
 

said.
The range of servic-

es offered by Service 
Dogs, Inc. includes 
training hearing dogs 
for individuals with 
hearing loss, service 

dogs for those with 
mobility challenges, 
and facility dogs that 
assist professionals in 
settings such as court-

Texas just altered its 
border with Oklaho-
ma. Well, a small sliver 
of it, anyway. And, no, 
Texas didn’t become 
any bigger.

After years of dispute 
over how the bound-
ary between Texas and 
Oklahoma should 
be drawn at the Red 
River, the two states 
reached an agreement 
last month that shifted 
Texas’ northern bor-
der just slightly, Texas 
Land Commissioner 
Dawn Buckingham an-

nounced on Thursday.
The problem be-

gan in 2009 when the 
North Texas Municipal 
Water District, which 
provides water to sev-
eral Dallas-area cities, 
learned about inva-
sive zebra mussels in 
Lake Texoma, where it 
was operating a water 
pump station.

That raised the ques-
tion of whether the 
pump station was in 
Texas, or in Oklahoma. 
Federal law prohib-
its transporting zebra 
mussels across state 

Service Dogs, Inc., 
a nonprofit organiza-
tion based in Drip-
ping Springs, has 
been transforming 
the lives of individu-
als with disabilities 
since its inception in 
1988. Founded by at-
torney Sheri Soltes, 
the organization is 
dedicated to enhanc-
ing independence and 
quality of life through 
partnerships with cus-
tom-trained assistance 
dogs, provided free of 
charge to Texas clients.

Unlike many ser-
vice dog programs that 
rely on breeding, Ser-
vice Dogs, Inc. adopts 
young adult dogs from 
shelters and rescue or-
ganizations, focusing 
on those with tem-
peraments suited for 
service work. This ap-
proach not only pro-
vides a second chance 
for these animals but 
also addresses the 
needs of clients requir-
ing assistance. The 
organization employs 

positive reinforcement 
training methodolo-
gies, ensuring that the 
dogs are well-prepared 
to support their future 
partners.

“We get our dogs 
from animal shelters 
throughout Texas. On 
average, we pull one 
dog from every third 
shelter we go to. Some-
times we'll get mul-
tiple dogs. The process 
starts with just a gen-
eral walkthrough. We 
see dogs that are kind 
of more composed 
amongst the rambunc-
tious ones. And then 
we take those dogs if 
they match our age re-
quirements and health 
requirements, and 
then we'll cross refer-
ence behavior reports 
with the shelter staff. 
And so we usually look 
at anywhere from one 
to about five dogs in 
a yard itself, where we 
then go into what their 
instincts are and see if 
it's something we can 
mold into service. Ser-
vice dog training is a 
lengthy process. So the 
dogs that come here 
are very special,” Soltes 

The City of Drip-
ping Springs has 
launched its inaugu-
ral “Hometown Holi-
days” campaign, a sea-
son-long celebration 
designed to bring the 
community together 
for the holidays.

Kicking off in No-
vember and running 
through the New Year, 
Hometown Holidays 
weaves together all the 
city’s favorite holiday 
traditions and events 
under one banner, of-
fering something for 

everyone.
The campaign 

aims to celebrate the 
warmth and together-
ness that make Drip-
ping Springs special, 
especially during the 
holiday season. By 
combining festive 
events, the city hopes 
to inspire a sense of 
hometown pride and 
holiday spirit.

With a lineup of 
activities, Dripping 
Springs invites resi-
dents and visitors 
alike to experience the 
magic of the season 

Whiskey Ridge, the 
new restaurant con-
cept from the team 
behind Austin favor-
ites Cover 2 and Cover 
3,  opened its doors to 
the public on Monday, 
Nov. 11., in Drift-
wood.

The restaurant 
brings together the 
best elements of Texas 

dining: locally sourced 
ingredients, time-hon-
ored cooking tradi-
tions and true hospi-
tality, all served against 
the backdrop of stun-
ning Hill Country 
views.  The restaurant 
is located in Drift-
wood, at the corner 
of FM 150 and FM 
3237, across from the 
Hays City Store.

"We're thrilled to 
finally welcome guests 

to Whiskey Ridge," 
said owner Doug 
Young. "We've created 
a space that celebrates 
everything we love 
about Texas, from the 
food and spirits to the 
warm hospitality and 
gorgeous Hill Country 
terrain. Our team has 
poured their heart into 
making this a special 
destination for both 
locals and visitors."

The 6,000-square-

foot restaurant will 
serve as a destination 
for elevated Texas cui-
sine, Gulf Coast sea-
food and an extensive 
collection of rare and 
small-batch whiskeys. 

Chef Steve Warner 
is heading up the cu-
linary program, bring-
ing his experience 
from notable restau-
rants, including ATX 
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City launches Hometown 
Holiday campaign

New restaurant offers Texas cuisine, Gulf Coast seafood and rare whiskeys to Hays County

Whiskey Ridge opens in Driftwood

From shelters to service: How 
Texas dogs are transforming lives

A raw water pump station at Lake Texoma on Wednesday, Oct. 

16, 2013. The station was bisected by the state line between 

Texas and Oklahoma.
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After losing his beloved wife Betty to cancer four years ago, U.S. 

Marine veteran Rhea Hambright found life on the family farm to 

be challenging. Daily tasks were nearly impossible for this Veteran 

to do on his own. He was lonely, frustrated and for the first time 

in his life, didn’t know how to fix things. A friend suggested Rhea 

get a Service Dog. Then everything changed.
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Staff Reports

Submitted

Kayla Guo
The Texas Tribune
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The freedoms we en-
joy, the prosperity and 
lifestyle that is the envy 
of the world is not free.

This week, we are re-
minded that Veterans, 
who serve and have 
served in the Armed 
Forces sacrifice service 
to themselves so that 
they may serve others. 

On Veterans Day, we 
pause not only to hon-
or the service of those 
who wear and have 
worn the uniform but 
also to acknowledge the 
immense sacrifices they 
and their families have 
made. Veterans repre-
sent the heart and re-
silience of our country, 
embodying values that 
shape and strengthen 
the fabric of our com-
munities. Veterans Day 
is a powerful reminder 

that freedom, security, 
and peace come at a 
profound price—one 
paid by those who cou-
rageously step forward 
to defend our country, 
often in times of great 
uncertainty and peril.

In every generation, 
men and women from 
all walks of life have an-
swered the call to serve. 
From the beaches of 
Normandy to the des-
erts of the Middle East, 
our veterans have stood 
in defense of democ-
racy and peace. Their 
willingness to put 
themselves in harm’s 
way so that others 
might live in freedom 
is the highest form of 
patriotism and selfless-
ness. Some bear physi-
cal scars, while others 
carry unseen wounds, 
yet they continue to 
stand tall and resilient, 
embodying the spirit of 
service long after they 

leave the battlefield.
Every service mem-

ber gave some; some 
gave all.

Dripping Springs is 
especially blessed to 
have Patriots’ Hall, 
a space dedicated to 
supporting and honor-
ing local veterans and 
their families. Patriots’ 
Hall provides an es-
sential place for veter-
ans to connect, share 
experiences, and find 
support among those 
who understand the 
unique challenges they 
face. In addition, our 
local businesses, such 
as 12 Fox Brewing, 
make veterans a prior-
ity by hosting Monday 
night fireside chats—
a unique opportunity 
for the community to 
gather around, listen 
to stories, and learn 
firsthand from those 
who have served. These 
gatherings foster a spe-

cial bond in Dripping 
Springs, reminding 
us all of the sacrifices 
veterans make and the 
strength of our shared 
community.

This day is also a trib-
ute to the loved ones 
of our veterans—the 
spouses, children, par-
ents, and friends who 
support them through 
deployments, reloca-
tions, and their long 
roads home. These 
families share in the 
burdens of military life, 
offering unwavering 
love and patience amid 
the strains of separation 
and anxiety. They are 
the pillars behind each 
veteran, helping them 
shoulder the weight of 
their experiences and 
standing by them as 
they transition back 
into civilian life.

Veterans Day is more 
than a holiday; it is an 
invitation to reflect on 

what we owe to those 
who have served. While 
ceremonies, parades, 
and speeches serve as 
important symbols of 
our gratitude, the best 
tribute we can offer 
is to actively support 
veterans in our daily 
lives. The work done 
by Patriots’ Hall and 
businesses like 12 Fox 
Brewing helps bridge 
the gap between veter-
an and civilian life, but 
there is always more we 
can do to ensure veter-
ans receive the resourc-
es, respect, and care 
they so rightly deserve.

This Veterans Day 
week, let us take the 
time to shake a vet-
eran’s hand, listen to 
their story, and express 
our gratitude. 

Their service is wo-
ven into the history of 
our country, and their 
legacy is a reminder of 
the freedoms we enjoy 

daily. To every veteran, 
and to the families who 
have stood beside them, 
we say thank you. 
Thank you for your 
courage, your sacrifice, 
and your love of coun-
try. Here in Dripping 
Springs, we are proud 
to stand by you, honor 
you, and work to make 
our community worthy 
of the service you have 
given.

And while you will be 
reading this after Nov. 
11 – it does not mean 
that this day of recogni-
tion and honor is to be 
put away like the dozen 
other national holidays 
until next year. Instead, 
let’s make every day 
Veterans Day.

To our brave broth-
ers and sisters who have 
worn the uniform of 
the Armed Services, we 
salute you and Thank 
You. God Bless you and 
God Bless America!
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Every day for the 
past 24 years someone 
has died on a Texas 
roadway. Every. Sin-
gle. Day.

On the anniversary 
of the last deathless 
day on Nov. 7, 2000, 
Texas Department of

Transportation (Tx-
DOT) and Texas De-
partment of Public 
Safety (DPS) are work-
ing together to share 
safe driving messages 
in hopes to finally end 
this deadly streak.

The two agencies are 
joining forces because 
ending fatal crashes 
takes all of us. TxDOT 
is working to engineer 
safety solutions and 
educate drivers on safe 
practices while DPS 
enforces the laws of the 
road. However, drivers 
are the most important 
partners, which is why 
DPS troopers will be 
handing out tip cards 
during traffic stops to 
encourage safe driving 
behaviors.

“After more than 
two decades, it’s long 
past time to end the 
streak of daily deaths 
on our roadways, but 
it’ll take all of us to get 
it done,” said TxDOT 
Executive Director 
Marc Williams.

“Each life lost is a 
mother, father, broth-
er, sister or friend, 
and we need to work 
together to make sure 
everyone can get home 
safely.”

Last year, 4,289 peo-
ple were killed on Tex-
as roads, and so far in 
2024, Texas is averag-

ing 10 roadway deaths 
a day.

Some of the top 
causes of crashes make 
up part of the card that 
troopers will hand out 
for two weeks starting 
Nov. 7. The messages 
include:

• Drive safe speeds
• Buckle up
• Move over or slow 

down
• Get a sober ride
• Avoid distractions

Lives instantly altered
Since Nov. 7, 2000, 

more than 87,000 
people have been 
killed on Texas roads.

One life lost was 
Aspen Blessing, a vi-
brant 18-year-old who 
was killed in March 
after her car was 
struck head-on by a 
drunk driver in Cal-
lahan County. Forever 
changed by one per-
son’s choice to drink 
and drive, her family 
is left with a massive 
void.

“The hardest part 
is that Aspen did ev-
erything right,” said 
Jen Blessing, Aspen’s 
mother. “She was not 
speeding. She was 
wearing her seatbelt. 
She wasn’t distracted. 
One man’s bad choice 
cost Aspen, our family 
and his family every-
thing.”

Blessing and her 
family are working 
with TxDOT to help 
prevent other families 
from suffering a simi-
lar tragedy.

Roadway safety
improvements

TxDOT is commit-
ted to enhancing safe-

ty on roads through-
out the state, investing 
$17 billion in safe-
ty improvements 
through the state’s 
10-year plan. TxDOT 
also works tirelessly to 
develop safety innova-
tions that can have sig-
nificant impacts.

One improvement 
implemented this year 
in Fort Worth uses 
cameras to identify 
pedestrians on major 
roadways, targeting ar-
eas where people have 
been hit after trying to 
cross. It detects them 
early on, notifies law 
enforcement and helps 
them respond before 
they step out on the 
road. This has led to 
a drop in pedestrian 
crashes on these high-
ways since they were 
installed in January. 
It’s just one example of 
the many innovative 
and engineering im-
provements TxDOT 
makes every year.

Deadly streak
nearly ends

In January, Texas 
experienced one day 
with just one traffic 
fatality caused by a 
driver running a stop 
sign.

“A single life lost 
is too many, but this 
shows us that it can 
be done,” said Tx-
DOT Deputy Execu-
tive Director Brandye 
Hendrickson. “We’ve 
been close a few times 
in recent years. Safety 
is paramount when 
we design, build and 
maintain roads, and 
it also must be the top 
priority when we’re 
driving on them.”

Staff Reports

TxDOT partners with DPS 
to help end the streak of daily 
deaths on Texas roadways

A Salute to Our Veterans: Honoring Service, Sacrifice, and Legacy

lines. The North Texas 
water district paused 
pumping to avoid vio-
lating federal law. And 
Texas began investigat-
ing which state exactly 
the pump station sat in.

The state found 
that the pump station 
was within Texas bor-
ders when it was built 
in 1989. But a new 
boundary established 
by Texas and Oklaho-
ma in 2000 — the veg-
etation line along the 
south bank of the Red 
River — meant that 
part of the station now 
sat in the state’s north-
ern neighbor.

In 2021, Texas sent 
Oklahoma a proposal 
for a new boundary 
that would ensure the 
station lived wholly 
in Texas. After years 
of discussion, the two 
states finally reached an 
agreement on how the 
boundary should be 
drawn. The Texas and 
Oklahoma Red River 
Boundary Commis-
sions executed the new 
border on Oct. 30.

“This redrawn 
boundary line will en-
sure that millions of 

north Texans' water 
comes from a secure 
source in Texas,” Buck-
ingham said.

Texas and Okla-
homa exchanged ap-
proximately 1.34 acre 
of underwater land, or 
about a football field 
each. Neither of the 
states grew or shrunk 
— if either state had 
gotten bigger, approval 
from the U.S. Con-
gress would have been 
required.

The North Texas 
Water Municipal Dis-
trict also agreed to pay 
Oklahoma $10 million 
for water projects that 
benefit North Texas 
and up to $800,000 to 
cover the University of 
Oklahoma’s legal, en-
gineering and survey-
ing fees related to the 
boundary, the water 
district said.

The swapped land is 
controlled by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engi-
neers, which is respon-
sible for Lake Texoma. 
The lake serves as the 
primary water source 
for all of Sherman and 
Denison, two cities in 
North Texas, according 

BORDER FROM PG.  1

to the North Texas wa-
ter district.

The Texas General 
Land Office said that 
the new boundary 
would ensure the avail-
ability of around 30% 
of the drinking water 
supply for more than 
2 million people in the 
area.

The final agreement, 
which maps will be up-
dated to reflect, closes 
the latest chapter of 
controversy over the 
Texas-Oklahoma bor-
der, which was the sub-
ject of long-running 
disputes throughout 
the 19th and 20th cen-
turies.

After the Louisiana 
Purchase of 1803, the 
Red River served as 
the boundary between 
the United States and 
Mexico, and, after the 
Texas Revolution, be-
tween the United States 
and Texas.

But as the size of the 
river waxed and waned 
through natural pro-
cesses, federal treaties 
created Indigenous res-
ervations and oil was 
discovered in North 
Texas, the actual site of 
the border became the 
subject of an ongoing 
turf war with the fed-
eral government, Texas, 
Oklahoma and Indig-
enous peoples all laying 
a stake in the matter.

The U.S. Congress 
passed the Red River 
Boundary Compact in 
2000, based on legis-
lation signed by then 
Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush and Oklahoma 
Gov. Frank Keating es-
tablishing a permanent 
border marked by vis-
ible landmarks.

Twenty-four years 
later, thanks to zebra 
mussels and a wa-
ter pump station, the 
states’ boundaries have 
shifted again.

drippingspringsnews.com
drippingspringsnews.com
www.smabears.org
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Presented by the Dripping Springs Art League

ART BEAT

What a Night!

A full house of local 
artists and support-
ers gathered at Duch-
man Family Winery 
November 7th to cel-
ebrate the power of art 
in Dripping.

A little over a year 
ago we gathered with 
the community to col-
lect input on what an 
art league could look 
like. We never imag-
ined that a year later 
we’d have over 135 
members, 50 classes, 
workshops, socials, 
markets and more plus 
dozens of club meet-
ings sprinkling our 
2024 calendar, not to 
mention a celebration 
gala, yet here we are.

The DSAL Mission 
– Art | Community | 
Connection – which 
emanates from our ini-
tial community meet-
ing continues to drive 
our programming and 
our vision. And this 
evening would not 
have been possible 
without the creativity 
and dedication of over 
a dozen members of 
our ‘Night’ Planning 
Committee who as-
sembled inspirational 
speakers and moving 

videos and slideshows 
to highlight our year, 
along with two bands 
(Pop It! ATX and Al-
exandria Selene), and 
our fantastic local co-
median, Dr. Matt Ev-
ans. Our entertaining 
emcees, Michelle Lew-
is and Steve Mallett 
and the great food and 
wine from our hosts 
at Duchman rounded 
out the evening. We 
are humbled by the 
participation, sponsor-
ship, and generosity of 
so many local estab-
lishments and artists at 
our ’Night to Inspire.’

The donations gath-
ered during the eve-
ning will support 
DSAL’s plans in 2025 
for a ‘West of Weird 
Art Tour’ in the spring, 
along with showcases 
involving regional tal-
ent and our various 
club artists. We’re also 
thrilled that the DSAL 
Art Lounge will be re-
turning to Songwriters 
in 2025 and the Stars 
of Dripping Springs 
Art Project that will be 
revealed on December 
4th is preparing for a 
second round of Stars 
to be awarded, created, 
and installed in Drip-
ping in the spring. The 
Art League will also be 
awarding an art schol-
arship to a local high 

school graduate pre-
paring to go into the 
arts.

The Dripping 
Springs Art League 
strives to make all pro-
grams low cost or free. 
Everyone who wants 
to explore art should 
be provided the op-
portunity. ‘Night to 
Inspire’ contributions 
support this goal while 
also expanding our 
programming to serve 
the community.

The DSAL extends 
its heartfelt gratitude 
to our auction and 
dessert donors and 
to our sponsors for 
the evening, Broad-
way Bank, Madrone 
Springs Ranch, Wall 
Fire Studios, Pride 
of Dripping Springs, 
Plumb Projects, The 
Driskill Hotel, Rollo 
Insurance, Art Direct, 
Merritt Hill Country 
Senior Village, Grape-
vine Printing, and 
Brenham House Col-
lection. Each of these 
organizations believes 
in the power of art in 
Dripping! Please visit 
them and share your 
thanks.

The local art com-
munity is alive and well 
thanks to everyone’s 
energy, passion, and 
generosity. We thank 
you all. Stay tuned for 

A Night to Inspire: Celebrating the Power of Art in Dripping

Art Market debuts in Veterans Park

Steve Friedman

The Dripping Springs Art League successfully added another great event to the fall calendar with its first Art Market in the Triangle on Saturday Nov. 8. The market brought in local artists who displayed 

and sold their art on a day in which the weather finally felt like fall. With live music in the background visitors strolled the park, located on the “triangle” of land between Mercer Street, RR 12 and Hwy 290. 

The market returns to Veterans Park on December 14. The Art Market is sponsored by the City of Dripping Springs and the Dripping Springs Art League.

PHOTOS KEN VARGAS

an even more exciting 
2025!

The Dripping 
Springs Art League of-
fers a wide variety of 
programs for all artists, 
regardless of your level 
of experience, age, or 
ambitions. Check out 
upcoming events and 
consider a 12-month 
membership for only 
$35 at www.artindrip-
ping.com.

ART BEAT spot-
lights local artists, tech-
niques, and upcoming 
Art League events. In 
the meantime, we in-
vite you to discover your 
Dripping Springs Art 
League and how you 
can make art a greater 
part of your creative 
journey. To learn more, 
visit: our website: artin-
dripping.com.

ping.com
dripping.com
s.com
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With Republicans 
regaining major-
ity control of the Sen-
ate, U.S. Sen. John 
Cornyn, R-Texas, is 
making his bid to be-
come that chamber’s 
majority leader. U.S. 
Sen. Mitch McCon-
nell, R-Kentucky, had 
previously announced 
he would step down as 
party leader. Republi-
cans will hold at least 
a 53-45 edge in Janu-
ary, with Senate races 
in two states still un-
decided as of Friday 
morning.

According to The 
Dallas Morning News, 
Cornyn said voters 
rejected Democrats’ 
“years of disastrous 
border policies, reck-
less spending, and 
failed management 
that has caused the 
Senate to lurch from 
one avoidable crisis to 
the next.” 

Cornyn faces com-
petition from Senate 
Minority Whip John 
Thune of South Dako-
ta and Sen. Rick Scott 
of Florida. Senate Re-
publicans plan to hold 
their leadership elec-
tions this week by se-
cret ballot. If elected 

leader, Cornyn vowed 
to improve transparen-
cy with GOP senators.

“There will be no 
more backroom deals 
or forced votes on bills 
without adequate time 
for review, debate, and 
amendment,” he said.

REPUBLICANS 
LARGELY FLIP 
RIO GRANDE 
VALLEY FROM 
BLUE TO RED

More counties in 
the Rio Grande Val-
ley and surrounding 
areas went Republican 
this election, continu-
ing what GOP leaders 
are calling the culmi-
nation of a years-long 
strategy. The party 
has managed to flip 
16 counties since the 
2016 presidential elec-
tion, according to the 
Texas Standard.

The economy clear-
ly was a major issue 
among voters in this 
election between for-
mer president Donald 
Trump and Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris.

“A lot of the rural 
parts of Texas are shift-
ing red because the 
economy is less good,” 
said Brandon Rotting-
haus, a University of 
Houston political sci-
entist. “And the threats 
to the oil and gas in-
dustry that people per-
ceive are coming from 
Democrats are driving 
the communities to 
vote Republican.”

For example, in Starr 
County, Biden beat 
Trump by five points 
in 2020, but four years 
later voters there chose 

the former president 
over Harris by 16 
points.

ELECTION DAY 
RUNS SMOOTHLY 

ACROSS STATE
Voting in Texas went 

fairly smoothly in 
Texas with no major 
disruptions reported, 
according to The Texas 
Tribune. Roughly half 
of the state’s 18.6 mil-
lion registered voters 
cast ballots in person 
either in person or by 
mail, and another two 
million went to the 
polls on Election Day. 
That is slightly under 
the 11.3 million who 
voted in 2020, thus 
far, with counting of 
provisional ballots 
nearly complete.

There was only one 
violent incident re-
ported at the polls, 
when a man punched 
an election worker in 
Bexar County after be-
ing asked to remove 
his Trump hat. Wear-
ing clothing backing 
a candidate or propo-
sition inside a Texas 
polling location is il-
legal. After the assault, 
the man was charged 
with a felony.

In another case, a 
Tarrant County man 
claimed a voting ma-
chine flipped his ballot 
from Trump to Harris, 
but election officials 
say he made a mistake 
while filling out his 
ballot. That ballot was 
discarded, and he was 
allowed to cast another 
ballot, prompting Lt. 
Gov. Dan Patrick to 
note that machines 

were not flipping 
votes.

“In Tarrant County, 
we have only had one 
person say their vote 
was flipped out of 
591,885 votes cast to 
date,” he said.

STATE 
POPULATION 

ESTIMATES 
RELEASED BY 

DEMOGRAPHIC 
CENTER

The Texas Demo-
graphic Center has 
released its popula-
tion estimates for July 
1, 2023, and Jan. 1, 
2024. Final popula-
tion estimates are 
available for counties 
and places by age, sex, 
and race/ethnicity at 
demographic.texas.
gov. Information for 
the estimates is collect-
ed through five surveys 
taken from October to 
February, gleaning in-
formation from coun-
ties, cities, and educa-
tional institutions. 

The state’s estimated 
population rose from 
29,145,505 in 2020 
to 30,749,924 on Jan. 
1, 2024 – an increase 
of 5.5%. Counties 
showing the largest 
percentage increase in 
that time period were 
Kaufman (26.7%); 
Rockwall (25%); Ken-
dall (22.2%); and Lib-
erty (20.3%).

The U.S. Census Bu-
reau also makes annual 
population estimates, 
and TDC says differ-
ences in input data 
and methodologies 
lead to slight variations 
between the two.

DFW AREA 
PREDICTED TO 

BE HOTTEST 
REAL ESTATE 

MARKET IN 2025
A real estate trends 

study reported by the 
Texas Standard predicts 
the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area will be the  hottest 
real estate market in the 
nation for investment 
and development next 
year. The study com-
piled data from more 
than 2,000 industry ex-
perts.

“Obviously, it’s the 
really strong post-pan-
demic recovery. It’s also 
size,” Nick Wooten, 
real estate reporter for 
The Dallas Morning 
News, said. “We’ve seen 
the metro top 8 million 
people in the latest cen-
sus estimates,” he said. 
“And there’s just con-
tinued demographic 
growth. Those are the 
three big factors that 
these experts cited.”

Both sales and home 
prices are fairly flat 
in 2024, with supply 
reaching levels not seen 
in a dozen years, Woo-
ten said.

“You’re not seeing 
sales change a lot,” he 
said. “I think a lot of 
people are still sitting 
on the sidelines trying 
to figure out what’s go-
ing to happen in 2025.”

RECORD 
NUMBER OF 

TEXAS HORNED 
LIZARDS 

RELEASED TO 
THE WILD

The state reptile, 
the Texas horned liz-
ard, has been listed as 

a threatened species 
since 1977. The Hous-
ton Chronicle reports 
that thanks to captive 
breeding efforts to 
populate the wild with 
the iconic critter, more 
than 600 hatchlings 
were recently released 
to the Mason Moun-
tain Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in Central 
Texas in cooperation 
with the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment.

The lizards are pop-
ularly referred to as 
horny toads. Their 
population decline 
is blamed on the pet 
trade, wild habitat 
loss, and the spread 
of invasive fire ants. 
The Texas horned liz-
ard was designated 
as the state reptile in 
1993. Their range 
takes them across 
the state’s borders to 
northern Mexico and 
throughout much of 
Texas, Oklahoma, 
Kansas and New Mex-
ico. The hatchlings, 
about three-fourths 
of an inch in length, 
can reach as much as 
7 inches in length at 
maturity.

Gary Borders is a vet-
eran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He 
published a number 
of community newspa-
pers in Texas during a 
30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdo-
ches, Lufkin and Ce-
dar Park. Email: gbor-
ders@texaspress.com

Capital Highlights
GOP win raises stakes for Cornyn’s leadership bid

Gary Borders
Texas Press Association

WHISKEY RIDGE FROM PG.  1

Cocina, Bulevar and 
J Carvers. Signature 
menu items include a 
Chicken Fried Ribeye 
made with hand-cut 
aged R-C Ranch wa-
gyu and topped with 
scratch-made gravy; 
Braised Beef Short Rib 
with jalapeño cheese 
grits finished with a 
molasses guajillo glaze; 
and a Double Trouble 
Wagyu Burger with 
double wagyu pat-
ties, American cheese, 
applewood smoked 
bacon, sweet onion, 
bread & butter pickles 
and a horseradish di-
jonaise. For those seek-
ing lighter fare, the res-
taurant will offer fresh 
salads and an impres-
sive selection of Gulf 
Coast seafood dishes, 
including broiled oys-
ters and various chilled 
and raw bar items like 
Yellowfin Tuna Tartare 
Tostadas and Jumbo 
Gulf Shrimp Cocktail. 

The restaurant's ex-
tensive beverage pro-
gram, led by industry 
veteran Jimmy Joe 
Zumwalt who brings 
over 35 years of expe-

rience to the role, fea-
tures rare bourbons, 
small-batch whiskeys 
and creative cocktails 
highlighting Texas 
spirits such as a Frozen 
Old Fashioned (Still 
Austin bourbon, An-
gostura bitters, black 
cherry) and the Ridge 
Over Troubled Waters 
(High West double rye 
whiskey, Grand Mar-
nier, Averna Amaro, 
Foro Rosso Vermouth 
Di Torino, bitters, 
coffee). Other Texas-
centric cocktails sure 
to become favorites 
include the Hill Coun-
try Hospitality with 
Socorro Reposado 
tequila, prickly pear, 
Jalisco 1562 Orange 
Liqueur, pineapple 
and lime, and the re-
freshing Front Porch 
Spritz with Aperol, 21 
Seeds Valencia Orange 
Tequila, orange juice 
and prosecco. 

The restaurant's de-
sign embraces its Hill 
Country setting with 
an open-concept lay-
out that seamlessly 
blends indoor and out-
door spaces. Local ma-

terials, including Texas 
limestone and custom 
Swift River pecan 
wood tables, comple-
ment the space's Tex-
as-centric artwork and 
hand-painted murals. 
A sweeping covered 
porch offers panoram-
ic views of the sur-
rounding landscape, 
creating an ideal set-
ting for sunset dining.

Private dining op-
tions include The 
Ranger Room, which 
accommodates up to 
40 guests for a seated 
dinner, and up to 70 
guests for a cocktail-
style reception, perfect 
for special occasions 
and corporate gather-
ings.

Whiskey Ridge will 
be open for dinner ser-
vice from 3 PM to 11 
PM seven days a week. 
They will be announc-
ing lunch and weekend 
brunch hours soon. 
For more information 
about Whiskey Ridge, 
please visit whiskey-
ridgetx.com or follow 
them on social media 
@WhiskeyRidgeDrift-
wood.

SERVICE FROM PG.  1

houses and trauma re-
sponse units. Each dog 
undergoes extensive 
training to perform 
tasks tailored to the 
specific needs of their 
handler, such as alert-
ing to sounds, retriev-
ing items, or providing 
physical support.

Prospective clients 
must be Texas residents 
and are required to at-
tend training sessions 
at the organization's 
Dripping Springs 
campus. While Ser-
vice Dogs, Inc. covers 
the cost of the dogs 
and lifetime follow-
up services, clients are 
responsible for travel 
and lodging expenses 
during the training pe-
riod, as well as ongo-
ing care costs for their 
service dog.

Changing human 
lives for the better
After losing his be-

loved wife, Betty, to 
cancer four years ago, 
U.S. Marine veter-
an Rhea Hambright 
found life on his fam-
ily farm to be challeng-
ing. Daily tasks were 
nearly impossible to 
do on his own. He was 
lonely, frustrated and 
for the first time in his 
life, didn’t know how 
to fix things. A friend 
suggested Rhea get a 
Service Dog. Then ev-
erything changed.

Rhea got in touch 
with SDI and applied 
for a dog. SDI accept-
ed him. A few months 
later, Rhea traveled 
to the SDI campus to 
meet several potential 
dog matches. The first 
dog he met was Bea-

trice. The connection 
was intense and in-
stantaneous. Rhea calls 
it one of the greatest 
moments of his life.

Now, with Beatrice 
at his side, Rhea is 
back in the driver’s seat 
in life. Beatrice fetches 
bottled water from the 
fridge, helps with laun-
dry, opens doors, picks 
up dropped items, re-
trieves medication, 
and helps Rhea to tug 
off clothing at night.

But the biggest thing 
Rhea has found with 
Beatrice? The compa-
ny. Beatrice is his best 
friend, a constant pres-
ence, and provides joy 
when things are tough. 
She has motivated 
Rhea to start travel-
ing again, visiting new 
places and seeing old 
friends, plus to make 
new ones when strang-
ers approach to com-
pliment Rhea on his 
beautiful Service Dog.

Although Rhea and 
Beatrice have been in-
separable for a year, 
one of the most amaz-
ing parts of their story 
happened at the very 
beginning. “When 
I first got Beatrice, I 
mentioned to one of 
the trainers that Bea-
trice is a long name for 
a dog. She replied, ‘We 
don’t call her Beatrice, 
we call her Bea.’ My 
eyes welled up and I 
was moved very deep-
ly. My wife had just 
passed and her name 
was Betty. Three guess-
es as to what I used to 
call her? That’s right - 
Bea,” Humbright said.

Service Dogs, Inc. 
is accredited by As-

sistance Dogs Inter-
national, adhering 
to high standards in 
training and client 
services. The organiza-
tion's commitment to 
excellence has garnered 
recognition, including 
awards for its founder, 
Sheri Soltes, who has 
been instrumental in 
advancing the field of 
assistance dog training 
and advocacy.

The training pro-
cess involves basic 
commands and spe-
cific tasks based on 
the dog's role, such as 
hearing alerts or mo-
bility assistance. Dogs 
are sourced from shel-
ters, with a selective 
process to ensure suit-
ability. The organiza-
tion employs positive 
reinforcement and has 
a team of four train-
ers and 11 support 
staff. They currently 
have 16 dogs in train-
ing, with plans to ex-
pand to 23. The dogs 
are trained to work in 
various public settings 
and are matched with 
clients based on com-
patibility. The orga-
nization also supports 
first responders and 
veterans with facility 
dogs.

Tailer O’Neill is 
SDI’s Director of 
Training.

“It typically takes 
about a year for us 
to start the match-
ing process with the 
dog. With the way 
that we're going, we're 
looking to shorten 
that over time. But as 
of right now, the aver-

see service page 8

ridgetx.com
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The Kyle Police De-
partment has launched 
a new Real-Time Crime 
Center to enhance pub-
lic safety and expedite 
criminal investigations. 
Powered by Fusus, this 
initiative includes a vol-
untary camera registry, 
allowing residents and 
businesses to register 
their security cameras to 
assist in crime-solving. 

By registering, camera 
owners can help reduce 
the need for door-to-
door canvassing cur-
rently conducted by 
patrol officers and de-
tectives. This system en-
ables police to quickly 
identify potential video 
evidence and contact 
owners if footage is 
needed. 

All registrant infor-
mation remains con-
fidential and is used 

solely for criminal in-
vestigations. “Building 
a partnership between 
our residents and police 
is key to public safety,” 
said Jeff Barnett, chief 
of police in Kyle. “We 
encourage all security 
camera owners to par-
ticipate.” Additionally, 
residents can upgrade 
their systems to share 
live video feeds with the 
police during emergen-
cies, enhancing safety 
while preserving pri-
vacy. 

The platform also 
includes a multimedia 
tips option for report-
ing suspicious activity. 
To register your camera 
or upload video, visit 
connectkyle.org. The 
Kyle Police Depart-
ment is located in the 
Public Safety Center at 
1700 Kohlers Crossing. 
For more information, 
please visit cityofkyle.
com/police.

Staff Reports

Kyle Police Department launches 
real-time crime center program

Hays County Crim-
inal District Attorney 
Kelly Higgins an-
nounced Nov. 7, that 
34-year-old Mark An-
thony Briones of Kyle 
was convicted of Cap-
ital Murder for the 
June 2022 murder of 
infant Annalyne Frid-
ley Benavides. 

Judge Bruce Boyer 
then sentenced Brio-
nes to prison for life 
without parole.

On June 20, 2022, 
Mark Anthony Brio-
nes was babysitting 
Annalyne Fridley 
Benavides, his room-
mate’s seven month 
old infant. This was 
not the first time he 
had cared for her. 
Around 5:01 p.m. 
that day, Annalyne 

was rushed to Seton 
Hospital because she 
wasn’t breathing and 
had no pulse.

Doctors observed 
severe bruising all 
over her body. She was 
then life flighted to 
Dell Children's hospi-
tal where she was later 
pronounced brain 
dead. The defendant 
stated that Annalyne 
had been acting nor-
mal until she fell off 
his 12 inch trundle 
bed and became life-
less. 

His story wasn’t 
consistent with the 
copious amounts of 
medical evidence that 
showed she had de-
tached retinas, an-
oxic brain injury, and 
subdural &amp; sub-
arachnoid hemorrhag-
es. Several medical ex-
perts testified that her 

injuries along with the 
bruising all over her 
body are consistent 
with being beaten to 
death.

The jury was also 
shown a photograph 
of Annalyne taken the 
morning before her 
death in which the 
infant  appeared to be 
healthy and had no 
signs of bruising. 

This case was inves-
tigated by Kyle Police 
Department Sgt. Tim 

Owens and Det. Pedro 
Carrasco, and pros-
ecuted by Assistant 
Criminal District At-
torneys Katie Arnold 
and Rebecca Lopez.

“I’d like to thank the 
witnesses that testified 
in this case, and the 
jury for their verdict. It 
was an honor to fight 
for that sweet baby 
girl and to get to tell 
her story to the jury. 
We are very grateful 
for the verdict and we 
know Annalyne would 
have been proud” said 
Katie Arnold. “We 
hope in some way that 
her family can have 
some closure knowing 
that her murderer will 
be spending the rest of 
his life in prison.” 

November 1, 2024 
would have been An-
nalyne’s third birth-
day.

Staff Reports

Mark Anthony Briones given life 
sentence of murder of infant in 2022

Honoring Our Veterans
Fourteen veterans featured below were left out of the Salute to Our Veterans section published on Sunday,

November 10th. They are included here as a continuation of our efforts to honor local veterans.

Andres G Pico, US Navy June 1974 
- Nov 1994, Vietnam Era, Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm, Fall of the 
Berlin Wall - Fall of the Soviet Union, 
and Cold War

Lewis R. Stover, US Navy 1950 - 
1954, Korea, Aviation Boatswain’s 
Mate Petty Officer

Robert M. Ruiz, United States Army 
30 years, Master Sargeant

Migel Navarro Jr, US Marines 1966 
- 1968, Vietnam, Sargeant

Ruben M. Ruiz, U.S. Air Force 4 
years, Staff Sergeant

Eric A. Mutschlechner, US Air 
Force 22 ½ years, Operation Iraqi 
Freedom & Operation Enduring 
Freedom, Master Sargeant

Gary D Gooch, Air Force 1958 
- 1960, Cold War (considered a 
Korean Vet), Captain

Thomas W. Soltau, U.S. Army 1972 
- 1974, Vietnam, Spec 4

John (Jack) Hugman, US Navy 
1945-1947, Pacific Theater/
Occupied Japan, Seaman First Class

Tom Talcott, US Air Force 23 years, 
Cold War, Lt Colonel

Patrick G. Rehmet, Army 2 ½ 
years, Vietnam, Captain,

Raymond C. Mendez, U.S. 
Army 1953-1955, Korean Conflict, 
Corporal

Robert (Bob) Tracy, U.S. Army 
Security Agency 1955 - 1958, 
Kagnew Station, Asmara, Eritrea, E-5

Travis Brown, Deputy Constable 
- Hays County Constable Pct. 3, 
United States Marine Corps 1998 - 
2004, Sergeant

MARK ANTHONY 

BRIONES

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
on Friday declared pri-
vate school voucher 
legislation his number 
one issue for the legis-
lative session beginning 
in January and called 
on Gov. Greg Abbott 
to declare it an emer-
gency item.

“School choice is 
my top policy prior-
ity,” Patrick said in a 
statement. “Thirty-two 
states, both Republican 
and Democrat, have 
enacted some form of 
school choice legisla-
tion. There is absolute-
ly no reason why Texas 
children and parents 
should be left behind.”

Patrick, who presides 
over the Texas Senate 
and exerts considerable 
influence over the leg-
islative process, has re-
served Senate Bill 2 for 
the yet-to-be-authored 
proposal, emphasizing 
the importance he’s 
placing on the mea-

sure. Senate Bill 1, he 
said, will be the state 
budget, the only bill 
the Legislature is le-
gally required to pass 
every session.

“Texans across the 
political spectrum 
agree that parents must 
have options to choose 
the school that best fits 
the needs of their child 
to ensure their success,” 
Patrick added. “Vot-
ers have spoken clearly 
during the primary and 
general elections; the 
time for school choice 
in Texas is long over-
due.”

School choice is a 
term frequently used to 
describe school vouch-
ers, programs that use 
taxpayer money to help 
pay for students’ pri-
vate schooling. During 
last year’s session, sup-
porters pushed for a 
voucher-like program 
called education sav-
ings accounts, which 
would give public 
funds directly to fami-
lies who opt out of the 

state’s public education 
system so they can pay 
for private school tu-
ition and other educa-
tion-related expenses.

Patrick called on Ab-
bott to declare school 
vouchers an emergency 
item to allow lawmak-
ers to get a head start 
on pushing the bill 
through the Legisla-
ture. By law, the Legis-
lature cannot pass any 
bills within the first 60 
days of the session un-
less the governor has 
deemed them emer-
gency items.

“If Gov. Abbott 
names school choice 
an emergency item, the 
Senate will take up and 

pass school choice in 
the early weeks of ses-
sion, instead of having 
to wait 60 days until 
March,” Patrick said.

Abbott has made 
school vouchers his top 
priority in the last two 
years and went to war 
with fellow Republi-
cans in the House who 
joined Democrats to 
block school voucher 
legislation last session. 
He successfully ousted 
many of them and re-
placed them with Re-
publicans who support 
the idea of using public 
funds to pay for educa-
tion at private schools. 
Abbott now believes 
he has 79 “hardcore 
school choice propo-
nents,” more than the 
simple majority re-
quired to pass a bill 
in the 150-member 
chamber.

Abbott’s office did 
not immediately re-
spond to a request for 
comment.

Patrick also had 
pointed words for the 

Texas House, which 
has repeatedly blocked 
school voucher bills in 
the last decade. Those 
efforts often have been 
spearheaded by Demo-
crats, who largely op-
pose the use of public 
funds to pay for pri-
vate school educations, 
and rural Republicans, 
who say the diversion 
of funds would harm 
their public schools, 
which are some of their 
districts’ top employ-
ers.

“Since 2015, the Sen-
ate has passed school 
choice five times,” Pat-
rick wrote. “It died in a 
Republican-controlled 
House each time. That 
is unacceptable and in-
excusable.”

Embattled House 
Speaker Dade Phelan, a 
fellow Republican, has 
been criticized by the 
right wing of his party 
— including Patrick — 
for not pushing harder 
for school vouchers. 
A group of 47 GOP 
House lawmakers and 

elected candidates have 
signed on to support a 
different Republican, 
Rep. David Cook of 
Mansfield, for House 
speaker, partly in re-
sponse to the failure to 
pass school vouchers.

Since last year’s ses-
sion, Phelan has re-
vamped his senior 
management team and 
tried to make amends 
with Abbott, who sup-
ported him in the gen-
eral election. Phelan 
has indicated an open-
ness to school voucher 
legislation but has not 
provided details about 
what kind of bill he 
would back. Phelan’s 
office did not imme-
diately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

Patrick’s announce-
ment Friday puts add-
ed pressure on Abbott 
and Phelan to expedite 
the passage of school 
voucher legislation. 
It also adds another 
wrinkle to Phelan’s on-
going battle to keep the 
speaker’s gavel.

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick names private school vouchers as his top legislative priority
James Barragán
The Texas Tribune

LT. GOV. DAN PATRICK

connectkyle.org
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APPLICATION HAS BEEN 
MADE WITH THE TEXAS ALCO-

HOLIC BEVERAGE COMMIS-
SION FOR A MIXED BEVERAGE 
PERMIT BY I DO BBQ LLC DBA 
PIG PEN BBQ TO BE LOCATED 
AT 300 W MAIN STREET, JOHN-
SON CITY, BLANCO COUNTY, 
TEXAS. OFFICERS OF SAID 

CORPORATION ARE WILLIAM 
WARREN AND MICHELLE MAT-

THEWS.

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a winery 

permit by Graveyard Vineyards, 
Inc. dba Graveyard Vineyards 
– Texas located at 3700 Bell 

Springs Rd, Suite 200, Dripping 
Springs, Hays County, Texas 
78620. Robert Taylor – Presi-

dent; Paula Taylor – Secretary/
Director.

Legal
Notice

Legal
Notice

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original 

Letters Testamentary for the Es-

tate of Frances Beverley Vann, De-

ceased, were issued on November 

4, 2024, in Cause No.

24-0466-P, pending in the County 

Court at Law of Hays County, Tex-

as, to: William Sion Robson IV.

All persons having claims against 

this

Estate which is currently being ad-

ministered are required to present 

them to the undersigned within the 

time and in the manner prescribed 

by law.

c/o: Joseph J. Malone

Attorney at Law

Stevens & Malone, PLLC

P.O. Box 727

Wimberley, Texas 78676

DATED the 8th day of November 

2024.

/s/Joseph J. Malone

Joseph J. Malone

State Bar No.: 24050982

STEVENS & MALONE, PLLC

P.O. Box 727

Wimberley, Texas 78676

Telephone: (512) 847-9277

Facsimile: (512) 847-5131

E-mail: service@stevensmalo-

nelaw.com

CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS

PUBLIC NOTICE OF ORDI-

NANCE 2024-37

AMENDING THE PARKS & 

COMMUNITY SERVICES MAS-

TER FEE SCHEDULE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

APPENDIX A: ARTICLE A1.000 

(GENERAL PROVISIONS) OF 

THE DRIPPING SPRINGS CODE 

OF ORDINANCES; AMENDING 

THE DRIPPING SPRINGS FEE 

SCHEDULE SECTION 9: PARKS 

& RECREATION; SECTION 15: 

FARMERS MARKET; SECTION 

17: DRIPPING SPRINGS RANCH 

PARK FEES; SECTION 18: FEE 

DISCOUNTS AND WAIVERS; RE-

PEALER, SEVERABILITY; PUBLI-

CATION; EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 

PROPER NOTICE AND MEET-

ING.

Public 
Notice

Public 
Notice

Public 
Notice

Public 
Notice

Public 
Notice

Public 
Notice

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS, 

TEXAS TREE SERVICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the 

City of Dripping Springs is solicit-

ing Bids for Tree Maintenance and 

Removal Services.

REQUEST FOR BIDS: “Tree Ser-

vices”

Contractor shall provide all nec-

essary labor, material, and equip-

ment to provide tree maintenance 

and removal services for the City 

of Dripping Springs starting on 

or about December 6, 2024, and 

ending on or about September 30, 

2025, and subsequent renewal pe-

riods in strict accordance with the 

terms, conditions, and provisions 

of this solicitation.

Sealed bids addressed to the City 

of Dripping Springs, 661 West 

Highway 290, Dripping Springs, 

Texas, 78620, will be received 

from Contractors interested in pro-

viding tree maintenance and re-

moval services as specified by the 
City of Dripping Springs, Texas for 

a NON-EXCLUSIVE CONTRACT 

DURATION OF ONE (1) YEAR, 

WITH THE OPTION TO RENEW 

FOR TWO (2) ADDITIONAL ONE 

(1) YEAR PERIODS.

THE AGREEMENT SHALL BE A 

NON-TRANSFERABLE AGREE-

MENT.

Contract awards for the tree main-

tenance and removal services will 

be made to the lowest, respon-

sive, responsible bidder. The low-

est and best value bids are those, 

which result in the lowest cost to 

the City of Dripping Springs for the 

complete tree maintenance and 

removal services program to be 

performed by a qualified bidder. 
The City reserves the right to reject 

any and all bids and to waive any 

and all irregularities.

NO PRE-SUBMITTAL CONFER-

ENCE: A pre-submittal conference 

will not be held.

Sealed Bids, must be submitted 

in one (1) original, (2) copies, and 

one (1) electronic copy (in PDF 

format) on flash drive and shall be 
delivered to:

City of Dripping Springs

City Administrator

661 West Highway 290

Dripping Springs TX 78620

Bids must be submitted by 10:00 

AM on Friday, November 22, 2024, 

at which time bids will be publicly 

opened and read. Bids received 

after the opening date and time will 

not be considered.

Requests for Proposal Packet is 

available at https://www.cityofdrip-

pingsprings.com/requestforbids.

Should this solicitation fail to con-

tain sufficient information in order 
for interested contractors to ob-

tain a clear understanding of the 

services required by the City, or 

should it appear that the instruc-

tions outlined in the solicitation are 

not clear or are contradictory, any 

interested contractor may in writing 

request clarification from Michelle 
Fischer, City Administrator, no lat-

er than November 18, 2024 prior 

to the required time and date for 

sealed bid proposal submission. 

The interested contractor shall 

email a copy of the written clarifica-

tion request to the City Administra-

tor, Michelle Fischer, at mfischer@
cityofdrippingsprings.com. Written 

requests from interested firms and 

NO. 24-0466-P

IN THE ESTATE OF

FRANCES BEVERLEY VANN,

DECEASED

§

IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW

OF

HAYS COUNTY, TEXAS

written responses by the City will 

be provided to all Applicants. This 

is the only permissible contact with 

the City regarding this bid process 

until the bids are opened and the 

Applicant is contacted by the City.

nelaw.com
pingsprings.com/requestforbids
cityofdrippingsprings.com
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louisnesbyairandheat.com
wimberleyelectricians.com
ogdenstreeservice.com
redgrizzlyelectric.com
www.kleenwindows99.com
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SERVICE FROM PG.  4

age time on campus is 
a year once the dog is 
matched, and we do 
the kind of interface 
of the client's training 
with the dog. The dog 
will then move in with 
the client. We visit 
them weekly for three 
to four months, and 
then we still see them 
yearly after that, so we 
keep up with not only 
the dog campus, all 
of our graduates still 
are in that transition,” 
O’Neill said.

Even when all the 
ingredients come to-
gether to find a dog 
with the right tem-
perament, intelligence 
and trainability, fol-
lowed by hours, days 
and months of train-
ing, life can sometimes 
throw the perfect plan 
a curve ball.

That is what hap-

Tailer O’Neill and Jeep. Tailer is the director of training for Service 

Dogs Inc. Jeep was rescued by SDI from a shelter after being 

found as a stray. With the perfect temperament, and his training 

underway, Jeep was diagnosed with kidney cancer in 2023 and 

instead of placing him with a client, he was promoted to Mascot 

and Demonstration Dog for SDI. He enjoys a purposeful and 

comfortable life with his adoptive parent, Tailer.

PHOTO SDI

Sheri Soltes and Daisy. Soltes founded Service Dogs, Inc. in 1988 on the concept of using dogs 

rescued from animal shelters. An honors graduate from both the University of Texas School of Law 

and the University of Texas Plan II Honors undergraduate program, she left her law practice to 

devote her full time to building Service Dogs, Inc. Under her guidance, Service Dogs, Inc. has led the 

industry in combining the use of all rescue dogs with positive reinforcement training methodology.

PHOTO SDI

Izzy Harris working with Jeep in the training room at Service Dogs Inc. Trainers like Izzy use positive 

reinforcement and real-world scenarios to train a service dog. Once dogs are comfortable with 

their task expectations, the training moves to activities off campus. It is not uncommon to see an 

SDI trainer and their trainee in a store around Dripping Springs.

PHOTO KEN VARGAS

pened to Jeep who 
after making tremen-
dous progress in SDI’s 
training program, was 
diagnosed in Dec. 
2023, with kidney 
disease as a result of 
an untreated infec-
tion from his former 
life as a stray. With a 
prognosis of just 2 to 
3 more years, so rather 
than place Jeep for a 
short time with a cli-
ent,  Tailer adopted 
him. Now, he lives a 
comfortable and pur-
poseful life, working as 
a demonstration train-
ing dog with SDI.

O’Neill joined the 
nonprofit in 2023 
and describes it as his 
‘dream job,” and his 
body language lights 
up when he talks 
about the work SDI 
does. His love of train-
ing dogs inspired him 
to apprentice with an 
animal behaviorist and 
he strongly adheres to 
the positive reinforce-
ment approach to 
training. His passion 
for animal advocacy 
and helping people is 
why he does this work, 
overseeing the cam-
pus training program, 
shelter dog evaluations 
and associate trainer 
development.

SDI also provides 
trained dogs to help 
first responders.

“Our first respond-
er dogs have gone to 
work alongside a peer 
counselor with an or-
ganization called Blue-
bonnet Trails Com-
munity Services. They 
do services for veterans 
and law enforcement 
in eight underserved 
counties in Texas. So 
they will either speak 
to a class of police of-
ficers or have one-on-
one counseling with a 
vet who's having a real-
ly tough time, whether 
it's two in the morn-
ing or meeting for cof-
fee on a park bench. 
And the dog has re-
ally helped folks open 
up and a lot of these 
stories they don't tell 
because they're very 
personal to the patient 
in themselves, but 
the dogs that are with 

some of these folks 
have also gone when 
they've had another 
community's had a 
catastrophic event, 
like a mass shooting. 
Our dogs and those 
teams have gone to El 
Paso, to Uvalde, to Al-
len, Texas, where there 
have been a lot of first 
responders from dif-
ferent organizations 
working together, and 
the dogs have helped 
facilitate that too, and 
it's very rewarding to 
see that,” Soltes said.

When asked how 
the public can help, 
Soltes said “For one, 
donations. Two, we 
really welcome people 
that would like to be a 
foster family for a dog. 
It helps if they don't 
currently have a dog, 
but if they love dogs, 
so they could just dip 
their toe in and take a 
dog home for a week-
end, be the fun uncle 
or aunt, and then 
bring the dog back on 
Monday morning, and 
you can fill out that 
foster application on 
our website under the 
volunteer tab.”

Volunteers can assist 
at the training center 
or serve as weekend 
fosters for service dogs 
in training, providing 
essential socialization 
and care. Addition-
ally, Service Dogs, 
Inc. hosts events such 
as the annual Mighty 
Texas Dog Walk, the 
organization's key fun-
draiser that brings to-
gether dog enthusiasts 
to support the organi-
zation's mission.

Soltes also said dog 
lovers can join SDI 
this Saturday in their 
premier fundraising 
event at Camp Mabry.

Mighty Texas Dog 
Walk & Expo

Service Dog Inc.'s 
largest annual fund-
raiser, the Mighty Tex-
as Dog Walk & Expo, 
is set for this Saturday, 
Nov. 16, at Camp 
Mabry in Austin.

Founder Sheri Soltes 
hopes this year's dog 
walk will set a new 
world record for the 

largest pajama party 
with dogs. "IKEA just 
set a new record with 
2,052 employees in 
pajamas," Soltes said. 
"But that wasn’t with 
dogs. Austin is the No. 
1 dog-friendly city in 
the country, and we’re 
going to prove it — 
again!"

She invites all dog 
lovers to support SDI’s 
mission by rolling out 
of bed, leashing up 
their dogs, and head-
ing to Camp Mabry. 
After a 1-mile stroll, 
attendees and their 
dogs can enjoy treats, 
giveaways from fam-
ily-friendly sponsors, 
canine agility and 
"sniffari" courses, and 
the chance to compete 
for a giant gold trophy 
in the costume con-
test.

Proceeds benefit Ser-
vice Dog Inc., which 
adopts dogs from Tex-
as shelters and trains 
them as service dogs 
free of charge.

“A service dog can 
be life-changing,” said 
Austin Meredith, an 
SDI client. “My ser-
vice dog, Peaches, mo-
tivated me to move out 
on my own after I was 
injured, go to college, 
and this past May, I 
started my dream job 
at NASA. SDI provid-
ed my service dog free 
of charge, which made 
all the difference.”

The Mighty Texas 
Dog Walk has previ-
ously set records for 
most dogs walked, 
biggest cake for dogs, 
biggest fur ball, and 
last year's largest dog 
bowl.

Soltes encourages all 
to join the fun. The 
expo grounds open at 
9 a.m., with the walk 
starting at 10 a.m. The 
event continues until 
5 p.m., featuring ven-
dors, exhibits, and live 
music. For more infor-
mation, visit mighty-
texasdogwalk.org.

Those who cannot 
attend can still sup-
port SDI’s mission to 
provide service dogs 
for Texans in need. To 
donate or learn more, 
visit servicedogs.org.

kwvh.org
texasdogwalk.org
servicedogs.org
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Community Calendar
Dripping Springs
Farmers Market
November 13 & 20
Wednesdays
3 - 6 p.m.
Local producers offer produce, 
meats, and artisanal foods for pur-
chase along with flowers, plants and 
hand-made crafts. Dripping Springs 
Ranch Park • 1042 Event Center 
Dr. • Dripping Springs, TX 78620.

Art Market at the Triangle
December 14
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Local artists selling a variety of art 
on Mercer Street. Sponsored by the 
Dripping Springs Art League and the 
Dripping Springs Parks & Commu-
nity Services. Veterans Park • 140 
E. Mercer St. • Dripping Springs, 
TX 78620

Pound House Farmstead 
Community Mondays
November 18
8 - 11 a.m.
Every Monday Sept. 16-Nov. 18, 
2024, from 8am until 11am, Come 
walk, sit, play, read and just enjoy 
the peaceful and beautiful historic 
farmstead grounds. Tours are not 
available during this time. It's a great 
place for friends and family. Pound 
House Farmstead • 419B Founders 
Park Road • Dripping Springs, TX 
78620

Dripping Springs
Women's Club
Sip & Shop Holiday
Art Market
November 20
11:30  a.m. - 1 p.m.
Come enjoy lunch and shop for 
the holidays with our 28 vendors. 
Ticketed event. $27 for members; 
$32 for guests. Visit dswomensclub.
com/event to order by Nov. 17 • 
Dripping Springs Distilling • 5330 
Bell Springs Rd • Dripping Springs, 
TX 78620

Holiday Art Market
November 23
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Holiday Art Market with great ven-
dors, good music and drink. Jester 
King Brewery • 13126 Fitzhugh Rd. 
• Austin, TX 78736

Kids Fun Fall Fest
November 24
Noon - 7 p.m.
Our biggest event of the year for 
kids is right around the corner! Grab 
the family and join us out at Dream-
land for our Fun Fall Fest! Petting 
Zoo, Face Painting, Pony Rides, 
Bounce House and live music. Tick-
ets: $20.eventbrite.com/e/kids-fun-
fall-fest-tickets-1077623734599. 
Dreamland USA • 2770 E HWY 
290 • Dripping Springs, TX 78620

“Wombania is about a family of Wombies who move in with their human relative and take over his home and his life. An all-ages comic, Wombonia is 
a unique look at life, relationships, food, and technology, and how we struggle to cope with the fast-paced, ever-changing world in which we live.”

Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books at QuillDriverBooks.com

ACROSS

 1  Empty spaces

  5 ICU attendants

  8 Arm, e.g.

 12 Volumes you can 

hear?

 15 "Got it"

 16 "It's not for me, but 

enjoy"

 18 December 24 or 31

 19 Discount German 

grocer

 20 Use as a bed

 21 Operates, as a booth

 23 A solitaire window 

may be minimized 

when one walks by

 25 Dope, say

 26 Casual tops

 28 ___ de plume

 30 Tried to avoid a tag, 

perhaps

 32 U.S. territory whose 

capital is Hagatna

 33 Temple text

 35 No longer damp

 36 Drop-off location for 

many ships?

 39 Feasted

 40 Highest score from a 

single dart throw

 41 Sextet on the feet of 

27-Down

 42 Like, a huge amount

 44 Uninspiring

 45 ___-up frustration

 46 Altar 

pronouncements

 48 Blood bank fluids

 50 Fairy-tale beast

 53 Jazz pianist Bill

 55 Period in office

 57 Acorn, one day

 58 "Paying 

attention?"

 61 5,280 feet

 62 They aren't 

generic

 63 War vet's 

condition, perhaps

 64 ___-friendly 

(like some hotels)

 65 Waffle brand

DOWN

  1 Tropical fruit

  2 "Don Quixote" 

and "The Hobbit," 

for two

  3 Slapstick projectile

  4 Guest's crash pad

  5 Musical piece that's 

an anagram of 

"donor"

  6 "Can we talk about 

this later?!"

  7 Glide downhill like 

Corinne Suter

  8 Soda bottle units

  9 "Time for me to 

leave"

 10 Movie whose 

antagonists wear 

pink on Wednesdays

 11 Racetrack transaction

 12 (Clears throat)

 13 Light fixture inserts

 14 Mo. city whose MLS 

team debuted in 

2023

 17 Found a spot while a 

seeker counted

 22 Line on pants

 24 "My bad ..."

 27 Flightless birds with 

green eggs

 29 R&B singer Ella

 31 Skittle's color source

 32 "Oh, quit your 

complaining!"

 

33 April 

payments

 34 Not fancy at all?

 36 Mammal with a 

vampire variety

 37 Take a ___ view of

 38 Toddler's taboo

 43 Moved side to side

 45 Second Medicare 

section

 47 ___-Caps (candy)

 49 Change back to zero

 51 Total stranger, 

informally

 52 Heart readings, for 

short

 54 Domain of the Incan 

god Inti or the Greek 

god Helios

 56 Trifling

 58 Electric bassist's 

booster

 59 Track meet unit

 60 Remind and remind
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Vintage Market
December 6-8
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Vintage market is a shopping experi-
ence in time for your holiday gift-giv-
ing season. Live music, and food and 
drinks. Dripping Springs Ranch Park 
• 1042 Event Center Dr. • Dripping 
Springs, TX 78620. 

Caliterra Hill Country
Holiday Bazaar
December 14-15
11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Grab your friends and shopping lists 
for this fun shopping experience. Local 
artists and vendors, live music, food 
& drink. Caliterra Community Hall 
• 505 Wynnpage Dr. • Dripping 
Springs, TX 78620. (Next to LeMuse 
coffee shop) 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
AND EDUCATION

City of Dripping Springs
Public Meetings
The City of Dripping Springs welcomes 
residents and others doing business 
with the city to attend any of the public 
meetings below. Streaming option and 
meeting packets at: cityofdripping-
springs.com. Meetings are held at City 
Hall Council Chambers • 511 Mercer 
St. • Dripping Springs, TX 78620.

November 13 • 11 a.m.
DSRP Board of Directors Meeting 
(meets at Ranch Park Event Center)

November 18 • 3:30 p.m.
Transportation Committee 
Meeting

November 19 • 6 p.m.
City Council Regular Meeting

Hays County
Commissioners Court
Regular Meeting
November 19• 9 a.m.
This is a regular meeting of the Hays 
County Commissioners Court, the 
governing body of the county. This 
group of elected officials and staff 
oversees the functions and budget 
for all county-related business. Hays 
County Historic Courthouse • 111 
E. San Antonio St. • San Marcos, 
Texas. Streaming option available at 
hayscountytx.com

DRIPPING SPRINGS
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

Dripping Springs
Board of Trustees
Monthly Meeting
November 18 • 6 p.m.
Live meeting of the DSISD Board of 
Trustees which sets policy, agenda 
and strategic planning for the Drip-
ping Springs school district. Agendas 
and live streaming option available 
at dsisdtx.us. Live meeting at the Cen-
ter for Learning & Leadership • 300 
Sportsplex Dr. • Dripping Springs, 
TX 78620.

Universal Crossword

How to Foster/Adopt a 
Lizzy's Animal Hospice Pup

Lizzy's desperately needs foster families and forever families 
for their sweet pups.  Lizzy's is a 501c3 non-profit elder care / 
hospice for dogs 10+ years, large and small - most of which are 
healthy.  Lizzy's also has healthy pups under 10 years. Please 
go to lizzyshospice.com/adopt-or-foster and click on the Apply 
Here button to submit an application.  Lizzy's is quick to process 
applications and to respond to emails.  Email lizzyshospice@
gmail.com with any questions.

PETS OF THE WEEK

Diva
Age: 10 mos.
Female
Retriever mix
Meet Diva! This 10-month-old 
sweetheart is a Retriever and Chesa-
peake Bay mix (we think!) weighing 
about 43 lbs. She’s a total lovebug 
and natural snuggler who’s sure 
to steal your heart. Give her a few 
scratches and belly rubs, and she’ll 
melt right into your lap! Diva is 
playful and loves the outdoors—
she’s a pro at fetch, enjoys a good 
run, and never misses a chance to 
splash in the water. She gets along well with other dogs and has expe-
rience living with them, especially those who love to play as much as 
she does! On leash, she’s a great walking companion, staying right by 
your side. Highly intelligent and food-motivated, Diva makes train-
ing a breeze. Whether she's learning a new trick or just hanging out, 
she loves being close to her people, always curious to see what you’re 
up to. Diva would make a wonderful addition to any family ready for 
an active, affectionate, and smart companion. Come meet this sweet 
girl and see if she’s the perfect match for you! Diva is awaiting her 
adoption at the PAWS animal shelter in Hays county. To adopt Diva 
or another dog looking for adoption, visit pawsshelter.org/adopt.

Jezzi
11 years old
Female
Maltese mix
Hi! I’m Jezzi, and I absolutely love 
my name! It suits my sparkly per-
sonality perfectly. I’m a happy 11 
year young lady, and I’ve just had 
a fabulous groom that makes me 
feel amazing. I may have lost my 
last few teeth during a dental visit, 
but I feel so much better now and 
can snack down on canned food 
very fast! I’m looking for my forever 
family, preferably one with other small dogs. I love hanging out with 
them, even if I’m not the playful type. I’m not sure how to walk on a 
leash yet, but I’d love to learn. It sounds fun, and I’m pretty good at 
picking up new things and I like a challenge. While I might not be a 
cuddle pup, I do have a lot of love to give, and I’ll definitely let you 
know when I have something important to say! If you’re looking for a 
sweet, confident companion, I’m your girl! Please visit LizzysHospice.
com or email us at LizzysHospice@gmail.com if you have any ques-
tions or would like to fill out an application.

Looloo
12 years old
Female
Dachshund
Hi, I’m a shy but sweet girl who 
warms up fast once I get to know 
you. I get along with other dogs, 
but I like to eat by myself so I don’t 
have to share my food. It makes me 
happy to have my meals in peace. I 
love treats, and I’m very gentle tak-
ing them even when other pups are 
nearby. I enjoy following my people 
around and I feel safest when I’m 
being held and cuddled. I also love when you talk to me. It makes me 
feel special when I get to enjoy an intimate connection. I’m great on 
a leash and I’m a fantastic co-pilot in the car. I’m looking for a patient 
family who can help me gain confidence and feel secure again. If you 
have kids, they should be over 10, as younger ones make me nervous. 
I’m fully vaccinated and spayed, and I can’t wait to meet you! Please 
visit LizzysHospice.com or email us at LizzysHospice@gmail.com if 
you have any questions or would like to fill out an application.

pawsshelter.org/adopt
www.upuzzles.com
lizzyshospice.com
quilldriverbooks.com
lizzyshospice.com/adopt-or-foster
gmail.com
www.wombania.com
20.eventbrite.com
springs.com
hayscountytx.com
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On Friday, Nov. 
8, ambassadors from 
the Dripping Springs 
Chamber of Com-
merce joined Monkee’s 
of Dripping Springs for 
a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony to celebrate the 
boutique’s grand open-
ing. Afterward, visitors 
sipped champagne, 
shopped, and chatted 
with store owner Elona 
Appleby.

Monkee’s of Drip-
ping Springs is a high-
end women’s boutique, 
is owned and operated 
by Appleby, with her 
mother, Lilly Kulla, 
assisting as a buyer 
and helping manage 
inventory. The moth-
er-daughter team has 
curated a distinctive 
selection of women’s 
clothing, shoes, bags, 
and accessories.

Appleby has been in 
the fashion industry 
for a very long time 
and has been a whole-
saler of my own brand 
for the past 10 years. 
“Monkee's differs from 
everything else in the 
area. We are a high 
end boutique carrying 
some of the top quality 
brands on the market, 
she said. 

Though Monkee's is 
a franchise, each store 
has the freedom to 
source its own selec-
tion of fashion items to 

BUSINESS

Custom Western hats by hatter Derek Welborn, of Dripping 

Springs, are one of the lines that makes Monkee's unique and 

local. 

Ken Vargas
Managing Editor

sell to its clients.
“When I go to the 

showrooms and mar-
kets to curate for the 
shop I focus on small 
boutique brands with 
a few of the bigger fa-
vorite brands. I shop 
for all the ladies in our 
community, from the 
high school girl headed 
to prom, to the young 
mom, to the more ma-
ture ladies, Appleby 
said. 

At the event, Derek 
Welborn operated a 
pop-up hatter's station 
near the front of the 

store, showcasing his 
collection of custom-
made Western hats. 
Appleby said finding 
unique and local cre-
ators is one of the ad-
vantages of a curated 
boutique. While Wel-
born won’t be at the 
store except for special 
events, his custom hats 
and selection of bands 
will be.

“Being a big time 
supporter of local art-
ists, I reached out to 
Derek after I saw his 
work and appreciated 
the fact that he makes 

his hats from scratch. 
I wanted to bring him 
in and share this op-
portunity of exposure 
with him and let the 
community see him in 
action,” Appleby said. 

“I have had the privi-
lege of calling Dripping 
Springs home for the 
past five years. I have 
seen it go from a quiet 
little town to a thriv-
ing community. When 
I started @exploredstx 
as a way to promote lo-
cal businesses I realized 
what was truly lack-
ing was a nice store for 

women like myself to 
go shopping at, to be 
able to find a nice gift 
for your mother, sister, 
friend, without having 
to drive 45 minutes 
away,” Elona added. 

Monkee's is located 
at 136 Drifting Wind 
Run, Ste. 121, in the 
same shopping center 
as Garbo’s and Drip 
Dental. Store hours 
are Monday through 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. For more in-
formation, visit mon-
keesofdrippingsprings.
com.

Lilly Kulla and Elona Appleby are the mother-daughter duo 

that brings their fashion sense to the merchandise offered at 

Monkee's

Community Day for 
Nonprofits
November 13
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Dripping Springs Com-
munity Day is a full day 
of speakers sharing 
their expertise on non-
profit topics that affect 
your organization’s 
growth, finances and 
governance. Designed 
exclusively for nonprofit 
board members, staff 
and volunteers. $50 fee 
if registered by Nov 8. 
$60 after that deadline. 
Contact the Dripping 
Springs Chamber of 
Commerce at 512-858-
7000 or email info@
dstxchamber.com.
Deep Eddy Vodka Tast-
ing Room • 2250 E. 
HWY 290 • Dripping 
Springs, TX 78620

Franchise Expo 
November 14 & 15
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Meet with 125 of the 
hottest franchise brands 
at every investment level 
and industry. Several 
workshops and seminars 
offered. FREE admission. 
Go to franchiseexpo.
com/austin for more 
information and to 
register. Austin Hotel • 
9721 Arboretum Blvd. •  
Austin, TX 78759

Texas Hills
Financial Group
Ribbon Cutting
November 15 • 
Noon
Join us for a ribbon cut-
ting and grand opening 
of the new office for our 
friends at Texas Hills Fi-
nancial Group. Come on 
out and help us welcome 
them into the community. 
12400 HWY 290, Bldg.5 
Ste 410 • Austin, TX 
78737

Rotary Club of
Dripping Springs
Regular Meeting
November 20 • 
Noon
From the earliest days of 
the organization Rotar-
ians have been con-
cerned with promoting 
high ethical standards in 
their professional lives 
and serving the commu-
nity. Come visit to learn 
more. 
Flores Mexican Restau-
rant • 2440 E HWY 
290 • Dripping Springs 
TX 78620

Chamber of Com-
merce
Monthly Luncheon
November 20 • 
11:30 a.m.
Monthly luncheon 
meeting of the Dripping 
Springs Chamber of 
Commerce. This month is 
the Holiday Door Prize 
Palooza! (Chamber 
Members: Bring a door 
prize item and when it's 
time to draw for your 
prize, you'll have time 
to speak about your 
business). $30/$40 
(Member/Guest) 
paid by 11/15 at 4 
p.m.$35/$45 (Mem-
ber/Guest) paid after 
11/15 or at the door if 
available. Deep Eddy 
Vodka Tasting Room • 
2250 E. HWY 290 • 
Dripping Springs , TX 
78620

Have a business net-
working meeting or event 
to share? Send your 
listing in 50 words or less 
to dscenturynews@gmail.
com using the subject 
line "Business Calendar 
Notice" at least 10 days 
before your event date.

Business Calendar 

of Events

Monkee's, a fashion boutique, opens 
new store in Dripping Springs

Monkee's, a women’s fashion boutique, held its grand opening Friday, Nov. 8. Ambassadors and friends joined store owner Elona Appleby and her mom Lilly Kulla for a 

ribbon cutting ceremony. The store is located AT 136 Drifting Way Run in the same shopping center as Garbos restaurant and Drip Dental.

PHOTOS KEN VARGAS

dstxchamber.com
bodyinsightllc.com
ssbtexas.com


 

ball 75 yards in 17 
plays to score from 
the four and use up 7 
minutes of play. The 
Tigers took the ball 
from their 25 and had 
a promising drive un-
til a fumble stopped it 
at the 48. The Tigers 
avoided another score 
when the defense held 
at the 30 and took the 
punt at the 12.

On the first play of 
the second quarter the 
DS QB tried to throw 
the ball away amid a 
huge rush and it found 
its way into Chaparral 
hands at the 21. The 
Tiger defense stiffened 
again at the one and 

Westlake faked a field 
goal and scored from 
the three. 14-0. Un-
daunted, the Tigers 
set off on their own 
75 drive in nine plays 
to score on a Mad-
dox Maher 10 pass to 
Merrik Bloomgren. 
Aidan Burgess toed the 
EP. Back in the game. 
7-14.

Westlake returned 
the KO 33 yards to set 
themselves up at the 
DS 47. Ten plays later 
they would score from 
the one with 1.11 re-
maining. The Tigers 
made a good effort to 
score but ran out of 
time. 21-7 at half.

Westlake moved the 
ball 89 yards in nine 
plays for the only score 
in the third. The Ti-
gers would get the ball 
on the three follow-
ing a punt and nine 
plays later scored from 
the 24 on a Maher to 
Cooper Reid pass. 14-
28. Back are the Chaps 
with a 9 play, 70 drive 
for the final score with 
7.26 remaining.

Now for the play-
offs. In the last two 
weeks of play there 
was a beneficial turn of 
events in the playoffs. 
When Austin High de-
feated Bowie it kicked 
Westlake up to D1 and 

prevented the Tigers 
having to open play at 
Vandegrift. 

Round Rock’s Mc-
Neil HS qualified in 
25-6A making Vista 
Ridge move up to D1 
and leaving the Tigers 
playing McNeil. As 
the higher seed, the Ti-
gers will host the Mc-
Neil Mavericks Friday 
night. Kickoff is 7:30.

Game stats (DS 
first): First downs 15-
22; Rushing 22-38, 
51-205; Passing 209-
178; Passes 20-34-1, 
17-20-0; Punts 4-35.7, 
2-27.5; Penalties 9-71, 
7-77; Turnovers 2-0.

Tiger stats: Rush-

ing: Jack Tyndall 15-
23; Maher 1-13; Jace-
ton Gotta 4-3, Nick 
Tyndall 1-2. Passing: 
Maher 19-32-198-
1-2TD; Mateo Perez 
1-2-11. Receiving: 
8-96 TD, N. Tyn-
dall 5-24, Bloomgren 
3-27 TD, J. Tyndall 
2-50, Liam Lawson 
1-11, Bobby Wilkin-
son 1-1.

DS tacklers: Clive 
Wahl 8-3, Chris Gus-
tafson 4-7, Kyle Dan-
iel 4-5, Cash Brunson 
4-5, Dylan Brasher 
3-3, Case Hubbard 
3-2, Austin Olivas 
3-1, Malakai Igharo 
2-1.
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It was a most unex-
pected occurrence for 
the Dripping Springs 
Lady Tigers volleyball 
team. Ranked No. 1 
in the state and carry-
ing a 46-2 record into 
the Area game with 
San Antonio Harlan 
and having beaten 
this team before, it 
appeared like another 
easy win with a first set 
25-12 recorded. How-
ever, the Harlan team, 
who had stopped the 
Lady Tigers at re-
gionals last year had 

other ideas. When the 
scoring format was 
changed to best of five 
and someone gets a 
point each serve good 
teams are seldom out 
of the running in each 
set. Harlan would 
come back to take the 
next three 15-25, 23-
25, 22-25. Also, one 
understands that polls 
are worthless, only the 
final finish counts. 
Although extremely 
disappointing, it is 
a given the program 
will produce another 
top-notch team to 
compete strongly for 
all the marbles next 
year.

In the Bi-district 
matchup with Vista 
Ridge, the Lady Tigers 
took care of business 
by easily outscoring 
them in three 25-23, 
25-15, 25-13.

VR game stats: Kills 
(40): Henley Ander-
son 16, Christa Wil-
burn 14; Aces (8): 
Chloe White 2, Callie 
Krueger 2; Blks (6): 
Anderson 2, Eloise 
Roffers 2; Digs (46): 
Krueger 12, Riley 
Certain 8, Lourdes 
Frontera 8; Assts (39): 
Frontera 19, Sydney 
Lund 16; Receiving 
(45): Krueger 18, An-
derson 12.

Carl Waits

Sports Reporter

SPORTS

Tigers wide receiver Merrik Bloomgren (Jr.) swarmed after catching a pass in Dripping Springs’ big game against Westlake Friday. The Chaparrals won the game 35-14 to clinch 

the district title. Both teams advanced to the Bi-District playoffs. The Tigers will host McNeil HS this Friday at Tiger Stadium. Kickoff is scheduled for 7:30 p.m.

PHOTO RONNIE ADAIR 

The final regular 
season game for the 
Dripping Springs Ti-
gers was against the 
district champion 
Westlake Chapar-
rals. Both teams had 
clinched playoff berths 
but a Tiger win would 
give them a share of the 
title. It was pretty well 
known that hill would 
be a steep climb.

Anytime you are up 
against those odds, 
the team would have 
to perform at a high 
rate of efficiency. Un-
fortunately, they were 
not able to keep away 
from the turnover ear-
ly in the game when 
it would really count. 
On top of that the 
huge and talented ath-
letes concentrated on 
blowing up the run-
ning game and mak-
ing the passing attack 
play under a harassing 
atmosphere all night. 
From the offensive 
side Westlake was sat-
isfied to grind out 
time-consuming long 
drives to eat up the 
clock and not let the 
Tigers have the ball. 
They were even confi-
dent enough to go for 
it on fourth down  nu-
merous times to keep 
the drive alive. The Ti-
gers battled long and 
hard all night.

Westlake took the 
ball from the 25 af-
ter the opening kick-
off by the Tigers and 
demonstrated how it 
would be most of the 
night. They drove the 

Carl Waits

Sports Reporter Tigers fall to Westlake 35-14

Lady Tigers stunned: 
Playoff loss ends season

through family-friend-
ly entertainment. 
From the iconic tree 
lighting and winter 
markets to ice skating, 
music, holiday lights, 
and more, Hometown 
Holidays promises un-
forgettable memories 
for all.

Highlights of Drip-
ping Springs’ Home-
town Holidays in-
clude:

Western Wonder-
land – Nov. 29-Jan. 5 
at Dripping Springs 
Ranch Park: Now in 
its second year, this at-
traction features events 
and activities, a Trail of 
Lights, and more. At 
the center is the larg-
est outdoor ice-skating 
rink in Central Texas, 
perfect for skating un-
der twinkling lights. 
The rink is covered, so 

weather is never an is-
sue.

Dripping Springs 
Tree Lighting – Nov. 
30 at dusk, Veterans 
Memorial Park: The 
tree lighting will take 
place the Saturday af-
ter Thanksgiving to 
kick off the holiday 
season. A new tree, 
lights, and ornaments 
will be unveiled by 
the City of Dripping 
Springs in partnership 
with the Dripping 
Springs Lions Club.

Movie in the Park 
– Nov. 30 at Veterans 
Memorial Park: Af-
ter the tree lighting at 
dusk, attendees can 
enjoy a showing of Elf.

Stroll the Stars – 
Dec. 4 at 4 p.m., Mer-
cer Street: The city and 
the Dripping Springs 
Art League will unveil 

six giant star sculp-
tures painted by local 
artists. Each sculp-
ture reflects themes of 
the night sky, Drip-
ping Springs, and Hill 
Country beauty.

Christmas on Mer-
cer – Dec. 7, Down-
town Dripping 
Springs: The 20th an-
niversary of this be-
loved event, hosted by 
the Lions Club, will 
feature shopping, food 
vendors, Santa Claus, 
and more.

Community Events: 
The city has a Home-
town Holidays Calen-
dar of Events where 
local businesses, orga-
nizations, and venues 
can post holiday hap-
penings. For details, 
visit destinationdrip-
pingsprings.com/holi-
days.

HOLIDAY FROM PG.  1

www.scottdaves.net
www.stanberry.com
pingsprings.com/holi

