
 

EDITOR’S
NOTE — This is
the 513th of a
series of arti-

cles marking
Kerr County’s 2006

sesquicentennial.

By Irene Van Winkle
West Kerr Current

As Texans celebrate Texas
Independence Day and the
Battle of San Jacinto to end
the war with Mexico, this
family story fits right in.
Every family has role mod-

els that make their family his-
tory of particular interest.
Capt. John Files Tom (1819-
1906) is one of those out-
standing individuals, and descendant and native Texan Gregory “Greg” Tom, admires

his high standards. He was a
hero of the Battle of San
Jacinto and a Texas Ranger.
They share a bond in ranch-
ing, military service and the
Masons.
Greg and wife Bonnie, who

live between Comfort and
Waring, while dealing with
the after-effects of the recent
ice storm, made time for an
interview.  
The son of William Tom II

(1792-1871), John Files Tom
was the youngest soldier, as
well as survivor, at the Battle
of San Jacinto. The family has
a long line of brave fighters.
His father, William II, was

born after his father, William
Tom, Sr. (1762-1828), wife
Nancy (Brown) and children

Joseph and Jane had emigrat-
ed from Northern Ireland in
1790, seeking religious free-
dom. 
Also with them were

Nancy’s parents, William and
Mathilda Jean Tweed Brown,
and her brothers Charles and
Archibald Brown. Their
Presbyterian pastor, John
Lewson, joined them in 1793.
The Tom family in Irish

records are not found earlier
than 1699 in the Ulster area. It
is possible they had come
from Scotland late in the 17th
century, when much of County
Antrim along the seacoast was
being settled by Scottish
immigrants who influenced
that area greatly, with their
customs, homes and music.

Arriving in the United
States, the Tom family settled
briefly in York County, S.C.
The elder Tom moved to
Bourbon County, Ky. in 1806,
and then to Maury County,
Tenn.
One account in the

Atascosa County Chronicles
notes that one of his great-
grandfathers (unnamed) was
killed by Tories in South
Carolina during the
Revolutionary War.
William Tom II was born in

Southwest Territory on Jan. 1,
1792. Serving under General
Andrew Jackson, he partici-
pated in the battles of
Horseshoe Bend and New
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Historic Tom ancestors led the way in Texas history

See Tom, Page 6

Sesquicentennial
Family: Tom
Story below

John Files Tom (1819-1906) and his first wife, Mary
Ann Moffitt (1820-1873) were married in 1840, and
had four daughters. He fought in Texas’ War with
Mexico, and was injured at the Battle of San Jacinto. 

Daylight Saving
Time begins Sunday
Turn clocks forward an hour at 2 a.m. 

Ingram ISD
masks
optional
starting
March 22
By Clint Schroeder
West Kerr Current

The Ingram school board
on Monday approved a
motion to make wearing
masks in the district optional
when students return to
school after spring break on
March 22.
Ingram Independent

School District
Superintendent Dr. Robert
Templeton called the special
meeting to address a possible
change to Covid-19 mitiga-
tion strategies.
On March 2, Texas

Governor Greg Abbott issued
Executive Order GA-34
which addresses the statewide
wearing of face coverings,
which took effect March 10. 
As a result of the lifting of

the order on masks, TEA
updated its Public Health

By Clint Schroeder
West Kerr Current

Ingram City Council
appointed Carol Twiss to
serve as Ingram police chief at
last Tuesday’s meeting and
rejected a request to tie on to
the city wastewater system.
Twiss served as interim

police chief for about three
months and has been building
the department back after the
former chief and all of the
officers resigned in the wake
of changes at city hall.
“She promised to give the

city 90 days,” said Mayor
Kathy Rider. “In the begin-
ning she worked seven days a
week, 12 hour shifts, her and

one other officer. They’ve
been killing themselves dur-
ing this pretty awful time.
“I think it’s time we go

ahead and give her the honor
and the recognition she
deserves for all the hard work
she’s done for us, and go
ahead and make her our per-
manent chief.”
A motion by Council

Member Rocky Hawkins to
approve Twiss as police chief
was approved unanimously.
Council agreed to engage

the accounting firm of Donald
L. Allman to do a forensic
audit of city finances for the
years ending Sept. 30, 2018,

Council appoints
Twiss police chief

Turtle Creek Volunteer Fire Department Chief Wes Gordon was one of the VFD fire
chiefs in Kerr County who received Fido Bags containing essential supplies to save
lives of dogs and cats in emergency situations from Kerrville Pets Alive! Shown
below are KPA! President Karen Guerriero, left, and Director Brenda Hughes.

By Irene Van Winkle
West Kerr Current

Eight Kerr County
Volunteer Fire Departments
are now equipped with life-
saving pet oxygen masks
courtesy of Kerrville Pets
Alive!.
KPA president Karen

Guerriero said the group
delivered Fido Bags to mem-
bers of KARFA, a VFD organ-
ization at their bi-monthly
meeting in Turtle Creek. The
bags were donated by The
Fetch Foundation, a nonprofit

that provides first responders
with pet-saving equipment
and support.
Inside the bags were items

including an oxygen mask to
fit a dog or cat, as well as
cleaning cloths and wipes,
microchip tags, protective
heavy duty gloves, leashes,
lubricating jelly, a water dish
and an instructional video. 
Turtle Creek Volunteer Fire

Department Chief Wes
Gordon said the kits would be
handy during emergencies.

Pets Alive! delivers
pet oxygen masks

Report: Zero 
new Covid-19 
cases from 
weekend

Lisa Walter, Director
Kerr County Public Relations

Originally intending to
release the next Covid-19
county update on Tuesday, a
Kerr County official said he
changed his mind when he
saw something worth cele-
brating.
“I wanted to get this good

news out right away. Today,
we have a report of zero new
Covid-19 positive cases in our
county,” said Kerr County
Emergency Management
Coordinator William B.
“Dub” Thomas. 
“Yes, this is just for testing

through the weekend at
Peterson Regional Medical
Center and a small snapshot
in the overall scheme of
things, but after everything
we’ve seen and experienced
this past year, I definitely feel
this is something worth not-
ing,” Thomas said. 
Kerr County’s current

By Kari Short
West Kerr Current

Central Texas Electric
Cooperative held a special
meeting of its Board of
Directors on Tuesday, March
9, at 10:30 a.m. at the CTEC
office in Fredericksburg,
ostensibly to answer ques-
tions from members regarding
outages during the recent win-
ter weather storm. 
Scheduled one day before

the implementation of
Governor Greg Abbott’s
“return to business” order,
CTEC limited the number of
members inside the commu-
nity room to six people and
specifically excluded the
media. 
The next group of six was

allowed to wait in the lobby,
while remaining members of
the public huddled outside in
the blustery 60-degree tem-
peratures which felt reminis-
cent of the frigid weather
endured without heat.
Members were given three

minutes to speak before the
board of directors with an
additional two minutes allot-
ted for response from CTEC
officials. 
Approximately 30 to 40

people waited for their turn to
speak. Many opted to leave
rather than wait to learn the
cause of the power outage
which for many extended
from nine days to more than
three weeks. 
Others expressed frustra-

tion they weren’t able to hear

everyone’s questions and
CTEC responses. Some sim-
ply marveled that anyone
inside CTEC failed to grasp
the irony of members forced
to wait in the cold to complain
about CTEC’s inability to
restore power in a timely
manner after the worst winter
storm in most Texans’ memo-
ry.
James Wright, Owner of

Cowboys and Angels Retreat

Customers press CTEC
for answers on outages

Mountain Home resi-
dents James Wright, left,
and Kyle Legg traveled to
the Central Texas Electric
Cooperative Board of
Directors’ meeting on
Tuesday, March 9 to ask
why West Kerr and oth-
ers served by CTEC
power didn’t have a
faster response and bet-
ter communication with
members. 

Photos by Irene Van Winkle

Photo by Kari Short

By Irene Van Winkle
West Kerr Current

Monday’s Kerr County Commissioners
Court began getting back to more regular busi-
ness — although there was still news on the ice
storm front — such as good news from the
Public Defender’s Office, confirmation of a
new board member for Ingram’s Kerr County
Emergency Services District No. 1 and setting
a public hearing for a plat revision request at
The Ravine near Ingram. 
A request for a salary bump for a new

employee made by 216th District Attorney
Lucy Wilke was a topic of long debate and the
court heard a proposal for a new recycling serv-
ice.
County Judge Rob Kelly said he would keep

the disaster order in place for at least a couple
more weeks, noting, “We’re recovering. I don’t
want to adversely affect anyone trying to file a
claim (for damages).”
William “Dub” Thomas, Kerr County

Emergency Operations Manager, encouraged
county residents to fill out the public assistance
survey to help Kerr County show that it
incurred severe damages.  Apparently, other
counties have had more responses to the sur-
vey.
Riley Rector, the newest member of Kerr

County Emergency Services District No. 1 in
Ingram, took the oath of office administered by
County Judge Rob Kelly. 
The court set an April 12 public hearing date

County business more routine

See Ingram ISD, Page 11

See Covid, Page 2See County, Page 12

See Pets, Page 11

See Council, Page 7

See CTEC, Page 12
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Sunday, February 28
10:29 a.m. — An officer

conducted civil standby in the
100 block of 3rd St. Property
was retrieved and the key to
the residence was relinquished
to the resident without any
problems.

Monday, March 1
8:35 a.m. — A welfare check

was requested for a woman in
the 200 block of Washington
St. An officer checked on the
woman and confirmed that she
was OK and did not need any
assistance.
3:32 p.m. — An alleged

forged check was reported in
the 3300 block of Junction
Hwy. Information was gath-
ered and will be forwarded to
the Grand Prairie Police
Department since the incident
occurred in Grand Prairie.

Tuesday, March 2
10:25 a.m. — A welfare

check was conducted in the
100 block of Washington St.
No one was seen at the house
and the doors were locked.
2:34 p.m. — A city ordi-

nance violation regarding new
construction without a permit
was reported in the 100 block
of Indian Creek Rd. The
homeowner was advised that
a permit was required to con-
tinue the construction and
agreed to obtain one.

Wednesday, March 3
2:31 p.m. — A civil dispute

between an uncle and nephew
regarding property was report-
ed in the 100 block of Hwy.
39. The case had already been
filed with the Kerrville Police
Department and the nephew

left the business without an
incident. The uncle decline to
file criminal trespass charges.
A report will be completed on
the dispute.

Thursday, March 4
8:15 a.m. — A report was

made that a person in the 2100
block of Junction Hwy. had
marijuana in his car. The car
was located and the marijuana
was found. The marijuana was
taken by an officer to be dis-
posed of.
10:57 a.m. — Two loose

dogs were reported in the 100
block of Chosen Spot Rd.
Animal Control located and
took possession of the dogs.
One, a Husky, had a
microchip and was returned to
its owner. The other, a brown
Boxer, did not have a
microchip or collar.
11:29 a.m. — An argument

between a man and woman in
the 100 block of Cypress Falls
Rd. was reported. The two
agreed to separate.
6:30 p.m. — An officer

conducted a traffic stop in the
100 block of Indian Creek Rd.
A probable cause search was
conducted and marijuana and
drug paraphernalia were
recovered.

Friday, March 5
11:44 a.m. — An officer

conducted a welfare check on
an elderly man in the 100
block of Washington St. No
one was home.
8:30 p.m. — An officer

observed a verbal disturbance
in the 600 block of Josephine
St. An investigation revealed
that an offense did not occur.
8:30 p.m. — A verbal dis-

turbance was reported. One
person involved, a 21-year-old
man, had an active warrant
and was arrested and taken to
jail.
9:30 p.m. — An officer was

taking a person who had been
arrested to the Kerr County
Jail when he observed a car
being driven erratically in the
300 block of Main St. in
Kerrville. The information
was passed to the Kerrville
Police Department and the
driver was stopped and subse-
quently arrested.

Saturday, March 6
5:51 p.m. — A driver was

pulled over in the 3300 block of
Junction Hwy. for failing to
stop at a stop sign. The 41-year-

old man was found to be under
the influence of alcohol and
was arrested and taken to jail
for driving while intoxicated.
10:10 p.m. — An officer

assisted a state trooper with an
traffic stop in the 100 block of
Chosen Spot.

Thursday, March 11
Warrior tennis —State team matches, San Antonio,

through March 13

Friday, March 12
Warrior baseball — vs. Junction (Double header), here,

11 a.m./2 p.m. p.m.
Warrior softball — vs. D’Hanis, there,  V, 11 a.m.

Monday, March 15
Kerr County Historical Commission — Monthly meeting;

Dr. Bill Rector will discuss The Heart of the Hills Heritage
Center to be located next to the Butt Holdsworth Library;
meeting at Union Church Building, 101 Travis St., Kerrville, 12
p.m. 

Thursday, March 18
Hill Country Preppers — Monthly meeting; mutual assis-

tance groups will be the topic of discussion;  Buzzie’s BBQ,
213 Schreiner St., Kerrville, 6 p.m.

Friday, March 19
Warrior softball — District opener  vs. Blanco, there,  JV/V,

2/4 p.m.

Tuesday, March 23
Warrior softball — vs. Cornerstone, here,  JV/V, 5/6:30

p.m.

Friday, March 26
Warrior baseball — District opener vs. Lago Vista, here, 6

p.m.
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Covid is real, but so is a healthy 
immune system! We can help.

830-257-0732
apothecaryshoppe@hotmail.com

West Kerr Weather

Burn ban in effect in Pct. 4; lifted in Pcts. 1, 2, 3

Since conditions change frequently, for
latest updates call Pct. 4 Commissioner
Don Harris at 792-2215 or the sheriff’s
office at 896-1216. The Burn Ban Hotline is

315-BURN (2876).

Rainfall
Source: Ingram observer for National Weather Service.       

Observations taken 8 a.m. to 8 a.m. at HCYR.

Tuesday, March 2 - Tuesday, March 10

February 2021             1.95 in.
Total for 2021(to date) 4.06 in.
Total for 2020 28.57 in.
Total for 2019 27.66 in.
Total for 2018 37.40 in.
Total for 2017 24.85 in.
Total for 2016 36.04 in.

Total for 2015 37.27 in.
Total for 2014 19.12 in.
Total for 2013 24.75 in.
Total for 2012           22.73 in.
Total for 2011           11.63 in.
Total for 2010           27.24 in.
Avg. annual rainfall    31.65 in.

Tuesday 3/2            0.00 in.
Wednesday 3/3        0.00 in.  
Thursday 3/4            0.00 in.
Friday 3/5 0.00 in.

Saturday 3/6 0.00 in.   
Sunday 3/7             0.00 in.   
Monday 3/8            0.00 in.  
Tuesday 3/9            0.00 in.

INGRAM VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENT
www.ingramvfd.com
Ray Lynch, Chief
Emergency: 9-1-1
Business office: 367-5641
Fax: 367-3073
P.O. Box 271
Ingram, TX  78025 

Alarms 
3-2-21, 11406 p.m.,  struc-

ture fire, 126 Sleepy Mountain
Rd..

3-7-21, 7:22 p.m.,
unknown fire, brush pile, 500
block of Moore St.

IVFD fire 
report

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TO PRESENT INGRAM ISD’S

Texas Academic Performance Report (TAPR)

Ingram ISD will hold a public hearing 
on Monday, March 22, 2021 immediately following the

Regular Board Meeting at 5:30 p.m., at the 
Central Office Board Room, 510 College Street, 

Ingram, TX  78025
The TAPR provides information on the performance

of students in each school and district in Texas.

count of active Covid-19
cases stands at 51 today – 36
fewer sick people than the
county’s last report on
Thursday, March 4.
Hospitalizations on Monday

included three Covid-19
patients, according to Peterson
Regional Medical Center.
Total recoveries also

improved since last Thursday,
increasing by 45 cases to bring
Kerr County to 4,127 people
who once were positive for
the virus, but have since
“timed out” beyond the short-
term complications. Covid-
19-attributed deaths of perma-
nent Kerr County residents
remains steady at 82.
“As the governor’s order

goes into effect Wednesday,
reopening businesses to 100
percent capacity and lifting
the statewide, mandatory
mask mandate, I want to
remind everyone that the gov-
ernor, local officials and
myself are still encouraging
citizens to continue practicing
safety precautions. We’re
making great ground against
this virus and it’s showing in
our numbers. Let’s continue to
be vigilant, so we can win the
war against this virus,”
Thomas said.
Vaccine registration
Citizens who would like to

register to receive the Covid-
19 vaccine when one becomes
available for them locally are
invited to call the Peterson

Regional Medical Center Pre-
Registration Call Center at 1-
800-208-3611 between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Mondays
through Fridays. Or, to com-
plete the registration process
online, visit the hospital sys-
tem’s website.
Peterson Health is current-

ly prioritizing the distribu-

tion of vaccines by State of
Texas mandate, including:
health care workers, resi-
dents of long-term facilities,
people 65 years of age or
older, people between 18 and
64 years of age who have a
health condition that increas-
es their risk of severe Covid-
19 illness.

Covid
Continued from Page 1

Affordable Choices for Assisted Living

Contact: Gary Bates for Discount Certificate

Serving the Hill Country since early 2006. 

Mt. Villa has private or semi-private rooms, and

expanded suites available in flexible packages at

very affordable rates.

On-site Estate Auction

Saturday, March 13th, 10AM 
660 Byas Springs Rd, Mt. Home

Rain or Shine! 

TX License 17347

www.letshaveanauction.com
www.ingramvfd.com
www.kerrvillepeak.com


 

Melvyn Anthony Palermo,
81, passed away from this life
on the evening of Feb. 28,
2021. Funeral arrangements
are by Wright’s Funeral
Parlor.

George Vann Callcott, of
Kerrville, passed away on
March 2, 2021 at Hill Country
Memorial Hospital in
Fredericksburg, Texas at the
age of 80. Funeral arrange-
ments are by Grimes Funeral
Chapels.

Bobby Charles Keller, 79,
of Kerrville, passed away
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 in a
local hospital. Funeral
arrangements are by Grimes
Funeral Chapels.

Michael Charles Abajian,
77, of Ingram, passed away
Wednesday, March 3, 2021,
in a Kerrville hospital. Funeral
arrangements are by Grimes
Funeral Chapels.

Adeline Ann Biermann
Wilke Klein, 89, of Kerrville,
passed away into the loving
arms of our Savior on March
3, 2021. Funeral arrange-
ments are by Grimes Funeral
Chapels.

Eric Lowenthal, age 97, of
Kerrville, passed away March

3, 2021 in Kerrville. Funeral
arrangements are by Grimes
Funeral Chapels.

Nancy Kennedy, 81, of
Ingram, passed away
Thursday, March 4, 2021 in a
Kerrville hospital. Funeral
arrangements are by Grimes
Funeral Chapels.

Virgil Jay Evans, 74, of
Kerrville, Texas passed from
this life on March 4, 2021 at a
local hospital. Funeral
arrangements are by Kerrville
Funeral Home.

Hector Antonio Chavera,
20, of Kerrville, Texas went to
be with our Lord and Saviour

on Friday, March 5, 2021.
Funeral arrangements are by
Kerrville Funeral Home.

Michelle Rene Tapscott,
60, passed away peacefully
on March 5, 2021 at her res-
idence in Kerrville. Funeral
arrangements are by
Wright’s Funeral Parlor.

Bradford Steven Warren,
73, passed away from this life
on the afternoon of March
07, 2021 in Temple, Texas.
Funeral arrangements are by
Wright’s Funeral Parlor.

Daryl Bradley, 71, of
Kerrville, passed away
Monday, March 8, 2021 in

Woodville, Texas. Funeral
arrangements are by Grimes
Funeral Chapels.
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912 Jefferson Street

The Theatre District

Kerrville, TX 78028

IES Students of the Week
Ingram Elementary School Students of the Week are: Aanaliyah Ramirez - Pre K, Adamari Negrete -
Kindergarten, Emory Mendez -1st, Gio Garza - 2nd, Haiden Salas- 3rd, Jayden Venegas - 4th and Cynthia
Rowan - 5th.

Nancy Glenn Martin went
to her Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ on Thursday, Feb. 25,
2021, having resided in
Fredericksburg, Texas. 
“Nana” to her grandchil-

dren, she was born in
Danville, Virginia on March
1, 1928 to Frank and Rozelia
Glenn. 
She graduated from

Thomas Jefferson High
School and attended Virginia
Polytechnical Institute in
Fashion Illustration,
Richmond, Virginia. 
Nancy married the love of

her life, Daniel E. Martin, in
1948. She taught elementary
school in Ashland, Virginia,
studied Speech Therapy at
the University of Virginia and
was a prolific artist. She
became Art Director for
Dillard’s Department Store,
painted lively portraits in
oils, as well as landscapes
and luminous Native
American scenes, her
favorite genre.
She is preceded in death by

her husband, Daniel Estes
Martin and her son, Daniel
Edward Martin. 
She is survived by three

children, daughter, Suzanne
McComack and her husband,
Thomas Mac McComack of
Fredericksburg, Texas; daugh-
ter, Jane Strobl and her hus-
band, David Strobl of
Forestburg, Texas; and daugh-
ter, Laura Martin of Pottsboro,
Texas. She is also survived by

eight grandchildren that
include Richmond Goolsby,
Adrienne Morrow, Brandon
Strobl, April Haas, Steven
Strobl, Martha Simone,
Jeffrey Davidson, Danielle
Sorensen, their spouses, and
17 great-grandchildren.
Funeral services will be

held at the Kerrville Funeral
Home in latter June. 
In lieu of flowers, the fami-

ly requests that donations be
made to Hill Country
Memorial Hospice at
www.hillcountrymemorial.or
g/foundation/foundation-for-
hcm/givenow, whose kind-
ness made the last days of her
life comfortable and safe.
Arrangements are under the

direction and personal care of
the professionals at Kerrville
Funeral Home (830)895-
5111.

Nancy Glenn Martin

Obituary

Death  notices

Upper Guadalupe 
River Authority

Weekly News

Attention Young Artists!
Help us design the T-shirt for the 18th Annual UGRA

River Clean Up!  UGRA is accepting entries through May
7 from all Kerr County students kindergarten through
12th grade.  The winner will have their artwork and name
printed on the 2021 River Clean Up T-shirts and receive
$100 cash!

Visit UGRA’s website for contest guidelines and entry forms:
www.ugra.org/major-initiatives/river-clean-up

Nancy Glenn Martin
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Hunt Volunteer Fire Department Chief
Lee Pool has some tips on burning brush
in the wake of the recent ice storm, which
damaged many trees.
“Please, help your local volunteer fire

departments by being responsible when
planning to burn brush piles,” he said.
The latest winter storm left many trees

damaged, and debris piles are a common
way to eliminate the waste. Just because
the burn ban is not in effect in your
precinct does not mean it is still safe to
burn.  
If not sure if the burn ban is on, call

(830) 792-HEAT for information.  
Here are some important and helpful

tips that can assist you in being responsi-
ble and safe if you decide to burn.   
— Notify the sheriff’s department that

you are burning
—  Plan your burn around the weather

for the next 96 hours
— Consider the size of your burn
— Have a safe burning area far away

from other fuels like trees or grass
— Keep hand tools or a water hose

close by for fire suppression
— Stay on scene and monitor
People see smoke and fire and call 911.

By notifying the sheriff’s department of a
burn, it can help keep our volunteers from
responding to a call which is unnecessary.  
Look at the weather for the next three

days after the burn. Most importantly,
pay attention to the wind speeds and
humidity. If the humidity shows to drop
below 40 percent and the wind speeds are
anywhere near 15 miles per hour for the
following days, reconsider your burn and
plan another date.  
Keep your burn pile to a size that is

manageable. Plan the burn location wise-
ly and do not place the fuel under or
around other trees or in areas where there
is high grass.  When placed close to other
trees, the radiated heat can ignite the sur-
rounding trees and foliage.  If placed
under a tree, it becomes a “ladder” effect

where the flames will climb into the tree
above and spread.  
If you do have flames that try to get out

of the burn area, have a shovel or a garden
hose to help put it out. Ensure that the
tools used will adequately match the work
required to suppress the burn if necessary.  
Lastly, stay with the burn.  Do not

leave an active fire unattended as winds
can shift and cause the fire to unpre-
dictably change.  Stay with the fire until
the end of the burn and ensure that the
fuel is cold.  
Pool said these are general but very

helpful tips to potentially keep landown-
ers and their neighbors safe from out-of-
control burns. Divide, Hunt, Ingram and
Mountain Home fire departments active-
ly post the status of the burn ban. Visit
local VFD websites to see how to support
thier efforts in Kerr County. For more
detailed information on safe burning,
please visit:  https://agrilife.org/rxburn/ 

Hunt chief offers tips for safe brush burning

Kerrville

Market

returns
The Kerrville Downtown

Market is back, in person,
in downtown Kerrville by
the A.C. Schreiner man-

sion. Last Friday, vendors
returned to offer their

goods after months of
on-line orders only due to

the Covid-19 virus. At
right, Josh Raymer,

known as The Bread
Man, has his oven fired

up to make pizza. Photo by Irene Van Winkle

https://agrilife.org/rxburn
www.ugra.org/major-initiatives/river-clean-up


 

I
know that everyone is
ready to get back into
the groove of normalcy

and with the recent order
from the governor, maybe
our state is starting that path,
but the Dietert Center will
hold off for a little while
longer.  
We are so ready to have

everyone back in the building
as we miss the sweet sounds
of laughter, visions of friend-
ship and the positive benefits
of comradery and fun.
Give us a few more weeks

to prepare for your safe
return.  We have ordered lots
of new safety features to
make your visit safer and
since your health and safety
is our main concern, please
bear with us.  
Although our building is

closed to general public use
and regular programming
right now, the Dietert Center
staff are here every day to
assist those in need as best
that we can within safety
guidelines.  
Please give us a call for

any special needs you might
have for Meals on Wheels,
Friendship Café Drive Thru,
Medical Equipment Lending,
Personal Alert Link units and
our Call Reassurance pro-
gram.  

The Dietert Center has
begun our month-long aware-
ness campaign to celebrate
the power of Meals on
Wheels and increase support
for America’s seniors amid
challenging times. 
The 19th Annual March

for Meals, a month-long,
nationwide celebration of
Meals on Wheels and our
senior neighbors who rely on
the essential service to
remain healthy and inde-
pendent at home — now
even more so amid the
Covid-19 pandemic. 
“The pandemic has intro-

duced many of us to the
newfound and harsh realities
of food insecurity and social
isolation – something that far
too many seniors experience
as their daily norm. More
than ever, we must rally

around our essential commu-
nity-based programs that
serve as lifelines to a grow-
ing number of people in
need, to enable their own
long-term vitality,” said Ellie
Hollander, president and
CEO of Meals on Wheels
America. 
“Even when we make it

through this unprecedented
time in our nation’s history,
there will still be millions of
vulnerable older adults who
will rely on that familiar
knock on the door that pro-
vides peace of mind and hope
beyond the meal itself. Please
join us in celebrating the
power and importance of
Meals on Wheels this March
and always.”
The annual March for

Meals celebration commemo-
rates the historic day in
March of 1972 when
President Nixon signed into
law a measure that amended
the Older Americans Act of
1965 to include a national
nutrition program for seniors
60 years and older. 
Since 2002, community-

based Meals on Wheels pro-
grams from across the coun-
try have joined forces for the
annual awareness campaign

to celebrate this successful
public-private partnership
and garner the support need-
ed to fill the gap between the
seniors served and those still
in need.
Our Dietert Center Meals

on Wheels program will
show some love to our MOW
volunteers this year with
some special surprises and
invite local dignitaries to do
“ride-a-longs” so they can
experience the impact to our
seniors and our community
directly. If you are interested
in participating, give Tara
LaMontia, our
marketing/development
director a call.  
If you or a senior you

know of are homebound,
aged 60-plus, and is in need
of a hot meal, please give us
a call at 896-8117 to review
guidelines for the Meals on

Wheels program.
Our amazing volunteers

help us deliver the meals, and
best of all, they also offer a
warm smile and social inter-
action that so many people
need right now.  

Our drive-thru Friendship
Café is open for lunch M-F
11:30-12:30. If you are 60
years or older, stop by to pick
up a meal. If you have paper-
work already completed or
wish to complete it for us, the
meal is by donation. If you
don’t have time to complete
the paperwork, the meal is
$8.  
The menu for the week is: 
Wednesday – Chicken

Tetrazzini
Thursday – BBQ Pork Rib
Friday – Potato Crusted

Baked Fish
Monday – Pork Schnitzel

with Gravy
Tuesday – Chicken &

Dumplings
Wednesday – Shepherd’s

Pie

Please give us a call at
792-4044 if you have any
questions or need additional
information about our pro-
grams and resources.  

King Crossword

19th Annual March for Meals a month-long, nationwide celebration

Dietert Center

Brenda Thompson
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Moores bid 
friends farewell 
Ending a near-century of

business and a tradition of
community service, Ingram
pioneer Jasper Moore has
sold T.J. Moore Lumber Yard
and retired. 
Mr. Moore’s wife Maryon

seemed pleased at the
prospect of having her hus-
band at home full-time. 

Their son and former lum-
ber company partner, Jack
Moore, will become
involved in other areas of
ranching in the Hill Country.
Soon, a sign, indicating the

name change to Lumbermart,
will  stand sentry to the
familiar landmark at the “Y”
in Ingram. New owner Phil

Grothues has moved his fam-
ily here from Uvalde where
he operates another
Lumbermart location. 
The original lumber com-

pany was established in 1892
on a site in the Old Ingram
area by Jasper’s father, Tom
Moore, a Hill Country found-
ing father.

ITM gets a new principal 
Mrs. Carol Moffett has

been named principal at
Ingram Tom Moore High
School, replacing former
principal Jim Hesson who
resigned last week. 
Superintendent John

Givens commended Hesson
for his “real, positive contri-
bution” to the school.
Hesson, who came to the Hill
Country as principal and
superintendent of the Hunt

School, became Tom
Moore’s first principal when
the new junior-senior high
school opened in September
1980. 
Ingram trustees accepted

his resignation with regret
and voted to honor his con-
tract and pay his salary
through June 30th. Hesson
could not be reached for com-
ment about his future plans.
Mrs. Moffett, who

assumed administrative
duties at the high school on
Monday, was described by
Superintendent Givens as a
“fine, new principal who can
run the school without a
board or force.” 
She has previously been

teaching four sections of sev-
enth grade Texas History as
well as Computer Literacy at
ITM. 

From the pages of The Ingram News

38 years ago:

This feature is made possible by the gift of Ingram News back issues from the late Sylvia Schumacher.

In The News 

March 3, 1983

Join us on Friday, March 12, 2021

www.caillouxperformingarts.com


 

T
he Texana
Troubadour
Contest had its final

round on Sunday afternoon at
Southern Sky Music Café.
Owners Tye Phelps and
Laura Adkinson had a full
house. Winning the battle of
the ballad was Aaron
LaCombe. 
The three finalists had to

sing three original songs and
one cover song. Aaron picked
“Drift Away” by Robbie
Gray. Along with the title,
Aaron wins $1,000, a guitar
and best of all, gets to pro-
duce a single with Mauldin
Productions in Gladewater,
Texas. Congrats also to final-
ist Chris Sadler.
Chad Mauldin and wife

April were on hand to help
judge the contest. Finalist
Scott Rotge will open for the
Gary Morris concert at
Southern Sky Music Café

this Saturday, March 13.
Morris is the only singer to
receive a Grammy, a Tony
and an Emmy. 

The West Kerr Chamber
of Commerce invites you to
their annual fundraising event
on April 8. Tanya
Davenport and the
Chamber Event Committee
are planning a fun night at the
Arcadia Live in downtown
Kerrville. “Texans Helping
Texans” is the theme and
folks are asked to wear their
Texas Best. The Exit 505
Band will entertain. Heavy
hors d’ouevres will be pro-
vided by Rails with a cash
bar.

The West Kerr Chamber
will have its annual awards
ceremony. Submit your
nominations by March 15.
You can just email your nom-
inations to wkccc@hctc.net.
The categories are: Business
of the Year, Citizen of the
Year, Educator of the year,
Community Impact Award. 

Clean up continues around
West Kerr from the Ice
Storm of 21. Carla Stang
reports that each year, in
March, Canyon Springs

Ranch HOA rents a chipper
to take it around to homes in
the development where
homeowners have pre-cut
tree trimmings/branches for
chipping.  
The annual chipping event

is usually a Firewise
Community activity. The
timing of the event was very
good because of the effects
the winter ice storms had on
many, many trees.  Lots of
chipping was done by at least
a dozen homeowners volun-
teering on Saturday and
Sunday helping with this big
job.  

Save the Date
Thursday, March 11 —

Chicken Fried Steak Night

with Brent Ryan at The Hunt
Store. 5 p.m., Hunt.
Friday, March 12 — The

Carlos and Dan Band at
The Hunt Store. 6 p.m., Hunt.
Saturday, March 13 —

Gary Morris live at
Southern Sky Music Café at
The Hill Country Arts
Foundation, 7 p.m., $25 per
ticket, Ingram.
Saturday, March 13 —

Aaron LaCombe at the Hunt
Store, 6 p.m., Hunt.
Saturday, March 20 —

Dallas Moore Band, ticketed
show, The Hunt Store, 6-9
p.m. Hunt.

Email your news to
Whispers2Denise@gmail.com

West Kerr Business Directory

3146 Junction Hwy.

Ingram, TX 78025

(830) 367-5326

Fax (830) 367-5325

TACLB26710C

www.trademarkairconditioning.com

830-367-4131

We have the fastest service in town..We have the fastest service in town..

no matter how long it takes.

Heating & Air Conditioning

Authorized sales & service
Lennox, Bryant , Coleman, Amana, York, Goodman

24 Hour Emergency Service We service all 

brands & models2472 Jct. Hwy. Kerrville

TACLB88243E
STATE-AIRESTATE-AIRE WEST KERR

Current

Get your business moving ... 

Business Directory
Call 367-3501

Unique Gifts For All!

3272 JUNCTION HWY.

INGRAM, TX 78025

830-367-3281

830-367-1043 FAX

Hill Country Water Well Drilling

Geo-thermal/monitor
Domestic/livestock water well drilling

30 years of experience serving the entire 
Hill Country

830-367-4918 830-459-9992
Lic.# 54259CMW

Solution on Page 11

House Plan

Cattle 704 HD
Cows & Bulls                                                 4-5 Lower  
Steers                                                          5-7 Higher                                          
Heifers                                                         3-6 Higher
Cows                                                 40.00-70.00 CWT
Bulls                                                  70.00-92.00 CWT
Bred Cows                                                       No Test
Cow & Calf Pairs                                               No Test
Plain Cattle                                         25.00-75.00 CWT

Medium to Large Frame #1

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lb.  140.00-201.00 CWT   120.00-170.00 CWT           

300-400 lb   160.00-218.00 CWT   120.00-165.00 CWT

400-500 lb   150.00-210.00 CWT   110.00-160.00 CWT

500-600 lb   140.00-179.00 CWT   105.00-145.00 CWT               

600-700 lb   130.00-172.00 CWT   105.00-135.00 CWT

700-800 lb   120.00-133.00 CWT   100.00-120.00 CWT

Sheep & goats: 2780 HD          March 2, 2021

HEAVY LAMBS - Lower        KIDS - Steady 

LIGHT LAMBS - Lower     LIGHT KIDS - Steady

#1 WOOL LAMBS 40-60 LB        320.00-375.00 CWT

#1 WOOL Lambs 60-80 LB              285.00-360.00 CWT

BBD LAMBS 40-60# 285.00-350.00 CWT

DORPX LAMBS 40-60#               300.00-360.00 CWT

DORPX LAMBS 60-80#               300.00-360.00 CWT

SLAUGHTER LAMBS, 45-80#      300.00-360.00 CWT

SLAUGHTER LAMBS 100-150#   160.00-275.00 CWT

Packer Ewes 125.00-200.00 CWT

SHEEP BUCKS/RAMS                130.00-200.00 CWT

#1 Sp/BOEX Kids 20-40#   400.00-600.00 CWT

#1 Sp BOEX Kids 40-60# 300.00-475.00 CWT

#1 SP BOEX Kids 60-80#            350.00-435.00 CWT

Sp/BOEX Muttons 230.00-400.00 CWT

Angora Kids                               220.00-370.00 CWT

LOWER QUALITY KIDS               200.00-300.00 CWT

PACKER SP/BOEX NANNIES 140.00-240.00 CWT

STOCKER SP/BOEX NANNIES    200.00-300.00 CWT

Angora Nannies 120.00-160.00 CWT

BOEX BILLIES                            180.00-295.00 CWT

Representative Sales

2 BLK STR                       513#                 179.00 CWT

1 BLK STR                       605#                 172.00 CWT

Gillespie Livestock Co. Inc.
March 3, 2021   

Nations Landscapes
Texas Certified Nursery Professional 25 years
Texas Certified Tree Arborist
Master Gardener

Design • Installs • Flower Beds
Yearly Maintenance Contracts
830 496-6215
melanienations1@gmail.com

Follow Facebook Melanie Nations
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Aaron 
LaCombe 
croons to win 
2021 Texana 
Troubadour

West Kerr
Whispers

Denise Cartwright

Canyon Springs Ranch Homeowners Association
cleans up with a chipper.

Photo by Carla Stang

Chris Sadler, Tye Phelps, Laura Adkinson, Scott Ritter and the winner of Texana
Troubadour Contest, Aaron LaCombe at the Southern Sky Music Café.

Photo by April Mauldin

Photo by Carla Stang

www.home-plan-weekly.com
www.home-plan-weekly.com
www.rhodestaxidermy.com
www.trademarkairconditioning.com


 

Orleans during the War of
1812. 

He returned home to his
father’s farm in Tennessee.
One of their neighbors was
Samuel Polk, whose frail son
James K. eventually became
governor of Tennessee, and
then the president of the
United States. The Toms lived
like most frontier families,
farming, sewing their own
clothes, raising livestock and
hunting game.

His best friend, John Files,
was killed in the war. In 1817,
William married his sister
Mary Files, and they had five
children: John Files, Charles,
Alfred, Sarah and Houston.
After wife Mary’s death,
William married Kessiah
Hines, and they had children
Elizabeth, William, Nancy,
George and Dudley. 

Meanwhile, Mexico was
encouraging settlement of its
territories. William II acquired
the needed documents in 1834,
and a year later, he and his
family came with a wagon
train of colonists from Brazoria
to San Felipe de Austin. He
moved his family to Stephen F.
Austin’s colony in Texas in
February 1835 and homestead-
ed at Washington-on-the-
Brazos. In June and July 1835
William organized his neigh-
bors for campaigns against the
Comanche and Tawakoni. 

William II and son John
Files were involved in the
“Come and Take It” skirmish
at Gonzalez with the
Volunteer Army of Texas on
Oct. 10, 1835, and marched to
San Antonio, where William
and John  participated in the
battle of Concepcion and the
Grass Fight. They were with
Ben Milam at the siege Dec.
5-11, 1835 when the Mexican
army surrendered.  

The Toms stayed in San
Antonio garrisoned at the
Alamo with 100 other Texan
soldiers under the command
of James C. Neill until Feb.
11, 1836, when Col. William
B. Travis arrived. 

William returned to
Washington-on-the-Brazos in
time to assist the evacuation
during the Runaway Scrape
and John Files returned home.
After the fall of the Alamo,
General Sam Houston called
for volunteers to join the
Texas retreat to East Texas.
William stayed home but John
met the volunteers at the
Colorado River.

“He wore a pair of woolen
stockings, donated by a young
neighbor girl,” said a narra-
tive.

At the Battle of San Jacinto
in April 1836, John, then just a
few days from his 18th birth-
day, was wounded, hit by a
musket ball that shattered his
left leg below the knee. He fell
in a muddy ditch and packed
his wound with mud to stop
the bleeding. His comrades
carried him back to camp. The
wound took months to heal
and left him with an uneven
gait for life.

“He didn’t come home for a
long time, and his family
thought he was killed,” Greg
said. “Some family took him
in and then he went back to
Guadalupe County.”

John Files Tom was
described as being 6 feet 5
inches tall, with a dark com-
plexion, black hair and black
eyes. In 1840, John married
Mary Ann Moffitt, and they
had four daughters. They also
raised a boy, Edward Morris,
whose father joined the
Confederacy. Later, William,
John and their families,
moved to Seguin, and went
from farming to ranching.

William commanded a
Ranger company on the
Sabinal River during the peri-
od of the Republic of Texas.
In 1846 he moved to Seguin
and gave land to the school in
Guadalupe County. William
and Kizziah were buried in the
family cemetery near Seguin,
but on July 18, 1937, their
bodies were reinterred in the
Texas State Cemetery.

Greg said that for their
service, they had received
several sections of land near
Killeen, Texas, which they
never went to claim. John
Files did get a pension.

John and Mary Ann moved
to Atascosa, and in 1863, he
got a commission to raise a
Texas Ranger company. John
Files fought the Comanche at
the head of San Miguel Creek.
In 1856, John was elected
sheriff of Guadalupe County
and later moved to the Leakey
area where he died.  

He was elected to the House
of Representatives of the
Fourteenth Texas Legislature
and as a member of that body
helped hold the upper floor of
the capitol for Governor
Richard Coke in the Coke-
Davis Controversy. John Files
Tom was well documented in
many histories, including
books by A.J. Sowell.

In a 1985 compilation, “A
Family Named Tom,” by John
W. Meaney of Austin, one
section deals with how the
Tom family served in law
enforcement for years.

John Files and his father,
William, were Texas Rangers,
along with John Files’ brother,
Alfred, and the son of their
brother Charles Tom —
specifically Emanuel Tom
(1863-1926). He was a track-
ing assistant to various Texas
posses. Emanuel’s sons,
Dewey and John, also fol-
lowed the tradition as agents
of the U.S. Customs Service.

Meaney wrote, “Emanuel
Tom was called by J. Frank
Dobie, ‘the greatest tracker in
the Southwest....’ He once
tracked a Mexican who had
killed an old woman and her
husband in Wilson County,
bringing the man to justice
and to his hanging in
Floresville. He became so
well known for this work that
Rangers and posses would go
to Campbellton seeking his
help. ... They came for his
help in the case of Gregorio
Cortez in 1901 (a movie was
later based on this case).”

Cortez had been on the run
after killing Sheriff Erack
Morris of Karnes County. He
fled into Gonzales County.
where a posse under Sheriff
Dick Glover thought it had
him cornered, only to see
Cortez kill Glover and Henry
Schnabel and get away again,
heading for the Rio Grande.
His horse played out in

Wilson County so he stole
another one at the Allen farm
just south of Floresville.

As Cortez was spotted,
Rangers near Campbellton
called on Emanuel Tom to
track Cortez, a wily outlaw.
He came within 10 miles of
the Rio Grande spotting a
group of Mexican
goatherders, who were
unaware of his identity. They
fed him and put him up.   As
Emanuel and his posse closed
in, the goatherders pointed
Cortez out. He was arrested
and brought to San Antonio
after a 400-mile chase.  

A photograph was taken of
Cortez, Emanuel and Texas
Ranger Capt. J.H. Rogers seat-
ed on chairs in front of the jail
and the posse behind them.

Emanuel went on to track
other desperados. He later
received a special Colt 45 pis-
tol for his service, engraved
with his name, from the
Rangers. Ironically, although
he was tried and convicted
twice of murder, Gregorio
was eventually released after
only serving nine years, par-
doned by Gov. Oscar Colquitt
in 1913. Word is he became a
folk hero among the Mexicans
of South Texas, complete with
a ballad  about his exploits.

Meanwhile, Emanuel was
praised by the San Antonio
Express in 1901, adding, “He
is just a plain Texan and is
proud to be numbered among
such people .... a typical fron-
tiersman ... his modesty pre-
vented him telling the story ...
saying, ‘Oh, that would take
me a thousand years.’ He
wanted others to tell the story.”

Many of the Tom family
were cattlemen and owned
ranches in the era of the
Western “cowboy” between
1865-1900, Meaney said.

In 1867, John Files became
a Mason in Pleasanton. In
1873, he was elected to the
Texas Legislature represent-
ing Atascosa County. The
same year, his wife, Mary
Anne, died and was buried in
the Old Rock  Cemetery in
Somerset. Two years later,
John married Nancy
Henderson with whom he had
seven children.

Eventually, he moved to
Edwards County. Greg’s
grandfather, William Burgess
Tom, bought land near
Leakey. John Files Tom was
buried at the Leakey Floral
Cemetery after his death in
1906 in a modest grave. 

Greg said the Tom family
settled first on the East prong
of the Frio River, where the
HEB foundation now owns
land. They then moved to the
West Prong. Greg said his
uncle “Ed” (William Edward)
was like Will Rogers, and
never knew a stranger. Greg’s
father, John Files Tom (born
in 1919), had a twin sister,
Stella. He was the first to
enlist in service (Army Air
Corps) in World War II.
Brothers Carroll and Ed
joined the Navy, and the sis-
ters enlisted in the women’s
services. 

The Ingram News carried
an account on May 29, 1986,
that John Files Tom of Ingram
(grandson and namesake of
the Captain), went to a Texas

Sesquicentennial ceremony
April 5 at the Leakey ceme-
tery honoring Capt. Tom. It
was sponsored by the Uvalde
Chapter of the Daughters of
the Republic of Texas. Among
the other numerous descen-
dants attending were his wife
Roma, sons Steven and
Gregory Tom, and grandsons
Jeffery and Christopher.

Greg added that occasional-
ly Roma would star in plays at
the Point Theater in Ingram
near where they lived.

“My father and mother
lived for 15 years in Ingram,
across Indian Creek in a stone
house just about a quarter mile
up on the right,” Greg said.
“They bought it from Texas
Ranger Henry Ligon. It was
built on a high mound of dirt
to keep floodwaters out.”

Greg’s father, John Files
Tom, was born in Leakey on
July 13, 1919. He married
Roma Jean Williams in 1945
in Ardmore, Okla. Her family
had settled there during the
great land rush and her father,
Schuyler, was a veteran of the
Spanish-American War.

John Files was a member of

the Kerrville B.P.O.E. Elks
Lodge #2801 and the Veterans
of Foreign Wars group, was a
past worshipful master of
Leakey Masonic Lodge No.
622 and a member of St.
Paul’s United Methodist
Church in Kerrville. 

He organized the Kerr
County Ex-POWS chapter
and was a member of the Real
County range management.
He served on the Nueces
Canyon School board for nine
years and spearheaded the
drive to form the G.I. School
in Leakey. He also was
responsible for bringing the
American Legion organiza-
tion to Leakey, of which he
served as a commander. 

He was a rancher and a real
estate dealer who had worked
and lived in the Hill Country
his entire life. At his death, he
was survived by his wife and
two sons, Gregory B. Tom of
San Antonio and Steven L.
Tom of Cornstock, Texas.

Son Greg recalled how in
1978, during the big flood that
dropped epic amounts of rain,
“I was living in Austin, and
my folks were living at Indian

Creek. Their phone was out. I
got in my truck and got the
neighbor, he had a little Jeep.
The first thing I saw in the
water was my dad’s little
Dodge Ram Charger. It
looked smashed, and I thought
he had been killed. The water
so powerful. 

“When I went to his house,
he was up there. He had gone
to help someone crossing the
creek when a wall of water
came down on them, but they
were OK. It was devastating.
That house wasn’t but 50
yards from Indian Creek.
They had to spend the night in
a couple of pecan trees.”

Greg and his brother,
Stephen, graduated from
Nueces Canyon High School.
They lived in a house near
Camp Wood built of D’Hanis
tile, with no central heat, and
his family raised several thou-
sand Angora goats. Greg is a
realtor and member of the
Rising Star Masonic Lodge in
Center Point.

Shown here while attending a ceremony in April 1986,
honoring the first John Files Tom are his descendants,
from left, Steven Tom, his father, John Files Tom of
Ingram, Jeffery and Christopher Tom, his mother, Roma,
and brother, Gregory Tom (father of the children). The
photo appeared in the Ingram News on May 29, 1986.

Tom
Continued from Page 1

A superb tracker,
Emanuel Tom (1863-
1926) had a distin-
guished career chasing
wanted criminals across
Texas.

A rare photograph
shows John Files Tom in
his Masonic garb.

Greg and Bonnie Tom enjoy the country life as they remain active in community
affairs and real estate.

William Tom (1792-1871), the father of John Files
Tom, was born after his parents, William and Nancy
(Brown) Tom emigrated from Northern Ireland in
1790, seeking religious freedom. William fought in the
Texas War with Mexico and is buried along with his
wife, Kizziah, at the Texas State Cemetery.
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Entertainment Guide

Entertainment

Feb. 5 - March 12!

HCAF Atelier
Exhibit

Duncan-McAshan Visual Arts Center
Hill Country Arts Foundation

Through March 27

Thursday, March 11, 2021 West Kerr Current                                                                                                        Page 7

Focusing on positive signals,
the Kathleen C. Cailloux City
Center for the Performing Arts is
looking forward to a return to pre-
senting a wide variety of events
for Kerrville and the Hill Country
this spring.
“We’re putting together a very

full calendar, including events
that have been postponed during
the Covid crisis as well as brand
new offerings” said City Center
Executive Director Jeffrey
Brown.  “We think everyone will
find something exciting to look
forward to as we find our way
back toward ‘normal’.”
The re-opening schedule

begins in April with the
Playhouse 2000 production of
“Silent Sky,” the true-to-life story
of Henrietta Leavitt, one of the
first women to make a name in
the field of astronomy, whose
work made it possible for
mankind to find its true place in
the universe.
“Silent Sky” will be presented

in the VK Garage Theater from
April 9 through 25.

The Symphony of the Hills
returns to The Cailloux Theater
on April 29 with “The Majesty of
Brahms,” featuring the SOH’s
first-ever programming of a sym-
phony by this master.  
The first movement of

Brahms’ 4th Symphony in E
Minor will be presented, along
with a variety of classical “hits”
plus the World Premiere of
“River of Stars” by Ethan
Wickman, presented in celebra-
tion of the group’s 20th anniver-
sary season.
May begins with a special

appearance by “Texas Flood,” a
rising Dallas-based blues band
that celebrates the sound of Stevie

Ray Vaughan.  
The band pays tribute to the

legends as well as the future of
the blues through their own music
and style.  With an “in-your-face”
show and raw energy, they take
the listener on a journey through
the blues.

“Texas Flood” is scheduled for
Saturday, May 1, with a special
show time of 8:30 p.m.
The next week sees a pair of

special events, with the re-sched-
uled appearance by The New
Buddy Holly Band on Saturday,
May 8, at 7:30, and an all-

acoustic show by country writing
legend Terry McBride on Sunday,
May 9, at 3 p.m.
The New Buddy Holly Band is

among the most popular acts in
the Hill Country, well known for
their fun re-creations of the origi-
nal hits of the rock’n’roll era.
They’ll present a brand new
show, dubbed “Ten Years
Together” with all of their usual
energy and good-time feel, featur-
ing special guest artist Ruben
Exum.
Terry McBride, after leaving

his band “McBride and The

Ride,” made country music histo-
ry writing hits for greats like
Reba McEntire and Brooks and
Dunn, including “If You See
Him/If You See Her” and “Play
Something Country,” earning a
round dozen BMI writing awards
along the way.
McBride has just launched a

brand-new solo album, “Rebels
and Angels.” His show in
Kerrville will feature songs from
that effort as well as past hits and
stories about working with some
of the giants of the industry.
May will wrap up with the

long-awaited appearance in
Kerrville of Texas Swing legends
“Bob Wills’ Texas Playboys”
under the direction of Jason
Roberts, two-time Grammy win-
ner and veteran of 18 years with
“Asleep at The Wheel.”
With the sound that only Bob

Wills could bring to the stage, the
Texas Playboys will continue a
tradition that goes back to 1933,
and still has the power to thrill
audiences of all ages.
“Bob Wills’ Texas Playboys”

will take the Cailloux Stage on
Sunday, May 23, at 3 p.m.

The Cailloux City Center is
located at 910 Main St. in down-
town Kerrville, and features two
performing spaces – The Cailloux
Theater and the “Black Box” VK
Garage Theater.

Tickets for all City Center
events can be purchased online at
www.CaillouxPerformingArts.co
m;  at The Cailloux Theater Box
Office in person from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m., Monday through Friday, or
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturdays; or by
phone at any time by leaving a
detailed message at (830) 896-
9393. 

Cailloux center plans for busy spring

On a solo tour to launch his new album “Rebels and Angels,”
Terry McBride will appear at The Cailloux Theater on
Sunday, May 9, at 3 p.m.  He’ll share hits by “McBride and
The Ride,” plus stories about his work with stars like Reba
McEntire and Brooks and Dunn.

Courtesy photo

Council
Continued from Page 1

Sept. 30, 2019, Sept. 30, 2020.
Rider said Allman suggested starting with the

latest year and working backwards. Fees for the
work are not exceed $8,000, according to
Allman’s agreement with the city.
Council also heard another request from Forest

Oaks Mobile Home Park owner Johnny Sharp to
connect to the city wastewater system.
Sharp said the park, located on Riverview

Road, has two septic systems. He said the smaller
of the two has started to fail and the larger one
started to fail in 2016.
He said he first contacted the city in 2016 with

a request to tie into the wastewater system.
He said there are 19 mobile homes in the park,

with about 58 people living in the homes.
“All we want to do is make it safe for these peo-

ple,” Sharp said.
He said he has been rebuffed by the city and put

off several times.
“I’m here to ask you to consider in your hearts

what is best to be done,” he said. “I’m begging
you to allow us into your system.”
Sharp said he has always said he will pay all the

costs involved.
A lengthy discussion ensued, with Rider

reviewing some of the past history of talks with
park representatives and showing photos of the
failing septic systems.
It has been city policy not to extend sewer serv-

ice to areas outside the city limits. Several proper-
ty owners in the area have requested annexation
for access to the system, and were annexed.
“I’m just wanting to find some sort of compro-

mise so we can make it safe for 58 people for 19
families. I don’t want to evict 19 families, put
them out on the street. I can’t.
“But I can tell you right now some of things that

are being required of me, I don’t have the money.
I can’t afford them.”
Rider said the city has asked Sharp to bore under

Riverview Road to connect to the system rather
than cutting the road, among other requirements.
A motion to deny access to system by the

mobile home park passed 4-1, with Council
Member Claud Jordan voting against it.
Kerr County has filed a civil injunctive suit to

bring the park’s septic systems into compliance.

www.caillouxperformingarts.co
www.museumofwesternnart.com
www.hcaf.com
www.kacckerrville.com
www.playhouse2000.com
www.hcaf.com


 

Pre-K

Cooper Gray

Pre-K has chosen Cooper
Gray to be our Soaring Eagle
this six
weeks for
many differ-
ent reasons.
Cooper is a
delightful
young man,
he is so
helpful and
polite to all
of his class-
mates and
teachers who
work with
him. He always answers with
a bright smile and is always
willing to give something
new a try. Cooper is intelli-
gent and is always building a
new structure at center time.
He will gladly help another
student walk across campus if
they are afraid to go alone.
He is such a great example of
a Soaring Eagle with his
kindness and helpfulness of
others. We are very proud of
him!

Mrs. White, 
Pre-K Teacher

Kindergarten

Mercy Kendrick

“Do you need a hug?” “I’ll
play with you!” “I’ll try my
best.” These are just some
examples of
the sentences
that Mercy
Kendrick will
say during
the day in
Kindergarten.
Her class-
mates unani-
mously agree
that “she is
always nice
and doesn’t
hurt any-
body.”  They think it’s

because she has a gigantic
heart. Her generosity to share
and help others fills us with
happy feelings. As a good
student she is quiet during
instructions, although Mercy
has a sense of humor that can
make anyone chuckle. 

Mercy Kendrick is this six-
weeks Kindergarten Soaring
Eagle because she is kind,
compassionate, very friendly
and works hard.”

Mrs. Simone, 
Kindergarten Teacher

1st Grade

Easton Riley

My soaring eagle for the
4th six weeks is Easton Riley.
Easton is a
wonderful
young man
who is very
driven. He
puts in his
best efforts
into every-
thing that he
does. Easton
sets a great
example for
his peers
and is
always willing to lend a help-
ing hand.  I am so grateful to
be able to teach a student like
Easton. Congrats!

Mrs. Lewis & Mrs.
Trevino, 

1st Grade Team

2nd Grade

Olivia Gray

Olivia
Gray is the
2nd Grade
Soaring
Eagle for the
4th Six
Weeks. 

Olivia is a
joy to have
in class. She
comes to
school
everyday

prepared with a positive atti-
tude and smile on her face.
She is kind and caring to
those around her and is
always willing to help anyone
whatever their need may be.
Olivia is very attentive and
eager to participate and learn.
She is a pleasure to work
with. Keep up the great work
Olivia! 

Mrs. Enke, 
2nd Grade Teacher

3rd Grade

Bonnie Muskievicz

Bonnie is a smart student.
She works hard at all of her
school work.
Bonnie goes
above and
beyond to be
a top-notch
student and
exceeds
expectations
with the
quality of
her work.
She is an
enthusiastic
learner who
enjoys school. Bonnie is
respectful and courteous to
adults and peers. Bonnie goes
out of her way to be kind and
helpful to others around her.
Her joyful smile and positive
attitude brighten the class-
room. Bonnie makes our
classroom a better place. 

Mrs. Lair, 
Elementary ELA Teacher

4th Grade

Vangie Buck

4th grade soaring Eagle for
the 4th six weeks goes to a
very special young lady.
Vangie Buck has been a very
hard worker all school year.
She strives everyday to do
her best in all of her class-
work.  She is always on time
to class and prepared with
everything she needs to be
successful in the classroom.

Vangie is
constantly
asking for
ways to help
out around
the class-
room and
always has
time to help
a friend in
need as well.  

Vangie’s
smile is as
big as her kind heart and I
look forward to seeing her
walk through the door each
morning. Thank you Vangie
for your love for learning and
I hope you never let it go!

Mrs. Bulkley, 
Elementary Math Teacher

5th Grade

Catherine Ragsdale

Catherine is our 5th grade
Soaring Eagle for this six
weeks. Catherine is a fantasti-
cally unique
individual,
full of char-
acter, charm
and intellect.
She has a
fantastic
sense of
humor and
she has a
tremendous
voice in her
writing. She
is kind to all
of her class-
mates and friends, and she
always has a sweet smile to
cheer others. She strives to do
her best in all she does, she is
a deep thinker and she is
highly creative. This young
lady is destined to do great
things.  

Congratulations Catherine.  
Mrs. Bradberry, 

Elementary Science
Teacher

6th Grade

Aryn Ramirez

Aryn Ramirez, congratula-
tions on being chosen as a
6th grade Soaring Eagle for
2021. Aryn
is very com-
passionate
and caring
and a great
student to
have in
class.
Although
Aryn might
get frustrated
with difficult
tasks, he
doesn’t give
up. He is
dedicated to his learning and
through hard work and deter-
mination, he is able to
achieve his best work and
excel.  Aryn, thank you for
being an amazing hardwork-
ing 6th grader.

Middle School Teachers

7th Grade

Alondra Soto

An outstanding student is
someone who has the desire
and will-
ingness to
work hard
and try
their best
even if
they don’t
understand
the work.
Someone
who does
their home-
work and is
motivated.
Someone who listens and has

respect for teachers and other
students. This is how Alondra
Soto shows her amazing
commitment to learning and
to her role as a Hunt Eagle.
Alondra thinks of others first
and is always wanting to lend
a helping hand in the class-
room. She goes above and
beyond without being
prompted. That is what
makes this Six Week’s 7th
Grade Soaring Eagle so easy
to choose because Alondra
has proven hard work and
dedication lead to many suc-
cesses. Congratulations
Alondra!

Middle School Teachers

8th Grader

Jorja Ramirez

The 8th-grade Soaring
Eagle for the 4th six-week
period is
Jorja
Ramirez.
Jorja was
chosen
because she
is a hard
worker and
a wonderful
friend. Jorja
tries her
hardest in
the class-
room. She
completes and turns her work
in on time showing her best
efforts. She is reliable and
conscientious about her learn-
ing. Jorja is also a wonderful
friend. She is fiercely loyal
and will back them up as well
as call them out when each is
called for. Jorja is an outgo-
ing, tough, and resilient
young lady who deserves the
Soaring Eagle Award for this
grading period.

Middle School Teachers

Hunt School Soaring Eagles

Cooper Gray

Mercy
Kendrick

Vangie Buck

Bonnie
Muskievicz

Jorja
Ramirez

Aryn
Ramirez

Catherine
Ragsdale

Alondra
Soto

Olivia Gray

Easton Riley

4th Six Weeks
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A + 1 TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS
GENERAL AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR • BRAKES • FRONT END

ALIGNMENT • AIR CONDITIONING • CLASSIC CAR

DRIVETRAIN RESTORATION & REPAIR

(830) 896-2234 • 117 GASOLINE ALLEY

KERRVILLE, TX

896-2400

123-B Commerce St.   www.FirstInsAgency.com

1-888-438-9819
website; timeformemory.com/wrights

Wright’s 
Funeral Parlor
We can handle Funerals, Cremations,  Memorial

Services, and Graveside Services.

AT NEED OR PRE-ARRANGEMENT PLAN

The lowest cost Funerals or Cremations

1913 Junction Hwy. 830-895-3323

WE HONOR ALL OTHER FUNERAL HOME  
INSURANCE POLICIES

GRIMES FUNERAL CHAPELSGRIMES FUNERAL CHAPELS

830-257-4544

KERRVILLE AND BANDERA

www.grimesfuneralchapels.com

Establishment License Number 21

Kerrville
300 Main St.

830-896-3600

PFSC “LIC” #2220

Calvary  Temple

3000 Loop 534, Kerrville     
895-3000   
calvarytemplechurch.org          
SUN:  9:00 and 11:00 a.m. Worship   
(nursery available)
WED: 7:00 p.m. Youth   
7:00 p.m. 4 yrs.-5th grade
Del Way, Pastor

Church of Christ

610 Hwy. 39, Ingram
367-3023
SUN: 9:30 a.m. Bible Study    
10:30 a.m. Worship     
6:30 p.m. Worship

Church of Christ on Junction

Highway  

2500 Junction Hwy.                      
367-5340           
SUN: 9:30 a.m. Bible Study    
10:30 a.m. Worship     
5:00 p.m. Worship     
WED: 7:00 p.m. Bible Study

Christ Church Presbyterian 

228 Earl Garrett,  Kerrville       
(at the Kerr Arts and Cultural Center)                                                                                            
christchurchkerrville.org    
SUN: 10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. John D. Standridge
john@christchurchkerrville.org

Church of the Hills

3325 Junction Hwy., Ingram367-4614           
SUN: 10:30 a.m. Worship 
(Cell groups for the interested available)

Citywest Church

3139 Junction Hwy., Ingram
office@citywest.org, www.citywest.org
367-5363           
SUN: 9:30 a.m. Bible Study   
10:30 a.m. Morning Coffee & Donut
Fellowship                                              
11:00 a.m. Children's Church 
& Contemporary Music Sermon 

MON: 6:30 p.m. Women's Bible Study
WED: 6:30 p.m.  Adult Bible Study &
Youth Meet
Pastor Chris Dahse

First Church of Christ, Scientist

301 Woodlawn Ave., Kerrville  
257-3004   kerrvillechristianscientist.org
Services and Sun. School 10:30-11:30
a.m.
Weds. Testimony Meeting 7:30 p.m.

First Christian Church

1900 Goat Creek Rd,  Kerrville                  
895-5355         
SUN: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
& Contemporary Worship, 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
& Sunday School       
Rev. Brett W. Coe                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Texas Hwy. 39 & Webb Rd., Ingram        
367-5672           
SUN: 9:00 a.m. Sunday School   
10:00 a.m. Worship                                                                                      
TUES: 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 
Pastor John W. Uhl

Hill Country Christian Center 

Ingram     367-4290            

SUN: Sunday School & Worship

WED: Worship Service

Hill Country Missionary-Baptist

Church ABA

107 Redemption Rd.                     

890-5373           

SUN: 9:45 a.m. Sunday School    

11:00 a.m. Worship                                                                                     

Don Trussel, Pastor

Hill Country Society of Friends

(Quakers) 

2100 Memorial Blvd., Kerrville
Campus Ministry Center at Schreiner
University                     

257-4316           
SUN: 10:00 a.m. Worship 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church

204 Spence St., Kerrville     
257-4433
www.holycrosskerrville.com
SUN: 8:45 a.m. Sunday School    
10:00 a.m. Worship
Joshua Sullivan

Hosanna Lutheran Church 

134 Camp Meeting Rd., Kerrville
(at Highway 16 South)              
Pastor Dave Bass  257-6767          
Summer schedule (June 3-Labor Day)
Sundays: 
8:30 a.m. Blended Worship 
10 a.m. Praise Worship 

House of Prayer

108 Morgan St., Ingram
Sun: 10:30 A.M.
Wed: 6:00 P.M.
Pastor Randy Dean  367-2525  
Cell: 830-739-9282
Carolyn Dean  830-739-9283

St Michael & All Angels Anglican

Church 

2015 Singing Wind Dr., Kerrville                       
895-4990     kerrvilleanglicanchurch.com
SUN: 10:00 a.m. Services

Hunt Baptist Church 

238-4863    HuntBaptist@ HCTC.net           

SUN: 9:45 a.m. Sunday School    

11:00 a.m. Worship   

6:00 p.m. Prayer Service                                             

WED:  6:30 p.m. Worship Awana Bible

Club, Children - K-6th

John Collis, Pastor

Hunt United Methodist Church

120 Merritt Rd. SW

www.huntumc.org                                                

SUN: 8:30 a.m. Contemporary Service   

9:45 a.m. Sunday School                                                                     

11:00 a.m. Service 

(Nursery provided on Sunday mornings)                                                                  

TUES: 6:45 a.m. Men’s Bible Study    

6:30 p.m. Women’s Bible Study

TUES & WED: 9-12 (Sept-May)

Parent’s Morning Out  

Phone 238-4360  officehumc.net                                                                                                                                                 

WED: 1:00 p.m. Pastor’s Bible Study   

5:45 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal                                                                                                                                           

6:00 p.m. Praise Music Group Rehearsal    

7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal                                                                                                                                                

Rev. Paul Harris 

Jewish Community of the Hill

Country

Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m. at The
Unitarian Universalist Church, 
960 Barnett St., Kerrville
For more information: 830-331-8931

Live Oak Church of Christ 

439 Holdsworth Dr.,  Kerrville                                    
830-315-9134    
SUN: 9:30 a.m. Bible Study    10:30 a.m.
Worship
WED: 7:00 p.m. Bible Study

Mt. Home Divide Chapel

Hwy 41 (near YO gate) 
121 Divide School Rd.             
640-3307           
2nd SUN: 2:30 p.m.
WED: 11a.m.  Bible Study

New Hope Fellowship 

A Southern Baptist Congregation                       

405 Main St., Ingram          

367-7709           

SUN: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School  

10:45 a.m. Sunday Morning

Service

TUES: 6:00 p.m. Celebrate Recovery

WEDS: 5:15 p.m. Choir practice

6:00 p.m. Children’s/ Youth

Ministry

6:15 p.m. Adult Bible Study

David Billeiter, Pastor

Notre Dame Catholic Church

Corner of Water & Washington,
Kerrville     
257-5961         
SAT: 4:00 p.m. Reconciliation   

5:00 p.m. English Mass
SUN: Masses 7:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 
5:00 p.m. English  -  9:30 a.m.
Spanish
Rev. David Wagner
Open Arms Ministry
3167B Junction Hwy., Ingram
367-1777  
WEDS.: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
SUN.: 10:30 a.m.-12:36 p.m.

4 p.m.-6 p.m.
Sr. Pastor: Thomas Jeffers

Riverside Church of Christ

625 Harper Rd., Kerrville                         
257-5445           
SUN: 9:00 a.m. Bible Class and Worship  
5:00 p.m. Worship
WED: 7:00 p.m. Bible Class
Pulpit minister: Kevin Kasparek

Seventh Day Adventist Church

611 Harper Rd., Kerrville     
895-3935           
SAT: 9:30 a.m. Sabbath School   
11:00 a.m. Worship Service  
Dwight Seek, Pastor                               

St. Paul's United Methodist

135 Methodist Encampment Rd., 
Kerrville      895-2212         
SUN:  9:30 a.m.. Sunday School;  
10:30 a.m. Worship
WED: 3 p.m  After-School Program
Rev. Sheree Harris

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

School - Janet Boutin, Sch. Dir        
320 St. Peter St., Kerrville                       
257-8162 -Church 
257-0257 -School  
SUN: 8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m., 11:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. Sunday School (all ages)      
Rev. Bert Baetz, Rector
Rev. J. Michael Wheeler, Asst. Priest 
Summer hours vary, call office for
times.

Sunset Baptist Church

Junction Hwy., Mt. Home
866-3415           
SUN: 10:00 a.m. Bible Study    

11:00 a.m. Worship   

J. Dwayne Smith, Minister   

Unitarian Universalist Church of the

Hill Country

Services and Children’s, SUN: 10 a.m.
960 Barnett St., Kerrville
Rev. Ja Rickard 792-3626

Victory Baptist Church

410 Junction Hwy. Kerrville,TX

Worship the Lord With Us
Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church

A Bible-believing Church
Sundays 10 a.m.

101 Webb Ave. West • 830-367 5672 • GCPCIngram.org

On the hill across from Stonehenge II
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On Monday Feb. 22, at the
Happy State Bank Expo Hall
in Kerrville, the Hill Country
Chapter, Texas Master
Naturalist started a new train-
ing class to train 29 new
Texas Master Naturalist vol-
unteers.  
This class was originally

planned to start last fall but
had to be postponed because
of the restrictions placed on

the organization because of
Covid-19.  
Once they have completed

their three-month training
period, all of the members of
the Hill Country Chapter will
be able to welcome the new
Master Naturalists as fellow
volunteers dedicated to the
Mission Statement of the
Texas Master Naturalist
Program.

R
ainwater harvesting
has been an upcom-
ing thing for a few

years. It’s beneficial because
it provides water for uses
such as gardening, watering
animals and even drinking
water when treated. 
It can provide available

potable water free of added
chemicals and reduce the
strain on well water. 
Rainwater is easily collect-

ed from a run off structure
such as a roof or barn. 
Using gutters that channel

water to downspouts can
then be collected in some-
thing as small as a barrel or
as large as a 3000-plus gal-
lon tank. 
Without our water catch-

ment system in place, we too,
would have been without
water during the recent ice
storms. 
Fortunately we were able

to heat the spigot and out
flowed clean water that we
were then able to boil for use
on our wood burning stove.
People without such collec-
tion devices had to wait on
their wells to thaw out to
receive water again. 
Rainwater harvesting is

more and more in demand.
Not all states allow it though! 
While it has many uses, it

is not always as pure as you
think. Many things can mix
with the water from your

roof, including chemicals
from the roof itself along
with feces from animals. 
Rain barrels do not provide

filtration so a screen may be
added to filter unwanted
debris. 

Rainwater should always
be tested before using it for
drinking or washing eating
materials. 

A
n old cowboy say-
ing goes, “There
never was a horse

that couldn’t be rode; there
never was a man who
couldn’t be throw’d”.
It’s actually a more illustri-

ous way of saying “Nobody’s
perfect.” Neither man nor
horse.  It eases the pain of
suddenly being reminded that
no matter how hard you try,
you’ll never be perfect. Only
one man ever was. It makes
you feel a little better when
you foul up. Reminds you
why they put erasers on pen-
cils.
I resemble that. In my

case, it’s usually from getting
frantic at deadline and my
fingers move faster than my
brain.
Blame it on computers. A

sage observer a few years
back commented that these
new, revolutionary replace-
ments for typewriters made it
possible to make mistakes
faster than any invention
besides tequila and handguns.
The morning after the 1948

election, The Chicago Daily
Tribune got in too big a hurry
to get to press and go home,
figuring Tom Dewey was far
enough ahead of Harry
Truman to run a banner head-
line that announced,
“DEWEY DEFATS TRU-
MAN.” Some newspapers that
week ran a grinning picture of
newly elected President
Truman holding a copy of that
paper. Nowadays, most cur-
rent readers have never heard
of Dewey.
Closer to home, when

A&M and Rice played in
1955 in Houston, Rice was
ahead 12-0 with just a little
over three minutes to play
when a reporter decided he
had his story and took the
press box elevator down to
beat the crowd. As the eleva-
tor descended, he heard a
tremendous roar as the
Aggies suddenly awoke from
a lackluster performance and
scored the first of what would
be three touchdowns to win.  
And there was a movie

theater across the street from
a classy hotel once that ran a
marquis touting a double fea-

ture it was showing. The first
feature was “Big Cat.” With
the only separation between
the features being that the
second was on a separate
line, the theater promoted its
title: “House Across the
Street.”
A realtor once told me I

was making a big mistake
by not buying the house he
was showing. I curtly told
him I had made mistakes
and would probably make

many more. 
I didn’t realize how

prophetic that was. This week
marked the 186th Woods,
Waters, and Wildlife column
I have written. I’ve caught a
couple of mistakes before
publication. A few got by me,
however. And they stung.  
I misplaced a letter about

my first miscue and regret
not acknowledging it. A
recent message pointed out
that I wrote a hunting license
was needed to hunt wild
hogs. Once required, that was
changed. On private property,

all you need is landowner
permission.
A message this week really

hurt. A good friend and expe-
rienced big game hunter told
me I misidentified a cheetah
as an ocelot. Indefensible! I
should know better.
And looking back at this

column, was the saying
“Never was a horse”? Or
“Never was a hoss”? 
Maybe somebody’ll tell

me.

D
riving through the
Hill Country, one
can see all the red-

bud just starting to show their
color, the buds beginning on
the trees, the crocuses pop-
ping out of the ground, the
lilies of the valley blooming,
and it means that it is time to
start fertilizing and weeding!
Think before you fertilize,

knowing that about half of it
ultimately ends up in the
Guadalupe River and our
own drinking and swimming
water! Algae thrives on
high-nitrogen fertilizers,
making the water denser and
greener with their abun-
dance. That goes for all of
the other ingredients, mak-
ing quite a case for organic
fertilizers.
Fertilize your lawns,

shrubs, trees, roses, vines,
beds you haven't yet planted,
everything. Then spread a top
dressing of a half inch of
compost over everything,
included those struggling
spots in your lawn.
Don't jump the gun on

planting. The latest “last
freeze date” that I remember
was April 10, and the mercu-
ry plummeted to 23 degrees;
devastating!

Plant of the Week:
Texas Redbud, Cercis

canadensis var. texensis, is
seen all along the byways of
the Hill Country. It’s a native.
Its growth pattern is shorter
and more twisted that the
Eastern Redbud. The flowers
are ruby red to white, and it
is drought-resistant (or it
wouldn’t thrive in the wild).
It isn’t deer-proof, but it is
certainly worth planting just

for its beautiful show this
time of year.

Chores for this week:
Most of these are preventa-

tive medicine. You’ll be glad
you did them when every-
thing pops into bloom in the
spring!
— Discontinue dormant

oil, and use a summer oil or
Neem Oil on your roses, fruit
trees, oak trees or any trees
and shrubs that tend to get
scale or have overwintering
insects.
— Start weeding early!

The small ones are easier to
yank up than the grown-up
weeds. Either hoe or pull
them out by hand or spray on
one of our perfect sunny days
with 20 percent vinegar solu-
tion.
— Stop the tree pruning,

but you can trim your peren-
nials still. Particularly salvia
greggii wants a severe haircut
to about 10 to 15 inches to
rejuvenate it and compact its
growth. Trim it again in July
for best results, but we’ll
remind you.
— Be patient ... we’ll be

planting soon ... and mowing,
and mowing, and mowing.

We encourage your ques-
tions, comments, or your own
“Personal Plant of the
Week” by writing David at
dsteiny@gvtc.com.

The Dirt on
Hill Country Gardening

David Steinbrunner
Linda Tarrant

Outdoors

Rainwater harvesting provided water
Explore Texas

Carol Wier

This picture is from our little guest cabin where we col-
lect water for the garden. 

John Jefferson is an Austin-
based outdoors writer.

Woods, Waters
& Wildlife

John Jefferson

This spirited steed looks like it might argue with the first part of the old cowboy say-
ing mentioned in the first line of the text. But how many riders it will have “throw’d”
is yet unknown. A couple of things are certain: in life and literature, mistakes will be
made. All we can do is try to minimize them. And appreciate the readers who write
us about them.  

‘Never was a horse’ ... mistakes will be made

Photo by John Jefferson

Linda Tarrant is an Ingram gar-
dener and David Steinbrunner is a
Hunt horticulturist.

Carol Wier, former science
teacher and resident of Hunt,
now lives in Vanderpool.

Hunting and Fishing time tables for the avid sports-person
Longitude  99.20 Latitude  30.04

SPORTING TIMES LUNAR TIMES
2021            A. M.                P. M.         SUN MOON MOON

Minor Major Minor Major Rises Sets Rises Sets Up Down
March

11 Thu> 3:50 10:02  4:14   10:26 06:50 06:42  6:10a  5:17p 11:41a  NoMoon

12 Fri>  4:35 10:46  4:57   11:08 06:49 06:42  6:45a  6:15p 12:27p 12:04a   
13 Sat N 5:18 11:29  5:40   11:50 06:48 06:43  7:16a  7:10p  1:10p 12:49a   
14 Sun> 7:02 12:52  7:23  1:12 07:47 07:43  8:45a  9:04p  2:52p   2:31a * 
15 Mon> 7:46 1:36  8:07  1:56 07:46 07:44  9:14a  9:58p  3:33p   3:12a * 
16 Tue> 8:32  2:21  8:52  2:42 07:44 07:45  9:43a  10:52p  4:14p   3:53a * 
17 Wed   9:19 3:08  9:40  3:29 07:43 07:45  10:13a 11:46p  4:56p  4:35a *  

*Major=2 hours/Minor=1 hour    Times are centered on the major/minor window

F = Full Moon  N = New Moon  Q = Quarter            > = Peak Activity!                  

*Daylight Saving Time in effect

Solunar Services, Inc.                                                         http://www.solunar.com

SOLUNAR/LUNAR TIMES Hunt, Texas          

Ready,
set,
fertilize...

Photo by Carol Wier
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Get your local news on any device at any-
time!

Our new e-Edition is a paid service for
subscribers only and will be delivered to your
e-mail to be viewed on tablets, phones or
other mobile devices. Subscribe to the e-
Edition only (no print edition)  for just $25 a
year.
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Texas Master Naturalists 
begin new training class

www.thedieseldr.com
www.wkcurrent.com
www.johnwootters.com
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The Warrior tennis team
claimed the Texas Tennis
Coaches Association regional
team tournament on Friday
advancing to the State team
tournament next Friday and
Saturday in San Antonio.
The Warriors defeated

Utopia 19-0 and Knippa 12-2
to claim the 1st place trophy. 
“This Warrior team is

tough,” said ITM Tennis
Coach Chris Moralez. “We
have great depth on the boys
and girls team.” 
Moralez said that the tennis

season began in late January
and both the JV and varsity
teams have demonstrated
great hope moving into the
individual season after spring

break, which is March 12-22. 
The JV team has had many

wins from the doubles duo of
Garret Buck/Patrick Lambert,
Cole Carpenter/Adella
Blewett, Ariana Padilla/Diana
Maldonado, Riley
Gordon/Krista Vallejo, and
Jesus Flores/Ashton Palacio. 
The singles side has seen

wins from Cameron
Dinsmore, Luke Huber,
Landon Hammit, Paige
Cannon and Jymena Trujillo.
Huber, Dinsmore, and Trujillo

have progressed and are now
competing with the varsity.
The varsity team has pro-

duced many wins. Leading the
team is Lawsin Wilt. He is
undefeated in singles play. 
Wilt is joined by a strong

boys team of Nathanael
Pfiester, Dustin Pillatzke,
Caleb Force, Wesley Mieske,
Will Lohmeyer, Nico
Valenzuela, Jayden Honea
and Frederick Cannon. 
Moralez mentioned that

these boys love to play sin-
gles. However, he believes
that the teams of
Cannon/Valenzuela and
Force/Pillatzke have great
chances of playing at State in
doubles at the moment.

Moralez also said that Pfiester
has multiple choices. 
The girls side is also show-

ing a lot of promise. Led by
Jessica Soto Alvarado, who
has been very successful in
singles, the team also includes
Marizca Perez, Vanessa Alva,
Loreili Antonioli, Jymena
Trujillo, Summer Bonam,
Hope McKenzie, and
Kalleigh Mead. 
“Our goal is to win the dis-

trict team and individual titles
and medal at State. The talent
is there. We have to strategi-
cally place the right players in
the right positions,” Moralez
said.

These businesses and patrons support West Kerr athletics

112 Highway 39 • Ingram, Tx 78025

(830) 367-4900

Sports

No. 1 Tempurpedic
retailer in America!

Current
WEST KERR

Go Warriors!

To be a sponsor of this page,
please call 367-3501

 owners

OLE INGRAM 

GROCERY
3298 Junction Hwy., Ingram

830 367 5379

Gold’s Body Shop
Since 1974

2473 Junction Hwy. •  895-1282
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DATE   DAY     OPPONENT SITE TEAMS TIME
3/4-6   Th-Fri Kenedy Tournament V TBD
3/9 Tue Sabinal Sabinal V 6 p.m.
3/12 Fri Junction (DH)  Ingram    V 11 a.m./2 p.m.
3/26 Fri *Lago Vista     Ingram V 6 p.m.
3/29 Mon *Comfort Comfort V 6 p.m.
4/1 Th *Llano  Ingram V 6 p.m.
4/5 Mon *Blanco Ingram V 6 p.m.
4/9 Fri  Open
4/13 Fri *Lago Vista  Lago Vista V 7 p.m.
4/16     Fri *Comfort Ingram V 6 p.m.
4/20 Tue *Llano Llano V 6 p.m.
4/27 Tue *Blanco  Blanco V  6 p.m.
4/30 Fri Open

*District 25-3A game

Head Coach: Anthony Ramirez                              
Assistant Coach: Kevin Landgrebe

2021 Ingram Warrior Baseball Schedule

The Ingram Tom Moore High School Warrior Tennis Team.

DATE   DAY     OPPONENT SITE TEAM TIME

3/4-6    Thu-Sat Blanco Tournament TBD
3/11 Th Sabinal Ingram V 6 p.m. 
3/12 Fri D’Hanis D’Hanis V 11 a.m. 
3/19 Fri *Blanco Blanco JV/V 2/4 p.m. 
3/23 Tue Cornerstone Ingram JV/V 5/6:30 p.m. 
3/25-27 Fri Medina Valley Tourn. JV TBD
3/26 Fri *Lago Vista Ingram JV/V 5/7 p.m.
3/29 Fri *Comfort Comfort V 6 p.m.
4/1 Th *Llano    Ingram V 6 p.m. 
4/6 Tue *Blanco Ingram   JV/V 5/7 p.m.
4/9 Fri Cornerstone Cornerstone JV/V 5/6:30 p.m.
4/13 Tue *Lago Vista  Lago Vista JV/V 5/7 p.m.
4/16 Fri *Comfort Ingram V 6 p.m.
4/20 Tue *Llano    Llano V 6 p.m. 

*District 25-3A game

Head Coach: Kevin O’Rourke
Assistant Coach: Melanie Bonham, Leah Foster 

2021 Lady Warrior Softball Schedule

Eight Lady Warrior basket-
ball players have received All-
District honors for 2020-21.
They are:
1st Team All-District:

Macie Neutze
2nd Team All-District:

Jazmyn Vela

Honorable Mention All-
District:  Alyssa Marquez and
Lexie Neutze
Academic All-District:

Kasandra Marbach, Madison
McClintock, Allie Piper, and
Rylan Wilt.

Lady Warriors earn
All-District honors

Warriors 1st at Regional team tennis

Warrior Family

Chris Moralez

Courtesy photo

Passing the baton
Warrior Cedric Aguilar, left, passes the baton to fellow
Warrior Jack Sharp in the 4x100 relay event at the
Comfort Relays track meet on Thursday, March 4.
Track athletes had a meet in Johnson City
Wednesday, March 10, and will compete in Center
Point March 25 and at the district meet March 30-31
in Llano.

Photo by Tony Gallucci

www.fosspest.com


 

CLASSIFIEDS
• Ads must be in compliance with the Fair Housing Act.

• Please read your ad the first day it appears in order to

make changes or corrections. 

• The Current’s liability is limited to the ad’s cost.

• Rates are determined when your ad is placed.

$5
35¢

per column inch (display ad)

FREE 1-COLUMN PHOTO for Private Party ads. 

PHONE: 830 367-3501 
FAX: 830 367-3064

E-MAIL: wkcurrent@classicnet.net
MAIL: 107-A Hwy. 39, Ingram, TX 78025
OFFICE: Located at the ‘Y’ in Ingram

per word (line ad)

Solution to Crossword on Page 4

Sudoku
Solution to Puzzle on Page 5

TexSCAN Week of 

March 7, 2021

ACREAGE

Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 

have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 

(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 

ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 

Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 

30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 

Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 

www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

CONTRACTORS INSURANCE

Munro Insurance Services LLC – Low Rates  – 

Instant Certificates. Down payments starting at $199.  

(844) 845-4731, businessinsurancemarket.com.

GENERATORS

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 

increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 

outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 

value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 

today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 

qualified customers.

INTERNET

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 

agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 

Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 

and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 

1-855-439-5457.

HEATING/WOOD STOVES

Rocket Heaters™ hyper-efficient stove burns 

both pellets and wood without electricity. Liberator 

LLC – Think Outside the Boxwood Stove! 

573-468-4043, smhuddleston@rocketmail.com, 

www.rocketheater.com.

MAINTENANCE

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 

most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 

Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 

and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 

& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 

Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 

compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 

24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 

GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 

844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 

coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 

for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – 

Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. 

In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! 

I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we can apply for 

one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Subscribe to the West Kerr Current

367-3501 or wkcurrent.com

Subscribe to the
West Kerr Current

367-3501 or wkcurrent.com

In-Home 
Care Givers

Needed 

830-331-9737

Classified Network

1. TELEVISION: Which 1980s-’90s 
sitcom featured the Conner family?

2. LANGUAGE: What does the 
Greek prefix “pan” mean in English?

3. MOVIES: Which artist sang the 
song that inspired the movie title 
“Pretty Woman”?

4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What is the first primary color that 
babies can see?

5. GEOGRAPHY: What is the 
world’s longest cave system?

6. MEDICAL: What is a fascicula-
tion, the medical term for a common 
ailment?

7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which pres-
ident was the only one to be elected a 
U.S. senator after leaving office?

8. GEOLOGY: Emerald and aqua-
marine are types of which mineral?

9. U.S. STATES: What was the first 
state to ratify the U.S. Constitution?

10. MEASUREMENTS: What dos-
ing measurement (metric) is used to 
administer liquid medication?

Answers

1. “Roseanne”
2. All
3. Roy Orbison
4. Red
5. Mammoth Cave, Kentucky
6. Involuntary muscle twitch
7. Andrew Johnson
8. Beryl
9. Delaware
10. milliliter or ml

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Construction Services

The West Kerr
Current 

provides free

lost & found 
pet classified ads

367-3501

Puzzle on Page 4
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Free! 
Old 

news-
papers

Use for: 
• packing!
• gardens!

• firestarter!
• litter
boxes!

• papier
maché!

• window
cleaning!

West Kerr
Current

107-A Hwy. 39
at the ‘Y’

Carpentry & metal work, remodel-
ing, cabins, barns, metal buildings,
decks, home repairs, demolition.

Ephraim Miller 
New number: 830-986-8804

Y O Ranch Hotel
Now Hiring

F/T Positions:
Maintenance

Housekeeping
(2 shifts)
Servers

Front Desk

Must Pass Drug Screen
Background Check

Full Benefits

Apply in Person
2033 Sidney Baker

(830) 257-4440

Ingram ISD
Continued from Page 1

Guidance. Under this updated
guidance, a public school sys-
tem’s current practices on
masks may continue
unchanged. Local school
boards have full authority to
determine their local mask
policy.

“Our commissioner has
said that if any changes are to
be made, it needs to be done
through the board, a specific
board action,” Templeton
said.

“Schools across Texas are
split,” he said. “A lot of
schools are going to stick with
them, a lot of them are not.”

He said some rural schools
have not mandated masks and
have had no serious issues.

“I think there’s going to be
a lot of people who are not
going to wear them anyway,”
he added. “They are going to
say the State of Texas has said
I don’t have to wear one and
you can’t force me.”

Board President Jack
Fairchild said he brought
research with him.

“Masks don’t work,” he
said.

“I think everybody has the
right to choose for them-
selves,” he added.

He said kids are not
spreadiing the virus. The dis-
trict reports about 62 student
positives and 25 staff posi-
tives since the pandemic
began.

Ingram Tom Moore High

School Principal Justin
Crittenden said there are valid
arguments on both sides of
the mask issue.

“I think the word optional
is very important,” he said,
adding a lot of the mitigation
strategy is aimed at protecting
staff, since adults are more
predisposed to getting Covid-
19.

Templeton noted that all
Kerr County educators who
want a Covid-19 vaccination
will be able to receive one this
Saturday.

“That should help assuage
some of the trepidation the
staff has,” he said.

Templeton said Kerrville
and Center Point school dis-
tricts are keeping mask man-
dates; other area districts have
not yet made a decision.

“This is a lose-lose situa-
tion for the board,” Fairchild
said, noting any decision the
board makes is going to irri-
tate some people.

After about 30 minutes of
discussion, Board Member
Vern Stehling made a motion
that beginning March 22,
mask-wearing will be option-
al throughout the district.

The motion was approved
unanimously.

School officials said all
other Covid mitigation strate-
gies — social distancing,
cleaning protocols, Covid
testing and associated quaran-
tining — will remain in effect.

Pets
Continued from Page 1

“We’ve had dogs in the past
where we used peoples’ oxy-
gen masks but they don’t fit
exactly. Most families consid-
er their pets as younger sib-
lings, and we’re saving their
lives just like people,” Gordon
said.

The Fido Bags were the lat-
est donation by KPA!
Guerriero and director Brenda
Hughes were excited to make
this important contribution. 

Domestic animals in Kerr
County have found an effec-
tive ally in the non-profit
agency whose mission is
eliminating euthanasia as a
method of population control.

“We have made great
progress since our formation
(in 2019),” Guerriero said.
“We are proud to say that as a
result of our work, there has
been a substantial decline in
the number of euthanasias at
Kerr County Animal Services.
We see a very bright future
ahead as we continue to
grow.”

Another important goal that
KPA! has begun is to help
place Peterson Hospice
patient pets into great new
homes.

KPA! has become an
increasingly influential and
useful resource to pet owners,
the county shelter and to the
community. It has many sup-
porters, volunteers and
donors. 

Hughes and Guerriero are
extremely pleased that the
agency now has an office
located at 414 Clay St., just
north of Nobilitea. Now KPA!
has a noticeable presence in
the community and a place
where the public can stop by
to visit.

They said they were also
glad that during the recent ice
storm, the Kerr County
Sheriff Larry Leitha helped
make sure that the animals
kept at the shelter were warm
and safe.

Ingram Police Chief Carol

Twiss also did an excellent job
of helping pets get rescued
and reunited.

“We’ve got a generation
now that is willing to use
social media to get the mes-
sage out in this day and age,”
Hughes said.

Board member Lucy
Wilke, 216th district attorney,
also a pet lover, has advocated
against animal cruelty, and
was helpful setting up com-
munications during the storm.

Established in 2019, the
original Kerr County Animal
Services Advisory Board is
made up of Phyllis Allen,
Freeman Fritts vet tech,
Reagan Givens, director of
the KCAS, David Goodnight,
veterinarian, Pct. 3
Commissioner Jonathan Letz
and Guerriero. The board
meets quarterly.

KPA! started by bringing
support to Kerr County
Commissioners Court, help-
ing leaders with resources and
ideas on how to reduce
euthanasia at the county ani-
mal shelter, volunteering at
the shelter to help with adop-
tions and referral to rescue
groups, and holding events to
promote spay/neuter aware-
ness, education and publicity.

Among its many other
objectives are providing fund-
ing for spay/neuter surgeries,
providing pet food for local
food banks, serving as advo-
cates in pet cruelty cases, net-
working and reuniting lost
pets with their families (often
on social media), and saving
feral cats that before had no
hope of survival.

Donations to KPA! are
most welcome. There is mer-
chandise for sale at the store,
including KPA! T-shirts,  as
well as toys, food and other
supplies for those who need
them, and they appreciate
every donation.

For more information, visit
them on Facebook, or at ker-
rvillepetsalive.org.

www.hunttexasrealestate.com
www.rocketheater.com
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com
www.businessinsurancemarket.com
www.dental50plus.com/txpress
www.ftc.gov/bizop
www.wkcurrent.com
www.rvillepetsalive.org
www.wkcurrent.com


 

for a plat revision at The
Ravine, a small subdivision
just west of Ingram. An earlier
hearing set for Feb. 22 was
canceled due to bad weather.

“You can expect a lot of
people to show up,” said Pct.
4 Commissioner Don Harris.

Several organizations dedi-
cated to helping victims of
abuse addressed the court in
hopes of getting more support.

CASA, K’Star and Hill
Country Crisis Council lead-
ers told the court of the many
hours their staff and volun-
teers spend helping families
dealing with child abuse or
violence against women
which saves the county a lot

of money. They are each non-
profit organizations who have
counted on Kerr County for
some financial support.

Don Harris asked why the
organizations did not rely
more on fundraising.

Hill Country Crisis Council
director Brent Ives noted that
his organization does do a lot
of fundraising, but Stephanie
Cash of Hill Country CASA
said that they do not do
fundraising.

“We only have five staff, so
we do not have enough peo-
ple to organize a fundraiser,”
she said. 

Between training ad litem
personnel, and vetting volun-
teers, she said it cost $421 to
get a volunteer in through the
door if they are appropriate.

She said they ask for funds
from foundations, banks and
other sources, adding that the
other three counties CASA
services pitch in financially.

Kerr County only funded
one non-profit, Dietert Center,
last year. Although they had
words of praise for their
efforts, the court made no
commitments about what con-
tributions they will budget in
the upcoming year but seemed
inclined to revisit the requests.

The Regional Public
Defenders Office is starting to
take shape, said its chief, John
Bull.

“Ours is the only public
defender’s office with two
retired judges,” Bull said. “We
have a good team now.”

He said there were three
new attorneys on board —
Garrett Emerson, Sandy
Rothband and Leland McRae
— bringing the total number
of attorneys/staff to seven so
far. He expects they will be up

to 15 by mid-April.
After an extensive

exchange with the court, 216th
District Attorney Lucy Wilke
did not receive approval in her
bid to increase the salary of an
attorney she was hoping to
hire who she said was much
better qualified than one at the
198th District, yet would
receive a lower salary. 

One point made by Kelly
was that so many of the attor-
ney salaries were “all over the
place,” and  the court has not
taken a consistent approach to
compensate. He said that last
year’s hiring/salary freeze last
year was a challenge.

“I’m not saying anyone is
overpaid,” Kelly said. “I see
you’re in a jam and want to
help, but when we do a stop-
gap, it creates a precedent.”

The court voted no, 3-2,
with Tom Moser and Harley
Belew voting for the request.

The court heard a presenta-
tion by phone from Dennis
Wise, representing a recycling
service called Recyclops.

Wise said, “We are giving
you notice that we are in the
area,” and that they did not
need to sign a contract with
the county.

The service, which will not
contract with the county,
offers at-home recycling pick-
up where it is not available.
He told the court that it would
take a minimum of 100 cus-
tomers for it to be available in
the county.

The trucks were smaller
than those used by Republic,
and they would need to hire
local drivers.

in Mountain Home, who lost
power for 17 days, perhaps
summarized the majority sen-
timent best. “Basically, I want
to know where did you screw
up? The poles, the wires,
equipment, trees? It is your
job to deliver power to cus-
tomers.”

He further questioned,
“Why CTEC’s own reports
stated Mountain Home sus-
tained some of the greatest
damage, but was last to be
inspected for repair? A crew
came to my property on Feb.
27, 16 days after I lost power,
to inspect and had no idea
when power would be
restored; then magically
power was restored on Feb.
28, one day later. 

“Many northern states
experience the same type of
weather, or worse, for four to
six months each year and do
not have the same damage or
outages. What are your cur-
rent proposals/plans to ensure
that this does not happen
again? Was this event lack of
planning, faulty or damaged
equipment or simply poor
maintenance? We know many
other companies sent crews to
help with repairs; we spoke to
some of them ourselves, and
we wonder if it weren’t for
these other companies would

we still be without power
today? 

“We sustained substantial
costs to survive 17 days with-
out power, and we were told
that due to your systems we
will not see much difference
in our bill.  So, what do you
propose as a fair compensa-
tion for this situation?”

Wright said, “If they (the
poles) have been there for 75
or 80 years, they need to be
changed out.”

Mountain Home resident
Kyle Legg said, “The life
expectancy is 45 to 60 years
for poles. You can see the
poles starting to split out on
Highway 41. They are dry rot-
ted. I do construction, and I
can see it from the road.” 

Rusty and Martha
Kimbrell, owners of the Big
Iron Ranch located on The
Divide, were without power
for 19 days. 

Martha Kimbrell said, “We
didn’t have power; therefore,
water in our house froze and
our pipes busted. We can’t
live in our house now. We
can’t get plumbers because
everyone else is in the same
boat. We also have livestock
and had to work overtime to
get them water, because we
couldn’t get it out of the
ground with an electric pump.
We had to haul it in or get gen-
erators and hook them up.” 

Rusty Kimbrell especially
wanted to know about the

stress on the local linemen and
why more outside crews
weren’t brought in to help. 

Kimbrell said, “CTEC
replied, CTEC couldn’t get
anyone east of here to come.’” 

He wondered why they did-
n’t ask for crews west of
Texas. The Kimbrells, like
others, wanted to know what
went wrong, but weren’t satis-
fied with the two-minute
responses. 

Michael Simmons from
Kingsland said, “My big thing
was lack of communication
and why certain maintenance
wasn’t done. I know there
were a lot of poles and lines
that were cut primarily
because of the tree situation
and them not being properly
maintained. 

“Also, the thing about, ‘We
didn’t know this was going to
be a big deal.’ The news
reported it four to five days
prior; and citizens went out to
their hardware stores to prop-
erly insulate their pipes. What
was CTEC doing during that
time? They knew this was
going to come, and it seems
like they did not do anything
about it until after the fact.
They should have had a better
game plan not only to deal
with the problems and poten-
tial problems, but also to have
the foresight in communicat-
ing with residents.”

Eric Voigt of
Fredericksburg, who was
without power for 23 days,
planned to ask, “Does CTEC
have a program to identify
potential danger spots? Are
they actively driving their
service area and using drones
to identify trees on power
lines, putting pressure on
lines? Are they systematical-
ly replacing utility poles that
are 50 to 60 years old, or do
they just wait until they hit
the ground and cause an out-
age?” 

Deidre Duchesne also of
Fredericksburg on Lower
Crabapple Road was without
power for 20 days and
planned to ask for transparen-
cy and preparedness. “We
donated equipment and our
land for staging. What was
being said in the paper is not
what was being said from the
guys on the ground.”

Others like Heinrich
Boenig of Fredericksburg
were disappointed in the lack
of organization for the mem-
bers who wished to speak. “I
count 37 people in line; that
will take three hours. If they
told me to come back at 2 p.m.
it would have been appropri-
ate.”

Precinct 4 Kerr County
Commissioner Don Harris
planned to attend to hear all
the customers’ concerns and
the CTEC responses. He, too,
eventually spoke to the direc-
tors and recommended that
the community would have
been better served with a
transparent and open meeting.
The CTEC office said the
meeting was not recorded on
video for live or future view-
ing. 

While CTEC officials were
sequestered in their meeting
leaving members standing in
line without the benefit of
comprehensive answers, at
least some explanation is
available from community
discussions regarding the pro-
posed Mountain Home
Transmission Line Project. 

CTEC, along with the
Lower Colorado River
Authority, has been working
to enhance electrical capacity
in West Kerr County and
Harper. From the Aug. 2,
2018, edition of the West Kerr
Current, CTEC CEO Robert
(Bob) A. Loth, III, said, in ref-

erence to the 41-mile distribu-
tion line from Harper to
Mountain Home all the way to
Garvin Store, “This is the
longest line we have in our
system by five to 10 miles. It
should have been addressed
five to 10 years ago. In the
first 25 years I worked at
CTEC we didn’t build a sub-
station. This will be our
fourth. A lot of growth we
have seen in the last 20 years
has made this necessary. The
last thing we want to do is pit
neighbor against neighbor.
We’ve got to be there to meet
the load.” 

In the same article, “Lance
Wenmohs, LCRA Siting and
Certification Manager, had
issued a two-page summary

addressing the Mountain
Home project’s purpose and
need. 

The report illustrated win-

ter electricity loads in Harper,

Doss and the West Kerr area

from 2009 to 2018, since the

winter months are periods of

peak demand throughout the

Hill Country. While 2009 to

2016 showed year-to-year

fluctuations, use increased

from 2016 to 2018.

Additionally, the report high-

lighted other factors:

“CTEC’s existing distribu-

tion system will exhaust its

capacity by 2020 growing

from 173 megawatts in 2016

to 196 megawatts in 2021.’”

CTEC was right.
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Plant Haus
The

2
604 Jefferson St.  Kerrville  TX 78028

830-792-4444

Spring is coming and 
we’re so excited

we’re wetting
our plants.

March Special: 3 tickets/$250

CTEC
Continued from Page 1

County  
Continued from Page 1

Riley Rector takes the oath
of office as the newest
member of the Kerr
County ESD No.1 which
supports the Ingram VFD.

www.petersonhealth.com/heart
www.trophyrecords.org/52-gun-raffle

