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AVED
adds six

certified
firefighters

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The Alpine Emergen-
cy Services Board held
its regular meeting on
Monday at 5:30 p.m. in
the Alpine Fire Depart-
ment’s meeting room.
Directors Mark Rose and
Albert Benitez were ab-
sent due to emergencies,
and Aaron Rodriguez
was absent. Guest Brian
Young of the Alpine Vol-
unteer Fire Department
and Vernon M. Tucker
were also in attendance.

Director Rusty Moore
approved moving the
public comment to the
end of the meeting at the
request of board member
Carla Spencer.

The first item of busi-
ness was to approve the
April 7 board meeting
minutes. Stacey Wood
made a motion, followed
by Spencer’s second.

The board then heard
from Wood about the
financials. She told the
board that she’d up-
loaded the year-end fi-
nancials and a portion of
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Brewster County declared drought disaster area

BY KERRY LAIRD

Correspondent

The Brewster County Com-
missioners Court held its regu-
lar meeting on Tuesday in the
commissioner’s courtroom at
the Brewster County Court-
house. With all commission-
ers present, Brewster County
Judge Greg Henington pre-
sided over a wide-ranging ses-
sion.

The meeting began with a
presentation from Stephen
Hummel of McDonald Ob-
servatory, who officially rec-
ognized the Brewster County
Courthouse as a “Night Sky
Friendly” location. Hummel
presented a formal certificate
to the court and acknowledged

Greg Henington

Judge Henington’s efforts to re-
place the courthouse’s exterior
lighting with fixtures that direct
light toward the ground, mini-
mizing light pollution and pre-

serving night sky views.

Precinct 1 Commissioner Jim
Westermann inquired whether
Hummel was part of a group
that assists residents and busi-
nesses with converting non-
compliant lighting to meet the
dark-sky standards of the forth-
coming local ordinances.

Hummel confirmed that this
is his full-time job and de-
scribed the process as a work
in progress, emphasizing the
importance of community col-
laboration in preserving the re-
gion’s dark skies.

The court also approved
a lease agreement between
Brewster County and the 1st
U.S. Army Battalion, allowing
the Army to rent a room at the
Alpine Emergency Services

Building for $500 a month to
use as a sick bay.

“They conduct a sick bay for
their soldiers whenever some-
one needs to be looked at for
medical reasons,” said Judge
Henington. “And they’ve asked
if they could rent a room from
us at the fire station for six
months. Only the officers will
have access, or the people who
are actually providing the care;
it’s not a free-for-all.”

The commissioners approved
a resolution declaring Brews-
ter County a drought disaster
area, aligning with the State of
Texas and reflecting data from
the May 1 federal drought map,

See COUNTY -6

AHS awards outstanding scholars

Alpine ngh School held 1ts annual academic awards ceremony Monday night, celebrating the outstanding accompllsh-
ments of many of its students. These students excelled in everything from Art to Welding, and everything in between.
Congratulations and Go Bucks!
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Council discusses road repairs, noise ordinance, and new initiatives

BY KERRY LAIRD

Correspondent

The Alpine City Council met
for its regular meeting on Tues-
day, May 6, with Mayor Cathe-
rine Eaves presiding. All coun-
cilors were present except Ward
1 Councilor Reagan Stone.

The meeting began with
proclamations recognizing
city employees as part of Na-
tional Public Service Recogni-
tion Week, National Municipal
Clerks Week, National Public
Works Week, and National Po-
lice Week.

Mayor Eaves encouraged
the public to recognize these
employees whose dedicated
service to the community has
improved their quality of life.

During public comment, resi-
dents of Country Club Estates
expressed concerns over the
condition of their roads, prior
to a detailed discussion led by
Ward 5 Councilor Rick Ste-
phens. Stephens explained that
the primary road in the subdivi-
sion was not built with a proper
base, contributing to its rapid
deterioration.

He noted that the “fundamen-
tal issue” has always been that
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repairs are “beyond the city
budget.” However, he presented
options, including milling the
road or installing a shorter con-
nector to Loop Road. Repairs
in the neighborhood currently
account for 10% of the city’s
road-repair budget.

Another discussion item cen-
tered on recent sound testing at
Hotel Ritchey as part of an on-
going review of the city’s noise
ordinance. The test, conducted
in April, involved members
of the Music Advisory Board,
Alpine City Council, and the
Alpine Police Department. Ac-
cording to Councilor Stephens,
the test confirmed that live
music at the venue remained
within acceptable decibel lev-
els, confirming the value of the
study itself.

“The good news, in my view,
was that this band that plays
over there at the Hotel Ritchey
was reasonable, the sound was
reasonable,” Stephens said. “I
think we’ve got a good noise
ordinance. The bottom line was
that it was a really good test,
and [ think it validates the noise
levels in our ordinance.”

With the successful test, the
city is now able to test other

Megan Antrim

live-music venues with prece-
dence. The results of the tests
are expected to help guide fu-
ture discussions about live
music guidelines and potential
amendments to the ordinance.
Council also discussed pro-
posed updates to Appendix C
- Zoning of the Alpine Code of
Ordinances, including consoli-
dating Chapter 78 - Signs into
the zoning framework. The
move is intended to improve
consistency and enforcement.
While some existing signs, like
the McDonald’s sign that ex-
ceeds 35 feet, are grandfathered
in, any damage would require

compliance with the new height
limits.

In other business, the council
reviewed a proposal from Stra-
tegic Government Resources
(SGR) to provide an Interim
Public Works Director. The
agreement outlines the process
and costs for hiring an experi-
enced municipal professional,
with hourly rates ranging from
$75 to $80, plus associated
travel and background check
fees. If the city chooses to hire
the interim director permanent-
ly within 12 months, a $10,000
placement fee will apply unless
SGR conducts a full executive
search.

During action items, the
council approved the second
and final reading of an ordi-
nance amending pool rules in
Chapter 74 - Parks and Recre-
ation. Updates include raising
the age requirement for unac-
companied children from under
six to under 13, banning vaping
and tobacco use, and clarifying
administrative oversight. Viola-
tions will carry penalties of up
to $500.

The council also approved

See COUNCIL-6
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Miriam Elene Ishmael

Miriam Elene Ishmael,
89, of Terlingua, went
home to be with the Lord
on April 30 in El Paso.
Her life was a remarkable
journey of growth, change,
and adaptability. A lifelong
deeply devout Christian,
she openly shared her love
for the Lord in “praise”
songs that she joyfully
wrote and sang. She was a
published author of poems
and spiritual essays, en-
couraging everyone to love
and care for each other.

Miriam was born in St
Philips Parish, Barbados,
West Indies, on November
21, 1935, to lone Albertha
(nee Squires) and Timothy
Gladstone Ishmael, the
third of nine children. She
was raised in a Christian
home with regular church
attendance and adherence

to Biblical principles. She
recalled her mother as a

kind, loving, caring wom-
an and a wonderful cook.
Christmas was always
special. Her minister fa-
ther worked as a tailor; he
was a disciplinarian with
a sense of humor. She had
vocal and speech issues as
a child, but loved drawing
and writing. She complet-
ed high school and trained
as a dressmaker, demon-
strating creative skills and
designs in wedding attire

and apparel.

Miriam will be remem-
bered dearly and lovingly
missed by everyone who
was fortunate to meet her
and could call her a friend
or neighbor. She was kind,
caring, compassionate,
and outspoken. Her abid-
ing faith and love of Jesus
Christ carried her through
to the end of life. She loved
to shop and cook “Bajan”
dishes. After spending the
day shopping in Alpine,
she happily greeted every-
one she knew. She was a
member of Terlingua Bible
Church with Pastor Jerry
and Donna Enmon.

She made a lifelong
friend, Ruth James, an
educator from the Com-
monwealth of Dominica,
with whom she shared a
deep bond and religious
faith while also gaining
an extended family. Mrs.

James encouraged her
further educational pur-
suits and medical care for
Miriam’s vocal problems,
which were addressed
in Manchester, England,
where she also became
certified in Midwifery.
She subsequently moved
to Toronto, Canada, where
three of her younger sisters
and older brother lived to
continue her studies, ob-
taining a nursing degree
and a BSN from George
Brown College of Applied
Arts and Technology. Mir-
iam made many friends in
Canada and became a citi-
zen, but the cold Canadian
winters led to emigration
to the United States via St
Thomas, Virgin Islands.
Thereafter, she moved to
West Texas, worked as a
Licensed Registered Nurse
in several cities, sought
permanent U.S. residency,

and eventually became a
U S citizen. During the pe-
riod of “Y2K,” she retired
and settled in Terlingua.
Miriam was enthralled by
the majestic beauty around
her; she bought a piano and
took the moniker “Des-
ert Lady vowing to never
leave, always basking in
the companionship of her
various cats.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, lone
and Timothy Ishmael, her
brother Wilbert (Barbara)
Ishmael, and her sisters
Vernita (Rueben) Briggs,
Cicely, and Sheila Ishmael.

She is survived by her
brother Charles (Patricia)
Ishmael, her sisters Mar-
guerite (Carlton) Howell,
Jean, and Patricia Ishmael
in Canada and Barbados,
her Nieces Grace San-
diford and Sharon How-
ell, and nephews Ronald

Ishmael, Rueben Briggs,
Jr., and Adrian Howell.
Also, her extended fam-
ily, the James’, including
Anne (Harold) Piper, Mel-
dora (Keith) Beckwith,
her Goddaughter Julia,
Priscilla, Melvin, Henri-
son, Adelbert, Orville, and
Duane James.

Visitation with family
viewing will begin at 11
a.m. on Saturday, May 17,
at Grace Christian Fellow-
ship, 801 E Brown Ave,
Alpine. The funeral ser-
vice will start at 12 p.m.,
and burial will follow at
Holy Angels Cemetery. A
memorial service will be
held the following day at
11 a.m., Sunday, May 18,
at Terlingua Bible Church
in Terlingua.

Funeral arrangements
have been entrusted to
Alpine Memorial Funeral
Home.

Dr. John W. Pate

June 11, 1941 —
April 22, 2025

Dr. John Woodrow Pate,
Jr.,, died peacefully at home
on Tuesday, April 22, at the
age of 83.

Memorial Service: 10:30
a.m., Saturday, May 17 at
Robert Carr Chapel — TCU

John was born on June
11, 1941, in Shreveport,
Louisiana. He was the el-
dest son of Dr. John Wood-
row and Era Jeanne Pate.
John grew up in Alpine,
where his father worked
as a local physician. John
attended Alpine High
School, where he played
football as the starting
high school quarterback.
After graduating in 1959,
he attended the Univer-
sity of Texas, graduating
in 1964, and married his
college sweetheart, Judy
Summers. Following col-
lege graduation, he went

to the University of Texas
Dental School, receiving
his D.D.S. in 1968. John
attended medical school
at the University of Texas
Medical Branch in Galves-
ton, receiving his MD in
1971. From 1971 to 1972,
he completed an internship
in Salt Lake City, Utah. He
then completed his residen-
cy at the UT Southwestern
Medical School in Dallas
with a focus on general sur-
gery, otolaryngology, head
and neck surgery, and fa-
cial plastic and reconstruc-
tive surgery. He owned and

operated a plastic surgery
office in El Paso, Texas,
for over 40 years. He was
certified by the American
Board of Otolaryngology-
Head and Neck Surgery
as well as the American
Board of Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery.
He and his wife, Rhonda,
established the John and
Rhonda Pate Endowed
Presidential Scholarship
in Law at UT Law School
in 2000 and the John and
Rhonda Pate Professorship
in Otolaryngology, Head
and Neck Surgery at UT
Southwestern in 2004. In
2000, Governor Rick Perry
appointed John as a mem-
ber of the Texas Medical
Board, on which he served
from 2001 to 2007.

In addition to his profes-
sion and career, John had
a passion for life outside
medicine. His hobbies in-
cluded piano playing, scu-
ba diving, skiing, sailing,

and mountain climbing.
Usually with his family in
tow, he skied throughout
the Rocky Mountains and
Swiss and French Alps;
John skippered bareboat
monohulls off the coast of
California, British Virgin
Islands, and the Grena-
dines; he climbed all the
Class 4 peaks in the Elk
Range of Colorado and the
Grand Teton in Wyoming.
He also summited the Mat-
terhorn in Zermatt, Swit-
zerland, and Mont Blanc in
Chamonix, France. None
of these, however, could
match his love for aviation.
Starting at the age of 49,
John became a pilot with
a commercial rating, an
instrument rating, a multi-
engine rating, and a single
pilot Citation 500 jet rating.
He ultimately logged over
3000 hours of flight time.
When he wasn’t climbing
a mountain or flying over
one, he enjoyed rocking on

Nelda L. Reyes

Nelda L. Reyes, a de-
voted mother and vibrant
spirit, peacefully left this
world on May 11 at the
age of 66 in Fort Stock-
ton. Born on March 12,
1959, in Alpine, Nelda
was a lifelong resident of
Brewster County, where
she touched the lives
of many through her
warmth, kindness, and
zest for life.

A proud graduate of
Alpine High School, Nel-
da’s spirit shone brightly
during her school years.
She was actively in-
volved in sports and the
school band, showcasing
her love for music and
athleticism. Those who
knew her would often
speak of her infectious
joy for life, as she reveled
in singing and dancing—

activities that brought her
immense happiness and
were always shared with
her loved ones.

Nelda’s role as a de-
voted mother was cen-
tral to her identity. She
cherished her children
fiercely, and her legacy
will live on through their
lives. Dwayne Kristo-
pher Reyes (Candes),
Wesley Ryan Reyes II
(Patsy), Kaila De’Lon
Martinez (Pedro), K’Lan
Kelsey Reyes (Maggie),

GCENTURY
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and Destinee Rae Kellam
(Henry) were fortunate
to have a mother whose
love knew no bounds.
Her nurturing spirit and
unwavering support
provided them with the
foundation they needed
to thrive.

Beyond her immedi-
ate family, Nelda was
surrounded by the love
of her mother, Maria E.
Melgoza, sisters, Pamela
Melgoza and Ruth Ma-
cias (Joe), her 17 grand-
children, and numerous
nieces and nephews,
who witnessed the light
that Nelda brought into
the world. Though her
heart grieved the loss
of her beloved husband,
Andres Reyes Jr., and her
son, Wesley Ryan Reyes
I, Nelda found solace in
her faith, which she cher-
ished deeply.

The void left by the
passing of her father,
Ruben D. Melgoza,
was a testament to her
strength and resilience
as she navigated life
with grace and positivity.
Nelda lived her life filled
with laughter and a pas-
sion for making beautiful
memories with those she
held dear.

As we remember Nel-
da L. Reyes, it is her love
of life, her spirit of joy,
and her devotion to fam-
ily that will forever reso-
nate in our hearts. She
will be dearly missed, yet
her legacy will continue
through the laughter and
happiness she instilled
in her children and all
who had the privilege
of knowing her. Rest in
peace, dear Nelda, until
we meet again.
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the balcony at his home in
Snowmass, Colorado, his
favorite place of all. His
dedication to his family,
his spirit of adventure, and
his joy in living stand as a
shining example of a life
well lived.

John is preceded in
death by his parents: Dr.
John Woodrow Pate, Sr., in
1999, Era Jeanne Boettger
in 2007, and his first wife
and mother of his two sons,
Judy Pate, in 1989.

John is survived by his
beloved wife of 30 years,
Rhonda K. Pate of Ft.
Worth; his two sons, Jay
and wife, Samantha of

Dallas and Matt and wife,
Catherine, of Dallas; his
two brothers, Dr. Bart
Pate and wife, Cathy of
Ft. Worth, Dr. Mark Pate
and wife, Margie of Rocky
Mount, North Carolina;
six grandchildren, Presley,
George, Sam, Alice, Jack
Pate and Gage Hampton;
and many nieces, nephews,
relatives, and friends.

In lieu of flowers, the
family respectfully re-
quests donations be made
in memory of Dr. Pate to
The Salvation Army of
North Texas, 214-637-
8220, PO Box 36006, Dal-
las, TX 75235.

CORRECTION

council meeting.

The canvassing of the votes for the May 3 General Election
did not happen on Tuesday, May 6, as was reported. The votes
were officially canvassed during the May 13th special city
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Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels

402 E. Holland Ave. ¢ Alpine, Texas 79830 ¢ 432-837-5402
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Thank you for the following donations:
Erica David
Gay Rippel
Ginger Hillery
Joanna Barrett
Cynthia Kennedy
Lady Chachi Hawkins
Kirsten Moody
Marjorie Parmely
Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.

Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in
the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30. * Cost is $7.00 per person.
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

City of Alpine

TIRE AMNESTY DAYS

- June, 2025

Between April - June

residents may recycle tires for FREE!
*UP TO 4 TIRES PER HOUSEHOLD PER DAY
"OR UNTIL CONTAINER ISFULL"

WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Call: (432) 294-3183 for

more info.
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*ONLY RESIDENTIAL TIRES ACCEPTED*

*NO TIRES FROM WASTE TIRE GENERATING BUSINESSES
*NO OVERSIZED TIRES (SEMI TRACTOR TIRE, OR

FARM EQUIPMENT TIRES*
*NO TIRES FROM COMMERCIAL
SOURCES ACCEPTED
*NO TIRES WITH RIMS*
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Marathon ISD hires new superintendent

The Marathon Independent
School District met on May
6 to officially hire Mr. Keith
Kimbrough as its next super-
intendent. After Dr. Ivonne
Durant announced her retire-
ment in February, the board
immediately began the process
of hiring a replacement.

During the process, the
Marathon ISD School Board
thoroughly reviewed 17 ap-
plications. After two days of
interviews and deliberation,
the board unanimously select-
ed Mr. Keith Kimbrough and
announced him as the lone fi-
nalist on Sunday, April 13. He
will take over the School Dis-
trict on Monday, June 2. Dr.
Durant will remain with the
district to help with the transi-
tion until June 26, upon which
she will return to Dallas to en-
joy her retirement.

Following his hire, Mr. Keith
Kimbrough, a PK-12 Principal
from Martinsville ISD, will
come to our Marathon Com-
munity. Mr. Kimbrough has
five years’ experience in Ad-
ministration. Prior to stepping
into Administration, he was a
dedicated Mathematics teacher
for five years. Mr. Kimbrough
brings a multifaceted perspec-
tive to leadership with his
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Marathon ISD School Board with new supe

j

rintendent Keith Kimbrough, includes front

row: Marina Aguilar, Cheyenne Marta, Dr. Ivonne Durant, and Leandra Ramirez. Back
row: Marcus Celaya, Hayes West, Keith Kimbrough, Andy Lewis, Timothy Roberts, Coy

Gonzalez, and Craig Carter.

experience. In addition to his
educational background, Mr.
Kimbrough also brings real-
world experience as a plumber.
This hands-on expertise pro-
vides a unique understanding
of our school infrastructure
needs.

During his time at Martins-
ville ISD, he increased the
CTE funding by 50%. His
knowledge will provide sup-
port for our PTECH program
and CTE courses currently
offered at Marathon ISD. Mr.
Kimbrough has successfully

Photo by Kara Gerbert

completed the three-year pro-
cess for the Teacher Incentive
Allotment (TIA) at Martins-
ville ISD, which will provide
his qualified teachers with
substantial compensation. In
addition, his grant-writing
skills have yielded a $1.5 mil-

lion grant for the purchase of
infrastructure and new buses
for Martinsville ISD.

He comes with small dis-
trict experience, big, auda-
cious goals, and a willing-
ness to learn, grow, and live
among the Marathon families
and community. Mr. Keith
Kimbrough is energetic and
enthusiastic about living and
working in such a hospitable
community.

Mr. Kimbrough is married
to Mrs. Billie Kimbrough. To-
gether, they have raised five
children and have ten grand-
children. Mrs. Billie Kim-
brough, also a dedicated and
enthusiastic teacher in educa-
tion, was hired by Dr. Durant
to fill the third-grade self-con-
tained position at Marathon
ISD. Mrs. Kimbrough brings
a rich background in early
childhood and elementary ed-
ucation, and is academically
driven in science. Mrs. Kim-
brough is a highly success-
ful and experienced teacher,
showing significant growth
in her students. Mrs. Kim-
brough’s knowledge and edu-
cational background will also
play a vital role in helping to
excel Marathon ISD students
and their future success.

TSCRA backs USDA decision to halt cattle,

Klingemann takes on new role

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Last November, John
Klingemann, Ph.D., re-
turned to his alma mater
as Director of the Mu-
seum of the Big Bend,
Assistant Vice President
for Advancement, and as
a professor in the Depart-
ment of History. Since that
time, Dr. Klingemann has
served as the interim Vice
President after the depar-
ture of Paul Herring.

Klingemann has now
been named as the Vice
President for Develop-
ment and Advancement at

John Klingemann

Sul Ross. He will continue
his role at the Museum of
the Big Bend, but a search
for a new director is cur-
rently underway.

“John’s commitment
and connection to Sul
Ross and the Big Bend
area have already yielded
positive results,” said
SRSU President Dr. Car-
los Hernandez. “He is a
great fit and a proven asset
to the university.”

“I am honored to serve
in a leadership role at my
alma mater,” Dr. Klinge-
mann said. “This is an op-
portunity to give back to
the institution that gave so
much to me by advancing
our mission and strength-
ening relationships to sup-
port growth and innova-
tion.”
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Melissa Orozco and Joyce Baumann receive certificates and prizes for the
winning essay and for being the outstanding Texas history teacher.

Photo courtesy of DRT

DRT presents awards to
Terlingua teacher, student

The Alpine Hally Bry-
an Perry Chapter of the
Daughters of the Repub-
lic of Texas presented on
April 25, certificates and
cash prizes for the Ju-
lia Nail Moss Awards to
Joyce Baumann of Ter-
lingua CSD, 2025 Out-
standing Texas History

Teacher-Seventh Grade,
and Melissa Orozco, 2025
Winning Essay-Seventh
Grade. The Historic Edu-
cation Committee of the
Daughters of the Republic
of Texas provided the top-
ic for the seventh-grade
essay contest: “Which site
should be considered the

birthplace of the Republic
of Texas: West Columbia,
Washington-on-the-Bra-
z0s, or San Jacinto?”’ Stu-
dents had the opportunity
to improve their research
skills and enhance their
writing skills, all while
learning about early Texas
history.

horse, bison imports amid screwworm threat

TSCRA supports US-
DA’s necessary decision
to close southern bor-
der amid threat of New
World screwworm

In response to the
U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture and Secretary
Brooke Rollins’ recent
announcement to close
the southern border to
imports of cattle, horses,
and bison in an effort
to slow the northward
spread of New World
screwworm, Texas and
Southwestern Cattle

Raisers Association
President Carl Ray Polk
Jr. released the following
statement:

“Texas and Southwest-
ern Cattle Raisers Asso-
ciation takes the threat of
New World screwworm
seriously. We commend
Secretary Rollins and the
USDA for making a dif-
ficult but necessary deci-
sion to close the southern
border. While this action
presents short-term chal-
lenges for cattle raisers,
it is a critical step to se-

cure the long-term health
of the U.S. cattle herd.
Cooperation from the
Mexican government is
essential, and this move
sends a clear signal about
the urgency of the situa-
tion. Our association
has consistently sup-
ported a border closure
if warranted, and while
we continue to work to-
ward a domestic sterile
fly production facility,
we are left to rely more
heavily on ground-based
containment efforts.”

WELCOME!

Stockton Ford wants to introduce the newest
member of our sales staff,
Michael Rodriguez

“ Come and see us at Stockton Ford and take advantage of our
Employee Pricing Plans. I'm happy to be a part of the Stockton
Ford family and continue to serve this community!!”

Ford Motor Company. From America. For America.

Scan our QR code to see our website

Stockton Ford

2300 W. DICKINSON BLVD.
FORT STOCKTON
432-336-3351 - 800-300-2713
Check out www.stocktonford.com for our inventory.
If it's not on our lot we can order it or find it for you!



www.stocktonford.com
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ONLINE POLL

THIS WEEK'S QUESTION

Now the Avalanche asks:
What is your go-to drink to

get your day started?
Coffee
Water
Soft Drink
Energy Drink
Juice
Other

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
lwww.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE
GO-TO DRINK
TO GET YOUR DAY STARTED?
RESULTS
COFFEE
62%
WATER
I .
SOFT DRINK
0,
ENERGY DRINK 3%
3%
JUICE
7%
OTHER
7%
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L ETTERS

Send us your letters.

Please include your name, address
and phone number for verification
purposes. Only your name and city will
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300
words.

Letters become the property of the
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited
prior to publication for spelling and
grammatical errors, clarity and length.
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
lelpineavalanche.com| by noon Monday
for consideration.

STAFF

Commencement signals a new beginning

As the spring semester
draws to a close and the ex-
citement of spring commence-
ment fills the air, I find myself
reflecting on all we’ve ac-
complished at Sul Ross State
University over the past few
months. It has been a season
of tremendous growth, resil-
ience, and achievement, and
I could not be more proud of
the students, faculty, staff, and
families who make our univer-
sity community so special.

To our graduating class—
congratulations! You arrived
here with big dreams, and
you leave with hard-earned
degrees and the confidence
that you can shape the world
around you. Your journey has
been one of late nights, early
mornings, and countless mo-
ments of learning and discov-
ery. You’ve faced challenges
head-on, and you’ve done
it with courage and heart.
You have not just endured—

you’ve thrived. ¥
You’ve shown us
what determination
looks like, and we
are inspired by your
example.

This semester,
I’ve had the joy of

commitment to aca-
demic excellence
and student support
has never wavered,
even in the face of
uncertainty or chal-
lenge. You make this
university not only a

attending perfor- DR. CARLOS place of learning, but
mances, athletic HERNANDEZ a place of belonging.
competitions, aca- President, Sul Ross To the families
demic showcases, StateUniversity and supporters of

and student-led events across
campus. I’ve watched our
students build community
through service and mentor
one another with generosity
and compassion. Whether in
the lab, on the field, on the
stage, or in the classroom,
your voices and efforts have
helped create a campus culture
rooted in purpose and pride.

I want to express my deep
gratitude to our faculty and
staff, whose dedication, cre-
ativity, and care shape every
student’s experience. Your

our students, thank you. Your
encouragement, patience, and
sacrifices do not go unnoticed.
Behind every graduate walk-
ing the stage this May stands a
team of people who believed
in them from the beginning.
We celebrate you, too.

As we look ahead to sum-
mer and the planning for a
new academic year, | encour-
age our continuing students to
take time to rest, reflect, and
recharge. Your journey is still
unfolding, and we are honored
to walk alongside you.

For our graduates, remem-
ber: commencement is not just
the end of something—it’s the
beginning of a lifetime of im-
pact. Wherever life takes you,
you will always be part of the
Lobo family.

Hundreds of students will
graduate from high schools
around West Texas later this
month, many of whom will
continue their academic jour-
neys here at Sul Ross. We
are excited to welcome them
and look forward to watching
them shine as they start down
the pathway toward what are
sure to be productive, success-
ful lives and careers.

Let us all carry forward the
spirit of spring—growth, grat-
itude for what we’ve accom-
plished, and hope for what’s
still to come. I wish each of
you a safe, restorative sum-
mer and continued success in
all you do.

And as always, go Lobos!
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How funny, we all laughed

“We've got to patch it up baby,
Before we fall apart at the seams.
— “Patch it Up "performed by
Elvis Presley in 1970

A well-meaning friend gifted
me a coffee mug on my 40th
birthday ... a few years ago.
Black in color, it reflected the
American mindset of 40 as the
midnight hour of aging, when
birthday celebrations turn into
pumpkins. And it bore a mes-
sage—words foreshadowing the
coming years.

“After 40, it’s patch, patch,
patch.”

How funny, we all laughed at
the party. These “Golden Years”
were still a distant vision when
we celebrated as [ announced my
intentions to remain “‘thirty-nine
and holding,” A motto, which

boys, because buying
new jeans didn’t happen
frequently.

Typically, for back-
to-school. By the time
they were finally tossed,
the dark color was long
gone, the cuffs com-

LEON ALDRIDGE

the door. Glynn’s
Shoe Shop on the
south side of the
square in Mount
Pleasant extended
the life of footwear
with new soles and
heels and a compli-

pletely unrolled, and the mentary shine, all at
knees patched. Some- ¢ est Columnist a fraction of the cost
times more than once. of new shoes.
Iron-on blue jean patches were Another shoe shop service was
astaple of every mother’s mend-  cutting a couple of inches off the
ing back then. New patches stood  end of a leather belt and punching

out like a sore thumb on worn
jeans. Something that no doubt
promoted the popularity of deco-
rative patches.

I remember going to school
sporting a likeness of Davy
Crockett on my knees. “King of
the Wild Frontier.”” Other times,
Roy Rogers was pictured riding

extra holes. This made the belt
last longer, keeping the pants up
on young boys as they sprouted
into lanky teenagers.

Washing machines, refrig-
erators, and other appliances
were once repaired when they
stopped working. Now, we go
shopping for a new one when

ily’s only car when automobile
maintenance required only com-
mon sense, logic, and little skill.

Today’s riding lawnmower is
a more complex machine than
a 1950 Studebaker—and three
times as expensive.

Many household repairs were
often creative. My grandfather
patched Granny’s pots and pans
utilizing a nut and bolt with flat
washers on both sides of the
hole. I own a rocking chair on
which he repaired a broken leg.
He patched his favorite rocker
to last some 30 years, I know
of. Previous generations were
adept at patching and repairing
to make household items and
money last longer.

A repair shop sign I saw one
time claimed, “We can repair
anything but a broken heart.”

I also used to think was funny  Trigger, hat waving high above the old one hiccups. “Mr. Aldridge,” the voice
when my optimistic Uncle Fred-  his head. A popular advertising slogan  beckoned. The invitation to
die joked about it years ago. Patching clothes was not lim-  touting quality back in the day  join the technician for an MRI

While sitting in the waiting ited to blue jeans, though. Mom  proclaimed the Maytag repair-  party down the hall reigned my
room of the hospital imagingarea  dared my socks. Whotodayeven — man to be “the loneliest man in  thoughts back into 2025. By the
last week, leisurely looking at remembers the word “daming?”  town.” Today, simply finding a  time this is in print, I should know
dog-cared magazines datingback  The domestic art of stitching up  service technician to repair any  the test results.
to Y2K, the mug’s message re-  smallholes in clothingby weaving ~ brand in some communities is a It’s amazing what modern
tumed tome ina vision. And with  thread to cleverly hide the repair.  lonely search. medicine can patch now.
it came memories of household My sisters’ sweaters received the Patching practices often includ- Who knows. Maybe one of
items families routinely patched  same treatment, extracting extra  ed the family car. Patched tubes  those Camel brand tube patches
when [ was a kid—things thatno  miles from what we wore. were the common fix for a flat ~ will be an option for my aching,
one patches anymore—at least, Shoes were patched as well.  tire on our Studebaker Starlight —aging shoulder.
not that I know of. Making them good for more  Coupe. Abox of Camel brand in- Contact Aldridge at leonal-

Things like blue jeans, with  miles. Every small town had a  nertube patches was ever-present ~ dridge(@gmail.com. Other Al-
cuffs turned up a couple of rolls, ~ “shoe shop” where the rich smell  in Dad’s toolbox. Like mostmen,  dridge columns are archived at
and extra leg length for growing  of leather greeted customers at  he did minor repairs on the fam-  [leonaldridge.com|

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

Donald J. Trump Tony Gonzales John Cornyn Ted Cruz
The White House United States House United States Senate United States Senate

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW of Representatives 517 Hart Senate Office Building 185 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20500
202-456-1111

Washington, DC20515
202-225-4511

Washington, D.C. 20510-4305
202-224-2934

Washington, D.C. 20510-4306
202-224-5922
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Heard

on the

STREET

What’s

your
favorite
smell?

Sofia Alvarez:
Vicks VapoRub.
If you know,
you know- it
cures everything
in a Mexican
household.

Luis Forbes:
Skunk. I know it’s
weird, but I love it.

Tameka Johnson:
Coconut oil and
cocoa butter.
Smells like
summer and self-

Javier Morales:
Fresh rain in the
desert. You can
smell it miles away.

Carlos Navarro:
Fresh tortillas on
the comal. Take
me straight back to
mi abuela’s cocina.

Everyone’s looking for
something.
Find what you need
every week in the Alpine
Avalanche Classifieds.

.

Send your community events to kara.
gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 17, 24, 31 Birding on
the Wild Side, 9-10:30 a.m. at
Davis Mountains State Park. Meet
at the front office with binocu-
lars, water, a hat, and sunscreen.

May 17 Dutch Oven Demo,
2-3:30 p.m. at Davis Mountains
State Park. Meet at the Interpre-
tive Center to learn about bygone
cooking techniques and sample
homemade cherry cobbler. First
come, first served.

May 21 Master Natural-
ist Hike, 9-10:30 a.m. at Davis
Mountains State Park. Meet at
the CCC Rock Lookout for this
mile-and-a-half moderate hike
to learn about the park, its geol-
ogy, ecology, and history.

May 21 Dark Sky Tour, 9-10
p.m. at Davis Mountains State
Park. Meet at the CCC Rock Look-
out (far end of Skyline Drive), and
bring a chair and red-lamp flash-
light. Dog friendly.

May 24 Alpine Cowboys Home
Run 5k and 10k, 9 a.m. start for
10k and 9:15 a.m. start for 5k.

This will be followed by an Alpine
Cowboys inner squad game at
11:30 a.m.

May 28 Bird Discovery Walk,
9-10:30 a.m. at Davis Mountains
State Park. Meet at the Interpre-
tive Center and bring binoculars.

May 31 Snakes of the Park,
2-3 p.m. at Davis Mountains
State Park. Meet at the Inter-
pretive Center to find out what
snakes call the area home.

July 7-8 SRSU STEAM Camp,
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for students
entering grades 5th-8th. Tuition

is free, and the camp will be in
the Espino Conference rooms A
and B in the University Center at
Sul Ross. Snack and lunch will be
provided. Campers will explore
geology, biology, theatre, music,
movement, and careers.

July 14 Science of Stem Lit-
eracy Conference, 9 a.m. at Sul
Ross State University. Educators
may register at https://sites.
|google.com/view/science-o1-|
stem-literacy/home.

July 18-20 Sul Ross Ag and
Rodeo Exes Reunion, 1 p.m. on
Friday, activities begin with the
42 tournament, and everything
culminates on Sunday at 9 a.m.
with a golf tournament at Alpine
Country Club and a playday at the
SALE Arena.

July 22 Peak Performance
Youth Camp, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Museum of the Big Bend on the
Sul Ross campus. Admission is
free, and the camp is for 4th-8th
graders. Interested participants
may register at https://sites.
lgoogle.com/view/middleschool-|
camp/home.

July 23 H20 and You Summer
Camp, for 4th-8th grades only,
at the Museum of the Big Bend

on the Sul Ross Campus. Inter-
ested participants may register at

welcome, but first contact An-
drew Alegria at Andrew.alegria@

Inttps://sites.google.com/view/|

Isulross.edu}, call 432-837-8216,

h20andyou/home.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502
E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules are
available on the front door. For
more information, call 915-562-
4081 or pa-intergroup.org]

Alpine Lions Club meeting,
noon Tuesdays at the Alpine Food
Bank, 933 East Gallego Street.
Meeting room faces east.

American Legion Post 79
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second Mon-
day each month, Legion Hall, 306
W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner provided.

American Legion Auxiliary
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W.
Sul Ross Ave.

Big Bend Amateur Radio Club
meeting, 7 p.m., second Tuesday
each month, Frontier Masonic
Lodge #766, 2300 Highway 118
North.

Big Bend Community Chorale
rehearsals on Monday evenings
at 6 p.m. in the Sul Ross Fine
Arts Building, Room 200. All are

or visit pbcchorale.wixsite.com/|
bbcc.

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine
Public Library by appointment
only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-
2621

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-
837-2621 to make an appoint-
ment.

First Friday Song Swap, 6 p.m.
to 9 p.m. Far West Guitars, 114 N.
6th Street, the first Friday of each
month.

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-
837-2621 to make an appoint-
ment.

Hike with Homeless Dogs, 9
a.m.to 10 a.m. every Thursday at
the Davis Mountains State Park
Interpretive Center in collabora-
tion with Grand Companions. For
more information, contact Char-
lie Ewing at 432-246-3337 x 301.

VFW Post 7207, 10 a.m., sec-
ond Saturday of each month at
605 E. Ave F. All members are
welcome.

S

First Communion Mas

o,
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celebrated

"

A Mass for First Communion was held at Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church
on May 3. Partaking of their first communion are, first row: Adriel Domin-
guez, Abril Miranda, Eliana Chavez, Sadie Sanchez, and Audri Aguilar.
Second row: Catechist Barbara Tucker, Suzelle Martinez, Anthony Domin-
guez, Valentina Espinoza, Mimi Adams, Johnny Mears, Pamela Hinojosa,
Catechist Cynthia Wood, and Cathy Lammons. Third row: Catechist Jose
Mora, Mason Savery, Addilyn Dominguez, Myah Brown, Fr. Hector Chicas
Palacious, Luciano Velez, Misela Gonzalez, and Catechist Manuel Martinez.

Photo courtesy of Wind River Photography

PET OF THE WEEK

Meet Tiggy!

This handsome cat was
transferred this month
from another rescue.
Before they helped get
him out of the situation
he was in, he had spent
most of his life living in
a wire crate with minimal
space and resources. De-
spite this less-than-ideal
life, he is sweet and laid
back, loves attention, and
is not demanding. He is
quiet and enjoys his naps
and belly rubs. He would
be so grateful and lov-
ing for a calm and stable
household where his love
can shine! Meet this dar-
ling kitty and give him a
chance at a new life.

Tiggy is neutered,
vaccinated, and micro-
chipped. Meet Tiggy at
the Alpine Animal Ser-
vices Shelter today, 2900

Old Marathon Hwy.

Stay tuned for the Four
Paws Ice Cream Social
next month.

Work on your fitness
goals and help the com-
munity. Contact Alpine
Animal Services to vol-
unteer to walk dogs, play
with puppies in the yard,
or interact with the cats.
Thirty minutes of your
day can make a huge dif-
ference to the shelter and
the animals.

Call 432-837-2532 to
donate, foster, or vol-
unteer for the Alpine
Humane Society. Sup-
port the Alpine Humane
Society Thrift Store and
Cattery with donated
furnishings, décor, and
household goods. It will
soon be time for kit-
ten fosters. We provide
supplies and support, so

WEST THXAS EYECARE

Di. livlen Pess = Opicnicitisi
Di. Jeglive Pess - Opienicitisi
Di. Brien Chictry = Opienicitisi

@ 605 N. Main P.0. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 » 432-336-6711
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm

come in and sign up to
be a foster at the Thrift
Store.

Pet promotions are
courtesy of the Alpine
Humane Society. Alpine
Animal Services handles
pet adoptions at the city
shelter, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., sev-
en days a week at 2900
E. Old Marathon High-
way. For information
about shelter pet adop-
tions, cremation services,
or lost/found pets, call
the shelter at 432-837-
9030. If you find a stray
or injured pet, contact
the Alpine Police Depart-
ment at 432-837-3486 to
dispatch an Animal Con-
trol Officer.

Grant funding
preserves El Ocotillo

VALUE

SPALE

AHS Junior Lillian Stewart, yearbook advisor
Vaughn Grisham, and AHS senior Evan Fri-
oux have digitized editions of the Alpine Buck
yearbooks, El Ocotillo, with the use of the
district’s new CZUR ET24 Pro scanner. The
yearbook staff has scanned and restored edi-
tions from 1948 to 1993 so that they are freely
available to AHS alumni and the community.
Digitized editions may be found at https://bit.ly/

elo#alpinehighschool

Photo courtesy of Violet Mack
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CALLING

MONTESSORI

908 N 6th St - Alpine - TX 79830 - 432-837-2174

SR e
ALL ALPINE KIDS:
CHECK OUT OUR MONTESSORI

Summer Camp 2025
Space is limited, register your child today!
Session | - JUNE 9- JULY 3 Session Il - JULY 7-AUGUST 1

8am-3pm | Ages 3-12
After School Care Available =Weekly themes to be announced!

P, -]

www.alpinemontessori.org|

DATE CLAUSES.

EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOTICE OF PASSED ORDINANCES

NOTICE ISHEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT THE CITY COUNCIL
HAS PASSED THE FOLLOWING CAPTIONED ORDINANCES:

ORDINANCE 2025-05-01: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 74 - PARKS
AND RECREATION, ARTICLE II - MUNICIPAL SWIMMING POOL, TO THE
ALPINE CODE OF ORDINANCES; AMENDING RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR
THE CITY POOL; PROVIDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF UP TO A $500 PENALTY
PER OCCURRENCE FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR
THE FOLLOWING: FINDINGS OF FACT, ENACTMENT, REPEALER, PENALTY,
SAVINGS, SEVERABILITY, PROPER NOTICE AND MEETING, AND EFFECTIVE

ORDINANCE 2025-05-02: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE VACATION,
ABANDONMENT, AND SALE OF 0.046 ACRES OUT OF S. 5TH ST. RIGHT OF
WAY, PLATTED AS PART OF FERGUSON’S SECOND ADDITION TO THE CITY
OF ALPINE, ENVELOPE 96, PLAT RECORDS OF BREWSTER COUNTY, TEXAS;
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A DEED WITHOUT
WARRANTY TO THE APPLICANT, HORTICULTURAL CONSULTING LLG;
DIRECTING THAT FUNDS FROM THE SALE OF THE CITY’'S INTEREST
BE DEPOSITED IN THE GENERAL FUND FOR THE PURPOSE OF STREET
IMPROVEMENTS; PROVIDING FOR TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH
THEREOF; PROVIDING FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR AN

COPIES OF THE ORDINANCES ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL, 100 N. 13TH
STREET, DURING NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS BETWEEN 8:00 A.M. TO 12:00
PM. AND 1:00 PM. TO 5:00 PM. COPIES MAY ALSO BE OBTAINED BY EMAILING
CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.COM. QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO
THE OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY AT 432-837-3301, OPTION 1.
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lexas Capital Highlights

Abbott signs voucher bill
into law

Gov. Greg Abbott last
week signed a $1 billion
private school voucher bill
into law in front of a large
crowd at the Governor’s
Mansion, the San Antonio
Express-News and other
media outlets reported. Ab-
bott called the new law the
biggest legislative win of
his time in the governor’s
office and touted the new
program as the largest in
the nation.

“Today is the culmina-
tion of a movement that
has swept across our state
and across our country,”
Abbott said. “It’s time we
put our children on a path-
way to have the number
one-ranked education sys-
tem in the United States of
America.”

The new voucher law
will give Texas students
$10,000 a year that can be
used toward private school
tuition, tutoring, textbooks,
and other educational ex-
penses.

Abbott was joined on

stage by U.S. Sen. John
Cornyn, Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick, House Speaker
Dustin Burrows, and sev-
eral private school lead-
ers. Meanwhile, across the
street from the mansion,
Democratic legislators,
union officials, and public
educators gathered to ex-
press their opposition to
vouchers.

“Today, big money won
and the students of Texas
lost,” said state Rep. James
Talarico, D-Austin. “Re-
member this day next time
a school closes in your
neighborhood. Remember
this day next time a be-
loved teacher quits because
they can’t support their
family on their salary.”

Bail crackdown bill
struggling in the House

Another of Abbott’s
priorities is facing stiff
opposition in the House
from enough Democratic
members to jeopardize its
passage, according to the
Houston Chronicle. The
bail crackdown bill would

prohibit pretrial release of
defendants accused of cer-
tain violent offenses. In ad-
dition, voters would have
to approve it as a constitu-
tional amendment.

As of late last week, not
enough Democrats support
the bill, which requires pas-
sage by a supermajority. At
least 12 Democrats would
have to side with Republi-
can legislators in order for
the bail bills to pass. Senate
Joint Resolution 5 would
allow judges to deny bail
to anyone accused of a
violent crime or sexual of-
fense, while Senate Joint
Resolution 1 would pre-
vent judges from granting
bail for undocumented im-
migrants charged with a
felony.

“This is not a right or left
issue,” Abbott said. “This
is not and should not be a
Republican or a Democrat
issue. This is a public safe-
ty issue, plain and simple.”

Both measures easily
passed the Senate in Feb-
ruary.

House Democrats assail

the proposals as unconsti-
tutional and have offered
alternative bail reform
proposals.

“Dan Patrick and Greg
Abbott don’t actually want
to fix crime — they want
to run on it next year,”
state Rep. Gene Wu, D-
Houston and chair of the
House Democratic Cau-
cus, said in a statement.

State may restrain new
large energy users

The Electric Reliability
Council of Texas predicts
the state’s energy needs
will nearly double in six
years, The Texas Tribune
reported, prompting one
West Texas legislator to
sponsor Senate Bill 6.
That measure, sponsored
by state Sen. Phil King,
R-Weatherford, would put
guardrails on the state’s
energy market meant to
help ERCOT better fore-
cast future electricity
needs.

“We do not have accu-
rate load forecasting. No
one knows if the forecast

is real,” King said. Large
companies, he added, are
requiring ERCOT to plan
“for load growth at dra-
matically higher levels
than experienced ever in
the history of Texas, and
frankly, ever in the history
of the United States.”

King said that without
credible data the state
runs the risk of either
overbuilding, leading to
higher rates for consum-
ers in order to finance
the expansions, or un-
derbuilding and risking
grid failure. His bill has
already passed the Sen-
ate and is now before a
House committee.

King’s bill would re-
quire new large busi-
nesses needing more than
75 megawatts to disclose
whether they have simi-
lar requests elsewhere in
Texas or out of state, what
their backup generator ca-
pacity will be, and to pay
at least $100,000 to exam-
ine the transmission work
needed to get electricity to
their facilities.

AVED - FROM 1

COUNCIL - FROM 1

the purchase of an as-
phalt zipper to support
roadwork. The five-
year lease agreement
costs $78,619.37 an-
nually. Per Councilor
Stephens’ amendment,
Alpine City Manager
Megan Antrim is au-
thorized to finalize the
purchase if the price
remains unchanged.

Additionally, a lease
agreement between Al-
pine Community Proj-
ects and the city was
approved for using
the former Sunshine
House building at 205
E. Sul Ross Avenue.
The site will be used
for nonprofit and com-
munity engagement
initiatives.

According to city
documents, the lease
“promotes communi-
ty-driven initiatives
and supports econom-
ic development activi-
ties... while ensuring
protection of the city’s
property assets.”

The next regular
Alpine City Council
meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, May 20,
at 5:30 p.m. in the
council chambers.

last year’s to Teams. Wood also
stated that board bookkeeper
Carole Causey was interested in
attending the meetings but was
unable to attend this one due
to a family emergency. “Carole
wants to come to a meeting so
she can get a feel for what we
do and what we deal with, other
than just looking at sheets of
numbers,” said Wood.

Director Rusty Moore com-
mented, “Her being here would
be great. This way, she will bet-
ter understand what we need go-
ing forward.”

The next item of business was
a report from AVFD Fire Chief
James Etchison. Etchison told
the board there was very little
activity regarding calls. “We
only had three call-outs last
month, which isn’t necessarily
bad,” he said.

Etchison explained that his
crew had been called out to as-

sist the Terlingua Fire and EMS
crew at Terlingua Ranch. Upon
arrival, they dealt with a struc-
ture fire on the opposite side of
the ranch from where TFEMS
was working on their brush fire.
The structure fire was a com-
plete loss, and a conex box used
as storage lost everything inside
due to convection heat.

“During this call-out, TFEMS
had a vehicle slide off the ca-
liche and roll, thus losing the
front axle. AVFD loaned them
Brush 3 until their vehicle could
be repaired, and thankfully, their
truck is now fixed,” said Etchi-
son.

The second call involved a
transformer that caught on fire
in Paisano Pass. The power
pole was in a difficult spot, with
drop-offs on both sides of the
hill. AVFD kept a close eye on
the fire and attempted to put it
out, but it ended up just burn-

ing due to its location. No other
structures or land were involved.

The third and final call was a
young couple who accidentally
used the clean oven feature on
their oven, thus burning every-
thing inside and causing smoke.
The 911 call resulted, and the
AVFD responded and reset the
oven. No damage was done.

Etchison told the board about
all of the training that had been
taking place recently, including
adding six new certified fire-
fighters. He also mentioned that
his crews were diligently work-
ing on the new ARFF truck with
the parts he purchased while
learning how to operate all the
different mechanisms on the ve-
hicle.

Finally, Etchison said he
would be taking a prescribed
burn class so that he would be
trained to oversee a prescribed
burn, especially during a burn

ban if requested. He stated that
if a prescribed burn were to be
requested during a burn ban, the
county would charge a $500 fee
to do so.

During the public comment
section, board member Spencer
spoke as a public member to
publicly thank Etchison for his
military service, as May is Mili-
tary Appreciation Month. She
presented him with an ammo
box full of goodies such as
mints, Velcro, sunflower seeds,
and other odds and ends, along
with a commentary on all of the
items relating to his leadership
skills and extensive military ser-
vice.

After the presentation, the
board adjourned the meeting at
7:04 p.m. The Alpine Emergen-
cy Services board’s next regular
meeting is scheduled for June
12.

Restaurant
Guide

$6 a week gets you a spot in our
restaurant guide
www.alpineavalanche.com

REATA

RESTAURANT

COCINERO: Beef-Chicken-Shrimp
STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl-Jalapeno and
Cilantro Soup-Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with
Onion Jam and Pico de Gallo-Bacon Wrapped
Asparagus-Tumbleweed Onion Rings with Spicy
Serrano Ketchup-Alpine Black Bean & Chicken
Nachos

CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a
Kaiser Roll-Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with
Cream Cheese, Corn and Peppers Came Asada
with Reata’s Cheese EnchiladaseChicken Caesar
Wrap with Hand Cut Fries-Tenderloin Tacos with
Sundried Tomato Cream SauceGrilled Chicken
Breast topped with Mango Chutney

SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:
(Your choice of any two items)

Cup of Tortilla Soup

Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup

1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

COUNTY - FROM 1

which rated Brewster,
Jeff Davis, and Presidio
counties as D4—Excep-
tional Drought.

“l think we’ve all
known this,” said Judge
Henington. “We’ve been
looking at the drought
maps for a while. The
Governor has declared
our county, among other
counties...in a severe
drought. In support of
our agricultural commu-
nity and our ranchers, it’s
important that we recog-
nize this.”

A report provided to
the court underscored the
severity of the ongoing
drought: “The last time
that Brewster County
was rated as ‘normal’ on
the drought monitor was
February 2020. We have
had a drought rating of
D0—abnormally dry—or
worse in all three coun-
ties for 262 consecutive
weeks—five solid years
with not one break in rat-
ings.”

Commissioners also
approved the final plat
and development require-
ments for the Ranches at
Well Creek subdivision.
The paperwork for each
individual lot will in-
clude a notice about po-
tential water scarcity:

“Brewster County
hereby makes no certi-
fication, representation,
or guarantee: (1) of wa-
ter availability, quantity,
or quality regarding this
subdivision; or (2) that
a present or future ad-
equate water supply ex-
ists to service this sub-
division. The unlawful
blocking of the flow of
water, the construction
of any improvements in

a drainage easement, and
the filling or obstruction
of a designated floodway
are prohibited.”

According to county
documents, for every 10
developed lots, the de-
veloper must install and
maintain a 5,000-gal-
lon water storage tank
equipped with fire de-
partment connections for
emergency use.

In a lingering finan-
cial matter, the court ap-
proved a $5,000 settle-
ment to Finova Capital/
Cascade Leasing for un-
used credit card process-
ing equipment.

“Hopefully, this brings
this whole saga to an
end,” said Judge Hen-
ington. “It’s been kind
of a back-and-forth for
a couple of months. It’s
sort of distasteful, but
I don’t know what else
we’re going to do.”

Commissioner Pct. 2
Sara Colando was candid
in her response: “That’s
a hell of a restocking
fee,” she said, noting the
equipment had “never
even [been] taken out of
the box.”

Commissioners also
approved an application
for the 2026 Colonia
Grant. Judge Hening-
ton noted that Brewster
County narrowly missed
out on the 2025 round.

“We applied for the
’25 Colonia Grant,” said
Henington. “We did not
make the cut. We were
close, but El Paso—
imagine that—got a big
chunk of'it.”

Henington emphasized
that 2026 will be the last
year the grant is non-
matching, increasing the

urgency for a successful
application.

Additionally, the court
approved the purchase
of a 2026 Western Star
47x Truck Cab for the
Road & Bridge De-
partment under a Buy
Board contract, totaling
$177,240.82.

“We’ve gotten every-
thing we’re going to
get out of our [current]
truck,” said Precinct 3
Commissioner Ruben
Ortega. “The more we
use it, the more it costs.
It just seems like we’re
down a bunch with that
thing.”

The old truck will be
declared salvageable and
auctioned.

Finally, the commis-

sioners approved interlo-
cal agreements for 2025
tax collection with sever-
al entities, including the
City of Alpine, Alpine
ISD, Marathon ISD, Ter-
lingua CSD, San Vicente
ISD, and Big Bend Re-
gional Hospital District.

“We’re already operat-
ing under these interlo-
cal agreements,” said
Henington, admitting he
had failed to get them
on the agenda last fall.
He also noted discrepan-
cies in the financial for-
mula used in past years.
He said a new formula
would be applied starting
in 2026.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Brewster
County Commissioners

BBT R

MORE ONLINE
AT

WWW.
Court is scheduled for .
9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Alplne
May 27, in the commis- Avalanche
sioner’s courtroom at the .com
Brewster County Court-
house.

The choice is now Yours!
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“We would be honored to become Your local funeral home!

MOBILE MORTICIAN

OF TEXAS
The funeral home that comes to you.
Plan ahead for peace of mind. Tet us
review your plan with a free consultation.
Funeral, Cremation, and Headstone Services
(432) 249-1333

To understand the " Mobile" visitjnmoftexas.comlor call James.
43430 Hwy 17-8  Fort Davis, TX 79734

o

ber

COVERING EVERY PART OF YOUR CONNECTED LIFE

WORK

ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATING 65 YEARS
CONNECTING WEST TEXAS

00853244781
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www.alpineavalanche.com
www.mmoftexas.com
www.bigbend.com
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BUILDING SUPPLY"
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2700 E Hwy 90 "W

Alpine, TX 79831
(432) 837-7429
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Monday - Satua

Some restrictions apply

SERVING THE B1G BEND
AND DAVIS MOUNTAINS COUNTRY

QBT o1 LOOKING BACK
Alpipe Ayalanche

DIRECTORS of Alpine TV Cable, Inc.,
new antenna s yste m are, from left Ball Sohl, president; W,J.
Newell, secretary-treasurer; Dick Rogers V‘lce-pre51dent and
Fred Wlilnms, board memnber.

inspecting work on the

May 4, 1967

May 25, 1967

Photos from the Alpine Avalanche Archives at Archives of the Big Bend,
Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library and Portal of Texas.

120th Aviation Co, Ragothacks

and Sul Ross College (

SPEC. 4 David L. Kokernot Jr., son of Mr. and M, D,L,

Kokernot of Alpine, recelves the Distinguished Flying Cross in
Saigon from Brig. Gen, George Seneff for distinguished aerial
service on & helicopter in the Mekong Delta Region of Vietnam,

Kokernot also has been awarded the Air Medal, the Vietnamese
C ross of Gallantry with the Bronze Star Cluster for gallantry in
action and distinguished service, He is @ member of the Creman

duated from Alpine Hip 1 am:l attended Schreiner Institute

, armed helicopters. David gra-

Coral vine seeds requlre scarification for good germination

Dear Neil, I harvested
coral vine seeds when
they turned brown last
year. We stored them
dry at room tempera-
ture and planted them
around March 1. None
of them germinated.
Why?

First of all, I'm an-
swering about some-
thing I’ve never tried.
Of course, things like
humidity, the degree of
maturity of the seeds
when harvested, and oth-
er basic things came up.
Still, I stumbled across a
critical fact in research-
ing my reply. Coral vine
(Antigonon leptopus)
seeds have hard seed
coats (like Texas moun-
tain laurels and bluebon-
nets) that greatly benefit
from scarification. The
various websites [ vis-
ited called for soaking
the seeds overnight be-
fore planting. Those seed
coats are nature’s way of
preventing mass germi-
nation that might be fol-
lowed by a drought long
enough to kill a genera-
tion of seedlings. I also
found several recommen-
dations for waiting for
warmer soils. Coral vines

GARDENER’S
MAILBAG

by neil sperry

have always been some
of my favorite flowering
plants. Still, they really
don’t take over until it
gets very warm, soils in-
cluded.

Dear Neil, I have a
house in Houston. Does
the blooming of tropical
trees like Bauhinia, Er-
ythrina, and Tabebuia
depend on their age or
size? 1 planted these
trees in the ground.
They freeze. They come
back, but they don’t
bloom.

Many trees operate just
as you describe. They’ll
flower on semi-mature
wood produced the prior
year. If that growth freez-
es, it takes the potential
for flowers the following
season. That’s common,

for example, with fruit-
ing figs. Suppose they
freeze to the ground in
colder parts of the state.
In that case, they gen-
erally need a couple of
years to regrow before
they have enough mature
wood to produce flowers
and fruit. You probably
either need to switch to
hardier trees or make
plans to move to an area
with warmer winters.
(For what it’s worth,
you’ll see the same thing
happen when oleanders
freeze to the ground in
many parts of Texas after
really cold winter spells.
It takes a couple of sum-
mers before they bloom
normally again.)

Dear Neil, We have a
hybrid live oak that is

now 40 years old. Last
year, we noticed some
of the bark falling off
the trunk’s west side.
What should we do?
Thanks for the excel-
lent photos. If this were
a young tree, especially
a red oak, I would sus-
pect sun scald since it
is on the west side of
the trunk. However, the
canopy of the tree shades
the trunk completely, so
that’s not going to be the
problem. There is some
form of active decay in
the internal wood of the
trunk on that side. It may
be something down low,
such as an old injury that
is working its way up-
ward in the trunk. You
definitely need to have
an International Society

43
44

ACROSS

1 young fellas

5 “Welcome to Stan-
ton, Home of 3,000 45
Friendly People
And_ _ Old
Soreheads”

6 cows (archaic)

7 with 30-down,
TXism for “good”

8 TXism: “stirred up

(caused trouble)

TX Paul who ran for
president 3 times
TXism: “

___ duck in water”
care giver at Dallas’
Parkland (abbr.)
Texas ___ University
border patrollers
TXism:“all ___,
watermelon” (fake)
29 “__ islife”

30 hairless

31 5th quarter for the
Cowboys (abbr.)
Globetrotter Lemon 1
assistant

anger

TXism for “amateur” 2
TXism: “he’s hold-
ingallthe " 3
TXism: “he could
outrun_ __ - 4
legged bobcat”

outside suds area

17
18
21
20
23
24
52
53
32
34
35
36
37

38

39

at New Braunfels 9
Waurstfest (2 wds.)
41 TXism: “wouldn’t
hurt_ 7
(gentle dog) 10
42 TXism: “take a 11
_ off’(sit)

ville in Tyler County
TXism: “knee high to

_____hopper” (short)
TX|sm “it'll make your

hair standon __ "
(scary)

birth mo. of Texas-born
Carol Burnett (abbr.)

“bye” south of the border

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

Copyright 2025 by Orbison Bros.

one year old horse
TXism: “she could talk
the legs off aniron ___

»

Houston would not
allegiance

to Confederacy

TXism: “he can

stayneck_

with a West Texas

jackrabbit” (fast)

apiece

non MWF class

at 22-across

(kind)

22 shun (2 wds.)

24 this Vic was in “Roots”
with TX Lynda Day
George (init.)

25 that is (abbr.)

___sheared
like a spring
lamb” (swindled)
TX “Spanky” TV
show:"___ Gang” P71
actor Beatty
DOWN 12 TXism: “me casa %
State Park near es __ casa’ 151 33 TX Kiristofferson’s
Wichita Falls 13 Charlton Heston did ] “WhyMe ___ 7
(2 wds.) these commercials 52 34 did well on an exam
TXism: “‘jumped like (2wds.) 35 Padre Island first
__ _ahook” 14 ____ Pass, TX 53 name: “Las
C|ty atop the 15 snow slider Blancas”
“Golden Triangle” 16 TXism:“___his 37 worship or love

hide” (spank)

19 Texas tales

20 TXism: “got a heart
asbig__

» 27 fit to eat

28 TXism: “scarce as
a honky tonk with

29 EII instructor,
familiarly
30 see 7-across

26 “Cat Ballou” singer
___King Cole

38 TXism: “nervous
as_ ____ina
frying pan”

40 lassos

41 TXism for “against”

44 needed by obese

Texans? (2 wds.)

in Wise County

on U.S. 287

49 TXism: “rounder”

47

of Arboriculture (ISA)
Certified Arborist look
at the tree to see what
the origin of the problem
might have been. Only
then will you be able to
chart a plan of action. Do
not try to peel the bark
back. The arborist may
cut some of the loose
bark away, but he or she
will know how to do so
properly to see what is
going on behind it.

Dear Neil, Is there
any way to keep this
bothersome tree from
coming back? No mat-
ter how many times I
cut it off, new shoots
sprout up. It keeps
coming up in the fence
line.

You have a hackberry
tree. Their small fruit is

very attractive to birds.
They eat the fruit, pro-
cess the seeds, and hap-
pily “plant” them for
you beneath their fence
perches. You can spot-
spray small seedlings
with a broadleafed weed-
killer (containing 2,4-D).
If you have larger stumps
where you have cut them
back several times, drill
into the stumps to make
1-inch-deep “reservoirs”
(otherwise known as
holes) in the stumps.
Blow out all the sawdust,
then pour the broadleafed
weedkiller in at full
strength until it just fills
each hole. It will soak into
the wood to carry through
the entire stump and root
system. In most cases, the
stump won’t sprout again.

BARGAINS oF THE MONTH'

HOT DEAL
Louisville® Ladder
2 fr. Aluminum Step
Ladder F &35 137

lhl. ml?l

Sll\l'é 451 DR MORE

Green Thumb*®

SAVE 300 OR MORE

) 34.99
; fu":’.'L".E'.'.‘.L...- 599

SAVE 25% DR MORE 7-49
FINAL PRICE

SAVE SOL OR MORE

BAVE 451 OF MORE

Gr-ln Thunlll'
Adjustabie or
Mutal Hose Nozzle
L 143 3, 327

YOUR CHOICE
19.99 = 1498 s
100 ft. 16/3 SJTW Orange B pc. Pramium Flowers or
Extension Card E 240 705 Paint Kit # 210 585 b Sﬁ'l:mﬂl.ﬂ':m
MORRISON TRUE VALUE s
301 N 5TH ST
ALPINE, TEXAS 79830

432-837-2061

Sale ends 5/31/25
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Lady Bucks dominate All-District
softball honors after undefeated season

BY KERRY LAIRD
Sports Editor

Following an unde-
feated run through dis-
trict play, the Alpine
Lady Bucks have once
again made their pres-
ence felt—this time
through a sweep of All-
District softball honors.
Eleven players received
district-wide recognition,
with every honoree also
named to the Academic
All-District team, a tes-
tament to both athletic
dominance and academic
commitment.

At the top of the hon-
ors list, Kody Hawkins
and Jaycee Portillo were
named District Co-
MVPs, a fitting capstone
to seasons defined by
leadership, production,
and consistency. Taryn
Hardin took home Pitch-
er of the Year, while Za-
riah Galvan was named
Catcher of the Year.
Freshman Kacy Hawkins
earned the title of New-
comer of the Year, stand-
ing out both offensively
and defensively in her
debut season.

Head Coach Christo-
pher Virdell, reflecting
on the scope of the ac-
colades, noted the sig-

Kody Hawkins (left) and Jaycee Portlllo, District
Co-MVPs

nificance of the team’s
presence on the list.

“It is great to see
so many girls get rec-
ognized,” he said. “It
just goes to show how
dominant the team was
throughout district play.”

The recognitions ex-
tended far beyond indi-
vidual titles. Emily Sweat
was named First Team
All-District Short Stop,
and Rikki Vega received
First Team All-District
First Base honors. Alyna
Gutierrez earned her spot
as All-District Left Field,
rounding out a defensive
unit that proved impen-
etrable all season long.

“Team chemistry is big
and it leads to success,

Avalanche photos

which in turn leads to
earning honors,” Coach
Virdell said. “All these
girls went above and be-
yond to create chemistry
with selfless attitudes to
ensure that we had the
best opportunity to win.”

The team’s undefeated
district campaign was
characterized by domi-
nant pitching, sound de-
fensive play, and a pow-
erful, explosive offense.
That balance was best
witnessed in the synchro-
nized play of Hawkins
and Hardin in the circle,
Galvan behind the plate,
and a consistent infield
anchored by Sweat,
Vega, and Gutierrez.

The Co-MVP title rep-

resents more than stats
for Portillo, a three-year
leader under Virdell’s
tenure. It reflects her
ability to inspire, moti-
vate, and connect with
her teammates on and
off the field. Her contri-
butions to team culture
have helped lay the foun-
dation for future success.

Virdell highlighted the
intangible strengths that
helped elevate the Lady
Bucks this season.

“We saw growth with
every single girl this sea-
son,” he said. “In some
way, they shaped their
game to help the team
win. We had a team of
standouts, and they were
able to rely on each other
to help achieve success;
again, these girls were
team-first minded.”

Off the field, the Lady
Bucks showed equal
discipline and determi-
nation. All 11 honorees,
including Aila Carpen-
ter, Trinity Vega, and
Emyliana Hernandez,
made the Academic
All-District team, each
of whom played a vital
role throughout the year.
Their presence in the
classroom mirrored their

See SOFTBALL -9

Cason named girls’ coordinator
for Lady Bucks athletics

Head girls’ track coach and cross-country coach, Cory Cason (center), has been named as the glrls

coordinator for the Lady Bucks Athletics. Cason brings 19 years of teaching experience, with seven of
these as a teacher of World History at Alpine High School. Cason began leading the AHS cross country
teams in 2018 and has had nine appearances by student athletes at the state cross country champion-
ships. She took over as the head high school girls’ track coach in 2020 and the middle school girls’ coach
in 2023. Cason led the Lady Bucks to five straight varsity district and area championships and multiple
middle school district championships, along with two state track and field appearances.

Wranglef

Courtesy photo

The collection made for the modern cowgirl is back.
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Bucks baseball players
recognized on All-District
team after winning season

BY KERRY LAIRD
Sports Editor

Though the 2025 sea-
son ended in dramatic
fashion for the Alpine
Fightin’ Bucks baseball
team, the work put in
over the long stretch of
district play did not go
unnoticed. Twelve play-
ers were recognized on
this year’s All-District
team, alongside two
student athletic train-
ers—an impressive haul
that underscores both
the talent and academic
commitment of the pro-
gram.

“It’s an honor that
they have been recog-
nized for all their hard
work and effort through
the season/district play,”
said Head Coach Adam
Llanez, who guided the
Bucks through a tough
regular season schedule
that saw the team battle
through injuries and in-
consistent weather.

Alpine finished strong
in district, relying on a
core of veteran leader-
ship and standout new-
comers. At the top of
the awards list is senior
pitcher David Valenzue-

Pitcher of the Year,
David Valenzuela

Avalanche photo

la, who was named Dis-
trict Pitcher of the Year
and earned Academic
All-District honors. Va-
lenzuela anchored the
Bucks from the mound
throughout the season,
often delivering under
pressure.

“David Valenzu-
ela stood out and had
a great season on the
mound and was able to
go the distance for us in
his senior season,” said
Coach Llanez.

Joining Valenzuela
among the top honorees

See BASEBALL -9

Nominated District Pitcher of the Year,
as well as Academic Honors.

Brought to you by
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111 N. 2nd St * Alpine, TX 79830
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was Ezra Lujan, who
made an immediate im-
pact in his debut season
and was named All-
District Newcomer of
the Year, in addition to
Academic All-District.
Coach Llanez high-
lighted his consistency
as a key to the team’s
performance.

“Freshman Ezra Lu-
jan remained consistent
with his defensive effort
and at his plate appear-
ances,” he said.

Senior Peyton Tays,
another two-way con-
tributor, earned First
Team All-District Out-
field honors and Aca-
demic All-District.
Tays proved versatile
throughout the season,
often rotating between
positions while keeping
his bat hot at the plate.

“Senior Peyton Tays
also stepped up and was
a big contributing factor
by playing multiple po-
sitions on defense and
also was consistent at
the plate,” Coach Llanez
added.

Josh Solis, one of the
team’s most reliable
players behind the plate,
was awarded First Team
All-District Catcher and
Academic All-District.
Solis, a junior, has be-
come a crucial piece in
Alpine’s battery and will
return next year as a se-
nior leader.

A.J. Llanez, who
played third base,
earned First Team All-
District honors and was
also named Academic
All-District, continuing
a strong family legacy
on the team. Llanez
was a vocal presence in
the dugout and a steady
force on the mound.

Devon Rojo and Pey-
ton Tays both landed
First Team All-District
Outfield selections, giv-
ing Alpine a dominant
presence in the outfield
categories. Rojo also
made the Academic All-
District list, further dem-
onstrating the team’s
off-field commitment.

Alec Ramos, anoth-
er junior pitcher, was
named Second Team
All-District Pitcher and
Academic All-District.
Ramos threw several
crucial innings during
the Bucks’ playoft push
and will be missed next
season.

Shortstop Iden Lujan
received Second Team
All-District honors for
his strong defensive play
and middle infield work.
At the same time, Ryli
Vasquez, an outfielder,
also earned Second
Team All-District and

Academic All-District.

Leon Mucharraz
earned All-District Hon-
orable Mention and was
also recognized for his
academic performance.
Mucharraz gave Alpine
valuable innings and
flexibility during the
season. Alex Adams
and Kelton Tarrant were
both recognized with
Academic All-District
honors for their class-
room performance and
team contributions.

Behind the scenes,
athletic trainers Mack-
enzie Sanchez and Kar-
olina Castillo were also
named Academic All-
District, a recognition of
the vital role they play in
keeping the team healthy
and ready to compete.

Despite the many hon-
ors, Coach Llanez ex-
pressed a sense of frus-
tration about the district
selection process.

“I believe these hon-
ors do not reflect our
performance on the sea-
son. [ feel that our ath-
letes deserve more than
they are given when it
comes to these selec-
tions,” he said.

The players’ regular-
season achievements
speak volumes, and the
All-District recognitions
provide a capstone to
months of hard work.

Looking ahead, Coach
Llanez acknowledged
that the program will
face a rebuilding phase.

“We are losing four
starting seniors, which
will be tough to replace.
I have spoken to our
boys and mentioned that
spots will be open and
that they are big shoes
to fill,” he said.

Those graduating se-
niors include Valenzu-
ela, Lujan, Tays, and
Rojo — all major con-
tributors whose leader-
ship helped shape the
team’s character.

But with a strong crop
of returning players like
A.J. Llanez, Josh Solis,
and others, the founda-
tion is already in place
for another competitive
campaign next season.

“We do have five re-
turning starters. Incom-
ing seniors A.J. Llanez,
Alec Ramos, and Ju-
nior Josh Solis will step
up and help guide our
young team next year,”
Llanez said.

As the Bucks turn the
page on the 2025 season,
the message is clear: The
season may be over, but
the work continues. And
if this year’s All-District
selections are any indi-
cation, Alpine baseball
has a bright future ahead.
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Vars1ty tennls ends road at Reglonals

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The Alpine varsity
girls’ team has ended
the tennis season. Last
Wednesday, they faced
tough opponents in
Abilene at the regional
championship.

Girls’ singles player,
Megan Struthers, fought
through her first-round
opponent, winning the
match 6-1,6-1 against A.
McGuire of Sweetwater.

In second-round play,
Struthers faced K. Holt-
man of Wall, only to drop
two sets 0-6,1-6, thus end-
ing her run for the season.

Singles player An-
dynne Ramirez could not
overcome her opponent,
A. Taylor of Wall, bat-
tling through a tough loss
0-6,0-6 in the first round
of play.

The girls’ doubles team
of Jaylynn Celaya and
Shanna Tamale took on a
tough Canadian team of
I. Mondragon and A. Ri-
vera. Celaya and Tamale
fought hard but ultimately
lost in two sets, 2-6, 2-6.

Coach Lauren Marti-
nez shared, “Coach Ra-
mos and I are beyond
proud of these ladies for
showing up and playing
better than their best, giv-

AHS varsity girls’ tennis Regional competitors
Megan Struthers, Jaylynn Celaya, Shanna Tama-
le, and Andynne Ramirez.

ing 110% on those courts.
This was an incredible
experience for our girls.
We are so thankful for

Courtesy photo

everyone’s good luck
wishes and support, and
we hope we made our
community proud.”

>

Nicholas Duran-McMillen prepares to tee
off during Tuesday’s Alpine Middle School

golf tournament.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Mlda’le School boys hooked on the fairways

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The Alpine Middle School
held a golf tournament on
Tuesday afternoon at the Al-
pine golf course. According
to Marco Gomez, head coach
for the golfers, many of these
kids had never played the
game before.

“This year, we had a great
turnout of middle school golf-
ers. We had 20 boys show
up interested in playing. Al-
though we only had two girls,
we hope we can interest a few
more next year,” Gomez said.

According to Gomez, the
golfers have improved tre-

mendously in the last few
weeks.

“Some of these kids are
hooked now and are really
working on improving their
game. This is something for
them and me to look forward
to,” Gomez remarked.

Tuesday afternoon’s tour-
nament resulted in Henleigh
Anderson placing third for
the girls and Georgia Mura-
tori placing fifth.

On the boys’ side, Colt
Billings shot a 52, followed
by Luis Lujan with a 53. The
other top three players on the
day tied, shooting a 54; they
were Jeffrey Castillo, Roman
Holguin, and John Ritchie.

SOFTBALL - FROM 8

performance between the
lines—focused, commit-
ted, and consistent.

While Virdell ex-
pressed pride in the rec-
ognition, he also noted
the challenges of the All-
District selection pro-
cess.

“l still believe we
should have had more
recognition,” he said.
“The process is some-
times complicated, and
it depends on how oth-
er coaches vote after |
nominate. | feel we had
a couple of girls who
should have been placed
in superlatives, especial-
ly since we dominated
the district.”

Regardless of how the
voting went, the Lady
Bucks’ overall perfor-
mance speaks for itself.
Their undefeated district
record and postseason
berth were no fluke—
they were the result of
the players’, coaching
staff’s, and broader sup-
port system’s dedication
day in and day out.

With the return of key
players like the Hawkins
sisters, Galvan, Har-
din, Sweat, Gutierrez,

©® THURSDAY NIGHT SCRAMBLES ?

©® BALL ROOM RENTAL
©® FULL KITCHEN
® FULL BAR

Family: $113/ month
Individual: $97/month

Non- Resident: $59/ month
Active Duty- Law Enforcement: $97/ month

Members pay no green fees, play as much as you like

Valid thru May 30

P R A T P

COME BY TODAY
FOR APPLICATION.

and others, the future
of Alpine softball looks
bright. Virdell and his
staff are already laying
the groundwork for an-
other competitive run
next season, emphasiz-
ing the same principles
that brought them suc-
cess this year: account-
ability, discipline, and a
team-first mindset.

The Lady Bucks’ ac-
complishments have

not gone unnoticed by
the Alpine community,
whose support filled the
stands throughout the
season.

“I would like to thank
everyone involved with
the program this season,”
Coach Virdell said. “The
players, the parents, the
community, the school, and
my coaches. It takes every-
one involved to grow the
program to be successful.”

In a sport that often
elevates individual he-
roes, the Lady Bucks
made their mark through
collective strength and
unity. And now, with a
stack of district honors
to prove it, the legacy of
their undefeated run is
secure, etched into the
record books and carried
forward by a new genera-
tion of players eager to
keep the tradition alive.

-

“WE OFFER

e 20 YARD ROLL OFFS
DAILY RATES
MONTHLY RATES
FREE QUOTES
ALMOST ALWAYS SAME DAY SERVICE!

432-538-2261

RENSLEY@TXFARMSTORE.COM

X QUT WESTY
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.

ALPINE, TX

CALL US TODAY
TO SCHEDULE
YOUR DUMPSTERI
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ERRORS - Please check your ad the first day of pub-
lication. We are only responsible for the first incorrect
insertion of any ad. Publisher’s liability for damages re-

sulting from errors in any advertising that it has agreed to

publish shall be limited to the amount actually received

by the publisher in consideration for its agreement to

publish the advertisement in question. It shall not be
responsible for any consequential damages suffered by
any party.
DEADLINES - All ads are due in the office by 12:00
(noon) on Tuesday.
HOURS- You may place your ad in person at 704 E.

Holland, Alpine, TX 79830 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (all 432-
837-3334.

CANCELLATIONS - All ads may be cancelled for the
next publication until 12:00 (noon) on the Monday be-
fore publication.

ACCEPTANCE - The publisher wants to do everything

that is possible within the confines of good taste and
legal constraints to help you advertise your product or
service to the best advantage. We reserve the right to
edit or reject any copy or insertion that does not meet
our standards of acceptance. The Alpine Avalanche does
not run ads for anyone whose balance on previous ads is

not current.

PAYMENT - All Classified Ads must be paid in ad-
vance.

EMAIL - Send your Classified Ads to the Al-
pine Avalanche by email at shelley.maroney

aglipineavalancne.com

FOR RENT/LEASE

FOR RENT/LEASE

FOR RENT/LEASE

HELP WANTED Legal Notice:

Rentals Available.
Call Rhonda Cole
432-837-5539

For Rent:
Residential/Com-
mercial house
for rent. $950 per
month plus elec-
tricity and water.
$500 deposit
required. Please
call - 915-630-
5445.

Forrent, 14'X
70" unfurnished
Manufactured
Home Privately
located on 45

acres west of
Alpine. Home has
two bedroomes, 1
% bath updated,
1 nice full bath,
spacious living
room, all electric
kitchen, range,
refrigerator, dish-
washer, washer
and dryer, large
covered front
patio with view
of Alpine & Twin
Peaks. Water fur-
nished. Fenced
front and back-
yard. Must com-
plete application

with references.
Pet “might” be
considered with
deposit. Rent
$900 a month
plus electricity.
Contact John
Carpenter at
Carpenter Real
Estate Bldg. or
432-386-6773

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is
seeking dedi-
cated employees
to fill the night
audit. Excellent

Fort Davis

Contact Information:
Please call 682-647.1214 x 469 for any inquiries
and resumes can be submitted to
aanderson@villagefarms.com
Applications @ Village Farms Security Stations 3
miles N. Hwy 17, Marfa or 3 miles S. Hwy 17,

NOW HIRING
Village Farms-FT Davis

Office Coordinator — manage all administrative
activity in an assigned greenhouse to effectively
assist the local management team by ensuring
efficiency and accuracy of all reported
information to end users
e Issue purchase orders, track deliveries
and receive in system
e Purchase supplies, research vendors
and pricing
e Supervise housekeeping department
e Prepare and submit payroll data for
processing
e Perform customer service functions by
answering phones and assist employees
with requests and questions
e Maintain various files and records
e Bi-lingual (English/Spanish) required

Full time position with competitive benefits
package which includes: vacation, health,
dental, vision, life and STD insurance, & 401k
retirement plan

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters

Testamentary for the Estate of Ross David
Burling, Deceased, were issued on May 13,
2025, under Docket No. PR03206, pending in
the County Court of Brewster County, Texas,
to Charles Daniel Burling.

Claims may be presented in care of the
attorney for the estate, addressed as follows:

Representative,

Estate of Ross David Burling, Deceased
c/o Elizabeth ]. Lewis, Attorney at Law
LAW OFFICE OF

ELIZABETH J. LEWIS, PLLC

P.O. Box 101

Marathon, Texas 79842

All persons having claims against this estate,
which is currently being administered, are
required to present them within the time and
in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED May 13, 2025.

Charles Daniel Burling

By:
. =
Elizabeth J. Lewis,
Attorney for Representative

pay and benefits.

Please apply in Application has been

\F/’\frstoﬂ.ath%w made with the Texas
es Ighway .

90. Alcoholic Beverage

Commission for a [Wine
and Beer Retailer’s
Permit] by [Ridka

Adventures, LLC] dba
[Sazzon Restaurant &
Cantina], to be located
at [901 E Holand Ave],
[Alpine}, [Brewster],
Texas. Officers of said
corporation Ricardo
Torres and Daynna
Torres are owners.

GARAGE SALE

1308 N. 7TH, this
Saturday, 8am
to 5pm, furni-
ture, electronics,
home décor,
jewelry, sporting
goods, clothing
and tools.

e are

HIRING-
v/

" NOW HIRING
BARTENDERS

All Shifts
Great Pay
Friendly Patrons

Apply in Person after 3:00 PM
with
Andy Ramos
or Fred Rodriguez

American Legion Post #79
306 W Sul Ross
Alpine TX

nature center « botanical gardens

MAINTENANCE & SITE MANAGER

The Chihuahuan Desert Nature Center
& Botanical Gardens is seeking an
enthusiastic  individual to oversee
the maintenance of our 507-acre site
and equipment. The ideal candidate
must be able to operate a tractor and
maintain various tools and maintenance
equipment, including company vehicles.
CDRI provides access to a large, well-
equipped maintenance facility.

This is a full-time position that pays
$19.50 per hour.

Benefits: annual cost-of-living pay
increase, year-end bonus, healthcare
reimbursement plan (QSEHRA),

participation in a SIMPLE IRA plan, and
paid vacation and sick leave.

To apply, please email your resume and
a letter of interest to Igordon@cdri.org.

Looking for a career, Village Farms is Hiring!
Site Compliance Coordinator

This position is responsible for reviewing,
evaluating and analyzing work environments
to control and prevent employee injury/lliness
at our Fort Davis facility.

e Conduct regular inspections of workplace
environment to ensure compliance

e Conduct/coordinate various safety trainings
* Provide first aid as needed
e Investigate workplace incidents

e Manage injured worker’s cases and return to
work program

e Maintain various documents, SDS’s and
reports

Requirements:

Strong verbal/written communication skills
Attention to detail

Proficiency in Microsoft Office

Bilingual in English/Spanish required
Reliable transportation

Please send resumes to:
ebaeza@villagefarms.com
Or call 432-729-3071 Ext. 607 to inquire

Now .

« NURSE SUPERVISOR

 ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

- (MO

« MEDICAL DOCTOR

« FULL TIME HUMAN RESOURCES

« FULL TIME PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANT

« FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER

« NURSE- CNA OR MEDICAL ASSISTANT
AND REGISTERED NURSE

o DENTIST
« ALPINE HOUSEKEEPING
Part Time- 5pm- 8pm
« DIRECTOR OF NURSING
Must be licensed in the State of Texas,

Alpine Location

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

P‘fﬁ PREVENTATIVE

® CARE HEALTH SERVICES
For info, please call 432-837-4812
Applications can be picked up at

our locations or online at:
[pchsmedclinic.org|

Avalanche Classifieds
432-837-3334


www.alpineavalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
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DEeATH NOTICE

John H. Watkins

It is with great sadness
that the family of John H.
Watkins announces his
passing on May 10. John
departed this life peace-
fully in his sleep at Lake-
side Health & Wellness
in Kemp, Texas, where
he had resided for the
past two and a half years.

Born on August 6,
1938, in Monahans, John
was the son of C.E. and
Martha Watkins. He
graduated from Monah-
ans High School in 1956
and went on to attend
Tarleton State University
and Texas Tech Univer-
sity. John proudly served
in the United States Ma-
rine Corps and was hon-
orably discharged.

He was preceded in
death by his first wife,
Peggy Duncan, mother
of his daughters Kim and
Dee; his second wife,
Glen Richburg Brom-
ley, whom he married on
November 23, 1978; his
parents, C.E. and Martha
Watkins; three brothers;
three sisters; stepson
Bill; and stepdaughter
Elizabeth. John is sur-

vived by his daughters
Kim and Dee, stepson
Ed, ten grandchildren,
and five great-grandchil-
dren.

From 1969 to 1985,
John owned and oper-
ated the Hut Drive Inn in
Alpine. In 1980, he and
Glen opened Alpine’s
first art gallery, sharing
their love of art with the
community. He was a
proud member of Ameri-
can Legion Post #79 in
Alpine and a Master Ma-
son of AF & AM Frontier
Lodge No. 766.

A graveside service
will be held at Elm Grove
Cemetery in Alpine on
Friday, May 16, at 12
p-m. All who knew and
loved John are warmly
invited to attend.

A

Holiday inn
Express

2004 East Highway 90 | Alpine, Tx.
432-837-9597
lwww.holidayinnexpress.com|

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. « Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

801 East Brown araceinalpine@amail.com
432-837-9117

n Eacebook.com/qgcfalpine]

“Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you; For
every one that asketh receiveth;
and he that seeketh findeth and
to him that knocketh it shall be
opened.” The words of Jesus
Christ”- Matthew 7:7-8

BI BEND

BIBLE

FELLOWSHIP

Sunday Evenings
6:00-7:00 PM

Moss Creek Chapel
46043 State Hwy 118

Discussion Alpine, Texas
on topics

relevant to Phone:
our times 432-244-8859

Woe unto them that call evil good, and
good evil; that put darkness for light,
and light for darkness; that put bitter for
sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe unto
them that are wise in their own eyes, and
prudent in their own sight!

— Isaiah 5: 20 & 21

PhylFy

Rehabilitation & Sports Medicine Associates
Outpatient Physical Therapy

Sports Wedicine & Athletic Training Services

1901 W. Highway 90
Alpine, Texas 79830
432-837-5918

extra services .. extra value.. . extraordinary outcomes and satisfaction ...

2525 N. Grandview Avenue 1365 W. University Bivd. 3404 N. Midland Drive
Odeasa, Texas 79761 i ﬂlﬂ‘: cu Texas 79707
432 550.4700 Sa3000n 432 s“l?'.zf;:s

“If anyone loves the world, love for the
Father is not in them. For everything in
the world - the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life - comes
not from the Father but from the world.
The world and its desires pass away,

but whoever does the will of God lives
forever” 1 John 2:15-17

Acts 2: Verses 17-21

verse 17, "And it shall come to
pass in the last days, said God,
| will pour out of my spirit upon
flesh, and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams;”

verse 21, "And it shall come to
pass that whosever shall call on
the name of the Lord shall be
saved”

all

[WWW-MAVERICK-BANK] | (432) 837-1888

MAVERICK BANK

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

Miriam Elene Ishmael

Miriam Elene Ishmael, 89, of Ter-
lingua, Texas, went home to be with
the Lord on April 30, 2025. She was
born on November 21, 1935. Her life
was a long, remarkable journey as she
openly shared her love for the Lord in
“praise” songs that she joyfully wrote
and sang. She was a published author
of poems and spiritual essays, encour-
aging everyone to love and care for
each other. She will be remembered
dearly and will be lovingly missed
by everyone who was fortunate to
meet her and could call her a friend or
neighbor. She was kind, caring, com-

Devotional Page

Now what?

BY THE REV. MICHAEL WALLENS

St. James Episcopal Church

Sometimes we forget that Easter isn’t just
one day. Easter is a Season of the Church
Year, and the Season of Easter is actually 50
days long. That means we get to keep cel-
ebrating NEW LIFE and Resurrection and
keep the experience of this joy going way
beyond Easter Sunday.

I am challenging myself, and you, this
Easter Season, to find time to get outside
and be with Jesus in Nature. Take the time
to have a Sabbath day beyond Sunday. Take
a mini retreat to restore and get refreshment.
It may sound impossible, but take an entire
morning off or part of an afternoon. If you
have kids, find a friend who will babysit for
you and then return the favor so he or she
can also have time for a Sabbath or retreat
time. Make space in your schedule to have
time to just BE with God.

Sit and Look and Watch or Take a Walk
and Look for “Little Easters.” Joy Spots,
Happy Places, and or Signs of Resurrec-
tion and New Life. Joyce Rupp calls the
things we see and experience, the things
that bring us new life and make us smile
and hopeful, “Little Easters.” Today,
watch for these and give thanks. Allow
God to talk to you through nature: the

wind, the vines, flowers, trees, etc.

What newness do you need in your life
right now?

What kind of refreshment or resurrection?

Spend some time with that and talk to
God...journal, walk, create something in art.

“God is the friend of silence. See how
nature—trees, flowers, grass—grows in si-
lence; see the stars, the moon, and the sun,
how they move in silence...We need silence
to be able to touch souls.” Mother Teresa

A prayer based on a prayer by Thomas
Merton
There is nothing more important than what
we are attending to.
There is nothing more urgent than we must
hurry away to.
We Wait on you God.
Your time is the right time.
We wait for You to make Your word clear
to us.
We know that in time
and in the spirit of deep listening
and in quiet stillness
Your way will be clear. AMEN
Remember to thank God when you rec-
ognize the joy spots and Little Easters along
your way! And keep celebrating Easter all
the way to Pentecost, June 8.

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)
903 Fighting Buck Ave.
Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell
432-837-7170

ollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC
South Hwy. 118, 837-1720
Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264
Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD
South 11th & Avenuel
Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA'l
BAHA'I FAITH
1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487
Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST
East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

BIG BEND CHURCH
Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua
SS @ 10,00
Worship @ 11:00
(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE
5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304
Fr. Hector Chicas, Fr.Edroud Jean
ST.MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
211 W. San Antonio, Marfa
(432) 729-4694
Fr. Hector Chicas, Fr. Edroud Jean

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST
2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591
10:45 a.m. Sundays
Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.
Curtis Wubbena, Minister

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST
North Austin Street
Marfa, TX 79843
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275
Pastor Lana Covington
EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES' EPISCOPAL, ALPINE
Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133
Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary
& St. Joseph, Lajitas
www.bigbendepiscopalmission.orq]
JEHOVAH'S WITNESS
JEHOVAH'S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL
1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN

Send updates to:
publisher@alpineavalanche.com

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH- LCMS
1003 W. Holland Ave.
432-279-0744
atxredeemer@yahoo.com
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
Sunday Service @ 4:00pm
Wed Night Bible Study @ 5:00pm

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST
208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280
Pastor Stephen White

Latter-Day Saints
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST.JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH
405 E. Gallego
Services: 6pm Saturday « 10am Sunday
bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449
Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND
1308 N. 5th St
http://bigbenduu.org|

MESSIANIC
Hebraic Roots Aviv Fellowship
Shabbat 12 Noon Saturday
Chaplain’s Garvin & Stephanie Shiflet
51160 TX-118 South, (432) 371-2999

HebraicRootgAvivFellowship.org

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOQOY CHURCH
E.U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822
Wendel Elliott, Pastor

1gbenacowboycnurch.co

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
801 E. Brown, 386-6203
Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers
fwww.facebook.com/qgcfalpine/]

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL
Welcomes you.
Holy Communion 11 am Sunday
1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653
Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha
Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462
Laura Belkin, 729-3063
6 p.m. Monday Nights
Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH
Paster- Adam Lopez
Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM
212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas « 646-509-5072

Avalanche Classifieds 432-837-3334

passionate, and outspoken, and loved
to shop, cook, and greet everyone she
knew.

Her funeral service will be held
on Saturday, May 17, 2025, at Grace
Christian Fellowship, 801 E Brown
Ave, Alpine, TX. Visitation with fam-
ily viewing will begin at 11 a.m.,
followed by the service at noon, and
then her burial. In addition, a memo-
rial service will be held the next day
on Sunday, May 18, 2025, at 11 a.m.
at the Terlinqua Bible Church, 51455
State Hwy 118, Alpine, TX (55 miles
south of Alpine on the east side of the
highway).

2607 West US Hwy. 90 « Alpine, Texas
432-837-7344

T
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7 MORRISON HARDWARE

SERVING ALPIE & THE BIG BEAD SINCE 1928 -4-' 1

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine,
TX 79830
432-837-5819

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

SKINNER’S LLC

DRILLING & WELL SERVICE
Water Well Drilling & Complete Well Service

432-837-2497

Serving you since 1978!

Walter Skinner Master License

SONIC®

America’s
Drive-In.

2838 Al

Sonic Fountain Drinks

DOWNLOAD OUR Nl st
MOBILE APP 2-a pm Every

602 Holland Ave. E
Alpine, Texas 79830
432-837-5521

N

Forsl Baplist Church

s

Pt
\_\

Pastor Reidling Coleman

203 N. 4th St. « Alpine TX 79830 « (432) 837-2487
N V-

Sunday Worship
@11:00 AM

The Aavonic Blessing

“The Lord bless thee and keep thee;

Lord make his face shine upon thee,

and be gracious unto thee; The Lord
lift up his countenance upon thee, and
give thee peace. And they shall put my
name upon the children of Israel; and I

will bless them?” Numbers 6:24-27

First United
Methodist

Church
208 East Sul Ross Avenue
Alpine, TX 79830-4722
(432) 837-2286

Ephesians 4: 31-32

“Let all bitterness, and wrath,
and anger, and clamor, and
evil speaking, be put away
from you, with all malice;
and be kind one to another,
tender hearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for
Christ’s sake hath forgiven

”

you.



www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.maverick.bank
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.avivfellowship.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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410 N. Fifth Street
@\ P.0.Box 418
@ Alpine, Texas 79830

Office 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Family Owned & Operated
Served Alpine Since 1995 { Over 30 Years Experience

-\\ 506 W. Holland Ave.
e, ~ — Alpine - 432-837-7275

Towing Available - Estimates

PECOS COUNTY

FEED & SUPPLY

500 W. Hornbeck
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net
[www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. - Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. - Sun. CLOSED

Phone
(432) 336-6877

ACTION HEATING
AND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units
Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands
Preventive contracts available

Call or text 432-386-0275

Actionishot2@gmail.com
LICENSE: TACLA27924E

Fort Stockton

Brand New - Fully Renovated
© New Managment and Tenants

; Fully Furnished available
Rt

Leasing TODAY

1101 W Sherer St, Fort Stockton
432-299-7042

RE-RENDS =

USED BOOKSTORE by

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT
805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at
|AlpinePublicLibrary.org]

# TG Fuels

A THOMPSONGAS COMPANY

* Propane ® Gasoline ® Diesel ® Lubricants

Alpine TX 432-837-2518
Marathon TX 432-386-4422

—— " CARRENTAL |

CAR RENTAL

[ Snatl Town Car Bontal >

Towa

ONLINE BOOKING| FAST & EASY| INSURANCE
432.244.4454

222 W DICKINSON BLVD | FORT STOCKTON
WWW.SIMALLTOWNCARREN [AL . COM|

'\ XPEL Paint Protection Film

g Window Tinting « Auto Storage
Auto Detailing « Ceramic Coating
Powder Coating

Call for Appointment

432-831-9189

511 W. Holland - Alpine

FSTABLE

PERFORMANCE CARS

DML Clocks

2003 Fort Davis Hwy.
Alpine, Tx 79830 « 432-837-5330 » 386-6777
« Expert Clock Repair, All Types
+ Pocket Watch Repair & Cleaning
+ Watch Batteries Installed
* Free Pick Up & Delivery In our Area
« Estimate Before Repairs, Insured

Call Today and Get Your Timepiece Repaired

FORTYSTOCKION
432-336-6670

JALCRINE!

DaVidWacKygRalianez JAGENT;

432-837-3293
241 HourServicelIMajor/Credit[CardsYAccepted

MIX

BEEF N 3

SOLD
HERE] (g

DRUGSToR: [

: @ Since 1959

REMIE’ SBODY SHOP. INC.

Complete Auto Repair & Glass

Insurance Claims
Grille Guards, Hail Repair  Paintless or Conventional

CALL FOR ESTIMATES « PICK-UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE

800 Exst 61 @ Forr Stockron 79735 » 432-336-5181 © 432-336-6931 Fax
Ramiro Ramos & Ramser Ramos

.
o A

RYAN KINKADE
 432-386-3296

432-837-7179"
BIGBENDCONCRETE@GMAIL.COM, *

“PO. BOX 1934
SALPINE, TX 79831

TSmiles

%ﬂu.\.\n\.\h DENTAL Kermil(

Dr. Anusha Kotha, DDS

General Dentist

310 S. Allen Ave.
Monahans, TX 79756
Tel: 432-943-5555

402 E. Austin St
Kermit, TX 79745
Tel: 432-586-2911

HIGHLAND DRUG

Saturday 9 am-Noon

504 East A-venue E | Alpine, TX 79830
(432)837-3931

i 600 E. chklnson Blvd ;
Fort Stockton X 79735

\
O#ITCHELLS

Furniture & Flooring

Family owned for 30 years.
910 E Holland
Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

387 West | H 10, 2nd Floor
(432) 336-2291 or (432) 336-2058

- v
I 387 West [ H 10, Suite B . Family Care Center Walk-In Clinic
(432) 336-0700 511 N Main Street

(432) 336-4544

Make an appointment with our providers today!

Your only locally owned and operated
Home Health Care Agency since 2011

Serving the communities of
Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,
Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual's heafth care needs.
We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled
Nursing

Occupational
Therapy

Speech
Therapy

Physical
Therapy



www.ellysonabstract.com
www.alpinepubliclibrary.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
www.smalltowncarrental.com
www.agavehomehealth.com
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Put spring in your step, with lemon- forward plzza

Most folks would be
hard-pressed to say they
know anyone who doesn’t
like pizza. Seriously,
what’s not to love about
pizza? And thanks to cre-
ative minds in the world’s
kitchens, pizza goes above
and beyond cheese and
pepperoni or basil, toma-
toes, and fresh mozzarella.

The possibilities are
pretty endless when creat-
ing a unique take on what
most folks believe to be
the “traditional” pie. Case
in point, this lemony-basil
creation that gives this
traditional heavy food a
lightening-up.

When one thinks of piz-
za, lemons are not the first
thing that comes to mind,
but cooked lemons have
become one of culinary’s
go-tos in the past few years.
Recipes from social me-
dia and food blogs use this

Courtesy photo

HEAD OVER
MEALS

by kara gerbert

citrusy fruit to its full ad-
vantage. Offering a slight
bitterness from the roast-
ing of the pith and a sweet-
ness from the flesh, cooked
lemons offer whatever dish
they’re used in as a concen-
trated bright flavor.

With the flavors of
roasted lemons added to
the traditional spices of
thyme, garlic, and fresh,
sweet basil, plus the ad-
dition of honey, shallots,

r T
THREE CHEESE LEMON BASIL PI1ZZA
| INGREDIENTS DIRECTIONS
1/2 Ib. pizza dough Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
1 tablespoon of extra virgin olive Push the dough out on a lightly
| oil floured surface until it’'s thin (about a |
1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese 10-12-inch circle). Transfer the dough
| 2 tablespoons toasted sesame  onto a baking sheet and lightly brush |
seeds with olive oil.
1 tablespoon fresh thyme leaves Sprinkle the crust with Parmesan,
| 2 cloves of chopped garlic sesame seeds, thyme, garlic, shallots, |
1shallot, halved, and leaves sepa-  and chili flakes. Drizzle with honey.
| rated Add the mozzarella and provo- |
chili flakes lone, arrange the lemon slices over
1 tablespoon of honey the cheese, and top with a handful of
| 3/4 cup shredded mozzarella  torn basil leaves. |
cheese Bake for 10-15 minutes or until
| 3/4 cup shredded provolone  the crust s golden and the cheese is |
cheese bubbling.
1 small Meyer or regular lemon, Remove from the oven and top
| thinly sliced with two big handfuls of fresh basil. |
1 bunch of fresh basil Slice and enjoy!
L - - - = = = = — — 4

and spicy chili flakes, this
spring-inspired pie will
make your taste buds sit
up and sing.

So, don’t be shy about
what to put on your pie.
Experiment a bit, add or
subtract some things, or

' e i

8 -t | -
* ( Hampten

) ) =, Ex . — : Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
' Bend & Highlands of West Texas

+ Healthffitness center
on-site

+ On - site guest self -
laundry facilities

+ State of the Art Fitness + Hot Breakfast Bar
Center + Business Center &

*Indoor Pools &Spa MestingRoom | * Z;etefrzree’akfaSt - kids :\Tl(tj)?grrcpgfel 223;’)3 (888)729-4424 o (432)249'0401
+ Pet Friendly + Wheelchair Accessible . Busines.s center parkingy PO. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843
2607 West Us Hwy.90 | Alpine, Texas | 2004 East Hwy 90 | Alpine, Texas Cleat L. Stephens, Broker
432-837-1344 432-837-9597 cleat@findaranch.com
[www.alpine.namtoninn.con [www.holidayinnexpress.com| Find R ROuIW: |

2271 West Interstate 10

Fort Stockton, TX 79735
(432) 336-9600

» www.fortstockton.hampfoninn.com]

by HILTON

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734
432-336-7000
800-780-7234
lwww.bestwestern.com

Best
Western

PLUS.

Tallent Roofing, Inc.
Quality Roofing Since 1987

Offce: (437) 8377009 * 301 W Holland 4ve g -= G

GO PANTHERS & PROWLERS!

. ;w: N R % Serving the Big Bend Area

1]
'

FORT STOCKTON
INSURANC AGENCYs

,
\QL'* e ' ";';'4
901.W. chklnson Blvd Fort Stockton, Tx'79735
\(432) 336 8565

Hours: Mon--Fri. 8 a.m.l‘S pﬁ/

GELEBRATION

Big Bend
RV Supply<
& Service

PARTS STORE ~ SERVICE CENTER ~ MOBILE SERVICE

432-386-4184
CALL OR TEXT
90400 E. HWY 90
ALPINE, TEXAS 79830
BBRVUSUPPLY@YAH00.COM

LIQUOR STORE

704 W Holland Ave | Alpine, TX
(432) 837-7479
Drive Thru

ol

SERVICES
"Let Us Solve Your Plumbing"

We are local!
Drain Unstops | Leak Detections
Sewer Camera Inspections | and More!
432-290-8511

Now hiring helpers, apply now by texting our office number

D0 NOT WAIT until your septic system
shows signs of failure to have your
septic tank pumped out!

Waiting can mean complete clogging and an expensive septic
system repair bill. Periodic septic tank pumping is far less costly
than septic tank repair or replacing the entire septic tank system.

We recommend septic system cleaning every 2-5 years.
Remember: Maintenance is much cheaper than replacement!

(432) 294-0758

Owner/ Operator
325-812-3541

mix it all up with an en-
tirely new set of ingredi-
ents. Just remember that
cooking doesn’t have to be
a chore. It should be fun
to introduce new flavors,
foods, and ideas into the
family favorites.

RickNicivor7@gmail.com
P.0. Box 640
Fort Davis, TX 79734

Laser Hair Removal, IPL Photofacials, Chemical
Peels, Microneedling, HydraFacials, Dermaplaning
Facials, Cosmetic Injectables, Body Scrubs, Body
Mud Wraps,and Therapeutic Massages.

Call Kelly Jo Newman
for more info

432-837-1100

Monday - Friday + 9 am to 5 pm
After 5 pm - Appointment Only
Sat. & Sun. - Appointment Only

AW VLR gy

7 Day Wellness Spa
Located inside

10 Hotel Parker
2800 W Hwy90, Alpine, Tx

COOPERTIRES

¥ YOKOHAMA.

7 432-336-3314

701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

F>) REPUBLIC

SERVICES

432-561-7600

RepublicServices.com

SKINNER'

WALTER SKINNER

TDLR Master Lic. #2838 Al

John Skinner

Serving Yowu Stnce 1978

DRILLING &
WELL SERVICE, LLC

4324312491

Thomas Skinner

B & S SERVICES is the BEST in Portable Sanitation

We have Special event rentals, monthly construction rentals, handicapped
rentals and wash stations. We also service holding tanks.

bstoilets@hotmail.com

Lic. #59655 KLPW Lic. #59401 LPW

2300 W. Mosley Loop, Alpine, TX
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com|



www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.fortstocktoninsurance.com
www.ranchoutwest.com
www.services.com
www.drillingbigbend.com
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.
Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

Authentic Wes

Since 1891

y Owned
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The 2025 Alpine High School Valedictorian is
Zeynep Basibuyuk. Basibuyuk was also awarded
the most outstanding Science and English stu-
dent, a UIL Scholar Award, and the Texas Educa-
tion Agency’s Highest-Ranking Certificate.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

; |

The 2025 Salutatorian for Alpine High School is
Hatfield Cason. This young student athlete has
excelled at everything he’s attempted while at
AHS. On top of earning the Salutatorian hon-
or, Cason earned first place in UIL editorial,
fifth place in number sense, and was also a UIL
Scholar Award recipient.

Photo by Kara Gerbert
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HS Shining Star

AHS senior Xander Dodson was awarded the

Shining Star award at Monday evening’s aca-
demic awards ceremony.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Haas wins multiple
academic achievements

AHS’s Roseline Haas earned multiple accolades
at Monday night’s academic awards ceremony.
Haas earned the most outstanding student for
both Health I and Principles of Health, plus earn-
ing second place in UIL Literary Criticism and
Spelling at the District level and first place in
Copy Editing.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Wang awarded
for multiple subjects

Dylan Wang was awarded the most outstand-
ing student for U.S. History and English IV AP
at Monday night’s Alpine High School academic
award ceremony. Wang also was recognized for
winning second place in UIL Social Studies.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Llanez awarded for
multiple academics

ing student in World History, as well as Graphic
Design I, at Monday evening’s Alpine High School
academic award ceremony.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Only driving he’s allowed

Eighth-grade golfer John Ritchie rears back to
drive his golf ball down the fairway towards the
green on Tuesday afternoon during the boys’
middle school golf tournament.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Junior
High golfer
places
in Wink
Georgia Muratori
earned a silver

medal at the

Wink golf tourna-
ment last week.

Courtesy photo

IN-STOCK FURNITURE

SERTA FOAM MATTRESS SPECIALS

TWIN §169!

QUEEN $299!

910 E. HOLLAND AVENUE, ALPINE,TX, 79830



www.mitchellsfurnitureandflooring.com

