Drippin

A
]

f , f

1
—

o gEway 70 THE

-

TR

School’s Back: Smiles, safety take
center stage in north Hays County

Kyleigh Sue Schlike, 4,was bright-eyed and eager to learn and
make new friends as she started her very first day of pre-
kindergarten at Dripping Springs Elementary School August 3.
Have photos of your first-day students you want to share? E-mail
them to dscenturynews@gmail.com for a photo spread in next
week's paper PHOTO BY KEN VARGAS

Ken Vargas
Managing Editor

Tuesday marked the
first day of school for
thousands of students
and their families in
North Hays County.
Students at Dripping
Springs  Elementary
rose at dawn to pre-
pare for the start of the
new school year. For
Kyleigh Sue Shlicke,
4, a pre-K student, her
beaming face captured
the excitement of a
child eager to learn
and make new friends.

Meanwhile,  staff
directed traffic and
helped guide families
from the chaotic park-
ing lot into a sem-
blance of order. Many
students were excited
to begin school, while
others were still a bit
sleepy or unsure of
what to expect. Teach-
ers and staff provided
reassurance with wel-
coming smiles, sig-

naling hope for a new
chapter of learning
and self-discovery.

Buses navigated the
winding Hill Country
roads to pick up stu-
dents living in rural
areas, safely deliver-
ing them to their first
day of class in the new
school year.

As f?;shing school
zones remind driv-
ers that school is back
in session, local law
enforcement officers
will also be visible to
help the community
ease into the change
in traflic following the
summer break.

Hays County Con-
stable Ron Hood,
who oversees deputies
in North Hays Coun-
ty, conﬁrmeg that his
dt:puties will be more
visible this week. "Our
goal is to create a safe
environment for stu-
dents, staff, and par-
ents. By maintaining a

Staff Reports

San Marcos Acad-
emy students returned
to campus on Wednes-
day, Aug. 7, markin
the start of the 117t

SEE SCHOOL PAGE |0

school year. Faculty
and staff welcomed

Residents of Gateway Estates ask for

more time amid evictio

Ken Vargas
Managing Editor

Residents of the
Gateway Estates, a
mobile home com-
munity just east of
the Dripping SprinEs
city limits, are see
ing more time after
receiving 60-day no-
tices to vacate their

SEE GATEWAY PAGE |0

n deline

Residents of the Gateway Estates mobile home were told by their landlord, Gateway Development
LLC, they have 60 days to move their homes and personal property. The residents are pleading for
more time and are now in discussion with the owner; and city, and county officials to find a solution
to their housing crisis. PHOTO BY KEN VARGAS

144 lower school stu-
dents (PreK 3-5th), 78
middle school students
(6th-8th), and 112
upper school students
(9th—12th) from Cen-
tral Texas and around
the world. Additional
students are expect-
ed to arrive later this
week. Of the 334 stu-
dents who began classes
Wednesday, 90 were
new to the school.

San Marcos Acad-
emy boasts a diverse
population, with stu-
dents from across Tex-
as, the United States,
and around the globe.
In addition to serving
day students from Cen-
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San Marcos Academy lower school students sing for ]-O-Y during
their opening chapel. The school celebrates the start of their
[ I 7th school year PHOTO SAN MARCOS ACADEMY

San Marcos Academy
begins 117th school year

tral Texas, the academy
hosts boarding students
from St. Kitts, South
Korea, China, Saudi
Arabia, Congo, Nige-
ria, Austin, Houston,
and the Texas Valley.
Eighteen students from
Dripping Springs and
Driftwood are current-
ly enrolled.

“Our student body
is made up of students
from our Central Texas
backyard, across our
great state, and around
the world. It is a privi-
lege to welcome our
returning students as
well as our new fami-
lies to campus and in-
vite them to join us in
abiding Witﬂ\ Christ
this year as they grow
in their academic and
spiritual life,” said Dr.
Brian Guenther, presi-
dent of San Marcos
Academy. “Every one
of our students matters

SEE ACADEMY PAGE |

Democratic Party nominates
Calvert for District Clerk

Dalton Sweat
Publisher

The Hays County
Democratic Party con-
sidered four individuals
as potential nomina-
tions for the open Hays
County District Clerk
position. Amanda Cal-
vert was nominated by
the party.

The election of a new
district clerk was neces-
sitated by the resigna-
tion of Avrey Ander-
son, who resigned from
office amid a lawsuit
seeking his removal.
The suit accused him of
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failing to fulfill the du-
ties o% the clerK’s office,
including issuing jury
summons and subpoe-
nas, sending protective
orders to law enforce-
ment and processing
cases declineé) for pros-
ecution, among others.

“I feel like I have the
experience and educa-
tion to run for this posi-
tion,” Calvert said. “...
I think what the office
is probably in critical
need of is strong lead-
ership and experience
with the county, and
that's really my main
aspect. Making sure we

add an additional 10

.

Amanda Calvert. PHOTO
SUBMITTED

years of criminal jus-
tice experience in the
county into that office

SEE CALVERT PAGE 9

Republican party nominates
Muzzy for District Clerk

John Pacheco
Contributor

After a special com-
mittee vetting process
of candidates Ey the
Hays County Repub-
lican  Party, Philip
Muzzy was selected as
the Republican Party’s
candidate for Hays
County District Clerk.

The election of a
new district clerk was
necessitated by the res-
ignation of Avrey An-
cFerson, who resigned
from office amid a
lawsuit ~ seeking  his
removal. The suit ac-
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cused him of failing to
fulfill the duties of the
clerk’s office, including
issuing jury summons
and subpoenas, send-
ing protective orders
to law enforcement
and processing cases
declined for prosecu-
tion, among others.

‘I think  Hays
County got the short
end of the stick for
the last two-years,”
Muzzy said. “I'm not
one to shy away from
a challenge. I believe
that from day one, I
can perform and do
the job in this office.

I can also create pro-
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Philip Muzzy. PHOTO BY
JOHN PACHECO

cesses, procedures and
systems that would
supplement the Dis-

SEE MUZZY PAGE 4
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Obituaries

S Perry

gust 1, 2024, in Austin,
Texas.

Please read the full
obituary at Harrellfuner-
klhomes.con]

A Public visitation
will be held 10:00AM
- 11:00AM Monday Au-
gust 12th at Harrell Fu-
neral Homes of Dripping
springs. A Funeral Service
will begin at 11:00AM
on August 12th following

Norma Perry

| We are gatheredfi;;[ will be a burial at Fischer
OVINg Memoty Of AIS. Cemetery in Fischer TX.
Norma Sachtleben Perry,

If you are unable to join
in person you can join us
virtually here at Harrell-

ltuneralhomes.com|

a cherished matriarch,
friend, and beacon of
warmth, who passed
away peacefully on Au-

Dripping Springs
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- Serving the community since 1939
Serving Dripping Springs and the area
for 80 years and counting!

120 Hwy 290 W. (512) 894-4114
Dripping Springs, TX 78620 (512) 858-4252
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Wimberley, TX 78676
(512) 797-1178

451 S. CANYONWOOD DR.
DRIPPING SPRINGS, TX 78620
512-894-8651

www.drippingspringsauto.com|
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Judge blocks Texas from releasing this
year’s school accountability ratings

The ruling marks the fifth consecutive year Texas families have not received a full picture
of their schools’ ratings, which are used to determine how they are performing.

Sneha Dey

The Texas Tribune

A Travis County
judge has blocked

the Texas Education
Agency from releasing
its ratings of the state’s
school districts and
campuses for a second
year in a row.

Judge Karin Crump
on Monday issued a
temporary restraining
order the same day
Texas school districts
filed their second law-
suit over the state’s
changes to the metrics
used to measure their
performance. Here’s
what you need to
know:

The  background:
How Texas school dis-
tricts should be graded
for their performance
has been a contention
point since last year.

The ratings that
public schools receive
are in large part based
on how their students
do on the State of
Texas Assessments of
Academic Readiness,
an annual statewide
standardized test that
measures students’
understanding of
state-mandated core
curriculum.

Texas legislators
required the TEA to
redesign the STAAR
test by 2023 so it
could be administered
almost entirely online
and wouldn’t have so
many multiple choice

uestions. Following
the redesign, the TEA
moved to use comput-
ers to grade students’
written answers for

the first time this year.

The state also an-
nounced last year
that schools would
need to meet stricter
benchmarks to get a
good rating on its ac-
countability  system,
which grades them
on an A-F scale. High
schools can now only
get an A if 88% of
their seniors enrolled
in college, pursued a
non—collge e career or
entered the military.
That benchmark used
to be at 60%.

The state says strict-
er benchmarks will
mean schools will be
required to better pre-
pare students for life
after high school. And
while Texas school
districts agree they
would like to raise the
number of students
who are ready for life
after high school, they
argue that the state is
moving the needle too
fast.

Why Texas schools
are suing a second
time: Texas school dis-
trict leaders are ques-
tioning the validity of
STAAR results since
an automated system
started scoring them
this year. They say low
scores on STAAR’s
reading section are
because of the new
grading tool, not nec-
essarily because of stu-
dents’ skills or teach-
ers performance.

As a result, school
district leaders con-
tend, the STAAR test
cannot be trusted to
produce fair grades of
school districts’ per-
formance. They say

TEA needs to get a
third party to review
the test.

“The STAAR test
itself, the changes
were fairly radical tiis
time around,” said
Nick Maddox, an at-
torney  representing
the school districts.
“The trend for all
school districts is that
scores have decreased
fairly significantly. We
believe that the issue is
this test itself.”

Why Texas schools
sued the first time:
The lawsuit filed
Monday is the second
legal battle over the
A-F rating system.

Last fall, a Travis
County judge tempo-
rarily blocked the re-
lease of the 2023-24
ratings, siding with
more than 120 school
districts who argued
that the TEA had not
given them enough
notice before intro-
ducing stricter college
readiness standarfs.
The judge still has to
make a final ruling
on that lawsuit. The
TEA has already said
it plans to appeal the
judge’s decision.

Families have had
five years without a
complete set of school
ratings. Texas schools
and districts did not
get ratings in 2020
or 2021 because of
the COVID-19 pan-
demic. And in 2022,
struggling schools set
togeta D oran F got
extra relief: Senate Bill
1365 directed TEA
to forgo official rat-
ings for those schools,
sparing them from

any sanctions and giv-
ing them time to re-
sEond to the effects of
the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Why the A-F ac-
countability  system
matters: Each school
district and school is
graded on an A-F scale
every year based on
their students’ stan-
dardized test scores
and academic growth.
The TEA also looks
at their progress on
closing racial and so-
cioeconomic achieve-
ment gaps.

Parents rely on the
rating system to see
how successful school
districts are in prepar-
ing their children and
to decide where to en-
roll their kids.

For schools, a bad
grade could mean big
consequences. If a fail-
ing score leads to fam-
ilies leaving the dis-
trict, that means less
money for the school
since state funding is
tied to student atten-
dance.  Consecutive
years with a failing
grade could trigger a
state takeover, like the
one at Houston ISD.

This article original-
ly a;pmred in The Tex-
as Iribune ar  hitps://
wwuw.texastribune.
0re/2024/08/12/texas-
scfool—accounmbih’t -
ratings-lawsuit/. T/)J/e
Texas Tribune is a
member-supported,
nonpartisan newsroom
informing and engag-
ing lexans on state pol-
itics and policy. Learn
more at texastribune.

org.

DISD now accepting applications for
community advisory committees

Staff Reports

The Dripping
Springs Indepen-
dent School District
(DSISD) is now ac-
cepting  applications
from citizens to serve
on its community advi-
sory commiittees for the
2024-25 school year.
Applications will be ac-
cepted through August
30.

The success of Drip-
ping Springs ISD is
dependent on its part-
nership and effective
engagement  between
district administration
and the community’s
stakeholders  includ-
ing parents, taxpayers,
businesses and others.
The advisory commit-
tees want stakehold-
ers to provide valuable

insight, expertise, and
feecﬁback

for the district

The district believes
that the community
adviso committees
strengthen the ties be-
tween the district, its
campuses, and the
community and en-
hance the core educa-
tional process. Com-
mittees provide input
to the district on a va-
riety of subjects, includ-
ing district and campus
planning, academic
Ero ramming, student
eaﬁh initiatives, and
long-range facilities and
bond planning, among
others.

Stakeholders may ap-
ply for as many com-
mittees as they like,

however,  participants
are limited to serving
on one community

advisory ~ committee
per year. A list of com-
mittees and their ap-
plication forms for tl['?e
2024-25 school year are
as follows:

DSISD  community
advisory committees:

e C(itizens Bond
Steering Committee

* Budget Collabora-
tion Committee

* District Advisory
Committee

* Gifted & Talented
Advisory Committee

* Name Recommen-
dation Committee

¢ School Health Ad-
visory Council

e Special Educa-
tion Parent Leadership
Committee

e Campus Advisory
Committees

Applications will be
reviewed and stake-

holders will be notified
no later than October
1 if they have been se-
lected for a committee.

Applicants are evalu-
atedp ased on the fol-
lowing criteria:

¢ Relevant areas of ex-
pertise and credentials;

* Equitable campus
and demographic rep-
resentation;

e Prior or current
membership on  dis-
trict-level or campus-
level committees;

e Prior or current
membership on com-
munity committees;

e Individual interest
and rationale for ap-
plying to serve on the
specified committee.

Information on each
of DSISD’s committees
can be found at dsisdtx.
us/committees.

San Marcos Academy

Excellence in Christian Education Since 1907

PreK 3 - 12th Grade

@& www.smabears.org

BEGIN YOUR ACADEMY EXPERIENCE TODAY!

Now accepting applications for Spring 2024 and 2024-2025 Academic Year

®) 512-753-8000
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»  Dripping Springs
Art League

ART | COMMUNITY | CONNECTION

-
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Welcome to our

first. ‘ART BEAT’
column. We are
grateful to the ‘Cen-
tury News for high-
lighting art in Drip-
ping Springs and
offering the Drip-
ping Springs Art
League (DSAL) this

community forum.

Dripping needs
more art. Our kids
need more art.

We all need more
creativity,  beauty,
and  thought-pro-
voking art in our
lives.

The Dripping
Springs Art League
initially offered a
spring 2023 Gallery
Tour which high-
lighted the tremen-
dous artistic talent
collected within
Dripping  Springs’
seven local galleries.
Most of the hun-
dreds of attendees
said they weren’
even aware of galleries in
Dripping before the tour.
From these words and the
energy and passion at a lat-
er summer community art
forum, we formed our non-
profit to raise awareness of
the art scene and live our
mission — Art | Commu-
nity | Connection — every
day.

ART:

Whether you are an ex-
perienced professional art-
ist, a relatively new artist,

ART BEAT

or an aspiring creative, the
DSAL offers opportunities
to practice your talents
and explore new direc-
tions. I encourage you to
carve out time to explore
the power of art in your

life.

COMMUNITY:
For the DSAL, ‘Com-
munity’ is our middle
name. Whether you are
a painter, ceramic artist,
sculptor, metal artist, fi-

ber artist, photographer,
or jeweler, we have media-
specific clubs and socials
so local artists can meet
their tribe and explore cre-
ative paths together.

We also believe art is vi-
tal for the general commu-
nity — our %ome town! Art
helps liven up a room, a
Walﬁ), a coffee table, an out-
door garden, a building, a
street, or a park. It taps
our curiosity and ignites
our community pride. Art

Family Art Saturday at Appamada School. PHOTO BY DRIPPING SPRINGS ART LEAGUE

sparks our inner spirit and
attracts visitors to our lo-
cal establishments. Art
complements the tradi-
tional while sparking the
ossibilities of the future.

he DSAL is committed
to being a vibrant creative
catalyst for our commu-
nity.

We stand tall on the
shoulders of our magnifi-
cent volunteers and are
grateful for the relation-
ships we've forged with

the City and local
establishments that

support our mis-
sion.
CONNECTION:

For those artists
who wish to explore
opportunities to
share the stories and
passion behind their
art, to display their
talent in galleries
and businesses, and
to sell their creations
to art lovers, we wel-
come you. It is a
thrill to see our art-
ists beam with pride
celebrating their
art displayed at the
Chamber, Sunflower
Bank, and Ally Med-
ical. Its amazing
to see artists setup
booths at local art
markets for the first
time and sell their
art to the spellbound
public. DSAL sup-
ports these ventures
with our Business of
Art series, Market Mentor-
ing Meetings, and display
and market events through-
out the community.

Join us at Songwriters
Festival this fall and stroll
amongst the Stars of Drip-
ping Springs this winter.
Participate in our 2025
West of Weird Studio tour
and find your tribe through
our clubs and socials. Wel-
come to the DSAL, your
hub for art in Dripping!

This article is by the Dripping Springs Art League is a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to supporting the art community in Dripping Springs and surrounding area.
For more information about the league, visitlartindripping.com]

%

C /|

KAY JEANES REALTOR® 830.385.6863 kjeanes@stanberry.com
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DRIPPING SPRINGS

Wit til dawn
or dusk

The midday sun causes water to
evaporate quickly. Avoid outdoor
watering between 10 a.m. and

10+ ACRES

Beautiful, wooded lot along
Cripple Creek in Stagecoach
Ranch! Property features oak,
# madrone, and cedar trees

galore. Multiple building sites
with views!

Koy Jrascs

REALTOR®

g REDUCED!

LESLIE CRIDER REALTOR® GRI CNE 512.626.9249 leslie@stanberry.com

1
REDUCED PRICE! 291 Brunson Ln

X Wimberley, TX 78676 e,
B Seller Will Consider & e ™ 7 p.m. to save water. Every drop
All Reasonable Offers! & CRIDER T d .
Tranquil Sustainable Livi .
ir:ag‘;r:)(:;e;ﬁsmve\al?rtrlsbelrjlsetyalrl:/iliultie-Ger:?rational '-.TEAM_.-' Counts towor preserV|ng o Woter

Living Potential with 2-story ADU on property. et
Full RV hook-up. Approx. 2720sf on 5.041ac
with too many features to list.

MLS# 2016114 Asking $994,900.

Knowledge & Key

supply — lakes Travis and Buchanan.

Fl

Learn more at

BILL FLOOD REALTOR® 512.914.6392 bflood@stanberry.com

ﬂ

www.lcra.org/drought -

205 S Flat Rock Way

Blanco County

$50K buyer incentive for Vets!

The ultimate work at home or
multigenerational home on 6.5 acres in
beautiful Legacy Hills! 3 bdrm, 3.5 bath

1 story main home +a 1 story, 1.5 bath
guest house/casita with game & weight
rooms. Big deck overlooking pool, hot tub,
pickle ball/basketball court and a fabulous
panoramic view! Low tax rate 1.3457.

Offered at $2,450,000
512.627.5804

. i i

s

LES BOLTON REALTOR® lesbolton@stanberry.com

8320 McMeans Trail
SW Austin 78737

Serene country compound within minutes of
Downtown and ABIA. Charming 3 bedroom,
3 bath main house with wrap around porch,
detached building with gameroom, full bath,
& office/4thbedroom. Picture windows
lookout over Xeriscape. 1.4 acres offered at
$1,450,000. Additional 1.4 acres available.

Odell Excavation and Equipment
ROY ODELL 512.923.8608 roygodell@gmail.com

ROADS * DRIVEWAYS * SITEPADS * LAND CLEARING ENERGY « WATER  COMMUNITY SERVICES

ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITIES * LICENSED INSTALLER
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Gary Borders
Texas Press Association

Texas public schools
received more than
$19 billion in pandem-
ic relief funds over the
last four years, but that
Fipeline of cash will
argely end on Sept.
30, The Texas Tribune
reported.

That means many
Texas schools already
struggling with budget
deficits will begin the
school year with even
more serious deficits,
especially since the
Texas Legislature has
not increased base per-
student pay since 2019
— a year before the
pandemic began.

Congress passed the
Elementary and Sec-
ondary School Emer-
gency Relief  pack-
age in 2020 to help
schools deal with the
impacts of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic,
which caused enroll-
ment declines, teachers
exiting the profession
and falling test scores.
That funding is about
to end, with essential-
ly nothing to take its
place for marclfr school

districts already at the

Capital Highlights
Pandemic relief funds for schools about to end

maximum allowed
property tax rate.

“It's not about mak-
ing up ESSER, because
we all knew that was
one-time funding,”
said La Joya ISD Su-
perintendent  Marc-
ey Sorensen. “I just
would ask, without
getting political what-
soever, that everybody
just look in the mirror
and say, OK, if we re-
ally haven't provided
additional  funding
since 2019, maybe it's
time that we just give
school districts a little
bit more of what they
need, knowing that
kids have different
needs now.”

A recent survey con-
ducted by the Texas
Association of School
Business Officials con-
cluded that out of 313
school districts across
the state, nearly 80%
reported deficit bud-
gets or a lack of re-
sources as one of their
top challenges.

ABBOTT ORDERS
HOSPITALS
TO REPORT
IMMIGRANT
CARE DATA

All Texas hospitals
enrolled in Medicaid or
the Children’s Health
Insurance ~ Program
have been ordered by
Gov. Greg Abbott to
report costs incurred
by treating undocu-
mented  immigrants,
the Austin American-
Statesman  reported.
In a news release out-

lining his executive
order, Abbott blamed
the Biden administra-
tion’s border security
policies for health care
costs related to those
immigrants.

“Texans should not
have to shoulder the
burden of financially
supportin medical
care for i%legal immi-
grants,” Abbott said.

Some  Democratic
lawmakers  criticized
the order.

State  Rep. Gene
Wu, D-Austin, post-
ed on X: “Texas has
the HIGHEST un-
insured healthcare in
the nation. Texas has
the WORST mental
health care in the na-
tion. Texas has one of
the worst (mortality)
and infant mortality
rates in America. But
these are the Republi-

cans priorities.”

FIVE MORE
COUNTIES
ADDED TO

DISASTER LIST

In the aftermath of
Hurricane Beryl, five
more Texas counties
have been added to the
federal disaster list, the
governor’s office an-
nounced.

The counties of
Austin, Bowie, Shelby,
Trinity and Waller have
been added to the list,
which already included
Brazoria, Chambers,
Fort Bend, Galveston,
Harris, Jackson, Jas-
per, Jefferson, Liberty,
Matagorda, Mont-

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING ON TAX
INCREASE

A tax rate of $0.031070 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of North Hays

County Emergency Services District No. 1.

PROPOSED TAX RATE

NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE

DE MINIMIS RATE

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2024 tax year that will raise the same amount of
property tax revenue for North Hays County Emergency Services District No. 1 from the same
properties in both the 2023 tax year and the 2024 tax year. The voter-approval tax rate is the highest tax
rate that North Hays County Emergency Services District No. 1 may adopt without holding an election to
seek voter approval of the rate, unless the de minimis rate for North Hays County Emergency Services
District No. 1 exceeds the voter-approval tax rate for North Hays County Emergency Services District

No. 1.

The de minimis rate is the rate equal to the sum of the no-new-revenue maintenance and operations
rate for North Hays County Emergency Services District No. 1, the rate that will raise $500,000, and the
current debt rate for North Hays County Emergency Services District No. 1. The proposed tax rate is
greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that North Hays County Emergency Services
District No. 1 is proposing to increase property taxes for the 2024 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON AUGUST 20, 2024 at 5:00
p.m. at 111 EMS Drive, Dripping Springs, Texas 78620. The proposed tax rate is greater than the voter-
approval tax rate but not greater than the de minimis rate and does not exceed the rate that allows
voters to petition for an election under Section 26.075, Tax Code. If North Hays County Emergency
Services District No. 1 adopts the proposed tax rate, North Hays County Emergency Services District
No. 1 is not required to hold an election so that the voters may accept or reject the proposed tax rate
and the qualified voters of North Hays County Emergency Services District No. 1 may not petition North
Hays County Emergency Services District No. 1 to require an election to be held to determine whether to

reduce the proposed tax rate.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED

AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount = (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property) / 100

FOR the proposal: Staci Dement, Grant Tait, Darrell Debish, Dan O'Brien

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: Cristina Nelson

Visit [Texas gov/PropertyJlaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily
access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and

$0.031070 per $100
$0.029150 per $100
$0.029917 per $100
$0.032520 per $100

scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit

the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by North Hays
County Emergency Services District No. 1 last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average
residence homestead by North Hays County Emergency Services District No. 1 this year.

2023 2024 Change
Total tax rate (per $0.030100 $0.031070 Increase of $0.000970
$100 of value) per $100, or 3.22%
Average $851,398. $758,371. Decrease of -10.93%
homestead 00 00
taxable value
Tax on average $256.27 $235.63 Decrease of -$20.64, or
homestead -8.06%
Total tax levy on $4,040,42 $4,436,33 Increase $395,912.76,
all properties 6.02 8.78 or 9.80%

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for North Hays County Emergency
Services District No. 1 at (512) 393-5545 or jenifer.okane@co.hays.tx.us, or visit https:/

ax.co.hays.tx.us/|for more information.

gomery, Nacogdoches,
Orange, Polk, San
Jacinto, Walker and
Wharton counties.
Texans can apply for
FEMA disaster assis-
tance online at disas-
[terassistance.gov] or by
calhn%)800—621-3362.

Carbon  monoxide
poisonings spike in
wake of storm

Carbon  monoxide

poisonings rose dra-
matically in the wake
of Hurricane Beryl,
with about 400 people
ending up in Texas
emergency rooms since
the storm struck on
July 8, the Texas Stan-
dard reported. That is
the highest number re-
portef since the 2021
winter storm, the Tex-
as Standard reported.
Two people dli)ed of
CO poisoning in Har-
ris County.

CO poisonings
caused by widespread
power outages are
growing more com-
mon as climate change
causes more extreme
weather events, ac-
cording to scientists.

“Whether you want
to blame it on this,
that or the other, I
don’t care. The world is
changing. The climate
is changing,” said Dr.
David Persse, Hous-
ton’s chief medical of-
ficer.

SCHOOL ABOUT
TO START;
WATCH FOR THE
KIDDOES
With school about
to start, drivers are
urged to stay alert
and exercise caution
in school zones, the
Texas Department of
Public Transporta-

tion advised. School
zones can be chaotic,
and 748 crashes were
reported inside them
last year. In addition,
2,523 collisions in-
volving school buses
occurred in Texas last
year, killing 11 people
and injuring 63.

TxDOT has
launched its “Be Safe.
Drive Smart Back-
to-School”  campaign
in hopes of reducing
crashes. The most com-
mon causes of crashes
are preventable, such
as speeding, distracted
driving and failure to
yield the right of way.
Among the tips offered
by TxDOT:

. Be aware. Traf-
fic patterns around
schools may have
changed since last
school year.

- Stay alert and put
your pﬁone away. Us-

ing a handheld elec-

tronic device while
driving in an active
schoolg zone is against
the law.

- Stop and yield the
right of way to a pe-
destrian, bicyclist, or
other vulnerable road
user in a crosswalk.
The Lisa Torry Smith
Act of 2021 enhanced
the penalties for fail-
ing to follow the law
and protect people in
crosswalks.  Seriously
injuring someone who
is lawfully in a cross-
walk is now a state jail
felony.

- Obey school zone
speed limit signs. Re-
member, traffic fines
increase  in  school
zones.

- Know where to
go. Drop off and pick

up your kids in your

MUZZY FROM PG. |

school’s designated ar-
eas, not the middle of
the street.

- Be on the lookout.
Keep an eye on chil-
dren gathered at bus
stops.

- Watch for children
who might dart across
the street or between
vehicles.

YUP, IT’S HOT
IN TEXAS

Exactly how hot is it
in the Lone Star State
as a heat dome covers
much of Texas during
these dog days of Au-
gust? According to the
Statesman, our state
has the fourth-highest
average temperature so
far this year, coming in
at 65.8 degrees. That
might not seem all that
hot, but keep in mind
it includes temps re-
corded in January aver-
aged in with that sum-
mer heat.

Topping the list of
hottest states is Flori-
da, followed by Hawaii
and Louisiana, accord-
ing to data compiled
by The Blogler. After
Texas comes Geor-
gia, Mississippi and
Alabama. Surprisingly,
Arizona — even with
triple-digit  tempera-
tures recorded regular-
ly around Phoenix —
is tied for ninth place.

Gary Borders is a vet-
eran  award-winning
lexas  journalist. He
published a number of
community — newspa-
pers in Iexas during a
30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches,
Lufkin and Ceér Park.

Email: gborders@texas-

trict  Clerk Manual
that would help future
successions, so that
our county doesn’t
again face the disorder
and commotion of the
previous  two-years.
Our judges, juries, and
courts c%eserve better.
Our community de-
serves better. Hope-
fully this year, in lo-
cal positions such as
this one, the County
will choose candidates
that they think will do
a good job for them,
not necessarily choose
a candidate based on
political affiliation.”
Muzzy has resided
in Hays County for

28 years. He cur-
rently serves on the
Hays County Tru-
ancy Committee and
the Region 13 Char-
ter School Board. His
professional  experi-
ence includes founder
of charter school Ki
Charter Academy, for-
mer teacher (at both
charter and public
schools), owner of res-
taurants and several
small businesses, and
he is a U.S. Army vet-
eran. His education
includes a Bachelor of
Science in Sociology,
and a Master’s Degree
in Educational Leader-
ship and Administra-

tion from Texas State
University.

Muzzy and  his
wife of ten-years Syl-
via Muzzy have three
daughters.

Muzzy’s  selection
by the committee was
passed by acclamation
(verbal) vote, with no
opposition at Mon-
day’s Hays County
Executive Committee
Meeting. If elected,
his term will last two
years. Muzzy will face
Amanda Calvert, who
was nominated by the
Hays County Demo-
cratic Party, in the No-
vember General Elec-
tion.

Tharf
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Public Public Public Public Public Public
Notice Notice Notice Notice Notice Notice

CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FOR A VARIANCE APPLICA-
TION CASE #: VAR2024-005
HARDY ROAD
SIDEWALK VARIANCE

A public hearing will be held at the
Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting at 6:00 p.m. on August
27, 2024, at Dripping Springs City
Hall, 511 Mercer Street, Dripping
Springs, Texas, to consider a Vari-
ance Application for an approxi-
mately 3.706-acre tract located on
the south side of West Highway
290, across from Farrell Ln., in
Dripping Springs, TX 78620, Legal
Description: A0222 BENJAMIN F
HANNA SURVEY, ACRES 3.706.
This variance application is to re-
quest to be exempt from construct-
ing sidewalks or paying a sidewalk
fee-in-lieu for the proposed road.

When Development Services is
open, the proposed application is
available for viewing at the Drip-
ping Springs Development Ser-
vices office, located at 661 West
Highway 290, during regular busi-
ness hours:

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday. If closed to visitors
during this period, you can request
a review of any documents by
emailing: planning @cityofdripping-
[springs.con. If City Hall is closed
to visitors on the day of the meet-
ing, or the meeting is virtual for an-
other reason, the City will post this
information on its website at: www.
[cityotdrippingsprings.com so that
the public may have access to the
meeting.

Comments regarding this project
may be emailed to: planning@city-
lotdrippingsprings.com|or mailed to
PO Box 384, Dripping Springs, TX
78620. Comments received by Au-
gust 23, 2024, will be included in
agenda packets for the meetings.
For more information call City Hall
at (512) 858-4725.

CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
FOR A CONDITIONAL USE
PERMIT
APPLICATION CASE #:
CUP2024-004
MEATY BOYS BBQ CUP

Public hearings will be held at the
Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting at 6:00 p.m. on August
27, 2024, and at the City Council
meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Septem-
ber 17, 2024, at Dripping Springs
City Hall, 511 Mercer Street, Drip-
ping Springs, Texas, to consider a
Conditional Use Permit for an ap-
proximately 1.13-acre tract located
at 121 E Mercer Street, Dripping
Springs, TX 78620, Legal Descrip-
tion: THE COMMONS AT DRIP-
PING SPRINGS, LOT 4, ACRES
1.13. This application requests to
allow for a mobile food vending
unit.

When Development Services is
open, the proposed application is
available for viewing at the Drip-
ping Springs Development Ser-
vices office, located at 661 West
Highway 290, during regular busi-
ness hours:

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday. If closed to visitors
during this period, you can request
a review of any documents by
emailing planning @cityofdripping-
. If City Hall is closed
to visitors on the day of the meet-
ing, or the meeting is virtual for an-
other reason, the City will post this
information on its website at www.
[cityofdrippingsprings.com| so that
the public may have access to the
meeting.

Comments regarding this project
may be emailed to planning@city-
|otdrippingsprings.com| or mailed to
PO Box 384, Dripping Springs, TX
78620. Comments received by Au-
gust 23, 2024, will be included in
agenda packets for the meetings.
For more information call City Hall
at (512) 858-4725.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate
of Sara Louise Pipkin, Deceased,
were issued on August 6, 2024, in
Cause No. 24-0273-P, pending in
the County Court-at-Law of Hays
County, Texas, to: John Emory
Pipkin.

All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently be-
ing administered are required to
present them to the undersigned
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

c/o: Mary Kathryn Brown

Attorney at Law

P.O. Box 727, Wimberley, Texas
78676

DATED August 6, 2024.

/s/ Mary Kathryn Brown

Mary Kathryn Brown

Attorney for John Emory Pipkin
State Bar No.: 24116135

P.O. Box 727, Wimberley, Texas
78676

Telephone: (512) 847-9277

Facsimile: (512) 847-5131

Email: service@stevens-

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that orig-
inal Letters Testamentary for the
Estate of Timothy James Lynam,
Deceased, were issued on August
9, 2024 in Cause No. 24-0287-
P pending in the County Court
at Law of Hays County, Texas to
Lluvia Margarita Berkley, as Inde-
pendent Executor of said Estate.
All persons having claims against
this Estate are required to present
them to said Executor by sending
notice to Lluvia Margarita Berkley
at 1800 Rainbow Ranch Drive,
Wimberley, Texas 78676 within the
time and in the manner prescribed
by Law.

Dated the 12th day of August 2024
Patrick G. Rehmet, Attorney

for Lluvia Margarita Berkley

State Bar No: 16738800

P.O. Box 1916, Wimberley, Texas
78676

Tele: 512-395-7320

E-mail: “prehmet@austin.rr.com”

Legal Legal
Notice Notice

Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Brewers
License (BW) Permit by Drift-
wood Estate Winery , LLC dba
Driftwood Estate Winery to
be located at 4001 Elder Hill
Rd, Driftwood TX 78619, Hays
County, Texas. Managing Mem-
ber of said company is Gary
Elliott, owner.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
(ZONING AMENDMENT)

Notice is hereby given that the
Planning & Zoning Commission
of the City ofWimberley will hold
a public hearing at the Wimber-
ley City Hall on Thursday, August
29, 2024, at 6:00 p.m., to consider
the following: ZA-24-003 — an ap-
plication for a Zoning Amendment
to amend the Wimberley Planned
Development District zoning locat-
ed at 107 & 111 West Spoke Hill,
Wimberley, TX, 78676 (HaysCAD
Property ID # 143676 & 143677).
The amendment proposed will al-
low for one additional dwelling unit
and detached garage for Spoke Hill
Section 1 Lot 5A-1. Upon recom-
mendation of the Planning & Zon-
ing Commission, the City Council
will also hold a public hearing on
Thursday, September 5, 2024, at
6:00 p.m. at City Hall. Comments
on this request from any member
of the public may be made in per-
son at City Hall, by mail (221 Still-
water, Wimberley, TX), or by email:
(nglaiser@cityofwimberley.com)
prior to the hearing. The public will
be granted an opportunity to speak
at the hearings. Additional infor-
mation concerning the proposed
action is available for review at
Wimberley City Hall, 221 Stillwa-
ter, Wimberley, Texas.

PUBLIC NOTICE

By order of the Hays County Com-
missioners Court, notice is here-
by given that on September 3 rd ,
2024 at 9 a.m. in the Hays County
Courthouse, 111 E. San Antonio
Street, San Marcos, Tx, the Hays
County Commissioners Court will
hold a public hearing to consider:
Stagecoach Ranch Section 1, Lot
14, Replat

CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
FOR A CONDITIONAL USE
PERMIT
APPLICATION CASE #:
CUP2024-005
VERTICAL BRIDGE DRIPPING
SPRINGS

Public hearings will be held at the
Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting at 6:00 p.m. on August
27, 2024, and at the City Council
meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Septem-
ber 17, 2024, at Dripping Springs
City Hall, 511 Mercer Street, Drip-
ping Springs, Texas, to consider
a Conditional Use Permit for an
approximately 1.034-acre tract lo-
cated at 27320 RR 12, Dripping
Springs, TX 78620, Legal Descrip-
tion: A0415 PHILIP A SMITH SUR-
VEY, ACRES 1.034. This applica-
tion requests to allow for a wireless
telecom facility.

When Development Services is
open, the proposed application is
available for viewing at the Drip-
ping Springs Development Ser-
vices office, located at 661 West
Highway 290, during regular busi-
ness hours:

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday. If closed to visitors
during this period, you can request
a review of any documents by
emailing planning@cityofdripping-
[springs.coml. If City Hall is closed
to visitors on the day of the meet-
ing, or the meeting is virtual for an-
other reason, the City will post this
information on its website at www.
[cityofdrippingsprings.com] so that
the public may have access to the
meeting.

Comments regarding this project
may be emailed to planning@city-
lofdrippingsprings.com|or mailed to
PO Box 384, Dripping Springs, TX
78620. Comments received by Au-
gust 23, 2024, will be included in
agenda packets for the meetings.
For more information call City Hall
at (512) 858-4725.

CLASMFIEDS

512-858-4163

Public Public
Notice Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
(CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT)

Notice is hereby given that the
Planning & Zoning Commission
of the City of Wimberley will hold
a public hearing at the Wimberley
City Hall on Thursday, August 29,
2024, at 6:00 p.m., to consider
the following: CUP-24-005 — an
application for a Conditional Use
Permit to allow for the operation
of a Short-Term Rental 2 (vaca-
tion rental) at 13615 Ranch Road
12, Wimberley, TX (HaysCAD #
R18534). Upon recommendation
of the Planning & Zoning Com-
mission, the City Council will also
hold a public hearing on Thursday,
September 5, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.
at City Hall. Comments on this
request from any member of the
public may be made in person at
City Hall, by mail (221 Stillwater,
Wimberley, TX), or by email:

(nglaiser@cityofwimberley.com)
prior to the hearing. The public will
be granted an opportunity to speak
at the hearings. Additional infor-
mation concerning the proposed
action is available for review at
Wimberley City Hall, 221 Stillwa-
ter, Wimberley, Texas.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate
of Glenda Sue Ballard, Deceased,
were issued on August 9, 2024 in
Cause No. 24-0323-P pending in
the County Court at Law of Hays
County, Texas to Alexandra Briana
Coleman, as Independent Execu-
tor of said Estate. All persons hav-
ing claims against this Estate are
required to present them to said
Executor by sending notice to Al-
exandra Briana Coleman at 120
Paloma Trail South, Wimberley,
Texas 78676 within the time and in
the manner prescribed by Law.

Dated the 12th day of August 2024
Patrick G. Rehmet, Attorney

for Alexandra Briana Coleman
State Bar No: 16738800

P.O. Box 1916, Wimberley, Texas
78676

Tele: 512-395-7320

E-mail: “prehmet@austin.rr.com”

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
TO SUBDIVIDE

An application has been submitted
with HAYS COUNTY to subdivide
1.355 acre of property located at
14823 Fitzhugh Road, Austin, Tex-
as 78737. Information regarding
the application may be obtained
from Hays County Development
Services (512) 393-2150. Tracking
number: PLN-2462-NP.

E-mail: “prehmet@austin.rr.com”

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Dripping Springs ISD is requesting
for proposals for RFP #24-25-002
Telecommunication Services Dis-
trict-Wide. Proposals will be ac-
cepted until 09-06- 2024 at 2:00
p.m. local time. Specifications are
available in the DSISD Purchasing
Office (512-858-3039) between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday. Pro-
posal responses must be returned
to the DSISD Purchasing Depart-
ment, Attn: Valerie Littrell, 300
Sportsplex Dr, Dripping Springs,
Texas 78620, by the date and
time indicated above. No faxed or
emailed submissions will be ac-
cepted. Late bids will be returned
unopened. Dripping Springs I1SD
reserves the right to reject any/or
all submissions and waive all for-
malities in the bid process.

OFFICE SPACES
FOR RENT

Office and retail
space available; 2
convenient Wimber-
ley locations. Plenty
of parking. Call Val-
erie for more details

512-847-3164

Stay Drug Free

: \p make our roads
I::l:l for eierione by

q || staying focuse
IIlI‘IM the wheel.
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Public Public
Notice Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR
2025 BUDGET

The City of Wimberley City Coun-
cil will hold a public hearing on
the Proposed Fiscal Year (FY)
2025 City of Wimberley Budget on
Thursday, September 5, 2024, at
6:00 p.m., at Wimberley City Hall,
221 Stillwater, Wimberley, Texas,
78676. Copies of the proposed FY
2025 Budget are available for re-
view at Wimberley City Hall and on
the City’s website at:

[www.cityofwimberley.com. Call
512-847-0025 for more informa-
tion.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
(CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT)

Notice is hereby given that the
Planning & Zoning Commission
of the City of Wimberley will hold
a public hearing at the Wimberley
City Hall on Thursday, August 29,
2024, at 6:00 p.m., to consider
the following: CUP-24-004 — an
application for a Conditional Use
Permit to allow for the operation
of a Short-Term Rental 2 (vaca-
tion rental) at 108 Little Ranches
Rd, Wimberley, TX (HaysCAD #
R88236). Upon recommendation
of the Planning & Zoning Com-
mission, the City Council will also
hold a public hearing on Thursday,
September 5, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.,
at City Hall. Comments on this
request from any member of the
public may be made in person at
City Hall, by mail (221 Stillwater,
Wimberley, TX), or by email:

(nglaiser@cityofwimberley.com)
prior to the hearing. The public will
be granted an opportunity to speak
at the hearings. Additional infor-
mation concerning the proposed
action is available for review at
Wimberley City Hall, 221 Stillwa-
ter, Wimberley, Texas.

Air & Heating

Public Public
Notice Notice

CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FOR A VARIANCE APPLICATION
CASE #: VAR2024-006
HARDY SUBDIVISION
SIDEWALK VARIANCE

A public hearing will be held at the
Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting at 6:00 p.m. on August
27, 2024 at Dripping Springs City
Hall, 511 Mercer Street, Dripping
Springs, Texas, to consider a Vari-
ance Application for an approxi-
mately 78.021-acre tract located at
2901 W US 290, Dripping Springs,
TX, 78620, Legal Description:
A0222 BENJAMIN F HANNA SUR-
VEY, TRACT 1, ACRES 78.021,
(1.00 AC HS). This variance appli-
cation requests to be exempt from
constructing sidewalks or paying
a sidewalk fee-in-lieu in the pro-
posed subdivision.

When Development Services is
open, the proposed application is
available for viewing at the Drip-
ping Springs Development Ser-
vices office, located at 661 West
Highway 290, during regular busi-
ness hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. If closed
to visitors during this period, you
can request a review of any docu-
ments by emailing planning @city-
oﬁrippinqsprinqs.com If City Hall
is closed to visitors on the day of
the meeting, or the meeting is vir-
tual for another reason, the City will
post this information on its website
at Iwww.cityofdriQgingsgrings.com|
so that the public may have access
to the meeting.

Comments regarding this project
may be emailed to planning@city-
lotdrippingsprings.com| or mailed to
PO Box 384, Dripping Springs, TX
78620. Comments received by Au-
gust 23, 2024, will be included in
agenda packets for the meetings.
For more information call City Hall
at (512) 858-4725.
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Call us at
(512) 858-4163

Only S28 per year. Direct to your mailbox

* News of the Arts
* Classifieds

ToDAY!

* City & County News
* Dripping Springs Sports
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CITY ST Z1P
EMAIL:

Credit Card# exp:

Dripping Springs Century-Hetws

P.0. Box 732, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

(512) 858-4163

dscenturynews@gmail.com
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TREE SERVICE

Ogden’s Tree Service (

0’Kane Lawn & Landscape )
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There’s a new sheriff in town!

Louis Nesby Air & Heat
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Local =) Sales
Independent Service &
& Insured Installation

TACLBTIOTE 26/23 louaustex@aol.com
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Free Assssaments & Estimates
Marous Lees « (512) 8584018 « Insured
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Texas Master Naturalist
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[Ogdenstreeservice.com|
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Ben O’Kane Owner/Operator
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Personal attention and professional service

Red Orizzly Electric
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Replacement £ » Ceiling Fans

=« GFCI's 2 » Switch Replacement
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Replacement ;H 7 Repair

EYE SORES
TREE AND HAULING SERVICE

NEED HELP WITH:

BRUSH/TRASH REMOVAL »

DEMOLITION « FENCING & GATES » 1}
HOME REPAIR » PORTABLE BUILDING w\ .
CAR HAULING « BOBCAT/DIRT WORK « i
MOWING » LOT & ACREAGE CLEARING

Hill Country
Painting

KLEEN'

WINDOWS

“‘Windows are a pane |
so call the professionals” |

Pressure Washing « Exterior Painting
Deck Restoration

Scott Weaver » Licensed & Insured “TREETRI  REMOV:
m 5I2'557'5605 TECL#23403 I'REE TRIMMING & REMOVAL _ .
~  |wimberleyeledridans.com| P.0. Box 2155 512-771-1764 | | oano srown — E“LWMQ&MMM
TECL# 29302 Wimberley,TX 78676 fedarizzlyelectric.com] | [ °'=°"> ™ oreosstisreel visa FREE ESTIMATES

Service Directory

Put your ad in the
Service Directory.
Call for deadlines and

availabilty!

For

100/Month!

(512) 847-2202

only



www.cityofwimberley.com
www.drippingsprings.com
www.cityofdrippingsprings.com
www.ofdrippingsprings.com
www.louisnesbyairandheat.com
www.wimberleyelectricians.com
www.treeservices.com
www.redgrizzlyelectric.com
www.ogdenstreeservice.com
www.kleenwindows99.com
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Featuring local furry friends eligible for adoption & looking for loving homes!

Lizzy’s Animal Hospice
Monty

Male

10 years old

Terrier mix

Howdy! I'm Monty. I could very well be your next
love bug! I walk nicely on a leash and know all the
basic commands, last I checked. I absolutely love
meeting other dogs, especially playful puppies, but
cats weird me out a little bit and I don't like them.
Car rides are one of my favorite things, and I'm
happy to settle next to you and relax after a good
walk. I'm neutered, fully vaccinated, house and crate
trained. I might need a crate when you're not around
because I'm a bit of a mischief maker and can get car-
ried away exploring absolutely everything. I'm excited
to find my forever family or foster home where I can
get all the love and attention I deserve. Can’t wait to
meet you! Please visit or email us
at LizzysHospice@gmail.com if you have any ques-
tions or would like to fill out an application.

Lizzy’s Animal Hospice
Sweetie

Female

12 years old
Chihuahua

Hi there! I'm Sweetie! I'm as playful and loving as
my name suggests. I'm a big fan of cuddling in the
lap and snuggling up to watch rom coms, split a
bowl of snacks and have a good time! I'm a champ
on the leash and enjoy car rides but I haven't
learned how to navigate a GPS yet, so I might lead
us to ice cream or the park. I'm house trained and
would love to not pee on anything in your, ahem,

our, new home. I'm fully vaccinated, heartworm
negative, and ready to bring joy to a new family.

Please visit LizzygHospice.com]or email us at

LizzysHospice@gmail.com if you have any ques-
tions or would like to fill out an application.

I'm excited to meet you and find my forever home!

How to Foster/Adopt a Lizzy's Animal Hospice Pup

Lizzy's desperately needs foster families and forever families for their sweet pups. Lizzy's is
a 501¢3 non-profit elder care / hospice for dogs 10+ years, large and small - most of which are
healthy. Lizzy's also has healthy pups under 10 years. Please go to [izzyshospice.com/adopt]
or-foster and click on the Apply Here button to submit an application. Lizzy's is quick to process
applications and to respond to emails. Email lizzyshospice@gmail.com with any questions.

DRIPPING SPRINGS
Century-News
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Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books at QuillDriverBooks.com

GOING?

WOMBANIA . by PETER MARINACCI
1

¢ Homemade

i HOWS YOUR ] Delicious, irreststible NOT S0 GOOD.

& CAKE SELLING , > WERE OUR OWN OUR ONLY

£ TBUSNESS ~ . Shocoldhe CAKES BEST CLSTOMERS. CUSTOMERS.

“Wombania is about a family of Wombies who move in with their human relative and take over his home and
his life. An all-ages comic, Wombonia is a unique look at life, relationships, food, and technology, and how we
struggle to cope with the fast-paced, ever-changing world in which we live.”

ommunity Calendar

Painting Workshop

August 16

6:30 - 8:30

Art teacher Suzanne King is back teaching
her painting workshops. The class teaches
painting techniques with fun and differ-
ent modalities each week. $50 includes
supplies. 12 FOX Beer Company ¢ 4700
W Fitzhugh Rd ¢ Dripping Springs, TX
78620.

Mini Succulent Garden Workshop
August 23
6 -7:30 p.m.
Come and let the Leaf Lover’s Club guide
you to create your own succulent ar-
rangement in a fun, relaxed space. Make
new plant friends and learn to care for
your new plant babies. Tickets ($55) at:
leventbrite.com / e / mini-succulent-garden|
Jester King Brewery ¢ 13187 Fitzhugh Rd.
* Dripping Springs, TX 78620.

Coffee & Beer Workshop

August 25

Noon - 1:30 p.m.

The experts from Greater Goods’ Hill
Country roastery and Vista’s brewery
lead an educational and tasty workshop
exploring coffees and beers from around
the world. You’ll learn about the similarities
between these two industries, both rooted
in agriculture and craft producers. Tickets
$30 per person, includes the workshop, 4
coffee tastings and 4 beer tastings plus an
entry into the swag raffle! Vista Brewery ¢
13551 FM 150 < Driftwood, TX 78620

Tickets: [eventbrite.com /e / coffee-beer-]|

workshop-tickets.

2024 Lucha Dwarfnators

Wrestling

August 17

8-10p.m.

Dwarf wrestling at Ranch Park Event Center.
Come see ‘Los Mini Enmascarados’ perform
the unique Mexican cultural art form of
Lucha Libre where they perform their flying
aerials and scissor kicks. Tickets $25- $40.
Go to for more infor-
mation and to purchase tickets. Dripping
Springs Ranch Park ¢ 1042 Event Center
Dr. « Dripping Springs, TX 78620.

Musical Theatre

Dance Series

August 13 - December 17

8-9p.m.

Dance class series for high school musical
theatre performers. Ballet, tap and musical
theatre dance.$86 per month. For more
information email: dance@cityballet.com.
Central Texas Youth Ballet * 707 HWY
290 e Dripping Springs, TX 78620.

Wine Class

All about Sweet Wines

August 24

4 p.m.

Join us in the tasting room and learn all
about sweet wines. Class is $20 and
includes four tastings. Tickets must be
purchased at hamiltonpoolvineyards.
com in advance. Hamilton Pool Vineyards
¢ 25711 Hamilton Pool Rd. ¢ Dripping
Springs, TX 78663.

We Are Blood

Blood Drive

August 14

11 a.m. -3 p.m.

Save a life by becoming a blood donor. Do-
nors will earn a Blue Bell ice cream voucher.
Remember to eat a full meal and bring your

photo ID. Schedule atfveareblood.org/]
donor with group code D983. Dripping

Springs Ranch Park ¢ 1042 Event Center
Dr. ¢ Dripping Springs, TX 78620.

Dripping Springs Farmers Market
August 21

Wednesdays

9 a.m. - Noon

Local producers offer produce, meats, and
artisanal foods for purchase along with
flowers, plants and hand-made crafts. Drip-
ping Springs Ranch Park ¢ 1042 Event
Center Dr. * Dripping Springs, TX 78620.

Pickleball Camp for Kids

August 20 - September 2

Tuesdays 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Six-week program, taking place every

Tuesday from 6-7pm, offers children an op-
portunity to learn the basics of pickleball in

a fun and supportive environment. $150 per

student. Registration is limited, so be sure to

secure your child’s spot today by emailing

Jennifer Terry at jennperryterry@gmail.com.
Camp David Retreat ¢ 4451 McGregor Ln
* Dripping Springs, TX 78620

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AND EDUCATION

City of Dripping Springs

Public Meetings

The City of Dripping Springs welcomes resi-
dents and others doing business with the city
to attend any of the public meetings below.
For streaming options and meeting packets
(agendas, staff presentations) visit cityofd-
[ippingsprings.com|. Meetings are held at
City Hall Council Chambers ¢ 511 Mercer
St. * Dripping Springs, TX 78620.

August 20 6 p.m.
City Council Regular Meeting

August 21 6 p.m.
Parks & Recreation Commission Meet-

ing

August 26 3:30 p.m.
Transportation Committee Meeting

August 27 6 p.m.
Planning & Zoning Commission Meet-

ing

Hays County

Commissioners Court

Regular Meeting

August 20 * 9 a.m.

This is a regular meeting of the Hays
County Commissioners Court, the gov-
erning body of the county. This group
of elected officials and staff oversees
the functions and budget for all county-
related business. Hays County Historic
Courthouse ¢ 111 E. San Antonio St. ¢
San Marcos, Texas. Streaming option
available athayscountytx.com|

DRIPPING SPRINGS
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
DISTRICT

DSISD Board of Trustees

Monthly Meeting

August 26 * 6 p.m.

Live meeting of the DSISD Board of
Trustees which sets policy, agenda and
strategic planning for the Dripping
Springs school district. Agendas and live
streaming option available at dsisdix.us.
Live meeting at the Center for Learning
& Leadership ¢ 300 Sportsplex Dr. *
Dripping Springs, TX 78620.


www.lizzyshospice.com
www.hospice.com
www.upuzzles.com
www.lizzyshospice.com/adopt
www.quilldriverbooks.com
www.eventbrite.com/e/mini-succulent-garden
www.eventbrite.com/e/coffee-beer
www.dwarfanators.com
www.weareblood.org
www.rippingsprings.com
www.hayscountytx.com
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shop  litle

bit of heaven

-

S1.0 N~

b ame ~737-315-7911
MISSTONDAYSPA.COM

SENSITIVE SKIN & ONCOLOGY TRAINED &
ASHIATSU MASSAGE
ICEGLOBE LIFTING FACIALS
SPA PARTIES, GROUPS, COUPLES

MISSION DAY SPA

ANCIENT AYURVEDA COUPLED
WITH EXPERT SPA TREATMENTS

Place
your ad
here

Call Advertising at
(512) 858-4163

Dripping Springs Century News

v Website and app for
ALL things Texas wine

TEXAS

WINE LOVER

Services that support
the Texas wine
industry!

|& TXWineLover.com

BLAIR HOUSLE
Inn & Day Spa

Come visit the new
Blair House Inn & Day Spa!
Whether for a day trip,

a weekend getaway
or a business retreat,
enjoy unmatched tranquility
nestled in the hills.

* Guest Cottages and Suites

* Rejuvenating Day Spa &
Massage

* Fine Dining at The Hill

o Luxurious Pool

* Cooking Classes

* Art Gallery & Classes

o Scenic Hill Country Views
For tours or information regarding

the Inn and Spa, please call for an
appointment or visit our website.

(512) 847-1111
BlaidHouselnn.con

100 WEST SPOKE HILL DRIVE,

WIMBERLEY TX
Tl

!

[B)

of vintage, collectibles, antiques, resale,
maker supplies, upcycled and original
creations & more!

More than 3-dozen untgue vendors

Hours: Wed-Fri: Noon-5pm
Sat:10am - 3pm

The Price Center
222 W San Antonio Street

BSMTXPRICECENTER Downtown San Marcos

Shop 1893 for San Marcos’ coolest selection

Place
your ad
here

Call Advertising at
(512) 858-4163

Dripping Springs Century News

your ad
here

Call Advertising at
(512) 858-4163

Dripping Springs Century News

Place
your ad
here

Call Advertising at
(512) 858-4163

Dripping Springs Century News

.f @OSCENTURYNEWS

@OSCENTURYNEIWS @ORIPPINGSPRINGSNEWS



www.missiondayspa.com
www.houseinn.com
www.txwinelover.com
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A name is a 'Very

Special Thing'

Carl Waits

Receiving a name is
an important life event
that usually stays with
you for life. At your
birth, your parents put
a lot of thought into
choosing your name.
They may have cho-
sen a name unique to
you or one that honors
someone in their lives.
No matter what, it is
special. That name
sﬁould be honored by
using it.

Throughout my life,
I have tried to honor a
person's name by pro-
nouncing it each time
I get the opportunity
to speak to them. My
pet peeve in today's
world is that too many
people are too lazy
to take the time to
do this. Instead, the
shorten names wit
poor spelling or abbre-
viations. So a person's
name is relegated to a
letter of the alphabet,
such as Mr. E. or Mrs.

S. We might as well
have been born with
a number instead of a
name.

You might be won-
dering why the topic of
names has come up. It
has to do with another
pet lfj)eevez the habit
of shortening school
names. This is par-
ticularly bothersome
for me. A school name
should be revered by
those who fall under

its umbrella. Unfor-
tunately, the trend
around Dripping

Springs is to call the
schoo% "Drip" instead
of its formal name. I
have never considered
being called a "Drip"
as complimentary.
Anytime that name is
used in any of my ar-
ticles, Eou will know

it has been edited by
someone else.

My  background
goes back to 1965
when I arrived at
Dripping Springs to
begin my coachin

career. We played a

CALVERT FROM PG. |

the small schools in
the area, such as Buda,
Kyle, Blanco, Johnson
City, Burnet, Marble
Falls, and Liberty Hill.
Mostly, it occurred in
basketball, where it
had a more confined
area to be heard. It
would not be unusual
for the student body
to break out in a cheer.
They would deter-
mine what they con-
sidered the worst thin

a person could be an

end the ditty by say-
ing, “I would rather
be a [blank] than a
‘drip’ from Drippin

Springs.” I never aske§
but would bet those
previous Drippin

Springs teams endure

the same experience.

Thankfully, as schools

grew, its popularity
waned.
Dripping  Springs

has a very interestin

history to be honored.
In 1857, when the area
had enough residents
to apply for a post of-
fice, Indiana Moss, the

wife of John Moss, one
of the founding fami-
lies, was asked to fill
out the application.
When it came to the
name, she could have
chosen to name it af-
ter any of the three
families. Instead, she
chose to name it after
the beauty of the drip-
ping springs with their
melodfi)c tunes played
by the action of drip-
ing water down the
ﬁmestone ledges.

As the school sys-
tem began, it was hon-
ored with the name
of the town Drippin
Springs, as most smaﬁ
school systems were.

Most do not know ex-
actly how special and
unique the name Drip-
ping Springs really is.
I could not beﬂeve
what I read because
I thought the name
would be common. In-
stead, Google declared
there were only four
towns named Drip-
ping Springs in all tl[;e
world. The other three
are in Alabama, Arkan-
sas, and Oklahoma. So
you can see that we
have a name that all
should be proud to
say in full. We used to
have a cheer that went
this way: “We're from
Dripping Springs and

no one can be proud-

er. If you cannot hear
us, WE WILL YELL A
LITTLE LOUDER.”

Carl Waits is a long-
time sportswriter fgr
the Dripping Springs
Cent/;tr)/; News./7 He[
taught history, sica
edu%ﬂtion a);/wlp ag’/rz'ver
education in the Drip-
ping Springs Indepen-
dent School District.
He is the author of
“The Complete History
of Drz;ppz'n Springs
TEXAS™ which is the
comire/aemz've history
of the town of Dripping
Springs, its  founders
and buildings.

to make sure we know
what we are doing and
have the property train-
ing. Ascertaining the
status of the office will
be done at the time you
go into the office to re-

ally see what the needs
are.”
Calvert has lived

in Hays County for
around 12 years. She
has been employed in
the Hays County Dis-
trict Attorney’s office
for 11 years. She is cur-
rently the Administra-
tive Felony Lead Super-
visor.

“I have a lot of ex-

perience in the county,
and I've developed all
the professional re-
lationships  necessary
with law enforcement,
the court, the district
cletks and everything
around the county over
those years.”

Calvert  graduated

from Texas State Uni-
versity with a Politi-
cal Science degree be-
fore going to graduate
school for Legal Stud-
ies, where she got her
paralegal and media-
tion certificates.
Calvert  previously
ran for Justice of the

Peace, Precinct 2 Place
2.

She lives with her
wife and son in Kyle.

Calvert was selected
by the majority of Hays
County  Democratic
Precinct Chairs over
three other candidates

including Anita Col-

lins, Nicolas Costilla
and Derek Bateman. If
elected, her term will
last two years. Calvert
will face Philip Muzzy,
who was nominated
by the Hays County
Republican ~ Party, in
the November General

Election.

Emer

year.

20, 2024, at 4:

proposed tax rate,

No. 4 this year.

Hays County Emergency Services

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING ON TAX

INCREASE

This notice only applies to a taxing unit other than a special taxing unit or municipality.

A tax rate of $0.0695 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of Hays
rvi

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.06950 per $100

NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $0.05468 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.06134 per $100
DE MINIMIS RATE $0.06956 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2024 tax year that will raise the same
amount of property tax revenue for Hays County Emergency Services District No. 4 from the
same properties in both the 2023 tax year and the 2024 tax year. The voter-approval tax rate
is the highest tax rate that Hays County Emergency Services District No. 4 may adopt
without holding an election to seek voter approval of the rate, unless the de minimis rate for
Hays County Emergency Services District No. 4 exceeds the voter-approval tax rate for Hays
County Emergency Services District No. 4.

District No. 4.

The de minimis rate is the rate equal to the sum of the no-new-revenue maintenance and
operations rate for Hays County Emergency Services District No. 4, the rate that will raise
$500,000, and the current debt rate for Hays County Emergency Services District No. 4. The
proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that Hays County
Emergency Services District No. 4 is proposing to increase property taxes for the 2024 tax

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON
m

n Acres Drive, Wim|

is greater than the voter-approval tax rate but not greater than the de minimis rate. However,
the proposed tax rate exceeds the rate that allows voters to petition for an election under
Section 26.075, Tax Code. If Hays County Emergency Services District No. 4 adopts the
the qualified voters of Hays County Emergency Services District No. 4
may petition Hays County Emergency Services District No. 4 to require an election to be held
to determine whether to reduce the proposed tax rate. If a majority of the voters reject the
proposed tax rate, the tax rate of Hays County Emergency Services District No. 4 will be the
voter-approval tax rate of Hays County Emergency Services District No. 4.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE
CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS: Property tax amount = (tax rate) x (taxable value of your

property) / 100

FOR the proposal: Travis Brown, Justin Transeau, Manuel Grafia, Joe
Pendleton

AGAINST the proposal: NONE
PRESENT and not voting: NONE
ABSENT: Joseph Malone

Visit Texas.govPropertylla

can easily access information

xes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you
regarding your property taxes, including information about
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by
District No. 4 last year to the taxes proposed to be
imposed on the average residence homestead by Hays County Emergency Services District

. The proposed tax rate

2023 2024 Change
Total tax $0.0580 / $0.0695 / Increase of $0.0115 per
rate (per $100 $100 $100, or 19.83%
$100 of
value)
Average $548,448.97 | $578,689.93 Increase of 5.51%
homestead
taxable value
Tax on average $318.10 $402.19 Increase of $84.09, or
homestead 26.43%
Total tax levy on all |$2,656,814.86%$3,428,403.51 Increase of
properties $771,588.65 or 29.04%

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the Tax As

No. 4 at (512) 393-5545 or jenifer.okane@co.hays.tx.us or visit

sessor for Hays County ESD

ww.hayscountytax.com

WATER DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON

The (ireenhawe Water Control and Improvement Ddistrict No. 2 will hold a public hearing
on a proposed tax rate for the tax vear 2024 on Wednesday, September 11, 2024 at 11:30
a.m. al lhe offices of Armbrusl & Brown, PLLC, 100 Congress Avenue, Suile 1300, Auslin,
Your individual laxes may increase al a grealer or lesser rale, or even
decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value
of your property in velation to the change in taxable value of all other property. The change
in Lhe laxable value of your properly in relalion Lo Lhe change in laxable value of all olher
properly delermines Lhe dislribulion of Lhe Lax burden among all properly owners.

Texas 78701,

Visit 'axes to find a link to your local property tax database on which
you can casily access informalion regarding your properly laxes, including informalion
aboul proposcd Lax rales and scheduled public hearing of cach enlily Lhal laxes your

property.

(Numes of all board members and how each voted on the proposed tax rale)

FOR Lhe proposal:

AGAINST the proposal:
PRESENT and not voting:

ABSENT:

The following table comparves taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit
lasl year o laxes proposed on Lhe average residence homeslead Lhis year,

Tolal Lax rale (per $100 of value)

lifference in rates per $100 of value

TAX RATE

Directors Moeller, Brown, Hoberts and

Rabun
None
None
None

Last Year

Pereenlage ineresase/decrcase in rales (+/-)

Average appraised residence homestead

value

Cieneral homestead exemptions available

N/A

{excluding 65 vears of age or older or
disabled person’s exemplions)

Average residence homestead taxable value

Tax on average residencee homeslead

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-) and

pereenlage of inercase (+/-)

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATL

Il Lthe Distriel adopls a combined debl serviee, operalion and mainlenanee, and conlracl lax
rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more
than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the operation
and mainlenanee lax rale under Scelion 49.23602, Waler Code. An cleelion is nol required
il the adopled Lax rale is less Lhan or equal o Lhe voler-approval lax rale.

The 86th Texas legislature maodified the manner in which the voter-approval
tax rate is caleulated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state,

S0.1502/%100
Adopled

$(0.0049)/ 8100

51,068,901

793,330

1,262,909

This year

S0.1543/ %100
Froposed

- 5.00%
5900,843
N/A
$815,358
S1,258.10
$(4.89)
- 0.35%



www.texas.gov/property
www.texas.gov/properly
www.hayscountytax.com
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Jail outsourcing costs up half

a million from previous year

Shannon West
Staff Reporter

Hays County Judge
Ruben Becerra reads a
report from the Sher-
ift’s  Office during
Hays County Com-
missioners Court that
outlines the jail popu-
lation and outsourcing
costs for the previous
week. The Sheriff’s Of-
fice provided outsourc-
ing costs for this Fiscal
Year and the previous
Fiscal year (except for
June and July), which
shows that outsourcing
costs have gone up ap-

roximately half a mil-
Fion dollars total com-
pared to the same time
period last year.

The most recent re-
port read in commis-
sioners court was for
the week of July 28 to
August 3.

“The Sherift’s Office
sends my office a report
of our inmate popu-
lation,” Becerra said.
“Our current capac-
ity is 410 inmates. Jail
Standards recommends
holding approximately
10% of that popula-
tion open, which low-
ers our capacity to 368.
The jail’s daily average
was 563, and peak was
566 on July 29. ... The
average number of out-
sourced males is 264
and females are two.”

Becerra said the es-
timated cost for out-
sourcing inmates the
week of July 28 to Au-
gust 3 was $171,066.

“This  week's in-
mates were housed in
the following coun-

ties: Comal, Haskell
and Maverick,” Becerra
said. “We are Clhold—
ing 51 paper-ready in-
mgtes, v[x)lhfi)ch are t}ilose
inmates that have gone
through our judicial
system, had their day
in court and are now
state inmates.”

The total outsourc-
ing costs for all of
July for last year was
$659,468, which
means that 25.94%
of that was spent for
one week in July of
this year. Outsourc-
ing costs are similar to
the same amount for
July in both 2023 and
2024 as the only avail-
able data for July 2024
is from July 28 through
August 3.

There is compari-
son data available for
all months that have
passed this year other
than June and July. The
County’s Fiscal Year,
and  simultaneously
each budget cycle, be-
gins in October. When
comparing  outsourc-
ing costs from Octo-
ber to May of Fiscal
Year 2023 to October
to May of Fiscal Year
2024, there has been
$500,381 more spent
on outsourcing costs.
Outsourcing cost com-
parisons for the months
provided for Fiscal Year
2023 and 2024 are as
follows: Oct. FY 2023
— $592,217, Oct. FY

2024 — $753,344,
Nov. FY 2023 —
$673,392, Nov. FY
2024 — $767,339,
Dec. FY 2023 —
$717,795, Dec. FY
2024 — $785,506,

Jan. FY 2023 —
$750,838, Jan. FY
2024 — $763,108,
Feb. FY 2023 —
$707,483, Feb. FY
2024 — $710,819,

March FY 2023 —
$622,097, March FY

2024 —  $691,930,
April FY 2023 —
$630,363, April FY
2024 — $695,997
and May FY 2023 —
$619,978, May FY

2023 — $646,501.

The Vera Institute of
Justice Hays County
Jail Dashboard gives
information on charge
class and length of stay
for the inmates in cus-
tody. The dashboard
was updated on August
10. Of the inmate pop-
ulation charge class,
93.4% are %eld on
felonies. 0.4% are held
on misdemeanors and
0.2% are unspecified.
435 people or 78% of
the jail population are
held pretrial. As for
pretrial length of stay,
9.7% have been held
for less than a week.
20.2% have been held
from one week to un-
der a month. 48%
have been held from
one month to under
six months. 16.1%
have been held from six
months to under a year.
5.5% have been held
from one year to under
three years. 0.5% have
been held for more
than three years.

To learn more about
the Hays County Jail
inmate population go
to hayscountytx. com/
vera-institute-  of-jus-

tice-dashboard.
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ACADEMY FROM PG. |

to us because they mat-
ter to God.”

Students in upper
and middle school
began their day with
a dance party led by
Dr. Guenther and the
SMA Cheerleading
team in Chapel before
hearing a clli)a el les-
son, school ru&s, and

raying. They then
ﬁeade to class to meet
their teachers, recon-
nect with friends, and

review their syllabi.
Lower school students
enjoyed a smaller dance
party with Dr. Guen-
ther and lower school

rincipal, Mrs. Re-
Eecca Nash, followed
by praise and worship,
a dining hall tour, and
class time to get ac-
quainted with their
teachers and classmates.

San Marcos Acade-
my is a fully accredited
private Christian school

SCHOOL FROM PG. |

serving students from
PreK 3 through 12th
grade, with a boarding
program for students
in frades 6-12. The
academy’s curriculum
is designed to engage
and inspire students,
preparing them for suc-
cess in college and be-
yond. Since 1907, San
Marcos Academy has
maintained a tradition
of excellence in private
Christian education.

Parents and students begin the daily ritual of lining up outside the school entrance at Dripping
Springs Elementary school for their first day of classes for the fall semester PHOTO BY KEN
VARGAS

strong presence in the
schools, we can deter
potential safety issues
and respond quickly
to any concerns that
arise,” Hood said.

In addition to the
deputy assignments,
the Constable's Office
has requested assis-
tance from the Texas

Department of Public
Safety's  motorcycle
troopers. These troop-
ers will help manage
congestion and traf-
fic safety concerns
along the busy U.S.
290 corridor in Drip-
ping Springs, a critical
area for ensuring the
smooth flow of traf-

GATEWAY FROM PG. |

fic as families navigate

the back-to-school
rush.
With students in

Dripping Springs and
Driftwood now back
in class, all drivers are
urged to pay extra at-
tention on the roads,
especially in  school
zones.

homes from the park's
owner, Gateway De-
velopment LLC.

The residents re-
ceived letters, which
they describe as evic-
tion notices, inform-
ing them they must
move their homes
within 60 days. Sever-
al residents appealed
to the Drippin
Springs City Counci%
on Aug. 6, asking for
the city's interven-
tion.

Gateway Develop-
ment LLC, which
purchased the prop-
erty in March 2022,
has not yet filed rede-
velopment plans with
the city's develop-
ment services depart-
ment. The company
says residents have
been on month-to-
month leases for more
than a year, and the
60-day notice is stan-
dard practice when
terminating leases.

Speaking on be-
halF of the residents,
Chuck  Lemmond,
of Hometown Min-
istries, addressed the

council.

“All 36 residents
in that community
have received what
amounts to an evic-
tion notice, giving
them 60 days to move
their mobile homes
off the property or
face having them de-
stroyed as trespass-
ing,” Lemmond said.

Lemmond noted
that Hometown Min-
istries has spent 14
years assisting resi-
dents of Gateway Es-
tates, including aid-

ing in recovery efforts
after a tornado.

“This  letter is
shocking and just a
terrible thing,” Lem-
mond added. “It may
be correct by lease
standards, but giving
anyone 60 days to va-
cate a mobile home is
nearly impossible, es-
pecially in Dripping
Springs.”

Dripping  Springs
Mayor Bill Foul§s
said he was made
aware of the issue in
late July and thanked
Lemmond for bring-
ing it to the city’s at-
tention. Although the
park is outside the
city limits, Foulds
confirmed that no
redevelopment plans
have been submitted.

Council Mem-
ber Sherry Parks ex-
pressed sympathy for
the residents.

“You are my neigh-
bors. You're an im-
portant part of this
community,”  Parks
said. “I don't know
what we can do to
help, but we're go-
ing to give it our best
shot.”

Jim  Luketich, a
resident of Gateway
Estates for 12 years,
also urged the coun-
cil to intervene, and
said, “These folks
need more time . . . it
would be reasonable
to arrange an exten-
sion until at least the
end of the year.”

Luketich added
that as a resident who
now has to move, he
needs more time to
relocate his orchard

of nearly 30 fruit
trees, which his ar-
borist advised should
be moved when they
go dormant in De-
cember.

Janice  Englehart,
a board member of
Hometown Missions,
also spoke on behalf
of residents, high-
lighting the plight of
an elderly couple liv-
ing in the park for
28 years. The couple,
both in their late 60s
and facing serious
health issues, care for
their daughter with
special needs.

Sixty days is just
ludicrous (‘{)r them
to try and figure this
out,” Englehart said.

In a f%llow-up in-
terview, Lemmond
said that while it is
not typical for Home-
town Ministries to in-
tervene in such mat-
ters, discussions with
Gateway  Develop-
ment have been posi-
tive. “We met with
the owner of Gateway
and the conversation
has started,” Lem-
mond said. He added
that the company is
willing to work with
residents but the dis-
cussions are early.

A spokesman for
the company said they
are open to working
with residents on re-
location assistance
but have not estab-
lished a new timeline.

Gateway Develop-
ment saicr the vacate
notices are necessary
to address aging utili-
ties and infrastructure
on the property.
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