10 a.m.
Wed. 6 p.m.

NEW TESTAMENT
MINISTRY
216 E. Texas Ave., Rayne
Mary Ann Cole, Min.
S.S.10am.; W.S. 11am.

AUCOIN’S TRUCKING & EXCAVATION
1651 Abbeville Hwy.

334-5235
Cell 523-7568 Lindsey Aucoin

person whose name was written on
it. Within 5 minutes everyone had
their own balloon. The professor
then said to the students: “These
balloons are like happiness. We will

it on themselves. We are social
creatures, built for sharing our
lives and our possessions with
others.

—Christopher Simon

The Rayae

Acodian-Tribune

www.acadiaparishtoday.con

(337) 334-3186

‘SPECIALTY MEATS: Stuffed Chickens  Fresh Sausage
* Smoked Sausage * Marinated Rib Eyes » Stuffed Pork Chops
*Bef Jerky * Many other items
DEL! SPECIALS: Boudin * Cracklins  Boudin Balls & Roll Ups
* Boudin Biscuits * Sausage PoBoys ¢ Tasso Sandwiches

1421 The Blvd. « Rayne, LA 70578

“Exit 87 at the Texaco Station”
Mon.-Fri. 5:30-7, Sat 6-7, Sun. 7-3

337-393-2750

Facebook: Nonc Kevs Speciaty Meats

l} ~— - CLASS 111
rgcg™ GUNS - AMMO
lJ l l .“ l s ARCHERY
e S L= BLACK POWDER
ANID “[ S GUNSMITHING
HUNTING SUPPLIES
-Com TACTICAL
HUNTING - TACTICAL - RELOADING

Call (337) 334-0033 + 110 W. Louisiana Avenue * Rayne, LA 70578
Email: Service@Bulletsandbows.com

122 E. 5th Street
P.O. Box 307
Crowley, LA 70527
Phone: (337) 783-0650
Fax: (337) 783-7238

fisasy)

&5 People’s

People's

v | Credit Union

www.peoplescu.info

(337) 393-2495

904 E. Texas Ave. * Rayne, LA

Take -10 Exit 97 at Scott, LA - Located 1 Mile
North of 10 at 615 Hwy 93 North
PHONE: (337) 233-5805

Visit our 2nd location
at Roady’s Truck Stop

<22 Duhon Funeral Home, Li.c

900 E. Texas Ave. * Rayne, LA 70578 + 334-3600
701 S. Broadway * Church Point, LA 70525 + 684-5552

SLEMCO

“PUTTING YOU FIRST IN EVERYTHING WE DO.”
(337) 643-6565 - hyww.sTemco.com

. . . . 8 . 601 N, ARENAS * RAYNE, LA + PHONE 3383162 . com somoce « rassemvme
in Duson Hwy. 90 East Cr°W|eYv LA 70526 - 783-1395 2704 Herpin Avenue « Kaplan, Louisiana O T d o “Best Service In Town!" o L X
- - Leveling * Raising To Any Height
= Guidry’s
E I ec t ri c a l s Ij’mfessﬁna/ Fo/t[lgngat/'on W%I,(
pecializing in Historical & Commercial Projects
C%OUTI—[W]N’D FUNERAL HOME . PO. Box 865 - Rayne, LA 70578
Service Off: 7 335874

HEALTHCARE & REHABILITATION

A Non-Profit Organization

804 Crowley-Rayne Hwy. « Crowley, LA « 783-2740

-gosseniuneralnome.ne
Serving RAYNE & the Surrounding Areas

504 N. Polk St. - 334-3141 - Rayne, LA

David Guidry, Owner 3815 Crowley-Rayne Hwy.
337-334-4485 P.0. Box 433 ¢ Rayne, LA 70578
www.guidryselectricalEErvice.conl

Cell: (337) 581-9457
MW.wnatahousemovin .COl

Marvin C. Wingate - Owner



www.acadiaparishtoday.com
www.peoplescu.info
www.bulletsandbows.com
www.beststopinscott.com
www.slemco.com
www.wingatehousemoving.com
www.gossenfuneralhome.net
www.service.com
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Cleco donates $20,000 to establish endowed scholarship
for Power Lineman and Electrical programs at SLCC

CROWLEY - A
$20,000 donation by
Cleco will help to es-
tablish an endowed
scholarship for South
Louisiana Commu-
nity College’s power
lineman and electrical
training programs.

The new Cleco en-
dowed scholarship
will be used to recruit,
retain and train stu-
dents enrolled in these
training programs. In
2018, Cleco contribut-
ed $50,000 to SLCC to
help establish the Pow-
er Lineman training
program, the only such
program in the region,
which recently cele-
brated the graduation
of its fourth class.

“This additional
funding is part of our
commitment to not
only invest in the com-
munities we serve but
to help sustain work-
force training programs
for future generations,”

said Bill Fontenot,

president and CEO of

Cleco Corporate Hold- sustainable
ings. “Endowed schol- support.”

arships differ from tra-
ditional  scholarships
because the money
donated is never actu-
ally spent. Rather, the
money is invested, and

Pay to the
Order of

iz, Lawisiomas (pmmmnity) (o tisg)

sty Jhovsond. onss "

Date areh. 252001

$[20059:4

Eoridosa.  2eholarship

Memo

Dollars

G o Fooer, LG

the investment income
is used to fund schol-
arships which is a more

“The generosity of
partners like Cleco help
us train the workforce
and meet
needs across Acadiana
and Louisiana,”

workforce

said

Dr. Jermaine Ford, SL-
CC’s vice president of
Economic and Work-
of force Development.
“Our Power Lineman
program puts tech-
nicians right to work
after graduation, and
we are grateful for our
partners like Cleco who
make this possible.”

“The Louisiana
Board of Regents pro-
vides a competitive

100 percent match on
private scholarship do-
nations, so the total
endowed  scholarship
will be $40,000 which
means SLCC will be
able to award scholar-
ships for years to come

SLCC DONATION MADE - Dr. Jermaine Ford, left, vice president of Economic and Workforce Development at
SLCC, accepts a check for $20,000 from Katie Chiasson, senior business developer at Cleco. (Photo Submitted)

thanks to this donation
from Cleco,” said Lana
Fontenot, SLCC’s vice
chancellor of Institu-
tional Advancement.
When awarding
scholarships, priority
will be given to females
and minorities due to
their low enrollment in
energy education pro-

grams.

For more informa-
tion about Cleco in the
community, visit -cle-
co.com and follow the
company on Facebook
at @ClecoPower.

Cleco Corporate
Holdings LLC is a re-
gional energy holding
company that conducts
its business operations
through its subsidiar-
ies, Cleco Power LLC
and Cleco Cajun LLC.
Cleco Power is a regulat-
ed electric public utility
company that owns 10
generating units with a
rated capacity of 3,360
MWs and serves ap-
proximately = 290,000
customers in Louisi-
ana through its retail
business and supplies
wholesale power in
Louisiana and Missis-
sippi.

Cleco Cajun is an
unregulated utility
company that owns 14
generating units with a
rated capacity of 3,379
MWs, and wholesale
contracts serving nine
Louisiana cooperatives,
three wholesale mu-
nicipal customers and
one electric utility. For
more information about
Cleco, visit us at www.

kleco.com]
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2 BEDROOM
APTS with wash-
er/ dryer hookups,

appliances
furnished.
Rent $600-$750

825 East 1st.

2 or 3 bedroom
Townhouses
$750-$1000 Rent
Beauvoir area.
2 bedroom 2 1/2
bath condos with
appliances, 2 car
covered parking
$1,000-$1200 rent
Bayou Bend.
Deposits required
on all properties.
Carmichael
Rental Properties
125 East 10th
Crowley,
250-4316

RENT &
RENT TO OWN
1-4 Bedroom
Homes
337-788-2639
325 N AVEF,
4BR, 2BA, $1,200
715 S AVE F,
2BR, 1BA, $550

HeLp WANTED

ENCORE
HEALTHCARE
NOW hiring Tem-
porary Certified
Nurse Aides. Must
have completion
certificate. Apply in
person with Emily
Chiasson @ 19110
Crowley Eunice
Hwy

THE VILLAGE OF
Morse is currently
accepting applica-
tions for a town
laborer, experi-
ence preferred but
not necessary in
the following, main-
tain grass, and
equipment, assist
in maintenance
with the water and
sewer lines of the
Village. Applica-
tions can be picked
up at 221 S. Krutt-
shnitt Ave Morse
La. 70559

STATEWIDE

APPLYING FOR
SOCIAL Security
Disability or Ap-
pealing a Denied
Claim? Call Bill
Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Dis-
ability Attorneys, 1-
844-883-2045
FREE Consulta-
tions. Local Attor-
neys Nationwide

[Mail: 2420 N St
NW, Washington
DC. Office:

Broward
Co.(TX/NM Bar)]

OVER $10K IN
debt? Be debt free
in 24-48 months.
Pay nothing to en-
roll. Call National
Debt Relief at 1-
855-794-1033

$59.99 PER month
DIRECTV Special.
155+ Channels,
HBO for 12 months
and 3 months of
Premium Movie
Channels! Whole
Home GENIE HD
DVR! Call Now! 1-
888-498-4312

APPLYING FOR
SOCIAL Security
Disability or Ap-
pealing a Denied
Claim? Call Bill
Gordon & Assoc.
Our case man-
agers simplify the
process & work
hard to help with
your case. Call 1-
844-883-2045
FREE Consulta-
tion. Local Attor-
neys Nationwide

[Mail: 2420 N St
NW, Washington
DC. Office:

Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.)]

ARE YOU BE-
HIND $10k OR
MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop
wage & bank
levies, liens &
audits, unfiled tax
returns, payroll is-
sues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 1-
855-832-2310

AT&T INTERNET.
Starting at
$40/month w/12-
mo agmt. Includes
1 TB of data per
month. Get More
For Your High-
Speed Internet
Thing. Ask us how
to bundle and
SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply.
Call us today 1-
866-282-4680.

AT&T TV - The
Best of Live & On-
Demand On All
Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE
Package, $64.99
per month plus
taxes for 12
months. Premium
Channels at No
Charge for One
Year! Anytime,
anywhere. Some
restrictions apply.
W/ith 24- month.
agreement TV
price higher in 2nd
year. Regional
Sports Fee up to
$8.49 per month.is
extra & applies.
Call IVS 1-833-
317-1353

ATTENTION DIA-
BETICS! SAVE
money on your dia-
betic supplies!
Convenient home
shipping for monit-
ors, test strips, in-
sulin pumps, cath-
eters and more! To
learn more, call
now! 1-888-723-
9462

ATTENTION
HOMEOWNERS!
IF you have water
damage to your
home and need
cleanup services,
call us! We'll get in
and work with your
insurance agency
to get your home
repaired and your
life back to normal
ASAP! Call 1-888-
706-1445

ATTENTION
SMALL BUSI-
NESS OWNERS!
Are you protected
in case of property
damage or if you
have an interrup-
tion in service due
to a property
event? Business
Owner Property in-
surance IS AF-
FORDABLE and
WILL PROTECT
YOU when the un-
expected happens!
For free quote, call
1-877-370-3233
(M-F 7:30am-
9:30pm ET)

DIRECTV - EVERY
LIVE $49.99 per
month. Select All-
Included Package.
155 Channels.
1000s of
Shows/Movies On
Demand. FREE
Genie HD DVR Up-
grade. Premium
movie channels,
FREE for 3 mos!
Call 1-866-734-
0452

ATTENTION:
OXYGEN USERS!
Gain freedom with
a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No
more heavy tanks
and refills! Guaran-
teed Lowest Prices!
Call Oxygen Con-
centrator Store: 1-
855-382-4168

ATTENTION:

OXYGEN USERS!
The NEW Inogen
One G5. 1-6 flow
settings. Designed
for 24-hour oxygen
use. Compact and
Lightweight. Get a
FREE Info kit
today. 1-855-874-
9438

AUTO INSUR-
ANCE STARTING
AT $49 PER
MONTH! Call 1-
844-430-4651 for
your free rate com-
parison to see how
much you can
savel!

BATHROOM
RENOVATIONS
EASY ONE DAY
updates! We spe-
cialize in safe
bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring &
seated showers.
Call for a FREE in-
home consultation.
1-855-238-1870

BECOME A PUB-
LISHED author!
Publications sold at
all major secular &
specialty Christian
bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith
Publishing for your
FREE author sub-
mission kit. 1-877-
497-3255

BECOME A PUB-
LISHED author!
Publication sold at
all major secular &
specialty Christian
bookstores. Call
Christian Faith
Publishing for your
FREE author sub-
mission kit. 1-877-
497-3255

BECOME A PUB-
LISHED Author.
We want to Read
Your Book! Dor-
rance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book
manuscript submis-
sions currently be-
ing reviewed. Com-
prehensive Ser-
vices Consultation,
Production, Promo-
tion and Distribu-
tion Call for your
FREE Author's
Guide 1-866-593-
1492 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.
com/lapress

BEST SATELLITE
TV with 2 Year
Price Guarantee!
$59.99 per month
with 190 channels
and 3 months
FREE Premium
Movie Channels!
FREE next day in-
stallation! Call 1-
844-284-8095

DENIETD
CREDIT?? WORK
to Repair Your
Credit Report With
The Trusted Lead-
er in Credit Repair.
Call Lexington Law
for a FREE credit
report summary &
credit repair con-
sultation. 1-855-
527-0217. John C.
Heath, Attorney at
Law, PLLC, dba
Lexington Law Firm

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE FROM
Physicians Mutual
Insurance Com-
pany. NOT just a
discount plan,
REAL coverage for
(850) procedures.
Call 1-855-268-
0108 for details.
www.dental50plus.
com/morning 6118-
0219

FREE MEDICARE
SUPPLEMENT
QUOTES! Top Pro-
viders. Excellent
Coverage. Call for
no obligation quote
to see how much
you can save. 1-
877-326-0344

DIRECTV - EVERY
LIVE football
game, every
Sunday - any-
where - on your fa-
vorite device. Re-
strictions apply.
Call IVS - 1-866-
734-0452

DIRECTV NOW.
NO Satellite
N e eded
$40/month. 65
Channels. Stream
Breaking News,
Live Events, Sports
& On Demand
Titles. No Annual
Contract. No Com-
mitment. CALL 1-
844-246-2428

DISH NETWORK
$59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet,
$19.99 per month.
(where available.)
Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote.
FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices.
Call today! 1-855-
654-8207

DONATE YOUR
CAR TO UNITED
BREAST CAN-
CER FOUNDA-
TION! Your dona-
tion helps educa-
tion, prevention &
support programs.
FAST FREE
PICKUP - 24 HR
RESPONSE - TAX
DEDUCTION 1-
888-405-0326

DONATE YOUR
CAR TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERIT-
AGE FOR THE
BLIND. FREE 3
Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free
Towing. All Paper-
work Taken Care
Of. Call 1-844-605-
9298

DONATE YOUR
CAR, truck or van.
Help veterans find
jobs or start a busi-
ness. Call Patriotic
Hearts Foundation.
Fast, FREE pick-
up. Max tax-deduc-
tion. Operators are
standing by! Call 1-
866-934-5706

GENERAC
STANDBY GEN-
ERATORS provide
backup power dur-
ing utility power
outages, so your
home and family
stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare
now. Free 7-year
extended warranty
($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote
today! Call for addi-
tional terms and
conditions. 1-888-
718-6066

FLEXIBLE
HEALTHCARE
CAREER Training,
Medical Billing and
Coding Program.
Call Now For In-
formation: 1-866-
746-4143

ATTENTION:
AUTO INJURY
Victims. If you have
suffered a serious
injury in an auto ac-
cident, Call US!
Our attorneys have
the experience to
get you the full
compensation you
deserve! Call Now:
1-877-920-9734

GENERAC
STANDBY GEN-
ERATORS provide
backup power dur-
ing utility power
outages, so your
home and family
stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare
now. Free 7-year
extended warranty
($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote
today! Call for addi-
tional terms and
conditions. 1-888-
718-6066

ELIMINATE GUT-
TER CLEANING
forever with Leaf-
Filter, the most ad-
vanced debris
blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter
estimate today.
Call 1-866-846-
0785

HAVE 10K IN
Debt? Credit
Cards. Medical
Bills. Personal
Loans. Be Debt
Free in 24-48
Months. Call NA-
TIONAL DEBT RE-
LIEF! Know Your
Options. Get a
FREE debt relief
quote; Call 1-844-
290-9978

HIGH-SPEED IN-
TERNET. We in-
stantly compare
speed, pricing,
availability to find
the best service for
your needs. Start-
ing at $39.99 per
month! Quickly
compare offers
from top providers.
Call 1-844-222-
6843

HUGHESNET
SATELLITE IN-
TERNET - 25mbps
starting at $49.99
per month! Get
More Data FREE
Off-Peak Data.
FAST download
speeds. WiFi built
in! FREE Standard
Installation for
lease customers!
Limited Time, Call
1-844-811-7274

HUGHESNET - FI-
NALLY, SUPER-
fast internet no
matter where you
live. 25 Mbps just
$59.99 per month!
Unlimited Data is
Here. Stream
Video. Bundle TV &
Internet. Free In-
stallation. Call 1-
855-723-9424

HUGHESNET
SATELLITE IN-
TERNET 25mbps
starting at $49.99
per month! Get
More Data FREE
Off-Peak Data.
FAST download
speeds. Wi-Fi built
in! FREE Standard
Installation for
lease customers!
Limited Time, Call
1-844-253-8788

INVENTORS -
FREE INFORMA-
TION PACKAGE
have your product
idea developed af-
fordably by the Re-
search & Develop-
ment pros and
presented to manu-
facturers. Call 1-
855-408-2156 for a
Free Idea Starter
Guide. Submit your
idea for a free con-
sultation.

LIFE INSURANCE
UP to $15,000 of
GURANTEED Life
Insurance! No
Medical Exam or
Health Questions.
Cash to help pay
funeral and other fi-
nal expenses. Call
Physicians Life In-
surance Company
1-877-535-2381 or
\Y i S it
www.Life55plus.
info/louisiana

MOBILEHELP,
AMERICA'S
Premier Mobile
Medical Alert Sys-
tem. Whether
you're home or
away. For safety
and peace of mind.
NO LONG TERM
CONTRACTS!
Free Brochure! Call
Today! 1-855-411-
0949

NEED NEW
FLOORING? Call
Empire Today to
schedule a FREE
in-home estimate
on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call
Today! 1-844-275-
9869

ONE PRESS OF a
button sends help
FAST, 24/7! At
home on the go.
Mobile Pendant
with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with
subscription) Call
1-877-626-0996 for
a FREE Brochure.

PORTABLE OXY-
GEN CONCEN-
TRATOR May Be
Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim Inde-
pendence and mo-
bility with the com-
pact design and
long lasting battery
of Inogen One. For
a FREE informa-
tion kit call 1-855-
636-1667

PUT ON YOUR TV
Ears and hear TV
with unmatched
clarity. TV Ears Ori-
ginal were origin-
ally $129.95 - NOW
WITH THIS SPE-
CIAL OFFER are
only $59.95 with
code MCB59! Call
1-855-935-3524

RECENTLY DIA-
GNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER
and 60+ years old?
Call now! You and
your family may be
entitled to a SIGNI-
FICANT CASH
AWARD. Call 1-
888-290-0193
today. Free Con-
sultation. No Risk

SAVE BIG ON
HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare
20 A-Rated insur-
ance companies.
Get a quote within
minutes. Average
savings of $444 per
year! Call 1-877-
533-3917 (Monday-
Friday 8am-8pm
Central)

SAVE YOUR
HOME! Are you be-
hind paying your
MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan
Modification?
Threatened with
FORECLOSURE?
Call the Homeown-
er's Relief Line now
for HELP! 1-866-
470-1641

SECURE YOUR
HOME with Vivint
Smart Home tech-
nology. Call 1-888-
894-0402 to learn
how you can get a
professionally in-
stalled security sys-
tem with $0 activa-
tion

SELECTQUOTE IS
DEDICATED to
finding a Medicare
plan right for you
and your wallet.
Call 1-844-668-
3694 today and re-
ceive a free quote
from one of our
multiple carriers

STILL PAYING
TOO much for your
MEDICATION?
Save up to 90% on
RX refill! Order
today and receive
free shipping on 1st
order - prescription
required. Call 1-
855-978-2676

THE WEATHER IS
increasingly unpre-
dictable. Be pre-
pared for power
outages. FREE 7-
Year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your
FREE in-home as-
sessment today!
Call 1-888-718-
6060. Special Fin-
ancing for qualified
customers.

TIMESHARE CAN-
CELLATION EX-
PERTS Wesley
Financial Group,
LLC Over
$50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and
fees cancelled in
2019. Get free in-
formational pack-
age and learn how
to get rid of your
timeshare! Free
consultations. Over
450 positive re-
views. Call 1-855-
473-0818

TRAIN ONLINE
TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING. Become
a Medical Office
Professional online
at CTI! Get
Trained, Certified &
ready to work in
months. Call 1-866-
350-4447. (M-F
8am-6pm ET)

TWO GREAT NEW
offers from AT&T
Wireless! Ask how
to get the new
iPhone 11 or Next
Generation Sam-
sung Galaxy S10e
ON US with AT&T's
Buy one, Give One
offer. While sup-
plies last! CALL 1-
866-393-0713

VIASAT SATEL-
LITE INTERNET
Up to 12 mbps
Plans Starting at
$30 per month. Our
Fastest Speeds (up
to 50mbps) & Un-
limited Data Plans
start at $100 per
month. Call Viasat
today! 1-855-801-
0860

WE SHOP, YOU
SAVE on your
Medicare Supple-
ment Insurance!
Call 1-844-885-
9650 today to com-
pare Medicare be-
nefits and costs
from up to 20 top-
rated carriers. Re-
ceive the best op-
tion for you

WERE YOU AN
INDUSTRIAL or
CONSTRUCTION
TRADESMAN and
recently diagnosed
with LUNG CAN-
CER? You and
your family may be
entitled to a SIGNI-
FICANT CASH
AWARD. Call 1-
855-954-4792 for
your risk free con-
sultation
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Rosalind Mary Robertson weds Michael Benjamin Alexander

(This article is modeled
and written in the style of the
wedding announcement of
the bride’s grandparents pub-
lished in the Rayne Acadian-
Tribune in 1947.)

CROWLEY - One of the
most beautiful of recent No-
vember weddings was that
of Saturday afternoon, No-
vember 21, 2020, when Miss
Rosalind Mary Robertson,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Samuel Adams Robertson,
became the bride of Michael
Benjamin Alexander, son of
Mrs. Yvonne Ortego and Mr.
Michael Alexander. The cer-
emony was celebrated at St.
Michael the Archangel Catho-
lic Church in Crowley during
a one o’clock wedding nup-
tials.

The Very Rev. Andrew
Schumacher, associate pas-
tor of the Cathedral of St.
John the Evangelist, assisted
by the Very Rev. Msgr Richard
Greene, retired, and the Very
Rev. Patrick Broussard, pas-
tor of Sacred Heart in Church
Point, read the solemn mar-
riage vows which united the
lives of these two loved people
before a gathering of relatives
and close friends, joining to
share in the happy occasion
on that Saturday afternoon.

In preparation for the cer-
emony, the altar of St. Mi-
chael the Archangel Church
in Crowley was beautifully ar-
ranged with handsome can-
delabra of brightly burning
white tapers. Large floor stan-
dards on pedestals displayed
Playa Blanca roses, Mother of
Pearl roses, white hydrangea,
snapdragons, ruscus and sil-
ver dollar eucalyptus, flank-
ing the altar on either side.
White satin ties were placed
on the pews to simply mark
the path of the bridal party.

Strains of “Jesu, Joy of
Man’s Desiring” accompanied
the seating of the bride and
groom’s mothers with Linda
Kidd playing the organ, Lau-
ren Baker, Violin I, Stefka
Ileva, Violin 2, Molly Goforth,
Cello, along with vocalists
Jodi Bollich, Soprano and
Paul Baker, Tenor.

“Trumpet Voluntary” sig-

naled the entry of the brid-
al group, first to enter the
church being Mrs. Anne Elise
Robertson Doise, sister of the
bride and matron of the hon-
or. She was followed by Dr.
Elizabeth Bertucci Robertson,
sister-in-law of the bride and
matron of honor.

The maid of honor, Miss
Elisabeth Kathryn Teresa
Robertson, sister of the bride,
immediately preceded the
bride, along with the junior
bridesmaid, Miss Caroline
Cecile Alexander, daughter of
the groom. They were attired
in long blush pink gowns of
various shades of silk and
each with her chosen design.
Each carried satin ribbon tied
bouquets of white peonies,
Playa Blanca roses and silver
dollar eucalyptus.

The bride, who was given in
marriage by her father, chose
time honored bridal white for
her custom designed wedding
gown of rich matte satin in its
full beauty and softness used
in the fitted waist and deep,
full skirt falling into a graceful
cathedral length train from
a belted waistline. A simple,
long sleeved bolero etched in
lace appliques elegantly fin-
ished the strapless bodice.
Her full-length veil of illusion
was edged with lace appliques
and featured a blusher for
the bride’s entrance into the
church.

As her only jewelry, the
bride wore earrings that
once belonged to her grand-
mother, the late Thelma He-
bert Moody. She also wore
her grandmother’s ring as her
something blue, along with
a beautifully monogrammed
piece with wedding date ap-
pliqued at the hem, a gift of
a longtime family friend. She
carried an exquisite bou-
quet, a nosegay arrangement
planned around white peo-
nies and hydrangeas tied by
satin ribbon.

All the men of the wedding
party, who wore traditional
black tuxedos with bouton-
nieres of white stephanotis,
included the groom being at-
tended by his son, Jackson
Ben Alexander, as best man,
Samuel Andrew Moody Rob-

ertson, brother of the bride,
and Michael Joseph Doaise,
brother-in- law of the bride.

Ringbearers included
Samuel Everett Robertson,
Charles Dennis Doise, Brit-
ton Marshall Robertson and
James Barret Robertson, all
nephews of the bride. They
were attired in white collared
shirts, khaki pants and Loui-
siana-themed bow ties.

Throughout the Nuptial
Mass, the vocalists and musi-
cians assisted with renditions
of beautiful music of the Mass
of Christ Savior by D. Schutte.
Readings were offered by the
bride’s godmother, Valerie
Moody Hensgens, and the
groom’s godfather, John Ed-
ward Ortego. Samuel Andrew
Moody Robertson offered the
responsorial psalm.

Lifelong friends of the bride
Olivia Bordelon Michel, Na-
talie Domino Person, Cather-
ine Russo Hales, and cousin
of the bride, Valerie Hensgens
Lyons, presented the gifts, ac-
companied by “O God Beyond
All Praising” by M. Perry.

The Communion hymn
was “Panis Angelicus” by C.
Franck and the presentation
to the Blessed Virgin Mary
was accompanied by “J’irai la
Voir un Jour “ by Fr. P Janin
in memory of the bride’s ma-
ternal grandmother.

The bridal party recessed
to strains of Handel’s “La Re-
jouissance”. As they exited
through the church doors,
they were surprised by cous-
ins and other family members
with showers of rose petals.

The bride’s parents then
greeted guests at the Opera
House in Crowley for the wed-
ding reception and celebra-
tion. Mrs. Robertson was at-
tired in a simple, ankle length
sage green silk suit accented
by a simple strand of pearls.
The groom’s mother selected
a lovely shade of autumn bur-
gundy ankle length suit with
delicate jewel accents. Each
carried tussy mussy silver
nosegay holders of the wed-
ding flowers.

Throughout the Opera
House, the bridal theme of
white was followed in the
decorative plan with graceful

Upecoming events

April 8
The Acadia Parish Tourist
Commission will meet at the
Tourist Information Office, 401
Tower Road in Crowley.

April 9

The Acadia Parish Cham-
ber of Commerce will host the
2021 Legislative Breakfast at
the Crowley Town Club where
guests can be informed of the
progress at the state level for
the upcoming Legislative ses-
sion. Tickets are $10 each.

April 10

The 2021 Rice City Classic
Car and Antique Tractor Show
will be held in downtown Crow-
ley on historic Parkerson Ave-
nue. New to the event this year
will be a Jambalaya Cooking
Contest. For more information,
contact Mike Libby at (337)
458-0682; Corey Faulk at (337)
458-0775; or Hoffpauir at (337)
783-0824 ext. 301.

The 1st Annual Two-Man
Easter Golf Scramble will be
held at Cajun Pine Golf Club in
Branch between the hours of 9

a.m. and 2 p.m.

April 12

The Rayne City Council will
hold its monthly City Council
meeting at 6 p.m. at the Council
chambers at City Hall. COVID
safety precautions will be ob-
served including face masks
and social distancing.

April 18

Notre Dame High School of
Acadia Parish will host “Proj-
ect Graduation” at the ND Ag
Building on the school cam-
pus between 10:30 a.m. and 1
p-m. Jambalaya dinner tickets
are $10 each and will include
a delicious plate of jambalaya,
green beans and bread.

April 19
The program for seniors,
“Food For Seniors,” will contin-
ue at the Southside Commu-
nity Center between the hours
of 7-10 a.m. For info, call 334-
4848.

April 24
Sportsmen are invited to
participate in the 2021 Skeet

Shoot Fundraiser for Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Catholic Church. The fun event
will be held at Ed’s Sporting
Goods & Shooting Clays Range,
21325 Chestnut Road, Kaplan,
LA 70548.

May 16
The Hearts and Heels 3rd
Annual Fashion Show will be
held at the Opera House in
Crowley by Hearts and Heels.
Tickets are available at givebut-
ter.com.

June 13
The 5th Annual Red, White
and Blue Cuties Pageant will be
held at the Duson Community
Center in Duson hosted by Zo-
Zo’s Pageants.

June 26
Mark your calendars for the
3rd Annual Rayne High Boost-
er Club “Football 3-Man” Golf
Scramble to be held at Bayou
Bend Country Club in Crowley.
The shotgun start is 8 a.m. with
lunch to be provided after the
round. Door prizes and drinks

will also be provided.
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Mrs. Michael Benjamin Alexander

arrangements of peonies, hy-
drangeas and roses placed on
each white damask covered
table. The bridal party’s table
was centered with a family
etagere filled with the wed-
ding flowers. Noted above was
one of the architectural Opera
House lanterns also adorned
with wedding flowers. White
linen monogrammed napkins
completed the table where a
five-course seated luncheon
was served.

The bride and groom en-
tered the reception amidst the
sounds of “All Your’n” by Tyler
Childers for their first dance.
The bride and her father then
shared a dance to “Rocky
Top”, the University of Ten-
nessee Fight Song, that they
share as Tennessee alums.

Throughout the Opera
House, the bridal theme of
white was followed in the dec-
orative plan, with graceful ar-
rangements of white peonies,
hydrangeas and roses noted.
After a period of congratu-
lations and best wishes to
the happy young couple, the
guests were invited into the
dining area for seating. Over-
laid with a rich damask lin-
en table covering, the bride’s
wedding cake table featured a
large, tiered cake as the cen-
tral decorative point. Placed
at the center of the table, the
cake was iced in tiered con-
fection with olive leaf garland
ornamentation for each lay-
er and topped with a silver
bowl filled with white wedding
flowers.

In addition, the wedding par-
ty shared a toast with the newly
weds who used silver goblets
that have been in the bride’s
family for five generations.

Following the bridal cus-
tom through the years, the
bride and groom cut the first
piece of cake after which Mrs.
Valerie Moody Hensgens of
Crowley and Mrs. Victoria
Moody Valicevic of Lafayette,
godmothers of the bride, over-
saw the cake service.

A second table featured
the groom’s traditional choc-
olate cake iced with chocolate
ganache, which was likewise

shared first with the newly-
weds then served for guests.

Another point of interest
was the display of bride dolls
commissioned by the bride’s
maternal grandmother, the
late Thelma Hebert Moody,
of her six daughters in like-
ness of their wedding gowns
and veils. The display includ-
ed one of Mrs. Moody in her
wedding gown from 1947.
Wedding flowers completed
the display.

The bride is the grand-
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Braxton Isham Moody III, her
grandmother the former Thel-
ma Theresa Hebert Moody,
now deceased. She is also the
granddaughter of Mrs. Joe
Lyle Jr., the former Margaret
Elizabeth Adams, and the late
Charles Wallace Robertson
Sr. of Chattanooga, Tennes-
see.

The groom is the grandson
of the late Mr. and Mrs. Doug-
las Ortego.

The bride’s eight aunts
and uncles, along with their
spouses, joined in the Nup-
tial Mass, as did the groom’s
six aunts and his uncle with
their spouses.

After dancing and cele-
brating, the newly wedded
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander led a
Second Line out to the front
of the Opera House. They left
amid showers of rose petals
and best wishes from their
family and friends for a wed-
ding trip to the Grand Hotel in
Point Clear, Alabama.

Mrs. Alexander is a gradu-
ate of St. Thomas More High
School in Lafayette, received a
Bachelor of Arts degree from
Baylor University in Texas
and a Master of Science de-
gree from the University of
Tennessee.

Mr. Alexander is a grad-
uate of Sacred Heart High
School in Ville Platte, attained
a Bachelor of Science and a
Bachelor of Civil Law from
Louisiana State University, as
well as Juris Doctor from the
Paul M. Hebert Law Center at
LSU.

They are at home in Lafay-
ette.

YBTAL ROOREG VPR

388 Hwy.13
Eunice,LA 70535
(337) 546-6000
Fax (337) 546-6016

Metal Buildings

Free Estimates

=
()
(L)
[
™=
=
=
)
]
-
=
d
(-]
(1)
=]
=
=
=
=
-
=
(7]
()
=
()
=
-9
]
=
=
(7]
(L]
=
-
™
[’
-
-
]
-]
()
H
]
]
(7]

260 GUILLORY DRIVE, CROWLEY 3 bedroom, 2 bath.
1225 CROWLEY RAYNE HIGHWAY, CROWLEY

3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath.

504 E 2ND STREET, CROWLEY 3 bedroom, 2 bath.

811 S POLK STREET, RAYNE 3 bedroom, 2 bath.

808 S CUNNINGHAM STREET, RAYNE
1 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath.

236 PIONEER LANE, RAYNE 4 bedroom, 2 baths.
318 BUNKER HILL ROAD, RAYNE 3 bedroom, 2 bath.

$279,999

$145,000
$175,000
$162,000

A

$129,500
$350,000
$94,500

2595 HERITAGE ROAD, RAYNE 2.32 acres.

$38,000

COMMERCIAL BLDG 102 1ST STREET, DUSON for lease.

Lake Cove Subdivision Large lots. Public water. Near Roberts
Several lots from $28,700

Cove, 6 acre stocked pond.

$3,300

B

308 North Adams ¢ Rayne

334-3235

Marianne Dupuis - Scott Dupuis
Jason Gossen « Brandon Stutes
Amy Gossen @
Fred Gossen, Broker

......

The helpful place

Ph. 337-393-2095

1403 The Boulevard, Rayne, LA
Mon. - Fri. 7 am - 5:30 pm ¢ Sat. 7 am - 3 pm

Garden Soil, Potting Soil, Mulich,
Bedding Rocks and Bird Seed
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