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HCM will launch revamped online portal to ease virus signup

By Samuel Sutton

Standard-Radio Post reporter

Hill Country Memorial’s positivity

LEADER Q&A

HCM’s Amanda Stevens talks about
community efforts to offer vaccines in
Hill Country, page A2.

Jan. 5.

rate has dropped significantly over the
past month, according to hospital offi-
cials.

And HCM officials say a smoother
sign-up process for vaccine administra-
tion is being rolled out.

at HCM, said the hospital’s positiv-
ity percentage for in-house testing has

dropped to 14%, down from 34% since

“In a month’s time, we've almost
dropped it more than half,” Partin said.
“That’s a pretty significant improve-

ment, and also the fact that we only
have eight COVID-19 patients now in
Dr. Jim Partin, chief medical officer the hospital, down from our previous

numbers.”

[ CORONAVIRUS » A/B3 |

RING-A-DING-DING!

From left, Steve Olfers, Polly Priess and Anthony Ware strike celebratory poses and show off the Aggie ring that brought them together.
Priess is also an Aggie while Olfers’ daughters graduated from Texas A&M University. Duane Neffendorf and Alonso Castillo (not pic-
tured) also helped return the ring to its owner. — Madalyn Watson/ Standard-Radio Post

More than a ring

Locals banded together at car wash to find a stranger’s lost Aggie ring

By Madalyn Watson
Standard-Radio Post reporter

hile washing his
wife’s car, Anthony
Ware felt his Aggie
Class of ’94 ring
slip off his finger.
Loosened by soap and water, the ring
fell into the drain under a wash bay
on Saturday, Jan. 23 at the Running
Clean Car Wash, 501 S. Adams St.

When he realized it was gone, the After an hour of trying to fish it from
former college basketball player lifted the sludge, attendant Alonso Castillo
approached the large man digging
through waste.

The two worked together trying to

the heavy grate and got down on his
knees to search for it.
Ware was determined to find it.

Anthony Ware, A&M Class of

'94, presents his Aggie ring after
Duane Neffendorf found it by sift-
ing through the waste in the wash
bay at the Running Clean Car
Wash, 501 S. Adams St. While the
tradition of the ring is important
to every Aggie, it holds an extra
meaning to Ware who persevered
through hardships to earn it.

find the ring. Soon after, the Stroeher
and Son, Inc. general manager Steve
Olfers joined the hunt and Ware told
the men why the ring was so impor-

LAGGIE RING » A/B3]

Plans for possible
new middle school
need more work

By Madalyn Watson
Standard-Radio Post reporter

The Fredericksburg
Independent School District
Board of Trustees discussed
the timeline for potentially
issuing bonds that include
building a new Fredericksburg
Middle School campus on
Monday, Feb. 1.

During a special meet-
ing held in the FMS cafete-
ria, interim superintendent
Dr. Marc Williamson rec-
ommended the bond elec-
tion originally slated for May
should be delayed.

Instead, the bond would be
voted on in November, giving
the board more time to pre-
pare and communicate with
voters.

“If the bond was going to be
voted on in May, it would have
to be called in February which
would be our next meeting ...
which would be next Monday,”
Williamson said.

In order to have the bond
voted on in May or even in
November, he said they need
concrete plans for the bond
and FMS campus.

Williamson asked for input
on two sub-groups, one for
creating a plan for what will
be done with the campus and
another to work on the pro-
cess.

“If we do something with
this campus, it’s going to cost
us a lot of money. And like
our contractors have told us,
once you start pulling stuff
down, you don't know what
youre going to get,” commit-
tee member Leslie Krieg said.

Discussion started focused
on whether they would build
on the current campus or build
a new one in a new location.

Board member Kelly
DiCuffa shared a story about
when she asked a seventh-
grade girl if she wanted a new
school. The girl answered, “I
do. I'm so embarrassed when
other schools come to our

school.”
FISD » A/B9

MEETING

FISD trustees will meet again
at noon on Thursday, Feb. 4 to
discuss real estate, personnel
and other items. Look for a
story online Friday at
[fredericksburgstandard.com

BAND FUND-RAISER

Gobblers to-go for Sunday’s annual
FISD Band Boosters turkey dinner

This Sunday is the time to enjoy a turkey
dinner with all the trimmings while pre-
paring to spend the evening watching the
Super Bowl.

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the
turkey dinners will be offered to-go only.

The 71st annual Fredericksburg
Independent School District Band
Boosters Turkey Dinner tickets are being
sold by members and at the door.

Tickets are $12 each in advance or $15
each at the event, which is planned for
Sunday, Feb. 7, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. or until
sold out. The fundraiser is scheduled inside
the large Gillespie County Fair Grounds
Exhibition Hall, just off Texas 16 South.

The menu features turkey, dressing,

gravy, cranberry sauce, green beans, noo-
dles, dessert and a beverage.

Meal tickets will be sold in advance of
the event or in the drive-thru lane.

Beginning at 11 a.m., the bands from
both Fredericksburg High School and
Fredericksburg Middle School (including
jazz bands) will be broadcast on KNAF
910AM.

Prize drawings will be held and tickets
will be available in advance from band
students or for purchase in the drive-thru.

Organizers are planning to serve up
3,000 plates, which is just over one ton of
turkey, and the proceeds from the dinner
serve as the main fundraiser for the year
for the FISD Band Boosters.

DOUBLING UP
Ashlyn Weinheimer,
senior third base-
man for the FHS
Battlin’ Billies soft-
ball team, goes for

a double play after
tagging out a runner
during Saturday’s
scrimmage at home
against Liberty Hill.
See more about the
Billies’ home debut,
plus more sports, on
page A/B10-A/B14. —
Standard-Radio Post/
Samuel Sutton
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» Feb. 13-14 — Auditions for
FTC’s “The Sunshine Boys”

» Feb. 19 — St. Joseph’s
Lenten Fish Fries begin

» March 5 — First Friday Art
Walk

and they meet the Phase 1A or 1B criteria
as defined by Texas DSHS, they must be
allowed to receive the vaccine.

The vaccine is a state asset and we must
follow their distribution requirements to
continue to receive the vaccine.

With demand so high, how is the sup-
ply affecting delivery of the vaccine to
locals?

Community Needs Council and The
Good Samaritan Center have provided
names of those who have limited internet
or email access so we can ensure they
receive their vaccine.

What adjustments or improvements

are being made to help the registra-

tion process?
Later  this

week, on the

you as soon as a vaccine is available for
you.

We volunteered and submitted a plan
to be a vaccine hub. Based on the depth
of the plan and the partnership with our
community we were selected as the only
hub in the region.
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Hill Country Memorial has exceeded its $5.1 million goal for the renovation and expansion of the HCM
Wellness Center. Receiving the check from Foundation for Hill Country Memorial were, front from left,
Amanda Stevens, Jayne Pope, Clint Kotal and Leigh Dempsey; middle row, Chris Wanner, Dawn Sparrow,
Liz Kauachi, Jessie Aleman, Brandyn Quay, Felicia Kendrick, Kim Thornton, Sandy Hofmann, John Phelps;
back row, Shannon Maenius, Diane Patteson, Lindsay Constantine, Julie Sifford, Sharon Ogletree, Colton
Thomas, Kim Behrends and Jacob Lees. — Standard-Radio Post/Samuel Sutton

Wellness Center qualifies
for $1 million challenge grant

With an overwhelming re-
sponse to its Give Wellness
campaign, Hill Country Me-
morial met its fundraising
goal to qualify for a $1 million
challenge grant from the J.E.
and L.E. Mabee Foundation.

According to Amanda M.
Stevens, executive director
for the Foundation for HCM,
Hill Country Memorial has
exceeded the target of raising
$5.1 million by spring of 2021
for the renovation and expan-
sion of the HCM Wellness
Center. The final amount, fol-
lowing the organization’s 2020
end-of-year appeal, came to
$5,135,552. This will enable
HCM to begin construction
on the Perry and Ruby Stevens
Wellness Center.

“The spirit, commitment
and strength of our commu-
nity are what started HCM
and what continue to make
health and wellness a prior-
ity at HCM today,” said HCM
CEO Jayne Pope. “Renovating
the HCM Wellness Center will
give so many more people in
our community the opportu-
nity to take care of their bodies
and live healthier lives. We are
grateful to the Mabee Foun-
dation for the opportunity to

bring our community together
and to further fulfill our vision
of Empower Others. Create
Healthy.”

Reaching the funding goal
will enable the HCM Wellness
Center to begin its revitaliza-
tion plan that will include the
following changes:

¢ Increasing total
footage by 50%;

* Updating and adding lock-
er rooms;

o Tripling the number of
exercise rooms and doubling
workout space;

* Adding indoor track and
outdoor activity area;

* Nearly doubling space for
circuit training and weight
room;

» Expanding educational/
clinical classrooms from one
to three; and

» Adding juice and snack
bars, with new spaces for com-
munity gatherings.

The improvements will al-
low the center to increase the
number of community mem-
bers served by 50%. Currently,
the HCM Wellness Center an-
nually serves more than 2,000
children, adults and seniors,
with fitness and exercise class-
es, nutrition classes, wellness

square

programs, youth programs
and other types of community
outreach.

The HCM Wellness Cen-
ter was one of the first to be
opened by a community hos-
pital back in 1992. Over the
years, it has grown in square
footage, adding an indoor pool
and outdoor fitness trail, ex-
panding equipment and class-
es, and enlarging its learning
center.

“The Wellness Center con-
tinues to be a place where
health, fitness and medical ex-
pertise unite to support resi-
dents of the Texas Hill Coun-
try in living longer, healthier
lives,” Stevens said. “With this
continued level of support,
HCM can continue to foster
the strength, independence
and well-being of all those we
serve.”

For more information on
the Give Wellness campaign
or to support Hill Country
Memorial in other ways, call
the Foundation for HCM at
830-997-1297 or visit hill-
countrymemorial.org/founda
tion. Renderings of the Well-
ness Center improvements are
posted at hemgivewellness.
org.

Federal employees to meet in February

The National Active and Re-
tired Federal Employees Asso-
ciation will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Monday, Feb. 8.

The meeting will take place

at Andy’s Steak and Seafood
Grille, 413 S. Washington St.
All active and retired federal
employees and spouses are in-
vited to attend. Attendees are

asked to wear a mask except
when eating.

For additional information,
contact Jo Ann Krauskopf at
997-44:380.

Annual fire department banquet cancelled

The Fredericksburg Volun-

The banquet was canceled

In past years, new firefight-

teer Fire Department will not because of the COVID-19 pan- ers were recognized and ser-

be holding its annual banquet .

demic.

The best flavors in Fredericksburg, delivered

IR FLAVOR WELCOME

vice awards were presented.

Ffredericksbury Standard-Radio Post
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He said this is a credit to
people continuing to practice
the wearing of masks and so-
cial distancing, as well as the
fact that the county’s peak
from the Christmas and New
Year’s holiday is behind them.

As of Tuesday afternoon,
Gillespie County’s active case
count was 115. The fatality
count had risen to 42.

Online vaccine forms
Partin said HCM officials
will be changing the process of
how people sign up.

Moving forward, HCM is
planning to gather names of
those interested in receiv-
ing the COVID-19 vaccine
through a web portal.

Amanda Stevens, HCM
chief strategy officer, said
this form will allow people to
submit their information on a
form stating their interest in
receiving a vaccine. As doses
become available, the hospi-
tal will send these people ap-
pointed times. She added that
for those in the community
who dont have internet ac-

Cont. from A/B1

cess, they can call directly at
830-990-6100.

“We are asking that people in
the community please reserve
this number for others who
don’t have internet access,’
Stevens said. “Please don't fill
out a form and then call us.”

She also asked people to fill
out only one form per person.

Stevens added the portal is
not yet live, but encouraged
people to _keep checking the
[HillCountryCOVID.care| web-
site, as it should be up later
this week.

AGGIE RING

Cont. from A/B1

tant to him. Both of Olfers’
daughters attended Texas
A&M University, so he knew
the tradition tied to the lost
piece of jewelry.

Inspired by Ware’s story, the
men continued the search af-
ter Ware had to leave.

From just that interaction,
Olfers knew Ware as “a man
who pulled himself up by his
bootstraps.”

‘I admire him and his te-
nacity,” Olfers said.

The next day, Duane Nef-
fendorf joined the search and
introduced a metal detector
to the equation, but the men
ended up resorting to sifting
through the mud.

Later that Sunday, Neffen-
dorf found the ring. But then
the men faced another prob-
lem — they didn’t know how
to contact Ware.

Polly Priess, Stroeher and
Son, Inc. employee and an
Aggie, contacted the Century
Club to find his information.

All they could find was
Ware’s address, so Olfers
knocked on to tell him in per-
son.

“My emotions are fragile
right now. I'm an eggshell and
I've got a piano hanging over
my head,” Ware said.

Olfers showed Ware the ring
in his office. “You couldn't
imagine the joy in his face,”
Olfers said.

Background

During an interview with
the Fredericksburg Standard-
Radio Post, as his two tiny
dogs jumped on and off of
him, Ware explained why he
“just had to get the ring back.”

Growing up in Chicago,
Ware would see home-
less people and ask himself,
“What if that’s me?” He real-
ized the only thing that sepa-
rated him from those sleeping
on the streets was the roof
over his head.

His family could not afford
to always have electricity or
heat in their home. His fridge
was never fully stocked. They
were always choosing be-
tween one thing or the other.

When Ware was a child, he
asked his mother, “Why don’t
we have a Christmas tree?”

His mother told him they
could not afford it.

“She broke it down. There is
no Santa. There is no Easter
bunny. No such thing as mag-
ic,” Ware said. “We are poor.”

As he grew older, all Ware
wanted was a basketball.

“T figured nothing in this
neighborhood is going to get
me out of here except maybe
playing a sport, and going to
college, or going into the mili-
tary,” Ware said.

Ware found a basketball.

“Tt just had a hole in it like
somebody stabbed it with a
knife,” Ware said. “So, I got
some duct tape — I stole the
duct tape, I'll be honest. I
wasn't a perfect kid but I did
what I had to do.”

As a freshman in high
school, Ware was followed by
a group of men while walk-
ing home from the basketball
court. He considered the $3
he had for a bus ride home
and his growling stomach.

“‘I'm a kid, so I'm not even
trying to get home fast,” Ware
said. “Maybe I can come
across another court.”

Even though it meant he
would have to walk home, he
bought a pizza puff.

Then he saw the three men
coming toward him and he
started to walk faster.

“T tried to get away but they
had made their mind up. I
didn’t know if they had a gun,
a knife,” Ware said.

One of the men cornered
him, and they started to as-
sault him. He tried his best to
fight back, biting and scratch-
ing as one of the men punched
him in the stomach.

“I was wrestling around
with him so much and the
other guy was trying to grab
my feet,” Ware said.

In the struggle, Ware
grabbed hold of what felt like
a yarn needle and stuck his
attacker with it so that he
could run away.

He ran so fast that if he was
in a race, he would have won,
Ware said.

“I would have had the best
time in the whole universe. I
was outta there,” Ware said.
“And the only thing I could
think about was that god****

basketball.”

College hoops

While playing college bas-
ketball, life didn’t get easier.

In 1992, Ware got carbon
monoxide poisoning from a
heating system malfunction
in the Baylor locker rooms.
As he and the other Aggies
prepared to play in the Fer-
rell Center, he heard the air
conditioning start but didn’t
think anything of'it.

“Everybody started like
doubling up. It’s like our feet
weighed a thousand pounds.
Everybody just kind of just
stopped and it looked like ev-
erybody was drunk,” he said.

Ware spent over a week in
the hospital in a hyperbaric
chamber, and none of his
teammates or coaches visited.

“Students that I had never
met — they had only seen me
play basketball — came to vis-
it me in hospital,” Ware said.

Although his time in the
hospital soured his athel-
tic experience, Ware believes
that his time at Texas A&M
changed his life for the better.

“My life was made better
by going to college,” Ware
said. “Even if I had struggled
with buying groceries, food
and toiletries, even with the
carbon monoxide thing, I did
something that a lot of people
will never do. And T did it
without the odds in my favor.”

As he told the story behind
the ring, after every vignette,
Ware said, “And that’s why I
had to get the ring.”

Within a few days of his
own ring adventure, Ware
discovered a man selling an
Aggie ring. Ware paid him
$100 and searched for the
owner online.

“All T wanted was for him to
feel the same way I felt when I
got my ring,” Ware said.

Through his post, Ware
found the ring’s original own-
er, David Hemphill, who lost
it 25 years ago.

Today, Ware lives in Fred-
ericksburg with his wife, De-
nise, stepson and two dogs,
Cali and Mimi. He also has
proudly displays photos of his
daughters, Gabrielle and Mi-
kayla throughout this home.
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Use code:

*0 delivery foe your
first month®

( 2021EATS )

Offer valid through 2/8/21. Max redemption value $20. Limit one per person. Not valid for the purchase of alcohol. Fees,
taxes, and gratuity still apply. All deliveries subject to availability. Must have or create a valid DoorDash account with a
valid form of accepted payment on file. No cash value. Non-transferable. Use promo code at check out to redeem. See

fullterms and conditions at[dasherhelp.doordash.com/offer-terms-conditions]
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Don't et caught
stagecoach stick-up!

Texas Jack's now has
CURBSIDE PICK UP!

WWW. TEXASJAGKS,GOIY

{TEXAS JAGK

| WILD WEST OUTFITTER

ANY AND ALL THINGS WILD WEST!

117 NORTH ADAMS ST. FREDERICKSBURG, TX.

MON: 9-6, TUE: CLOSED, WED: GLOSED
THU: 9-6, FRI: 9-6, SAT: 9-6, SUN: 12-6

_—

1800-TEXJACK

80729.36
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City council clarifies state,
local disaster declarations

By Samuel Sutton
Standard-Radio Post reporter

After much public discus-
sion, local emergency officials
provided the Fredericksburg
City Council with metrics to
potentially determine whether
the local emergency declara-
tion should be discontinued.

Justin Calhoun, the city and
county Emergency Manage-
ment coordinator, gave the pre-
sentation during the council’s 6
p.m. meeting Monday, held via
Zoom.

He noted the disaster decla-
ration allows the city to request
pandemic assistance from state
and federal governments. Since
the disaster was declared, the
city has received Personal Pro-
tective Equipment, assistance
on community testing and vac-
cinations and over $669,000
worth of Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Economic Security
(CARES) Act funding.

“If the local disaster is re-
moved, the City of Freder-
icksburg would no longer be
formally asking for assistance
from the state and federal gov-
ernment,” Calhoun said.

Calhoun also discussed GA-
29, Gov. Greg Abbott’s execu-
tive order on mask mandates,
which went into effect on July
2. Under this order, counties
with 30 or fewer new CO-
VID-19 cases over a span of
14 days can be exempt, if the
county judge submits an ex-
emption form affirmatively
opting out.

Counties with more than 30
new cases over 14 days will be
notified by the Texas Depart-
ment of Emergency Manage-
ment that they are required to
follow the order.

“The main difference be-
tween this mandate and the
local mandate is that GA-29
puts the responsibility on the
individual party to wear a
mask, whereas the local man-
date puts a lot of emphasis on

the business owners making
people wear masks inside their
businesses,” Calhoun said.

Calhoun also discussed local
case counts, saying the county
has averaged 28 cases per day
in January. The date with the
most cases reported was Jan.
21, when the county hit 107
cases. The day with the least
amount was Jan. 26, when only
one case was reported.

Gillespie County’s active case
count has increased overall
since Jan. 4, from 56 to 162 on
Jan. 29. The highest day was
209 on Jan. 21.

He noted Trauma Service
Area P, which includes Gil-
lespie County, ended the month
of January with an overall hos-
pitalization rate of 19.45%. The
county’s businesses previously
operating at 75% capacity must
continue operating at 50%, as
the Trauma Service Area’s hos-
pitalization rate has not been
15% or less for seven consecu-
tive days.

Calhoun said Trauma Ser-
vice Area O, Austin’s region,
has had its hospitalization rate
under 15% since Jan. 23.

“When their hospitalization
rates are high, they can deny
our EMS personnel to trans-
port patients there that need
transporting out,” he said.

Hill Country Memorial had
four patients hospitalized with
COVID-19 on Feb. 1. Its high-
est day recently was Jan. 15,
when it had 15 patients.

“Through the month of Janu-
ary, they averaged just under 10
patients per day,” Calhoun said.

Since vaccinations began on
Jan. 14, 2,299 have received
their first COVID-19 vaccines.
Individuals who have received
the first shot are 1,095 people
between the ages of 65-79, 429
individuals over the age of 80,
406 people between 50-64,
366 people between 16-49 and
three people whose ages were
unknown. A total of 460 peo-
ple have received both doses.

HCM is planning on vacci-
nating 1,200 people per week.
At that rate, it would take 15
weeks to have 80% of people
vaccinated, and 13 weeks to
have 70%. “The thing to keep
in mind here is not all of those
vaccines that are given by Hill
Country Memorial are going
to Gillespie County residents,”
Calhoun said.

To remove the disaster decla-
ration, Calhoun said they must
consider all of these numbers,
as well as the city’s need for fu-
ture funding.

Business reporting tool

Over the past several meetings,
some local residents have voiced
their concerns regarding the CO-
VID-19 business reporting tool, a
recently nixed online portal that
allowed people to report issues of
business owners not following the
city’s mandate.

After the meeting, City Manager
Kent Myers said, “The city wants
to remind our citizens that in De-
cember, the COVID-19 reporting
of concerns were removed from
the city’s portal on our website.
The public is encouraged to con-
tact local businesses directly
to express any concerns about
wearing of masks or other COVID
issues in local business establish-
ments.”

The council also:

+ Advised city staff to move the
council workshop to March so it can
be in-person with a Zoom option;

« Approved a resolution authoriz-
ing eminent domain to condemn four
easements from Arch Ray, LLC;

« Approved an Election Order to
call the election on May, 1, to elect
two city councilmembers, adding
provisions for the conduct of such
election;

« Approved Fredericksburg Farm-
er’s Market’s health and safety plan
and request to move to the Adelsver-
ein Halle;

« Approved a health and safety plan
and the closure of West Austin Street
between North Adams and North
Crockett streets on April 24, for the
Wildflower Run;

« Approved plans for the Wander-
lust Run on March 20, and the Red-
bud Artisan Market on April 3.

FTC ‘Sunshine Boys’ auditions set

Auditions for Fredericks-
burg Theater Company’s
spring comedy “The Sunshine
Boys” will be held at 6:30 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday, Feb.
15-16, at the Steve W. Shep-
herd Theater, at 1668 U.S. 87

South.
Actors will also be asked to
read scenes from the script.
Due to current circum-
stances, video auditions may
be submitted. Video auditions
must be sent to Executive Di-

rector Steve Reily at fbgth-
eaterco@verizon.net with the
subject line “Sunshine Video
Audition.”

For more, email fbgtheater-
co@verizon.net with subject
line “Sunshine Auditions.”

 THE 2 SHOPS

217 N. Olive | Fredericksburg | 830-733-7200

Angela Parker Beam— Barber/Cosmetologist
30 Years Experience

Walk-In Wednesday

8-4 with $15 cuts
(Walk-Ins Only)

Military, EMS,

Fire & Police
Everyday Special-s15

Barber | Beauty

8-4

Tuesday-Friday
‘ by appointment

Saturdays by Appointment | Closed Sunday & Monday
Later hours available by appointment
y

80814.36,38

$95 Cut/Color/Style

Thursday Special

8-4 by appointment

a5

-
SPRING

New arrivals from
Multiples
Fridaze
NYDJ

Jess & Jane
French

Dressing Jeans
and many more!

202 N. Milam St.
Fredericksburg, Texas
830-997-3113

2106 Hwy. 281 N.
Marble Falls, Texas
830-693-5300

30322.3

71 ANNUAL TURKEY DINNER & BAND CONCERT
Sunday, February 7, 2021 - Serving 11AM - 2pM

Serving Turkey, Dressing, Gravy, Noodles, Green Beans, Cranberry Sauce & Bread

Cost per plate: $12.00 pre-sale or $15 at the door
ENTER THE MAIN ENTRANCE ONLY of Gillespie County Fair Grounds, Texas Hwy 16 S.

For health and safety, this year will be DRIVE-THRU ONLY. Band concerts will be broadcast on local radio KNAF 910AM

Prize Tickets $2 each or Book of 6 for $10 / Buy from any band student or at Twisted Sisters Bake Shop. Need not be present to win.

Sponsors:

GOLD

PLATINUM

High School Music Services
Texuas Regional Bank

Hill Country

Memorial Hospital

SILVER

HCMH Anesthesia Team
Frederickshurg Medical Equipment

Curls Construction - First United Bank
Arrowhead Bank - Frederickshurg Home Care

Prizes Include:
- 43" TCL 4K Roku TV
($300 value)

-Firearm

($500 value)

-Comanche B&B 2 night stay
($600 value)

-Gold Limousine Tour for 2

($300 value)

Earring & Necklace Set
from Mar Silver Jewelry

Frederickshurg Standard-Radio Post
Gift Cards & Baskets

i AND MUCH MORE!
Prize Donors:

ACE Hardware ¢ Twisted Sister’s Bake Shop ¢ Kerr Construction * Creek Street Wine Tours
Comanche B&B ¢ Peach Basket General Store ¢ Lady Bird Golf Course * Steve & Amy Thomas
Security State Bank * Grape Creek Winery ¢ Safari Winery ¢ HEB ¢ Walmart ¢ Sonic
Texas Heritage Winery ¢ Olde Thyme Fun Shop ¢ The Christmas Store * Becker Vineyards
Hill Country Donuts & Kolaches ¢ Mar Silver Jewelry ¢ Der Lindenbaum ¢ McDonald’s
Fischer & Wieser - Fredericksburg Trade Days * The Auslander ¢ Lock, Stock & Barrel
Sutherlands * Subway

Fair Drive

EXIT to Tivydale Rd. ==

To Go Entrance

AINO LiX3 ‘pY ajepha <e—=

To make donations or

purchase tickets
scan the QR Code

(service fees may apply)

Fair Drive  ——p> 1>
pi——

Tickets cun be purchased at:
Twisted Sisters Bake Shop

80739.36
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Attention Buyers and Sellers!!! =
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Padre Island-Corpus Christi 4501 Acres Gillespie County 2596+ Acres Dimmit County

Waterfront House Both sides of several creeks, springs, Catarosa Ranch with 6,500+ SF hill-
Open Water, Fingertip Lot! - 3BR/2BA cool rock bluffs!! Paved access, end of top lodge, 2,600+ SF hill-top managers
home with island’s best twin-tower road privacy!! house, 4 wells, 10 stock tanks, multiple
boat dock! Gourmet kitchen, 2 electric barns w/living quarters, full deer

boat lifts, underwater fishing lights, handling facility, unsurpassed MLD lii
security system. Whitetail herd.

BEST

RANCHES

£ gy

T e el

8.879+ Acres in Kendall County

2 limestone luxury homes minutes

to Boerne in the Fair Oaks Ranch
community. Main home is 4BR/4.5.5BA,
guest house is 2BR/2BA - SNEAK PEEK
COMING SOON- WON'T LAST!

339t Acres Bandera County
Approx. 1.5+/- miles to Medina River, hill

top rock home, two cabins, pool, and only
30 minutes to San Antonio!!

I e
e | m,

)
b~ .

7360t Acres Val Verde County

5 .' FIICE oty e S Turnkey $577/Acre! Quiet and private,

"' ' : ' well watered, with tons of wildlife and .
’ +
100+ Acres Bandera County quality Whitetail, Mule deer and exotics! 10.6: Acres Blanco River Frontage

30 minutes to San Antonio, cypress lined  No oil field traffic or production! 11,000+ s.f. Mansion near Wimberley,

creek, two dams, many springs & rock 2BR/3BA guest house, 2 gourmet

bluffs, paved access. kitchens, 2 swimming pools, spa, 6-car
garage, 11,000+ s.f. of porches, sports
court, outdoor cooking/entertaining.

7341 Acres Gillespie County '

- - 8901 Acres Kimble County ' '
Both sides of crystal clear running creek,
many springs, spring fed fishing lakes, Minutes to Junction, nice cabin & rock 8081 Acres Bandera County

paved access, electric, entry, and game ranch house, big rock cliffs, both sides of = Minutes to Camp Verde, nice lake,
fenced. Won'’t Last! must see one-of-a-kind water!! springs, two creeks, paved access!!



www.texasbestranches.com
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MY 2
CENTS

Penny McBride

Tax basics from
COVID related
policy changes

ay back in 1988, I gradu-
ated from college with a
respectable grade point

average. It seems numbers and
stars tripped me up. There were
no failing scores, but let’s just say
my grades in accounting and eco-
nomics were a bit further down the
alphabet than I would prefer.

The problem with numbers has
dogged me since grade school.
Stars reflected a poor decision to
take an astronomy elective to be
seated next to a boy I liked.

Since I plan to share informa-
tion this week about the possible
tax implications that have resulted
from various COVID-relief mea-
sures passed by Congress over the
last year, it only seems fair to share
my considerable lack of expertise.
But I'm pretty good at research-
ing things and cutting and pasting
from reliable sources. I will com-
pletely refrain from any observa-
tions about the night sky today.

For businesses that received a
Paycheck Protection Program
(PPP) loan, there were months of
ambiguity around how business-
es would report the income and
expenses the loan proceeds cov-
ered. Those issues were laid to rest
by Congress just before the end of
the year.

If a PPP loan was forgiven, it will
not count as income. Additionally,
in a reversal of the IRS ruling, busi-
nesses can still claim normal tax
deductions for business expenses
paid with PPP money.

With the expectation that many
businesses would suffer net losses
as a result of the pandemic, the
CARES Act created opportunity
for the treatment of these losses.
For tax years starting after Dec.
31, 2017 and before Jan. 1, 2021
— three calendar years of losses
incurred in 2018, 2019, or 2020 —
the new law allows a carryback of
100% of these net operating losses
(NOL) to the prior five tax years.
Losses that are carried back are
carried to the earliest of the tax
years to which the loss may be car-
ried first. There are also provisions
for the treatment of NOLs moving
forward.

The end of year COVID-relief law
also created enhanced charitable
giving opportunities for businesses
and individuals. The first change
is an above-the-line tax deduction
for gifts of cash to charity of up
to $300 for individuals and up to
$600 for joint filers for 2021.

It’s basically an extension and
enhancement of the new one-year
tax break Congress put in for 2020

| McBRIDE >A/B7|

Hospitality looks different
in eye of a pandemic

By Madalyn Watson
Standard-Radio Post reporter

Fredericksburg Inn and Suites,
201 S. Washington St., adapted to
the unpredictable coronavirus pan-
demic as they continue to house
travelers.

General Manager Frank Seddon
started as a groundskeeper and
painter for a family-owned hotel in
Flagstaff, Ariz.

With about 35 years working in the
hospitality industry, Seddon moved
to Fredericksburg last July.

“T love this hotel,” Seddon said. “I
love this area. This is probably one
of the best changes I've ever made.”

Seddon said one of the biggest
challenges in hospitality today is
that people are not traveling or com-
ing together in groups.

“Where people have stopped
traveling by plane to other areas,
people have been driving to
Fredericksburg,” Seddon said. “That
has kept our business pretty strong
and it’s allowed us to keep people
working.”

People are refraining from travel-
ing long distances, so instead, most
guests are taking road trips from
other parts of Texas or neighboring
states like Louisiana, Seddon said.

Seddon said people continue to
book reservations for holidays, but as
soon as COVID-19 numbers start to
spike, they cancel their reservations.

“It’s been a roller coaster ride for
the last year,” Seddon said.

Cancellation policies at
Fredericksburg Inn and Suites are
more lenient with people who cancel
for coronavirus-related reasons.

“For the most part, on weekends,
all of our rooms are sold out which

Fredericksburg Inn and Suites on South Washington Street is experiencing changes in the way people travel during the COVID-19
pandemic. Travelers are staying closer to home and meeting in smaller groups. — Standard-Radio Post/Madalyn Watson

brings in the challenges of offer-
ing breakfast and keeping everyone
socially distanced in the process of
eating breakfast,” Seddon said.

Some of the smaller changes the
hotel has made include accelerated
sanitizing, a barrier at the front desk
and a shift in the way they serve
breakfast.

“We used to have a hot breakfast
buffet which we can't provide any-
more,” Seddon said. “We do have
individual hot items that we have a
server give our guests, but they're all
pre-packaged.”

In the past, Seddon said, they
served breakfast in the Sunday
house, but with social distancing,
only three people could eat safely

there.

Breakfast is served in the confer-
ence area when it is available and
that way about 20 people eat at once.

“Alot of the hotels here don't have a
meeting space so they don’t have that
option,” Seddon said.

Unfortunately, by operating at 50
percent capacity, they are unable
to accommodate larger groups that
normally utilize the conference
rooms.

“A lot of our contracts are based on
per person contracts,” Seddon said.
“So, as we reduce our capacity in
our rooms, were also reducing the
amount of income and revenue the
hotel is able to generate.”

Seddon said its an internal strug-

gle between wanting people to stay
at the hotel and wanting them to
stay home if it feels unsafe to travel.

“On all of our doors we have
posted signage from the City of
Fredericksburg and the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) regarding mask wearing and
it falls on the employees to become
police officers for those guidelines,”
Seddon said.

Even though most guests respect
the signs, Seddon said they have had
to confront some guests who refuse
to wear masks in the lobby.

“It makes it a lot easier when our
guests accept the fact that they have
to wear a mask to come in and do
business with us,” Seddon said.

State sales tax revenue totaled $3.1 billion in January

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar said state sales
tax revenue totaled $3.07 billion in January, 0.3
percent less than in January 2020.

The majority of January sales tax revenue is
based on sales made in December and remitted
to the agency in January.

“The slight decline in total sales tax reve-
nue masks starkly contrasting results among
economic sectors, with strong gains in collec-
tions from retail trade offset by continued deep
declines in collections from recreational services
and the oil- and gas-related sectors,” Hegar said.
“Stay-at-home spending trends that emerged in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic continued
through the Christmas shopping season, with
elevated receipts coming from online vendors,
electronics and appliance stores, building mate-
rials and home furnishings stores, big box gen-

eral merchandisers and sporting goods stores.

“While oil and gas well drilling activity has
risen from lows reached earlier in the pandemic,
the December active rotary rig count for Texas
was still more than 60 percent lower than a year
ago, depressing sales tax receipts from min-
ing, construction, manufacturing and equipment
rental and leasing businesses.

“Receipts from restaurants also remained
below levels seen a year ago, while receipts from
recreational services — such as live music venues,
amusement parks, bowling centers and fitness
clubs — remained severely depressed.”

Total sales tax revenue for the three months
ending in January 2020 was down 3.9 percent
compared to the same period a year ago. Sales
tax is the largest source of state funding for the
state budget, accounting for 59 percent of all tax

collections. The effects of the COVID-19 pan-
demic continued to be evident in some sources of
revenue in January 2020.

Texas collected the following revenue from other
major taxes:

« Motor vehicle sales and rental taxes — $408 mil-
lion, down 13.4 percent from January 2020;

« Motor fuel taxes — $294 million, down 4.7 per-
cent from January 2020;

« Oil production tax — $255 million, down 35.7
percent from January 2020;

« Natural gas production tax — $103 million, down
21.6 percent from January 2020;

« Hotel occupancy tax — $27 million, down 35.1
percent from January 2020; and

« Alcoholic beverage taxes — $94 million, down
27.6 percent from January 2020.

FISCAL NOTES

Weathering the pandemic - Texas industries and COVID-19

All Texas industries have been others,” Texas Nine out of the 10 U.S. industries
affected by the COVID-19 pandem- Comptroller with the biggest job losses during
ic, but some have struggled more Glenn  Hegar the pandemic were service provid-
than others. said. “These ers, including hotels, performing

Intherecentlyreleased December/ industries, and arts venues and restaurants.
January edition of Fiscal Notes, the Texans who In Texas, employment in the
the state Comprollers office took work in them, arts, entertainment and recre-

a closer look at some of the indus-
tries most affected by the pandemic,
including hotels and motels, restau-
rants and bars, retailers, airlines
and hospitals.

“It’s been a very difficult year for
all Texans, but certain sectors of the
economy have been hurt more than

Aluminium cans can actually be recycled and put back on’ro"
the shelf at your local grocery store in just about 2 months.

Aluminium cans are probably the most recycled item, at least
in the United States. While this is frue, you can also recycle
other forms of aluminium as well.

Recycling an aluminium can helps to save a great deal of
energy; in fact, it’s enough o run your home television for - AT

about three hours! ] :

Most beverage cans are made up of aluminium, even though
there are other products that go into it as well.

FREDERIKKIBURG
NETAL RECYCUING

279 Shorty Crenwelge Rd  830-990-4400

78306.27

have been forced

to make tough Hegar
choices and find creative ways to
weather these unprecedented times.
But like countless Texans before
them, their grit and determination
will help them, and our state, come
out of this stronger.”

Plumb._

confused?

If you’re in the market for a new kitchen
faucet, let Reeh Plumbing take the guesswork

out of your project. For this month only, we
can install a brand new faucet and garbage
disposal combo for $100 off!

Remember - at Reeh Plumbing,
plumbing is what we do,.it’s all we do.

W= =1z

PLUMBING &

‘OUR GUARANTEE 1S WATER TIEHT
Wade Rg_;g:h R

7052 ¢ Texas State

ation industries fell by nearly half
from February to April 2020 and
remained 27 percent lower in
November, according to data from
the Texas Workforce Commission.
Employment at hotels, restaurants
and bars fell by 12.5 percent during
this period.

The most significant charac-
teristic shared by the hardest-hit
industries is their inherent need
to operate in close quarters with
their customers; their profitability
typically depends on face-to-face
encounters or crowds, from restau-
rants to sports arenas. Many sectors
are financially fragile, with little
cash on hand to weather an eco-
nomic downturn. In addition, some
businesses have been affected by the
lack of consumer confidence and a
concern for individual health and
safety.



www.reehplumbing.com

America’s hotel industry
facing high unemployment

he American Hotel &

I Lodging Association
(AHLA) recently
released its “State of the
Hotel Industry” 2021 report
outlining where the industry
is headed on a national basis.

The report is not pretty.

The pandemic has been dev-
astating to the lodging indus-
try. The accommodations
sector faces an 18.9% unem-
ployment rate on the national
level. According to the report,
hotels will add 200,000
direct hotel operations jobs
in 2021, but will still remain
nearly 500,000 jobs below
the industry’s pre-pandemic
national employment level.

Half of all U.S. hotel rooms
are projected to remain empty
in 2021.

Business travel is forecast
to be down 85% compared to
2019 through at least April
2021.

A few rays of hope to note.

Fifty-six percent of consum-
ers say they expect to travel
for leisure in 2021. This is
roughly the same amount as
in an average year. Nearly half
of consumers see vaccine dis-
tribution as the key to future
travel.

According to the AHLA
report, when selecting a
hotel, enhanced cleaning and
hygiene practices rank as
guests’ number two priority,
behind price.

An interesting note from a
webinar I heard last week.
The speaker indicated that
for most travelers, COVID-
19 is a health crisis, not an
economic crisis. His advice
to lodging partners was to
not lower rates. More visitors
will start booking again when

FCVB
Notes

Ernie Loeffler

they feel safe to travel from a
health point of view. Lower
rates will not motivate sig-
nificant travel at this point
in time. Once lodging rates
are lowered, past experience
shows it is very hard to raise
them again.

Many frequent travelers
are sitting on cash right now
saved from cancelled or post-
poned trips in 2020, waiting
for the return of safe travel.
The speaker noted that he
expects a major upswing in
leisure travel in the latter part
of 2021 and into 2022 from
pent-up demand.

Local picture

How are the hotels in
Fredericksburg faring? The
latest statistics from STR, a
national firm collecting hotel
data across the U.S. (does not
include our short-term rent-
als, despite the name), shows
Fredericksburg hotel occu-
pancy in December of 2020
at 48.2%, versus 51.8% in
December 2019. The Texas
statewide occupancy was
40.68 percent in December
2020.

Average daily rate
for December 2020 in
Fredericksburg was $119.13,
actually up from $113.13 in
December 2019. The average
daily rate for hotels across
Texas was $75.18 in December
2020.

The

per

RevPAR
available

(revenue
room) in

Fredericksburg was $57.36 in
December 2020 versus $58.61
in December 20109.

Compared to the state-wide
data, Fredericksburg hotels
were performing above the
state average in December of
2020.

Although intrastate lei-
sure travel has rebounded
nicely, convention/conference
attendees and internation-
al travelers are still missing
from the overall mix of busi-
ness locally. And that is the
case in destinations across the
U.S.

Certainly we saw a slow-
down of lodging activity in
January, which is very typi-
cal for this month. However,
some reservation services
for guesthouses/B&Bs/short
term rentals still saw an
increase in overall business
compared to January a year
ago.

At this point, the Saturday
night of Valentine’s Day week-
end is looking very strong.
It will be a three-day week-
end for some travelers with
President’s Day on Monday,
Feb. 15.

Right now, the lodging
industry in Fredericksburg
and Gillespie County appears
to be performing pretty well
from all indicators.

Let’s hope that early 2021
will see continuing progress
in the fight against COVID
and the return of “safe trav-
el,” which will result in more
leisure travel in the months
ahead to Fredericksburg from
across Texas and the U.S.

Loeffler is the president and CEO
of the Fredericksburg Convention
and Visitor Bureau.
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Abbott vows to fight Biden’s
agenda on energy, climate

By Patrick Svitek
The Texas Tribune

Gov. Greg Abbott, look-
ing to show an early con-
trast with President Joe
Biden, visited the Permian
Basin on Thursday and
announced a series of steps
the state would be taking to
push back against the new
Democratic administration
when it comes to the oil and
gas industry.

During a news conference
in Odessa, the Republican
governor vowed that Texas
would pursue an aggres-
sive legal strategy against
the Biden administration
much like Abbott, then the
attorney general, did against
former President Barack
Obama. Abbott signed an
executive order that he said
would “direct every state
agency to use all lawful pow-
ers and tools to challenge any
federal action that threatens
the” energy sector in Texas.
And he announced his sup-
port for legislation that “pro-
hibits cities and counties
from banning natural gas
appliances,” railing against
a similar move last year by
San Francisco.

“T am in Midland to make
clear that Texas is going to
protect the oil and gasindus-
try from any type of hostile
attack from Washington,
D.C.,” said Abbott, who
was actually speaking in
the nearby city of Odessa
at CUDD Energy Services.
“Texas is not going to stand
idly by and watch the Biden
administration kill jobs in
Midland, in Odessa or any
other place across the entire

McBRIDE
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under the pandemic relief
CARES Act: a tax deduction
for cash gifts to charity up to
$300.

The difference is that for
2020, the deduction is lim-
ited to $300 per tax return.
The new provision allows a
married couple filing jointly
to basically get double the
deduction for 2021. Gifts to
donor-advised funds and pri-
vate foundations do not count.

Congress also created a
provision that would help
the most generous individual
donors and corporate givers by

eliminating the percent of AGI
limits for charitable deduc-
tions. It’s the same provision
that was put in for 2020 under
the CARES Act, just extended
through 2021.

For individuals, the 50-per-
cent of adjusted gross income
limitation would be suspend-
ed for 2020. For corporations,
the 10% limitation would be
increased to 25% of taxable
income. But beware, there are
also penalties for over-stating
the value of these gifts.

Workers who received
COVID-relief funds should

Positions Available:

Auto Painter’s Assistant
Administrative Assistant

Please come by the shop and ask for Tina
or call 830-997-7505

ESCAMILLA

Mon.-Fri. ONLY

BODY SHOP

8 a.m.-5 p.m.

80301.31-35

It’s FREE! Subscribe to the Daily Update newsletter.
Email fognews@fredericksburgstandard.com

TEXAS TREE SERVICE

24 HOUR EMER

TREE TRIMMING,
REMOVAL &
SCULPTING

CEDAR REMOVAL

LAND CLEARING

CABLING

STUMP GRINDING

BUCKET TRUCKS &

CRANE AVAILABLE

Texas

TREE SERVICE
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

B

GENCY SERVICE

treeservicekerrvilletx.com
Prompt Free Estimates

830-896-7080

Licensed & Insured for your protection

be aware that while federal
stimulus payments are not
taxable, unemployment ben-
efits are. Federal law allows
voluntary withholdings of 10%
to cover part or all of this tax
liability. Otherwise, estimated
quarterly tax payments should
be made.

There some numbers,
no stars. Now, go talk to the
smart professional people.

McBride is the president and CEO
of the Fredericksburg Chamber of
Commerce.

DBA filings
in Gillespie
County

The following individuals
have filed “Doing Business
As” documents since Jan. 18
with the Gillespie County
Clerk’s office:

- Jake Myers as Jake’s
Automotive.

« Elizabeth Kay Corneau as
Libby’s Kitchen.

« Sebastian Hernandez
as Jireh Construction and
Remodeling.

« James W. Scott as Grun
Meadow.

Attorney Richard L. “Rick” Hoerster

Injuries & Accidents, Board Certified

by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
in Personal Injury Trial Law

* Serious injuries and wrongful death only

* All types of motor vehicle, truck, motorcycle,
bike and pedestrian accidents

* Over 30 years experience

* Born and raised in Fredericksburg

* 6 years experience in Houston/Harris County

* Free initial confidential consultation

website: hoerster-law.com
520 West Main St., Fredericksburg, TX
830-997-4303 or 1-800-284-0490

5975.01

region.”

In his first days in office,
Biden has moved swiftly
to implement his climate
change agenda by recom-
mitting the United States to
the Paris climate agreement,
canceling the construction
permit for the Keystone
XL oil pipeline and issuing
a 60-day freeze on new oil
drilling on federal lands. The
latter move has proved par-
ticularly controversial within
Texas, with four U.S. House
Democrats from the state
asking Biden to rescind it on
Wednesday.

Discussing his executive
actions on climate change
Wednesday, Biden said they
were part of a “whole of gov-
ernment approach to put cli-
mate change at the center of
our domestic, national secu-
rity and foreign policy.

“It’s advancing conserva-
tion, revitalizing commu-
nities in cities and on the
farm lands and securing and
environmental justice,” said
Biden, who insisted that,
despite his pause of frack-
ing on federal lands, “We're
not going to ban fracking”
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altogether.

Abbott acknowledged that
in Texas, there is “either zero
or close to zero” federal lands
where drilling is done, so
Biden’s order does not impact
the state as much as it does
New Mexico, for example.
Still, Abbott said he is con-
vinced that the Biden admin-
istration “will be trying to
take actions that will make
it harder, more difficult and
more costly” for oil and gas
businesses in Texas, which
are major economic drivers
for the state.

The executive order that
Abbott signed asks state
agencies to “work to identify
potential litigation, notice-
and-comment opportuni-
ties and any other means
of preventing federal over-
reach within the law.” Abbott
called the order a “homework
assignment” for every agency
and threatened to fire agency
leaders who do not go along
with it.

Land Commissioner
George P. Bush, a fellow
Republican, said his office
stood ready to comply with
Abbott’s order.

HILL COUNTRY MEMORIAL'S
Low-Cost Lab Tests
& Vascular Screenings

February 13 8am - lam
in Fredericksburg

F

BLOOD TYPE $25

FERRITIN $35

FOBT $35
HELICOBACTOR $90
HEMOGLOBIN A1C $30*
HEP C SCREEN $25

o000 odod

SECOND SATURDAY
OF EVERY MONTH

NO Appointment Necessary
Physician’s order NOT required
Register at HCM’s Admissions Entrance
Test results mailed to you within 7 days

INSURANCE NOT ACCEPTED / CASH,
CHECK, OR CREDIT CARD ONLY

Medicare patients please consult physicians

QUICKDRAW

* Fasting - typically 10 hours before testing.
Black coffee and water permitted.

DIABETES SCREENING $35*

Q LIPID PANEL $30*
+ Cholesterol, Triglycerides,
HDL, LDL

0 PSA (PROSTATE) $25
0O TESTOSTERONE $75
0 TSH (THYROID) $30
Q VITAMIN D $42

Q VITAMIN B12 $25

0O QUICKDRAW 1 $65 *
- Lipid Panel
» Comprehensive Metabolic
Panel (kidney, liver, heart
function, glucose)
» Complete Blood Count

0O QUICKDRAW 2 $95 *
* QuickDraw 1 plus
Thyroid Stimulating
Hormone (TSH)

O MEN’S HEALTH $135*

« Comprehensive
Metabolic Panel

« Complete Blood Count

« Thyroid Stimulating
Hormone (TSH)

« A1C and Glucose (diabetes)

« PSA (tests for signs of
prostate cancer)

LIFE SCREEN

Q LIFE SCREEN ULTRASOUND TESTS $50
+ THYROID ULTRASOUND- Looks for
abnormalities like cysts, nodules and tumors

+ ABDOMINAL AORTA ULTRASOUND- Looks
for enlarged areas (aneurysm) that could rupture

+ CAROTID ARTERY ULTRASOUND- Looks for
plaque that can cause a stroke

0 CALCIUM SCORING $710

0O WOMEN’S HEALTH $135*

. Comprehensive
Metabolic Panel

. Complete Blood Count

« Thyroid Stimulating
Hormone (TSH)

« AlC and Glucose (diabetes)

. FSH (female hormone)

] HilIcountrymemoriql.org/quickdrqwl

:\ \.’ 174

'Y‘

(830) 997-1250
1020 S State Hwy 16 / Fredericksburg

HCM

HILL COUNTRY
MEMORIAL

80781.36


www.hillcountrymemorial.org/quickdraw
www.hoerster-law.com
www.treeservicekerrvilletx.com
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Members of Betha-
ny’s Outreach and
Advocacy Team
(BOAT) check fluid
levels and tire infla-
tion for a customer
during the first free
car care clinic held
Nov. 7. Pictured
from left are Tammy
Keener, Al Sunday,
the Rev. Kevin Haug
and Keith Whited.

Volunteers offer free car care
clinic Saturday in Bethany

Bethany Outreach and Advocacy Team
(BOAT) is hosting its second free, basic car
care clinic from 9-11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 6,
in the Bethany Lutheran Church parking lot
directly behind the church at 110 W. Austin

St.

Participants are asked to enter from North
Adams Street. Volunteers from the church
will be on hand to perform simple vehicle
inspections, offer suggestions and, if war-
ranted, make recommendations for further

professional service.

A list of car mechanics and service stations
from the Fredericksburg Chamber of Com-

merce will be available.

The car care clinic was proposed by BOAT
member Linda Simonsen. Before her posi-
tion as volunteer coordinator at Hill Coun-
try Memorial, Simonsen boasts years work-
ing as manager in the car service field.

“In addition to serving as liaison between
the customer and mechanic, I helped devel-
op programs to educate buyers, especially
women, what to look for when buying and
how to maintain their cars,” she said.

Some of the services included in the
BOAT’s car care clinic include checking tires
for excessive or uneven wear and pressure.

and brakes.

sen said.

weather.

Tires with low pressure will be inflated to
the correct setting.

They will also be checking belts for crack-
ing and/or fraying, and monitoring basic
fluid levels — transmission, power steering

Windshield wipers will be examined for
wear and if needed, windshield washer fluid
will be topped off.

“And if inspection stickers are out of date,
we’ll remind the drivers of that, too,” Simon-

The first free car care clinic was in early
November, in advance of the onset of colder

“This car care clinic serves a real need now
that full-service stations are so rare,” Simon-
sen said. “Many folks, especially some of our
seniors, don’t know how to do these routine
checks or they don’t have anyone to help
keep their cars in good condition.”

The service project of BOAT is their latest
outreach ministry in support of their mis-
sion statement to advocate for neighbors in
need, seek avenues for help, and implement
real-world assistance.

For more information, call the Bethany
church office at 830-997-2069.

FPD investigates stolen saw

The Fredericksburg Police
Department is investigating
the theft of a Stihl TS 500 14
cut off saw rom Ace Hard-
ware, 1102 East Main.

Arrest

On Monday, Jan. 25, a CID
detective was contacted re-
garding a male subject with a
fake $50 dollar bill. Stopped
in the 100 block of West Walch
Ave., Miguel Angel Romero
was arrested on the charge of
forgery, intent to defraud or
harm another and resist arrest
search or transport.

On Thursday, Jan. 28, an of-
ficer conducted a field sobriety
test on a male driver and fe-
male passenger during a traf-
fic stop in the 1400 block of
East Main Street. Both were
determined to be intoxicated.

The driver, Brenton Ed-
ward Own, was arrested on
the charge of driving while
intoxicated. The passenger,
Chandra Kristine Reyes, was
also arrested on the charge of
public intoxication.

On Saturday, Jan. 30, an of-
ficer conducted a field sobriety
test during a traffic stop in the
200 block of East Main Street.
Angela Gail Seba was arrested
on the charge of driving while
intoxicated.

Later Saturday, an officer
contacted a man who was un-
steady on his feet in the 200
block of West MainStreet.
Tucker Joe Campbell was ar-
rested on the charge of public
intoxication.

On Sunday, Jan. 31, an of-
ficer dispatched to the 300
block of East Highway Street
and was advised upon arrival
by EMS that a woman was in-
toxicated. Deborah Faye Freit-
ag was arrested on the charge
of public intoxication.

Later Sunday, a patrol of-
ficer was dispatched to the
600 block of Jessica Street for
a criminal trespass violation.
Maria Beth Moore was arrest-

ed on the charge of criminal
trespass.

Burglary

On Friday, Jan. 29, an offi-
cer was dispatched to the 700
block of South Washington
Street for a burglary that had
occurred. Case will be for-
warded for investigation.

On Friday, Jan. 30, an officer
dispatched to 310 East Main
Street, Silver Creek for a bur-
glary of a vehicle. The officer
was advised by the complain-
ant that there were several
things taken from the vehicle.
A suspect was identified. Case
will be forwarded for investi-
gation.

Fraud

On Monday, Jan. 25, an offi-
cer was dispatched to the 600
block of West Live Oak Street
for a report of a counterfeit
$50 dollar bill. The suspect
was later arrested for the of-
fense.

On Wednesday, Jan. 27, a
complainant told an officer
they have received letters stat-
ing they had signed up for
Medicare Part B when the
complainant had not. The of-
ficer told the complainant that
this report would be forward-
ed for investigation.

Later Jan. 27, a complainant
advised an officer that some-
one was using their Social
Security number with a util-
ity company in Houston. They
only wanted to make a police
report.

Also on Jan. 27, a complain-
ant told an officer someone
has been counterfeiting their
business checks. Case will be
forwarded for further investi-
gation.

Stolen Vehicle
On Friday, Jan. 29, an offi-
cer dispatched for a stolen ve-
hicle to the 400 block of Cross
Mountain Drive. The vehicle
pulled back into the driveway

while the officer was present.
No further action was needed.

Theft

On Monday, Jan. 25, a com-
plainant told an officer they
had left their cell phone in
their car and when they went
get it, the phone was gone.
Complainant only needed to
make a report for their cell
phone carrier.

Later Jan. 25, an officer was
dispatched to Ace Hardware
for a theft of a Stihl TS 500 14
cut off saw on Jan. 22. Report
will be forwarded for further
investigation.

On Thursday, Jan. 28, a call
came in regarding a theft, but
it was canceled when the com-
plainant found the money. No
further action was needed.

Weekly totals
FPD responded to 350 calls
for service and made 179 traf-
fic stops for the week of Jan.
25-31.

Jan. 25-31

12 accidents.
10 alarms.
18 animal-related calls.
« 1assault.
2 burglaries.
1 civil dispute.
1 criminal mischief.
1 criminal trespass.
8 disturbances.
16 follow-up calls.
4 frauds.
3 harassments.
1illegal parking.
3 lost/stolen property.
6 ordinance violations.
11 public relations calls.
183 special assignments
1 stolen vehicle.

» 9 suspicious activity.

« 3 suspicious persons.

« 4 suspicious vehicles.

« 3 thefts.

« 14 traffic hazards.

- 10 traffic hazards (J-
walking).

- 179 traffic stops.

- 1warrant served.

- 5 welfare concern calls.

« 19 other.

NOW is the time to a

Don't Get Stuck With A Grassbur!
Visit nlIiEﬂ. .".u serVices' Inc- for your

pre-emergent products!

255 Loring Street
Stonewall, Texas 78671
Custom Blended Liquid Fertilizer | Farm & Ranch Chemicals
Livestock Feed & Minerals | Show Supplies | Seed

pply to your lawns and pastures.

Water is imperative to activate the pre-emergent herbicide.
It’s also time to control Texas Winter grassin Coastal pastures.

(830) 644-2411
Open 8-5:30 M-F 8-12 S

80675.35-39

Search warrant reveals
methamphetamine, THC

The Gillespie County Sher-
iff’s Office arrested a man on
the charge of manufactur-
ing or delivering a controlled
substance after using a search
warrant to obtain evidence.

Drugs

At 11:58 a.m., Thursday Jan.
28, deputies with a search
warrant found 3.1 grams of
methamphetamine as well
as marijuana and drug para-
phernalia in a residence in the
700 block of N. Bowie St.

Ethan Isaac Settles, 26,
of Fredericksburg, was sub-
sequently arrested on the
charge of manufacture or
delivery of a controlled sub-
stance, greater than or equal
to one gram and less than
four grams.

At 2:36 p.m., Sunday Jan.
31, deputies asked to search
a vehicle during a traffic stop
near the intersection of U.S.
290 West and Basse Lane.
The driver denied the request,
so the deputy requested the
K9 deputy and K9 Furex
and conducted an open-air
search.

As he was exiting the ve-
hicle, the driver clenched
a meth pipe in one hand.
Charles Vance Tillian, 29, of
Fredericksburg, was arrested
on the charge of possession of

a controlled substance, more
than or equal to one gram
and less than four grams
(methamphetamine), posses-
sion of a controlled substance,
less than one gram (THC),
and tampering or fabricating
physical evidence with intent
to impair.

At 5:37 p.m., Friday Jan. 29,
a deputy was called to assist
a Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department officer in arrest-
ing an individual with drug
charges at Enchanted Rock
State Natural Area.

Accidents

The Gillespie County Sher-
iff’s Office worked three mi-
nor crashes this week. GCSO
also assisted DPS with one
crash and the Fredericksburg
Police Department with an-
other.

Other

At 8:28 p.m. Friday, Jan.
29, a deputy was called to the
4000 block of U.S. 290 East
for a vehicle hitting a guard-
rail and driving away without
reporting the crash or dam-
age.

Another vehicle struck the
damaged guardrail lying in
the westbound lanes and it
had to be towed.

Evidence and a witness
helped locate the vehicle.

The driver, Reybit Perez,
34, of Fredericksburg was ar-
rested on the charge striking
fixture or highway landscape.

Weekly totals

Deputies handled a total of
267 calls during the week and
made three arrests. A total of
12 people were booked into
the jail.

As of Monday, the jail popu-
lation was 50.

Jan. 25-31
» 3 accidents.
. 2 alarms.
15 animal-related calls.
7 civil disputes.
3 criminal mischief.
1 criminal trespass.
6 disturbances.
1 emergency commitment.
13 follow-up calls.
3 fraud.
12 other agency assists.
3 prisoner transports.
1 property lost/recovered.
2 public relations calls.
69 special assignments.
13 suspicious activities.
1theft.
12 traffic hazards.
86 traffic stops.
1 warrant served.
11 welfare concern calls.
» 2 unattended deaths.
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GILLESPIE COUNTY FIRE, RESCUE CALLS

Jan. 24-30
Fredericksburg

- Sunday, Jan. 24 — 10:35
a.m., Reeh-Weinheimer Road,
motor vehicle accident.

- Sunday, Jan. 24 — 3:32 p.m.,
Ranch Road 1376, grass fire.

- Monday, Jan. 25 — 10:08
a.m., Old Mason Road, grass fire.

- Monday, Jan. 25 — 10:34
a.m., Old Mason Road, grass fire.

« Monday, Jan. 25 — 11:24
a.m., U.S. 290 West and North
Creek Road, grass fire.

- Monday, Jan. 25 — 12:48
p.m., Eckert Road, grass fire.

« Tuesday, Jan. 26 — 12:33
p.m., Rocky Creek Road, grass
fire.

» Tuesday, Jan. 26 — 1118 p.m.,
West Oak, grass fire.

« Thursday, Jan. 28 — 8:02
a.m., Ranch Road 1631, vehicle
fire.

« Thursday, Jan. 28 — 5:21
p.m., US. 87 South and CJ
Ranch Road, grass fire.

. Friday, Jan. 29 — 5:23 p.m,,
U.S. 87 North, motor vehicle ac-

cident.

« Friday, Jan. 29 — 8:35 p.m.,
U.S. 290 East and Pedernales,
HazMat.

» Saturday, Jan. 30 — 12:36
a.m., West Travis Street, fire
alarm.

» Saturday, Jan. 30 — 6:25
p.m., East Highway Street, gen-
eral investigation.

» Saturday, Jan. 30 — 9:42
p.m., Cross Mountain Drive, gen-
eral investigation.

Stonewall

« Sunday, Jan. 24 — 3:32 p.m.,
Ranch Road 1376, grass fire.

« Monday, Jan. 25 — 12:58
p.m., U.S. 290 East, grass fire.

« Thursday, Jan. 28 — 8:02
a.m., Ranch Road 1631 and KI-
aerner Road, vehicle fire.

« Thursday, Jan. 28 — 5:21
p.m., US. 87 South and CJ
Ranch Road, grass fire.

« Friday, Jan. 29 — 8:29 p.m,,
U.S. 290 East and Bruce Road,
HazMat.

Harper
- Monday, Jan. 25 — 11:24

a.m., U.S. 290 West and North
Creek Road, grass fire.
Willow City

- Monday, Jan. 25 — 10:08
a.m., Old Mason Road, grass fire.

« Monday, Jan. 25 — 10:34
a.m., Old Mason Road, grass fire.

« Monday, Jan. 25 — 11:24
a.m., U.S. 290 West and North
Creek road, grass fire.

« Monday, Jan. 25 — 12:48
p.m., Eckert Road, grass fire.

» Tuesday, Jan. 26 — 12:33
p.m., Rocky Creek Road, grass
fire.

« Tuesday, Jan. 26 — 1118 p.m.,
West Oak Drive, grass fire.

Doss

« Monday, Jan. 25 — 10:08
a.m., Old Mason Road, grass fire.

« Monday, Jan. 25 — 10:34
a.m., Old Mason Road, grass fire.

« Tuesday, Jan. 26 — 12:33
p.m., Rocky Creek Road, grass
fire.

« Tuesday, Jan. 26 — 1118 p.m.,
West Oak Drive, grass fire.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Fredericksburg Flying
Club to meet Saturday

The Fredericksburg Flying
Club will meet 8:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 6, at the Gillespie
County Airport, 75 Airport Road.

Membership to the flying club
is open to current pilots, student
pilots and non-flying retired pi-
lots. For information, call Gwen
Fullbrook at 830-456-2623.

Spring FTC semester
students will perform

The Fredericksburg Theater
Academy’s spring semester

classes orientation is Sunday,
Feb. 7.

Classes are every Tuesday
and Thursday for a 12-week
term, ending with a performance
on the Steve W. Shepherd The-
ater stage May 7-8.

For information, visit freder-
cksburgtheater.org] call the the-
ater’s box office during business
hours, Monday through Friday,
9 a.m.to1p.m. at 888-669-7114.

Retired teachers
meeting on Feb. 8

The Gillespie County Retired
Teachers Association will meet

via Zoom on Monday, Feb. 8, at
215 p.m.To request the Zoom
link, email gcrta.info@gmail.
com.

The guest speaker will be J.D.
Windham, executive director of
the Christian Job Corps of Gil-
lespie County. A business meet-
ing will follow.

Members will receive an
emailed link to join this meeting.

GCRTA extends a special in-
vitation to all Gillespie County
retired teachers and school staff
who are not yet members to par-
ticipate.

For information call Beverly
Harrell at 830-990-8184.
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Steps to Boost Your Credit Score

There aren’t shortcuts to improving your credit score. You’ll need to make sound financial decisions
for at least several months to offset previous damage you’ve done to your credit record. But that
doesn’t mean it can’t be done. Here are four steps to improve your score and increase the chances

President’s Column
Central Hill Country Board of REALTORS®

by Eddie Miller, 2021 President realior”

you’ll qualify for a favorable mortgage loan.

Check Your Credit Report

Verify that the items listed on your report—especially the negative ones—are correct. If there are
mistakes, correcting them is an easy way to help your score. You can order free copies of your credit

report at pnnualcreditreport.com|

Pay Overdue Accounts

Past-due balances are very damaging to your score. Pay off the debt or at least negotiate a plan to get
those accounts current. Once current, those accounts will stop adding negative information to your

credit report and can generate positive credit-score movement.

Use Less of Your Available Credit

Carrying a $2,000 balance on a Visa card with a $3,000 limit isn’t going to help your credit profile. Try
to pay down those balances, if possible, to less than 50% of your available credit. Another option is to
ask for a higher limit. If Visa raises the limit on that card to $6,000, your balance looks better—as long

as you resist the urge to add to the balance on that card.

Don’t Close Accounts

This one is counterintuitive, but closing a credit card account lowers your available credit. Keep that
card active and set it up to autopay one or two small, recurring bills, such as your Netflix membership.

When you’re ready to start looking for a home, talk to a Texas REALTOR®. He or she can help you

understand the many aspects of the homebuying process.

Legal Disclaimer: The material provided here is for informational purposes only and is not intended and should not be considered as legal advice for your particular matter. You
should contact your attorney to obtain advice with respect to any particular issue or problem. Applicability of the legalprinciples discussed in this material may differ substantially

inindividual situations.

Central Hill Country Board of REALTORS® is the voice for real estate in the Hill Country
covering Gillespie, Blanco, Mason, and Kimble Counties. Visit our website at[www.chcbr.org)

80807.36
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HOT funds applications
now being accepted for 2021

Gillespie County is accepting
applications for the allocation
of 2021 Gillespie County Hotel
Occupancy Tax (HOT) funds.

These funds will assist and
support qualified events, pro-
grams and projects in pro-
moting tourism to the county
which increases business for
overnight  accommodation
venues.

The Hotel Occupancy Tax
is collected from visitors and
tourists who use local over-
night venues.

Under state law, the county
collects this tax from hotels,
motels, bed and breakfasts
and inns located in the unin-
corporated areas of the county
outside of the extraterritorial
jurisdiction (ETJ) of the City
of Fredericksburg and the tax
revenue may only be used for
specific tourism-related pur-
poses.

Tax funds may only be used
if both parts of the following
two-part test are met.

Part one requires the use of
funds directly enhances and
promotes the tourism, conven-
tion or hotel industry by being
expended to attract out-of-
town visitors who will likely
spend the night in Gillespie
County lodging.

Part two states that every ex-
penditure of the tax must fall
into one of seven categories:
1. Funding establishment, im-
provement, or maintenance of
a convention or visitor center;
2. Paying for administrative
costs for facilitating conven-

tion registration; 3. Paying for
advertising, solicitations and
promotions for venues that at-
tract tourists and convention
delegates to the county or its
vicinity; 4. Expenditures that
promote the arts which in-
creases tourism and local ho-
tel and convention activity; 5
Funding historical restoration
or preservation programs that
directly promote tourism and
the local hotel or convention
industry; 6. Funding certain
expenses, including promo-
tional expenses directly re-
lated to sporting events within
counties with a population of
under one million and that the
sporting event would substan-
tially increase economic activ-
ity at local hotels and other
overnight venues; 7. Signage
directing tourists to sights and
attractions that are visited fre-
quently by hotel guests in the
county.

Gillespie County will accept
applications from organiza-
tions and entities whose pro-
gram fits in one or more of the
above categories. Application
packets are available from the
County Judge’s Office in the
Gillespie County Courthouse.
The packets can also be down-
loaded from the county web-
site at www.gillespiecounty.
org.

Completed applications
should be submitted to the
Gillespie County Auditor’s Of-
fice, 101 W. Main St., Unit #4
by 5 p.m. March 3, 2021.

Applications must be hand-

Basketball courts at Old Fair
Park to get fresh surfacing

Due to resurfacing of the
basketball courts at Old Fair
Park, the Basketball Pavilion
is temporarily closed.

City of Fredericksburg of-
ficials announced that the
courts should open back up
sometime next week.

Stop in to see
what's new at
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It’s not just a great hearing aid.
__lt__’s a multifunctional marvel.

A hearing aid that provides a full day
of hearing, including streaming.

® Rechargeable, built-in batteries

® Clearer, richer sound than ever before
® Connects to smartphones, TV and more
® Smart apps for on-the-go adjustments

-
Phonak
Audéo Marvel

HILL COUNTRY

AUDIOLOGY SERVICE

FREDERICKSBURG
510 S. Adams Street 703 Hill Country Dr., Ste. 102
(830) 997-5006 (830) 792-4060

[www.hillcountryaudiology.com]
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it makes a difference.”

delivered to the County Audi-
tor’s Office by the published
deadline. Applications may
not be faxed or emailed.

All applications will
be reviewed and presented for
Commissioners Court consid-
eration at the 9 a.m. March
22 meeting located in the Gil-
lespie County Courtroom.

Among the criteria evalu-
ated, but not limited to, will be
quality, visitor appeal, admin-
istrative ability, and the over-
all benefit as to the increase of
overnight visitors to Gillespie
County.

For more information, call
the Gillespie County Judge’s
Office at 997-7502 or the Gil-
lespie County Auditor’s Office
at 997-6777.

purposes.

ference.”

“And that alone was all I needed to hear,”
DiCuffa said. “I want our kids to be proud to
be a Billie. Where you go to school every day,

Williamson suggested they buy land to
build a new campus on and use the current
— with all its history — for other educational

Examples he provided were moving the day-
care or technology resources.

Board member Kerinne Herber said they
won't be getting a second chance on passing
the bond. If they rush the bond proposal for
May, they may regret it, she said.

“We realize we still have lots of missing
parts, lots of missing pieces to fill in to make a
successful bond,” Herber said.

Williamson said bonds are one of the best
ways to fund changes in situations like these.

“If you just raise the tax rate for mainte-
nance and operation, then you're still losing
30 cents of every dollar. If you do a bond to
do buildings, or buses or computers, which is
what we've been doing, then that whole dollar
stays here,” Williamson said. “That’s the dif-

The bond vote does not have to be decided
on before land is purchased.

“Whether you call it in May or November,
weTe in a position that the board can do a
land purchase independent of the bond,” Wil-
liamson said. “You have up to 18 months after
the end of the project to use the bond money
to repay the district.”

A subcommittee formed by the board about
three weeks ago is looking at options for real
estate.

Although a delay of the bond purchase was
not approved during this meeting, the board
will meet for a special meeting again at noon
on Thursday, Feb. 4 at the FISD Central Ad-
ministration Building, 234 Friendship Lane.
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Arts & Crafts Supplies ¢ Leather Crafts » Balloons » Wedding Supplies
Party Supplies ¢ Seasonal ¢ Picture & Art Framing ¢ Floral ¢ Fabrics ¢ Yarn ¢ Ribbon
Wilton ¢ Scrapbooking ¢ Rustic Furniture ¢

Home Accents ¢ Gifts & MUCH MORE!

YOUR LOCAL HOMETOWN Craft Store

Serving the Texas Hill Country Since 1997!

By Mission Gallery® Darice®,VDI®, Gerson®, Teter’s Floral Products®
and Texas State Wildflowers®.
HUGE SELECTION!

SALE

400H MORE

OFF White Tag Price

*As Marked with Yellow Tag

18"Heart Shaped. Helium-filled.
Large assortment of designs.

SALE
$1 44 each

or 10 for S“] 00
re-order NOW for pickup on 2/1 4

Assorted sizes and styles.
GREAT FOR VALENTINES DAY!

EXTRA
%

EXTRA

30,

All Clear Glass Vases [ Crystal Bead Bracelets & Necklaces | Vintage Look Canvas, Cowhide

Assorted styles and colors.
GREAT FOR VALENTINES DAY!

LOWEST Price Marked LOWEST Price Marked OFF White 1I!ag Price
) A< Marked with Yellow Ticket

or Leather Cosmetic Bags,
Handbags or Travel Bags

NEW STYLES! Unique designs. Large selection.
White Tag: $9.99 to $299.99.

O

OFF White Tag Price
*As Marked with Yellow Ticket

All Texas State Wildflower® Single Stems & Sprays

Indian Blanket, Indian Paintbrush, Cattails, Daisies, Mexican Hats & More.

Was