
 

The Alpine varsity baseball 
team ended its season this past 
weekend as runners-up in the 
Bi-District Championship, 
capping off a standout year 
with its best regular-season re-
cord since the pandemic. But 
the Bucks’ playoff run came 
to a sudden and controversial 
end following a bench-clearing 
incident in Game 2 against 
Lamesa—a fi nish that has left 
many in the Alpine community 
demanding answers.

Focusing on the team’s suc-
cessful run, Alpine Athletic 
Director Jerry Dominguez 
said the Bucks were just a few 
breaks away from an even 

stronger regular season record 

than the 5-3 fi nish.

“They had a tremendous 

season,” said Coach Domin-

guez. “I was extremely proud. 

We only had four seniors, and 

those guys showed tremendous 

leadership and pulled those 

younger guys along. I always 

tell the kids that a good leader 

is not someone who dictates. 

A good leader is someone who 

can make people around them 

better. I’m incredibly proud 

of those seniors and how they 

were able to do that.

“It was probably one of the 

best seasons they’ve had since 

I got here—a very success-
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Playoff  run derailed by bench clearing

The May 3 general 
election has passed, and 
with it, the Alpine City 
Council now has two 
new members.

Richard Portillo won 
the election by a land-
slide in the only con-
tested race for the Ward 
1 seat, formerly held by 
Reagan Stone, with a to-
tal of 118 votes over his 
opponents, Austin Smith, 
who earned 43 votes, and 
Andres “Andy” Ramos, 
who earned fi ve votes.

To say that the voter 
turnout for Ward 1 was 
dismal is an understate-
ment. Only 166 voters 
went to the polls with a 
week of early voting op-
portunities and election 
day last Saturday.

The votes were unof-
fi cial until canvassed at 
Tuesday night’s Alpine 
City Council meeting.

The council will move 
forward with city busi-
ness with the addition 
of Portillo in Ward 1 and 
Robert Rukes in Ward 3, 
as he ran uncontested.

Portillo 
wins 

Ward 1 
seat

Ryli Vasquez tosses the bat as he prepares to leave home plate 
for fi rst base.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

Alpine Buck middle schoolers Roman Holguin, Max Cramer, Tate Ortiz, Enrique Valenzuela, and Armando Adame 
take a moment to mug for the camera Tuesday afternoon, along with their Coach Marco Gomez, who had the young 
golfers practicing despite the breezy conditions.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Middle schoolers hit the links
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BY KERRY LAIRD
Sports Editor

The Museum of the 
Big Bend held a sneak 
peek opening reception 
last Wednesday for the 
Snapshots in Time: Life 
in Brewster County pho-
to exhibit. This exhibi-
tion is created in a part-
nership with Crossroads: 
Change in Rural Ameri-
ca, which is part of the 
Smithsonian traveling 
exhibition Museum on 
Main Street.

This stunning photo-
graphic display, curated 
by local historian Matt 
Walter, offers museum 
goers a look into what 
life was like in Far West 
Texas in the early days 
of the 20th century. The 

historical photographs 
on display were pulled 
from the Brewster Coun-
ty collections as well as 
the Archives of the Big 
Bend, capturing the lives 
in rural West Texas that 
cross tradition, inno-
vation, and ultimately 
change.

“This exhibit, featur-
ing historic photos from 
Brewster County, was a 
fun one to put together. 
After going through the 
photo collections at both 
Brewster County and 
the Archives of the Big 
Bend, trying to narrow 
down the photos that 
would fi t in the exhibit 
space was a challenge. 
Ultimately, we decided 
to focus the exhibit on 
photos depicting the hu-

man element,” said Wal-
ter.

Although only 15 pho-
tos were chosen for this 
particular exhibit, they 
sufficiently cover what 
rural Brewster County 
was like. Photos of early 
Alpine depict the wide-
open spaces that made 
up the community in 
the early 1900s, while 
the depiction of a trad-
ing post in Big Bend 
shows early Mexican 
tradesmen standing with 
goods-laden burros. 
Service men stand on 
the lawn of the Brews-
ter County Courthouse 
during a reunion, circa 
1920, and the man con-
sidered the “Father of 

Walter curates new Big Bend museum exhibit
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Local historian Matt Walter introduces the new 
exhibit, Snapshots in Time: Life in Brewster 
County, at the Museum of the Big Bend.See EXHIBIT • 8
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Charles Allen Bell

Charles Allen Bell—
visionary, eternal opti-
mist, instigator, clown, 
great friend, lover, good 
being, all human—de-
parted us for his next 
adventure on April 28, 
2025; he was 69 years 
old.

Born on May 30, 1955, 
in Frankfurt, Germany 
to Robert H. Bell Sr. 
and Eveline Bell, Char-
lie was the product of a 
U.S. Army Sgt. and his 
Austrian war bride. He 
lived his early years in 
Germany, moving to El 
Paso, TX as a young boy. 
After an early graduation 
from Irvin High School, 
he moved to Alpine, TX 
in 1973 to pursue an Art 
Degree at Sul Ross State 
University. Charlie re-
ceived his Masters of 
Education in Art from 
SRSU in 1982.

Throughout his career 
he inspired countless 
young artists in the Big 
Bend area, as well as 
across the state. In addi-
tion to his Alpine-based 
private children’s art 
lessons, he instructed at 
SRSU, Alpine Christian 
School, residencies at 
the Chinati Foundation in 
Marfa, along with many 

other places over the 
course of four-plus de-
cades. He was accepted 
into the Texas Commis-
sion on the Arts-Artist 
in Education Program 
in 1992 where he did 
residencies across the 
state of Texas until 2002, 
teaching in schools that 
did not off er art educa-
tion to their students. 

He had numerous gal-
leries throughout the 
years, hosting a multi-
tude of creative, innova-
tive one-man and group 
art shows. He was a mas-
terful sign painter, with 
his work evident on vari-
ous billboards, business-
es, and murals through-
out West Texas.

One of Charlie’s other 
greatest passions was his 
music. He was a skilled 
bass and guitar player, as 
well as a gifted singer/
songwriter. Cultivat-
ing and performing in a 

plethora of bands from 
1973 on, he collaborated 
with a variety of musi-
cians to provide count-
less hours of camarade-
rie, entertainment, and 
fun for all. 

In addition to his art 
and music, he had a brief, 
but all consuming, stint 
as a filmmaker. Along-
side dozens of willing 
friends and participants 
from the area, he created 
the award-winning Karl 
Glocke mockumentary 
film series during the 
years of 2003-2006. His 
unique sense of humor 
and quick wit fueled and 
spearheaded the project.

Despite all of his cre-
ative endeavors, Char-
lie’s proudest accom-
plishment was his family. 
He shared fi fty beautiful 
years with his loving 
wife Susie, while being 
an amazing father to their 
children Jesse and Alys-
sa, as well as a fun Opa 
to their grandchildren, 
Evi Grace and Graham.

Charlie leaves behind 
to cherish his memory 
his wife Susan, his son 
Jesse (wife Kaya), his 
daughter Alyssa (part-
ner Jesse Berkowitz), 
grandchildren Evi Grace 
and Graham, brothers 
Bob Bell (Melleta), Da-

vid Bell (Jacqueline), 
sister-in-laws Judy Kot-
zur (Tommy), Missy 
Mial (Bob), and Cindi 
Mercado, and numerous 
nephews and nieces. He 
was preceded in death 
by his parents Robert H. 
Bell Sr. and Eveline Bell, 
his beloved Oma, Anna 
Kaufmann, his mother-
in-law Antoinette Schul-
tze and brother-in-law 
Bill Mercado, as well as 
many beloved friends.

Charlie’s creative ge-
nius inspired countless 
minds, and his light-heart 
provided endless enjoy-
ment for all that had the 
honor of knowing him. 
This is evident in the 
outpouring of kind mes-
sages that his family has 
received since his pass-
ing, some of which have 
been shared below:

• So many fond memo-
ries of Charlie…his art, 
his puns and jokes, his 
laugh and love of music. 
The world will go on, but 
it will not be as funny, 
beautiful and bright.

• The world has lost 
one of its most creative 
souls.

• He always made the 
room a little brighter.

• The musician, film-
making jokester never 
ceased to amuse all those 

around him. His art, les-
sons, and laughter live 
on and echo through so 
many lives that he infl u-
enced…especially my 
own.

• A man that followed 
his heart, a man that 
made his own path in 
life, love and art, but ul-
timately a man who de-
cided that his compass, 
his true north, was worth 
following…and he did 
this, embodied this so 
beautifully.

And from his family:
• Creating around the 

clock, the artesian well 
of your mind and spirit 
never ceased to fl ow out 
into the world, watering 
the seeds of multiple gen-
erations.

• You led with all your 
heart, you showed me 
all that I could be. You 
will forever remain in my 

music, art, sense of hu-

mor, soul, and memory. 

You are my hero, and the 

inspiration for every cre-

ative part of me.

• Fifty years of making 

me laugh and keeping 

me entertained….I will 

really miss my soulmate, 

my very best friend.

Our family deeply ap-

preciates all of the love 

and support from our 

incredible family and 

friends…and we are 

forever grateful to Dr. 

Nitschmann, Dr. Sim-

mons, Julie Morales, RN, 

and the entire outpatient 

staff  at BBRMC for the 

compassionate care that 

Charlie received. 

A celebration of his 

incredible life is being 

planned for the near fu-

ture.

OBITUARY

For the second year in 
a row, Marathon ISD’s 
Ms. Pamela Hernandez 
has been chosen by her 
peers as the 2024-2025 
Teacher of the Year.

Ms. H, as her students 
refer to her, taught a self-
contained kindergarten 
and fi rst-grade class her 
first year in Marathon. 
This year, she taught the 
self-contained first and 
second-grade classes.

“Hernandez has 30 
years of teaching experi-
ence, and Ms. H delivers 
instruction with ease and 
compassion. She knows 
the ins and outs of all her 
students and will not al-
low them to slip through 
the cracks, “ said Mara-

thon ISD Superintendent 
Dr. Ivonne Durant.

“Even as she learns a 
new program, she studies 
her lessons carefully and 
brings joy to her class-
room no matter how dif-
fi cult the lesson may be.”

Durant says that she 
struggles with her time 
when observing Hernan-

dez because her obser-
vations are akin to cliff -
hangers in a novel.

“Her interactions with 
the students are diff erent 
every time, and I always 
want to stay and see how 
it ends. Seeing how well 
students learn and re-
spond to her many ways 
of getting them to work 
together makes for an in-
triguing yet warm visit,” 
Durant stated.

Some of her peers who 
nominated Hernandez 
stated, “I nominate Pam 
for her quality teaching, 
classroom management, 
and complete overall 
dedication to teaching. 
Her kids always come 
fi rst, and she goes above 
and beyond, not only for 
the kids but also for her 

fellow teachers. She is 
always ready to help.”

Durant says that her 
peers admire her intelli-
gence and ability to work 
with her students. In ad-
dition, her students love 
her, and other teachers 
can’t wait to get the stu-
dents she has taught.

“Having a fel low 
teacher say they can’t 
wait to get the students 
you have taught in your 
classroom is the highest 
compliment a teacher 
could receive from a 
peer,” Durant added.

Hernandez’s com-
mitment to making her 
students feel and act im-
portant is just one reason 
she is Marathon ISD’s 
Teacher of the Year for 
the second year in a row.

Marathon ISD recognizes 
Teacher of the Year

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Ms. Pamela Hernandez, 
Marathon ISD Teacher 
of the Year

First Responders end up in stressful situations all the time, so the Alpine 
Volunteer Fire Department makes sure they take a few minutes from time to 
time to engage in some less stressful situations.

Courtesy photo

Stress relief for First Responders

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD AT 5:30 P.M. ON TUESDAY, MAY 13, 
2025 REGARDING FINAL READINGS OF THE FOLLOWING CAPTIONED 
ITEMS:

ORDINANCE 2025-05-03: AN ORDINANCE CANVASSING THE RETURNS 
AND DECLARING THE RESULTS OF THE MAY 3, 2025 GENERAL 
ELECTION HELD FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING CITIZENS OF ALPINE 
TO THE OFFICE OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBER WARD 1; PROVIDING FOR 
THE FOLLOWING: FINDINGS OF FACT; REPEALER; SEVERABILITY; 
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND PROPER NOTICE & MEETING CLAUSES.

THE PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2025, AT 
5:30 P.M. IN CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT 803 WEST HOLLAND 
AVENUE TO HEAR CITIZEN VIEWS AND COMMENTS CONCERNING THE 
PROPOSED CHANGES. COPIES OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCES ARE 
AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL LOCATED AT 100 N. 13TH STREET BETWEEN 
8:00 A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. AND 1:00 P.M. TO 5:00 P.M. COPIES ARE ALSO 
AVAILABLE BY EMAIL REQUEST TO CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.
COM. QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE CITY 
SECRETARY AT (432) 837-3301, OPTION 1.

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Rio Grande Council of Governments
Ann Miller

Julie Balovich
Brewster County

Marvie Burton
Albert and Christine Cavazos

David M. Rohr
Elizabeth Tanksley

www.alpinememorialfuneralhome.com
www.sunshinehousealpine.com
www.alpinememorialfuneralhome.com
www.sunshinehousealpine.com
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The Paisano Girls’ Mis-
sion Camp will be held 
this year, June 2-6, at the 
Davis Mountain Resort 
Baptist Church just west 
of Fort Davis. Due to the 
rising cost of food, this 
year’s camp will cost 

$125 per person, includ-
ing counselors. The camp 
will have the same Bible 
study format, missions 
time, music, style show, 
tea party, and other favor-
ite activities. Girls who 
finished second through 

sixth grade are invited to 
be campers, and girls who 
finished seventh through 
12th grade are invited to be 
junior counselors. On the 
list of additional activities 
are movies, board games, 
talent spotlight, and more.  

For further information, 

please call Karen McGuire 

at 432-386-3071 and leave 

a message or contact her 

at kgmcguire17@yahoo.

com. Some scholarships 

are available. 

Paisano Girls’ Camp to be held in June

The Nature Conservancy 
in Texas (TNC) and Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) are pleased to an-
nounce the purchase of Heath 
Canyon Ranch, a 671-acre 
property located just outside Big 
Bend National Park.

TNC purchased the prop-
erty, which will be managed 
by TPWD as part of the Black 
Gap Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA), for nearly $1.2 mil-
lion with funding from Horizon 
Foundation, WoodNext Foun-
dation, Texas Parks and Wild-
life Foundation, and Meta Alice 
Keith Bratten Foundation.

“We are thrilled that the 
property is now in the hands of 
TPWD, and that this beautiful 
location along the river will con-
tinue to be available for the en-
joyment of Texans and visitors 
alike while ensuring the protec-
tion of the habitat for wildlife 
to thrive,” said Suzanne Scott, 
State Director for The Nature 
Conservancy in Texas.

The acquisition of Heath 
Canyon Ranch is a signifi cant 
step toward ongoing conserva-
tion eff orts to protect vulnerable 
ecosystems across West Texas 
while also providing Texans 
with access to park lands for 
recreation.

“We are fortunate to have TNC 

as a conservation partner, and 
through their generous support, 
TPWD is able to grow our public 
lands footprint,” said Alan Cain, 
TPWD Wildlife Division Direc-
tor. “The Heath Canyon addition 
will expand outdoor recreational 
opportunities from river access 
to hiking, wildlife viewing, and 
public hunting. We are excited 
for Texans to enjoy this unique 
property.”

Located between Big Bend 
National Park, Black Gap 
WMA, other state-owned lands, 
and the nearly 10,000-acre 
Brushy Canyon Preserve, Heath 

Canyon Ranch once created a 
considerable gap in a vast area 
of protected lands.  Its purchase 
preserves a tract of high-quali-
ty, relatively unaltered wildlife 
habitat surrounded by other pro-
tected areas. This place of high 
ecological diversity serves as a 
refuge for a variety of species, 
including more than 250 plant 
species -- several of which are 
found nowhere else on earth.

The property also includes 
1.2 miles of river frontage on a 
stretch of the Rio Grande that 
fl ows year-round and is an im-
portant site for public access to 

protected lands in the area. The 
ranch is the only take-out point 
for the popular Boquillas Can-
yon multi-day river trip through 
Big Bend National Park and one 
of the only river access points 
for the remote and scenic Lower 
Canyons of the Rio Grande—
Texas’ only designated National 
Wild and Scenic River. TPWD 
and NPS plan to establish a 
long-term natural resource man-
agement plan and a system for 
providing sustainable, low-im-
pact public access.

“Black Gap WMA looks for-
ward to continuing to work with 

all our neighbors and partners 
that helped with this purchase 
and can’t express enough how 
excited we are to acquire this 
property,” said Travis Smith, 
TPWD Black Gap WMA Bi-
ologist. “This is an amazing ad-
dition to the WMA and will not 
only ensure river access for fu-
ture generations but also protect 
a very unique habitat.”

Jeff  Francell, Associate Direc-
tor of Land Protection for The 
Nature Conservancy in Texas, 
shared, “As a former river guide, 
I am extremely pleased that The 
Nature Conservancy, along with 
Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment and several private 
foundations, were able to work 
so quickly to secure the prop-
erty, funding and long-term 
management of this critical nat-
ural resource and public access 
point to the Wild and Scenic Rio 
Grande River.” 

TNC, TPWD, and NPS have 
a long history of working to-
gether to accomplish large-scale 
land and water protection in the 
Big Bend area, including the 
expansion of the national park. 
This project has helped further 
successful conservation work 
in a region that hosts one of the 
nation’s most important ecosys-
tems and contains immense bio-
logical and cultural resources.

The Nature Conservancy, TPWD, purchase Heath Canyon Ranch

Heath Canyon Ranch

House bill proposes 
new standardized test
A Texas House bill 

would eliminate the State 
of Texas Assessment of 
Academic Readiness test 
and replace it with a test 
comparing students’ per-
formance to one another 
rather than state-set stan-
dards, the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman reported.

House Bill 4 would 
also create benchmark 
tests to measure students’ 
academic performance 
throughout the year.

Superintendents from 
across the state testi-
fied in support of HB4 
at a committee hearing 
last week. The bill was 
unanimously approved 
in committee and sent to 
the House fl oor.

The bill’s sponsor is 
state Rep. Brad Buckley, 
R-Salado. He said test-
ing would require a quick 
turnaround to give par-
ents and teachers faster 
feedback about student 
performance.

“I want that experi-
ence and the ability for 
their teachers to de-
liver that information 

back to moms and dads 
so that we can get that 
type of support, because 
the teachers can’t do it 
alone,” Buckley said.

The existing STAAR 
test has become a fl ash-
point for many school 
districts, prompting nu-
merous lawsuits and 
complaints that the exist-
ing system over-penaliz-
es districts with less than 
optimal test scores.

Antisemitism bill easily 
clears House

A bill overwhelming-
ly passed by the House 
would require school 
districts to use a com-
mon but controversial 
definition of antisemi-
tism, according to The 
Texas Tribune. Only two 
legislators opposed the 
measure.

The legislation came in 
response to pro-Palestin-
ian protests held on Tex-
as college campuses after 
the Oct. 7, 2023, attack 
on Israel by Hamas, and 
that country’s subsequent 
– and ongoing – military 
response.

State Rep. Giovan-

ni  Caprigl ione,  R-
Southlake, guided the 
bill, which has already 
passed the Senate , 
through the lower cham-
ber. He assured his col-
leagues it would not lead 
to students being pun-
ished for constitutional-
ly-protected speech.

“Students are not go-
ing to be punished for 
voicing their views on 
Middle East policy or 
debating the history of 
Zionism. That is well 
within their rights,” the 
Southlake Republican 
said.

State Rep. Christian 
Manuel, D-Port Arthur, 
was one of two who vot-
ed against the bill.

“I just think it goes too 
broad, and I hate to say 
this, I think it’s too un-
American,” Manuel said.

House passes bill 
banning minors from 

social media
The House easily ap-

proved a measure that 
would penalize social 
media companies for al-
lowing underage youth to 
use their platforms, The 

News reported. The bill, 
which now goes to the 
Senate for consideration, 
would require tech com-
panies to verify a user’s 
age when creating a so-
cial media account.

“Social media com-
panies don’t care about 
what content they’re 
feeding you and your 
children,” sponsor Jared 
Patterson, R-Frisco, said. 
“Rather, they want you 
hooked on their content.”

Users would have to 
submit government IDs 
to verify ages, according 
to the proposal.

Texas Capital Highlights

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL PROPERTY

Alpine ISD will be listing the two (2) tracts below for Sale by bid.   Alpine 

ISD is a Trustee of the two foreclosed tracts of land in Terlingua Ranch 

via sealed bid. Bids may be submitted online at www.texascg.com under 

ALPINE.   The winning bid, once approved, will be subject to the Property 

Owners Association of Terlingua Rach, Inc (POATRI).  Bidding will close 25 

days after the first bid is submitted. Please call 806-839-2724 for any ques-

tions on procedure. 

1. NW/4 of the SW/4 of the NW/4 of Section 3, Block 217, T & St. L. Ry. 

Co., Brewster County, Texas, being 10.00 acres, also known as Tract 

8920, Terlingua Ranch. (R16224)

2. SE/4 of the SE/4 of the SW/4 of Section 8, Block 216, T & St. L. Ry. 

Co., Brewster County, Texas, being 10.00 acres, also known as a 

portion of Tract 4819, Terlingua Ranch (R14714)

NEWS RELEASE-ALPINE ISD

CALL US TODAY

TO SCHEDULE

YOUR DUMPSTER!

20 YARD ROLL OFFS

DAILY RATES

MONTHLY RATES

FREE QUOTES

ALMOST ALWAYS SAME DAY SERVICE!

20 YARD ROLL OFFS

DAILY RATES

MONTHLY RATES

FREE QUOTES

ALMOST ALWAYS SAME DAY SERVICE!

432-538-2261
KENSLEY@TXFARMSTORE.COM

CALLING ALL ALPINE KIDS: 
CHECK OUT OUR MONTESSORI 

Summer Camp 2025
Space is limited, register your child today!

Session I - JUNE 9- JULY 3  Session II - JULY 7-AUGUST 1

8am-3pm I Ages 3-12 
After School Care Available •Weekly themes to be announced!

908 N 6th St • Alpine • TX 79830 • 432-837-2174 
 www.alpinemontessori.org

FOR PRICING ANDFOR PRICING AND

 ENROLLMENT FORM ENROLLMENT FORM

 SCAN QR CODE SCAN QR CODE

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

www.texascg.com
www.alpinemontessori.org
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ONLINE POLL

RESULTS

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE 

GO-TO DRINK

TO GET YOUR DAY STARTED?

RESULTS

COFFEE 

69% 
WATER

6% 
SOFT DRINK

                                                                     0%   
ENERGY DRINK

                                                                                            6%
JUICE                                                   

                                                                                              6%
OTHER                                                   
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What is your go-to drink to 

get your day started?

Coffee

Water

Soft Drink

Energy Drink

Juice

Other

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
W

Thank You

The funeral service for Beth 

Ann Collins was held on April 

23rd. The professional and 

compassionate staff  of the Al-
pine Memorial Funeral Home 
worked seamlessly with the 
clergy and staff  of Our Lady of 
Peace Catholic Church to pro-

vide a beautiful ceremony. This 
was followed by a delightful 
lunch served by parish volun-
teers. I wish to give my heart-
felt thanks to all. It was a true 

Celebration of Life for my late, 
beloved Beth Ann.

Christopher Collins
Alpine, Texas

“Things Money Can’t Buy: 

Time. Happiness. Integrity. 

Love. Manners. Respect. 

Trust. Class. Common sense. 

Dignity.” ― Roy T. Bennett, 

inspirational author

“You don’t have to get up,” 

someone told me during an in-

troduction and handshake meet-

ing last week. 

“Are you kidding?” I said as I 

rose to my feet. “That’s the way 

my daddy trained me. I don’t 

know any other way.”

Good manners, once com-

monly taught in every home, 

appear to be exiting society 

through the same door of lazi-

ness as kindness and respect.

“It’s not as much of a thing 

as it used to be,” one lazy and 

unkind individual tried to argue. 

“Granted, I haven’t heard 

manners discussed much at the 

boomers’ morning coff ee gath-

ering lately either.” I countered. 

“But it still matters.”

And it does matter. We get 

one chance to make a fi rst im-

pression. Usually, before we 

ever speak a word. 

“You always dress that way 

for work,” I recall a member of 

management asking a new guy 

on the job.

“Yeah,” the newbie stuttered, 

“And you always address 

your supervisors and elders with, 

“Yeah? Where’s your 

manners?”

Before the young 

man could dig himself 

any deeper, the manag-

er off ered advice that 

I’ve never forgotten.

“If you want cus-

tomers and colleagues 

to perceive you as a 

professional, you have to dress 

and act like a professional. No 

one gives you respect for free; 

you earn it by how you present 

yourself and treat others.”

Manners were important to 

my parents and grandparents. 

For that, I am deeply grateful.

Learning manners requires 

no textbook and very little in-

telligence. Just treat others like 

you would like to be treated.

“Manners make the man,” 

Mom used to say. “Real men 

are considerate of others, espe-

cially ladies.” My father made 

sure I understood that one well. 

Entering Perry’s 5¢ and 10¢ 

store in Mount Pleasant one 

day, where he was the manager, 

he quickly stepped up to hold 

the door for the lady behind us. 

“Please pardon my rude son,” 

he said. “I’ve tried to teach him 

some manners, but he seems to 

have forgotten that today.”

A big one with my grand-

mother was “a gentleman al-

ways removes his hat when en-

tering a building.”

“Take that cap 

off,” Granny in-

formed me the fi rst 

time. “It’s rude to 

wear a hat inside. 

And don’t ever sit 

down to eat with a 

cap or hat on your 

head.” 

The second time, she wasn’t 

as subtle. She snatched the cap 

off  my head, handed it to me, 

and asked, “What did I tell 

you about taking off  that cap 

indoors? Don’t let me see you 

do that again. People will think 

you were raised in a barn.”

My grandmother also clear-

ly illustrated “Please” and 

“Thank you.” One afternoon, 

she bought a strawberry ice 

cream cone at Lockett’s Drug 

Store soda fountain in Pittsburg 

and handed it to me. But she 

abruptly took it back before I 

could enjoy the fi rst bite.

“Thank you,” she said to the 

young man who had just scooped 

up the delectable delight. She 

then took a bite of it and said, 

“You must not have wanted it, 

you didn’t thank anyone.”

After a most humble “thank 

you” to both her and the soda 

fountain attendant, she re-

turned the ice cream cone, 

minus one bite, the price for 

missing my manners.

“What do you say when speak-

ing to someone?” I remember 

Mom instructing me to speak to 

others, especially elders.

“Yes,” I responded. “Yes 

… what?” 

I soon learned that “Yes, 

ma’am,” was expected as the 

next words out of my mouth if 

I was addressing a lady. “Yes, 

sir,” if speaking to a man.

“Manners are not important 

just because I say so,” Dad told 

me many times. “They are a 

measure of how you respect 

people. If you show others re-

spect, they will respect you.”

Someone asked me about a 

fellow employee in the work-

place not long ago, “Why 

doesn’t she respect me when I 

ask her for something?”

Recalling the words of the su-

pervisor, I always remembered, 

and my father’s words, I said, 

“Could be the way you ask. No 

one gives you respect for free; 

you earn it only by giving it.”

True enough, money can’t 

buy respect or manners. But 

if it could, some people these 

days would need a sizable “Go-

FundMe” account.

Contact Aldridge at leonal-

dridge@gmail.com. Other Al-

dridge columns are archived at 

leonaldridge.com

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

One chance to make a fi rst impression

My Aching Heart
Imagine it is 2 a.m. and that 

annoying chest pain you had 
earlier in the evening has not 
gone away. In fact, it has got-
ten much worse. To the point 
where you are asking your-
self, “Is this a heart attack”? 
Someone you love dials 911 
and requests assistance from 
the Emergency Management 
Service (EMS). Now, if you 
are like me, you would want 
the following to show up: 
four Paramedics, three Ambu-
lances, two Helicopters, and 
a Cardiologist. More impor-
tantly, I (or you) would want 
someone highly skilled to take 
the pain away, transport you 
to the closest medical facility, 

and do it with care, 
kindness, and pro-
fessionalism.

Of course, this 
EMS scenario is 
far from realistic 
(not the chest pain 
part), but when we 
are sick or injured, 
do you care about 
the cost and logis-
tics of your medi-
cal wish list? As your County 
Judge (and paramedic), I of-
ten think about how we can 
deliver high-quality care at a 
reasonable cost. EMS agen-
cies across the country are 
struggling with this issue, and 
we are not immune to that 

challenge in Brew-
ster County. Most 
EMS services in this 
country are either 
government-run or 
involve taxpayer 
subsidies to oper-
ate. And there’s the 
rub. With rising la-
bor costs, increasing 
capital costs (new 
ambulances today 

run about $300,000+), and 
falling reimbursement rates, 
EMS operations are constantly 
in search of funds. Where does 
that come from? In the end, 
your pocketbook and mine. 
And that can be as painful as 
your chest discomfort.

Now, I’m not suggesting we 
reduce EMS services. In fact, I 
would encourage us to spend 
the right money to maintain 
a highly skilled, professional 
medical crew with good, mod-
ern equipment. But paying for it 
is a challenge. As a community, 
I would ask you to give some 
thought as to what you want 
your EMS to look like and drop 
me a line at county.judge@
co.brewster.tx.us. I welcome 
your comments and ideas.

And the next time you see 
your EMS crew at the grocery 
store or around town, tell ‘em 
thanks. They do a fabulous job 
of taking care of us when we 
are having a bad day.

GREG 
         HENINGTON
Brewster County Judge

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

Donald J. Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

202-456-1111

Tony Gonzales

United States House 

of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

202-225-4511

John Cornyn

United States Senate

517 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4305

202-224-2934

Ted Cruz

United States Senate

185 Dirksen Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4306

202-224-5922

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.avalanche.com
www.co.brewster.tx.us
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.leonaldridge.com
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Send your community events to kara.
gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 10, 17, 24, 31 Birding on 
the Wild Side, 9-10:30 a.m. at Da-
vis Mountains State Park. Meet at 
the front offi  ce with binoculars, 
water, a hat, and sunscreen.

May 13 Home School Pro-

gram, 10 a.m. to noon at Da-
vis Mountains State Park. Free 
outdoor education program for 
grades 1-5. Register online at 
the park website on the event 
tab listing.

May 14, 28 Bird Discovery 
Walk, 9-10:30 a.m. at Davis 
Mountains State Park. Meet at 
the Interpretive Center and bring 
binoculars.

May 17 Dutch Oven Demo,

2-3:30 p.m. at Davis Mountains 
State Park. Meet at the Interpre-
tive Center to learn about bygone 
cooking techniques and sample 
homemade cherry cobbler. First 
come, fi rst served.

May 21 Master Natural-

ist Hike, 9-10:30 a.m. at Davis 
Mountains State Park. Meet at 
the CCC Rock Lookout for this 

mile-and-a-half moderate hike 
to learn about the park, its geol-
ogy, ecology, and history.

May 21 Dark Sky Tour, 9-10 
p.m. at Davis Mountains State 
Park. Meet at the CCC Rock Look-
out (far end of Skyline Drive), and 
bring a chair and red-lamp fl ash-
light. Dog friendly.

May 24 Alpine Cowboys Home 

Run 5k and 10k, 9 a.m. start for 
10k and 9:15 a.m. start for 5k. 
This will be followed by an Al-
pine Cowboys inner squad game 
at 11:30 a.m.

May 31 Snakes of the Park,

2-3 p.m. at Davis Mountains 
State Park. Meet at the Inter-
pretive Center to fi nd out what 
snakes call the area home.

July 7-8 SRSU STEAM Camp,

9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for students 
entering grades 5th-8th. Tuition 
is free, and the camp will be in 
the Espino Conference rooms A 
and B in the University Center at 
Sul Ross. Snack and lunch will be 
provided. Campers will explore 
geology, biology, theatre, music, 
movement, and careers.

July 14 Science of Stem Lit-

eracy Conference, 9 a.m. at Sul 
Ross State University. Educators 
may register at https://sites.
google.com/view/science-of-
stem-literacy/home.

July 22 Peak Performance 

Youth Camp, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Museum of the Big Bend on the 
Sul Ross campus. Admission is 
free, and the camp is for 4th-8th 
graders. Interested participants 
may register at https://sites.
google.com/view/middleschool-
camp/home.

July 23 H2O and You Summer 

Camp, for 4th-8th grades only, 
at the Museum of the Big Bend 
on the Sul Ross Campus. Inter-

ested participants may register at 
https://sites.google.com/view/
h20andyou/home. 

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 
E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules are 
available on the front door. For 
more information, call 915-562-
4081 or aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting,

noon Tuesdays at the Alpine Food 
Bank, 933 East Gallego Street. 
Meeting room faces east.   

American Legion Post 79 

meeting, 6:30 p.m., second Mon-
day each month, Legion Hall, 306 
W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 

meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave.  

Big Bend Amateur Radio Club 

meeting, 7 p.m., second Tuesday 
each month, Frontier Masonic 
Lodge #766, 2300 Highway 118 
North.

Big Bend Community Chorale 
rehearsals on Monday evenings 
at 6 p.m. in the Sul Ross Fine 

Arts Building, Room 200. All are 
welcome, but first contact An-

drew Alegria at Andrew.alegria@
sulross.edu, call 432-837-8216, 
or visit bbcchorale.wixsite.com/
bbcc.   

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine 
Public Library by appointment 
only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-
2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-
837-2621 to make an appoint-
ment.  

First Friday Song Swap, 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. Far West Guitars, 114 N. 
6th Street, the fi rst Friday of each 
month.

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-
2621 to make an appointment.  

Hike with Homeless Dogs, 9 
a.m. to 10 a.m. every Thursday at 
the Davis Mountains State Park 
Interpretive Center in collabora-
tion with Grand Companions. For 
more information, contact Char-
lie Ewing at 432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, noon 
to 1 p.m., fi rst and third Wednes-
days at the American Legion. 

VFW Post 7207, 10 a.m., sec-
ond Saturday of each month at 
605 E. Ave F. All members are 
welcome. 

Mother’s Day is 
this Sunday, so 

tell me something 
special about your 

mom.

Heard 
on the

STREET

Mike Kidd: She 
was the best mom 
you could ask for. 

She was a nurse for 
years. Unfortunately, 
we lost her in 2021.

Stu Redding: My 
mom makes the 

best spaghetti and 
meatballs you’ll ever 
put in your mouth!

Emily Vaughn: She 
gave me birth. � at’s 

the nicest thing I 
can say about her.

Norma Jones:
My mother was a 
wonderful person. 

She was always there 
for us kids, and she 
always had a hug 

ready to go.

L

L

L

Josephine Pacheco:
I’ve got two moms, 
and they’re the best! 
I’ve got a great mom 
and great stepmom!

L

Marfa’s Francisco Rosas traveled to the State Visual 
Art Scholastic Event (VASE) competition in San Mar-
cos, April 25-26, where he received a medal for his 
artwork titled Electric Dandelions. The competition 
is hosted by the Texas Art Education Association and 
recognizes exemplary high school student artwork.

Alpine ISD nurse Gayla Owen gave a presenta-
tion to next year’s incoming freshmen about her 
CTE nursing program that allows students to 
become a certifi ed nursing assistant by the time 
they graduate high school.

Courtesy photo

Shorthorn wins medal 

in art competition

AISD nurse presents 

to incoming freshman

Meet Cupcake!
She was found as a stray 

in mid-April within the city 
limits of Alpine. She has 
done very well interacting 
with other dogs of all siz-
es. She is a little shy when 
meeting new people, but 
she warms up quickly and 
wants to be by your side. 
Cupcake does well on a 
leash and does not pull; she 
is curious about her envi-
ronment and keeps her ken-
nel clean.

Cupcake is a Heeler and 
Australian Shepherd mix, 
both highly intelligent 
breeds. We would expect 
her to be intuitive about 
commands, have high ener-
gy, have strong herding in-
stincts, and be very in tune 
with her owners. This dog 
needs regular activity and a 
job! She is not the kind of 
dog that you can leave in a 
backyard and expect to be 
satisfi ed with life. She will 
need plenty of physical and 
mental exercise.

Cupcake is spayed, mi-
crochipped, and vaccinated. 
Come see her at Alpine Ani-
mal Services Shelter, 2900 
Old Marathon Hwy. 

Stay tuned for a Canine 
Ice Cream Social next 
month.

Work on your fitness 
goals and help the commu-
nity. Contact Alpine Ani-
mal Services to volunteer to 
walk dogs, play with pup-
pies in the yard, or interact 

with the cats. Thirty min-
utes of your day can make a 
huge diff erence to the shel-
ter and the animals.

Call 432-837-2532 to do-
nate, foster, or volunteer for 
the Alpine Humane Society. 
Support the Alpine Humane 
Society Thrift Store and 
Cattery with donated fur-
nishings, décor, and house-
hold goods. It will soon be 
time for kitten fosters; we 
provide supplies and sup-
port, so come in and sign 
up to be a foster at the Thrift 
Store.

Pet promotions are cour-
tesy of the Alpine Humane 
Society. Alpine Animal Ser-
vices handles pet adoptions 
at the city shelter, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
seven days a week, at 2900 
E. Old Marathon Highway. 
For information about shel-
ter pet adoptions, cremation 
services, or lost/found pets, 
call the shelter at 432-837-
9030. If you fi nd a stray or 
injured pet, contact the Al-
pine Police Department at 
432-837-3486 to dispatch 
an Animal Control Offi  cer.

PET OF THE WEEK

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

COCINERO: Beef•Chicken•Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl•Jalapeno and 

Cilantro Soup•Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with 

Onion Jam and Pico de Gallo•Bacon Wrapped 

Asparagus•Tumbleweed Onion Rings with Spicy 

Serrano Ketchup•Alpine Black Bean & Chicken 

Nachos 
---------

CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a 

Kaiser Roll•Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with 

Cream Cheese, Corn and Peppers Carne Asada 

with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas•Chicken Caesar 

Wrap with Hand Cut Fries•Tenderloin Tacos with 

Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce•Grilled Chicken 

Breast topped with Mango Chutney 
---------

SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

(Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup 

Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup 

1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant 
Guide

$6 a week gets you a spot in our 
restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.google.com/view/science-of
www.google.com/view/middleschool
https://sites.google.com/view
www.aa-intergroup.org
www.sulross.edu
www.bbcchorale.wixsite.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
www.mmoftexas.com
www.bigbend.com


 
Page 6  Alpine Avalanche  Thursday, May 8, 2025

 Sports

The Alpine Middle 
School tennis team held 
its District tournament 
on Saturday at the courts 
on the Sul Ross campus. 
The 7th- and 8th-grade 
teams earned the District 
4- 3A title against Ker-
mit.

The seventh-grade 
boys’ doubles team of Ty 
Ritchie and Brody War-
ren clutched the number 
one spot, while the David 
De La O and Davis Ed-
wards team earned sec-
ond for AMS.

Rayah Ramos and 
Harper Holland’s dou-
bles team earned second 
place for the girls, and 
Sienna Barton and Victo-
ria Mucharraz took third.

The girls earned first 
and third place in sev-
enth-grade singles, with 
Zoe Munoz taking the 
gold and Caisyn Hinojos 
taking the bronze. Ro-
man Holguin won first 
place for the boys, and 
Rhyder Vasquez took 
second. 

The eighth graders also 
dominated the Yellow 
Jackets, with three fi rst-
place fi nishes, two sec-

ond-place fi nishes, and a 
lone third-place win.

The girls clutched fi rst 
and third place on top of 
the podium in the dou-
bles category, with the 
teams of Haily Adams 
and Shannon Tamale 
taking the gold and Is-
ela Carrasco and Isabel 
Villanueva taking the 
bronze.

Just as the seventh-
grade boys’ doubles 
teams did, the eighth 
graders powered over 
Kermit, earning Alpine 
the top two spots on the 
podium. Matthias Prieto 
and Matthew Reagan’s 

doubles team earned the 
gold, while Barry Young 
and Zane Billings earned 
the silver for the Bucks.

The Bucks also domi-
nated the court in the 
singles competition, with 
seventh grader Zoe Mu-
noz clinching the first-
place spot while Caisyn 
Hinojos took third. Ro-
man Holguin earned the 
gold for the seventh-
grade boys, and Rhyder 
Vaszquez earned the sil-
ver.

Wrapping up middle 
school tennis for the 
tournament was Leah 
Struthers, who clinched 

the first-place spot in 
girls singles for eighth 
grade, and the boys’ 
Abram Portillo earned 
second.

Head Coach Lauren 
Martinez said, “They 
had an amazing season 
full of growth in all areas 
of the game. This group 
is very dedicated and 
thoroughly enjoys ten-
nis, which shows in their 
performance this season. 
They have had medal-
ists at each tournament 
we have attended and 
are always working on 
improving for the next 
tournament. I’m proud 

of their hard work and 

glad to be part of their 

successes. I can’t wait 

to watch them grow in 

their skills as they move 

up through high school. I 

can’t take all the credit; 

Coach Ramos has been 

a great help at practices 

and meets all season, 

and Mr. Nathan Struthers 

makes time to be at each 

practice and tournament, 

ready to help and give 

excellent expertise. It’s 

been a collective eff ort, 

and I’m thankful for all 

of the support we’ve re-

ceived.”

AMS tennis takes District by storm

AMS Tennis District Champions, 8th-grade team AMS Tennis District Champions, 7th-grade team

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Big Bend High School senior Brooke Jenks placed third in Abilene recently in the Regional track and 
fi eld competition. 

Courtesy photo

Paisano places third at Regionals

www.alpineavalanche.com

• COLD PRESS

• SMALL BATCH

• SMOOTHIES

• BOWLS

• JUICES

208 West Holland Avenue • Alpine •  Texas 79830 • (432) 386-0759

Monday-Saturday 7-6 • Sunday 10-4
Stop in or order online today!

JUICE BAR

2600 EAST US 90 W  ALPINE • 432-837-5792
MON.-FRI. 8-6 - SAT. 8-3

Springtime in West Texas

Vintage Tee’s • Game Guard

Hey Dude • Turtle Box

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

Ace Granado, Sophomore at Alpine High School, made a hole in
one last Sunday on number 17 at Alpine Country Club. Ace is also a

member of the Golf Team.

ACE GRANADO, SOPHOMOREACE GRANADO, SOPHOMORE

www.alpineavalanche.com
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Golf enthusiasts hit the links on Saturday at Alpine’s golf course as part of a fundraiser for Alpine High 
School’s Project Graduation. From left, Alvin Teichroeb, Denver Loewen, Mike Elmer, Ace Granado, 
J.T. Maroney, and Adrian Lujan.

Courtesy photo

Project Graduation fundraises with golf

Maryfer Martinez of Marfa High School quali-
fi ed and played at the State golf tournament re-
cently, placing 34th out of 72 golfers. Martinez 
is a senior this year.

Courtesy photo

AHS golfer Ace Granado completed every golf-
er’s dream on Sunday with a hole-in-one on the 
#17 hole at the Alpine Golf Course. Granado is 
one of Alpine High School’s top varsity golfers.

Courtesy photo

Shorthorn senior 

competes at State

Golfer makes it in one

Seventh graders Brody 
Warren and Ty Ritchie 
do a bit of clownin’ 
around after win-
ning the District boys’ 
double tournament.

Photo by Micaela Ritchie

Clownin’ 

around

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

900 E. Avenue E 

Alpine Texas

Dear Big Bend Friends,

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the last 

22 years of patronage. We are forever grateful 

because of amazing guest like you. 

As we transition to a new stage in our lives, 

Bill and Monika Story 

will continue

to serve you with pride.

May God Bless you.

    George and Irma Campbell
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Big Bend National Park,” 
E. E. Townsend sits sen-
tinel on a plateau high 
above the Rio Grande in 
what would become the 
national park on June 12, 
1944.

Several of these his-
toric images are part of 
the Travis Roberts col-
lection, which is housed 
in the Val Clark Beard 
Office Complex. Rob-
erts, who passed away 
in 2021, was chairman 
of the Brewster County 
Historical Commission 
for many years and was 
one of the foremost ex-
perts on the county’s rich 
history.

“We are so thankful 
for the many photos that 
Marathon historian Tra-
vis Roberts donated to 
Brewster County, and for 
all the photos that the Ar-
chives of the Big Bend, 
on the Sul Ross campus, 
has digitized from their 
extensive collections. 

Visitors to the exhibit 
should come away with a 
nice ‘snapshot’ of life in 
Brewster County during 
the fi rst half of the 20th 
century, and especially 
how Alpine has changed 
from then to now,” added 
Walter.

Thanks to the hard 
work of people like Wal-
ter, Wendy Little, direc-
tor of Texas Mountain 
Trail, and Abbey Branch, 
director of Historic Al-
pine, this unique exhibit 
is available to everyone.

“We wanted to cap-
ture the spirit of rural 
life here: the people, the 
place, and the everyday 
moments that tell a big-
ger story. These images 
refl ect both where we’ve 
been and where we’re 
going. Our hope is that 
visitors see something 
familiar, something sur-
prising, maybe both. 
Whether you grew up in 
a town like this or are just 

passing through, we in-
vite visitors to pause and 
refl ect on what makes ru-
ral places matter,” Little 
commented.

“I’ve spent hours in 
the archives looking at 
historic photos of Brews-
ter County. It has always 
been one of my favorite 
pastimes. At the open-
ing, seeing locals crowd 
around the images, point-

ing out familiar land-
marks, faces, and shar-
ing stories, brought it all 
to life,” said Branch.

The main Crossroads 
exhibition is currently at 
the Los Portales Museum 
in San Elizario, off ering 
a powerful and thought-
provoking look at where 
we’ve been, where we 
are now, and the future 
of rural America.

EXHIBIT • FROM 1

BASEBALL • FROM 1

David Kowal, former art history lecturer and lo-
cal photographer, takes in the remarkable photo-
graphs curated for the new museum exhibit.

ful season. I’m proud of 
them as an overall pro-
gram.”

Last week, the Bucks 
nearly forced a district 
title showdown with 
Anthony but fell short 
after a late-inning rally 
by Kermit. The Yellow 
Jackets scored three runs 
in the top of the seventh 
to take a one-run lead, 
dropping Alpine to sec-
ond place in the district. 
Regardless, the Bucks 
advanced to face Lamesa 
in a three-game Bi-Dis-
trict Championship series 
in Pecos.

The final score of 
Game 1 on Friday, May 
2, doesn’t fully reflect 
the competitive spirit Al-
pine brought to the fi eld.

David Valenzuela kept 
Lamesa scoreless until 
the third inning, allowing 
only one run through fi ve 
innings. However, Lame-
sa’s pitcher kept Alpine’s 
offense in check, limit-
ing the Bucks to just two 
hits. Lamesa added a run 
in the sixth and three 
more in the seventh to 
secure a 5–0 win.

Game 2, played Satur-
day, saw Lamesa jump 
to an early lead, scoring 
two runs in the fi rst in-
ning, one in the second, 
and three in the third. 
Alpine fi nally answered 
in the fourth when Iden 
Lujan drove in the team’s 
fi rst run.

With two outs in the 
top of the fi fth and run-
ners on second and third, 
the Bucks appeared 
poised for a comeback. 
Lujan hit a ball to left 
field, driving in Devon 
Rojo from third.

Then, the game took an 
unexpected and troubling 
turn.

Lamesa pitcher Mi-
chael Moreno, a junior, 
appeared to be running 
to third base to back 
up the throw from the 
outfield. Alpine’s Leon 
Mucharraz, who had 
been on second, tagged 
up and advanced to third. 
Instead of positioning 
himself behind the base, 
Moreno kept running to-
ward Alpine Head Coach 
Adam Llanez and as-

saulted him, shoving him 
to the ground.

Coach Llanez’s son, 
A.J. Llanez, charged 
from the dugout and 
shoved Moreno in de-
fense of his father. What 
followed was a bench-
clearing confrontation.

Pecos-Barstow-Toyah 
Superintendent Brent 
Jaco, whose district host-
ed the game, said campus 
police quickly intervened 
to separate the teams and 
restore order on the fi eld.

After police, coaches, 
and staff  calmed the situ-
ation, the umpires were 
left to decide how to pro-
ceed. At that point, Al-
pine still had seven outs 
remaining in the game 
and had just begun build-
ing off ensive momentum 
that could have led to a 
Game 3.

Instead of ejecting the 
players directly involved 
and continuing the game, 
the umpires, after con-
tacting the UIL, decided 
to call the game, award-
ing Lamesa the win and 
the Bi-District Champi-
onship.

“[The campus police] 
then ensured an orderly 
departure of all the fans, 
which made life easier 
for everyone,” said Jaco, 
adding that the presence 
of PBTISD police helped 
ensure safety for all in-
volved.

The decision stunned 
Alpine fans, who were 
left with unanswered 
questions: Why was 
Lamesa awarded the win 
despite initiating the al-
tercation? Why wasn’t 
Alpine allowed to fi nish 
the game and try to com-
plete the comeback? Will 
Moreno, who instigated 
the incident, be permit-
ted to pitch in the next 
round?

UIL Assistant Athletic 
Director A.J. Martinez 
did not respond to re-
quests for comment, and 
both Lamesa and Alpine 
school districts offered 
little more than “no 
comment” on possible 
suspensions as the UIL 
continues to review the 
incident.

“We sincerely regret 

how this situation ended 
our successful baseball 
season,” said Alpine ISD 
Superintendent Michelle 
Rinehart. “This was 
clearly an unfortunate 
event and does not rep-
resent the high standards 
for discipline and sports-
manship we hold our stu-
dent-athletes to. We have 
reported the incident to 
the UIL and implement-
ed internal processes to 
address this incident and 
mitigate similar potential 
events in the future.”

Both districts declined 
to confi rm whether any 
players would be sus-
pended.

“The UIL has yet to 
rule as to which student-
athletes from Lamesa of-
fi cially will face suspen-
sions in the next round, 
but Lamesa will be ad-
vancing,” said Lamesa 
Athletic Director Efrain 
Ramos. “Unfortunate-
ly, the series ended the 
way it did, but it was the 
judgment of the umpires 
to rule a ‘no contest’ in 
Game 2, followed by 
ejections for Game 3, in 
turn leading to the se-
ries not being able to be 
played out.

“Regardless of our 
opinion, we support their 
decision to uphold good 
sportsmanship in high 
school athletics. We have 
moved on to our next op-
ponent.”

When asked if any Al-
pine players or staff  were 
disciplined, Rinehart re-
sponded, “In accordance 
with federal and state 
law, we do not comment 
on matters involving staff  
or student discipline.”

According to the UIL 
website, the entity does 
not prohibit Texas public 
schools from discussing 
student-athlete suspen-
sions with the media. 
However, many schools 
cite the Family Educa-
tional Rights and Privacy 
Act (FERPA)—a federal 
law protecting the priva-
cy of student education 
records—to avoid releas-
ing personally identifi-
able information without 
parental consent.

Because sports sus-

pensions are part of a 
student’s education re-
cord, FERPA generally 
prevents disclosure, even 
though UIL rules do not 
prohibit schools from 
doing so. As a result, 
districts often default to 
citing “student privacy” 
when asked about disci-
plinary outcomes.

Lamesa ISD Superin-
tendent David Ritchey 
also expressed remorse.

“This is an isolated in-
cident that does not rep-
resent what Lamesa ISD 
stands for,” Ritchey said. 
“We will cooperate with 
UIL while also address-
ing it internally. We will 
ensure that nothing of 
this caliber takes place 
again. We will move for-
ward with the expecta-
tion that those who put 
on the black and gold for 
Lamesa ISD represent our 
teams, schools, and com-
munity the right way.”

While privacy laws 
like FERPA restrict 
schools from disclosing 
specifi c disciplinary ac-
tions, Alpine ISD empha-
sized its student-athletes’ 
broader development and 
values.

“Our players and 
coaches work tirelessly 
to improve themselves 
on and off  the fi eld,” said 
Rinehart. “Any time they 
put on an Alpine Bucks 
jersey, they know they 
are representing more 
than themselves, more 
than their families—they 
are representing our en-
tire community.

“Our kids are second-
to-none—and they are 
just that, kids. I am proud 
of their hard work in ev-
erything they do, from 
excelling in the class-
room to improving on 
the fi eld to learning les-
sons from tough situa-
tions, as they grow into 
young men and women.”

Coach Llanez did not 
respond to requests for a 
response on the incident 
or the team’s season.

God Bless America

Call JT for details or email
publisher@alpineavalanche.com | 837-3334

or come by!

Parents,
For overFor over

1100 years,00 years,
The Alpine AvalancheThe Alpine Avalanche has been  has been 
recognizing area Graduates!recognizing area Graduates!

On On May 22May 22, Your Hometown , Your Hometown 
Newspaper will publish the AnnualNewspaper will publish the Annual

Salute to Area GraduatesSalute to Area Graduates..
Our staff will help you design a creative Our staff will help you design a creative 
salute to your special graduate that salute to your special graduate that 
you will cherish for years to come!you will cherish for years to come!

We are standing by with samples We are standing by with samples 
of award-winning layouts, ready to of award-winning layouts, ready to 

assist you!assist you!

We love you, Mia! 

~Mom, Dad, Naida, Bo, Nick, JB, Rea, Lex and boys 

God is within her, 

She will not fall…

MiaMia
AVAILABLE SIZES:

Business card - $50

2x4 - $100

Index (5x5) - $135

5x7 - $155

5x9 - $200

5x10 - $250

Deadline: May 7th • Publish: May 22nd 

Clancey Newman
Class of 2024

Be true and honest 

with yourself...

Be straight and 

kind to others...

Remember it's not 

your destination, but  

the journey you have 

to get there.

We wish you adventure 

and experiences that 

match the richness and 

size of your heart and 

character. We know 

you will do well. 

We are so proud 

of you.

Go with God!

Love you, Dad 

and Mama
ddddddddddddd dddddd

We cannot wait for 
your next chapter, 
you are going to do 
great things!

Love Mom, Dad & Kylie

Ali,

MAY MEMBERSHIP DRIVE • NO INITIATION FEE

Premium Clubhouse and Lockeroom Discounts with memberships 
Family: $113/ month

Individual: $97/month
Non- Resident: $59/ month

Active Duty- Law Enforcement: $97/ month

Members pay no green fees, play as much as you like 

   Valid thru May 30

THURSDAY NIGHT SCRAMBLES

 BALL ROOM RENTAL

 FULL KITCHEN

 FULL BAR

COME BY TODAY 

FOR APPLICATION.

In what activities did 
you participate in 
high school?
I competed in football, 
track, and basketball.

Who was your 
favorite teacher/
coach and why?
My favorite was Coach 
Dominguez for his hard-
working mentality and 
good sense of humor.

What was your 

favorite moment in 
the last four years?
My favorite memory 
was junior year when 
we went to football 
practice in our own 
jerseys.

What are your plans 
after high school?
To go to college and get 
a degree somewhere in 

earn my doctorate.

SE
NIO

R

Spot
ligh

t

Sponsored bySSS ddd bbb

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Logan SmithLogan Smith

www.farmers.com/companies/state/.insurers
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Alpine Avalanche

Photos from the Alpine Avalanche Archives at Archives of the Big Bend, 
Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library and Portal of Texas.  

Dear Neil, I bought 

two pomegranates and 

have been growing them 

for several years. Every 

year they bloom beauti-

fully, but I never get any 

fruit. Did I buy a type 

that doesn’t make fruit?

I can’t see the indi-
vidual flowers in your 
photo print well enough 
to tell which type you 
have. Some ornamental 
pomegranates have larger, 
showier fl owers with two 
or three times as many 
petals as the fruiting 
types’ fl owers. The orna-
mental types look like or-
ange-red carnations (see 
my photo) but will not 
produce fruit. I suspect 
that’s what you have. But 
they’re beautiful.

Dear Neil, I hope you 

can help me with weeds 

in my Bermuda lawn. 

I have tried weedkill-

ers, yet here we are in 

May, and dandelions 
are still popping up. I’ve 

even used “vegetation 
killers.” Hand pulling 

didn’t get rid of them. 
What can I do?

I can’t tell if I’m seeing 
more than just the dande-
lions, but at least I’m not 
seeing nutsedge, dallis-
grass, or Johnsongrass, 
the three most difficult 
weeds to eliminate.

For your dandelions, 
they should be quick 
work for a broadleafed 
weedki l ler  contain-
ing 2,4-D. I very much 
prefer to use a 2-gal-
lon pump sprayer so I 
can apply it specifi cally 
to my weeds in limited 
amounts and in a way 
that just coats their leaf 
surfaces completely. I 
try not to have drop-
lets running off onto 
the ground. Read and 

follow label directions 

for best results. And be 

patient. It may take a 

week or two for results 

to become completely 

evident.

Any grassy weeds that 

are left over after the 

bad ones I mentioned 

earlier should be easily 

crowded out by vigorous 

bermudagrass. Apply an 

all-nitrogen lawn fertil-

izer that has 30 to 40 per-

cent of that nitrogen in 

slow-release form and 

water it deeply into the 

soil. Repeat the feedings 

every 8 to 12 weeks and 

keep your lawn watered 

deeply during the hot 

summer weather. Mow 

every fi ve to seven days 

at 1-1/4 to 1-1/2 inches. 

Those steps alone should 

help it crowd out almost 

all your weeds.

Dear Neil, I have a 

Bermudagrass front 

yard with two large 

oak trees prohibiting 

Bermudagrass from 

growing beneath them. 

What is the best way to 

prepare the ground to 

ensure my St. Augustine 

will survive? Will it take 

over my yard? What’s 

the best time to plant St. 

Augustine?

St. Augustine can be 
planted anytime now 
through the end of the 
summer, but the sooner 
the better. However, I 
would be cautious be-
fore you spend much 
money. Even St. Au-
gustine needs fi ve or six 
hours of sunlight daily to 
thrive. This is the most 
common question I’m 
asked, and in a huge ma-
jority of the cases people 

end up telling me that 
the new sod failed and 
that they wished they 
had planted a shade-
tolerant groundcover in 
the fi rst place. To fi nish 
the answer, if you do de-
cide to plant sod, rototill 
one to two inches deep, 
rake to a smooth grade, 
and the area would be 
ready for sodding. Oh, 
and yes, St. Augustine 
is the most dominant of 
our lawngrasses. Given 
good care, it will crowd 
out all others.

Have a question you’d 
like Neil to consider? E-
mail him at mailbag@
sperrygardens.com. Neil 
regrets that he cannot reply 
to questions individually.

Ornamental pomegranates can still have showy fl owers

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG
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TEXAS

CROSSWORD
by Charley & Guy Orbison
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  swabs the fl oor

  5  in Haskell County

      on highway 6

  6  hearty meat and

      vegetable dish

  7  emerg. notifi cation

      syst. in SE TX

  8  secondary sch. in

      Taylor Co. seat

  9  TXism: “if _  ___ 

      ___ wings he’d be

      an eagle”

16  Steeler defensive

      star from Texas:

      “____” Joe Greene

18  it was a _________

      loud party

21  TX Nolan Ryan has

      the most __-hitters

22  fi bbed

23  Beeville’s county

24  train area where

      drinks and snacks

      are sold (2 wds.)

30  TXism: “____’__  

      ___ the dogs out

      from under the

      porch” (exciting)

34  Texans might use

      it for an ID (abbr.)

35  get married or stay

      in a B&B at “_____

      Farm” near Sandia

36  TX Tanya sang “Can

      _  ___ You Tonight”

37  protruding bay

      window

39  TXism: “got my

      ____  _______

      trimmed” (defeated)

43  explosive liquid

44  nonfunctioning

45  “Hook ‘__ Horns!”

  1  in Independence,

      TX: “___  ___

      Houston House”

  2  TXism: “don’t throw  

      ___  ___ baby with

      the bath water”

  3  Mount _______, TX

  4  Texas Nokona ball 

      gloves: hand-____

  9  late “Cowpokes”

      artist (init.)

10  TXism: “________

      calf rope” (gave up)

11  ____ “Bum” Phillips

46  TXism: “____ the fat”

      (converse)

47  shallow end (2 wds.)

49  TXism: “clings like a tick

      to a ____  ___”

52  Texas band ZZ Top’s 3rd

      album: “____ Hombres”

53  “Only the Lonely” singer

       from Texas (init.)

54  TXism: “hard work

      _____ the fences up”

55  mom & dad

58  TXism: “bat

      __  ___lash”

      (blink)

59  this Adams found

      the Glen Rose

      dinosaur tracks (init.)

60  TX Denton who

      was “The Grappler”

61  ___ Ocean, TX

12  Texas basketballer,

      “Cadillac” Anderson

13  TXism: “fi ts like

      ____  __ a horse”

14  TXism: “frisky as __

      unsaddled horse”

15  interim president of

      Texas, Burnet (init.)

17  TX Nolan Ryan

      specialty (2 wds.)

19  TX Ginger’s co-star

      Francis in “Romance

      in Manhattan” (1935)

20  “______ Rose of

      Texas”

24  Texas-born director,

      Kowalski (init.)

25  Texas pest: fi re ___

26  squirrel on a Texas

      highway: “____ kill”

27  TX Tommy Lee

      Jones 1994 legal

      thriller: “The ____”

28  “One for all, and 

      ___  ___ one”

29  prove to be wrong

31  TX Mary Kay ___

32  golf ball support

P-1740

2221

30 31 32

23

34

36 37

40

29

41 4342

33

38

48

45 46

49 50 51

56 57

35

54

44

53

17

33  muscles on the back

      of the upper arm

38  fi xer upper: “__  

      ___ possibilities”

40  TX Tierney’s “Where

      the Sidewalk ____”  

41  “___ in the hole”  

42  Texas-based “_____

      ___ the Bandit II”

48  TX Nat Stuckey

      wrote “___  _ Top”

50  Texas-born Autry

51  TXism: “it ain’t ___

      in cement”

56  not a Hispanic

57  Texas soldier in 

      the Civil War

Last Puzzle

 Solution

S-1739

       S T A N
       H O L E
       A M E S
       K B U S
       E A T  F B I  A F A C E
       A L I N E I N  S O N O R A
       S L A Y T O N  A R N O L D
  H O G S A T  N E A L    C A K E
  G A E T T I     O N I C E
    M A R C  A B A G O F B O N E S
     T I K I T I K I    F A C E D
     S U A V E  E C K  S O F T A S
      M T    R A E  A N T O N
           S L Y  N E A R
            P E A K
            E D S
            S U E
            T P A    

May 15, 1958 May 22, 1958

Sale ends 5/31/25

May 29, 1958

www.mccoys.com
www.mccoys.com
www.sperrygardens.com
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Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your ad the fi rst day of pub-

lication. We are only responsible for the fi rst incorrect 

insertion of any ad. Publisher’s liability for damages re-

sulting from errors in any advertising that it has agreed to 

publish shall be limited to the amount actually received 

by the publisher in consideration for its agreement to 

publish the advertisement in question. It shall not be 

responsible for any consequential damages suff ered by 

any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due in the offi  ce by 12:00 

(noon) on Tuesday.

HOURS- You may place your ad in person at 704 E. 

Holland, Alpine, TX 79830 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call 432-

837-3334.

CANCELLATIONS - All ads may be cancelled for the 

next publication until 12:00 (noon) on the Monday be-

fore publication.

ACCEPTANCE - The publisher wants to do everything 

that is possible within the confi nes of good taste and 

legal constraints to help you advertise your product or 

service to the best advantage. We reserve the right to 

edit or reject any copy or insertion that does not meet 

our standards of acceptance. The Alpine Avalanche does 

not run ads for anyone whose balance on previous ads is 

not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads must be paid in ad-

vance.

EMAIL - Send your Classifi ed Ads to the Al-

pine Avalanche by email at shelley.maroney

@alpineavalanche.com.

FOR RENT/LEASE GARAGE SALE GARAGE SALE

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539 

Cherry Street – 
Rental, 206-779-
6091

Residential/Com-
mercial house 
for rent. $950 
per month plus 
electric and water. 
$500 deposit re-
quired. Please call 
- 915-630-5445.

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fi ll the night 
audit. Excellent 
pay and benefi ts. 
Please apply in 
person at 2607 
West Highway 90. 

GARAGE SALE

Carport-Moving 
Sale Saturday 
and Sunday, 9 

a.m. to 1 p.m., 
404 S. Ferguson 
Street. Men’s 
clothes, shoes, 
and other house-
hold items.

MOVING sale - 

Friday, Saturday 

8-4 and Sunday 

from 8-1. 2005 

Longbranch. 

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

ARE YOU ADVERTISING?

To grow your business, you must increase

YOUR VISIBILITY.

To advertise, call us at

979-732-2304

Colorado CountyThe

Citizen
to advertise, call us at

432.837.3334
Alpine Avalanche

NOW HIRING 
BARTENDERS

All Shifts
Great Pay

Friendly Patrons

Apply in Person after 3:00 PM
with 

Andy Ramos 
or Fred Rodriguez

American Legion Post #79
306 W Sul Ross

Alpine TX

nature center      botanical gardens

MAINTENANCE & SITE MANAGER 

The Chihuahuan Desert Nature Center 

& Botanical Gardens is seeking an 

  

lgordon@cdri.org.

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

�� ��������	��
����

�� 
����������
�����
��

�� ���

�� �����
��������

����������������
������������

������������	������
����
�����
��

�� �
�����������	�
����������

�� ���������
���������
��
�����
��

����
�������������������

�� ��������

���
�	������������	����

    Part Time- 5pm- 8pm
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 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, 

 Alpine Location 

Now Hiring

Legal Notice: 

Application has been 
made with the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage 

Commission for a [Wine 
and Beer Retailer’s 
Permit] by [Ridka 

Adventures, LLC] dba 
[Sazzon Restaurant & 

Cantina], to be located 
at [901 E Holand Ave], 
[Alpine}, [Brewster], 
Texas. Officers of said 
corporation Ricardo 
Torres and Daynna 
Torres are owners.

Looking for a career, Village Farms is Hiring!

Site Compliance Coordinator

   reports

 
NOW HIRING 

Village Farms-FT Davis 
 

Office Coordinator – manage all administrative 

activity in an assigned greenhouse to effectively 

assist the local management team by ensuring 

efficiency and accuracy of all reported 

information to end users 

� Issue purchase orders, track deliveries 

and receive in system 

� Purchase supplies, research vendors 

and pricing 

� Supervise housekeeping department 

� Prepare and submit payroll data for 

processing  

� Perform customer service functions by 

answering phones and assist employees 

with requests and questions 

� Maintain various files and records 

� Bi-lingual (English/Spanish) required 

 

Full time position with competitive benefits 

package which includes: vacation, health, 

dental, vision, life and STD insurance, & 401k 

retirement plan 
 

Contact Information: 

Please call 682-647.1214 x 469 for any inquiries 

and resumes can be submitted to 

aanderson@villagefarms.com 

Applications @ Village Farms Security Stations 3 

miles N. Hwy 17, Marfa or 3 miles S. Hwy 17, 

Fort Davis  

Community 

Forward
Trusted since 1891

Locally owned

704 E Holland Ave, Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.avalanche.com


 

Pastor Reidling Coleman

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.
Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170
hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720
Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD
South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487
Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST
East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH
Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00
Worship @ 11:00
(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304
Fr. Hector Chicas,  Fr. Edroud Jean
ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa
(432) 729-4694

Fr. Hector Chicas,  Fr. Edroud Jean

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591
10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.
Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST
North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275
Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133
Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas
www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.

432-279-0744

atxredeemer@yahoo.com

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

Sunday Service @ 4:00pm

Wed Night Bible Study @ 5:00pm

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

 Latter-Day Saints
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

MESSIANIC
Hebraic Roots Aviv Fellowship 

Shabbat 12 Noon Saturday 

Chaplain’s Garvin & Stephanie Shiflet 

51160 TX-118 South, (432) 371-2999

HebraicRootsAvivFellowship.org

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AIThis Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

FORT DAVIS  |  ALPINE  |  PRESIDIO

WWW.MAVERICK.BANK  |  (432) 837-1888

“Ask, and it shall be given you; 

it shall be opened unto you; For 

opened.” The words of Jesus 
Christ”- 

Ephesians 4: 31-32

Woe unto them that call evil good, and 
good evil; that put darkness for light, 
and light for darkness; that put bitter for 
sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe unto 
them that are wise in their own eyes, and 
prudent in their own sight! 

  – Isaiah 5: 20 & 21

The Aavonic Blessing
“The Lord bless thee and keep thee; 
Lord make his face shine upon thee, 
and be gracious unto thee; The Lord 

lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace.  And they shall put my 
name upon the children of Israel; and I 

will bless them.”  Numbers 6:24-27

“If anyone loves the world, love for the 
Father is not in them.  For everything in 
the world  - the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life – comes 
not from the Father but from the world.  
The world and its desires pass away, 
but whoever does the will of God lives 
forever.” 1 John 2:15-17

It was a shock to wake up on the morn-
ing of April 21, 2025, to the news that Pope 
Francis had died from a stroke. It should have 
come as no surprise, considering the pontiff ’s 
illness and the amount of his activity during 
Holy Week and Easter Sunday. He mentioned 
how grateful he was to return to St. Peter’s 
Square, where thousands of believers gath-
ered near the Vatican, during Holy Week.

Whatever our thoughts may be about the 
expression of Christianity in the Roman 
Catholic tradition, one thing is certain. De-
spite all of his limitations, Francis pushed and 
pulled to bring a huge monolithic institution 
into the twenty-fi rst century through authen-
ticity, humbleness, and faith in God. He did 
this by following what Jesus lived and died 
for. He did this by knowing that the resurrec-
tion of Jesus urged him toward peace, justice, 
compassion, understanding, joy, and love. 
He did this by washing the feet of Muslims 
and by living with the people, that is, those 
someones without power and infl uence. He 
did not live in the papal quarters, but among 
those someones.

Francis spent time surrounded by the trap-
pings of great power but never forgot his 

humble beginnings, his love of futból (soc-
cer), and the thousands who disappeared dur-
ing a dark time in his native country of Ar-
gentina. He opened his heart to the poor, the 
marginalized, the immigrant, those terrorized 
by the horrors of war, whether it was actual 
war, like for those living in Gaza, or a culture 
war against a certain group of people, such as 
the LGBTQ+ community. Francis would call 
a diff erent Palestinian living in Gaza each day 
as a sign of his desire for peace and justice for 
all. He tried to elevate the position of women 
in the Catholic Church, though falling short.

Perhaps he can best be summed up in his 
fi nal Easter address: “Sisters and brothers, 
especially those of you experiencing pain 
and sorrow, your silent cry has been heard, 
and your tears have been counted; not one 
of them has been lost! In the passion and 
death of Jesus, God has taken upon himself 
all the evil in this world and, in his infi nite 
mercy, has defeated it. He has uprooted the 
diabolical pride that poisons the human heart 
and wreaks violence and corruption on every 
side. The Lamb of God is victorious! That is 
why, today, we can joyfully cry out: ‘Christ, 
my hope, has risen.’ Even if it seems like we 
try our hardest to destroy that hope in our hu-
man frailness.” RIP Francis, good and faithful 
servant.

Thursday, May 8, 2025  Alpine Avalanche  Page 11

BY REV. KATIE HUDAK
Rev. Katie Hudak

Remembering Pope Francis

It’s been 100 years 
since F. Scott Fitzgerald 
penned and published 
The Great Gatsby. This 
iconic novel portrays 
the American Dream of 
wealth and the social de-
cay of the Roaring 20s, 
and what better way to 
pay homage to Fitzger-
ald’s work or that time in 
history than to re-create 
some of the eats and 
drinks of the time.

The U.S. set its sights 
on economic prosperity 
in the 20s, focusing on 
consumerism and all-
around cultural debauch-
ery, with the popular-
ity of jazz music and the 
uprising of bootlegging 
and speakeasies due to 
prohibition. This social 
change, among others, 
brought forth the creation 
of drinks such as the Old 
Fashioned, the Mint Ju-
lep, scotch and soda, and 
the Tom Collins. Gin 
Rickeys and Sidecars 
were all the rage as well.

As for food, Oysters 

Rockefeller hit the stage 
along with Dirty Martini 
Shrimp Cocktails.

This time of excess 
also included simpler 
fare, such as salmon cro-
quettes, classic deviled 
eggs, pigs in a blanket, 
and curried-egg tea sand-
wiches. And of course, 
no celebration of that 
time would be complete 
without dessert, such as a 
chocolate-raspberry ice-
box cake.

New favorites also en-
tered the scene with the 
likes of Caesar salads, 
pineapple upside-down 

cake, and finger foods 

such as cucumber sand-

wiches. All the favorites 

of the time were passed 

down through the gen-

erations for us to enjoy.

Something that may 

be news is that these 

finger-type foods, such 

as deviled eggs, pigs in 

a blanket, and cucum-

ber sandwiches, were 

served in the lower-end 

speakeasies of the day 

to help absorb the ille-

gal alcohol being con-

sumed. This helped to 
keep unwanted attention 
from law enforcers to a 
minimum. Higher-end 
establishments would 
usually offer sit-down 
meals with the more ex-
travagant food and drink 
options, but no matter 

the tax bracket, everyone 

had a great time imbib-

ing in rich food and il-

legal booze for a decade 

before the 1930s brought 

the Great Depression and 

with it a change in the 

landscape of America.

The Great Gatsby: Celebrate a century-old literary icon

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

CHOCOLATE RASPBERRY ICEBOX CAKE

INGREDIENTS

Cooking spray
2 pints vanilla ice cream, softened
1-pint raspberry sorbet, softened
1 (9-ounce) package chocolate 

wafer cookies, crushed (about 2 ½ 
cups)

1 cup heavy cream
3 tablespoons powdered sugar
1 package of fresh raspberries

DIRECTIONS

Lightly coat a 9x5-inch loaf pan 
with cooking spray. Line with parch-
ment paper, making sure all sides are 
fully covered and leaving a 2-inch 
overhang on all sides.

Fold softened ice cream and sor-
bet together in a large bowl until 
sorbet is just streaked through ice 
cream, but not quite swirled, two to 
three folds.

Sprinkle ½ cup crushed cookies 
into the bottom of the prepared loaf 
pan. Spread 1 ½ cups of ice cream 
mixture over crushed cookies.

Scatter 1/2 cup fresh raspberries 

over top, gently pressing into ice 

cream mixture. Repeat layers three 

times, ending with the remaining ½ 

cup of crushed cookies.

Wrap the loaf pan tightly with 

plastic wrap and freeze until the 

cake is fi rm, at least four hours and 

up to 24 hours.

Remove the ice cream cake from 

the freezer; unwrap and let stand at 

room temperature for fi ve minutes. 

Meanwhile, whisk together cream 

and powdered sugar in a medium 

bowl until stiff peaks form, about 

two minutes.

Lift the ice cream cake out of the 

loaf pan using the parchment paper 

overhang as handles and invert onto 

a large plate or platter. 

Dollop whipped cream over the 

top of the cake and garnish with ad-

ditional fresh raspberries.

Slice and serve.Chocolate Raspberry Icebox Cake

Courtesy photo

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.maverick.bank
www.hollycrossalpine.org
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www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
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Family owned for 30 years.

910 E Holland
Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

387 West I H 10, 2nd Floor 

(432) 336-2291 or (432) 336-2058

387 West I H 10, Suite B

( 432) 336-0700 

Family Care Center Walk-In Clinic

 511 N Main Street

( 432) 336-4544 

Make an appointment with our providers today! 

GOOD HEALTH REQUIRES 

MORE THAN LUCK! 

HEALTH

600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating 

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

BODY SHOP

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING

AND COOLINGAND COOLING
SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BEEF

Family Owned & Operated

Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. 

Alpine • 432-837-7275

Towing Available • Estimates

Family Owned

Served Alpine Since 1995 •

WINDSHIELD AND AUTOMOTIVE CALIBRATION

BODY SHOP

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS
FUELS

RYAN KINKADE

432-386-3296

P.O. BOX 1934

ALPINE, TX 79831

432-837-7179

BIGBENDCONCRETE@GMAIL.COM

CONCRETE

DENTAL

CLOCK REPAIR

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

Living It Up!
Brand New - Fully Renovated
New Managment and Tenants
Fully Furnished available
Leasing TODAY

Fort Stockton

Stockton Village Apartments
1101 W Sherer St, Fort Stockton

432-299-7042

APARTMENTS

BAIL BONDS

FreedomFreedom
Bail BondsBail Bonds

FORT STOCKTONFORT STOCKTON

432-336-6670432-336-6670

ALPINEALPINE

David "Wacky" Pallanez- AGENTDavid "Wacky" Pallanez- AGENT

432-837-3293432-837-3293

24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards Accepted24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards Accepted

CAR RENTAL

ONLINE BOOKING| FAST & EASY| INSURANCE

432.244.4454

222 W DICKINSON BLVD | FORT STOCKTON

WWW.SMALLTOWNCARRENTAL.COM

A THOMPSONGAS COMPANY

• Propane • Gasoline • Diesel • Lubricants

Alpine TX 432-837-2518
Marathon TX 432-386-4422

sold 

here!

801 E Holland Ave- Alpine TX

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.alpinepubliclibrary.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
www.smalltowncarrental.com
www.agavehomehealth.com
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The Fort Davis 
Spanish Club 

traveled to 
San Antonio 

to take part in 
the Fiesta and 

Cinco de Mayo 
celebrations.

Courtesy photo

Alpine Middle School 
tennis players Caisyn 
Hinojos, Harper Hol-
land, and Rayah Ramos 
get some rest after com-
peting against Kermit in 
the junior high District 
tennis tournament held 
on Saturday at Sul Ross.

Courtesy photo

Spanish 
Club visits 

San 
Antonio

Takin’ a 
breather

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TIRES

432-336-3314
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

WASTE MANAGEMENT

REAL ESTATE

SPA SERVICES

Time to Rejuvenate and
get ready for Summer.
Services: 

Laser Hair Removal, IPL Photofacials, Chemical 

Peels, Microneedling, HydraFacials, Dermaplaning 

Facials, Cosmetic Injectables, Body Scrubs, Body 

Mud Wraps,and Therapeutic Massages. 

7th Day Wellness Spa
Located inside

Hotel Parker 
2800 W Hwy90, Alpine, Tx 

Call Kelly Jo Newman 

for more info

432-837-1100
Monday - Friday • 9 am to 5 pm 
After 5 pm - Appointment Only 
Sat. & Sun. - Appointment Only

ROOFING

SEPTIC SERVICES

PLUMBING

RV SUPPLY

MAC
 SEPTIC PORTA POTTIES

Rick McIvor
Owner/ Operator
325-812-5541

RickMcivor7@gmail.com
P.O. Box 640

 Fort Davis, TX 79734

SEPTIC SERVICES

LIQUOR

704 W Holland Ave | Alpine, TX

(432) 837-7479

Drive Thru

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

901 W. Dickinson Blvd, Fort Stockton, Tx. 79735
(432) 336-8565

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
fortstocktoninsurance.com

GO PANTHERS & PROWLERS!GO PANTHERS & PROWLERS!

INSURANCE

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

We are local!
Drain Unstops | Leak Detections

Sewer Camera Inspections | and More!

432-290-8511
Now hiring helpers, apply now by texting our office number

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

God Bless America
Community 

Forward
Trusted since 1891

Locally owned

 704 E Holland Ave, Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.fortstocktoninsurance.com
www.ranchoutwest.com
www.services.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.avalanche.com
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The AMS sixth-grade band recently performed at the Greenwood solo and ensemble contest and festival and received 

a rating of 1-outstanding for their concert performance. Fifty-six students also received a fi rst Superior Rating for their 

solo performances.

Courtesy photo

Sixth graders compete at solo 

and ensemble contest

Our Lady of Guadalupe held an enchilada 
plate fundraiser this past Sunday. The parish 
hall at Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church 
was decorated for Cinco de Mayo, and nu-
merous parishioners, as well as other Alpine 
locals, partook in the delicious food.

Courtesy photo

Good eats

Alpine FFA held its annual banquet last Tues-
day evening, at which it elected new offi  cers for 
the 2025-2026 school year. The new offi  cers in-
clude Collette Sharron, reporter; Carolyn New-
man, sentinel; Colette Fowlkes, treasurer; Evelyn 
Smith, president; Kaysen Hardaway, secretary; 
and Sophie Janis, vice president.

Photo by J. T. Maroney

Alpine FFA elects 

new offi  cers

Alpine High School tennis players faced off  against 
their coaches and teachers recently in the annual 
Teachers vs Students tennis match held each spring.

Courtesy photo

Teachers 
vs students

J. Luther King, Jr. was recently honored as the 
2025 West Texas Conservationist of the Year. 
Luther and his family have amassed more than 
100,000 acres in six Texas counties that they man-
age to help sustain healthy wildlife populations.

Photo courtesy of BRI

BRI announces 

Conservationist 

of the Year

www.bigbendhealthcare.com

