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From August 1st through September
25th bring in any of your old, worn

out bulls and receive payment
with no shrink or commission that

day, along with a $250 Spur Ranch
voucher per bull.
The Voucher can be redeemed at our

Fall Production Sale for the purchase
of a new bull.

www.spurranch.com
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Fair Market \'alue Lease Program Period: July 1, 2017 through September 30, 2017 K Leasing program &t any time wihout pras nobce. Payments abave based on configurabion shown &nd may be different il configuration es &re needed. Fair Market
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Sold Exclusively by Big v Feeds Dealers

Game Chicken Feed

@ Red Rooster - Breeder/Developer
?AMP @ Black Rooster - Maintenance
B N & Conditioner
— e & 60-40
@ CHICKEN FEED & Ultimate

Find us on =
B 3 Facebook www.bigvfeeds.com

NAMDIHD HINVD @

Sagiot. it Elite Equine Nutrition

Running Horse’'matches the correct feed to the right stage of
your horses’ activity level. Breeding, competition, pleasure
or retirement, we've got the balanced nutrition necessary to
help keep your horse in the best shape possible. If you've
never used Running Horse, now is the time to try it.

Running Horse Feeds

Trail Mix
Cut n’ Slide
Senior
Mare & Foal

Running Horse Treats

Carrots & Spice
Alfalfa Mint
Apple Cinnamon
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FOUF SGGSOHS, One Daq

ello OKFR readers, and welcome to the

H September issue of the Oklahoma Farm &

Ranch magazine. As an Oklahomanative, |

am used to the unpredictable nature of our weather
system.

On the first day of August, I walked into the lo-
cal coffee shop for a little pick-me-up on a rainy
day. After | ordered my coffee, the lady asked if |
was from here and followed my reply with telling
me she was from California. She then asked if the
weather was always this unpredictable, which all
Oklahoma-natives know the Sooner State can have
all four seasonsin one day. Aswe embark on my favorite season, | can only hope a
few of the other seasons do not make an appearance.

In this first fall issue, we discuss the 2016-2017 Oklahoma State University wheat
variety trials. Thesetrials provideimportant information for wheat producersinclud-
ing disease/insect resistance, drought tolerance and forage capability. Learn morein
“2016-2017 Wheat Trials” in the Farm & Ranch section

Following last month’s article on osteochondritis dissecans in horses, Lauren
Lamb, DVM, analyzes subchondral bone cysts. Whilethe cause of subchondral cysts
may not be completely understood, they are abone devel opment disease. L earn about
the prognosis for a horse with this bone disease in “Subchondral Bone Cyst” in the
Equine section.

Thismonth | had the pleasure of visiting with an Oklahoma rancher in northeast
Oklahoma. With the mentality of “The harder you work, the luckier you’ll get,” Mike
Armitage of A Bar Ranch hasmadeit hismission to adapt to the ever-changing world
of agriculturewhile preserving cowboy traditions. The Armitagesarethethird owners
of the sprawling four-division ranch throughout nine Oklahoma counties. Read how
Armitage went from ranch manager to ranch owner in “A Bar Above.”

In the latest article of “Life of a Ranch Wife,” Lanna Mills discusses food prepa-
ration for the working cowboy. Meals for the working cowboy, especially during
gatherings, can take hours of preparation. Learn more about this tradition in the
Lifestyle section.

Astheleaves begin to change, visit one of the many Oklahoma State Parks. This
month, read about a state park located in southeastern Oklahoma known for their
many cabins and fishing opportunities. Learn more in “Oklahoma State Parks: Hugo
Lake State Park.”

If you have an event, photo or topic idea that you would like to see in Oklahoma
Farm & Ranch, email editor@okfronline.com. Keep up with new OKFR updates on
our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages. For more information or subscription
information, visit our website www.OKFRonline.com.

Until next month,

ON THE COVER

On the rolling bluegrass prairie, Mike Armitage has made a successful career
in livestock production while staying true to his traditions. The A Bar Ranch
near Claremore, Okla., has had three owners—the Ruckers, the McGuirks
and the Armitages. After graduating from Oklahoma State University, Armit-
age landed a position as a ranch manager at McGuirk’s Hereford Ranch, later
purchasing the land from the McGuirk family. Today, he and his wife Martha
operate the 45,000-acre ranch. (Photo by Laci Jones)
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=% 2 °* Feeding America’s livestock
® since 1979
* Flat conveyor chain won't
breakup cubes
* Adjustable flow gate - Feed
. from 2-8 Ibs per pile or steady
E trail, whichever you choose.
j == n e * Counter inside truck counts
g feed
* Heavy duty steel construction

Trip Hopper
Range Cattle Feeder
Constant speed,
constant duty motor,
Chain and sprocket drive

Worlds Best as tested by
ranchers, ask anybody!

Dealer Inquiries Welcome
Jermyn, TX 76459
940.342.2005 » www.tsfeeders.com
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1309 SOUTH AGNEW * 1ST LIGHT SOUTH OF |-40
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OPEN 6AM EVERY DAY
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“Proudly Serving Rural America”
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Overhead Bins
20-35 tons
Feed Trailers
Pasture Sprayers
Hay Trailers

Color options and
custom vinyl decals

your needs, any size or design.

available on all equipment
Call and speak with one of our knowledgable associates today!
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Get a FREE estimate '
Call 877 USA BARN today! l’&i&

ol | COALGATE, OK  800-807-0012

\-’\-’\-\-’W.[ISABARN.COI\-'I Overhead Feed Bins | Hay Trailers | Feed Trailers

SOV BTV

o TOGROMAYOUR STOCKESS
S“‘" MOLASSES TUBS

+« HIGHEST STANDARDS IN QUALITY & CONSISTENCY
« FORTIFIED WITH ESSENTIAL NUTRIENTS

HUDSON L[VESTOCK SUPPLEMENTS » HIGH ENERGY, HIGH DIGESTIBILITY

« NO WASTE WEATHER RESISTANT
INCORPORATED - ECONOMICAL TO FEED
It’s in the tub. « FOR ALL TYPES OF LIVESTOCK

8150 Thompson Road - Miles, Texas 76861

325-659-3992 - 1-800-750-9608 | hudsonlivestock.com
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SOCIALIZING

FACEBOOK WALL

Oklahoma Farm & Ranch

3:00pm -

Dr. Fred Rule discusses why he loves western Oklahoma, and we couldn't
agree more! Visit www OKFRonline.com for more #0KFR exclusive content
#August

A Shars

i Like W Comment

QD Laci Jones and 80 others Chronologica!

83 shares

\iew 1 more comment

ODOVI'S

DIRT WORKS

Fence & Right-of-Way Brush Clearing & Mulching
(Mulching Eliminates Hauhng or Burmng)

TWITTER FEED

OKFR Magazine 20KFRMagazine - Jul 31 v
We are plaased to introduce the #August issue featuring Dr. Fred Rule. He

spent more than 50 yaars as vetin OK.

NWRITTEN RULES
OF A VETERINARIAN

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

Buck Plot Booster will give your
food plot the upper hand for deer
attraction and nutrition.

Find vour local dealer ar mbsseed.com

MBS SEED

Denton, Texas * 940-387-2701 « www.mbsseed.com
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BOVINE RESPIRXTORY

Isease

omp‘ex

By Barry Whitworth, DVM

Bovine respiratory disease develops as a result of interaction between environmental factors and pathogens. (Photo by Laci Jones)

ovine respiratory dis-
B ease complex (BRDC) or

syndrome (BRDS), com-
monly referred to as pneumonia
or “shipping fever,” is a multifac-
torial disease primarily affecting
young cattle.

According to W. Mark Hilton,
DVM with Elanco Animal Health,
BRD isthe number one disease of
stocker, backgrounder, and feedl ot
céttle.

The USDA National Animal
Health Monitoring System indi-
cates that it is the most common
illnessin cattle placed in feedlots,
and the incidence has increased
from 10.3 percent in 1994 to 16.2
percent in 2011.

With more cow-calf producers
asked to wean and/or precondition

10 | SEPTEMBER 2017

their calves before selling them,
areview of the disease might be
helpful.

BRD developsasaresult of in-
teraction between environmental
factors and pathogens.

Environmental factors such as
parasites, dust, weather, weaning,
castration, dehorning, crowd-
ing, transportation, poor ventila-
tion, and commingling stress the
calves immune systems.

Compromising the immune
system allows viral and bacterial
pathogens to invade the respira-
tory system.

Viruses such as Infectious
Bovine Rhinotracheitis (IBR),
Bovine Viral Diarrhea (BVD),
Parainfluenza Type-3 (PI3), and
Bovine Respiratory Synctial Virus

(BRSV) can decrease the bodies’
defense mechanismsby physically
damaging the respiratory tract or,
in the case of BVD, comprising
the immune system. The com-
bination of these factors allows
for the seeding of bacteria into
the lungs.

Common bacteria involved
in BRD are Mannheimia heamo-
Iytica, Pasteurella multocida, His-
tophilus somni, and Mycoplasma
Species.

At some point in this process,
the body has an immune reaction
to combat the disease. Thisisthe
timewhenclinical signsof disease
begin to be seen.

Typical clinical signsarefever,
coughing, ocular discharge, nasal
discharge, breathing difficulties,

reluctanceto eat, and reluctanceto
move. These signs maybe difficult
to observeinthe early stage of the
illness but normally become more
severe as the disease progresses.

If the disease is diagnosed
early, then treatment with most
antibiotics will be successful.
However, a delay in diagnosis
and treatment will result in more
complications and failures.

Dee Griffin, DVM, MS, West
Texas A&M University, uses the
acronym DART to teach produc-
ers how to detect the early signs
of pneumonia.

DART stands for depression,
appetite, respiration, and tem-
perature.

Normal cattlearealert and stay
with the group. Mildly depressed

OKFR®&



cattle have droopy ears and head
but are easily stimulated. Moder-
ate depressed cattle have droopy
earsand head, act listless, and are
sore. Severely depressed cattleare
weak and close to dying. Cattle
should have aggressive eating be-
havior. Cattle that are reluctant to
eat areill. Respiration rate should
be 10to 30 breaths per minute. No
noise should be heard on inspira-
tion or expiration. Open mouth
breathing is abnormal.

Cattle temperature needs to be
taken in the morning. A tempera-
ture above 103.5 degrees Fahren-
heit isabnormal. The key to early
detectionisknowing normal cattle
behavior and recognizing the first
hint of abnormal signs.

Treatment of BRD normally
involves the use of an antibiotic
and sometimes other medications
such as nonsteroidal anti-inflam-
matories, vitamins, and minerals.
A proper veterinary-client-patient
relationship (VCPR) is required
for the purchase of prescription
medication so agood relationship
with aveterinarian is essential .

Preventing BRD ismuch better
than treating the illness. A good
prevention program includes
proper cow management, vac-
cinations, biosecurity and a low
stress environment. Prevention
starts with making sure that the
cow is in good condition before
and after calving.

Cows that are in good body
condition, that are on agood nutri-
tion program and that have been
properly vaccinated should have
high quality colostrum. Calves
that do not get enough colostrum
at birth are more likely to have
problemswithillness early in life
as well as when they get to the
feedlot.

A successful vaccination pro-
gram to prevent BRD requires
using proper vaccines and using
them at the proper time. A vaccine
that includes the common patho-
gens (IBR, BVD, PI3, BRSV,
M. heamolytica, P. multocida)
involved in BRD is essential. If
the vaccine is given at the wrong

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

time, the calf may not have a
proper immune response and not
be protected. Producers should
contact their veterinarianto design
a vaccination schedule for their
operation.

Proper sanitation and keeping
a closed herd will limit exposing
calves to infectious agents. This
includes making sure that feed
bunks and water troughs are kept
clean.

Equipment used in treatment or
surgery should be disinfected after
each use, and any purchased cattle
need to be quarantined for 30 days
before entering the herd. Also, it
would be a good idea to test new
herd additionsfor persistent infec-
tion of BVD.

Reducing stress will increase
performance and reduce sickness
in cattle. It is less stressful when
procedures like castration and
dehorning are performed by 60
days of age.

Fence line weaning is also
less stressful on calves. Thistype
of weaning will increase weight
gains and reduce sickness. Using
low stress tactics for handling
livestock will also improve cattle
performance.

Bovinerespiratory diseasewill
continue to be a major problem
in the cattle industry. Thisiswhy
education and proper management
will help to reduce the incidence
of BRD and itsloses.

Resources:

USDA 2010. Beef 2007-08,
Prevalence and Control of Bovine
Viral Diarrhea Virus on U.S.
Cow-calf Operations, 2007-08

T.E. Wittum and L.J. Peri-
no, “ Passive Immune Status at
Postpartum Hour 24 and Long-
Term Health and Performance
of Calves,” American Journal of
Veterinary Research, 56(9) 1995;
pp. 1149-1154

SL. Boyles, SC. Loerch and
G.D. Lowe, “ Effects of Weaning
Management Strategies on Per-
formance and Health of Calves
during Feedlot Receiving,” The
Professional Animal Scientist,
23:637 @&

Parker Ranch Fall Production Sale
Monday, Oct. 9, 2017 « Noon

nch, ENE of Waurika, OK

Selling 120 Registered & Commercial Angus Bulls:
45 Registered Angus Bred Heifers « 47 Commercial Angus Bred Heifers

Sires Represented: All In » Weigh Up « Top Hand » Composure
Rampage * Prophet » Comrade * Tour of Duty » Black Granite
Payweight « Butkus and grandsons of Ten X.

All registered bulls and heifers are parent verified
and sell with genomically enhanced EPDs.
Bulls grown in large pastures to ensure good feet,

d longevity.
g ng ration, not a hot ration.
Ready to turn out.

Developed on ¢

For Sale Book: Call or text Karen Parker 580-313-0249
or email parkerangusranch@gmail.com
Sale information: Contact Eddie Parker at 580-313-0248

For information, contact:

Parker Angus Ranch

Eddie & Karen Parker » Casey and Ruslyn Ramsey
and the bosses: Cody and Caitlyn Ramsey
17114 E. 1940 Rd. » Waurika, OK 73573
Eddie’s cell: 580-313-0248 « Karen: 580-313-0249

parkerangusranch@gmail.com

Sale live on the internet by Superior Productions,

" 800-431-4452
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SUPPER AT ¢ 9stend

nny things happen in a person’s life-
F[Jime. One of the funny thingsthat | can
remember happened severa years ago.

We were hauling grain and hay out of
Nebraska because it was so dry here in Okla-
homa.

| had a friend named Gene Bloomer, who
owned a ranch north of Griever Canyon in
Major County. He had a bunch of steers and
thought the market might be better at Grand
Island, Neb., than it wasin Oklahoma, because
they had plenty of feed in that area.

Hethought if he had away of getting those
steers to Grand Island to the sale barn that
they would probably bring him more money.
He approached me and asked, "Would you
guyswant to haul those steersto Grand Island,
Neb.?' We had three trucks, and | said, "We
could probably haul them for you."

We had a hand named Iman Widner, who
had worked for us a long time ago, and a kid
named Gene Anson. They were great guys but
never traveled much. Anson had worked for
us al of his life, and Widner had been here
along time. They were not used to going to
high-priced restaurants and eating. They ate
bologna sandwiches usually, or hamburgers
if they went into a restaurant. Y ou did not go
to restaurants too often then.

| told Gene that we would haul his cattle
to Grand Island for him. We loaded them
about 4 am. north of Griever Canyon in our
three trucks. It took us al day to get to Grand
Island, and it was late evening when finally,
we unloaded the cattle.

Nothing would do, Gene Bloomer wanted
to take us out for supper, along with hiswife.
Hedid not give ustimeto clean up or anything,
and he told us where to meet him. He was in
his Cadillac and had hissuit and tieon, and his
wifewasall dressed up. Hesaid, "I’ [l meet you
at the so-and-so hotel at acertaintime,” which
wasn't very long.

We unloaded the cattle, got into one of the
trucks and went downtown Grand Island and
found the hotel. Wewent in, and it wasaplush
place. | do not know why in theworld he ever

12 | SEPTEMBER 2017

By Ralph Chain

A,

courtesy of Chain Ranch)

went in to that hotel with us guyslooking like
we did. We had cow manure all over us, and
wesmelled just likeacow. Wehad our cowboy
hats and boots on.

Wewent into the hotel and he had atable set
up for us. He and hiswife, who were sitting at
the table, motioned to us. There weren't alot
of peopleinthedining room. Therewerelinens
on the table and nice silverware. | remember
whenwewalkedin, thereweretwo older ladies
sitting there. They turned around and looked at
us (they could smell us, too) and they got up
and moved over to another table farther away
when we came in and sat down. One of them
had an eye pieceon, I'll alwaysremember that.
They were really well dressed.

It was sort of a French restaurant or Italian.
The menu was different, | could hardly read
it. | knew what was going to happen because
Anson and Widner couldn’t read it at all.

The very first thing the waitress did was
came over to Widner and said, "What will
you have, sir?' He began to squirm and kept
looking at this menu, and | got tickled. | had
my menu in front of my face.

He began to shuffle his feet and squirm
in his chair. He cleared his throat and kept

The cowboys at Chain Ranch eren't used to the “fancy fare” at Grand Island, Neb. (Photo

looking at the menu and said, "Do you have
hamburger steak?" She said, "Yes, we can fix
you ahamburger steak." Shethen asked, "What
kind of salad dressingwould youlike, sir?' He
cleared histhroat because he didn’t know what
she was talking about.

"We have Thousand Island, French, and we
have House,” she said. He said, "Oh, I think
France."

Then she asked, "Would you like hash
browns or candied yams?' He was used to
fried potatoes or sweet potatoes. Hesaid, "Oh, |
guess!’ll just take some hash." Hedidn’t know
what she was talking about.

Then sheasked, "Sir, would you liketomato
juiceor barley soup?' After clearing histhroat,
hesaid, "l guess|’ll havethe garlic soup." He
thought she had said garlic soup. | was just
about to bust.

She came up to Anson’s side and asked,
"What will you have, sir?' Gene cleared his
throat, shuffled his feet, and looked at the menu
and said, "Hell, | don’t know. Just bring me
something to eat."

| had just taken a big drink of water, and
| just busted out and spewed water over the
table. &

OKFR®&



1524 E. Choctaw Avenue, Chickasha, 0K

E Boh Lowe Inc.

Oklahoma's premier Case IH dealer
of tractors and implements

105-224-6500 * lowefarm.com

il °“L“N’S STO

Since 1950

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

Damian Hellman | 119 S. Main, Muenster | 940-159-2241
Jeff Hellman | 1211 N. Dixon, Gainesville | 940-655-2121

Custom Feed Mixes ¢ Cubes ¢ Seeds  Chemicals
Animal Heaith e Fertilizer
Gustom Spreading- Dry & Liquid Fertilizers

Affiliated with Tony's Seed & Feed

~1IGOLD CROSS

Goat & Sheep Feed

H[I AND NATURALS

PRE AIUM NON-GMO LIVESTOCK FEEDS

Py b o Bani

MUENSTER & GAINESVILLE
www.tonysseedandfeed.com
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MOBILE STORAGE CONTAINERS

CONTAINERS
FOR SALE

New & Used, 20’, 40’ & 40’ HC

Locally Family
Owned

Many t' “
choose from ity
Free local delivery from 3 locations
Tulsa 918-379-4339
Joplin 417-553-0767

OKC 405-842-8300

' ulpﬁu

“ &-"Horqe S'ale Every Olher Mond‘ay
: de’cﬁ 4:30 » Horses at 6:30

Day of Sale, :
Unloading
opens at

9am - Sunday

Call Sale Barn
For Early

Consignment

2017 SALE DATES

August 28
September 11, 25
October 9, 23
November 6, 20
December 4, 18

T

Find us on:

facebook. ¥

Waurika Livestock
Commlsnon Company i U

% 580-228- 2353 * e : -
Cattle Sale EVERY Tuesday * 9 a.m. ' -
~ Cattle Commission: $15 per head

Bulls over 900 Ibs.: $30 per head

Available 24/7 to receive cattle

Consign cattle EARLY for advertising purposes
For more information contact ;
George & Jo Williams, Owners
Ml‘k?e Petit, Livestock Manager * 940-631-6003
; ,ﬁnfta Martin, Office Manager
203 S. Hwy. 81, Waurika, OK 73573

2 '-“. j- -~ www.waurikalivestock.com
L ToIlFreeMarket Report: 866-580-2353

Expel't Markctmg Wltll Intcgrlty ;
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2016-2017 Wheat "T'rials

By Everett Brazil, 11l

klahoma State University
mall grains scientists
perform much research

on new and experimental grain
varieties across the state each
year, taking advantage of research
stations as well as cooperating
with producers on private fields.
The results of the research are
published after the season ends,
and they recently announced the
2016-2017 Oklahoma Wheat
Variety Performance Tests book
inJuly.

In the trials, OSU researchers
have identified the top varieties
for each region of the state for the
season. Out of six regions, four
were on research stations, with
further help from area producers.
The regions include Southwest,
Central, North Central, Northwest,
Panhandle and East. All varieties
were selected based on yield.

Much of the state experienced
disease pressure during the sea-
son, and the research trials gave
the scientists a look at resistance
levelsin the varieties.

The Southwest Oklahoma
research was performed at the
Southwest Research and Exten-
sion Center, Altus, Okla., with
private assistance in Apache and
Walters, Okla. The top varieties
identified were Joe, WB-Grain-
field, Duster, Winterhawk and
LCS Chrome.

Producers in the area battled
several diseases as well as an
outbreak of Hessian fly.

“This past year therewas quite
a bit of leaf rust, and there was
stripe rust, as well,” said David
Marburger, OSU Small Grains
Extension specialist, Stillwater,
Okla. “A number of producers
were also battling wheat streak
mosaic.”

Several varieties seemed to
stand out above the rest, he said.

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

“Joe looks to be a very good
variety overdll. Duster hasHessian
fly resistance, and the Hessian fly
was being found in varieties sus-
ceptible to Hessian fly,” he said.

The Northwest region did not
use aresearch station, but did use
growers’ fields in Buffalo, Alva
and Cherokee, Okla. Top variet-
ies were WB-Grainfield, Double
Stop CL Plus, Joe, LCS Chrome
and Iba.

Insect and disease pressures
were relatively low.

“There wasn't aton of disease
overall. There was a little bit of
leaf rust,” he said. “I wasn’t seeing
awhole lot of widespread insect
issues in that area. We may have
had some mite injury in January,
just due to dry conditions at the
time.”

Moisture seemed to play the
biggest role in the season. There
wasalack of rain during planting,
but producers could recuperate
much of it during the winter.

“Despite being a rough start,
the wheat germinated in the win-
ter, and we still actually had pretty
good yields, overall, despite the
start,” he said.

Research in the Central part
of the state was performed at the
South Central Research Station,
Chickasha, Okla., and received
help from producers in Union
City, Kingfisher and Thomas.
The best varieties were WB4269,
TAM 114, Smith’s Gold, Duster
and Gallagher. Smith’s Gold,
Duster and Gallagher led at the
research locations.

“Asfar asdiseases go, of those
locations, we only had a signifi-
cant amount of disease at Chick-
asha, but it was primarily leaf rust
with a low amount of stripe rust,”
he added. “We did see a little bit
of barley yellow dwarf.”

North Central research was

e . Ay il iy || A

photo)

performed at the North Central
Research Station, Lahoma, Okla.,
with cooperation from produc-
ers in Homestead, Kildare and
Marshall, Okla. The top varieties
were Joe, WB4269, SY Monu-
ment, Doublestop CL Plus, LCS
Chrome, WB-Grainfield.

“Overdl, there was a little bit
[of disease pressure], but it was
primarily leaf rust,” Marburger ex-
plained. “Wedid have somethings
going on in our Kingfisher location
that wedidn't have at other places.
In Kingfisher, we had a Hessian fly
infestation and fusarium foot rot.
These two issues were localized
to the Kingfisher area.”

The Panhandle research oc-
curred at the OklahomaPanhandle
Research and Extension Center,
Goodwell, Okla., with help from
producers in Balko, Okla. Top
tested varieties were Zenda, Joe,
Winterhawk, WB-Grainfield,
Lonerider and T158.

No insect pressure was re-
ported and only a small amount
of leaf rust.

It waswheat streak mosai ¢ that
wasthe most problematic, coupled
with water problem. The spring
blizzard was a worry as they ap-

. . . s /i U 10 74 .
The top wheat varieties were selected based on yield. (Courtesy

proached harvest, but damage was
minimal.

“Overall, we didn’t have as
much damage as we expected.
It also wasn't as severe as areas
that were hit in Western Kansas,”
he said.

Eastern arearesearch was per-
formed solely in Afton, Okla,, and
the best varietieswere determined
to be SY Benefit, Ruby Lee, WB-
Cedar, Lonerider and SY Flint.

“1f wego east of 1-35, wedon't
have a lot of trials,” Marburger
said.

Fusarium head blight was the
largest problem, he said, but indi-
cated Everest is one variety that
shows resistance. Zenda and SY
Benefit also show resistance

“Everest is probably the most
popular variety in Northeast Okla-
homa because of the head scab
issue,” he said. “Any new variety
that iscoming through the pipeline
and looking at resistance gets
compared to Everest.”

The 2016-2017 Oklahoma
Wheat V ariety Performance Tests
book can be found online at the
OSU Small Grains Extension
Web site by visiting www.wheat.
okstate.edu. @@,
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OLAP

Oklahoma Land Access Program set to begin on Sept. 1

klahoma landowners
ill get the opportunity
to enter a new program

administered by the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife Conserva-
tion. The Oklahoma Land Access
Program is set to open on Sept.
1, 2017.

The program provides flexibil-
ity for farmersand rancherswhile
conserving the owner’s land.
According to OLAP, ideal prop-
erties include the Conservation
Reserve Program-enrolled grass-
land, native rangeland, weedy
crop stubble, forests, riparian cor-
ridors, wetland areasand wildlife-
friendly field buffers.

“Conservation will ultimately
boil downto rewarding the private
landowner who conserves the
public interest,” American conser-
vationist Aldo Leopold said.

OLAP is funded by a $2.26
million grant from the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture as a
part of the 2014 Farm Bill. The
program is modeled after similar
programs of the VVoluntary Public
Access — Habitat Incentive Pro-
gram in Kansas, Missouri and
South Dakota. Many Oklahoma
pheasant hunters have visited
VIP-HIP areasin these states and
are successful, said Jeff Tibbits,
Oklahoma Wildlife Department
of Wildlife Conservation wildlife
biologist.

“I’m very proud that our state
has this program to provide these
opportunities for sportspersons,”
Tibbits added.

Participating landowners will
receive financial incentives for
public access—$2 to $15 per acre
annually—based on the types of
lease activity, enrolled acres and
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By Laci Jones

Landowners who opt in the Oklahoma Land Access Program receives compensation based on several factors.
(Photo courtesy of the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation)

contract length. Additional com-
pensation is possible for:
 Cooperative enrollment among
neighboring landowners.

¢ Close proximity to metropolitan
areas.

* Multi-year contracts.

e Concurrent enrollment in other
conservation programs.

 Habitat bonus based on vegeta-
tion and land-use practices.

For financial compensation,
landowners must be the legal
owner throughout the extent of the
contract and provide evidence of
ownership. The landowners must
provide legal description of the

land, which must be accessible
from a public road.

The landowner also cannot
sublease recreational rights in-
cluding hunting and fishing on the
contracted land. Game wardens
can accessthe contracted property
to enforce state regulations.

The property will have signs
provided by ODWC designating
property boundaries, parking areas
and access dates.

Boththelandowner and ODWC
reserve the right to deny access
to the OLAP area for violating
OLAP rules including littering,
trespassing and property dam-

age. They can aso temporarily
close the area during ranching or
agricultural activities including
harvest season.

The participating landowners
are accorded limited liability by
existing state laws— General
Recreational Use Statute (§76-
40.1) and Limitation of Liability
for Farming and Ranching Land
Act (§2-16-71.1). The limited li-
ability grantsimmunity from nor-
mal, non-negligent or intentional
liahility. It is recommended that
the landowners have additional
insurance.

See OLAP page 17
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Continued from page 16

OLAP

OLAP provides access for
multiple recreational opportunities
throughout the state, especially
near metropolitan areas, including
walk-in hunting, walk-in fishing,
streams access and wildlife view-
ing. The program also helps land-
ownerswithwildlife-sizemanage-
ment while supporting the heritage
of Oklahoma conservation.

The OLAP categories are de-
fined by walk-in hunting, wildlife
viewing access, walk-in fishing
and controlled access. Thewalk-in
hunting access includes general,
archery and shotgun only, Septem-
ber only and spring turkey.

The general walk-in hunting
accessincludesall legal means of
hunting and takes place on Sept. 1
to Feb. 16. Rifles and other activi-
ties are prohibited during archery
and shotgun only walk-in hunting,

which also takes place on Sept. 1
to Feb. 16. For fallow or failed
crop fields, the September only
walk-in hunting is recommended.
The spring turkey walk-in hunt-
ing season is April 6 to May 6
statewide and from April 17 to
May 6 in the southeast region of
Oklahoma.

The wildlife viewing access
provides annual access for bird
watching, hiking, photography
and more. Hunting is prohibited
in the wildlife viewing access
areas.

The walk-in fishing access
includes annual, seasonal and
streams access. The seasona ac-
cess is optional for landowners
who concurrently opt into walk-in
hunting. Unlike the annual access,
the seasonal access is available
from May 17 to Aug. 31. The

streams access provides a launch
point for streams.

Controlled access is another
access category for youth and
novice hunters. Landowners who
enroll in this option receive a flat
fee plus additional compensation
for each participating hunter. This
is a good option for those who
want to improve deer herd health
by harvesting antlerless deer. An
OLAP representative can assist
with the controlled hunt during the
first year with the landowner coor-
dinating the hunt in later years.

An app will be made available
for sportspersons with maps of
OLAP properties, which can be
accessed via desktop, tablet and
mobile devices. Thisapp displays
information regarding parking
areas, property boundaries, access
dates, description of the property

aswell as photosand alist of pos-
sible species for each area.

Sportspersons are required to
have valid hunting and fishing li-
censeswhen accessing these prop-
ertiesand are also required to fol-
low all regulations set by ODWC.
Under the regulations, they are
required to be courteous while on
OLAP property. Sportspersons
should avoid damaging crops and
keep asafe distancefrom livestock
to avoid disturbing them.

Landownerswho areinterested
in enrolling in OLAP can fill out
an application. The OLAP biolo-
gist or technician can assist with
the application process.

For additional information,
visit www.wildlifedepartment.
com/OLAP and Like them on
Facebook at ODWC — Oklahoma
Land Access Program. &.

CATTLEMEN SERVING CATTLEMEN.
WE'RE HERE TO SERVE L/occ.

COWS & BULLS | MONDAYS AT 10 AM
CALVES & STOCKERS | TUESDAYS AT 9 AM
FEEDER CATTLE | WEDNESDAYS AT 9 AM

SKE )

LIVESTOCK MARKET LLC

(405) 262-8800
WWW.OKCWEST.COM
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SUBCHONDRAL
gone éyjt

By Lauren Lamb

ast month we talked about

osteochondritis dissecans

(OCDs). This month we
are going to talk about subchon-
dral cyst, which isanother type of
bone disease commonly seen in
horses. Unlike like OCDs, which
are strictly a bone development
disease, subchondral cyst can be
developmental or acquired. Ac-
quired means that the horseis not
born with the cyst in their bone,
but instead it devel ops secondary
to an injury to the cartilage. Sub-
chondral cysts are characterized
as an area in the bone, usually
adjacent to thejoint surface, which
islessdense and lined with an in-
flammatory lining. On radiographs
the cyst will appear asadark hole
in the bone.

The cause of subchondral cyst
is not completely understood.
Two predominant theories have
been supported by research. The
first theory is called the hydraulic
theory. With the hydraulic theory,
the articular cartilage has full
thickness damage, like a small
split or tear.

Synovial fluid is forced into the
cartilage defect while the horse
is weight bearing. The fluid will
place pressure on the subchondral
bone, which will result in damage
and necrosisof the bone. Thesub-
chondral boneisthe bonedirectly
beneath the cartilage. Ultimately,
this damage to the subchondral
bone will lead to a subchondral
bone cyst.

The second theory is the in-
flammatory theory, which causes a
cyst toform and enlarge secondary
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This bone cyst in the stifle has a screw placed across it. (Photo courtesy
of Lauren Lamb)

to cellular and molecular mecha-
nisms of inflammation within the
subchondral bone. Subchondral
bone cystsare seen predominately,
about 50 percent of the time, in
the stifle.

The second most common |o-
cation isthe long or short pastern
bone, around 25 percent. About
62 percent of subchondral bone
cyst occur in males, both stallions
and geldings. Thoroughbreds and
quarter horses are the breeds most
commonly affected.

Themost common clinical sign
is lameness in the affected leg.
Joint effusion (excess fluid within
the joint) may or may not be pres-
ent. Joint effusion ismorefrequent
when the subchondral bone cyst

communicateswith thejoint. Only
30 percent of subchondral bone
cysts communicate with thejoint.
The pain causing the lameness
is secondary to increased pres-
sure within the cyst or increased
inflammation in the bone around
thecyst. Thetissuewithinthe cyst
is termed myxomatous tissue. This
tissue secretes inflammatory me-
diatorsthat will dissolve the bone
around the cyst.

Diagnosis of a bone cyst usu-
aly requires a combination of a
thorough lameness exam and diag-
nostic radiographs. The lameness
in the leg with a bone cyst will
become worse with flexion of the
joint adjacent to the subchondral
bone cyst. Intra-articular anesthe-

sia will improve the lameness in
most cases. Radiographs are used
to definitively diagnosis subchon-
dral bone cyst.

Size does matter when you are
talking about subchondral bone
cyst and the prognosis for ahorse
to make a full recovery. Specifi-
caly, it is not the overal size of
the cyst that matters, but the size
of the articular surface that is
damaged by thecyst. Cyststhat in-
volvealargearticular surfacearea
carry a poor prognosis for a full
recovery; on the contrary, a cyst
can belargebut notinvolvealarge
areaof thearticular surface. A cyst
with a small articular component
will have minimal detriment on
the horse's prognosis.

There are a multitude of treat-
ment options available for horses
with asubchondral bone cyst that
communicates with a joint. The
least invasive is to simply inject
the joint with corticosteroids.
Injecting corticosteroids into the
joint rarely resultsin the bone cyst
healing and thelamenessresolving
longterm. It will, however, relieve
the lameness for a short period of
time, two to eight weeks.

Another option is to inject
corticosteroids directly into the
bonecyst. Corticosteroidsinjected
into the cyst will result in the cyst
lining essentially dying. Once
the cyst lining is gone, the bone
cyst will fill in with regular bone.
Corticosteroids can be injected
into the cyst under ultrasound or
arthroscopic guidance with the
horse under general anesthesia.
Injecting the cyst with corticoster-
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oids can have an 80 to 90 percent
success rate.

Some cysts are unstable and
have atendency to collapse when
corticosteroids are being injected
into the cyst. When this happens,
none of the corticosteroid is re-
tained within the cyst. For horses
with an unstable cyst, arthroscopic
debridement is a better option,
rather than injecting the cyst.
Arthroscopic debridement entails
the horse being under general
anesthesia and the cyst contents
being removed. This therapeutic
technique is used as a last resort
and carries a 30 to 70 percent
success rate.

The final therapeutic option,
for cysts that communicate with
ajoints, is to place a bone screw
across the cyst. This techniqueis
the newest therapeutic technique
for treatment of bone cyst. It is
used mainly in stifle bone cyst,

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

but can also be used to treat cysts
in other joints. The results from
the screw technique are similar
to injecting the cyst directly with
corticosteroid, around 70 to 80
percent. The screw can be left in
the horse with no detrimental ef-
fects on the horse’ s training.

Treatments of cyststhat do not
communicate with a joint have
only onetherapeutic option. A drill
isused to makeaholeinto thecyst
from the outside of the bone, not
thru ajoint. Once a hole is made
into thecyst, abone curetteisused
to debride (remove) the contents
of the cyst. The skin over thedrill
hole is sutured closed and the leg
will remain bandaged for 14 days.
Thistherapeutic techniquescarries
a high successrate.

In summary, subchondral bone
cyst can be abone devel opmental
disease, where the foal is born
with a bone abnormality, or they

(Top to bottom) This stifle bone cyst is located in the medial femoral
condyle. This bone cyst in the distal radius does not communicate with
the joint and will need to be drilled and debrided with a curette. (Photos
courtesy of Lauren Lamb)

can be acquired, secondary to an
injury to the cartilage and sub-
chondral bonein ajoint.
Themost common clinical sign
islameness, followed secondly by

joint effusion. Subchondral bone
cyst has multiple treatment op-
tions. Most carry agood prognosis
for your horse to return to full
athletic soundness. ®
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We Built It

we IFirst.
BuiltIt To | 76t

FIBERGIJASS In 1961 Bud Pearson designed the first self-catch héadgate. -.‘._‘.\,; A
TANK CO. In 1976, the Pearson Team designed the first bi-lateral <&

squfe.]f:e clglt;te Bo(tih lnvenlltll1ns re\»'oiu(ilonme((i‘1 the =5
cattle handling industry as they were designed
Fa rm & Ra nCh Ta n ks to promote th% safe ang efficient ; 8"

— handling of livestock. Today - .~ q% Gl
No Rust, No Maintenance, No Worries the Pearson Team continues to -
introduce new products that are
innovative, efficient and designed
to provide decades of reliable
service. In other words, we build
them first and we build them to
last.

ﬁilﬂiﬂl (with Palp) P

Give us a call or
visit us online.
Expect more...
Pearson Livestock

Equipment

3 - 4-24' Stock Tanks, Fertilizer Tanks, =
- Feed Tanks, Fresh Water Tanks

pearsonlivestockeq.com
940-225-2252 - Thedford, NE + Vernon, TX

Accredited Ranch and Land Brokers
Your Brand for Ranches and Trophy Properties
Brokers: Bob & Sandy Bahe, ALC
Office: 918-426-6006 Toll Free 844-ALB-LAND

WorldClassRanches.com

Canadian ”I\t a1 Rane I1 8%4 acres, Film Creek Aeres; 383 acres, m/l, Hunting & Timber; 641 acres, m/l, Featherston 100; 100 acres, m/l, Beau-

m/l, Mostly open pasture, Bermuda and Beautiful productive ranch, nice home, Planted pine forests, 23 ponds, tiful recreational property in Sans Bois
native grasses, Modern brick home, barns, hay meadows, ponds, fencing, substantial marketable timber, Valley, state highway access, seasonal

barn, shop, steel working pens, ponds wildlife habitat $1,357,000 excellent hunting area $1,251,549 creeks, hunt, hike, camp, ride $125,000

some minerals included $2,500,000

Clarvita Farm & Ranch; 116 acres,

160 acres, m/l, Gently Iriendship Ranch & Home; 70 acres, Silver Kagle Preserve; 1379 acres,

m/l, Extremely productive farm rolling recreational land with two lakes, m/l, BEAUTIFULLY remodeled home  m/l, Modern lodge, exceptional hunting,
ground, improved grasses Bermuda, ponds, seasonal streams, good access, on 70 acres 85-90% open pasture, ponds, ponds, atv trails, beautiful views,
Johnson, Rye, Fescue & Clover, 4 beautiful trees, open areas for food plots, fenced, very good grass base, Bermuda 300 net mineral acres included
ponds, barn, loafing shed $330,400 well, electricity avail at road $350,840 and native grasses $457,500 $1,712,500
__(EETn (SETR IR SRR D " o ACCREDIT
72013( 2014 2015( 2016( 2017 To view all of our listings go to: GEREDITED

CONSULTANTS

oDt W!L.,L.:; peslsisl www.WorldClassRanches.com
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ALE HIRSGHMAN
DALE HIRSGHMAN

By Ddee Haynes

first meet Dale Hirschman more than 20 years ago. We inherited

each other asfriends through my husband Mitchell. Hirschman

and Mitchell traveled alot of the same rodeo trails during their
younger years. One of the first things I noticed about Hirschman
was the twinkle in his eyes and his quick, crooked smile. But what
stood out to me most was hiswalk. He walked, and still doeswalk,
like aman with a purpose—Ilong easy strides with no hesitation—a
man sure of his path.

Hirschman felt he was destined from the start to be acowboy. At
the ripe age of eight he entered his first rodeo, a rodeo his baseball
coach told him about. The verdict is still out on whether it was
fate or his coach was trying to tell him in anice way that he really
was not a good baseball player. Whatever the reason, Hirschman
took to the rodeo life like aduck to water. Hirschman continued to
rodeo well into his 40s, which can be tough, especialy if you are
arough stock rider.

Hirschman rode bulls, saddle broncs, bareback broncs and even
did alittle steer wrestling. But his true talent was bareback riding.
In bareback riding, the rider uses a “rigging” made of leather that
resembles a suitcase handle on a strap. The rigging is placed atop
the horse’s withers (shoulders) and secured with a cinch. Bareback
ridersendure more abuse, suffer moreinjuriesand carry away more
long-term damage than all other rodeo cowboys.

As the bronc (horse) bursts from the chute, the rider must “mark”
the horse out. Marking a horse out means both spurs need to be
touching the horse’ s shoulders until the horse’ sfeet hit the ground.
If the rider fails to do this, he is disqualified. As the bronc bucks, the
rider pulls hisknees up and rolls his spurs up the horse’ s shoul ders.
Bronc riding has been compared to riding ajack hammer with one
hand. Living with a retired bareback rider, | know the toll those
eight-second rides|eave behind asyou get older. As| have said more
than once, “being a cowboy or cowgirl ain’t for sissies.”

Hirschman grew up in church and it was during one of those
services that Hirschman feels he had the first sign he was meant
to be a cowboy preacher. The sermon that day was about a horse
that was thought to be unbreakable. Through prayer, hard work
and love, the horse was eventually broke. As the sermon came to
an end, young Hirschman thought to himself how neat it would be
to be acowboy preacher. Asthe years began to unfold, Hirschman
followed his dream of being arodeo cowboy. It was during his col-
lege career that hiswalk with the Lord escalated. The door opened
for Hirschman to give his first cowboy church service at a college
rodeo during his senior year. That first church service was the start
of aministry that continues today.

After retiring from his teaching job, Hirschman now travels
more than 30 weeks to afew junior rodeos but mainly high school,
college and professional rodeos, taking pictures and sharing God' s
word. His photos are known for capturing the true grit and courage

See HIRSCHM AN page 22

Hirschman now travels more

than 30 weeks each year
taking pictures and sharing

God’s word. (Photo courtesy
WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM of the Hirschman family)
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of not only the cowboy and cow-
girl athletes but also the animal
athletes. | have so many pictures
Hirschman has taken over the
years of my family that | should
own stock in Hirschman photos.
His ability to capture the moment
is monumental.

Hirschman has always been an
artist not only behind his camera
but with a pen, pencil or paint.
Over the years he dabbled and
did afew drawings and paintings,
until recently, when he has found
the time to do more than dabble.

This year he has been able to
complete at least one a month.
Much like hisphotography, hisart
work capturesthe detailsand tells
a story. While his artistic skills
help pay the bills, Hirschman's
true goal in lifeis to lead others
to Christ.

“Graze It All Fall Pasture
Blend is a carefully selected
mix of hardy, nutritious
annuals that are ideal for cool
season grazing for livestock.”
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Continued from page 21

“Hirschman has a knack for
communicating his devotion to
the Lord in a very practical way
and trusting the Lord in everyday
circumstances,” said pastor Andy
Taylor. “Hirschman’sgrace, low—
impact styleof evangelismand his
love for college kids is evident.
His faithfulness has left atrail of
young cowboys, cowgirls, rodeo
and non-rodeo people touched by
the Lord. | guess you can say his
long-determined strides do have
a purpose.”

Hirschman and his wife Sarah
residein Weatherford, Okla. They
have two daughters, Rachel and
Rebekah, and one son-in-law,
Derek.

Tolearn more about Hirschman
and see his photos and art work
visit hiswebsite, www.hirschman-
photos.photoreflect.com. @
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"« With two #1 ranked
: forage ryegrasses,
= you'll be able to take
' "' advantage of both
heavy producers
~  to grow the highest
tonnage possible!

NATIONAL SADDLERY

OKLAHOMA CITY STOCKYARDS

From the ranch to the home, and everything in between!

405.239.2104 = 1400 SOUTH AGNEW, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73108 = WWW.NATIONALSADDLERY.COM

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

LIVESTOCK BARNS « SHOPS *« HAY BARNS * GARAGES

24x30x10-w/concrete floor one entry door, two .
windows, one overhead door frameout™, fully insulated |

$12,860*

30x40x10-garage, 1-walk, 2 overhead door
frameouts**, 4" concrete floor

$14,500*
40x60x12-1 walk door, 1 sliding door, colored metal

$13,900*

60x80x16-w/concrete floor, two entry doors, two
14x14 overhead doors, 26ga metal, fully insulated

$56,500*

al concrete & delivery charges may apply.
Id separately.

H]RING EXPER]ENCED
BARN BUILDERS
20 years in business, 30 years fotal experience,
40 year warranty on metal
material and labor, Insured, Fin |
Commercial and Residential

Variety of sizes and options available.
Concrete floors, driveways & sidewalks.

/ _D\

D CROSS BARN CO.
TULSA, OK

866-749-7627
918-629-0505

STATEWIDE

DCROSSBARNCO COM
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Southwest FABRICATORS | |

Hugo, Oklahoma

Our price can’t be beat on a comparable product

Cut Your Overhead, Increase Your Profits
with Round Overhead Storage Bins.
Puts the bloom on your cattle to get top
price for less money!

TOLL FREE: (877) 326-3574
www.overheadbins.com
E-mail Us:
troy@overheadbins.com
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*Live Entertain ent*
| + featuring
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IMPROVE YOUR *LPtS f Vendots * |
PROFIT POTENTIAL % Kids Games *
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GREAT FOOD &
U MOR || !
Located on North Main Street
LESTER, OK '\I

cASE Iil
*

TSR T R, Bl |
2900 Henry S. Grace Fwy.
Wichita Falls, TX
940-687-2726
www.ascoeq.com

' Facebook co mIMJAlesterW:ldWl:stFestival
For more information call
918-#29-94;7 or 918- 302-“6105
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——— T lhe Gold secleers —

By Krista Lucas

ach summer, Woodward,

E Okla., draws a crowd from

near and far for the annual

rodeo and Cudd Quarter Horse

production and consignment sale.

This year, the sale featured stand

out barrel and rope horse prospects

as well as finished cow and ranch
horses.

Cudd Quarter Horses is owned
and operated by Renee Jane Cudd.
Renee and her husband Bob have
been leading breeders of Ameri-
can Quarter Horse Association
ranch and roping horses for over
30 years. After the passing of her
husband in 2005, Renee continued
to raise horses that have the ability
todoitall.

The ranch bases their breed-
ing around two proven sires,
Leo Goldseeker and King W
Goldseeker. Both stallions are
grandsons of the great Three Bars
and pass down their super disposi-
tions, big hips and pretty heads.
Leo Goldseeker is a proven sire
of halter and performance win-
ners and has two halter points,
one heading point and one western
pleasure point himself.

The Goldseeker line prides
itself in producing working horses
with looks, speed, performance
and brains. At the sale this year,
over 60 two-year-olds from the
Goldseeker lineage were offered
for sale, along with 100 consign-
ment horses.

Buyers at the 2017 sale were
not disappointed. There was some-
thing for everyone of all sizes,
colors and almost all were started
to ride. Offspring by some of the
biggest names in the horse indus-
try were offered for sale. The high
seller was a two-year-old red roan
stallion named Metallic Charlie.

The young stallion came from
the Cudd ranch and was sired by
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the famous Metallic Cat and out of
a Freckles Playboy mare. During
the sale, he showed his natural ath-
letic ability and brought $20,000.

Another highlight of the sale
was a three-year-old gray mare,
Streakin Missle Glo. Consigned
by Erica Baker, the mare was by
popular barrel racing sire, A Streak
of Fling, and out of a nice ranch
mare, Red Missle Glo. A Streak
of Fling bred horses are known
to be able to go in any direction,
whether it is roping, ranch work or
barrel racing. Streakin Missle Glo
brought $15,000.

Throughout the years, buyers
have had plenty of success with
horses from the Cudd sale. Gold-
seeker bred horses have won in the

roping pen and barrel racing arena.
Rhinestone Cowgirl, a product
of the 2009 Cudd Quarter Horse
Sale, has won or placed in a few
Women’s Professional Rodeo As-
sociation barrel racing futurities.
Joe W Cowboy qualified for the
AQHA World Show in the calf
roping after coming through the
Cudd sale.

Samuel Luchsinger purchased
his horse, Kicking Ax Goldseeker,
through the Cudd sale a few years
ago. The pair went on to win a
new truck and trailer at the Sum-
mer Shootout team roping in Glen
Rose, Texas.

“Renee does a great job with
those horses,” Luchsinger said.
“l went up and bought my horse

from her in 2014. He has been
great from the start, and she has
a great sale.”

Axle, as he calls him, is a son
of Herman Goldseeker, another
stallion standing at Cudd Quarter
Horses.

The Cudd line of Quarter Hors-
es continues to have a superior
reputation in the horse industry.
Whether you are seeking a per-
formance horse, a young prospect
or a family ranch horse, Cudd
Quarter Horse production and
consignment sale will have what
you are looking for.

For more information on up-
coming events and sales at the
ranch, visit www.cuddquarter-
horsesllc.com. &.

SEPTEMBER 2017 | 25



"W LIFESTYLE

HowArRD RANCH

@0%&0% wan ?VIOWM%

ike his father and grand-
Lfather before him, Don

Howard loved the wide-
open spaces found in the heart of
Jefferson County. He was born
Aug. 5, 1923, one of six children
born to Wilton and Jessie Jo
Brown Howard, at the “home
place,” a house his grandfather
Noah Howard built between the
Mud and Crooked Creeks in Clay-
pool, Texas.

He moved with his family to
Cornish, Okla., so the children
could attend school at Ringling,
Okla., since Claypool, Texas did
not have a high school at the time.
In 1941, Howard graduated from
Ringling High School, where he
was a member of the boxing club
and was president of the Ringling
FFA Chapter.

In 1944, he joined the U.S.
Army and served in the Philip-
pine Islands in the Asiatic Pacific
Theater campaigns during World
War I1. In honor of his dedication
and service, he received the Purple
Heart for wounds received in the
battle of Ipo Dam on Luzon. He
also earned the Asiatic Pacific
Theater campaign ribbon with two
bronze stars, Philippine Libera-
tion medal with one bronze star,
the Army of Occupation of Japan
ribbon and the Distinguished Unit
Badge Victory ribbon with three
overseas service bars.

Howard never told “war sto-
ries” except for tales about how
he and friend Jerry Dillard, also
from Ringling, OKla., organized
rodeos for fun on Sunday after-
noons while they were serving
in Japan.

After returning home, Howard
was eager to begin building his
ranch. He married Vella Mathers
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By Judy Wade

(Left to right) Jim, Kay, Don, Vella, Dona and Steve Howard. (Photo courtesy of the Howard family)

on Dec. 25, 1946. Vella was born
in Marietta, Okla., to Vella Dillard
and Judge James Carson Mathers.
Her mother died when she was
nine years old.

She lived in Ardmore, Okla.,
and Oklahoma City with grand-
parents before graduating from
high school in Amarillo, Texas.
After attending Hills Business
College in Oklahoma City, she
began working for an insurance
company.

Vella often came to Ringling
to visit her sister Carlene who was
married to Don’s older brother
Paul. During one of those visits,
she met Don, and when he went
into the army she felt it was her pa-
triotic duty to write to her friend,
and a romance blossomed.

The plan had been for them
to marry on Christmas Eve at the
Methodist parsonage in Ringling
with Paul and Carlene as wit-

nesses. When they arrived, they
saw an old red pickup with several
of Howard’s “buddies” just wait-
ing for them. Their plan was to
“shiveree” the couple and throw
the groom into Howard’s Lake on
that cold December day.

Finally, about midnight the
friends gave up, and the couple
woke a sleepy minister for the
ceremony as planned, just hours
later.

The Howards made their home
in Claypool at the ranch head-
quarters on land purchased before
statehood by Howard’s grandfa-
ther Noah, continuing to use the
TL connected brand adopted by
Howard’s father Wilton when he
purchased a herd of cattle bearing
that brand.

The Howards were soon joined
by four children: Jessie Kay, James
“Jimmy” Wilton, Dona Lynn and
Steven Donald. When Howard’s

brother Paul was killed in a farm-
related accident in 1952 leaving
five children, Howard’s family
took in Don Randall “Randy.”

“Until Randy graduated from
high school and left home, |
thought he was my brother,” Steve
Howard laughed. “He had been
there all my life. That is when Dad
and Mom explained the situation
to me. I guess | was somewhat up-
set, so when Mom asked me what
was wrong with my voice, | said,
‘I have a frog in my throat.””

Howard enjoyed taking the
children in the feed truck for a
morning of fun, as he later did as
“Papa Don” with grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. “Ma-
maw” entertained her children,
grandchildren and great-grand-
children with her funny songs
and fictional stories of “Little
Buckaroo” in addition to being
See HOWARD page 27
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bookkeeper for the ranch for over
64 years.

“Growing up in the Claypool
Community was a perfect way
to spend a childhood with the
right amount of work and play,”
daughter Dona Howard Brooks
recalled. “Sundays we went to
hear Pop Dickey preach at the
local church, and many summer
afternoons were spent fishing
followed by a fish fry with the
Gaines, Dickey, Smith and Grif-
fin families. I’m not sure Mother,
a city girl, could have stayed way
out in the country if she hadn’t
made life-long friends like Betty
Gaines and Bettye Dickey.”

Jimmy and Steve both worked
alongside their father, while the
girls had other chores.

“Like so many kids who grew
up in the 1950s and lived in the
country, Dona and | had a few
outside chores, chickens, pigs and
a garden, but Mother depended on
us to help her in the house,” said
daughter Kay. “We washed eggs
to sell at the Dale Allen Feed Store
once a week. We always had a
big garden, which meant canning
green beans and making plum jelly
during the summers.”

“It never seemed to matter
whether we had a really good
year or really bad year with the
cattle market, we lived a conser-
vative lifestyle,” Kay added with
a smile.

Inthe early 1970s, Howard had
the opportunity to buy more land
so he called a family conference
and asked his children to commit
to coming back to the ranch to
continue the family legacy. They
agreed, and in 1973 Howard Cattle
Company was born.

Adding to the land his grand-
father and father acquired, the
Howard Cattle Company soon
encompassed over 15,000 owned
and leased acres stretching almost
three miles along Highway 70,
extending on both the north and
south sides. Black baldie and Okie
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Continued from page 26

(Left to right) Don Howard in uniform. Vella Howard at age 19. (Photos courtesy of the Howard family)

cross mother cows as well as year-
lings on wheat pasture became the
mainstay of the ranch.

“Dad loved feeding cattle,” Jim
said. “He formed a partnership
with Paul B. Hammonds, Jerry
Shelton, Jerry Sutton and Jim Pat-
ton. They called it Calico Cattle
Company and bought feeder cattle
to send to the feed lots. They even
bought an airplane so they could
fly around and look at cattle.”

Always ready for a new enter-
prise, Don and sons formed How-
ard-Brooks Trucking along with
Mike Brooks, Dona’s husband,
so that the ranch operation could
haul their own cattle. Later, Don
and sons invested in a feedyard in
Dumas, Texas, to finish out their
yearlings.

“Dad was still buying cattle
and making deals for corn two
months before he passed away. He
loved buying and feeding cattle,”
Jim added.

Howard held membership in
the National Cattlemen’s Beef
Association, Kansas Livestock
Association, Texas Cattle Feed-
ers Association and Texas and
Southwest Cattle Raisers Associa-

tion, where he received the honor
of “Lifetime Ranching Heritage
Award” in Houston, Texas in
March 2000.

Howard served on school-
boards at both Claypool and
Ringling and was a great supporter
of the junior livestock sale and the
Ringling Blue Devils. He was a
lifetime member of the Oklahoma
Cattlemen’s Association, where at
age 69, he was honored as Cattle-
man of the Year in 1992. The in-
scription on his award aptly read,
“All Work and No Play.”

“Dad’s vacations were centered
around travelling to feedyards,”
Steve explained. “He and Mom
and their friends took many trips
together to feedyards all over the
country. His hobby was the same
as his livelihood, and he did what
he wanted to do—buy cattle and
sell cattle. The brothers Jim and
Steve laugh, but are quick to
say it was their Dad’s vision and
dedication that has enabled them
to continue making their living off
the land.”

“Daddy only had a high school
education, but he was always
ahead of the curve,” Jim contin-

ued. “The neighbors laughed when
he began running yearlings in a
predominately cow/calf country.
They thought he was crazy when
he planted Bermuda grass in the
1960s. Now both practices are
commonplace in the region.”

The Howards were active
members of the Ringling United
Methodist Church and loved
hosting family and friends at get-
togethers.

Donald Brown Howard passed
away in 2011 at age 88, followed
by Vella Mathers Howard in 2012
at the age of 85.

At the time of their deaths,
they left their four children, 15
grandchildren, including their
beloved grandson Dalton Steve
Howard who preceded them
in death in 2004, and 23 great-
grandchildren.

Their legacy of love and dedi-
cation to family will forever be
treasured by their descendants
who carry on the traditions and
work ethic handed down from
great-grandfather, grandfather
and father. Next month read
more about the Howard Ranch
in Part 3. @&.

SEPTEMBER 2017 | 27



Mother Nature's
Finest Fiber

Located in Historic Stockyards City

1401 S Agnew Ave,

Oklahoma City
(405) 642-8614

VINTAGE HANDIMADE 501

Sale Every Monday at 9 a.m.
Located at 161st & I-44, Tulsa, OK

et JOE DON EAVES - Tulsa, Okl
tu]sastockyarﬂs.com Office 918.234.3438 + Cell 918:

Visit us at 3cfeeders.com

We've been in the cattle business for more than 30 years and tried virtually every feeding method.
Through trail and error, we developed a cattle feeder which would be efficient, effective and economical.
This is the 3C Cattle Feeder, and we invite you to experience it for yourself.

4000 Lh CapacityEreen feeﬁE
Sliding Lid for over hin use

Clyde, Casey & Bear Runyan ¢ P.O. Box 144, Mill Creek, OK 74856
Office: 580-384-3943 e After Hours: 580-384-5741 ¢ Patent No. 6263833
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A BAR ABOV K

aslight breeze making the rolling bluestem

grass sway. Horses and cattle gather under
the few oak trees. The owner of this northeast
Oklahoma ranch, Mike Armitage, continuously
studies management techniques to improve
livestock production while staying true to his
traditions. The producer said he is hopeful for
the future of the beef industry.

“It is an exciting future for the beef indus-
try,” Armitage explained. “For those who are
always evolving and willing to step to that
forefront, | feel as though they will be justly
rewarded.”

Armitage was raised 10 miles north of
Shawnee, OKla., in Meeker, Okla., on a cow-
calf and alfalfa operation. His grandfather and
father—Fred Frost and Vernon Lee Armit-
age—influenced Armitage from a young age.

“The biggest inspirations came from my
father and grandfather who both found no
hurdles too big to overcome, and their sheer
determination and hard work made them un-
doubtedly the most impactful men in my life,”
Armitage added.

Broad-based agricultural experiences
through the FFA organization led him to attend
Oklahoma State University after graduating
from Meeker High School. There, he was on
the Livestock Judging Team while pursuing
a Bachelor of Science degree in agricultural
economics with a farm and ranch manage-
ment option.

“Through this ag economics degree, we
were taught everything from appraisal to sta-
tistics, to monthly analysis of project costs,”
he explained. “Many of those skills weren’t
utilized until 10 to 20 years later in my life.”

After graduating college in 1974, he landed
a ranch management job at the McGuirk Her-
eford Ranch in Claremore, Okla. Armitage
said he did not foresee him owning a ranch,
but he knew he wanted to work in livestock
production.

While working for the McGuirk family, he
also owned a herd of purebred Hereford cattle.
The Armitages had the opportunity to lease the
operation and began purchasing the ranch after
nine years of leasing.

“l was so blessed to end up owning the

I t was a warm summer day with the relief of
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ranch that | managed out of college,” Armit-
age added.
A Bar Ranch

The owner of A Bar Ranch said the ranch
is comprised of four divisions—A Bar Ranch
Headquarters in Claremore, Okla., Rock Creek
in Adair, Okla., Squaw in Pryor, OKla., and V
Bar Ranch in Welch, Okla. Overall, the ranch
operates 45,000 total acres throughout nine
Oklahoma counties.

The headquarters in Claremore, Okla., was
once a part of the original Cherokee Indian Al-
lotment to Frank and Dora Rucker during the
1880s. Famous trick roper Will Rogers built a
friendship with the Ruckers while working as
aranch hand. They were later involved in Will
Roger’s traveling Wild West Show.

The ranch was owned by the McGuirk
family then purchased by Mike and Martha
Armitage in 1989. Armitage said the A Bar
Ranch Brand has a unique history.

“The brand is an open ‘A’ or a rafter brand,”
Armitage explained. “It was the Rucker brand
from the 1880s. Since our name is ‘Armitage,’
we continued to use the ‘open A’ and added
the bar to it in the early ‘90s.”

Cattle Production

“Our own fully-independent operation start-
ed in 1980,” Armitage explained. “Originally,
it was just a registered Hereford operation but
had the fortune of leasing a 7,800-acre ranch
that adjoined [the headquarters].”

After analyzing their month-to-month ex-
penses, the cattle producer recognized the need
to eliminate 60 percent of annual cost of their
cow-calf business from the winter season. To
reduce annual costs, they stocked their adjoin-
ing ranch with purchased bred cows. Armitage
Livestock was founded in 1989 for the market-
ing of commercial females.

They sold cows and calves that fall in their
first annual Fall Gathering Sale in 1989 at the
Southern Oklahoma Livestock Auction in Ada,
Okla., later moving to the Joplin Regional
Stockyards in Joplin, Mo. Always held the first
Saturday in November, A Bar Ranch will have
their Fall Gathering Sale at OKC-West for the
fourth year. Armitage Livestock has evolved
to present day marketing of 10,000 to 15,000
bred commercial females annually.

Mike Armitage

“When we market, we have to be looking
around the corner and adding value to produc-
ers’ cow herds to remain competitive and in the
forefront while offering more value for their
dollar,” he added.

With productivity of his cow-calf herd at
the utmost importance, Armitage said the most
important element of production is fertility. In
the early ‘90s, he selected only the females that
were pregnant in the first 30 days of exposure
through ultrasound aging of females.

“It was new on the scene at the time in the
commercial industry,” he added. “It continues
today as one of the most valuable tools in
selection.”

Changing their female selection criteria
resulted in an increase of pregnancy rates in
the first 30 days of exposure from 55 percent
in their first year to 87 percent in 2016.

“This, in my opinion, is the most important
economic trait for a cow-calf producer,” Ar-
mitage explained. “The cow that calves first is
the best cow in your cowherd and so are her
daughters. It results in more uniformity in our
calf crops, more predictable breed-ups and its
selection.”

However, Armitage said their personal pro-
duction cowherd continues to grow. In the ‘90s,
he acquired bred tigerstripe cows, the F1 cross
between Hereford and Brahman breeds, from
a producer in south Texas and grazed them on
his leased property. The producers said grazing
these tigerstripe cows resulted in an additional
50 to 100 pounds of weaning weight, but other
producers valued this breed as well.

In the mid- ‘90s, Armitage started retaining
his own heifers from his purebred Hereford
herd and began crossing with Hudgen’s Brah-
man Genetics, producing his own herd of F1
tigerstripes. He then crossed the tigerstripes
with Angus bulls, producing the “super baldie
Brangus,” which is one-quarter Brahman, one-
quarter Hereford and one-half Angus cattle.

“We have found they are the most effi-
cient, least maintenance cows for our eastern
Oklahoma environment,” Armitage explained.
“They consistently wean 600-pound, highly
marketable Angus calves.”

They also retain heifer calves to breed for
Continued on page 34
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This barn is located at the A Bar Ranch headquarters in Claremore, Okla. (Photo by Laci Jones)

Continued from page 32

RANCH

their own replacements and for
auction to the public. This year, A
Bar Ranch is retaining 400 head of
cattle to help grow and replenish
their cattle herd, he added.
Equine Production

In Armitage’s early years as
a purebred cattle manager, the
utilization of horses was impera-
tive for heat detection of cattle
prior to heat synchronization and
the spring and summer breeding
season.

“One-on-one sorting led me
to an exceptional lineage of Hol-
Iywood Gold bred horses,” Armit-
age explained. “From that first
purchase of brood mare horses
in 1984, we bred horses to be
durable, cowey, trainable and
intelligent.”

Horses are bred to be used on
the ranch each day, he added. They
are bred for their size and struc-
ture, and evaluated for their skill
set and trainability. The Armitages
start and ride approximately 40
two-year-old horses each year.

Through their efforts to pro-
duce horses that meet these cri-
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teria, they market approximately
140 horses annually through two
sales. The first sale, known as the
Cowhorse Classic Sale, is held in
mid-June. The second sale is held
with their Fall Gathering Sale in
November, bringing buyers from
more than 15 states.

“l call it my ‘hobby out of
control,” butit’s been very reward-
ing as well,” he added. “We have
had two AQHA Reserve World
Champions and numerous ranch
horse competition winners.”

The horse breeder is also a
committee member on the AQHA
Ranching Committee and an
AQHA Ranching Heritage Breed-
er.

In 2015, the Armitages be-
gan working with the Oklahoma
Cattleman’s Foundation Intern
Scholar Program, employing
livestock production youth for the
summer season.

“The same focus was devel-
oped through the AQHA and the
Ranching Heritage Breeders Pro-
gram with our first intern through
AQHA in 2017,” he added.

These interns experience all
aspects of the A Bar Ranch. The
recipients of the 2017 Oklahoma
Cattlemen’s Foundation Scholar
Program internship and the 2017
AQHA Heritage Breeders intern-
ship are Kaden McCombs, Na-
vajo, Okla., and Bradley Cornell,
Claude, Texas, respectively.

“We are blessed to have this
quality of ag youth involved here
at the ranch,” he added.

A Family Business

Armitage met his wife Martha
in Stillwater, Okla., where she was
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in
home economics communications
at Oklahoma State University.
They were later married in 1985.
With being raised on a yearling
cattle ranch in Welch, Okla., Mar-
tha is the A Bar Ranch accountant,
advertising agent and sale catalog
developer.

The Armitages have two
sons—Merrit and Turner. Merrit,
an Oklahoma State University
alumnus, lives north of Pryor with
his wife Michelle and son Myles.
Merrit currently manages the Rock

Creek division of A Bar Ranch,
raising cattle and backgrounding
yearling horses.

Turner graduated from Okla-
homa State University in spring
2015. He married Sarah Coffey
in August, where they also live
on the Rock Creek division in
Adair, Okla. Turner oversees colt
starting, mare breeding and first-
calf heifers.

While he is not a family mem-
ber, Mark Hockensmith from
Inola, Okla., is a “big asset” to
the ranch’s daily activities, Ar-
mitage added. A Kansas State
University alumnus, Hockensmith
has worked for A Bar Ranch for
20 years.

Management and Traditions

Throughout the changes in the
agriculture industry and new addi-
tions to the Armitage family, they
continue to stay true to their roots.
Since he was a youth, Armitage
said livestock were managed on
horseback.

“Through my walk in the pure-
bred business, | managed cow
herds horseback because of the
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influence and traditions that my
64 years have brought”

He added cattle properly han-
dled horseback encourages their
health and well-being. Another
primary reason is purchased cattle
can come from “all walks of life”
from the extreme mismanaged to
the properly managed. Managing
while horseback provides consis-
tency to the herd.

“In any time of the day, any
place on the ranch— whether it's
rocky, rough, timbered— we have
the skillset to gather and handle
those cattle,” he added. “It always
puts us in a position as not being
a limiting factor to gather and
manage.”

The Armitages are actively
involved in several organizations
including the National Cattle-
men’s Beef Association, Okla-
homa Cattlemen’s Association
and the American Quarter Horse
Association.

Armitage also said he hopes the
future generations of A Bar Ranch
and agriculture production are
able to adapt to the ever-changing
world of beef production while
becoming leaders in both agricul-
tural organizations and in their
communities.

“l had an agriculture econom-
ics teacher explain to us, ‘If we
didn't marry it, or inherit it, that
we might as well get the thought
out of our mind to going home
and survive in agriculture,” Armit-
age began. “I hope | am a living
example that it’s not impossible.
If you’re willing to make those
sacrifices, work hard enough and
have tolerance and durability,
you could be very successful in
agriculture.”

Niches within the agriculture
industry are going to create a lot
of opportunity for those willing to
take those risks, he added.

When asked about the risks the
entrepreneur had taken, he replied,
“Every day isariskinwhat | do...
My grandfather always told me,
“The harder you work, the luckier
you’ll get,” and I find that to be my
biggest lucky charm.” ®.
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Mike and Martha Armitage have been married for more than 30 years. Together, they have two sons—Merrit
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PUDDING

Total Time: 3 1/2 Hours | Serves: 10-12

INGREDIENTS

1 1/3 cup milk

1 package of instant vanilla pudding mix
1 14-ounce can sweetened condensed milk
3 cups heavy cream

1 tsp. vanilla

1 box vanilla wafers

4 bananas, sliced into coins

2 tsp. sugar

DIRECTIONS

In a large mixing bowl, combine milk, va-
nilla pudding mix and sweetened condensed
milk. Whisk thoroughly, breaking up any lumps
and refrigerate for at least 5 minutes, or until set.
In another large bowl, combine heavy cream and
vanilla. Beat until stiff peaks form, 2-3 minutes.
Set aside half of the mixture for topping the dish.
Fold remaining half into the pudding mixture.

Cover the bottom of a 3-quart trifle dish with
vanilla wafers. Top with one-third of the pudding
mixture. Cover with another layer of the wafer
cookies— you may want to also stand some cook-
ies up vertically, sou can see the full circle along
the edge of the trifle dish. Top with an even layer
of banana slices. Continue layering the pudding,
wafer cookies and banana slices until you reach the
top, ending with a final layer of banana pudding.

Refrigerate for at least 3 hours, or overnight.
Sweeten the remaining whipped cream by adding
the two teaspoons of sugar and stirring to combine.
Just before serving, dollop on top of the banana
pudding, then sprinkle crumbled wafer cookies

on top. (®.
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oving to the country
sounds like an easy
transition: things are a

little slower, and it’s definitely
not as populated, the people are
friendlier and your land is your
land, you can hunt, fish, ride all-
terrain vehicles, shoot guns and
skinny dip. But, I've discovered
moving to the country takes a
little getting used to. | am expe-
riencing what | call “country girl
problems.”

When | went to the U.S. Post
Office to set up my P.O. Box and
get my mail transferred, | had a
difficult time catching the U.S.
Post Office open.

The window hours are 8a.m. to
12 p.m. Mon-day through Friday. |
stopped in one night around 7 p.m.
to get my mail from the box. The
lobby was locked.

Back home the post office
lobby was open all the time. If
you had an account or a rented
mailbox at the UPS store then you
were issued a key to the mailbox
lobby and had access to the copy
machines.

The next time | caught the
lobby open, | informed them that
I did not get my key for the front
door, so | could access my mail
after hours.

Silly city girl misunderstanding
turned into Country Girl Problem
#149. If you want to get your mail,
the lobby hours are 8a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday and 8 a.m.
to 12 p.m. on Saturdays.

If you can’t wait, call the key
keeper’s cell phone and he will
meet you there and let you in. That
situation remedied itself last Janu-
ary. The lobby is now open 24/7.

Country Girl Problem #791 is
when you have hand washed and
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detailed your truck, pulled it back
in the garage and a few days later,
when you need to go to town, it’s
rained and you've got a dirt road a
mile long to the paved road.

Even the sayings down here
in southeastern Oklahoma are
different. While on our trip to
Tulsa, | asked GW if we could
go to the mall and do some shop-
ping. | ex-pected his usual sweet
answer, “Of course baby,” but it
was followed by a phrase | had
never heard before, “But, | would
rather pick black pepper out of a
chicken's butt!”

So now, what’s a girl to do with
an answer like that? I call it Coun-
try Girl problem #99 since I’m 99
miles from the mall, and online
shopping is all that’s available.

Nights out are different down
here too. Jon’s Country Corner
gas station/convenience store
and tire shop is the social hub of
Indianola, OkKla.

Every Friday night they serve
up the best catfish, hushpuppies
and brown beans you will ever
put in your mouth, complete with
award-winning desserts.

During dinner a few locals en-
tertain us by a-pickin’-an-a-grin-
nin’ or playing guitar and smiling.
You have to get there early to get
a good table by the band.

Bonfires are very popular here,
also. It seems like random people
smell the fire and just show up.
One night | witnessed a young girl
pack her lip with a dip bigger than
my husband does.

Her friend held her beer so she
wouldn’t get it mixed up with the
beer bottle she was spitting her dip
inside. As | pondered things like,
“Who taught her to dip, and why?”
and “Does her mother know?”

>COUNTRY GIRL PROBLEMS
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Oklahoma has many dirt roads, which can cause Country Girl Problem
#791 of driving a clean vehicle down a dirt road. (Photo by Beth
Watkins)

My brain was screaming a
phrase GW’s used before, “I have
been to three goat ropins’ and a
county fair, but I ain’t never seen
nothing like that before!” I real-
ized at that moment, GW’s funny
sayings have found their way into
my vocabulary.

When we moved into our new
house | needed to have a garage
sale, but in a rural setting it's much
easier to post your items on “sale
pages” you find on social media.
GW'’s house was decorated in
“bachelor-style furniture,” so |

had a few items that had to go,
like a sectional that was clearly
from the “60s.

He was going to just haul it to
the dump, but | told him I could
get $50 for it if | posted it for sale.
He told me, and | quote, “If you
can get $50 for it, I’ll kiss your
butt on the courthouse steps and
give you three days to draw a
crowd.”

Later that day I called and told
him it had sold and | had $49 in
my pocket, along with a tube of lip
balm | bought him for a dollar. .
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CATTLE SOLD IN MCALESTER, OK CONSISTENTL
TOP THE MARKET REPORTS EVERY WEEK

OQBN/WEANED SALE: NOV 14. FEB 20. APRIL 17

CATTLE IN THIS SALE HAVE BEEN WEANED A
MINIMUM OF 45 DAYS AND HAD 2 ROUNDS OF SHOTS

We totally devote our efforts to maximizing the value of your cattle,
while also serving the needs of each individual customer. We highly
value your business and will work to make you a repeat customer!

10 a.m. Calves & Yearlings
6 p.m. Cows & Bulls

918-423-2834
MCALESTERSTOCKYARDS.COM

JIEAVVALY
Cartte Oiter Co.

Proven Effective Treatment All Year Long

P
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s overall health'of h
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620.408.6387 - 888.256.5544
www.usalewiscattleoilers.com
“WE SERVIGE WHAT WE SELL”
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Sale starts at n 00 AM and w1ll be“ held in Perkms, OK at the HZ Sale Paahty
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~ Over % o Head Sell

SPRING PAIRS * THE SPRING 207 BORN CALVES * FALL PAIRS
FALL YEARLING REPLACEMENTS * THE A CROSS HERD SIRE BATTERY

AUCTIONEERS:
Jim Birdwell Joel Birdwell
(580) 695-2352 (405) 368-1058

9801 North 1997 Road
Hammon, OK 73650
LaRue Stoller, owner

Ryan Long g80-339-1919

Call or email today to request a sale book!

Sale Monoged By
uc lan 918.510.3464
Lot yronsomihis deal) rlong@rancelong.com

e www.rancelong.ocm A-CROSS RANCH
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By Lanna Mills

0 you take your lunch to
Dwork with you? Maybe
you go out to eat on your
lunch break, or you drive through
a fast food joint to grab a quick
bite. A lot of jobs give you a set
time for lunch. If you do not have
a set time you just eat when you
get hungry. What about cowboys?
When is their lunch break? Just
ask a cowboy that question and
they will probably laugh and tell
you- lunch comes when it's handy,
when you get to a stopping point,
or when all the work is done.

Many times ranch work takes
you miles from the nearest res-
taurant, so going out to eat is out
of the question. Sometimes the
work takes you miles from home,
S0 going home to eat is out of the
question as well. Cowboys are
quite versatile. They do not mind
if a meal is served out of the back
of a pickup. They do not mind if
lunch comesat11a.m., 12 p.m.or
1 p.m., just so they get to eat.

As aranch wife | get to prepare
food for the cowboys when we are
working cattle. Do not let that fool
you; that does not mean I'm ex-
empt from the work. It just means
I might skip out a little early to get
everything ready.

It's easiest to cook the night
before if possible and just keep
it in warmers, or if we're close to
home | can start a brisket early in
the morning so it's done at lunch
time. | absolutely love cooking
for a crew of cowboys. They are
always grateful, they tell you it
tastes great and they always say
thank you.

A couple of months ago we
branded a set of calves. Like al-
ways, we called on some of our
cowboy buddies to help. Along
with the help of my mother-in-
law, we prepared lunch for the
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crew. We did what we could the
evening before and finished up
what we could not that day. We
served ham, potato casserole,
macaroni and cheese, corn and
rolls along with apple pie and
brownies for dessert.

We have a great friend and fel-
low rancher and cowboy, Charlie
Stanford, who owns a chuck
wagon. He sets up during some
cowhboy gatherings nearby. It takes
hours for him to set up everything
and get ready to cook. It may be
100 degrees Fahrenheit outside
and standing over a hot fire just
makes it that much warmer, but
cowboys still have to eat. Many
folks would think it was too much
work for a meal that's devoured in
minutes. With all things cowboy,
it's not about what's easy, quick,
or convenient. It's about tradition,
hard work, and doing things the
right way.

We are lucky that in this day
and time we have modern con-
veniences such as coolers to
keep meat and other perishables
from spoiling, canned and bottled
drinks, canned foods, electricity,
pickups and so much more. Can
you just imagine trying to prepare
a meal for a bunch of hungry
cowboys in the old times before
all these handy tools?

Cowboys work hard. They
work long hours and work in all
types of weather. They are not
ones to complain. They are trust-
worthy, and without them ranch-
ing would not be the same. There-
fore, cowboys deserve a nice meal.
They deserve a few moments to
sit under a shade tree and enjoy a
big plate of food and maybe even
some cobbler or pie for dessert.
They deserve a few moments to
rest their horses, who have been
working equally as hard. @.

During annual cattle works,
ranch wives and cooks often
gather to prepare meals
for the cowboys. (Photo by
Tiffany Stanford)




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

AUGUST

AUGUST 29-SEPTEMBER 3
TULSA REINING CLASSIC,
Tulsa Expo Square. Tulsa, OK
74114. The Tulsa Reining Clas-
sic is an action-packed display
of equestrian skills at Tulsa Expo
Square. Watch cowboys and
cowgirls of all ages and abilities
compete in a variety of challeng-
ing events that will keep you on
the edge of your seat. See riders
guide horses through precise pat-
terns of circles, spins and stops at
speeds alternating between a slow
lope and a fast gallop. Cheer for
your favorites as professionals,
children, rookies and teams take
to the arena in this thrilling show.
Don't forget to check the on-site
Western trade show. For more
information, visit www.tulsarein-
ing.com.

SEPTEMBER

SEPT. 1-16

CHISHOLM TRAIL 150TH
ANNIVERSARY EXHIBIT,
Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage
Center. Enid, OK 73644. Cel-
ebrate the 150th anniversary of the
Chisholm Trail with an exciting
new exhibit at the Cherokee Strip
Regional Heritage Center in Enid.
Step inside the J.E. and L.E. Ma-
bee Foundation Gallery and learn
about the greatest of cattle trails.
Guests can also immerse them-
selves in the stories of the Trail as
they sit around the camp fire. Visi-
tors can enjoy a lonely cowboy's
tune while standing on the former
grand ole trail. Visit www.csrhc.
org for more information.

SEPT. 6

SOLA SALE, Sola Livestock
Market. Ada, OK 74821. Come
on out every Wednesday at 9 a.m.,
where we will be selling calves,
yearlings, bulls, pairs and cows.
For additional information, visit
www.solallc.com or call 580-436-
5033.
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SEPT. 6

ENLOW RANCH AUCTION,
Enlow Ranch. Tulsa, OK 74131.
Come on out to our monthly
auction. Enlow auction service
has more than 50 years of experi-
ence. Call 918-224-7676 for more
information.

SEPT. 7-17

AMERICAN MINIATURE
HORSE REGISTRY NATION-
AL SHOW, Tulsa Expo Square.
Tulsa, OK 74114. The American
Miniature Horse Registry and
American Shetland Pony Club
are bringing their National Show
to Tulsa’s Expo Square during a
ten day display of equestrian skills
in different classes and categories.
Don’t miss out on miniature horses
competing for awards in obstacle
driving, country pleasure driving
and much more at Tulsa’s Expo
Square. This prestigious event
features more than 1,500 horses,
making it the largest show of this
kind in the world. Visit www.shet-
landminiature.com for additional
information.
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LIVESTOCK GOMMISSION

CATTLE SALES « ORDER BUYING
PROFESSIONAL MARKETING ADVICE

= Your Partners

in the Cattle Business

NATIONAL LIVESTOCK offers cattle financing
at competitive interest rate and provides programs,
including special feedlot terms, that fit the needs of
today's cattle producer.

Jim Reynolds, President - 405-620-1560
Scott McCornack - 405-664-1489 Travis Reimer - 405-620-217
David Lawson - 405-823-2148 Russell Wells - 405-640-3791

OFFICE: 800-999-8998

Located at the Oklahoma National Stockyardy
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

s WV W W.NATIONALLIVESTOCK. COM
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SEPT. 8-9

WAGONER ANTIQUE TRAC-
TOR SHOW, Dunbar Park. Wag-
oner, OK 74467. Feast your eyes
on a huge assortment of antique
tractors and farm equipment at the
annual Wagoner Antique Tractor
Show. Featuring antique tractors
and gas engines that have been
renovated, this community-wide
event will entertain guests of all
ages. Other big draws include the
antique tractor pull, lawnmower
racing, blacksmithing demonstra-
tions and more. For more informa-
tion, call 918-214-5611.

SEPT. 8-9

WINE’N ON THE CHISHOLM
TRAIL, 828B W Main St. Dun-
can, OK 73533. Visit Duncan for
Wine'n on the Chisholm Trail.
This fun, two-day festival features
local Oklahoma wineries, artists,
food and vendors. Stop by Wine'n
on the Chisholm Trail to taste a
wide variety of Oklahoma wines
and enjoy live music. Visit www.
mainstreetduncan.net for more
information.

SEPT. 8-9

MUSTANG WESTERN DAYS,
1201 N Mustang Rd. Mustang, OK
73064. Mustang's Western Days
is held each year on the first full
weekend following Labor Day.
For more information on Mustang
Western Days, visit www.mus-
tangwesterndays.com.

SEPT. 9

PIEDMONT FOUNDERS’
DAY, Olde Town. Piedmont, OK
73078. Travel to the charming
town of Piedmont and celebrate
its 1903 founding at Piedmont
Founders' Day. Festivities include
a variety of food and craft booths,
a talent show, pony rides, an art
show and much more. Enjoy
indoor and outdoor activities or
come for the delicious cinnamon
rolls and Frito chili pie. For more
information visit www.piedmon-
tokfoundersday.org.
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SEPT. 9

WILEY POST FESTIVAL, 506
Williams St. Maysville, OK 73057.
Spend the day at the Wiley Post
Festival in Maysville, which pays
tribute to the famous aviator who
called the town his childhood
home. Bring out the whole family
for exciting activities like a scav-
enger hunt, a ping pong ball drop
and a one-mile fun run. Kids will
have plenty to do with games like
the water balloon and wet sponge
relay. For more information, call
405-867-4748.

SEPT. 12-17

CHISHOLM TRAIL 150TH
ANNIVERSARY CATTLE
DRIVE, Hwy 81. Pond Creek,
Jefferson, Medford & Renfro,
OK. Experience a Chisholm Trail
celebration unlike any other with
an authentic cattle drive. The event
kicks off on Sept. 12 in Pond
Creek, which is located just north
of Enid, and heads to Wichita,
Kansas, over the next 12 days.
The herd, which consists of 15 to
20 Longhorns and 80 to 85 steers,
will travel approximately 10 miles
per day and arrive at the next town
in the afternoon.

SEPT. 16

POLLARD FARMS SALE,
Pollard Ranch. Waukomis, OK
73773. Don’t miss out on a great
sale, where we will be selling 140
registered Angus lots. Sale starts
at 12 p.m. Call 580-758-1464 for
more information on the Pollard
Farms Sale.

SEPT. 18

A CROSS ANGUS SALE, H2
Sale Facility. Perkins, OK 74059.
Come on out to the complete and
total dispersal of the A Cross An-
gus Program on Sept. 18 at 11 a.m.
We will be selling spring pairs,
spring 2017 born calves, fall pairs
and fall yearling replacements.
Call Rance Long 918-510-3464
for more information on this com-
plete dispersal sale.
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SEPT. 23-24

WESTERN HERITAGE
WEEKEND, Downtown Dewey.
Dewey, OK 74029. Attend Dew-
ey's Western Heritage Weekend
to celebrate Oklahoma's early
beginnings with lots of activities
over two days including the Tom
Mix Festival, train rides, a pa-
rade, and a Wild West show. For
more information on the Western
Heritage Weekend, visit www.
westernheritageweekend.org.

SEPT. 23

ULTIMATE CALF ROPING,
Stephens County Fair & Expo
Center. Duncan, OK 73533.
Watch as ropers show off their
skill at the Ultimate Calf Roping,
held at the Stephens County Fair
& Expo Center in Duncan. The
best of the best will be on hand to
rope and tie as quickly as possible,
competing against each other's
times. See all the fast-paced action
of the Ultimate Calf Roping, and
cheer on your favorite ropers on
Sept. 23. Call 580-255-3231 for
more information on the Ultimate
Calf Roping.

SEPT. 23-24

WESTERN HERITAGE
WEEKEND, Downtown Dewey.
Dewey, OK 74029. Attend Dew-
ey's Western Heritage Weekend to
celebrate Oklahoma's early begin-
nings. For more information, visit
www.westernheritageweekend.
org.

SEPT. 28- OCT. 8

TULSA STATE FAIR, Tulsa
Expo Square. Tulsa, OK 74114.
Bring the whole family out for
Tulsa's largest annual event, the
Tulsa State Fair on Sept. 28- Oct.
8 and enjoy fun-filled, family
entertainment at its best. Visit
www.tulsastatefair.com for more
information.

SEPT. 29-OCT. 1
WESTERN DRESSAGE ASSO-
CIATION WORLD FINALS,
Lazy E Arena. Guthrie, OK 73044.
Come on out to the Western Dres-
sage Association World Finals at
the Lazy E Arena on Sept. 29- Oct.
1. For additional information,
email dini@westerndressageas-
sociation.org.
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Oklahoms

Indian Nations

efore modern-day agri-
Bculture, the Chickasaw

Nation was among the
many Oklahoma Indian Nations
who considered their agricultural
practices a part of their heritage
as well as crucial to their survival.
Agricultural practices are among
the many cultural traditions that
the Chickasaw Nation hopes to
pass down to future generations.

“Farming and agriculture has
always been an important as-
pect of Chickasaw culture,” said
Chickasaw Nation Governor
Bill Anoatubby. “Ranching be-
came important to the Chickasaw
people when we came to live in
Indian Territory, which is now
Oklahoma.”

After the Chickasaws left their
homeland east of the Mississippi
on July 4, 1837, they relocated
in Indian Territory, present-day
Oklahoma. There, the Chickasaw
Nation rebuilt their community—
homes, farms, businesses, church-
es and schools.

“Despite numerous challenges
and occasional setbacks, our
Chickasaw people continued to
create new ways to protect and
manage the new lands and water
and to protect wildlife and natural
resources,” according to Tony
Choate, Chickasaw Nation Media
Relations executive officer. “In-
frastructure sprang up out of the
land, connecting towns and creat-
ing new roads. Industry and com-
merce became a way of life.”

Nearly 20 years after their
removal, the Chickasaw Nation
developed their own constitution
in 1856— a successful constitu-
tion, said Jeanie Barbour, Chicka-
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Chickacaw Nation

By Laci Jones

saw Nation creative development
director. The constitution was
established at Good Spring, now
Tishomingo, Okla., where they
established their own territory.
Rather than selecting a chief, the
Chickasaw Nation chose a gov-
ernor to serve as the “supreme
executive power.”

“Once we had a government,
we had families that set up home-
steads and we started to build
infrastructure,” added Barbour.
“Post offices came into play and
we had law enforcement.”

While it was a long process,
the Chickasaw Nation was suc-
cessful in re-establishing their
nation in Indian Territory, Barbour
explained. When the Civil War
erupted, the Chickasaw Nation
sided with the South due to fam-
ily and economic connections,
she added.

“| think there were maybe 500
Chickasaws who became refugees
because they fought with the
North,” Barbour said. “For the
most part, we supported the South,
and after the Civil War we paid for
that collusion with the South. That
led into the dissolution, eventu-
ally, of the tribal government as
we knew it.”

The Chickasaw families con-
tinued to practice Chickasaw
culture and spoke the language,
a tradition that continues among
some members today.

Prior to the development of the
Chickasaw Nation Constitution,
several schools were established
by the Chickasaw Nation. Most
of the teachers were Chickasaw
Indians.

These schools taught reading,

writing, English, Latin, biology,
geometry, music and sacred stud-
ies as well as agriculture. In fact,
agriculture and ranching were
among the main contributors to
the nation’s economy prior to
Oklahoma’s statehood.

Chickasaw citizens worked the
land or leased acreage to non-cit-
izen tenants who grew corn, oats
or cotton. Lumber, mostly walnut
trees, was harvested to produce
furniture and gun stocks, which
were sold in the United States and
to industries in Germany.

Chickasaw land was also used
for large cattle ranches run by
both Chickasaws and non-citizens.
Several cattle trails crossed the
territory including the Chisholm
Trail. Even after the allotment of
tribal land at the turn of the 20th
century, beef cattle remained an
important economic resource to
the Chickasaw Nation as well as
the region.

“Many of our families really re-
lied on the agricultural enterprises
for income, and it was primarily
from the production of beef for
market,” Barbour added. “Most
cattle ranchers also farmed, and
they produced crops not only for
consumption but for market as
well, which was a way of diver-
sifying. They had food for cash
crop, but they depended on the
cattle for their livelihood.”

Barbour said cotton was the
biggest agricultural crop during
this era, but wheat and rye were
also grown in the area. Cotton
mills were in most towns and
owned by the Chickasaw people.
The economy also depended on
the railroads to transport crops as

well as oil from the area.

Oklahoma agriculture changed
by the 21st century. While the
Chickasaw Nation does not de-
pend primarily on agriculture,
they remain involved through
leasing the Chickasaw Ranch near
Davis, Okla., to cattle producers.
The Chickasaw Nation is also a
strong supporter of agricultural
education.

“What | think is important is
really teaching others about some
of the traditional ways that we
used to develop agriculture, be-
cause we’ve been agriculturists for
many, many hundreds of years,”
Barbour said.

The Chickasaw Nation Cul-
tural Resources Department works
with anthropologists and archae-
ologists to study these practices.
The department has quite a bit
of knowledge, and they share
these practices to visitors of the
Chickasaw Nation Cultural Center
in Sulphur, Okla.

“As a matrilineal society, it’s
interesting to note that most of
the agricultural pursuits were con-
ducted by women,” she added. “It
was primarily a woman’s activity
and her contribution to the tribe
other than childbearing. They
were agriculturists, and the men
would go out and hunt whatever
game was available in the area.”

The cultural center has a tra-
ditional garden where they hold
classes and give demonstrations
of these farming methods. These
demonstrations are held each day
during the summer months, Bar-
bour said.

One of the methods called “The
See CHICKASAW page 45
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“The Chickasaw Rancher” is a feature film produced by the Chickasaw Nation about the true story of Montford Johnson. This film is the third

feature film the Chickasaw Nation has produced. (Photo courtesy of the Chickasaw Nation)

Continued from page 44

Chickacaw

Three Sisters,” where corn, beans
and squash were planted together,
inspired a two-week celebration to
share old farming practices with
the public. This festival takes
place each March and celebrates
these practices and the rebirth of
spring.

The Chickasaw Nation also has
a horticulture program where they
supplement fruits and vegetables
to senior citizen programs as well
as other programs.

“It's really kind of nice because
we also have a program in which
young people are provided with
jobs,” Barbour added. “Many of
our young people are interested
in going into the horticulture pro-
gram for the summer and learning
not only these older traditions, but
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what can be done today, modern
practices for farming.”

Another avenue of agriculture
education is through the Chicka-
saw Nation film and video pro-
gram. The Chickasaw Nation is
producing motion pictures includ-
ing “The Chickasaw Rancher,”
which tells the stories of important
Chickasaw figures throughout
history.

“We are making a movie about
Montford Johnson because he has
a very compelling story,” Anoa-
tubby said. “He was a Chickasaw
who had it very, very tough all of
his life. It wasn’t an easy life for
him, but he built a ranch so large
it covered almost all of central
Oklahoma. Montford became
friends with Jesse Chisholm and

worked alongside him as he built
his ranching operation.

“This story is about the Chicka-
saw Rancher, but from a broader
perspective, we are talking about
the Chickasaw Nation. This is
more than an entertainment piece.
We are educating people about the
history of the Chickasaw Nation
and its connection with what is
now Oklahoma and our role in
history in general.

“Montford Johnson’s story is
also the story of the Chickasaw
Nation. He went through tough
times. He was able to stand up
against adversities. He became a
success in spite of difficult times.
He understood the importance
of working together with those
around him. This is a perfect

story to tell about the Chickasaw
Nation.”

This is the third feature film the
Chickasaw Nation has produced.
The film is currently in post-
production and should be released
in 2018, Barbour explained.

“We are very excited about the
work that we do here as the Chick-
asaw Nation,” Barbour concluded.
“I'm personally very excited about
the projects that we plan in the
future in the areas of film and
documentary. We have big things
planned for the future.”

For additional information
on “The Chickasaw Rancher,”
visit www.chickasawrancher.
com. For more information on
the Chickasaw Nation, visit www.
chickasaw.net. (.
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By Jan Sikes

toka, OKla., is a sleepy lit-
tle town with a population
of about 3,000 situated

in the southeastern corner of the
state. But what occurred on Labor
Day weekend in 1975 changed it
forever. It is now known as the
home of Oklahoma’s Woodstock
music festival.

On a recent visit to the Atoka
Museum and Civil War Cemetery,
I found a modest display com-
memorating an event that was
destined to never happen again.

So, what went wrong? Well,
I think it would be easier to list
what went right rather than what
went wrong.

The music artists who per-
formed at this festival were some
of the top names around at that
time. Willie Nelson, Waylon Jen-
nings, Freddy Fender, David Allan
Coe, Jerry Jeff Walker, Jerry Lee
Lewis, Jessi Colter, Hoyt Axton,
Larry Gatlin, Freddy Weller,
Johnny Duncan, Red Stegall and
many more provided the enter-
tainment.

A very young Reba McEntire
performed two songs, “San Anto-
nio Rose” and “Invitation to the
Blues.” The next year, McEntire
signed with Mercury records and
began her journey on the road to
a long and successful career. The
Atoka Museum has a great McEn-
tire display worth seeing.

That’s a stellar lineup, and
there is no disputing that the music
part of the event was comparable
to none other except perhaps Wil-
lie Nelson’s famed Fourth of July
Picnics.
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The promoters had cleared the
land with a bulldozer and laid
miles of irrigation pipe to water
grass seed that never came up.
The stage looked across a bowl-
shaped area of dry, red Oklahoma
dirt they believed would easily
accommodate the concert-goers.
Local carpenters were hired to
build a partially covered stage, 10
feet tall by 68 feet long.

A 12-foot stockade fence was
built down both sides of the stage
to protect the performers and pro-
vide a restricted backstage area.
About 200 Porta-Potties were
ordered and a large water tank
erected to provide lake water for
open air showers and to combat
the Oklahoma heat. Tickets were
printed and promoters advertised
heavily.

Law enforcement arrange-
ments were made with the Atoka
and Coal County Sheriff’s Depart-
ments and they were backed up by
65 private security guards and 27
highway patrol units.

They were ready, but the esti-
mated 50,000 to 150,000 people
who flocked to the festival, deter-
mined to create a country music
version of Woodstock, were a big
problem. Atoka residents were
more than concerned about the
strange, long-haired, half-naked
people high on drugs coming to
town. Some even hid and took
up arms.

The Hells Angels motorcycle
gang made an appearance, and
one of them was reported to be
pulling a coffin on wheels behind
his motorcycle. Rumor had it that

the coffin was being used as an
ice chest, but someone walking by
reported it still had its satin lining
and a man sleeping in it. They set
up camp by the stage and acted
as security.

Ron McKeown, editor and pho-
tographer of “Buddy,” the Origi-
nal Texas Music Magazine said,
“l went up in a '69 VW camper
and stayed about 72 hours. | knew
most of the crew who were work-
ing the stage so | parked directly
behind it. Buddy’s promotions
director Jay Jones became the
stage manager so | had run off the
stage, but as it turned out, | found
the most interesting photos and
stories out in this mixture of locals
and some scantily clad hippies.

It started out hot and dusty
as hell. Then a monsoon came.
Bedrolls were soaked, the tents sat
mired in the red muck, but amaz-
ingly most of the crowd stayed. |
had a great time, but | was one of
the lucky ones who didn't have to
walk back to my car after 48 hours
[at the festival.]

Ray Wylie Hubbard and I
walked up on stage about 9 a.m.,
after the music died down, as it
was being dismantled. We saw
this one guy under his tent as the
cleanup crew began to sort beer
cans from the other trash left
behind.”

The 1,500 hundred acres that
had been cleared and readied for
the concert lay covered in trash
and human waste.

The water tank had been
knocked over as well as many of
the Porta-Potties.

There were reports of drug
overdoses, prostitution, nudity,
heat strokes and even one stabbing
incident.

The overall take on this event,
at least for the locals, was one of
great distaste, while the party-
goers had a great time.

The music was the shining as-
pect of this event. Willie Nelson
was the last to perform on August
30 and he played until 3 a.m.
It was said that he would have
continued if the stage crew hadn’t
been beyond exhaustion.

Another historical aspect of
this event came from David Al-
lan Coe. A member of the Florida
Outlaws biker club, Coe wore his
biker colors and rode his motor-
cycle onto the stage. He claims
that the term we so commonly
hear today, “Outlaw Country,”
was born at that moment.

Sunday morning, the Singing
Pierot Family of Durant, Okla.,
was invited to provide devotional
time.

The crowd booed and threw
beer cans at the stage until Wil-
lie Nelson walked out and joined
them in singing gospel tunes. The
atmosphere immediately turned
and silenced the hecklers.

So, while there may never be
a repeat of Atoka 48 Hours, the
stories still abound.

If you have an opportunity to
stop in at the Atoka Museum on
Highway 69 and chat with the
museum curator, Cindy Donovan
Wallis, you’ll hear some of those
tales recounted while you view
the display.®.
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A Cowman’'s Best Friend at Culving Time!
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Designed for Processing Safety.
- Enables quick and safe calf catching!

- Convenient, step in access of producer!
- Holder secures calf for easy processing!
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can now SAFELY und EASILY
process calves without concern
of the protective mother cow!

- User-friendly inside release of calf to cow!

- Move calves easier with cow following!

- Less cow stress, mother can see and smell calf!
- Reduces danger while working new calves!

- Quick Mount/Dismount on both ATV & UTVs!

Doyle Smith, OK - “Your calf catcher has greatly
improved our safety while tending newborn
calves. We never have to worry about being
blindsided by an overly protective mother. We
even lead cows to the pens using their captive
baby. | am near 70 and have had several close
calls before purchasing the Calf Catcher.”

Michael Hornecker, WY - “I wish | had found
out about the Safety Zone Calf Catchers years aqgo.
No more rushing to get a calf doctored or tagged
before the cow gets on the fight. | work by myself
and this has made my job a lot safer.”

\ tch action video at /‘//f Bar 4 Ranch, TX - "We love our Calf Catcher!

b |f¢l:lt¢he|'5.¢:°m o people or animals have been hurt. The cows

_.___suietv zoneCd to order, ——p=are more calm because they can see & smell the

- For local dealers of da calves going to the pairs pasture. It is really a
TR call 811 '09'“ W Y one-man job now!”
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y 1872, G.W. Miller fo-
B cused on building his cat-

tle empire, making trips to
central Texas to purchase Long-
horn cattle and driving them north
on the trails to the booming cow
town of Baxter Springs, Kan.

His family resided in Newto-
nia, Mo., near Indian Territory,
where his wife Molly took care
of the family and ran the family’s
general store and grocery with
her brother George Carson. In
June 1875, Molly gave birth to
their daughter Alma Miller. Three
years later on the 33rd anniversary
of John Wilkes Booth’s death,
Zachary “Zack” Taylor Miller
was born.

As G.W.’s cattle business grew,
he began to “scale back” his assets
in Newtonia, Mo., according to
Michael Wallis in “The Real Wild
West.” G.W. had a ranch in Indian
Territory. The headquarters for the
LK ranch were located about five
miles north of his and partner Lee
Kokernut’s cattle ranch near pres-
ent-day Miami, Okla., according
to Ellsworth Collings in the book
“The 101 Ranch.” Being located
near Baxter Springs allowed G.W.
and Kokernut to finish their cattle
on the pastures before shipping
them to Kansas City. With driv-
ing about 25,000 head of cattle
over the trails each year, the ranch
eventually could not support the
large herds of cattle.

“The herds ranging from 1,000
to 1,500 were driven up a day’s
journey apart in order to insure
adequate water and grass and to
avoid stampedes,” wrote grand-
daughter Alma Miller England in
the book ‘The 101 Ranch.’

G.W. leased two large pas-

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

tures—60,000 acres of grazing
land—in the famous Cherokee
Strip from the Cherokee Nation
in 1879. One of the pastures was
located south of Hunnewell, Kan.,
known as Deer Creek Ranch, and
the other was known as Salt Fork
River located near present day
Lamont, Okla.

“The Salt Fork Ranch was Col-
onel Miller’s main headquarters,
since all branding was done at this
ranch,” Collings wrote. “When the
first barbed wire fence was built
in the Cherokee Strip in 1880 to
enclose an extensive pasturage
on the Deer Creek Ranch, it was
Colonel Miller who built it.”

G.W. paid two cents per acre
for grazing rights. The head-
quarters at the Salt Fork Ranch
included a three-room log cabin
with a dirt roof, a horse corral, a
branding pen and chute, storage
for corn and a horse barn with a
hay roof, according to Collings.

It became apparent that G.W.
needed to relocate his family to
be closer to the ranch. In the fall
of 1880, he sold the general store,
and the family moved to Baxter
Springs, Kan. G.W. bought out
Kokernut’s livestock and equip-
ment at their LK Ranch. He then
uprooted his family again to Win-
field, Kan., to be closer to the Salt
Fork Ranch headquarters.

“In Winfield, he and his wife
were in the forefront of society
and cowboys coming up the trails
were charmed with the open
southern hospitality of the Miller
home,” Collings wrote. “With a
generosity typical of him, Miller
instructed the Provident Associa-
tion of Winfield to take care of the
See 101 page 50

ATTRACTIONS "Wl

101 Ranch

BRANDING OF THE 101

By Laci Jones

Molly Miller had four living children—Joe, Alma, Zack and George.
(Courtesy photo)

The Miller home in Newtonia, Mo. (Courtesy photo)
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Continued from page 49

101

poor by giving orders for beef to
supply their wants from the meat
market he had established.”

In September 1881, Molly
gave birth to their youngest son
George Lee Kokernut Miller who
was named after G.W. and Kok-
ernut. No longer in partnership
with Kokernut, G.W. needed to
create a new brand for his cattle
enterprise.

A common misconception is
the 101 brand was created by the
thousands of acres the Millers
owned, but the Millers did not own
101,000 acres when the brand was
created. The creation of the three
numbers so well-known today
is not definite, but three theories
exist.

One of the versions is G.W.
purchased the 101 brand from the

101 Ranch Company operating
near present day Kenton, Okla.
This ranch relocated to Amarillo,
Texas in 1891, and G.W. pur-
chased cattle in the dispersement.
However, he had already been
using the 101 brand for more than
a decade.

The second version comes
from G.W.’s son George Miller.
According to George, his dad
purchased a small ranch called
the Bar-O-Ranch near the Salt
Fork Ranch.

Cattle were branded with
—O— and G.W. liked the sim-
plicity of the brand. He turned the
bars upright to read 101 and was
called “the hundred and one.”

The third and “most colorful”
version was told by his sons Joe
and Zack Miller. Miller was buy-

THERE’S NO LIMIT ON

AnEw -

50 | SEPTEMBER 2017

ing cattle near San Antonio in
1881, where there was a saloon lo-
cated at 101 East Second Street.

“The owner chose not to invest
much time in picking a name for
his establishment, and merely
appropriated the street address,
calling his saloon ‘The Hundred
and One,”” Wallis wrote.

A wooden sign with “101”
scrawled across it hung above the
door. One night before heading
north to Kansas, the cowboys
went to the saloon and caused a
ruckus.

According to Fred Gibson,
author of the book “The Fabulous
Empire,” Zack Miller told Gibson
it took four trips and half of the
town police to remove the cow-
boys from the 101. The following
morning, Miller paid for all the

i
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CONCHO « CL[N‘IONQCANTON = WATONGA
CONCHO TRAVEL CENTER « HAMMON TRAVEL CENTER

damages made by the cowboys.

According to Gid Guthrie, the
Miller’s trail boss, G.W. later took
out an iron with 101 and told the
cowboys, “I’ve bought out that
iron. We’ll brand 101 this time.
Before I’m done, | aim to make
this tough crew so sick of the
sight of them figures they’ll ride
a ten-mile circle around town to
keep from reading that honkytonk
signboard.”

Regardless of how the brand
was created, the 101 brand would
eventually become an empire far
beyond the cattle business.

References:

Wallis, Michael. “Real Wild
West.”

Collings, Ellsworth, Mill-
er England, Alma. “The 101
Ranch.” ®@.
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OKLAHOMA STATE PARKS

Sitets s

,u

ucked away in southeastern

I Oklahoma lies a state park

known for its recreational

opportunities. With 110 miles of

shoreline, Hugo Lake State Park

is a popular state park for cabin
rentals.

Conveniently located less than
10 minutes from Hugo, Okla.,
Hugo Lake State park was estab-
lished in the 1960s. The Kiamichi
River and the building of the Hugo
Lake Dam helped form Hugo
Lake, an 8,000-acre lake. The
construction on the dam began in
October 1967 and was completed
in 1974, costing approximately
$37 million.

The state park has long hiking
trails for visitors to enjoy the na-
ture of southeastern Oklahoma. A
marina is also located at the state
park. The Hugo Lake State Park
Marina has more than 50 slips
and a store for essentials. 24-foot
pontoon boats can be rented first
come, first serve at the marina for
four or seven hours.

Hugo Lake State Park is known
for its fishing opportunities with
sand bass, crappie, catfish and
more. Fishing tournaments are
frequently held at the state park.
If visitors do not have a fishing
license, it can also be purchased
at the marina.

The state park offers 16 resort
cabins. Each of these resort cabins
has two-bedrooms with a full-size
kitchen, dishes, pots and pans,
utensils, coffee maker and a mi-
crowave. The size of bed provided
varies among the cabins. Visitors
also have access to a television
with Dish Network and a view of
the lake from the deck.

The resort cabins can be re-
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By Laci Jones

Hugo Lake State Park, located near Hugo, Okla., is known for its recreational activities. (Photo by Michael

Barera)

served for Monday through Thurs-
day for $115 per night, or Friday
through Sunday as well as holi-
days for $140 per night excluding
tax. Visitors may receive a full
refund for cancellation if notified
five days prior to the reservation
date, according to the Hugo Lake
State Park website.

Hugo Lake State Park also of-
fers primitive cabins for those who
prefer their stay to be less-modern.
These seven cabins are furnished
with a screened back porch, fire-
place, full bath and heating and
air conditioning. These can be re-
served for $55 per night excluding
tax. For $40 per night, visitors can
stay in one of the three primitive
cabins without a full bath. Visitors

need to supply their own linens for
these cabins.

Pets are allowed in the cabins
for $10 per pet per day. However,
the pets need to be on a leash at all
times. Hugo Lake State Park also
offers tent camping sites for those
who do not wish to stay in a cabin.
Visitors can stay at one of these 10
sites for $10 per night

For larger events, the state
park also provides the Hospital-
ity House & Training Center,
the Gazebo, the kitchen and the
pavilions. The center includes
four bedrooms, three-and-a-half
bathrooms, large kitchen, dining
area, sitting room and a meeting
room. This center can be reserved
with a deposit of $150.

“The kitchen is the best alterna-
tive to a cabin-equipped Kitchen,”
according to the website. “With
two full ranges, two refrigerator
freezers and two sinks, the com-
munity kitchen offers all you need
for a large gathering.”

The kitchen has air condition-
ing and heat and is equipped
with pots, pans and utensils. The
kitchen can be rented for $45 per
day. The two pavilions are used
for large, outdoor events. The pa-
vilions have four picnic tables and
a large grill. These can be rented
for $35 per day.

For more information on Hugo
Lake State Park, call 580-326-
0303 or visit www.hugolake-
statepark.com. (.
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The common sunflower is
often found in disturbed
areas. (Photos courtesy of the
Noble Research Institute) “‘*

By Josh Gaskamp, Noble Research Institute wildlife and range consultant / jagaskamp@noble.org
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PLANT ID KEY
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haracteristics: Common sunflower

is an annual, warm-season forb native

to North America. It can occasion-
ally grow taller than 12 feet high in moist,
nutrient-rich soils, but commonly reaches five
to 10 feet tall.

Widely branching, thick green stems are
covered with stiff white hairs making it rough
to the touch. Leaves can vary in shape from
plant to plant, but leaves may also vary as a
plant matures.

New leaves are often lanceolate and become
heart-shaped when mature. Leaves are also
coarse like sandpaper as the upper and lower
surfaces are covered in stiff hairs. The upper
stems end in an inflorescence made up of many
ray and disk flowers from July to August. Of-
ten mistaken as a single flower, this structure
rotates to face the sun throughout the day.

Area of Importance: In Oklahoma, the
common sunflower is often found in disturbed
areas. It can tolerate poor soils with low
moisture. On recently disturbed ground, it
can form very tall, dense thickets. Abandoned
crop fields, vacant lots, fence lines, and along
roadsides and railroads are easy places to spot
the common sunflower. Many producers may
also find sunflowers where cattle have trampled
in and around residual hay from a previous
bale placement.
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Attributes: Common sunflower is the
source of many horticultural varieties of edible
and ornamental plants. There are many special-
ized and hybrid varieties that create different
bloom sizes, stalk heights and seed yields.
Common sunflower is currently receiving lots
of attention from seed companies because of
its value as a crop, value to game animals and
pollinators and benefits to soil health.

In spring and summer, common sunflower
is food for deer and other wildlife. In late sum-
mer and fall, common sunflower produces an
abundance of seed as a food source for birds
and small mammals.

Many wildlife managers plant sunflower
in wildlife plots for dove, quail and turkey.
Since common sunflower is a native annual
plant, replanting is usually not necessary after
initial planting. Where sunflowers have previ-
ously been established, agricultural producers
and land managers can disk or till thoroughly
to two inches deep in January, and sunflowers
will typically emerge in spring.

In spring and summer, sunflower can also
serve as a desired food for livestock. Live-
stock producers typically manage for grass,
leaving little bare ground for sunflowers to
germinate, but where sunflowers do appear,
cattle will seek them out and strip the leaves
off of them. ®.
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Secure Portable Storage and Specialty Containment ™

Peace of Mind
on Your Next Big Project

I

* The right size for your project.
» The right price for your budget.

» Delivered where you need it and
picked up when you’re finished.

Secure. Affordable. Convenient.

To learn more, contact your local Mobile Mini
branch or visit us at www.mobilemini.com.

12044 E. Pine St. 14120 S. Meridian
Tulsa, OK 74116 OKC, OK 73173
918-879-1176 405-814-1300

WE OFFER FINANCING!

DKLAHOMA
RAILER

- We offer a full line of livestock,
_living quart nd horse ftrailers

AT Dt R oA
810343 S. Hwy 177, Carney, OK ¥
405-865-2700 * oklahomatrailerranch.com

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

ASCO EQUIPMENT

NOW A PROUD DEALER OF

THE WORLD'’S
NUMBER 1
SELLING
TRACTOR,

MAHINDRA.

POWERTRAIN

WARRANTY _

5 st

2900 Henry S. Grace Fwy, Wichta Falls
940-687-2/26 = ascoredpower.com

Mahindra

Iractors
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CALL 940-872-2076 TO PLACE YOURS

AUCTION FOR SALE LIVESTOCK

MCALESTERUNION STOCKYARDS-
Regular sale every Tuesday. 10 a.m.
Calves & Yearlings. 6 p.m. Cows & Bulls.
918-423-2834. mcalesterstockyards.
com

WAURIKA LIVESTOCK
COMMISSION COMPANY- Cattle
sale every Tuesday, 9 a.m. Waurika,
OK. 940-631-6003

VERNON LIVESTOCK MARKET-
Cattle sale Tuesdays at 11 a.m. www.
vernonlivestockmarket.com. 940-
552-6000.

ENLOW TRACTOR
AUCTION-Auction first
Wednesday of every month. Go
to Enlow66.com for a list of
equipment available.

SOUTHERN OKLAHOMA
LIVESTOCK AUCTION- Regular
sale every Wednesday. Ada, OK. 580-
436-5033. www.solallc.com.

1D 6
Y =ty
ADCTION & SALES 0.

Elgin, Oklahoma

Office: 580-492-5260
Cell 580-591-2719

Specializing in Real Estate &
Farm/Ranch Equipment

Billy Bridges, Auctioneer
Texas Lic. # AUCTNR-9049

www.bridgesauction.com

GALYEAN STOCK TRAILERS- The
ONLY livestock trailers built GOOD
enough to put GoBob’s name on them
1-844-284-4208. GoBobRanch.com

SAM'S BEST BUYS- In business 73
years. A family owned surplus farm-
type store established in 1945. We
offer department store quality goods,
personal service and real bargains.
Quality gift ideas for less. We would
like to earn your business. Please
like us on Facebook. Also see us
on YP.com and YouTube. We carry
ropes, tarps, gloves, rubber knee
boots, farmer overalls, coveralls,
rainwear, men’s big and tall to 10XL.
Brands: Williamson, Dickies, Big
Smith, Hi-Visibility, Walls, Key,
Round House FRC (Fire retardant
clothing). 2409 South Agnew Ave.,
OKC, OK. Close to Stock Yards. 405-
636-1486. 09c

GOBOB CATTLE GUARDS- Built
from 100 percent new steel. Get guards
that hold up to semis and cement
trucks. Be sure to ask about our custom
options. Call 844-284-4208 or visit
www.GoBobRanch.com.

PEARSON LIVESTOCK
EQUIPMENT- Manual Working
Chutes, hydraulic working chutes,
adjustable alleys, headgates, sweep tubs,
Tru-Test scales and custom systems.
G-Bar Livestock Equipment, Henrietta,
TX 800-831-0567. Wichita Livestock
Sales, Wichita Falls, TX 940-541-2222.

OKFR CLASSIFIEDS-Ad
enhancements available including
boxes, pictures, clipart, shading
and logos. Call Kathy Miller at 940-
872-2076 for more information.

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

777 CHAROLAIS RANCH- Registered
bulls for sale. Large selection Commander
bloodline. Also do custom hay baling
with hay for sale. Call Jim Lemmons
at 580-276-8052 or Bud Lemmons 580-
276-7534. 08-10p

FOR SALE- Polled Hereford Bulls.
Excellent bulls, low birth weight. 18-20
months old. Don Smith 405-232-6614,
405-789-2631. Cell 405-348-0123. n/c

REAL ESTATE

GET REAL ESTATE RESULTS-
with Bobby Norris Real Estate. Call
to list your property 817-626-2000 or
browse our available listings at www.
bobbynorris.com.

WEST OF SEYMOUR, TX- 2,246+/-
acre property bordering the historic
Waggoner Ranch. The farmland is
highly productive and can provide the
wheat pasture you need to supplement
the 1,336 acres of native grassland.
There are several grain bins on the
farm. The pastureland with wet weather
creeks and ponds provides great wildlife
habitat. Water is provided by four wells
and a Baylor County Water District
tap. Clift Land Brokers. 806-355-9856.
CliftLandBrokers.com.

BRUSHY CREEK RANCH- Located
in northeast Young County 3.5 miles
southwest of Markley. The property is
heavily wooded with oaks. Improvements
on the property are two metal barns,
metal livestock working pens, barbed
wire perimeter, cross fence and electricity.
The seller is willing to sell the west 210
+/- acres separately. Call Turner Country
Properties 940-636-7039.
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PARTING SHOT

Guide you Home...

In early July, photographer Kathie Freeman went out to take pictures at Lake Hefner in Oklahoma City. Lake Hefner is known for
its sailing opportunities, and many visitors were enjoying this summer evening by the lake. While it was warm, she said the photos

were worth the heat. (Photo by Kathie Freeman)
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FARM & RANCH REALTY

5240 Camp Bowie Blvd. Fort Worth, TX 76107 | 817-626-2000
2412 Fort Worth Hwy., Weatherford, TX 76087 | 817-599-8499
1700 N.Travis St,. Suite D, Sherman, TX 75092 | 903-421-0403

BOBEY NORRIA

www.bobbynorris.com | Licensed in Texas and Oklahoma il .'-'
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= =\ "}-‘ Bobby Norris, 817-291-0759
e == Pete Rehm, 940-682-8825
: Larry Porter, 817-597-8699
Gabe Webster, 817-204-3452
Ti Goldthwaite, 817-266-5501
Jennifer Barefoot, 214-923-1030
Sara Brazelton, 214-213-4210
Tom Moore, 903-821-1232
Lori Dugdale, 817-296-8732
John Montgomery, 817-475-8535
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