
 

On Monday, June 2, 
the Dripping Springs 
Community Library 
hosted its summer kick-
off party with free fam-
ily activities and sign-
ups for the “Color Our 
World” summer read-
ing program. The event 
featured face painting, 
a petting zoo, kid-
friendly archery and axe 
throwing stations and 
frozen treats.

“It's been amazing 
today. We doubled the 
event attendance from 
last year,” said Christina 
Thompson, communi-
cations manager for the 
Beyond Books, Build-
ing Community cam-
paign. “Last year we saw 
around 300 people. So 
far today we're only an 
hour and a half in and 
we're over 600 people.”

At the halfway point 
of the event, the chil-
dren's librarian had 
already signed up over 
200 people for summer 
reading. 

“This is the first year 
that we're using an app 
called Beanstack to 
track summer reading,” 
Thompson said. “And 
what’s great about that 

The Women in 
Mission organization 
of Dripping Springs 
Methodist Church 
has scheduled their 
annual Community 
Garage Sale June 13-
14. 

Drop-off donations 
will be accepted June 
9-10, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
and July 11-12, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Items ac-
cepted include gen-
tly used clothing, 
shoes, handbags, lin-
ens, jewelry, kitchen 
items, furniture, toys, 
bikes, and holiday 
décor. Old bedding, 
throws, and towels 
are acceptable to be 

used for pet bedding. 
Items not accepted 
are electronics, books 
for ages over 10, mat-
tresses, car seats, bro-
ken and soiled items, 
and major appliances.

The sale begins Fri-
day, June 13 from 8 
a.m. -5 p.m., and will 
continue Saturday 
from 8 a.m. -12 p.m. 
Shoppers are encour-
aged to shop early as 
items sell quickly. It 
will be held in the 
Family Life Center 
Gym in the church’s 
main building, lo-
cated at 28900 Ranch 
Road 12, Dripping 
Springs.

An event serving 

A Hill Country area 
builder was found 
guilty May 22 in Llano 
for allegedly bilking 
several property own-
ers out of hundreds of 
thousands of dollars 
over a period of time.

Following the verdict 
at the Llano County 
Courthouse, Wayne 
Alan Erickson was sen-
tenced to a year in a 
state jail facility with a 
10-year deferred prison 
sentence.

The guilty verdict at 
the two-week trial in-
volved a 12-person jury 

and later that day the 
sentencing agreement 
among attorneys.

Erickson of Erick-
son Custom Homes is 
a builder most recently 
based in Hays County.

“We wanted him to 
have some sort of ac-
countability through a 
felony conviction that 

carries all the liabilities 
and restrictions that 
go along with that,” 
said Wiley “Sonny” 
McAfee, the special 
prosecutor in the trial. 
“They (victims) also 
didn't want him doing 
it to anyone else. 

Summer has arrived, 
and that usually means 
that the Dripping 
Springs Farmers Mar-
ket changes its hours 
to escape the worst of 
the heat. However, the 
market organizers re-
cently surveyed vendors 
and customers about an 
option to keep regular 
hours and move into an 

air-conditioned space, 
and 74% of respon-
dents preferred that 
plan.

So, starting with the 
Farmers Market on 
June 4, vendors will be 
located inside Dripping 
Springs Ranch Park. 
The market will still be 
on Wednesdays from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m.

While the air condi-
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Free Dance Lessons
June 6 • 7:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m.
Every Friday, Mercer 
Dance Hall opens 
5-11 pm with free 
dance lessons with 
John Luper and 2Z. 
Mercer Dance Hall 
• 23490 Ranch 
Road 12 • Drift-
wood, Texas 78619

Blanco Lavender 
Festival
June 6 • 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. 
June 7 • 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m.
June 8 • 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
The Blanco Lav-
ender Festival is a 
project of the Blanco 
Chamber of Com-
merce and the major 
fundraiser for the 
year for the Cham-
ber. Take in some 
live music in Bindseil 
Park. Shop the mar-
ket on the grounds 
of the Historic Old 
Blanco County 
Courthouse, and 
sample specialty 
foods, wines and 
beer in the Texas 
Made tent. Visi-
tors can also drive 
out to Hill Country 
Lavender and take 
a tour of Texas’ 
first commercial 
lavender farm. For 
specific market and 
tour times, visit www.
blancolavenderfest.
com. Old Blanco 
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Annual community garage 
sale coming June 13-14

Builder found guilty of defrauding homeowners
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into summer - and AC
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INSPIRATIONAL

QUOTE OF THE DAY:

Thank you veterans 

for your service!

Love your 
neighbor as 
yourself; but 
don't take down 
the fence.

- Carl Sandburg

Library celebration kicks off summer program
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Staff Reports
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THE READING RACE BEGINS

Nong Weitzel celebrates her retirement with The Friends 

Foundation board members, Wayland Clark, Kathy Clark, and 

Kathy Carriker.

PHOTO BY CHARLIE REED

A family participates in the petting zoo at the kickoff celebration for the library’s summer reading 

program.

PHOTOS BY LAURIE ANDERSON

Mando Daniel helps Amelia Daniel line up a shot at the archery station.

Laurie Anderson

Interim Editor

Laurie Anderson

Interim Editor

Wimberley 

Community Center

14068 Ranch Road 12

Wimberley, Texas

78676

SATURDAY, JUNE 07, 2025

SUNDAY, JUNE 08, 2025

11:00AM - 5:00PM

Wimberley MetaphysicalWimberley MetaphysicalWimberley Metaphysical   
and Holistic Fairand Holistic Fairand Holistic Fair

heavenpathwaysearth .com

Free 

Admission

Free 

Lectures

A visitor vaults onto the inflatable slide.

www.drippingspringsnews.com
www.pathwaysearth.com
www.blancolavenderfest.com
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The dust hasn’t quite 
settled on the 2025 
legislative session, but 
here’s a sampling of bills 
already sent to Gov. 
Greg Abbott.

• A ban on clubs sup-
porting gay teens in 
public schools won fi-
nal legislative passage 
on Saturday. The mea-
sure sponsored by state 
Sen. Brandon Creigh-
ton, R-Conroe, would 
prohibit schools from 
authorizing or sponsor-
ing student clubs based 
on sexual orientation or 
gender identity.

Several Democrats 
argued passionately 
against the bill, the Tex-
as Tribune reported.

“Getting silence in 
schools from the LG-
BTQ community, 
which is what this bill is 

designed to do, will not 
stop your kids from be-
ing gay,” state Rep. Erin 
Zwiener, D-Driftwood, 
said. “It will just make 
them afraid to come 
out."

Supporters of the bill 
said it solidifies parents’ 
rights to determine 
their child’s exposure to 
diversity, equity, and in-
clusion policies, includ-
ing discussions about 
LGTBQ issues and 
gender identity.

• Depending on in-
evitable court challeng-
es, every public-school 
classroom in Texas 
could be required to 
display the Ten Com-
mandments. A similar 
law in Louisiana has 
been ruled unconstitu-
tional by a federal court 
and is under appeal.

• Texas voters in No-
vember will be asked 
to approve raising the 
homestead exemp-
tion from $100,000 to 
$140,000 for all home-
owners and to $200,000 
for homeowners who 
are 65 and older or have 
a disability, the Austin 
American-Statesman 
reported.

“I’m looking forward 

to what I think will be 
a record turnout by the 
public,” said Sen. Paul 
Bettencourt, R-Hous-
ton, the bills’ author. 
“This is great news, 
because these commit-
ments — once they’re 
enshrined in the consti-
tution — are going to 
be there forever.”

The increased prop-
erty tax exemptions 
overwhelmingly passed 
both the House and 
Senate. If approved by 
voters, they will cost the 
state’s general revenue 
fund about $3 billion. 
Another $3.5 billion 
will reimburse public 
school districts for re-
duced local property 
tax revenue.

These exemptions 
are only for home-
steads and don’t apply 
to rental or business 
properties. A separate 
bill increased the busi-
ness personal property 
tax exemption from 
$2,500 to $125,000.

• Legislation ban-
ning non-citizens from 
China, North Korea, 
Iran and Russia from 
owning property in 
the state, except for a 
homestead, is headed to 
the governor’s desk, The 
Dallas Morning News 
reported.

“Texas is not for sale. 
It is not for sale to our 
enemy countries,” Sen-
ate Bill 17’s author Sen. 
Lois Kolkhorst, R-Br-
enham, said during a 
news conference.

Some Democratic 
legislators decried the 
bill as racist and creat-
ing obstacles to immi-
grants achieving eco-
nomic success.

“The danger of this 
type of legislation is 
that it is step-by-step 
repeating the same laws 
that were passed before 
we got to the Japanese 
internment almost 100 
years ago,” Rep. Gene 
Wu, D-Houston, said 
during a House debate 
on the bill.

Under the final ver-
sion of the measure, 
citizens of those four 
countries cannot be 
a majority owner of a 
business or own more 
than one home in Tex-
as. Ownership of ag-
ricultural land, indus-
trial property, oil rights, 
or water rights is also 
banned. 

• A bipartisan bill 
passed last week will 
require oil and gas op-
erators to plug wells 
that have been inactive 
for at least 15 years, be-
ginning in September 
2027, the Texas Stan-
dard reported. Regula-
tors estimate there are 
more than 150,000 in-
active wells in the state. 

Of that number, 8,900 
have no established 
owner because the com-
pany no longer exists or 
has gone bankrupt. 

At least eight of these 
so-called orphan wells 
have become conduits 
for water traveling be-
neath them and have 
burst since last Octo-
ber, costing the state 
millions of dollars to 
plug them. The Texas 
Oil and Gas Associa-
tion applauded passage 
of the bill.

The bill “recognizes 
that once a well has 
reached the end of 
its economic life and 
there is no useful pur-
pose, the owner should 
be responsible for the 
plugging,” said Todd 
Staples, association 
president.

The Texas Railroad 
Commission will be re-
sponsible for enforcing 
the new regulations.

• The Legislature has 
passed a statewide ban 
on all products contain-
ing TCH, the psychoac-
tive ingredient in many 
products being legally 
sold in shops across the 
state. Now Gov. Gregg 
Abbott faces an on-
slaught of political pres-
sure from business in-
terests, veterans’ groups 
and others to veto the 
measure, which could 
wipe out the $8 billion 
hemp industry.

“This is to save an en-
tire generation from be-
ing hooked on drugs,” 
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
said at a news confer-
ence.

Abbott has not taken 
a position on the issue. 
He has the authority to 
either the sign the bill 
into law, allow it to be-
come law without his 
signature, or veto the 
measure.

Many opponents of 
the ban said they are 
willing to place regula-
tions on the consum-
able hemp industry. 
Currently there are no 
age limits or marketing 
rules in place. Stores 
that sell these products 
must register with the 
state, but only three em-
ployees with the Texas 
Department of State 
Health Services are re-
sponsible for inspecting 
more than 8,500 loca-
tions in Texas.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published 
a number of commu-
nity newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, 
including in Longview, 
Fort Stockton, Nacogdo-
ches, Lufkin and Cedar 
Park. Email:gborders@
texaspress.com.
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Capital Highlights
Legislative session wraps up

Gary Borders
Texas Press Association
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is it ties in with what 
children are using at 
school.” When parents 
sign their kids up on the 
app, they'll be able to 
select a challenge that's 
appropriate to their age 
range and it will log the 
number of minutes read 
over summer. For ex-
ample, a child who's 8 
years old and reads 600 
minutes will qualify for 
a free book at the end of 
summer. 

“Our children's li-
brarian has a whole 
treasure trove of books 
for children to select 
when they complete the 
challenge,” Thompson 

said.
The “Color Our 

World” summer read-
ing program is available 
for adults as well.

“Adults can log their 
reading minutes over 
summer and our adult 
programming direc-
tor has selected some 
gift cards that adults 
can qualify for, too,” 
Thompson said.

For more informa-
tion on the summer 
reading program and 
on the variety of other 
activities that will be go-
ing on at the library this 
summer, visit www.dscl.
org.

A young library patron adds their handprint to the “Color Your 

World” banner.

PHOTO BY LAURIE ANDERSON

Frank J. Raymond 
was born July 11,1933 
to what he called “un-
settled parents and a 
Great Depression roaring 
throughout the coun-
try.” Life was tenuous. 
They often spoke of their 
situation as “far beyond 
welfare.” There were no 
organizations to support 
the family, and jobs were 
short, distant, and fragile. 
Rules and laws of the 
time put a heavy burden 
on families, parents, and 
children.

He said their neighbor-
hood was called “gasoline 
alley” after the comic 
strip of that name and 
because the two streets 
or blocks were mostly 
garages; no footers or 
foundations, just wood 
frames with no floors. 
Buyers took the frames 
with two swinging garage 
doors and finished or 
remodeled the “house” 
into a livable structure. 
His family had one 
frame house on three lots 
which gave them room to 
garden, raise animals, and 
survive.

When his Daddy died 
in 1939, they were isolat-
ed. His Mother got a sales 
job at LaSalles, an upscale 
department store in To-
ledo, Ohio. To get there 
was a mile-plus walk to a 
suburban bus. The wages 
and the hours were long 
and short. Frank and his 
sister, Henrietta, were put 
in charge of doing the 
chores and maintaining 
the house, yard, pens, 
pets, etc. A paper delivery 
route became available, 
and Frank took it, much 
to his teachers’ chagrin. 
This gave them suste-
nance and a reason to 
get out and try to better 
themselves. As the route 
grew, Sunday papers and 
morning papers support-
ed the family year-round. 
Lawn mowing was a side 
job as well. As the route 
grew, Frank’s contribu-
tion rivaled his mother’s 
income and he became a 
provider at a very young 
age. He joined the mili-
tary and was a proud Ko-
rean War veteran, serving 
from 1953-1956 with the 
US Army 11th Airborne 
in the tank division and 
as a paratrooper in the 

101st Airborne.
Frank loved his wife, 

his family, god, and his 
country. He met his wife, 
Kathleen, when he was 
19 and they married on 
September 26, 1952. He 
was devoted to her, and 
inseparable from her, 
throughout their almost 
69 years of marriage, 
until she passed away of 
diabetes complications 
on July 13, 2021. They 
raised 5 children-Susan, 
Karen, Joseph, Melissa, 
and Heather. He was an 
active church member 
of many congregations 
throughout his life; in 
his later years his home 
base was the First Bap-
tist Church of Dripping 
Springs, where he took 
on odd jobs, served as 
a deacon, and attended 
his Sunday School class 
without fail.

Frank never met a 
stranger, could literally 
chat up anyone, and 
made friends wherever he 
went. He loved singing, 
was perpetually whistling, 
and was an avid gardener 
and voracious reader. He 
was a carpenter by trade 
and enjoyed building 
projects large and small. 
He took his only son, 
Joseph, to work with him 
when he was a kid so 
he could teach him the 
tricks of the trade and, 
in a full-circle moment, 
helped Joe build his own 
house as an adult. Frank 
had to stop working with 
him on it before com-
pletion due to Kathleen’s 
fragile health, but it re-
mains one of Joe’s fondest 
memories of his Dad.

He might have been 
one of the most stub-
born people ever born. 
He never went anywhere 
without a hat (especially 
once all that red hair of 
his youth went away). 
His favorites were his 
Michigan State cap, his 
casual Army Airborne (in 
green), and his favorite 
Army Airborne with all 
of his pins (in black).

He is survived by his 
5 children, 9 grandchil-
dren, 12 great grand-
children, 1 great, great 
grandchild, and his sister, 
Henrietta Huff.

In lieu of flowers, 
donations to First Bap-
tist Church, Dripping 
Springs, to the missions 
committee and/or Span-
ish Church, would be 
appreciated.

Funeral services will be 
11:00 AM on Wednes-
day, June 11, 2025 at 
the First Baptist Church 
Dripping Springs. Burial 
will follow at Phillips 
Cemetery.

July 11, 1933 — 5/21/2025

Frank J. Raymond 

Frank J. Raymond 

OBITUARIES

www.drippingspringsnews.com
www.drippingspringsnews.com
www.texaspress.com
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Art and specifically 
painting has been a 
big part of my life 
from a very young 
age. In fact my first 
mural was done at my 
house at the age of 6 
in our game room. (I 
don’t think my par-
ents saw it that way 
at the time but laugh 
about it now.)

Fast forward 13 
years later, I am in col-
lege for an art degree 
and I found a summer 
job faux finishing (this 
is a decorative paint-
ing technique that 
replicates the appear-
ance of things such 
as marble, wood or 
stone) with an incred-
ible artist in Houston. 
I enjoyed it so much 
that it changed my 
focus on creating fine 
art to learning more 
about murals and 
all the possible tech-
niques!

I learned how to 
paint on all types of 
surfaces including: 
brick, concrete, wood 
floors, domed ceil-
ings, metal tanks, and 
furniture. I realized 
with the right pro-
cess, paint and sealant 
I could paint almost 
anything!

ART AFFECTS 
PEOPLE

Now, I have been 
painting murals for 
almost 20 years and 
I am still blown away 
by the meaningful 

and inspiring interac-
tions I get to be a part 
of through my art:

• a nursery where a 
baby falls asleep in a 
comfortable calming 
room with a soothing 
color palette

• a doctor’s office 
where the artwork 
helps distract and 
comfort an anxious 
patient

• on the side of the 
building to brighten 
a city, send a positive 
message, or bring a 
community together.

I was lucky enough 
to see this firsthand 
in our beautiful city 
of Dripping Springs 
during the unveiling 
of the stars. So many 
community members 
of all ages came out 
to see the artwork and 
hear the stories behind 
them. I could feel the 
bond and unity as we 
walked Mercer Street 
that day. The pop of 
color the stars bring 
to our downtown 
demands attention, 
slows people down, 
brings them in, and 
begs for more.

THE POWER TO 
BOOST BUSINESS

The visual wow fac-
tor that a mural brings 
to a city or business is 
a chance for a first and 
lasting impression. It 
offers the unique abil-
ity to stand out and 
get noticed. Which is 
why murals have the 
power to boost busi-
ness!

Just the other day 
the DSAL mural club 
painted a vibrant mu-
ral at Jennifer Terry’s 
Fun Farm Day Drip-
pin’ Air BnB and she’s 
thrilled:

“Our custom mu-
ral has brought the 
Instagram “wow” fac-
tor people seek when 
traveling, and our 
business has increased 
substantially since we 
updated the listing 
with photos of the 
tank. We have been 
blown away with the 
support of our guests 
as a result of our Day 
Drippin’ mural.”

WHAT IS MY 
MOST UNIQUE 

MURAL TO DATE? 
One of my most 

unique mural requests 
was to create the illu-
sion of a hole in a cli-
ent’s wall with a snake 
coming out and crawl-
ing along their wood 
floor. The reasoning 
behind this was that 
my client’s house had 
a step down that was 
very hard to see. She 
wanted something fun 
painted on the floor to 
grab people’s attention 
to keep them from 
tripping! I am happy 
to report there have 
been no falls since the 
snake has been cre-
ated.

DO I PAINT 
COMMERCIAL 

AND/OR 
RESIDENTIAL?
I also do both com-

mercial and residen-
tial jobs. Lately, I have 
had the pleasure to 
paint space themed 
playrooms, sunset ac-
cent walls, a jungle 
nursery, faux tile, 
and oversized plants/
flowers all in my own 
neighborhood!

WHAT IS MY 
FAVORITE 

MURAL I HAVE 
DONE? 

I truly don’t have 
one favorite mural 
but my favorite mural 
experience is within 
pediatric care. I have 
been lucky enough 
to work in many pe-
diatric dentist and 
doctor’s offices all 
over Texas where the 
artwork ranges from 
realistic animals to 

bright colored ab-
stracts. The goal is al-
ways the same though, 
take away those sterile 
white walls and ease 
the patients’ worry. I 
have seen it firsthand 
with my own chil-
dren the difference of 
walking into a build-
ing with and without 
art. The excitement 
over colors, questions 
about what animals 

do we see painted, to 
counting how many 
ladybugs are hidden 
within the wall, are 
all welcome conversa-
tions when waiting for 
a shot. 

All of these interac-

tions, big or small, re-
mind me of the reason 
I got into art so many 
years ago - to cre-
ate something mean-
ingful that someone 
connects with. I feel 
grateful everyday!

Presented by the Dripping Springs Art League

ART BEAT

The Power of Murals
Renee D'Arienzo

enee.saylors@gmail.com

Pedernales Electric 
Cooperative (PEC) is 
warning its members 
to stay alert of phone 
scams.

Some PEC members 
have reported scam-
mers impersonating 
PEC employees and 
phone numbers, ask-
ing for payment, and 
threatening disconnec-
tion for past-due bal-
ances.

Members who re-
ceive a suspicious 
phone call should hang 

up and call PEC direct-
ly at 888-554-4732.

As a reminder, PEC 
will never:

• Ask members to 
pay with a prepaid card 
or payment app such 
as Cash App, Venmo, 
or Zelle. PEC’s offi-
cial app is SmartHub, 
which members can 
use to access their bal-
ance.

• Call from an out-
of-state number.

• Instruct members 
not to call any other 
PEC number to make 
a payment.

• Have a technician 
call members to say 
they are coming to dis-
connect power.

• Request a cash pay-
ment at a member’s 
home or business.

• Try to sell products 
or services by phone or 
door-to-door, includ-
ing solar panels, energy 
audits, and “important 
energy-saving initia-
tives.” PEC does not 
endorse any solar com-
pany or installer.

PEC will:
• Make recorded 

courtesy calls and di-

rect members to the 
co-op’s secure payment 
line at 855-938-3589.

• Use a credit bureau, 
Collection Services, for 
delinquent balances on 
closed accounts. Mem-
bers can reach Collec-
tion Services to verify 
calls at 800-286-2487.

• Send field agents 
to collect payments — 
never in cash — at resi-
dential and commercial 
locations.

More information 
on avoiding scams and 
PEC’s business prac-
tices are available at 
mypec.com/scams.

PEC warns of phone scam targeting members
Staff Reports

The DSAL Mural Team (L-R): Leigh Watson, Renee D’Arienzo, Morgane Xenos, Natalya Holbrook 

working on the water tank. @funfarmdaydrippin

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

www.mypec.com/scams
www.bodyinsightllc.com
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Public 
Notice

Public 
Notice

Public 
Notice

Public 
Notice

PUBLIC NOTICE

Let it be known to one and all 

throughout the United States of 

America and the World that on this 

date of the 3rd of May, 2025, of our 

Lord, that Texas State and Hays 

County Resident, Sarah Jane 

Fohl, was Ordained with the Title 

and Bestowed with the High Honor 

of: Deaconess (Licentiate) by the 

Sacred Medical Order, of the Cath-

olic Church of Hope, of the East – 

in the St. James House of Prayer 

Episcopal Church, 2708 N. Central 

Avenue, Tampa Florida.

Enjoining His Ministry, Sarah Jane 

Fohl of Church of Hope, having 

been elected by EPISCOPA OF 

THE THRONE, to continue their 

ministry of tutoring, cultivation, de-

velopment, healing, counseling, 

and teaching as part of their sac-

erdotal duties and divine and spe-

cifically offering services in Austin, 
TX and Dripping Springs, TX as a 

Christian Science Reading Room. 

Let it be known today Sarah Jane 

Fohl, shall be known as

TITLE & NAME: Reverend Dea-

coness Sarah Jane Fohl

ADDRESS: Dripping Springs, Tex-

as

On this Day: May 03, 2025

In the Name of the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. Amen

AUCTION-

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

To satisfy Landlord’s Lien at Cen-

Tex Storage 26552 RR 12, Drip-

ping Springs, Tx. 78620 on Thurs-

day, June 19th, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 

Property includes contents of 1) 

John Golat: Table, Golf Clubs, 

Boxes, Fabric rolls, Fabric cutter.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Pursuant to Texas Property Code 

Chapter 59, Right Space Stor-

age, Said property 16955 Ranch 

Rd 12 Wimberley, Tx 78676 512-

648-4988 will hold a Public Sale 

in order to satisfy a landlord’s lien 
Thursday on 19th day of June, 

2025, at 10AM. Property will be 

sold to the highest bidder online on 

Storage Treasures and must be 

removed within 48 hours. The sell-

er reserves the right to reject any 

bid and withdraw property from the 

sale. Bidding takes place on Stor-

ageTreasures.com.

Unless otherwise noted, all units 

contain household goods and 

items. For a more detailed list-

ing, please visit Lockerfox.com 

16955 Ranch Rd 12 Wimberley, Tx 

78676:

Thomas Cloud

ADVERTISEMENT

AND INVITATION FOR BIDS

The City of Woodcreek will receive 

bids for the street and drainage 

improvements along Deerfield 
Drive from Woodcreek Drive until 

2:00 PM on Friday, June 13, 2025, 

at 41 Champions Circle, Wood-

creek, Texas 77676. The bids 

will be publicly opened and read 

aloud at 10:00 AM on Monday, 

June 16, 2025, at 41 Champions 

Circle, Woodcreek, Texas 77676. 

Bids are invited for several items 

and quantities of work as follows: 

Woodcreek CDV23-0080 Street 

Reconstruction.

1. Reconstruct approximately five 
hundred and ninety-eight linear 

feet (598 LF).

2. Drainage Improvements.

Bid/Contract Documents, including 

Drawings and Technical Specifica-

tions are on file at 41 Champions 
Circle, Woodcreek, Texas 77676. 

Copies of the Bid/Contract Docu-

ments, including drawings and 

technical specifications (with op-

tion to purchase hard copies) may 

be obtained at 41 Champions 

Circle, Woodcreek, Texas 77676. 

There is NO charge to view or 

download at Bid Documents at 

https://www.woodcreektx.gov/

rfps. A bid bond in the amount of 

5 percent of the bid issued by an 

acceptable surety shall be submit-

ted with each bid. A certified check 
or bank draft payable to the City of 

Woodcreek, Hays County or nego-

tiable U.S. Government Bonds (as 

par value) may be submitted in lieu 

of the Bid Bond.

Attention is called to the fact that 

not less than the federally deter-

mined prevailing (Davis-Bacon 

and Related Acts) wage rate, as 

issued by the Texas Department of 

Agriculture Office of Rural Affairs 
and contained in the contract doc-

uments, must be paid on this proj-

ect. In addition, the successful bid-

der must ensure that employees 

and applicants for employment are 

not discriminated against because 

of race, color, religion, sex, sexual 

identity, gender identity, or national 

origin. All contractors and sub-

contractors must be cleared (not 

suspended or debarred) prior to 

any formal action authorizing the 

award of a contract to the contrac-

tor. Minority Business Enterprises, 

Small Business Enterprises, Wom-

en Business Enterprises, Veteran-

Owned Businesses, and Section 

3 Businesses are encouraged to 

submit bids.

This solicitation is for services re-

lated to a project that is subject to 

the Build America, Buy America Act 

(BABA) requirements under Title 

IX of the Infrastructure Investment 

and Jobs Act. Absent an approved 

waiver, all iron, steel, manufac-

tured products, and construction 

materials used in this project must 

be produced in the United States.

The City of Woodcreek reserves 

the right to reject any or all bids 

or to waive any informalities in the 

bidding. Bids may be held by The 

City of Woodcreek for a period not 

to exceed 60 days from the date of 

the bid opening for the purpose of 

reviewing the bids and investigat-

ing the bidder’s qualifications prior 
to the contract award.

For Rent

2/2 very 

CLEAN!!

Wimberley, on 
Deerfield St, 
well maintained, 
large fenced 
yard, full kitch-
en. Avail May or 
June move-in, 
lease $1600 w 
$1000 deposit, 
Pet Nego. Incl 
W/D and paid 
water. Looking 
for clean, re-
sponsible ten-
ant. 850-855-
5438 Steven 
512-858-9999 

Bob

AUCTION

June 7th 9 

a.m.

1000 Hays 
Country Acres 

Rd.
D r i p p i n g 
Springs 78620

‘63 Impala, 
Model A & oth-
er Vehicles, 
Trailers, Farm/
Ranch, Fire-
arms, Tools & 
More! For more 
info 325-372-

1717 or
F & F Auction-
eers: David Fry 
on Facebook. 
B.P. $0-10K 
10%; $10k.01-
20K 3%; 
$20k.01+2.5%
TX Lic 17647

For Hire

This is a public announcement 
that an Application has been 

made with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commision for a li-

quor license applied for by Jp’s 
Wimberley Bbq to be located at 
500 River Rd, Wimberley Texas. 

Owner of said corporation is 
Justin Pearson.

Legal
Notice

Legal
Notice

www.agetreasures.com
www.lockerfox.com
https://www.woodcreektx.gov
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Fire and Flow Pi-
lates officially marked 
the grand opening of 
its expanded boutique 
studio with a ribbon 
cutting celebration 
on Friday, May 16, 
hosted in partnership 
with the Dripping 
Springs Chamber of 
Commerce. The event 
highlighted the launch 
of Fire and Flow’s new 
space, now featuring a 
private duo room and 
a small group reformer 
room — offering a Pi-
lates experience that 
fuses strength, mobil-
ity, and flow.

“This isn’t your typi-
cal Pilates studio. Fire 
and Flow is a bold, 
empowering space de-
signed to help clients 
build real strength, im-
prove flexibility, and 
feel amazing in their 
bodies,” according to 
the studio. “Whether 
you’re new to move-
ment or ready to lev-
el up your training, 

there’s something for 
everyone—and now is 
the perfect time to join 
the movement.”

Founding member 
pricing is still avail-
able for a limited time. 
The studio is located 
at 13743 Nutty Brown 

Road, Austin, TX 
78737. Studio hours 
are Monday to Friday, 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m., plus 
Saturday and Sunday, 
8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  To 
learn more, visit www.
f ireandf lowpi lates .
com.

The Dripping 
Springs Chamber 
helped celebrate the 
opening of One Hour 
Heating & Air Con-
ditioning on May 29 
with a special ribbon 
cutting ceremony. 

Owned and operat-
ed by an Austin veter-
an, this franchise goes 
beyond the services it 
provides. Even before 
opening its doors, the 
team has actively sup-
ported the community 
by sponsoring Little 
League and soccer 

teams, participating in 
the Dripping Springs 
Annual Founders Day 
Festival, and donating 
to Wounded Warriors. 
As part of its commit-
ment to giving back, 
the company offers 
the “Heroes Club,” a 
complimentary main-
tenance membership 
for firefighters, first 
responders, teachers, 
and military members.

This is the 300th 
location for the com-
pany. It serves Drip-
ping Springs and all 
of Hays County, and 
prides itself on provid-
ing transparent service 

from start to finish 
and ensuring there are 
no hidden fees or un-
necessary upselling 
- just honest, depend-
able HVAC solutions. 
General Manager 
Blake Landon brings 
17 years of HVAC ex-
perience to the busi-
ness.

For more informa-
tion and to explore 
grand opening spe-
cials, visit www.one-
hourheatandair.com, 
call 512-SOO-COOL 
(512-766-2665), or 
email Blake at blake.
landon@onehourair.
com.

Fire and Flow Pilates celebrates Grand 
Opening with ribbon cutting ceremony

One Hour Heating & Air Conditioning 
celebrates new location with ribbon cutting

Staff Reports

Staff Reports

On May 22, 
CASA of Central 
Texas celebrated 
four decades of ser-
vice with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony 
in Wimberley. The 
event was held in 
partnership with 
the Wimberley Val-
ley Chamber of 
Commerce and the 
Dripping Springs 
Chamber of Com-
merce to honor the 
organization’s com-
mitment to children 

and families across 
the region.

CASA of Cen-
tral Texas has 
proudly served local 
communities with 
a mission rooted in 
compassion, advo-
cacy, and service. In 
Hays County, they 
served 92% of the 
children in foster 
care last year. Their 
renewed goal is to 
serve 100% of the 
children in foster 
care in all our coun-
ties.

“This celebration 
is not just about 

looking back at what 
we’ve accomplished, 
but about reaffirm-
ing our promise to 
every child in foster 
care in our service 
area,” said CASA 
CEO Norma Black-
well. “We believe 
every child deserves 
access to the sup-
port and resources 
they need to thrive, 
and we are commit-
ted to making that a 
reality.”

The ceremony 
brought together 
community lead-
ers, partners, fami-

lies, and supporters 
to honor the legacy 
of the past 40 years 
and to energize 
the vision for the 
years ahead. With 
heartfelt speeches, 
community engage-
ment, and a shared 
sense of purpose, the 
event highlighted 
the power of unity 
and service to chil-
dren and families.

For more infor-
mation about pro-
grams, services, or 
how to get involved, 
please visit www.ca-
sacentex.org.

Ribbon cutting event honors 40 years of service for CASA
Staff Reports

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

www.one
www.hourheatandair.com
www.sacentex.org
www.ogdenstreeservice.com
www.redgrizzlyelectric.com
www.wimberleyelectricians.com
www.kleenwindows99.com
www.texaspaintingunlimited.com


 Page 6 — DRIPPING SPRINGS CENTURY NEWS, DRIPPING SPRINGS, THURSDAY, JUNE 5, 2025

GARAGE SALE 

FROM PG.  1

the needs of the com-
munity, all proceeds 
are donated to local 
charitable organiza-
tions such as Helping 
Hands, Burke Center 
for Youth, and others. 
The focus of Women 
in Mission is to serve 
the needs of women 
and children with a 
spirit of grace and 
compassion. Over 
the past years, wom-
en and children have 
been helped through 
various ways, and one 
of the most impor-
tant has been the an-
nual garage sale.

For additional in-
formation, contact 
Ginnie Street at wo-
meninmiss ion@ds-
methodist.org.

MARKET FROM PG.  1

tioning will be a wel-
come change for many, 
there is another change 
that has everyone a little 
sad - longtime vendor 
Nong Weitzel has re-
tired, and will no lon-
ger be cooking up her 
legendary Thai food at 
the market. 

Nong’s final market 
was on May 28, and 
customers past and 
present showed up to 
wish her a happy retire-
ment. 

“It's overwhelm-
ing,” Nong said. “The 
Friends Foundation 
showed up, and past 

vendors who don't even 
work anymore - they 
retired before me - they 
showed up. Many long-
time customers came 
and I was really sur-
prised.” 

Nong said she didn’t 
expect such a huge re-
sponse, and she sold 
out very fast.

“They took every-
thing on my table to-
day. It can't be better 
than that,” Nong said. 
“They took salsa and 
cooking sauce and ev-
erything. I mean, the 
table’s empty. It was in 
an hour and a half, all 

gone.” 
Nong said that for 

most of the time she 
lived in Dripping 
Springs, there were not 
a lot of different types 
of food in the area. In 
fact, when she and her 
husband Rick Weitzel 
first moved into their 
home here, they even 
had to drive to Oak 
Hill to buy groceries. 

In those days, the 
town only had a couple 
of stop lights, and ev-
eryone recognized each 
other’s cars. She saw 
the community pull 
together to build a se-

nior center and then a 
nursing home. She was 
involved with those ef-
forts from the begin-
ning.

“Everything was 
nonprofit and belonged 
to the community,” 
Nong said. 

Nong worked at the 
nursing home for 17 
years. It was her way 
of giving back to the 
people who helped her 
learn about country life.

“I'm sad that many of 
them that have taught 
me so much have gone 
but I'm happy that 
I was at the nursing 

home taking care of 
them as well. So that 
was my goal.”

It wasn’t until she re-
tired from the nursing 
home that she took up 
cooking for others.

“I wanted to do 
something close to my 
roots. I wanted to show 
the community who I 
really am,” Nong said. 
“I still have Thai in me 
to do it.”

Soon enough, Nong 
had a dedicated group 
of customers. And at 
the Farmers Market, 
she also formed close 
relationships with the 

other vendors.
“I enjoy meeting 

people, enjoy these 
people,” Nong said. 
“They are hard work-
ers, you know, to grow 
all the vegetables and 
stuff. I'm gonna miss all 
of them.”

To read a more in-
depth Q&A with 
Nong, see the story be-
low.

To keep up with the 
latest Farmers Market 
happenings, sign up for 
the weekly newsletter 
at www.cityofdripping-
springs.com/farmers-
market.

Q: What does “Nong” 
mean?

Nong: It’s “little 
sister.” In Thailand, 
someone younger than 
you is always called 
“Nong.” I was the 
youngest, so I’ve al-
ways been “Nong.”

Q: Where did you 
learn to cook?

Nong: I learned to 
cook at my school in 
Thailand. Back then, 
teenagers, especially 
women, had to go to 
school to learn how 
to be the lady of the 
house. I liked cooking, 
but I didn’t want to do 
it for just anyone, only 
people I love.

Q: When did you 
move here, and what 

brought you?

Nong: I moved to 
America on June 9th, 
1972. We first moved 
to Ohio for Rick’s 
work. He was a colonel 
in the Air Force at the 
time. I became a U.S. 
citizen in 1976.

We met several 
months, almost a year, 
before he left Thailand. 
We weren’t dating, but 
he asked me to guide 
him whenever he came 
to Bangkok. He even 
asked me to help him 
pick furniture to send 
home for the house he 
would be moving into. 
After he left, he sent 
me my first Christmas 
card – I didn’t know 
what it was about back 
then and had no idea 
what it was. 

Whenever any-
one asked how we 
met, Rick would joke 
around and tell every-
one that he just landed 
his helicopter in the 
jungle and picked me 

up. Really, he took 
time off his work in 
the Pentagon and came 
back to Thailand to 
ask me to marry him. 
I was afraid to say yes, 
because it was against 
family tradition to 
marry outside, but 
he said not to worry 
about that. We mar-
ried on June 2nd and 
left Thailand on June 
9th. I don’t regret leav-
ing Thailand – I have 
too much indepen-
dence for traditional 
Thai relationships. I’ve 
been back twice, and 
both times I knew I 
made the right deci-
sion. I love it here and 
know I belong here, 
and I found someone 
who loved me more 
than I could say.

Q: Tell us about 
your work with the 

community.

Nong: I first came 
to Dripping Springs 
in 1973, and the com-
munity here took me 
in, really embraced 
me. They all wanted 
to adopt me – I had 
so many mothers back 
then. They taught me 
so many things, how 
to garden and pickle 
what I grew, and how 
to be a good person in 
the community. I still 
have a taste of that first 
pickled okra. 

How else am I sup-
posed to pay back all 
of my American moth-
ers than to give to this 
community? I help 
with fundraising for 
the senior center, for 
the nursing home, and 
I’ve done a lot of work 
for my Church. I still 
help with fundraising 
for the Friends Foun-
dation, and I love be-
ing part of the Empty 
Bowls Project, but last 
year might have been 
my last.

When I’m helping 

with fundraising for 
the elderly, the goal 
is for them to be at 
home with the envi-
ronment they know, 
where they’re comfort-
able. We help them 
with food, with meals 
cooked at the nursing 
home, and with elec-
tricity if they need it. 
We want them to be at 
home as long as they 
are able to be there. All 
of that is from volun-
teers and donations.

Q: When did you 
start cooking for your 

neighbors?

Nong: I started in 
2007. I felt that I need-
ed to do something 
that made me happy, 
to remember where I 
came from. Back then, 
there weren’t many 
people who wanted 
to eat Thai food. But 
younger people were 
interested. I started 
with ten orders, and a 
few weeks later I was 
making deliveries at 
the flagpole at the high 
school, and that’s when 
it really started grow-
ing. My son, Travis, be-
came a lawyer around 
then, and his first of-
ficial job was helping 
me get all the permits 
I needed. He said, “No 
underground work, 
mom,” and I had to ask 
him what that meant.

Q: How long have 
you been at the 

market?

Nong: I used to 
deliver meals at the 
Home Depot park-
ing lot, then at The 
Barber Shop. I don’t 
remember what year, 
but Marianne, Sherri, 
and Gouri finally con-
vinced me to join them 
at the Farmers Market. 
At first it was only two 
times a month before 
I realized I needed to 

be all the way in. Rick 
told me I didn’t need 
to work, but to me, 
work is not work and 
I need to contribute, 
and he came around to 
supporting me.

Q: Has it been hard 
cooking your native 
recipes with Texas 

ingredients?

Nong: Somewhat, 
but I like the fact that I 
can get fresh food that 
hasn’t been washed 
with chemicals. In 
Thailand, we always 
had to wash our veg-
etables about ten times 
and treat the water we 
cooked them in be-
cause of the chemicals. 
I love the variety of 
fresh vegetables we can 
always get here, and 
the meats I get at mar-
ket have always been 
perfect. For things I 
couldn’t find, I was 
able to grow it myself, 
like certain limes, ci-
lantro, mint, Thai ba-
sil… those are the ones 
I grow in my own gar-
den, and I know what 
goes into them. When 
I make people food, I 
want it to be safe.

Q: What’s your 
favorite American 

food?

Nong: Rib eye 
steak… medium rare. 
In Asia, you feed the 
whole family with one 
piece of meat. In Ohio, 
Rick asked if I wanted 
to try a steak and I had 
no idea what he meant. 
He ordered rib eyes, 
medium rare. When 
I first cut the meat, I 
jumped back because 
blood came out, and 
all the officers at the 
table had a good laugh. 
My kids just did a filet 
mignon for Mother’s 
Day – my two grand-
kids even helped – so 
that might be my fa-
vorite now.

Q: What do you plan 
on doing now that 
you’re retiring from 

cooking?

Nong: My plan is 
to see how much I can 
build and stay here at 
home for as long as I 
can. I love the peace 
out here, and I want it 
to stay pretty for my-
self.

Q: What will you 
miss the most about 

being part of the 
market?

Nong: I will miss 
people.

Q: I guess I can ask 
since you’re leaving: 
who’s your favorite 

vendor?

Nong: Oh, I can’t say 
just one. Fran, Sherri, 
the Tolly’s, Jessica who 
sells coffee, Erika with 
Solaro, who helped us 
cook for Empty Bowls 
last year, Ray… Don’t 
ask me that question! 
They’re all so good. I 
just love everyone.

Q: Any chance of you 
coming back from 

time to time?

Nong: When I walk 
away from something, 
I walk away from it. 
I know it’s the right 
thing to do. I’m going 
to miss it, but my time 
to leave has come.

Charlie: On behalf 
of Dripping Springs 
Farmers Market, thank 
you, Nong. You will be 
missed.

This article is reprint-
ed, in shortened form, 
with permission. It first 
appeared in the Drip-
ping Spring Farmers 
Market Weekly Newslet-
ter, and was written by 
Charlie Reed, market 
manager.

Charlie Reed

Special to the News

Q&A with Nong Weitzel

Nong Weitzel at her table in the Farmers Market.

PHOTO BY CHARLIE REED

www.wimberleycarpetcleaning.com
www.springs.com/farmers
www.lunaenvironmental.com
www.methodist.org
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“Wombania is about a family of Wombies who move in with their human relative and take over his home and his life. An all-ages comic, Wombonia is 
a unique look at life, relationships, food, and technology, and how we struggle to cope with the fast-paced, ever-changing world in which we live.”

ACROSS 

 1 Alabama-to-

Mississippi direction

  5 Word before "rain" 

or "tongue"

  9 Transcript figs.

 13 Not up to anything

 14 Halves of diameters

 16 Bit of 42-Across

 17 Count of consecutive 

days of activity on a 

certain social media 

app

 19 Spends time in the 

sun, maybe

 20 Need not worry 

about success

 21 "Starry ___ 

sparkin' up my 

darkest night" 

(Taylor Swift lyric)

 22 Breathe out

 23 Bias

 24 "Gross!"

 27 "Yikes!"

 28 Acted out silently

 30 HS student body 

spokesperson

 33 Official approval, 

informally

 36 Currency in Porto

 37 Nike competitor

 39 ___ colada

 40 Make airtight

 42 Film set on the 

water?

 44 Japanese beef with 

a high degree of 

marbling

 46 Cow's sound

 47 Particularly, for 

short

 48 Tequila cocktail, 

colloquially

 49 Strikes firmly, in 

the Bible

 52 One, for two

 53 Lighthearted 

escapist novels, 

say

 57 ___-Seltzer

 58 Shoulder-toning 

exercises

 59 Word after "top" 

or "god"

 60 Pumbaa's pal

 61 Unable to decide

 62 "No ___, no 

foul"

 63 "Fudge!"

 64 Certain children

DOWN

  1 Make-A-___ 

Foundation

  2 Name that 

anagrams to "Dane"

  3 Certain Eastern 

European

  4 Cone-shaped home

  5 Discipline helping 

people interpret 

emotions through 

creative expression

  6 Lincoln and others

  7 Just perfect

  8 Ornamental royal 

headband

  9 Prevents others from 

accessing

 10 Was friendly and 

cooperative

 11 VP under Nixon

 12 Attitude

 15 Mike and ___

 18 High dice rolls

 23 Texter's "Tsk"

 24 Soothes, as a sprain

 25 "Soothes, as a 

sprain," e.g.

 26 "Fons Americanus" 

artist

 29 "No biggie!"

 31 Green sight in a 

desert?

 32 Die dot

 34 Burden

 35 Like clothes that 

came out of the 

dryer too early

 38 Yearly gathering 

where many 

attendees cosplay

 41 Comfy boot brand

 43 "All the Light We 

Cannot See" author 

Anthony

 45 Password's 

counterpart

 48 Elder Obama 

daughter

 50 "___ Mia!"

 51 Sunni and Shia, e.g.

 52 "Hell ___ no fury 

..."

 53 Echolocating 

mammal

 54 ___ gobi

 55 Actress and gay icon 

Laura

 56 Sensitive figs
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Universal Crossword

County Courthouse • 300 
Main St. • Blanco, TX 
78606

Picker’s Circle
June 8 • 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m.
Every Sunday, The Barber-
shop Bar hosts a Pickers 
Circle for anyone who wants 
to get in on the action or 
stop by and listen to some 
local musicians. The Barber 
Shop • 207 Mercer Street 
• Dripping Springs, TX 
78620

Family Nerf Night
June 10 • 6 p.m. to 7 
p.m.
Dripping Springs Ranch 
Park is hosting Family Nerf 
Night, an evening of family 
fun and friendly competi-
tion. Participants should 
bring their Nerf blasters and 
gear. Traditional Nerf darts 
will be provided. Tickets 
are $8 in advance. Drip-
ping Springs Ranch Park • 
1042 Event Center Dr. • 
Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Dripping Springs Farmers 
Market
June 11 & 18 • 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m.
The Dripping Springs 
Farmer’s Market is held 
on Wednesdays at Drip-
ping Springs Ranch Park. 

Visitors can gather and 
shop for fresh agricultural 
and related products. For 
the summer, the market will 
keep its afternoon schedule, 
but will move inside into 
the air conditioning. Drip-
ping Springs Ranch Park • 
1042 Event Center Dr. • 
Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Beekeeping for AG 
Exemption (adults 18+)
June 12 • 12 p.m. to 1 
p.m.
Learn what is needed to 
qualify for and maintain a 
Texas Ag Valuation in Hays 
County using bees as the 
qualifying agricultural activ-
ity. This class covers Central 
Appraisal District require-
ments, documentation tips, 
land and apiary setup 
advice, and how to stay 
compliant year after year. 
Taught by local Master 
Beekeeper and President of 
the Texas Natural Beekeep-
ers Association, Nathalie B., 
who brings years of experi-
ence helping landowners 
navigate the Ag exemption 
process with confidence and 
success. For adults 18+, reg-
istration required at www.
dscl.org. Dripping Springs 
Community Library • 501 
Sportsplex Dr. • Dripping 
Springs , TX 78620
Women in Mission Annual 

Garage Sale
June 13 • 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m.
June 14 • 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m.
The annual garage sale 
serves the needs of the com-
munity, and all proceeds are 
donated to local charitable 
organizations such as Help-
ing Hands, Burke Center for 
Youth, and others. For dona-
tions and other information, 
contact Ginnie Street at wo-
meninmission@dsmethod-
ist.org Dripping Springs 
Methodist Church • 28900 
Ranch Road 12 • Dripping 
Springs, TX 78620

150th Anniversary - 
Rambo Masonic Lodge 
No. 426
June 14 • 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m.
The public is invited to the 
celebration, which will 
include an open house 
and a classic car show by 
Speeding Springs. There 
will be free hamburgers, hot 
dogs, corn dogs, popcorn 
and drinks. Rambo Masonic 
Lodge No. 426 • 103 Old 
Fitzhugh Rd. • Dripping 
Springs, TX 78620

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

AND EDUCATION

Dripping Springs 

Community Library
The Dripping Springs 
Community Library hosts 
multiple events every week 
day. Events include Toddler 
Story Time, Homeschool 
Chess Club, Legos @ the 
Library, Mah-Jongg, Master 
Gardeners on the Porch, 
Everyday Yoga, Graphic 
Lit Lounge and many more. 
For library events, visit dscl.
org/event-calendar.

City of Dripping Springs 
Public Meetings
The City of Dripping Springs 
welcomes residents and 
others doing business with 
the city to attend any of 
the public meetings below. 
Streaming options and 
meeting packets at: cityofd-
rippingsprings.com. Meet-
ings are traditionally held at 
City Hall Council Chambers. 
However, a remodel has 
many meetings at Ranch 
Park or Dripping Springs 
ISD Center for Learning & 
Leadership. See cityofdrip-
pingsprings.com for more 
information.

•June 5 • 4 p.m.
Historic Preservation Com-
mission Regular Meeting
•June 9 • 4 p.m.
TIRZ No. 1 & No. 2 Board 
Regular Meeting
•June 9 • 6:30 p.m.

Founders Day Commission 
Regular Meeting
•June 11 • 11 a.m.
DSRP Board of Directors 
Regular Meeting

Hays County 
Commissioners Court 
Regular Meeting
June 10 • 9 a.m.
This is a regular meeting of 
the Hays County Commis-
sioners Court, the govern-
ing body of the county. This 
group of elected officials 
and staff oversees the func-
tions and budget for all 
county-related business. 
Hays County Historic Court-
house • 111 E. San Antonio 
St. • San Marcos, Texas. 
Streaming option available 
at hayscountytx.com

DRIPPING SPRINGS 

INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Dripping Springs Board of 
Trustees Monthly Meeting
June 23 • 6 p.m.
Live meeting of the DSISD 
Board of Trustees which sets 
policy, agenda and strate-
gic planning for the Drip-
ping Springs school district. 
Agendas and live streaming 
option available at dsisdtx.
us. Live meeting at the Cen-
ter for Learning & Leader-
ship • 300 Sportsplex Dr. 

CALENDAR FROM PG.  1

Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books at QuillDriverBooks.com

Adonis
Male

2.5 years old
Great Dane mix

Yeah, I’m as handsome as my 
name suggests! I’m a play-
ful pup who loves zooming 
around the yard with other 
dogs, chasing and having a 
blast. Even though I'm big, 
I'm not into roughhousing. 
I prefer to play in a more fun way that doesn't involve 
wrestling. I love going for walks and I'm pretty sure I could 
learn to bring you the leash to tell you it's time to go to the 
park! I’m crate trained, house trained, and super quiet, just 
happy to chill with my pals. Car rides? I’m a pro, sitting 
calmly and soaking in the view through the window. Cats? 
Haven’t met one yet, but I bet we could be buddies. I hope 
I can find a human best friend forever to hang out with, 
go on adventures, and just have a good time. A fabulous 
foster home or a fantastic forever family would make my 
tail wag like crazy. Please visit LizzysHospice.com or email 
us at LizzysHospice@gmail.com for details.

Dahlia
Female

10 years old
Terrier mix

Some folks call me a rock 
star, but I’m just a sweet girl 
who’s lived life to the fullest 
and then some. I’ve heard 
I’ve got a pawsome person-
ality and love to be around 
people and dogs. Sadly, my old humans thought that 
meant I should be a mama over and over. But let me tell 
you, I’m a fun gal! Not the wild party type, but the loyal 
kind who’ll stick by your side, follow you everywhere, lis-
ten to every word you say, and tag along for errands or 
chill at dog-friendly spots. I love other dogs. I guess you 
could say I’m a natural mama type. All I want now is a 
cozy foster home or my forever family to share my big 
heart with. Please visit LizzysHospice.com or email us at 
LizzysHospice@gmail.com for details.

Estelle 
Female

Pit bull mix
3 years old

Meet Estelle! This play-
ful pup is full of energy and 
loves to engage in chase, 
fetch, and active play. She’s 
had a great time with her 
dog pals and gets along won-
derfully with them! She also has good leash manners and 
knows several commands! 

Estelle is also a total sweetheart with people (includ-
ing kids!)—she loves affection, treats, and spending time 
with her favorite humans. She may be a bit shy at first 
but once she gets to know you, she warms up! If you're 
looking for a fun-loving, friendly dog who’s always ready 
for some playtime and cuddles, Estelle is the perfect 
match. Come meet her and see how she can bring hap-
piness to your home! Visit www.pawsshelter.org for more 
information.

www.lizzyshospice.com
www.lizzyshospice.com
www.upuzzles.com
www.quilldriverbooks.com
www.pawsshelter.org
www.wombania.com
www.dscl.org
www.ist.org
www.rippingsprings.com
www.pingsprings.com
www.hayscountytx.com
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The state semifi-
nals match between 
the Dripping Springs 
Tigers and Kingwood 
was all that it should 
be when two very good 
teams go at it for the 
right to play for the 
state title. It would 
go all three and then 
some before Kingwood 
would be able to claim 
the honor. The Tigers 
will be replaying this 
series for some time to 
come.

In the first of the 
three, the Tigers held 
a 4-1 lead after three 
but Kingwood struck 
for four in the top of 
fourth to take a 5-4 
lead. The Tigers were 
able to cross the plate 
in their half to tie it up. 
However, Kingwood 
would score three more 
in the next two innings 
to take the 8-5 victory. 
Kingwood would out-
hit the Tigers 10-9.

This would put the 
Tigers with their backs 
to the wall. They had 
been there before in 
the playoffs and had 
the confidence they 
could do it again. With 
their strong pitching 
staff, the Tigers pro-
ceeded to shut down 
the bats and blanked 
Kingwood. The Tigers 
used their five hits to 
get single runs in the 
first, fourth and fifth 
to take a 3-0 win and 
draw even for the se-
ries. 

Now it was for all 

the marbles in the third 
and deciding game and 
it was a beaut. The 
Tigers were the home 
team in this game. 
Neither team scored in 
the first but Kingwood 
would cross the plate 
twice in the second to 
temporarily take a 2-0 
lead. The Tigers would 
answer with three in 
the third and two in 
the fourth for a 5-2 
lead after four. 

At this point the 
Tigers had to think 
they would keep scor-
ing and their pitching 
would keep Kingwood 
from scoring. Things 
looked to be in their fa-
vor. Good teams hang 
in there and Kingwood 
did. They scratched 
out single runs in the 
fifth and sixth. Even 
so the Tigers still had 
a 5-4 lead going into 
the seventh. Kingwood 
put runners on second 
and third with one out. 
A walk loaded the bas-

es. The Tiger pitcher 
got the next batter to 
pop up for the second 
out. 

Unfortunately, a 
passed ball on the next 
batter allowed the ty-
ing run to score before 
getting out of the in-
ning. The game would 
continue for two more 
innings before King-
wood would manage 
a run that the Tigers 
could not duplicate 
and took the game and 
the series 6-5.

It was one of those 
heart-breaking situa-
tions that happens all 
too often in the sports 
world. So close, yet so 
far. Everyone under-
stands how hard it is to 
get that far in the play-
offs. You still have to 
have great pride in the 
effort the Tigers put 
forth throughout the 
season, as they ended 
the season as District 
26-6A co-champs and 
with a 29-12 record.

SPORTS

Senior Traigh Perry makes a play during the game against Pharr-

San Juan-Alamo.

PHOTO BY GABRIEL DE LEON PHOTOGRAPHY

Carl Waits

Sports Reporter

Tigers fall to Kingwood

Raise your 
blades
To maintain a healthy lawn during 
our hot, dry summers, raise your lawn 
mower blades to the highest setting 
(3-4 inches). Longer grass promotes 
deeper roots and shades the soil to 
reduce evaporation making your lawn 

more drought resistant.

Learn more at 
www.lcra.org/drought 

22601 RR 12
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
For Sale - $2,285,000

A great Commercial opportunity awaits on 
this 7.1-acre tract which boasts prominent 
frontage on Ranch Road 12, is Ag Exempt, 
and also fully entitled and permitted for a 
massive 42,000 sq.ft. of flex commercial 
space, primed and ready for construction.

133 Glosson Ranch Rd Unit #A
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
For Sale - $1,799,000
For Lease - $1.00 + NNN

14,000sf across two versatile buildings with 
no zoning restrictions. Utilities are in place, 
with power, septic, and water connected, 
making this site move-in ready.

2201 W Hwy 290 Suite #B
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
For Lease - $2.00 + NNN

2,175sf historical farmhouse that has been 
renovated for office, retail, hospitality, and 
other mixed uses. Includes separate 400sf 
private office/showroom with HVAC and water 
connected.

133 Glosson Ranch Rd Unit #C
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
For Sale - $1,125,000
For Lease - $1.00 + NNN

5,000sf fully HVAC warehouse, with 1,000sf 
of Office Space. This property is equipped 
adequately for efficient loading, there is both a 
loading dock and regular ground-level loading.

THIS WEEK’S FEATURED LISTINGS

GUILTY FROM PG.  1

“As the conditions of 
his probation, he can't 
be in an employee of 
his family in the con-
tracting business, and 
he can not be a con-
tractor in any way,” 
he added. “And third, 
some jail time. One 
year was satisfactory to 
him as a lesson to let 
him what he'd be in for 
if he messes up on his 
probation.

“My thought was to 
add restitution, and see 
if we could get some 
restitution from these 
families.”

The total amount of 
restitution will range 
from $300,000 to 
$500,000, pending the 
outcome of a hearing.

The defendants in-
dictments stemmed 
from incidents which 
occurred from 2013 
to 2021 with two sets 
of victims from Llano 
County and four from 
Travis County. Retired 
Judge Daryl Coffey of 
Tarrant County pre-
sided over the trial. 

McAfee, appointed 
by 33rd/424th Judicial 
District Attorney Perry 
Thomas, tried the case 
with the assistance of 
Llano County Attorney 
Matt Rienstra.  McAfee 
served as the local DA 
prior to Thomas. 

“We appreciate the 
jury holding Mr. Erick-
son accountable for his 
actions,” Thomas said. 
“It just goes to show we 
have a commitment to 
victims of fraud.

“It involved large 
amounts of money 
defrauding homeown-
ers, people trying to 
build homes,” Thomas 
added. “Because of the 
large amount of money 
and people involved, 
it's a huge verdict.”

The punishment 

phase involved impact 
statements from the 
victims.

“It's so important 
because of the prob-
lem we have with con-
tractors. He stole tre-
mendous amounts of 
money,” McAfee said. 
“There was the side ef-
fect of the emotional 
stress, taking away the 
resources they needed 
for family, children's 
schooling. 

“This guy didn't just 
steal money. He stole 
their dreams.”

After the guilty ver-
dict, the defense moved 
to “sever” a number of 
other counts involving 
first degree felony mis-
application of fiducia-
ry/financial property 
and three of four state 
jail felony charges of 
securing the execution 
of documents through 
deception.

The prosecution fo-
cused on “count 1”, 
which was a first degree 
felony charge of theft 
of property (greater 
than $300,000).

The punishment 
agreement also took 
into account a state jail 
felony charge of secur-
ing the execution of a 
document through de-
ception which involved 
a $10,000 check.

“Normally, I would 
ask for as much prison 
time as possible on this 
because he was a thief. 
Some of these families 
have been at it for 12 

years,” McAfee said. 
“He hurt so many peo-
ple financially, emo-
tionally.”

Erickson, who is 
now a convicted felon, 
waived his right to an 
appeal and will serve 
his probation while 
paying back the money 
over the 10-year pe-
riod. He was given two 
weeks to get his “affairs 
in order” before being 
transported to the state 
jail facility.

“It has been going on 
for several years now, 
and some of the folks 
that have been with 
us for many years said 
they'd like for this to be 
final where he doesn't 
have the right to an ap-
peal,” McAfee said.

Erickson's trial be-
gan May 12 with jury 
selection at the Llano 
County Courthouse, 
followed by opening 
statements and the 
first witness on May 
13. Closing arguments 
were underway by May 
21.

Thomas said, “We 
appreciate Sonny 
McAfee continuing to 
assist this office and the 
extremely hard work in 
trying this case.”

McAfee added, “The 
jury was very thought-
ful and deliberative. 
They spent a lot of 
time going over dif-
ferent exhibits and 
evidence. Matt and I 
both thought they did 
a great job.”

'This guy didn't just 
steal money. He stole 

their dreams.'
— Wiley 'Sonny' McAfee

Special Prosecutor

www.lcra.org/drought
www.scottdaves.net
www.stanberry.com

