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Summit
yields all-
project
assembly

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Earlier this year, lo-
cal business owners
and community mem-
bers gathered for Al-
pine’s first-ever West
Texas Community
Building Summit. This
summit featured guest
speaker Doug Griffiths
who introduced his
book centered on the
ways in which resi-
dents can kill their
communities. After
the initial gathering
on Friday evening, the
next morning yielded
group gatherings, in-
dividualized under the
headings of economic
development, design,
organization, and pro-
motion. The ideas
generated from these
“bucket breakouts”
have thus far yielded
five different projects
already underway.

This second gather-
ing will once again
focus on the “bucket”
topics, and the projects
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INSIDE

FEATURED

See Sports 6-7

Rainfall totals at
Alpine-Casparis Airport

2025, . ... .. 0.00"
March. .. ........ 0.00”

Burn Ban ON

INDEX 14 pages
Opinions. . . . ... ... P.4
Sports. . . .... ... P.6-7
Puzzle. . .......... P.9
Classifieds . . . ... .. P.10
G, > S—

PLEASE REMEMBER TO
THANK A VETERAN,
\ MEMBER OF THE
ARMED FORCES,

OR A LAW ENFORCEMENT

OFFICER EVERY DAY,
487 9 362 3 ?

Rare Mammoth tusk discovered at West Texas ranch
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A new find will be only the second Trans-Pecos
mammoth artifact to be carbon-dated.

Although he was
searching for deer, a
hunter at the O2 Ranch
(a privately owned
ranch in Brewster and
Presidio counties)
found something very
different and a little
puzzling.

Could it be a mam-
moth tusk? In West
Texas?

“l was skeptical

when a deer hunter
showed me a picture of
what he thought was a
fossil,” says O2 Ranch
Manager Will Juett. “I
figured it was likely
just an old stump, but
imagined how great
it would be if he was

right.”
Juett says his great
working relation-

ship with the Center

for Big Bend Studies
(CBBS) at Sul Ross
State University in
Alpine spurred him
to immediately reach
out to CBBS Director
Dr. Bryon Schroeder
and CBBS Archaeolo-
gist Erika Blecha. The
researchers contacted
graduate student Hal-

See MAMMOTH - 8

Un1vers1ty of Kansas graduate student Haley

Bjorklund and CBBS Archaeologist Erika Blecha
work carefully to uncover a mammoth tusk recently

discovered in West Texas.

Photo courtesy of Justin Garnett/CBBS

Bucks undefeated in Wink
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The Alpme Fightin’ Bucks baseball team went undefeated in ka last week, securing wins against Wink on Friday and Midland
Texas Leadership Charter Academy. The tournament honored three outstanding players for Coach Adam Llanez’ 100th win
since becoming head coach. Iden Lujan earned MVP, Ezra Lujan earned the Golden Glove, and David Valenzuela was honored
for the best Pitcher of the Tournament.

Photo by Noe Lujan

DarKk skies, tax ties, a new clinic on the rise for Brewster County

BYKERRY LAIRD

Contributor

Brewster County
Commissioners Court
met Tuesday, in the
commissioners’ court-
room. Brewster County
Judge Greg Henington
presided, and all com-
missioners were pres-
ent except Precinct
4 Commissioner Mo
Morrow. The meeting
covered a range of top-
ics, including a pro-
posed subdivision, tax
collection concerns,
and the upcoming an-
nual dump day events
in Terlingua and Mara-
thon.

Judge Henington
opened the meeting
with a warm greeting,
setting a positive tone
for the packed court-
room.

“Good morn-
ing, every-
body,” he said,

“I’m real
excited about
the clinic we

glancing at the approved—
lengthy agenda it arrived on
before adding Sunday,” he
with a grin, announced.
“We’ve got a He added that
long agenda Qreg a soft open-
today. Let’s Henington, ino is expect-
see if we can _ Brewster .4 i, carly
get this done County Judge April, with a

in 15 minutes.”

His lighthearted re-
mark drew chuckles
from the audience,
who filled nearly every
seat in the courtroom
at the beginning of the
meeting.

During his opening
comments, Judge Hen-
ington shared an up-
date on the long-antici-
pated clinic serving the
Terlingua and Study
Butte communities.

grand opening
planned for May.

“Hopefully, we’ll be
opening the doors for
service within the next
week,” he said.

One of the major
discussions involved
the preliminary plat
application for the
Ranches at Well Creek
subdivision. Scott Bea-
sley, who works in op-
erations at the Lajitas
Golf Resort, presented

plans for the 739-acre
tract, which would be
divided into lots of
five acres or more.

While the devel-
opment would have
electricity, access to
water remains a chal-
lenge. Beasley stated
that they had explored
solutions but found
no viable options.
As a result, water ac-
cess would be left to
individual property
owners, similar to the
situation in Terlingua
Ranch.

“Water at the risk of
each landowner,” said
Judge Henington, cit-
ing the legally required
disclosure that would
be applied to paper-
work for land sales.

Precinct 1 Commis-
sioner Jim Westermann

asked if property own-
ers would have the op-
tion to drill for water.
Beasley confirmed that
they could and noted
that a geologist had
suggested that ground-
water might be more
accessible closer to the
road. The preliminary
plat hearing was in-
formational, with final
approval expected at a
future meeting.

The court also dis-
cussed potential
changes to the coun-
ty’s tax collection law
firm. Judge Henington
expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the county’s
current firm, Line-
barger Goggan Blair
& Sampson, LLP, stat-
ing that they were not

See COUNTY - 8
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Gonzales leads charge to address key concerns in ag industry

Congressman Tony
Gonzales (TX-23) led a
bipartisan letter with 43
of his colleagues, includ-
ing several U.S. Repre-
sentatives seated on the
House Committee of Ag-
riculture and the House
Committee on Appro-
priations Subcommittee
on Agriculture, urging
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) to
expand eradication and
containment efforts re-
lating to the New World
screwworm (NWS).
The NWS poses a criti-
cal threat to our nation’s
livestock, farming, and
wildlife industries. With-
out guardrails in place,
an outbreak could in-

flict detrimental [Eidt
economic losses 'r:»i‘.*
on the national [
economy.

“In November
2024, we first re-
ceived reports of ||
NWS detected
in the Mexican
state of Chi-
apas—the num-
ber of reported cases has
surged from five to now
at least 33 and has spread
to the states of Campeche
and Tabasco. This raises
a critical question of how
many cases are truly out
there and whether we
have mechanisms in
place to ensure the safe-
ty of U.S. livestock and
wildlife. Left unchecked,

y
Tony Gonzales
(R-TX23)

an outbreak
could cost live-
stock produc-
ers millions of
dollars per year
and inflict detri-
mental economic
losses on the
national econ-
omy,” penned
Congressman
Tony Gonzales. “To
address this growing
concern across our live-
stock, farming, and wild-
life industries, we urge
the USDA to work with
state, local, and relevant
industry stakeholders to
proactively address this
emerging threat—in-
cluding considering the
feasibility of establish-

ing a sterile fly produc-
tion facility in Texas or
the Southwest.”

“The New World
Screwworm is a devas-
tating pest that would
cripple the United States
livestock industry, and an
infestation would cause
significant losses to live-
stock and wildlife popu-
lations,” said Texas Farm
Bureau President Russell
Boening. “Therefore,
it’s critical to be vigilant
and provide resources to
swiftly respond. Farmers
and ranchers need assur-
ance that their needs will
be met since this pest has
not been on the mainland
United States in many
decades. We thank Con-
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First graders in Mrs. Galindo’s class worked on creating animal habitats last w
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eek as part of their study on ani-

mal adaptations. Students created deserts, rainforests, and everything in between as they learned how animals
survive and thrive in their different environments.

Courtesy photo

gressman Tony Gonza-
les for leading a letter to
highlight the need to be
proactive to safeguard
against this risk to animal
health.”

“As the threat of the
New World screwworm
inches closer to our
southern border, Texas
& Southwestern Cat-
tle Raisers Association
continues to work with
our federal and state
governments about pos-
sible solutions, with an
emphasis on a U.S. ster-
ile fly facility. Congress-
man Gonzales has been
instrumental in raising
awareness and garnering
support for a proactive
approach in Washington,

D.C. Texas & South-
western Cattle Raisers
Association would like
to thank Congressman
Gonzales and those who
signed on to his letter for
keeping this issue in the
forefront of discussions
in our nation’s capitol.
We look forward to con-
tinuing our work with
federal, state, and indus-
try partners to find a vi-
able solution to protect
the cornerstone of U.S.
agriculture, American
beef,” said Carl Ray Polk
Jr., Texas & Southwest-
ern Cattle Raisers Asso-
ciation President.
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Serving the Greater Big Bend Area

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE
IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.

Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608 E. Holland Ave.
Alpine, TX 79830
(432) 837-9172
jdca@sheglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17°S
P.0. Box 813
Fort Davis, TX 79734
(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
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Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. ¢ Alpine, Texas 79830 ¢ 432-837-5402
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Thank you for the following donations:

Robbie and Danny Ray
Ronnie Drewry
Thomas R. Mangrem
Tim Jr. and Perrie L. Whalen
Tomas Valenzuela
Kerie Van Zeyst
West of the Cattlewomen
Printco

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in
the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30. « Cost is $7.00 per person.
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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FCBB continues strides to better serve the area

P B

Family Crisis Center of the Big Bend Executive Director Letty Carrillo, Transpor-
tation Director Angelica Gonzalez, and Transportation Consultant Sean Spell were
on hand in McAllen this past weekend at the Texas Transit Association conference
to learn ways to better serve the area’s TRAX transportation clients.

Photo courtesy of Family Crisis Center

Dona W Blevins

432-837-2225

Your Local Agent | License #1234211

Underwritten by Farmers, Truck, or Fire Insurance Exchanges, or affiliate
Insurer license & location infoffarmers.com/companies/state/. Insurers}
not authorized in all states. Each insurer solely financially responsible.

£

FARMERS

INSURANCE

below:

PO Box 416

Marathon Independent School District
Sale of Used School Bus

Marathon ISD will be accepting sealed bid for the sale of
a 2006 Blue Bird School Bus. All sales are final, with the
seller accepting no liability for the condition of the items
purchased. Payments must be in the form of cash, money
order, or cashier’s check. Once notification is made of an
accepted bid, payment must be made and item picked with
14 days of notification of award of bid. Note: State law
requires purchasers of vehicles to obtain a new title within
30 calendar days of purchase, or face financial penalties.
Vehicle may be viewed Marathon ISD High School at 109
N 5th St, Marathon TX, 79842. Please reach out to Pedro
Martinez at 432-244-4032 for more information

Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope by March
26, 2025 at 2pm. Please submit sealed bids to the address
Marathon Independent School District
Marcus Celaya, Business Manager

Marathon, Texas 79842

Marathon ISD reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

www.alpineavalanche.com
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Texas Capital Highlights

House proposes $7.5
billion in new school
funding

Critics say a House
bill proposing $7.5 bil-
lion in new funding
for public education
doesn’t go far enough,
The Dallas Morning
News reported. House
Bill 2 would raise the
per-student allotment by
$220, to $6,360 a year.
It would also invest
$750 million in teacher
pay and $450 million in
teacher training.

The bill by Rep. Brad
Buckley, R-Salado,
would increase the
amount of allotment
used to raise salaries for
non-administrative staff
from the current 30%
to 40%. Some testify-
ing against the bill said
the proposed raises for
teachers is inadequate.

“The pay teachers
receive demonstrates
the level of respect af-
forded to our children,”
said Megan Holden,
a 10th-grade English
teacher at an Austin-
area high school. “They
are getting the message
that Texas doesn’t value
them or their future.”

The basic allotment
would need to increase
by $1,300 to keep up
with inflation since
2019, according to The
News. That’s the last
time the allotment was
increased.

The Texas Senate has
already passed its ver-
sion of a public educa-
tion bill: a measure that
would give $10,000
raises to teachers with at
least five years working
in districts with fewer
than 5,000 students,
with teachers in larger
districts getting $5,500
raises.

The average teacher in
Texas made $62,500 last
year, according to the
Texas Education Agen-
cy, up from $54,000 in
2019. According to the
federal Consumer Price
Index, cumulative in-
flation over that period
is about 20%, meaning
teacher salaries have not
quite kept up with infla-
tion.

State workers must
return in person to
offices

Gov. Greg Abbott has
directed heads of state
agencies to phase out
remote work “as soon as
practicable,” the Texas
Standard reported. That
follows a similar man-
date for federal work-
ers issued by President
Trump last week.

“Texans expect their

public servants to be
present and engaged
in the work on their
behalf,” Andrew Ma-
haleris, the governor’s
press secretary, said in a
statement. “With remote
federal workers return-
ing to the office where
possible, it’s important
that state agencies en-
sure they do the same.”

No written policy has
been given to depart-
ment heads, but they
were directed to transi-
tion to in-person work
“as soon as practicable.”

Risk of wildfires
increasing; feds
provide funding
Wildfire season is un-
derway in the state with
burn bans in place in
111 counties, according
to the Texas A&M For-
est Service. The Welder
Complex fire in Sinton
was the only active fire
as of Sunday. It had
burned 803 acres and
was 95% contained.
Abbott’s office an-
nounced last week that
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency
has approved the state’s
request for federal as-
sistance for the Welder
Fire in San Patricio
County and the Duke
Fire in Bexar County.
The approval from
FEMA makes the state
eligible to be reim-
bursed for 75% of the
costs associated with
fighting the two fires.
On a single day last
week, state emergen-
cy responders battled
41 new wildfires that
burned more than 4,400
acres.

Measles cases in
South Plains near 200

The number of mea-
sles cases reported in
the South Plains region
of the state reached 198
as of last Friday, ac-
cording to the Texas De-
partment of State Health
Services. Twenty-three
people have been hos-
pitalized, and one un-
vaccinated school-aged
child has died.

More than two-thirds
of the cases have been
in Gaines County,
southwest of Lubbock.
An unvaccinated New
Mexico adult in Lea
County, just over the
border from Gaines
County, died last week.

Measles is highly con-
tagious, and DSHS has
said additional cases are
likely to occur “in the
outbreak area and the
surrounding areas.”

AESB talks training, new software

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The Alpine Emer-
gency Services Board
held its regular meet-
ing on Thursday,
March 6, at 5:30 p.m.
in the Alpine Vol-
unteer Fire Depart-
ment (AVFD) meeting
room. All members
were present, with
Aaron Rodriguez at-
tending virtually. Four
AVFD members were
also present: Ethan
Sullivan, Larry Rodri-
guez, Alex Montemay-
or, and Zach Davis.

After calling the
meeting to order,
chairman Rusty Moore
requested a motion to
approve the last meet-
ing’s minutes. Mark
Rose made the mo-
tion to approve with
a second from Albert
Lujan. The motion
passed.

The next item of
business was a report
from Stacy Wood on
the board finances.
Wood reported that
she and Carole Cau-
sey were still work-
ing on completing the
QuickBooks entries to
produce the requested
P and L reports. “We
are probably two days
away from having
those reports avail-
able. As soon as we
are where we can run
them, I will upload

them to the
portal for ev-

AVFD arrived
on the scene.

eryone,” said Firefight-
Wood. ers continued
She told the mopping up
board that . the location.
she and Cau- N Etchison
sey were also  Rysty Moore, also report-
working on AESB ed on recent
reconciling  Chairman training, such
last year’s ac- as the Mile
count so that the board High training in Fort
would have a com- Davis, SBCA pack

plete financial record
of being in business
for 12 months. It was
also noted that she
would be applying for
the Yarborough grant
again this year.

The next item of
business was a report
from AVFD Chief
James Etchison. Etchi-
son reported to the
board about a couple
of calls the depart-
ment received, one of
which involved a fuel
spill at Sul Ross and
a dumpster fire. “The
fuel spill looked like
the fuel line on the
vehicle was rotted or
cut. We hit this with
some F-500 retardant,
which immediately
extinguished the fire,”
noted Etchison. A
member of the Alpine
Police Department re-
ported the dumpster
fire. The officer used
his fire extinguisher
to put out the flames,
and the fire was con-
tained by the time the

training with the new
packs, and Union Pa-
cific Railroad training
given by Ray Vasquez
from UPRR out of El
Paso.

“The railroad train-
ing was beneficial be-
cause he taught us how
to shut off the engines
if they catch fire. This
will help with contain-
ment and putting the
fires out a great deal.
Vasquez will also be
returning for another
training in May,” said
Etchison.

The board then
heard from Daniel
Adam from Alpine
Software via Zoom.
Etchison brought this
to the board as a pro-
posal to purchase ad-
ministrative software
for the department.
Adam presented how
the company’s soft-
ware works with fire
departments and their
many needs. His com-
pany works strictly
with fire departments

Native Plant Society to host Carder Nastri

BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

The Big Bend Chap-
ter of the Native Plant
Society will hold its
monthly meeting on
Saturday, March 15, at
1 p.m. in the AEP room
of the Alpine Public
Library.

This month’s guest
speaker is Carder Nas-
tri, who will present a
program titled “Suc-
cess with Succulents.”

Nastri will cover
the basics of succu-
lent care utilizing a
slide show as well as
live demonstrations.
“West Texas has a fab-
ulous climate for xeric
plants, and with the
right knowledge, any-
one can grow a myriad
of species here,” says
Nastri.

Area LEOS participate in memorial run

Members of the Alpine Police Department, Brewster County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Texas Department of Public Safety, U.S. Marshal Service, Department
of Homeland Security, and the U.S. Border Patrol took part in the Fallen
Heroes Honor Run last Friday morning. This 9th annual event is sponsored
by the U.S. Marshals Service, Alpine office, and honors officers who were lost
in the line of duty.

Photo courtesy of Alpine Police Department

Nastri will also pro-
vide watering regi-
ments and soil recipes
ideal for xeric plant
species. His program
will cover the four
main pillars of care for
all cactus and succu-
lents: water, soil, sun,
and propagation. The
presentation will also
cover general tips for
all plants and some
species-specific care
for commonly kept
plants, and Nastri will

have products avail-
able for purchase for
the care of succulents.

across the country,
supplying a way for
departments to track
inventory, personnel,
maintenance sched-
ules, and equipment
replacement and al-
lowing departments to
complete reports that
go directly to state and
federal agencies they
are required to com-
plete.

The
12-month contract
for this software is
$3,500. After a brief
discussion, Rose
motioned for Chief
Etchison to enter into
an agreement with Al-
pine Software for up
to $3,500, with a sec-
ond from Carla Spen-
cer. The motion passed
unanimously.

Finally, Etchison
told the board that Big
Bend Regional Medi-
cal Center had chal-
lenged the department
to a softball game.
He suggested they do
some fundraising or
ask for donations to
help cover the cost of
the t-shirts and any
equipment. The game
is scheduled for March
22.

The next Alpine
Emergency Servic-
es Board meeting is
scheduled for April 7
at 5:30 p.m.

cost for a

www.alpine
avalanche.com
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THIS WEEK'S QUESTION

Now the Avalanche asks:

What's your
favorite spring
break activity?

- Relaxing

- Sightseeing

- Adventure Sports
- Shopping

Dining Experiences

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE
SPRING BREAK ACTIVITY?

RESULTS
RELAXING

67%
SIGHTSEEING

ADVENTURE SPORTS

33%

0%
SHOPPING

0%
DINING EXPERIENCES

0%

L ETTERS

Send us your letters.

Please include your name, address
and phone number for verification
purposes. Only your name and city will
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300
words.

Letters become the property of the
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited
prior to publication for spelling and
grammatical errors, clarity and length.
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
lglpineavalanche.com| by noon Monday
for consideration.
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J.T. Maroney
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ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is
published every Thursday morning at
704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830.
Periodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-
pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff
Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per
year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the
character, standing or reputation of
any person, firm or corporation will
be corrected when such occurs in this
newspaper and is brought to the pub-
lisher’s attention.
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SRSU alumni reinforce excel

At Sul Ross State University,
our alumni are the backbone of
our institution’s past, present,
and future. As president, [ have
the privilege of witnessing the
incredible impact our gradu-
ates have on our campus com-
munity and beyond. Their con-
tributions extend far beyond
their time as students, shaping
the legacy of our university
and reinforcing the values that
make Sul Ross a unique and
cherished institution.

One of the most critical roles
our alumni play is serving
as ambassadors of Sul Ross.
Whether in the workforce,
in academia, or within their
communities, our graduates
represent the excellence and
determination that define our
university. They carry forward
the traditions and spirit of Sul
Ross, inspiring future genera-
tions to pursue higher educa-
tion and professional success.
Their achievements, both per-
sonal and professional, speak
volumes about the quality of
education and experiences pro-
vided here.

Alumni also serve as vi-

tal mentors and role
models for our current
students. Many of our
students come from
rural backgrounds or
are first-generation
college students, and
the encouragement
and wisdom from
alumni who have suc-

DR. CARLOS
HERNANDEZ

donations, alumni
support ensures
that Sul Ross re-
mains a vibrant in-
stitution dedicated
to academic excel-
lence and student
success.

Beyond financial
support, alumni

cessfully navigated
similar paths can be
transformative. These con-
nections help our students see
tangible examples of success
and perseverance, fostering
a sense of confidence in their
own abilities.

Additionally, our alumni are
instrumental in securing finan-
cial support for the university.
Contributions from graduates
help fund scholarships, re-
search initiatives, and campus
improvements that directly
benefit current and future stu-
dents. The generosity of our
alumni allows us to continue
offering high-quality education
while enhancing the resources
available to our students.
Whether through endowments,
fundraising events, or personal

University

President Sul Ross State

engagement in
university events
and initiatives strengthens the
Sul Ross community. Whether
they return for homecom-
ing, participate in career fairs,
or volunteer for university-
sponsored programs, their in-
volvement fosters pride and
unity. Our alumni network is
a powerful force that connects
graduates across generations,
ensuring that the Sul Ross
spirit remains alive no matter
where life takes them.
Moreover, our alumni play
an essential role in advocating
for Sul Ross State University
at the state and national levels.
Their voices help to promote
the importance of higher edu-
cation and secure funding for
programs that benefit students

lence for generations

and faculty alike. By champi-
oning the university’s mission,
alumni help shape policies
that directly impact the future
of Sul Ross and its ability to
serve as a beacon of opportu-
nity for students from diverse
backgrounds.

Each year, we celebrate the
alumni who have distinguished
themselves since leaving our
campus to pursue their lives
and careers, and we’re excit-
ed to host them on Saturday,
March 29. We will welcome
back Frederick Carter, Dr. Ma-
lia Ann Perez, Glenn Losoya,
Josie Sanchez Contreras,
Francis Jones, Caleb Thomas-
son, Shane Zimmerman, Wade
Zimmerman, and Sally Ogles-
by, and we will honor Wade
Smith posthumously.

The Hall of Honor induc-
tion ceremony is one my fa-
vorite events and the public is
welcome to attend. Get your
tickets and more information

at [www.sulross.edu/alumni/j
lobo-night.

Lots of memori

the smell of Mom’s P N

“Take care of all of your
memories, For you cannot
relive them.”

— Song lyrics by Bob
Dylan and The Band

Memories. I write about
them often because, at this
age, | have a lot of memories
to keep up with.

Most amazing are mo-
ments remembered when [
forget everything else. My
phone. My keys. My check-
book.

It will come to me in a
minute. But, while we’re
waiting, let me share my
first-grade school memories.
Recalled with a good friend
not long ago. By chance or
destiny, we arrived in Mount
Pleasant, Texas, at about the
same time, coming from op-
posite directions.

We talked the other day
about what we remembered
as new South Ward Ele-
mentary students. And we
marveled even more at what
we remembered about first
grade.

My first-grade year was
1954 at Crockett. The small
white frame structure my
parents rented sat in the
middle of an empty field
next to the only nearby resi-
dence. Two houses not far
from downtown with a long,
shared dirt driveway, sur-
rounded by woods on three
sides.

We didn’t have a tele-
vision, nor a telephone. What
we did have was the sound
of rain falling on a tin roof,

es [

morning glories cov-
ering the trellis on q_ .
the front porch, and

late-night crackers

™~ It did.

' Basking in that
@,l delightful discov-
' ery, I then talked
Leslie into board-

and milk with Dad. ‘ ing it to see if it
It was his favorite N e would still float.
bedtime snack. It didn’t.
LEON ALDRIDGE
A green 1950 Guest Colummist Thank good-
Studebaker was ness the creek was

transportation for our one-
car family until the fateful
Sunday afternoon when Dad
and the neighbor, Mr. Hooks,
went fishing. Old timbers on
a country bridge failed, send-
ing them off into a dry creek
bed below.

The crumpled car and
my father in bandages are
scary memories. He and Mr.
Hooks were banged up and
bruised, but otherwise, all
right.

My youngest sister, Syl-
via, was born in Crockett. I
remember Dad showing off
our newborn sibling at the
hospital’s back door, where
middle sister Leslie and I
waited in the car. Mom, in a
bathrobe, stood behind Dad,
both beaming with smiles.

My father worked for
the old five-and-ten-cent
store chain Perry Brothers.
The small wooden crates
in which china dishes were
received at the store served
many purposes, from gar-
age storage to creative kid’s
activities. One pinnacle
of playtime was the day I
launched one in the creek
behind our house to see if it
would float.

shallow.

The bungled boating
caper, plus the time I talked
Leslie into jumping off the
roof, certain that a bed sheet
was a good parachute, prob-
ably accounts for less-than-
good memories of parental
punishment. Mom seldom
administered any, deferring
that chore to Dad. But her
warnings were stern enough.
“You just wait until your
father gets home!”

Dad was good to take me
to town following his lunch
break on summertime Sat-
urdays. Clutching a quarter
and a dime, I walked to the
nearby theater where the two
coins were ample funding
for a double-feature matinee
plus popcorn and a Coke.

The last of 1954 summer
movies was the beginning of
first grade in the basement of
an old brick school building.

The quintessential teacher,
whose name I don’t remem-
ber, wore gray hair up in a
bun and lace-up, high-heeled
shoes. We wrote 1+1=2 on
black chalkboards, over
which hung examples of
cursive writing and the ob-
ligatory portrait of George

o remember

Washington—the unfinished
one that renders the appear-
ance of clouds at the bottom.

First grade was my first
and last playground fight.
It went down near the front
steps of the old schoolhouse.
I don’t remember what it
was about or who won it.

I do remember thinking
that I didn’t particularly
enjoy it and made a mental
note to never get into another
exchange of fisticuffs if I
could help it.

First-grade classes moved
into new classrooms after
the Christmas break, from
the basement into the mod-
ern mid-1950s structure with
lots of glass and open spaces.
That’s where we stood in
line for the Salk polio vac-
cine. It’s also where a spring
tornado turned the sky black,
dark as night, as we huddled
behind the new green chalk-
boards.

We left Crockett with our
memories in 1955, arriving
in Seymour about the same
time Elvis did for an appear-
ance at the Seymour High
School gymnasium.

But that’s a different mem-
ory for a different day.

For now, I’'m still trying to
remember where I laid my
keys five minutes ago.

— Contact Aldridge at
leonaldridge@gmail.com.
Other Aldridge columns are
archived at\leonaldridge.com|

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thank You

A silent auction was held
last Saturday at The Ritchey to
raise funds for the Patty Man-
ning Pollinator Garden that
will be planted at the Alpine
Public Library. Many thanks
go to the generous donors and

participants who supported the
garden with their purchases.
It was a great success, which
would not have happened with-
out the generosity of the those
who attended. Many thanks
also go to The Ritchey and their
staff; Rio Grande Joint Venture

for the use of their conference
room to organize the silent auc-
tion, the Swifts who provided
music for the event, and Tom
Kennedy and the crew who
worked on this great event! It
could not have happened with-
out your support.

We have raised 55% of the
funds needed for the garden.
Thank you everyone for your
support of the garden.

Cathy Wright, Alpine

See MORE LETTERS <5
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Send your community
events to kara.gerbert@alpin-

Upcoming events

March at Davis Mountains
Resort

Saturdays, Art in the Park,
2 — 3 p.m. at the Interpretive
(enter.

March 14 Knights of Colum-
bus Fish Fry, 5 p.m. at Our Lady
of Peace Parish Hall. Plates are
$15 each.

March 21 Holy Angels Cem-
etery Fundraiser, 5 p.m. for pick
up or delivery, red enchilada

plate with rice, beans, and des-
sert for $12. Call 432-244-9805
to place an order.

March 22: Chili, Taters, and
Tunes, the Alpine Humane So-
ciety, is holding a fundraiser at
the American Legion featuring
music by Marathon Moonhorse
and Hall’s Last Call Band.

Ongoing Events
Alcoholics Anonymous, 502
E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules are
available on the front door. For
more information, call 915-562-
4081 orfaa-intergroup.org]
Alpine Lions Club meeting,

s e 5
noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-
ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.
American Legion Post 79
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second Mon-
day each month, Legion Hall, 306

W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner provided.

American Legion Auxiliary
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W.
Sul Ross Ave.

Amigo Run Club at Alpine City
Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 101
W. Ave E. Weekly running club
to walk/run 1-3 miles. Meet at
the Amigo garage and finish at
Amigo. Call 432-837-4012 for
more information.

Big Bend Amateur Radio Club
meeting, 7 p.m., second Tuesday
each month, Frontier Masonic
Lodge #766, 2300 Highway 118
North.

Big Bend Community Chorale
rehearsals on Monday evenings
at 6 p.m. in the Sul Ross Fine
Arts Building, Room 200. All are
welcome, but first contact An-
drew Alegria at Andrew.alegria@
call 432-837-8216,
or visit pbcchorale.wixsite.com/|
bbcc.

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine
Public Library by appointment
only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-
2621

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-
837-2621 to make an appoint-
ment.

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-
837-2621 to make an appoint-
ment.

Hike with Homeless Dogs, 9
a.m. to 10 a.m. every Thursday at
the Davis Mountains State Park
Interpretive Center in collabora-
tion with Grand Companions. For
more information contact Charlie
Ewing at 432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, noon
to 1p.m., first and third Wednes-
days at the American Legion.

VFW Post 7207, 10 a.m., first
Saturday of each month at 605 E.
Ave F. All members are welcome.

Heard

on the

STREET

How would you
feel about living
in a neighbor-
hood with a bar
that stays open
until 2 a.m.?

Art Fitzgerald:
I'm from Las

Vegas, buddy. 24/7,
365 days a year.

Doesn’t bother me!

Lauren Hoyt:

I wouldn’t want to live
next to a bar at all, but
with that said, I also
wouldn’t mind avoiding
DWIs. As long as it
wasn’t a biker bar.

N

/
SALPINGw AVALANCHL

Albert Smith:
Ifit’sin a
neighborhood, it
shouldn’t be there.
It should be in a
commercial area.

Jubal Lane:

The loud music and people
running around would be
troublesome, but you're
also providing a location
that would allow the
younger generation who
lives in the neighborhood
a safe place so that they
wouldn’t have to drive.

Stacey Sylvester:
Bars shouldn’t be in
residential areas. Is that
what you guys do here

in Alpine?

PeT OF THE WEEK

AES holds ribbon cutting
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Alpine Elementary School held a ribbon cutting on Monday morning to
celebrate the installation of the new playground equipment. On hand for
the ceremony were the Alpine Ambassadors as well as members of the AES

and AISD staff.

/

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Courtesy photo

Restaurant
Guide

$6 a week gets you a spot in our
restaurant guide
|www.alpineavalanche.com

REATA

RESTAURANT

COCINERO: Beef-Chicken-Shrimp
STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl-Jalapeno and
Cilantro Soup-Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with
Onion Jam and Pico de Gallo-Bacon Wrapped
Asparagus-Tumbleweed Onion Rings with Spicy
Serrano Ketchup-Alpine Black Bean & Chicken
Nachos

CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a
Kaiser Roll-Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with
Cream Cheese, Corn and Peppers Came Asada
with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas-Chicken Caesar
Wrap with Hand Cut Fries-Tenderloin Tacos with
Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce-Grilled Chicken
Breast topped with Mango Chutney

SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:
(Your choice of any two items)

Cup of Tortilla Soup

Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup

1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

www.alpine
avalanche.
com
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Thank You

In this time of profound
grief and hardship, the
family of Ruben D. Mel-
goza would like to thank
everyone.

We appreciate your
prayers, care, company,
phone calls, and meals.

A special thanks to
Chief Darrell Losoya,
APD, Sheriff Ronny Dod-
son, BCSO, SRSUPD,

Meet Binx!

Binx came into the shel-
ter in mid-August with his
seven siblings, including
Draco, our featured Pet, last
week. They were surren-
dered to the shelter as part
of a neglect case. They did
not have optimum living
conditions or socialization,
so the litter was shy when
they arrived.

Binx loves other dogs,
likes to rough and tumble
in playgroups, and has
learned how to walk on a
leash. He shows no inter-
est in cats and would likely
do well in a household with
kitties. He is treat-motivated
and, therefore, easy to train
and wants to please. He has
sweet, soulful eyes, a cute
little underbite, and beauti-
ful brindle markings.

Make this year about
helping our community.

Contact Alpine Animal
Services to volunteer to
walk dogs, play with pup-
pies in the yard, or interact
with the cats. Thirty min-
utes of your day can make
a huge difference to the
shelter and the animals.

Call 432-837-2532 to
donate, foster, or volunteer
for the Alpine Humane So-
ciety. Support the Alpine
Humane Society Thrift
Store and Cattery with do-
nated furnishings, décor,

and household goods. It
will soon be time for kitten
fosters; we provide supplies
and support, so come in and
sign up to be a foster at the
Thrift Store.

Plan on joining us for our
Chili, Taters, and Tunes fun-
draiser on Saturday, March
22, at the American Legion
with music by Marathon
Moonhorse and Hall’s Last
Call Band. Pre-sale tickets
are available at the Alpine
Humane Society Thrift
Store or at the door. $15 for
a stuffed baked potato and
a drink. We will also have
chili available by the bowl
and special guests, such as
Texas Twisted Treats Fun-

nel Cakes!

Pet promotions are cour-
tesy of the Alpine Humane
Society. Alpine Animal Ser-
vices handles pet adoptions
at the city shelter, 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
seven days a week at 2900
E. Old Marathon Highway.
For information about shel-
ter pet adoptions, cremation
services, or lost/found pets,
call the shelter at 432-837-
9030. If you find a stray or
injured pet, contact the Al-
pine Police Department at
432-837-3486 to dispatch
an Animal Control Officer.

Kate and Jack Steiner, TX-
DPS, Odessa PD Honor
Guards, Tom Hyatt, Rene
Ybarra, Chuck Wilson,
Rick Ruiz, Kris Munoz,
Our Lady of Peace Catho-
lic Church and Alpine Me-
morial Funeral Home.
The amount of gratitude
we genuinely feel for your
support and thoughtful-
ness is beyond words.
With sincere gratitude,
The Melgoza Family

GENTURY
TRAILER
COMPANY

2900W.DickinsonBlvd.FortStockton, TX
432-336-8797

[centurytrailersfistockton.com|

32' Gooseneck 'Brand

Trailer Sales,
_ Parts & Service,
Truckbeds
& Grill Guards
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CROSSING THE ROAD... BRIDGING THE GAP

DESTRUCTION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION RECORDS

In accordance with applicable state and federal regulations, the 588
Educational Cooperative does hereby notity you of its intent to destroy
student special education records. All special education records, prior
to July 1, 2018, will be destroyed. The 588 Educational Cooperative
will destroy special education records for the following school districts:

« Alpine Independent School District

« Balmorhea Independent School District
o Culberson County-Allamoore Independent School District
« Fort Davis Independent School District

« Marathon Independent School District
 Marfa Independent School District

« Presidio Independent School District

« Terlingua Common School District

« Terrell County Independent School District
« San Vicente Independent School District

« Sierra Blanca Independent School District

« Valentine Independent School District

If you would like to be provided with a copy of the records to be
destroyed, please contact the 588 Educational Cooperative by telephone
at 432-837-3315, by fax at 432-837-3573, or via mail at 704 W. Sul Ross
Ave, Alpine, Texas, 79830.

Records will be destroyed within 90 days of the date of this notice.
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Monday-Saturday 7-6 = Sunday 10-4
Stop in or order online today!

JUICE BAR

O

208 West Holland Avenue = Alpine = Texas 79830 = (432) 386-0759

BY KERRY LAIRD

Sports Editor

The Fightin® Bucks
dominated the competi-
tion over the weekend,
putting together four
commanding victories to
improve their record to
8-4. Alpine showed just
how dangerous they can
be when firing on all cyl-
inders with explosive in-
nings, clutch hitting, and
dominant pitching perfor-
mances.

Whether it was capital-
izing on mistakes, work-
ing deep counts, or ex-
ecuting on the base paths,
the Bucks played with
energy and confidence,
setting themselves up for
a strong push heading into
the next stretch of the sea-
son.

Alpine started the
weekend with a 13-1 rout
of TLCA Midland on Fri-
day, fueled by a seven-run
second inning that put the
game out of reach early.
The Bucks strung togeth-
er hit after hit, with Kel-
ton Tarrant, Iden Lujan,
Peyton Tays, A.J. Llanez,
and Devon Rojo all driv-
ing in runs.

Alpine continued to
pour it on, adding five
more runs in the fourth
with a triple from Llanez,
a double from Alec Ra-
mos, and a single from
Tarrant. The Bucks
showed patience at the
plate and aggression on
the bases, keeping TL-
CA’s defense on its heels
all game.

Ramos delivered a stel-
lar performance on the
mound, allowing just one

hit and striking out eight
over three and a third in-
nings. Though he issued
four walks, he worked out
of jams and kept TLCA
from generating any of-
fense.

Behind him, the Bucks’
defense was sharp, play-
ing error-free baseball
while swiping four bases
to apply extra pressure.
Lujan was locked in at
the plate, going 3-for-3,
while Llanez drove in
three runs. Every player
in the lineup contributed,
proving that Alpine’s of-
fensive depth is one of its
biggest strengths.

Later that evening, the
Bucks stayed hot with
a 10-1 win over Wink,
led by freshman Ryli
Vasquez, who drove in
four runs. Vasquez deliv-
ered two clutch singles
in the fourth and fifth in-
nings, showing poise be-
yond his years.

The Bucks broke the
game open in the fourth,
scoring five runs off key
hits from Valenzuela,
Vasquez, and Tays. Alpine
kept the pressure on in the
fifth, with Tays doubling
in two runs and Josh Solis
adding a sacrifice fly.

Valenzuela was in con-
trol on the mound, toss-
ing four scoreless innings
while allowing just three
hits. He struck out five
and worked around four
walks before turning the
game over to Rojo, who
finished the job in relief.

The Bucks’ defense was
once again flawless, play-
ing error-free baseball for
the second straight game.
Vasquez and Tays each

recorded multiple hits,
and Alpine continued to
make the most of every
opportunity, turning small
mistakes into big scoring
chances.

On Saturday, Alpine
took on Presidio, where
sophomore Josh Solis
delivered a masterful per-
formance on the mound.
The right-hander struck
out 10 over five innings,
allowing just one hit in
the Bucks’ 8-1 victory.

Solis worked quickly
and efficiently, keeping
hitters off balance with
a potent mix of pitches.
Presidio managed to plate
a run in the first inning,
but Alpine responded im-
mediately, tying the game
when Lujan stole home in
the third.

The Bucks took over
in the fourth, erupting
for five runs to put the
game out of reach. Lujan
doubled to drive in two,
Solis lifted a sacrifice fly,
and Llanez added a two-
run single. While the bats
were working, Alpine also
showed incredible pa-
tience at the plate, draw-
ing 14 walks. Ramos led
the team with three.

The Bucks ran wild on
the bases, stealing 15 bags
and keeping Presidio’s de-
fense on edge the entire
game.

Alpine closed out the
weekend with a 17-2
blowout win over Sea-
graves, powered by a 10-
run fourth inning that saw
the Bucks send batter af-
ter batter to the plate.

Vasquez, Tays, and
Valenzuela worked deep
counts to draw bases-

Lady Bucks keep bringing home hardware

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The Alpine Lady Bucks
continue topping the po-
dium or at least bringing
home hardware from re-
cent track and field com-
petitions. They traveled
to Wink for the Wildcat
Relays last Thursday with
a full team, with the var-
sity taking second overall,
just 10 points behind their
hosts, while the JV team
placed fourth and brought
home several medals.

Exemplifying the Buck
spirit and tenacity was ju-
nior Emy Hernandez. Her-
nandez, against a strong
headwind, with a broken
hand and no block start,
ran a personal record time
in the 400m race of 59.81.
She was also a powerful
anchor for the 4x400 relay
team, and the Lady Bucks
were able to secure three
of the top six spots, with
Colette Fowlkes and Ne-
vaeh Carrasco placing 4th
and 5th in the 400m.

Hurdlers for both the
varsity and JV teams took

the podium in both the
100m and 300m races.
Naida Morris and Taryn
Hardin placed first and
second, respectively in the
300m hurdles, with Morris
also earning a third-place
finish in the 100m hurdles.

Jianna Martinez and
Rose De Guia brought
home several medals for
the day, with freshman
Martinez placing 2nd in
both the 100m and 300m
hurdles and De Guia earn-
ing a third-place finish in
the 100m race.

Alpine’s sprinters and
relay team members per-
formed well, also. Senior
Danica Mulholland won
the varsity 200m race, and
she placed second in the
100m. Sophomore Kylie
Maroney earned a fourth-
place finish in the 200m,
and both girls ran well in
the 4x400 relay. JV sprint-
er Mia Jimenez took first
place in the 100m.

In the longer races,
Hope Dominguez earned
a 2nd-place finish in the
1600m varsity girls race

e Vét Clinic Drilling & Well Service

and had a great showing in
the 4x400m and 4x100m
relays. On the JV team,
Alyssa Ramos placed sec-
ond in the 800m.

In the relays, both var-
sity and JV placed first
and third, respectively, in
the 4x100m. The varsity
team included Maroney,
Mulholland, Morrissey,
and Dominguez. The girls
beat the second-place team
by 20 meters. The varsity
4x400m relay of Fowlkes,
Hardin, Dominguez, and
Hernandez placed second.

For the field events, JV
long jumper Mia Jimenez
won the event with a
personal record jump of
14°4”. The varsity team
earned first place in the
triple jump, with Carrasco
leading the herd. She also
placed fourth in the long
jump, followed by Ma-
roney in fifth place. Ailea
Fierro earned a fourth-
place finish in the shot put
with her longest throw of
the season.

SKINNER’S
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The Alpine Fightin’ Bucks baseball team proudly displays their well-earned

hardware after sweeping the competition in Wink over the weekend.

loaded walks. At the same
time, Solis delivered the
highlight of the game—a
towering two-run homer
to center field that showed
up on a radar over Dallas
the next day.

The Bucks struck early
with a three-run first in-
ning and never let up,
scoring in every frame.
Tays led the charge with
three RBIs, while Rojo
and Llanez each tal-
lied three hits. Vasquez
showed tremendous pa-
tience at the plate, draw-
ing four walks to help
extend innings.

As for pitching, Llanez
got the start and delivered
a strong outing, allowing
two runs (one earned)
over four innings while
striking out three. The
Bucks’ defense remained
rock solid, making all the
routine plays and turning
in another error-free per-
formance.

With a successful tour-
nament in the books,

www.
alpine
avalanche
.com

Alpine now shifts its fo-
cus to the home stretch
of non-district play. The
Bucks returned to Koker-
not Field on Tuesday,
March 11, for a much-an-
ticipated matchup against
Monahans whom they de-

Photo courtesy of Noe Lujan

feated 7 to 1.

Then, on Friday night,
Alpine will take on Mc-
Camey at home at 7 p.m.
as they look to keep their
momentum rolling in
front of their home crowd.

She placed 5th in Iraan tournament help team win
2nd place, and placed 6th in Baird tournament

Brought to you by

Alpine
Community

Z/ \\ Credit Union
111 N. 2nd St ¢ Alpine, TX 79830
(432) 837-5156
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/ TRANSPECOS BANKS

402 W Holland Ave, Alpine, TX 79830
877-445-9550lwww.transpecosbanks.com

BY KERRY LAIRD
Sports Editor

After a weather-induced break,
the Alpine Lady Bucks softball
team returned to action with a
hot offensive streak, posting a 2-1
record across three games. They
faced off against Pecos High
School, Big Spring High School,
and Odessa High School, racking
up an impressive 29 runs in the
process.

On Wednesday, March 5, the
Lady Bucks traveled to Pecos for a
non-district game. The team came
out strong, scoring two runs in the
first inning and three in the third to
establish a 5-0 lead.

Pecos started chipping away
at the deficit, adding a run in the

fourth and another in the fifth. Al-
pine responded in the top of the
sixth, tacking on three runs to take
an 8-2 lead. But Pecos wasn’t done
yet.

The Eagles mounted a rally in
the bottom of the sixth, scoring
three runs to make it 8-5. The Lady
Bucks couldn’t quite close out the
game in the bottom of the seventh,
allowing Pecos to tie the game at
8-8.

In the top of the eighth inning,
Alpine scored a go-ahead run, ul-
timately winning 9-8 in extra in-
nings. The Lady Bucks’ offense
was on point, collecting 12 hits
over the course of the game.

On Friday, March 7, the Lady
Bucks hosted Big Spring for their
district opener in Alpine. The game

quickly turned into a blowout, as
Alpine put up a six-run fourth in-
ning and played solid defense with
only one error.

Junior pitcher Kody Hawkins
was absolutely dominant, tossing
five innings and striking out 11
batters while allowing just two hits
and four walks.

Hawkins also showed her prow-
ess at the plate, going 2-for-2 with
a home run and four RBIs. By the
time the fifth inning ended with
Alpine holding a 12-2 lead, Big
Spring had seen enough, and the
game was called early due to the
mercy rule.

On Saturday, March 8, Alpine
faced a much tougher challenge
with the Odessa Lady Bronchos
coming to town. Odessa took an

Since 1924, TransPecos Banks has been integral to the economic
development in West Texas by supporting rural
business. People-first and community-
serving, we understand that
successful businesses mean

successful communities.

early lead, going up 7-1 by the sec-
ond inning, capitalizing on a few
defensive miscues and some timely
hitting,

However, the Lady Bucks
weren’t about to roll over. They
fought back in the fourth and fifth
innings, scoring six runs to tie the
game at 7-7. But Odessa responded
with a go-ahead run in the sixth in-
ning, followed by a three-run sev-
enth, ultimately securing an 11-8
victory.

The Lady Bucks’ offensive fire-
power was evident throughout the
week, and their 29-run total proves
their ability to put up numbers.
Pitcher Kody Hawkins was the
standout star, dominating both on
the mound and at the plate.

The Lady Bucks will face An-

State Bound

May 5-6

April 16-17 Regionals

AHS Golf Schedule

Boys Golf

Mar. 17 Alpine

Mar. 24 District Vand JV Fort Stockton
Mar. 31 District Vand JV Fort Stockton

STATE

Diamondback-Abilene
Shadow Glen Golf Club-Austin

Zariah Galvan plays sentmel
at home plate for the Lady
Bucks in a recent game.

Courtesy photo

thony High School on the road
tomorrow, followed by a matchup
against Midland Christian on Sat-
urday, March 15, for non-district
games. They will return to district
play at home to take on Presidio
on Tuesday, March 18, though the
starting time for that game has not
yet been announced.

il

7 %LE Discover Montessori

Excellence in Your Backyard!
Serving ages 3 to 12

& ALPINE

MONTESSORI
Founded in 1989

Girls Golf

Mar. 18 Alpine

Mar. 24 District Vand JV
Mar. 31 District Vand JV
April 14-15 Regionals
April 28-29 STATE

Fort Stockton
Fort Stockton
Shady Oaks-Baird
Gray Rock - Austin

Lady Bucks Softhall Schedule

Nestled in the heart of Big Bend among the mountains, our small,
vibrant Montessori school offers a nurturing environment where
children thrive through hands-on learning and individualized attention.

FOR FAMILES: Experience a child-centered education that inspires
curiosity, independence, and a life-long love of learning. Enroll now to
give your child the gift of growth and discovery.

FOR EDUCATORS: Join our dedicated team and make a lasting impact
in a supportive, rural community where your talents shine and children
flourish.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND FEDERAL SUBSIDIES may be available for

Location Varsity s i
Mar. 14 Anthony Anthony 5p.m. qualifying families!
Mar. 15 Midland Christian Midland 12 p.m. .
Mar. 18 Presidio* HOME 5pm. 908 N. 6th Street - Alpine, TX 79830
m:: i; %r'glfﬁ’g" City ﬁ%‘&’g“ ity g gm Please contact us at admin@alpinemontessori.org
Mar. 28 Kermit* Kermit 5pm. Or call us today at 432-837-2173
Mar. 31 Anthony* HOME 5p.m.
X X X X April 4 Presidio* Presidio 5p.m.
Kody Hawkins and Hope Dominguez will compete in :pri: :; I(ornillo* Tngo gp.m.
. oppe . pri ermit* p.m.
l?dlnburgh'today at the State Po.werllft.mg competl- April 24-26 Bi-District TBA TBA
tion. Hawkins placed first at Regionals in her weight  May1-3Area < |
. . . May 8-10 Regional Semi-Fina TBA TBA
class and D0fnlnguez placed second in her weight b, 57 e oot Final TBA TBA
class, advancing these two Lady Bucks to the final  May22-24state Semi-Final TBA TBA
round of ¢ omp etition May 29-31 State Tournament TBA TBA
*District Play

Courtesy photo

Golfers travel
West Texas

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The Alpine Fightin’
Buck varsity and JV
golf teams have been
on the road to Iraan,
Pecos, Baird, Andrews,
and Marfa recently, hit-
ting the links and fac-
ing some tough compe-
tition.

On February 24, the
varsity boys and girls’
teams traveled to Iraan
where the boys earned
a fourth-place overall
finish. Contributing to
this finish was Riley
Killingsworth who shot
a 94, Iden Lujan with
a 98, AJ Llanez with
a 99, and Levi Garcia
shot a 102.

The girls’ team
earned a second-place
finish with a total team
score of 400, and Ev-
elyn Smith earned a
fourth-place individual
finish.

The JV squad trav-
eled to Pecos last
Wednesday, where they
also finished in fourth
place. Alice Saunders
was the lone medalist,
finishing in sixth.

The dynamic duo of
Ace Granado and Da-

vid Baca traveled to
Andrews for one of the
largest tournaments in
West Texas. Baca fin-
ished in 64th while
Granado finished in
the 114th spot out of
a group of 144 players
from across West Texas.

The varsity girls trav-
eled to Baird on Mon-
day, where they earned
an overall 4th-place fin-
ish, with Smith earning
a sixth-place spot. Head
Coach Marco Gomez
commented, “This was
a good experience for
our girls to get to play
at the course where the
regionals will be held
this year.”

The JV boys had a
chance to play against
some varsity players
in Marfa on Monday,
where they were able
to secure a second-
place team finish. The
team of Camilo Celaya,
Alec Ramos, Thaddeus
Prieto, and Ferris Daley
had a combined score
of 401. The varsity
boys traveled to Wink
yesterday, and every-
one is back in Alpine on
March 17 for the Alpine
tournament.

WINTER WEAR

ALL JACKETS, VESTS,
PULLOVERS, ETC.

MARCH 17-19

&

. TEXAS -

FARM STORE

EST 1986



www.877-445-9550lwww.transpecosbanks.com
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COUNTY - FROM 1

proactive in addressing
abandoned properties.
The goal, he explained,
is to get these proper-
ties into the hands of
buyers and back on the
tax rolls.

“We have to be ag-
gressive with our tax
collection because it’s
revenue we’re leaving
on the table,” he said.

He also clarified the
county’s intentions,
addressing concerns
about fairness. “We’re
not here to take houses
from widows and or-
phans,” he said, “but
the fact is we have a
lot of houses that have
been abandoned in
South County.”

District Clerk Sarah
Martinez and Sheriff

Ronny Dodson spoke
in favor of switching
to Purdue Brandon
Fielder Collins and
Mott LLP, which al-
ready represents sev-
eral other taxing enti-
ties within the county.

Martinez criticized
Linebarger for its han-
dling of a recent pub-
lic sale of 73 proper-
ties, alleging that the
firm had failed to pro-
vide adequate notice to
property owners.

“They are not giving
us the customer service
that we deserve at all,”
said Martinez.

“At the end of the
day, the law is the
law,” said Judge Hen-
ington, referring to the
nature of the job, “but
it is customer service”
that makes the differ-

ence.

Commissioners opt-
ed to gather more in-
formation before mak-
ing a formal decision.

The annual dump day
events for Terlingua
and Marathon were
also on the agenda. The
county has received an
$8,000 grant to help
fund the bulk trash dis-
posal. Still, Precinct 3
Commissioner Ruben
Ortega noted that this
amount would not cov-
er the full cost. Last
year’s collection to-
taled $25,000, he said.

To make the pro-
cess more efficient,
Commissioner Ortega
suggested staggering
the events so that the
County’s Road and
Bridge crew could as-
sist residents. Precinct

2 Commissioner Sara
Colando noted that this
would be particularly
helpful for elderly in-
dividuals who might
need help unloading
their bulk items.

The commissioners
set the dates: Terlin-
gua’s dump day will be
April 5 at the Brews-
ter County Road and
Bridge yard on FM
170. Marathon’s will
be on April 26 at the
same location.

The commissioners
also addressed the ris-
ing costs of autopsies
and cremation services
for unattended deaths
in the county. Judge
Henington reported
that 13 autopsies had
already been con-
ducted this calendar
year, with a budget of

$75,000 allocated for
such services. No ac-
tion was taken at this
meeting, but the court
acknowledged the need
to revisit the issue as
costs continue to in-
crease.

Looking ahead,
Brewster County will
again recognize Dark
Sky Week with a proc-
lamation setting the
April 21-25 event.
Commissioner Col-
ando made the motion
to approve, and Com-
missioner Westermann
seconded.

Westermann also ex-
pressed his support for
the county’s new dark
sky ordinance, which
will go into effect
on January 1, 2026.
At that time, law en-
forcement will have

the authority to issue
citations for non-com-
pliant outdoor lighting.

He noted that the
City of Alpine has al-
ready passed a simi-
lar measure, ensur-
ing that both city and
county residents will
be held to the same
standards in preserv-
ing the region’s pris-
tine night skies, which
Judge Henington noted
is part of what draws
hundreds of thousands
of tourists to the Big
Bend each year.

The next regular
meeting of the Brew-
ster County Com-
missioners Court is
scheduled for Tuesday,
March 25, at 9:30 a.m.
in the commissioner’s
courtroom.

MAMMOTH - FROM 1

ey Bjorklund from the
University of Kansas,
a CBBS collaborator
specializing in envi-
ronmental archaeology
who is interested in
studying ancient ani-
mals like the mam-
moth. All three, plus
anthropology profes-
sors Dr. Justin Garnett
and Dr. Devin Pet-
tigrew, met up at the
ranch as soon as pos-
sible to explore the dis-
covery further.

“It paid off big time,”
Juett says of their visit.
“When they confirmed
what they had uncov-
ered, I couldn’t believe
it.”

Schroeder says the
researchers quickly
verified that it was in-
deed a mammoth tusk,
a very rare find in West
Texas.

“The tusk was lo-
cated in the drainage
area of a creek bed,”
Schroeder says. “We
realized pretty quickly
there was not more to
the skeleton; it was
just an isolated tusk
that had been separated
from the rest of the re-
mains.”

The researchers then
spent two days plaster-
jacketing the tusk —
covering it in strips of
plaster-covered burlap
for protection — and
building a frame to

transfer it to Sul Ross
State University for
further study.

“A local [who sub-
sequently wrote his
PhD dissertation on
it] found one in Fort
Stockton in the 1960s,”
Schroeder says, noting
that it’s the only mam-
moth tusk in the Trans-
Pecos that was carbon
dated, as that process
began in the 1950s.
“There was a big range
of error back then. Now
we can get it down to a
narrower range within
500 years.”

Carbon dating results
will be available in
the next few months.
While researchers
study the new find with
newer technologies,
the discovery sparks
our imaginations.

“Seeing that mam-
moth tusk just brings
the ancient world to
life,” Juett says of the
find that created a buzz
of excitement for ev-
eryone involved. “Now,
I can’t help but imag-
ine that huge animal
wandering around the
hills on the O2 Ranch.
My next thought is al-
ways about the people
that faced those huge
tusks with only a stone
tool in their hand!”

SUMMIT « FROM 1

underway currently
will be discussed at the
meeting to be held on
March 24, from 5:30
to 7:30 p.m. at Our
Lady of Peace Catho-
lic Church. Kirsten
Moody, one of the or-
ganizers of the event
and a board member
of Alpine Community
Projects, asked that
those who are inter-
ested contact her so
that they have an idea
of how many people to
expect.

Once again, this is
free of charge to the
public and everyone is
invited.

Of the

ideas that

came out of the inau-
gural summit that are

currently underway to
being implemented are
kids summer program-
ming, a regional busi-
ness and promotional
alliance, an upcoming
housing symposium,
the possible creation of
a new Alpine Chamber
of Commerce, and a
beautification project,
along with some other
ideas that are brewing.

The organizers hope
to leave this second
gathering with at least
five new projects
emerging from this
second round of ses-
sions. For more infor-
mation or to register
your attendance, con-
tact Kirsten Moody at
kirsten@alpinecommu-

[nityprojects.org}

www.alpineavalanche.com

BCSO continues crackdown on illegal aliens

I 75 i

e om0 A P
A common occurrence in Brewster County and for the Brewster County Sheriff’s Office is the apprehension of

A

illegal aliens. Last Friday, a group of five suspects were reported on private property southeast of Marathon.
Deputies and U.S. Border Patrol tracked the group, who were from Brazil and Mexico. They were turned over
to USBP for processing and deportation.

Photo courtesy of BCSO

U.S. Attorney prosecutions result in multiple sentencings

BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Multiple sentences have
been handed down recently
pertaining to human smug-
gling as well as the smug-
gling of narcotics involving
cartels and other criminal
organizations, and assaults
on federal officers.

Sentencing for Kevin
Dominguez, 26, of Katy,
was held on January 24
after he was indicted in a
two-count indictment in
September. He was sen-
tenced to 18 months in pris-
on in a Del Rio courtroom
for one count of assaulting,
resisting, or impeding cer-
tain officers or employees.
Court documents noted that
Dominguez drove a sedan
to the U.S. Border Patrol
immigration checkpoint on
U.S. Highway 57 on Au-
gust 1, 2023, where a U.S.
Border Patrol canine alert-
ed the agents to the trunk.
This revealed an individual
inside, and when USBP
noticed the individual,
Dominguez backed up and
struck the agent with the
vehicle before fleeing the
checkpoint, which resulted
in a high-speed chase.

A U.S. Border Patrol he-
licopter noticed two occu-
pants exit the vehicle into
an open field, where one of
the individuals was located
and confirmed to be an un-
documented citizen from
Honduras. The FBI inves-
tigated the case, and As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Matt
Kass prosecuted the case.

A New York man was
sentenced to 10 years in
federal prison in a San
Antonio courtroom after
leading a deputy from the
Kendall County Sherift’s
Department on a high-
speed chase in July 2022,
resulting in injuries to 11
undocumented citizens
after a quick exit off the
highway resulted in him

crashing the vehicle.

Peter Diaz-Vasquez, 28,
of Bronx, admitted trav-
eling from New York by
plane and renting a vehicle
where he was hired to pick
up an unknown number
of undocumented citizens
near Uvalde. Diaz-Vasquez
said he was to be paid $800
per person to transport
them to a location near San
Antonio or Austin.

“This case clearly high-
lights the extreme dangers
posed by human smug-
gling,” said U.S. Attor-
ney Jaime Esparza for the
Western District of Texas.

Homeland Security In-
vestigations and the Ken-
dall County Sheriff’s De-
partment investigated this
case, which Assistant U.S.
Attorney Amanda Brown
prosecuted.

A Mexican national un-
lawfully residing in Texas
was sentenced on February
13 to life in federal prison
for criminal actions as the
leader of a drug trafficking
organization that was tied
to a Mexican cartel.

Jose Ramon Castillo-
Lopez, aka “Pepo,” 30 of
Namiquipa, Chihuahua,
Mexico, according to court
documents, supplied a co-
conspirator with a firearm,
along with methamphet-
amine, cocaine, heroin,
and fentanyl “M30” pills
for distribution purposes.
Castillo-Lopez also utilized
a garage in Midland to dis-
assemble stolen vehicles
as load vehicles used to
transport illicit drugs and
money.

Castillo-Lopez pleaded
guilty on September 23,
2024, to one count of con-
spiracy to possess with in-
tent to distribute 50 grams
or more of actual meth-
amphetamine and 5 kgs
or more of a mixture and
substance containing a de-
tectable amount of cocaine.

“Mr. Castillo-Lopez now

has a lifetime to contem-
plate his terrible choices,”
said Towanda R. Thorne-
James, Special Agent in
Charge of DEA’s El Paso
Division. “He willingly
put the lives of Texans and
Mississippians at risk, and
now he’s facing the con-
sequences. The men and
women of the DEA will
continue to bring other
drug traffickers like him to
their own day reckoning.”

The DEA investigated
this case with assistance
from the Texas Department
of Public Safety, the Mid-
land Sheriff’s Department,
the Odessa Police Depart-
ment, and the Midland
Police Department. Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Patrick
Sloane prosecuted the case.

Finally, a member of
an El Paso transnational
criminal organization, Luis
Edward Castro, 28, work-
ing for “La Empresa,” was
sentenced on February 20
to 235 months in prison for
his role in a hostage-taking
conspiracy. According to
court documents, Castro
forcibly kidnapped a man
in Juarez, Mexico, from
his motel room at gunpoint
in August 2023. After the
kidnapping, Castro sent
proof-of-life videos to the
victim’s family, and mul-
tiple unknown subjects
sent threatening phone
calls and demanded pay-
ments from his family. The
family ended up sending
approximately $9,000 for
the safe travel and release
of the victim.

An investigation of Cas-
tro led to law enforcement
officers descending to his
address in El Paso, where
searching the residence
yielded six undocumented
noncitizens and multiple
firearms. Castro was ar-
rested on September 5,
2023, and charged with
six counts pertaining to
harboring and transporting

undocumented noncitizens
for money, hostage-taking,
and possession of a fire-
arm with an obliterated se-
rial number. Castro pleaded
guilty to the hostage-taking
in September 2024.

Acting U.S. Attorney
Margaret Leachman for
the Western District of
Texas stated, “This case
highlights some of the
many dangers posed by
transnational criminal or-
ganizations on both sides
of our southern border, and
Castro’s sentencing of two
decades in federal prison is
a significant penalty. I am
thankful to our partners at
the FBI and the U.S. Bor-
der Patrol, whose investi-
gative skill and expertise
led to the recovery of these
kidnapping victims and the
outcome of this case.”

Assistant U.S. Attorneys
Mathew Englebaum and
Kyle Myers prosecuted the
case through an investiga-
tion by the FBI and USBP.

On May 6 of last year, a
Mexican national, Carlos
Emesto Guerrero-Guitier-
rez, pleaded guilty to three
counts of assault on a fed-
eral officer. Guerrero-Gui-
terrez was being detained
with 20 other individuals
at an El Paso processing
center in November 2023
when he became disrup-
tive, forcing U.S. Border
Patrol agents to isolate him.
He then proceeded to dis-
mantle the pod’s frame he
was in, removing a wood-
en board containing nails.
When agents responded,
Guerrero-Gutierrez bit one
agent on the leg and injured
two others with the board.
He was ultimately subdued
after two taser employment
attempts, handcuffed, and
restrained. He was sen-
tenced in federal court in
El Paso to 46 months in
prison.
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LOOKING BACK

March 5, 1954

Shown above are the officers west Texas State college, San| Toxas Stae colleg

who fmid-d over the annual ro. Marcos: Dr.
wlonal

:;:ul Hoss college hero last woek- |loge: Jorry
Treas.

Alpha Chi Officers

Alpha Chi convertion held | president of host Sul Ross col. |show, Texas Christian Uni

Leit 1o right: National Ssc.. | Christian  colleg Bessie | £
Dean A. H. Noile, South. |Shook, regional Sec.-Treas., North| Lake college, San Antonlo,

Bryan Wildenthal, | jonal president. D

Earnhart, Abilnnv|!=§inm! wice.prosident
e Migg i0 | Margaret Hose, Our Lady of th

Alpine Avalanche

SERVING THE B1G BEND
AND DAVIS MOUNTAINS COUNTRY

March 5, 1954

'{ e _i:nusins Meet In Korea |

i 5

Pfe. Aqustin Garcia, left, son of Mr, and Mrs. Tuburcio Garcia, and
Pie, Tim?l':o Fierro, son of Mr, and Mrs. Pablo Fierro, both of Mar.
athor;, met recently in Korea, The two boys are cousink and had no!

seen each other for 16 months, Garcia has been in Korea six month:

and Fierro for four months, stationed only five miles apart and eact
mot knowing the cther was there until Fierro's mother sent him Gar
cia’s address. The parents are happy fo know the boys are together—
and of course the boys are happy 100.

ta Chapter at Sul Ross State Col.
lege is pictured above: Bottom Hoss English
row: Sue Britt, Amarillo; Shirley
Parker, Alpine; Charlotte Holmes,
Alpine. Middle
Weeg, Big Spring: Alice Owens,
[pres), Alpine, Lynette Sullivan,
Houston; Mrs. Vianna Wade. Top

March 26, 1954

row: Frances majors on minors ai

Newly installed Sigma Tau Del. row: Dr. Elton R. Miles [sponscr], national English fraternity. The
| Dr. Allen Briggs, both of the Sul Alpha Zeta chapter. installed
| facultyr

Green, and Andy Kurie,
tonio, These students are English ly naticnal chapter lormed during
Sul Ross 1954, the thirtieth anniversary of

Cordell March 3, is the fourlventh Texas
San An. chapter io be formed. Tt is the on.

State College and form a part of Sigma Tau Delta.—Photo by Carl
the membership of the Alpha Ze. Williams,
ta chapter of Sigma Tau Delis,!

Photos from the Alpine Avalanche Archives at Archives of the Big Bend, Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library and Portal of Texas.

Devil’s ivy needs to grow vertically for large foliage

Dear Neil, I saw a
devil’s ivy plant with
huge (dinner-plate-
sized) leaves in a trop-
ical botanic garden.
How can I get mine
to produce leaves that
large?

That’s “adult” foliage,
and it’s only produced
on stems that are grow-
ing vertically. For home
gardeners, that usually
means growing them
on what florists used
to call “totem poles.”
When you see a plant
that’s been trained in
that way, you’ll notice
that the bottom-most
leaves are smaller than
the top leaves. As the
plant reaches the top of
the pole and its stems
start to droop past its
support, the leaf sizes
quickly decrease. Many
years ago, my wife and
I were on Maui near
Hana. We were visit-
ing the small cemetery
where Charles Lind-
bergh is buried. The
lane back to the en-
trance was lined with
trees draped with devil’s
ivy plants and leaves
18 inches across. They
were spectacular.

GARDENER’S
MAILBAG

by neil sperry

As a side note, you’ll
see a common Texas
landscape plant, English
ivy (unrelated to devil’s
ivy), doing a similar
thing as it climbs. Its
relatively small leaves
on the ground trans-
form into larger, almost
rounded leaves when
they’re produced on
vertical stems. That’s
also the only place that
you’ll see English ivy
producing its clusters
of flowers. It will never
happen on the trailing
juvenile growth.

Dear Neil, I have
had trouble growing
Russelia (firecracker
fern) in pots. They
get full sun. I bring
them in during cold

weather. I keep the soil
moist and give them
fertilizer. They thrive
in the ground where
I grow them at our
place in South Texas,
but they’re puny in
pots and never bloom.
What could I be doing
wrong?

Without a photo, I'll
have to guess a little.
This is a vigorous plant
that grows to several
feet tall (although it
weeps, so it may not ap-
pear to be that tall). If
your container plants
are “puny,” it may be
that the pots are too
small and the reservoir
of soil is too little to ac-
commodate their water
and nutrient needs. We
frequently water plants
in pots because of that,
which can leach nu-
trients out of the soil
quickly. That would
be my first guess. I'd
also wonder about how
hot the exposure was.
Again, plants in pots
can get much warmer
when their root systems
are exposed to the hot
summer sun. You men-
tioned that you protect
your plants during cold

which i1s a

weather,
good thing. Plants that
are at all tender to cold
lose about two hardi-
ness zones of winter
durability when their
roots are left exposed
to freezes in pots. You
don’t have that much
wiggle room with this
plant. However, that
doesn’t sound like the
problem here. Other
than those thoughts,
I’m out of ideas without
seeing the plants.

Dear Neil, what is
the best way to trim
my Asian jasmine? It
browned from the sec-
ond cold spell.

I set my mower as
high as it will go (al-
most 4 inches). I care-
fully push it into one
side of a bed to see its
impact before I commit
to doing the entire bed. I
trim mine often enough
that it’s usually just
about right, but if a bed

ACROSS

1 TXism: “___ pipe
cinch” (certain)

5 TXism: “got time
on my hands”

6 film made in Texas:

43

45

“ Zapata!” 46
7 TX Penal Code 47
makes

offense to drive 49
while intoxicated

8 TXism: “couldn’t
find neither hide
____hair of him”

9 many cowboys

once chewed it

Galveston has

largest Mardi _____

celebration in Texas

TXism: “nervous

16

18

Texas “ragtime” Joplin
Texas Longhorn beef
has __ than

many other breeds

early Texas film
actress, Vinson (init.)

McAllen religious AM
Astro or Ranger pitcher

injury: cuff
this TX Brown won

bronze medal in shot
put in 1960

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

Copyright 2025 by Orbison Bros.

20

early cooler

hasn’t been trimmed
for several years, that
might be a severe cut
that would leave things
looking really barren.
Either way, the jasmine
will come back very
quickly. Apply a high-
nitrogen fertilizer and
water it thoroughly.
You may be amazed at
how pretty it looks as it
starts to regrow.

Your other alterna-
tive would be using a
gasoline-powered hedge
trimmer to cut. You’d
have to rev it up to a
fairly high speed to cut

through the wiry stems,
and it would wear your
back out if the bed was
very large. But if the
planting has built up
some depth, it may be
the only alternative.
Line trimmers, at least
in my experience, tug
at the jasmine stems
too much, pulling them
loose in the process.
Have a question you’d
like Neil to consider? E-
mail him at mailbag@
lsperrygardens.com).
Neil regrets that he can-
not reply to questions
individually.
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Quickie®
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SAVE 45% OR MORE
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YOUR CHOICE
Midwest Can®
5 gal. Gas or Diese!
Can ¥ 248 474, 470

SAVE 30% DR MORE SAVE 35% OR MORE
16.99 4.59

Miracle-Gro®
B gt Potting Mix L 462 606

2B8.98sue price

=B.00 msran reaare:

Scott®
200-pk. Shop
Towels H 181 832

34.99su5pace
5

= DN“M“!!IT!"

29.998 [

FINAL PRICE

4,000 ft. Turl
Sulla-:‘mpla Action
L 232 545 *Limit 2 par ofter with
Trum Value Aswmris® Canl

g
FINAL PRICE -
37.99 " p5gg
Green Thumb* 35.2 oz, Weed & Grass  Fiskars®
5/8 in. x 50 ft. Rubbar Killerd Concentrate 2 pc. Lopper/Pruner
Barden Hose | 138 611 Hﬁmkmumu W Tool Set T 215 350
MORRISON TRUE VALUE
301 N 5TH ST Jhuelalue
ALPINE, TEXAS 79830 —
432-837-2061 Sale ends 03/31/25

NS Toun ikt Ciguany LLC

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®.
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www.mccoys.com
www.mccoys.com
www.sperrygardens.com
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ERRORS - Please check your ad the first day of pub-
lication. We are only responsible for the first incorrect
insertion of any ad. Publisher’s liability for damages re-
sulting from errors in any advertising that it has agreed to
publish shall be limited to the amount actually received
by the publisher in consideration for its agreement to

not current.

PAYMENT - All Classified Ads must be paid in ad-
vance.

EMAIL - Send your (lassified Ads to the Al-
pine Avalanche by email at shelley.maroney
alpineavalanche.com

publish the advertisement in question. It shall not be
responsible for any consequential damages suffered by
any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due in the office by 12:00
(noon) on Tuesday.

HOURS- You may place your ad in person at 704 E.

Holland, Alpine, TX 79830 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (all 432-
837-3334.

CANCELLATIONS - All ads may be cancelled for the
next publication until 12:00 (noon) on the Monday be-
fore publication.

ACCEPTANCE - The publisher wants to do everything

that is possible within the confines of good taste and
legal constraints to help you advertise your product or
service to the best advantage. We reserve the right to
edit or reject any copy or insertion that does not meet
our standards of acceptance. The Alpine Avalanche does
not run ads for anyone whose balance on previous ads is

FOR RENT/LEASE

FOR RENT/LEASE

Rentals Available.
Call Rhonda Cole
432-837-5539

2 bedroom/2
bath, quiet
country home

6 miles south of
Alpine on Hwy
118. Beautiful
views, secluded,
washer/dryer
hookups, new
floors, vaulted
ceilings. $1,000/
month plus
deposit. 432-
249-0569

Efficiency Cabin
- Clean furnished
efficiency cabin,
large bedroom,
bath, kitchenette,
employment

and references
checked. Non-
smoking, no pets.
Call Gayle at 210-
315-3133.

Historic effi-

ciency apartment
available. $575
incudes rent,
water, electricity,
trash, basic wifi.

$300 deposit.
432-299-8428

Hampton Inn is

seeking dedi-
cated employees
to fill the night
audit. Excellent
pay and benefits.
Please apply in
person at 2607
West Highway
90.

WANT T0 BUY

I buy cast iron
skillets please
text or call 512-
963-7533.

ITEMS FOR SALE:

2020 Nissan Al-
tima SL, 1 owner,
62,500 miles,
fully loaded,
always garaged,
fuel efficient,
well maintained,
immaculate,
$18,500 San
Antonio. Call for
pictures 210-215-
0805.

N
LIST

One Spot.
Lots of
Passibilities!

@

CARS, TRUCKS,
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR
SALE & FOR RENT

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS
PETS FOR ADOPTION

0

GARAGE SALES

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH,
MUCH MORE.

Reach potential buyers
when you advertise
in the Classifieds!

Place your ad today at

432-837-3334

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

ALPINE
AVALANCHE
CLASSIFIEDS

Greenhouse Grown

We are seeking a highly skilled and experienced Master
Electrician to join our team in Marfa and FT Davis.

Responsibilities:

* Install, maintain, and repair electrical systems

+ Conduct routine inspections and maintenance
on electrical systems to ensure compliance with
safety regulations

* Read blueprints and schematics to identify
electrical systems and locate faults

+ Ensure all electrical work is done in accordance
with the National Electric Code (NEC).

* Train and lead teams performing electrical
system work

Qualifications:

+ Master Electrician License for the State of Texas
(Required)

+ Strong problem-solving skills and attention to
detail

+ Ability to work at heights and in confined spaces

* Ability to read and interpret electrical schematics
and blueprints

+ Experience with electrical troubleshooting and
repair

* Proficiency with ohmmeter usage

+ Strong technical background and excellent
problem-solving skills

* Bilingual English/Spanish preferred

Please send resumes to ebaeza@villagefarms.com
or call 432-729-3071 ext. 607 to inquire

NURSE SUPERVISOR

ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

(MO

MEDICAL DOCTOR

FULL TIME HUMAN RESOURCES

« FULL TIME PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANT

« FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER

« NURSE- CNA OR MEDICAL ASSISTANT
AND REGISTERED NURSE

« DENTIST

« ALPINE HOUSEKEEPING
Part Time- 5pm- 8pm

« DIRECTOR OF NURSING

Must be licensed in the State of Texas,

Alpine Location

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.
Please call us before arrival

432-837-4812

For info, please call 432-837-4812
Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at:
pchsmedclinic.org|

432.837.3334

Subscribe
today!

www.alpine
avalanche.com

Big Bend Regional Hospital Di
Employment Opportunity

The Big Bend Regional Hospital District is now accepting |
applications for a full-time Patient Advocate

position at our office in Alpine, Texas.

The Patient Advocate will assist clients with enrollment
in state/local assistance programs and other health
initiatives. Job requirements include: high school
diploma or equivalent, proficiency in English and
Spanish, excellent communication skills with clients and
the community, solid grasp of how state and federally
funded benefits programs work, two years experience
in social services, customer service, case management,
or other field-related experience. Monthly travel in a
company-provided vehicle is required to our Presidio
office and for outreach in areas of Presidio and Brewster
County. Salary commensurate with experience. Benefits
include: health insurance, generous PTO and paid
holiday schedule, and retirement contributions.

and cover letter to
they can be dropped

For more information call 432-837-7051.

The Big Bend Regional Hospital District is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

. rorwar d
-~ Trusted since 1891 |

..

T

to advertise, call us at

432.837.3334

AREYOU ADVERTISING?

To grow your business, you must increase

YOUR VISIBILITY.

Alpine Avalanche



www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.avalanche.com
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Celebrating highest attendance

s

Alpine Elementary second graders celebrated their highest attendance records with popsicles and ex-

tra recess this week.

Holiday Inn
Express

2004 East Highway 90 | Alpine, Tx.
432-837-9597
Iwww.holidayinnexpress.com|

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. « Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams ¢ 432-837-9117

li Eacebook.com/gcfalginel

“Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you; For
every one that asketh receiveth;
and he that seeketh findeth and
to him that knocketh it shall be
opened.” The words of Jesus
Christ”- Matthew 7:7-8

Sunday Evenings

BIL BEND

6:00-7:00 PM
BIBLE
Moss Creek Chapel

FELLOWSHIP 16043 State Hwy 118
Discussion Alpine, Texas

on topics

relevant to Phone:

our times 432-244-8859

= ADVERTISE
HERE!
Call
432-837-3334

Phyl fy
Rehabillmlionmemm r
Sports Medicine & Athletic Training Services

exlra services .. extra value. ..

1901 W. Highway 90
Alpine, Texas 79830
432-837-5918

extraordinary outcomes and satisfaction .

1525 N Grandview Avenue 1365 W. University Blvd. 3404 N. Midland Drive
Odessa, Texas 79764 Suite C
Midland, Texas 79707

432 617.3110

Texas 79761

Ddexa
i Y iy 432 580.0011

ADVERTISE
HERE!
Call
432-837-3334

[

Acts 2: Verses 17-21

verse 17, "And it shall come to
pass in the last days, said God,
| will pour out of my spirit upon
all flesh, and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams;”

verse 21, "And it shall come to
pass that whosever shall call on
the name of the Lord shall be
saved”

| (432) 837-1888

MAVERICK BANK

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

FORT DAVIS | ALPINE | PRESIDIO I {Bi¢

NHS.

Courtesy photo

Devotional Page
‘Mountaintop Christianity’

BY COLEMAN REIDLING

FBC Alpine, Texas

One of the great things about living in the Big
Bend area is the mountains. Mountains seem never
to change, yet the passing of the seasons or shadows
brings new vistas and elicits fresh wonder.

On a recent hiking trip, | got to thinking about
mountains and how they offer the Christian a few re-
minders on living well.

First, mountains are steady and sure. Psalm 18
describes God as one’s strength and rock of refuge. In
Psalm 40, David has a crisis that felt like sinking in the
sand, but God saved him and set his feet on a solid rock,
making his steps secure. In the New Testament, Jesus
Christ is said to be the “cornerstone” (Eph. 2:20).

Mountains evoke awe and remind us of God’s eter-
nality. Mountain peaks offer a sense of something al-
most timeless because they are so vast and solid.

We, on the other hand, are here today and gone
tomorrow. Without Jesus as the center of my life, my
short life will be full of shaky decisions and aimless
direction. You and | are only as steady and sure as our
relationship to God. We can try to find security in other
things or relationships, but God alone is the solid rock.
He will never fail us. As we love God and draw near to
Him through His Son Jesus, His Spirit will transform
us to become steady and sure people who chase the

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)
903 Fighting Buck Ave.
Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell
432-837-7170

ollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC
South Hwy. 118, 837-1720
Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264
Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD
South 11th & Avenue|
Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA'l
BAHA' FAITH
1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487
Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST
East Hwy. 90, 837-5205
Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH
Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua
SS @ 10,00
Worship @ 11:00
(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OURLADY OF PEACE
5th Street & Gallego Ave,, 837-3304
Fr. Hector Chicas, Fr.Edroud Jean
ST.MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
211 W.San Antonio, Marfa
(432) 729-4694
Fr. Hector Chicas, Fr. Edroud Jean

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST
2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591
10:45 a.m. Sundays
Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.
Curtis Wubbena, Minister

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST
North Austin Street
Marfa, TX 79843
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275
Pastor Lana Covington
EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES' EPISCOPAL, ALPINE
Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133
Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary
& St. Joseph, Lajitas
www.bigbendepiscopalmission.orq]
JEHOVAH'S WITNESS
JEHOVAH'S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL
1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN

Send updates to:
publisher@alpineavalanche.com

Kingdom, follow through on our commitments, and are
wise enough not to over-promise.

Second, mountains got that way because of a lot
of time and pressure. It is a reality of Scripture and of
life that God refines us through pain and discomfort.
“Pain,” C.S. Lewis said, “is God's megaphone.” Pain gets
our attention. Once God has our attention, we either
draw near to Himin trust or turn away in distrust. Never
let the pain you are walking through today make you
believe that God doesn't have a purposeful tomorrow
for you. Besides, if God could make solid Christians out
of aLa-Z-Boy and Netflix, He would have. But the Bible
and church history indicate God uses the storms, trials,
and pressures of life to build us up — higher and dloser
to Him than we ever could be otherwise.

Third, mountains share. A mountain never hoards
rain for itself but instead “sips” what it needs and gener-
ously passes the rest down to places a little lower than
itself. A mountain sharing the water of life with the val-
ley below is a metaphor for a Christian’s attitude toward
others. God’s material and spiritual gifts are never to
store up for ourselves. Luke 12 tells the story of a man
who stored up hay in bigger and bigger bamns. He was
the talk of the town. Then, one day, he died, and all his
hay rotted. God pronounced a dreadful decree over this
man: “You fool!” So, let’s take it from a mountain and
share a little with someone today.

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH- LCMS
1003 W. Holland Ave.
432-279-0744
atxredeemer@yahoo.com
www.redeemeralpinetx.com|
Sunday Service @ 4:00pm
Wed Night Bible Study @ 5:00pm

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST
208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280
Pastor Stephen White

Latter-Day Saints
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST.JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH
405 E. Gallego
Services: 6pm Saturday » 10am Sunday
bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449
Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND
1308 N. 5th St
http://bigbenduu.org|

MESSIANIC
Hebraic Roots Aviv Fellowship
Shabbat 12 Noon Saturday
Chaplain’s Garvin & Stephanie Shiflet
51160 TX-118 South, (432) 371-2999

HebraicRootgAvivFellowship.org

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOQOY CHURCH
E.U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822
Wendel Elliott, Pastor
bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
801 E. Brown, 386-6203
Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers
fwww.facebook.com/gcfalpine/]

ST. LUKE'S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL
Welcomes you.
Holy Communion 11 am Sunday
1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653
Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha
Rev. Jean O'Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462
Laura Belkin, 729-3063
6 p.m. Monday Nights
Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH
Paster- Adam Lopez
Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM
212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas « 646-509-5072

In what activities did
you participate in
High School?

| participated in
Baseball, Football, and

it

What was your
favorite momentin
the last four years?
Probably going to the
football games and also
looking forward to the

next few years.

Who was your
favorite teacher/
coach, and why?
Coach Dominguez,
because he encourages
everyone to be the best
version of themselves.

What are your plans
after High School?

I plan on going to
college to study
business and
marketing.

Sponsored by

Credit Union

111 N. 2nd St » Alpine, TX 79830

J,f'_

Q/{ampMy

(Jnro
S
2607 West US Hwy. 90 « Alpine, Texas
432-837-7344

Mellssa Gonzales

Restaurant General Manager

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830
432-837-5819

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

SKINNER’S LLC

DRILLING & WELL SERVICE
Water Well Drilling & Complete Well Service

432-837-2497

Serving you since 1978!

Walter Skinner Master License 2838 Al

SPnice

Drive-In_
Sonic Fountain Drinks

DOWNLOADOUR 272 Priee |
MOBILE APP

2-4 pm Every
602 Holland Ave. E
Alpine, Texas 79830
432-837-5521

\%MBWM

s
K

Pastor Reidling Coleman

Sunday Worship
@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. « Alpine TX 79830 « (432) 837-2487
_— 7 -

ADVERTISE
HERE!
Call
432-837-3334

First United
Methodist

Church
208 East Sul Ross Avenue
Alpine, TX 79830-4722
(432) 837-2286

Ephesians 4: 31-32

“Let all bitterness, and wrath,
and anger, and clamor, and
evil speaking, be put away
from you, with all malice;
and be kind one to another,
tender hearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for

Christ’s sake hath forgiven

4

you.



www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.maverick.bank
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.avivfellowship.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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BOOKS

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

410 N. Fifth Street
P.0. Box 418
@ Alpine, Texas 79830

Office 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

SIDE
JEFF DAVIS

" 4

'iflﬂN_E.\\‘ ‘

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com e [www.ellysonabstract.com|

AIR/HEAT

ACTION HEATING
AND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units
Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands
Preventive contracts available

Call or text 432-386-0275

Actionishot2@gmail.com
LICENSE: TACLA27924E

RE—READSQ

USeD BOOKSTORE

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT
805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at
|[AlpinePublicLibrary.org|

CAR RENTAL

" Small Car Bewtal ™

Toan

ONLINE BOOKING| FAST & EASY| INSURANCE
432.244.4454

222 W DICKINSON BLVD | FORT STOCKTON
WWW.SIMALL TOWNCARREN [AL.COM]

' 432 360 5027
\
|
:

FortStockton /JVII'I@ Ii UP

Brand New - Fully Renovated

! New Managment and Tenants
1101 W Sherer St, Fort Stockton

ﬂ Fully Furnished available
Leasing TODAY
432-299-7042
AUTO DETAIL

.\ XPEL Paint Protection Film
yWindow Tinting  Auto Storage
% | Auto Detailing « Ceramic Coating
Powder Coating

Call for Appointment

432-831-9189

511 W. Holland - Alpine

g STABLE

PERFORMANCE CARS

EORTSSTOCKTON
432-336-6670

JACPINE!
Pallanez-YAGENJI;

432-837-3293
24HourServicellMajor/Credit{CardsYAccepted

David;

Since 1959

REMIE’S BODY SHOP INC.

Complete Auto Repair & Glass
Insurance Claims
Grille Guards, Hail Repair © Paintless or Conventional

CALL FOR ESTIMATES » PICK-UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE

800 Exst b7 For Stockron 79735 © 432-336-5181 © 432-336-6931 Fax
Rastiro Ramos & Ramsev Ramios

SEST BODY SHOP

ANERE R
Family Owned & Operated
Served Alpine Since 1995 - Over 30 Years Experience

~= 506 W. Holland Ave.
/‘_“\

Alpine « 432-837-7275

Towing Available - Estimates

DML Clocks

2003 Fort Davis Hwy.
Alpine, Tx 79830 « 432-837-5330 » 386-6777
* Expert Clock Repair, All Types
* Pocket Watch Repair & Cleaning
+ Watch Batteries Installed
+ Free Pick Up & Delivery In our Area
» Estimate Before Repairs, Insured

Call Today and Get Your Timepiece Repaired

% KINKADE
4321386-3296

/ "PO. BOX 1934
LPINE, TX 79831

wmo.\-\u.-\.\h pENTAL Kermit (&7 Smiiles

Dr. Anusha Kotha, DDS
General Dentist

310 S. Allen Ave.
Monahans, TX 79756
Tel: 432-943-5555

402 E. Austin St
Kermit, TX 79745
Tel: 432-586-2911

HIGHLAND DRUG

PECOS COUNTY
FEED & SUPPLY

500 W. Hornbeck
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net
fwww.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com|

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. - Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. - Sun. CLOSED

Phone
(432) 336-6877

\
OHITCHELLS

Furniture & Flooring

/ @
Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.
910 E. Holland
Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

387 West | H 10, 2nd Floor
(432) 336- 2291 or (432) 336 2058

I 387 West I H 10, Suite B “ Family Care Center Walk-In Clinic
(432) 336-0700 511 N Main Street
(432) 336-4544

Make an appointment with our providers today!

Your only locally owned and operated
Home Health Care Agency since 2011

Serving the communities of
 HOME HEs Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,
i Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Qur skilled services are customized to each individual' health care needs.
We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled
Nursing

Physical  Occupational
Therapy  Therapy

Speech
Therapy

2271 West Interstate 10

Fort Stockton, TX 79735
(432) 336-9600

~ www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com|

by HILTON

2115 Interstate 10 W.
BeSt Fort Stockton, TX 79734
Western 23367000
P Lus 800-780-7234
i www.bestwestern.com

; Holiday Inn

Exprpss
= ™ S
+ State of the Art Fitness * Hot Breakfast Bar +On-site quest seff -« Healthfitness center
Center + Business Center & laundry facilties on-site
+ Indoor Pools & Spa Meeting Room « Free breakfast - kids ~ + Indoor pool and Spa
+ Pet Friendly + Wheelchair Accessible | €t ree! *+ Motorcycle cover
+ Business center parking
2607 West Us Hwy.90 | Alpine, Texas 2004 East Hwy 90 | Alpin, Texas
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com| www.holidayinnexpress.com



www.alpinepubliclibrary.org
www.ellysonabstract.com
www.smalltowncarrental.com
www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwester.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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Gear up for St. Pat’s with Irish favorites

r - — = "

COLCANNON
INGREDIENTS

21/2 pounds of potatoes, peeled and cubed

4 slices of bacon

1/2 a small head of cabbage, chopped

1large onion, chopped

1/2 cup milk

1/4 cup butter, melted

salt and pepper to taste
DIRECTIONS

In a saucepan, bring potatoes to a boil and cook
until tender, about 15-20 minutes. Drain.

As the potatoes are cooking, cook the bacon until
browned. Remove and drain on paper towels, then
crumble, reserving the fat.

Saute the cabbage and onion in the bacon fat
until soft and translucent, about 10 to 15 minutes.
Cover the skillet to decrease cooking time if desired.
Remove from heat.

Mash potatoes with milk, salt, and pepper in a
large bowl. Fold in bacon, cabbage, and onion, then
transfer to a large serving bowl.

Make a well in the middle of the potatoes and
pour in the melted butter. Serve hot.

Colcannon

LONG-TERM CARE

Courtesy photos

Drive Thru

GELEERATION

LIQUOR STORE

704 W Holland Ave | Alpine, TX
(432) 837-7479

Nothing says St. Patrick’s
Day better than Beef Guin-
ness Stew and Colcannon.
Perhaps besides green beer
and Jameson’s, but not all,
can partake in the merri-
ment that ensues after copi-
ous amounts of those liba-
tions.

Everyone, however, can
dig into a hearty stew and
buttery potatoes and cab-
bage.

Traditionally, Irish Stew
does not contain beef or
Guinness. Instead, it was
commonplace to use mut-
ton or lamb shanks and
necks along with root veg-
etables such as potatoes and
onions. The addition of the
lamb or mutton allowed
the stew to be stretched to
better feed the family. Beef
was not part of the equation
until the Irish immigrated to
America. And it is thought
that the Guinness was add-
ed by some ingenious pub
owner, adding flavor and
tenderness to the beef.

Colcannon is considered
Ireland’s “fortune-telling
mashed potato dish.” Po-
tatoes were a main staple
in Irish cooking in the 17th
century, and by the mid-
18th century, colcannon had

HEAD OVER
MEALS

by kara gerbert

emerged as an Irish staple
food. This dish of mashed
potatoes and garden kale or
cabbage helped link ancient
and modern Ireland, as kale
and cabbage were staples in
the Irish diet prior to the po-
tato’s arrival.

While colcannon is con-
sidered a side dish, Beef
Guinness Stew is often
paired with mashed pota-
toes, so technically, these

Guinness Stew
-

BEEF AND GUINNESS STEW

INGREDIENTS

4slices of bacon

21/2 Ibs. boneless beef chuck, cut into 2-inch
pieces

11/2 teaspoons salt, divided or more to taste

Fresh ground black pepper to taste

2 onions, coarsely chopped

4 cloves of garlic, minced

1 can of Guinness

1/4 cup of tomato paste

3 carrots, cut into 1-inch pieces

2ribs of celery, cutinto 1-inch pieces

> 4 sprigs of fresh thyme
two dishes could be eaten 1 teaspoon white sugar
together since mashed po- | 1teaspoon white vinegar

tatoes are an option for the
stew.

However, if you choose
to enjoy either of these tasty
Irish cuisines, whether to-
gether or separately, they
both will help to ring in a
wholesome St. Patrick’s

1/4 teaspoon fresh ground black pepper to taste

21/2 cups of chicken stock, or as needed to cover

4 cups of mashed potatoes (optional)
DIRECTIONS

Cook and stir bacon in a heavy skillet until
browned and crisp. Remove from the skillet and
transfer to a large stew pot, reserving the bacon fat
inthe skillet.

Season the cubed beef with one teaspoon of
salt and black pepper to taste. Turn the heat to high

under the skillet and sear the beef in the hot fat on
both sides until browned about five minutes. Place
the beef in the stew pot with the bacon, leaving the
fatin the skillet.

Turn the heat down to medium. Cook and stir the
onions until browned and season with a large pinch
of salt. Add the garlicand cook for about one minute.
Then add the beer and stir with a wooden spoon,
scraping the bottom and sides of the skillet and dis-
solving any brown bits in the liquid.

Pour the liquid from the skillet into the stew pot.
Stirin tomato paste, carrots, celery, thyme, sugar, 1/2
teaspoon black pepper, and enough chicken stock to
cover.

Bring to a gentle simmer, stirring to combine;
reduce heat to low and cover pot. Simmer for about
two hours or until beef is fork tender. Stir stew oc-
casionally and skim fat or foam if desired.

Remove the cover and raise the heat to medium-
high, bringing the stew to a boil and cooking until
slightly thickened about 15-20 minutes. Remove the
thyme sprigs and adjust salt and pepper to taste. If
adding to mashed potatoes, arrange the potatoes in
aringin a bowl and add the stew to the center of the
potatoes.
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Tallent Roofing,

Quality Roofing Since 1987

) 837-700

Inc.

——AT FORT STOCKTON—

Services -

¢ Physical Therapy

¢ Wound Care

¢ Dementia/ Alzheimer’s Unit
¢ |V Therapy

¢ Diabetes Management

¢ Palliative Care

FOCUSED CARE

501 N Sycamore St, Fort Stockton, Tx 79735
(432)336-7631 * fpacp.com|

¢ Engaging Activities

esol

SERVICES

"Let Us Solve Your Plumbing"
We are local!
Now offering 24-hour emergency services

Drain Unstops | Leak Detections
Sewer Camera Inspections | and More!

432-290-8511

Serving the Big Bend Area

Big Bend
RV Supply—<
& Service

l’\l{l‘y%l(]l{l L ~ SERVICE CE NTER ~ MOBILE SERV RVICE

432-386-4184
CALL OR TEXT
90400 E. HWY 90
ALPINE, TEXAS 79830
BBRUSUPPLY@YAHO00.COM

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big

D0 NOT WAIT until your septic system
shows signs of failure to have your
septic tank pumped out!

Waiting can mean complete clogging and an expensive septic
system repair bill. Periodic septic tank pumping is far less costly
than septic tank repair or replacing the entire septic tank system.

We recommend septic system cleaning every 2-5 years.
Remember: Maintenance is much cheaper than replacement!

ol

“RickMciVor7@gmail.com
P.0. Box 640
Fort Davis, TX 79734

Rick Mclver..—
Owner/ Operator
325-812-5541

Laser Halr Removal, IPL Photofacials, Chemical
Peels, Microneedling, HydraFacials, Dermaplaning
Facials, Cosmetic Injectables, Body Scrubs, Body
Mud Wraps,and Therapeutic Massages.

432-837-1100 !

Monday - Friday + 9 am to 5 pm
After 5 pm - Appointment Only
Sat. & Sun. - Appointment Only

(OO WELLESY

7" Day Wellness Spa
0 @ Located inside

Hotel Parker
2800 W Hwy90, Alpine, Tx

@

COOPERTIRES

¥ YOKOHAMA.
" 432-336-3314

701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 « (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa, TX 79843
Cleat L. Stephens, Broker
cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

|www.alpineavalanche.com

(432) 294-0758

B & S SERVICES is the BEST in Portable Sanitation

We have Special event rentals, monthly construction rentals, handicapped
rentals and wash stations. We also service holding tanks.

bstoilets@hotmail.com

ANTIQUE DEPOT UPHOLSTERY

auto ® home ¢ planes ¢ boats

TED THAYER

upholsterer
at the Antique Depot ¢ 75 N E 3rd St

Marathon, Tx 79842
432.386.4342
432.386.2928
ttt43maraqthon@att.net Y/lig

DRILLING &

SKINNER' WELL SERVICE, LLC

Serving YVowu Strnice 1978

WALTER SKINNER ~ 499,897,9407

TDLR Master Lic. #2838 Al
Thomas Skinner
Lic. #59401 LPW

John Skinner
Lic. #59655 KLPW

2300 W. Mosley Loop, Alpine, TX
www.skinnersidrillingbigbend.com)|



www.fpacp.com
www.ranchoutwest.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.drillingbigbend.com
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Bull riders learn from champion

World Champion bull rider and Rodeo Hall of Famer Cody Custer visited the
Sul Ross Rodeo Team last week and gave a lecture as well as a clinic on bull rid-
ing, how to tackle things in the arena and in life. Clinics such as this are one of
the many learning tools being employed by Coach C.J. Aragon to help his team.

Photo courtesy of Sul Ross Rodeo Team

SRSU at Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo

Caleb and Cali Hughes
were on hand last

week to represent the
Borderlands Research
Institute and Sul Ross’
Department of Natural
Sciences at the Ranch-
ing and Wildlife College
Day program. The event
is for 4-H and FFA stu-
dents who are interested
in attending a Texas
university for wildlife
resource management,
ranch management, or
similar programs.

Photo courtesy of Border-
lands Research Institute
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Playground fun
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Students at Alplne Elementary enjoy checking out the new interactive
portions of the new playground that was installed. Along with traditional
playground equipment such as slides and swings, this new playground in-
corporated items such as this interactive musical component for students

to learn and play on.

Courtesy photo

Yancy named to All-Lone
Star Conference team

Senior Ethan Yancy
was named to the All-
Lone Star Conference
Men’s Basketball team.
He earned an honorable
mention.

Yancy had a very
strong season for the
Lobos. He averaged
18.16 points, 5.8 re-
bounds, and 2.24 assists
per game while shoot-
ing 74.3% from the line.

Yancy had 21 double-
figure scoring games
with 12 at 20+. He
scored an NCAA school
record 44 points against
Eastern New Mexico
(January 16). He was
named LSC Player of
the Week for Week 11
and the point total is
the most in the LSC this
season.

Aguayo earns
All-Lone Star
honors

Junior Victoria Aguayo
was selected to the All-
Lone Star Conference
Women’s Basketball team.
She earned an honorable
mention.

Aguayo had a strong
season for the Lobos av-
eraging 9.8 points, 6.72
rebounds and 1.92 steals
a game. Aguayo led the
team in free throw per-
centage at 75%.

Aguayo had 13 double-
figure scoring games and
recorded four double-dou-
bles on the season. She is
currently ranked fourth in
steals per game and sev-
enth for total steals (48) in
the Lone Star Conference.

Aguayo had a steal in all
but five games this season.
She became just the third
player in school history to
reach 150 steals and 400
rebounds in a career.

Yancy

Yancy is currently
second in scoring for
the Lone Star Confer-
ence. For school single-
season history, he is
second in free throws
made (136) and at-
tempted (383). Yancy is
just the fourth player in
school history to score
450 points in a season.

Safe at home
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FARM S0) & TEXASIAG

EQUIPMENT

2600 HWY 90 | ALPINE

432-837-3792

Adam@Texasagequipment.com

o Seating Capacity
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An Alpine Buck slid into Homeplate at Wink last Friday as a Wildcat player attempted to tag him out.

Photo by Noe Lujan

Displacement -
800 CC

4

o Electric Power Steering (EPS)

¢ Cargo Bed Load Capacity -

o CUSTOMER REBATE

249 LB

Towing Capacity -

1,300 LB

(KAWI CASH)


www.sulross.edu

