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Extravaganza
Join Bethlehem AME 

Church for a praise and wor-
ship musical extravaganza on 
Friday, June 30 at 6:30 p.m. 
The church is located at 2200 
Bethlehem Rd. in La Grange. 
Special guest is Pastor/Minis-
ter Leo Vaughns Jr. The Mis-
tress of Ceremony is Evange-
list Lisa Wooden.

Stars Stripes & Polka 
The Texas Polka News/

PolkaBeat.com will host the 
annual Stars, Stripes, and Pol-
ka On! dance at the Schulen-
burg Hall on Saturday, July 
1. Music by the Czechaholics 
Band from 7-11 p.m. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. and hamburg-
ers will be available. Door 
prizes will be drawn. Kick off 
the July Fourth celebration 
week with your friends.

Monument Hill 
Join Kreische Brewery 

and Monument Hill State His-
toric Sites on July 1 and July 
2 from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. and 
learn more about the German 
Texan celebrations of Inde-
pendence Day on the Bluff. 
Activities will include themed 
tours, a make-your-own ice 
cream event on Saturday, and 
a craft-making station on Sun-
day. Regular admission fees 
apply. For more information, 
follow the sites’ social media 
or call (979) 968-5658.

By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

Sometimes you have to 
shed a few layers to beat this 
heat. 

Last Friday around 2:15 
p.m., a motorist called La 
Grange Police about a wom-
an wearing only underwear 
walking down the service road 
of SH 71 Bypass. La Grange 
Police Chief David Gilbreath 
responded and found the 

woman on the service road 
near the intersection of Von 
Minden Rd. 

“She was walking down 
the road in bikini underwear,” 
Gilbreath said. “She had a pair 
of shorts around her neck.”

Gilbreath said the woman 
was in her 30s and had an 
Austin address, but she was 
staying with a family member 
in La Grange.

“She said she took her 

clothes off because it was 
hot,” Gilbreath said.

The weather last Friday 
was actually cooler than it had 
been last week and the days 
since then – barely 90 degrees 
at the time, according to the 
thermometer at Fayette Re-
gional Air Center. 

Gilbreath gave the woman 
a courtesy ride to her fam-
ily member’s residence in La 
Grange.

By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

The Von Minden Hotel in 
Schulenburg is up for sale.

Lockwood Realty Group 
of San Antonio is the listing 
agent for the 17,036 sq. ft. 
building. The price is listed as 
“subject to offer.”

A group of local inves-
tors purchased the property 
in 2017 and began renova-
tions. According to the listing, 
“The property has undergone 
partial renovations, including 
asbestos abatement, electrical 
and plumbing service, exterior 
and windows.”

The Von Minden Hotel 
was built in 1927. Prior to its 
sale in 2017, the Pettit Family 
of Schulenburg owned and op-
erated the hotel along with The 
Cozy Movie Theater, which 

By MAKENZIE GIVAN
The Fayette County Record

It’s not every day that you 
receive a golden buzzer dur-
ing the semi-finals of Nor-
way’s Got Talent, especially 
after having already received 
it in the first round of televised 
auditions. In fact, in 2019, Re-
becca Isaksen was the first in 
the world to receive a golden 
buzzer during the semi-finals 
of a ‘Got Talent’ show.

“A lot of small children 
told me after I played there 
(NGT), ‘Oh I started playing 
violin because of you,’” said 
Isaksen. “I hope people see 
how much I enjoy playing the 
music, that I give something to 
them. For me, that’s the most 
important thing.”

Born and raised in Nor-
way to parents who were 
musicians, Isaksen has never 
known a life without music. 
She began her music journey 
singing in the choir, but when 
she turned eight, something 
shifted.

“It wasn’t until I saw this 
show called Eurovision where 
I saw this guy from Norway 
who played violin that I really 
wanted to start playing,” said 
Isaksen. “...It was kind of love 
at first sight with the violin.”

Isasken recently finished 
her first year of undergradu-
ate studies at the Norwegian 
Academy of Music, the largest 
and best music academy in the 
country. Isaksen had previous-
ly attended a talent program at 
the same namesake when she 
was 12 years old.

Over the years, Isaksen 

has had the opportunity to 
participate in various compe-
titions aside from NGT, and 
perform at concerts all around 
Norway. She won the inspira-
tional award in the Midgard 
Competition, a Norwegian 
classical instrument competi-
tion, and 1st place prize in the 
Norwegian Music Competi-
tion for Youth, among others.

Now, Isaksen has found 
her way to the United States. 
Her music teacher, Kolbjørn 

Chief: ‘She Said She Took Her 
Clothes Off Because it Was Hot’

By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

At last Thursday’s com-
missioner’s court meeting, 
Pct. 4 Commissioner Drew 
Brossmann reported that his 
road and bridge department 
changed their work schedule 
to avoid the daytime heat.

“Since the heat is so ex-
treme, you might see our guys 
working different hours,” Bro-
ssmann said. “We’re coming 
in way earlier in the morning 
to get the job done. We were 
doing some paving yesterday 
and today, so we’re coming in 
around 5 a.m. If you see our 
guys around town at 1:30 or 
2 p.m., they’re off the clock.”

Later in the meeting, Bro-
ssmann asked EMS Director 
Josh Vandever if he has seen 
an increase in heat-related 
calls.

“Not only for patients, but 
we’ve had some crews getting 

pretty dehydrated on calls,” 
Vandever said. “We had a cou-
ple of wrecks with extrications 
of the past weeks, and a cou-
ple of times members of our 
crews and firefighters have 
gone to the ambulance to cool 
down.”

Vandever said the EMS 
Department has been purchas-
ing water to keep on hand for 
firefighters and other person-
nel responding to emergen-
cies. 

“We’re trying to keep 
everyone hydrated and safe,” 
Vandever said. 

“It’s really nice that y’all 
come to all the house fires 
and structure fires,” said Bro-
ssmann, who also serves as 
an assistant fire chief for the 
Schulenburg Volunteer Fire 
Department. “It’s really nice 
and comforting to know y’all 
are there in case something 
happens to us.”

Some County Crews Starting at 
5 a.m. to Avoid Afternoon Heat 

By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

Commissioners accepted 
and awarded a bid for grind-
ing mulch at the recycling 
center. The project will cost 
$77,140.70 this year.

The County provides a 
brush drop-off service for 
residents at the Fayette Coun-
ty Recycling Center. County 
road and bridge crews also 
dump brush at the site from 

clearing roadways. Each year 
the County hires a contractor 
to grind the brush into mulch. 
The Recycling Center sells 
the mulch at a price of $5 per 
pickup truck bed. 

“The mulching is defi-
nitely a losing battle,” said Re-
cycling Center Manager Paul 
Zapalac. “Each year it grows 
larger and larger. We get more 
brush. People move in and get 
some property out in the coun-

try – 15 or 20 acres. Instead 
of burning it right there, they 
bring it to the County. It’s only 
going to increase. The revenue 
is not there to continue it. So I 
don’t know what we are going 
to do moving forward.”

Burning the brush on site 
is out of the question. The Re-
cycling Center’s brush yard 
sits atop an old landfill. The 
County cannot burn there due 

Too Mulch to Handle?Too Mulch to Handle?

‘Norway’s Got Talent’ 
Star is Studying Here

Festival Hill Features: Rebecca Isaksen

Violinist Rebecca Isaksen is 

studying and performing at 

Festival Hill this summer.

Donations Aplenty
Second Chance makes 

more amazing donations.   D4

A Sizzling Summer: The Impact

was located on the first floor. 
“The property currently 

features 34 well-appointed 
guest rooms, as well as a large 
theater room, lobby and bar 
area making it an ideal loca-

tion for events and gather-
ings,” the listing says.

The Record reached out to 
a representative of the current 
owners, but they declined to 
comment. 

County’s Mulch Grinding Service Getting Expensive, Unwieldy

This is not some grand West Texas vista, but rather the growing county mulch pile, a service that 

is fast becoming too expensive and hard to manage, officials say. 
Photo by Andy Behlen 

Iconic Schulenburg Building For Sale

Schulenburg’s Von Minden Hotel.            Photo by Dave Oldham

Claude Hart: “I was a very 

young Highway Patrolman  ... 

sent to La Grange to ensure 

that the Sheriff didn’t kill Mar-
vin Zindler or kill himself.”

By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

In 1974, a year after The 
Chicken Ranch 
closed, Houston 
TV reporter 
Marvin Zindler 
returned to La 
Grange for a 
follow-up on 
his series that 
led to the broth-
el’s shut down.  Fayette Coun-
ty Sheriff T.J. “Jim” Flournoy 
was not a fan of the flamboy-
ant newsman. Zindler’s week-
long series that aired on ABC 
13 a year before caused a lot 
of embarrassment for “Big 

Jim” and the La Grange com-
munity. 

Flournoy accosted Zindler 
on the Square in La Grange 

that day, 
yanking him 
out of a car 
by his neck-
tie. Flournoy 
snatched the 
toupee off 
Zindler’s 

head and stomped it in the 
street. Zindler suffered two 
broken ribs in the ordeal. 

Zindler sued Flournoy, 
which resulted in the famous 
“I’m a friend of Sheriff Jim” 
bumper stickers that were 

sold as part of the Sheriff’s 
legal defense fund. 

Sometime later, Zindler 
returned to La Grange again 
to record some footage for 
his news special. The Texas 
Department of Public Safety 
(DPS) found out about the 
trip. Worried that another con-
frontation could turn deadly, 
DPS assigned a state trooper 
to shadow Flournoy while 
Zindler was in town. That 
trooper was Claude Hart, who 
was based in Brenham at the 
time.

“I was a very young High-
way Patrolman in Brenham 
when this all started,” said 

Hart. “I was sent to La Grange 
to ensure that the Sheriff 
didn’t kill Marvin Zindler or 
kill himself.”

Hart said his superiors at 
DPS believed Flournoy might 
kill Zindler if the two men 
crossed paths again. 

“All day long, it crossed 
my mind, what would I do if 
they confronted each other?” 
Hart said. “I don’t want to kill 
a reporter and I don’t want to 
kill a sheriff. But here I am 
with an impossible job to do. 
Praise the Lord, nothing bad 
happened.”

Hart, who just celebrated 

Chicken Ranch Revisited: The Trooper Assigned to Keep Sheriff Out of Trouble

See Hart, Page A4

See Norway, Page A4

See Too Mulch, Page A4

50 Years after it closed, The 
Record is planning a series of 
articles this summer looking 
back at the key figures sur-
rounding the Chicken Ranch 
and the complicated legacy it

 has left behind.  

www.polkabeat.com
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TUESDAY, JULY 4TH

– FULL OLD TIME PICNIC –

Celebrating 135 Years

EVERYBODY WELCOME - FUN FOR ALL - YOUNG AND OLD! H VISIT OUR 135 YEAR OLD CHURCH

Nathan Colt Young

9:30 PM

$12.00

The members of Shelby 
Volunteer Fire Department

wish to extend a heartfelt Thank You 
to everyone who supported our 

2023 Feast and Fundraiser. There 
are not enough words to express the 

gratitude to those who purchased 
meals, raffle tickets  and auction items. 

A special thank you to those who 
donated raffle items, auction itemsand 
desserts. Thank you also to members 
and non-members alike who made this 
day a success, without our volunteers 
this day would not have been possible. 

We Look Forward To Seeing 
You Again Next Year!

THANK 
YOU

sdwigans@yahoo.com

Owners - Jimmy and Sandy Dwigans

Tree Removal � Pruning & Trimming � Stump Grinding
Tree Planting � Diagnosis & Consultation � Other Tree Services

TDA Licensed For Insect And Disease Control

Tree Service Professionals of La Grange
CTL TREE SERVICE
Serving Fayette & Surrounding Counties � 25 Years Experience

979.732.7237  979.732.7198

in Red, White, and Blue, 
from the Perfect Patriotic 
Accents to the Top of the 
Line Grilling Equipment!

Lukas Bakery
will be closed
July 3rd, 4th,

5th & 6th.

We will be back
open July 7th
at our regular 

scheduled hours:
5 a.m. - 1 p.m.

979.968.3052
135 N. Main•La Grange

HAPPY JULY 4TH!

billsbarnlagrange.com

Build, Rebuild, Restore
& Create Custom Woodworking

& Welding Concepts

Home Inspection Report 
& Handyman Repairs

979-639-1044

Licensed
& Insured

Leward Anders
& Sons, Inc.

Sand & Gravel Hauling

5904 Daniels Rd.

La Grange, Texas 78945

(979) 247-4360
Gary Anders

(979) 481-3610

Wayne Anders

(979) 481-3614

An important reminder 
from the City: Fireworks are 
prohibited within the city lim-
its of Fayetteville. 

Several items of impor-
tance took place at the most 
recent City Council meeting: 

� Justice of the Peace (JP) 
Jamie Moreau was appointed 
Fayetteville Municipal Court 
Judge at the most recent City 
Council meeting. Moreau will 
continue to serve in her posi-
tion as JP and will enforce city 
ordinances as necessary. 

� Councilman Neal Doty 
has been re-elected Mayor Pro 
Tem and will serve until his 
council term is up. 

� Approval was provided 
for the Fayetteville courthouse 
and gazebo to be painted. If 
citizens wish to make dona-
tions to the Courthouse Fund, 
there is additional work to be 
performed. Contact the City.  

� The Fayetteville Volunteer 
Fire Department and the City 
have renewed their contract. 
The agreement is for 20 years. 

� Updates and revisions to 
HOT (Hotel Occupancy Tax) 
reimbursement forms were ap-
proved. 

� The city council accepted 
a gift of local property. Infor-
mation will be forthcoming. 
Athletic Honors 

Congratulations to Fay-
etteville ISD students Lawson 
Fritsch and Jack Schley for 
earning their position on the 
THSCA 1A Boys Track & 
Field Super Elite Team.
Park Prairie

Park Prairie at Lake Fay-
ette will delay their opening 
hours June 26 through June 
30 and July 10 through July 
14 for conservation practices. 
Park and boat ramp will open 
at 11 a.m. each day.
VBS

June 30 is the deadline to 
register for the Wilderness 
Adventure “Through the Sac-
raments” Cat Chat Vacation 
Bible School at St. John Cath-
olic Church. The school will 
be held July 17-21 from 6 to 8 
p.m. in the recreation hall. On-
line registration only at www.
stjohnfayetteville.com. Con-
tact Theresa Keilers at (979) 
966-2861 or kamcat@msn.
com for more information.
City-Wide Garage Sale

The Catholic Youth Min-
istry (CYM) of St. John and 
St. Mary will participate in 
the City-Wide Garage Sale 
on July 8. Please bring your 
donations (no clothes or TVs, 
please) to the parish hall on 
July 2, from 1-3 p.m., and July 
3-7, from 5-7 p.m. Make sure 
that all donated electronics 
and appliances are in working 
order. Fayetteville KJT Lodge 
No. 9 will have a raffle dur-
ing the sale. Matching funds 
are being provided by the KJT 
Home office. Proceeds will go 
to a grant for the CYM and for 
repairs to the interior of the 
KJT hall. We appreciate their 
support.

The Fayetteville Lions 
Club is accepting gently used 
home decor, furniture, tools, 
toys, games and clothing at 
the old fire house the week 
leading up to the City-Wide 

Fayetteville Courthouse to be Painted 

garage sale. Lucky attendees 
get the chance to make early 
purchases at a preview party 
held on Friday night, July 7, 
from 6 until 8 p.m. Alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic beverages 
will be served, and everyone 
is invited. A freewill offering 
of $20 per person is requested 
(under 21-free). Call Sandra 
Borne at (512) 971-3901 to 
arrange for donations or for 
more information.
Flower Class

This Saturday, an In-
dependence Day Patriotic 
Flower Class is being held  at 
Bloom & Co. in the square. 
Choose to make a grapevine 
wreath, flower centerpiece 
or sun hat. All flowers (farm 
fresh & dried) will be sup-
plied. Select one session: Ses-
sion 1: 2-3:30 p.m. or Session 
2: 4-5:30 p.m. One $40 ticket 
will include: one straw hat, 
grapevine wreath or vintage 
flower vessel; farm fresh and 
faux flowers in red, white and 
blue; all tools and supplies, 
including ribbons and vintage 
indigo

For more details, check 
out Jennifer Bellantonio Zer-
rer on Facebook. Visit she-
bloom.com.
Recommendations

For a sweeter summer for 
all, keep those recommenda-
tions for shows and books 
coming in. Send to news-
infayetteville@gmail.com. 
Check out Acorn TV. Lots of 
shows revolve around food 
(Aftertaste) or wine (Under 
the Vines), or both, like Reci-
pes for Love and Murder with 
Maria Conan Doyle of the 
Outlander series.

“The Beer Drinkers Guide 
to God” by William B. Miller 
(aka Fr. Miller) “....is highly 
enjoyable and spiritually di-
dactic as well—both being 
great traits for a summer read. 
It tells the life and travels of 
our Fr. Miller as well.” Rec-
ommended by Martin Payne. 
William “Father Bill” Miller 
presides over St. Cecilia’s in 
Round Top.
Celebrations

Happy Birthday wishes are 
extended to: James Korenek, 
Roy Kovar and Wayne Fru-
ge-30; Gracie Dyer and Justin 
Pietsch-July 2; Dan Stepan 
and Morgan Krebs-July 5.
Have News?

The deadline for sending 
news for this weekly column 
is every Sunday morning. Feel 
free to share what’s going on 
or coming up in our small 
town. Lots of special events, 
family gatherings and celebra-
tions, home projects, com-
munity, school, business and 
organization activities happen 
around here. If it’s special to 

garage sale. Lucky attendees 

By CINDY STEPHENS
Fayetteville News Correspondent

FAYETTEVILLE

News

Free Gallery Talk Saturday,  July 1
 Join the Texas Quilt Museum this Saturday to welcome 

Mark Lambert, husband of the late Mary Ann Vaca-Lambert, as 
he gives a Gallery Talk on the exhibit “A Tribute to Mary Ann 
Vaca-Lambert.” Mark is kind enough to make a return visit after 
inclement weather prevented some from attending his previous 
talk. The talk begins on Saturday, July 1 at 3 p.m. Museum ad-
mission is free beginning at 2 p.m. The museum is located at 140 
W. Colorado St. in La Grange.

Muldoon Museum Open July 1 
The Muldoon Museum will be open on Saturday, July 1

from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

Muldoon 4th of July Parade 
Independence Day celebration at Muldoon Park will be held 

Saturday, July 1. The parade lineup begins at 8:30 a.m. at Mul-
doon Baptist Church. Parade begins at 9:30 a.m. Live and si-
lent auctions start at 10:30 a.m. Hot dogs will be served after the 
auctions. Bottled water will be provided. Bring a side or dessert, 
preferably finger foods. The gun raffle drawing begins at 2 p.m. 
Auction items are needed. Bring a lawn chair. Any questions, 
contact Sheila Brunner at (361) 772-0246. Money raised sup-
ports improvements to the Muldoon Park.

Shared Lutheran Ministry Joint Service
Come join the fun. Shared Lutheran Ministries will be having 

a joint worship on Sunday, July 2 at 10 a.m.  After worship there 
will be a friendly hamburger throwdown at 11:30 a.m. to see who 
has the best burger in Fayette County. There will be judges from 
Feed the Need to judge the best burger, the people will have an 
opportunity to vote with a people’s choice.  All proceeds will go 
towards Feed the Need.

Carmine Trash Pickup Holiday Schedule 
Carmine trash pickup will be on Monday, July 3, since July 4 

falls on a Tuesday this year. Regular time will be observed.

St. John July 4th Patriotism  
Fayette County Precinct 4 Justice of the Peace Paul Zapalac 

will deliver a patriotic message for the 10 a.m. flag program on 
July 4 at St. John Parish Picnic. Zapalac serves as Grand Knight  
of the Schulenburg K of C Council. Come share Independence 
Day with us.  

Holiday Garbage Schedule 
La Grange city offices will be closed on Tuesday, July 4,  in 

observance of Independence Day. Waste Management will not 
have a holiday and will run their normal garbage schedule. 

The Remnant Church’s 4th of July Party
You’re invited to join The Remnant Church for their annual 

4th of July party for some fun for the entire family and commu-
nity on Tuesday, July 4 from 6 p.m. until dark. Free hot dogs and 
watermelon (while supplies last) and water. Enjoy a waterslide, 
splash pad, dunking booth and games for children and adults. 
Fireworks show at dark (weather permitting and if there is not 
a burn ban). Bring your own lawn chairs, family and friends, 
snacks and drinks (no alcoholic beverages allowed). Please note, 
childcare is not available at this event. Parents will need to ac-
company and supervise their children at this event.

Hermann Sons Life Meeting 
Hermann Sons Life Rutersville will have their regular month-

ly meeting on Wednesday, July 5 at 7 p.m. Members are asked 
to bring sandwiches, sides or desserts. Homemade ice cream will 
be provided.

Family Reunion July 8
All relatives and descendants of Andreas Kappler, Agnes 

Groeschel Kappler, John Ernst Berger and Anna Wukasch Berg-
er are invited to attend a family reunion at the Holy Cross Church 
Hall in Warda on Saturday, July 8 beginning at 10 a.m. A meal 
will be served at 12:30 p.m. Please bring enough food for your 
family. Paper goods, tea, and coffee will be provided by the re-
union. Bring your own soft drinks and beer. Donation for beer 
provided will be taken. There is a playground for the children. 
Please notify all relatives and bring any addresses, pictures, fam-
ily documents and information to share with each other. In the 
Giddings area, you may contact Wayne Kappler at (979) 702-
9814 or Golda Berger at (979) 542-5650. For any additional in-
formation, contact Harry Schoppe at (409) 926-2942 or by email 
at hisnet@gt.rr.com.

Schulenburg Chamber Wine-O  Bingo
The Schulenburg Chamber of Commerce will host Wine-O 

Bingo on Saturday, July 15 at Svetlik Farm, 2616 FM 2672 in 
Schulenburg. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. 
Individual tickets are $25 and a reserved table for 8 is $175. Only 
250 tickets will be sold. Enjoy 20 games (or more), plus a black-
out (big prize for this one). Prizes include wine, liquor, unique 
beers and lots of door prizes. BYOB, coolers and snacks are 
welcome. Join the table decorating contest. Decorating begins at 
4:30 p.m. You must be 21 years of age or older to play. Tickets 
are available by calling the chamber office at (979) 743-4514.

Bockhorn-Rodenbeck Family Reunion
The 84th Bockhorn-Rodenbeck Family Reunion will be held 

on Sunday, July 16 at the American Legion Hall, 903 North Park 
Street, Brenham. Members should look for an upcoming email 
from bockhornrodenbeckfamily@gmail.com with information 
regarding reservations, meal prices and activities planned for the 
day. Future emails from this account will provide additional in-
formation prior to the reunion.

Winchester to Hold Farmer’s Market
Zilss Hall, located at the corner of Memorial Hall Road and 

FM 153 in Winchester, will be the site of the monthly Winchester 
Farmer’s Market this Saturday beginning at 8:30 a.m. Vendors 
will be selling crafts, homemade food items, plants, eggs, and lo-
cally grown produce until noon. If you would like to be a vendor, 
the cost is $10 for a space and you must bring your own table and 
chairs. You may register on site. For more information, contact 
Shanti Odom at (512) 913-9110.

you or someone you know 
in our community, text (713) 
261-0786 or email newsinfay-
etteville@gmail.com.

Nineteen students from La Grange High School were recently inducted into the Blinn College 

chapter of the Mu Alpha Theta Mathematics Honor Society.  Mu Alpha Theta is a National High 

School and Junior College mathematics club for honor students that is co-sponsored by the 

National Council of Teachers of Mathematics and the Mathematical Association of America.  Pic-

tured (back, from left) are Bennett Barber, Alivia Eindorf, Alyssa Liccioni, Westin Smith, Owen 

Westall, John Gray; middle row: Peyton James, Tori Harold, Kylie Zbranek, Jill Newton, Landon 

von Minden, Lyndie Edson, Jillian Hightower, (front) Haylie Cooper, Sarah Kay, Maddy Kates, Gen-

esis Parada, Ella Pineda and Jena Jobb.

LHS Students Inducted Into Math Honor Society

NEED HELP WITH YOUR 

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the South Central Pension 
Rights Project at (800) 443-2528 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
SCPRP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan.

CALL US TODAY 1.800.443.2528

www.stjohnfayetteville.com
www.bloom.com
www.billsbarnlagrange.com
www.lepetitegourmetshoppe.com
www.stjohnpicnic.com
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Round Top 
Music FesTival

Patriotic concert
3:00 pm, July 2 in the Festival Concert Hall

Gershwin, Bernstein, rodgers,
Star Wars, Salutes and Sousa!

(979) 249-3129    FestivalHill.org

Round Top  
Music FesTival

Week 4 - Saturday, July 1

1:30 pm in the Festival Concert Hall

Chamber: NeW ameriCaN VoiCeS
Works by Walker  •  Montgomery  • 

Diaz de Leon  •  Frank  •  Higdon

3:30 pm in the Festival Concert Hall

Chamber muSiC CoNCert
Works by Copland  •  Tower  •  Dvořák  •  Bloch

7:30 pm in the Festival Concert Hall

texaS FeStiVal orCheStra CoNCert
Works by Suk  •  Wolfe  •  Dvořák

Conductor Charles Olivieri-Munroe

Percussionist Doug Perkins

 (979) 249-3129    FestivalHill.org

WINE-O BINGO 
Saturday, July 15, 2023 

Doors open at 5:30pm 
Bingo starts at 6:30pm 

 
Individual Tickets $25.00 

Reserved Table of 8 for $175.00 
Only 250 tickets sold! 
20 Games (or more) 

 

Plus a Black-Out (BIG prize for this one!) 
 

Prizes include wine, liquor, unique beers 
Lots of Door Prizes  

BYOB 
Coolers & Snacks Welcome 
Table-Decorating Contest  

(Decorating begins at 4:30) 
 

Svetlik Farm 2616 FM 2672, Schulenburg 
 

**Must be 21 years of age or older to play 

 
Sponsored by the  

Schulenburg Chamber of Commerce 
Tickets available at the Chamber office or  

by calling 979-743-4514 

READERS ARE LEADERS!READERS ARE LEADERS!
Call 979-968-3155 to Subscribe Today.Call 979-968-3155 to Subscribe Today.

Saturday, July 1, the Com-
pound will host their 7th An-
nual Round Top Independence 
Day Spectacular. Beginning at 
6 p.m., come out for live music 
by the Black Cat Choir, food 
from Merritt Meat Market and 
a bar by Prost on Block 29 and 
Ellis Motel. Admission is $25 
per vehicle and proceeds ben-
efit the Round Top-Warrenton 
Volunteer Fire Department. 
Fireworks by Mr. B begin at 
9:15 p.m.

Local Events
Also on Saturday, July 1, 

Harmonie Hall is hosting the 
annual Fourth of July dance 
celebrating America. Doors 
open at 7 p.m., and music is 8 
p.m. to 12 a.m. Bar and kitch-
en will be open. Tickets are 
$10 at the door.

Tuesday, July 4, is the big 
show-stopper – the longest 
running Fourth of July cel-
ebration west of the Missis-
sippi. The parade route starts 
at the Round Top Rifle Hall, 
heads down Highway 237 to-
wards Round Top, turns down 
Main Street, takes a left on 
Main Street, right on Bauer 
Rummel (Round Top Road), 
then right on White Street, 
right on Gretchen’s Way and 
back to the Rifle Hall.

All festivities begin at 10 
a.m., the parade starts after the 
firing of the cannon at 10:30 
a.m., and afterwards head to 
the Round Top Rifle Hall for 
music, food, and more! Bar-
beque will be served begin-
ning at 11:30 a.m. and the fun 
continues until 4 p.m., when 
the band will set up for live 
music and a dance. Come out 
for a fun-filled, old fashioned 
Fourth of July celebration. 

Live Music
Friday, June 30, catch Mi-

chael Player live at Busted 
Oak Cellars from 6 to 9 p.m., 
April Hall on Saturday from 
4 to 7 p.m., and Danielle Re-
ich Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m. 
Bingo Night is Thursday, July 
6 from 6 to 8 p.m.

Round Top Rifle Hall
Monday Night Hamburger 

Social takes place the first, 
second and third Mondays 
each month starting at 5:30 
p.m. All proceeds benefit the 
continued improvement of the 
RTRA.

For more information 
about the Rifle Hall or to book 
it for upcoming events, visit 
roundtoprifle.com.

Town of Round Top
The next Round Top Town 

Council will meet Monday, 
July 10 at 6 p.m. Meetings 
are held at the Town Hall lo-
cated at 100 Main Street un-
less otherwise posted. Citizens 
are encouraged and welcome 

RT Independence Day Spectacular Saturday Benefi ts VFD

By KYLA GOEBEL
Round Top News Correspondent

ROUND TOP

News

to attend. Agendas are posted 
on the website at www.towno-
froundtop.org at least 72 hours 
prior to the meeting time. 

Round Top Family Library
Yoga in the library every 

Monday at 5 p.m., Preschool 
story time Wednesdays at 
10:15 a.m., Chess Club 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

Family Game Day is Sat-
urday, July 8 at 2 p.m. Bring 
your family and friends for a 
day of classic and new games. 
A light snack will be served.

For more information 
about any of the programs of-
fered by the library, call 979-
249-2700 or visit ilovetoread.
org.

Sons of Hermann Round Top
The Round Top Hermann 

Sons Life Lodge 151 held the 
regular monthly meeting on 
June 22 at the American Le-
gion Hall at 6:30 p.m. Con-
gratulations was extended to 
McKinley Jasinski, scholar-
ship member, who received 
her check. She will be attend-
ing Blinn College in the fall 
with plans for a degree in agri-
culture. Linda Mattocks, pres-
ident, called the meeting to 
order with the Pledge of Alle-
giance. The lodge’s donations 
for the Round Top – Warren-
ton and Carmine Fire Depart-
ments were approved. Cor-
respondence included a letter 
from the American Legion 
requesting that the full rental 
be paid at the beginning of 
each year of ensure the meet-
ing date reservation. Treasurer 
Mary Rauch will comply. The 
membership picnic is Aug. 5 
in Comfort. Linda read a mes-
sage from Betty Porter, who 
underwent surgery recently. 
Jocie Braun will have her 
second cataract surgery next 
week. Happy birthday was 
sung to Max Baranowski, and 
McKinley and Kennedy Jasin-
ski. 

Happy anniversary wishes 
were extended to Ted and Mar-
gie Stardig for 63 years, and 
Leonard and Myrt Meinkowsky 
for 59 years. Attendance prizes 
were won by Jeanette Hancock, 
Margie Stardig, LaVerne Al-
bers, Linda Mattocks, and Jocie 
Braun. Door prize was won by 
Becky Jasinski. 

A big thank you to the 
outgoing serving committee 
of Ted and Margie Stardig, 
Barton and Lila Garlin, Pearl-
ie and Wayne Wagner, and 
LaVerne Albers. The serving 
committee for the next three 
months will be Mary, Melanie 
and Sophie Rauch, Bob and 
Betty Porter, Jeff and Cathy 
Gau, Dwight Nittsche, and 
Randy Wied. The next meet-
ing will be July 27.

Festival Hill
Sunday, July 2 is the Pa-

triotic Concert from 3 to 
4:30 p.m. featuring Conduc-
tor, Charles Oliveri-Munroe 
leading a plethora of songs 
including Star Spangled Ban-
ner, Armed Forces Salute, and 
several more.

Each day during the week, 
a new musician is featured and 
performs at the Edythe Bates 
Old Chapel at 1:30 p.m. This 
week’s musicians are as fol-
lows: Dmitry Kouzov on cello 
Monday, July 3, Chavdar 
Parashkevov on violin Tues-
day, Gretchen Pusch on flute 
Wednesday, Brett Deubner 
on viola Thursday, and Chen 
Zhao on violin Friday. The 
Young Artists Chamber Music 
Groups perform Friday at 7:30 
p.m. in the Festival Concert 
Hall. Saturday, enjoy Piano 
Galore at 1:30 p.m., Chamber 
music Concert is at 3:30 p.m., 
and Orchestra Concert is at 
7:30 p.m.

Tickets are available on-
line or by calling the office at 
(979) 249-3129. Tickets may 
be purchased at the door. For 
more information on these 
events, or for a look at the 
summer shows, visit festival-
hill.org.

Church News
St. Martin’s Catholic 

Church in Warrenton holds 
a monthly service at 8 a.m. 
for the intentions left on the 
altar. The next monthly mass 
is Tuesday, July 11 at 8 a.m. 
View the bulletin online at 
stjohnfayetteville.com for 

more information.
Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church holds services with 
Pastor John David Nedbalek 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
school is the first Sunday at 
8:30 a.m. Ruth Circle is the 
first Thursday of each month 
at 9:30 a.m. Sewing Circle is 
the second Tuesday of each 
month at 9 a.m. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
in Shelby holds worship ser-
vice at 8 a.m., followed by 
fellowship, coffee and Sun-
day school at 9:45 a.m. Game 
Day is held the first and third 
Wednesday of each month 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Bring a 
snack, board game, dominoes, 
etc. Quilting meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at 9 
a.m. Noisy offering is the third 
Sunday of each month. 

St. Cecilia’s Round Top 
Episcopal Church holds ser-
vices with Father Bill Miller 
Sundays at 8:45 and 10:45 
a.m. in the historic Haw Creek 
Chapel in Henkel Square. The 
Saint Cecilia’s Sisterhood 
Study Group meets from 10 to 
11:15 a.m. For more informa-
tion please visit the website at 
www.StCecilias.org

Round Top Christian Fel-
lowship Church holds service 
at 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion, please visit its website at 
www.roundtopchurch.org.

The City of Refuge Church 
on 237 in Round Top holds bi-
ble study on Sunday at 10 a.m. 
followed by church service at 
11 a.m. For more information 
visit its Facebook page at face-
book.com/cityofrefugeHC.

Birthdays
Happy birthday wishes go 

out Kevin Weyand and Lad 
Goebel (turning five!) on June 
30, Megan Krause on July 2, 
and Shirley Neumann on July 
5.

Have news? 
Send any news or notices 

you wish to have announced 
two weeks in advance to 
Kyla@roundtoprealestate.com.

Sheriff Keith Korenek Reports on May Activity
Fayette County Sheriff 

Keith Korenek reports on the 
following activities of Fay-
ette County Sheriff Deputies 
for the month of May. Detec-
tive Marc Bennett is currently 
working 10 different cases 
along with CPS involving ne-
glect and abuse of a child. 

Sgt. Ron Naumann took a 
report of three stray horses in 
the West Point area. The own-
er of the horses was quickly 
located and the horses were 
returned. Naumann also took a 
report of a theft involving fuel 
from a local gas station. The 
case remains under investiga-
tion at this time.

Sgt. Ryan Meagher was 
dispatched to a domestic dis-
turbance at a residence in the 
Plum area. After further inves-
tigation, a male subject was 
arrested for Interference with 
Public Duties. Meagher and 
Deputy Holly Smith respond-
ed to a call of a suspicious 
vehicle. Deputies responded 
and located the vehicle. Af-
ter further investigation, two 
subjects were found to be in 
possession of a large amount 
of stolen mail. Both subjects 
were arrested on felony mail 
theft charges.

Deputy Herman Olvera 
responded to Interstate 10 in 
reference to shots being fired 
from a vehicle. Olvera lo-

By KEITH KORENEK
Fayette County Sheriff

Sheriff’s
Report

cated the suspects vehicle and 
through further investigation, 
the driver admitted to firing 
the shots. The driver who was 
also a convicted felon was not 
supposed to be in possession 
of a firearm. The driver was 
arrested on several charges 
including felon in possession 
of firearm, deadly conduct, 
endangering a child and pos-
session of marijuana. 

Deputy Austin Moore 
stopped a vehicle in the La 
Grange area. After further 
investigation, the driver was 
arrested for possession of 
methamphetamine. Once at 
the jail, it was discovered the 
driver was found to be in pos-
session of more narcotics and 
he received additional felony 
charges. Moore made contact 
with a pedestrian walking 
along the roadway, the male 
subject was found to have an 
active felony warrant out of 

Fayette County. He was ar-
rested and transported to the 
jail without incident.

Deputy James Ulbig re-
sponded to a disturbance in-
volving a male being hit by a 
vehicle. After further investi-
gation, a female subject was 
arrested for aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon. 

Deputy Duane Meagher 
responded to an address near 
Waelder in reference to an 
unattended death. There was 
no foul play suspected and the 
death is believed to be a result 
of natural causes. 

Deputy Joe Gonzales re-
sponded to a call of a male 
subject being attacked by a 
swarm of bees. Gonzales ad-
ministered his fire extinguish-
er in attempt to stop the bees 
from attacking the man. The 
male was flown via helicopter 
to a hospital and was able to 
make a full recovery. Gonza-
les also responded to a hospice 
inquest in the Ledbetter area. 

Deputy Holly Smith re-
sponded to an assault that oc-
curred at a bar near La Grange. 
An investigation was conduct-
ed and charges are pending at 
this time. Smith also took a 
report of an assault that previ-
ously occurred. Information 
was gathered and a report was 
completed. 

Deputy Jared Michalec 

was dispatched to a residence 
near Flatonia, in reference to 
a disturbance. After further in-
vestigation, it was determined 
one subject pulled a knife and 
tried to stab his father. The 
male was arrested and trans-
ported to jail without incident.

Deputy Seth Nagel at-
tempted to stop a vehicle on 
US 290 at Round Top Rd. 
The vehicle failed to yield 
and a pursuit ensued. The ve-
hicle came to a stop inside of 
the Giddings city limits. The 
driver and sole occupant was 
arrested and charged with 
evading arrest/detention with 
a vehicle. 

Deputy Wesly Arrison 
took a report of a theft of a util-
ity trailer. The stolen property 
was recovered in Caldwell 
County. Arrison also assisted 
in an investigation at a local 
school in which a student was 
charged with invasive video 
recording.

Jail Administrator Ed 
Sawyer reports that Fayette 
County Correction Officers 
booked in 66 individuals for 
the month of May. Sawyer 
reports that the jail staff trans-
ported 8 individuals to Texas 
Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Facilities throughout the 
State to begin serving their 
sentences for crimes commit-
ted in Fayette County. 

Round Top Hermann Sons Life Lodge 151 President, Linda Mat-

tocks, presenting a check to 2023 scholarship recipient, McKin-

ley Jasinski.

www.roundtoprifle.com
www.froundtop.org
www.hill.org
www.stjohnfayetteville.com
www.stcecilias.org
www.roundtopchurch.org
www.book.com/cityofrefugehc
www.festivalhill.org
www.festivalhill.org
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Fixpatrick’s Garage, LLC is a family owned and operated business. We are 

proud to be an automotive repair garage you can trust, count on, and that 

offers a variety of services! Our technician Ryan is a GM & ASE Certified 

Master Technician, with a college degree in automotive technology and has 

over 20 years of hands on experience. 

FF��patrriicckk’’ss GarraaggeeF�patrick’sGarage
Schulenburg, Texas

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8 AM - 6 PM

Closed Saturday & Sunday

Email: fixpatricks.garage@gmail.com

https://fixpatricksgarage.wixsite.com/fixit

Our goal is to connect with our customers by incorporating the latest 
technology and the highest service quality that we can. 

1800 N. US State HWY 77 

Schulenburg, TX  78956

- Complete Computer Diagnostics

- Complete Safety Analysis

- Drivability Problems

- Tune - ups

- Oil Changes

- A/C Repair

- Brake repair specialist

- Mufflers and exhaust systems

- Steering and Suspensions

- Electrical Diagnostics

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE

- Specializing in GM makes

- Module Programming

- BG Complete Fuel Injection Service

- Service on Air-Bag Systems

- BG Tansmission Fluid Flush

979-966-9125
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his 80th birthday, explained 
why his superiors picked him 
for the job.

“I was six feet, two inches 
tall, and I weighed about 240 
at the time,” Hart said. “I was 
the biggest one in the ser-
geant’s area. La Grange was 
under the Brenham sergeant. 
I was probably the dumb-
est one because the sergeant 
picked me. I was probably the 
most expendable.”

On a more serious note, 
Hart said his selection might 
have been due to his combat 
experience in Vietnam.

“I think (the sergeant) 
thought I may be more up to it 
than the ones who hadn’t been 
in combat,” Hart said.

Hart was also an experi-
enced boxer. Later, during the 
1980s, he trained DPS troop-
ers in boxing techniques. 

Hart estimated that 
Flournoy stood about six feet 
seven inches and weighed 
close to 300 lbs. at that time.

“When I walked into his 
office, he gave me the most 
baleful stare,” Hart said. “It 
more or less chilled my you-
know-what.”

The Sheriff had an office 
inside the Fayette County 
Courthouse in those days.

“I was sitting in his of-
fice and he came over and put 
his hand on my shoulder and 
said, ‘Young man, I know ex-
actly why you’re here. Don’t 
you worry. I’m not going to 
do anything,’” Hart recalled 
“I said, ‘Well, I’m not particu-
larly worried about you, Sher-
iff. But they sent me here to 
make sure nothing happens.’”

About that time, Hart 
said, Marvin Zindler and his 
camera crew pulled up to the 
courthouse. 

“Sheriff Flournoy walked 
over to the window and ut-
tered something that I didn’t 

quite understand,” Hart said. 
“I think it had something to do 
with an S.O.B. or something 
like that. Sheriff Flournoy had 
a deep, gruff voice. He called 
me over to the window and 
showed me Zindler directing 
his camera crew to get the 
shots they wanted.”

Hart said his superi-
ors ordered him to stay at 
Flournoy’s side the whole 
time Zindler was in town.

“I had to follow him to 
lunch and back and made sure 
nothing happened,” Hart said. 
“I followed him to the court-
house. He kind of warmed up 
to me eventually. He thought 
it was kind of funny that I was 
tailing him so closely.”

Hart described the assign-
ment as the biggest test of his 
career at that point.

“Nothing happened, and 
I’m very much thankful for 
that,” Hart said. “When Zindler 
left town, I was free to go.”

It wasn’t the only time 
Hart crossed paths with The 
Chicken Ranch. One day, 
while working traffic radar 
on US 290 east of Brenham, 
he pulled over a woman for 
speeding. 

“Back then, they had a 
place on the traffic citation for 
the driver’s occupation,” Hart 
said. “So I asked her, ‘What 
is your occupation?’ She said, 
‘I’m a prostitute at The Chick-
en Ranch in La Grange.’ My 
sergeant was riding with me. 
I said, ‘Sarge, how do I put 
this down? She says she’s 
a prostitute at The Chicken 
Ranch.’ He said, ‘Just write 
housewife.’ I thought all the 
housewives would be tickled 
with that.’”

After his career in the 
DPS, Hart went on to serve as 
executive director of the Tex-
as State Troopers Association. 
He is now retired and lives 
near Luling.

Continued from front

Hart Assigned to Keep Flournoy From 
Another Confrontation With Zindler

Holthe, had a colleague sug-
gest that his students apply to 
Festival Hill in Round Top, 
and she ended up being se-
lected from the large pool of 
Festival Hill hopefuls.

“It’s gone beyond what I 
expected,” said Isaksen. “The 
level of musicianship is really 
high here, the teachers are re-
ally good and the place is so 
beautiful.”

Her instrument, which is 
on loan from Dextra Musica 
while she works through her 
undergraduate studies, was 
made by a New York native, 
Paul Crowley, in 2015. So, 
she’s excited to have finally 
“brought it home” and per-
form on it at a renowned mu-
sic festival.

Isaksen even had the op-
portunity to be concertmaster, 
or the lead violinist, during the 
second week of concerts at 
Festival Hill.

In the future, the young 
musician looks forward to 
traveling around the United 
States, and hopes to continue 
inspiring children for the rest 
of her career.

By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

Thieves got away with 
nearly $90,000 worth of 
equipment from the new LG-
RV Resort in La Grange last 
week.

La Grange Police Chief 
David Gilbreath said the re-
sort owner reported the miss-
ing equipment to La Grange 
Police around 11 a.m. last 

Thursday, June 22. The own-
er told police someone stole 
a 2019 Bobcat skid steer and 
a black 2018 Big Tex dump 
trailer from the site, located at 
2395 W. SH 71 Business.

Officer Mitchell Max-
well responded to investi-
gate. The owner reported 
the value of the skid steer at 
$67,003.08 and the trailer at 
about $22,000. The owner 

contacted the Bobcat dealer-
ship where he bought the skid 
steer. The dealership was able 
to track the skid steer using 
a global positioning system 
(GPS). The skid steer’s GPS 
last “ping” was at 1:27 a.m. 
that day at a location on the 
side of Sam Houston Park-
way in North Houston. The 
dealership did not record any 
subsequent pings, Gilbreath 

said.
Gilbreath said the GPS 

device only reports its loca-
tion when the machine is 
running. He speculated that 
the thieves found a way to 
remove the GPS device once 
they were in Houston.

Maxwell obtained video 
surveillance from a business 
near LG-RV which showed a 
black Ford F-350 and a white 

Ford F-250 entering the resort 
around 11 p.m. on Wednes-
day, June 21. The two pickups 
travel out of view of the cam-
era. Then around 11:21 p.m., 
the video shows the black 
F-350 pulling the trailer with 
the Bobcat loaded inside. The 
pickup leaves the parking lot 
and turns east on SH 71 Busi-
ness with the white F-250 fol-
lowing behind about a minute 

later. Gilbreath said Maxwell 
was unable to read the license 
plates of the vehicles due to 
the image quality of the vid-
eo. Maxwell entered informa-
tion about the stolen equip-
ment into the National Crime 
Information Center database. 

If anyone has information 
about this crime, please con-
tact La Grange Police at (979) 
968-5806.

to concerns about methane 
gas, Zapalac said.

“There are companies who 
will mulch brush on your prop-
erty, and I wish more people 
would use that service if they 
could,” said Pct. 3 Commis-
sioner Harvey Berckenhoff. 
“Then it goes back into their 
property and fertilizes the soil. 
I guess that gets expensive.”

Plum resident William 
Bernsen asked whether the 
County could increase the fee 
for dumping at the site.

“We have,” Zapalac said. 
“We increased the fee from 
$35 to $150, and still people 
come in,” Zapalac said. 

Pct. 4 Commissioner Drew 
Brossmann said rural develop-

ment and the splitting of large 
properties into smaller tracts 
will likely make the problem 
worse in the future. He said 
people with small tracts will be 
less likely to burn brush near 
their homes. 

“For people who have 
been here for a long time, they 
know how important it is to 
keep the taxes down,” Bross-
mann said. “So when trees fall 
down on their road, they tell us 
to go throw it in their pasture 
on a pile. If I’m all the way out 
in Dubina, and I don’t have 
anybody in that area who al-
lows me to dump there, then I 
have to go all the way to Schu-
lenburg or all the way to La 
Grange. Look at all those man-
hours and fuel and all that. I 

even tell them that if you allow 
us to pile it up, my crew will 
come by on a good day and 
burn it for you. It saves us a ton 
of money, not only on the man-
hours, but also the grinding.”

“It would be nice if we 
could have one of the local 
gravel pits, somewhere that 
was close, so that we could 
push (brush) in there and have 
one of the local fire depart-
ments come and burn what 
we have there,” Berckenhoff 
said. “We would have to find 
a place to do that, a nice deep 
hole.”

Zapalac anticipates the 
grinding cost to rise even high-
er next year. He said he plans 
to allot $100,000 for the pro-
ject in next year’s budget.

Gonzales Inquirer
A pre-trial hearing was set 

last week in Gonzales for the 
ongoing embezzlement case 
involving   two former direc-
tors of the Gonzales County 
EMS directors James Edward 
Russell and Carla Jean Rus-
sell. They are being charged 
with theft of a public servant 
of more than $30,000 after 
being accused of using EMS 
funds for personal use.  
Burleson County Tribune

Caldwell Police Officer 
Coleman Decker was shot 
June 17 while responding to 
a report of several burglaries. 
After a pursuit and a physical 
struggle, Decker was shot, re-
turned fire and killed one per-
son, who has been identified 
as 15-year-old Isaiah Martin. 
Decker has since been re-
leased from the hospital.

A 12-year-old boy, 
Ke’Shun Anthony Johnson 
died on June 12 as the result of 
a ATV accident in rural Burle-
son County. 
Bellville Times

A former Bellville High 
School sports standout, Colton 
Kaase, 19, died June 5 in Fort 
Collins, Colorado, where he 
was a student track athlete at 
Colorado State University. He 
died of a sudden pulmonary 
embolism. 
Yoakum Herald-Times

Joy Kroger, 74 of Bellville, 
died from injuries suffered on 

a two-vehicle accident June 8 
in Yoakum after her vehicle 
was hit by a dump truck. 
Giddings Times and News

Plans for a proposed 
chicken plant that could have 
processed as many as 200,000 
birds a day in Giddings’ Busi-
ness Park has been scraped 
because the city’s wastewater 
capacity could not handle the 
additional strain on its system 
that the plant would cause. 
 Weimar Mercury

Weimar city manager 
Mike Barrow and police chief 
Todd Jacobs have both re-
signed. At the June city coun-
cil meeting several citizens 
voiced concerns about the 
leadership of both individuals.  
Barrow had been city manager 
for nearly eight years. Jacobs 
had been police chief roughly 
that same amount of time.
Colorado County Citizen

Eagle Lake Police Chief 
Kris Abbott was terminated by 
the city manager June 14 after 
numerous policy violations 
were uncovered. 

Upheaval in Weimar and 
Eagle Lake Governments 

$90,000 in Equipment Stolen from New La Grange RV Park 

Continued from front

Norway Violinist, 
Now in Round 
Top, Inspired 
Others to Take 
Up Instrument 
After Television 
Appearance 

The La Grange Rotary Club is providing a full scholarship for a youth at Camp Shakespeare this 
summer, one of the many ways it supports young people. Pictured are Club treasurer Larry Jack-
son presenting a $1,700 check to Julia Barecky, one of the campers; Robin Grace Soto, camp 
director; JoAnn Ayres and Dr. James Ayres, founder of Shakespeare at Winedale; and camper Rex 
Lehmann. This year’s productions are The Winter’s Tale and Romeo and Juliet. The latter will be 
at the La Grange ISD Performing Arts Center on July 15 and the Winedale Theater Barn July 16.

Continued from front

Mulch Service Becoming a Problem

Rotary Provides Camp Shakespeare Scholarship

https://fixpatricksgarage.wixsite.com/fixit
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officemanager@bergersauto.com

aplus@bergersauto.com

Where a handshake still 
means something
Alpha One Ford is dedicated to giving  
Fayette County and Central Texas the best  
pricing, experience, and service.  
Come by Alpha One Ford to find your next 
vehicle purchase or service on 
your vehicle.

  
Visit us at  
www.alphaoneford.com

or call today!

© The Fayette County Record

Alpha One Ford La Grange, TX
1605 W Travis Street, La Grange, TX 78945
Sales 979-212-8521 | Service 979-212-2250
www.alphaoneford.com

experience possible, with ASE-certified technicians 
on staff to service your vehicle.
Our well-equipped establishment offers a complete 

motorhomes. We also offer a complete fleet 
maintenance program.

and business 71. Stop by or give us a call – we are 
happy to serve you with all your vehicle needs.

We are open Monday through Friday 
7:30 am to 5:30 pm.
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Erica Otto of Schulenburg 
was named to the Southwest-
ern University Spring 2023 
Dean’s List, Southern Colle-
giate Athletic Conference Stu-
dent-Athlete Academic Hon-
or Roll, Southern Collegiate 
Athletic Conference Honor-
able Mention Outfielder and 
College Sports Communica-
tors Academic All-District.  
She was inducted into Alpha 
Chi National College Honor 
Society and received the Tri 
Delta Theta Epsilon New 
Member Academic Award.  

Otto is a sophomore dual 

student-athlete majoring in ki-
nesiology / pre-med.

To be eligible for the 
Southwestern Dean’s Honor 
Roll, a full-time undergradu-
ate student must complete 
a semester schedule of at 
least 12 academic hours and 
achieve a grade point average 
of at least 3.60.  

To qualify for the SCAC 
Academic Honor Roll, a stu-
dent-athlete must maintain a 
minimum grade point average 
of 3.25 for the term and be a 
regular member of a varsity 
athletic team in a sport spon-

sored by the conference  
The Tri Delta Theta Epsi-

lon New Member Academic 
Award is awarded to the mem-
ber with the highest GPA.

Otto is a 2021 Salutatorian 
graduate of Schulenburg High 
School.  

She is the daughter of 
Keith and Stacy Otto of Schu-
lenburg, and granddaughter 
of Harvey and Gloria Oeding 
of La Grange, the late Nolan 
L. Bruns Jr. of Schulenburg, 
Barbara Otto of Shiner, and 
the late Kenneth R. Otto of 
Shiner. 

Erica Otto in her volleyball uniform, left, and softball uniform, right, as a two-sport college athlete 

at Southwestern University.  

Erica Otto Piling Up the Accolades as Two-
Sport Athlete at Southwestern University 

Former La Grange High 
School standout pitcher Trey 
Supak is pitching very well 
for the Oakland A’s Double-
A minor league affiliate, the 
Midland Rockhounds.

Supak has a 4-0 record 
with a 4.58 ERA in 21 games 
with Midland this season, all 
as a reliever. He has thrown 
37.1 innings with 36 strike-
outs and just 13 walks. 

Supak, now 27, was a key 

player on the 2013 state title 
La Grange baseball team. 
He was drafted out of high 
school by the Pittsburg Pi-
rates in the second round in 
the 2014 draft. He was traded 
to Milwaukee and briefly 
spent time with the Brewers 
major league team in 2020 
but did not get in a game in 
the majors. He’s been with 
the Athletics organization 
since 2021. 

La Grange assistant baseball coach Aaron Compton has ac-
cepted the head baseball coaching job at New Waverly. “I really 
enjoyed my time in La Grange but am super excited to start my 
head baseball career.”

Supak Excelling in Double-A

Trey Supak

Wick to Pitch for UT-Tyler  
Wyatt Wick, a 2021 La 

Grange High School gradu-

ate has accepted a schol-

arship off er to pitch for 
University of Texas-Tyler, 

a NCAA Division II school. 

Wick was a standout hurler 

for the Leps before pitch-

ing the last two seasons at 

Galveston College, where he 

pitched a combined 103 in-

nings, striking out 80 for the 

Whitecaps. He was selected 

to play in the Texas/New 

Mexico National Junior Col-

lege Athletic All-Star Game 

after his freshman year. This 

summer he is pitching in 

Bryan for the Brazos Valley 

Bombers in the Texas Sum-

mer Collegiate League. 

Compton to Coach at New Waverly 

Wyatt Wick 

La Grange Girls Basketball and Volleyball Camp 
The La Grange middle school gym was a busy place earlier this month as Lady Leps basketball and volleyball camps were held. 

Here are some images from the action.             Photos by MaKenzie Givan

www.alphaoneford.com
www.alphaoneford.com
www.fayettecountyrecord.com
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By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

Fayette County Commis-
sioners voted last Thursday to 
absorb the cost of health in-
surance increases for County 
employees. 

Commissioners learned 
two weeks ago that health 
insurance premiums for em-
ployees would rise by 8.7 per-
cent next year. If all County 

employees stay with the same 
insurance plan, the cost will 
amount to about $100,000, 
according to the Fayette 
County Auditor’s Office.

“We played with the 
numbers and added a small 
increase to the premiums to 
where the employees share 
that increase, and it only saved 
the County about $20,000 
without substantially raising 

their premiums,” said Paula 
Vogel of the Fayette County 
Auditor’s Office. “That’s 
also something to think about 
when we talk about raises.”

This month Commission-
ers began planning for next 
year’s budget. They have 
not yet made any decisions 
involving raises for County 
employees.

“I hope department heads 

will sit down with employees 
and explain this to them,” 
said Pct. 3 Commissioner 
Harvey Berckenhoff. “Eve-
rybody comes to us when it 
comes to raise time. There’s 
a lot of factors that go into 
it than just saying, ‘Here’s a 
five or ten percent raise.’ In-
surance is part of that.”

The County absorbed the 
full cost of health insurance 

increases last year as well, 
Vogel said. 

“I agree with Commis-
sioner Berckenhoff,” said 
County Judge Dan Mueller. 
“The employees should be 
made aware that, in essence, 
this is kind of like a raise.”

“There’s no way the 
County can compete with 
the pay that other people are 
paying their employees,” said 

Pct. 4 Commissioner Drew 
Brossmann. “This is one way 
we try to supplement what 
we offer. Your retirement and 
your insurance are a big part 
of it. 

“You don’t think that 
much about it when you’re 
young and healthy. But when 
you get to a certain age, you 
look back and say, ‘This is a 
really, really good deal.’”

Texas Monthly magazine 
has come out with its regular 
end-of-session list of best and 
worst state politicians, and 
Fayette County’s state senator 
Lois Kolkhorst was included 
in the list of Worst Legislators 
of 2023. 

Here’s what the magazine 
said about her: 

Sen. Lois Kolkhorst

R-Brenham

Ambitious Republican 
senators have to work hard 
to get out of Dan Patrick’s 
shadow. Kolkhorst skillfully 
built up her profile this year by 
crusading against three of the 
session’s biggest scapegoats: 
foreign nationals, vaccines, 
and renewable energy. She is 
likely “your next lieutenant 
governor,” one lobbyist said, 

“the most craven person in the 
building but also probably the 
smartest.”

Kolkhorst’s most high-
profile bill this session would 
have prohibited folks from 
certain countries—China, 
Iran, North Korea, and Rus-
sia—from purchasing real es-
tate in Texas. The bill would 
have punished innocent peo-
ple: dual citizens and legal 
residents who have no con-
nection to the totalitarian gov-
ernments in the countries of 
their birth. 

A Capitol insider said that 
“she didn’t know what [her 
bill] did.” Midsession, in what 
seemed like nothing more 
than a publicity stunt, Kolk-
horst invited a group mostly 
made up of Uyghur Muslims, 
a persecuted minority group 

in China, to her committee 
to give testimony on Chinese 
tyranny. The irony was that 
Kolkhorst’s bill, as originally 
written, would have banned 
Uyghur refugees from buying 
a home in Arlington.

As chair of the Senate 
Health and Human Services 
Committee, she tried to weak-
en vaccine mandates, using 
her committee to air scare-
mongering testimony about 
the dangers of getting immu-
nized. And she offered some 
of the session’s most punitive 
bills against renewable power 
providers, subjecting them 
to fines and regulation other 
power producers don’t face, 
warning that Texas didn’t 
know “the environmental im-
pacts, long-term,” of wind and 
solar generation.

County to Pay Full Cost of Health Insurance Increases for Employees – Again  

Texas Monthly Includes Our Local 
Senator on Worst Legislator List

By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

La Grange Police are 
looking for a suspect who 
broke into the Angel Tobacco 
World store in La Grange 
last Wednesday, June 21, and 
made away with hundreds of 
dollars in merchandise.

According to La Grange 
Police Chief David Gilbreath, 
a City worker called police just 
before 8 a.m. to report a bro-
ken window at Angel World 
Tobacco, located at 811 E. 
Travis St. Officer Jeff Archerd 
responded and found the front 
door glass window broken. 
Archerd entered the store and 
found a hammer laying on a 
table. Archerd also discovered 
that the door to a display case 
was open with some boxes for 
disposable vape devices scat-

tered on the ground.
Archerd contacted the 

owner of the business and no-
tified him that the store had 
been burglarized. The owner 
arrived and determined that 
several items of merchan-
dise were missing, including 
a glass pipe valued at $189, 
another glass pipe valued at 
$59.99, 10 vape devices val-
ued at $35.99 each and 12 
Swisher Sweet cigarillos val-
ued at $0.99 each. 

The owner produced sur-
veillance video which showed 
the break-in occurring at 12:35 
a.m. that morning. The video 
showed a subject wearing a 
black hoodie, black pants, 
black shoes, white gloves and 
black framed glasses. The 
suspect pulled out a hammer 
and struck the front door three 

times, breaking out the glass. 
Video from inside the store 
showed the suspect taking 
the merchandise. The suspect 
exited the store heading north 
around 12:37 a.m. 

Gilbreath said police have 
not been able to identify the 
suspect so far. If anyone has 
information about this crime, 
please contact La Grange Po-
lice at (979) 968-5806.

LG Police Looking for Suspect
In Tobacco World Break-In

www.thrivelandscapedesign.com
www.parobekplumbing.com
www.serenityranchkennels.com
www.cbkaiserlaw.com
www.plumpiano.com
www.legacycustommeats.com
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The Best in Custom

        Window Treatments!

• BLINDS
• SHADES
• SHUTTERS
• DRAPES
• & MORE!

FREE IN-HOME

CONSULTATION!

979.542.0700

Camp Lone Star will have 
their annual picnic on Sunday 
July 30. 

The day will include the 
new dining hall dedication at 
9:45 a.m., music starting at 
10:30 a.m., an outdoor wor-
ship service at 11 a.m. led by 
Rev. John Karlee (Lead Mis-
sionary and Campus Pastor at 
University Lutheran Chapel in 
College Station.) 

A barbecue meal will be 
held at noon, and the benefit 
auction will be from 1-3 p.m. 
The swimming pool will also 
be open from 1-2:30 p.m. for 
those wanting to enjoy the 
cool water. 

Each year, Camp Lone Star 
serves over 11,000 individuals 
through their retreats, outdoor 
education and, of course, their 
summer camp ministry. 

This annual event is a 
great opportunity to show sup-
port for Camp Lone Star and 
help it to continue the ministry 
into the future.

Condolences
Sympathy to the family 

and friends of Jim Duke who 
passed away on June 19. His 
funeral was held June 26 in 
Warda.

Holy Cross Services
Services at Holy Cross 

Lutheran are Sunday at 9 a.m. 
Bible class and Sunday school 
follows the morning service.

Sermon links/streaming 
videos and additional infor-

mation is on the website at: 
www.holycrosswarda.com.

Pastor Beck is leading a 
new midweek Bible study 
on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
at Holy Cross in the family 
room. In this study you will 
learn how to read your Bible 
– how to really read it. What 
do we believe about the Bible? 
How can we understand it? 
All are welcome to be a part of 
this conversation.

The Ladies Stamp Pro-
gram at Holy Cross in Warda 
is coming to an end and they 
ask that anyone having stamps 
to turn in would do so by Oct. 
1, so they can get them sent 
in to the Texas District Stamp 
Program. They can be brought 
to the church office, dropped 
off in the designated box in 
the hallway, or mail to Lisa 
Gay, P.O. BOX 141 Warda, 
TX. 78960.

Faith Lutheran High School
Summer office hours for 

June and July are 8:30 a.m. to 

4 p.m. daily.
Registration for the 2023-

2024 school year is underway. 
If you would like to become 
part of the Falcon family, call 
(979) 242-2889 or visit www.
flhstx.org for registration in-
formation. 

Faith Lutheran High 
School Summer Youth Camps 
are almost over. FLHS offered 
a variety of camps for youth 
this summer. Ages are for 
grades NEXT school year.

July 31-Aug. 1: Archery-
Grade 4-8. $20 (one spot re-
maining in p.m.).

Visit www.flhstx.org to 
register. Space is limited.

Prayer Requests
Willie Wagner, Lauren 

Huenefeld, Al Jurk, Carolyn 
Jurk.

Prayers for rain and relief 
from the heat.

Anniversaries
Anniversary Wishes are ex-

tended to the following couples: 
Ryan and Tiffany Noack-July 
1, Zane and Frances Gray-6.

Birthdays
Birthday wishes are ex-

tended to the following cel-
ebrants: Jack Burgess, II-July 
2, Leslie Hobratschk-3, Allene 
Schramm, Gary Becker-4, So-
phie Becker-5, Kinlee Kays-6.

Have News?
If you have news to share 

with readers of the Warda 
news, contact Lisa Gay at War-
danews78960@gmail.com.

Camp Lone Star Annual BBQ And 
Auction Fundraiser Slated July 30

mation is on the website at: 

By LISA GAY
Warda News Correspondent

WARDA

News

Mark Lambert will be doing an encore Gallery Talk about his late wife, Mary Ann Vaca Lambert’s 

work, on Saturday, July 1 - “The Legacy of Mary Ann Vaca-Lambert”. Most of Mary Ann’s art quilts 

were inspired by nature ... some are actually 3-D. Free admission at 2 p.m., talk at 3 p.m.  Come 

early to reserve a seat. 

Free Talk at Quilt Museum Saturday

Pioneer Unit Herb Society 
Recently Met In Brenham

The June meeting of the 
Pioneer Unit of the Herb So-
ciety of America was held 
at the Brenham Presbyterian 
Church. 

Linda Rowlett, a member 
of the Unit, presented a pro-
gram titled “Emily Dickinson: 
The Poet as Gardener and 
Cook.” The Unit members 
enjoyed gingerbread, black 
cake, and chocolate caramels 
made from Emily Dickinson’s 
recipes. Linda showed many 
photographs of pages from 
Dickinson’s herbarium and 
discussed plants that Dickin-
son grew in her garden and in 
the conservatory at her home 
in Amherst, Massachusetts. 

In addition, Linda had pho-
tographs taken at the Dickin-
son home and garden where 
restoration is on-going. The 
Pioneer Unit’s next meeting is 
July 13, at 9:30 a.m. at the Br-
enham Presbyterian Church, 
with the presentation “Bee a 
Friend to Our Pollinators” to 
begin at 10 a.m. Kari Cottrell 
will be the speaker for this 
program, which will be fol-
lowed by a potluck luncheon 
featuring summer vegetables. 
All are invited to attend. Learn 
more about the Pioneer Unit 
and about our upcoming meet-
ings at www.herbsocietypi-
oneer.org or by following the 
Pioneer Unit on Facebook.

www.flhstx.org
www.holycrosswarda.com
www.wardaplumbing.com
www.supaksbuildingsupply.com
www.chblandmgmt.com
www.lgportables.com
www.flhstx.org
www.lonestarrepairofweimar.com
www.ecoservices.co
www.oneer.org
www.ntrlawfirm.com
www.giddingslivestock.com
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WILL BE OPEN

 ON  June 24th
THRU  July 4th

10am-9pm Monday thru Friday
10am-10pm Weekends

Open until Midnight on July 4th

2023 Kids Kamp Held in Fayette County
The Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association held its 2023 Kids Kamp in Fayette County dur-

ing the week of June 20-22. Campers enjoyed topics of Plant Evolution & Adaptation, Terraniums, 
and Butterflies. 

Beckett Samples, Kash Alberthal and Lennox Samples display 

their art work.

Brynlee Berger with butterfl y 
craft.

Campers view butterfl ies through microscopes.

Campers view live butterfl ies with Master Gardener and but-
terfl y expert Nancy Galloway.

Daniel Walker takes home a 

Venus Fly Trap plant.

Isaac Jackson makes a hy-
droponic planter.

2023 Kids Kamp Fayette County graduates pictured front from left: Kash Alberthal, Cory McHar-
gue, Madeline McHargue, Gage Smrkovsky, (back) Beckett Samples, Daniel Walker, Isaac Jack-
son, Brynlee Berger and Lennox Samples. 

Master Gardener Nancy Gal-
loway with monarch butterfl y 
caterpillar.

Schulenburg Class of 1958 Reunites
The Schulenburg High 

School class of 1958 celebrat-
ed its 65th year reunion on 
Saturday, June 24.

Classmates and guests 
gathered at Robert’s Steak-
house in Flatonia with registra-
tion beginning at 2 p.m.  The 
time before dinner was spent 
enjoying refreshments, hors 
d’oeuvres and reminiscing the 
past.  A short business meet-
ing was conducted by Dan 
Schroeder, the class president. 
Carolyn Graeter Tobola and 
LaDell Ohnheiser Freuden-
berg read notes from class-
mates who could not attend 
this reunion.  Dan led in recall-
ing old times and remember-
ing the past. Dan led the prayer 
before the group enjoyed a 
very delicious dinner.

Classmates deceased from 
the class of 1958 are: Helen 
Balcar; Myrna Loy Baum-
garten Fleeger; Doris Berck-
enhoff  Berger; James Bro-
ssmann; Eileen Cox Smith; 
Dorothy Beck Doehring; 
Consilia Christ Ramey; Har-
vey Florianic; Patrick Fritsch; 
Elton Kaase; Elroy Kahanek; 
Edward Knocke, Jr; Mary 
Ann Korenek Schroeder; Eu-
gene Matura, Sr.; Gertrude 
Miksch; Max Paul Money; 
Jimmy Pavlik; Ruby Speck-
els Cubley; Benjamin Ulrich; 

Pictured front from left: Thomas Kainer, LaVerne Friedrich Schneider, Arline Dieringer Ulrich, 

LaDell Ohnheiser Freudenberg, Bonita Boehm Sales, Jeanette Jurica Chudej, and Bert Warnken; 

back row from left: Elmer Meyer, Rosalie Ulrich Fryer, Gene Vogt, Dan Schroeder, Carolyn Graeter 
Tobola and Edwina McFarlin Hutsell.

Harlan Wagner; Alvin Win-
kler, Jr.

It was a very special even-
ing, one not soon to be for-
gotten.  A total of 25 guests 
attended. Thirteen classmates 
and guests were able to join 
in the celebration, as follows:  
Elgia Florianic of Houston, 
LaVerne (Friedrich) Schneider 
and husband Gale of Yoakum, 
LaDell (Ohnheiser) Freuden-
berg and husband Gene of 
Georgetown, Dan Schroeder 
of Wimberly, Rosalie (Ul-
rich) Fryer of Conroe, Bert 
Warnken of  Houston, Arline 
(Dieringer) Ulrich and hus-

band Elmer of Schulenburg, 
Carolyn (Graeter) Tobola and 
husband Melvin of Schulen-
burg, Jeanette (Jurica) Chudej 
of Schulenburg, Thomas 
Kainer and wife Vicky of 
Schulenburg, Elmer Meyer 
and wife Dorothy of Schu-
lenburg, Edwina (McFarlin) 
Hutsell of Mountain Grove, 
Missouri, Gene Vogt and Ei-
leen, Rob, John and Caroline 
Vogt of San Anonio, Bonita 
(Boehm) Sales and husband 
Frank of George West, and,  
Patsy and David Wagner.

Members of the class un-
able to attend were:  Anita 

(Anders) Peters, Nelson An-
tosh, Barbara Bayer,  Char-
lene (Bruns) Meinen, David 
Heinich, Bernice (Herzik) Er-
mis, Delores (Kainer) Fritsch, 
Erwin Kainer, Esther (Zwe-
schper) Kelley, Frank Mer-
rem, Robert Muras, Rennie 
(Rikard) Kahanek, Dorothy 
(Roeder) Ulrich, Allen Seifert, 
Delores (Svetlik) Wick, Mary 
(Vaculik) Barcak, Evelyn 
(Matura)  Meyer, Barbara (Se-
vera) Hamontree and Dorothy 
(Lacina) Kainer.

It was decided by class-
mates to have another reunion 
in two or three years.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    

LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

www.miltonsfurniture.com
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PROFESSIONAL BULL RIDING

FREESTYLE BULL FIGHTING

FURY ON THE 4THFURY ON THE 4TH

A
N

D

$10,000 ADDED MONEY
OPEN TO THE WORLD

TUESDAY, JULY 4TH - 7PM GATES OPEN - 6PM

DON’T MISS THE KIDS MUTTON BUSTIN’
Sponsored by Subway of Giddings

SHARK CAGE

Call 979-542-9277 to reserve a seat in the Shark Cage

BULL POKER

Call 979-542-9277 to reserve a seat at the table. 
$1000 to the WINNER

BULL POKER SPONSORS
Darcek Insurance � 3 Creeks Cattle & Supplements � Dr. Laura Brnhaum

Janda Monument & Cemetary Servces • The Bullpen Bar & Grill

ENTERTAINMENT BY BLUE DENIM BAND

BULL RIDING 
TICKETS

SOLD AT THE GATE ONLY
GATE PRCE - $20

KIDS 7-14 $5
6 & UNDER FREE

RODEO CLOWN - JOHNNY BACKFLIP DUDLEY
LCSP COVERED ARENA GDDINGS, TX

T.A PRESENTS

BULL RIDING 

DANCE

IMMEDIATELY AFTER 

BULL RIDING TILL 

12:30 AM
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From the Office of 
County Judge Dan Mueller

Summer is synonymous 
with barbecues, parades and 
fireworks – and with the 
Fourth of July just around 
the corner, it’s a good time 
to check out some fireworks 
safety tips.

“Fayette County has an 
amazing schedule of events 
for the Fourth. There really is 
something for everyone. We 
just wanted to remind county 
residents and visitors of a few 
things, such as where fire-
works can, and can’t be used, 
and how to keep kids and 
pets safe,” said Angela Hahn, 
Fayette County emergency 
management coordinator and 
grant specialist. “We’d like 
everyone to enjoy fireworks at 
public displays conducted by 
professionals, and not to use 
any fireworks at home.”

Discharging fireworks is 
banned in all of the incorpo-
rated cities of Fayette County 
and county officials urge safe-
ty using them in the unincor-
porated areas of the County. 

“The incorporated cities 
within the county ban the use 
of fireworks. It’s also unlawful 
to shoot fireworks from any 
public roadways. The best bet 
is to watch one of the fireworks 
shows that are going to be held 
around the County. They are 
run by professionals and the 
fire departments are always 
present,” said Precinct 4 Com-
missioner Drew Brossmann, 
who also serves as assistant 
chief of the Schulenburg Vol-
unteer Fire Department.

“That being said, we know 
people are going to want to 
shoot off fireworks, so we ask 
that you use common sense. 
Even those sparklers can be 
dangerous in the hands of chil-
dren,” he said.

Brossmann added some 
tips if fireworks are going to 
be used:

� Never allow young chil-
dren to handle fireworks

� Older children should 
use them only under close 
adult supervision

� Never use fireworks 

while impaired by drugs or 
alcohol

� Anyone using fireworks 
or standing nearby should 
wear protective eyewear

� Never hold lighted fire-
works in your hands

� Never light them indoors
� Only use them away 

from people, houses and flam-
mable material

� Never point or throw 
fireworks at another person

� Only light one device at 
a time and maintain a safe dis-
tance after lighting

� Never ignite devices in a 
container

� Do not try to re-light or 
handle malfunctioning fire-
works

� Soak both spent and un-
used fireworks in water for a 
few hours before discarding

� Keep a bucket of water 
nearby to fully extinguish fire-
works that don’t go off or in 
case of fire

“In the event that you or 
someone you know is burned, 
immediately run cool wa-
ter over the affected area for 
at least 20 minutes or until 
trained medical help arrives. 
Burns are life threatening 
emergencies and should be 
taken very seriously, includ-
ing calling 911 or seeking 
emergency care at the clos-
est appropriate hospital,” said 
Fayette County EMS Director 
Josh Vandever.

“Remember, fireworks 
can be extremely frightening 
for pets and other animals. 
Make sure yours are safe and 
secure. If you’re not going to 
be home, make sure your pets 
are in a safe, escape-proof 
room or crate and keep horses 
and livestock in safely fenced 
areas and as far from the ex-
citement and noise as possi-
ble,” Hahn said.

“We want this to be a 
great Independence Day for 
everyone in the County. We 
live in the best county, in the 
best state, in the best nation. 
Let’s celebrate our freedoms 
and honor the brave that keep 
us free safely,” said County 
Judge Dan Mueller.

By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

La Grange Police Chief 
David Gilbreath warns local 
merchants to watch for fake 

currency that’s been circulat-
ing around town.

Gilbreath said officers 
took several calls from lo-
cal businesses that were paid 

The fake bills pictured above were passed at several local busi-

nesses. These bills look like real money at fi rst glance. But they 
are obviously fake upon closer inspection. They feature the 

words “Motion Picture Use” and “Motion Picture Copy Money” 

printed prominently on the bills.                Photo by Andy Behlen

By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

Deer found my garden this 
week. 

Monday morning, I no-
ticed they decided to snack on 
some sunflowers I planted at 
the edge of the garden about a 
month ago that were just start-
ing to explode with growth. 

Then on Tuesday, they ate 
about six inches off the tops of 
my okra plants and browsed 
on a row of green beans. I 
need to address the situation.

The only sure way to keep 
deer out of a garden is to build 
a tall fence – at least eight feet 
tall. You can also build two 
shorter fences that run paral-
lel with each other, about four 
feet apart. The parallel fences 
can be as short as four feet in 
height. Deer need a running 
start to jump a fence. If they 
jump the first one, they’ll get 
stuck and work their tail off 
trying to get out. Deer will 
quickly learn to avoid the 
area. Some people run chick-
ens or small livestock in the 
area between the two fences 
to keep the grass down.

But building one fence is 
more work than I feel like do-
ing, much less two.

So how else can we keep 
deer away from our gardens? 
I’m going to start with a few 
tricks that have worked for 

Deer ate the tops off  a row of sunfl owers I planted about a 
month ago. 

The deer in Cozy Corner seem to have a taste for okra. Strange-
ly, they didn’t even touch the patch of sweet corn growing just 
a few feet away.

me in the past.
Deer get spooky around 

people. We are a predator in 
their eyes, or rather noses. 
Deer often smell us way be-
fore they ever see us. Deer 
have a very wide field of vi-
sion, but they have poor depth 
perception. That’s why when-
ever you’re downwind from a 
deer and it thinks it sees you, 
it will often bob its head. It’s 
trying to slightly change its 
perspective to detect move-
ment. But if you’re upwind 
from a deer, it will almost cer-
tainly smell you before you 
see it. 

We can use this to our ad-
vantage in the garden. One of 
the strongest human scents 
is our urine. If you’re lucky 
enough to live in the country 
like me, just pee all around 
your garden. It really helps to 
keep the deer away. I noticed 
that the spot where the deer 

are coming into my garden is 
in an area where I don’t nor-
mally walk. I started giving 
that spot some more attention 
this week.

For you city-dwellers, this 
might not be an option. Hot 
peppers and garlic seem to re-
pel deer. You can make a tea 
by adding a half head of garlic 

and three or four tablespoons 
of cayenne pepper to a gal-
lon of water. Crush the garlic 
well and heat the mixture to 
barely a simmer. Then let it 
cool and strain it into a pump-
up sprayer. Spray the mixture 
on the plants after any dew or 
rain has fully dried from the 
leaves. Garlic-pepper tea can 

also prevent many diseases 
and repels some insect pests. 

This week I learned about 
a similar deer repellent that I 
might try. Make the tea just 
as I described above but don’t 
heat it. Then add three eggs 
and three tablespoons of milk 
or yogurt. Puree the mixture 

with a blender. Strain it, put 
it in a jug and let it sit for a 
day to “ripen.” It will be quite 
stinky. Then spray liberally 
on all your plants when the 
leaves are dry. You will prob-
ably want to thoroughly wash 
any produce you pick after 
applying this mixture.

By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

Oh Deer! Bambi’s Wrecking My Garden 

Stay Safe This 4th of July

in fake $20 and $100 bills. 
Those businesses didn’t dis-
cover the fake money until 
they tried depositing it at the 
bank. These bills look like real 
money at first glance. But they 
are obviously fake upon closer 
inspection. They feature the 
words “Motion Picture Use” 
and “Motion Picture Copy 
Money” printed prominently 
on the bills. 

Gilbreath said anyone can 
purchase these fake bills on-
line. They are intended to be 
used as props in the film in-
dustry. Gilbreath said the busi-
nesses that took the fake bills 
have not been able to identify 
who passed them. 

If anyone else comes 
across these fake bills, please 
report it to La Grange Police 
by calling (979) 968-5806.

Fake Bills Circulating Locally Police Chief Says 
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Classified Deadlines:

Tuesday paper - Friday at 10 a.m.

Friday paper - Tuesday at 10 a.m.

Call To Place An Advertisement

Classified Word Rates:

15 words or less $9.75 for the first run,

each additional word is 65¢.

Regular Display rates: 1x2-$24, 1x3-$36, 2x2-$48

PHONES: (979) 968-3155

FAX: (979) 968-6767

EMAIL: classifieds@fayettecountyrecord.com

2010 Highway 71 West

 (979) 966-0556

� La Grange Branch �

Over 35 years of hometown
banking experience.
Contact me today

for your loan needs!

Senior Vice President
NMLS# 615337

SHERRY L. PFLUGER

EMILY KAHANEK SHAW
REALTOR® Associate

979.966.8130

emily@roundtoprealestate.com

HAR #52960111 | TXLS #140584

Priced at $750,000

Property Details

� 3.38 Acres

� 3 Bedroom

� 2 Bathroom

� Built in 2022

� Back Porch

RoundTopRealEstate.com | 979.249.5732

8910 Mueller Road | LA GRANGE

Mere minutes to Round Top and nestled amongst mature 
Live Oak trees, this cozy modern farmhouse will be your 
retreat. This gorgeous home welcomes you into the living 
room kitchen combo with fabulous champagne gold 
light fixtures and Carrara marble countertops that sparkle 
under the cabinet lighting. Around the corner you’ll 
discover the beautifully designed primary bath with its no 
lip, tiled shower and 100+ year old barnwood mirror 
frames. The 2 guest bedrooms have ample space and 
locking closets. The double sink bathroom gives much 
space to guests. Out the back door into nature, the 
screen-in ready back porch is equipped with propane 
hook ups ready for your cookouts.

101 Main Street, Round Top | 103 N Main Street, La Grange
979.249.5732 | www.roundtoprealestate.com

1316 S. WEYAND ROAD | ROUND TOP
14.88 Acres | 2 Bedrooms | 1 Bathroom | 1,284 Sq Ft | $2,299,000

FAYETTEVILLE | 1278 Brushy Rd - 31.95 Acres, 2 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,846 SqFt - $1,750,000

WEST POINT | 353 Spanish Canyon Trl - 14.84 Acres, 3 Bed / 2 Bath / 3,712 SqFt - $1,599,000

LA GRANGE | 1012 KONETZKE LANE - 4.3 ACRES, 3 BED / 3 BATH / 2,105 SqFt - $765,000

BELLVILLE | 540 Hickory Creek Road - 1.15 Acres, 3 Bed / 2.1 Bath / 2,250 SqFt - $745,500

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertising in this news-
paper is subject to the Fair Housing 
Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin, or an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation.” Familial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with parents 
or legal custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free telephone number for the hear-
ing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS
LA GRANGE - 2BD/1.5BA Townhome; 
3BD/2BA/1GA & 2BD/1BA/1GA 
Duplexes. (979) 399-5012.

(66-8c)

PREMIUM OFFICE space for rent 
on the square-La Grange. (512) 773-
5163.

(74-tfc)

2BD/1BA, 2BD/2.5BA APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE for rent, 750 E. Upperline. 
Please call (979) 968-5166 for more 
info.

(63-tfc)

FOR LEASE - Home in La Grange, 
2 bed/1 bath, large backyard. (817) 
312-4657.

(61-tfc)

FOR RENT: 2BR/1BA/Bonus 
RM-Garage Apt. Large deck/pond, 
approx. 5 miles South of La Grange. 1 
year lease required, no pets. $1,300/
mo., $1,300 deposit. Call (979) 249-
4465 or text (979) 702-0220.

(65-wc)

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

Big Creek Construction is currently looking to hire:  

Laborers/Equipment Operators
Positions will be in the La Grange/Giddings area

Must pass a Pre-employment “Fit For Work” Physical 
and Drug/Alcohol Test

If interested apply online at www.bigcreekconstruction.com  
and click on Position #29

EOE Women, Veterans and Minorities are encouraged to apply.

JOB POSTING

The City of La Grange is accepting applications for a
full time Community and Economic Development Manager.

This position provides a creative approach in promoting and developing
economic programs for the City of La Grange to enhance business retention,

expansion and attraction in both commercial and industrial development.

For more details or to apply, please contact the City Manager
of La Grange at 979-968-5805 or visit our website at www.cityoflg.com

for a complete job description. Salary based on experience and qualifications.

Benefits include vacation, sick leave, holiday pay, insurance, and retirement options.
Position open until filled. The City of La Grange is an equal opportunity employer.

KatySweet Confectioners

Apply in Person

4321 W. State Hwy. 71 • La Grange, Texas 78945

Now Hiring Warehouse - Kitchen Worker
Duties will include miscellaneous tasks in our warehouse as well as

running the sanitizing and washing area for candy cooking equipment.

M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm

Full Benefits Pkg. includes Health Ins., Life Ins.,

Retirement Plan and Bonus Plan

WE ARE LOOKING TO HIRE A SOLAR PANEL LABORER
FOR AN EXCITING PROJECT IN FLATONIA, TX.

Please attend our HIRING EVENT on JULY 17TH from 11 A.M. - 2 P.M.

at the FLATONIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CIVIC CENTER
208 EAST NORTH MAIN STREET � FLATONIA, TX 78941

� No experience necessary; we will train
� Be able to lift 50+ lbs.
� Complete a drug screen
� Must be authorized to work in the US
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Schulenburg • Flatonia • Weimar • Hallettsville

EXPERIENCED
QSR MANAGERS

HOURLY
EMPLOYEES

www.smithdq.com/career-2
APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE

QSR MANAGERS
Competitive Pay & Benefits

Package for Managers

EMPLOYEES
Competitive Pay

For Hourly Employees

Great Family-Friendly Work Environment & Flexible Hours!

For questions, call:
(800) 729-2226

Ext. 2300

Customer Service Assistant

 Seeking qualified and multi-task applicant with experience in

general office including but not limited to sales order processing,

invoicing and good customer relation abilities.

� Excellent computer skills, internet skills and phone skills a must.

� Must be self-motivated, have good organizational skills and be
able to work well with numbers.

Requirements: Excel, MS Word in General Office Skills

Weekly Pay � Paid Holidays � Vacation

 Health Insurance � Bonuses & More

Please send resume to: admin@primeproductsinc.net 

or visit us at 601 S. Main St., Schulenburg, TX 78956

979-743-6555

 

 

 

 

 

                                 
                                        

                                      

 

HELP WANTED: Full-time STIHL 
MECHANIC. Must have reliable 
transportation with a good driving 
record. Benefits include, friendly work 
environment, paid holidays, sick days 
& vacation, health insurance and 
401K. Apply in person at M-G Farm 
Service Center, 201 E. Post Office 
St., Weimar, Texas 78962 or send a 
resume to edwinl@m-ginc.com.

(87-wc)

HELP WANTED - Electric Motor 
Service, licensed electricians and 
electrician’s helpers. Must have clean 
driving record with reliable transporta-
tion. Please apply in person at 840 N. 
Jefferson, La Grange.

(22-tfc)

OILFIELD HELP WANTED - FIELD 
SUPERVISOR-experience preferred. 
Salary starts at $46,200-$50,400/
YR DOE. ROUSTABOUT/SHOP 
HAND salary starts at $16/HR DOE. 
MUST PASS DRUG TEST & DRIVER 
CHECK. Contact Jennifer for appli-
cation (979) 242-5349 or jennifer@
mcguireindustries.com.

(93-tfc)

NEED TO HIRE someone part time 
that can operate farm equipment and 
a skid steer. Please call (979) 224-
9003 or (979) 224-9189.

(67-4c)

HELP WANTED at Arlan’s Market: 
Receiving, Manager, Cashiers, Meat 
Market,  Wrapper. Apply Online. 
Contact arlans24mgr@gmail.com or 
come inside and ask for Shelli. 

(63-7c)

POST OAK BAR and Grill is Now 
Hiring Night Cook, $15 per hour. Call 
Hollie at (979) 530-3174.

(69-tfc)

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

FSBO: 1880’s Victorian 4 Bedroom, 
3.5 Bath, 3 Car Garage, 2 Barns, 
1.25 acres. $625K. Beautiful resto-
ration. 1 Bednar Lane, La Grange. 
(409) 457-6667.

(57-tfc)

FOR SALE: 2 acre unrestricted lots 
near Fayette Lake. Water/electric 
nearby. Broker/Owner. (979) 966-
3911.

(69-11c)

REAL ESTATE

www.cityoflg.com
www.toprealestate.com
www.bigcreekconstruction.com
www.roundtoprealestate.com
www.smithdq.com/career-2
www.mcguireindustries.com
www.hartlandrealestate.com
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RT-Carmine ISD
Seeks Gas Bids

LEGAL NOTICE

The Board of Trustees of 
the Round Top-Carmine ISD 
will be accepting bids until 
4:00 pm on July 17, 2023.  
Bids will be considered by the 
Round Top-Carmine Board of 
Trustees at the July 17, 2023, 
Regular Board Meeting on the 
following items:

1. Propane
2. Gasoline, Diesel,
2. motor oil

Bids should be mailed or 
delivered to:

Brandon Schovajsa
Superintendent
Round Top-Carmine ISD
608 N. Washington
Round Top, Texas 78954

Phone:  979-249-3200
Fax:  979-249-4084

(69-2c)

Schulenburg Seeks Engineering
Services Proposal For Civic Center

The City of Schulenburg 
is seeking to enter an archi-
tectural/engineering services 
contract with a state-registered 
professional for the Civic 
Center as noted below.  The 
following outlines this Pro-
posal/Request for Qualifica-
tions.

1. Scope of Work – the 
engineering contract will en-
compass all project-related 
engineering/architectural/sur-
veying services to the City of 
Schulenburg, including but 
not limited to the following:

� Preliminary and final de-
sign plans and specifications 
including ADA compliance;

� Preparation of the bid 
packet;

� Conduct all field inspec-
tions (interim and final); and

� Other special services
Please specify actual tasks 

to be performed under each 
of these categories.  The spe-
cific project to be engineered 
is approximately 7200 sq. ft. 
known as the Civic Center 
located at 1107 Hillje Avenue, 
Schulenburg, Texas, that re-
ceived water damage from 
a pipe burst.  Interested pro-
viders are invited to contact 
Operations Manager, Darryl 
Moeller, (979) 505-8358 for 
more information related to 
the scope of work.

2. Statement of Qualifica-
tions – the City of Schulen-
burg is seeking to contract 
with a competent Engineering 
firm, registered to practice in 
the State of Texas, that has had 
experience in the following 

areas.
� Municipal construction 

experience with renovation is 
preferred; 

� Registered and in good 
standing as a professional en-
gineer per the Texas Engineer-
ing Practice Act

� Projects located in this 
general region of the state

As such, please provide 
within your proposal a list of 
past local government clients, 
as well as resumes of all En-
gineers that will or may be as-
signed to this project if you re-
ceive the Engineering services 
contract award.

Also, please provide a 
copy of your current certifi-
cate of insurance for profes-
sional liability.

3. Proposals received will 
be evaluated on experience, 
work performance, and capac-
ity to perform.

Deadline for submission 
of proposals is Wednesday, 
July 12, 2023 at 4:00p.m.  
Please submit 3 copies of your 
proposal of services and state-
ment of qualifications to:

Tami Walker,
City Administrator

City of Schulenburg
535 North Main Street,

Schulenburg, Texas 78956

For this Proposal/RFQ, 
Respondent’s qualifications 
will be evaluated, and the 
most qualified Respondent 
will be selected, subject to 
negotiation of fair and reason-
able compensation. If a quali-

fied contract cannot be nego-
tiated with the most qualified 
provider negotiations will end, 
and the City of Schulenburg 
will select next most qualified 
and negotiate with that provid-
er. The City of Schulenburg 
reserves the right to cancel the 
Proposal/RFP and not award 
the project.

(65-4wc)

NOTICE

Aqua Water Supply 
Corporation has moved to 
STAGE 2 DROUGHT 

RESPONSE
effective immediately.

Due to high system de-
mand, elevated tank levels 
continue to drop at several 
of Aqua WSC’s critical sites 
making it necessary to enter 
Stage 2 Drought Response to 
ensure the reliability of ser-
vice. By adhering to these re-
strictions, you are doing your 
part to help avoid outages and 
any subsequent Boil Water 
protocols. Thank you for your 
understanding and for being 
a valued member of Aqua 
WSC.

Water Use Restrictions
Under threat of penalty for 

violation, Aqua will apply the 
following water use restric-
tions to all persons:

a. Use of water for irri-
gation of landscape areas is 
limited to designated water-
ing days between the hours 
of midnight and 10:00 a.m. 
and between 8:00 p.m. and 
midnight.  You may only wa-
ter with a hand-held hose, 
hand-held bucket, by drip 
irrigation, or with a perma-
nently automatic sprinkler 
system.  Watering with hose-
end sprinklers is prohibited at 
all times.  Landscape watering 
is restricted to weekdays only.  
Landscape watering is not per-
mitted on Saturdays, Sundays, 
or official Federal holidays.

b. Use of water to wash 
any motor vehicle, motorbike, 
boat, trailer, airplane, or other 
vehicle is prohibited except 
on designated watering days 
between the hours of mid-
night and 10:00 a.m. and be-
tween 8:00 p.m. and midnight.  
When allowed, you must 
wash with a hand-held bucket 
or a hand-held hose equipped 
with a positive shut-off noz-
zle for quick rinses.  You may 
wash a vehicle at any time 
on the immediate premises 
of a commercial car wash or 
commercial service station.  
Further, such washing may be 

exempted from these regula-
tions if the health, safety, and 
welfare of the public are con-
tingent upon frequent cleans-
ing such as garbage trucks and 
vehicles used to transport food 
and perishables.

c. Use of water to fill, re-
fill, or add to any indoor or 
outdoor swimming pool, wad-
ing pool, or jacuzzi-type pool 
is prohibited except on desig-
nated watering days between 
the hours of midnight and 
10:00 a.m. and between 8 p.m. 
and midnight.

d. Operation of any orna-
mental fountain or pond for 
aesthetic or scenic purposes 
is prohibited except where 
necessary to support aquatic 
life or where such fountains 
or ponds are equipped with a 
recirculation system.

e. Use of water from hy-
drants is limited to firefighting 
and related activities or other 
activities necessary to main-
tain public health, safety, and 
welfare except you may be 
allowed the use of water from 
designated fire hydrants for 
construction purposes under 
special permit from Aqua.

f. The watering of golf 
course tees is prohibited un-
less the golf course utilizes a 
water source other than that 
provided by Aqua WSC.

g. All restaurants are pro-
hibited from serving water to 
patrons except when request-
ed.

h. The following uses of 
water are defined as non-es-
sential and are prohibited:

(1) Use of water to wash 
sidewalks, walkways, drive-
ways, parking lots, tennis 
courts, or other hard-surfaced 
areas;

(2) Use of water to wash 
buildings or structures for pur-
poses other than immediate 
fire protection;

(3) use of water for dust 
control;

(4) Use of water to flush 
gutters or permitting water to 
run or accumulate in any gut-
ter or street; and

(5) Failure to repair a 
controllable leak(s) within a 
reasonable period after receiv-
ing notice directing the repair 

of such leak(s).

Aqua WSC Landscape 
Watering Schedule

� Monday and Thursday:  
Even last number of address

� Tuesday and Friday:  
Odd last number of address

Enforcement
No person will knowingly 

or intentionally allow the use 
of water from Aqua’s System 
for residential, commercial, 
industrial, agricultural, gov-
ernmental, or any other pur-
pose in a manner contrary to 
any provision of the Drought 
Contingency Plan.  In addi-
tion, no person will knowingly 
or intentionally allow the use 
of water from Aqua’s System 
in an amount in excess of that 
permitted by the drought re-
sponse stage in effect at the 
time as directed by the Gen-
eral Manager in accordance 
with provisions of the Drought 
Contingency Plan.  Aqua will 
take enforcement actions for 
violations of the drought stage 
restrictions or provisions of 
the Drought Contingency 
Plan.

First violation
Aqua may install a flow re-

strictor in the water line to lim-
it the amount of water which 
is allowed to pass through the 
meter in a 24-hour period.  
Aqua will charge the installa-
tion cost of the flow restrictor 
to the member’s account.  The 
cost is $100 for 5/8”, 3/4”, and 
1” meters.  Aqua will deter-
mine the cost for larger meters 
on a case-by-case basis.

Subsequent violations
Aqua may terminate wa-

ter service at the meter for a 
period of seven (7) days or 
until the end of the calendar 
month, whichever is less and 
will charge a reconnect fee as 
stated in Aqua’s Water Service 
Tariff for restoration of ser-
vice.

Aqua WSC’s complete 
Drought Contingency Plan 
can be found at www.aquaw-
sc.com under the Conserva-
tion Tab.

SERVICES
SERVICES

SERVICES

General Carpentry, 
Framing, Wood Fence, 
Porches, Trim, Siding, 
Leveling, Hardwood 
Flooring, Tile, Vinyl, 
Painting, Sheetrock 

and Concrete
“Free Estimates”

HOME 

RESTORATION

    Daniel      and        Juan
979-702-8200    214-364-4743

� LAND CLEARING

� FORESTRY MULCHING

� SHREDDING

� STUMP GRINDING

� DRIVEWAY REPAIR

� DEMOLITION & REMOVAL

� TRENCHING

979.338.9241
CHAD CHILDS              CLAYTON CHILDS

P.O. Box 811, La Grange, TX 78945   Email: jfilla@cvctx.com

VEGA  LANDSCAPE
 
 � Fireplaces

 � Patios & Walkways

 � Chimney sweep

 � Concrete services

 � Tree work

 � Landscape lights

      INSURED

Call  (979) 595-7083
HOME REMODELING and Repairs: 
All types - carpentry, wooden decks, 
painting, roofing, plumbing, electric, 
sheetrock, flooring, siding, windows, 
doors, ceiling fans, lights, and gut-
ters. Thomas Faldyn (979) 702-1486.

(53-wc)

JACOB’S HOUSE Leveling/
Remodeling/Roofing & lots more. 
Insured for your protection. Add-ons, 
senior citizen discount. Cell (979) 
248-8156; office (979) 201-2414.

(67-11p)

AGUILAR PAINT Services - Interior 
and exterior painting. All types of 
fences. Pressure washing. Free 
Estimates. (979) 525-6461.

(59-37p)

NICOLAS LANDSCAPING & 
Maintenance. I’ll take care of all 
your landscaping and maintenance 
needs. (979) 702-0276.

(12-1c)(16-1c)

SERENITY A&J LLC Landscaping & 
General Welding - Mow, lawn main-
tenance, flower bed clean up, mulch, 
tree trimming & removal. General 
cleaning services. Call (979) 451-
916, (979) 203-7382 or (979) 551-
1976 - Julio Mendoza.

(28-24c)

FIXIN’ THINGS: Carpentry, painting, 
repairs, maintenance. Experienced, 
reliable, reasonable. (979) 247-4200.

(73-tfc)(35-tfc)

ANTIQUE FURNITURE Restoration. 
Saving family heirlooms since 1979. 
Restore, Don’t Replace. Free esti-
mates. (361) 865-9326.

(98-tfc)(17-tfc)

COMPUTER SERVICE - Round Top 
-  Anti-virus & Smart TVs - Call John, 
(832) 660-3856 -www.roundtopcom-
puter.com 

(68-tfc)(38-tfc)

HOLLIE’S HOMEMAKING, let us 
help your home or business sparkle! 
Including new construction & move 
out clean, carpet cleaning, windows, 
errand running, you name it. Licensed 
& Bonded - Voted Best of the Best in 
Fayette County. - Call (979) 530-3174.

(69-tfc)

LIVESTOCK/HAY

AIR COMPRESSORS in stock - 
Ingersol-Rand. Also, Victor torches 
& Miller welders & supplies. See 
@ Electric Motor Service. 840 N. 
Jefferson, La Grange.

(97-tfc)

RIDING LAWN MOWER - Craftsman, 
runs great, cuts good. In really good 
shape. Plus extra parts. Call (512) 
798-1814 to see.

(65-7c)

WELDER - SMALL, portable, 110vac. 
Brand new, never been used. Call 
(512) 798-1814 to come and see.

(65-7c)

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT for sale. 
Call (512) 798-1814.

(65-7c)

ADVENTURER FOLDING BIKES: 2 
bikes, great for camping as it does not 
take up much room when transport-
ing. It adjusts by raising the seat and 
handlebars. To get more details, call 
(979) 966-3685.

(69-1p)(71-1p)

FOR SALE - Husqvarna Z254F Zero 
Turn Mower with spare blades and 
filters, cash only - $3800. Call (512) 
798-1814 to come and see. Heavy 
duty cutting deck. 

(69-5c)

PORTABLE WELDER - Forney Easy 
Weld, 100 ST Stick/Tig Arc Welder. 
Accessorie: Welding Helmet, slag 
tarp, rods HD extension cord. New, 
never used. $325, cash only. Call 
(512) 798-1814 to come and see. 

(69-5c)

EVERETTE PIANO - Have a Everette 
Piano to donate to a church. (979) 
540-6153.

(69-3p)

FOR SALE - 2-3/8", 2-7/8", 4-1/2", & 5" 
pipe. Also sucker rods. (979) 966-3447.

(11-tfc)

BULLS FOR Sale - Angus, Sim-
Angus. Locally raised - Gentle. 
Breeding Ages. Top bloodlines. 
Family owned/operated since 1975. 
Delivery available. Also Heifers. (979) 
263-5829.

(60-wc)(37-wc)

LAND LEASE wanted for cattle or hay. 
Insured and references available. Call 
Zach Kalina (361) 772-6666.

(58-25wc)

Aqua Water Supply Stage 2 Drought Notice

ESTATE SALE

UNIQUE ITEMS FROM
ALL OVER THE WORLD!

FRIDAY
JUNE 30TH

9AM-6PM

SATURDAY
JULY 1ST
9AM-6PM

Lots of Antique Furniture and Jewelry.
However, Lots more! Too much to list!

Take Hwy. 77 from La Grange to Giddings. Approx. 6 miles
from La Grange, turn right onto Racetrack Rd.

When pavement ends (2 miles), turn right onto gravel road.
Sale is at the second house on the left.

COUNTRY PEDDLER Antiques - 
2844 E. St. Hwy. 159, Fayetteville. 
(979) 966-8497 or (979) 966-8979, 
Thursday-Sunday Noon-5pm; 15% 
Off with this ad.

(95-wc)

MOVING SALE - Friday, June 30 & 
Saturday, July 1, 7a-12p sharp; 101 
W. Hollmann St. in Ellinger.

(68-2p)

GARAGE SALE - 118 Blackfoot 
(Indian Lake), Smithville. Friday, June 
30, 7:30a-?; Saturday, July 1, 7:30a-
?, Sunday, July 2, 7:30a-?; Furniture, 
kids & adult clothes, dining table & 6 
chairs & lots of misc.

(61-1c)

HUGE SALE - Daisy Mae’s Junk’n 
Divas, Warrenton - clear out mer-
chandise sale. Friday, June 30 from 
9a-2p; Saturday, July 1 from 9a-2p, 
205 Joiner Rd, La Grange. 4 miles 
towards Ellinger. Displays, furniture, 
home goods, clothing, and way to 
much to list.

(69-1c)

ELLINGER, TX - City Wide Garage 
Sale Saturday, July 1 beginning 
at 8 a.m. Great Bargains. Multiple 
Locations. Watch for Signs.

(69-1c)

ESTATE SALE Services - (979) 966-
8497. Liquidating an estate, moving, 
or selling your home? Call us. We do 
all the work for you. Serving Fayette 
and surrounding counties since 1988.

(95-wc)

ESTATE SALE - 984 N. Monroe St., 
La Grange; June 10, 10am and July 
1, 9am. Contents of home, workshop, 
and tool shed. Furniture, homegoods, 
adult clothing, canning supplies, kitch-
en items, new tiller, washer, dryer, 
refrigerator, freezer. Much more.

(68-2p)

ESTATE SALE - Saturday, July 1 
from 8a-4p, 350 Northpoint Ave., 
La Grange. Follow Janice Teinert on 
Facebook for pics.

(69-1p)

THEN AND NOW Antiques going 
out of business, 6411 State Hwy. 
159, La Grange, 8:30a-6:30p; June 
25-30, July 1-2, July 7-9, July 15-16. 
Furniture, antiques, comic books, 
clothing, costume jewelry and more.

(66-4p)

OUT OF BUSINESS

ESTATE SALE

GARAGE SALE
FOR SALE

FREE CONSULTATION plus 30 min-
ute personal training session - Call 
(979) 250-1617 Madison Krenek.

(28-tfnc)

WE CAN clean your flower beds, add 
mulch, trim trees. (979) 702-1972.

(43-tfnc)

ESTATE SALE

www.puter.com
www.sc.com
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Wagyu Beef for $7.50 lb
Reserve a whole or half Wagyu beef.
Price includes custom processing.

choose grass or grain finished � no hormones � no antibiotics

www.weisefarms.com   (979) 540-7164

Adopt Me

TO ADOPT ANY OF THESE PETS, OR OTHERS:
� Call the Gardenia E. Janssen Animal Shelter at 966-0021

HOURS:
� Visit the shelter at 240 Svoboda Lane and adopt animals 

on Tuesday-Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The shelter is closed on Monday. The 
animal shelter will not accept surrendered animals on Satur-
days. 

CONTACT INFORMATION
� Check the web site at www.janssenanimalshelter.org
� Email: info@janssenanimalshelter.org
� Wendie Dillard, Tech - wendie@janssenanimalshelter.org

The animal shelter is in need of puppy chow, kitten chow, 
dog and cat food, paper towels, candles, Pine Sol, and Lysol.

All animals for adoption can be viewed online at petango.com.

June is Adopt-A-Cat month at the shelter!  We have lowered 
our adoption fee to $50 for this month only!  Please visit the 
shelter and see the variety of kittens we have available.  We also 
have barn cats available.  These are cats who don’t necessarily 
want to be handled but could still help keep your barn free of 
pests.  And don’t forget we extended our microchip special 
through June as well.  Call for more information!

FAYETTE COUNTY ADOPTABLE

Distinction Roll (4.0)

Freshman
Adams, Vanessa Nicole
Anzaldua, Anthony Rey
Cabrera, Jeffrey Gerardo
Caceres-Anaya, Ivanna
Carey, Eleanor Grace Jurk
Castaneda Guel, Samantha
Castillo Jr, Jorge Luis
Cooper, Devin Ray
Gomez, Gerardo
Gunn, Oliver Scottson Guynn
Hayes-Ahmad, Alin-Qareena
Herbrich I, Emma Elizabeth
Hernandez, Sergio Gilberto
Hill, Ellah Rose
Janacek, Ella Leigh
Karstedt Jr, Kevin Joe
Kutchka, Eryn
Lopez, Valeria
Maldonado Garcia, Nohe
McKenzie, Diamond Jade
Michalke, Hope Kathryn
Moore, Graysen Bailey
Muesse, Landon Reid
Muras, Marissa Lynne
Nygren, Ella Celine
Otto, Kaedyn Reese
Owens, Grayson Cash
Pietsch, Gavin Lee
Ramirez, Azucena
Soto, Natalia Angelina
Stephens, Kathryn Grace
Supak, Elena Catherine
Swisher, Bailey Ann
To, Phylis
Trlicek, Kylie Ann
Vega, Gabriel
Weishuhn, Parker Keith
Williams, Evelyn Faye
Wilson, Ethyn J

Sophomore
Baptiste, Caje Rhys
Bennett, Jackson Ross
Coltrain, Camden Scott
Cooper, Holdyn Edward
Faske, Addison Elaine
Finch, Walker Lawrence
Glisson, Ely Michael
Helmer, Aryssa Lynn
Hernandez, Landri Amira
Holman, Hannah Catherine
Kaspar, Jodie Ann
Kaspar, John Allan
Kates, Mackenzie Celesse
Knapik, Cordale Autry
Landis, Collin William
Landis, Dalton Lee
Landis, Quinlyn Cay
Little, Lauren Elizabeth
Lowe, Riley Addison
Moore, Joy Elise
Olvera, Alley Nicole
Perez, Alyssa Leanne
Ramirez, Alejandro
Sabo, Hunter Brandt
Smith, Dominick Wade
Taylor-Marklin, Meadow
Torres, Jessica Ailyn
Vazquez, Julie Ann
Willrich, Madeline Ann
Wolf, Autumn Marie

Junior
Barber, Bennett Paul
Bretz, Savannah Summer
Colon, Mara Jane
Cooper, Haylie Elizabeth
Desai, Veer Satish
Edson, Lyndie Jade
Eindorf, Alivia Jane
Estrada, Jose

Fowler, Madison Grace
Gray, John Thomas
Harold, Victoria Alana
Hensley, Kaylee Ann
Hightower, Jillian Emma
James, Peyton Blake
Kates, Madelyn Marie
Kay, Sarah Elizabeth
Krupala, Cody Alan
Martin, Vanice Marie
Mathis, Ava Margaux
Muras, Caitlyn Savannah
Newton, Jill Elizabeth
Nygren, Reece Earl
Odom, Isaac Marc
Parada, Genesis Amadis
Pineda, Ella Claire Busch
Ramirez, Isabela Elisse
Rodriguez, Shyla Leilana
Rohan, Eleanor Anne
Rusek, Lila Brooke
Shepherd, Natalie Ann Marie
Shrader, Ty Dakota
Smith, Westin Tate
Tucker, Phoebe Ruth
Veitch, Bianca Vianey
Vick, Brazos Elizabeth
Von Minden, Landon Dale
Westall, Owen Page
Youens, Riley Cate
Zbranek, Kylie Renee

Senior
Ackerman, Jade Avery
Bradley, Railla Jenee
Bull, Lauren Kendall
Burnett, Kayler Grace
Cooper, Clifton Jack
De Vries, Kamren Marie
Eichler, Anna Grace
Follin, Anna Sofia
Fritz, Madison Mary
Gonzalez, Camille Grace
Harbers, Drew Elliott
Herbrich, Charles Richard
Kelley, Kylee Ann
Knapik, Clayton Lee
Krhovjak, Christopher Allen
Little, Joshua Daniel
Little, Landon Michael
Mathis, Cullen Reid
McCarty, Amber Kate
McIntyre, Danyelle Marie
Nedbalek, Austin Bryan
Pennybaker, Sierra Simone
Sodolak, Ellee Ann
Supak, Corbin Joseph
Weikel, Anthony James
Welker, Abbygail Mary
Youens, Campbell Lee

Honor Roll (3.5-3.9)

Freshman
Amick, Connor Riley
Barron, Nathan Antonio
Behrens, Kameron Glenn
Bridgefarmer, Jacob Lance
Brock, Caleigh Rae
Brown, Ja’Liyah La’Shay
Bundick, Clara Elizabeth
Burnett, Shelby Reese
Buscher, Garrett Hayden
Carrizal, Ali Andres
Coleman, Jazzmin Danyale
Colon, Kyla Suzanne
Cook, Gavin Jay
Coufal, Chloe Jay
Follin, John Karl
Garrison, Hannah Lynn
Gonzalez, Hailey Louise
Guevara, Erick Antonio
Hartwell, Brooklyn Jenae
Henderson, Avery Rae

Hensley, Kaleb Brent
Janda, Noah Trace
Jaramillo, Trinity Arianna
Johnson, Jaidyn Jan’ice
Kalina, Jacob
Kleiber, Mason Jacob
Kutchka, Dylan Ray
Linaje Flores, Angela
Lopez Hernandez, Miriam
McLelland, Lakyn Grace
McNulty, Maximus Aidan
Medina, Rielynn Jo
Melton, Jaden Caroline
Menking, Daisy Joy
Moore, Ray Burns
Olvera, Matthew Jay
Ortiz, Ramon
Polasek, Nataley Marie
Price, Ryder Blayne
Rausl, William Lad Harrison
Reyna Guerrero, Gonzalo
Smith, Curtis Tradale
Soto, Kaylee Alexa
Stork, Jaley Elizabeth
Yanis, Trinity Faith
Youens, Graham Bullock

Sophomore
Alvarado, Alondra Alexis
Broussard, Paris Ke-Sha
Cassell, Peyton Lee
Cooper, Clayton Wayne
Dalton, Trey Evan
DeGraaf, Rebecca Ann
Dixon, Max Mantooth
Holmes, Kaylee Marie
Jakobeit, Jacob Allen
Jecmenek, Slade Hudson
King, Cinvandra Marie
Kosler, Kathryn Ann
Kovar, Kaden Matthew
Kulhanek, Wesley James
Lamza, Kyler Anthony
Leal, Anna Michelle
Lehmann, Elizabeth Lynn
Lopez Anaya, Tania
Lopez, Charles Ray
Luna Vazquez, Edwin Raul
Maass, Addyson McCall
Marchbanks, Ashley Savannah
McKenzie, Devonte Reginald
Murray, Jordyn Orion
Navarro, Hailey Brooke
Sanchez, Mya Vanessa
Sherman, Julian Thomas
Solorzano, Joel Orlando
Soto Jaimes, Anthony
Spoelstra, Brooke Nikol
Supak III, James Charles
Tarnowski, Ethan Albert
Walter, Saige Allen

Junior
Branch, Teagan Renee
Burton, Noah Charles
Diggs, Austen Don
Doak, Leela Ladell
Enriquez, Paloma Sofia
Garcia, Alisson
Henneke, Harper Elizabeth
Jarmon, Braylon Don
Jobb, Jena Marie
Klesel, Colton Travis
Laake, Cassidy Rayne
Liccioni, Alyssa Faith
Loehr, Brock Dennison
McKenzie, Tianna Nicole
Mihatsch, Gage Conley
Monjaras Hernandez, Edgar
Orellana, Jarrett Francisco
Orona, Natalie Edith
Parks, Cody Aaron
Perales, Daniel
Portales, Yesenia Elizabeth

Powell, Malachi James
Riojas, Zachuri Michael
Ruether, Delaney Rae
Scott, Nathan Charles
Soto-Lopez, Wilmer Roman
Swisher, Benjamin Thomas
Valencia, Rebekah Lynn

Senior
Allen, Katelyn Grace
Archibeque, Diamond Olivia
Arnold, Benjamin Allen
Bargas, Andrew Jordan
Barnes, Trenton Anthony
Brown, Shiloh Wilson
Burns, Hailee Renae
Burton, Kourtney Lynn
Castaneda, Kevin
Cheatham, Lana Grace
Chovanec, Caleb Matthew
Chovanetz, Jacob Scott
Cooper, Jaxon Dean
Davis, Keslyn Ray
Ehler, Emma Esteri
Faske, Andrew James
Galvan, Jennifer Soto
Glisson, Elyse Taylor
Harris, Garrett Jesse
Hart, Elizabeth Irene Carlton
Hill, Hailey Caylin
Hollek, Grant Michael
Huenefeld, Layne Jakob
Janak, Gabrielle Marie
Janda, Zachary John
Jarmon, Jayden Jamall
Johnson, Ciaran Mae
Koehl, Avery Lynn
Lara, Joana Itzel
Lehmann, Kayleigh Catherine
Lopez, Omar
Marchbanks, Kaleb Matthew
Martinez, Hailee Lisett
Matocha, Rachel Katherine
McNulty, Madeline Brea
Mendez Jr, Luis Edgardo
Merlos, Dulce Liliana
Mitschke, Liza June
Portales, Gisela Lizbeth
Powell, Kyha Tevon
Pyle, Raygen Anastacia
Ramirez, Ricardo
Rios, David Alaan
Roberts, Elijah Luke
Schroeder, Madison Lee
Shoemaker, Kaylee Alana
Sotelo, Melany Adabel
Soto, Jesus
Splawn, Hayden Nathaniel
Trlicek, Ty James
Tryon, Emily Elizabeth
Venancio, Wendy Jessica
Villasana, Haley Alexandra

Principal’s Roll (3.0-3.4)

Freshman
Amaya Rodriguez, Glendy
Caro Rodriguez, Akemy
Davis I, Scott Brian
Fitzpatrick, Caidon Ryan
Flex, Kaitlyn Nicole
Gonzalez, Ewalany Renee
Greenwood, Faith Renee
Gunter, Ayden Fate
Haynie, Audrey Raye
Johnson, Asanie Lenee’
Johnson, Jaylee Elizabeth
Johnson, Kohlton Thomas
Lopez, Jose Pedro
Mancera Jr, Raul
Marroquin Ruiz, Keyla
McCoy, Brayden Lee
Mock, Jordan Caleb
Orellana Rodriguez, Selvin

La Grange High School Sixth Six Weeks Honor Roll
Parks, Chloe Amber
Rodriguez, Jonathan Gabriel
Street, Kirstin Cemor
Suarez, Antonio Odlanyer
Torres, Elizabeth Ann
Torres, Hector Rahim
Ulrich, Carley Deann

Sophomore 
Arsibar, Cynthia
Bage, Grayson Marshall
Barnett, Kammie Dianne
Broussard, Le’Kayvion Jayton
Chovanec, Luke Joseph
Cook, Taylor Rives
Corn, Hudson Reece
Cuevas, Javier Alex
Dahse, Braxton Jace
Garcia, Abril
Gilchrest, Peyton Elizabeth
Gonzalez, Cody
Grooms, Austin Glenn
Haardt, Elijah James
Herdler, Laney Lynn
Hernandez, Mariana Giselle
Herrera, Katty Ruby
Hollek, Gavin Tate
Homer, Caramel Rena
Jimenez-Hogan Jr, Bryan Ray
Johnson, Tye Bradley
Joseph, Halle Nicole
Kibby, Addison Marie
King, Connor Wesley
Mireles, Mia Nicole
Morrison, Renzo Benjamin
Murray, Jayden Reign
Orona, Israel Adan
Ortiz, Andrea Marie
Pennybaker, Tristan Johnpaul
Saldierna Mendez, Elmer
Scott Jr, Kenneth Jaiden
Skerritt, Samuel
Sotelo, Jenifer
Stark, Ty Morgan
Torres, Marco Razelli
Vogel, Layla Belle
York, Aiyanah Marie

Junior
Abbey, Brody Alvin
Angel, Brisa Jimena
Contreras, Caroline Ruby
Dillard, Jeremiah Omar
Gonzales, Marissa Araceli
Gonzalez, Analia Faith

Hernandez Almeida, Judith
Jahn, Hillary Marie
Jaimes, Bryan
Jakobeit, Emma Grace
Kelley, Brigham Ted
Kusko, Faith Trinity
Leija-Sanchez, Jan Carlos
Leonard, Miles Donovan
Marshall, Avery Mae Caroline
Reid, Lillian Arena
Rumbaugh, Anthony Joel
Skoruppa, Clayton Allen
Skoruppa, Shawn Edmond
Vecera, Matthew James
Velazquez Acosta, Jesus
Watson, Dajalia Unique
Williams, Austin Jay
Williams, Demarian Amontre’
Worley, Danielle Michelle
Zuniga Cortez, Juan Antonio

Senior
Anaya Naranjo, Jenifer
Arceneaux, Phillip Wesley
Arcos, Jesse James
Braswell, Zak Asher
Bundick, William Johnson
Canell, Nathan James
Cardozo, Omar Anastasio
Castaneda Guel, Oswaldo
De La Cruz Esquivel, Karla
De La Cruz, Sherlyn
Delgadillo, Jonathan Thomas
Fischbach, Hunter Michael
Fritts, Dylan Tyler
Garza, Matthew Antonio
Gibson, Alera Christina
Green II, Negarvin Lamar
Gutierrez, Favian Isolino
Herdler, Logan Michael
Ingram, Spencer Layne
Johnson, Aidan Elias
Kruse, Cody Lynn
Marin, Kristina Janai
Marx, Lyanah Marie
Miertschin, Bryce Lane
Owens, Jackson Canon
Ramirez, Lizbeth
Smith, Hailey Nicole
Suarez, Fernanda Mynelli
Thompson, Landon Foster
Tisdell, Alicia Renee
Wilkerson, Jakobe Rod
Woods, Jaren Daishon
Wright, Oliver Ferreira Falci

Shared Lutheran Minis-
try will have a joint worship, 
Patriotic Festival, on Sunday, 
July 2 at 10 a.m. in Rutersville. 

After worship, a cook 
from each congregation will 
go head to head with other 
SLM chefs to see who can 
make the best burger. Come 
taste test – $1 equals one vote 
with all proceeds going to 
Feed the Need.

Ellinger congregation is 
asked to bring desserts for this 
event. Feed the Need is an 
organization that meets every 
Monday at 6:30-7:30 p.m. on 
the square in La Grange. They 
provide hunger relief with 
eight other locations in Texas. 
They serve free burgers to an-
yone who stops by. Volunteers 
will greet you and pray for you 
or others on your heart. Any-
one is welcome.  

Worship services are still 
offered on Facebook, You 
Tube and KTIM 89.1 on Sun-
days at noon. Ellinger has 
worship every Sunday at 8 
a.m. with communion.  

SLM Vacation Bible School
Shared Lutheran Minis-

try’s VBS will be held in Rut-
ersville the week of July 24 
from 8:30-noon.  Breakfast 
will be served starting at 7:30 
am. Registration forms are due 
by July 9 and you may contact 
Laura Brugger at (979) 966-
3455 for more information. 
Campers welcome from kin-
dergarten to 5th grade based 
on the 2023-24 school year. 
Volunteers needed as well.  

Baseball Champion
Amari Rhodes, age 9, is 

the son of Marcus and Kim-
berly Rhodes of Ellinger. He 
attends La Grange Elementary 
School and will be entering 
the 4th grade this upcom-
ing year. He enjoys playing 
baseball for La Grange Little 
League as well as the Shiner 
Stars based out of Shiner. He 
recently attended the 2023 9U 
PGBA Summer Slam in Hum-

ble where the Shiner Stars 
went undefeated in pool play. 
The Stars went on to claim the 
championship title.

Brethren Church
Fayetteville Brethren 

Church has services the sec-
ond, third, and fourth Satur-
days of each month at 10 a.m. 
Other services are at Indus-
try Brethren on the second, 
third and fourth Saturdays at 
5 p.m., Wesley Brethren on 

June 24-25 Amari Rhodes participated in the 2023 9U PGBA 

Summer Slam in Humble where the Shiner Stars went 5-0 to 

win the championship.

Sundays at 9 a.m. and Nelson-
ville Brethren on Sundays at 
10:15 a.m. Rev. Mike Grose-
close leads all the services. 
The Nelsonville service is 
live streamed on Nelsonville 
Brethren’s Face book page. 

Ellinger C of C
A city-wide garage sale 

will be held on July 1 starting 
at 8 a.m. Maps will be availa-
ble at the chamber hall, 104 W. 
Colorado Street. Call or text 
Miranda at (979) 966-8612 to 
reserve a free spot/table under 
the pavilion or to have your 
home address advertised.  

Birthdays
Birthday Wishes to the fol-

lowing July celebrants: Bernetta 
Hlinsky-July 2, Koltin Kocian 
and Becky Glueck Horndt-6, 
Joyce Stancik-9, Blake Hin-
ton-11, Rilan Karisch-16, 
Aubrey Horndt-17, Alan Jec-
menek-20, Burdine Divin-21, 
Kayla Dennis and Dewey Hin-
ton-22, Cody Fritsch-24, Diana 
Marusik-25, Lucille Koehl and 
Hope Hess-26, Michael Schla-
bach-27, Martha Dove and Ja-
cob Nigh-29.  

By LAURA BRUGGER
Ellinger News Correspondent

ELLINGER

News

SLM to Hold Joint Worship, Patriotic Festival

www.janssenanimalshelter.org
www.petango.com
www.weisefarms.com


 

Texas’ power grid report-
ed record electricity use early 
last week. Both the Public 
Utility Commission of Texas 
and the Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas are urging 
residents and businesses to 
voluntarily reduce electric-
ity use as temperatures soar 
above 100 degrees over 
much of the state. So far the 
grid, which administers 90% 
of the state’s power load, has 
been able to keep up with de-
mand.

Temperatures set record highs for June in 
several Texas cities: 111 degrees in Junction, 
115 in Laredo, and 113 in Del Rio. The heat 
wave stretches from the Pecos River Valley in 
the west to the Rio Grande in the south to the 
Pineywoods in the east. State Climatologist 
John Nielsen-Gammon pointed to several fac-
tors, including near-record temperatures in the 
Gulf of Mexico, a high-pressure system trap-
ping the heat over the state, and climate change.

“Texas is running about 2 degrees Fahren-
heit warmer than it did during the 20th century,” 
Nielsen-Gammon told the Texas Tribune. “So 
if you’re close to a temperature record, that will 
put it over the edge.”

ERCOT has implemented a voluntary cur-
tailment program for so-called flexible custom-
ers — such as bitcoin mining facilities —  to 

reduce power use during periods 
of high demand.

“These customers are large 
power users but have the flexibil-
ity and willingness to reduce their 
energy use quickly, if needed. By 
working with these large loads 
during peak demand periods, we 
will better serve all Texans while 
keeping the grid reliable and re-
silient,” said Woody Rickerson of 
ERCOT.

Storms Spur Disaster Declarations
Storm systems have caused 

widespread damage across the state and prompt-
ed Gov. Greg Abbott to issue disaster declara-
tions for Ochiltree, Cass, Franklin, Harrison, 
Marion, Upshur, Wood, Camp, Gregg, Hopkins, 
Panola, Smith and Titus counties. The storms 
caused loss of life, severe damage to power lines 
and structures, and flash flooding.

A subsequent declaration came after a tor-
nado hit Matador in West Texas and killed four 
people. That declaration covers Motley, Nolan, 
Fisher, Jones, Kent, and Stonewall counties. Just 
days earlier a tornado killed three and injured 
dozens in Perryton in the Texas Panhandle.

“What Texans in Perryton have gone 
through over the past couple of days have been 
nothing short of horrific,” Abbott said. “At the 
same time, it’s encouraging and inspiring to see 
the way the community has come together to 
rebuild.”
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La Grange City Council 
Second and Fourth Mondays of the month

6 p.m. city council chambers • 155 E. Colorado Street 

• La Grange

Commissioners Court
Second and Fourth Monday of each month

9 a.m. • Room 303  • Fayette County Courthouse 

230 W. Colorado Street  • La Grange

Flatonia City Council 
Second Tuesday of the month 

6 p.m. • 125 E. South Main Street  • Flatonia

Fayetteville City Council 
Second Wednesday of the month 

7 p.m. • City Hall • Fayetteville

Schulenburg City Council
First and Third Monday of the month

7 p.m. •  Council Chambers • 

607 Upton Avenue • Schulenburg

Round Top City Council
First Monday of the month

8 a.m. • Courthouse • Round Top

Carmine City Council
2nd Monday of the month

7 p.m. • City Hall • Carmine

Community Meetings

By BARTEE HAILE
This Week in Texas History

TEXAS
History

By GARY BORDERS

CAPITALCAPITAL
HighlightsHighlights

Turn to Wilson, Page D2

Conservation Urged As 
Heat Wave Sweeps State

Greased Lightning in Track Shoes
At the Olympic Trials on 

Jun. 30, 1956, Eddie Southern 
of the University of Texas and 
Ohio State’s Glenn Davis both 
ran the 400-meter hurdles in 
world record time.

Silas Edward Southern 
ran his first official footrace in 
1949 at an elementary school 
on the south side of Dallas. 
Another sixth grader beat Ed-
die to the finish line that day, 
but the disappointment did not 
discourage the future track star.    

By the time he entered Sun-
set High School, Eddie already 
had begun to show he could do 
amazing things on the cinders. 
Taller than most runners at an 
inch or two above six feet, his 
long legs gave him the advan-
tage of a bigger stride.

At the state track meet in 
May 1955, the sensational sen-

ior rewrote the record book. 
Eddie was clocked at 20.7 sec-
onds in the 220-yard dash, best 
ever by a high-school student 
in Texas or any other state. 
Then he turned right around 
and broke the state and na-
tional records in the 440-yard 
event with a time of 47.2 sec-
onds.

Eddie’s phenomenal dou-

ble stood the test of time in the 
Lone Star State. His 220 was 
still the fastest when the switch 
was made to metrics in 1977, 
and his 440 was not bettered 
until 1968.

No one was surprised by 
Eddie’s choice of colleges. In 
nearly four decades at the Uni-
versity of Texas, Clyde Little-
field had built one of the most 
successful track and field pro-
grams in the country. 

Eddie Southern did not 
merely fit into the legendary 
Littlefield’s scheme of things, 
he excelled. He led the Long-
horns to Southwest Confer-
ence track titles in 1957, 1958 
and 1959, while winning a 
slew of individual honors that 
included three consecutive 
440-yard SWC champion-
ships and the 1959 NCAA 

quarter-mile crown.
Eddie also worked well 

with others. He was a member 
of the UT 440-yard and 880-
yard relay teams that set world 
records usually running the all-
important anchor leg. 

But before he accom-
plished all that at the Univer-
sity of Texas, Eddie auditioned 
for the right to represent the 
United States at the 1956 Sum-
mer Games in Australia.

Since the Olympics were 
scheduled for late November 
and early December to co-
incide with summer “down 
under,” tryouts for the Ameri-
can team were not held until 
late June. Instead of entering 
the 200 and 400-meter races, 
the metric equivalent of his 
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The forces of change have 
been hard upon us for the last 
few years and they don’t let 
up. I’m thinking, first, of the 
real estate subdivisions whose 
signs of imminent arrival 
have sprouted in various Fay-
ette County pastures. Some 
call it progress, but if we, per-
sonally, find it destructive, I 
think we can be forgiven.

If we live in the country 
because we like a country 
way of doing things, we can 
be forgiven for wishing those things would remain undisturbed.

It’s a matter of perspective, surely.
Isn’t everything? 
Take your family story, for instance.
The older we get, the more we want to pass on our story, what 

we’ve heard and what we’ve contributed. We have an urge to 
preserve the fact of ourselves within the picture of what’s chang-
ing so fast. To get down in words what was special, too, about 
those loveable, or maddening, relatives and forebears whose 
blood we share.

Family storytellers are the ones who do this best. Even if the 
stories they tell change over time, gaining in drama and humor, 
opening the door so myth can sidle in. 

Myth is when the real story sheds some of its mud and sweat 
and sorrow in the yearning to better itself.

Most of the time what gets left out is what the teller finds 
embarrassing. 

This is history’s problem, too. 
What is history? Well, it’s the aggregation of stories about 

people and events from the past that are supposed to have really 
happened in just that way. They’re family stories too, just larger 
in scale than our own. We study them to learn what worked and 
what brought disaster.

In my high school history class, we focused on kings and 
wars all over the world. And so many dates to be memorized, 
without much context.

The stories themselves arrived all buffed and glossed with 
the shine of myth. Heroic acts thrilled us. We felt a stirring of our 
own pride in being connected across time to people capable of 
actions we know we would personally find difficult. And those 
are the “good” acts.

All of this is changing now. There are more storytellers in 
public view from more places, races, ethnicities, with different 
perspectives. Like the story of the blind man and the elephant 
suggests, we are now seeing more than the trunk or tail and it’s 
definitely not all gray.

Historical complexes, from the Alamo to the historic house 
down the street, are beginning to look at a broader definition of 
what happened here or there. The lens of attention is growing 
wider to take in people we never noticed, but who were there and 
had jobs to do, lives to live. We’ve joined the age of context and 
it is upsetting to the literalists among us.

It undermines the myths that historic preservation has em-
braced for decades. 

For myself, I’ve never been as interested in a particular myth 
as in the art and craft an historic property displays. That’s how I 
fell in love with the painted decoration at Winedale.

When I decided to write about it, however, I found the con-
text I’d missed. And context is the birthing ground of stories—as 
well as our best hope for truth.

In my case, it produced my story “A Skeptical Parrot,” which 
gives a re-imagined narrative of how such decoration might have 
come about within the context of its time. A time of slavery, se-
cession, war, and internal conflict about those issues among the 
German settlers, themselves, including the women. 

It seems we have so much still to learn from the past.

Readers can contact Hale at bfhale2017@gmail.com

Family Stories

 By BABETTE FRASER HALE

By SAM WILSON 

This column is a recur-
ring column sharing public 
information and insight on St 
Mark’s Medical Center, the 
needs for health care in Fay-
ette County, and a path for-
ward.

One reason given for 
the financial struggles at 
St. Mark’s Medical Center 
(SMMC) is the high monthly 
mortgage debt service. This 
article attempts to delineate 
the multitude of transactions 
that are involved in fully un-
derstanding the situation, in 
the hopes that it provides clar-
ity for community discussion 
and a path forward. 

Research entailed review 
of over 30 different documents 
filed in our Fayette County 
Clerk’s office pertaining to 
the corporate and land trans-
actions. Let’s start with the 
current long-term mortgage 
liability. According to the lat-
est audited financial statement 
issued September 2021, the 
land, buildings and equipment 
has a depreciated value of 
roughly $18.1 million and the 
long-term debt is $13.2 mil-
lion. This differs from the IRS 
990 where it states the secured 
mortgage and notes payables 
to unrelated third parties is 
$14,834,387. As of January 
2020, the actual principal due 
according to the lender was 
$13,155,273.

The initial mortgage loan 
for construction of the hospi-
tal was issued by Wells Fargo 
Bank, NA, in March of 2005. 
This loan was to bear interest 
at a rate of 5.63% per annum 
until August of 2005, pre-
sumably the forecasted date 
of completion of the hospital, 
and then the loan would bear 
interest at a rate of 4.53% for 
a period of 25 years ending 
in September of 2030. The 
mortgage falls under the US 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD), 
where the Office of Hospital 
Facilities (OHF) administers 
the Federal Housing Adminis-
tration Section 242 Mortgage 
Insurance for Hospitals pro-
gram. The program is part of 
the National Housing Act and 
backstops the lender against 
a hospital mortgage default. 
This lender backstop results in 
a AAA credit rating, which re-
sults in a lower interest rate, a 
lower payment, and in theory 
more hospital funds to address 
community health need. Wells 
Fargo assigned the mortgage 
to Lancaster Pollard Mortgage 
Company in June of 2013. 
This transfer of the mortgage 
brought forward all the cov-
enants and restrictions that 

St. Mark’s 
Medical 

Center: The 
Mortgage
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www.fayettecountyrecord.com
www.cagle.com


 
D2    The Fayette County Record, Friday, June 30, 2023

THIS FEATURE IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

1 2 3 4

5

6

7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

21

TEXAS

CROSSWORD
by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Wilson County has 

      peanut statue on the

      courthouse ____

  5  Lake _’ ___ Pines

  6  TX Dabney Coleman

      former role on TV’s  

     “Drexell’s Class”

  7  Rockport: “Where

      the fun never  ____”

  8  Mexican prison

      mafia: “El ___”
  9  health resort

12  trades

17  TXism: “beats _   

      ____  __ the eye 

      with a sharp stick”

19  this Jean was one

      of the famous women

      that TX Howard

      Hughes dated

21  church window, 

      often: ______ glass

22  destroyer ______

      USS Stewart is in

      Galveston

23  TXism: “___  __  _

      mummy’s pocket”

28  Del Rio FM

29  in Grayson County 

      on U.S. 75

30  TXism: “happy __  _  

      ___ with two tails”

31  TX or NE town
35  TX or NV town

36  fashion leader, e.g.

42  TXism: “dicker”

44  actor Flynn of 1945

      film “San Antonio”
46  TXism: “gave him 

      a ____  __  ___  

      own medicine”

48  Toyota Center and

      AT&T Center

  1  TXism for “totally

      relaxed” (4 wds.)

  2  TXism: “try your

      hand at”

  3  in Gregg County

      on U.S. 80 (2 wds.)

  4  TXism: “bid____”

  9   LBJ’s last words:

      “____ Mike 

      immediately!’

10  Texas home decor

      company that closed

      its stores and now

      is only an online

      retailer (3 wds.) 

49  Guadalupe is a

      spring-___ river

50  TXism: “spends his 

      ____ looking for

      shade (lazy)

51  Beauford Jester was

      the only TX governor to  

      ___  __ office
52  a certified “bean 
      counter” (abbr.)

53  “____ on down the road”

54  couches

56  this Howard

      was Richie on       

      “Happy Days” 

      with SMU grad

      Lynda Goodfriend

57  TXism: “rug rat”

58  TX actress 

      Duvall (init.)

11  TX George Stait’s 

      “Down ___ Out”

12  TX Paula Prentiss 

      TV show: “He & ___”
13  self-service laundry

14  gas station not often

      seen in Texas

15  TXism: “I’m gonna

      clean your ____”

16  saddle ____

18  useful in Texas:

      snake-bite ___

20  Alamo colonel,
      Travis (init.)

23  co. prosecutor

24  QB Staubach (init.)

25  tall Texas tale

26  property document

      (2 wds.)

27  Tex Ritter film: “____
      __ the Gringo”

32  _  _  Anderson 
      Cancer Center

33  TXism: “old __ dirt”

34  TXism: “__ ain’t 

      playing with a 

      full deck”

36  this Kleberg once   

      ran the King Ranch

37  river floater
38  Texan Veronica

      Escobar is on the  
      House Committee

      on ______

39  pecan, pine & oak
40  TX Banks who

      was “Mr. Cub”

41  horse color pattern

43  Danson of “Cheers”

      with TX Woody

45  jeans creator

      Strauss (init.)

47  Gulf Coast cuisine

48  endings for “lemon”

      and “orange” drinks

55  picnic pest

P-1643-A
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Puzzle solution will appear in the Classified Pages of Tuesday’s newspaper.

Continued from Page D1

I recently heard that 80 
percent of pain medications 
produced in the world are con-
sumed by Americans. Appar-
ently we are a nation that hates 
pain and will seek all types of 
remedies in order to eliminate 
or alleviate those dreadful un-
comfortable feelings.

Having just lost a battle 
with an earache I admit I’m 
one of those 80 percenters who 
doesn’t want to wait on Mother 
Nature to work her magic. Instead, give me pills, the sooner 
the better. I do not want to languish in misery, reassuring my-
self that this too shall pass. No, give me the American way of 
immediate help... drugs. 

But even I draw a line. When the pain medication causes 
more discomfort than the original ailment, it is time to recon-
noiter, as my granddad was known to say. 

I can be very critical of anyone who wants immediate grat-
ification: wanting what they want when they want it. However, 
that criticism is cut short when it comes to my comfort. It’s one 
thing to want a new television and think I need it NOW. It is 
something entirely different if I hurt. Old folks and children 
best get out of my way if they are between me and a pain pill. 
I become an NFL rusher heading to the goal line, and it would 
be wise to give me a clear field. 

What do people in other countries do about pain? Do they 
suffer patiently, waiting for the discomfort to run its course? 
Do they have special herbal remedies that work, but may take 
longer? Do they accept that life has its bumps and bruises, and 
it is unnecessary to give those bumps and bruises immediate 
attention? 

There are those who say every ailment is tied to some emo-
tional trigger, i.e. my earache has something to do with me not 
wanting to hear something. Or if I hurt my leg, I am resisting a 
movement forward. I can see that, but, (there is always a but) 
about the only thing I can think of that I don’t want to hear 
are any more political ads, and they ended two months ago. 
Maybe my ears are having a delayed reaction to all that audi-
tory clutter. 

I decided that if I’m trying to block out some sounds, the 
best way to do it would be to remove my hearing aids. So, if 
you see me and I don’t answer your greeting, know that I’m 
walking around avoiding sound in order to alleviate my ear-
ache. 

Is rudeness better than a pain pill? 

Pain Relief and 
The Side Effects 

By MARGO JOHNSON

That 
Little
Voice

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
Regarding the hospital 

land deal reported last week: 
Just over $9,000 an acre for 
property minutes from the 
bypass in La Grange and on a 
major thoroughfare. 

There’s not many other 

properties in Fayette County 
in that price range (if any) and 
assuredly none close to La 
Grange on a major thorough-
fare. This deal reeks!

Eric Green
La Grange

To the Editor:
Better late than never. Af-

ter being submerged in Hur-
ricane Harvey’s flood waters 
in August 2017, all but two of 
the ruined houses on Country 
Club Drive are now gone. It 
took almost six years, but at 
least these eyesores and rodent 
havens are finally down.

We’ve had three differ-
ent county judges during this 

period, trying to get the Texas 
General Land Office off the 
dime. Let’s give Judge Dan 
Mueller and the commission-
ers court credit for staying 
with it. Thanks, guys.

Now about those high 
weeds on these vacant lots you 
now own…

Larry Jackson
La Grange

Houses Are Gone,
But Not the Weeds

Hospital Land Deal

specialties, Eddie picked an 
event in which he thought he 
had a better chance. In spite of 
the fact that he had competed 
in the 400-meter hurdles on 
fewer than half a dozen occa-
sions, Eddie cruised through 
the qualifying heats on his way 
to the finals. The top three fin-
ishers would go to Melbourne, 
and everyone else would go 
home.

The Texan got off to a jack-
rabbit start, leaving the startled 
favorite, Glenn Davis of Ohio 
State, in the dust. But the more 
experienced hurdler gradually 
closed the gap and caught Ed-
die at the tenth and last obstacle. 

Davis won the short sprint 
to the tape with Eddie breath-
ing down his neck. Both 
broke the world record for the 
400-meter hurdles.

Eddie Southern was on 
the U.S. Olympic team and at 
age 18 its youngest member. 
Seeking some sort of mystical 
insight, a reporter asked what 
motivated him to run so fast. “I 
was just a scared Texan,” an-
swered Eddie. “I was afraid I 
wouldn’t make the team.”

In Melbourne Eddie dis-
pelled any nagging doubts by 
winning his semifinal heat in 
Olympic record time. In the 
race for the gold, he again 
surged ahead and stayed in 
front until the seventh hurdle 
where Davis passed him. Ed-
die had to settle for the silver 
medal, but he looked forward 
to a second chance at Rome in 
1960.

Their paths often crossed in 
the four-year interim between 
the Summer Games, but the 
outcome was invariably the 
same whether it was the 400 
hurdles or the 400 flat. Good as 
Eddie was, his arch-rival was 
always a step or two better.

That changed at the Kan-
sas Relays in June 1959. Davis 
mounted his usual charge in 
the 440 no-hurdles, but Ed-
die persevered with a strong 
finishing kick. For the happy 
Texan, who confessed to hop-
ing for rain so the race would 
be cancelled, it was a badly 
needed confidence boost.

As the Olympic Trials ap-
proached in 1960, Eddie final-
ly returned to the hurdles for 
the first time since Melbourne. 
He blew away the field at the 

Texas Relays and prepared for 
the inevitable rematch with his 
nemesis.

Davis dominated the all-or-
nothing finals of the 400-meter 
hurdles, but Eddie was not 
far behind as they entered 
the home stretch. “Southern 
cleared the last hurdle in sec-
ond place,” read the article in 
Sports Illustrated, “but landed 
off balance and broke stride.”

In the blink of an eye, 
two runners swept past him 
and onto the plane bound for 
Rome. Fourth-place Eddie’s 
Olympic dream was over. 

On the eve of his induc-
tion into the Texas Sports Hall 
of Fame in December 1969, 
his old college coach made it 
clear that Eddie Southern was 
no loser. “He was just one of 
the great all around track men, 
to the point of being unbeliev-
able,” Clyde Littlefield said 
with tremendous pride and ob-
vious emotion.

“Murder Most Texan” is 
a must read for fans of true 
crime and Texas history. Order 
your copy for $24.00 by mail-
ing a check to Bartee Haile, 
P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 
77393.

History: Eddie Southern

To the Editor:
There are a lot of people 

who are very upset with the ap-
praised value of their property. 
And they should be. Please 
don’t blame the local appraisal 
district for the increase in your 
appraised value. They really 
have very little discretion be-
cause they must appraise at 
market value. 

Every two years the state 
does a property value study 
which is kind of like a report 
card for the appraisal district. 
If your local appraisal district’s 
values are not what the state 
determines they should be, 
there could be negative con-
sequences for the local school 
district. If property values are 
not set at market value, the 
school district could lose state 
funding. Last year the value of 
properties in four out of five 
school districts in the county 
were below what the state de-
termined that the property in 
that district should be. If these 
school districts are not in com-
pliance one more time they 
could lose state funding. How 
did it get this way? 

The answer seems relative-
ly simple. We are blessed to 
live in a wonderful county with 
many amenities, great people, 
and some of the most beautiful 
property on the planet earth. 
We have been discovered. 
Many people have moved 
into our county. Some of those 
people have large amounts 
of money to spend. Price for 
these people is not a concern. 
Also, several years ago, we 
had a governor who went to 
California and said, “Come on 
down.” Well, they have come 
and continue to come. 

Someone in California 
can sell a house for a million 
dollars and buy the same type 
of house in Fayette County 
for half a million dollars. Let 
me tell you how this property 
evaluation works. Let’s say 
that there are three houses, 
all worth $400,000. And you 
own the middle house. Your 
neighbor on the right decides 
to sell his house but he will 
say, “What the hell, I will ask 
$600,000.” And within sev-
eral days the house will be 
sold. Sometimes, without the 
prospective buyer ever even 

visiting the house. Your other 
neighbor decides to sell his 
house also. Except now he is 
asking $750,000. And within 
several days his house is also 
sold. Suddenly, the house you 
own you thought was worth 
$400,000 is now appraised for 
$750,000. Whenever a piece 
of property is split up in Fay-
ette County, the land prices go 
up. People have said, “Why 
doesn’t the Commissioners 
Court do something about it?” 
The simple answer is that the 
state has not given the county 
much authority over the land 
in its own county. 

I am always amused when 
the governor gets all out of 
shape when the federal gov-
ernment mandates that the 
state do something. Then the 
state turns right around and 
tells the counties and cities 
what they can and cannot do. 
We are blessed to have local 
elected officials that are hon-
est and fiscally conservative. 
After all, the best government 
is the one that is closest to the 
people. I encourage people to 
keep in touch with what is go-
ing on in Austin as well as your 
local government. The state is 
always proud about how few 
taxes the people of Texas pay. 
According to Wallet Hub, Tex-
as ranks 7th out of 50 states in 
the amount of property tax we 
pay. The average Texan pays 
$3,746 compared to $1,113 in 
California. Keep in mind this 
is property taxes. 

The Texas legislature is 
currently in the process of 
deciding what to do with the 
billions of excess dollars they 
have. The house has one plan 
which the governor has en-
dorsed and the senate has an-
other. After looking at both 
plans, I feel that the senate 
plan is the one that would give 
more relief to homeowners. 
Call or write your elected of-
ficials. Tell them how you feel 
about issues. After all, you pay 
their salaries and they work for 
you.

Ed Janecka
Dubina

The Truth About 
Appraisal Values

To the Editor:
July 4th is a very special 

holiday to American patriots.
The Declaration of Inde-

pendence remains a great his-
torical landmark.   It contained 
the first formal assertion by 
a whole people of their right 
to a government of their own 
choice.

The Declaration of Inde-
pendence was approved by 
the unanimous vote of Conti-
nental Congress (the first gov-
erning body of what would 
become the United States).   
13 British colonies sent rep-
resentatives to Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania from Sept. 5 to 
Oct. 26, 1774 in response to 
the British enactment of the 
Coercive Acts (also known as 
the Intolerable Acts) and the 
British Navy blockade of Bos-
ton Harbor.  

The declaration explained 
why the colonies had resolved, 
“these United Colonies are, 
and of right ought to be Free 
and Independent States.”

The second paragraph is 
especially significant and I 
quote, “We hold these truths 
to be self evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights, 
that among these rights are 
Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit 
of Happiness.  That to secure 
these rights, governments are 
instituted among men, deriv-
ing their just powers from the 
consent of the governed.”

Americans throughout the 
13 colonies united in opposi-
tion to a system of imperial 
taxation initiated by the Brit-
ish government in 1765.  The 
colonies petitions for redress 
of several oppressive actions 
by the King of Great Britain 
were answered by repeated 
injury. 

As I reread the “long train 

of abuses,” (“facts submitted 
to a candid world”) regarding 
the King’s tyrannical author-
ity over the colonies, many 
“injuries” seemed familiar to 
current times.

Every citizen has an ob-
ligation to themselves and 
their country to preserve their 
unalienable rights.  How? By 
exercising obedience to the 
Constitution of the U.S. and 
choosing responsible, quali-
fied representatives for gov-
ernment service when given 
the opportunity.  To neglect 
awareness of who is running 
for any office that represents 
your district or make excuses 
for not knowing who to vote 
for or refusing to vote demon-
strates ignorance for preserv-
ing freedom that many honor-
able citizens have died for.  

This July 4th I encourage 
you to read the Declaration of 
Independence, consider the 
values of our Constitution, 
consider the many men and 
women who have put their 
lives on the line for policies 
that promote freedom here 
and abroad, and consider the 
blessings we have being citi-
zens of the U.S. 

Freedom isn’t free. Don’t 
be distracted or manipulated 
by fear tactics or lies.  

Freedom requires a com-
mitted mindset to values of 
life, respecting volition, mar-
riage, and family as they were 
designed: respecting equal 
opportunity to fail and/or suc-
ceed, obedience to law, self-
discipline, self-control, and 
faith. 

To remain free America 
requires diligence of citizens 
to objectively participate in 
fulfilling their civic responsi-
bilities while the opportunity 
exists.

Cindy Rodibaugh
Flatonia

July 4: Freedom 
Matters

were part of the original mort-
gage, including 19.960 acres 
of land carved out to secure 
the note. Lancaster Pollard has 
since been acquired by Orix 
Real Estate Capital, LLC, pre-
sumably the current mortgage 
holder.

Based on these param-
eters, the mortgage payment 
through the end of 2019 would 
have been approximately 
$136,600 monthly, excluding 
mortgage insurance.  Howev-
er, according to recorded doc-
uments, in 2020 the mortgage 
was amended with Orix Real 
Estate Capital to a three-year 

interest only loan from Janu-
ary of 2020, through January 
2023. The interest only rate 
was 3.03% and will continue 
for the balance of the mort-
gage until the unpaid balance 
is paid. A pretty good rate in 
today’s banking climate.  The 
interest only payments for 
the period were estimated at 
$35,958 per month, and start-
ing January of 2023 increased 
to $160,423 per month for ap-
proximately 10 years.

In the next part we’ll look 
at some of the hospital land 
and professional building de-
tails.

Continued from front

Wilson: A Look at 
The Hospital Mortgage
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Parks
A memorial service for 

William “Bill” Parks, 69 of 
Burton, is scheduled for 10 
a.m. on Saturday, July 1, 2023 
at St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Shelby with Rev. John David 
Nedbalek officiating.

William Asbury Parks was 
born on Aug. 11, 1953 in Hou-
ston. He was the son of Asbury 
and Hazel (Parker) Parks. 

Bill passed away on Tues-
day, June 20, 2023 at Bay-
lor Scott and White Medical 
Center in College Station.

Bill is survived by his wife, 

Harriet Parks of Burton; his 
son and daughter-in-law, Tyler 
and Kelly Parks of Kyle; his 
two granddaughters, Camilla 
and Madelyn Parks of Kyle; 
two biological half-sisters, 
Charlotte Law and her hus-
band, Randy and Dolly Rush; 
two biological half-brothers, 
Dennie Ray Calder and his 
wife, Renee and Buddy Cho-
ate, as well as several nieces 
and nephews.

Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to Phillips 
and Luckey Funeral Home in 
Giddings.

Frost
Jack Lenny Frost, 69, of 

Muldoon, passed away on 
Saturday, June 3, 2023.

He was born March 17, 
1954, in Marfa to Clyde and 
Margaret (Niendorf) Frost.

He spent his childhood 
in San Antonio, later mov-
ing with his family to Spring 
where he attended Aldine 
High School. After graduation 
he attended USL and played 
football for the Ragin Cajuns.

Jack served in the Hou-
ston Police Department for six 
years where he earned a Blue 
Heart Award. He later trans-
ferred to the Houston Fire 
Department, where he retired 
after serving 20 years.

After serving his time as 
a first responder in Houston, 
he moved to Muldoon to en-
joy time on his property in the 
country.

It wasn’t before he took a 
job driving a school bus and 
working in the maintenance 
department for La Grange 

ISD. He especially loved the 
students, and they loved him.

Jack’s favorite hobbies 
were playing with the grand-
children, working out, run-
ning, making beautiful cedar 
tables and driving his tractor.

He and his wife Melodee 
were happily married for 26 
years.

Jack was preceded in death 
by his parents and srepfather, 
Isdell Birnbaum.

Jack is survived by his 
wife, Melodee; his sons, Ryan 
(Danna) Frost, Travis (Mary) 
Stinson; daughters, Gina 
(Kyle) English, Alyssa (Jona-
than) Hinson and his nine 
grandchildren; his brothers, 
Mark (Sylvia) Frost and Dan 
(Sueya) Frost; aunt, Carolyn 
Frost, Carleen Best, Patty 
Frost and uncle, Carl Frost.

Memorial services will be 
held at the La Grange Church 
of Christ at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, July 8, 2023. Dan Frost, 
eulogist.

Following the service 
there will be a Celebration 
of Life at the Historic Casino 
Hall, 254 N. Jefferson Street 
in La Grange.

In lieu of flowers the fam-
ily requests that memorials be 
made to NAMI-National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness.

Family and friends can 
view and sign the guestbook 
online at www.tommyetaylor-
funeralhome.com.

Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to Tom-
my E. Taylor Funeral Home in 
La Grange.

Bohuslav
Melba Lou (Johnson) Bo-

huslav, 86, formerly of La 
Grange, passed away Friday, 
June 23, 2023.

Melba, also known to 
friends as Lou, was born near 
Carthage on Feb. 4, 1937, the 
daughter of Bernice (Nail) and 
Edgar Johnson.

She met the love of her 
life and married Benjamin Bo-
huslav on Feb. 11, 1984, at St. 
John Vianney Catholic Church 
in Houston.

Lou was a member of 
Queen of the Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church, Hostyn. She 
was an excellent cook, seam-
stress, homemaker and gar-
dener.  Melba was a talented 
painter, and among her many 
works of art for friends and 
family, she painted the 13th 
hole at Augusta for her hus-
band, a gift that he cherishes. 
She was a devoted wife and 
mother and had a special place 
in her heart for her grandchil-
dren. She was also a loyal 
friend, a good neighbor and 
generous benefactor.

Lou is survived by her 
husband, Benjamin Bohuslav; 
daughter, Sarah Michelle 
Smith of Houston; sons, Lane 
West Smith of Scottsdale, 
Ariz., and Hollis David Smith 

and wife, Debbie of Colville, 
Wash.; stepchildren, Steven 
Bohuslav and wife, Connie of 
Austin, and Sarah Heidaker 
and husband, Paul of Fuls-
hear; grandchildren, Carly 
Brown and husband, Tony 
of Houston, Hannah Ford of 
Tomball, Emma Blumentritt 
and husband, Eric of Houston;  
step-grandchildren, Curtis Bo-
huslav and wife, Sarah of Aus-
tin, Blake Bohuslav and wife 
Nicole of Austin, Cole Heidak-
er and wife Lindsay of Katy, 
and Cade Heidaker of Katy; 
great-grandchildren Benjamin 
Brown, Liam Brown, Andrew 
Karels, and Margaret and 
Catherine Blumentritt; step-
great grandchildren, Kinley 
Bohuslav, Taylor Bohuslav, 
and Brooks Bohuslav; brother, 
Joe Dan Johnson of Beau-
mont, and nephews, Kevin 
Johnson of Houston and Jef-
frey Johnson of Beaumont.

Visitation was held at 
Koenig-Belvill Funeral Home 
& Cremations, 208 W. Pearl in 
La Grange, at 6 p.m., Wednes-
day, July 5, 2023. Memorial 
Service will begin at 7 p.m. 
with Rev. Fr. Felix Twumasi 
officiating.

A graveside service will be 
held at a later date at the For-
est Park, Lawndale Cemetery, 
6900 Lawndale St. Houston, 
TX 77023.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may be 
made to Queen of the Holy 
Rosary Catholic Church, 936 
FM 2436, Hostyn, TX 78945 
or to a charity of one’s choice.

Family and friends can 
view and sign the guestbook 
online at www.lagrangefuner-
als.com.

Funeral arrangements have 
been entrusted to Koenig-Bel-
vill Funeral Home & Crema-
tions in La Grange.

OBITUARIES

Rudolph
Tracy T. Rudolph, III, 83, 

of Fayetteville, passed away 
on Thursday, June 22, 2023, 
peacefully, at his residence.

Tracy was born in Arka-
delphia, Ark. on Aug. 4, 1939, 
the son of the late Annie (Rol-
son) and Tracy T.  Rudolph, 
Jr.  When he was eight years 
old he moved to Waco for a 
few years and then moved to 
Austin, which he considered 
home. 

Tracy met the love of his 
life, Diane Orsak, and they 
married on March 7, 1977. 

 After High School, Tracy 
served in the U.S. Army for 
four years, where he served 
overseas in France. After he 
was honorably discharged, he 
set off for college at the Uni-
versity of Houston. 

After working for several 
banks, Tracy founded Prosper-
ity Bancshares in 1983 where 
he was the Chief Executive 
Office for 25 years, retiring 
in 2001, although he stayed 
on the Board of Directors for 
several years. A Businessman 
at heart, Tracy was the original 
founder of Prosperity Bank. 
His belief in business was that 
hard work pays off. He was 
known for his perseverance 
and having the “guts” to make 
the hard decisions. Tracy was 
known to say that business 
has its own set of rules. As a 
boss, he always pushed people 
to reach their full potential. 
Today, the bank that Tracy 
founded is a $37 billion com-
pany with 272 locations!

Throughout his life he 
traveled for business and for 
fun. When not working, he 
enjoyed a lot of different hob-
bies. Deep sea fishing was his 
first love.  Tracy traveled to 
the four corners of the US to 
fish and beyond. One of his 
many sayings was “A safe 
boat is a clean boat.” He was 
also an avid hunter. After re-
tirement he picked up a new 
hobby collecting antique cars 
and had an airplane hangar 
full of cars ranging from 1930 
models to 1980 models. He 
enjoyed going to car auctions 
all over the country. In his 
younger years he considered 
himself a rancher raising reg-
istered Simmental cattle and 
then later, scaling down to a 
hay making operation, selling 
hay to other ranchers, which 
continues to this day. 

What most folks may not 
have known about him was 
that he had a beautiful sing-
ing voice. Tracy was known 
to just burst out in song when-
ever the mood struck him. 
He grew up during the Elvis 
era knowing all the words to 
many songs. He could sing 
songs from most eras even 
before his time. He especially 
liked 50s and 60s country, 
western, classic, gospel as 
well as rhythms and blues 
music. He not only knew the 
words of all the songs, but also 
something about the singers 
themselves. Tracy had a phe-
nomenal memory. He sang in 
the Church Choir at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church until he could 
no longer climb the stairs into 
the loft.  But he still kept sing-
ing from below. 

He was proud of his ser-
vice in the U.S. Army. Most 
of his time in the service was 
spent overseas in France. 
While there, he bought an old 
car and traveled around every 
chance he got. He always felt 
traveling expanded his hori-
zons. As a result of his trav-
els, he became a World War II 

history buff. If asked a ques-
tion on anything pertaining to 
World War II, you would most 
likely get more information 
than you bargained for. He 
could go on for hours relating 
what happened and why.

Later in life, not being 
able to pursue a lot of his hob-
bies he spent time working on 
daily crossword puzzles and 
reading the Wall Street Jour-
nal, a newspaper he read all 
his life. He felt doing cross-
word puzzles kept his mind 
sharp.  Tracy stayed up with 
current politics and who voted 
for what and why and could 
discuss either side! 

Tracy is survived by his 
wife, Diane; three sisters: 
Mina Maness of Austin; Pat 
Miller, of Nashville, Tenn. and 
Madeline Millard of Austin; 
and he is also survived by nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; brother, Ste-
phen Rudolph; daughter, 
Laura Rudolph and brothers-
in-law: Clarence Maness and 
George Millard.   

Visitation was held on 
Wednesday, June 28, 2023 
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church, 815 
St. Mary’s Church Road, El-
linger. Family received friends 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  A Holy 
Rosary was recited at 7 p.m.  

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held at St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church, 815 St. Mary’s 
Church Road, Ellinger, at 10 
a.m. on Thursday, June 29, 
2023 with Rev. Father Steve 
Sauser officiating.  Burial fol-
lowed at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Cemetery located next to the 
Church.  A Luncheon cel-
ebrating Tracy’s life followed 
at St. Mary’s Church Hall. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may be 
made to: Fayetteville Fire 
Dept, P.O. Box 65, Fayette-
ville, TX 78940; Ellinger Fire 
Dept., P.O. Box 113, Ellinger, 
TX 78938; St Mary’s Bath-
room Restoration, P.O. Box 
57, Fayetteville, TX 78940 
or Hospice Brazos Valley-La 
Grange, 1048 N. Jefferson St. 
La Grange, TX 78945 or on-
line at www.hospicebrazosval-
ley.org.

Family and friends can 
view and sign the guestbook 
online at www.lagrangefuner-
als.com.

Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Koenig-Belvill Funeral Home 
& Cremations in La Grange. 

Muske
Lore Maria Weber Muske 

passed away on Friday, June 
23, 2023 at the age of 100. 

She was born on July 30, 
1922, on a farm near Shelby, 
the 8th  of 11 children born to 
Fred and Laura Seibert Weber. 
She was baptized in the Chris-
tian faith at St. Paul Lutheran, 
Shelby, and was later con-
firmed at St. Paul Lutheran. 
Her early schooling was at 
Nassau Country School. On 
Oct. 15, 1944, she married 
Harry Muske at St. John Lu-
theran Church in Warrenton. 
They spent their married life 
farming. In 1974, she and Har-
ry retired to Carmine. Harry 
passed away on Feb. 22, 1980. 
In 2018, she could no longer 
live alone and spent the last 5 
years at Care Inn, La Grange.

Lore lived a simple life. Her 
joys in life included gardening 
and canning as well as tending 
her flowers, especially roses. 
She always looked forward to 
the lovely patch of bluebonnets 
in her yard each year. Visiting 
with family and friends also 
brought her much joy. Nephew 
Clyde Muske and wife Delores 
were of great assistance and 
loving care in Lore’s later years 
as she lived alone as well as her 
years in the nursing facility. At 
Care Inn, her link to the out-

side world was her radio tuned 
loudly to the La Grange station 
for the daily news. In telephone 
conversations with her brothers 
Curvey and Fred, she would 
repeat almost verbatim every 
detail of the daily happenings. 
She also found great joy in the 
weekly bingo games and was 
so excited when she won.

Lore was preceded in death 
by her husband; parents; sis-
ters, Viola Muske (Louis), 
Delia Sacks (Dennis), Sadie 
Knutzen (Joe), Luetta Menn 
(Ernest), and Evelyn Fricke 
(Warren); brothers, Rawlin 
(Mary), Landus (Idella), and 
Floyd (LaVerl); sister-in-law, 
Vernell Weber; as well as 
nephews, Daniel, Clyde, and 
Howard Muske and niece, Su-
san Weber Kornfuehrer.

She is survived by her 
brothers, Fred of Austin and 
Curvey (Jean) of Fredericks-
burg. She is also survived by 
numerous nieces and nephews. 

Visitation will be held on 
Thursday, July 6, 2023 from 
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church of Shelby, 
6814 Skull Creek, Fayetteville. 
Family will receive friends at 
this time.

Funeral Services will 
follow at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church of Shelby at 11 a.m. 
Thursday, July 6, 2023. Burial 
will follow at Shelby Cem-
etery, 4923 FM 1457, Fayette-
ville.  

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be made 
to St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
6814 Skull Creek, Fayetteville, 
TX 78940.

Family and friends can 
view and sign the guestbook 
online at www.lagrangefuner-
als.com.

Funeral arrangements have 
been entrusted to Koenig-Bel-
vill Funeral Home & Crema-
tions in La Grange.

Animal
Shelter
Update

As of June 23, total intake 
for the Gardenia E. Janssen 
Animal Shelter is 820: 405 
dogs and 415 cats in need. As 
of June 23, the shelter has 108 
animals in care: 65 dogs/43 
cats. This number includes 
animals in the facility, in fos-
ter care for medical, waiting 
on available space, or await-
ing transport to rescue partner.  

Spay and neuter is the only 
way to manage the stray, un-
wanted dog and cat population 
in Fayette County. The shelter 
offers a discount voucher pro-
gram for the citizens of Fay-
ette County for the spay/neu-
ter of family pets. 

Call (979) 966-0021 for 
more information on this and 
the microchip special continu-
ing for the month of June.

Statistics for the week of 
June 17-23 includes:  

Intake: 27 
Adoptions: 23
Transferred to Rescue: 4
Return to Owner: 1
Humane Euthanasia: 3

La Grange Police 
Respond to Thefts, 
Disturbance Calls

La Grange Police Chief 
David Gilbreath reports on the 
following incidents his depart-
ment responded to during the 
week of June 4-10.

Theft

On June 4, Wostarek was 
dispatched to the 1000 block 
of Hwy. 159 in regard to a 
theft. 

On June 6, Officer Jeffrey 
Archerd was dispatched to the 
700 block of N. Washington in 
regard to a theft. 

On June 6, Curington 
spoke with a subject out of 
town about a theft that oc-
curred in La Grange. 

On June 7, Zwahr re-
sponded to a theft in the 1000 
block of St. Hwy 159. 

Disturbance 

On June 4, Officer John 
Wostarek was dispatched to 
the 200 block of Northpointe 
for a verbal disturbance.

On June 5, Keeney re-
sponded to the 400 block of E. 
Guadalupe in regard to a dis-
turbance. 

On June 5, Wostarek was 
dispatched to the 800 block of 
N. Jefferson in regard to a dis-
turbance. 

Assault 

On June 4, Officer Mitch-
ell Maxwell spoke with a sub-
ject in regard to an incident of 
assault family violence in the 
800 block of E. Guadalupe.

Animal Complaint 

On June 4, Maxwell spoke 
with subjects in regard to 
animal complaints in the 900 
block of Mode Lane. 

Accident 

On June 5, Officer Curtis 
Zwahr responded to the 2400 
block of W. State Hwy. 71 
business for an accident with 
no injuries. 

On June 6, Officer Thom-
as Keeney responded to the 
1500 block of N. Jefferson in 

regard to an auto accident. 
Civil Matter

On June 5, Officer Kevin 
Currington arrived to the 500 
block of W. Lafayette and 
stood by while subject picked 
up kids. 

Missing Child 

On June 4, Maxwell spoke 
with a caller in regard to a 
missing child in the 800 block 
of  E. Guadalupe. 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle

On June 5, Wostarek was 
dispatched to the 600 block of 
Ellinger Road in regard to a 
suspicious person. 

On June 5, Zwahr spoke 
with subject in the 200 block 
of E. Eblin in regard to a sus-
picious vehicle.

Miscellaneous 

On June 7, Zwahr spoke 
with a subject at S. Reynolds 
and E. Morris in regard to a 
complaint. 

On June 6, Sgt. Travis An-
derson spoke with complain-
ant about a lost passport in the 
100 block of E. Cedar. 

On June 6, Zwahr spoke 
with a subject in regard to ve-
hicle towing in the 1000 block 
of N. Von Minden.

On June 7, Wostarek was 
dispatched to the 500 block 
of W. Lowerline in regard to 
loud music. Upon arrival of-
ficer could not locate the loud 
music.

By DAVID GILBREATH
La Grange Police Chief

Police
Report

www.funeralhome.com
www.als.com
www.ley.org
www.als.com
www.als.com
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Activities begin at Round Top Town Square at 10 a.m.
Cannon goes off at 10:30 a.m. to signal the start of the parade.

Following the parade, the Round Top Rifle Association 
will be having BBQ Chicken and Sausage Plates with potatoes and 

coleslaw for dine-in, to-go or drive thru. BBQ Brisket, Pork, Chicken and 
Sausage sold at the pit by pre-order.

Entertainment includes Cool Freddie E and the Crew starting at 11:30, along with 
the Round Top Brass Band throughout the afternoon until 3:00.

For more info visit www.roundtoprifle.com and on FaceBook!

reflected in the liability limits being set too low or high, 

American Muffler Shop in La Grange, Texas has provided quality 
mufflers and exhaust systems to Fayette and surrounding counties for 
over 40 years. Owned by , American Muffler Shop 

metal fabrication.

• Performance exhaust systems, including Flowmaster, Cherry Bomb, Magnaflow, and more

www.americanmufflertexas.com

Second Chance Emporium (SCE) recently donated $6,000 to the Fayette Community Foundation for the 
Alliance for College and Career Student Success (ACCSS) program at Blinn College.  Monies donated 
will be used for the ACCSS dual credit scholarship program for Fayette County students in need. The 
mission of the organization is to collaborate as a partnership with rural public-school districts and 
institutions of higher education to provide academic and career resources, guidance and support nec-
essary for students to complete a post-secondary or workforce career credential.  Pictured from left to 
right:  Gayle Schielack, SCE Store Director and Susie Shank, ACCSS Director.

Second Chance Emporium (SCE) recently donated $25,000 to the Flatonia ISD Education Founda-
tion. Monies donated will fund Flatonia ISD teacher grants for the purchase of products and programs 
outside of the annual school budget. The Flatonia ISD Education Foundation provides resources that 
support innovative teaching and learning opportunities for students. Pictured from left to right: Gay-
le Schielack, SCE Store Director;  Amber Carruthers, Foundation President;  Gayla Ehler, Foundation 
Board Member; and Val Butcher, Foundation Board Member.

Second Chance Emporium (SCE) recently donated $1,000 to the La 
Grange Chapter of War on Drugs - Projection Graduation. Monies 
donated helped to fund an overnight bus trip for La Grange High 
School graduating seniors to a state university’s recreational facil-
ity. This trip included a drug-free graduation celebration in a safe 
environment for those who attended. Prizes and food were included 
throughout this fun night of celebration. Pictured from left to right:  
Gayle Schielack, SCE Store Director, and John Pineda, La Grange 
High School Principal.

Second Chance Emporium (SCE) recently donated $4,590 to the Stanzel Family Foundation, Inc. for 
Parents as Teachers (PAT).  Monies donated will support training and certifi cation costs for personnel 
to service twenty-fi ve additional families in Fayette County.  The grant will also be used to purchase 
two Ages & Stages screening totes.  Parents as Teachers provide information and support for parents 
to help children develop optimally during their early years.  Pictured from left to right: Josue Rivas, 
Schulenburg-Weimar Area PAT Development Director; Gayle Schielack, SCE Store Director;  Sherise 
Davis, Schulenburg-Weimar Area PAT Parent Educator.

Second Chance Emporium (SCE) recently donated $1,300 to the Schulenburg American Legion Post No. 
143. Monies donated will be used as part of the Memorial Day fund to provide fl ags for over 1,100 graves 
at various cemeteries in the Schulenburg area. The American Legion Post No. 143 supports veterans 
and their families in many ways, which includes funeral honors and placing fl ags on veteran’s graves. 
Pictured from left to right: Gayle Schielack, SCE Store Director;  Ed Semler, Post No. 143 1st Vice Com-
mander; Bob Heinrich, Post No. 143 Commander; and Willy Schmidt, Post No. 143 Finance Offi  cer.

Second Chance Makes Donations to Local Non-Profits

Alyssa Jade Otto of Schul-
enburg graduated Magna 
Cum Laude with Department 
Honors from Texas A&M 
University’s College of Ag-
riculture and Life Sciences 
in College Station on May 
11. Her bachelor of science 
degree is in animal sci-
ence.  While at Texas A&M 
she was a member of Texas 
Aggie Cattlewomen and 
Saddle & Sirloin Club. Alyssa 
completed internships at P 
Bar Whitetails in Bullard in 
the summer of 2021 and at 
Deseret Cattle & Timber in 
Wewahitchka, Fla. in the fall 
of 2022.  She will matriculate 
into the Texas A&M College 
of Veterinary Medicine this 
fall to pursue her DVM. Otto 
is a 2019 valedictorian grad-
uate from Schulenburg High 
School. She is the daughter 
of Keith and Stacy Otto of 
Schulenburg, granddaughter 
of Harvey and Gloria Oeding 
of La Grange, the late Nolan 
L. Bruns Jr. of Schulenburg, 
Barbara Otto of Shiner, and 
the late Kenneth R. Otto of 
Shiner.

Alyssa Otto Graduates from A&M

www.lagrangetxinsurance.com
www.roundtoprifle.com

