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Meghan Derion, ceramist and studio manager for the Art Garage

has been crafting handmade bowils for the Empty Bowls Project

for 10 years. This year, she worked with other artists and local

girl scouts to throw and paint 300 bowls for the event. She

volunteers her time and talent because the project is a chance to

connect with her neighbors and give back to the community. She

started making bowls for this year's event in September.
PHOTOS KEN VARGAS
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Upon entering the venue, diners first have to decide which of the
1,200 bowls speaks to you.

Camden and Jennifer Houger of Dripping Springs selected

Broccoli Cheddar and Poblano Smoked Gouda cheese soups
for their bowls. It was their first time attending the Empty Bowls
Project event.

Full hearts turn Empty Bowls into full bellies

limestone bluffs and
sprawling oaks, a wea-
ry traveler wandered
c?lown the main road.
His clothes were faded,
his boots worn thin,
and his face weathered
from many miles of

Ken Vargas
Managing Editor

More than a hun-
dred years ago, in the
town of Dripping
Springs, Texas with its

riding under the Texas
sun.

with drought taking its
toll on crops, and each

Hungry and tired, family was scraping b
he made his way to on wgat little they EacK
the town square, hop-  The townsfolk

ing for a meal. But it watched him, wary but

had been a hard year

in Dripping Springs, SEE BOWLS PAGE 3
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Grey Fox up aTree, by Mike Zarella, was one of four winning

photographs selected by a panel of judges to be featured in
the Hill Country Alliance's (HCA) 2025 Texas Hill Country
Calendar. More than 550 photos were submitted in a contest

for the calendar The popular calendars are available now at

hillcountryalliance.org]

2025 Hill Country
Alliance calendar
features photo
contest winners

Staff Reports

The Texas Hill
Country is a scenic
region known for its
diverse wildlife, clear
springs, expansive ru-
ral landscapes, historic
towns, and some of
the starriest night skies
in the country. How-
ever, rapid population
growth and increased
development put these
qualities at risk. Each
year, the Hill Countr
Alliance (HCA) hold)s’
a photo contest to en-
courage photographers

to capture the essence
of the Texas Hill
Country and inspire
preservation efforts.
This year, the 2024
Hill Country Alliance
Photo Contest attract-
ed over 550 entries,
showcasing enchant-
ing wildlife, vast fields

of wildflowers, and
other breathtakin
landscapes. A pane

of judges selected four
winning photographs,
which are featured
in HCAs 2025 Texas
Hill Country Calen-

SEE CONTEST PAGE 5

A rendering of the redesign of the Riverside and IH-35 overpass
in Austin. Last week, officials from TxDOT broke ground on the
massive construction project, Capital Express Central, of the
IH-35 corridor in Austin from US HWY 290 to SH7 I/Ben White
Blvd. The $5.6 billion project is expected to be completed in
2033.

RENDERING: TXDOT

TxDOT breaks ground
on large $5.6 billion
IH-35 Capital Express
Central project

Robert Vaughn, Sen.
Judith Zaftirini and
other partners to break
ground on the I-35
CaFital Express Cen-
tral project in Austin.
“Currently, Tx-

Staff Reports

The Texas Depart-
ment of Transporta-
tion was joined by
Texas Transportation

Innovation Treehouse creates Mario Kart

themed wheelchair costume for Austin family

Staff Reports

The Innovation
Trechouse, in partner-
ship with Flying Fish
Swim Academy and
CPATH (Cerebral Pal-
sy Awareness Transi-
tion Hope), delivered
a custom-made Mario
Kart-themed Hallow-
een costume to a fam-
ily in the greater Aus-
tin area. The costume,
provided free of charge
to the family, creates a
powered-up Trick-or-
treating experience for
their son.

“The details make
the costume come
alive,” said Margue-
rite Erickson, one of
the makers. “The large
yellow banana peel
is everyones favor-
ite.” The wheelchair
costume has glowin
blue lights, sound eé

fects, and fans inside

X

Heather Kennedy and Jess Graffunder from Innovation Treehouse (left) created and delivered a

Commission  Chair- the “thrusters” that Mario Kart-themed wheelchair costume to an Austin family (Leslie, Luke and Josiah) so Josiah could
man J. Bruce Bugg, DOT has under con- make paper flutter like participate in Halloween. Josiah won first place in his elementary school's costume contest for this
JI‘., Commissioner amazing and fully functional costume.
SEE TXDOT PAGE 5 SEE INNOVATION PAGE 5 PHOTO MARGUERITE ERICKSON
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Community Day for Nonprofits
conference set for November 13

Staff Reports

The Dripping
Springs Chamber of

Commerce and the
Dripping Springs
Community Founda-
tion will host Com-

munity Day, a daylong
conference, on Now.
13 from 8:30 a.m. to 4
p-m. at the Deep Eddy
Vodka Tasting Room,
2250 E. Highway 290.

The event is open
to nonprofit leadpers,
including board mem-
bers, staff and volun-
teers, and anyone in
Dripping Springs who
wants to know more
about board service
and the local nonprofit
sector. "If you are on
a board or are think-
ing of serving on a
board, this local event
will provide tools and
relationship-building
to make your service
more impactful,” said
Chris Marcum, presi-
dent of the Dripping
Springs Community
Foundation. "Also, if

you are an emerging
nonprofit or think-
ing of embarking on a
nonprofit journey, this
is your chance to meet
and network with oth-
ers already achieving
sector success."

More than 20 speak-
ers from the nonprofit
sector will offer in-
sights on issues facing
nonprofit ~ manage-
ment, sharing their
experiences, tips and
strategies. Topics will

include  fundraising,
board governance,
grant  applications,

nonprofitfinance, legal
issues, and donor re%a—
tions, with guidance
on finding funding
resources and building
strong donor relation-
ships. Meet 10 local
and regional funders
who provide nonprofit
funding to organiza-
tions alnd learn hoxﬁ
to a . Mayor Bi

Foulgf v?llill kicﬁ off the
day, and the keynote
speaker will be Austin
Dickson, CEO of the

Community Founda-

tion of the Texas Hill

Country.
In addition to learn-
ing from  experts,

Community Day is a
fantastic opportunity
for nonprofit leaders
to network with other
nonprofit  organiza-
tions in the commu-
nity. "Supporting the
nonprofit sector is part
of the dual mission of
the Dripping Springs
Community Founda-
tion," said Marcum.
"A strong community-
based social sector is
ever more important
as our communi
grows so rapidly."

"We are delighted
to partner with the
Chamber," said Mar-
cum. "Bringing the
business sector and the
nonprofit sector to-
gether leads to greater
creativity, bolder inno-
vation, collaboration
and a forum for work-
ing together to posi-
tively impact Drip-
ping Springs.  "The
Chamber is excited to
work with the Com-

munity  Foundation
so we may combine
our resources and ex-
pertise. Together we
aim to address some of
the challenges of local
nonprofit  organiza-
tions, enabling them
to serve their missions
more effectively," said
Susan Kimball, presi-
dent of the Dripping
Springs Chamber of
Commerce.
Admission is $50
per person. For groups
of three or more from
the same organization,
contact the Chamber
of Commerce at info@
[dstxchamber.com| for
discounted pricing,.
Coffee, regresh-
ments, and lunch will
be provided, and the
venue will feature
chairs for attendees. A
cash-bar mixer will fol-
low the conference.

To register, visit dstx-
-853-7000 durin%
i

business hours. Ema
inquiries can be sent
to info@dstxchamber.
com.

DSISD to hold two more public
meetings on new attendance zoning map

Staff Reports

After holding four
public input meet-
ings last month, the
Dripping Springs ISD

attendance zoning

committee will hold
two more community
meetings on Thurs-
day, Nov. 7, to gather
comments on two pro-
posed attendance zone
maps for the district.
District growth, the

Attendance
Zoning Meetings

Thursday,

November 7
10:00 AM and
6:00 PM

Center for Learning
& Leadership

Board Room

300 Sportsplex
Drive
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expansion of Syca-
more Springs Middle
School, and con-
struction of a new el-
ementary school have
prompted the need
to review attendance
zones ahead of the
2025-26 school year.

The two proposed
attendance zone maps
are available on the
district’s website.

Since August, the
committee and district
administrators  have
held three meetings
to develop the initial
zoning maps. Feed-
back trom the October
public meetings and
the Nov. 7 sessions will
be reviewed before a fi-
nal recommendation is
presented to the Board
of Trustees in Decem-
ber 2024.

Elementary  School
No. 6, currently un-
der construction in the
Headwaters neighbor-
hood, will accommo-

date 850 students in
rades pre-K through
‘%Ifth. The Sycamore
Springs Middle School
expansion, set to be
completed in spring
2025, will accommo-
date 1,200 students.

In May 2023, Drip-
ping  Springs ISD
voters  approved a
$223.7 million bond
package to fund capi-
tal improvements,
renovations, and new
schools to address in-
creasing  enrollment.
The new elementary
school, budgeted at
$66.26 million, will
relieve  overcrowding
at Dripping Springs
Elementary and Wﬁ
nut Springs Elemen-
tary and will feed into
Dripping Springs
Middle School.

To view the current
attendance zone maps
under consideration,
visit  dsisdtx.us/page/
attendance-zones.

guidance/resources

- Maintain comfort and dignity through compassion and
professional care
- Listen, evaluate, and tailor our care unique to
each patient/family
- Are local and family owned since 2011, available 24/7
— Are happy to answer questions and provide

+ give us a call and/or visit us atfjyww.bluebonnetpc.com|

12111 Ranch Rd. 12 #114, Wimberley, TX 78676
512.537.8950

OBITUARIES

John Edward Stone I1I

John Stone I

In Austin, beneath the
vast Texas sky, we mark
the passage of John Ed-
ward Stone III, a man of
keen wit and boundless
intellect, who hath been
called hence by the silent
herald of heart failure on
the day of Venus on the
twenty-fifth of October,
in this year of two thou-
sand and twenty-four.
Born in the springtime
bloom of Nacogdoches
in the year 1952, on the
ninth of April, John’s
life was a tapestry woven
with the golden threads
of innovation and silver
strands of humor. He was
a proud American, Texan,
and American Legion
member. His heritage
can be traced as far back
as Declaration of Inde-
pendence signer Thomas
Stone, a delegate from
Maryland and a founding
father of our great nation.

Educated at Angeli-
na College in Lufkin,
where he didst earn his
Associate of Applied
Science, John’s mind was
as fertile as the Texan
earth, yielding a harvest
of ideas that would shape
the world. As an inventor
in the realm of computer
hardware design, he was
twice granted United
States Patents, in 1997
and 2006, for his contri-
butions that advanced the
chariot of technological
progress.

John was survived by
his devoted daughter,
Mellisa “Elise” Ann
Stone, of Dripping
Springs, TX who, like a
single star in the night’s
embrace, continues
to shine brightly with
the light of his creative
legacy.

In life, John was a mas-
ter of the culinary arts,
his kitchen a veritable
alchemy lab where he
transformed the mun-
dane into the sublime.
Gardens bloomed under
his care, and fish leapt
at his call. His soul took
flight not only in his
earthly pursuits but also
as he soared through
the heavens, piloting his
airplane with the freedom
of a fearless eagle.

John’s wit was unlike

any other--truly unique.
His tales and jests, like
the works of a skilled
bard, were cleverly craft-
ed and unforgettable. As
Horace once wrote, “Mix
a little foolishness with
your prudence: It’s good
to be silly at the right
moment.”

A lover of two-step
dancing, John moved
through life dancing to
the beat of his own drum.
He brewed life as he
brewed his well crafted
beer, with patience and
a taste for the sweetness
of mirth. Traveling from
shore to shore, he gath-
ered tales and memories
as a minstrel collects
songs, and his love for
music was the thread that
bound his adventures
into a grand epic.

John Edward Stone
111, whose name shall be
etched in the annals of
time, was the embodi-
ment of creativity, a man
whose intelligence illumi-
nated the unknown, and
whose humor was a bea-
con of light in a too-often
dim world. He lived as he
loved, with an unquench-
able thirst for the nectar
of life, and in his passing,
the world hath lost a soul
of boundless jest and
most excellent fancy.

Let us not mourn,
but rather celebrate the
man who lived with the
courage of his convictions
and the strength of his
laughter. For in the words
of the immortal bard,
“All the world’s a stage,
and all the men and
women merely players;
they have their exits and
their entrances, and one
man in his time plays
many parts.”

John hath played his
parts well, and now he
takes his bow. His story,
inscribed in the hearts
of those who truly knew
him, shall be told and
retold, a tale of a life
richly lived. Thus, we
commend John Edward
Stone III to the ages, his
flight now bound for the
undying lands, where
perhaps he shall take his
place amongst the stars,

a pilot navigating the ce-
lestial realms with joyous
abandon.

A private goodbye will
be held at Harrell Funeral
Homes.

His family has request-
ed donations, in lieu of
flowers, to be sent to
Christopher House-Aus-
tin Hospice--located at
2820 E. Martin Luther
King Blvd. in Austin, TX
78702.

San Marcos Academy

Excellence in Christian Education Since 1907

PreK 3 - 12th Grade

@& www.smabears.org

BEGIN YOUR ACADEMY EXPERIENCE TODAY!

Now accepting applications for Spring 2024 and 2024-2025 Academic Year

®) 512-753-8000
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P2 Dripping Springs
Art League

ART | COMMUNITY | CONNECTION

ART BEAT

Presented by the Dripping Springs Art League

e Creative Introvert

Steve Friedman

Introverts often get a
lot of input . . . “You're
not worthy. You are a
loner or a hermit. You
aren’t social and can’t
make friends.”

I heard those voices
throughout my child-
hood...from me, inside
my head!

And then I heard
them from classmates,
co-workers, and others
in my life for decades!

[ always felt like I was
different in some un-
known way and that
made me unsure and
apprehensive.

Introvert Strengths

It took me until my
40s to recognize that I
wasn't strange or dys-
functional %an mor-
ethan anyone else), or a
loner relegated to onl
my own thoughts. A.z
ter much research and
reflection (two com-
mon introvert traits), I
discovered that roughly
half the world are intro-
verts. But more impor-
tantly, I realized that
I'm not a second-class
citizen but that I have
many talents that are
needed in the board

STEVE FRIEDMAN

room and the social
hall.
I'm an insatiable

planner. I usually con-
sider many sides of an
issue and prepare my
words before speaking.
I am a good listener
that gathers informa-
tion and compiles it
often into unique per-
spectives and complex
problem-solving. I'm
not “less than” but
actually am a valu-
able  countermeasure
to some of the more
outspoken, seat-of-the-
pants people that tend
to usurp a lot of atten-
tion.

Once [ realized my
strengths, I was able to

row and leverage them
gor business success and
social connection. Oh,
I may never be the life
of the party and walk
out of networkin
events with a tall stacE

BOWLS FROM PG. |

of business cards, but I
will often make a few

uite valuable relation-
ships that can sprout
into long term friend-
ships and partnerships.

['ve discovered that
introversion is not my
curse but my blessing!

Pve also learnt that
introversion is quite
common within the
art community. This
should come as no
surprise as creatives of-
ten explore their inner
selves and gaze at scenes
and ponder life in order
to create their alluring
and evocative art.

Marketing for

Introverts
While most artists
embrace this process
in creating new pieces
and expressions, many
find that talking about
their art and marketing
it even to the most in-
trigued audience can be
overwhelming. But it
doesn’t have to be that
way. Here are some

time-tested tips:

1) Prepare: don't just
“wing it” but prepare
your elevator speech.
Practice alone or with
friends and family.

2) Bring notes: don't
rely on memorizing
your script. Bring a
small note card to %ean
on until it becomes
commonplace.

3) Choose the right
environment: of%en
large crowds of strang-
ers can be overwhelm-
ing.  Find  smaller
venues or markets or
leverage your “home
field advantage” and
have studio open hous-
es.

4) Take breaks: In-
troverts need to re-en-
ergize. Ensure you take
a %reak before, during,
and after your show or
market. Take a walk,
escape with a phone
app, listen to music.

5) Use YOUR style:
no need to be lungin
into the aisle to grag
prospective buyers.

Create an inviting
display, let them come
in and browse, and let
them know you are
available if they have
any questions.

6) Ask questions:
People love to be asked
uestions. It can take
the focus off you, and

it can create a bit of a
bond as well. Ask who
they may be shopping
for or if they are an
artist or creative them-
selves.

Learning about
your introversion and
proudly using your in-
nate skills can open the
door to greater self-as-
surance, Eappiness, and
marketing success.

The key is not to
change yourself, but to
be yourself!

To Learn More

About Introversion:

Steve Friedman is
an award-winning au-
thor of his memoir,
In Search of Courage:
An Introverts Story,
and of his leadership
book, The Corporate
Introvert: How to Lead
and Thrive with Con-
fidence. His website,
Beyond Introversion,
includes blogs, books,
and Strength Quizzes
that can be found at
www.BeyondIntrover-

lion.cond.
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Joann Moulds, has been volunteering for the Empty Bowls Project

for 6 years. This year she worked the soup line to serve curried

butternut squash prepared by Thyme and Dough.
PHOTOS KEN VARGAS

Local girl scouts volunteered to serve bread and cookies and also

wash bowls after diners were done so patrons could take their

bowls home with them.

Diners gather with friends and neighbors for a bowl of soup and

a pleasant visit. The Empty Bowls Project served around [,000

diners Sunday at Ranch Park event center

curious. Sensing their
reluctance, the traveler
called out with a smile,
“Times are tough,
so what do yall say
we make some stone
soup?”

The people ex-
changed glances, won-
dering what kind of
nonsense this stranger
was talking about.
Stone soup? Surely, he
was pulling their leg.
But the traveler bent
down, picked up a
small chunk of Drip-

ing Springs lime-
Etm%e, arfl)d h%eld it up
with a twinkle in his
eye. “This here’s a spe-
cial stone,” he said.
“Makes the best soup
this side of the Blanco
River.”

He set up an iron
pot over a fire pit in
the square, filled it
with water from the
nearby spring that gave
the town its name and
dropped the stone in
the kettle. Leaning
over the pot, he took a
deep breath and sighed
contentedly. “Mmm,
smells good already,”
he dec%ared, though
the water had barely
begun to warm. “But
a pinch of salt would
really bring out the fla-
vor.

An older woman,
softened by his charm,
fetched some salt and
sprinkled it in. The
traveler took a taste,
nodded thoughtfully,
and said, “Its com-
ing along nice. But it
could really use some
onions.”

One by one, the
townsfolk  contrib-
uted—some onions, a
few potatoes, a carrot
or two, even a scrap of
bacon. Soon, the pot
was filled with a rich,
hearty stew, simmering
as the sun began to set
over the hills.

When the soup was

finally ready, the trav-
eler instructed every-
one to fetch a bowl.
Families gathered
close, neighbors shared
stories, and laughter
filled the square as they
enjoyed a meal created
from a single stone and
the kindness of shared
contributions. As the
last bowl was emptied,
the traveler rinsed the
limestone, tucked it
into his pocket, and
thanked the town with
a tip of his hat.

The fine folksh of
Dripping Springs have
kept thegspirit %f that
story alive, and each
fall they gather for the
Empty Bowls Project
to fill hearts and beflies
while raising funds for
those in need.

This past Sunday,
nearly a thousand din-
ers gathered at the
Ranch Park Event Cen-
ter for this year’s Emp-
ty Bowls Project, not
only to enjoy a meal
of soup, but to sup-
port Dripping Springs
Helping Hands, a lo-
cal nonprofit that
provides food and as-
sistance to Dripping
Springs families.

Months of planning
go into this one-day
event. It starts with the
hands of potters and
ceramists who craft
“empty” bowls, each
unique and vibrant.
This year, 1,200 bowls
were made and laid
out on tables in a col-
orful kaleidoscope for
diners to choose from.

For $25, attend-
ees pick a handmade
bowF before entering
the dining hall, where
dozens of soups from
38 local restaurants
wait to be ladled. The
aroma of the soups
fills the room -- like
a warm blanket, wel-
coming diners to sit
with friends and neigh-

bors, share a meal, and
suf)port the cause. Lo-
cal Girl Scouts add to
the warmth, servin
fresh-baked bread an
offering cookies at the
tables, while live music
fills the air.

The Empty Bowls
Project has become
a cherished tradition
in Dripping Springs,
with all food and drink
donated by volunteers
and local businesses.
This years event was
“a huge success and re-
cord-setting fundraiser
for Helping Hands,”
said June Baumoel,
co-chair of the event.
Baumoel, who has
volunteered for nine
years, shared that “we
sold 1,200 bowls Sun-
day. Many people buy
more than one Eowl.”

Nearly 80 volun-
teers helped manage
the event, ensuring
smooth service for
over 1,000 attendees.
After finishing their
meal, guests could
bring their bowl to a
washing station where
volunteers  carefully
cleaned and wrapped it
for them to take Eome
as 2 memento.

Baumoel expressed
gratitude for the com-
munity’s  generosity,
noting one guest who
purchased three bowls

OUTSTANDING
SERVICE

IS MY #1 PROIRTY

‘srmain
2l SRES SRS

924-3661

lindagermain@®kow . com

SAT. 11 P.

162 Jasmine Court
Sierra West, Driftwood

and made an addition-
al $1,000 donation. “It
reminds me that there
is so much love in our
community,” she said.
More than 190 gal-
lons of soup were pre-
pared and donated for
the event from 38 lo-
cal restaurants. 12 Fox
Brewing and Acopon
Brewing served com-
plimentary beer and
wine was provided by
Bell Springs Winery.
Dozens of volunteers
helped promote the
event and serve diners
starting with the many
ceramists who spent
hours makin the
empty bowls for this
event. There were 113
sponsors for this event!
You can see them at

DrippingSpringsemp-
e Empty Bowls

Project raises near-
ly 70 percent of the
f}LImds needed to sup-
port Helping Hancfs’
mission. For more in-
formation on how to
volunteer or donate,
visit  Helpinghands-
[drippingsprings.org]
With every bowl
sold and every spoon-
ful shared, Dripping
Springs continues a
tradition that began
with one traveler, one
stone, and a commu-
nity willing to give.

Local Experienced

Realtor/Resident

.. here Lo service all your Real Estate needs

>
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Hill Country Living on 1.5 Acre
Cul-de-Sac Location.
Custom 2,596 Sq.Ft. Home,
Backs to Arrovo w/Gorgeous Nature Views!

$729,000!
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Gary Borders
Texas Press Association

A growing number
of Texas homeowners
are forgoing buying
homeowners  insur-
ance as premiums sky-
rocket, according to a
recent report from the
Texas comptroller.

Recent natural disas-
ters — hurricanes, se-
vere storms and wild-
fires — have prompted
some insurers to limit
or even eliminate cov-
erage in Texas. Daniel
Oney, research direc-
tor of the Texas Real
Estate Research Cen-
ter at Texas A&M
University, says pre-
mium increases in
Texas have outpaced
the rest of the country.

“At the end of 2023,
Texas had the biggest
percentage point in-
crease of any state in
the last five years,” he
said. “You file claims,
the insurance com-
panies pay that, then
they have to get that
covered by the rein-
surers. So, some of the
price increases we're
seeing now are from
storms that happened
a couple of years ago.”

Capital Highlights

Insurance hikes make affordable housing tougher

Oney said a “surpris-
ingly large number
of people” are choos-
ing not to have insur-
ance once their home
is paid for. Mortgage
lenders require home-
owner insurance, but
there is no require-
ment to do so once a
home is paid for.

The high cost of
insurance is just one
factor affecting the
state’s housing short-
age, which is drivin§
up home prices an
rental costs. The Tex-
as Tribune reported
that in 2022 the state
needed about 320,000
more homes than ex-
isted, according to an
estimate by Up For
Growth, a housing
policy organization.

“While Texas has
been building a lot
of housing overall, in
many places, it just
has not been enough
to keep up with de-
mand in the state
and people movin
in from out of state,
said David Garcia, Up
For Growth’s policy

director.

NORTHEAST
TEXAS OFFICIALS
ATTACK
RESERVOIR
STUDY
A recent study by
the Texas Water De-
velopment Board on
the  long-proposed
Marvin Nichols Res-
ervoir is under attack

by northeast Texas
officials, The Dal-

las  Morning News
reported. e pro-
osed 66,000-acre
Fake would be built in
Franklin, Red River
and Titus counties
to pump water more
than 100 miles to the
Dallas-Fort Worth
area at an estimated
cost of $7 billion.
It has been on the
state’s planning books
since 1968, grawing
staunch  opposition
from landowners and
officials in the affected
counties.

The Region D water
planning group, which
represents those coun-
ties, said the draft re-

ort is biased and mis-

Feading. Opponents
of the reservoir say it
would destroy homes,
farms, churches and
cemeteries while not
roviding any benefit
}f)or people living in
that area. Proponents
say the reservoir is a
solution to Dallas-
Fort Worth’s grow-
ing water needs as its
population continues
to boom.

“Its a flawed proj-
ect. It should not go
forward,” Jim Thomp-
son, chair of the Re-
gion D  plannin

roup, said. “It shoul
%e removed from the
state water plan.”

Kevin Ward, the
chair of Region C,
which represents the
metroplex area, said
the concerns of north-
east Texas residents
have been heard.

“We've heard it, so
youve got to believe
that if we thought
there was another way
to do what we're try-
ing to do right now
... we'd certainly latch
onto it as fast as we

could,” he said.

TEXAS BUYS TWO
RANCHES NEAR
THE BORDER

The state Gen-
eral Land Office an-
nounced last week
that it has bought
a massive ranch in
the Big Bend Region
and a smaller ranch
in Starr County, The
Tribune reported. The
353,785-acre Brews-
ter Ranch that borders
Big Bend National
Park is a collection of
28 ranches put togeth-
er by its previous own-
er over two decades.
Land Commissioner
Dawn  Buckingham
said the ranch could
be used for hunting,
agriculture, and car-
bon sequestration.

“With such a beau-
tiful and expansive
Eroperty, the GLO

as the opportunity
to generate many
forms of revenue for
the schoolchildren of
Texas,” she said in a
statement.

Also purchased was
a 1,400-acre ranch in
Starr  County, along
the Texas-Mexico bor-
der. The state plans to
build a border wall on
the property to deter

illegal migration.

BATTLESHIP
TEXAS STILL
LOOKING FOR A
NEW HOME

The U.S.S. Texas has
been undergoing re-
pairs at a dry dock near
Galveston after the Leg-
islature approved $25
million to keep the ship
seaworthy, but wharves
officials IZave rejected a
proposal to dock it there
permanently, according
to the Texas Standard.

The battleship is the
only one stll in exis-
tence that served in
both World Wars. For
decades it was docked
in the Houston Ship
Channel near the San
Jacinto  Battleground
State Historic Site and
served as a museum.
Over the years it devel-
oped leaks and was in
danger of sinking before
it was towed to a dry
dock in Galveston for
renovation. The Texas is
currently berthed next
to the Elissa, the official
tall ship of Texas.

However, there has
been a backlash from
business owners near the
ship, who are concerned
that if not moored cor-
rectly the ship could
cause damage if a hur-
ricane or tropical storm
struck Galveston.

Repairs likely will take
at least another year,
during which the ship’s
supporters hope to find
a permanent location
for the venerable vessel.

RRC DIGITIZES
MORE THAN
83 MILLION
OIL AND GAS
RECORDS

The ongoing effort
by the Texas Railroad
Commission to digi-
tize its oil and gas re-
cords continues, with
83.4 million now
searchable online from
any place with an in-
ternet connection. The
records date back to
the 1930s and include
oil and gas production
records, such as well
depths and location of
producing fields.

“Putting  millions
and millions of oil and
gas records online is a
win-win for the pub-
lic and the agency,”
said Danny Sorrells of
the commission. “Not
only does it give the
Eublic easy access to

istorical information
dating back almost
100 vyears, but our
staff can now devote
the time they would
have spent tracking
those records for the
public for other tasks
at the agency.”

Gary Borders is a vet-
eran  award-winning
lexas journalist. He
published a  number
of community newspa-
pers in lexas during a
30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, — Nacogdo-
ches, Lufkin and Ce-
dar Park. Email: gbor-

ders@texaspress.com

Hill Country Conservancy and partners secure
$23.2 million grant for land conservation

Staff Reports

A coalition of 27 re-
gional nonprofit part-
ners, led by the Hill
Country Conservancy,
has secured $23.2 mil-
lion in federal funding
— the largest single
federal award for con-
servation easement
funding in the Texas
Hill Country — and
set a goal of preserving
7,500 acres, primarily
in rural areas.

Known as the Hill
Country Headwaters
Conservation  Initia-
tive, the coalition will
leverage the expertise
and local relationships
of all 27 partners to
enga%e landowners in
significant portions of
the Colorado, Gua-
dalupe, San Gabriel,
Llano, and Lampasas
River watersheds. The
coalition will screen
and rank potential
{)ro erties, prioritizing
and with sensitive wa-
ter recharge features,
such as caves and sink-
holes, that enable un-
filtered drainage into
the region’s aquifers.
Properties home to
unique and threatened
wildlife habitats will
also receive priori?r,
along with historically
underserved  produc-
ers.

“The rapid growth
and (ﬂ:velopment
throughout the Texas
Hill Country has cre-
ated an urgent need for
land conservation that
no single organization
can tackle alone,” said

Hill Country Con-

servancy CEO Kathy
Miller. “This funding
allows our coalition to
be more strategic and
Eroactive in protecting
igh-impact properties
that deliver the most
value in safeguard-
ing endangered spe-
cies, iconic spring-fed
streams and pools, and
essential aquifer sys-
tems supplying water
to communities and
farmers from Central
Texas to the Gulf of
Mexico.”

The funding was
awarded through the
U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Regional
Conservation Partner-
ship Program.

Urgent Need to Pre-
serve Rural Land

The Hill Country’s
population has grown
nearly 50% over the
last 20 years, with two-
thirds of that growth
occurring in unincor-
porated areas where
counties have limited
authority to regulate
land use and mini-
mal funds for preserv-
ing open space. Land
prices have increased
six to eightfold during
this period, creating
financial pressure on
agricultural landown-
ers to sell and driving
up costs for conserva-
tion groups and pub-
lic entities seeking to
acquire easements and
land.

Today, approximate-
ly 90% of the Hill
Country’s 11 million
acres is agricultural,
but only 550,000 acres
are protected from de-
velopment  through

=

The Four Winns Ranch near Wimberley, is an example of a conservation easement project that will forever preserve 165 acres from
development and ensure the preservation of the land in its natural state. Last month, the Texas Hill Country Conservancy and its
partners secured a federal grant of $23.2 to purchase easements in order to preserve an additional 7,500 acres in critical watersheds

in the rural Hill Country.

public ownership and
private  conservation
casements. The region’s
population is projected
to grow another 45%
over the next 30 years,

further  accelerating
development.
Celebrating its

25th anniversary, Hill
Country Conservan-
cy is a Texas leader
in bringing together
municipalities, coun-
ties, the USDA, and
private landowners to
secure mutually ben-
eficial  conservation
easements on private
lands. Though it has
historically focused its
efforts in and around
Travis and Hays coun-
ties, where its work be-

an, the organization
Eas recently expanded
its reach across the
18-county Hill Coun-
try to address growing
development pressure.

“The Hill Coun-
try Conservancy was
founded to end con-

flicts among environ-
mentalists, landown-
ers, and developers and
instead foster collabo-
ration to preserve land
critical to protectin

wildlife habitats an

water resources,” Mill-
er said. “This coopera-
tive approach has ll))een
effective in preserving
thousands OIF) sensitive
acres over the past 25
years, but the need to
protect the Hill Coun-

try’s unique ecology
has only become more
urgent due to rapid
growth and climate

change.”
Founded in 1999,
the Hill Country Con-

servancy works with
landowners and con-
servation groups to
protect essential wa-
tersheds, recharge ar-
cas, wildlife ha%itats,
and agricultural lands
in the Hill Country.
Known for facilitating
complex conservation
projects with various
partners, HCC cur-
rently holds 27 conser-
vation easements total-
ing over 15,500 acres
and has collaborated
with partners to con-

PHOTO HCA

serve thousands more
acres within the Bar-
ton Springs Edwards
Aquifer region and
other basins.

The Hill Country
Headwaters  Conser-
vation Initiative was
launched in 2018 by
Hill Country Conser-
vancy and 18 partner
organizations to en-
hance and protect nat-
ural resources through
partnerships with
conservation-minded
landowners. Today, the
initiative has grown to
include 27 partners.

For more informa-
tion about the Hill
Countrﬁ Conservancy,

visit  hillcountrycon-
PCIVATICY.OLH)


www.servancy.org
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DISD earns grade of “A” for financial
management rating from TEA

Staff Reports

Drippin Springs
ISD phI:ls gearnefl t}%e
highest rating, “A: Su-
perior Achievement,”
and a numerical score
of 98 on the Texas
FIRST (Financial In-
tegrity Rating System
ofg Texas) repogrt f{)r the
2023-24 rating year.
The district's score im-
;F)roved by eight points
rom the 2022-23 rat-
ing year, maintaining
the highest rating ev-
ery year but one.

The Texas Educa-

tion Agency has is-
sued FIRST ratings to
public school districts
since 1999 to assess
the quality of dis-
tricts financial man-
agement and report-
ing. The report holds
Texas public schools
accountable for their
financial management
practices, encourag-
ing improvement to
ensure maximum al-
location of resources
for direct instructional
purposes.

Tﬁe FIRST rating
is based on 20 indica-
tors, including results

of the annual external
audit, debt manage-
ment, fund balance,
and administrative
cost ratio, among oth-
ers. The recent desig-
nation reflects finan-
cial information from
the 2022-23 fiscal
year.

The TEA evaluated
1,017 Texas school
districts on financial
management perfor-
mance, with 850 dis-
tricts, or 91.2%, earn-
ing an “A.” Another 82
districts scored a “B,”
50 received a “C,” and
15 were rated “E”

Greater San Marcos Partnership rebrands as the
Hays Caldwell Economic Development Partnership

Lance Winter
Hays Caldwell Economic
Development Partnership

After more than a de-
cade as a cornerstone of
regional progress, the
Greater San Marcos
Partnership  (GSMP)
has embraced a fresh
identity:  the Hays
Caldwell Economic
Development Partner-

ship (HCEDP). The

organization, which
has long been at the
forefront of attract-

ing and fostering eco-
nomic growth in the
Hays/Caldwell area, is
rebranding to better
reflect its evolving mis-
sion, geographic reach,
and deep commitment
to the broader region.
Founded nearly 14
years ago, GSMP has
been instrumental in
turning the San Marcos
area into a vibrant eco-
nomic hub, attracting
new businesses, encour-
aging innovation, and
promoting sustainable
development. Yet, as
the region continued to
expand and the needs
of the surrounding
counties grew, the or-
ganization recognized
the necessity of a%)rand
that mirrored its grow-

ing scope.

The decision to re-
brand as the Hays
Caldwell Economic

Development Partner-
ship stems from the
organization’s desire to
emphasize its inclusive
focus on both Hays
and Caldwell counties.
Communities such as
Kyle, Buda, and Lock-
hart have seen rapid
growth and have ﬁe-
come vital contributors
to the area’s prosperity.

“The rebranding isn't
just a name change. It’s
areflection of who we've
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become as an organiza-
tion,” said the HCEDP
President Mike Kamer-
lander. “Were proud
of the work we’ve done
under the GSMP ban-
ner, but we wanted a
name that spoke more
clearly to the com-
munities we  serve
and the partnerships
weve built. The Hays
Caldwell Economic
Development Partner-
ship signifies our com-
mitment to supporting
economic development
across both counties.”
The rebranding also
comes as the region ex-
periences unprecedent-
ed growth. In recent

Kears, Hays County
as consistently ranked
among the fastest-

growing counties in the
nation, while Caldwell
County is attracting
increasing interest from
industries seeking prox-
imity to major trans-
portation corridors and
the benefits of a skilled
workforce.

The HCEDP’s new
identity aims to convey
a spirit of collaboration.
Through  partnerships
with local governments,
businesses, and com-

munity  stakeholders,
the organization works
to bring high-quality

jobs, infrastructure im-
provements, and invest-
ments in education and
workforce development
to the region.

“By expanding
our focus and work-
ing more closely with
stakeholders in both
counties, were posi-
tioning ourselves as
a regional economic
development  leader,
said Chairman of the
Board, Mick Hawton.
“The new name reflects
our shared future and
how were embracing

the challenges and op-

portunities that come
with it.”

Though the name
has changed, the orga-
nization’s  dedication
to driving economic
prosperity remains as
strong as ever. HCEDP
will continue its work
on key initiatives that
support the growth of
local businesses, attract
new investment, and
enhance quality of life
for residents. Programs
focusing on talent de-
velopment,  innova-
tion, and sustainability
will remain integral to
its mission, ensuring
that the region remains

competitive in an ever-
changing  economic
landscape.

<«

Our roots run deep
in San Marcos, and
that legacy will carry
forwarcE” Kamerlander
said. “But as we look
to the future, we're ex-
cited to see how this
new chapter will hel
us continue our worﬁ
on behalf of both Hays
and Caldwell counties.”

The launch of the
Hays Caldwell Eco-
nomic  Development
Partnership is more
than just a rebranding;
its a renewed com-
mitment to building a
prosperous future for
the entire region. With
a fresh vision, a unified
voice, and a stronger
connection to its com-
munities, HCEDP
stands ready to lead the
way into a new era of
economic opportunity.

As HCEDP opens
this new chapter, the
organization’s deep
sense of purpose re-
mains unchanged: to
champion  economic
growth, empower lo-
cal communities, and
ensure that the region
thrives in the years to
come.

flames. A 3D-printed
steering wheel, the gi-
ant ‘M’, and symbols
for the four sound ef-
fect buttons round out
details of the design.

Innovation ree-
house members were
inspired by Walkin’ &
Roﬁin’, a Kansas-based
non-profit that builds
wheeli)chair costumes.
Jess, another leader
of the project said,
“While we were a lit-
tle intimidated by the
high quality of Walkin’
& Rollin’s costumes,
we wanted to supporta
child in Central Texas.
CPATH connected us
to a family that loves
Halloween as much as
we do!”

The creators learned
many new skills while
working on the proj-

ect at the Innovation
Treehouse. Marguerite
said, “If we had to do
it over again we would
have made the yellow
hubcaps out of a stur-
dier material. But that
is what the Innovation
Treehouse is all about
— problem-solving to-
gether and appreciat-
ing everyone’s individ-
ual talents and what
they contribute to the
team.”

The Innovation
Treehouse wants to
thank the donors and
sponsors who made
tEis project possible,
especially Flying Fish
Swim Academy. Mar-
guerite says, Seeing
the joy made the long
hours worth it.” Hap-
py Halloween every-
one!

The Innovation
Treehouse is a non-
profit based in Drip-
ping  Springs, TX.

e organization is a
learning community
providing  skill im-
provements including
technical skills, criti-
cal thinking, problem
solving, and under-
standing how to work
as a team. The Inno-
vation Treehouse uses
experiential  learnin
in STEM as a tool,
believes in a growth
mindset and creates in-
tentional spaces where
individuals of all ages
can experiment, ngl,
learn, and repeat to-

ether. For more in-
%ormation about the
organization, visit in-
novationtreehouse.
org.

Local attorney Milena Christopher selected by
Texas Bar Foundation nominating chair role

B

Staff Reports

Milena Christopher,
an attorney with The
Law Office of Milena
Christopher, PC., has
been seﬁcted as one of
40 individuals to serve
as a 2024-25 nomi-
nating chair for the
Texas Bar Foundation.
Nominating chairs are
chosen annually for the
17 State Bar of Texas
districts based on out-
standing  professional
achievements and a
demonstrated  com-
mitment to the foun-
dation.  Christopher’s
appointment  reflects
her dedication to the
legal profession and her
community.

Christopher founded
her law office in Drip-
ping Springs in 2003
after working as a
prosecutor in the sex
crimes and child abuse
division in Fort Lau-
derdale, Florida. She
specializes in family
law and probate, fo-
cusing on helping cli-
ents avoid future legal
conflicts through pro-
active estate planning.
Known for lger com-

passionate  approach,
she advocates for col-
laborative law and me-
diation, particularly in
family law cases involv-
ing cKildren.
Christopher holds a
master’s cFegree in psy-
chology in addition
to her law degree, en-
hancing her aiility to
support clients in high-
stress  legal matters.
Her firm has received
several local honors, in-
cluding “Best Attorney
in Dripping Springs”
and “Best Attorney §or
Collaborative Law in
Hays County.” She was
also recognized by the
Hays-Caldwell Wom-
ens Center with the
Chris Barbury Award
for her years of service.
A longtime Drip-
ping Springs resident,
Christopher is active
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in the community, in-
cluding founding the
“Goat Couture” char-
ity event, which raises
funds for Future Farm-
ers of America (FFA)
programs at local high
schools. She is a‘%o
a speaker in the Hill
Country, sharing her
expertise with attor-
neys and community
organizations.

Selection as a Texas
Bar Foundation fellow
is open only to State
Bar of Texas members
and requires election
by the foundation’s
Board of Trustees.
Since 1965, the foun-
dation has awarded
more than $27 million
in grants supporting
justice-related ~ pro-
grams statewide.

In 2023, the Texas
Bar Foundation award-
ed §rants to 17 non-
profit organizations in
Central Texas totaling
more than $247,000
and $1.67 million
statewide. These ben-
eficiaries provide non-
profit legal services,
public ac%vocacy, and
other services that ben-
efit the administration
of justice in Texas.

dar, now available on
the HCA website.
Sunsets were the
dominant subject of
this year's winners,
with the grand prize
and first runner-up
both highlighting the
region's vibrant skies.
Grand prize winner
Jesus Corona’s “Sun-
set” captures a field of
wildflowers at dusk in
Bexar County, while
Gary T. Ray’s “Gruene
Nights” received first
runner-up for its strik-
ing pink sky over the
smaﬁj town of Gruene.
Sunsets, with their
fleeting beauty, serve
as a reminder of the
natural world’s won-
ders—and the delicate
balance of the Hill
Country’s  environ-
ment, especially dur-
ing ongoing drought
conditions. HCA’s wa-
ter program emphasiz-
es the need to protect
precious resources like
clear, flowing springs.
The second runner-

up, Bill Weekley’s

“Danger in the Wild-
flowers,” is a close-up
of a rattlesnake in Kerr

County, and third
place went to Mike
Zarellas  “Gray Fox

up a Tree” in Blanco
County. These photo-
graphs and others sub-
mitted to the contest
remind viewers of their
connection to the Hill
Country’s  intricate
ecosystem, underscor-
ing HCA’s mission to
promote conservation
and land stewardship.

HCA also acknowl-
edges the following
photographers  whose
work is featured in
the 2025 Hill Coun-
try Calendar: Airon
Mothershed, Alan
Zhou, Ashley Camp-
bell, Aspen McCal-
lum, Baba Arimillj,
Carol Serur, Carolyn
Whiteside, Daniel Go-
mez, Delaney Kempf,
Donna Chance, Elvis
Canoy, Gary Sertich,
Jackie Wise, Jacob
Saunders, Jeff New-

ton, Jennifer Bau-

TXDOT FROM PG. |

erkemper, Jess Brown,
Joseph Richards, JP
Sanchez, Kather-
ine Carvajal, Kim
Smith, Lisa Hood,
Matthew Guthrie,
Meghan James, Mi-
chael Tidwell, Michael
Wight, Nicky Scott,
P. Michael Jones, Pat-

ty Robertson, Paul
Huchton, Shelby
Sckittone, Steffen

Baumgart, Stephen Is-
enhower, Tim Speer,
and William Shelton,
who won the People’s
Choice Award.

The Hill Country
Alliance is a nonprofit
organization dedicat-
ed to preserving the
open spaces, starry
skies, clean water, and
unique character of
the Texas Hill Coun-
try.

The 2025 Texas Hill
Country Calendar is
available for $15 and
makes an ideal holiday
ﬁift. To purchase, visit

illcountryalliance.
org.

tract over $53 billion
under  construction
across Texas,” said
Chairman Bugg. “Last
week we broke ground
on the start of the $13
billion NHHIP proj-
ect in Houston, and
today we are break-
ing ground on the
$5.6 billion Capital
Express Central proj-
ect, bringing that total
of construction and

lanned projects to
571.6 billign.)’

This 1-35 Texas
Clear Lanes project
will add two non-
tolled high-occupan-
cy-vehicle (HOV)
managed lanes in each
direction from US
290 East to SH 71/
Ben White Boulevard.
The project will also
lower the mainlanes
from Airport Bou-
levard to Lady Bird
Lake, remove the up-
per decks, provide op-
portunities for deck
plazas, improve transit
connections, add bou-
levard-style segments
through  downtown

and enhance pedes-
trian and bicycle paths
along the corridor.

“I-35, and this par-
ticular project is of
such significance and
such importance,”
Sen. Zaffirini said.
“The impact will be
statewide, nationwide,
and international. But
it will also be local,
and we who travel this
route every day are
most relieved. We wel-
come it because it will
relieve congestion,
improve safety and
drainage, and help in
so many ways.”

“In addition to mo-
bility improvements,
were also improving
bicycle and pedestrian
paths helping to ac-
commodate all modes
of  transportation,”
said  Commissioner
Vaughn. “We are ex-
cited to make trans-
portation safer and
easier to use for cy-
clists, runners, walkers
and everyone else.”

The project includes
more than 19 miles of

new shared-use paths,
as well as widened and
enhanced  east-west
crossings, and new
bicycle-pedestrian
crossings at 3rd Street,
15th Street and 41st
Street.

Construction on
the Central project
started in October
2024 with the recon-
struction of the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.
Boulevard Bridge. The
contractor is Harper
Brothers, LLC. The
next segment to be-

in construction will
Ee at Lady Bird Lake
(Holly Street to SH
71/Ben White Bou-
levard) in early 2025.
The contractor is Bal-
four Beatty. Construc-
tion along the entire
corridor is expected to
be complete in 2033,
weather permitting.

To learn more about
the Central project
and future construc-
tion updates or sign-
up for alerts by visit-
ing  mymobility35.
org.
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Public Public
Notice Notice

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS,
TEXAS
TREE SERVICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the
City of Dripping Springs is solicit-
ing Bids for Tree Maintenance and
Removal Services.

REQUEST FOR BIDS: “Tree Ser-
vices”

Contractor shall provide all nec-
essary labor, material, and equip-
ment to provide tree maintenance
and removal services for the City
of Dripping Springs starting on
or about December 6, 2024, and
ending on or about September 30,
2025, and subsequent renewal pe-
riods in strict accordance with the
terms, conditions, and provisions
of this solicitation.

Sealed bids addressed to the City
of Dripping Springs, 661 West
Highway 290, Dripping Springs,
Texas, 78620, will be received
from Contractors interested in pro-
viding tree maintenance and re-
moval services as specified by the
City of Dripping Springs, Texas for
a NON-EXCLUSIVE CONTRACT
DURATION OF ONE (1) YEAR,
WITH THE OPTION TO RENEW
FOR TWO (2) ADDITIONAL ONE
(1) YEAR PERIODS.

THE AGREEMENT SHALL BE A
NON-TRANSFERABLE AGREE-
MENT.

Contract awards for the tree main-
tenance and removal services will
be made to the lowest, responsive,
responsible bidder. The lowest and

Public Public
Notice Notice

requests from interested firms and
written responses by the City will
be provided to all Applicants. This
is the only permissible contact with
the City regarding this bid process
until the bids are opened and the
Applicant is contacted by the City.

Public Public
Notice Notice

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Dripping Springs ISD is requesting
for proposals for RFP #24-25-003
Internet Services District-Wide.
Proposals will be accepted until
12-13-2024 at 2:00 p.m. local time.
Specifications are available in the
DSISD Purchasing Office (512-
858-3039) between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday
through Thursday. Proposal re-
sponses must be returned to the
DSISD Purchasing Department,
Attn: Valerie Littrell, 300 Sports-
plex Dr, Dripping Springs, Texas
78620, by the date and time indi-
cated above. No faxed or emailed
submissions will be accepted. Late
bids will be returned unopened.
Dripping Springs ISD reserves the
right to reject any/or all submis-
sions and waive all formalities in
the bid process.

ADVERTISE WITH

US TODAY?!

YOUR SUPPORT
SAVES LIVES!

best value bids are those, which Notice Notice Notice Notice Notice Notice Notice

result in the lowest cost to the City
of Dripping Springs for the com- DRIPPING SPRINGS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT Exhibit C-2
plete tree maintenance and re- STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
moval services program to be per- For the Year Ended June 30, 2024
formed by a qualified bidder. The Data Capital Projects Gorfrgir‘:]n?nla%rtal GoveTrmlemal
Oty raserves e vight o relectany | Coses Gevelfud  DebSenoeFnd  Fnd  Fnd Funs
all irregularities. Revenues
5700 Local, intermediate, and out-of-state $ 82,998,696 $37458400  §3314,147 $6,335,628  $130,106,880
NO PRE-SUBMITTAL CONFER- | 5800 State program revenues 10,031,745 2,219,472 412,944 1,094,189 13,818,350
ENCE: A pre-submittal conference | 5900 Federal program revenues 921,667 457,970 3,812,610 5,192,247
will not be held. 5020 Total Revenues 93,952,108 30737881 4185061 11242427 149117477
Sealed Bids, must be submitted Expenditures Current:
in one (1) OriginaL (2) Copies’ and 0011 |nStrUCt|0n 50,410,822 3,779,786 54,190,608
one (1) electronic copy (in PDF | 0012 Instruction resources and media services 1,052,714 30,475 1,083,189
format) on flash drive and shallbe | 0013 Curriculum and instructional staff development 1,506,437 634,463 2,140,900
delivered to: 0021 Instructional leadership 1,157,285 471,222 1,628,507
0023 School leadership 4,064,710 33,495 4,098,205
City of Dripping Springs 0031 Guidance, counseling and evaluation services 3,147,598 947 342 4,094,940
_ . 0033 Health services 894,954 126,189 1,021,143
City Administrator 0034 Student transportation 4,081,728 . 65,067 4,146,795
. 0035 Food services 5,581 69,840 4,356,331 4431752
661 West Highway 290 003  Extracurricular actvties 3,080,628 : 611,862 3,692,490
Dripping Springs TX 78620 0041 General administration 4,222,096, - 163 4,222,259
0051 Facilities maintenance and operations 8,419,972 159,208 172,533 8,751,713
Bids must be submitted by 10:00 0052 Security and monitoring services 967,396 364,077 108,768 1,440,241
AM on Friday, November 22, 2024, 0053 Data processing services 2,242,288 960,434 - 3,202,722
at which time bids will be publicly 0061 Community services 176,165 176,165
opened and read. Bids received Debt service:
after the opening date and time will | (0071 Principal on long-term debt 390,005 17,290,000 114,297 17,794,302
not be considered. 0072 Interest on long-term debt 16,002 9,722,480 - 5,461 9,743,943
_ 0073 Bond issuance costs and fees 561,125 830,710 - 1,391,835
Req_uests for Proposal P_acketlls Capital outlay:
avolab® ol hlips Juww. otyordP- | 0081 Faciltes acqusiion and consiruction 494,363 30,564,034 197,437 31,175,834
pingsprings.com/requestiorbids} Intergovernmental:
Should this solicitation fail to con- 0091 Contracted instructional services 8,823,666 8,823,666
tain sufficient information in order | 0099 Payments to Appraisal District 868,059 868,059
for interested contractors to ob- | 6030 Total Expenditures 96,022,469 27573605 32,948,303 11,574,891 168,119,268
tain a clear understanding of the - )
services required by the City, or | 1100 Excess deficiency of revenues over under expenditures (2,070,361) 12,164,276 (28,763 ,242) (332,464) (19,001,791)
should it appear that the instruc- Other Financing Sources (Uses)
tions outlined in the solicitation are | 7901 Refunding bonds issued 68,190,000 - 68,190,000
not clear or are contradictory, any | 7911 |ssyance of honds - - 95,100,000 95,100,000
interested C‘?][.‘”aPtOr mavi writing | 7913 Procegds from SBITAS 615,140 : 134,415 749,555
reaues! ‘é';try' ieation ftom Miohel® | 7915 Transfersin 1,199,403 : : 21,394 1,220,797
er than November 18, 2024 prior 7916 Premium on issuance of bonds 6,447,607 5,730,710 12,178,317
to the required time and date for 8911 Transfers out . (784,732) - (2,974) (24,896) (812,602)
sealed bid proposal submission. | 8340 Payment to bond refunding escrow agent - (74,085,693) - - (74,085,693)
The interested contractor shall 7080 Total Other Financing Sources Uses 1,029,811 551,914 100,827,736 130,913 102,540,374
ﬁg"na;'ez ﬁggtytgft‘:g g{t‘;‘eAg ﬂﬁ?:ﬁgi 1200 Net change in fund balances (1,040550) 12716190 72,064,494 (201,551) 83,538,583
tor, Michelle Fischer, at mfischer@ 0100 Fund Balance - Beginning 50,141,699 23,092,095 6,899,979 2,697,856 82,831,629
[ciyofdrippingsprings.cor]. Written | 3000 Fund Balance - Ending $49.101,149 $35,808,285  §78,964473 $2496,305  $166,370,212



www.pingsprings.com/requestforbids
www.cityofdrippingsprings.com

DRIPPING SPRINGS CENTURY NEWS, DRIPPING SPRINGS, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2024 — Page 7

Public Public
Notice Notice
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Es-
tate of Thomas G. Humphrey, de-
ceased, were issued on October
28, 2024, in Cause No. 24-0391-P,
pending in the County Court-At-
Law No: 1, Hays County, Texas, to:
Eric James Humphrey. All persons
having claims against this Estate
which is currently being adminis-
tered are required to present them
to the undersigned within the time
and in the manner prescribed by
law.
c/o: Mary D. Newnam
Attorney at Law
PO Box 1709
14380 Ranch Rd 12
WIMBERLEY, TX 78676

DATED the day 1st of November,
2024.

/s/Mary D. Newman

Mary D. Newnam

Attorney for Eric James Humphrey
State Bar No.: 24037172

PO Box 1709

14380 Ranch Rd 12
WIMBERLEY, TX 78676
Telephone: (512) 938-3105
Facsimile: (512) 842-6810

Email: dixie@wimberleyattorneys.
com

?é < Recycle!

Air & Heating

There’s a new sheriff in town!

Louis Neshy Air & Heat
COMMERCIAL ' RESIDENTIAL
Local ! 77) Sales
Independent Service &
& Insured Installation

TACLBTTOTEE 2623 louaustex@aol.com

512-945-0616 fouisnesbyairandheat.com|

HIRING: TRADES

Dripping Springs ISD is hiring:
Licensed Plumber
Licensed HVAC Tech
Maintenance

o0 s

Visit: dsisdtx.us/jobs
or Call 512-858-3054

& Be nchta

Air & Heating il Air & Heating Help Help Landscaping Landscaping
Wanted Tree Services | Tree Services Services Services

"« selective Land Clearmg
Ly ¢ Insured
ISA Cerlified Arborist 1xo111
Texas Master Naturalist
Jon Ogden, 512.452.3987

[Ogdenstreeservice.com|

‘0’'Kane Lawn & Landscape
“settin’ ross in our
Time for Fall & Winter Tree Trimming

*» Tree Trimming - Imigation Repair
- L:!nedgg.pug = Fﬂﬁhﬂllg

REE ESTIMATEb FULLY INSURED

51 2.733.2135

- i : SORES KLEENVHI]I Country
[ Wl A ‘\_ . g
Umeéea'.elrlupnumed = S, RCb GﬂZZh‘ EkCtﬂc TREE AND HAULING SERVICE WINDOWS Painting
Employs Veterans 'ml“-;‘::j-‘ .Illﬁmmamant :{’:I:;I;:ﬁans NEED HELP WITH: “Windows are a pane _
No problems, only so L g | | OO SE————
0 probiems, oniy so utions * Light Fixture i b HOMEREPAIR « PORTABLEBUILDING a%‘ ressure Washing « Exterior Paintin
Personal :ﬂnﬁu and pr’:tfmlonl servie | | Repacement g SRS BRI : Deck Rgstoration 9
512-557-5605 Scolt Weaver o Lcensed & nsured | | ™" ruce v v, :
- .. www.kleenwindows99.com
&  (wimberleyeledriduns.co P.0. Box 2155 512-T71-1764 | | omwo sromn. s &
|w rygcm 29302 n‘ Wlmh:rlley,ﬂ 78676 |redgrizzlyelectric.com| S i Vst FREE ESTIMATES
fing & fing & ° °
Service Directory
E’ﬂ HER DAUGHTER .
OWNEDJRYORERATED) Put your ad in the For only
Aq. £ o Service Directory. g ;
WAl 5100/Month
oo + sl P Call for deadlines ontn.
| 512.630:1440 '

S2500FF ALL ROOF
REPLACEMENTS

WHEN YoU
MENTION THIS AD

and availabilty!

(512) 847-2202



www.louisnesbyairandheat.com
www.ogdenstreeservice.com
www.wimberleyelectricians.com
www.redgrizzlyelectric.com
www.kleenwindows99.com
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OUTDOORS

Dreaming Whitetail
2024-25 season underway, more than 700,000 Texas

=

By Matt Williams

Qutdoors Writer

It’s showtime for Tex-
as deer hunters. The 2024-
25 general hunting sea-
son for white-tailed deer
opened  stalowide at 30
minutcs belore sunrise on
Nov. 2.

Most whitetail junkies
will agree: There 1s noth-
mg like witnessing the
dawn of a new day from
the peaccful confines of a
cozy hunting blind situ-
ated in good deer woods.
For many, it makes no
difference if a deer shows
up or not. Just being out
there with a front row seat
in nature’s chapel is what
deer hunting is all about.

Experts are saying it
should be a banner vear in
most areas, with plenty of
mature bucks in the field.

Antler quality 1s ex-
pected to be average to
above average across
most of the state, thanks
to bountiful rainfall last
spring and early summer.
The exceptions are south-
west Texas and portions of
the Edwards Plateau. Ant-
ler quality there is expect-
ed to be average to slightly
below average in local-
ized areas that didn’t see
the timely moisture early
i the vear, according to
Blaise Korzekwa, white-
tailed deer program leader
with the Texas Parks and
Wildlifc Department.

Don’t sweat it if
work or other obligations
spoiled the chances of get-
ting in the field over open-
ing weekend., There 1
plenty of time 1o (il those
tags. The general season
runs through January 3 in
most of the state; January
19 in the South Zonge.

Texas: A
Whitetail Mecca

The stellar outlook
comes as no surprise. Just
about everv deer season
1s a good one for Texas
757,000 whitetail hunters.
It’s hard to imagine things
turning out any other way.

Texas 18 huge stale
with a robust whitc-tailed
deer herd currently esti-
mated at around 4.7 mil-
lion animals. That’s down
from the 2021 estimate of
3.4 million, bul still ncarly
3-4 times the deer popula-
tions found in other lead-
ing states like Michigan,
Alabama, Mississippi and
Wisconsin,

Much of the decline 1s
altributed to 2022 drought
conditions in the Edwards
Plateau ecoregion, which
historically maintaing
aboul 1/3 of the state’s
deor population. Korze-
kwa says poor habital
conditions across much
of that region over the last
fow vears has resulted in
a population dccling of
about 25 percent.

Despite  the  drop,
the Edward Plateau still
maintains a herd of about
1.5 million whitetails.
That’s equal to the total
decer population cstimales
in Wiscongin and Missis-
sippl. The biologist also
pointed out that deer pop-
ulations 1 most other re-
gions across Texas have
held stcady or scen slight
increcascs since 2019,

Not surprisingly, Tex-
as hunters bring home a
bounty of venison cach
scason. The numbers tell
the talc of the tape.

Texas deor hunters shot
nearly 740,000 whitetails
last season, according
to TPWD’s annual Big
Gamc Harvesl  Survey..
Among them were aboul
425,000 bucks (57 per-
cent) and about 315,000
does (43 percent).

The Edwards Plalcau
had thec most hunlecrs
(162,000) and accounted
for more harvest (188,000
deer) than anv other
ecoregion. South Texas
ranked sccond in total har-
vest (130,000, followed
by the Cross Timbers and
Prairies (103,500); Post
Qak Savannah (99,500);
Pineywoods (82,500); and
the Rolling Plains, about
73.000.

Korzekwa says the
total harvest last season
was up about nine percent
from 2022, largely due
to umproved habitat con-
ditions and antler qual-
ity. Statewide, hunters
enjoved a success rate of
68 percent last vear —
the highest recorded 1n at
least two decades.

“Even a down vyear
for Texas hunters is still
an exceptional vear when
vou look at deer hunting
success nationwide,” he
said. “The sheer number
of deer and the way our
hunters manage them are
key factors in the numbers
and quality of the bucks
Texas is known for.”

Dry and Crunchy

This  Oclober  was
among the dricst on record
nationwide, and much ol
the Texas landscape was
still brown and crunchy
just ahead of the scason
opener. As of Nov. 1,186
of the state’s 234 countics
were under burn bans.

Some hunters may be
wondering if the late sum-
mer/carly [all dry snap
might have a negative im-
pact on hunling success,
or the quality of bucks
they might see in the field
this season.

Korzckwa docsn’t
think so. In lact, the biolo-
gist says the dry landscape
could improve hunting
success, especially for
those who like to set up
i close proximity to corn
(ceders.

Photo by Matt Williams
The 2024-25 white-tailed deer season opened statewide on Nov. 2. Experts are
saying it's going to be a good one with plenty mature bucks in the field. Antler
quality is expected to average to above average across most of the state thanks to
good habitat conditions last spring and summer.

hunters expected to head to the field this season

old free-ranging buck scored 182 6/8, according to TBR.

Contributed photo/Texas Buck Registry
Some outstanding low fence bucks were tagged by the Texas hunters during the
October archery and MLD seasons. One of the best entered in the Texas Buck
Registry thus far is a Lampasas County 17 pointer shot by Ty Hinds. The 6 1/2-year

Hunter  Harveet

Hunting Hunter Buck Do Total % Hunter Harveat Days per per Huntersa
Season  EcoRegion # Huntars. Days Harvest Harvest Harvest 5t Bucks % Does Success  per Hunter  Hunter 1000ac__ per 1000ac
*2022-23 Blackland Prairies 19,458 251,235 8,965 9,342 18,307 48 &1 62 0.94 1281 644 6.85
T2022-23  Cross Timbers and Prairies 110,746 1,298,493 54,072 44,164 98,236 56 45 B9 0.89 11.72 8.05 9.07
*2022-23 Edwards Plaleau 168,513 1,578,548 87,670 78.929 177,589 55 45 73 1.05 8.37 882 838
*2022-23  Gulf Prairies and Marshes 14,876 200,774 7.832 6,700 14,533 54 468 73 0.98 13.50 784 a.02
*2022-23  High Plains 3770 36,855 2,642 1,604 4,247 62 kL) T3 1.13 are 237 211
*2022.23  Pineywoods 119,304 1,786,608 45,957 39 B34 &5,501 54 48 54 072 14 88 508 B34
T2022-23  Post Oak Savannah 113,089 1,308,885 44,636 33,878 78,514 57 43 59 0.68 11.67 5.23 7.53
2022-23 Eastern Rolling Plaine 58,684 677,852 27,272 25,857 53,128 51 a8 BT 0.891 11.55 5.70 6.30
*2022-23  Western Rolling Plains 34,640 a7m,013 14,810 7.549 22,459 =153 a3 58 0.65 10.71 1.58 243
*2022-23  South Texas Plains 83,833 808,302 61,716 49,637 111,353 55 45 T 1.19 9.68 666 561
*2022-23  Trans-Pecos, Mountains and Basin: 14,467 117,529 8,304 7,078 15,382 54 48 ad 1.08 a.12 346 328
“2022-23  Urban 2,038 14,356 840 Az 1,321 64 36 B0 0.65 7.05 292 4.19
*2022-23 Statewide 753,418 B,550,448 377,394 303,277 680,671 55 45 64 0.90 11.35 6.00 6.64
*2023-24 Blackland Pralrles 20,581 236,218 10,867 4,718 15,685 70 30 B8 076 11.47 5.52 724
*2023-24 Cross Timbers and Prairies 109,542 1,350,813 57,894 44 632 102,525 56 a4 7 0.94 1233 840 897
*2023-24  Edwards Plateau 162,117 1,644,658 109,156 79,062 188,218 58 42 74 1.16 10.14 9.4 8.05
*Z2023-24 Gulf Prairies and Marshes 14,688 173,439 9,564 8.289 17,853 54 45 B9 1.22 11.81 9.63 T892
*2023-24  High Plains 5.628 @0,A58 3,026 2,933 &,750 a7 43 an 1.20 10.82 aTa a15
*2023-24  Pineywoods 122,994 1.810,619 46,034 3I5ATO 82,505 56 a4 58 067 14.72 577 860
*2023-24 Post Osk Savannah 113,111 1,286,523 56,873 42,718 98,582 57 43 70 0.58 11.46 6.63 753
2U23-24  Eastern Rolling Plains 84,00 519,250 31370 19,000 SU3M0 - 28 i [PR-T4 1002 541 G621
T2023-24  Weatern Rolling Plalns 30,337 311,004 13,007 9,309 22316 58 a2 B4 0.74 10.25 1.57 213
202324 South Tees Plains a7,326 982 916 73,578 B8 B18 130,197 &7 43 7a 1.34 1010 778 582
*2023-24 Trans-Pecos, Mountains and Basin: 20,17% 201,357 12,114 8,799 20,913 58 42 BG 1.04 9.98 4.71 4.54
*2023-24  Urban 2.745 30,958 1.530 1,403 2,933 52 48 a0 1.07 11.28 6.03 5.65
*2023-24 Statewids 757,047 8,718,659 424,892 314,972 739,864 57 43 68 0.98 11.52 6.52 .68

Contributed graphic/TPWD

The above chart shows white-tailed deer harvest by region over the last two seasons. Around 757,000 deer
hunters shot 740,000 whitetails last season in Texas.

“A drought this time
of vear tvpically doesn’t
have as large of an im-
pact on the population.”
he said. “One thing the
does occur 1s the deer
tend to concentrate a more
around com feeders and
any succcessiul food plots.
We lend to sce highor
hunter success when we
have drought conditions,
mainly because the deer
arc pron¢ Lo comge o corn
fooders much betller than
when things arc lush and
green,”

Although it packs very
little nutritional  value,
corn 1s a greal source of
fucl for carrving the ani-
mals through winter. Fed
at regular intervals, on
a consistent basis, corn

can become somewhat
addictive.
Supplemental  food

plots also can boost the
odds of luring deer into
the open for evaluation,
ospecially late m the sca-
son alter natural [lood
supplics have been eox-
hausted. Food plots also
provide great sources of
nutrition to carry animals
through sircssful winters,
when other [ood supplics
arc scarce.

The bad news is food
plots need water to ger-
minate the seeds. With
limited rainfall around
the statc through carly
fall, many planting ef-
forts were a bust this vear
without irrigation to spur
the green-up. Korzekwa
savs acorn production is
another component hunt-
ers should take into con-
sideration when planning
hunting  strategies. The
nutritious nuts are a heav-
ilv preferred food source.
I've seen deer walk right
past corn piles en route to
white oak flats.

Acorn abundance can
vary from one vear to the
next. Bumper crop years
can make hunting around
corn feeders and food
plots pamnfully slow. Just
the opposite can happen
when acorns are scarce.

“If someone has a
lot of oaks, there 1s good
chance they will notice
activity around feeders
begin to slack off once

the acorns start to drop,”
Korzekwa said. “They’ll
still come to feeders, but
not near as much.”

As antler quality goes,
Korzekwa sayvs the recent
dry spell won’t have any
noticeable impacts be-
causc 1t happened afier
bucks had (ully developed
their antlers. Numerous
low fence bucks tagged by
October archery and Man-
aged Lands Dcer permit
holders arc solid cvidence
of the antler quality on
some mature ammals this
season.

Several have been en-
tered on the Texas Buck
Registry  wobsile, toxas-
[puckregisiry.com] Among
the best 18 a Lampasas
County 17 pointer shot
by Ty Hinds. Hinds’ buck
scorcs 182 7/8. accord-
ing to thc TBR wcbsilc.
Another is a Shackelford
County 14 pointer killed
by lady hunter Katie De-
gpino.  Degpino’™s  buck
scorcs 168 6/8 B&C.

While antler quality
certainly won’t be lack-
ing this season, Korzekwa
says dry conditions could
take a toll on the body
condition of bucks later
on.

“If the drought contin-
ues to hang on, we could
run Iinto some scenarios
where bucks may be in
worsc shapc than usu-
al during the post rut,”
Korzekwa said. “Bucks
naturally  lose  weight
during the rut because
they are out chasing does.
Without rain, there won’t
be any moisture in the
ground to promote the
growth of winter forbs.
That could definitely have
a negative lmpact their
body condition once the
rut winds down and make
them slower to recover.”

Deer Season At A
Glance
North Zone:
Nov. 2 - Jan. 5
South Zone:
Nov. 2 - Jan. 19

Special Late Season
North Zone:

Jan. 6-19, 2025
South Zone:

Jan. 20 - Fcb. 2

Youth-Only

North Zone: Oct. 253-27
and Jan. 6-19

South Zone: Oct. 25-27
and Jan. 6-19

Archery Only: Sept. 28 -
Nov. 1

Muvzlcloader: 90 Coun-
tics, Jan, 6-19

Hunter

Reminders

+ Carcass Disposal:
Hunters  are  reminded
carcass disposal rcgula-
tions implemented last
spring. The regulations
arec meant to help reduce
the risk of unintentional
transmisgion ol Chronic
Wasting Discase (CWD)
to susceptible wildlife
from CWD-positive areas
to arcas where the discase
is not yol known (o cxist.

TPWD says il is bost
to leave unused carcass
parts at the property of
harvest. Hunters are al-
lowed to debonge a carcass
at the property of harvest
provided:

— Meat 1s processed
no further than whole
muscles and mayv not
be ground, chopped, or
sliced.

— Meat from multiple
deer must remain in sep-
arate bags or containers
while transported.

— Proof of sex and
lagging requirements
remain with the meat
until reaching a final
destination.

If the carcass is trans-
ported away from the
property of harvest, un-
used parts must be dis-
posed of in a commercial
trash service, returned to
the property of harvest or
buried at least three feet
deep.

Harvested deer or
deer heads mayv be taken
to a commercial proces-
sor or taxidermist. The
processor or taxidermist
must properly dispose of

unused parts.

*  Increased Doe
Days: Deer hunters in 43
countics in casiern Texas
(Post Qak Savannah and
Pinecywoods ccorcgions)
are now allowed to take
antlerless deer during the
first 23 davs of the sea-
son, up from 16 days.

*  Hunicr Education
Certficate/License:  Al-
ways keep proof of a
valid hunting license and
hunter education cer-
tificatc with you in the
ficld, just in case you arc
checked by a game war-
den. In Texas, every hunt-
er born on or after Sept. 1,
1971, is required to pass a
state-approved hunter ed
course.

* White-Tailed Deer
Antler Restrictions: Ap-
plies in 117 counties. The
restrictions limit hunters
to two bucks, only one of
which may have an inside
spread of 13 inches or
more. The second legal
buck must have at least
one unbranched antler.
Reference the 2024-23
Texas Outdoor Annual to
check laws and bag limits
for your county.

* Mule Deer Antler
Restrictions: Applies in
Andrews, Armstrong,
Bailey, Briscoe, Cas-
tro, Childress, Cochran,

Collingsworth,  Cottle,
Dawson, Donley, Flovd,
Foard, Gaines, Hale,

Hall, Hardeman, Hockley,
Lamb, Lwynn. Lubbock,
Martin, Motley, Parmer,
Randall, Swisher, Ter-
ry, Terrell, and Yoakum
counties.

A legal buck deer is
defined as a buck with
an outside antler spread
of the main beams of 20
inches or greater. Aany
buck with at least one
unbranched antler (c.g.,
spike) is not legal to har-
vesl, unless the oulside
spread of the main beams
is at least 20 inches.

Matt Williams is a freelance writer
based in Nacogdoches. He can be
reached by email,
mattwillwritedu@yahoo.com.



www.buckregistry.com
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PETS OF THE WEEK

Featuring local furry friends eligible for 11/3 THEMELESS SUNDAY 108 by Rafacl Musa
adoption & looking for loving homes!
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23 Home project letters 46 Winter hrs. in Santa 66 Alliterative 3 YouTuber Mariko. or 32 Combo salon
Euliss 24 Broke a fast Ff . advertising adage author Bronte freatments
ll\ga;;ars i 26 Color akin to khaki 47 leld"q . 4 Tempe neighbor 33 Blotches from a
n . . .

Terrier mix 28"___ my last email 48 Gold, in Spanis DOWN ) 5 Spot with fountain pen
Howdy, I'm Euliss K 49 Prosecutors, for short  1Burn with water cappuccinos and 34 Person unlikely to
Everyone who meets me says I'm 50 . 9 Traditional J . k
a cheerful boy who loves life. 1 29 _-CIO — Mmeefing raditional Japanese calicos eep a secref

enjoy car rides and walk well on 6 Sense of self 36 2010 FIFA World CUp

a leash, so I'm great for apart- 3 1 |12 |13 .

ments because I'm quiet and well- 7 Drink made with anthem by Shakira

behaved. T can get a little excited ) .

around small dogs, but I calm espresso and milk 38 Tennis p|uyer

dowr} fluizlkl);and I love r:ileetiﬁg 8 Native Hawaiian RﬂdU((an

new friends. I'm smart and really . y .

good at learning new tricks, so I'm a pretty fun friend to have. I'm Dlsney (huruder 4 Eunh f”endly preflx

neutered, vaccinated, house-trained, and hoping to find a loving 9 Bi 1Ub 43 HE|pS out

foster or forever family who will love me and care for me. g R n

Please visit Lizzy or email us at LizzysHospice@ 10 Former partners 45 Artist hidden in "star

if you have any questions or would like to fill out an ower"

application. 1 Speak out? P h |
12 Personal annoyances 47 Arrange, as a shaw

Pumpkin 13 Gigarette butts 50 Punishment-related

Age: 18 mos. places 51 ___ Nadu (Indian

Female 15 They're saved for state)

In the spirit of Halloween, we . 59 (h h .

thought it was only fitting to rainy d(lyS urchgoers cries

feature Pumpkin, a 1.5-year-old, 2 cul_de_ 54 Was a passenger

22-pound pup with a personality _— .

as delightful as her name! Pump- 75 Letters hefore an 56 Wlde S(]ngSSO

kin is looking for a quiet home Seq" (]U1h0|' Jean

where her sweet nature and quirks

can truly shine. Known for her 27 "Pass"

excellent leash manners and love B3 G4 | .

of snuggling up with her person, 29 Ice-skuﬁng iumps 60 ACT alternative
she makes a wonderful, loyal B85 [ 62 US. state Wlth Ihe

companion.

Pumpkin would thrive best in a serene home without other pets
or young children, where she can enjoy a calm, consistent envi-
ronment. While she loves being near her human, Pumpkin can
feel unsure about being picked up and may experience some anxi-
ety when left alone, so we believe her ideal match will be a patient,
understanding adopter who can offer her the gentle, structured
support she needs.

If you're ready to open your heart to a one-of-a-kind dog, come
meet Pumpkin at our PAWS Kyle campus

For more information about Pumpkin or other animals available

Universal Crossword

online summary

30 Fathers, to toddlers
31 Sumptuous meal

58 Snoozefest

most counfies: Abbr.

Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books at QuillDriverBooks.com

WOMBANIA

by PETER MARINACCI

for adoption, visit: 0O YOU REALLY WANT

AN HONEST CRITIQUE
OF YOUR STORY, OR\

How to Foster/Adopt a DOT())IOLL'{AE’EW;BUME
Lizzy's Animal Hospice Pup FEEL COOD?

Lizzy's desperately needs foster families and forever families
for their sweet pups. Lizzy's is a 501¢3 non-profit elder care /
hospice for dogs 10+ years, large and small - most of which are
healthy. Lizzy's also has healthy pups under 10 years. Please
go to[izzyshospice.com/adopt-or-foster and click on the Apply
Here button to submit an application. Lizzy's is quick to process
applications and to respond to emails. Email lizzyshospice@

Copyright &2024 Peter Marinacci &ll Rights Reserved,

‘www.wombania.com

gmail.com] with any questions.

“Wombania is about a family of Wombies who move in with their human relative and take over his home and his life. An all-ages comic, Wombonia is
a unique look at life, relationships, food, and technology, and how we struggle to cope with the fast-paced, ever-changing world in which we live.”

Community Calendar

Dripping Springs

Farmers Market
November 6 & 13
Wednesdays

3-6p.m.

Local producers offer produce,
meats, and artisanal foods for
purchase along with flowers,
plants and hand-made crafts.
Dripping Springs Ranch Park
1042 Event Center Dr. * Drip-
ping Springs, TX 78620.

Art Market at the Triangle
November 9

10a.m. -4 p.m.

Local artists selling a variety of art
on Mercer Street. Sponsored by
the Dripping Springs Art League
and the Dripping Springs Parks

& Community Services. Veterans
Park ¢ 140 E. Mercer St. * Drip-
ping Springs, TX 78620

Pound House Farmstead
Community Mondays
November 11

8-11 a.m.

Every Monday Sept. 16-Nov. 18,
2024, from 8am until 11am, Come
walk, sit, play, read and just enjoy
the peaceful and beautiful historic
farmstead grounds. Tours are not
available during this time. It's a
great place for friends and family.
Pound House Farmstead * 419B
Founders Park Road ¢ Dripping
Springs, TX 78620

Driftwood Historical
Conservation Society
Monthly Meeting
November 12 * 6 p.m.
Monthly meeting of the Driftwood
Historical Conservation Society.
Come and learn about the latest
news about Driftwood and meet
your neighbors. Driftwood Com-
munity Center ¢ 15112 FM 150
* Driftwood, TX 78619

Holiday Art Market
November 23

1M1 a.m. -5 p.m.

Holiday Art Market with great
vendors, good music and drink.
Jester King Brewery ¢ 13126
Fitzhugh Rd. * Austin, TX 78736

Vintage Market

December 6-8

10a.m. -4 p.m.

Vintage market is a shopping
experience in time for your holi-
day gift-giving season. Live music,
and food and drinks. Dripping
Springs Ranch Park ¢ 1042 Event
Center Dr. * Dripping Springs, TX
78620.

Caliterra Hill Country
Holiday Bazaar

December 14-15

11 a.m. -6 p.m.

Grab your friends and shopping
lists for this fun shopping experi-
ence. Local artists and vendors,

live music, food & drink. Caliterra
Community Hall * 505 Wyn-
npage Dr. ¢ Dripping Springs, TX
78620. (Next to LeMuse coffee
shop)

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AND EDUCATION

City of Dripping Springs
Public Meetings

The City of Dripping Springs wel-
comes residents and others doing
business with the city to attend
any of the public meetings below.
Streaming option and meeting
packets at: cityofdrippingsprings.
com. Meetings are held at City
Hall Council Chambers ¢ 511
Mercer St. ¢ Dripping Springs,
TX 78620.

November 7 ¢ 4 p.m.
Historic Preservation
Commission Regular Meeting

November 12 ¢ 6:30 p.m.
Founders Day Commission
Meeting

November 13 ¢ 11 a.m.
Historic Preservation
Commission Regular Meeting

November 18 * 3:30 p.m.
Transportation Committee
Meeting

November 19 ¢ 6 p.m.
City Council Regular Meeting

Hays County

Commissioners Court
Regular Meeting

November 19 + 9 a.m.

This is a regular meeting of the
Hays County Commissioners
Court, the governing body of the
county. This group of elected offi-
cials and staff oversees the func-
tions and budget for all county-
related business. Hays County
Historic Courthouse ¢ 111 E. San
Antonio St. * San Marcos, Texas.
Streaming option available at
hayscountytx.com|

DRIPPING SPRINGS
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Dripping Springs

Board of Trustees

Monthly Meeting

November 18 * 6 p.m.

Live meeting of the DSISD Board
of Trustees which sets policy,
agenda and strategic planning for
the Dripping Springs school dis-
trict. Agendas and live streaming
option available at dsisdix.us. Live
meeting at the Center for Learning
& Leadership ¢ 300 Sportsplex
Dr. ¢ Dripping Springs, TX
78620.


www.lizzyshospice.com
www.gmail.com
www.hospice.com
www.gmail.com
www.pawsshelter.org
www.lizzyshospice.com/adopt-or-foster
www.gmail.com
www.upuzzles.com
www.quilldriverbooks.com
www.wombania.com
www.hayscountytx.com
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Place
your ad
here

Call Advertising at
(512) 858-4163

Dripping Springs Century News

+ Website and app for
ALL things Texas wine

¥ Plan a day wine
tasting or a weekend
getaway

<siabecraniiion " Share your itinerary
and map with friends

Call Advertising at
(512) 858-4163

Dripping Springs Century News

shop a little
bit of heaven

Place
your ad
here

Call Advertising at
(512) 858-4163

Dripping Springs Century News THAT STARTED IT ALL

It takes two hands to hold The Original #1 Whataburger
that our founder grilled up fresh for the first time in 1950
to make you say, “What a burger!” every time.

Herbert’s Taco Hut
has been a staple
in the city serving
you THE BEST food
for 48 years and
counting!

your ad
here

Call Advertising at
(512) 858-4163

Dripping Springs Century News

419 Riverside Dr. » San Marcos, TX 78666 «
512-392-2993

o

Hot’n Juicy
Explaine? i

At Wendy's our hamburgers Our t
are Hot 'n Juicy because they're Nioted e
made from 100% pure beef, e b

the way pou wont il

Shop 1893 for San Marcos’ coolest selection ;

of vintage, collectibles, antiques, resale, ‘

maker supplies, upcycled and original "
creations & more!

More than 3-dozen unigque vendors

Hours: Wed-Fri: Noon-5pm
Sat:10am - 3pm

Call Advertising at
(512) 858-4163

Dripping Springs Century News

The Price Center
222 W San Antonio Street
Downtown San Marcos

NEWS TODAY

I
(==

Bripping Springs Century News

_. Phone: 512 - 858 - 4163
tps://www.drippingspringsnews.com



www.txwinelover.com
https://www.drippingspringsnews.com
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AL GONZALEZ
AG WEALTH ADVISORS

BEST INVESTMENT
ADVISOR

INESS

Ambassadors from the Chamber of Commerce and friends gathered on Oct 29 at the Caliterra community center to celebrate AG Wealth Advisors and its founder Al
Gonzales with a ribbon cutting ceremony and reception.

PHOTO KEN VARGAS

Dripping Springs Chamber celebrates AG
Wealth Advisors with ribbon cutting

Ken Vargas

Managing Editor
Ambassadors  from

the Dripping Springs

Chamber of Com-

merce gathered at the
Caliterra clubhouse on
Oct. 29 to celebrate a
ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny to officially welcome
Al Gonzales and his
firm, AG Wealth Advi-
sors, to the community.

Gonzales, is the
founder and chief fi-
nancial planner at AG
Wealth Advisors, with
more than 19 years of
experience in the finan-
cial services industry.
His Dripping Springs-
based firm specializes in
life insurance for fami-
lies.

As an independent
financial advisor, Gon-
zales partners with LPL
Financial, one of the
largest  independent
advisor  broker-dealer
platforms. “They han-
dle my back-office op-
erations, trades, and
are the custodian of my
clients portfolios. As

AG Wealth Advisors
founder, I work with
my clients to create fi-
nancial solutions from
resources available on
the LPL platform for
themselves and their es-
tates,” Gonzales said.

Originally from New
York City, Gonzales
and his family lived in
Northwest Austin for
32 years before relocat-
ing to Dripping Springs
in 2019 with his wi%e
and three adult chil-
dren.

“My wife and 1
wanted to live in a
small-town  commu-
nity where we could
grow and be known in
the area. We moved to
Northwest Austin in
1987 and wanted to
regain that small-town
lif%style when we came
here in 2019,” he said.

Gonzales earned a
Certificate of Finan-
cial Planning from the
University of Texas at
Austin in 2021 and
achieved the Certified
Plan Fiduciary Advisor
designation in 2023.
He also holds a bach-

elor’s degree in interna-
tional economics from
Boston University and
an MBA in technolo
management from the
University of Phoenix.

AG Wealth Advi-
sors operates without
a storefront; advisors
work from home of-
fices and meet with
clients in a secure on-
line environment, such
as Zoom. This unique
setup made the ribbon-
cutting ceremony un-
conventional, as the
Chamber celebrated a
business that connects
with clients remotely
rather than at a physical
location.

Active in the local
business  community,
Gonzales serves on
the Dripping Springs
Chamber of Commerce
board of directors and
as an ambassador for
the Austin Chamber of
Commerce. AG Wealth
Advisors was recently
named “Best Finan-
cial Advisor” in the
2024 Best of Dripping
Springs Awards, chsen

by readers of the Drip-

AL GONZALES

ping Springs Century
ews.

“I put myself out
there Ey becoming in-
volved with many areas
of the Chamber. My
business is all about re-
lationships and trust. I
lead by example, re-ig-
niting the Ambassador’s
program and engaging
other Chamber mem-
bers. I lead the monthly
Chamber networking
event, Coffee Connec-
tion, and I'm now on
the Chamber board
listening to members
needs,” Gonzales said.

He encourages all
businesses and solo en-
trepreneurs to join the
Chamber, callir(lig it a

“great way to develop

friendships,  potential
clients, mentors, and
engage with the com-
munity as a resource b
giving your time, taz
ents, and treasures.”

A familiar face at lo-
cal events, Gonzales is
known for his support
of area business meet-
ings and community
gatherings. In his free
time, he enjoys travel-
ing, attending sports
events, and reading.

Gonzales said his
ideal client is someone
looking to minimize
their tax consequences
and remain comfort-
ably retired. “Having
a financial plan helps
individuals, Families, or
businesses understand
the opportunities they
can pursue in retire-
ment. Traveling, buying
a second home, or cre-
ating a legacy for future
family members are
some of the goals my
clients have,” he said.

For more informa-
tion about AG Wealth

Advisors,  visit  ag-

twealthadvisors.com)
call 512-877-8764.

hadvi or

Texas named top state for business in 2024

Staff Reports

Site Selection maga-
zine has named Texas
the top state for busi-
ness climate in the
U.S., marking the sec-
ond consecutive year
the state has claimed
the title.

In the magazine's
November 2024 is-
sue, Texas topped a
list of the top 25 state
business climates, fol-
lowed by Georgia,
North Carolina, Vir-
ginia, and Florida.
Rankings were based
on a 14-metric index
that included a sur-
vey of corporate real
estate executives and
site selectors, corpo-
rate facility investment
data from the Conway
Projects Database, and
various external sourc-
es measuring factors
such as taxation, in-
frastructure, tech em-
ployment, and startup
ecosystems. Ohio, Ari-
zona, Indiana, Illinois,
and Michigan round
out the top 10.

Among the top 10

states, Florida saw the

most significant rise,
jumping from No. 8 to
No. 5. Arizona moved
to No. 7 from No. 11,
and Indiana climbed
six spots to No. 8. The
executive survey com-
ponent of the rankings
placed Texas in the No.
1 position, followed by
North Carolina, Ten-
nessee, Virginia, and
Georgia.
« .

Texas again leads
all states with the top
business climate in
America for the sec-
ond year in a row,”
Gov. Greg Abbott
said in a statement.
“As the eighth-largest
economy in the world,
Texas is the No. 1 des-
tination for businesses
to come here, succeed
here, and create more

ood-paying jobs for
Eardworking Texans.
Texas offers advan-
tages no other state
can claim: a business-
friendly climate with
no corporate or per-
sonal income tax, a
highly skilled, diverse
workforce, easy access
to global markets, ro-
bust  infrastructure,
and a reasonable regu-

latory  environment
that allows businesses
and entrepreneurs to
thrive. 1 thank Site
Selection ~ magazine
for recognizing Texas
as the nation’s leader,

and I congratulate
economic  develop-
ment  professionals

across this great state
for their work to keep
Texas the economic
envy of America.”

In addition to rank-
ing No. 1 overall, Tex-
as also led all states in
the survey of corporate
real estate executives
and site selectors, a
key data point in Site
Selection's annual Top
Business Climate in-
dex.

Other factors that
contributed to Texas'
top ranking included
the number of job-
creating relocation
and expansion projects
in the state, as well as
Texas' pro-growth ap-
proach, investments
in workforce develop-
ment and infrastruc-
ture, access to technol-
ogy and tech talent,
and a stable regulatory
environment.

Central Texas
economy continues
to enjoy strong
employment growth

Staff Reports

In September 2024,
the unadjusted unem-
ployment rate in the
Rural Capital Area
of Central Texas de-
creased to 3.5 percent,
according to data re-
leased by the Texas
Workforce Commis-
sion (TWC). This
means that 3.5 percent
of the workforce in the
nine-county  Work-
force Solutions Rural
Capital Area (WS-
RCA) were actively
seeking employment,
totaling 24,503 resi-
dents.  Additionally,
there were more than
21,546 job openings
available online across
various industries.

Since  September
2023, the local labor
force has grown b
19,526 resi(fents, wit
18,465 of them suc-
cessfully finding em-

ployment within the
area. In September,
the  unemployment
rates in the WSRCA
counties were as fol-
lows:

* Blanco County:
2.8 percent (down
from 3.0 percent in
August)

* Burnet County:
3.1 percent (down
from 3.4 percent in
August)

* Hays County: 3.4
percent (down from
3.7 percent in August)

* Lee County: 3.2
percent (down from
3.5 percent in August)

* Williamson Coun-
?I: 3.6 percent (down
rom 3.8 percent in
August)

* Bastrop County:
3.5 percent (down
from 3.8 percent in
August)

* Fayette County:
3.2 percent (down
from 3.6 percent in

Business Calendar
of Events

Chamber Coffee
Connector
November 6  8:15
a.m.

Morning Business
Networking for Drip-
ping Springs Chamber
of Commerce members
Please bring plenty of
business cards to share.
Non-member guests
may attend once before
joining and must register
through Chamber staff

by contacting amanda@
Drip-
ping Springs Distilling
5330 Bell Springs Rd.
* Dripping Springs, TX
8620

Rotary Club of
Dripping Springs
Regular Meeting
November 6 * Noon
From the earliest days of
the organization Rotar-
ians have been con-
cerned with promoting
high ethical standards in
their professional lives
and serving the commu-
nity. Come visit to learn
more.

Flores Mexican Restau-
rant * 2440 E HWY
290 e Dripping Springs
TX 78620

Monkees of
Dripping Springs
Ribbon Cutting

Nov 8 * Noon

Join us for a ribbon cut-
ting and grand opening
of Monkees, a high end
women’s boutique is
now open in Dripping
Springs. The store offers
clothing, accessories,
gifts and shoes through
a mix of selected brands
and designers. Come on
out and help us welcome
them into the commu-
nity. 136 Drifting Wind
Run #121 < Dripping
Springs, TX 78620

Community Day for
Nonprofits
November 13
8a.m.-5p.m.
Dripping Springs Com-
munity Day is a full day
of speakers sharing
their expertise on non-
profit topics that affect
your organization’s
growth, finances and
governance. Designed
exclusively for nonprofit
board members, staff
and volunteers. $50 fee
if registered by Nov 8.
$60 after that deadline.
Contact the Dripping
Springs Chamber of
Commerce at 512-858-
7000 or email info@
dstxchamber.com

Deep Eddy Vodka Tast-
ing Room ¢ 2250 E.
HWY 290 < Dripping
Springs, TX 78620

Franchise Expo
November 14 & 15
10a.m. -4 p.m.

Meet with 125 of the
hottest franchise brands
at every investment level
and industry. Several
workshops and seminars
offered. FREE admission.
Go to franchiseexpo.
com/ austin for more
information and to
register. Austin Hotel
9721 Arboretum Blvd. ¢
Austin, TX 78759

Have a business net-
working meeting or event
to share? Send your
listing in 50 words or less
to dscenturynews@gmail.
com using the subject
line "Business Calendar
Notice" at least 10 days
before your event date.

August)

* Caldwell County:
3.6 percent (down
from 4.1 percent in
August)

* Llano County: 3.4
percent (down from
3.9 percent in August)

In comparison to
the statewide unem-
ployment rate, which
decreased to 4.1 per-
cent in Septempber,
the region's unem-
loyment figures were
Fower. Similarly, the
national  unemploy-
ment rate dropped to
3.9 percent.


www.wealthadvisors.com
www.dstxchamber.com
www.dstxchamber.com
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Tiger Marching Band advances to State Championship

The Dripping Springs HS Tiger Band punched their ticket to the UIL 6A State Marching Contest on Saturday on Nov. 2 at Heroes Stadium in San Antonio. Following a preliminary performance in the rain
and a weather delay, Dripping Springs delivered its final performance at 10:45 p.m.to be named one of five Area D bands to advance to the state competition.The Tiger Band will compete at the UIL State
Marching Contest on Nov. | | at the Alamodome in San Antonio. The band will perform second out of 40 participating bands at 8:45 am.. The 14 bands advancing to finals will compete Tuesday, Nov. 12

beginning at 2:15 p.m..
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KAY JEANES REALTOR® 830.385.6863 kjeanes@stanberry.com
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Belterra

Beautiful Belterra lot with
views! Almost a half acre lot
ready for your builder! Lot has
been cleared and prepared for
building! Across the street
from one of the beautiful

'-41 neighborhood parks! $299,900

Koy s

REALTOR®

LESLIE CRIDER REALTOR® GRI CNE 512.626.9249 leslie@stanberry.com

REDUCED PRICE! 291 Brunson Ln

Wimberley, TX 78676

Seller Will Consider LT
All Reasonable Offers! S THE
Tranquility meets Sustainable Living & CRIDER

in gorgeous Wimberley! Multi- Generational = e TE AM
Living Potential with 2-story ADU on property.  “s b -'
Full RV hook-up. Approx. 2720sf on 5.041ac ..° .

with too many features to list. e
MLS#2016114

BILL FLOOD REALTOR® 512.914.6392 bflood@stanberry.com

—

205 S Flat Rock Way

Blanco County

$50K buyer incentive for Vets!

The ultimate work at home or
multigenerational home on 6.5 acres in
beautiful Legacy Hills! 3 bdrm, 3.5 bath

1 story main home +a 1 story, 1.5 bath

= Juest house/casita with game & weight
- rooms. Big deck overlooking pool, hot tub,
pickle ball/basketball court and a fabulous
panoramic view! Low tax rate 1.3457.

Offered at $2,450,000
512.627.5804

STANBERRY
REALTORS®

LES BOLTON REALTOR® lesbolton@stanberry.com

8320 McMeans Trail
SW Austin 78737

Serene country compound within minutes of
Downtown and ABIA. Charming 3 bedroom,
3 bath main house with wrap around porch,
detached building with gameroom, full bath,
& office/4thbedroom. Picture windows
lookout over Xeriscape. 1.4 acres offered at
$1,450,000. Additional 1.4 acres available.

Odell Excavation and Equipment
ROY ODELL 512.923.8608 roygodell@gmail.com

ROADS * DRIVEWAYS * SITEPADS * LAND CLEARING
ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITIES * LICENSED INSTALLER
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Dripping Springs Tigers' Christa Wilburn (#6) leaps for a kill shot against Vista Ridge in Monday's
first-round match of their Bi-District playoff. The Lady Tigers won the match in three sets 25-23,
25-15 and 25-13 at Austin’s Burger Center to advance to the Area round. Last week, the Lady Tigers
clinched their district title with a 12-0 record in district play.

PHOTO KEN VARGAS

Lady Tigers Volleyball
finish regular season

Carl Waits
Sports Reporter

The final district
game was with second
place finisher Austin
High. It was anoth-
er excellent contest
to prepare Drippin
Sprllt?lgsp for theppu ;
coming playoffs. It is
a game that will likely
be a rematch later in
the playoffs as both
teams will be com-
eting in D2. In this
Enal match Dripping
Springs outlasted Aus-

tin 3-1 (25-23, 23-25,
25-21, 25-16). The
Lady Tigers finished
the regular season
44-2 and an undefeat-
ed record of 12-0 in
district play.

Tiger stats: Kills
(62): Henley Ander-
son 24, Riley Certain
15, Chrlsta Wilburn
13; Aces (7): Certain
3, Lourdes Frontera,
Callie Krueger, Wil-
burn, Anderson; Blks
(5): Sydney Lund 2,
Eloise Rofters, Ash—
ley Euston, Anderson;
Digs (55): Krueger 14,

Wilburn 12, Ander-
son 11, Frontera 10;
Assts (61) Frontera
34, Lund 24, Krueger
2;  Receiving  (67):
Krueger 24, Wilburn
18, Certain 15, An-
derson 9.

Season leaders:
Kills: Anderson 503,
Wilburn 308; Aces:
Krueger 61, Ander-
son 60; Blks: Euston
32, Lund 27; Digs:
Krueger 464, Wilburn
318; Assts: Frontera
724, Lund 438; Re-
ceiving: Krueger 533,
Anderson 435.
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