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The highly-anticipated 
“Smokin’ in the Pines” 
Bugs and BBQ Festival 
is set to sizzle this Friday 

and Saturday, Sept. 20-21, 
bringing mouth-watering 
barbecue, live music, a 
VW Bug Show and family-

friendly fun to Perry.
This year’s festival will 

be the biggest yet, with 
more than 100  vendors -- 

including 10 food trucks 
and approximately 90 
booths selling arts, crafts, 
customized hand-made or 
homemade goods.

Hosted at Forest Capital 
Park, the Smokin’ in the 
Pines BBQ Festival will 
feature 34 of the best BBQ 
pitmasters from across 
the region, showcasing 
their skills and competing 
for top honors in several 
categories, including ribs, 
brisket, pulled pork and 
chicken.

In addition to the BBQ 
competition, the festival 
will feature a red-hot 
musical lineup with live 
performances from regional 
bands and artists, a colorful 
Volkswagen Bug Show 
showcasing vintage VW 

Bugs, buses, Karmen Ghias 
and more, as well as a Kids’ 
Fun Zone with games, 
face painting and other 
activities.

The two-day event will 
feature an exciting array 
of artists, promising an 
unforgettable experience for 
music lovers of all genres, 
including: the Michael 
Miller Band, Bryan James, 
Whiskey Heart, Jamey 
King, Madden Metcalf, 
Fallen Timber, Clay Booker 
and King Cotton with Tony 
Young,

No tickets are needed, as 
the live music event is free 
to attend

However, a $12 ticket is 
needed to participate in the 
“People’s Choice” pulled 
pork BBQ judging contest. 
There will only be a limited 
number available, which can 
be purchased online (www.
smokininthepinesbbq.com) 
or at the gate until sold out.

Festival-goers will have 
the opportunity to sample 
a variety of delicious BBQ 
offerings, along with other 
culinary delights from local 
food vendors, including 
sweet, spicy and tangy 
BBQ.

There will also be cooking 
competitions, a Kid’s Que 
Grillmaster competition, 
a marketplace with local 
crafts and vendors, and 
plenty of opportunities 
to meet and mingle with 
fellow BBQ enthusiasts.

“We’re thrilled to bring 
the community together 
for this celebration of great 
food, music, VW Bugs and 
lots of fun,” said Dawn 
Perez, coordinator of the 
Smokin in the Pines BBQ 
Festival. “This event is all 
about enjoying amazing 
barbecue, supporting local 
businesses and creating 
lasting memories with 
family and friends.”

In addition to finger and 
face painting, there will be 

a “bubble station” for the 
kids, who can also compete 
in a “Kidz Que” cooking 
contest (hamburgers and 
chicken).

Among the items offered 
by vendors will be: jewelry, 
wood crafts, customized 
items, Scentsy, baked 
goods, handmade dresses, 
leather and cowhide items, 
pet items and grooming 
services, plush toys, BBQ 
sauces, hot sauces, dry rubs, 
crochet items, novelty kids 
toys, freeze dried snacks, 
metal yard art, handmade 
soaps and lotions, ceramics, 
candles and more.
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Bugs, BBQ and more this weekend

This year’s festival will be the biggest yet, with more 
than 100  vendors -- including 10 food trucks and 
approximately 90 booths selling arts, crafts, customized 
hand-made or homemade goods.

You can help judge the “People’s Choice” pulled pork 
contest beginning at 12:30 p.m. on Saturday.

Sample competitive-level BBQ and then vote for your 
favorite.

But, you better buy one of the $12 tickets early because 
they are limited and sell out fast!

You are the judge in 
the People’s Choice

Sample competitive-level BBQ and then vote for your 
favorite in the “People’s Choice.”

Openings remain for the 
2024 Kid’s Que Contest at 
the Smokin’ in the Pines 
BBQ Festival.

Those interested in 
entering their child are 
asked to call the Perry-
Taylor County Chamber of 
Commerce at (850) 584-
5366 by Friday afternoon. 
Space is limited.

The contest will begin at 
3 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 
23. The entry fee is $15. 
The age categories are 6-11 
(hamburger) and 12-15 
(chicken). Cash prizes will 
be awarded.

Contestants are are asked 
to bring their own utensils 
and seasonings. Grills and 
meat will be provided.

The festival will feature 
34 of the best BBQ 
pitmasters from across 
the region, showcasing 
their skills and competing 
for top honors in several 
categories, including ribs, 
brisket, pulled pork and 
chicken.

Still time 
to enter 
Kids’ Que

Kid’sKid’s
FunFun
ZoneZone

The Smokin’ in the Pines 
BBQ Festival’s Kid’s Fun 
Zone will be open Saturday, 
Sept. 21, beggining at 
11 a.m. and will feature 
outdoor games, bounce 
houses, bubble station, face 
painting, finger painting 
and more. 

Admission is free, and 
the community to come out 
to Forest Capital Park.

www.facebook.com/sarahscottrealtorgbre
www.mybcfcu.com
www.mybcfcu.com
www.smokininthepinesbbq.com
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It will be high cotton in 
Perry this weekend -- King 
Cotton will be making its 
comeback on Saturday, 
Sept. 21, at the annual 

Smokin’ in the Pines BBQ 
Festival.

It’s been 11 years since 
lead singer Tony Young, 
upright bassist Todd Bevis, 

and drummer Tom Corbett 
played music together in 
King Cotton – a band they 
helped form in 1996. 

All three graduated from 
Lincoln High School, have 
been friends for decades 
and share a passion for 
music and the North Florida 
outdoors. 

The group will have a 
new guitarist this go around 
in Stuart Ledbetter, a fellow 
red hills native whom 
Young and Corbett recently 
played with in another 
project.

King Cotton will be 
headlining Saturday’s 
festivities and will take the 

stage at 8 p.m. 
“After years of our 

longtime fans and friends 
asking for it, we’ve 
officially put the band back 
together,” Young said. 

“The North Florida music 
community has always 
been incredibly supportive 
of our version of the blues, 

so we are excited to bring it  
back. 

“We’ll be doing all 
original songs off our three 
previous albums, and we are 
especially grateful to have 
Stuart join our group, who 
serves up some remarkable 
guitar playing,” Young  
said.

It’s been 11 years since lead singer Tony Young, upright 
bassist Todd Bevis, and drummer Tom Corbett played 
music together in King Cotton. The group will have a 
new guitarist this go around in Stuart Ledbetter. The 
band takes the stage on Saturday at 8 p.m.

King Cotton returns to the stage Saturday

Clay Booker will perform at the festival on Friday 
evening at 5 p.m.

Clay Booker

www.sawgrassrealtyllc.com
www.sawgrassrealtyllc.com
www.thecurtislawfirm.com
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Originally from Killeen, 
Texas, Bryan James is a 
songwriter with a passion 
for the older style of country 
music played by legends 
like Waylon Jennings, 
Willie Nelson and Hank 
Williams Jr. 

His last two albums, 
“Politics or Religion” and 
“Between the Devil and 
the Angel,” both debuted 
at number 8 on the iTunes 
charts. 

He has opened for 
legends like David Allan 

Coe multiple times, playing 
festivals with some of the 
biggest names in country 
music today, such as Cody 
Johnson, Alan Jackson, 
Easton Corbin, Shooter 
Jennings, Marty Stuart, 
Tyler Childers, Robert Earl 

Keen, Ray Willie Hubbard 
and more.

Bryan James and the 
Barstool Prophets will 
take the stage at the 
Smokin’ in the Pines BBQ 
Festival on Saturday at  
12:30 p.m.

Bryan James and the Barstool Prophets

Bryan James and the Barstool Prophets will take the 
stage on Saturday at 12:30 p.m.

Michael Miller was born 
in Paducah, Ky., and went 
to school in Knoxville, 
Tenn., so country music is 
in his blood.

The Michael Miller Band 
was formed by a group 
of his closest friends that 
he met when he moved to 
Florida in 2010. 

Since its inception, the 
band has been performing 
live shows and country 
music festivals across the 
southeast. 

Some of those 
performances include: The 
Suwannee River Jam, CMA 
Music Fest, Georgia State 
Fair, Bainbridge River 
Town Days, South Shore 
Music Festival and Country 
in the Pines, among many 
others.

The band plays the 
best country rock music, 
ranging from old to new 
and original songs. 

They will perform 
Saturday at 1:30 p.m.

Michael Miller Band

The Michael Miller Band will play Saturday at 1:30 p.m.



 

Whiskey Heart

Fallen Timber

Jamey King Local musician Madden 
Metcalf will take the stage 
this weekend on Saturday 
at 11 a.m.

Madden 
Metcalf

Jamey King will perform at the Smokin’ in the Pines 
BBQ Festival on Friday at 6:30 p.m.

Fallen Timber is a Tallahassee-based band that will be performing two sets on 
Saturday at Forest Capital Park (10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.) during the Smokin’ in the Pines 
BBQ Festival.

Whiskey Heart is a five-member band  that was named the 2021 JMA Southern Rock 
Group of the Year. Their music can be heard on Spotify and YouTube. The band will take 
the stage at the Smokin’ in the Pine BBQ Festival on Saturday at 3 p.m.

By MARK VIOLA
I’ve occasionally said in my reviews that 

a particular title might not be a good movie, 
but it’s an entertaining one.

That’s absolutely the case with the new 
hyper-violent action flick “Killer’s Game,” 
which isn’t really a bad movie either, but 
it’s also not very original. 

Still, it has plenty of style (albeit not a 
terribly original style) and manages to 
make the right story decisions at the right 
moments to keep the fun vibe going.

One of the first movies I reviewed 
this year was “The Beekeeper,” which I 
enjoyed, but complained about how the 
movie felt very disjointed tonally, with 
a somewhat grounded revenge plot set 
within a incredibly outlandish world of 
wacky killers and assassins.

By comparison, “Killer’s Game” is all 
wacky killers and assassins from start to 
finish -- with just enough of a romantic 
storyline to give the action some stakes 
and keep the audience invested in the 

proceedings.
The story follows Joe Flood (Dave 

Bautista, “Dune”), an assassin working for 
his handler (Ben Kingsley, “Iron Man 3”). 
When he meets ballet dancer Maize (Sofia 
Boutella, “Atomic Blonde”), he begins 
thinking about hanging up his guns and 
settling down.

But, when he gets a terminal medical 
diagnosis, he decides to end it all instead, 
hiring one of his biggest rivals, Marianna 
(Pom Klementieff, “Guardians of the Galaxy 
Vol. 3”), to see it done. Unfortunately for 
Joe, when he discovers that the diagnosis 
was wrong, she has already hired an army of 
assassins to take him out.

Honestly, with the exception of Joe’s 
relationship with Maize, everything about 
this movie is full-throttled violent insanity 
with outrageous characters, elaborate 
action sequences, terrible one-liners (that 
are hilarious because they are terrible) and 
gallons upon gallons of blood.

Honestly, director J.J. Perry (“Day 

Shift”), who has had a long career as a 
stuntman and stunt coordinator, manages 
to deliver everything we still love about 
cheesy 1980s action films -- including 
the aforementioned wacky 
characters and terrible one-
liners -- and packages that 
into a modern action flick.

Bautista is solid in the lead 
role, playing somewhat of 
a straight man to all of the 
more outlandish assassins he 
will face off against.

Speaking of his antagonists, 
every single one of them is 
pedal-to-the-metal insanity 
every moment they’re on 
screen. There’s a quintet of 
Japanese killers who like to 
use various blades. There’s 
a femme fatale duo that have some of the 
corniest lines in the movie. There’s two 
Irish brothers whose thick accents result in 
them getting some of the funniest subtitles 
since “Airplane.”

Terry Crews (“Brooklyn-Nine-Nine”) 

plays an assassin who styles himself like 
Shaft and is probably the most normal of 
the bunch, so of course he’s paired with a 
bumbling sidekick wannabe gangster.

Again, this movie isn’t 
great, and nearly everything 
about it you’ve seen before 
in one fashion or another 
(and possibly done better), 
but sometimes a movie can 
hit just the right vibe and 
maintain that ride through 
sheer style and bravado. 
“Killer’s Game” is that 
movie.

If you’re looking for a 
violent, wild action flick, 
this might be the answer. 
Otherwise, I’m not sure it’s 
really worth paying full ticket 

price, but if you have a theater subscription, 
it’s definitely worth considering. If not, 
check it out when it hits streaming.

The movie is rated R for strong bloody 
violence throughout, language, some 
sexual material, brief drug use and nudity.
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WHAT TO WATCH IN THEATERS WHAT TO WATCH IN THEATERS 

OR STREAM AT HOMEOR STREAM AT HOME

It’s best to think of ‘Killer’s Game’ as an homage to the 1980s action film

By MARK VIOLA
“Beetlejuice Beetlejuice” 

held onto the top spot at 
the domestic box office last 
week, earning $51.6 million 
in its second weekend. 
That’s good enough to 
be the seventh-highest 
weekend total in the month 
of September ever.

The legacy sequel has 
now earned $188 million 
domestically, while adding 
a decent $76.3 million 
overseas for a worldwide 
total of $264 million. With 
a reported budget of around 
$100 million, the film is 
officially in the profitable 
category after just 10 days.

In second place last 
weekend was “Speak No 
Evil,” which earned $11.5 
million, which is not bad 
considering its relatively 
low $15 million budget.

“Deadpool & Wolverine” 
earned another $5.2 million 
in its eighth weekend, while 
the documentary “Am I 
Racist?” picked up $4.7 
million in its debut despite 
very little marketing.

Meanwhile, “The 
Killer’s Game” was dead 
on arrival with just $2.6 
million during its opening 
weekend, settling for sixth 
place behind “Reagan” with 
$2.9 million.

In Theaters
“Never Let Go” is a 

horror thriller starring Halle 
Berry (“X-Men”) about a 
family that has been haunted 
by an evil spirit for years. 
However, their safety and 
their surroundings come 
into question when one of 
the children questions if the 
evil is real. The movie is 
directed by Alexandre Aja 
(“Crawl,” “The Hills Have 
Eyes”).

The film is rated R for 
strong violent content and 
grisly images.

“Transformers One” 
is an animated film telling 
the origin story of Optimus 
Prime (Chris Hemsworth, 
“Thor”) and Megatron 
(Brian Tyree Henry, “Bullet 
Train”), better known as 
sworn enemies, but who 
once were friends and even  
like brothers. Together, 
they changed the fate of 
Cybertron forever. The 
voice cast also includes 
Scarlett Johansson (“Black 

Widow”), Keegan-Michael 
Key (“Wonka”), Jon Hamm 
(“Mad Men”), Laurence 
Fishburne (“The Matrix”) 
and Steve Buscemi 
(“Armageddon”).

The movie is rated PG for 
sci-fi violence and animated 
action throughout and 
language.

Moving on to the 
weekend’s smaller releases, 
we have two other options 
to consider.

“The Substance” is a 
body horror film starring 
Demi Moore (“Ghost”), 
Margaret Qualley (“Drive-
Away Dolls”) and Dennis 
Quaid (“Reagan”) about a 
fading celebrity who decides 
to use a black-market drug -- 
a cell-replicating substance 
that temporarily creates a 
younger, better version of 
herself.

The film is rated R for 
strong bloody violent 
content, gore, graphic 
nudity and language.

“Super/Man: The 
Christopher Reeve 
Story” is a documentary 
showcasing Reeve’s rise 
to becoming a film star, 

followed by a near-fatal 
horse-riding accident in 
1995 that left him paralyzed 
from the neck down, after 
which he became an activist 
for spinal cord injury 
treatments and disability 
rights.

The documentary is rated 
PG-13 for some strong 
language and thematic 
elements.

Netflix
“His Three Daughters” 

is a tense and funny 
portrait of family dynamics 
following three estranged 
sisters (Elizabeth Olsen, 
“WandaVision,” Carrie 
Coon, “Ghostbusters: 
Frozen Empire,” and 
Natasha Lyonne, “Russian 
Doll”) as they converge in 
a New York apartment to 
care for their ailing father 
and try to mend their own 
broken relationships with 
one another. Written and 
directed by Azazel Jacobs 
(“French Exit,” “Lover”), 
this one has been generating 
a good bit of early Oscar 
buzz.

The movie is rated R for 
language and drug use.
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Local playwright Anthony White’s 
dramatic play, “Hour of the Wolf,” will 
premier this September at the Palaver Tree 
Theater in Crawfordville.

For the remaining showings on Friday, 
Sept. 20, at 8 p.m. and Saturday, Sept. 21, 
at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., tickets are $15 and 
can be purchased online at https://www.
palavertreetheater.org.

Palaver Tree Theater is located at 59 
Shadeville Rd. in Crawfordville.

“Hour of the Wolf” is a suspense thriller/
murder mystery set in the world of talk 

television.
Raymond DeVille is on his way to 

becoming a major television star as the 
host of “The Raymond DeVille Show,” a 
nationally-syndicated talk show broadcast 
live.

Simon Morrison has spent the past 30 
years of his life in prison for a triple-murder 
he committed. For 30 years, he’s kept silent 
about that night, but upon his release, 
Simon agrees to an exclusive interview with 
DeVille live on his talk show. What could go 
wrong?

‘Hour of the Wolf’Sept. 19-21

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

Smokin’ in the Pines BBQ Festival Main Stage Entertainment

www.palavertreetheater.org

