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WATCH

This Week’s Forecast

  High Low

Friday:  59 34

 Sunny

Saturday: 66 42

 Partly cloudy

Sunday: 73 62

 Partly cloudy

Monday: 82 64 

 50% chance of rain

INSIDE TODAY

Sports ......................... Page B1

Weekend ..................... Page C1

Classifieds ...............Page C2-4

Public Notices ............ Page C4

Opinion ....................... Page D1

Crossword .................. Page D2

Obituaries ................... Page D3

This news-

paper is re-

cyclable. Do 

your part to 

protect our 

future.

INSIDEINSIDE

Copyright 2022,

The Fayette County Record, Inc.

La Grange, Texas 78945 Volume 100, Number 31 One Dollar per Copy

Burn Ban In EffectBurn Ban In Effect

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2022

Texas’ LargesT and BesT semi-WeekLy neWspaper

Mobile Food Truck
The Central Texas Food 

Bank truck will be at Waldeck 
Lutheran Church  located at 
the Junction FM-1291 and 
FM-2145 on Friday,  Feb. 18 
from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. It 
will be drive-thru only and all 
clients are to remain in their 
vehicles. Someone will be 
there to direct traffic. Clients 
are advised to make room in-
side their car trunks and truck 
beds. Food boxes will be pre-
packaged and placed into each 
vehicle by volunteers. Health 
safety guidelines require vol-
unteers to wear facemasks and 
to social distance. Clients are 
urged to wear facemasks while 
in the drive-thru.

Texas Exes Dinner 
The Fayette County Chap-

ter of Texas Exes Annual Inde-
pendence Day Celebration and 
Dinner will be held Wednes-
day, March 2 at the Frisch 
Auf! Valley Country Club in 
La Grange. Social hour begins 
at 5:30 p.m. with the dinner at 
6:15 p.m. Please make your 
reservations with Don Jones 
by phone, (713) 962-8549 or 
email, don@donfjones.com  
Tickets are $50 per person and 
can be paid by Venmo (don@
donfjones.com) or Square or at 
the door. There will be a cash 
bar.  RSVP by Feb. 21. 

By ANDY BEHLEN

The Fayette County Record

La Grange Mayor Jan Dock-
ery signed a proclamation Mon-
day honoring Richard Schultze 
on his retirement as La Grange 
Municipal Judge. Dockery of-
ficially declared the date of Feb. 
14, 2022 as “Richard Schultze 
Day” in La Grange.

Schultze retired at the end of 
last year after 33 years as the city 
judge. Schultze’s retirement caps 
off an illustrious career not only 
as an attorney. Schultze is also 
a retired Lt. Colonel from the 
U.S. Army where he served as a 
Green Beret and paratrooper. 

Schultze has also been a 
member of the La Grange Main 
Street Committee. He even 
served as a tour guide once for 
former Texas Governor and U.S. 
President George W. Bush. 

As a member of First United 
Methodist Church, Schultze has 
served on many Kairos Prison 
Ministry retreats, where he 
served the spiritual needs of in-
carcerated men, women, youth 
and their families.

“On behalf of the entire City 
Council, I want to express my 
sincere appreciation to Richard 
for his exceptional service to 
our community, our incarcerat-
ed seeking God’s word and our 
citizens of La Grange,” Dockery 
said. “I wish him much happi-
ness and success as he begins 
this next chapter in his life.”

The La Grange City Council 
honored Schultze with a recep-
tion before the City Council 
meeting Monday, Feb. 14. The 
reception was well-attended by 
many of Schultze’s friends, fam-
ily and colleagues.

La Grange Mayor Jan Dockery (right) signed a proclamation Mon-

day honoring Richard Schultze (left) on his retirement as Municipal 

Judge.         Photo by Andy Behlen

By ANDY BEHLEN

The Fayette County Record

The La Grange City Coun-
cil unanimously approved the 
first reading of an ordinance on 
the annexation of the Hope Hill 
neighborhood, which was built 
for local victims of the 2017 Hur-
ricane Harvey Flood.

The Council held a public 
hearing on the annexation. Two 
residents of the neighborhood 
attended the hearing, but no one 
spoke either in favor of or against 
the proposal. Back when plans 
for the neighborhood were first 
announced, the discussions at 

The annual Valentine’s Day Party was held for the residents at Jefferson Place assisted living facility in 

La Grange. Shown above are the Valentine’s King and Queen, Mike Anders (second year in a row) and 

Grace Robilio. 

By JEFF WICK
The Fayette County Record

A barbeque pit on a porch 
is believed to have sparked a 
fire Tuesday night that gutted 
a house at 4588 State Highway 
159 across from Windy Hill 
Lane outside La Grange.

La Grange fire chief Frank 
Menefee said a 911 call came 
in at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday about 
the fire and by the time he ar-
rived three-quarters of the front 
of the cabin-style home owned 
by Tony Van Wisse was already 
burning.

Firefighters from La Grange 

and Fayetteville battled the fire 
and Fayette County Sheriff’s 
Department and EMS were also 
at the scene.

Authorities did not clear the 
scene until 11:58 p.m. 

That was one of a number of 
fires this week for the La Grange 
fire department. 

Monday, about eight acres 
burned near the intersection 
of Munke Road and Bohuslav 
Road in the Ammannsville area 
when a trash fire was spread by 

the wind and caught an adjacent 
pasture on fire.

Wednesday carbon build up 
on a oil well flare off Morgan 
Road caught adjacent grass on 
fire and it spread to a brush pile.

The fire was quickly put out 
by the La Grange fire depart-
ment but their truck got stuck in 
the mud.

That scene underscores the 
unusual situation Fayette Coun-
ty is facing. The ground is wet 
from recent rain, but dead veg-
etation frozen over the winter is 
still very dry, and a significant 
fire danger.  

By ANDY BEHLEN

The Fayette County Record

The capital murder trial 
against Billy Polasek of La 
Grange began on Monday, Feb. 
14. The trial is expected to last 
two weeks.

Day one started with open-
ing remarks from the prosecu-
tion and defense. Polasek, 39 of 
La Grange, was initially indicted 
back in October 2016 for felony 

injury to a child. That child was 
seven-month-old Logan Atkins 
of La Grange, who died on July 
4, 2016. Polasek was reindicted 
for capital murder in 2020. Au-
thorities have never said what 
happened before the trial began. 

The State, represented by 
Joshua Somer and Andrew 
Roundtree of the Texas Office of 
the Attorney General, argue that 
Polasek caused Atkins’ death. 

The indictments state that Atkins 
died by blunt force trauma to the 
head by some unknown object. 
Candace Clay, lead attorney for 
the defense, argues that Atkins’ 
death was an accident.

“The real question is, why 
are we here?” Clay told the Re-
cord on Tuesday. 

Clay is being assisted by 
three other attorneys: Leonard 
Martinez, Addy Miro and An-

gelica Cogliano.
Witnesses who testified on 

Monday include Robert Gu-
lash, the DPS State Trooper who 
pulled over Polasek on the morn-
ing of July 4, 2016, while Polas-
ek rushed Atkins to the emergen-
cy room at St. Mark’s Hospital; 
Fayette County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Mark Bennett, who initially in-
vestigated the death; an EMS 
who attempted to treat Atkins 

during the traffic stop; and Texas 
Ranger Brent Barina, who later 
headed up the investigation.

The jury heard interviews 
with Polasek in which he said 
Atkin’s mother, Nicole Lambert, 
dropped the child off at Polasek’s 
home near Rutersville around 
midnight the night before, July 
3. Polasek, who is not the father, 
told investigators that he gave 

Capital Murder Trial Begins in Death of Infant Logan Atkins

Richard Schulze Day is 
Proclaimed in La Grange 

Barbeque Pit Suspected Cause of Fire 

Valentine’s Day Royalty 

By JEFF WICK

The Fayette County Record

Dubina has long been an in-
formal pilgrimage site.

Now it’s officially one.
In front of a packed congre-

gation Monday at Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius Catholic Church, 
including at least seven priests, 
students from St. Micheal’s 
School, and others from all 
across the state, Bishop Brendan 
J. Cahill officially designated 
the church as a Diocesan Shrine 

“to which the faithful may come 
in pilgrimage.”

Cahill said it was the first 
such designation he has made 
since he became Bishop of the 
Diocese of Victoria in 2015.

As he read the official des-
ignation document to the con-
gregation Monday Cahill said 
“spiritual benefits would be 
granted to the faithful who make 
a pilgrimage to this shrine” in-
cluding plenary indulgences 

This house fire was sparked Tuesday night.           Photo by Fayette Co. Emergency Management

Hope Hill Annexation No Longer a 
Controversial Issue –Apparently

Dubina Church Designated “Diocesan Shrine,” Pilgrimage Site

Burn Ban Enacted!Burn Ban Enacted!

 Full Story, Page B4 today 

See Trial, Page A6

See LG Council, Page A6

See Dubina, Page A6

Bishop Brendan J. Cahill talks to the congregation Monday as he 

stands next to a painting of Sts. Cyril and Methodius. 

Faithful packed the beautiful Sts. Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church in Dubina Monday as the church 

was officially dedicated a Diocesan Shrine.           Photos by Jeff Wick   

Great Scott!
LG sophomore nails 

game-winning shot at the 
buzzer.

See Sports, Page B1
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Fayette county is my forever home and I have lived here most of my adult life with my wife and 3 daughters, who

were all born as Fayette County natives. My only son is buried in Fayette County, and one day I will be buried here

Senior Captain with the Houston Fire Department, retiring in 2022

Chair of the Workforce Commission for Rural Texas Coalition

Member of the Homeland Security Task Force and Regional Intelligence Center

Active in 4H, FFA, church activities, medical mission trips all over the globe, board member of the Gardenia E. Janssen

Animal Shelter, auxiliary member of the Fayette County Republican Women

Recipient of the Daughters of the American Revolution Community Service Award, Recognized by Congressman Mike

McCaul for supporting law enforcement, recognized by State Representative Ben Leman for outstanding pandemic

response

I am Fayette County's current Chief of Emergency Management and Homeland Security. You have

trusted me to get through the ice storm, floods, and the pandemic, and now I am asking for your

vote to lead the county as your county judge. Here is a little more about me:

Warmly,

Please visit my interactive Facebook page where you can engage in discussion of issues that are important to you.
You will also find more about me and my plans for the county on my website.

If you believe that I am the most qualified to lead our county, please sign up to help me accomplish that goal.

Monday, February 21: 

Tuesday, February 22:

Wednesday, February 23: 

Thursday, February 24:

Friday, February 25: 

Saturday, February 26: CLOSED

BREAKFAST: M-F 6:30-10 am; SUN 7-10 am
LUNCH: M-F 10:30 am - 2 pm

EVENINGS: Thurs. & Fri. 5-8 pm w/ Grill
GRILL INCLUDES HAMBURGERS & SUCH

SUNDAY: 11 am - 2 pm

Sunday, February 27: 

BAKED POTATOES ALL DAY!

KING RANCH CHICKEN

CHICKEN FRIED CHICKEN BREAST

FRIED PORK CHOPS

BAKED POTATOES ALL DAY!

FRIED FISH W/ HUSHPUPPIES
OR HAMBURGER STEAK

CHICKEN FRIED STEAK

SMOTHERED STEAK
OR FRIED CHICKEN

SPONSORS: BROWN DISTRIBUTING – BUD LIGHT, ERIC LEHMANN – FINANCIAL PLANNING – 979-338-9998,

FAYETTE MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME, NATIONAL BANK & TRUST, OVIEDO CHEVROLET, GMC, CHRYSLER, JEEP & DODGE 

sdwigans@yahoo.com

Owners - Jimmy and Sandy Dwigans

Tree Removal � Pruning & Trimming � Stump Grinding
Tree Planting � Diagnosis & Consultation � Other Tree Services

TDA Licensed For Insect And Disease Control

Tree Service Professionals of La Grange
CTL TREE SERVICE
Serving Fayette & Surrounding Counties � 25 Years Experience

979.732.7237  979.732.7198

The La Grange Noon Lions 
Club has caught the La Grange 
Police Department doing a 
great job keeping the commu-
nity safe.  Thursday, Lion Craig 
Moreau, Lion David Wagner, 
and Lions Sam and Diana Wil-
son presented Lion Chief Da-
vid Gilbreath with 18 vouch-
ers, each worth $20 at any one 
of six local eateries to show 
our appreciation for a job well 
done.  The six local eateries, 
including Latte on the Square, 
Hank’s Express, Jay Dee’z 
Sports Grill, Reba’s Deli and 
Pizzeria, Sealand Seafood and 
Steaks, and Texas One Stop 
of La Grange, all joined in to 
show their appreciation agree-
ing to accept the vouchers dur-
ing the month of February.

According to FBI data re-
leased in September of 2021, 
assaults, violent crime, bur-
glary and vehicle theft in La 
Grange were all below both 
the Texas and national average. 
There were only 110 reported 
incidents for the year.  And 
with 18 officers and staff, they 
keep the city safer with fewer 
officers coming in 29.9% be-
low than Texas average and 
35.2% less than the national 
average in officer count.

Chief Gilbreath has two in-
vestigators, two sergeants, two 

school resource officers, seven 
patrol officers, and an animal 
control officer. And the office 
is supported by three excellent 
staff members. And while these 
men and women help with tra-
ditional law enforcement ac-
tivities, many of which have 
the potential of putting them in 
harm’s way every day, they also 
promote bicycle registration, 
the citizens police academy, 
operation identification, a vol-
unteer chaplain program, and 
neighborhood watch. They also 
provide a range of community 
services including homeown-
ers’ insurance reduction in-
spections, security surveys, 
and they frequently speak on 
safety and security at business-
es, schools, churches, service 
organizations.  

Across the nation there is a 
lot of media attention focused 
on police, good and bad.  Resi-
dents are very fortunate to live 
right here in Texas, in Fayette 
County, in La Grange, on the 
banks of the lazy Colorado 
River where we have a great 
police department, and life is 
grand. The community thanks 
all the members of the La 
Grange Police Department for 
all they do keeping the commu-
nity safe and secure.

The La Grange Noon Li-

ons Club was founded in 1928 
with a mission quite simply... 
To Serve. If you are interested 
in learning more about how we 
serve our community, or are in-
terested in becoming a member 
of the club, contact Lion Sam 
Wilson at sam@offln.com.

La Grange Noon Lions Present 
Vouchers to Law Enforcement 

Lions Diana Wilson, Craig Moreau, and David Wagner present appreciation vouchers to Chief David 

Gilbreath, also a Lions Member.

Local high school seniors of 
Czech descent are encouraged 
to apply for two scholarships. 

The first is the Victor Peter 
High School Scholarship spon-
sored by the Czech Heritage So-
ciety of Texas. 

Information and application 
are found at: Czechheritage-
Texas.org. Applications must be 
postmarked by Feb. 28. 

The second is a $500 schol-
arship sponsored by the Fayette 
County Chapter of the Czech 
Heritage Society of Texas. All 
area high school counseling of-
fices have additional informa-
tion and applications. The appli-
cation deadline is March 11.

Czech Heritage Society Encourages 
Seniors to Apply for Scholarships 

Pictured is 2021 Fayette County 

Czech Heritage Scholarship re-

cipient, Julie Gail Guentert, of 

Schulenberg High School.

Seminar at La Grange Church of Christ 
La Grange Church of Christ is hosting a seminar with John 

Dobbs from Monroe, La. on following Jesus through life’s storms. 
The seminar will focus on what God has to say to us when life is 
difficult. The Sunday evening session will specifically focus on grief 
and loss of a loved one. The seminar is free and open to the public. 
John will be speaking at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., and 6 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 
20 and 6:30 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 21.

City of La Grange Holiday Hours 
La Grange City offices will be closed Monday, Feb. 21 in obser-

vance of Presidents’ Day. Waste Management will be working their 
normal garbage schedule. If you need additional information, call 
(979) 968-3127.

Hermann Sons Life Meeting 
The Ellinger Hermann Sons Life Lodge will meet on Monday, 

Feb. 21 at the Ellinger Fire Station at 6 p.m.

Guest Speaker at Winedale 
Join Winedale on Tuesday, Feb. 22 at 12 noon for a special book 

talk with legendary newsman (and Briscoe Center advisory council 
member) Neal Spelce. He will discuss his recent memoir, “With the 
Bark Off,” and his time working with LBJ in the White House. Neal’s 
book was published by the center and is distributed by University of 
Texas Press.

La Grange Garden Club Meeting
The La Grange Garden Club will meet at the Randolph Recrea-

tion Center located at 653 East Pearl St. at 2 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 
24. This month’s program, entitled “Herbs for Everyone” will be pre-
sented by Phoebe Lake. She will provide information on growing 
and using a variety of herbs and will also have a variety of fresh herbs 
available for purchase. Everyone is invited to attend and new mem-
bers are always welcome. For more information, call club president 
Pwennie Lee at (713) 254-1132.

LG Optimist Soccer Registration 
The La Grange Optimist Club Spring Soccer registration is open 

to boys and girls ages four years old through 8th grade. Cost is $50. 
Deadline is March 11. Registration forms can be picked up and re-
turned at Texas One Stop or Hengst Printing. Online registration is 
available at www.leaguelineup.com/optimistsports. For more infor-
mation, text Misty at (979) 639-1551.

Fayette Co. Libertarian Party Meeting 
The Fayette County Libertarian Party will meet Monday, Feb. 21,

at 6:30 p.m. at the Swiss Alp Farm Bureau Hall. County Judge Can-
didate Will Martin will be present to meet voters. 

On Feb. 10, the Fayette County volunteers with the Texas Ramp 

Project built this 48 ft. ramp on TX-159 in La Grange.

Texas Ramp Builds 48 Ft. Ramp

La Grange Weather Report

Week’s high Feb. 11...............................................................77 Degrees

Week’s min. high Feb. 11.......................................................49 Degrees

Week’s low Feb. 12.................................................................26 Degrees

Year low Feb. 3........................................................................21 Degrees

Year high Jan. 1.......................................................................84 Degrees

Rainfall for week....................................................................0.00 Inches

Rainfall for year......................................................................4.50 Inches

Rainfall to date-2021...............................................................2.71 Inches

Rainfall to date-2020..............................................................3.45 Inches

Rainfall to date-2019..............................................................4.17 Inches

Average annual rainfall.........................................................40.23 Inches

Week Ending February 12

www.hanks-express.com
www.leaguelineup.com/optimistsports
www.lepetitegourmetshoppe.com
www.moreau22.com
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16 years ago, I made some very poor 

decisions, which resulted in my arrest 

and placement in the Fayette County 

Jail. The next day, while in jail, a Justice of 

the Peace told me I was a peace of _________. 

He told me I was going to stay in jail and 

that I was not fit to breathe air. 

A friend of mine, Noel “Peanut” Tiedt 

knew I was in trouble, so he contacted 

another Justice of the Peace. His name 

was Dan Mueller. 

Justice of the Peace Dan Mueller got 

me out of jail. He was stern, but 

compassionate. He told me that I had to 

face the consequences of my actions and 

that I would have to pay my debt to 

society. But he also urged me to get help. 

He encouraged me to turn my life 

around. And I did just that. 

Today, I am a local business owner, a 

landowner, and an active member in our 

county society. Dan Mueller’s actions 

were the actions of a leader. He had faith 

in me 16 years ago and I have faith in him 

today.

I hope you join me in voting for Dan 

Mueller.
Political Ad Paid for by Michael Schlabach

(361) 772-0084

Wood, metal, and glass art  Specialty food items

Barbecue tools and knives  Live plants

Furniture and home décor  Jewelry and purses

Feb. 19
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Rain or Shine

Liberty Matters - Believe
Elect William Bernsen for County Judge

 Mr. Scott Armstrong

 of La Grange says...

 "...His familiarity with both

 U.S. & Texas law is IMPRESSIVE.

 He attributes...that knowledge to his

 work as a surveyor...  However…

 I've [concluded it's because] he's

INTERESTED in it and LOVES it.

It's obvious…he's a STUDENT of HISTORY and…LAW.

[Why?]…he loves this country…It's clear…he is a man of

INTEGRITY and PRINCIPLE.  To him, the law is the

law...not to be bent or distorted…to accommodate friends,

relatives or neighbors…[no] looking the other way.

Are those in government subject to the same laws as we

citizens are?...If…yes…then your vote for the next County

Judge must be for William Bernsen."

The endorsement is NOT paid. Paid pol ad by the William Bernsen Campaign

Liberty Breeds Prosperity - www.WilliamForLiberty.com

Readers are Leaders!Readers are Leaders!
Call (979) 968-3155 to Subscribe Today.

Winedale’s upcoming quilt 
show, “Connecting Threads: 
New Acquisitions in the 
Winedale Quilt Collection,” will 
be open the weekends of Feb. 
18-20 and Feb. 25-27. In this 
exhibition, five new acquisitions 
engage in conversation with pre-
viously acquired pieces from the 
Winedale Quilt Collection. Con-
tact Tricia Blakistone at tricia.
blakistone@austin.utexas.edu 
for more information.

School Holiday
Round Top-Carmine ISD 

students have a holiday Monday, 
Feb. 21. For more information 
about the school, you may contact 
the Elementary campus at (979) 
249-3200, or the High School 
campus at (979) 966-6118.

Book Talk
Also at Winedale on Tues-

day, Feb. 22 at 12 p.m., there will 
be a special book talk with leg-
endary newsman (and Briscoe 
Center advisory council mem-
ber) Neal Spelce. He will discuss 
his recent memoir, “With the 
Bark Off,” and his time working 
with LBJ in the White House. 
Neal’s book was published by 
the center and is distributed by 
University of Texas Press. Con-
tact Tricia Blakistone at  tricia.
blakistone@austin.utexas.edu 
for more information.

Garage Sale Fundraiser 
The Round Top Historical 

Society’s annual Garage Sale 
fundraiser continues, Saturday, 
Feb. 19 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday, Feb. 20 from 10 a.m. to  
4 p.m. Household goods, furni-
ture, antiques, decorative items, 
glassware and more will be 
available at the campus behind 
the Round Top Post Office lo-
cated at 397 E. Mill Street. For 
more information, contact Rose 
Diers at (713) 376-9454 or (281) 
610-8274.

St. Cecelia’s Episcopal Church
St. Cecelia’s Round Top 

Episcopal Church holds servic-
es with Father Bill Miller Sun-

days at 10:45 a.m. in the historic 
Haw Creek Chapel in Henkel 
Square. Music is provided by 
Joey McGee. 

St. Martin’s Catholic Church
St. Martin’s Catholic Church 

in Warrenton holds service on 
the second Tuesday of the month 
for the intentions left on the al-
tar. View the bulletin online at 
stjohnfayetteville.com for more 
information.

Round Top Christian Fellowship
Round Top Christian Fel-

lowship Church holds service 
at 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion, please visit their website at 
www.roundtopchurch.org.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

holds services with Pastor John 
David Nedbalek Sundays at 
9:30. a.m. Confirmation class is 
held Wednesdays at 4:15 p.m. 

Sewing Circle meets Tues-
day, Feb. 15 at 9 a.m. Rug Hook-
ers will meet Saturday, Feb. 26 
at 10 a.m.

City of Refuge Church 
The City of Refuge Church 

on Hwy. 237 in Round Top 
holds bible study on Sunday 
mornings at 10 a.m. followed 
by church service at 11 a.m. For 
more information visit their Fa-
cebook page at facebook.com/
cityofrefugeHC.

St. Paul Lutheran - Shelby 
St. Paul Lutheran Church in 

Shelby holds Worship service at 
8 a.m., followed by fellowship, 
coffee, and Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. Game day is the first 

and third Wednesday of each 
month at 2 p.m. 

Monday Night Social
The Round Top Rifle Hall 

Monday Night Social takes place 
the first through fourth Monday 
of each month. All proceeds 
benefit the continued improve-
ment of the RTRA. For more in-
formation about the Rifle Hall or 
to book it for upcoming events, 
visit roundtoprifle.com. 

Round Top Family Library
Round Top Family Library 

is open Monday to Friday from 
1:30 to 5:30 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Arts After School is held 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
3:30 to 5 p.m. for 4th-6th grades. 

The After School Kids Gar-
den Jr. Master Gardener meets 
Wednesdays from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
for 4th-6th grades. 

Chess Club for adults and 
children ages 7 and up meets on 
Wednesdays from 3:40 to 4:45 
p.m. This club includes free 
chess instruction. 

Adult Yoga meets Mondays 
at 5 p.m. 

A healthy cooking class will 
be held Saturday, Feb. 19 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Please email 
or call the library to sign up. An 
iPhone class will be held Feb. 
28 from 2-4 p.m. This is a basic 
class for iPhone beginners. 

For more information about 
the library or any of these class-
es, call (979) 249-2700, or visit 
ilovetoread.org. 

Hermann Sons Life
Hermann Sons Life’s next 

meeting will be Feb. 24. There 
will be no meeting in March due 
to the antique show.

Birthdays
Happy birthday wishes go 

out to Katie Kovar, Christo-
pher Simpson-Feb. 20; William 
Noak; Tommy Burger -  23.

Have News? 
Send any news or notices 

you wish to have announced to 
Kyla@roundtoprealestate.com.

By KYLA GOEBEL
Round Top News Correspondent

ROUND TOP

News

A special meeting of the city 
council was called by council 
members on Monday, Feb. 7 
concerning the repaving of Fay-
etteville streets by the county.

Our costs for the upcoming 
election would have been drasti-
cally reduced if the city council 
had voted in the meeting to par-
ticipate with Fayette County in 
the joint election.

Note the new hours for our 
city offices: Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. If 
you need to make a water pay-
ment when the office is closed, 
there is a drop box by the front 
door of city hall.

The next city council meet-
ing is Monday, Feb. 21 at 7 p.m.

If you choose to vote in the 
General Democrat and Repub-
lican Joint Primary Election 
on Tuesday, March 1, polling 
places and times are listed here: 
https://www.co.fayette.tx.us/up-
load/page/1737/2022/signed_
notice_of_election.pdf
Public Safety 

The response zone for the 
Fayetteville Volunteer Fire 
Department covers 72 square 
miles, serving a population of 
1,271. Officers for 2022 are Fire 
Chief Randy Noviske and Assis-
tant Fire Chief Rodney Sladek. 
Captains include Shawn Faldyn, 
Damon Faldyn, Dusty Walcik, 
Kenneth Chovanec and Brad 

Neville. Ricky Kovar serves as 
president. The vice-president 
is Vince Orsak and secretary/
treasurer is Bill Herrington.

Chief Noviske wishes to re-
mind citizens to please post 911 
addresses so when an emergen-
cy occurs, first responders will 
be able to locate your address. 
911 signs may be purchased 
at the county judge’s office for 
$15.

Calls for January included 
one structure fire, three residen-
tial fire alarm calls, two assist 
EMS first responder calls and 
two grass fires.
Fundraiser

Proceeds from the Musical 
Monday event at The Wine Bar 
will support WindSync’s (wind 
quintet) Fine Art Assembly per-
formances in area schools. The 
event is Monday, March 7 from 
6 to 8 p.m. For reservations, 

contact Chef George at (979) 
716-6988. Cost is $65 per per-
son.
Food Pantry

Look for the Central Texas 
Mobile Food Pantry to be at the 
Waldeck Lutheran Church this 
Friday, Feb. 18 from 10 to 11 
a.m. Drive-thru only. Someone 
will direct traffic. Please remain 
in your car and make room in-
side your trunks or truck beds 
for the prepackaged food boxes. 
Volunteers will load you up. All 
clients and volunteers are re-
quired to wear facemasks and to 
social distance.
Birthday Wishes 

Happy Birthday wishes 
to: Kevin Kramr-19; Kathleen 
Kramr, Marilyn Kocurek, Tyler 
Goerig and Taylor Goerig-20; 
Jim Sula-22; Madeline Micha-
lec, Brady Noska-24.
Have news?

The deadline for sending 
news for this weekly column is 
every Sunday morning. Feel free 
to share what’s going on or com-
ing up in our small town. Lots of 
special events, family gatherings 
and celebrations, home projects, 
community, school, business 
and organization activities hap-
pen around here. If it’s special 
to you or someone you know in 
our community, feel free to text, 
call (713) 261-0786 or email 
newsinfayetteville@gmail.com.

Fayetteville City Council Update

By CINDY STEPHENS
Fayetteville News Correspondent

FAYETTEVILLE

News

Winedale Quilt Show Opens this Weekend

Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service of Fayette, Wash-
ington, Austin, and Colorado 
Counties are conducting an ur-
ban and homeowner soil test-
ing campaign Feb. 10 through 
March 4. All plants need ad-
equate amounts of nutrients to 
grow and flourish. Some plants 
have different soil requirements, 
for example, are you trying to 
produce vibrant flowers, an im-
maculate turf for yard of the 
month, or to grow the best pro-
duce in the county? A soil test 
can narrow down what is avail-

able to the plants you grow to 
make balanced fertilizer applica-
tions that will help them thrive.

Homeowners who wish to 
participant can pick up testing 
forms and soil sample bags at the 
following locations:

Fayette County Extension 
Service Office, 255 Svoboda Ln. 
Ste. 134, La Grange

Washington County Exten-
sion Service Office, 1305 E. 
Blue Bell Rd., Brenham

Colorado County Extension 
Service Office, 316 Spring St., 
Columbus

Austin County Extension 
Service Office, 800 East Wendt 
St. Bellville

Soil Testing
Two types of soil tests for 

ag producers will be offered at 
a reduced rate for this campaign.  
The routine analysis will cost $8 
which will tell you the pH, ni-
trogen, phosphorus, potassium, 
calcium, magnesium, sulfur, 
sodium, and conductivity of the 
soil sample.  The routine and 
micronutrient analysis will cost 
$15 per sample.  This will give 
you a reading of the levels of 

Urban and Homeowner Soil Testing 
Campaign Runs Through March 4

 Bluebonnet Electric Coop-
erative’s offices will be closed 
Monday, Feb. 21, in observance 
of Presidents’ Day. Bluebon-
net members can access their 
account information and make 
payments while the offices are 
closed through the co-op’s web-
site at bluebonnet.coop.

Bluebonnet members can re-
port power outages during Presi-
dents’ Day by calling 800-949-
4414, or through the co-op’s 
mobile app or website at blue-
bonnet.coop. Members enrolled 
in Bluebonnet’s Outage Alerts 
can report an outage by texting 
out to 85700. To enroll, text 
bboutage to 85700 from a mo-
bile phone or tablet and follow 
the prompts. Should an outage 
occur, Bluebonnet personnel 
will be on call during the holi-
day to restore power as quickly 
and safely as possible.

Bluebonnet Electric
Offi ces Closed 
President’s Day 

zinc, iron, copper, and manga-
nese, in addition to the elements 
analyzed in the routine sample.  
Soil samples may be brought 
to the Extension Office starting 
Feb. 10 through March 4 at 5 
p.m. The samples will be ana-
lyzed by the TAMU Soil, Water, 
and Forage Testing Laboratory 
in College Station. Results will 
be mailed to your home address.  

Soil testing probes are avail-
able at the Extension Office to 
assist with sample collections.

Deliver all samples to your 
County Extension Office by 5 
p.m. on March 4.  

Payment is required when 
you drop off your samples. 
Make checks payable to Multi-
County Ag Fund. Forms must 
be filled out completely in order 
to get the discounted rate. 

www.bluebonnet.coop
https://www.co.fayette.tx.us/up
www.hallettsvmillemarketdays.com
www.roundtoprifle.com
www.stjohnfayetteville.com
www.roundtopchurch.org
www.ilovetoread.org
www.facebook.com
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VOTE LORI BERGER 
for Fayette County Judge

Early Voting has started and it’s time to vote for 
the best candidate who will represent you and 
your family as Fayette County Judge. I want to 
be that person.
My years of experience serving Texans has given 

me the knowledge and dedication I will use to 
not just talk about leaving taxes the same, but 
reduce them using planning and common sense. 
My goal will always be to keep our families happy 
and safe.

Political Ad paid for by Campaign to Elect Lori Berger Fayette County Judge 

PO Box 527, Flatonia, TX 78941Lee Fritsch, treasurer

Political Ad Paid for by Brad Neville, Sharon Neville, Treasurer, 3135 East State Hwy. 159, Fayetteville, Texas 78940

• Fifth generation precinct #2 resident

• 15 years experience with The

• Fayette County Sheriff’s Department

• working daily with all the county JP’S

• 20 years experience with Fayetteville VFD 

REPUBLICAN PRIMARY

I will strive to keep the integrity of the office

with a honest, fair and unbiased approach.

Slab of Pork Ribs - $20
Chicken $10 • Sausage $7

Sunday, Feb. 27th

Leward Anders
& Sons, Inc.

Sand & Gravel Hauling

5904 Daniels Rd.

La Grange, Texas 78945

(979) 247-4360
Gary Anders

(979) 481-3610

Wayne Anders

(979) 481-3614

The Best in Custom

        Window Treatments!

• BLINDS
• SHADES
• SHUTTERS
• DRAPES
• & MORE!

FREE IN-HOME

CONSULTATION!

979.542.0700

Licensed & Insured

billsbarnlagrange.com

Build, Rebuild, Restore
& Create Custom Woodworking

& Welding Concepts

Home Inspection Report 
& Handyman Repairs

RV Upgrades

Licensed
& Insured

Mt. Calvary Lutheran 
Church and Preschool of La 
Grange had a very big week 
with much to be thankful for 
and many blessings to count. 
On Jan. 28, MCLC crossed her 
60th year in the proclamation of 
the Gospel. This celebration co-
incided with National Lutheran 
Schools Week (Jan. 24-28) and 
the preschool’s 100th Day of 
school (Jan. 27).

In church architecture, we 
should always see the numbers 
before our eyes as deliberate 
and pedagogical. The repeated 
features in church sanctuaries 
are generally done on purpose. 
They also serve to teach about 
the Christian faith, reminding 
us about something significant. 
Mt. Calvary’s new logo for this 
60 year milestone features two 
elements of our ecclesiastical 
architecture. The brickwork that 
flanks the cross in our sanctuary 
has a central column consisting 
of two independent bricks and a 
continuous column. This “three” 
is a Trinitarian symbol. The Trin-
ity is the core upon which eight 
horizontal bars hang. EIghts in 
the church are symbols of resur-
rection, recreation, new life in 
Christ, and baptism.

The theme of this year’s Na-
tional Lutheran Schools Week, 
“In All Things,” is a reminder 
that the Christian story encom-
passes all things. Nothing, and 
no one, is left out. Christ is the 
source of all life and the goal 
of all creation. Throughout the 
week, the Preschool children 
took the opportunity to wor-
ship Christ in all things–their 
baptism, creation, families, the 
church family, and the com-
munity–with different dress-up 
themes and activities.

In the middle of these cel-
ebrations, they also celebrated 
being in school for 100 days!

The children enjoyed special 
treats and activities revolving 
around the number 100.

Mt. Calvary Lutheran 
Church and Preschool contin-
ues to celebrate God’s faithful 
blessings in His ministry and 
hope in the certain blessings yet 
to come! Please join us for our 
worship service on Sundays at 9 
a.m. and Bible study at 10 a.m.

This is the image from the sanc-

tuary used to create the 60th 

Anniversary logo.

The new logo for Mt. Calvary 

Lutheran Church and Pre-

school.

Mrs. Leesa’s Turtle Class celebrated the love of Jesus during Na-

tional Lutheran Schools Week.

Mrs. Amber’s Bee class enjoyed a special 100 Day treat.

Mrs. Linda’s Llamas show off their pajamas for 100 day.

Mrs. Katrina’s Caterpillars and Mrs. Tiffany’s Fish celebrated God being everywhere around the com-

munity.

Blessings 
Abound at 
Mt. Calvary
Church celebrates 
60th anniversary, 
Preschool celebrates 
Lutheran Schools 
Week and 100th 
Day of School 

New Stop Sign to be
Installed in Carmine

Travelers be advised that the 
local Texas Dept of Transporta-
tion will be making a change to 
the signage at the intersection of 
SH 237 and SP 458 in Carmine 
to enhance the safety of this in-
tersection. Northbound traffic 
on SH 237 turning left onto Spur 
458 headed towards Carmine 
will now encounter a new Stop 
sign. In addition, a stop bar will 
be painted on the pavement to 
enhance the stop condition. The 
current Yield sign will be per-
manently removed and replaced 
with a Stop condition.

The sign change is planned 
for Tuesday, Feb. 22, depend-
ing on weather conditions. To 

make drivers aware of the new 
Stop Sign, TxDOT plans to use 
a changeable message sign to 
alert drivers of the upcoming 
change.

Important Things to Re-
member:

• Always come to a complete 
stop at the stop line. Rolling 
Stops are not acceptable.

• Make sure there is no on-
coming traffic from your left or 
right side before entering the in-
tersection and then proceed with 
caution.

• Avoid Distracted Driving 
so that you can give your full 
attention to driving and to the 
road.

Fayette County Sheriff Keith 
Korenek reports that Fayette 
County Deputies conducted 
several drug arrests over the 
weekend.

On Feb. 12, Deputy Jared 
Michalec stopped the driver 
of a vehicle traveling on State 
Hwy. 71 near Hatterman Ln.  
for speeding. During the inves-
tigation of the stop Michalec 
observed the odor of marijuana 
emitting from the vehicle. A 
search of the vehicle resulted 
in marijuana and prescription 
pills being located. Arrested 
and charged with possession of 
marijuana and a controlled sub-
stance was 34-year-old Jacob 
Spears of Austin.

On Feb. 12, Deputy Micha-
lec stopped another driver of a 
vehicle on State Hwy. 71 near 
Zapalac Rd. for an expired reg-
istration. During the investiga-
tion of the traffic stop a firearm 
was located in the vehicle and 

the driver admitted that THC 
wax was in the vehicle. A search 
of the vehicle resulted in THC 
wax and gummies being lo-
cated. Charged with possession 
of a controlled substance and 
unlawfully carrying of a weapon 
was 23-year-old Brodee Brow-
der of Florence. Also charged 
with possession of a controlled 
substance was a passenger in the 
vehicle, 21-year-old Dylan Al-
varado of Austin.

On Feb. 13,  Deputy Orlando 
Buitron stopped a driver of a ve-
hicle on State Hwy. 71 near the 
Busy B for defective equipment. 
The investigation during the 
stop resulted in the odor of mari-
juana emitting from the vehicle. 
A probable cause search of the 
vehicle resulted in THC wax, 
THC oil and marijuana being 
located in the vehicle. Charged 
with possession of a controlled 
substance was 19-year-old Ja-
cob Fitzpatrick of Austin.

Deputies Make Drug
Arrests Over Weekend 

The Fayette County Chap-
ter of Texas Exes Annual Inde-
pendence Day Celebration and 
Dinner will be held Wednesday, 
March 2 at the Frisch Auf! Val-
ley Country Club in La Grange. 
Social hour begins at 5:30 p.m. 
dinner at 6:15 p.m. 

The chapter is honored and 
delighted to have Dr. Jim Kear-
ney, a resident of Colorado 
County and member of the fac-
ulty of the University of Texas 
at Austin, as speaker. The topic 
and Dr. Kearney’s latest book is 

“Inside the Texas Revolution:  
The Enigmatic Memoir of Her-
man Ehrenberg”. Ehrenburg 
was a survivor of the Goliad 
massacre of 1836 and kept a di-
ary of his life during the Texas 
Revolution.  This book won the 
2021 Summerfield G. Roberts 
Award for the best book on the 
Republic of Texas.  This is the 
second time Dr. Kearney has 
won this award!

Make your reservations 
with Don Jones by phone, (713) 
962-8549 or email, don@don-

fjones.com. Tickets are $50 
per person and can be paid by 
Venmo (don@donfjones.com) 
or Square or at the door.  There 
will be a cash bar.  RSVP by 
Feb. 21.  

The Fayette County Chapter 
of the Texas Exes invites eve-
ryone to come and enjoy the 
event.  The mission of the chap-
ter is to provide scholarships 
for Fayette County high school 
graduates planning to attend the 
University of Texas at Austin.  
Hook ‘em!

Fayette County Texas Exes Chapter 
Independence Day Dinner March 2 

www.billsbarnlagrange.com
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MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE:
I am seeking the office of Fayette County 

Judge. I am serving as Justice of the Peace 

Pct. 4. I have held this position since I was 

first elected in 1994. I have been heard on 

KVLG KBUK in La Grange since 1977.

In this race for Fayette County Judge, one 

of my opponents has filed a complaint with 

the FCC which prohibits me from being on 

the radio.

Until the election is over, I will not be 

hosting the Old Music Program on 

Saturdays or Hymns of Hope on Sundays or 

any newscasts. After this campaign, win or 

lose, Lord willing, I will return to my 

regular radio schedule.

Political ad paid for by Dan Mueller Campaign, Gene Kruppa - Treasurer, La Grange, Texas

Dan Mueller

A Fayette County native with a common sense approach and 
a commitment to justice, honesty, fairness and low taxes.

27 years as Justice of the Peace Precinct 4, Fayette County

“Cherishing the Past - While Preparing for the Future”

Political ad paid for by Dan Mueller Campaign, Gene Kruppa - Treasurer, La Grange, Texas

PLEASE VOTE FOR✔

DAN
M

REPUBLICAN PRIMARY
https://www.VoteDanMueller.com

 VOTE FO VOTE FO

UELLER

FOR  Fayette County
Precinct #4 Commissioner

• Building Affordable, Long Lasting, Solid Roads!
• Purchasing and Upgrading County Buildings for Future Use!

• Experience in Working Through Natural Disasters!
• A Solid Voice for the Tax Payers!

• Common Sense Approach!

Proven Results for a Positive Future
Political Ad Paid for by Drew Brossmann Campaign, Campaign Treasurer Carrie Brossmann, 4091 Vivial Rd., Schulenburg, Texas.
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Paid Pol. Adv. for by Lucila Weishuhn, Treasurer, 5530 Waldeck Cemetery Rd., Round Top, TX 78954

“A Road Map Home: Leav-
ing a Life of Abuse, Entering 
a Life Full of Grace” is a new 
book by author Pam Johnston, 
a La Grange wife, mother, and 
grandmother who is serving 
as co-pastor alongside her lov-
ing husband at the Living Vine 
Christian Church.

Johnston shares, “‘A Road 
Map Home’ is a compelling sto-
ry of the actual heart-wrenching 
accounts of an abusive life suf-
fered for years in secret by the 
author and her sister. No one in 
their family ever knew of the 
horrific events that they both 
lived through for years. They 
lived in the same house, and they 
didn’t know what the other was 
going through until this book. 
The author shares with you the 
journeys of hopelessness and 
despair to a life filled with grace 
and a purpose. For anyone who 
has a story of their own, ‘A Road 
Map Home’ will encourage and 
enlighten your path of hope.”

Published by Christian Faith 
Publishing, Pam Johnston’s new 
book paints a dark and unset-
tling picture of what life is like 
for many who suffer at the hands 
of those that are meant to be pro-
tectors.

Johnston shares an emotion-
ally raw tale of the devastating 
effects of abuse and how one 
can find healing through God’s 
love.

Johnston has lived in La 
Grange since 2006, and she is 
also a financial Counselor at 

La Granges Pam Johnston with her book “A Road Map Home: Leav-

ing a Life of Abuse, Entering a Life Full of Grace”

Photo by Jeff Wick 

Baylor Scott and White in Br-
enham. 

“If anyone needs help reach 
out,” Johnston said. “If they 
need someone to talk to, they 
can contact me at  livingvineout-
reach@gmail.com.”

Consumers can purchase 
“A Road Map Home: Leaving 
a Life of Abuse, Entering a Life 
Full of Grace” at The Fayette 
County Record, or online at Am-
azon.com, Apple iTunes store, 
or Barnes and Noble.

La Grange’s Johnston Pens New 
Book About Overcoming Abuse

After spending five years 
bringing the arts to La Grange 
and Fayette County with full 
length plays, student workshops 
and productions, and participa-
tion in community events, the 
theatre group is excited to open 
a space of their own. “We are 
so happy to be able to offer in-
person ticket sales, workshops 
and open mic night events,” said 
Operations Manager Heather 
Barthelme. “If someone needs 
a space to offer music, art, or 
theater lessons, we have space to 
do that, too!”

FCCT held their grand open-
ing event Feb. 12.

“It was so exciting to have 
so many people come through 
our new space and learn about 
our plans for this year,” said 
Vice President of Productions 
Melissa Weltner. Season six will 
begin in earnest March 20-21, 
when FCCT holds auditions for 
the May 13-15 production of 
the hilarious comedy “The Play 
That Goes Wrong.” That play 
will be performed at the San-
ford Schmid Amphitheater on 
the grounds of the Texas Czech 
Heritage and Cultural Center. 

Fayette County Community Theatre
Box Office and Studio Opens in LG

Stop by and see what FCCT is up to at 120 S. Washington, La 

Grange, Tuesday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and by appoint-

ment.

The summer Middle School/
High School Workshop in June 
and the student production “Pe-
ter Pan and Wendy” in August 
will be held for the first time at 
the La Grange Performing Arts 
Center. “We’re looking forward 
to partnering with LGISD this 
summer,” said Barthelme. In 
November they will be back at 
TCHCC at the pavilion/round 
up hall for the classic play “The 
Great Gatsby.”

Throughout the year, FCCT 
has plans to hold open mic 
nights monthly every third 
Thursday beginning March 17, 

and monthly workshops teach-
ing stage make-up, costuming, 
public speaking and other art-
related topics. They will also 
continue to participate in com-
munity events such as Summer 
Movie Nights, Trick-or-Treat on 
the Square, and Schmeckenfest. 

“We are so glad to be able to 
participate in La Grange events 
from our own on-the-square 
location, and we are also look-
ing to branch out more into 
the county and get involved in 
Fayetteville, Schulenburg, Fla-
tonia and Round Top,” said Bar-
thelme. 

For reservations call Don Jones, 713-962-8549,
or email, don@donfjones.com

Tickets can be bought at the door.

Wednesday, March 2nd
Frisch Auf! Valley Country Club

All proceeds go to providing scholarships for
Fayette County high school graduates planning
to attend the University of Texas at Austin.

Social: 5:30 p.m. • Dinner: 6:15 p.m.
Silent Auction

Tickets: $50 per person

Fellowship, dinner and a talk by Dr. Jim Kearney, historian
and faculty member of The University of Texas at Austin.

A private applicators li-
cense is required by the state, 
to purchase restricted use pesti-
cides.  To obtain a license, it is 
mandatory to attend a pesticide 
applicator training and past a 
100-question test.  This course 
will teach participants proper 
procedures for applying pesti-
cides.  This is the training only.  
Testing procedures will be ex-
plained during the training.

A pesticide applicator train-
ing has been scheduled for Fri-
day, March 4. The training will 
be held at the Fayette County 
Agricultural Building, 255 Svo-
boda Ln. in La Grange. Regis-
tration will begin at 7:45 a.m. 
with the program beginning 
promptly at 8 a.m.

The cost of the program is 
$50 per person, and you must 
pre-register at the Fayette Coun-
ty Extension Office by March 1.  
The registration fee will cover 
the study manual, handouts, and 
refreshments.  

Please bring a pen and/or 
pencil and a simple calculator 
to aid with the training.  If you 
have any questions, please call 
the Extension Office at (979) 
968-5831. 

Private
Applicator 
Training
Scheduled 
March 4 

The Fayette County Fire-
fighter’s Association reports the 
following calls for the week of 
Feb. 6-12: 

Grass Fires - 12
Smoke Report - 1
Medical - 3
Accidents - 2
Electrical Fire - 1
Structure Fire - 1
Gas Leak/Odor - 1
Train Fire - 1

Fayette Fire Calls 

https://www.votedanmueller.com
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*See dealer for complete details.

YOU’LL LIKE

THE WAY WE

DO BUSINESS!

NO HAGGLES

NO GIMMICKS

NO TRICKS

• ORDER YOUR NEW VEHICLE NOW

Considering a vehicle purchase in the next months? If so-ORDER YOURS NOW!

Customer orders are givenHIGHER PRIORITY over dealer inventory deliveries.

 $1,000 BONUS CASH OFFER*  THE NEW FORD YOU WANT

 NO MARKET ADJUSTMENT  ALL FACTORY REBATES TO YOU
• YOU GET:

DO YOU HAVE A NICE,

LATE MODEL,

LOW MILEAGE VEHICLE?

CALL US TODAY
AND WE JUST MIGHT

MAKE AN OFFER!

2021 F-150 XLT

$45,280      
STK#F8862 • MSRP $46,280 • Retail Bonush Cash $1,000 

SALE

PRICE

+TT&L

2021 F-150 XLT

$54,070      
STK#F8876 • MSRP $55,070 • Retail Bonush Cash $1,000 

SALE

PRICE

+TT&L54,070      
STK#F8876 • MSRP $55,070 • Retail Bonush Cash $1,000 

45,280      
STK#F8862 • MSRP $46,280 • Retail Bonush Cash $1,000 

TIME TO GET AFTER IT, TEXAS.

Phillip Adamcik, Agent
420 W Travis Street Suite 102
La Grange, TX  78945
Bus: 979-968-3600
phillip.adamcik.f26r@statefarm.com
Mon-Fri 9:00AM-5:30PM
After Hour Appointments
Se habla Español

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Smile Aisledown the

DR. KARI BRAWLEY

110 N Washington St.
La Grange, TX 78945

979-968-5813

brawleydental.com
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My name is Blake Harbers, 
and I am pleased to announce 
that I am running for Place 1 on 
the LGISD School Board. 

I was part of the La Grange 
public school system from kin-
dergarten through high school. 
After graduating in 2013, I at-
tended Texas A&M University, 
earned a B.S. in Geology, and 
I’m currently employed as a hy-
drologist with LCRA.

La Grange is a community 
that means a great deal to me, 
I’m running for school board 
because I want to ensure that 
current students and future gen-
erations will have even more 
opportunities than I was blessed 
with. The current board would 
benefit from my optimism and 
experience from attending La 
Grange schools. In high school, I 

A number of local offices will be 
up for election in 2022 in the May 7 
municipal and school board elections 
(not to be confused with the county 
primaries March 1) . 

The Fayette County Record, as a 
service to readers, allows candidates 

for public office to run one free cam-
paign announcement, to let people 
know you are running, why you are 
running and a little about you. 

Please keep these to about 350 
words or less, and you may include a 
photo.

Please email these announce-
ments to editor Jeff Wick at: jeff@fay-
ettecountyrecord.com

We will accept these now through 
the end of March. Anything beyond 
this initial announcement  must be a 
paid political ad. 

About The Record’s Free Candidacy Announcements 

• Municipal and school board elections take place on Saturday, May 7. The first day for candidates to file for a place 
on the ballot was Wednesday, Jan. 19. The filing period ends at 5 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 18. Write-in candidates have until 
Wednesday, Feb. 22 to file for a place on the ballot.

was very active in athletics, UIL 
academics, and extra-curricular 
activities. I know firsthand how 

valuable these programs are, and 
I will make sure they remain top 
priorities for our school board, 
along with good governance, 
and hometown values.

There are a growing number 
of my peers and fellow young 
adults becoming the next gen-
eration of parents. 

Their children will attend 
LGISD, and I want to ensure 
that the school district has eve-
rything it needs to provide for 
them and enhance their environ-
ment to be as safe and as fun as 
possible.

I look forward to serving the 
community. I hope that you con-
sider voting for me come elec-
tion day. For more information, 
contact myself or my campaign 
treasurer Jenifer Boening, at 
blakeharbersinfo@yahoo.com.

Blake Harbers

Harbers Running for LGISD School Board 

the baby a bath the next morn-
ing. He used a water trough as a 
makeshift bathtub. While bath-
ing the child, Polasek said he for-
got the baby shampoo in another 
room. Polasek said he went to 
retrieve the shampoo and heard 
a “thump.” When he returned, 
the baby was unresponsive in 
the tub. The prosecution pre-
sented the jury with cell phone 
records showing frantic calls and 
text messages between Polasek 
and Lambert on the morning of 
July 4. Polasek rushed the baby 
to La Grange on SH 159. Barina 
said Polasek and Lambert briefly 
stopped somewhere along the 
way to meet and assess the situ-
ation. Lambert did not ride with 
Polasek but drove behind him in 
a separate vehicle. Barina testi-
fied that Lambert called 911 a 
few minutes after 11:10 a.m. 

Moments later, Gulash 
pulled Polasek over in the Texas 
One Stop parking lot. Barina tes-
tified that Polasek had Atkins in 
his lap and was trying to breathe 
for the child via mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation while he was driv-
ing. Barina said Polasek imme-
diately handed the child over to 
Gulash, and Gulash attempted 
life-saving measures. Fayette 
County EMS arrived and rushed 
the baby to St. Mark’s, where he 
was pronounced dead.

Following Atkins’ death, the 
Sheriff’s Office taped off a crime 
scene at the Polasek property. 
Lorelei Carillo, who lives on 
property next to Polasek’s resi-
dence near Rutersville, testified 
on Tuesday that she saw a trash 
fire on the Polasek property after 

investigators left the property on 
July 4. The prosecution said the 
fire may have been started to de-
stroy evidence. Specifically, Bar-
ina testified about some missing 
bedding that possibly contained 
blood evidence.

The jury also watched a fo-
rensic interview of Logan’s older 
brother who was seven-years-
old at the time of Logan’s death. 
The interview was conducted at 
the Children’s Advocacy Center 
in Bastrop a short time after 
Logan’s death. In it, the older 
brother makes several fantastical 
statements. He claimed to have a 
pet deer and a pet owl. He said 
he knew how to speak Spanish 
and that he lived in West Texas 
despite the fact that he lived in 
La Grange at the time. Further-
more, the boy said Logan died 
after he and Logan went down a 
slide into a swimming pool.

Later, the prosecution called 
Carol Jean “Jeannie” Bertsch, 
who is Nicole Lambert’s aunt. 
Bertsch testified that she lived 
at Colorado Landing RV Park 
in La Grange at the time of At-
kins’ death. Around July 1, 2016, 
Bertsch said she invited Nicole 
Lambert, Lambert’s two chil-
dren and Lambert’s mother to 
go swimming at the Colorado 
Landing pool with Bertsch’s 
grandchildren. Bertsch testified 
that at no time did Logan ever 
go down a slide (the Colorado 
Landing pool does not have a 
slide). Nor did Logan ever fall 
down or hit his head, Bertsch 
testified. 

Bertsch said she was away 
from the pool for about five 
minutes at one point. However, 

she said Lambert and Lambert’s 
mother were both with the chil-
dren at that time.

Under cross-examination by 
the defense, Bertsch said she no 
longer has a close relationship 
with her niece Nicole Lambert. 
Defense attorney Addy Miro 
asked Bertsch why.

“I don’t approve of some of 
the things she has done,” Bertsch 
said, adding that Lambert stole 
from her and her mother.

Bertsch testified that Logan’s 
older brother no longer lives 
with Lambert.

Later, the prosecution called 
Family Nurse Practitioner Leslie 
Lindholm to the witness stand. 
Lindholm testified that she was 
Logan’s primary medical car-
egiver. Lindholm said Lambert 
took Logan to all of his sched-
uled well-child visits. Lindholm 
said she also saw Logan a few 
times for sick visits.

Lindholm testified she last 
saw Logan on June 6, 2016, for a 
routine six-month visit. The jury 
saw Lindholm’s medical report 
from that visit. In it, Lindholm 
described Logan as healthy, well-
nourished and appropriately de-
veloping. Lindholm testified that 
she observed no signs of child 
abuse or any serious injuries dur-
ing that visit.

On Wednesday, District 
Judge Jeff Steinhauser author-
ized the defense to call one of 
their witnesses out-of-order. 
Normally, the defense must 
wait until the prosecution rests 
before calling their witnesses. 
Steinhauser made an exception 
for one of the defense’s expert 
witnesses, Dr. Mark Shuman, 

a forensic pathologist with the 
Miami-Dade County Medical 
Examiner Department, to ac-
comodate Shuman’s travel and 
work schedule.

Shuman spent most of the 
day testifying about Atkins’ au-
topsy, which identified several 
injuries. Those injuries included 
numerous bruises to the head 
and a torn frenulum in his in-
side upper lip. Shuman said he 
personally examined several mi-
croscope slides of tissues taken 
from Logan’s body. Shuman said 
he is “very confident” the lip 
injury happened “a few days, at 
least,” before Logan’s death. 

Furthermore, Shuman said 
one of the slides taken from skull 
tissue showed signs of healing. 
He said that indicated the bruises 
could have occurred hours or 
days before Logan died. How-
ever, Shuman couldn’t exclude 
the possibility that the skull in-
juries happened immediately 
before death. Shuman also tes-
tified about head injuries that 
can occur hours or days before 
death. He said a person suffering 
such an injury can experience a 
“period of lucidity” during that 
time. For example, he said it 
came take several days after an 
injury before the brain swells to 
a point that renders the patient 
unconscious. 

Defense attorney Angelica 
Cogliano asked Shuman whether 
Atkins could have experienced a 
period of lucidity.

“Yes, but I don’t know if or 
how long he had one,” Shuman 
said. “It’s difficult to ascertain in 
an infant because they common-
ly get fussy, sleepy, lose their ap-
petite or vomit, and those are all 
symptoms of a head injury.”

Shuman said he knew of 
another case in which a nine-
month-old fell out of a bed and 
was lucid for three days before 
dying. The State will continue 
the prosecution later this week. 
The trial is expected to stretch 
into next week.

to anyone who comes to the 
shrine to pray on the Feast Day 
of Saints Cyril and Methodius 
(February 14) and partial indul-
gences to anyone coming into 
the shrine to pray on any other 
day of the year.

The new designation only 
heightens the importance of Du-
bina to the faithful who continue 
to come to it, and the three other 
Fayette County painted church-
es in droves.  More than 400 
bus tours came to the painted 
churches last year alone.

Situated in the far south-
eastern edge of Fayette County, 
Dubina is considered the first 
Czech settlement in Texas, after 
a group of immigrants found 
shelter under a group of large 
oak trees (Dubina is Czech for 
“oak grove”) and later built a 
community there. 

The first church was built 
in Dubina in 1877. The present 
church was built in 1911, de-
signed by San Antonio architect 
Leo Dielmann. Like several 
other Texas churches built by 
Central European immigrants, 
Sts. Cyril and Methodius is 
adorned with an array of deco-

rative interior painting, but all 
of the church’s interior paintings 
were covered with white paint 
in 1952, but their existence was 
never forgotten and faint traces 
remained visible. 

After over thirty years, the 
church’s parishioners decided 
to uncover and restore the paint-
ings in 1983. Thus began a long 
and tedious restoration process, 
undertaken each Sunday after 
church services by the parish-
ioners themselves. They care-
fully removed the white paint to 
reveal portions of the paintings. 
With the aid of historic photo-
graphs, the parishioners then re-

painted all of the interior decora-
tions in their original locations.

One of Dubina’s most strik-
ing features is its dramatic blue 
ceiling covered with hundreds 
of golden stars. 

The church’s importance to 
Texas Czech Catholics was un-
derscored Monday. The church 
was the first in Texas named after 
Sts, Cyril and Methodius, broth-
ers, who were early missionar-
ies sent to the Slavic regions of 
Moravia and the Czech lands. In 
his homily Monday, Cahill high-
lighted the importance of respect 

for other cultures.
“They were bridges between 

the Eastern and Western tra-
ditions,” Cahill said. “We are 
called to be a bridge ... and the 
example we can look to is Sts. 
Cyril and Methodius.” 

“With this designation 
comes a great deal of responsi-
bility,” said Rev. Wayne Flagg, 
the pastor of  Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius.

“Thank you for this honor 
Bishop, and we’ll try to live up 
to it,” said retired Fayette Coun-
ty Judge Ed Janecka, a Dubina 
resident who was instrumental 
in the restoration work at the 
church. 

Brian Vanicek, Honorary 
Consul of the Czech Republic to 
the State of Texas, read a letter 
from the Czech ambassador to 
the U.S., extending his congratu-
lations on the new designation.

After the Mass, the designa-
tion was further celebrated at the 
adjacent church hall, which is 
shaded by some of the most im-
pressive oak trees in the county.

Fittingly, the post-Mass meal 
was comprised of a Czech feast 
of sausage, sauerkraut, potatoes 
and kolaches.

Continued from front

City Council regularly attracted 
big crowds of supporters and op-
ponents.

The City serves the neigh-
borhood on Horton Street with 
City electric, water and sewer 
utilities, but residents pay higher 
rates since the neighborhood cur-
rently lies outside the city limits. 
If annexed, the residents would 
begin paying City property taxes. 
However, City Manager Shawn 
Raborn said most residents would 
see a net decrease in costs be-
cause their utility rates would go 
down to regular city rates. 

Also at Monday’s meeting, 
Council authorized staff to devel-
op and submit an application for a 
Hazard Mitigation Grant from the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). Raborn said 
the new grant opportunity would 

allow the City to undertake some 
much-needed drainage improve-
ments. He said the grant amount 
could be in the $1.5 to $2 mil-
lion range. The City would have 
to match 25 percent of the award 
amount.

He proposed a drainage pro-
ject that would relieve flooding 
in the area around North Wash-
ington Street, which Raborn de-
scribed as a “bowl” that collects 
water during heavy rains. The 
project would divert that water 
through a new drainage ditch 
around the old bowling alley.

The deadline for the grant ap-
plication is April 29. Raborn said 
awards would not be announced 
until late this year or early next 
year. If awarded, he said project 
completion could take up to three 
years. Council voted unanimous-
ly begin the application process.

LG Council: Drainage 
Project is Proposed
Continued from front

Trial of Polasek Expected to Stretch into Next Week 

Continued from front

Dubina’s Signifi cance Underscored by Monday’s Designation

Former Fayette County Judge 

Ed Janecka, instrumental in the 

church’s restoration, spoke at 

Monday’s dedication. 

The outside of the Dubina 

church Monday. 

www.brawleydental.com
www.lagrangeford.com
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Liberty Matters - Believe
Elect William Bernsen for County Judge

     Mr. Hollas of Schulenburg says...

     "I have thoroughly researched the four 
     candidates.  Only one is unapologetically 
     aligned with my concerns.  William Bernsen.
     FAMILY-FIRST, PERSONAL FREEDOM

     (no lockdowns), constitutionality, states'
rights, county rights and LOCAL control.  If we have learned
anything the past two years, it is that our greatest threats come
from long time “Republicans” that align with liberals when
battles need to be fought.  He will EMPOWER the people of
Fayette County.  He will fight for our freedoms NO

MATTER WHAT the CAREER POLITICIANS tell him."

The endorsement is NOT paid. Paid pol ad by the William Bernsen Campaign
Liberty Breeds Prosperity - www.WilliamForLiberty.com

Job Fair Thursday Feb. 24th 

5:30 – 8:00 PM 

Who: Skilled Carpenters
(Experience in Fences, Decks, Pergolas, Patio Overhangs)

Come grab some food and drinks and explore your 

career advancement with an award winning company 

that values family, work life balance, and professional 

development.

Butler 
Contracting

BC

To RSVP send 
an email to

hiringbutlercontracting

@gmail.com

or scan the 
QR code

https://butler.contractors

SKILLED CARPENTERS BUILD YOUR FUTURE

844-6BUTLER

La Grange senior soccer 
player Megan Davis has racked 
up the scoring for the Lady 
Leopards during their solid 
run to start the season. Davis 
recently netted two goals in a 
win vs Smithville, then booted 
five goals in an 11-3 win last 
Thursday against Rockdale. “It’s 
just a continuation of where she 
was last year,” said La Grange 
head girl’s soccer coach Chris 
Westall. “She’s definitely been 
able to convert her opportuni-
ties into goals. This week was 
the gold standard of that. Seven 
goals in one week is quite an ac-
complishment, so she’s getting 
the job done for us. We got to 
keep doing it. This week is go-
ing to be our toughest week with 
Giddings and Cameron on the 
schedule, but we’re putting our 
eggs in her basket to get those 
shots and then put them in.” An 
enormous stretch of games for 
Davis has earned her the nod for 
this edition’s Player of the Week.

Question: What are your 
goals for soccer this season?

Megan Davis 

Answer: “I would say per-
fecting my shot and bettering 
my ball control.”

Question: Do you play any 
other sports besides soccer?

Answer: “No”

Question: Where’s your 
favorite place to play a match 
other than home field and 
why?

Answer: “Really anything, 
to be honest.”

Question: What all would 
you say is expected of you on 
the soccer field?

Answer: “I would say being 
the fastest and being open for 
that last shot.”

Question: If you could have 
your dream car, what would it 
be and why?

Answer: “I would say a 2018 
Mustang. I’ve always wanted 
one.”

Question: What do you 
like to do in your spare time?

Answer: “Play soccer with 
my family.”

Question: Who’s one per-
son you know you can always 
count on and why?

Answer: “My mom. She’s 
always been there.”

Question: “What sports 
team do you follow closely and 
why?

Answer: “The Dallas Cow-
boys. I’ve always watched them 
growing up.”

Question: What are you 
looking to change or improve 
on in the year 2022?

Answer: “Team chemistry.”

Davis’ passion for sports is 
only one of many attributes the 
star athlete possesses.

Megan Davis has a Week
To Remember with 7 Goals 

Fayette Co. Record’s  
Athlete of the Week

A Weekly Feature by BRIAN PIERSON

Recent FCR’s Athlete of the Week

Dec. 3:  Seth Brock, RTC basketball    

Dec. 10: Aysia Grant, La Grange basketball 

Dec. 17: Luke Law, Flatonia basketball 

Jan. 7: Jaxon Cooper, La Grange basketball

Jan. 14: Phillip Arceneaux, La Grange soccer

Jan. 21: Jessalyn Gipson, Schulenburg basketball 

Jan. 28: Duke Sodek, Flatonia basketball 

Feb. 4: Trey Cunningham, La Grange swimming

Feb. 11: Marissa Rohde, Fayetteville basketball 

* Read about the new honorees in our Friday editions and then watch their 

interviews on our Facebook page a few days later. 

By JEFF WICK
The Fayette County Record

ROCKDALE – Lake Belton 
has really grown up.

Last year La Grange 
bounced Lake Belton (which 
was in its first year as a school) 
from the first round of the girls 
basketball playoffs, winning by 
28 points. 

But Tuesday in a postseason 
rematch, it was Lake Belton 

(which is moving up to 5A next 
year) that got revenge, beating 
the Lady Leps 59-43.

“Youth played a big part in 
the game last year, they were 
just freshmen and sophomores,” 
La Grange head coach Heath 
Golan said. “I knew coming into 
this one that it was going to be 
tough. It was a match-up I was 
worried about.”

Lake Belton improves to 21-

10 and advances to face Pfluger-
ville Conally. 

The district champ La 
Grange girls end their season 
with a 28-8 record.

“I told the girls to be proud 
of what they accomplished – 28 
wins with five new girls on the 
varsity,” Golan said. “Appreci-
ate what you’ve done because it 
doesn’t come along very often.” 

Leps Sink Giddings 
On Nate Scott’s 
Buzzer-Beater 

Great 
Scott! 

His La Grange teammates run 

towards Nate Scott, above, af-

ter his last-second shot to win 

the game for the Leps Tuesday 

in Giddings. Right, a view of 

that last shot. 

Photos by Stephanie Steinhauser

The La Grange boys basket-
ball team has a lot of momen-
tum as they head into the play-
offs next week. 

In a battle to decide third 
place in District 20-4A, La 
Grange beat the Buffaloes in 
Giddings Tuesday in the regular 
season finale thanks to a buzzer-
beating jump shot by Nate Scott, 
which gave the Leps a 42-41 
win. 

Jaxon Cooper led the Leps 
in scoring with 19 points and 
Scott added 12 as La Grange 
improved to 16-14 overall and 
8-4 in district. 

The Leps now advance to 
play Salado (22-12) next Tues-
day Feb. 22 in Cameron starting 
at 7 p.m.  in the first round of the 
4A boys playoffs. 

Feb. 15

La Grange boys 42, Giddings 41
Giddings   8     5   9    19   – 41

LG           11    9    13    9   – 42

LG scoring: Jaxon Cooper 19, Nate Scott 

12, Dana Baker 4, Jacob Chovanetz 3, Eli 

Roberts 2, Jaren Woods 2.

The Fayetteville girls basket-
ball team was the only county 
hoops team to survive the first 
round of the playoffs. 

On a night when three other 
Fayette County teams lost, the 
Lady Lions beat Prairie Lea 
Tuesday in Schulenburg 68-27.

Brooklyn Jaeger scored 32, 
Kayme Schley added 11 and 
Emma Jurecka nine as the Lady 
Lions improved to 25-7 overall. 

Fayetteville now advances to 
face D’Hanis at 6 p.m. Friday in 
Goliad. 

Feb. 15

Fayetteville girls 68, Prairie Lea 27
Prairie Lea  10      7    3      7   –   27

Fayetteville   25   10   20   13   –   68

Fayetteville scoring: Emma Jurecka 9, 

Jeslyn Moralez 2, Kayme Schley 11, Brook-

lyn Jaeger 32, Mattie Konvicka 2, Rylie Dyer 

8, Marissa Rohde 4. 

Fayetteville Only County Girls Hoops Team Left Standing

Lake Belton Ends LG Girls’ Season

La Grange’s Aysia Grant, a four-year varsity player, played her fi nal high school game Tuesday, scoring 

a team-high 20 in a playoff loss to Lake Belton in Rockdale.                                          Photo by Jeff Wick  

See Lady Leps, next page

www.williamforliberty.com
www.gmail.com
www.lagrangeford.com
https://butler.contractors
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The Flatonia 8th grade girls basketball team went 15-0 this season. Front Row:  Summer Sodek, Mari-

ana Rosas, Lili Rosas, Bri Luckey; Back Row:  Kalen Scott, Dallynn Bishop, Giselle Crayton, Dani Vin-

klarek. Junior High Coaches are:  Chris Sodek, Sue Smith and Chris Gillum

The Flatonia 7th grade girls basketball team went 9-0 this season. Front Row:  Adeline Cherry, Brealey 

Nieto, Emma Kosler, Arianna Courville; Back Row:  Delaney Hughes, Jalee Trussell, Katelin Sullivan, 

Nashawn Willis. Junior High Coaches are:  Chris Sodek, Sue Smith and Chris Gillum

Flatonia 7th and 8th Graders Both Go Undefeated This Basketball Season 

The La Grange High School 
Swim Team competed at the 
Region V-5A Swimming and 
Diving Championships on Feb 
7 and 8. There were 32 teams 
in attendance. On Monday the 
LHS swimmers competed in the 
prelims. The regional qualifi-
ers were Morgan King, Celeine 
Fabre, Campbell Youens,Riley 
Youenhs, Isabella Strever, Avery 
Koehl, Trey Cunningham, Cole 
Stork, Ben Swisher, Will Bun-
dick and Gage Mihatsch. The 
regional alternates were Made-
line Willrich, Quinlynn Landis, 
Collin Landis, Dalton Landis 
and Hunter Sabo.

The results of the prelims 
were as follows.

Girls 200 Medley Relay 
swam a 2:19.10 which earned 
them 16th place

Boys 200 Medley Relay 
swam a 2:02.58 which earned 
the 18th place

Campbell Youens swam the 
100 Fly in 1:11.46 which earned 
her 19th place

Trey Cunningham swam the 
100 Free in 57.19 which earned 
him 23rd place

Girls 200 Free Relay swam a 
1:59.08 which earned them 17th 
place

Boys 200 Free Relay swam a 
1:46.27 which earned them 17th 
place

Girls 400 Free Relay swam a 
4:35.03 which earned them 14th 

place
Boys 400 Free Relay swam a 

4:03.66 which earned them 16th 
place.

This season three relays 
placed high enough to be able 
to swim in the finals on Tuesday. 
The Girls 200 Medley relay con-
sisting of Morgan King, Maddi 
Mach, Campbell Youens and 
Isabella Strever swam a 2:17.29 
placing 16th overall.

The Girls 400 Free relay 

consisting of Isabella Strever, 
Riley Youens, Celeine Fabre, 
and Campbell Youens swam a 
4:32.82 placing 14th overall.

The Boys 400 Free relay 
consisting of Ben Swisher, Cole 
Stork, Will Bundick and Trey 
Cunningham swam a 4:00.50 
placing 16th overall.

The LHS Swim Team ended 
their season setting nine new 
school records. Morgan King, 
Maddi Mach, Campbell Youens, 

and Celeine Fabre in the 200 
Medley relay with a time of 
2:15.15 Isabella Strever in the 
200 Freestyle with a time of 
2:35.72. Campbell Youens in the 
100 Fly with a time of 1:09.83. 
Celeine Fabre in the 100 Free-
style with a time of 1:07.71. 
Campbell Youens in the 500 
Freestyle with a time of 7:39.02. 
Morgan King, Celeine Fabre, 
Isabella Strever, and Campbell 
Youens in the 200 Free Relay 

with a time of 1:58.11. Celeine 
Fabre, Riley Youens, Isabella 
Strever, and Campbell Youens in 
the 400 Free Relay with a time 
of 4:32.27. Trey Cunningham in 
the 100 Freestyle with a time of 
55.02. Ben Swisher in the 500 
Freestyle with a time of 6:50.13.

The team is looking forward 
to next season in which for the 
first time ever the UIL has ap-
proved a 4A and under swim-
ming classification.

The La Grange swim team at regionals. 

La Grange Swimmers Cap Strong Season at Regionals

LG Boys Win 2-0 
Over Caldwell

The La Grange boys soccer 
team beat Caldwell Tuesday 2-0 
at home. 

Goals were scored by Phillip 
Arceneaux and Xavier Ortiz.

The defense recorded its 3rd 
straight shutout.

The Leps’ district record is 
now 5-1-0 and they are 10-5-2 
overall.

La Grange is in second place 
halfway through district play 
and host Cameron Friday at 7:15 
p.m. 

LG Girls Fall 5-3 
to Giddings

The La Grange girls soccer 
team lost Monday at Giddings 
5-3.

Megan Davis scored two 
goals and Kaelyn scored one.

Camila Martinez had two 
assists. Defensive player of the 
game was  Ellee Sodolak.

The Lady Leps are now 9-3 
overall and 2-1 in district and 
play at Cameron Friday.

La Grange 
Soccer 
Update 

But the Broncos were a lit-
tle better, and got this win on the 
strength of their speed and ath-
leticism.

“They had a really good de-
fense and they were as fast as us, 
and we hadn’t faced many teams 
that were as fast as us,” said La 
Grange senior Aysia Grant, who 
scored 16 of her team-high 20 
points in the first half, but was 
limited by a suffocating defen-
sive effort by Lake Belton’s Ella 
Wagenaar after halftime.

“They were just quicker 
and more aggressive,” said La 
Grange junior Camille Gonza-
lez. “They seemed to have really 
done their homework and knew 
how we wanted to play.”

With Grant leading the way 
for La Grange, the lead changed 
hands several times in the first 
half before Lake Belton took a 
29-25 lead at halftime. 

The Lady Leps rallied after 
the break to score six answered 
points to re-take the lead 31-29. 

Lake Belton went on an 11-2 
run to close the third quarter and 
never trailed again.

No player besides Grant 
scored in double figures for La 
Grange, while a trio of Lake 
Belton players did, led by Ala-
naha Thompson, who scored 17.

Junior Keslyn Davis scored 
nine for La Grange.

Tuesday’s loss ends the ca-
reer of three La Grange seniors 
– Grant, Lyric Sampson and 
Makenna Mitchell.

“They are all going to be 
hard to replace,” Golan said.

 “They were all special in 
their own way,” Davis said. 
“Makenna, she gives it her all, 
she’d dive after balls even if it 

Dayton Cliffe puts up a collec-

tion of three point shots for The 

Flatonia Bulldogs in Monday 

night’s district win over Ga-

nado. 

Photo by Stephanie Steinhauser 

Another strong season for 
the Schulenburg girls basket-
ball team ended Tuesday in a 
first round 52-33 playoff loss to 
Thorndale in La Grange.

The Lady Horns were led 
by    Airyanna Rodriguez, who 
scored 16. 

The Schulenburg girls end 
their season with a 22-14 record. 

Thorndale girls 52, Schulenburg 33
Schulenburg    12   9    7    5   -   33

Thorndale    17   11   13   11  –   52

Schulenburg scoring: Jordan Sommer 5, 

Tamara Otto 9, Kieryn Adams 3, Airyanna 

Rodriguez  16. 

meant busting her head open 
like she did against Giddings. 
Lyric, when she would get hot, 
she could score so many points 
for us, and Aysia was just so 
athletic and really carried us at 
times. It’s going to hurt losing all 
three of them next year.”

Grant, in particular leaves a 
void after a varsity career that 
spanned all four years of high 
school. She departs among the 
program’s all-time leaders in 
wins and points. 

 “She’s going to have oppor-
tunities to continue to play (in 
college),” Golan said. “I know 
it’s hard to think about that now, 
but her career is not over.”

“My teammates, that’s all I 
can think about, not the games 
that we won or lost,” Grant said. 
“That’s what I’ll remember.” 

Feb. 15

Lake Belton girls 59, La Grange 43
La Grange     14     11     10     8   –   43

Lake Belton   12     17     13    17 –   59

LG scoring:  Aysia Grant 20, Keslyn Davis 

9, Tori Harold 4, Camille Gonzalez 4, Alicia 

Tisdell 2, Katelyn Allen 2, Lyric Sampson 2.

Record: LG is 28-8. Lake Belton is 21-10.

Continued from Page B1

La Grange’s Camille Gonzalez tries to fight through a double team.

Photo by Jeff Wick 

Lady Leps Lose in First Round of Playoffs 

Keslyn Davis puts up a shot 

Tuesday. 

• The Flatonia girls basket-
ball team lost 55-31 to Hearne 
Tuesday in Fayetteville as the 
Lady Bulldogs season ended in 
the 2A bidistrict round of the 
playoffs. 

• The Flatonia boys basket-
ball team begins the playoffs 
Monday Feb, 21 versus Holland 
at 6:30 p.m. at Caldwell high 
School. 

The Bulldogs have a 31-4 
overall record and closed out 
their regular season Monday 
with a 75-53 victory over Ga-
nado. 

Feb. 15

Bartlett boys 52, RTC boys 38
RTC (H)       18      12     3     5    –  38

Bartlett       20        5       7    20  – 52

RTC scoring: Seth Brock 20, Hunter Scho-

bel 8, Jacob Polasek 6, Kannyn Goehring  4.

Record: RTC is 5-15 overall and 2-11 in 

district.

Feb. 11

North Zulch 75, RTC boys 31
RTC                   11     2     10    8    – 31

North Zulch (H)  15    26     21   13  – 75

RTC scoring: Kannyn Goehring 20, Jacob 

Polasek 5, Evan Blazek 4, Hunter Schobel 2.

Record: RTC is 5-14 overall and 2-10 in 

district.

Schulenburg Girls Fall to Thorndale

Schulenburg’s Jordan Sommer shoots the ball in Tuesday’s playoff 

game in La Grange against Thorndale.     Photo by Audrey Kristynik 

Basketball Round-Up 

Schulenburg’s Hailey Goode 

makes a pass in Tuesday’s play-

off game.
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Sample Ballots 
Here’s a look at the sample ballots for the Republican and Democrat primaries in Fayette County. The  

Republican ballot is two pages to the right. The Democratic ballot is one page, below. 
The Republican and Democratic primary elections take place on Tuesday, March 1. 
Early voting began this week:
Early voting for the primaries takes place at the Fayette County Elections Office at 275 Ellinger Road 

in La Grange. The early voting days include the following:
• Monday, Feb. 14, through Friday, Feb. 18, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
• Saturday, Feb. 19, from 9 a.m. to 4 pm.;
• Tuesday, Feb. 22, through Friday, Feb. 25, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

On Election Day, March 1, polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 12 precinct locations throughout 
the county, listed below: 
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(R)  Rotary Club of La Grange Member

SPONSORS
La Grange ISD – Bill Wagner, John Pineda, Stacy Eilers (R), Nancy Fritsch-Tielsch

Whataburger (lots of syrup) – Greg Deters, Curt Harbers, Nick Deters
La Grange High School Interact Club (sales, volunteers)

Cal-Maine Foods Inc (eggs)
La Grange Knights of Columbus (grills) – Stuart Naumann

Fayette County Record (Ad) – Regina Keilers (R)
Electric Motor Service – Wendy McDaniel (R)

LCRA – Kate Ramzinski
Don F Jones CPA – Don Jones (R)

National Bank & Trust – Tracy Harris (R), Tish Muniz (R)
Thrivent – Phil Oestreich (R)

Fayette Savings Bank – Dustin Drab (R), Sam Gunn (R)
Round Top State Bank – Reece Cernoch (R)

Colorado Valley Communications – Kelly Allison (R)
Fayetteville Bank – Brian Minzenmeyer (R)

NAPA Auto Parts – Bill Gilman (R)
Fayette County Veterinary Clinic & The Retreat – Jeremy Finch (R)

Tejas Health Care – Sheri Kehler
Compass Country Properties Group – JoAnn Ayres (R)

Compass Country Properties Group – Maxine Coppinger 
John & Betty Burkland - TASC Instrumentation & Electrical Services

Edward Jones – Chuck Mazac (R)
St. Mark’s Medical Center – Mark Kimball (R)

John Wied (R)
Chamrad’s Paint and Body Shop – Marian Chamrad (R)
Daricek Insurance Agency - Germania – Nelda Daricek

Fayette Medical Supply – Jonathon Hernandez (R)
Koenig-Belvill Funeral Home – Amber Belvill-Carroll (R)

Karey Bresenhan (R)

We are very grateful to our wonderful community for their support.
We could not do this event without the Help and Support of our Sponsors.
 Please tell them Thank You for helping us stage this great community event!

F� Making o� Annual Pancake Suppр a Success!

The endorsement is NOT paid. Paid political ad by the Dan Mueller Campaign.

VOTE
MARCH

1ST!

This news release is being 
announced by Fayette County 
Judge’s Office for a Burn Ban 
For Fayette County, effective 
Feb. 15 at 1 p.m.:

At an Emergency Commis-
sioners Court meeting an Order 
was signed by County Judge 
Joe Weber restricting outdoor 
burning. Residents are warned 
to refrain from burning any-
thing, including kitchen trash 
and brush piles. Dry vegetation 
serves as ready, highly volatile 
fuel for wildfires. Burning trash 
or brush can provide an ignition 
source for wildfires, which can 
spread quickly, destroy homes, 
and worst of all, endanger lives.

Bans on outdoor burning 
have proven to be an excellent 
fire prevention tool. Keeping 
a fire from ever starting is the 
key to preventing wildfires. 
The burn ban in Fayette County 
will remain in effect until con-
ditions improve and fire danger 
has diminished. Fire depart-
ments will be called to extin-
guish all fires and violators can 
be subject to a fine.

Carelessness with other ac-
tivities can also result in dan-
gerous wildfires. Residents can 
help themselves and their lo-
cal fire departments by taking 
extra precaution to insure that 
their actions don’t spark wild-

fires.
Use extreme care when us-

ing spark-producing equipment 
around dry grass.

Electricity-energized fenc-
es should be kept clear of all 
grass.

Lubricate farm equipment 
frequently to reduce the possi-
bility of producing sparks.

Be careful when towing. 
Loose chains can cause sparks 
when dragged on the roadway. 
Be aware of flat tires as rims 
can also cause sparks which 
can ignite grass fires.

 Do not litter. Trash adds to 
the fuel load, and glass lying in 
direct sunlight can start a fire.

Smokers are advised to 
dispose of smoking materials 
properly. Use ashtrays. Many 
wildfires are started by care-
lessly discarded cigarette butts 
and matches.

Motorists are advised not 
to drive in or park in tall, dry 
grass. Catalytic converters can 

be a source of ignition.
Hikers and campers are 

asked to use burn pits or grill in 
designated area where, and if, 
such fire are permitted.

Dispose of hot coals from 
barbecue pits by smothering 
completely with sand or wa-
ter, and never leave smoldering 

coals unattended.
Use extreme caution when 

using fireworks during a burn 
ban.

Citizens are also asked to 
use caution when traveling 
outside Fayette County as our 
neighbors are experiencing 
similar fire hazard conditions.

Commissioners, Judge Issue Burn Ban for Fayette County 

Fayette County Sheriff 
Keith Korenek reports activities 
of Fayette County Sheriff Depu-
ties for the month of January. 

Sgt. Ben Wilson responded 
to a residence in the West Point 
area in reference to a suspicious 
death.  After further investi-
gation, it was determined the 
death was a suicide. 

Sgt. Ron Naumann took a 
report of property damage that 
occurred at a residence in the 
Round Top area. Naumann also 
handled a call in which a horse 
trailer was sold without permis-
sion. After further investigation, 
the issue was deemed to be civil 
and no crime had occurred.

Sgt. Angela Lala took a re-
port of a scam which occurred 
on Facebook Messenger. The 
scam involved the applica-
tion CashApp. The victim was 
promised a large sum of money 
if they put up a smaller amount 
of money upfront. 

Sgt. Ryan Meagher stopped 
out with a stranded motorist in 
the Engle Area on Hwy. 90. A 
check of the vehicle’s license 
plate showed the car to be stolen 
out of San Antonio. Meagher 
attempted to place the subject 
in custody at which point the 
subject resisted. After a brief 
struggle, Meagher was able to 
place the subject into custody. 
Meagher also located metham-
phetamine in the possession of 
the subject. The subject was ar-
rested.

Deputy Terry Guentert re-
sponded to a structure fire in the 
Muldoon area. The cause of the 
fire is believed to be a heat lamp 
that the homeowner was using 
to keep her dog warm. Guentert 
also responded to the Flatonia 
area in reference to a UTV ac-
cident. 

Deputy A.J. Gonzales con-
ducted a traffic stop on I-10   
near mile marker 668. One pas-
senger in the vehicle was found 
to be in possession of a felony 
amount of marijuana. Another 
passenger was to be in posses-
sion of identifying information. 
Both subjects were arrested. 
Gonzales also conducted a traf-
fic stop on I-10 near the 667 
mile marker. The driver, who 
was found to be in possession 
of marijuana and fentanyl, was 
arrested.

Deputy Herman Olvera was 
dispatched to a residence near 
Schulenburg in reference to a 
verbal disturbance. After inves-
tigation, assault charges were 
filed on both subjects. 

Deputy Austin Moore 
stopped a vehicle on FM 609 
near Flatonia. The driver was 
found to be in possession of co-
caine, hydrocodone and a fire-
arm. The driver was arrested. 
Moore also stopped another 
vehicle on FM 609 near Flato-
nia. The vehicle had fictitious li-
cense plates and through further 
investigation, it was discovered 
the vehicle was stolen out of 
Odessa. The driver was arrested.

Deputy James Ulbig re-
sponded to a grass fire in the 
Round Top area. Approximately 
60 round bales were burned. A 
property owner was notified 
of the damages. The cause of 
the fire is unknown. Deputy 
Michael Krenek responded to 
a vehicle fire in the La Grange 
area. A report was taken and 
the cause of the fire was deter-
mined accidental. Krenek also 
took a report of illegal dumping 
that occurred in the Smithville 
area. A large amount of tires 
were dumped on the side of the 
roadway. Case is under investi-

gation. 
Deputy Jared Michalec 

conducted a traffic stop in the 
parking lot of a convenience 
store in La Grange. The driver 
was found to be in possession 
of marijuana, THC and promet-
hazine and arrested. Michalec 
also stopped a vehicle on Hwy. 
71 near the West Point area. The 
driver was found to be in pos-
session of marijuana and was 
charged. 

Deputy Seth Nagel con-
ducted a traffic stop on Hwy. 
71 near Ellinger. A probable 
cause search of the vehicle 
was conducted. The driver was 
found to be in possession of 
methamphetamine and was ar-
rested. The driver also had two 
outstanding warrants.

Deputy Orlando Buitron 
conducted a traffic stop on Hwy. 
71 near Ellinger. The driver was 
found to be in possession of co-
caine and was arrested. Buitron 
also responded to an assault 
that involved a motor vehicle 
accident which occurred in the 
Round Top area. Responding 
deputies were given a vehicle 
description of the suspect’s ve-
hicle. While en-route, Sgt. Mea-
gher located a vehicle match-
ing the description provided by 
the victim. Meagher stopped 
the vehicle and detained both 
occupants. Buitron met with 
the victim and obtained sworn 

statements detailing an assault. 
Both occupants of the vehicle 
Meagher stopped were arrest-
ed. The driver was wanted for 
a probation violation out of a 
neighboring county and the pas-
senger was arrested for family 
violence from the assault that 
just occurred.

Deputy Lee Phillips was 
dispatched to a vehicle fire on 
Hwy. 90 near Engle. There were 
no injuries and the vehicle was 
a total loss. A report was made. 
Phillips was also dispatched to 
a residence near Fayetteville in 
reference to a death. The death 
was ruled to be that of natural 
causes due to terminal illness.

Deputy Dustin Kieschnick 
conducted a traffic stop on FM 
955 close to Hwy. 71. During 
the stop the driver exited the ve-
hicle and would not comply with 
orders. Kieschnick attempted to 
detain the subject and an alter-
cation ensued. Kieshnick de-
ployed his taser on the subject 
and was able to subdue him un-
til backup arrived. A search of 
the vehicle yielded a handgun, 
rifle and approximately two ki-
los of methamphetamine. The 
driver was arrested. Kieshnick 
also stopped a vehicle on Hwy. 
71 near La Grange. A probable 
cause search of the vehicle was 
conducted. Kieshnick located 
a handgun that was reported 
stolen out of Midland County, 
Texas. Kieshnick also located 
approximately one kilo of meth-
amphetamine in the bed of the 
truck. The driver was arrested.

Jail Administrator Ed Saw-
yer reports that Fayette County 
Correction Officers booked in 
38 individuals for the month 
of January and transported five 
individuals to the Texas Depart-
ment of Corrections Facilities to 
begin serving time for crimes 
committed in Fayette County. 

Sheriff Reports on January Activity

By KEITH KORENEK
Fayette County Sheriff

Sheriff’s
Report
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6940 N. US Hwy. 77  www.swissalptexas.com6940 N. US Hwy. 77  www.swissalptexas.com

Swiss Alp Hall & Chalet is painted with red, white, and blue, proudly showing off its 

heritage. Its interior is built from paneled wood and structured beams. This adds a 

charming rustic element to the hall and compliments the expertly crafted bar 

which is available to serve drinks to couples and their guests. Sliding barn doors 

create a grand entrance for any event, and also provide a gorgeous backdrop for 

photos. A path that leads from the hall is an ideal space for activities such as 

sparkler exits or coordinated entries. Capacity 250 guests.
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Weddings and Event Hall

Tuesday the second edition 
of our Timecapsule series was 
send out to our e-edition sub-
scribers. If you missed it, a dec-
ade ago, we were covering: 

• Schulenburg NFL star  
Willis Adams returned to cam-
pus for a visit.

• EMT honored for heroic 
action

• 120 firefighters converge 
on LG for training program

• Plus if you look really 
closely you’ll find a 7th grade 
basketball pic of future NFL star 
J.K. Dobbins!

To subscribe to the e-edition 
and timecapsule feature  (free 
for print subscribers) go to 
www.fayettecountyrecord.com
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There’s more 
For the Record 

on Page A2

WEATHER 
WATCH

This Week’s Forecast
  High Low
Tuesday:  77 62
 Mostly sunny
Wednesday: 76 54
 50% chance of t-storms
Thursday: 69 47
 20% chance of rain
Friday: 69 47 
 20% chance of rain

INSIDE TODAY
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Burn Ban Is Lifted

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2012

Domino Tourney
The Winchester Area Civic 

Association will host its an-
nual Domino Tournament at St. 
Michael’s Park in Winchester on 
Feb. 19.  A fried chicken dinner 
with the trimmings will be sold 
for $8.  Serving will begin at 
11 a.m. and to go plates will be 
available.  Sign in for the tour-
nament will begin at 12:45 p.m. 
and play will begin at 1 p.m. for 
both straight and 42.   Questions 
may be directed to Bobbie Hajek 
at (979) 242-56469.

Phone Solicitation
Several citizens in La Grange 

have received phone calls from 
American Senior Health Solu-
tions.  This company is making 
appointments to come to their 
residence to discuss getting low-
er insurance rates.  The City of 
La Grange Police Department is 
advising citizens that if you do 
not want to speak to them just 
hang up and do not allow them 
in your home.  If they show up 
at your home uninvited, call the 
City of La Grange Police De-
partment.

Help Red Cross
The Fayette County Red 

Cross reaches out to help those 
in the county when emergencies 
arise. Make donations payable 
to American Red Cross, 255 
Svoboda Lane, La Grange, Tx 
78945. Please note on the check 
that your donation is for Fayette 
County.

By JEFF WICK
The Fayette County Record

If a fire had broken out in La Grange over the 
weekend, there would have been plenty of man-
power to fight it.

About 120 firefighters, ranging from small 
volunteer departments to big-city professionals, 
were in town taking classes, taught mainly by 
members of the La Grange Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment as part of the seventh annual Fayette County 
Firefighters Association Training School.

Firefighters from as far away as Crockett and 
Spurger filled La Grange High School Friday 
night for classroom sessions.

By Saturday they were out in the field learn-
ing how to extract bodies from vehicles at Ron’s 
Auto Repair, operating fire trucks in the football 

field parking lot and working their way through a 
fake smoke-filled LGISD warehouse on Reynolds 
Street.

“A lot of the classes are basic and intermediate, 
designed for guys that are just getting into firefight-
ing,” La Grange Fire Chief Frank Menefee said.

The school is sanctioned by the Texas Engi-
neering Extension Service.

All the firefighters got a good taste of La 
Grange cooking while they were here wth Kasper’s 
Steakhouse, Subway and Weikel’s all donating 
food during the events.

Over the seven years La Grange has hosted the 
training course, it’s expanded dramatically.

“It started out as a way to train our local guys 
and it just kept growing and growing into what we 
have today,” said Menefee.

By LARRY JACKSON
The Fayette County Record

Towns in Fayette County 
continue to see strong growth in 
retail sales.

Two months into 2012, all 
six cities have received higher 
sales tax rebates than last year.

La Grange got a check for 
$179,248 last week as its share 
for February of local sales tax 
collections.

That’s the highest check for a 
single month in the city’s history 
(with the exception of a one-
time payment in 2001 that was 
an anomoly).

February’s checks are gener-
ally the largest of the year, be-
cause they represent sales made 
in December and reported by 
merchants to the state in Janu-
ary. For Fayette County towns, 
Christmas apparently was very 
good indeed.

Carmine’s February check 
was up 33 percent from last Feb-

ruary’s, and Fayetteville’s was up 
24 percent. All six had increases 
in February and also for the 
year-to-date figures.

While some towns are up 
considerably, others aren’t.

The national recession took 
a big toll on many communi-
ties, and apparently has affected 
some sectors more than others.

Both Round Top and Fayet-
teville, for example, are heavily 
involved in antiques sales. For 
both towns, 2009 was a big year. 
Neither have gotten back to their 
2009 levels.

The same is true for Sealy, 
which was hit hard by the loss of 
defense contracts at its big BAE 
plant, where jobs were lost.

At this point in 2009, Sealy 
had received $381,551 in sales 
tax. This year’s is up from last 
year’s, but is still only $323,894.

The communities making 
the biggest gains may be associ-

By JEFF WICK
The Fayette County Record

As the presidential campaign 
moves forward, a big topic of 
conversation on television news 
is how each candidate is  posi-
tioned in terms of fund-raising 
– and how important that can be 
in terms of success or failure.

Here in Fayette County sev-
eral local folks are trying to do 
their part to help their favorite 
candidate. Turns out people here 
have contributed about $20,000 
total to candidates, as compiled 

from Federal Election Commis-
sion reports for the 2012 election 
cycle by the Texas Tribune.

By city, Schulenburg leads 
the way with over $12,000 in 
donations, including seven do-
nors there who combined to give 
former candidate Rick Perry 
$8,900.

Perry dropped out of the race 
in early January.

Ron Paul had more different 
donations than any other Repub-
lican candidate, with 17.

LOCAL SALES TAX RECEIPTS
First Two Months of Year (Jan.-Feb.)

Fayette County Cities Change

 Rate 2012 2011 2010 2009       ’10 to ’11

La Grange 1.5% 325,872 267,335 234,443 270,884 Up 21.9%

Schulenburg 1.5% 112,304 109,140 97,115 104,851 Up 2.9%

Flatonia 1.5% 42,489 36,496 35,186 34,496 Up 16.4%

Round Top 1.5% 18,812 17,937 16,256 19,001 Up 4.8%

Carmine 1.5% 11,494 8,787 7,861 4,838 Up 30.8%

Fayetteville 1.25% 8,140 7,672 7,181 8,881 Up 6.1%

Other Area Cities

Brenham 1.5% 934,809 904,279 850,938 919,062 Up 3.3%

Bastrop 1.5% 869,291 739,264 721,623 663,126 Up 17.5%

Caldwell 1.5% 653,578 266,828 251,080 198,332 Up 144.9%

Gonzales 1.5% 402,820 279,751 243,731 248,775 Up 44.0%

Lockhart 1.5% 337,745 334,649 285,100 286,003 Up 0.9%

Sealy 1.5% 323,894 317,889 363,717 381,551 Up 1.8%

Giddings 1.5% 283,847 259,284 199,069 249,218 Up 9.4%

Luling 1.5% 231,382 207,121 148,757 167,877 Up 11.7%

Columbus 1.5% 219,042 202,953 184,747 218,904 Up 7.9%

Elgin 1.5% 199,841 209,662 197,623 188,182 Down 4.6%

Hallettsville 2.0% 195,258 160,645 152,899 184,255 Up 21.5%

Yoakum 2.0% 192,256 180,374 159,334 159,366 Up 6.5%

Smithville 1.5% 76,580 68,591 66,510 84,021 Up 11.6%

Weimar 1.5% 69,562 60,437 55,168 56,143 Up 15.1%

Eagle Lake 1.0% 44,284 35,560 33,961 34,818 Up 24.5%

County Governments

Gonzales 0.5% 516,351 172,383 100,123 106,401 Up 199.5%

Bastrop 0.5% 476,626 444,143 421,364 412,614 Up 7.3%

Washington 0.5% 387,004 357,678 339,150 377,557 Up 8.2%

Fayette 0.5% 317,840 222,009 194,328 219,417 Up 43.1%

Burleson 0.5% 285,234 144,236 117,524 130,269 Up 97.7%

Caldwell 0.5% 246,667 232,576 166,149 191,331 Up 6.0%

Colorado 0.5% 225,552 173,911 136,853 170,566 Up 29.7%

Austin 0.5% 219,633 204,127 213,636 241,954 Up 7.6%

Lee 0.5% 166,485 155,562 116,594 167,632 Up 7.0%

Source: State Comptroller’s Office

Dr. Thomas Mueller, who 
practiced medicine for decades 
in La Grange and now Colum-
bus, has been named Texas Fam-
ily Physician of the Year by the 
aptly named Texas Family Phy-
sician Magazine.

His photo dominates the 
cover of the Winter 2012 edition 
of the magazine and an exten-
sive feature story on Mueller is 
inside.

The Carmine Volunteer Fire 
Department will be able to pur-
chase additional communica-
tions equipment and upgrade 
its first-responder vehicle and 
fire station with the help of an 
$11,200 community develop-
ment grant.

Bluebonnet Electric Coop-
erative and the Lower Colorado 
River Authority provided the 
grant.

“The handheld radios will 

allow greater communications 
between dispatch and our de-
partment, resulting in more 
time-efficient care to our com-
munity and increased safety for 
our firefighters,” said J.C. Pohl, 
president of the Carmine VFD. 

“Our first responders average 
two calls per month, so the up-
grades to our first-responder ve-
hicle will profoundly benefit our 
community on a regular basis.” 

LCRA board member Lori Berger and Bluebonnet Electric board 
member Russell Jurk hand a check to Carmine VFD president J.C. 
Pohl. Pictured from left are Daryl Ray, secretary, Jurk, Robbie Tov-
ery, assistant chief, Pohl, Crim Croft, Berger, Chris Coufal, , Amy 
Brandt, Mark Johnson (Bluebonnet), Ed Croft, Lori LeBlue and Den-
nis Garland.

Faith may come with dif-
ferent names, but its face – and 
hands and feet – may be that of 
Jesus.

Numerous Christian groups 
are working together to cre-
ate “Faith Village” in order to 
respond in a continuing way to 
the disasterous wildfires that hit 
Bastrop County last September.

The Episcopal Diocese of 
Texas, through its Texas Epis-
copal Disaster Relief and De-
velopment (TEDRD) is work-
ing with the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief and Pres-
byterian Disaster Assistance to 
start “Faith Village,” a housing 
center for volunteers that will be 
located in Smithville. 

Faith Village will house 
nearly 40 volunteers in a build-

ing donated by Smithville Bap-
tist Church.

The Rev. Gill Keyworth, 
Diocesan Emergency Response 
Coordinator, is collaborating 
with local groups and the Bas-
trop County Long Term Recov-
ery Committee to create a strate-
gic plan for relief efforts. 

Keyworth, a deacon at Em-
manuel Episcopal Church in 
Houston, has spent three days 
a week for the past few months 
in Bastrop. For her, the goal is 
teamwork.

“We’re not worrying about 
whether we are Lutherans or 
Episcopalians or Presbyterians. 
Everyone is working together,” 
Keyworth said.

“We are very pleased that our 
neighbor, First Baptist Church, 

has graciously agreed to share 
their former sanctuary build-
ing,” said Rev. Jane C. Johnson, 
pastor of Smithville’s First Pres-
byterian Church.

“Faith Village is on its way 
to becoming a reality.  We hope 
to welcome our first volunteer 
teams sometime in March,” she 
said.  

“This is what we do,” said 
the Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle, 
Episcopal Bishop of Texas. 
“When there are people in need, 
we gather our resources and we 
show up to do the work Christ 
would have us do, whatever that 
might be. That means we offer a 
pastoral response then be get our 
hands dirty and show up with 
the hammer and nails.” 

Local Donors
Back Differing
Presidential
Candidates

La Grange Sales Tax 
Hits a Record High

Magazine honors Mueller

Mueller Named 
Family Doctor 
Of the Year

Carmine VFD Gets Grant 
From LCRA, Bluebonnet

Turn to Donors, back page

Turn to Carmine, back page

Turn to Doctor, back pageTurn to Sales, back page

Churches Work Together For 
Longterm Recovery from Fire

Turn to Churches, back page

LG Becomes Fire Central
Regional Training Program Just Grows and Grows

Play Ball
Softball season begins on 

Tuesday.  See Sports, B1.

Dozens of firemen braved the cold temperatures Saturday morning to learn more about auto extraca-
tion using these old junkers at Ron’s Auto Repair in La Grange. About 120 firemen from various depart-
ments were in town for the seventh annual firemen’s training school.                  Staff photo by Jeff Wick

There’s more 
For the Record 

on Page A2 & A11

WEATHER 
WATCH

This Week’s Forecast
  High Low
Friday:  63 54
 50-percent chance of rain
Saturday: 64 43
 40-percent chance of rain
Sunday: 63 46
 Partly cloudy
Monday: 64 55 
 Mostly cloudy
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Burn Ban Is Lifted

friday, february 17, 2012

Open House
An open house to show off the 

recently added furniture and fur-
nishings in the historic Kreische 
House will be held at Monument 
Hill State Park on Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Tours of 
the Kreische Brewery ruins will 
be conducted at 2 and 3:30 pm. 
The park is located on the Bluff 
south of La Grange, off Hwy .77. 
For more information, call (979) 
968-5658.

Garden Club
The La Grange Garden Club 

will meet Thursday, Feb. 23 at 2 
p.m. at the County Building at 
the corner of Hwy. 77 and La-
fayette St. in La Grange. Park 
and enter the building on the side 
near the railroad tracks.  A pro-
gram will be presented by Linda 
Borgstedte on Floral Designs.  
Refreshments will be served and 
visitors are welcome.

Pancake Supper 
The St. Paul Lutheran 

Church WELCA (Women of 
ELCA), Fayetteville, will host a 
pancake supper on Fat Tuesday, 
Feb. 21, beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
Pancakes and sausage with all 
the trimmings will be served. 
A free-will offering will be col-
lected by WELCA for use in 
missions. For more information, 
call Carol at (979) 249-5090.

Bump Likely in County Bounty on Wild Pigs
By H.H. HOWZE
The Fayette County Record

Farmers don’t have to raise hogs any-
more – feral hogs are raising themselves 
all over Fayette County – and a lot of other 
places. A six-month old sow can produce 
a litter of five to six piglets in just 114 
days. Two litters a year are routine.

Anyone who has seen a pasture torn 
up by the hooves and smouts of the wild 
rooters knows the damage they can do.

Now county commissioners are set to 
consider upping the bounty on the pro-
lific porkers from $2 to $5 to encourage 
hunters. County Judge Ed Janecka an-
nounced this week that the item will be 
on the agenda of the next commissioners 
court meeting.

Although county auditor  Kathy 
Kleiber reported to commissioners that 
only seven pairs of ears were turned in 
to the local Texas AgriLife agent for the 

$2 bounty during January, last year was a 
bumper year for pigs ears.

The county paid a bounty  on almost 
a thousand wild pigs (957) last year, a 
big jump from 358 in 2010 and just 40 in 
2009 when the bounty program began.

But a bounty isn’t the only way to turn 
a pair of pig’s ears into a silk purse full of 
money.

There’s also the county’s semi-annual 
Feral Hog Control Contest administered 

by Texas AgriLife. The spring contest is 
now underway. It started Jan. 2 and  ends 
April 30.

First prize for the most pairs of hog 
ears is $250; second $150; third $100. 

Figures provided by AgriLife agent 
Scott Willey show that 506 porkers were 
taken out of circulation (and procreation) 
in the winter contest which ended Jan. 1. 
There were 10 participants. 

By JEFF WICK
The Fayette County Record

First the father came out of 
his house with a baseball bat and 
later a 2x4 piece of lumber, both 
times intent on hitting Flatonia 
police officer Joe Gonzales as 
he struggled with the man’s son, 
who was dealing with a mental 
health issue that turned danger-
ous on Jan. 24.

Both times, Fayette County 
EMS Captain Malissa Stokes 

talked the father into dropping 
his weapons (and in between 
helped Gonzales hand-cuff the 
son) and is now being hailed as 
a hero for her actions.

On Tuesday Flatonia police 
chief Mike Noak made a special 
presentation at the city council 
meeting honoring Stokes with a 
special commendation for life-
saving action.

“Basically she put herself be-
tween my officer and a guy with 

a 2x4,” Noak said. “It could have 
turned into a very bad situation 
had she not been there.”

“It’s amazing to me that we 
have that kind of working re-
lationships with other depart-
ments,” he added.

Stokes, who has worked 
for Fayette County EMS for 
four years, but commutes from 
Thorndale (it’s a lot easier to 

Folks wanting an early taste 
of spectacular quilting in advance 
of next week’s Best Little Quilt 
Show in Texas can go by the La 
Grange Chamber of Commerce 
to see a special free quilt show.

Brigitte Mesecke, of the 
Colorado Valley Quilt Guild, is 
the featured quilt artist in the La 
Grange Area Chamber of Com-
merce’s “The Art of Quilts” gal-
lery show which is free at the Old 
Fayette County Jail (Chamber 
Office), 171 S. Main St. from 
8:30-5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday through Feb. 29, and from 
10-3 Saturday, Feb. 25.

Mesecke, born in Danzig, 
Germany, came to the United 
States in 1963 to marry her Ger-
man boyfriend who had been 
working in Houston. With a Ger-
man educational background 
in sewing, she worked in the al-
terations department at Neiman-
Marcus for about five years.

She didn’t start dabbling in 
quilting, though, until the mid-
1980s and she attributes her 
success in quilting to joining 
the Colorado Valley Quilt Guild 
in 1999.  She took classes and 
workshops, to learn new tech-
niques and gain inspiration. 

She served as treasurer of 
the guild from 2005-2009 and is 
currently the 2012 Raffle Quilt 
Chairman.   Mesecke has won 
numerous ribbons at the Best 
Little Quilt Show in Texas, in-
cluding the Mayor’s Pride of La 
Grange award in 2009, 2010 and 
2011.  She has also won Best of 
Show in the Fayette and Colorado 
County fairs.

To see her most recent works, 
attend the Best Little Quilt Show 
in Texas’s 15th Annual Show at 
the Fayette County Fairgrounds 
Feb. 24-25 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Quilts Blanket the County

Brigitte Mesecke’s quilts are on display in the gallery at the Chamber of Commerce office until Feb. 29.
Staff photo by Jeff Wick

By AILEEN LOEHR
The Fayette County Record

Lots of drugs are bought 
by mail these days, but mari-
juana isn’t supposed to be one 
of them.

A Schulenburg man was ar-
rested Monday after allegedly 
obtaining marijuana worth about 
$10,000 through the U.S. Postal 
Service. 

According to Sheriff Keith 
Korenek, the Fayette County 
Narcotics Unit executed a search 
and arrest warrant against  Ter-
rence Speed, 21, who was ar-
rested at 1121 James Ave. in 
Schulenburg.

Investigators intercepted a 
package that had been shipped 
to Schulenburg from El Paso 

that contained five pounds of 
high-grade marijuana, accord-
ing to Korenek. 

Inside the home, officers 
also found a semi-automatic 
pistol, which was reported sto-
len from Schulenburg in 2010. 
Speed was taken to the Fayette 
County Justice Center where he 
was booked for possession of 
marijuana.  

Charges of engaging in or-
ganized criminal activity will 
possibly be filed on up to three 
other individuals involved with 
this offence, Korenek said.  

The United States Attorney’s 
Office will review the firearm 
case and determine if it will be 
filed in federal or state court.

Pot Was Poor Choice
For Special Delivery

The Schulenburg school dis-
trict’s elementary and secondary 
schools are celebrating Saturday 
with the NFL.

They got a $6,650 grant 
from the “Fuel Up to Play 60” 
program and will hold a school-
wide tailgating rally Feb. 18.

Launched by the National 
Dairy Council and the National 
Football League, “Fuel Up to 
Play 60” hopes to combat child-
hood obesity by helping students 

make positive changes in their 
schools by improving opportu-
nities to eat nutrient-rich foods 
and get at least 60 minutes of 
physical activity every day. 

Willis Adams, the former 
Schulenburg High School foot-
ball and track star, noted Univer-
sity of Houston football player 
and former Cleveland Browns 
wide receiver, will make a spe-
cial appearance at the school to 

Rescue Squad

Fayette County EMS Captain Malissa Stokes stands here at headquarters in La Grange. She is being 
called a hero for helping a Flatonia officer as he was about to be attacked.        Staff photo by Jeff Wick  

Former Cleveland Browns
Player in County Saturday

Turn to Fitness, back pageTurn to EMS Tech, back page

EMS Action Prevented an ‘Officer Down’

By AILEEN LOEHR
The Fayette County Record

The south and west sides of 
La Grange are where most street 
work during 2012 will be done, 
according to plans drawn up by 
city staff.

City Manager Shawn Rab-
orn presented a list of proposed 
projects to the city council Mon-
day night.

“The total investment this year 
in street repair and maintenance is 
estimated to be right at $300,000,” 
he told the council. That’s a little 
higher than last year.

Raborn said some of the 
work has already begun, includ-
ing this past week on the 200 
block of Water Street.

He has 15 segments for the 
chip seal paving program this 
year. They total $126,417, based 
on the estimated cost per square 

yard of the paving material.
Funding for these projects 

come from the 2011-12 Capital 
Improvement Fund budget.

The most expensive single 
segment is for South Franklin 
Street, from Travis to Eblin, at 
$16,192.

Other streets on the list are 
S. Brown (Travis to Lowerline); 
S. Jackson (Travis to Eblin);  S. 
Washington (Crockett to Eblin);  
S. Main (Crockett to Live Oak); 
S. Water (Travis to Milam) S. 
Diers (Milam to Lowerline); W. 
Crockett (Brown to Jefferson), 
W. Milam (Diers to Jefferson); 
W. Lowerline, (Jefferson to end); 
W. Walnut (Main to Jefferson); 
W.  Pecan (Main to Jefferson); 
W. Cedar (Main to  Jefferson); 
W. Live Oak (Main to Jeffer-
son); and W. Eblin (Washington 
to Jefferson).

Streets Listed for This Year’s 
Seal Coating in La Grange

By LARRY JACKSON
The Fayette County Record

Flatonia may get not just 
one, but two new fire stations.

At its regular meeting Mon-
day night, the Flatonia city coun-
cil set a special workshop for 6 
p.m. Feb. 22 at City Hall to “dis-
cuss and give direction to staff ” 
on potential building projects, 
particularly improvements for 

the police and fire station.
But they also approved mak-

ing a request to the LCRA for a 
$25,000 grant toward construc-
tion of a new “southside” fire 
station. Because the town is di-
vided by the railroad tracks, a 
place to house a firetruck on the 
south side is being proposed.

“We are eligible to apply for 

Flatonia Requests LCRA
Grant for New Fire Station

Turn to Flatonia, back page

Turn to Pigs, back page

Playoff Champs
The Flatonia and Fayette-

ville girls won playoff games 
Tuesday.           See Sports, A8

Record Timecapsule From 10 Years Ago

By ANDY BEHLEN

The Fayette County Record

“Ten acres of St. Augustine 
doesn’t make very good wildlife 
habitat.”

That’s what a local land-
owner told me recently while we 
discussed the issue of land frag-
mentation in Fayette County. I 
wrote about this topic two weeks 
ago after it came up at a meet-
ing between the Fayette County 
Commissioners Court and the 
local Agrilife agents.

At that meeting, the Com-
missioners discussed the in-
creasing risk of wildfire as more 
and more landowners move 
their property from ag produc-
tion into wildlife management. 
As large farms and ranches get 
split into multiple small tracts, 
new landowners find it much 
easier to obtain breaks on their 
property taxes for wildlife man-
agement rather than raising cat-
tle or cutting hay. 

They plant native grasses 
that grow tall without any cattle 
grazing. This creates a big wild-
fire risk, especially this time of 
year when the weather freezes 
and those grasses become dor-
mant and dry.

I didn’t intend to disparage 
anyone who does this with their 
property. Landowners attempt-
ing to restore the great prairie 
that once covered this area are 
doing a great service to wildlife, 
especially the monarch butter-
flies that migrate through Fay-
ette County every year. I’m not 
trying to tell anyone what to do 
with their property. But I’d much 
rather see the prairie return than 
10-acre blocks of St. Augustine 
everywhere.

This landowner I spoke with 
last week turned me onto the 
Fayette Prairie Chapter of the 
Native Prairies Association of 
Texas. This group dedicates it-
self to the conservation, restora-
tion, and appreciation of native 
prairies, savannas, and other 
grasslands in Texas. The Fayette 
Prairie Chapter formed in 2020. 

Local writer Gary Kocurek 
wrote about this organization 
in the January 2022 issue of the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment newsletter “Oaks and 
Prairie Wildlifer.”

“We know from early his-
torical accounts that the area 
consisted of tall grass prairies 
with clusters of oaks, with a 
greater diversity and spatial den-
sity of trees along the Brazos, 
Colorado, Navidad, Lavaca and 
Guadalupe rivers and their tribu-
taries,” Kocurek wrote. “These 
were ‘disturbance-dependent’ 
prairies, maintained by prairie 
fires and the buffalo herds that 
followed, seeking the green re-
growth. A resilient prairie re-
quires disturbances from fire 
and grazing to maintain the 
plant heterogeneity that makes 
this ecosystem an ideal habitat 
for a variety of grazing mam-
mals, birds and pollinating in-
sects.”

Kocurek says nearly all of 
this ecosystem was lost with Eu-
ropean settlement and the inten-
sive agriculture that followed.

“Farmland for cotton, corn 
and other crops yielded over 
the decades to rangeland, and 
after WWII cattle grazing and 
hayfields dominated,” Kocurek 
wrote. “With the introduction 
of varieties of Bermudagrass, 
forage production changed dra-
matically and permanently away 
from native perennial grasses.”

It didn’t just affect grass-
lands. The woods changed, too.

“Woody encroachment by 
low-quality trees such as red ce-
dar, and brush such as yaupon 
increased as the frequency of 
fire decreased,” he wrote.

Kocurek poses the follow-
ing questions: “Are the Fayette 
Prairie and Post Oak Savanna 
destined to become 10-acre 
tracts, essentially gentrified big 
yards? Will favorite sports such 
as hunting and fishing become 
impractical because the area has 
become just too fragmented?”

Folks like Kocurek believe 
it doesn’t have to be that way if 
landowners team together to re-
store the prairie.

Native grasses benefit from 

occasional grazing or fire. Lots 
of folks shy away from pre-
scribed burns. I can certainly 
understand why after that scary 
fire in Bastrop last month. But 
fire can be a great way to man-
age native grasses. I admit, I’m 
scared to do it myself, but I 
have seen it done safely and ef-
fectively. One local group, the 
South Central Texas Prescribed 
Burn Association, helps mem-
bers conduct prescribed burns 
on their properties. (Find out 
more about them at https://sct-
pba.org.)

You can also get many of the 
benefits of fire without the dan-

ger by grazing cattle or cutting 
hay.

At that Commissioners 
Court meeting two weeks ago, 
Agrilife Agent Scott Willey of-
fered a simple suggestion for 
small tract owners: install a gate 
in the fence and ask the neigh-
bor to graze his cattle on your 
property.

Kocurek agrees: “Cattle 
grazing and haying are defi-
nitely part of prairie manage-
ment, and these traditional prac-
tices can be carried out so that 
they are actually beneficial to 
the prairie ecology,” he wrote. 
“Sustainable grazing and wild-
life habitats go hand-in-hand in 
rangeland management.”

I think landowners practic-
ing wildlife management should 
consider occasional grazing or 
offering their neighbors a cut 
of hay. If you’re not leasing the 
property, you can always kick 
the cattle off before they begin 
to overgraze your grass. 

Read Kocurek’s story and 
more about wildlife manage-
ment in the January 2022 issue 
of the Oaks and Prairie Wild-

lifer, available online at https://
bit.ly/3sSPoGS.

If you read the newsletter, it 
includes an article about treating 
sedge grass (genus Cyperaceae, 
sometimes known as nutgrass) 
with glyphosate, the toxic chem-
ical in the popular herbicide 
RoundUp. 

I think that’s terrible advise. 
Glyphosate is toxic to you, 

your children and especially 
your pets. Please, don’t use it. 

I admit, though, sedge grass 
is very difficult to control. 

Howard Garrett, one of the 
premier experts on organic gar-
dening in Texas, says molasses 
is the best way to control sedge 
grass. Garrett recommends 
drenching with a mixture of ¼ 
to ½ cup of liquid molasses per 
gallon of water. Use one gallon 
of the mixture to drench every 
nine to ten square feet. He says 
two to three applications may 
be required to knock out sedge. 
Garrett says sedges prefer poor 
soil. Molasses boosts the micro-
bial levels in soil and the nut-
grass “fades away,” Garrett says.

By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

Some Thoughts on Native Grasses 

The ninth annual La Grange Uncorked 
wine festival was another success even if 
Mother Nature didn’t always cooperate.

Gusty winds, rain and cold tempera-
tures greeted early arriving guests Saturday 
but as the afternoon wore on, the sun came 
out and made for better conditions. 

“We braved the elements, what a crazy 
Saturday,” said Stacey Norris, Director of 
Community Development & Tourism. “It 
was just shy of a sell-out at a little less than 
500 tickets sold.”

Wine and Breeze at 
La Grange Uncorked 

Above and below, photos of attendees at Saturday’s La Grange Uncorked.         Photos by Stacey Norris

www.coloradovalleyg.com
www.miltonsfurniture.com
www.swissalptexas.com
www.entertainment.com
www.fayettecountyrecord.com
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capitalfarmcredit.com
NMLS493828

la grange  
456 N. Jefferson

979.968.5750

Easy
does it now

At Capital Farm Credit, 

your goals are our goals. 

We take pride in helping 

Texans grow and thrive.

 La Grange Branch 

Over 35 years of hometown 
banking experience.  

Contact me today for your 
loan needs! 

22001100 HHiigghhwwaayy 7711 WWeesstt 
((997799))996666--00555566

SHERRY L. PFLUGER
Senior Vice President

NMLS# 615337

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertising 

in this newspaper is subject to 

the Fair Housing Act which 

makes it illegal to advertise 

“any preference, limitation or 

discrimination based on race, 

color, religion, sex, handicap, 

familial status or national origin, 

or an intention, to make any 

such preference, limitation or 

discrimination.”

Familial status includes 

children under the age of 18 

living with parents or legal cus-

todians, pregnant women and 

people securing custody of chil-

dren under 18.

This newspaper will not 

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which is 

in violation of the law. Our 

readers are hereby informed 

that all dwellings advertised in 

this newspaper are available on 

an equal opportunity basis. To 

complain of discrimination call 

HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-

9777. The toll-free telephone 

number for the hearing impaired

is 1-800-927-9275.

CACTUS OAKS
1 & 2 BEDROOM 

APARTMENTS

Some rental assistance available. 

Laundry room, Central air/

heat, range, refrigerator, lawn 

care,  & garbage provided.

Rental Office Hours: 9 a.m.-12 noon M-F

500 S. Cindy Lane

   (979) 968-6045  TDD-1-800-735-2989

Equal Housing

 Opportunity

Handicap

Accessible

THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL

OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER & EMPLOYER

GARAGE APARTMENT

FOR RENT

La Grange historic neighborhood 

near downtown. Attractive homelike 
setting, beautiful landscaping, 

fully furnished, single twin bed, 
motel amenities, safe, private.

Utilities included, $725 per month, 
$350 security deposit, monthly 

lease, no pets, no smoking.

COVID Vaccine Required

(979)716-7150

REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT/LEASE
3 BD/2-½ BA -  Large kitchen, approx. 
2200 sq ft. 2 car attached garage 
plus workshop, Brick SFH on approx. 
5 acres, beautiful oaks in majestic 
setting. Lots of parking. Well water . 
3 miles from La Grange, just outside 
city limits. Remodel in 2017. Million 
Dollar view from back yard. No pets, 
avail April 2022  $2,675 mo. - David 
(713)922-2709

(30-tfc)

PREMIUM OFFICE space for rent on 
the square- La Grange. (512) 773-
5163.

(74-tfc)

COMMERCIAL OFFICE SPACE, 811 
E. Travis, 1800 sf. formerly Workforce 
Center, $1000 mo. (979)966-2880

(96-tfc) 

RENTAL 930 E. UPPERLINE, La 
Grange - Newly remodeled. Two bed-
room, one bath - $1,400.00 per month. 
Gardener included.First, last and 
deposit. Contact: Larry (805) 944-8259

(29-5c)

REAL ESTATE

RV SPACES for rent between 
Schulenburg & Engle, $350/mo + 
electric, please visit snscamping.com 
or call/text (361)596-3513 for more 
details.

(31-8c)

FOR RENT/LEASE

REAL ESTATE

Subscribe Today!

LOOKING FOR pasture to cut fire-
wood - green or dry Post Oak - 
(979)743-9710

(29-4p)

WANTED

We are looking for a Highly Motivated Experienced Automotive Service Technician

and Auto Body Shop Technician. If you have what it takes to excel in a fast-paced environment,

then we have the place for you. APPLY IN PERSON TODAY!

AUTO BODY SHOP TECHNICIAN
& AUTO SERVICE TECHNICIAN

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

EMPLOYMENT 

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT 

HOLLIE'S HOMEMAKING-is now hir-
ing a housekeeper. Must be trustwor-
thy and a hard worker.  Good pay, good 
environment. (979)530-3174

(80-tfc)

A POSITION open for a maintenance 
person for a local apartment complex 
as of Nov. 1 - Call (713) 724-2657

(102-tfc)

BOWIE TABLE Co. is now hiring labor 
to put up tents & tables. Pays cash 
weekly. Please call (979)966-9260

(30-2p)

Employment Openings at 

Your Business?

CALL (979) 968-3155

GOT A Job 
Opening At 

Your Business?
We Can Help! 

(979) 968-3155

Call to place your ad!

RECORD
Classifieds!

www.snscamping.com
www.lagrangeford.com
www.capitalfarmcredit.com
www.hartlandrealestate.com
www.roundtoprealestate.com
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 979-968-5803    www.LindemannRealEstate.com

EST. 1958

,

821 E. Travis St. • La Grange, Texas 78945 

23.7 Acres: paved road frontage, new entrance, fenced, ag exempt, 
scattered live oaks & post oaks, Buckner’s Creek frontage. Rolling w/ 
great building sites. FM 154. $415,000. #134913
Commercial Bldg: 1,952 sq.ft. Metal & Brick Exterior. Ample parking 
& remote gated area in back. 661 Ellinger Rd (aka Business 71). 
$349,500. # 134726
To Be Moved: 2bd/1bath 1,152 sq.ft. Buyer responsible for moving 
costs $35,000. #134008

   ★ Jonna Hale, RealtoR    ★ Katy MicHalke, BRokeR    ★ Joslyn Hensley, RealtoR

LIS
T 

with
 

LIN
DEM

ANN!

4 Bd, 2 1/2 bath on 2 ac: 1,529 sq.ft. built in 1994. Vinyl siding & comp 
roof. Lg covered porches, carport & storage bldg. 845 West Point Lp. 
$249,900. #133934
35 Acres: Mostly cleared with scattered live oaks, electricity & creek. 
Deed Restrictions. Frontage on Hwy 71 & Woods Prairie Cemetery Rd. 
$13,500./acre #133271

PENDING

HIGH HILL RANCH
Panoramic views, deed restricted, paved road frontage, underground electric will be installed & owner financing available.

Just off Falke Heinrich Rd in the High Hill/ Swiss Alp Area in the Heart of Fayette County
Lot 1: 3 acres ~ $119,000. 
Lot 2: 3 acres ~ $126,000. 
Lot 3: 4.057 acres ~ $156,000.
Lot 4: 6.065 acres ~ $239,000.
Lot 5: 6.814 acres ~ $269,000.
Lot 6: 5.522 acres ~ $229,000.
Lot 7: 3.908 acres ~ $159,000.

Lot 8: 5.092 acres ~ $199,000.
Lot 9: 4.140 acres ~ $159,000.
Lot 10: 4.065 acres ~ $159,000.
Lot 11: 3.055 acres ~ $119,000.
Lot 12: 4.655 acres with 2 year old water well ~ $199,000.
Lot 13: 3.101 acres ~ $129,000.
Lot 14: 3.1 acres ~ $129,000. 

SOLD

SOLD

PENDING

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

NOW HIRING 

KEYSTONE ENGINEERING 

Schulenburg, TX 

Keystone Engineering is taking applications for 

PLASTIC FABRICATION.

Willing to Train 

Applicants must be able to do various types of labor 

including lifting, cleaning and maintenance. 

Must pass drug testing/physical 

Life/Health/Dental & Vision Insurance, 

Prescription Card, Paid Vacations/Holidays 

**Payroll Savings** 401K 

Apply between 7:00 am and 2:00 pm

7033 West US Hwy 90, Schulenburg, TX 

Call Elias at 512-718-3793 

EOE

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 

 

Journeyman Plumbers 
Journeyman Electricians 

Equipment Operator 
HVAC Installers 

Service Plumbers 
 
 

Join our team of professionals  
Paid vacation, holidays, medical benefits, 401K 

and excellent pay.  
 

VISIT OUR WEBPAGE AT www.leonsmep.com 
  
 

Call (979)743-3056.   
Fax resume to (979)743-3887 or e-mail it to: 

ron@leonservice.com 
 

    Electric and Plumbing, Inc.  
                            is an equal opportunity employer. 

VWM 
TECL19173   TACLA010545C   MPL13697 

	

	

BWI has THE JOB for You! 

The leader in wholesale distribution of quality lawn & garden, pro 

turf, pro horticulture, and farm & ranch supplies is looking for 

warehouse employees to work 4/10 hour night shift at our 

145,000 sq. ft. warehouse in Schulenburg. 

• Paid Vacation    • Sick Leave    • 8 Paid Holidays 

• Blue Cross/Blue Shield Health Insurance 

• 401K Retirement Plan with Generous Company Match 

• Competitive Wages    • Family Atmosphere 

Drug Testing & Physical Required 
 Basic Computer Skills Required 

 

 

100 N. MAIN • SCHULENBURG 

An Equal Opportunity & E-Verify Employer 

Apply in Person 

8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Monday – Friday 

PENDING

★  NEWLY LISTED  ★

PENDING

326 E PECAN, LG:   Great Family Home;  4 lg bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 car carport, tree 
shaded fenced yard, within walking distance to schools & shopping.  Good bones/
needs your updates:  Reduced $240,000 + $5,000 Repair allowance, txls #133118
525 E PECAN ST: Newly remodeled 2 bed, 2 bath, formal dining, kitchen, laundry, 
updated bath, new flooring throughout.  New pergola in back yard. Landscape with 
irrigation. This is a must see TXLS listing # 131467. REDUCED TO $235,000

40 ACRES, rolling hills, sandy soil, pond, seasonal creek, partially wood-
ed.  Bldg with bath, camper, carport, tool shed, septic & water. #128916

★

★  HOMES  ★

★

PENDING

PENDING

★
 

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★
Please visit txls.com to get details on these listings.

 

DIGGS REAL ESTATE, INC.            
Nancy Diggs/Owner, Jerri Ann Taylor/Broker, Jean Heger/Agent Nancy Diggs/Owner,  Jerri Ann Taylor/Broker,  & Jean Heger /Agent

★

★  NEW LISTINGS  ★

COMMERCIAL BLDG & 8 AC, 3618 HWY 159:  Current An-
tique Venue w/existing dealers.  12-16 RV hookups.  Main Bldg 
2450 sq ft.  Barns. $649,500. #115197

★  INVESTMENT PROPERTIES ★

★ ACREAGE/LOTS ★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

3541 HWY 159, LG:  23 AC, rolling w/views, lg Live Oaks.  6137 sq ft home, 7 BD, 4 BA, 
2- 1/2 BA, formals, very customized.  Pool w/cabana.  4,000 sq ft party barn w/ofc, ba, kit, 
cooler, workshop, RV hookup.  5,000 sq ft barn. #131969

★  COUNTRY PROPERTIES  ★

406 FORDTRANDT ST., ELLINGER:  1/2 AC corner lot, 1748 sq ft metal bldg, 1/2 
ACRE, $120,000 #134804
405 FORDTRANDT ST., ELLINGER:  3BD, 2 1/2 BA, 1,836 sq ft, cov porch, many 
updates, pool, 2 car carport, privacy fence, 28’x20’ shop, smoke house, 1/2 AC corner 
lot, LG ISD, $325,000 #134802
3539 ST HWY 159, LG:  16 1/2 ACRES, beautiful building site, rolling w/views, just 
outside the city limits.  Mostly open w/ large Live Oaks, pond, water well & windmill.  
Light restrictions. #134537
1214 TX HWY 237, FAYETTEVILLE:  Almost 4 ACRES w/ Brick home, 1935 sq ft, 
3 BD, 2 1/2 BA, open floor plan, appliances, attached gar.  1470 sq ft workshop w/ 
overhead doors.  1 BD/1BA cottage.  RV hookup, fenced for animals, storage bldgs, 
sprinkler system, gated entrance...  LOCATED ALONG THE ANTIQUE CORRIDOR 
NEAR ROUND TOP.   #134458

258 S WASHINGTON, LG:  Walk to the historic La Grange Square!  
Yesteryear’s charm fills the spacious rooms of this stucco home 
with 1800+ square feet, 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, broad front porch, 
master en suite, eat in kitchen, formal dining, utility room w/ 1/2 
bath, etc...  Great for antiques, collectibles & good friends!  Create 
your own special memories in this one of a kind home.  Call for 
appointment. 

★  NEW LISTINGS  ★
305 LESTER, LG:  Brick 2 BD, 2 BA home, 1367 sq ft, indoor utility, 1 car gar, det gar & 
carport, stg bldg, cov back porch, mature pecan trees in large/ fenced yard.  Within walking 
distance to public schools and HEB.  $189,000. #134311
342 N WASHINGTON, LG: Brick, 2 BD, 1 BA home within walking distance to the historic 
LG town square.  Open floor plan, 1532 sq ft, updated bathroom, mud room, 1 car garage 
with utility area, 1 car carport, majestic Live Oak, pecan trees, big lot.  $150,000. #134269
11 ACRES, BELOTA RD. & FRANCIS RD/PLUM TX:  unrestricted, corner tract.  No trees.  
Power & water close by.  $15,000/acre. TXLS#133824
ANTIQUE ALLEY:  4924 HWY 237, WARRENTON:  1 1/2 ACRE,  retro mobile home ready for 
your refurbishing, carport, outbuildings, water well, power.  $375,000 #133185

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

is seeking a 

FT Lending Assistant 

to work in our La Grange Branch. 

We offer a competitive base salary, 

incentives and benefits. 
If you would like to join our 

growing team of experienced 

bankers, please apply online at 

www.prosperitybankusa.com 

under the career section. 

EOE M/F/D/V. Member FDIC”

HIRING 
1-2 people as a porter to help 

load purchases and do general 

maintenance in Round Top at 

a well respected show from 

March 11th-April 3rd paying 

$20/hour. Must be dependable, 

able to lift 50lbs, friendly 

and enjoy staying busy. 

Could turn into future work

opportunities if it works out!

Call 830-225-3637

to set up an interview.

SMILING FACE WANTED

Full Time Position
Rotating 5am-1pm 

&1pm – closing Shifts. 
Weekends included 

Must have good customer 
service skills. Must be able 

to work at a high pace. 
Must work well with others 

Insurance after 60 days, 
Vacation after 1 year and IRA 

program offered 

Apply at 

Hruska’s Ellinger, TX

Want to let the community 

know about your business?

Call Us (979) 968-3155

 We can help!

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT 
OLD WORLD Antieks is currently seek-

ing a Sales Team Member.  Must have 

strong people skills, energetic, self-

motivated, and computer literate.  Must 

be available to work weekdays/some 

weekends.  Apply in person at 5414 W 

State HWY 71, La Grange, TX 78945.

(26-6c)

HELP WANTED- Oilfield Roustabout/

Shop Hand - MUST PASS DRUG TEST 

& DRIVING CHECK - Call or email 

jennifer@mcguireindustries.com for 

application (979)242-5349

(31-4c)

HELP WANTED: Full time Class "A" 

CDL truck driver with good driving 

record. Benefits include friendly work 

environment, overtime pay, holidays, 

sick days, vacation, health insurance 

and 401K. Apply in person at M-G 

Farm Service Center, 201 East Post 

Office Street, Weimar, or send resume 

to edwinl@m-ginc.com. 

(87-wc)

HELP WANTED: Full-time sales clerk 

and small engine mechanic. Must have 

reliable transportation with good driv-

ing record. Benefits include friendly 

work environment, paid holidays, sick 

days & vacation, health insurance & 

401 K. Apply in person at M-G Farm 

Service Center, 201 E. Post Office, 

Weimar, Texas 78962 or send resume 

to edwinl@m-ginc.com. 

(87-wc)

www.gmail.com
www.prosperitybankusa.com
https://butler.contractors
www.leonsmep.com
www.lindemannrealestate.com
www.txls.com
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NOW HIRING
Kemlon Products in Schulenburg is accepting applications 

for individuals with machining experience. 

Manuel engine lathe, turrett lathe and milling machine skills 

required. Experience in molds and mold modifi cations helpful. 
Also CNC Machinist, may consider training.

Must pass drug testing/physical.

Life/Health/Dental & Vision Ins. * Prescription Card

Paid Vacations/Holidays * Payroll Savings * 401K

Apply between 8:00  am and 3:00 pm

1401 Huser Blvd, Schulenburg, TX 78956

Call Ben at (979) 743-5000

EOE

MICO MACHINE COMPANY
390 S Reynolds, La Grange 

Now Hiring
Full-Time 

Shipping Clerk
M-T 5:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Benefi ts include 
Insurance, Vacation

and 401(k)
Apply in person

MICO MACHINE COMPANY
390 S Reynolds, La Grange 

Now Hiring
Full-Time 

Purchasing Agent
Day Shift

Benefi ts include 
Insurance, Vacation

and 401(k)
Apply in person

CARRIZO WELL SERVICE, LLC
Job Opening:

The primary function of this job  
is to be the Floor Hand on a  

workover rig.
Workovers are operations targeted 

to increase production fl ow in 
wells that have begun to 

produce less oil.   
Requirements:

Previous oil & gas 
experience preferred.

Must be able to work over 
40 hours in a week. 

Employment Applications can be 
picked up at the CML Exploration

offi ce at the following address: 
3852 N US Highway 77

LaGrange TX 78945 
or call (979) 242-5143

-TAYLOR PLUMBING-

License No. M-42341

1236 E. Old Lockhart Rd.

West Point, TX 78963

979/338-9325

Manuel’s
Landscaping

Services

Tree Trimming

Lawn Mowing & WEed Eating

Garden & Yard Work

Fencing • Painting

& Much More!

Call me, manuel at

979-966-3035!

I DO It all!

VEGA  LANDSCAPE

� Fireplaces

 � Patios & Walkways

 � Chimney sweep

 � Concrete services

 � Tree work

 � Landscape lights

     INSURED

Call  (979) 595-7083

Lee County Ace Hardware Septic Solutions

Septic Pumping
Septic Systems Installation

Aerobic Maintenance Services

979-542-2413

Thu-Sat, Feb 17-19, 9-4

607 Ramona St. 

Smithville

Antique collectors 

collections. 

Way to much to list! 

 Its packed!

Dont miss this one!

CASH ONLY

BRING HELP TO LOAD

Full ad on EstateSales.net

EXTRAORDINARY 
ESTATE SALE

The Round Top 
Historical Society
will have their annual 

Garage Sale fundraiser,

Sat., Feb. 19, 9-5 & 
Sun., Feb. 20, 10-4 

Household goods, furniture, 
antiques, decorative items, 

glassware.
At our campus behind the 
Round Top Post Offi ce at 

397 E. Mill St. RT.    
For more information: 
contact Rose Diers at 

713-376-9454 or 
281-610-8274

MOVING SALE
CONTINUES everyday 

until the end of the month. 

7544 FM 609 

10am to 4pm, 
Entertainment Centers, Tools, 

Dining Room Table w/10 chairs, 
Vanity, Shelves, 

Desk & Chair, Lots of Misc. 

CASH ONLY! 

979-702-1486, 

979-702-9063.

Public Notice:

Invitation for sealed bids for 
construction offi ce trailer.

Fayette County Habitat an-
nounces that we will accept 
sealed bids for a 28x8 construc-
tion offi ce trailer. Sealed bids 
must be received no later than 
4pm on Thursday, March 10th, 
2022.

Bids will be opened and read 
aloud at a public meeting of the 
Fayette County Habitat for Hu-
manity Board of Directors on 
Monday, March 14th, 2022. Bid 
will be awarded to the highest 
bidder.

Trailer may be inspected by 

appointment by calling 210-
816-0942 or can be seen at 805 
Mode Ln. in La Grange. There 
is a reserve price of $500 on the 
trailer. Bid is for trailer only, no 
contents.

Photos can been seen at www.
FayetteCountyHabitat.org

Bill of Sale only. Trailer must 
be removed within 30 days of 
award at buyers expense.

Bids may be mailed to PO Box 
1127, La Grange, TX 78945 or 
hand delivered by appointment. 
To a schedule a viewing or bid 
delivery appointment contact 
info@FayetteCountyHabitat.
org

(30-2c)

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE TERMS AND 
PROVISIONS OF THE TEX-
AS ALCOHOLIC BEVER-
AGE CODE THAT, TEXAS 
PETROLEUM GROUP, LLC 
HAS FILED AN APPLICA-
TION FOR A WINE AND 
MALT BEVERAGE RE-
TAILER’S OFF-PREMISE 
PERMIT TO BE ISSUED TO 

TIMEWISE FOOD STORE 
#160, LOCATED AT 709 N 
LA GRANGE ST., FLATO-
NIA, FAYETTE COUNTY 
TEXAS 78941

KEVIN AUTIN – CEO
JUSTINE BOTTOMS – CFO
JEREMIE SCHLEIS – 
VP OF SALES
JOSE ENDARA – 
VP OF TAX

(31-2p)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters Testamen-
tary for the ESTATE OF WIL-
LIAM DENNIS SIMONSON, 
JR.,  DECEASED, were ap-
proved by the Court on January 
27, 2022 and were issued on Jan-
uary 31, 2022, , in Docket No. 
12744, pending in the County 
Court of Fayette County, Texas, 
to Mr. William Chiraphan Si-
monson, 1077 Choctaw Ridge, 
Prattville, A: 36067,  Indepen-
dent Independent Administrator 
of the Estate of William Dennis 
Simonson, Jr., with Registered 
Agent for the Estate of William 
Dennis Simonson, Jr., being 
Mary W. Gunn, 107 W. Crock-
ett, Suite A, La Grange, Texas 
78945.

 All persons having 
claims against this Estate, which 
is currently being administered, 

are required to present them 
within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law, with any 
claim being addressed in care 
of Mary W. Gunn, attorney for 
attorney for Mr. William Chi-
raphan Simonson, 107 West 
Crockett, Suite A, La Grange, 
Texas 78945. 

 Dated the 15th day of 
February, 2022.  

   
GIESE & GUNN LLP
107 West Crockett, 
Suite A 
La Grange, Texas 78945
Telephone: 
979.968.6365
Telecopier: 
979.968.6842
By:  Mary W. Gunn  
SBN: 24062757  
Attorney for 
William Chiraphan
Simonson

(31-1c)

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT 

Advertise 
Today!

979-968-3155

SERVICES SERVICES
TOPSOIL, MUSHROOM compost, 
box blade & dump truck services. We 
build roads and house & barn pads. 
Tommy Price Trucking (979) 242-5203 
or (979) 966-8158 (cell).

 (20-tfc)

FIXIN’ THINGS: Carpentry, painting, 
repairs, maintenance. Experienced, 
reliable, reasonable. (979) 247-4200.

(73-tfc)(35-tfc)

ANTIQUE FURNITURE Restoration. 
Saving family heirlooms since 1979. 
Restore, Don't Replace. Free esti-
mates. (361) 865-9326.

(98-tfc)(17-tfc)

COMPUTER SERVICE - Round Top 
-  Anti-virus & Smart TVs - Call John, 
(832)660-3856 -www.roundtopcom-
puter.com 

(68-tfc)(38-tfc)

HOLLIE'S HOMEMAKING, let us 
help your home or business sparkle! 
Including new construction & move 
out clean, carpet cleaning, windows, 
errand running, you name it. Licensed 
& Bonded - Voted Best of the Best in 
Fayette County. - Call (979) 530-3174

(11-tfc)

JUAN'S LAWN & Tree Service - 
Complete tree cutting, dead trees, 
fence line, dirt work, limb removal off 
roof, brush tree removal, stump work, 
mowing, grass installation, pressure 
washer - Affordable Quality Work - Call 
or Text (979)451-5663

(17-16p)

YARD WORK Wanted - cell (979)702-
3833

(30-tfc)

JULIO'S LANDSCAPING - Mow, lawn 
mtnce, flower bed clean up, mulch, 
tree trimming & removal. Call (979) 
451-9162 or (979) 203-7382 - Julio 
Mendoza

(12-14p)(26-17p)

FREE CONSULTATION plus 30 min-
ute personal training session - Call 
(979)250-1617 Madison Krenek

(28-tfnc)

G & C FENCES - Barbed Wire Fence 
Work - All types of fence clearing. 
- Brush work & brush clean up -  
(979)249-6052

(90-49p)(35-52p)

WE CAN clean your flower beds, add 
mulch, trim trees, and much more. 
(979) 702-1972

(43-tfnc)

RAINY TREE Services - Tree removal, 
bucket work, roof,fence, land clearing, 
stump grinding, Bobcat work. (979) 
540-0250 or (979) 542-2287

(25-16p)

SMALL BUSINESS Networking 
Consultant - (832)387-1153 - jrlaw@
control-sys.com

(27-7p)

PURPLE CLEAN - Clean homes and 
apartments - call us for an estimate! 
(979)702-1121

(31-8c)

WOODY CLEANING Service - I can 
clean your home or office - Call for 
rate (830)401-9054 - Local cleaning 
service..

(10-wc)

HOME REMODELING - cabinets - 
sheetrock - flooring - siding - painting 
- electrical - garages - shops -Thomas 
Faldyn (979) 702-1486

(50-wc)(68-wc)

FLORES TREE Experts LLC - (979) 
716-1724 - florestreeexperts@gmail.
com - Commercial and residential. Tree 
trimming, tree removal, fence clearing, 
brush chipping, stump grinding and 
much more. Over 25 years experience. 
Locally Owned & Operated. INSURED, 
FREE ESTIMATES.

 (47-wc)

SERVICES

FOR SALE FOR SALE

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

2010 FORD F-250 LARRIAT CC, 
4WD diesel, auto - Extras- $19,970 - 
(979)661-4975

(31-3p)

USED VEHICLES

BULLS FOR Sale - Black Angus,   
Charolais, Sim-Angus, Black Brangus. 
Locally raised - Gentle. Breeding Ages. 
Top bloodlines. Family owned since 
1975. Delivery available. Also Heifers. 
(979) 263-5829

(60-wc)(37-wc)

SIX YEAR old Simbrah-Red Angus 
Cross Bull for sale. Solid red color. 
Very satisfactory calvimg ease. Good 
disposition with no management 
issues. Located in the Willow Springs 
area. Call (979)966-9693 for more 
details.

(31-2p)

FOR SALE:  New Mexico Alfalfa Hay 
2021, 4th cutting. Barn stored. Sold 
by the bundle (14 square bales, 2 
strand) $220 per bundle. Buyer pick up. 
Located near Fayetteville, TX
Call or Text:  (979)743-9282

(17-5wc)(26-8c)

FOR SALE - 2-3/8", 2-7/8", 4-1/2", & 5" 
pipe. Also sucker rods. (979) 966-3447.

(11-tfc)

LIVESTOCK  / HAY

AIR COMPRESSORS in stock - 
Ingersol-Rand. Also, Victor torches 
& Miller welders & supplies. See 
@ Electric Motor Service. 840 N. 
Jefferson, La Grange.

(97-tfc)

REMOTE CONTROLLED adjustable 
bed frame. Fits queen or standard 
mattress. approx. 2 years old.  Like 
New. (512)241-9941, Kathy, Smithville 
- $300.00

(30-3p)

2006 JOHN DEERE HPX Gator  - 
Recently serviced.  New Engine 
Module and fuel pump, fairly new 
shocks, reworked carburetor, two new 
front tires.  Gator is equipped with tow-
ing package front and rear bumpers 
and canopy.  Asking $7,500 OBO.  Call 

Allan at (281) 650-8597
(30-2p)

FOR SALE
GOOD WOOD Pallets for sale - $2 
each. You pick them out. (979) 966-
8995.

(57-tfnc)

Subscribe Today!

FOR SALE

GARAGE SALES

ESTATE SALES

- PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD -
Please read your ad on the first day 

of  publication. If there are any errors, 

notify us immediately. 

The Fayette County Record 

will not assume responsibility 

for more than one  incorrect insertion of 

an advertisement. It is the advertiser’s 

responsibility to check the ad the first 

day of publication and to report any 

errors to the Classified Ad Department 

the same day for subsequent correction.

- PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD -

FC Habitat for Humanity 
Seeks Construction Bids

William Dennis Simonson 
Estate Claims Sought

Texas Petroleum Group 
Applies for TABC Permit

TEXSCAN TEXSCAN

TexSCAN Week of 
Feb. 20-26, 2022

ACREAGE

Hunting/investment/recreational property. Starting 

at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 30-year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ARROWHEADS

Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Clovis, 
Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic & 
unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR paid – up to 5 
figures for one point. I am a very serious high-end 
collector. Call 979-218-3351.

EMPLOYMENT

Jourdanton Police – Now Hiring Texas Peace Officers 
– $2,500 sign-on incentive. TMRS Retirement, uniform 
allowance, certification pay, 13 paid holidays, zero cost 
health, insurance premium, FSA account, required 
equipment provided, competitive salary, dental/
vision policy and more. For complete details contact: 
ekaiser@jourdantonpd.net.

EVENTS

Southeast Texas Boat, Sport & RV Show – March 
4-5-6, Ford Park, Beaumont, Texas. THE Place to buy 
your new Boat or RV! See 50 Boat and RV Brands in 1 
Location! SouthEastTexasBoatRVShow.com.

Golden Triangle Home & Garden Show – 
March 4-5-6, Ford Park, Beaumont, Texas.   
EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME! See a multitude 
of Home Improvement Professionals in 1 location! 
GoldenTriangleHomeAndGardenShow.com. 

GENERATORS

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 

power during utility power outages, so your home and 

family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 

7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 

quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 

855-704-8579.

REAL ESTATE

GRAND OPENING LAND SALE! March 

5 & 6. 2 acres only $47,900. 2 acres & barndo shell just 

$99,900*. SAVE THOUSANDS! High-speed internet, 

40 minutes – Gainesville. Excellent land financing. Call 

877-333-8815, x.114 or BlackJackMeadowsRanch.com 

*800SF, to-be built.

MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-

dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 

plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 

Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 

www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 

and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 

Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 

RefrigerantFinders.com 

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 

–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 

Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 

or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 

can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

www.fayettecountyhabitat.org
www.puter.com
www.estatesales.net
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com
www.switzerauction.net
www.dental50plus.com/txpress
www.refrigerantfinders.com
www.southeasttexasboatrvshow.com
www.goldentrianglehomeandgardenshow.com
www.ftc.gov/bizop
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The Ellinger Sewer and 
Water Supply Corporation held 
its regular monthly meeting on 
Monday, Feb. 14 at the Ellinger 
Fire Station. Roy Moore, vice 
president, called the meeting to 
order at 7 p.m. Moore and Mike 
Schlabach were in attendance, 
but Bradley Dunk and Paula Ur-
ban were present via a confer-
ence call, so a quorum was met. 

Jeffrey James was appointed 
to fill a temporary vacancy on 
the board. He replaces Walter 
Reynolds until the annual meet-
ing. 

The board held a special 
meeting on Jan. 19 with Hun-
ger, Moore, Schlabach, Dunk, 
Reynolds, and Paula Urban in 
attendance. Special guest was 
Paul King, Circuit Rider/Tech-
nical Assistance Department 
Texas Rural Water Association 
(TRWA). They discussed elec-
tion procedures; the annual 
meeting has been moved to 
April 28 and will be held at the 
Ellinger Community Center/
Dining Hall at 7 p.m. Three 
Board positions are on the ballot 
for three year terms. 

Next the Board reviewed the 
2022 Budget. It was noted that 
the budget should be included 
on the October or November 
agenda so it gets approved be-
fore the new year. 

Several corporation mem-
bers as well as board members 
had concerns about the billing 
system. Customers are not get-
ting invoices until the middle of 
the month and payment is due in 
a few days. The board is look-
ing into the matter and will not 
charge any late fees again this 
month since bills were received 
on Feb. 14, and due Feb. 18. 
Members are urged to call cus-
tomer service for information 
about the billing system or their 
personal bill. Customers will 
be receiving information about 
new payment portal options. 
It seems bill pay is shifting to 
online payment, “Instapay,” pay 
by phone, or bank draft due to 
postal delivery delays. 

Inframark operated the El-
linger Sewer and Water Sup-
ply Corporation facilities, 
performed maintenance, coor-
dinated with contractors, and 
provided regulatory compliance 
services for January 2022. Op-
eration expenses accrued by the 
firm totaled $3,948.05. Wells 
produced 635,000 gallons of 

water in December, and water 
accountability was at 92%. One 
water main leak was repaired on 
Jan. 22 and four loads of sludge 
was hauled from the WWTP. 

James Weishuhn present-
ed the Engineer’s Report. He 
noted that bids for the storage 
tank project cannot move for-
ward until the technical review 
is complete. All paperwork has 
been submitted to the TWDB 
for final approval. Closing on 
the loan is tentatively set for 
March 2022. He did inform the 
board that a pilot test for the 
multi-media filtration system 
will move forward. He advised 
the board to include a copy of 
the Water Conservation Plan 
on its website. According to the 
Emergency Preparedness Plan 
ESW needs to install a genera-
tor at the water well site so that 
there is power for the water plant 
during power outages. Board 
members will meet to discuss 
best type of generator/ propane 
vs diesel and how to fund the 
system. Schlabach noted that 
leftover USDA funds could not 
be used for this project, and the 
City’s CDBG grant funds fell 
through. 

Weishuhn also reported that 
it seems that Ellinger Sewer and 
Water Supply would have an 
adequate water supply for the 
18 unit apartment complex and 
the new Hruska Store, but this 
would not be the case for the 
sewer system. Estimated water 
usage for the new convenience 
store alone would increase from 
3,600 gallons daily to 18,000 
gallons daily. The increase in 
volume for the sewer system 
would rise to 95%; this is more 
than Ellinger’s current permit 
allows and planning for a new 
sewer plant or expansion  would 
need to go into  effect.  Needless 
to say the corporation is feeling 
growing pains. The board re-
fused to commit to a written ser-
vice agreement with Terri and 

Jeffrey James of Hruska’s at this 
time. More studies are needed 
as well as data to narrow down 
water and sewer usage. 

The treasurer’s report was 
presented and reviewed. A mo-
tion was made by Schlabach and 
Dunk to pay bills and approve 
the report. A spread sheet of a 
proposed budget for 2022 was 
presented but no action was tak-
en since so many board mem-
bers were absent. The board will 
be working to complete a five-
year plan/Capital Improvement 
Plan. Additionally Moore noted 
that all board members are re-
quired to complete mandatory 
Open Meetings Act Training 
(can be done online), and also 
complete a three hour Financial 
Budgeting Zoom training ses-
sion. 

The next regular meeting 
is scheduled for March 14 at 7 
p.m. at the Ellinger Fire Station.  

Lenten Calendar
The Shared Lutheran Min-

istry Worship and Music Team 
have set the Lenten calendar. 
The congregations will gather 
for worship on Wednesdays at 
6:30 p.m. (no soup suppers.) 
Pastors from the Conference 
will have a pulpit exchange. 
That means a different local Lu-
theran pastor will lead worship 
and bring the message. 

Ash Wednesday is March 
2 and St. John Lutheran in El-
linger will host worship at noon; 
St. Paul Fayetteville at 6:30 p.m.; 
and the 6:30 p.m. service will be 
livestream on Facebook. 

Midweek services will rotate 
among the four churches of the 
SLM as follows: March 9-War-
renton at 6:30 p.m.; March 
16-Rutersville at 6:30 p.m.; 
March 23-Fayetteville at 6:30 
p.m.; March 30-Ellinger at 6:30 
p.m.; April 6-Warrenton at 6:30 
p.m.; Maundy Thursday-April 
14 in Rutersville at 6:30 p.m. 

Good Friday worship will 
be as follows: April 15-Ellinger 
at noon; and Fayetteville at 6:30 
p.m. 

Easter services will be at all 
four churches at their regular 
times. 

Fayetteville Brethren Church
Fayetteville Brethren Church 

has services the second, third, 
and fourth Saturdays of each 
month at 10 a.m. Other services 
are at Industry Brethren on the 
second, third and fourth Satur-

days at 5 p.m., Wesley Brethren 
on Sundays at 9 a.m. and Nel-
sonville Brethren on Sundays 
at 10:15 a.m. Rev. Mike Grose-
close leads all the services. 
The Nelsonville service is live 
streamed on Nelsonville Breth-
ren’s Facebook page. 

Ellinger Hermann Sons Life 
The Ellinger Hermann Sons 

Life Lodge will meet on Mon-
day, Feb. 21 at the Ellinger Fire 
Station at 6 p.m. For more infor-
mation, contact Diane Marusik.

Ellinger City Council
The Ellinger City Council 

meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, Feb. 24. 

Student Holiday
Students from the La Grange 

ISD will have not have school 
on Friday, Feb. 18 or Monday, 
Feb. 21. Enjoy your four day 
weekend.

Board Elections
Members of the Ellinger 

Sewer and Water Supply Cor-
poration have been notified of 
forthcoming elections for Board 
of Directors. Members inter-
ested in applying for a position 
should print out an application at 
http./ellingerswc.myruralwater.
com/home or contact Michael 
Schlabach at (979) 966-9853. 
Applications should be mailed 
to Tom Kubena, Independent 
Election Auditor, C/O ESWC, 
P.O. 130, Ellinger, TX 78938, 
or by putting your application in 
the drop box at the Ellinger City 
Hall, 101 W.  Schumacher. The 
deadline to submit applications 
is March 9, 2022.  Three Board 
of Director positions will be 
coming vacant in 2022. 

Birthdays
Happy Birthday wishes to 

the following February cel-
ebrants: Hannah Nigh-Feb. 18; 
Kevin Kramr-19; John C. Divin, 
Jr., Morgan Latham, and Kath-
leen Kramr-20; Raina Michal-
sky-21; Gary Hoelscher-22; 
Patric Martin and Larry Hat-
field-23; Wayne Kocian-24; 
Harley Bell-25; Cory Schnei-
der-26; and Jeanette Michalsky 
and Donna Wessels-28.

Have News?
If you have news for the 

correspondent you may email 
her at bartoshcarolyn@gmail.
com or call (979) 966-3275. You 
may also drop off news at her 
residence; mailbox on the front 
porch. Please get her your infor-
mation by noon on Mondays.

By CAROLYN BARTOSH
Ellinger News Correspondent

ELLINGER
News

Ellinger Sewer & Water Supply Meets, Discusses Growing Pains

Film Crew Shoots in Front of Cottonwood Inn

A fi lm crew fi lmed extra shots of vintage cars driving 

on Business 71 in front of the Cottonwood Inn for the 

upcoming HBO Max TV Series “Love and Death” on 

Tuesday, Feb. 15. Police directed traffi c to keep the 

road clear during fi lming. The main shots were fi lmed 

on Monday.
Staff photos by Amanda Gifford

EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME!

See a multitude of Home Improvement Professionals in 1 location!

GoldenTriangleHomeAndGardenShow.com

March
4-5-6

Ford 
Park

Beaumont

Texas

NOW HIRING 
Texas Peace Officers

•TMRS Retirement
•Uniform Allowance
•Certification Pay
•13 Paid Holidays
•Zero Cost Health 
•Insurance Premium

•FSA Account
•Required 
 Equipment Provided
•Competitive Salary
•Dental/Vision Policy
•And More

For complete details contact: ekaiser@jourdantonpd.net

$2,500 sign-on incentive!

Join our team!

Schulenburg Police Chief 
Troy Brenek reports on the fol-
lowing incidents his department 
responded to during the week of 
Feb. 6-12:

Agency Assist 

On Feb. 7, Sgt. Tobey Mc-
Fadden assisted Deputy Ryan 
Meagher on a pursuit, which 
ended in Colorado County. 

On Feb. 9, McFadden assist-
ed family members with getting 
into a home to assist with getting 
door open. The property owner 
kicked in the front door. 

Animal Complaint 

On Feb. 11, Officer Frank 
Parkinson responded to the 700 
block of Kallus where com-
plainant informed officer that a 
dog had chased her and it is not 
the first tine. Officer spoke with 
the dog owner and advised they 
need to keep their dog on a leash 
whenever they have him in the 
yard. Officer advised if called 
out, a citation would be issued.

Burglary of Vehicle 

On Feb. 9, Officer Chris Ka-
lina investigated three vehicle 
burglaries. 

Civil Matter 

On Feb. 10, Kalina respond-
ed to the 1500 block of Kellett 
for an unruly tenant.  

Disturbance

On Feb. 9, Kalina responded 
to the 1000 block of Paulus for 
an argument.

Suspicious Person

On Feb. 8, McFadden re-
sponded to the 200 block of 
Klesel for a suspicious person. 
Officer observed a subject and 
spoke with him but did not have 
enough evidence at this time. 

On Feb. 8, Parkinson re-
sponded to the area of Kellet and 
August for a suspicious person 
roaming the neighborhood. 

Traffi c Stop

On Feb. 6, Officer Juan Cas-
tilleja stopped a vehicle in the 
1500 block of Kessler for a vehi-
cle that had a defective headlamp. 
A warning was issued. 

On Feb. 6, Castilleja stopped 
a vehicle in the 10 block of Kes-
sler for driving without headlights 
when required. A warning was is-
sued. 

On Feb. 7, Parkinson stopped 
a vehicle in the 300 block of Kes-
sler for driving 34 mph in a 25 
mph school zone. A citation was 
issued. 

On Feb. 7, Parkinson stopped 
a vehicle in the 300 block of Kes-
sler for going 40 in a 25 mph 
school zone and for no insurance 
and expired registration. Citations 
were issued. 

On Feb. 7, Parkinson stopped 
a vehicle at Hwy. 77 and Hum-
mingbird for causing a crash. Ci-
tations were issued. 

On Feb. 7, Parkinson stopped 
a vehicle in the 300 block of Kes-
sler for a vehicle going 34 in a 25 
mph school zone. 

On Feb. 8, Parkinson stopped 
a vehicle in the 300 block of Kes-
sler for a vehicle going 39 in a 25 
mph school zone. A citation was 
issued. 

On Feb. 9, Kalina attempted 
to stop a vehicle in the 500 block 
of Paulus for running a stop sign 
and no turn signal. Officer caught 
up with the vehicle and it had 
turned into its driveway. Officer 
activated his light and the driver 
got out of the vehicle and saw my 
lights and me and went into his 
house. Officer waited for back 

up and them knocked on the door 
and placed the individual in hand-
cuffs. Citations were issued and 
vehicle was towed for no drivers’ 
license not having insurance. 

On Feb. 11, Parkinson 
stopped a vehicle in the 300 block 
of Kessler for going 40 in a 25 
mph school zone. A citation was 
issued. 

On Feb. 11, Parkinson 
stopped a vehicle in the 300 block 
of Kessler for going 60 mph in a 
25 mph school zone. Issued a ci-
tation. 

On Feb. 11, Parkinson 
stopped a vehicle for driving 40 
in a 25 mph school zone. Driver 
also admitted to have been in the 
state for some time. A warning 
was issued for failing to report a 
change of address and a citation 
for speeding. 

On Feb. 11, Parkinson 
stopped a vehicle in the 300 block 
of Kessler for driving 35 in a 25 
mph school zone.  Citation was 
issued for the violation.

On Feb. 11, Parkinson 
stopped a vehicle in the 300 block 
of Kessler for driving 41 mph in 
a 25 mph school zone. A citation 
was issued for the violation.

On Feb. 11, Parkinson 
stopped a vehicle in the 300 block 
of Kessler for driving 39 in a 25 
mph school zone. A citation was 
issued. 

On Feb. 11, Parkinson 
stopped a vehicle in the 300 block 
of Kessler for driving 40 in a 25 
mph school zone. A citation was 
issued. 

On Feb. 11, Parkinson 
stopped a vehicle in the 300 block 
of Kessler for driving 39 in a 25 
mph school zone. A citation was 
issued. 

On Feb. 11, Parkinson 
stopped a vehicle in the 800 block 
of Kessler for driving 52 in a 30 
mph. Drivers registration was 
also expired and citations were 
issued.

On Feb. 11, Parkinson 
stopped a vehicle in the 800 block 
of Kessler for driving 48 in a 30 
mph zone. A citation was issued.  

On Feb. 11, Parkinson 
stopped a vehicle in the 800 block 
of Kessler for driving 49 mph in 
a 30 mph zone. A citation was is-
sued. 

On Feb. 12, Parkinson stopped 
a vehicle at Anderson and Upton 
for driver rolling through the stop 
sign and for failing to yield right 
of way. 

Miscellaneous 

On Feb. 11, Parkinson iden-
tified a subject in the 1100 block 
of Baumgarten and was told to 
stop all work and get a permit 
from the city. 

On Feb. 12, Officer Duane 
Meagher stopped by the 1100 
block of Bohlmann and observed 
individual walking through 
Wolters Park after closing hours. 
Individual was intoxicated and 
was released to his sister. 

Schulenburg Police Offi cers
Continue Issuing Speeding
Citations In School Zones

By TROY BRENEK
Schulenburg Police Chief

Police
Report

www.trianglehomeandgardenshow.com
www.thecanyonstx.com
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Tickets are now available 
for The Faith Lutheran High 
School Spring Raffle.  Tickets 
are available and the drawing 
will be held the week of March 
7-11, during National Lutheran 
Schools Week. Items include a 
flounder gigging trip for four on 
the Texas Coast, three nights at 
a Port Aransas beach condo for 
eight people, picnic table with 
an ice chest complete with rib-
eye/spices and $100 HEB gift 
card, Ruger LPC II .380, one 
week Summer camp session at 
Camp Lone Star with a $250 
Visa gift card, custom cedar car-
ousel and a $100 Visa gift card, 
handmade (queen size) quilt and 
a $100 VISA gift card, dessert 
of the month for a year, cas-
serole of the month for a year. 
There are only a limited number 
of tickets available.  Please con-
tact any FLHS delegate, student 
or staff or call (979) 242-2889 to 
get your tickets. 

FLHS News
Faith Lutheran High School 

archery athletes recently com-
peted for the State qualifier. 
Seven of the archers qualified 
and will compete at the State 
competition on March 22 in 
Belton. Congratulations to Will, 
Thomas, Erik, Ben, Dylan, 
Nichole and Layna. 

Faith Lutheran High School 
will host the Third Annual Texas 
Lutheran Writers Round Up on 
Friday, Feb. 25 from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Featured authors in at-
tendance will be Sarah Baugh-
man, Christina Hergenrader, 
Susan Maluschka, Ruth Meyer, 
and Bryan Wolfmueller. Spe-
cial guest vendor will be Jeremy 
Clifton. Activities include live 
broadcasts, author meet and 
greet time, author presentations 
including question and answer 
time and afternoon workshops 
with the authors. All of the au-
thors will have their books avail-
able for purchase. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. For more 
information contact FLHS at 
(979) 242-2889.

Track practice will begin 
soon.

Faith Lutheran High School 
will have part time openings on 
its faculty for the 2022-2023 
academic year. Interested indi-
viduals, who teach any subject 
are encouraged to apply, but 
science, social studies, English 
or electives are sought after 
skills. Applicants may submit 
resumes to Faith Lutheran High 
School P.O. Box 138, Warda, 
TX. 78960, call (979) 242-2889 
or email to kueckn@flhstx.org.
If you have the time and talents, 
consider applying and sharing 
your gifts with our students.

Faith Lutheran High School 
is waiving the registration fees 
for 2022-2023 school year for 
any student that registers by 
March 11. Register early to take 
advantage of this savings. Call 
(979) 242-2889 or visit www.
flhstx.org to receive registration 
materials.

Everyone is invited to join 
FLHS each Wednesday morn-
ing at 10:30 a.m. for Chapel.

Easter Egg Hunt
Camp Lost Pines in Warda 

will be the site of an Easter 
egg hunt on Saturday, April 

16. This is being organized 
by author Elizabeth Dettling 
Moreno, who is a new to the 
Warda area, donations and any 
help would be greatly appreci-
ated. You can contact Moreno at 
(979) 533-0216 or email her at 
praise77488@sbcglobal.net

Condolences
Our sympathy to the family 

and friends of William Jurk who 
passed away on Feb. 9. His fu-
neral was held at Holy Cross on 
March 12.

Rabbs Creek Wildlife Association
Rabbs Creek Wildlife As-

sociation is scheduled to meet 
on Sunday, Feb. 20 at the pic-
nic grounds. Social time will 
begin at 4 p.m. and the meeting 
will start at 5 p.m. If you have 
deer that need to be measured, 
please do so prior to the day of 
the meeting by contacting Mike 
Tabbert at (979) 966-9053.

BBQ Chicken Fundraiser
The South Lee County Vol-

unteer Fire Department will 
have BBQ chickens on Sun-
day Feb. 27. Pick up from 10 
a.m.-noon at the Serbin picnic 
grounds. Chickens are $10 each, 
sauce is $2 and 16 oz. cups of 
potato salad, pinto beans and 
noodles are $3 each. Orders can 
be placed with the Holy Cross 
church office at (979) 242-3333 
or the Serbin church office at 
(979) 366-9650 by Monday, 
Feb. 21.

Women’s Renewal Retreat
Camp Lone Star Women’s 

Renewal Retreat is Feb. 25-27. 
Invite your friends for this re-
treat, as it is a time set aside to 
reflect on Christ and His word, 
be in fellowship with other sis-
ters in Christ, and spend time 
in His creation. For more infor-
mation or to register visit www.
camplonestar.org

Chili Super and Live Auction
St. Paul Serbin School will 

be having their PTLS Chili Su-
per and Live Auction on Sunday 
March 6 at the Serbin Picnic 
Grounds. There will be a silent 
auction from 4-5:30 p.m., live 
auction at 5:30 p.m. and chili/
hot dog supper from 5-7 p.m. 
Chili is $7, two hot dogs are $5. 
All school and ECC children 
are selling tickets or you can 
purchase tickets by calling the 
school office at (979) 366-2218. 
New this year is the 1st Annual 
Chili Cookoff. Proceeds benefit 
the Sports Program and other 
projects in the school and ECC. 
If you would like to make a do-
nation to the meat and condi-
ments, please contact the school 
office. 

Hamburger Fundraiser
Trail Life Troop 143 will 

hold their annual drive-thru 
hamburger fundraiser on Mon-
day March 7 at the K.C. Hall 

in Giddings. Tickets are $10 
each and include a hamburg-
er with all the fixings, chips, 
drink and home-made dessert.
Tickets can be purchased from 
Benjamin Kueck, Dylan, Hank 
or Weston Beck, Eric Schulze 
or from Christine in the church 
office. Proceeds go to the boys 
accounts to help them pay for 
camps, camping equipment, 
uniforms etc. Pre-sale only; pur-
chase tickets by Feb. 28.

Holy Cross Ladies Group
The sewing and quilting 

group at Holy Cross meets each 
Thursday, Jan. 6 from 9 a.m. un-
til noon, in the old parish hall. 
Everyone is welcome to join 
them for a morning of sewing, 
cutting, laughter, fellowship 
and of course yummy goodies. 
You do not need to be a mem-
ber of Holy Cross to join this fun 
group. 

The ladies still collect all 
cancelled postage stamps, these 
are trimmed from their enve-
lopes and sold to collectors. 
These can be dropped off at the 
church office, or in the desig-
nated box in the hallway.

Bible Study
The Bible Study Group at 

Holy Cross is currently doing a 
study on Sermon on the Mount. 
They meet each Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m. If you would like to 
join the group, please contact 
Cyndy Zoch at cyndy.zoch@
gmail.com or (979) 966-3166 so 
she can order a study guide for 
you. The cost of the study guide 
will be $15-18. 

Holy Cross Services
Services at Holy Cross Lu-

theran are Sunday at 9 a.m. Bi-
ble Class and Sunday school fol-
lows the morning service.

Sermon links/streaming vid-
eos and additional information 
is on the website at: www.holy-
crosswarda.com

Prayer Requests
Those on the prayer list in-

clude: Gerald Sledge, Carol 
Jurk, Al Jurk, Layne Schramm, 
Sandra Behrens, Robert Vanek, 
Michael Williams, Carol Phil-
lips, Wesley Cervenka, Doris 
Swearingen, Dee Tegtmeier, 
Grace Walker.

Special prayers for those 
serving in the military: Ingrid 
Devin-Kayne, Ryan Zoch, Clay-
ton Knight, Kirk Peschke-Navy. 
Coy Hunt-Army.

Birthdays
Birthday wishes are ex-

tended to the following cele-
brants: Shannon Kasper, Brandy 
Lehmann, Mary Schramm-Feb. 
19, Patricia Lehmann, Charlotte 
Sadler-20, Delbert Zoch, Vic-
toria Hopson, Sebastian Wag-
ner-22, Linda Lehmann, Reba 
Sadler-23, Natalie Canada, Brit-
tany Weishuhn-24.

Special Birthday wishes to 
Lori Green who celebrates turn-
ing 85 on Feb. 19.

Special Birthday wishes to 
Wally Lehmann who celebrates 
turning 83 on Feb. 24.

Have news to share?
If you have news items to 

share with readers of the Warda 
news including visits from your 
friends and family, contact Lisa 
Gay at (979) 218-6000 or War-
danews78960@gmail.com.

Tatum Fritsch placed second in the Side Dish Category.  

In the Junior Division, Tori Newton placed fi rst in the Healthy Dessert Category.

Numerous Fayette County 
4-H members competed in the 
San Antonio Livestock Show 
and Rodeo Food Challenge 
Contest on Thursday, Feb. 10. 

In the Junior Division, 
Tori Newton placed first in the 
Healthy Dessert Category and 
Tatum Fritsch placed second 
in the Side Dish Category. Tori 
competed in the Final Challenge 
and was the Overall Grand 
Champion Junior Food Chal-
lenge Contestant.  

Logan Poncik and Taylyn 
Newton also competed in the 
Junior Division.

Mackenzie Poncik compet-
ed in the Senior Division.  

Food Challenge participants 
receive a list of ingredients and 
have 40 minutes to create a dish. 
They present their dish to judges 
are scored on preparation, serv-
ing size, food safety concerns, 
nutritional value and cost. 

Tori Newton Named Overall Grand
Champion at Junior Food Challenge

On Feb. 5, 188 child care 
providers from more than 17 
surrounding cities registered to 
attend the Multi-County Child 
Care Conference sponsored by 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service. The event was held at 
the Randolph Recreation Center 
in La Grange, and was hosted by 
Austin, Fayette, and Washington 
Counties. 

This yearly event equips 
child care providers and direc-
tors with the necessary tools to 
provide high-quality child care 
assistance which will ultimately 
develop productive and success-
ful young people. The child care 
providers and directors who at-
tend provide services and care 
for more than 2,415 children en-

rolled in more than 51 childcare 
centers or family day homes. 

A host of agents, special-
ists, and technical subject matter 
presenters provided educational 
information throughout the day.  
Topics addressed this year were: 
Implementing Healthy Food 
Policies in ECE Centers (Jenna 
Anding, Ph.D. - Texas A&M Ag-
riLife Extension Program Spe-
cialist); Understanding Family 
Diversity & Cultural Dynamics 
in Early Childhood Education 
(Flora Harmon)

Texas A&M University Ph.D. 
student in ECE); Supporting 
Social Skills Through Science 
Activities, Building Connec-
tions Through Purposeful Play, 
Center-Based Classrooms: Let’s 

Get it Setup (Katie Myers, Jen-
nifer Russell, Maryteresa Tracy 
- Region 13 Education Service 
Center Educational Specialists) 
and Active Play: Creating Inclu-
sive and Age-Appropriate Physi-
cal Activity Opportunities for All 
Children (Mike Lopez -Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Pro-
gram Specialist).  

A total of 1,190 clock hours 
of training (seven hours per 
participant) were provided to 
childcare professionals seeking 
to meet state-mandated train-
ing requirements established 
by the state of Texas. The event 
was a phenomenal success, and 
the committee looks forward to 
serving even more provider in 
2023.

Coastal Bend Multi-County Child 
Care Conference Held in La Grange 

The Randolph Rec. Center in La Grange hosted 188 child care providers on Feb. 5 during the Coastal 

Bend Multi-County Child Care Conference.

By LISA GAY
Warda News Correspondent

WARDA

News

Faith Lutheran High School Holding Raffle 
During National Lutheran Schools Week

On Friday, Feb. 11, the 6th and 7th graders from St. Rose of Lima Catholic School from Schul-

eburg went to see the play “The Watsons Go To Birmingham, 1963” at the Main Street Theater in 

Houston. After reading the novel in class, it was amazing to see it come to life on stage.    Pictured 

are the students along with 7th grade reading teacher Lindsey Schiffl i and 6th grade reading 

teacher Wendy Becka.

St. Rose Students Watch Play in Houston

By ANDY BEHLEN

The Fayette County Record

A home on FM 1383 near 
Ammannsville burned to the 
ground Sunday morning, Feb. 
13.

Schulenburg Volunteer Fire 
Department received the call 
around 1:30 a.m. The home was 
fully engulfed when firefighters 
arrived.

Two occupants made it out 
of the home without injury. 

They lost all of their belongings, 
however.

Schulenburg Assistant Fire 
Chief Drew Brossmann said the 
occupants reported that the fire 
possibly started from a candle 
that got knocked over by their 
pet during the night.

Schulenburg VFD respond-
ed with five fire trucks and 15 
personnel. They requested as-
sistance from La Grange VFD, 
which sent a tanker and five ad-

ditional personnel.
“I want to give a big thank 

you to La Grange,” Brossmann 
said. “It was really cold that 
morning, and we appreciate the 
help,” 

Brossmann said the Schu-
lenburg firefighters brought the 
occupants to a hotel in Schulen-
burg and provided them with a 
room for the day.

“They lost everything,” Bro-
ssmann said.

A home near Ammannsville burned to the ground Sunday morning, Feb. 13. No one was injured.

Photo courtesy of Schulenburg Volunteer Fire Department

Fire Burns Home in Ammannsville 

www.camplonestar.org
www.flhstx.org


 

Mail-in ballot applications for the March 1 pri-
mary are being rejected by almost 40% — largely 
because of a missing ID number, which is now re-
quired after a new voting bill passed the Legislature 
last year.

The Houston Chronicle reported 
that nearly four in 10 Harris County 
mail ballot applications had been re-
jected as of last week. Early voting 
began Feb. 14, and the deadline for 
mail ballot requests is Feb. 18.

Other counties across Texas 
also reported high rejection rates, 
including Travis, Williamson, Hays 
and Bastrop counties, the Austin 
American-Statesman reported. 
Those seeking to vote by mail must 
include a driver’s license number, a 
state ID number, or in some cases the last four digits 
of their Social Security number. If what the applicant 
provides doesn’t match the applicant’s individual 
voter registration information, the application must 
be rejected.

Texas has one of the strictest vote-by-mail re-
quirements in the country. Registered voters are 

eligible to vote by mail if they are 65 years or older; 
sick or disabled; out of the county on election day 
and during the early voting period; expected to give 
birth within three weeks before or after election day; 

or confined in jail but otherwise eli-
gible.

Early voting continues through 
Feb. 25.

Drought Conditions Improve 
The latest drought map for the 

state shows a slight improvement as 
of Feb. 1, with 84% of the state ex-
periencing some level of drought, 
down three percentage points from 
the previous month. Dr. Mark Wen-
tzel, hydrologist with the Texas Wa-
ter Development Board, said there 
were some improvements in the last 

month, mainly in East Texas. Additional rainfall in 
early February, mainly in East Texas and Central 
Texas, should improve conditions by the next report 
in March.

Wide swaths of the Panhandle and the Great 
Plains are experiencing the worst drought conditions.
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By BARTEE HAILE
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Cal Farley Saved Boys at Bottom of Barrel
Cal Farley’s huge heart sud-

denly gave out on Feb. 19, 1967, 
while the founder of Boys Ranch 
attended chapel with his “cow-
boys.”  

The homespun humanitarian 
knew all about broken homes. 
Cal was just a boy himself, when 
his father walked out on his 
wife and six children. He had 
no choice but to quit school af-
ter the eighth grade to help with 
the chores on the family farm in 
Minnesota.

Cal’s ticket out was his apti-
tude for athletics. Jumping at the 
chance to play semi-pro baseball 
for $15 a week, the teenager left 
his unhappy home and never 
looked back. 

Six years later, Cal joined the 
doughboy crusade to make the 
Old World “safe for democracy.”  
He passed the time after the ar-
mistice by winning the welter-
weight wrestling championship 
of the American Expedition-
ary Forces and the Inter-Allied 
crown in a match against the 
Australian titleholder.

Cal rolled into Amarillo in 
1923 as the second baseman for 
the local minor-league team. To 
pick up a few extra bucks be-
tween games, he wrestled any-

body rash enough to accept his 
advertised challenge “to stand 
the biggest man in town on his 
ear.”   

With a wife and a daughter, 
named after close friend Gene 
Tunney, to support, Cal retired 
from the diamond and the ring. 
By the early 1930’s, he had be-
come a successful businessman 
and popular radio personality 
with his own daily show. 

Meanwhile, the deepening 
Depression was tearing many 
families apart and turning unsu-
pervised youngsters loose on so-
ciety. Cal’s answer to the juvenile 
crime wave gripping Amarillo 
was a sports program to keep 
the kids off the street and out of 
trouble.

With the help of like-minded 

merchants and a building do-
nated by rancher Julian Bivins, 
Cal opened the Maverick Club 
in January 1934. The response 
was overwhelming with 1,400 
active participants in the first 12 
months. 

The privately funded pro-
gram was not all fun and games. 
Needy members were given free 
clothes, shoes, haircuts and med-
ical attention. When it came to 
taking care of his boys, Cal could 
talk the birds out of the trees.

The Maverick Club took an 
immediate and meaningful bite 
out of underaged crime. The 
number of adolescent offenders 
shipped from Amarillo to the 
state reformatory dropped from 
18 in 1933 to only two in ’34. 

Rather than rest on his lau-
rels, Cal turned his attention to 
the one boy in ten who needed 
much more than the Maverick 
Club could provide. “We can’t 
reach those boys at the bottom 
of the barrel unless we can pro-
vide a home for them,” he told 
rancher Bivins. “Not just some 
place to spend their afternoons, 
but somewhere where they will 
get 24-hour care and discipline, 
where they can get the ‘raising’ 
they missed in their own homes.”

Julian Bivins had just the 
place -- the wide-open spaces 
at the Old Tascosa townsite 40 
miles outside of Amarillo. Cal 
accepted the generous offer, con-
vinced the caretaker and his wife 
to stick around until permanent 
staff could be hired and started 
looking for his initial batch of 
boarders.

The Maverick Club referred 
Cal to a 12 year old truant whose 
infrequent attendance invariably 
ended in a fight. Cal had to bite 
his tongue as the mother rambled 
on about how stupid, vicious and 
out of control her son was. When 
the woman finally paused for 
breath, he asked, “Will you turn 
him over to us to raise?”

“Sure,” she flippantly replied. 
“I’m leaving town myself.”

“When?” Cal inquired drily 
implying that it could not be 
soon enough.

“There’s a bus at two this af-
ternoon.”

“I wish you’d get out of here 
right now,” he snapped, “and 
leave me this boy.”

That neglected child and 
four others moved to the ranch in 
March 1939. Nine more, along 

 As I write this on a frigid day in 
late January, the stock market is in the 
tank, the new strain of COVID is at an 
all-time high and the confidence in our 
government is lower than it was a year 
ago. OH ME! Yet, while reading my 
Bible at breakfast I happened on this 
verse from Proverbs 17:22. “A merry 
heart doeth good like medicine…”  So 
I plan to share a dose of happy medi-
cine with you today.

As you might guess, I love to 
laugh. It’s been one of the strongest fibers in the lifeline God used to 
pull me from a variety of heartbreaking pits—my husband’s untimely 
death from an incurable disease, the deaths of each member of my im-
mediate family, and other family members going through divorce. If I 
hadn’t been able to find some laughter after these ordeals, I’d surely be 
making potholders in a mental institution or bouncing around in a pad-
ded cell somewhere. 

One great source of laughter comes from daily phone calls from 
my daughter, Melissa, in Houston. Like her mother, she is now also 
a teacher, though her “children” are on the college level instead of the 
high school level as mine were. She has constant stories that amaze me 
in this new decade of “virtual learning” because of Covid and other 
stories from cultures of her international students.

Indeed, there is an evolution to becoming a mother that is an ever-
ongoing thing. On some days, she is calling to tell me a funny story 
about her students. On other days, she is telling me something funny 
that has happened at her home. More recently, however, she and I have 
changed roles as she attempts to be my mother and I, her child, as she 
gives me advice.

As I like to say, once you become a mother it’s like getting a life sen-
tence in prison with no hope of parole!  And no matter how old we get, 
we mothers watch our kids—even when they are in their mid-50’s—for 
signs of improvement. We’re always hoping that something we instilled 
in them MIGHT show up, even when we’ve started to think it’s too late.

After her father died, Melissa began ‘working’ on me to move back 
to Houston so she could take care of me in my advanced age. I was 76 
at the time! Now, I had I noted in the past how often she cleaned her 
hamster’s cage and her kitty’s  litter box. So now she was planning to 
take care of ME? Also, I refuse to return to the hectic pace of eight-lane 
freeways and tension that is now greater than it was when her father and 
I escaped the frantic pace of that city in 1996. “No way!” I told her. I am 
just fine here; I feel safe; and I am capable of caring for myself, thank 
you very much!

Then, after a year had gone by, she began to tell me stories of how 
much success some people she knew had found in on-line dating sites. 
“Wouldn’t it be fun to have a pen pal and messages to look forward to 
each day?” I answered with, “What if my new pen pal turned out to be 
a Ted Bundy?” This statement quieted her latest tactic.

My sister-in-law happened to call in the midst of my writing this 
piece and I ‘interviewed’ her for the subject since she is a mother of 
three. The following is some of the remembrances of new-motherhood 
she shared which provided the two of us to come up with even more 
laughter. We collaborated on this subject and I hope the result of our 
silly conversation provides you with some giggles as well.

According to Bettie, as soon as you learn the first baby is on the 
way, you rush out to buy maternity clothes--with her, she said, it was the 
old fashioned loose blouse over elasticized front panel pants. With the 
second baby, you squeeze into your regular clothes as long as possible. 
With the third baby, your maternity clothes ARE your regular clothes. 
A new baby can cause overwhelming fatigue, so parents adapt different 
stress-coping strategies with each child. With the first baby, you worry 
so much about the baby’s crying that you never put the infant down. 
When the second baby cries, you pick him up only when his hysterics 
threaten to wake up the firstborn. With the third baby, you teach the first 
two where to look for the pacifier and how to rewind the baby swing.

Baby-sitter concerns also change with each new baby. With the first 
child, you conduct a two hour session with the sitter before leaving and 
then call home four times while you run to the post office. With the 
second baby, before you walk out the door, you remember to leave an 
emergency number –your neighbor’s. With the third baby, you tell the 
sitter to call only if someone needs stitches, splints, or an ambulance.

While we laugh now at silly evolutions of baby to adult, I do re-
member that a baby can be fabulous—and lots of fun--even at age 56. 
A child is a member of the family who can make the love stronger; the 
days shorter; the nights longer; and the bankroll smaller. Over the years 
of being a parent, the past is forgotten and the present is lived  through 
while waiting for the future. I understand that grandparenting is even 
better—I’ve just never had the chance. Now…look at your child/grand-
child and show a merry heart!

Regarding my January column on “misspeaking and embarrassing 
yourself,”  I received so many stories back from you that I plan to do a 
follow-up column  in the future.

Brenda Miles is an award-winning columnist and author living in 
Hot Springs Village.  She responds to e-mail comments sent to  bren-
star@att.net

A Merry Heart Required 

for Motherhood 

By BRENDA MILES

Miles of 
Memories

Some random thoughts while 
thinking about voting for the first 
candidate that outlaws political 
signs. I’m ready for wildflowers 
to be the most colorful things on 
our roadsides ...

• I was saddened to hear do 
the death of longtime La Grange 
elementary teacher Sandra Elli-
son this week. She was a teacher 
for two of our kids, and she was 
a great one. She was also a Boy 
Scout leader when one of our 
boys was in scouts and we shared 
funs trips together to campouts 
at Space Center Houston and the 
Battleship Lexington. She had 
such great energy and enthusiasm 
about life. I know she guided so 
many local kids on so many great 
adventures all over the country 
through scouting. She was also 
really active in the Camp Inven-
tion program at LGISD, and an 
important mentor to younger 
teachers at the school.  She leaves 
behind a tremendous legacy of 
education in so many forms.

• Robert Svrcek is still keep-
ing people fed. 

The longtime La Grange 
HEB store director has been 
retired from the store for years, 
but still volunteers at the AMEN 
food pantry. Recently he brought 
me some homemade dried deer 
and pork sausage he made, that 
had hung in his smokehouse for 
three weeks. It was amazing. 

He was my old boss at HEB 
here when I worked there in high 
school and junior college. He was 
the best kind of boss – demanding 
but fair. And what an eye for de-
tail! Whether I was spot mopping 
the floor  or straightening the cans 
on the shelves, he’d notice when 
you did the job right – or not.

• Loved the Super Bowl and 
the halftime show. But so many 
commercials about crypto-cur-
rency and electric cars – two 
things I don’t know much about, 
but I suppose to need to familiar-
ize myself with.

Lost two different wagers bet-
ting on the Bengals in the game 
(one, a soda, to a co-worker, and 
one to my son that cancelled out 
his still-outstanding IOU to wash 
my truck dating back to the col-

February 
Thoughts

By JEFF WICK
The Fayette County Record
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TEXAS

CROSSWORD
by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Rising ____, TX

  5  honorary Texas

      Ranger: ____

      Stanley Gardner

  6  former MLB pitcher

      from Texas, David

  7  transport for Dallas-

      based Greyhound

      (2 wds.)

  8  TX-born Steve

      Martin song:

      “King ___”

  9  flightless Australian
      bird

12  TXism: “_  ____ of”

      (lots)

17  puzzling things

19   “Ma,” the first
      governor of Texas

21  “_______ up” 

      (getting ready)

22  TXism: “she could 

      talk a wagon out of

      _  _____” (talks a lot)

23  ______ Blanca, TX

28  dork, dweeb

29  gas ____ led to a

      school disaster in

      New London (1937)

30  reveal an art work

31  WBAP’s business
35  TX Janis Joplin

      album: “I Got ___ 

      __’ Kozmic Blues
      Again Mama” (1969)
36  site where Missouri

      City, TX slaves

      learned they were

      free in 1860 (2 wds.)

42  TXism: “mean as a

      _____  ____”

44  cut into two parts

46  airport buildings

  1  it’s located on the
      3rd floor of the TX
      Capitol (2 wds.)

  2  “Jackson County

      Herald-_______”

  3  Alaska’s islands
  4  TX Drew Stubbs

      played for the

      Cincinnati ____

  9  Muslim ruler

10  Louise and Irlene

      to Barbara (2 wds.)

11  this Ulysses first
      saw combat at the

      “Battle of Palo Alto”
      in TX (init.)

12  a TX doc is current

      pres. of this assn.

48  slain

49  this Ron was “Tarzan”

      on NBC (1966-68)

50  a church building recess

51  more mentally healthy

52  TXism: “he’s ugly as
      homemade ___”

53  TXism: “fits like ugly
      __  __ ape”

54  “Lexington” at Corpus

      Christi is an _____-class

      aircraft carrier

56  TXism:

      “worn __  _

      frazzle” (tired)

57  hospital trauma

      rooms (abbr.)

58  Tex Ritter sang

      “___ Whiskey”

13  in Ellis County on

      U.S. 67 & 287

14  a Great Lake

15  TXism: “___  _

      spell” (rest)

16  TXism: “tow ____”

      (burlap bag)

18  graduate sch. test

20  this Holley wrote

      first English history
      of Texas (init.)

23  “mi casa es __

      casa” (neighborly)

24  TX Marcus

      Johnson is a WR

      in this state

25  TXism: “beats any-

      thing I ____ saw”

26  TV controller

27  early name: “El Paso
      ___  ___ del Norte”

32  it’s placed in the 
      Abilene Reporter-
      News, e.g.

33  TXism: “that’ll __
      nicely” (OK)

34  TX Kristofferson is

      narrator in 2007

      film “__ Not There”

36  TX Sessions was

      dir. of this agcy.

37  TXism: “he could out 

      ___  _ six-legged

      bobcat” (fast)

38  time goes by

39  TX singer English

      of Lawrence Welk

40  J.R. Ewing’s wife:
      “Sue _____”

41  at any time

43  17th gov. Roberts

      (first two init.)
45  __ “Too Tall” Jones

47  “S” of “ESP”
48  Raymondville AM
55  “____ of use”
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Puzzle solution will appear in the Classifi ed Pages of Tuesday’s newspaper.

Elect William Bernsen
for Fayette County Judge
· Limited Government

· Limited Property Taxes

· Fair Application of the Law

· Citizen Participation

· Principled & Compassionate

Liberty Breeds Prosperity
www.WilliamForLiberty.com

Paid pol ad by the William Bernsen Campaign
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My COVID Thoughts

Letters to the Editor

To The Editor:
It is a reality that COVID-19, 

and/or the government’s response 
to the virus, have been devastat-
ing to life and liberty as we know 
it. We are experiencing the big-
gest push for mandatory experi-
mental injections ever known in 
the United States and to western 
democracies. Why has the debate 
on this important issue been shut 
down on the main street media 
and social media?  Why are com-
mentators, doctors, and scientist 
being “cancelled” for discussing 
alternative views? 

I am not an anti-vaxxer, as 
I have had many different vac-
cines in my life. However, I am 
confused by the conflicting in-
formation released by the fed-
eral government. In particular, I 
refer to the mixed messages and 
misinformation disseminated by 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the Surgeon 
General, the CDC, and the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (not to 
mention the World Health Or-
ganization). How many exam-
ples of contradictory informa-
tion can you remember:  travel 
restrictions, two weeks to slow 
the curve, herd immunity, risks 
to adolescents, vaccine effica-
cy…?

Did you know that the CDC 
recalled authorization for thou-
sands and thousands of COV-
ID-19 PCR test kits in 2021?  It 
was discovered that the tests could 
not distinguish the COVID-19 vi-
rus from the influenza virus and 
other corona viruses. This re-
sulted in every positive test (even 
the false positives) being labeled 
as COVID-19. In fact, according 
to the CDC website data, influ-
enza all but disappeared in 2020.  
Reported flu deaths dropped 97 
percent that year. At the same 
time, reported COVID-19 deaths 
had a rapid increase (even with 
the questionable data collection 
methods.) That’s amazing. Re-
ally?

I am certainly not detracting 
from anyone’s pain and suffering 
from the maladies caused by this 
mysterious virus that originated 
in China. Yet, the media has been 
stoking fear and panic with head-
lines declaring that hospitals are 
at or near full capacity. Reading 
further down the story, we learn 
that there are numerous empty 
beds in the hospitals, but the hos-
pitals lack the staff and nurses to 

attend the beds. At the same time, 
the medical facilities are firing 
employees that refuse the vac-
cine.  So what is the real status 
of hospital capacity, and what is 
the real cause of limited capacity?  
What do the doctors and nurses 
refusing the vaccine at the peril of 
losing their jobs know that we do 
not know?

The political elite issue man-
dates to lock us down physically, 
psychologically, and economi-
cally. They require us to wear 
masks indoors and out, and limit 
the number of people that may 
congregate for weddings, funer-
als, and life celebrations. Vaccine 
passports resemble tyrannical 
history from the past: “Show me 
your papers!”

Meanwhile, the political elite 
ignore their own mandates and 
travel about unfettered. They 
flaunt their privilege as they visit 
restaurants and salons, and attend 
large galas and festivals. They do 
so mask-less and without social 
distancing. The elites’ “rules for 
thee, but not for me” undermines 
equal justice for all. “Qu’ils man-
gent de la brioche” (let the peas-
ants eat bread). Those words 
did not end well in 18th century 
France. Today, we see tyranny 
being opposed worldwide. Ral-
lies are growing in strength in the 
U.S., Canada, England, France, 
Germany, Austria, Belgium, Italy 
and many other countries. If the 
“COVID” decrees and mandates 
are so critical for public safety, 
then why do they not apply to the 
politico?

It is an inalienable right that 
individuals are allowed to evalu-
ate their own risks, and make 
their own decision regarding their 
health and medical treatment. 
Millions worldwide have accept-
ed the vaccination with little or no 
side effects. Others have suffered 
harm ranging from temporary 
maladies to death. The CDC has 
changed the definition of “vac-
cine” and “vaccination” three 
times to include the evolving 
mRNA injection.  An informed 
decision involves more than lis-
tening to corrupt politicians and 
pharmaceutical companies, and 
colluding media. Open debate 
should be encouraged. So why is 
it being censored?

Steven Cain
Fayetteville

To The Editor:
Hey John, (in regards to your 

letter last week) guess who’s the 
Dark Money leader this past cou-
ple of election cycles?  Hint: it’s 
not the Republicans / GOP whom 
you wasted FCRs ink on blaming 
16 times in your most recent ideo-
logue diatribe. 

You seem even more divisive 
in your thinking than Biden-Pelo-
si-Schumer combined. Did give 
me a chuckle though regarding 
your quote “Democrats genuine-
ly seeking to eliminate corporate 
money in politics.”

Instead, how about we rally as 
citizens to rise up as you say (like 
Canadian truckers for example) 
and demand that all politicians 
denounce Dark Money.  Far too 
much money in electioneering.  
Heck, some party operatives even 
use that money to buy fake dos-
siers to try and ruin and impeach 
their opposition. Elections have 

been bought and sold for far too 
long.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful 
if issues and results decided elec-
tions instead of money. 

While we’re at it, let’s get all 
politicians to eliminate comput-
erized gerrymandering and elec-
tions (Dominion) and require 
photo ID as proof of eligibility to 
ensure election integrity    Further 
too, let’s require all politicians 
to pass an amendment limiting 
terms for congress.  The return of 
Statesmanship. Hooray.  

Only together can we break 
the cycle of politicians using We 
the People as ping pong balls to 
slap back and forth and pit against 
each other to distract from their 
misdeeds and keep focus on their 
results not their rhetoric.  

God bless and save America. 

Mike Kuhn 
Schulenburg 

Enhancing Elections
To the Editor: 

An interesting feature of ama-
teur hour with COVID-19 is the 
frequency with which statements 
strike suddenly missing scientific 
substantiation.

 On the pages of the Record, 
parties on opposite sides of the 
vaccine “debate” agree on an 
“incontrovertible” statement that 
“People who have had COVID 
have more natural immunity than 
the vaccines provide and do not 
benefit from vaccination” and 
neither party asserts a source for 
this misinformation.  Such state-
ments cause people to take avoid-
able risks, and that is not nice.

The CDC states “Emerg-
ing evidence shows that getting 
a COVID-19 vaccine after you 
recover from COVID-19 infec-
tion provides added protection to 
your immune system. One study 
showed that, for people who al-
ready had COVID-19, those who 
do not get vaccinated after their 
recovery are more than two times 
as likely to get COVID-19 again 
than those who get fully vacci-
nated after their recovery.”  

“Multiple studies in different 
settings have consistently shown 
that infection with SARS-CoV-2 
and vaccination each result in a 
low risk of subsequent infection 
with antigenically similar variants 
for at least six months. Numerous 
immunologic studies and a grow-

ing number of epidemiologic 
studies have shown that vaccinat-
ing previously infected individu-
als significantly enhances their 
immune response and effectively 
reduces the risk of subsequent 
infection, including in the setting 
of increased circulation of more 
infectious variants.” 

 The CDC advises to get vac-
cinated whether or not you have 
had COVID-19. And so you 
should.

 This brings up the question 
of leadership.  We need leaders 
capable of understanding public 
health issues, providing compe-
tent advice to our community and 
implementing effective public 
health programs and regulations.  
Whether a candidate for public 
office has followed the medical 
evidence for COVID-19 and is 
vaccinated as recommended by 
the CDC tells us much about their 
fitness for public office.  People 
who arbitrarily discount medical 
evidence and believe in charla-
tan potions for irrational political 
purposes are poor choices, and 
we have some here in Fayette 
County on our ballot.

 Non noblis solum nati sumas 
– Cicero

(Not for ourselves alone are 
we born)

 
Edward R. Dykes

La Grange 

COVID Confusion

with a superintendent and a 
cook, arrived in time to celebrate 
the first Christmas.

Cal sold his business in 1947 
and devoted his last 20 years 
to Boys Ranch. His Panhandle 
pardners could not have had a 
better or more effective spokes-
man.

When a reporter from the 
Saturday Evening Post toured 
the unique spread in 1962, 300 
boys from 32 states lived 36 to a 
dorm under the watchful eyes of 
a live-in couple. Fourteen hun-
dred had come and gone in near-
ly a quarter century, and fewer 
than 50 had washed out.

Cal Farley gladly shared the 
secret of the Boys Ranch success 
with the visiting journalist. “In 

the first place, we give these kids 
some affection, make them feel 
they have a place in the world 
and are wanted. We can be tough 
when we have to be, but I won’t 
stand for brutality.

“Second, the steady boys at 
the ranch help us show the wild 
ones how to conduct themselves. 
The older ones who have earned 
it are appointed junior leaders, 
and I never cease to be amazed 
at how much they can help in 
turning an undisciplined animal 
around in his tracks and making 
a decent kid out of him.”

“Murder Most Texan” is a 
must read for fans of true crime 
and Texas history. Order your 
copy for $24.00 by mailing a 
check to Bartee Haile, P.O. Box 
130011, Spring, TX 77393.

Texas History: Cal Farley

To The Editor:
The “Radiogate” article by 

Andy Behlen in the Feb. 4 edi-
tion of the FCR was an interest-
ing read. 

The candidate for Fayette 
County Judge interviewed for that 
article commented, “I can’t help 
but think that if the shoe were on 
the other foot, I would not do this 
to an opponent of mine.” 

It appears “radio guy” was 
feeling sorry for himself.  He’s 
been in politics a long time and 
he’s been a radio guy a long time.  
Among the four candidates for 
Fayette County Judge, he should 
be the most knowledgeable re-

garding the FCC rules and abide 
by them. Then there would be 
neither the need nor an opportu-
nity for another candidate to raise 
the issue.  

Rather than feeling sorry for 
himself, Radio guy could have 
taken the high road and used the 
interview to apologize to the oth-
er candidates for his oversight. In-
stead, Radio guy’s actions in this 
instance were more akin to  poli-
ticians who pass mask mandates 
and then get caught disregarding 
their own mandates.   

Stephen Muras
Hostyn  

To The Editor:
Friday’s paper began with a 

front-page feature about Arnold 
Romberg, a prominent citizen 
well-known for his conservative 
politics. Mr. Romberg has held 
leadership positions in the county 
Republican Party and has held 
local public office. Regardless 
of one’s views on politics, Mr. 
Romberg’s service to the com-
munity is obvious to all, even a 
staunch liberal like me. The arti-
cle emphasized Mr. Romberg’s 
education, work-ethic, and “cold 
logic … tempered with gentle, 
empathetic intuition.” I appreci-
ated this article and learned some 
new things about a man with 
whom I have enjoyed conversa-
tions over the years.

Imagine my surprise when 
I turned to the letters page and 
found, not one, but two letters 
excoriating this same fine citizen. 
One letter was from the current 
chairwoman of the Fayette Coun-
ty Republican Party. The other 

was a paid placement from a cur-
rent candidate for public office. 
It would seem these two took 
exception to Mr. Romberg’s cold 
logic and empathy, not to mention 
his commitment to service.

But the best part of the whole 
paper is found in the top right 
corner of the letters page, where a 
frequent letter-writer opined that 
Joe Biden and the Democratic 
Party have “done nothing but sow 
more distrust, disdain, and divi-
sion.”  This letter is found on the 
same page where two prominent 
local Republicans are criticizing 
a third prominent local Republi-
can for encouraging citizens lit-
erally to roll up their sleeves and 
save American lives.  But it is 
the Democrats sowing division.  
Spare me.

Thank you for a highly enter-
taining edition of the newspaper. I 
can hardly wait for the next one.

David Deluca
La Grange

Interesting Contrast 

Radiogate Interesting Read

lege national title game). But I’m 
not out nearly as much at Hou-
ston’s Mattress Mac, who bet, and 
lost, $9.5 million when Cincin-
nati lost the game. My family and 
I actually saw Mattress Mac just a 
few weeks ago. We were in Hou-
ston on a Saturday and decided to 
stroll around the Gallery Furni-
ture on I-45 – the site where we 
picked out the best couch we ever 
purchased about 17 years ago. 

Mac was at the front desk of 
the entrance, saying “hi” to peo-
ple and answering the phone.

When my wife walked by lat-
er she said he looked like he was 
intently organizing a bunch of 
pens. That guy is truly an original.

• If you are not watching the 

Winter Olympics you really are 
missing out – snowboard cross 
and curling have replaced the al-
pine skiing events as my new fa-
vorites to watch.

• If you haven’t voted early 
yet, don’t go to the courthouse.  
The elections office has moved 
to the Meadows Building at 275 
Ellinger Rd. They moved because 
they needed more space, but that 
move bothers me. 

My mom tells stories of how 
people used to bring chairs and 
blankets and sit on the court-
house lawn of election nights of 
old and  wait to hear vote totals 
during heated races. The Fayette 
County courthouse is one of the 
most beautiful and historic places 
in the county.

But going to vote early is one 
of the only reasons most people 
go to the courthouse. The other 
reason is to get your vehicle regis-
tration renewed. And soon that of-
fice is going to move to the under 
renovation Pioneer Bank build-
ing. Plus three of the four en-
trances to the courthouse are still 
closed – not sure if that was se-
curity-related or COVID-related. 
I wonder if that will ever change. 
I remember as a kid walking into 
the courthouse for one reason or 
another with my folks and mar-
veling at the way the stone of the 
doorway was worn into a concave 
shape by the footsteps of so many 
people for so many years. 

But it’s not the public place it 
used to be, I guess.

And that’s a shame.

What Big Lie?
To The Editor:

I would like to ask Ms. Reid 
what is ‘the big lie’ she refers to 
in her recent letter?

I have gotten confused by the 
‘Steele dossier’, the ‘Russian col-
lusion’ fiasco, and all the other 
false accusations and lies created 
by and promoted by Democrats 
in the past four years to block 
Trump’s agenda and get him out 
of the White House.  The fact that 
they succeeded is only a testimo-
ny to their divisiveness.

As early as March 2021, it 
was evident by the published 
list of Biden’s Executive Orders, 
Memorandums, and Actions (all 
69 of them), Biden has no inten-
tion of delivering on his promise 
to unify.  

President Joe Biden called for 
unity and respect on day one in 
office. However, “he hasn’t deliv-
ered. Biden and the Democratic 
Party have done nothing but sow 
more distrust, disdain, and divi-
sion—because that’s the inevita-
ble result of their anti-American 
“woke” worldview--the woke 
worldview can only divide Amer-
ica because it denies the princi-
ples at our country’s core.

I wonder if JFK would rec-
ognize today’s Democrat Party? 
It is evident to me that the cur-
rent President has neglected 
his responsibility to uphold the 
Constitution of the United States 
on several fronts: by telling Con-
gress to “enact Major restrictions 
on Constitutionally protected sec-
ond amendment rights;” by ask-
ing Congress to grant legal status 
to 11 million illegal migrants; by 
creating a commission to change 
the Supreme Court; by proposing 

a jobs plan that “contains $2.25 
trillion in new spending, $400 bil-
lion in tax credits, and $2.27 tril-
lion in tax increases with a radical 
ideology that rejects free enter-
prise and basic economics, gam-
bling that that the government is a 
primary driver of growth;”  by al-
lowing physicians and health care 
workers to be threatened with 
loss of their jobs and licensure if 
they refuse to comply with vac-
cine mandates; by allowing de-
monization of proven COVID-19 
therapies; by redirecting funds 
allocated by Congress to the pro-
tection of American land and citi-
zens against invasion of foreign 
nationals, and the list goes on.

I would remind Ms. Reid that 
compliance with mandated ac-
tivity, such as getting a vaccine, 
might result in sameness but it 
does not unify. Sameness and 
unity are very different concepts.

Cindy Rodibaugh
Flatonia

Wick: Svrcek, Mattress Mac, Olympics

www.williamforliberty.com
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Jurk
William George Jurk, 86 of 

Warda, ran into the embrace of 
his Savior on Wednesday, Feb. 9, 
2022. 

William was born in Warda 
on Nov. 7, 1935 to Herbert Carl 
and Esther Irene (Pietsch) Jurk. 
He was baptized on Nov. 17, 
1935 by Rev. Paul Eifert at Holy 
Cross and confirmed on April 
10, 1949 also at Holy Cross in 
Warda. His confirmation verse 
was Revelation 3:20, “Behold, 
I stand at the door and knock. 
If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in 
to him and eat with him, and he 
with me”. 

He grew up in the Warda 
area, where he attended Holy 
Cross Lutheran School. As a 
young man he went to a dance 
in Ledbetter, where he met the 
love of his life and wife of 63 
years, Carol Joan (Riske) Jurk. 
They married on Nov. 1, 1958 
at Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
in Warda, and the Lord launched 
them together into a life of love, 
joy, good times and bad times, 
laughter, work, and worship. 
William and Carol made their 
first home in Stafford, Texas 
where they began their journey 
of raising their three children, 
Michelle, Robert, and Russell.

He worked hard on the farm 
growing up. At the age of 12 he 
was driving the thrashing ma-
chine and thrashing peanuts for 
customers across the county. 
His Post Office years began in 
Bellaire, then off to Stafford 
where he set up the postal deliv-
ery routes. Then in La Grange 
where he carried a 12-mile walk-
ing route. In addition to his Post 
Office job, Daddy always had 
a side job. In particular, and for 
many years, he was a plumb-
ing inspector first for the city 
of Stafford, Texas and then for 
13 years for the city of Missouri 
City, Texas. He also had a small 
roofing business. Seemed he 
was always working. After a full 
day’s work, he also always kept 
and maintained a big, beautiful 
garden.

He served from 1953 un-
til 1962 in the Texas National 
Guard, was a volunteer fire 
fighter in Stafford, and then after 
moving back home to the coun-
try he volunteered on the South 
Lee County VFD. A passionate 
fan of sports, he watched football 
and baseball every chance he 
had. One of his most memorable 
experiences was a trip with his 
son Russell and grandson Sam 
to watch the Astros in the 2017 
World Series. He was very active 
with first the Sugar Land and 
then the Sta-MO Little League, 
which he helped organize. He 
almost single handedly built the 
Little League Baseball field and 
always had the winning team. 
Little boys worked hard to be on 

Mr. Jurk’s “Yankees.” In addition 
to being the winning team, trips 
to games at the Astrodome were 
a highlight of being on that team. 
Many of those boys still remem-
ber and hold those days dear to 
their hearts.

He loved to take his fam-
ily camping. He and Carol had 
many good times with friends on 
those trips and his children will 
never forget the countless hours 
he spent pulling them on skis be-
hind his boat.

Daddy loved his church and 
served in many capacities. He 
was an usher, a trustee, an el-
der, the president of the congre-
gation, and served as an elder 
again.

William was preceded in 
death by his parents; his dear 
sister, Joyce Verneil Jurk Kings-
bery; his son-in-law, Lane A. 
Patterson; his nephew, Sid Eric 
Kingsbery; brothers-in-law, 
Col Robert Riske and Kenneth 
Wayne Frank, and his mother 
and father-in-law, Ida Mae (Zw-
ernemann) Riske and Louis 
Riske.

Left to treasure his memory 
are his wife of 63 years, Carol 
Joan (Riske) Jurk; his cher-
ished children, daughter, Carol 
Michelle Jurk Dunk (Michael), 
son, Robert Allan Jurk (Cheryl), 
and son, Russell William Jurk 
(Laurie); his brother, Allan Gene 
Jurk (Carolyn); his grandchil-
dren who will carry their Paw 
forever in their hearts, Samuel 
Christopher Jacob (Shannon), 
Morgan William Patterson 
(Rayanne), Miranda Sheree’ 
Goehring (Josh), Cameron Kyle 
Jurk (Elizabeth), Ashley Lauren 
Jurk, and Richard Martin Jurk; 
his great grandchildren who also 
love their “Paw” dearly, Gunter 
Scott Jacob, Grant Joseph Jacob, 
Gavin William Jacob, Benjamin 
Jurk, and Katherine Rose Cross. 
Others who will miss his lov-
ing and powerful presence are 
so very many and incredibly 
loved; nieces, Kimberley Odom 
and Maude Kingsbery; nephew, 
Scott Jurk; his in-laws, Carl 
Jerry Kingsbery, Delores Riske, 
Kay (Frank) Brown, Glenn 
(Sara) Riske, Linda Frank, and 
Cheryl Evans, and many, many 
cousins, as well as friends too 
many to count; all of whom he 
deeply and genuinely cherished.

Serving as pallbearers were 
his grandchildren and his two 
“sons of the heart” Charles Rob-
ert Newton and Paul Gerard 
Boitmann.

Funeral services were held 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 12, 
2022 at Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church in Warda with Rev. Dus-
tin Beck officiating. Burial fol-
lowed in the church cemetery. 

The family requests that me-
morials and donations be made 
to Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
in Warda, Faith Lutheran High 
School in Warda, the Texas 
Wendish Heritage Society, or to 
the charity of one’s choice.

The Jurk family would like 
to thank each of you for your 
many, many prayers and con-
dolences. Deepest and special 
thanks to Pastor Beck, Dr. Wess 
Blackwell, the wonderful staff at 
Giddings Residence and Reha-
bilitation Center, and Lee Coun-
ty EMS.

Funeral arrangements have 
been entursted to Phillips & 
Luckey Funeral Home in Gid-
dings.

OBITUARIES

Munsch
Angeline Amalia Munsch, 

91, went to her final resting 
place on Saturday, Feb. 12, 2022.  

Funeral services were held 
Thursday, Feb. 17, 2022, at 
10:30 a.m. at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in La Grange 
with interment in the La Grange 
City Cemetery.  

She was born to Peter and 
Agnes (Gerngross) Wostarek 
on Aug. 4, 1930, in Frelsburg.  
She married Harold J. Munsch 
on March 27, 1951. Although 
she never worked outside of the 
home, she worked at home as 
a seamstress and provided care 
for numerous children over the 
years, including her grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.  

Angeline enjoyed garden-
ing, solving word search puz-
zles, playing bingo, and reading.  
Her greatest joy was being the 
number one fan at her children’s, 
grandchildren’s, and great-
grandchildren’s sporting events.  

She was a member of Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church of 
La Grange and enjoyed working 
with the Knights of Columbus 
catering crews with her hus-
band. 

Survivors include two 
sons, Joseph Munsch and wife 
Glenda of Fayetteville, and Ber-
nard Munsch of Leander; two 
daughters, Becky Munsch and 
Cathy Zingelmann, both of La 
Grange; grandchildren, Craig 
Zingelmann, Michael and Meg-
an Cooper, Candice and Tiger 
Hall, all of La Grange; Mark 
and  Casey Munsch of Bris-
tow, Va.; Courtney Zingelmann 
and Chase Pruitt of Red Rock, 
and Emerson Munsch of Kyle; 
great-grandchildren, Kadyn and 
Kallyn Hall, Haylie, Holdyn and 
Haedyn Cooper, and  Scarlett 
Zingelmann, all of La Grange, 
Gianna, Zelie, John, and Avila 
Munsch of Bristow, Virginia; 
two sisters, Isabel Blanton of 
Sedona, Az., and Edith Evan-
icky of Wharton; brother, James 
Wostarek of La Grange; and 
sister-in-law, Annie Munsch of 
Columbus.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, husband Harold 
Munsch, brother, Paul Wos-
tarek; brother and sister-in-law 
Lawrence and Clementine Wo-
starek, sister and brother-in-
law, Rosie and Simon Wilde; 
brothers-in-law Daniel Munsch, 
Edward Munsch, and Merle 
Blanton; and sisters-in-law, An-
nie Wostarek and Charlene Wo-
starek.

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Sacred Heart 
School Endowment Fund, Relay 
for Life of La Grange, or a char-
ity of one’s choice. 

Funeral arrangements have 
been entrusted to Fayette Me-
morial Funeral Home in La 
Grange.

THE FAMILY OF

Barbara Chovanec Tieken
(June 23, 1958 to January 15, 2022)

would like to express our heartfelt
thanks to our extended family, friends, and neighbors

for your support during this difficult time.

Thank you to all who remembered us in prayer,
visited or called, sent cards or flowers, prepared food

and made memorial contributions.

Special thanks to Father Felix Twumasi and Deacon John McCourt
for the beautiful service and encouraging words.

We are grateful to Koenig-Belvill Funeral Home for their
service, support and compassion.

It is comforting to know that Barbara touched the
lives of so many of you and that you were

there for us during this difficult time.
Your friendship, kindness and love mean more to us

than words could ever express.

Gilliam
Jo-Anne Wehunt Gilliam 

of Fayetteville and formally of 
Bellville, passed to her Heav-
enly Home on Feb. 13, 2022 at 
the age of seventy one years and 
six months.  

She was a beloved wife, 
mother and grandmother.  

Jo-Anne was a graduate of 
Sam Houston State University 
and spent the majority of her 
career working in the offshore 
drilling industry in engineering. 

She loved the Lord and loved 
to sing and was a former mem-
ber of the Austin County Civic 
Chorale. 

Jo-Anne was born in Selma, 
Ala. on Aug. 14, 1950 to parents 
James and Gladys Wehunt, who 
preceded her in death.  

She is survived by her hus-
band of 27 years, James Gil-
liam, of Fayetteville; five chil-
dren: Julie Scheibe of Gallatin, 
Tenn.; Jeff Muse and his wife, 
Brandie, of Gallatin, Tenn.; 
David Gilliam of Splendora; 
Harold “Dino” Gilliam and his 
wife, Kara, of Bryan; Kimberly 
Crouse and her husband, John, 
of Bryan; sister, Joyce Gauntt of 
Larue; brother, Jim Wehunt and 
his wife, Sam, of Prairie Village, 
Kan.; ten grandchildren and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.  

A memorial will be held on 
Sunday, March 13, 2022 at 2 
p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church,                  
402 Atchison St., Sealy, Texas 
77474.  

In lieu of flowers, you may 
make a donation to the Lupus 
Foundation of America.

Family and friends can view 
and sign the guestbook online at 
www.lagrangefunerals.com.

Funeral arrangements have 
been entrusted to Koenig-Belvill 
Funeral Home & Cremations in 
La Grange.

“Will you help me with my 
English?”, the 13-year-old Mexi-
can youth asked.

 And, of course, I quickly 
said ‘sure.’

 Now I know better than to 
help anyone with anything, espe-
cially a child needing assistance 
with language. But reality didn’t 
sink in until he had left, smiling, 
and I had time to think ‘what 
have I just done?’ I know English 
but no Spanish, and he knows Spanish and a little bit of English.

 What was I thinking, or why was I not thinking? Teaching has 
never been a skill I have possessed or even wanted to learn, and 
here I was volunteering to offer my non-existent expertise to a trust-
ing youngster. He had no idea what a mistake or more accurately 
‘disaster’, this request was going to be if left in my hands.

 I stumbled around for a couple of days attempting to manu-
facture an explanation that would not point out my total lack of 
competence, and truth be told, my lack of interest, in guiding him 
through a foreign language endeavor.

 But, I couldn’t abandon this darling boy who was going to take 
an English test soon, and who walks my two dogs once a week, 
could I?

 As I lamented my situation to a friend, she raised her hand as if 
in a classroom, and said with enthusiasm, “I can do that!”

 I stared at her for any sign of jest, but she sincerely wanted to 
take the plunge into teacherhood. Afterall, she had been a school 
librarian, was adept at dealing with children, and knew how to find 
English lessons on the Internet. I would never have thought of do-
ing that!

 We spent the next several weeks, I’m using the term ‘we’ very 
loosely, exposing the kid to verbs, adverbs, adjectives, and special 
phrases he may never use in English. But she was determined, and 
he had a translation app on his phone, so they were able to com-
municate, at least, some.

 The holidays ended, she returned to the states, and he went 
back to school.  My job as an assistant English tutor was called to 
a halt.  Emilio had the good sense not to ask for further help after 
witnessing my obvious lack of talent in this field…thank goodness 
for both of us.

 However, he did stop by this week and his English was great, or 
at least what I could hear of it. Deafness keeps hindering my ability 
to make out exactly what is being said, when the English is spoken 
with a Spanish accent.

 There is hope he will pass the English test, thanks to my friend’s 
effort, and my donations of bottled drinks and M&Ms.

 My contributions to the cause were rewarded. I gained five 
pounds watching the two of them work on translations while I ate 
candy and drank iced tea.

 Volunteering is such a wonderful thing, and very fattening.

By MARGO JOHNSON

That 

Little

Voice

That Little Voice

By CINDY VILLARREAL
NVCC Executive Director

Navidad Valley Community 
Connections apologizes for be-
ing away, but the organizations 
laptop suddenly went to a black 
screen which threw NVCC into 
a panic. Michael Koeth, IT and 
owner of CompuClean comput-
er services, has been in the back-
ground troubleshooting. NVCC 
finally agreed it is time for a new 
piece of equipment for Navidad 
Valley Community Connections.  

NVCC appreciates Second 
Chance Emporium for believ-
ing in NVCC and its ability to 
get the job done. They have been 
instrumental in the organization-
al development and providing 
those tools NVCC needs to get 
to the next level. 

NVCC keep getting these 
little boosts to keep going and 
keep the momentum running on 
high. The team at the center is 
working hard to set up the next 
outing in April and with a $500 
check from the Weimar Rotary 
Club to fund it.  NVCC is plan-
ning a trip to Brenham and will 
eat at a new restaurant. In honor 
of many things, NVCC will wear 
red to be readily visible, and to 
support the Red Door Initiative, 
it is Valentine’s month too.  There 
will be 14 open slots to sign up 
for the trip, so don’t delay. Call 
the Senior Center at (979) 743-
3227 and ask for Cindy if you 
have any questions. 

In the budget planning pro-
cess, NVCC has decided to join 
the Weimar Chamber of Com-

merce and purchase an annual 
ad in their magazine. Flatonia is 
the next outreach area for NVCC 
to explore.  

If you need a speaker for 
your civic group or local club, 
consider asking Cindy Villarreal, 
Executive Director of the NVCC 
Senior Center in Schulenburg, to 
come in and give a short presen-
tation on what is going on at the 
Senior Center. 

Navidad Valley Commu-
nity Connections is a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization.  Its mis-
sion is “to provide a multipur-
pose organization that initiates, 
sponsors and promotes events, 
activities, and projects which en-
hance the quality of life for older 
adults in Fayette County and sur-
rounding communities.” 

NVCC Center Plans Trip to Brenham 

The Holy Smokers of St. James Episcopal Church of La Grange donated the proceeds of their Feb-

ruary barbecue sale to the St. Mark’s Medical Center Auxilliary. Pictured (front, from left) are Cheryl 

Karr, Mary Kahanek, President, and Virginia James of the St. Mark’s Medical Center Auxilliary and 

members of St. James Episcopal Church; (back) Holy Smokers Bill Bailey, Dan Boyles, Larry Kahanek, 

Eric Batchelder, and Richard Dixon.

Holy Smokers Cook for St. Mark’s Auxiliary

www.lagrangefunerals.com
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YOU’LL LIKE

THE WAY WE

DO BUSINESS!

NO HAGGLES

NO GIMMICKS

NO TRICKS

2021 FORD BRONCO SPORT

#P4558 $37,295$37,295

2014 FORD FUSION

#F8847A $15,995$15,995

2020 TOYOTA RAV4 XLE

#L8809A $25,995$25,995

2021 RAM 1500 LARAMIE

#F8914B $53,995$53,995

2015 JEEP WRANGLER

#F8758A $27,995$27,995

OIL CHANGES FOR LIFE
ON ALL NEW & PREOWNED

GAS VEHICLES DURING TRUCK MONTH!

OIL CHANGES FOR LIFE
ON ALL NEW & PREOWNED

GAS VEHICLES DURING TRUCK MONTH!

2015 FORD F-150 LARIAT

#P4551 $28,995$28,995

2018 GMC CANYON

#F8807B $32,995$32,995

2017 FORD F-150 XLT

#F8874A $38,495$38,495

Adopt Me

TO ADOPT ANY OF THESE PETS, OR OTHERS:
• Call the Gardenia E. Janssen Animal Shelter at 966-0021

HOURS:
• Visit the shelter at 240 Svoboda Lane and adopt animals on 

Tuesday-Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The shelter is closed on Monday. The animal 
shelter will not accept surrendered animals on Saturdays. 

CONTACT INFORMATION
• Check the web site at www.janssenanimalshelter.org
• Email: info@janssenanimalshelter.org
• Wendie Dillard, Tech - wendie@janssenanimalshelter.org

The animal shelter is in need of puppy chow, kitten chow, 
dog and cat food, paper towels, candles, Pine Sol, and Lysol.

All animals for adoption can be viewed online at petango.com.

From our perspective, it seems our community is overrun by 
feral cats.  They are trapped and brought to our shelter daily,  either 
by the municipalities or residents of Fayette County.

Although we are not set up to house feral cats, we have a fund 
that has allowed us to vaccinate, spay/neuter and FIV test these 
cats to be released back into the community.  We have lowered the 
adoption fee.  Residents who have a use for a “barn” or “working” 
cat or are interested in donating to this cause, please contact the 
shelter.  Help us save lives and prevent unwanted pets.

#adoptingsaveslives

#spayandneuter

#barncats

FAYETTE COUNTY ADOPTABLE

2 Vote 4 Liberty!

I Want You Elect William Bernsen
for Fayette County Judge

· Liberty Matters
· The Law Matters
· Family Matters
· Your Opinion Matters
· Your Vote Matters

Liberty Breeds Prosperity
www.WilliamForLiberty.com

Paid pol ad by the William Bernsen Campaign

Each year, the Texas State 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Board and the Association of 
Texas Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Districts sponsor the Texas 
Conservation Awards Program 
to recognize and honor those 
who dedicate themselves and 
their talents to the conservation 
and wise use of renewable natu-
ral resources.

Conservation Districts are 
local units of government re-
sponsible for conservation 
work within their boundaries. 
The district’s role is to increase 
voluntary conservation among 
land users. The district and the 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Service work together in order 
to reach the district’s goal of 
conservation applications. The 
NRCS is vital to the success of 
all the Fayette SWCD’s conser-
vation objectives. The conserva-
tion awards program provides 
competition and incentives to ex-
pand and improve conservation 
efforts, resource development, 
and increase the wise utilization 
of renewable natural resources.

The directors of the Fayette 
County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District are: Rick Schil-
ling, Lee Fritsch, Howard Frick, 
Carol Friedrich and C.R. “Bob” 
Devine. District employees are 
Nancy Pietsch and Carissa Ka-

risch. NRCS employees Robert 
Bankston, Glen Minzenmeyer 
and Marcus Rose. 

The Fayette County Soil and 
Water Conservation District No. 
341 held its annual Conservation 
Awards Banquet on Feb. 4. Win-
ners for this year include the fol-
lowing:

Coloring Contest
Nayeli Llanas, La Grange 

Elementary
Andres Aguillon, Flatonia 

Elementary 

Poster Contest
Morgan Williams, Round 

Top-Carmine Elementary
Annabelle Zoch, Sacred 

Heart School

Essay Contest
13 & Under Division:
Reagan Williams, Round 

Top-Carmine Elementary
Morgan Williams, Round 

Top-Carmine Elementary

Essay Contest
14-18 Division:
Eryn Kutchka, La Grange 

Middle School
Nathan Barron, La Grange 

Middle School

Conservation Rancher
Frank & Patricia Cunning-

ham

Fayette County 
Soil and Water 
Conservation 
Award Winners 

Coloring contest winner Andres Aguillon, Flatonia Elementary, is 

pictured with presenters Danny Jurk and Dan Mueller of Colorado 

Valley Communications. Not pictured is Nayeli Llanas, La Grange 

Elementary.

Poster contest winner Morgan Williams, Round Top-Carmine Ele-

mentary, is pictured with presenter Forrest Stewart of Capital Farm 

Credit.

Essay contest winners, 13 and under division, Morgan Williams, 

Round Top-Carmine Elementary and Reagan Williams, Round Top-

Carmine Elementary, pictured with presenter Amanda Castaneda 

of Flatonia National Bank.

Essay contest winners, 14-18 division, Nathan Barron, La Grange 

Middle School and Eryn Kutchka, La Grange Middle School, with 

presenters Michele Stokes and Sherry Pfl uger of Round Top State 

Bank.

Frank and Patricia Cunningham were awarded the Conservation 

Rancher award by Tracy Denton of Fayette Electric Cooperative.

St. Rose of Lima Catholic School announced its Fayette Soil and Water Conservation District 

winners. Coloring contest, 5K - 1st: Lane Schiffl i, 2nd: Chandler Bubela, 3rd: Addison Johnson; 

1st Grade - 1st: Rowan Heinrich, 2nd: Emma McCourt, 3rd: Tatum Bujnoch; 2nd Grade - 1st: 

Cate Hooper, 2nd: Hudson Ohnheiser; Poster contest, 3rd Grade - 1st: Luke Goedrich, 2nd: Levi 

Johnson, 3rd: Briley Hartensteiner; 5th Grade - 1st: Holden Holub; 6th Grade - 1st: Miranda Bon-

ner, 2nd: Brenley Bujnoch; Essay Contest, 4th Grade - 1st: Abraham McBride, and 2nd: Bryson 

Ohnheiser.

St. Rose Fayette Soil & Water Conservation Winners 

As of Feb. 11, the Garde-
nia E. Janssen Animal Shelter 
closed the week with 99 ani-
mals in care: 41 cats/58 dogs. 
This number includes animals 
in the facility, in foster care 
for medical, space, or awaiting 
transport to rescue partner.

The following are the statis-
tics for the week of Feb. 5-11:

Intake: 27

Adoptions: 20
Transferred to Rescue:   0
Return to Owner: 3
Humane Euthanasia: 0
Every day we strive to pro-

vide the care and love all our 
animals deserve and need.  We 
build our practices, protocols, 
and daily routines based on the 
gold-standard in animal wel-
fare.

Animal Shelter Status Update 

Create healthy habits, lower 
your risk of disease, meet new 
friends, and achieve your 2022 
health goals.  Join Fayette Coun-
ty’s upcoming, eight-week Walk 
Across Texas!  program which 
starts March 13.

Walking is one of the least ex-
pensive and easiest ways to get fit 
says Sally Garrett, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Agent-Fam-
ily & Community Heath. Physi-
cal activity helps reduce your 
risk of cancer, diabetes, heart 
disease and stroke. Increase your 
chances for success by creating 

a team of eight and joining your 
teammates as they walk towards 
a healthier lifestyle. Walk Across 
Texas! is…life changing.  By 
completing the eight-week pro-
gram, you will feel better, lower 
your stress level, and get all the 
additional benefits of regular 
physical activity, not to mention 
creating long-standing, healthy 
habits of physical activity.

A weekly newsletter with 
health/nutritional information 
will be sent out to all WAT mem-
bers states Garrett. There is no 
cost for this exercise program, 

and you can sign up online. 
Challenge your friends, family 
members, and/or co-workers to 
sign up. Other forms of physi-
cal activity can also count on 
your weekly activity log. At the 
end of the 8-week cycle, prizes 
will be awarded to the top three 
teams. If you have any questions 
do not hesitate to contact the Fay-
ette County Extension Office at 
(979) 968-5831.

Get Moving!  All you need 
is 30 minutes a day to realize the 
benefits of a healthier life.  Sign 
up a team today. 

Get Moving, Join Fayette County’s 
Walk Across Texas Series in March

THE Place to buy your new Boat or RV!

See 50 Boat and RV Brands in 1 Location!

SouthEastTexasBoatRVShow.com

March
4-5-6

Ford
Park

Beaumont

Texas

www.janssenanimalshelter.org
www.petango.com
www.williamforliberty.com
www.southeasttexasboatrvshow.com
www.lagrangeford.com

