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The city council is 
scheduled to interview two 
candidates for its vacant 
city attorney position at its 
Tuesday, May 9 meeting.

At the city’s April 25 
meeting, Mayor Shirlie 
Hampton announced two 
attorneys had applied for 
the vacancy, including 
local attorney Charita 
Hope Demps and C. 

Jackson Latnner of Plano, 
Texas, originally of 
Tallahassee, who states he 
is “transitioning back to the 
Florida Panhandle.”

Former City Attorney 
Ray Curtis clarified his final 
day with the city would be 
Friday, April 28 at 5 p.m.

On a motion by 
Woodfaulk and second by 
Brynes, the council voted 

5-0 to interview the two 
candidates, eventually 
agreeing to do so at their 
next regular meeting on 
May 9.

In a letter to the council, 
Demps states she has 22 
years of complex litigation 
experience in Georgia 
and Florida, including 

➟ Please see page 2

For vacant city attorney post

City to interview 2 
attorneys on May 9

Construction is 
proceeding at a rapid pace 
on Taylor County’s newest 
and largest residential 
development – “The Grove 
Apartments” – located 
at 2640 Byron Butler 
Parkway.

“Work on the clubhouse 
(amenity building and 
leasing office) is close to 
being dried-in, so we will 
be starting on the interior 
buildout shortly,” stated 
Todd Cohen of Prospect 
Real Estate Development 
Group.

“Meanwhile, you can see 
that we have commenced 
vertical construction 
(framing, trusses and roofs) 
for five of the first eight 
residential buildings in 
Phase 1, with the final three 
building foundations to be 
completed in the coming 
weeks,” Cohen added.

“We remain on track to 
have the apartment homes 
available for leasing and 

occupancy by Sept. 1,” 
Cohen said.

Each apartment building 

will house between 16-24 
units and vary from two to 
three stories, according to 

Cohen.
“We expect one building 

to be delivered roughly 

every 25-30 days starting 
in mid-September, with 
the last building in Phase 1 
ready for occupancy by late 
February 2024,” he stated.

“We are also hoping to 
start construction on Phase 
2 well prior to Phase 1 
being completed,” Cohen 
added.

According to Cohen, 
Phase 1 consists of 10 
different buildings (eight 
residential buildings, a 
clubhouse and amenities 
building and a maintenance 
and car wash building).

Prospect Real Estate 
Development Group 
Chairman Richard Zahn 
was joined by city officials 
in turning the ceremonial 
first shovel of dirt during a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
held in October 2022.

➟ Please see page 3

Once both phases are completed, The Grove is projected to include 344 new “luxury, upscale” 
workforce and family residential housing units at “competitive rental rates, with many amenities 
that do not currently exist in the local market.”

Phase 1 of ‘The Grove’ includes 10 buildings:

Apartments available in Sept.

The City of Perry is 
seeking to fill a number of 
open positions -- ranging 
from police and code 
enforcement officers to 
city attorney -- but is not 
yet actively looking to fill 
the vacancy left by former 
City Public Works Director 
Chester McAfee.

The decision not to 
replace McAfee, who 
resigned on March 9, 
prompted questions 
about accountability 
from Councilwoman 
Venita Woodfaulk, who 
complained about mowing, 
yard debris and white goods 
pick-up in her area of the 

city at the city’s April 25 
meeting.

According to City 
Manager John Hart, the 
city has three vacant police 
officer positions, as well as 
a records clerk position and 
is interviewing candidates 

➟ Please see page 11

City may not fill public 
works director position

County must buy .01 credit for $5,000

1st Ave. paving needs 
small mitigation credit

Due to an apparent 
“rounding error,” the 
county has been required 
to purchase an additional 
1/100th of a mitigation 
credit to offset the 
identified environment 
impacts associated with 
the upcoming 1st Avenue 
widening and resurfacing 
project in Steinhatchee.

In January, the Taylor 
County Commission 
agreed to purchase 0.20 
freshwater and 0.26 
saltwater mitigation credits 
from the Florida Gulf 
Coast Mitigation Bank at a 
combined cost of $148,000 
for the 1st Avenue project.

The funds will come 
out of the $2.6 million the 

county will receive through 
the Florida Department of 
Transportation’s (FDOT) 
Small County Outreach 
Program (SCOP) and 
County Incentive Grant 
Program (CIGP).

The process of securing 
the necessary environmental 
permits, including the need 
for mitigation credits, has 
significantly delayed the 
project, which has been in 
the design phase since late 
2020.

According to County 
Engineer Kenneth Dudley, 
the county’s original credit 
purchases were presented to 
the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(FDEP) and the Suwannee 

River Water Management 
District (SRWMD) in order 
to finalize their permits.

“The regulatory agencies 
determined that rounding 
of mitigation areas within 
the calculation understated 
the impact and required 
the purchase of an addition 
0.01 saltwater mitigation 
credits,” Dudley said in 
a memorandum to the 
commission prior to its 
April 18 meeting.

Dudley noted that the 
additional 0.01 credit will 
cost $5,000.

“As before, the project’s 
permit status will remain 
unauthorized absent 

➟ Please see page 3

Night with a Champion
Former FSU Heisman-winning quarterback and New York Knicks basketball 

player Charlie Ward (left) is pictured with Pastor Ricky Bolden (center) and 
former TCHS football coach Elmer Coker (right) during Tuesday night’s 
FCA “Night of Champions” at New Home Baptist Church.

National Day of Prayer

Faith leaders from across the community gathered at Rosehead 
Park Thursday to lead services observing the National Day of Prayer. 
Dozens of supporters attended, joining in prayer for the community, 
the schools and the country. A hotdog lunch was served afterward.
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numerous civil and criminal 
trials, work in consumer 
credit, liens/garnishments, 
bankruptcy, construction 
negligence, juvenile 
deprivation, divorce law, 
real estate closings and 
torts.

Demps graduated from 

the University of Florida 
Levin College of Law in 
2000, ranking in the top 
35% of her class, and is a 
member of the Florida and 
Georgia Bar.

In November 2017, 
Demps left Atlanta and re-
established Demps Law 
(formerly known as Demps 
Law Group from 2002-
2004) as a small, mobile 

private practice to develop 
clientele in Perry and 
continue representation of 
clients in Georgia. 

In the non-profit sector, 
Demps currently works 
for Refuge House, Inc., 
in victim advocacy as an 
injunction attorney for 
survivors of domestic 
violence, dating violence, 
sexual violence and 

stalking. 
“Although I have not 

been employed in city 
management, my diverse 
management and legal 
background makes me a 
good fit to handle the task. 
I am very comfortable with 
constructive confrontation 
and greatly capable of 
handling fast-paced, high-
stress environments,” 

Demps said. 
“Court litigation, 

dispute resolutions and 
collaborative leadership 
are skills that I developed 
under fire over time and 
execute efficiency. Most 
notably, I am a strong, 
self-motivated lawyer who 
is committed to living, 
thriving, and working in 
the City of Perry and for the 
residents of Perry,” Demps  
wrote.

“Since returning to my 
hometown six years ago, 
I have contributed to this 
community as a caring 
professional and a proud 
resident. I am planted 
here, and my work reflects 
that as seen with Refuge 
House victim advocacy, 
the North Central Florida 
Boys & Girls Club 
Executive Board, Christian 
Tabernacle Church pastoral 
outreach, the Taylor County 
School Board’s grievance 
committee, COVID 19 
Commemoration Day 
planning committee, Taylor 
County Citywide Prayer 
Initiative, Dreamers & 
Doers mentorship, and 
the Juneteenth Pageant 
training. One of my greatest 
assets to this job - if selected 
– is my commitment to 
the care and development 
of the city and people of  
Perry.”

In his letter to the council, 
Latnner stated he has been 

practicing as a government 
lawyer for over five years 
– as a criminal prosecutor, 
civil litigator and general 
counselor. 

“Although I have spent 
most of my life in Texas, 
I am originally from 
Tallahassee. My wife and I – 
with our two young children 
– are transitioning back to 
the Florida Panhandle. I 
continue to serve the Potter 
County Attorney’s Office 
and Commissioners Court 
on a remote basis,” Latnner 
wrote.

Working with the Potter 
County Attorney’s Office 
since July 2018, Lattner 
has served as deputy county 
attorney, providing counsel 
to the commissioners court, 
supervising four division 
chiefs, six trial attorneys 
and support staff, following 
a one-and-a-half year stint 
as civil division chief 
advising various elected 
officials and department 
heads.

Lattner also served as 
misdemeanor prosecutor 
for one and a half years, 
in addition to running his 
own law office specializing 
in family, business and 
consumer protection law 
since July 2020.

He is a member of the 
Texas and Florida Bar, 
having graduated from 
Texas A&M’s School of 
Law in 2017.

ATTORNEYS
Continued from page 1

The state-funded 
resurfacing project on 
Contractor’s Road near 
Georgia-Pacific’s Foley 
Cellulose Mill has officially 
entered the design phase.

The project is a partnership 
between the county, the 
Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT), 
which is providing the 
funding necessary to 
resurface the existing two-
lane roadway, and Georgia-

Pacific, which is expected 
to offer additional funding 
to construct a third lane 
to help alleviate traffic 
congestion near the mill.

At its April 18 meeting, 
the Taylor County 
Commission approved a 
$101,065 “not to exceed” 
proposal from North Florida 
Professional Services, Inc., 
(NFPS) to provide design 
services on the project. 
The county has an ongoing 

professional engineering 
services contract with 
NFPS approved in 2020.

The cost of the design 
work will come out of the 
$1,033,614 the county will 
receive for the Contractor’s 
Road project from FDOT’s 
Small County Outreach 
Program (SCOP). The 
county approved a 
reimbursement agreement  

Project will include construction of a third lane

Contractor’s Road resurfacing enters design phase

Attorney candidates outlined work history, education
➟ Please see page 3

The work on Contractor’s Road, which has now entered the design phase, is the  
result of a partnership between Taylor County, the Florida Department of  
Transportation and Georgia-Pacific.

www.bgcperry.com/americorps
www.jkasakperry.com
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National Nurses Week 
begins each year on May 
6th and ends on May 12th, 
Florence Nightingale’s 
birthday. These permanent 
dates enhance planning and 
positions National Nurses 
Week as an established 
recognition event. 

As of 1998, May 8 was 
designated as National 
Student Nurses Day, to be 
celebrated annually. And as 
of 2003, National School 
Nurse Day is celebrated 
on the Wednesday within 
National Nurses Week 
(May 6-12) each year.

The nursing profession 
has been supported and 
promoted by the American 
Nurses Association (ANA) 
since 1896. 

Each of ANA’s state 
and territorial nurses 
associations promotes the 
nursing profession at the 
state and regional levels. 
Each conducts celebrations 

on these dates to recognize 
the contributions that 
nurses and nursing make to 
the community.

The ANA supports and 
encourages National Nurses 
Week recognition programs 
through the state and 
district nurses associations, 
other specialty nursing 
organizations, educational 
facilities, and independent 
health care companies and 
institutions.

A Brief History of 
National Nurses Week
• 1953: Dorothy 

Sutherland of the U.S. 
Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare 
sent a proposal to President 
Eisenhower to proclaim a 
“Nurse Day” in October 
of the following year. The 
proclamation was never 
made.

• 1954: National Nurse 
Week was observed from 
October 11-16. The year 

of the observance marked 
the 100th anniversary of 
Florence Nightingale’s 
mission to Crimea. 

• 1974: In January of 
that year, the International 
Council of Nurses (ICN) 
proclaimed that May 12 
would be “International 
Nurse Day.” (May 12 is 
the birthday of Florence 
Nightingale.) Since 1965, 
the ICN has celebrated 
“International Nurse Day.”

• 1978: New Jersey 
Governor Brendon Byrne 
declared May 6 as “Nurses 
Day.” Edward Scanlan, 
of Red Bank, N.J., took 
up the cause to perpetuate 
the recognition of nurses 
in his state. Mr. Scanlan 
had this date listed in 
Chase’s Calendar of Annual 
Events. He promoted the 
celebration on his own.

• 1981: ANA, along 
with various nursing 
organizations, rallied to 

support a resolution initiated 
by nurses in New Mexico, 
through their Congressman, 
Manuel Lujan, to have May 
6, 1982, established as 
“National Recognition Day 
for Nurses.”

• 1982: In February, the 
ANA Board of Directors 
formally acknowledged 
May 6, 1982 as “National 
Nurses Day.” The action 
affirmed a joint resolution 
of the United States 
Congress designating May 
6 as “National Recognition 
Day for Nurses.”

• 1982: President 
Ronald Reagan signed a 
proclamation on March 
25, proclaiming “National 
Recognition Day for 
Nurses” to be May 6, 1982.

• 1990: The ANA Board 
of Directors expanded the 
recognition of nurses to 
a week-long celebration, 
declaring May 6-12, 1991, 
as National Nurses Week.

• 1993: The ANA Board 
of Directors designated 
May 6 - 12 as permanent 
dates to observe National 
Nurses Week in 1994 and in 
all subsequent years.

• 1996: The ANA initiated 
“National RN Recognition 

Day” on May 6, 1996, 
to honor the nation’s 
indispensable registered 
nurses for their tireless 
commitment 365 days a 
year. The ANA encourages 
its state and territorial 
nurses associations and 
other organizations to 

acknowledge May 6, 
1996 as “National RN 
Recognition Day.”

• 1997: The ANA Board 
of Directors, at the request of 
the National Student Nurses 
Association, designated 
May 8 as National Student 
Nurses Day.

National Nurses Week - May 6-12

this purchase,” Dudley 
said, recommending the 
commission make the 
purchase in order to allow 
the project to move forward.

The commission 
unanimously approved 
the purchase as part of its 
consent agenda during the 
board’s April 18 meeting.

The scope of the 1st 
Avenue project is to 
resurface and widen 
approximately 1.2 miles of 
the roadway from its current 
19- to 20-foot varying width 
to a full 24-foot-wide travel 
way, Dudley said.

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
improvements will be made 
to a large box culvert and 
roadway protection devices, 
as well as the construction 
of a new sidewalk.

According to Dudley, 
after the county’s 
engineering contractor, 
Causseaux Hewett And 
Walpole, Inc., brought the 
design to near-completion, 
they began discussions with 
FDRP and SRWMD staff 
concerning the project’s 
permitting obligations.

“Those discussion 
reached an unfortunate 
conclusion of the 
necessity to acquire 
wetland mitigation credits 
for associated dredge-

fill activities,” Dudley  
said.

Once the county receives 
its permits and the design is 
finalized, and the completed 
plans will be presented 
to the commission along 
with an advertisement 
to seek construction 
firms to complete the  

project.
In January, Dudley 

expressed concern that 
due to the unexpected 
cost of the mitigation 
credits, the remaining 
FDOT funds may not be 
enough to complete the 
project once it goes out for  
bids.

MITIGATION CREDIT
Continued from page 1

1st Avenue work will include 
12-foot lanes, new sidewalk

with FDOT last year for the 
resurfacing project.

“Under their not-to-
exceed proposal, it will 
be NFPS’s responsibility 
to evaluate the current 
condition of the roadway 
and to undertake all 
aspects required to 
prepare the construction 
plans and associated 
specifications that will 
govern improvements to 
provide a structurally-
suitable roadway that 
is also compliant with 
current design and safety 
requirements,” County 
Engineer Kenneth Dudley 
said in a memo to the 

county commission prior to 
the April 18 meeting.

The scope of the project 
includes the reconstruction 
and resurfacing of 
approximately 0.57 mile 
of Contractor’s Road from 
Foley Road (County Road 
30) to the end of the county’s 
maintenance (approaching 
the scale house).

Additionally, the 
proposed work will include 
a third 12-foot-wide lane, 
the cost of which will be 
covered by Georgia Pacific.

“This lane was requested 
by Georgia-Pacific 
representatives to alleviate 
staging of vehicles onto 
Foley Road as vehicles are 
waiting to enter the business 
by providing added 

queuing space,” Dudley 
said. “GP will support the 
proportional cost share of 
the project’s added lane.”

According to Dudley, 
the project will also 
include improvements to 
stormwater management 
components, shoulders, 
sidewalks, signage, 
pavement markings and 
roadside protection devices.

“NFPS anticipates 
beginning design services 
once their proposal is 
approved and completing 
such activities within six to 
seven months,” Dudley said.

The commission 
approved the design 
proposal as part of its 
consent agenda at its April 
18 meeting.

The multi-family gated 
apartment village is being 
constructed on a 22.5-acre 
parcel located between 
U.S. Hwy. 19 and Old 
Dixie Highway behind the 
Holiday Inn Express.

Construction is planned 
in two phases and was 
made possible in part 
by 10 years worth of ad 
valorem tax and natural gas  

utility incentives granted 
by the City of Perry, which 
will not begin until a 
certificate of occupancy is 
issued once the final unit is  
completed.

Upon completion of 
both phases, The Grove is 
projected to include 344 
new “luxury, upscale” 
workforce and family 
residential housing units.

Developers say the 
project will provide 
“workforce housing in a 

luxury environment” at 
competitive rental rates 
with many amenities that 
do not currently exist in the 
local market.

Rents will be competitive 
with local market values 
when the project is released, 
and tailored to meet the 
needs of working families, 
Prospect officials said last 
year, adding that the gated 
community would feature a 
swimming pool and upscale 
clubhouse.

CONTRACTOR’S ROAD
Continued from page 2

APARTMENTS
Continued from page 1

Construction on apartments 
is planned over two phases

Contractor expects design work 
on project to take 6 to 7 months



 

Hazel Levon 
Crowder

Hazel Levon Crowder 
left her Earthly home to 
enter heaven’s gates April 
30, 2023, in Tallahassee. 

She was born in Chicago, 
Ill., on Feb. 2, 1930. 

While we are missing 
the greatest piece of our 
family, she has lived her 
life to honor the Lord and 
has boldly proclaimed the 
faithfulness and goodness 
of God for 93 years. 

If anyone ever needed 
prayer, they knew to call 
Grandma, and she would 
answer the phone, even at 4  
a.m. to pray. 

She would not go to bed 
without praying out loud 
for her family. 

She has been the 
cornerstone of our family, 
and while we can’t imagine 
life without her, she is 
exactly where she has 
longed to be. 

She always spoke so 
readily about Heaven and 
being healed, able to walk 
the streets of gold without 
physical handicap. It was 
an honor to grow up under 
the guidance of such a 
Christian woman. 

No matter what life threw 
at anyone, you always 
turned us to the Lord. We 
love you and will see you 
again one day. 

She was predeceased 
by: her parents, Burl and 
Pearl Yeoman; her beloved 
husband, Horace Crowder 
Sr.; her sister, O’Dean 
Jones; and a baby great-
grandson, Joshua Price. 

Her survivors include: 
daughters, Levonne Price 
and Robin (Glen) Vickers; 
son, Ben (Martha) Crowder; 
her grandchildren, Jeff 
Jr., Shannon, Libby, 
Micah, Destany, Bethany, 
Megan and Kaity; and 
great-grandchildren, Tres, 
Kaylee, Sybil, Tristian, 
Malachi, Max, Hazel 
Grace, Judah, Ezra, Caleb 
and awaited Hannah Faith. 

She had one great-great 
grandchild due in June, 
William. 

Also surviving are her 
two brothers, the Rev. 

John Yeoman and Cloyce 
Yeoman, and numerous 
dear nieces and nephews.

Graveside services were 
held at Pineview Memorial 
Gardens in Perry on 
Monday, May 1, at 3 p.m. 
with the Rev. John Yeoman, 
the Rev. Dan Yeoman and 
the Rev. Randy Yeoman 
officiating. 

She fought a good fight, 
she finished the race, she 
kept the faith. Welcome 
home thou good and faithful 
servant.

Lewis Edward 
Love

Lewis Edward Love, 74, 
of Perry passed away on 
April 29, 2023.  

Funeral services will 
be held Saturday, May 6, 
at 11 a.m., at Mt. Olive 
M.B. Church, followed 
by interment at Springhill 
Cemetery.

Viewing will be held 
Friday, May 5, from 5-7 
p.m., at the church.

He is survived by: his 
loving wife, Christine 
G. Love; two sons, Sean 
Love and Christopher 
Love (Cathy) of Perry; 
six daughters, Ruby Love, 
Tonya L. Bell (Clinton), 
Daisha Love of Perry, 
Barbara L. Purvis (Thomas) 
of Kingsland, Ga., Lorene 
L. Shields (Brian) of 
Savannah, Ga., and Vtoshas 
Love-Cabell of Austell, 
Ga.; three brothers, the Rev. 
Ernest Gent of Perry, Henry 
Lee Gent (Alethia) of St. 
Petersburg and Ronald 
Moore (Eve) of McAlpin; 
and two sisters, Lillie Mae 
Gent and Joann Nelson of 
Perry.

He also leaves behind 27 
grandchildren, eight great-
grandchildren, a host of 
nieces, nephews, friends 
and his best buddy, Blaque.

Jack Nathaniel 
Moore

Jack Nathaniel Moore, 
88, was born Nov. 7, 1934, 
to Oral Moore and Jessie 
Bell Fleming in Albany, 
Ga. He passed on April 25, 
2023. 

He  had a passion for 
helping people. In his free 
time, he enjoyed fishing 
and gardening. 

He is survived by: his 
wife, Ramona D. Moore; 
sisters, Lorene Hughes, 
Sandra White, Diane 
Holly and Judy Jenkins; 
sons, Willie Moore, 
Jack Moore Jr., Kevin 
Moore, Herbie Hunter 
and Dewayne Hunter; 
daughters, Suanne Moore, 
Linda Hunter, Tamika 
Hunter and Elizabeth 
Akowgu; and a host of in-
laws, grandchildren, nieces,  
nephews, cousins, other 
relatives and friends. 

Public visitation will be 
held Friday, May 5, from 
5-6 p.m. at Trinity Funeral 
Home.

Celebration of Life 
services will be held 
Saturday, May 6, at 
12:30 p.m. at St. Peter 
P.B. Church, followed by 
interment at Springhill 
Cemetery.

Mattie Frances 
Whiddon English

Mattie Frances Whiddon 
English, 86, died May 
3, 2023, at her home in  
Eridu.

A graveside service 
will be held at Lake Bird 
Methodist Church on 
Friday, May 5, at 2 p.m. 

Family will receive 
friends on Friday starting at 
1:30 p.m. at the church.

The family asks that in 
lieu of flowers, donations 
be made to the Lake 
Bird Methodist Church 
Cemetery Fund in honor of 
Mrs. English.

Burns Funeral Home is  
in charge of arrangements.
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Big Bend Hospice  
offers grief support to those in 

need and is open to local residents. 
Please contact Wendy Vargo 

at (850) 878-5310 for 
additional information.

By Sarah Hall

Happy Mother’s Day
Preparing for Mother’s Day – saluting 

one of the most precious creations 
of almighty God on May 14, 2023, 
mothers!

Celebrate with lots of LOVE!
Renewing Hope

“According as his divine power hath 
given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him that hath called us 
to.” (2 Peter 1:3 KJV)

Our spiritual growth in Christ is a 
constant work in progress. 

While God perfects us, it is His desire 
that we work with Him in developing 
Spiritually. 

God has provided us with everything 
that we need, and we should use what 
He has given us to bring glory to Him as 
well as help one another. 

We can only escape the corruption 
of this world and resist yielding to the 
flesh and falling back into our old sinful 
patterns by applying our spiritual power 
daily. Always praying and hoping for 
the best. 

So, as we go about our daily routines 
conducting our lives, carrying out 
our parental and business obligations, 
remember to keep hope alive!

Prayer Focus/ Praying Together
Please keep these friends in your 

thoughts and prayers: Jerry and Cynthia 
Buggs, Teresa M. Ross, Betty Haney, 
Carl and Mary Alice Williams, Jean 
Ester Lee, Mother Laura Jenkins, 
Cherrie Sutton, Shawanda Massey, 
Gaye Register and Annie Mae Porter.

In Bereavement
Please keep these families in your 

prayers: the Rev. Tony O. Graham, 
pastor of Antioch M.B. Church, in the 
loss of his father-in-law; the families 
and friends of the late Jack Nathaniel 
Moore; and the families and friends of 
the late Pricilla Ruth Knapp, formerly 
of Perry.

Memories
Our precious memories remind us 

who we were in that moment in time. 
Revisit the times in our lives that 
determines who we are and who we 
were meant to be. Memories help keep 
us alive!

Wise Words
Sometimes the right phrase at the 

right time says it all.
Celebrating You!

There is no one else like you.
You have gifts that only you can give 

the world.
You have blessings others can only 

receive through you.
The Lord designed every detail of 

who you are.
He looks at you and loves you because 

you are His creation.
Others look at you and love you too.
Because they see who He had made 

you to be.
City Wide Mission Ministry

The City Wide Mission Ministry will 
meet Sunday, May 7, at 2:30 p.m. at 
St. Peter P.B. Church, the Rev. Cedric 
Spradley, pastor.

President Sister Irene Barnes invites 
all members and interested persons to 
attend.

A Prayer for Peace
Lord, make me an instrument of your 

peace: where there is hatred, let me 
sow love; where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; where  
there is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; where there is sadness, 
joy. 

O divine Master, grant that I may 
not so much seek to be consoled as 
to console, to be understood as to 
understand, to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive,  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life. 

Amen.

Our spiritual grow is a 
constant work in progress

Obituary

Hazel Levon Crowder

Make Church Going a Habit

The enemy didn’t 
tempt Adam and Eve 
to murder, steal or 

tell a lie.

He tempted them 
to question the 
Word of God.

His tactics haven’t changed.

VBS June 25-30
New Home Baptist Church invites youth to play their way through 

Vacation Bible School and learn that following Jesus changes the game. 
Registration is underway for the “Twists & Turns” VBS that will kick off 
Sunday, June 25, and continue through Friday, June 30. Classes will be 
held at 6 p.m. nightly. Registration is available online at http://www.
nhbcperry.com/vbs.

Calvary Baptist Church 
will launch kids on a 
cosmic quest where they’ll 
have a blast shining Jesus’ 
light to the world during a 
“Stellar” themed Vacation 
Bible School (VBS).

The adventure will 
begin Sunday, June 4, and 
continue through Thursday, 
June 8, starting at 5 p.m. 
nightly. 

“Our VBS program is 
designed to help children 
discover the joy of 
following Jesus through 
engaging lessons, fun 
activities and memorable 
experiences. From the stars 
in the sky to the light of the 
world, our VBS program 
will teach your child how 
to let their light shine for 
Jesus,” organizer said.

“Our experienced 
and dedicated team of 
volunteers will guide your 
child through a week-long 
adventure filled with games, 
crafts and exciting lessons. 
Each day, your child will 
have the opportunity to 
learn about a different 
aspect of Jesus’ light and 
how it impacts their daily 
lives.”

VBS at Calvary will launch 
students on a cosmic quest

Midway Baptist Church 
will hold its 62nd annual 
Homecoming celebration 
on Sunday, May 7.

Services will begin at 
10:45 a.m. Special music 
will be provided by Latter 
Reign.

Everyone is welcome to 
attend, and dinner on the 

grounds will follow the 
morning service. 

The church is located at 
187 E. Roberts Aman Road.

Midway celebrates 62nd 
Homecoming this Sunday

Lewis Edward Love

Jack Nathaniel Moore

www.nhbcperry.com/vbs
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F   5     High   2:38 AM     3.4

     5      Low   8:32 AM     1.0

     5     High   1:56 PM     3.7

     5      Low   9:24 PM    -0.5

Sa 6     High   3:19 AM     3.4

     6      Low   9:01 AM     1.1

     6     High   2:20 PM     3.9

     6      Low  10:01 PM    -0.6

Su 7     High   4:02 AM     3.3

     7      Low   9:33 AM     1.3

     7     High   2:49 PM     4.0

     7      Low  10:42 PM    -0.7

M  8     High   4:48 AM     3.2

     8      Low  10:06 AM     1.3

     8     High   3:22 PM     4.1

     8      Low  11:28 PM    -0.6

Tu 9     High   5:38 AM     3.0

     9      Low  10:43 AM     1.5

     9     High   4:00 PM     4.0

W 10    Low  12:19 AM    -0.4

    10     High   6:36 AM     2.8

    10     Low  11:28 AM     1.6

    10     High   4:45 PM     3.8

Th11     Low   1:20 AM    -0.3

    11     High   7:46 AM     2.7

    11      Low  12:30 PM     1.8

    11     High   5:43 PM     3.4

F  12      Low   2:29 AM     0.0

    12     High   9:02 AM     2.7

    12      Low   2:07 PM     1.8

    12     High   7:14 PM     3.0
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   Minor   Major       Minor         Major

5  5:52 AM  11:50 PM  7:45 PM  12:14 PM

6  6:30 AM  12:40 AM  8:52 PM  1:07 PM

7  7:14 AM  1:35 AM  10:00 PM  2:04 PM

8  8:06 AM  2:34 AM  11:06 PM  3:05 PM

9  9:07 AM  3:37 AM      ----  4:08 PM

10  12:07 AM  4:39 AM  10:14 AM  5:10 PM

11  1:00 AM  5:39 AM  11:23 AM  6:08 PM

12  1:45 AM  6:36 AM  12:32 PM  7:02 PM

FEED TIMES

TIDE TABLES

By PAT MCGRIFF
onemorecast@gtcom.net

Well, the Perry Optimist 
Club Tourney is this 
weekend, Saturday, May 6, 
with big money ($2,500) 
being paid out for the biggest 
trout.

They will be paying cash 
for the top five places in 
trout, three places for redfish 
and largest flounder, plus 
many door prizes at the 
weigh-in.

Entry fee is $50, and there 
will be weigh-ins at three 
sites (Keaton, Steinhatchee 
and Econfina).

Go to: www.
optimistclubperryfl.com for 
complete information

We had a limit of trout 
today (Wednesday), and the 
bite didn’t start until the 
W-I-N-D  did. We brought 
in 10 trout and threw back 
one over 20 inches, as we 
already had a 19.5-inch trout 

in the cooler.
We lost a couple more 

big trout, including one that 
looked to be 5-6 pounds, 
from 5.5 feet of water late in 
the tide.

All our trout ate live 
pinfish fished under a Back 
Bay Thunder, and most were 
in 3.5 to 5.5 feet of water.

We also landed two keeper 
redfish — one 22 inches, 
and the other 25 inches for 
Matt Mann (previously from 
Perry) now residing in Ocala 
with his wife, Bridget.

The water is surprisingly 
clear all the way to Yates 
Creek, then it has outstanding 
stain from around Warrior 
Marker to Fenholloway.

Once you move out to 
5-6 feet of water the stain 
subsides, and you should be 
able to find the color water 
you prefer to fish thanks to 
the BLOW from this past 
weekend.

Optimist Tourney is Sat.

Keaton Beach
Fishing Report

The Taylor County 
Baseball Association 
(TCBA) has wrapped up the 
majority of its 2023 Babe 
Ruth youth baseball season 
and crowned champions in 
three age divisions.

Congratulations to 2023 
6-and-under (6U) Teeball 
League Champions Blount 
& Sons Septic Rays, coached 
by BJ Nawlin, and 6U 
runners-up the Kerry Puhl 
Lawnworks Pirates, coached 
by Billy Joe Wigglesworth.

In the 8U Coach Pitch 
League, the RB Logging 
Yankees, coached by Reece 
Borklund, were crowned 
champions after edging out 
the Cruce Logging Mariners, 
coached by Cori Johnson.

In the 10U Minor League, 
the County Line Land 
Clearing Dodgers, coached 
by Lee Coulliette, won the 
championship game over the 
second-place Huddle House 
Braves, coached by Matt 
Cruce.

The top-seeded Baker 
County Wildcats broke 
open a close 1-0 ballgame 
by scoring a combined eight 
runs during the 4th and 5th 
innings on the way to a 
10-0 win that eliminated 
the Taylor County Bulldogs 
from the District 2-4A 
baseball tournament 
Tuesday night in Glen St. 
Mary.

The Wildcats (19-
6) advanced to the 
championship game to face 
#2-seeded Wakulla (16-10), 
who eliminated Suwannee 

(9-14), 7-3 in the other 
semifinal game on Tuesday.

Baker scored a single 
run in the bottom of the 
1st inning, and the score 
remained 1-0 until the 
bottom of the 4th, when the 
Wildcats pushed three runs 
across to lead 4-0.

Baker County broke the 
game open with 5 more 
runs in the bottom of the 
5th and tacked on a solo run 
in the bottom of the 6th to 
end the game by the 10-run 
“mercy rule,” while holding 
the Bulldogs to just two hits 

and no runs.
Talen Aibejeris (1 for 

3) and Jaret Fuller (1 for 
3) were the only Bulldogs 
to manage a hit, as Baker 
County’s pitching staff held 
Taylor County scoreless 
through six innings, walking 
only two batters and giving 
up one baserunner on an 
error, while recording 14 
strikeouts.

Fuller and Ethan Tuten 
combined to pitch 5-2/3 
innings, giving up six hits 
and 10 runs (6 earned) on 
nine walks, while striking 

out 11.  Fuller allowed 
six runs on five hits and 
five walks while striking 
out two in 2-1/3 innings, 
while Tuten pitched 3-1/3 
innings, allowing four runs 
on one hit and four walks 
while striking out nine.

Taylor County’s defense 
committed six errors in the 
field.

The Bulldogs ended 
their 2023 season with an 
impressive 14-8 record, 
despite a roster dominated 
by freshmen and sophomore 
players.

TCBA Champions!

TCBA 8U Coach Pitch League first-place Yankees and second-place Mariners

TCBA 6U T-ball first-place Rays TCBA 6U T-ball second-place Pirates

TCBA 10U first-place Dodgers and second-place Braves 

‘Dogs fall to Baker Co. to end season

www.optimistclubperryfl.com
www.perryfldojo.us


 

A benefit gala for animal 
advocacy groups “A Hound 
to Hold” and “PAWS (Pets 
Are Worth Spaying) of 
Steinhatchee” will be held 
Friday, May 12, at the 
Steinhatchee Landing Club 
& Chapel.

Tickets are $75 per 

person and includes dinner 
and two drink tickets.

“Join us for a Polynesian-
inspired gala with roasted 
pig, plantains, black beans 
and rice and pineapple 
upside down cake. Hula 
dancers will fill the stage. 
Make sure you wear your 

best Hawaiian-themed 
outfits,” organizers said.

A silent auction will 
be held in the Magnolia 
room to further benefit 
the two non-profit 
organizations.

A Hound to Hold, is a 
local non-profit that benefits 
abandoned animals by 
getting them the care they 
need whether it be medical, 
shelter and food. 

PAWS has greatly 
impacted the Steinhatchee 
community by offsetting 
the cost to have stray  
cats and dogs neutered/
spayed.

To purchase tickets, 
please email anna@
fiddlersontheriver.com or 
call (352) 356-7026.

Steinhatchee/Beaches A-6  Perry News-Herald  
April 21-22, 2023
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By DEBRA BUTLER
Columnist

The Salty Bobbers 
square dancing group 
based in Steinhatchee 
recently celebrated its sixth 
anniversary.

Don Stipp, the group’s 
founder, was previously 
commuting to Gainesville 
every day for work. After 
work, he would dance 
with a group in Gainesville 
before heading home to 
Steinhatchee.

Upon his retirement and 
not wanting to drive back 
and forth to Gainesville to 
dance, Stipp formed Salty 
Bobbers, which meets every 
Tuesday evening at the 
Steinhatchee Community 
Center.

Square dancing has roots 
that date back to the 17th 
century in Europe. Although 
the style of dance has been 
prevalent for years, many 
older generation square 
dancers are aging out, 
causing attendance to drop.

This makes it difficult 
for many dance groups to 
gather, as a minimum of 

eight people are needed, 
including “four guys and 
four gals,” said Stipp.

There is hope that 
the trend of declining 
participating is changing, 
as younger dancers 
are beginning to join – 
including one as young as 
10 who recently participated 
in Salty Bobbers activities.

As of 2018, one middle 
school in the United States 
still taught square dancing 
as part of its physical 
education curriculum. 

Not only was the required 
class an excellent way 
to hone social skills, but 
students also benefited from 
the coordination needed 
and following instructions 

to avoid losing their place.
Unbeknownst to many, 

square dancing is Florida’s 
official state dance. 

A July 2022 article from 
“Country Dancing Tonight” 
states that square dancing 
is the official state dance 
in 28 out of 50 states. 
Typically more popular 
among the southern states, 

square dancing “is strongly 
associated with American 
culture, thanks to the 
romanticized image of the 
American cowboy.”

Anyone is welcome to 
attend the Salty Bobbers 
gatherings. 

Stipp says, “We even  
have something for 
beginners.”

There is no mandatory 
fee to attend, but donations 
are requested to help 
compensate Charlie 
Pergrossi, a square dance 
“caller” from Fanning 
Springs, a little something 
for his time and gas. 

Most other professional 
callers would require a 
specific dollar amount for 
his/her services.

The Salty Bobbers 
meet at the Steinhatchee 
Community Center every 
Tuesday evening from 7-9 
p.m. 

For more information 
about the Salty Bobbers, 
contact Don Stipp at 954-
616-7701.

Debra Ann Butler graduated 

from Eckerd College, where 

she majored in humanities, 

minored in journalism and 

was a member of Phi Alpha 

Theta. She is now a graduate 

student at Johns Hopkins 

University in pursuit of a MA in 

writing. Butler and her husband 

live in Steinhatchee, where 

she enjoys cooking, raising 

orchids, tending chickens and 

fishing.

Do-Si-Do with the Salty Bobbers

The Salty Bobbers meet at the Steinhatchee Community Center every Tuesday from 7-9 p.m. All 
ages and all skill levels are welcome.

‘Pawty’ on Friday, May 12

The public is invited 
to spend an afternoon 
“celebrating the strong 
women of Steinhatchee” at 

a “Nauti Nosh” planned for 
Sunday, May 7 from 2-4:30 
p.m. at the Steinhatchee 
Community Center.

There will be a 
special guest speaker, 
hors d’oeuvres, tea bar,  
games, prizes and photo 
booth.

Tickets are $10 for 
adults, $5 for children 12 
and under.

The event is hosted by 
the Steinhatchee Stingrays 
Recreation Association 
(SSRA), and proceeds 
will go to helping the not-
for-profit organization 
dedicated to upgrading 
existing recreational 
facilities, build new sports 
facilities and purchasing 
equipment for additional 
activities for the children, 
youth and families of 
Steinhatchee.  

RSVP on the Steinhatchee 
Stingray’s Facebook 
page or by calling (352) 
210-3050. Tickets can be 
purchased by Zelle, Venmo 
or CashApp.

Calling all strong women!

Steinhatchee Stingrays 
Recreation Association 
(SSRA) Inc. will hold an “End 
of School Bash” on Friday, May 
19, from 5:30 until 9 p.m. at 
the Steinhatchee Community 
Center.

The “End of School Bash” 
will include a “Family Fun & 
Glow Dance Night.”

Proceeds will help upgrade 
existing facilities, build new 
facilities and purchase 
equipment for additional 
activities.

End of School 
Bash set May 19

www.fiddlersontheriver.com
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The truth is I’m 
scared.

The last time I went 
on a cruise with the 
Class of 1982 was in 
1982. Now, 41 years 
later, my classmates 
are talking about going 
on another cruise.

This isn’t the first 
time the Class of 82 
has boarded a cruise 
ship together since our 
senior year. We spent a 
year planning a reunion 
cruise in 2002 – 20 
years after the first one.

I was part of the planning committee, but at the 
last minute – and for reasons I won’t discuss for 
fear of falling out with some of my classmates who 
still don’t believe me – I backed out.

My classmate, Jackie Alexander Flowers, who 
is “supposed” to be one of my dearest friends, told 
the other classmates not to believe my story about 
a major emergency. Instead, she said I backed out 
because I couldn’t find my karate suit. In fact, during 
one of our planning meetings in 2002, Jackie asked 
me, “Ant, are you taking your karate suit?”

If only she knew the truth.
You see, Tom Collins, a rigged casino and a karate 

suit are all part of the memories of my senior cruise 
back in 1982.  

I first met Tom Collins a few hours after our ship 
set sail. I don’t recall which classmate introduced 
me to my intoxicating friend, but it didn’t take long 
for me and Tom to develop a love-hate relationship 
that still exists today.

The first night of the cruise, I put on my fashion 
forward Chinese-tailored suit and decided to 
explore the ship with a few glasses of Tom. Our first 
stop was a casino that I had stumbled on before the 
ship pulled out of the dock. 

Four hours later, I walked out of the casino 
without half of the money I had entered with. 
Normally, I would have been upset. But, because I 
had come to the casino with Tom, I laughed it off 
and headed to the lounge to meet a few classmates. 

When I walked into the lounge, the first thing I 
noticed was Jackie lying on the floor holding her 
own glass of Tom. 

“Jackie, what are you doing on the floor?” I asked.
“Tom did it,” she laughed. Then, she looked up at 

me and asked, “Why are you wearing a karate suit?”
“It’s not a karate suit,” I explained as I sat on the 

floor beside her. “I saw somebody wearing a suit 
like this on Soul Train.”

“You didn’t see that on Soul Train,” she said, 
laughing out loud. “You must have been watching 
Kung Fu.”   

The next morning, I woke up on the floor of 
my cabin wearing a Chinese-tailored suit that a 
truckload of Tide could not revive. Even though 
my hangover prevented me from remembering 
anything about the previous night, after I cleaned 
up, I vowed to forget everything.

When we arrived back in Perry, my mother was 
anxious to hear about the cruise. I made sure to tell 
her only the “repeatable” parts of the trip.

“Well, I’m glad you had a good time,” she said as 
she watched me unpack my luggage. “Where’s your 
karate suit?”

I told the truth. “I must have left it in the Bahamas.”
“Well, you’ll never see that outfit again.”
As I think about the possibility of cruising again 

with my classmates, I hope my mother was right. I 
would hate to step on the ship and hear someone 
yell, “That’s his karate suit that’s been hanging in 
the Lost and Found for 40-some years.”  

If that happens, I’ll need a gallon of Tom. Forget 
the ice.

Remember when...

Cruisin’ 

with Tom

By
ANTHONY WHITE
anthonylamarwhite 

@yahoo.com

(Top right) The City of Perry celebrated Arbor Day by planting citrus trees at Rosehead Park. The trees were donated by Billy Wayne and Valerie 
Murphy from Murphy Citrus Nursery, Inc. (Top left) Shown are: (front row, left to right) City Manager John Hart, Joe Demps, Alex Griffin, Stephanie 
Bailey and Penny  Staffney; and (back row, left to right) Mike Roberts, Michael Hughes, Drew Williams, Amy Lovett, Valerie Murphy and Billy Wayne 
Murphy.

City of Perry Celebrates Arbor Day

On April 15-16, Taylor 
Gymnastics hosted the 
AAU North 3rd Qualifier, 
welcoming 344 competitors 
traveling from as far away 
as Daytona Beach to 
Tallahassee.

Gymnasts competed in 
all four events, with five 
sessions on Saturday and 
four sessions on Sunday, 
followed by an awards 
ceremony held at the First 
Baptist Church Student 
Center.

Several local businesses 
greeted gymnasts with 
street signs and true 

Southern hospitality,  Taylor 
Gymnastics’ LaDonna 
LaValle said.

“Our girls’ competitive 
team was excited to 
host a meet at our home 
gym. We want to thank 
our community for their 
support and our parents/
volunteers for helping the 
entire weekend. We heard 
all positive feedback from 
guests and they hope to 
return to Perry next year,” 
she said.

Attending gyms 
included: Bard, Sun 
Country, Gymnastics 

Unlimited, North Florida, 
Fleming, Ancient City, 
Taylor Gymnastics, Main 
Street, Fit Club, Daytona, 
MMATC, OC, World Class 
and Coastal Elite.

Results for local 
competitors included:

• Level 2: Jasmine 
Pizarroz, first on vault and 
floor and Breleigh Ellis, 
first on beam.

• Level 6: Sydnee Lee, 
first on bars, beam and all-
around and El Grubbs, first 
on vault and floor.

• Level 7: Copelyn 
Johnson, first on bars, 

beam, floor and all-around.
• XCEL Silver: Emilia 

Sirmones, first on  
bars, beam, floor and all-
around.

• XCEL Gold: Reece 
Williamson, first on vault, 
bars, beam, floor and 
all-around and Paisley 
Thomas, first on beam, 
floor and all-around.

• XCEL Platinum: Emily 
Fee, first on vault, bars, 
beam, floor and all-around.

Taylor Gymnastics will 
be heading to the state 
competition on Saturday, 
May 20, in Tampa.

Taylor Gymnastics welcomes 344 
competitors for AAU 3rd qualifier

The Friends of the Taylor 
County Public Library will 
hold its Spring Book Sale 

on Saturday, May 13, from 
8 a.m. until 12 noon.

Books (and other items) 

will be 25 cents or five  
for $1.

Magazines will be 5 cents 

or six for 25 cents.
A small selection of items 

will be priced as marked. 

Spring Book Sale set May 13

www.mccbflorida.com
www.yahoo.com


 

Editor’s Note: This Sunday, 
May, 7, family and friends from 
near and far will gather at the 
Robert M. Hendry Memorial 
Methodist Church in Shady 
Grove for the 156th Hendry 
Family Reunion. Morning 
services will begin at 11 a.m., 
followed  by dinner on the 
grounds. The following history, 
written by Spessard Stone, 
highlights the patriarch of the 
family, Robert McFail Hendry.

Robert McFail Hendry, 
son of William Hendry and 
Nancy McFail, was born 
Feb. 29, 1816, in Liberty 
County, Ga.

In Thomas County, Ga., 
in December 1838 (a family 
genealogist has Dec. 16, but 
marriage records has Dec. 
14), Robert married Martha 
Ann Carlton, who was born 

in June 1820 in Sampson 
County, N.C. 

She was  the daughter of 
John Carlton and Nancy 
Ann Alderman.

After their marriage, 
they first lived in Thomas 
County, but, apparently, in 
the 1840s lived for a time in 
Marion County, Fla.

By the time the 1850 
census of Thomas County 
was enumerated, they had 
returned to that county, 
as they were recorded in 
household No. 163. 

In 1852, Robert M. 
Hendry purchased the John 
Carlton plantation, which 
included a sawmill and 
gristmill. 

Later he sold it and 
resettled about 1854 in 
what is now Taylor County, 

where he had bought a 
farm. 

Robert, Martha Ann 
and children (their third 
child through 11th) were 
enumerated in the Second 
Judicial District, “20 
day of June, Post Office 
Finholloway,” in the 1860 
census of Taylor County. 

His occupation was listed 
as “Clergyman Meth C.” 
He had real estate valued 
at $2,000 and a personal 
estate of $4,515. 

In the 1880 census of 
Taylor County, the family 
was recorded at Shady 
Grove.

Robert was a mason 
and a licensed minister in 
the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

On Dec. 8, 1867, he was 
ordained as an elder by 
Bishop George F. Pierce “to 
administer the Sacraments 
and Ordinances, and to feed 
the flock of Christ, so long 
as his spirit and practice are 
such as become the Gospel 
of Christ, and he continueth 
to hold fast to the form of 
sound words, according to 
the established doctrines of 
the Gospel.” 

The Rev. Hendry did a 
good deal of ministerial 
work, and the church of 
Shady Grove was built as a 
memorial to him.

The Rev. Robert M. 
Hendry died Aug. 30, 1888, 
in Taylor County. 

Martha Ann Hendry died 
Oct. 18, 1900, in Taylor 
County. 

They are buried in the 
Hendry Cemetery, located 
several hundred yards 
north of Shady Grove on 
Highway 221 N., 12 miles 
north of Perry.

Their 12 children 
included: 

• William Sharp Hendry, 
born Jan. 5, 1840, Ga.; died 
Feb. 21, 1869; married on Apr. 
24, 1858, Sarah Ann Anderson 
(1838-1885).

• John Wright Hendry, 

born Apr. 11, 1841; died June 
7, 1881 at Shady Grove; 
married (1) Sept. 10, 1857, 
Sarah Barnett (1839-1874); 
and (2) July 18, 1875, Martha 
Henrietta Towles (1854-alive 
May 1927). During the Civil 
War, John W. Hendry enlisted 
in 1861 in Capt. John M. 
Hendry’s Company, Taylor’s 
Eagles. On April 29, 1862, at 
Camp Tolo, he enlisted as a 
private in Co. I, 2nd Fla. Cav., 
CSA and was on the muster 
rolls to July/Aug. 1863. He 
was elected 2nd Lt., Co. F, 
5th Batt’n, Fla. Cav., CSA, 
Sept. 5, 1863, and was on 
muster rolls for April 30 to 
Aug. 31, 1864 (last on file). 
He was discharged at the 
close of the war. Living south 
of Perry, John was a farmer, 
cattleman, operator of a 
gristmill and sawmill and small 
general store. He was also a 
licensed Methodist minister. 
He served Taylor County in 
the House 1871 and 1872, and  
the Senate, 12th district, in 
1881.

• Robert Wesley Hendry, 
born Jan. 29, 1843; died Oct. 
2, 1929; married (1) on Jan. 
6, 1868, Jane Wilder (1845-
1868); and (2) Feb. 8, 1870, 
Ann Elizabeth Delk. During the 
Civil War Robert served in the 
companies of Capts. Carraway 
Smith, Smith Parramore, A. A. 
Griffin and Albert Dozier. He 
was active in Methodist church 
work.

• Nancy Jane Hendry, 
born in March 1845; died 
Nov. 1, 1882; married on Aug. 
15, 1865, James Hamilton 
Wentworth (1836-1893). They 
lived at Shady Grove. During 
the Civil War, James enlisted 
at Madison in 1862 in the CSA, 
was promoted to lieutenant, 
captured at Gettysburg and 
released in 1865. James, a 
lawyer, served Taylor County 
as superintendent of schools 
1869-1873, county judge, 
chairman of the Board of 
County Commissioners, county 
surveyor and enumerator of 
the 1880 census. He was also 

a Missionary Baptist preacher.
• Polly Ann Hendry, born 

Feb. 27, 1847; died Feb. 26, 
1927 (1929 ?); married Henry 
A. Rowell (1834-92).

• Thomas Bowden Hendry, 
born April 21, 1848; died May 
8, 1910; married (1) May 21, 
1871, Melvina (Anderson) 
Albritton; and (2) on Feb. 3, 
1874, Josephine Williams 
(1849-1933). During the 
Civil War, Thomas served in 
Capt. J.W. Faulkner’s Co., 1st 
Florida, CSA. Living on Rocky 
Creek, near Boyd, Thomas 
was a farmer and had a cotton 
gin and sawmill. He served 
one term as the Taylor County 
superintendent of schools.

• Susan D. Hendry, born 
April 1850; died June 13, 
1915; married on March 4, 
1869, Henry Harry Slaughter 
(1840-1908).

• Lydia M. Hendry, born 
April 17, 1852; died Oct. 21, 
1926; married on Aug. 4, 1872, 

Jeremiah M. Wilder (1847-
1922).

• James Madison Hendry, 
born April 8, 1854; died April 
14, 1938; married Nov. 14, 
1872, Louisianna Williams 
(1855-1948). James was a 
farmer and Methodist minister.

• David Asbury Hendry, 
born April 30, 1856; died Sept. 
4, 1933; married (1) Feb. 1879, 
Annie M. Whitfield; and (2) 
Sept. 23, 1895, Mrs. Martha 
Elizabeth Fletcher Smith.

• Eli McFail Hendry, born 
Nov. 1, 1858; died July 9, 
1939; married in Sept. 1876, 
Sarah A. Lucretia Poppell. 
“Mack” was a farmer and 
stockman. He served on the 
Taylor County Board of County 
Commissioners.

• Alderman Carlton 
Hendry, born April 21, 1861; 
died Sept. 5, 1953; married 
(1) Dec. 7, 1882, Mosea A. 
Barker; and (2) on Feb. 11, 
1927, Arie Bailey McCloud.

May 5-6, 2023
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REGIONAL JAIL 

BITES THE DUST

The curtain rang down 
with a bang on the regional 
jail concept when Taylor 
County commissioners 
voted unanimously to 
advertise for an architect 
to design a local facility 
to house prisoners, 
incorporating the existing 
county jail building.

Sheriff Quentin Whittle 
told the commissioners 

that he thought it would be 
more feasible for the county 
to build a local jail, and  
the county commissioners 
concurred.

TAYLOR AIDS IN 

MADISON DISASTER

Assistance from all 
over the state was pouring 
into Madison County in 
the wake of a tornado 
that wreaked havoc there, 
killing four people and 
injuring several others.

Taylor County 
commissioners agreed to 
formally offer Madison a 
week’s worth of labor and 
equipment in the clean-up 
effort.

However, Taylor County 
volunteers and emergency 
personnel had already 
responded to the disaster 
call prior to the official 
action.

COUNTY TO TRY TO 

SCOOP-OUT CANAL

The county board of 
commissioners vowed 
to try its best to dragline 
the mud and muck which 
remained entrenched in 
front of Sid and Anita 
Stovall’s property, out of 
the end of the main Cedar 
Island Canal.

The Stovalls told the 
commissioners at the last 
county meeting that they 
were going to withhold 
paying their dredging 
tax until they reaped 
approximately the same 
benefits as other canal-front 
residents.

MAN CRASHES OFF 

TAYLOR COASTLINE

An Alabama man was 
killed when his rented small 
aircraft went into a slow 
spin and crashed about six 
miles off the Taylor County 
coastline.

WRONG WAY 

TRUCK BUSTED 

AFTER CHASE

The Perry Police 
Department arrested the 
driver of a tractor-trailer 
who apparently ignored 
attempts to stop his truck 
as he drove north in the 
southbound lane of U.S. 19.

HAGEN’S COVE PARK 

COULD BE LEASED 

OUT

The Taylor County Board 
of County Commission 
suggested that the Florida 
Game and Freshwater 
Fish Commission (GFC) 
sublease Hagen’s Cove to 
a private party and referred 
GFC to an individual who 
was interested in taking 
over the popular waterfront 
park.

ALMOST 

THERE

Workers were busy 
putting the finishing 
touches on the shelter for 
the Shady Grove Volunteer 
Fire Department’s trucks.

It was hoped the shelter 
would be completed in time 
for the department’s annual 
fundraiser planned April 
30, 1988.

CONVENTION 

REPRESENTATIVES

David Overstreet, a 
freshman at the University 
of Central Florida, was one 
of the featured speakers at 
the statewide convention 
“Florida Coming Together...
Drug Free” held in Tampa.

Representatives from 
Taylor County in attendance 
included: Jason Myers, 
Myra Landers, Kittye 
Wells, Margie Walsh and 
Sarah Deese.

TICO SLATES SECOND 

ANNUAL LITTLE KING 

AND QUEEN PAGEANT

TICO announced 
contestants for its second 
annual Little King and 
Queen Pageant: Natanii 
Katoria Granger, Corey 
Lamar Neal, Arturo F. 
Flowers, Tamera Shnay 
Smith, B.B. Dunwoody, 
Chadwick Delmon Powell 
and Rebecca Latrese 
Demps.

Admission was 50¢ for 
students and $1 for adults. 

GUNTER NAMED 

QUEEN OF SPRING 

FESTIVAL

Lori Gunter, a 1986 
graduate of Taylor County 
High School (TCHS), 
was crowned queen of the 
Spring Festival at Florida 
College in Tampa.

Gunter was escorted by 
Keith Nowlin, who was a 
1987 graduate of  TCHS.

Her fellow students, 
on the basis of character, 

personality and leadership, 
also elected her to the 
positions of class favorite 
and Miss Florida College.

She was the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Freddie 
Gunter.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Amber Nicole Stalans 
celebrated her first birthday 
on April 21, 1988, with 
family and friends. 

At the celebration 
were her parents, Chris 
Stalans and Paula Pitts and 
grandparents, David and 
Linda Stalans, Donna and 
Larry Taylor, Patsy Pitts, 
and Gary and Sheila Pitts.

NEW ARRIVAL

Joshua Michael Sands
Michael and Vicky 

(Fowler) Sands of Perry 
announced the birth of a 
son, Joshua Michael, on 
April 20, 1988, at 11;39 
a.m. at Doctor’s Memorial 
Hospital.

He weighed eight pounds 
and was 21 inches long.

Maternal grandparents 
were Charlotte King and 
Bill Fowler. The baby’s 
paternal grandparents were 
Connie Peters and John 
Sands.

LAST SUPPER

Mrs. Lincoln (Maude) 
Murphy would be honored 
during a special Mother’s 
Day event at New Home 
Baptist Church with the 
unveiling of her handmade 
crocheted picture of the 
Last Supper.

A glance at the past

County Commission axes plans for regional jail
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156th Hendry Family Reunion

Robert McFail Hendry was born in Georgia, but 
later settled in Taylor County. His descendants 
will gather for their 156th family reunion this 
Sunday, May 7.

The sons of Robert McFail Hendry: (standing, 
left to right) David Asbury Hendry, Alderman 
Carlton Hendry and Eli McFail Hendry; (seated, 
left to right) Thomas Bowden Hendry, James 
Madison Hendry and Robert Wesley Hendry.

Family patriarch - Robert M. Henry - born in 1816



 

By MARK VIOLA
At 12:01 a.m. Tuesday morning, the 

Writers Guild of America (WGA) officially 
went on strike, which, depending on how 
long the strike ultimately lasts, could have 
major effects on all forms of television and 
film production.

The strike has already shut down multiple 
productions, and hopefully, for everyone 
involved -- including us viewers at home 
-- it will not last as long as the last work 
stoppage, which lasted more than three 
months from Nov. 5, 2007, to Feb. 12, 2008.

What is the strike about?
In two words: money and streaming.
Much of the disagreement stems from the 

writers’ stance that they are not getting their 
fair share in the new world of streaming, both 
in the amount they are paid and structural 
changes in productions that the WGA claims 
have resulted in their members being treated 
like they are part of a “gig economy” instead 
of a union workforce.

The WGA has spent the past several 
months negotiating a new contract with the 
Alliance of Motion Picture and Television 
Producers (AMPTP), the trade association 
representing Hollywood’s major film and 
television studios. Those negotiations failed 
to reach an agreement before the deadline, 
and it doesn’t seem like the two sides are 
close at all to a compromise at this time.

Back in 2008, when the last contract was 
negotiated, Netflix had only just begun 
offering movies online in addition to its 
DVD mailing service. Amazon was dipping 
its toe in offering streaming films, and Hulu 
launched a week before the strike began.

Today, streaming is king, and all of the 
major studios and networks have embraced 
the change in one form or another.

Television
The first impacts directly noticeable to 

viewers arrived when most of the late night 
talk shows immediately went dark this week, 
with no writers to help pen the hosts’ opening 
monologues and other segments.

Back in 2007, several of the late night 
shows stayed in production -- or came back 
on air after two months -- without writers, in 
an attempt to support the rest of their crews, 
who were without work with no show to 
make. A few of the hosts got into hot water, 
as they were WGA members themselves 

and even coming up with comedy bits is 
considered writing.

Another show immediately going into 
reruns this week is “Saturday Night Live,” 
which is on hiatus until the strike is over.

As for scripted shows still in production, 
the impact to viewers won’t be immediate, 
but they’re also on the way.

The strike deadline was known, and likely 
productions have been stockpiling scripts to 
keep work going for at least a little while. 
According to reports, all of the scripts for 
the second season of HBO’s “House of the 
Dragon” have been written, and production 
is expected to start on schedule.

That doesn’t always work with sit-coms, 
which are often re-written and edited even 
as filming is underway, resulting in shows 
like “Night Court” reportedly either shutting 
down production or likely to soon.

However, even if production is able to 
continue on some shows, there will be little 
flexibility to adjust as they go, since, in 
most cases, the showrunners are writers and 
WGA members, meaning that while they are 
required to continue working on the shows 
as producers (due to that guild’s own work 
agreement with the studios), as striking 
writers, they can’t make any edits to the 
scripts as they are being filmed.

Fortunately for television, especially 
network television, the new strike is 
happening at a much more advantageous 
time of the year, arriving at the tail end of 
their traditional spring season when many 
productions will already have the scripts in 
hand for any remaining episodes.

Back in 2007, the strike occurred right in 
the middle of the fall season and lasted well 
into the start of the spring season, resulting 
in many shows losing episodes. As one 
example, the fourth season of “Lost” ended 
up being only 12 episodes instead of the 
scheduled 16 due to the lost production time.

I’d imagine streaming services will see 
less of an impact as they tend to have a less 
rigid release schedule for their shows, so 
if certain seasons are delayed a couple of 
months, it won’t feel like as big an upheaval 
as if the networks are unable to start their 
shows as usual in the fall, which is possible 
depending on how long the strike lasts.

Movies
Due to the long production time involved 

in making movies compared to episodic 
television, it’s unlikely viewers will see 
much impact from the strike for a while. But, 
rest assured, there will be impacts and there 
already have been.

Reports started last week that intense 
bidding wars were breaking out between 
studios attempting to get a few more finished 
scripts in hand before the strike began.

However, like with television, scripts are 
often edited and changed while production 
is underway, resulting in a better product in 
the end. For movies in production during the 
strike, that will not be an option, at least not 
by anyone with WGA membership.

Yahoo Movies had an interesting write-
up recently about major movies impacted 
by the 2007-08 strike, and there were a few 
surprises included on the list.

The one I knew was “Transformers: 
Revenge of the Fallen,” which only had 
a loose outline instead of an actual script 
when the work stoppage began. Therefore, 
director Michael Bay moved forward with 
creating the various action sequences he 
wanted in the movie, and after the strike 

ended, he hired writers to find a way to string 
them together into a movie. Even Bay later 
admitted the resulting movie was “crap.”

One movie I was not aware had been 
impacted until the Yahoo Movies article was 
“Quantum of Solace,” which in my opinion 
is the least successful of the James Bond 
movies starring Daniel Craig. Well, it turns 
out one of the reasons was that the film’s 
script arrived just two hours before the strike 
began, and according to Craig, it was “bare 
bones,” leaving it up to the actor to write 
many of his own scenes. “A writer I am not,” 
he was later quoted as saying.

Hopefully, those are lessons learned 
for producers this time around, but it is 
Hollywood, so who knows what will happen 
if the strike lasts long enough to potentially 
push some of next year’s tent-pole features 
out of their pre-scheduled release dates.

As I said before, hopefully the strike 
ends soon with the writers getting their fair 
share, everyone else getting paid because 
work is back up and running, and us viewers 
getting quality television and movies to  
watch.

By MARK VIOLA
The domestic box office 

finally got a major shot in 
the arm last month with the 
surprising hero: Mario.

The animated “Super 
Mario Bros.” movie is by far 
the year’s biggest hit to date, 
breaking numerous records 
over its first four weekends 
in theaters. 

Although it will likely 
not lead the weekend box 
office take this week thanks 
to the arrival of the new 
“Guardians of the Galaxy” 
movie, Mario has already 
proved he can collect the 
coins.

The film is already the 
highest-grossing video 
game adaptation ever at 
the domestic box office, 
breaking that record in just 
five days after delivering 
the largest five-day opening 
ever for a movie that opened 
on a Wednesday ($204.6 
million). Also, its $92.5 
million second weekend and 
$59.9 million third weekend 
are both the highest ever for 
an animated film.

Worldwide, “Super Mario 
Bros.” crossed the $1 billion 
mark last Sunday, becoming 
just the fifth movie to 
accomplish that feat since 
COVID shut down theaters 
in 2020.

Jumping back to the 
domestic box office, the 
power of Mario lifted the 
month of April to great 
heights with a total of $901 
million, making it the third 
highest-grossing April ever.

This year’s total was 

behind only 2018 and 2019, 
which both had the benefit 
of an “Avengers” movie 
kicking off the summer 
blockbuster season a week 
early during the last weekend 
of the April (instead of the 
usual first weekend of May).

Speaking of May, let’s get 
to this week’s movies.

In Theaters
This weekend marks the 

official beginning of the 
summer blockbuster season, 
and like pretty much every 
year (not counting when 
COVID had everything 
closed), the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe (MCU) 
is kicking things off.

“Guardians of the 
Galaxy, Vol. 3” is 
presumably the last MCU 
film that will be written and 
directed by James Gunn, 
who has taken over the DC 
Universe for Warner Bros. 
The story picks up with the 
Guardians still reeling from 
the events of “Avengers: 
Endgame.” However, when 
a new threat arises, one with 
a personal connection to one 
of the Guardians, they will 
have to come together and 
fight like they’ve never done 
before if they want to both 
survive and save the galaxy 
again. Although I’ve enjoyed 
many of the recent MCU 
more than most, there’s no 
denying the franchise is in 
need of a genuine hit, and 
if anybody can pull that off, 
it’s Gunn. Here’s hoping for 
the best.

The film is rated PG-13 
for intense sequences of 

violence and action, strong 
language, suggestive/drug 
references and thematic 
elements

“Love Again” is a 
romance in which a 
young woman (Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas, “The Matrix 
Resurrections”) tries to ease 
the pain of her fiancé’s death 
by sending romantic texts to 
his old cell phone number 
and forms a connection with 
the man (Sam Heughan, 
“Outlander”) the number has 
been reassigned to.

The movie is rated PG-13 
for some sexual material and 
some strong language.

Paramount+
“Death’s Roulette” is 

a thriller from Mexico in 
which seven strangers wake 
up in a mansion in the 
middle of nowhere, where 
they discover they are part 
of a twisted game. They 
will have 60 minutes to 
choose one person to die; 
otherwise, all of them will be  
murdered.

The movie is not yet rated.
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this week in theaters 

and streaming at home

How will the writers’ strike affect the shows, movies you’re watching?

By RANDI RODRIGUEZ
 Get ready for some F-bombs in the 

Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU), 
because “Guardians of the Galaxy 
Vol. 3” is about to drop some serious 
language. According to star Chris 
Pratt, this will be the first movie in the 
MCU to contain the naughty word.

“I do drop the first F-bomb. Take 
that, Samuel L. Jackson,” Pratt told 
Variety on the red carpet, clearly 
relishing his newfound status as the 
MCU’s foremost potty mouth.

He also confirmed that the line 
was not scripted, proving that even 
superheroes have a naughty streak.

“Everyone’s been trying to improv 
F-bombs for 10 years, and finally one 
made it in,” Pratt boasted, adding that 
he was just trying to make the crew 
of the movie laugh when he said the 
word during filming. 

Hey, we all have our own ways of 
blowing off steam. But how did the 
F-bomb make it into the final cut?

As the story goes, Kevin Feige 
talked to James Gunn and said, 
“Listen, you don’t want to be the guy 
who is known for having the first 

F-word in your movie’,” Pratt explained 
on Jimmy Kimmel Live.

“And James is like, ‘Yes I do! Don’t 
you know me? That’s exactly what 
I want!’ And so they kept it in,” Pratt 
said, even admitting that it wasn’t 
the first time he’s tried to sneak the 
expletive into a movie.

“Oftentimes, if you drop an F-bomb, 
you know it’s not going to make the cut, 
but you’re just doing it to make people 
laugh, which is also an indication to let 
them know that you’re probably done 
with this scene,” he explained. “But 
guess what? They put it in the movie.”

So what does this mean for the 
rest of the MCU? Will our beloved 
Avengers start cursing up a storm in 
future movies?

Not so fast, as Pratt explained, 
“With a PG-13 movie, you typically get 
two sh-- words and maybe you can 
get one F-word. So everyone’s always 
fighting for it, throwing out an improv to 
try to get it in there…for years.”

But while the MCU may be 
cautiously dipping its toe into the world 
of adult language, another expletive-
ridden franchise is going full steam 

ahead. That’s right, I’m talking about 
Deadpool.

As stated on People.com, 
Disney Chairman and CEO Bob 
Iger confirmed that the Deadpool 
movies will remain R-rated, even after 
Disney’s acquisition of 21st Century 
Fox’s film and television assets for a 
whopping $71 billion.

“We will continue in that business,” 
Iger said, adding that “there’s certainly 
popularity” with those films. However, 
he emphasized that the R-rated 
films would be carefully branded and 
marketed separately from Disney’s 
other properties, so as not to confuse 
the consumer.

So there you have it, folks. The 
MCU is growing up and getting a little 
bit more foul-mouthed, while Deadpool 
will remain the king of cursing. 

You can reach us at MajorGeek@
Geekscloset.com with suggestions 
and comments. Let us know if you 
read this week’s article and get 10% 
off your next purchase! Follow the 
writer at Geekscloset.com or Visit us 
at our store: Geeks Closet, 129 N. 
Jefferson St., Perry, FL, 32347.

MCU breaks the F-bomb barrier   

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Monticello Opera House presents 
“The Diary of Anne Frank” for one final 
weekend.

The final showings of the production, 
which opened April 21, will be Friday and 
Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m.

The production, drawn from previously-
unpublished portions of Anne Frank’s 
famous memoirs, follows Anne’s precarious 
coming-of-age time as she and her family 
hide in a secret annex space above her 
father’s former office in Amsterdam, while 
the Nazis are daily deporting Dutch Jews to 
their deaths. 

Each day of these dark years, Anne’s 
voice shines through: “When I write I shake 
off all my cares. But I want to achieve more 
than that. I want to be useful and bring 
enjoyment to all people, even those I’ve 
never met. I want to go on living even after 

my death!” This is a new adaptation for a 
new generation.

The event will feature a 34-banner 
traveling exhibit in the downstairs Perkins 
Performance Hall entitled “Let Me Be 
Myself” The Life Story of Anne Frank. 
It shows the story of Anne Frank and 
contains statements of young people 
who had experiences with exclusion and 
discrimination, and serves as an inspiration 
to think about the consequences of Anne 
Frank’s story for today’s society.

The doors and bar will open at 7 p.m. for 
the evening showings and at 1 p.m. for the 
Sunday matinee.

Tickets are $23 for the show and 
may be purchased by calling (850) 
997-4242 or online at https://www.
monticellooperahouse.org. Tickets will also 
be available for purchase at the door.

“The Diary of Anne Frank”April 21 – May 7

Theatre Tallahassee presents “Tick, 
Tick…Boom,” the autobiographical musical 
by Jonathan Larson, the Pulitzer Prize and 
Tony Award–winning composer of “Rent.”

The story follows an aspiring composer 
who questions his life choices on the eve 
of his 30th birthday. His girlfriend wants to 
get married and move out of the city, his 
best friend is making big bucks on Madison 

Avenue, and yet Jon is still waiting on tables 
and trying to write the great American 
musical.

Remaining showtimes are May 5-6 at 8 
p.m. and May 7 at 2 p.m. General admission 
tickets are $15.

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit https://theatretallahassee.org/ 
or call (850) 224-8474.

“Tick, Tick…Boom”April 21 – May 7

The Quincy Music Theatre presents the 
stage musical, “Kiss Me, Kate,” opening May 
12 and running through May 21.

Passions run high as leading lady Lilli 
Vanessi and her ex-husband, actor/director 
Fred Graham, battle onstage and off in a 
production of Shakespeare’s “Taming of the 
Shrew.” 

With romance, comedy, sophistication 
and behind-the-scenes hijinks, “Kiss Me, 
Kate” combines the irreverent humor  with 
musical numbers, including: “So In Love,” 

“Wunderbar,” “Tom, Dick or Harry,” “Too Darn 
Hot,” “Brush Up Your Shakespeare,” “I Hate 
Men,” “Always True to You (In My Fashion)” 
and “Another Op’nin, Another Show.”

Showtimes will be May 12-13 and 19-20 
at 7:30 p.m. and May 14 and 21 at 2:30 p.m.

Tickets are $20 for adults, $17 for 
seniors and military personnel and $15 for 
students.

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit https://quincymusictheatre.
com/ or call (850) 875-9444.

“Kiss Me, Kate”May 12-21

Tallahassee Ballet’s spring performance, 
which will celebrate the organization’s 50th 
anniversary, brings both original works and 
the classics to the stage with live music on 
May 13-14 at Ruby Diamond Concert Hall.

The concert, which will be performed 
Saturday, May 13, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
May 14, at 2:30 p.m., will include “Swan 

Lake,” Acts II & IV, as well as four world 
premiere contemporary works, such as 
“O Fortuna” from  “Carmina Burana” with 
members from the Tallahassee Community 
Chorus.

For more information, call (850) 224-
6917 or visit https://www.tallahasseeballet.
org/.

Tallahassee Ballet’s 50th AnniversaryMay 13-14

https://theatretallahassee.org
www.monticellooperahouse.org
www.people.com
www.geekscloset.com
www.geekscloset.com


 

WE BUY 

Scrap Metal and Junk Cars.

(850) 838-5865. RC 

TURKEY ROOST NURSERY 

Twenty plus perennials for 

pollinators! Hydrangeas, Summer 

Rose Azaleas, Crape Myrtle, 

Sycamore trees, Blueberries, 

Citrus, Figs, tropical foliage, 

succulents, Datil Peppers, 

houseplants. Open Wed.-Sat. 

(10 a.m.-6 p.m.), Sun. (1-6 

p.m.), Mon-Tues (by chance or 

appointment).  6740 Abe Whitfield 

Lane, 850-584-7395. 

A TO Z LAWN &

FARM SERVICES

Licensed and Insured

Complete Lawn Services

Tree trimming/removal, dump 

truck services, harrowing, bush 

hog mowing, rake work, dirt 

leveling. Call (850) 838-5996 or 

(850) 584-7972.               AZ

JOE COXWELL WELDING LLC  

Welding Fabrication  & Repair 

Mobile Service.  (850) 843-3500 

JCW

NEED WELDING, FABRICATION 

OR EQUIPMENT REPAIR? 

Warrior Creek Mobile Welding 

Service will come to you! Call 

John Stephens (850) 672-0884. 

Located on U.S. Hwy. 19 South.

WCMW

 TALL TIMBER  TREE SERVICE 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• TREE TRIMMING 

• TREE REMOVAL 

• TRACTOR WORK 

• BUSH HOGGING 

• BUCKET TRUCK USE 

• LAND CLEARING 

*FREE ESTIMATES* *GREAT 

RATES* CALL TODAY! 

(850) 838-5923. MARK A. 

MONEYHAN  LICENSED AND 

INSURED. CERTIFIED QUALITY 

SPECIALIST.                    TTTS

ROGER’S POOL COMPANY: We 

are offering weekly full-service 

cleaning or weekly chemical 

delivery, in addition to equipment 

sales, service and pool liner 

installation. Call today (850) 295-

3948. 6/9

HELP NEEDED: ADVANCED 

REFRIGERATION & AIR 

CONDITIONING is hiring service 

technicians, installers and 

helpers. Apply in person at 520 

West Hampton Springs Ave. or 

call 850-584-3626 to have an 

application emailed to you. Email 

your resume to adv_ref@fairpoint.

net. BENEFITS INCLUDE: Health 

insurance (vision and dental 

available retirement plan, paid 

vacation time and paid holidays.

Service Tech - 20.00 - 28.00/hr. 

(negotiable) Installers - 16.00-

$20.00/hr. Helpers - 14.00-16.00/

hr. *Plus Bonuses*               ARA

ODELL CONSTRUCTION 

is looking for an experienced 

plumber.  No license needed, but 

applicant must have plumbing 

experience. Call (850) 223-2522.

TAYLOR COUNTY BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

JOB VACANCY 

ANNOUNCEMENT:

All applicants must complete a 

2-part application process: 

1. Register and complete an 

online profile with Career Source 

(located at Big Bend Technical 

College).

2. Fill out and sign County 

Application.

Detailed Job Descriptions can 

be found on the Taylor County 

Website: taylorcountygov.com

Taylor County is an EEO employer.

FULL-TIME VACANCIES:

Engineer - Firefighter/EMT 

- Animal Control Coordinator - 

Animal Control Officer.

SEASONAL/ON-CALL 

VACANCIES:

Concession Stand Lead - 

Concession Worker - Field 

Attendant - Roll-Off Site Attendant 

- Boat Ramp Attendants - 4-H 

Summer Camp Staff.                  

TCBCC

TAYLOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
CENTER, INC.

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
Receptionist/EHEAP Clerk 40/

hr. week position: 5 days Monday-
Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. with 1 hour 
lunch and 2 breaks. Pay scale 
$12-$15 per hour (Immediate 
opening).   This position reports 
to the Executive Director.  
Responsibilities are listed below 
but not limited to: Courteous and 
well-mannered to everyone who 
enters office.  Greet all visitors 
that comes into the Office. Direct 
all visitors to the appropriate staff 
working in the office concerning 
visitor requests. Documents all 
DSW arrival times and locations.  
Ability to understand about 
call routing, messaging, and 
voicemails. Organizing all DSW 
worker logs and all office forms 
used. Assist in fund raising/
donations. Manage incoming and 
outgoing mail.  Ability to transcribe 
recorded board meeting minutes 
and type for submittal to Executive 
Director. Data entry of all DSW logs 
dally for all programs. Responsible 
for the complete application of all 
EHEAP requests and submittal to 
the staff person who signs off on 
the completions. 

Works very close with CCE CASE 
MANAGER and Administrative 
Assistant. Requirements: 
Must excel in computer Excel 
spreadsheets, Microsoft Office, 
Word and general knowledge 
of all office equipment, such as 
time clock, computers, adding 
machines, computerized copy 
machine. Must pass drug testing 
and background screening. Must 
be a High School Graduate or 
GED. Applications may be picked 
up in the Taylor Senior Citizens 
Center ADMIN OFFICE. TSCCI is 

a drug free workplace.       TCSC

NOW HIRING ASAP: Certified 
Technician, Aggressive Starting 
Pay!  To apply, contact Tony 
Southerland. Key Chevrolet Buick 
of Perry, 2128 S. Byron Butler 
Pkwy., (850) 584-6221
KCBP

EVERETT’S MHC, LLC, now 
under new ownership, has RENT 
TO OWN OPTIONS available. 
Must pass background and credit 
check. Interested parties please 
apply at 3409 US 19 S., Perry, FL 
or call (850) 584-7094. 

FOR RENT: Greystone Manor and 
Swann Estate. Rooms for rent by 
day or week. See details on our 
FB pages (Greystone Manor and 
Swann Estate). Contact Andrea 
White, SawGrass Realty, LLC. 
(850) 242-8332.

COTTAGE FOR RENT IN SHADY 

GROVE: Seeking elderly women 

for rental. Call (850) 838-6077.

FOR SALE: 2022 doublewide 
mobile home. 3-bedroom and 
2-bath. For more information call 
(941) 735-0418.                    5/19

20-foot Bayliner VR5 bow rider 
with 115 hp Mercury outboard 
(2018) with power tilt and 
hydraulic steering, stainless steel 
prop and whale tail. Bilge pump, 
running lights, sport tower with 
Bimini top, towable tube, and line. 
Includes bow, cockpit, and engine 
covers. Also comes with trailer 
with folding tongue. Text for more 
info. (850) 843-4550.              5/17

OFFERING CASH MONEY for 
lightweight used 14-foot aluminum
Jon boat and trailer. Call or text 
photo and price to: (850) 843-
1945. 5/12

YARD SALE: Sat., May 6 from 8 
a.m. until at 824 E. Cherry St. We 
have women’s and men’s clothing, 
(new and gently used), household 
goods, remodeling items, decor 
and much more.

HUGE YARD SALE: 402 Puckett 
Rd. on Fri., May 5 and Sat., May 
6 from 8 a.m. until. We have 
king size bed frame, rails and 
headboard, in addition to plus 
size clothes, shoes, bathroom and 
household items. Too much to list. 
Come see us!

YARD SALE: 2810 W. Page Rd. 
(off Woods Creek Rd.) Sat., May 
6 from 8 a.m. until noon. Lots of 
items to choose from. Come by 
and see us!

YARD SALE: 1402 S. Old Dixie 
Hwy. Sat., May 6 from 9 a.m. until 
1 p.m. (no early birds) household 
items, a lot of this and that. 

HUGE SALE: 1209 S. Center St. 
on Fri., May 5 and Sat., May 6, 
from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. Items for 
sale: 200 ft. of tables, lumber, PVC 
pipes, tomato plants, furniture, 
glassware, tools, pictures, leather 
motorcycle jacket, floor tile, nuts 
and bolts, Cricket Hecklar 800 
dartboard (new), Vitamix 3600, 
100-year old wicker rocker, (new) 
food dehydrator, stereo speakers, 
hundreds of unique items. 
Best sale of the year! For more 
information (989) 640-8580.

MULTI-FAMILY YARDS SALE: 
102 Pine Rd. (behind Pizza Hut) 
Sat., May 6 from 8 a.m. until. 
We have tumblers, big and small 
porch swings, baby items, clothes, 
household items and toys.

INVITATION TO BID

TAYLOR COUNTY DISTRICT 

SCHOOLS PRIMARY/MIDDLE 

SCHOOL TCDS PERIMETER WALL 

FENCE Perry, Florida

You are invited to bid on a General 

Contract for the Primary/Middle 

School TCDS Perimeter Wall Fence in 

Perry, Florida. The addition consists 

of approximately 1,350 linear feet 

of CMU or pre-cast security fencing. 

Bids can be segregated into bid for 

wall and bid for gates.

All Bidders are to submit with 

the Bid Package, a properly 

executed “Contractor’s Qualification 
Statement” AlA Document A-305 

which is to include a current 

financial statement, an experience, 
competence and performance 

report, and references from at least 

three prior projects similar in size 

and scope, along with the name of 

a contact person on each of those 

projects. 

Taylor County School Board will 

receive sealed Bids until 2:00 PM 

EST on May 18, 2023, in the Board 

Office at the Taylor County School 
Board Office, 318 N. Clark St., Perry, 
FL. Bids received after that time will 

not be accepted. Bids will be opened 

publicly and read aloud at 2:01 PM 
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AUCTIONS

USMS ONLINE AUCTION 
Civil Action No. 1:19-
CV-626. Bid 5/1 – 5/12. 
3 Properties including 
Airbnb in the mountains 
of Ashe County, NC 
along the New River. 
Rogers Realty & Auction 
- NCAL #685, full details: 
RogersAuctionGroup.com.

HOME IMPROVEMENT/

SERVICE

BCI Walk In Tubs are now 
on SALE! Be one of the 
first 50 callers and save 
$1,500! CALL 888-687-
0415 for a free in-home 
consultation.

MEDICAL

Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drug 
store prices! 50 Pill 
Special-Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed.
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

SERVICE 

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make 
it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality 
- Made in the USA. Call 
for free consultation: 866-

636-1910. Ask about our 
specials!

MEDICAL

ATTENTION OXYGEN 

THERAPY USERS! Inogen 

One G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 

Only 2.8 pounds. FREE 

information kit. Call 844-

958-2473.

HOME IMPROVEMENT/

SERVICE

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and shower 
systems at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Call 
Now! 888-460-2264.

HOME IMPROVEMENT/

SERVICE

PROTECT YOUR HOME 
from pests safely and 
affordably. Pest, rodent, 
termite and mosquito 
control.  Call for a quote or 
inspection today 888-498-
0446.

OTHER

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE 
to fund the SEARCH FOR 
MISSING CHILDREN. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour 
response. Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction 
and No Emission Test 
Required! Call 24/7: 866-
471-2576.

HOME IMPROVEMENT/

SERVICE

Don’t Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! 
American Residential 
Warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 

APPLIANCES. 30 DAY 

RISK FREE/ $100 OFF 

POPULAR PLANS. 877-

351-2364.

HOME IMPROVEMENT/

SERVICE

NEED NEW FLOORING? 

Call Empire Today® to 

schedule a FREE in-home 

estimate on Carpeting & 

Flooring. Call Today! 855-

919-2509.

TRAVEL/OTHER 
DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL 
Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & 
international flights inside 
and from the US. Serving 
United, Delta, American 
& Southwest and many 
more airlines. Call for a 
free quote now! Have travel 
dates ready! 866-245-7709

www.taylorcountygov.com
www.rogersauctiongroup.com


 

for a part-time code 
enforcement officer.

Last week, Hart reported 
the city’s new wastewater 
superintendent began 
work Monday, adding 
that the city was setting 
up interviews with two 
applicants for its vacant 
water plant superintendent 
post.

Those two positions 
have been vacant since 
mid-March following the 
resignation of Water Plant 
Superintendent Jerald “JL” 
Lee, who turned in his two-
week notice on March 1 
after four years of dedicated 
service to the city, including 
five months pulling double 
duty and overseeing 
both the city’s water and 
wastewater treatment plant 
while the city’s wastewater 
treatment plant supervisor 
was out on leave due to 
illness.

At its upcoming May 9 
meeting, the city council is 
scheduled to interview two 
applicants for its vacant city 
attorney position, including 
local attorney Charita Hope 
Demps and C. Jackson 
Latnner of Plano, Texas.

According to Hart, 
the city recently filled a 
sanitation truck driver 
position and is accepting 
applications for code 
enforcement officer.

However, after initially 
advertising internally, 
the city has not made a 
move to fill one of its 
top administrative level 
positions – public works 
director – choosing instead 
to absorb those duties 
internally with supervisors 
and crew leaders over 
each department (water, 
wastewater, gas, solid 
waste, street and parks/
recreation).

At the city’s most recent 
meeting, Woodfaulk 
presented a list of concerns 
from her district and 
questioned who was in 
charge of holding various 
departments accountable 
for certain tasks that were 
previously handled by the 
public works director.

“I will be emailing you 
the list, but why has trash 
not been picked up in Zone 
4 in the last two months?” 
Woodfaulk asked. “I saw 
the guys picking up litter 
on the side of the road 
yesterday, but the right of 
ways have not been mowed, 
and the yard debris, trash, 
junk items, mattresses, 
leaves and limbs have not 
been picked up.”

Public Works Department 
Secretary - Dispatcher 
Danielle Ondash explained 
that the crews were still 
working their way around 
the city picking up white 
goods (refrigerators, 
furniture, etc.) and had not 
made it through Zone 4 
yet, adding, “They are still 
working on it. Sometimes 
it takes 3-4 days to get all 
those junk items picked 
up.”

Ondash said City 

Sanitation Department 
crews were also running 
behind on picking up yard 
debris, adding, “They are 
working overtime on that.”

“They have got to make it 
a priority to get over there, 
because I am getting fussed 
at,” Woodfaulk stated.

“I’d like to educate 
everybody – on what 
happens constantly up and 
down my road – and that is 
separating yard trash from 
white goods. They have 
to stop and separate it out, 
and it takes a long time,” 
Councilman Ward Ketring 
said. “I don’t know how 
we educate people on that. 
I’m afraid it will get to the 
point where it all is going 
to end up in the regional 
landfill together and we 
are going to end up having 
to go up on the tipping fee 
prices because the limbs 
and leaves has other things 
mixed in with it.”

“If you could figure 
out how to do that, you 
would be a multi, multi 
billionaire,” Councilman 
Bill Brynes said.

“The guys were out 
yesterday picking up litter, 
but how is it going on the 
right-of-way mowing?” 
Woodfaulk asked.

Ondash said city inmate 
work crews work “in a 
circle” mowing around the 
city continuously.

“They cleaned Thomas 
Demps Lane, but they did 
not go any further. Zone 
4 has not been cleaned,” 
Woodfaulk stated. “I am 
going to come take you 
(Hart) for a ride. I invite 
any of you to take a ride in 
Zone 4 and see what I am 
talking about.”

“It is the same thing in 
my zone,” Councilwoman 
Diane Landry stated.

“Everywhere,” Brynes 
commented.

“John, I think you may 
want to consider doing 
something different, 
because this has not really 
worked out that well to me,” 
Mayor Shirlie Hampton 
commented.

“If it was up to me, we 
would not pick up big 
items,” Hart replied. “You 
would haul your own big 
items away if it was up to 
me, and we (city) would 
pick up what is in your 
garbage can and yard debris 
only.”

“That is not really an 
answer either,” Landry 
interjected. “If I buy a new 
sofa and want it delivered, 
and they are not going to 
pick the old sofa up, what 
am I supposed to to do with 
it? They may set it out front 
for me, but that is it.”

City Finance Director 
Penny Staffney reminded 
the council that McAfee 
had ordered two new 
knuckle boom loader trucks 
to help city crews pick up 
white goods and yard debris 
in a more timely manner, 
adding, “but they will not 
be here for a while, and it 
is not going to change until 
they get here and get drivers 
in them.”

“Are we going to hire 
anyone for Chester’s 
position?” Woodfaulk 
asked Hart.

“Not at the moment,” 
Hart replied.

“You all are going to have 
this place running over with 
constituents,” Woodfaulk 
stated. “Why are we not 
hiring anyone for Chester’s 
position?”

“I want to get the 
water and wastewater 
superintendent positions 
filled first,” Hart explained. 
“If I can get good leaders in 
those two positions, along 
with Anthony (Willoughby) 
in gas, I don’t know if we 
have a need for a public 
works director.”

“Who is giving them the 
destinations and where to 
go?” Woodfaulk asked. 

“They know,” Brynes 
interjected.

“Danielle and Anthony 
have been overseeing a 
lot of that. They are doing 
their rounds,” Staffney 
commented.

However, Woodfaulk 
complained that there is 
currently no accountability 
for city crews not 

performing tasks.
“It is not Danielle. She 

can send them out there 
all day long, but if the job 
is not being completed, 
that is where my problem 
is coming in,” Woodfaulk 
complained. “I asked more 
than a month ago for them 
to go around and see where 
lime rock needed to be laid. 

“In Zone 4, only two 
houses got lime rock laid 
in front of them, like where 
potholes are washed out 
on the right-of-ways,” she 
added.

“So, is there any 
accountability...Is anyone 
checking behind them 
to make sure that these 
things are being done?” 
Woodfaulk asked.

“I understand,” Hart 
replied.

“Do we still have both 
inmate crews?” Hampton 
asked.

“Yes, they are pretty 
much on the mowers,” 
Staffney answered.

“Are they mowing and 
picking up at the same 
time?” Woodfaulk asked.

“I would hope so....or a 

day or two after,” Staffney 
replied.

“That is not being done,” 
Woodfaulk stated. “They 
are picking up litter, but not 
mowing. I am just trying to 
get an understanding here, 
because I am getting fussed 
again and again.”

“The people need to 
know. It needs to get 
coordinated,” Staffney said.

“If I clean up my yard 
and then look at the right-
of-way, there is paper and 
trash and grass that needs 
to be cut, that is not fair to 
those living in this area,” 
Woodfaulk added. “I just 
want some accountability.”

Later, Brynes asked 
city staff to take action on 
running natural gas lines 
down Lacour Lane, which 
prompted some discussion 
about the poor condition of 
the road.

Stating it was the “most 
important thing” and “top 
of the list,” Brynes also 
brought up the Shirley Scott 
Park sign, which he said 
“has been torn to pieces and 
needs to be fixed.”

Ketring continued the 
string of council member 
requests that would 
normally have been 
assigned to the public 
works director, by asking 
staff to look into the need 
for a four-way stop.

“I call it the Pizza Hut 
bypass – between Puckett 
and Hwy. 19. A lady 
brought up the need for a 
stop sign at the intersection 
of Pine Road and Cypress 
Road due to speeding and 
the bus stopping at that 
intersection. 

Hampton then requested 
the city look into cutting 
back foliage or installing a 
four-way stop on Bay Street 
and Quincy Street behind 
Wells Fargo. 

“I had to pull out into the 
street because I could not 
see anything and almost 
got hit. He (homeowner) 
suggested a four-way stop 
there, but something has to 
be done,” Hampton said.

“I asked about people 
planting on city right-of-
way, and I was told that the 
policy was you can do it 
until we need it, and when 
we need to we will take 
it up,” Landry said. “No. 
That is our right-of-way, 
and there should not be any 
plantings on city right-of-
way. You can’t see due to 
the foliage.

“You pull up to an 
intersection, and you can’t 
see what is coming. It 
doesn’t make any sense. I 
know we are a member of 
Tree City, USA or whatever, 
and they have certain 
regulations, but we don’t 
have to be a member of that 
group. Our safety is more 
important,” Landry added. 
“I would recommend 
we change our policy on 
that, if we have one. The 
vegetation is in your line 
of sight, and you can’t  
see.

“I have a neighbor who 
has something planted on a 
corner lot, and I suggested 
that it be removed. A city 
employee went down there 
and looked and said they 
could see just fine, but they 
are sitting in a truck up here, 
and I am in a sedan down 
here, and I can’t see. So my 
recommendation is -- cut 
the stuff,” Landry stated.

Contacted after the 
meeting, Hart explained he 
has crew leaders heading up 
the city’s Street, Sanitation 
(garbage, yard debris and 
white goods pick-up) and 
Park departments, while the 
Water, Wastewater and Gas 
departments each have a 
supervisor.

He added that each inmate 
work crew is supervised by 
a city employee crew leader 
with DOC training.
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of the same date. Taylor County 

School District reserves the right to 

waive irregularities and to reject any 

and all Bids. Copies of the Bidding 

Documents may be examined at the 

Architect’s office: 
Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, 

Inc. (CRA) 

2027 Thomasville Road 

Tallahassee, Florida 32308 

(850) 385-6153

An electronic set of Bidding 

Documents can be purchased 

from CRA for $50.00 which is non-

refundable. Contact CRA at (850) 

385- 6153 to order documents.

FICTITIOUS NAME NOTICE

 Notice is hereby given that BRENDA 

SUE DASHER, OWNER, desiring 

to engage in business under the 

fictitious name of THE ART & 
PIE GALLERY located at 614 1ST 

AVENUE NORTH, STEINHATCHEE, 

FLORIDA 32359 intends to register 

the said name in TAYLOR County 

with the Division of Corporations, 

Florida Department of State, 

pursuant to section 865.09 of the 

Florida Statutes.

INVITATION TO BID

The City of Perry is accepting 

sealed bids for completion of the 

Boys & Girls Club Teen Center. For 

more information regarding this 

bid visit the City of Perry website:  
www.cityofperry.net or contact Ms. 

Bratcher at (850)584-2189.

John Hart, City Manager 

Shirley Hampton, City Mayor

(Continued from page 10)

PUBLIC WORKS
Continued from page 1

“So, is there any 
accountability...Is 
anyone checking 
behind them to 
make sure that 

these things are 
being done? 
– Councilwoman 

Venita Woodfaulk

“You pull up to 
an intersection, 

and you can’t see 
what is coming. 
It doesn’t make 

any sense. I know 
we are a member 
of Tree City, USA 
or whatever, and 
they have certain 

regulations, but we 
don’t have to be 

a member of that 
group. Our safety is 

more important.” 
– Councilwoman 

Diane Landry

Hart fields complaints on trash, mowing, signs

“So my 
recommendation is 

-- cut the stuff.” 
– Councilwoman 

Diane Landry

https://www.floridafarmbureau.com
www.timberlandford.com
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