
 

T h e  A l p i n e  C i t y 
Council met on Tues-
day, March 4, for its 
regular meeting in the 
council chambers. All 
council members were 
present, with Mayor 
Catherine Eaves pre-
siding over the meet-
ing.

T h e  c o u n c i l  a d -
d r e s s e d  c o n c e r n s 
about wild hogs within 
city limits, a growing 
problem for many resi-
dents. Ward 5 Coun-
cilor Rick Stephens 
d i s c u s s e d  p o s s i b l e 
deterrents for the ani-
mals. He suggested us-
ing motion-activated 
sprinklers and flashing 
lights to chase them 
away, adding that wa-
tering lawns at night 
attracts the hogs.

Jennifer Stewart of 
Alpine Animal Ser-
vices explained how 
her department handles 

Sometimes, unfore-
seen circumstances for 
pet owners make ani-
mal shelters a neces-
sity, and since 2017, 
D.J. Hensley has been 
sheltering animals in 
Brewster County. Her 
journey to those hum-
ble beginnings official-
ly began in 1996, when 
she moved to Brewster 
County and just started 
taking in stray animals 
that needed a home. 
To date, she says she’s 
taken in over 1500 ani-
mals in total.

“When I started this, 
I was just taking in an-
imals from Marathon, 
but that grew to tak-
ing in animals from all 
over Brewster County 
and even some from 

Fort Davis,” Hensley 
said.

Since star t ing the 
s h e l t e r  o f f i c i a l l y, 
Hensley has taken in 
500 cats, half of those 
fera ls  that  she  has 
trapped, and over 400 
dogs that she’s worked 
towards finding their 
forever homes.

The Marathon Ani-
mal Shelter is an of-
ficial 501c3 non-prof-
it, and as with most 
non-profits they de-
pend upon donations, 
grants, and volunteers. 
Hensley says, she’s at 
the bottom of the bar-
rel of it all.

“I  am now a one 
woman show. I have 
no volunteers, I can’t 
find foster homes, I’m 
not eligible for grants 
because the shelter is 

not a separate brick-
and-mortar building, 
there’s no monetary 
help from the county, 
and most of the food, 
vet visits, and overall 
care of the shelter ani-
mals end up coming 
out of my own pocket. 
My savings are gone. 
I get a few donations 
here or there, but it’s 
not enough to keep me 
up and running at this 
point ,” Hensley de-
clared.

Hensley said she is 
no longer doing in-
takes, because of the 
lack of funds and help.

“I have four dogs 
currently that are in 
desperate need of a 
forever  home.  I ’ve 

Continuing the fight 

against illegal immi-

gration, the lead agent 

for the Big Bend Sec-

tor of the U.S. Border 

Patrol issued the oath 

of office to Texas Na-

tional Guard soldiers 

at the Alpine Border 

Patrol Station, granting 

them the ability to en-

force federal immigra-

tion laws.

On Monday, March 3, 
Big Bend Sector Chief 
Patrol  Agent  Lloyd 
Easterling administered 
the oath, which grants 
the  Texas  Nat ional 
Guard Title 8 authority.

 These recently depu-
tized Texas National 
Guard soldiers now 
have enhanced author-
ity to arrest individuals 
for immigration-relat-
ed offenses under the 
direction and supervi-
sion of a Border Patrol 

agent.

 On taking the oath 

of office, soldiers now 

have the power to ap-

prehend and detain in-

dividuals who unlaw-

fully cross the border, 

thus expanding their 

role beyond intell i-

gence gathering, ob-

servation, and logisti-

cal support, which they 

were tasked with in the 
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Future looks bleak for Marathon Animal Shelter

USBP Big Bend Sector deputizes National Guard

BY KERRY LAIRD
Correspondent
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From Feral 

hogs to fi nal 

calls: Council 

meeting 

mixes critters, 

commerce

AMS flying high

See COUNCIL • 8

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

STATE FARM IS THERE.

MONICA WOODALL
906 E. HOLLAND AVE. • (NEXT TO BEALLS) 

ALPINE, TX 79830

432-837-5631
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432-837-7419
AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • HEALTH • LIFE 

805 E AVE E • ALPINE

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Phobos the Husky is currently searching for his forever 
home and would make a great companion for energetic 
kids. 

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Texas National Guard soldiers were deputized in a 
ceremony held on Monday at the U.S. Border Pa-
trol Station in Alpine in front of the 9/11 Memorial.

Photo courtesy of U.S. Border Patrol

These Alpine Middle School pole vaulters are fl ying high for the Lady Bucks this track and fi eld season. From left are Layla 
Chavarria, Isabel Villanueva, Athena Villanueva, Henleigh Anderson, and Maxine Pitts.

Courtesy photo

See GUARD • 8

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

www.fsnf2f.com
www.bigbendanytime.com
www.wtnb.com


 

Members of the Terlingua Fire and EMS, along with their best mates were 
on hand for the Texas Independence Day parade held in Terlingua on Sun-
day.

Photo courtesy of TFEMS

Tom Hyatt, a piper for the U.S. Border Patrol, leads the procession for former Alpine Police Department 
Chief Ruben Melgoza, whose watch ended on February 14. Services were held last Thursday at Our Lady of 
Peace Catholic Church with offi  cers from the Texas Department of Public Safety, Brewster County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce, U.S. Border Patrol, and Alpine Police Department in attendance with friends and family.

Photo courtesy of Alpine Police Department
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Area LEOs honor one of their own

Sul Ross State Uni-
versity is launching a 
new Master of Busi-
ness Administration in 
Aerospace and Defense 
Industry Management 
in Fall 2025.

The aerospace and 
defense industry is a 
significant part of the 
state’s booming econ-
omy. Texas is home to 
numerous manufactur-
ing facilities producing 
aircraft, missiles, and 
drones, including both 
the world-famous F-16 
and F-35 fighters. Tex-
as also hosts numerous 
military bases and is 
the center of the flight 
training operations for 
the U.S. Air Force and 

U.S. Navy. The cre-
ation of an MBA will 
provide individuals, 
including those serving 
in the military, with the 
business expertise to be 
part of the future in the 
aerospace and defense 
industry.

The MBA program 
at Sul Ross, long rec-
ognized as one of the 
most affordable in the 
country, is designed 
with working execu-
tives in mind, individ-
uals who need to learn 
the latest theories and 
strategies to succeed in 
today’s economy. All 
courses are in an eight-
week online format that 
makes classes easy to 

fit into a busy schedule.

“The new MBA in 

the Aerospace and De-

fense Industry is rap-

idly transitioning and 

provides students with 

the depth of knowledge 

needed to advance to 

leadership positions in 

the industry,” said Dr. 

Thomas Matula, chair 

of the MBA program at 

Sul Ross’s Rio Grande 

College of Business. 

For more information 

or to schedule a meet-

ing, email thomas.mat-

ula@sulross.edu or call 

830-279-3035.

Sul Ross launches new MBAAll paws on deck

Advertising
really

works!
Call for
details!

432.837
3334

or visit us
online at
www.
alpine
avala
nche
.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT PUBLIC HEARINGS 

WILL BE HELD AT THE FOLLOWING MEETING DATES AND TIMES: 

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING ON MARCH 24, 2025, AT 

5:30 P.M. 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING ON APRIL 1, 2025, AT 5:30 P.M 

THE PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD IN CONSIDERATION OF THE 

FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT 2025-04-01: A SPECIAL USE PERMIT ALLOWING THE 

APPLICANT, HOLLAND FOUR YUCCA, LLC, TO OBTAIN THE FOLLOWING 

LICENSES/PERMITS FROM THE TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

COMMISSION: 1) LATE HOURS CERTIFICATE (LH) TO ALLOW OPEN HOURS 

UNTIL 2:00 A.M., 2) MIXED BEVERAGE (MB) PERMIT TO ALLOW LIQUOR 

SALES, AND A FOOD AND BEVERAGE CERTIFICATE (FB). THE SUBJECT 

PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT 209 W. HOLLAND AVENUE. THE PROPERTY 

OWNER OF RECORD IS HOLLAND INVESTORS LLC. THE PARCEL ID OF THE 

SUBJECT PROPERTY IS 11836. THE CURRENT ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF 

THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS C-2 BUSINESS DISTRICT AND WILL REMAIN 

THE SAME IF THE APPLICATION IS APPROVED. 

ALL PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD AT CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

LOCATED AT 803 WEST HOLLAND AVENUE TO HEAR CITIZEN VIEWS 

AND COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PROPOSED APPLICATION(S). COPIES 

OF THE APPLICATION ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL, 100. N 13TH STREET, 

BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8:00 A.M. AND 12:00 P.M. AND 1:00 P.M. AND 5:00 

P.M. MONDAY TO FRIDAY. QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE 

OF THE CITY SECRETARY AT CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.COM OR 

AT (432) 837-3301, OPTION 1.

SEALED BID REAL ESTATE AUCTION
2012 W. 46TH ST, ODESSA, TEXAS

INSPECTION:  THURS. MARCH 13TH & FRI. MARCH 

14TH AND THURS. MARCH 20TH & FRI. MARCH 

21ST FROM 8:00 AM TO 5:00 PM EACH DAY

ALL SEALED BIDS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO:   
DAKIL REAL ESTATE, INC

200 NW 114TH ST, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.

BIDS MUST BE RECEIVED BY TUES. MARCH 

25TH AT 2:00 PM PLEASE MARK EXTERIOR OF 

ENVELOPE SEALED BID

Property contains Approx. 1.04 Acres MOL of Commercial Land.

Main Building contains Approx. 7,450 SF MOL w/Approx. 1,250 SF of 
Office Space, Approx. 5,000 SF of Warehouse Space and an Additional 

Approx. 1,250 SF of Warehouse Storage Area.   Equipment included with 
Main Building is Air Compressor, (2) Air Reclaimers, (2) Jib Cranes Sand 

Blasting Booth & Sand Blaster.  Building has 240/480v 3phase.

 Additional Buildings on the Property are Approx. 1,000 SF (20x50) 
Metal Storage Building.  Approx. 1,232 SF (28x44) 2001 Palm Harbor 3 

Bedroom, 2 Bath Mobile Home.  Approx. 1,216 SF (16x76) 3 Bedroom, 2 
Bath Mobile Home.

TERMS:  5% down, 30 days to close.  Closing cost and  

title insurance split 50/50.  10% Buyers premium.

www.dakil.com

REAL ESTATE 
405-751-6179

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

McCoy Corporation
McKenzie Land and Livestock

Audrey Painter
Jen and Judy Perry

Michael and Frieda Powers
Rebecca Winkel
Refugio Llanez

Richard and Jean Zimmer

www.alpinememorialfuneralhome.com
www.sunshinehousealpine.com
www.dakil.com
www.bigbendsurgery.com
www.bigbendsurgery.com


 

Members of the Sul Ross football team were on hand Saturday to help clean 
up the west side of Alpine. The team collected 87.96 lbs. of trash on 7.96 acres 
along 2.6 miles of road.

Photo courtesy of Keep Alpine Beautiful
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God Bless America

Applications will be 
accepted beginning 
March 10 for Hotel Oc-
cupancy Tax (HOT) 
grants from the City of 
Alpine for the 2025-
2026 fi scal year. Visitor 
events and other proj-
ects that draw over-
night visits to the City 
are eligible for funding 
consideration, accord-
ing to the requirements 
of state law. A workshop 
on Alpine’s HOT Grant 
program will be held 
at 5:30 p.m. on March 
25 in the Alpine City 
Council Chambers. The 
workshop will cover the 
grant application process 
and the legal uses of the 
HOT funds. A Zoom link 
to the workshop will be 
available for those who 
cannot attend in person. 

Details can be found at 
cityofalpine.com. The 
grant application and 
guidelines can also be 
found on the city website 
(cityofalpine.com) under 
“How Do I > Apply For 
> Hotel Occupancy Tax 
Funding.” The fi rst day 
to submit a grant appli-
cation is Monday, March 
10, 2025. The grant ap-
plication deadline is 5 
p.m. on Thursday, April 
17, 2025, by which time 
all applications must 
have been received by 
City Secretary Geo 
Calderon. This grant ap-
plication window is only 
for events and activities 
taking place during the 
2025-2026 fiscal year, 
which runs from October 
1, 2025, through Sep-
tember 30, 2026. Ques-

tions about the grants 

program can be directed 

to Director of Tourism 

Chris Ruggia at chris@

visitalpinetx.com. State 

law identifi es the vari-

ous ways that Hotel Oc-

cupancy Tax funds may 

be used. Grants are of-

fered under the follow-

ing expense categories: 

Advertising, Promotion 

of the Arts, Historical 

Restoration and Preser-

vation, Sporting Events, 

and Transportation. All 

expenditures must also 

directly encourage over-

night stays at Alpine’s 

hotels and short-term 

rentals. The City of Al-

pine’s Hotel Occupancy 

Tax Grants Committee 

will review all eligible 

applications

Voucher bill has 
backing of House 

majority
A slim majority of 

Texas House members 
have indicated they 
will back House Bill 3, 
which creates educa-
tion savings accounts 
that allow families to 
use taxpayer money for 
private school educa-
tion. The Dallas Morn-
ing News reported that 
75 Republican legis-
lators have signed on 
with the bill’s author, 
state Rep. Brad Buck-
ley, R-Salado, to sup-
port the measure.

“For the first time in 
our great state’s his-
tory, the Texas House 
has the votes to pass a 
universal school choice 
program,” Gov. Greg 
Abbott said in a state-
ment.

The Texas Senate 
has already passed a 
voucher bill, though it 
contains different pro-
visions. The two mea-
sures will have to be 
reconciled before a bill 
reaches Abbott’s desk.

The House bill has 
more stringent require-
ments based on income 
and whether a child has 
a disability. Both bills 
carry a $1 billion price 
tag.

H o u s e  S p e a k e r 
Dustin Burrows, R-
Lubbock,  sa id  h is 
chamber  welcomed 
public input.

“We want to continue 
to make the bill better 
and improve it,” he 
said. “If there’s room 
for improvement or to 
make the bill better, 
that’s part of the pro-
cess.”

First measles 
fatality recorded 
in West Texas as 

cases rise
A measles outbreak 

in West Texas has re-
sulted in the death of a 
school-aged child, and 
146 cases have been 
identified as of Friday, 
according to the Texas 
Department of State 
Health Services. DSHS 
predicts more cases are 
likely to occur, given 
the highly contagious 
nature of the disease.

An additional case 
was reported in an 
adult living in Rock-
wall County, in North 
Texas. An adult male 
tested positive after 
traveling out of the 
country. State officials 
say he was not vacci-
nated. The man spent 
about a week in a hos-
pital but is now recov-
ering at home.

Dr. Peter Hotez, co-
director of the Center 
for Vaccine Develop-
ment at Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital, told 
the Houston Chroni-
cle also believes the 
outbreak, the state’s 
largest in 30 years, will 
continue to increase 
because of a growing 
number of children 
who are not being vac-
cinated.  The Centers 
for Disease Control 
estimates nine in 10 
people who are not 
vaccinated will become 
infected if exposed to 
measles.

“I think these num-
bers will continue to 
accelerate for a while,” 
Hotez said. “So this 
is going to be a very 
large, very dangerous 
measles epidemic.”

Wildfire risk grow-
ing in western half of 
state

State officials are 
gearing up for an in-
creased wildfire dan-
ger across the western 
half of Texas, includ-
ing the Panhandle, 
South Plains, Perm-
ian Basin, and parts 
of the Hill Country. 
The Texas A&M For-
est Service is reporting 
one active wildfire in 
Kimble County. It has 
consumed 722 acres 
and was 70% contained 
as of Sunday

“It’s important for 
Texans to prepare for 
wildfires, work to pre-
vent them and heed 
warnings of local offi-
cials” Jared Karns, for-
est service fire chief, 
said.

The Texas comptrol-
ler ’s office recently 
released a report con-
cluding that  Texas 
communities face el-
evated wildfire threats 
as subdivisions spread 

into previously un-
developed areas with 
easy-to-ignite vegeta-
tion. Since 2005, more 
than 243,000 separate 
Texas wildfires have 
burned 13.9 million 
acres.

Last year, the Smoke-
house Creek Fire near 
Canadian burned more 
than 1 million acres, 
the largest wildfire in 
state history.

As of Sunday, 100 
Texas counties had 
burn bans in place.

‘Floodgate’ of 

uncertified teachers 

causing concern

More than half of 
new teachers hired 
last year lacked state 
certification, accord-
ing to The News, and 
Education Commis-
sioner Mike Morath 
expressed concern at 
a recent House com-
mittee hearing. Morath 
said it was impossible 
to know what type of 
t raining uncert i f ied 
teachers received.

“We are setting these 
folks up for a very 
rough ride,” Education 
Commissioner Mike 
Morath told lawmakers 
during a recent House 
committee hearing.

The Legislature a de-
cade ago loosened hir-
ing requirements for 
school districts to hire 
teachers because of a 
shortage of certified 
applicants.

“We need to take re-
sponsibility for some 
of that because we’ve 
made it easier to get 
into a classroom with-
out certification,” state 
Rep. Gina Hinojosa, 
D-Aust in ,  told her 
colleagues. “That is a 
policy decision that we 
have made.”

The Texas Education 
Agency reports that 
schools with higher 
shares of uncertified 
teachers have worse 
outcomes on annual 
s tandard ized  tes t s . 
Legislation has been 
proposed to rein in the 
system that allows dis-
tricts to hire uncerti-
fied teachers.

Footballers keep Alpine beautiful

City opens HOT funds grant applications

Texas Capital Highlights

CALL US TODAY

TO SCHEDULE

YOUR DUMPSTER!

20 YARD ROLL OFFS

DAILY RATES

MONTHLY RATES

FREE QUOTES

ALMOST ALWAYS SAME DAY SERVICE!

20 YARD ROLL OFFS

DAILY RATES

MONTHLY RATES

FREE QUOTES

ALMOST ALWAYS SAME DAY SERVICE!

432-538-2261
KENSLEY@TXFARMSTORE.COM
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To say that Texas this 
year had an above-aver-
age quail season would 
be an understatement, by 
my predictions.  From the 
Rolling Plains to South 
Texas, all reports from 
fellow quail chasers have 
been nothing but a decade 
high.  

I have been blessed to 
hunt with a lifelong friend 
for many years. My close 
buddy,  Hunter  Slaton, 
by way of East Texas, 
is one hell of an upland 
bird shooter and dog han-
dler; he is also fortunate 
enough to have married 
into one of the most pres-
tigious quail conserva-
tion-minded ranches in 
Texas. The Rolling Plains’ 
topography and habitat 
east of Lubbock make for 
some of the best bobwhite 
hunting in the state. In ad-
dition to their conserva-
tion efforts and this year’s 
population boom, nothing 
could be a better combina-
tion for a quail enthusiast.  

My most re-
cent trip, clos-
i n g  w e e k e n d , 
was a hunt that 
even Theodore 
Roosevelt would 
h a v e  w r i t t e n 
about.  

For a group of 
my friends who 
share a love for 
hunt ing ,  our  weekend 
ahead promised the per-
fect mix of camaraderie, 
exci tement ,  and hunt-
ing. Our destination: the 
heart of quail country, 
where the bobwhite quail 
fli t  through the under-
brush. The thrill of the 
chase is matched only by 
the laughter and stories 
shared around the camp-
fire at the end of a long 
day.  

Waking up in the lodge 
just before dawn, the crisp 
morning air was fil led 
with birds calling. The 
smell of coffee greeted 
me, and last night’s camp-
fire was still smoldering. 

The chatter of fa-
miliar voices still 
l a u g h i n g  f r o m 
the night before. 
There’s something 
about these early 
m o r n i n g s — t h e 
ant icipat ion,  the 
quiet excitement—
that bonds friends 
even closer.  

We took breaks here 
and there, swapping sto-
ries of past hunts, each 
one becoming a part of 
our friendship’s mythos. 
In many ways, hunting is 
a time to reflect, not just 
on past hunts but on life 
itself. 

As the sun began to dip 
low in the sky, we found 
ourselves with a satis-
fying harvest. The dogs 
were whipped but happy.  
We stood in a circle, a mix 
of gratitude and pride in 
our eyes, as we admired 
th is  s ta te’s  incredible 
sunsets over the rolling 
plains. A whiskey toast to 
end another great season. 

But more than a covey 
rise, the shared experi-
ence made the day unfor-
gettable. 

I would be remiss if I 
didn’t mention the dogs. 
Quail hunting behind a 
good set of dogs is a work 
of art, truly! How many 
paintings have you seen 
of pointer dogs in the 
field? Well, there is a rea-
son for that. Hunter and 
his father-in-law, Russ 
Ford, have a multigenera-
tional German Shorthaired 
Pointer bloodline that I 
have been so fortunate 
to witness. I am now the 
new owner of part of this 
lineage. 

I hope you have been 
fortunate enough to join 
friends in the field. If you 
have, you know exactly 
what I am talking about. 
Those lucky enough to 
live in Texas and enjoy the 
outdoors understand this 
is a collection of memo-
ries to relish over time. 

Life is about the ad-
ventures you take and the 
memories you make.”

 — Katie Grissom, 
author

News  tha t  J immy 
Mason in Mount Pleas-
ant had passed away 
reached Center a couple 
of days ago.

Everybody in town 
knew J immy.  Sof t -
spoken, kind-hearted, 
and ready to help any-
one he came in contact 
with,  he never gave 
anyone the option of not 
liking him.

He was also the hard-
ware store guy. Third 
generation. The Mason 
Family Hardware store 
was a reliable resource 
for nails to nuts and 
bolts, and gift items to 
garden supplies. They 
were located on the 
north side of the down-
town store when I was 
a youngster in Mount 
Pleasant. By the time 
Jimmy retired in 2022, 
the iconic store was on 
North Jefferson in the 
old Safeway building.

After I left Titus Coun-
ty, I stopped in to say 
“hello” every chance I 
got when I was back in 
town. Because Jimmy 
and I shared a friendship 
and a couple of common 
memories related to air-
planes. One easily clas-
sified as an adventure 
I’ve recounted before. 
One worth telling many 
times.

I was a brand-new li-
censed pilot in 1974 
with less than 100 hours 
in my logbook. Jimmy 
was a  s tudent  pi lot 
working on his license. 
We shared a common in-

structor in Grady 
Firmin, who in-
stigated this ad-
venture  turned 
good memory.

“Let’s go to the 
CAF air  show 
down in  Har-
l ingen,” Grady 
offered dur ing 
hanger flying conver-
sation one evening. For 
decades, the Commem-
orative Air Force has 
produced one of the best 
air shows in the country 
that celebrates vintage 
warbirds.

A plan was forged for 
flying to the southern-
most Texas border, pack-
ing bags and bedrolls 
for camping under the 
wings. I was designated 
pilot-in-command for 
reasons lost to time. Stu-
dent pilot Jimmy filled 
the right seat. Grady, the 
Vietnam veteran com-
bat pilot and military 
instructor with Huey 
gunship experience in 
his logbook, took the 
back seat. Jimmy and 
I looked at each other 
and shrugged. “OK,” we 
agreed.

Ready for an evening 
departure with a planned 
s topover  in  Corpus 
Chris t i ,  Grady said, 
“Load up.”

“Wait,” I objected.
“Yeah,” Jimmy add-

ed, “We haven’t done 
a weight and balance 
check with all this bag-
gage and full fuel.”

G r a d y  c o u n t e r e d , 
“Give it ten degrees of 
flaps, run up full power 
and release the brakes. 
If it doesn’t rotate by 
mid-field, stop and we’ll 
throw some stuff out and 

try again.”
Jimmy and I 

also agreed that 
we never met a 
Vietnam vet pi-
lot that wasn’t 
fearless or fun.

T h e  p l a n e 
groaned a time 
or two, hesitat-

ed, and lifted off. We 
were on our way south 
as  sun l igh t  s l ipped 
below the right wingtip. 
In my book, sunsets and 
sunrises viewed from a 
mile high or more are 
the best.

With Jimmy’s naviga-
tion, we found the Cor-
pus airport a few hours 
later, and we were on 
the runway.

The next morning, I 
prefilghted the plane 
and Jimmy went to grab 
a sectional to get us to 
Harlingen. Navigation 
then was with paper 
“ sec t i ona l s . ”  Th ink 
aviation version of a 
Texaco road map.

“They’re sold out,” 
Jimmy reported. “No 
problem, though,” He 
added. “Someone sug-
gested we fly the coast-
line south until we don’t 
understand the radio 
language. Then fly back 
about 30 miles and we 
should be pretty close.’”

“He was kidding … I 
think,” Jimmy added.

The serenity of the 
early morning coast-
line viewed from low 
altitudes was soon dis-
rupted by hundreds of 
other planes swarming 
the area, all headed for 
Harlingen.

A radio recording re-
peated, “enter holding 
pattern over Combes, 

maintain 500-foot spa-

cing, listen for the last 

digit of your N num-

ber to breakout, switch 

to tower frequency and 

enter left downwind for 

36 left maintaining one-

mile spacing.”

We circled until we 

had the instruct ions 

memorized. Then Jimmy 

heard it. “Our turn.” In 

the pattern at Harlingen, 

we were about to land; a 

good thing because fuel 

was low. Then the tow-

er instructed, “Green 

Cessna on f inal ,  go 

around—too close to 

aircraft ahead.”

“Forget  i t ,”  Grady 

sa id  f rom the  back 

seat, “Go!” I looked at 

Jimmy, he looked at me, 

and we agreed, “OK.” 

Keying the mic, I re-

plied, “Harlingen tower, 

green Cessna, negative 

go around. Insufficient 

fuel.”

We breathed a sigh of 

relief when the plane’s 

tires chirped on the con-

crete.

Two days of memories 

later, we headed home. 

One stop for fuel in 

Bryan, and we touched 

down at Mount Pleasant 

around midnight with no 

clue regarding the value 

those memories made 

with friends would hold 

in the years to come.

B e c a u s e  J i m m y, 

Grady, and I … we were 

just there for the fun.

 —Contact Leon Ald-

ridge at leonaldridge@

gmail .com.  Aldridge 

columns are archived at 

leonaldridge.com
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Meet Draco!
Draco has been sheltered 

since mid-August; he came 
from a neglect case with his 
seven siblings. He was shy 
at fi rst, not having had a lot 
of socialization, but he im-
proved daily. He has learned 
how to leash-walk and loves 
to play groups with other 
dogs; he is shy of cats, so 
he may be alright in a home 
with cats. He is a calm guy 
who wants to please. He is 
looking for a special person 
with whom to share his life. 
Meet Draco at the Alpine 
Animal Services Shelter, 
2900 Old Marathon Hwy.

Make this year about help-
ing our community. Contact 
Alpine Animal Services to 
volunteer to walk dogs, play 
with puppies in the yard, or 
interact with the cats. Thirty 
minutes of your day can 
make a huge difference to 
the shelter and the animals.

Call 432-837-2532 to do-
nate, foster, or volunteer for 
the Alpine Humane Society. 
Support the Alpine Humane 
Society Thrift Store and Cat-
tery with donated furnish-
ings, décor, and household 
goods. It will soon be time 
for kitten fosters; we pro-
vide supplies and support, so 
come in and sign up to be a 
foster at the Thrift Store.

Plan on joining us for our 
Chili, Taters, and Tunes fun-
draiser on Saturday, March 
22, at the American Legion 
with music by Marathon 
Moonhorse and Hall’s Last 
Call Band. Pre-sale tickets 

are available at the Alpine 
Humane Society Thrift 
Store or at the door. $15 for 
a stuff ed baked potato and a 
drink; we will also have chili 
available by the bowl and 
special guest Texas Twisted 
Treats Funnel Cakes!

Pet promotions are cour-
tesy of the Alpine Humane 
Society. Alpine Animal Ser-
vices handles pet adoptions 
at the city shelter, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
seven days a week at 2900 
E. Old Marathon Highway. 
For information about shel-
ter pet adoptions, cremation 
services, or lost/found pets, 

call the shelter at 432-837-
9030. If you fi nd a stray or 
injured pet, contact the Al-
pine Police Department at 
432-837-3486 to dispatch an 
Animal Control Offi  cer.

Send your community 

events to kara.gerbert@al-

pineavalanche.com

Upcoming events

March at Davis Mountains 

Resort

Saturdays, Art in the Park, 

2 – 3 p.m. at the Interpretive 

Center.

March 6 Free Citizenship 

Classes, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Alpine 

Public Library (Spanish), 6:30-

7:30 p.m. (English). Fort Davis 

at Mobile Communidad, classes 

via Zoom from Alpine Public Li-

brary. For information contact 

Rev. Mike Wallens 214-862-7292 

(English) or Rev. Katy Hudak 720-

401-8195 (Spanish).

March 10 Free Citizenship 

Classes, 5-6 p.m. Terlingua at 

Terlingua High School (English). 

Marfa at Marfa Public Library 

classes via Zoom from Terlingua 

High School. For information 

contact Rev. Mike Wallens 214-

862-7292 (English) or Rev. Katy 

Hudak 720-401-8195 (Spanish).

March 10 CDRI Cactus and 

Succulent Sale, 9 a.m. at CDRI 

on the porch of the Powell Visi-

tor Center. Plants range in price 

from $5 to $150. No early sales. 

For more information call 432-

364-2499.

March 14 Knights of Co-

lumbus Fish Fry, 5 p.m. at Our 

Lady of Peace Parish Hall. Plates 

are $15 each.

March 22: Chili, Taters, and 

Tunes, the Alpine Humane So-

ciety, is holding a fundraiser at 

the American Legion featuring 

music by Marathon Moonhorse 

and Hall’s Last Call Band.

Ongoing Events  

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 

E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules are 

available on the front door. For 

more information, call 915-562-

4081 or aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting,

noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-

ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 

meeting, 6:30 p.m., second 

Monday each month, Legion 

Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner 

provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 

meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 

each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 

Sul Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine 

City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

at 101 W. Ave E. Weekly running 

club to walk/run 1-3 miles. Meet 

at the Amigo garage and fi nish 

at Amigo. Call 432-837-4012 for 

more information.

Big Bend Amateur Radio 

Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 

Tuesday each month, Frontier 

Masonic Lodge #766, 2300 High-

way 118 North.

Big Bend Community Cho-

rale rehearsals on Monday 

evenings at 6 p.m. in the Sul 

Ross Fine Arts Building, Room 

200. All are welcome, but first 

contact Andrew Alegria at An-

drew.alegria@sulross.edu, call 

432-837-8216, or visit bbccho-

rale.wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Citizenship Classes, at Al-

pine Public Library by appoint-

ment only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-

837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Pub-

lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 

432-837-2621 to make an ap-

pointment.  

GED tutoring, at Alpine Pub-

lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 

432-837-2621 to make an ap-

pointment.  

Hike with Homeless Dogs,

9 a.m. to 10 a.m. every Thursday 

at the Davis Mountains State Park 

Interpretive Center in collabora-

tion with Grand Companions. For 

more information contact Charlie 

Ewing at 432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine,

noon to 1 p.m., first and third 

Wednesdays at the American 

Legion. 

VFW Post 7207, 10 a.m., fi rst 

Saturday of each month at 605 E. 

Ave F. All members are welcome. 

Boy Scout Troop 41 was hard at work on Sunday afternoon, picking up trash 
blown into the creek by all the windy weather.

Photo courtesy of Samantha Jensen
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What do you like most 
about West Texas?

Chris Green:
The first thing I like is 
the people. Secondly, I 

love the landscape.

Sam Miranda:
I get to live the dream 
that most people really 
do only dream about.

Johnathan Cole:
It has to be the people. 

I moved to West 
Texas for college from 

Canada, and it was 
kind of scary, but the 
people immediately 

treated me like family. 

Daniel Alvarado:
Honestly, there are so 

many things. I grew up 
west of Plainview and 
spent my college years 
in Alpine. West Texas 
shaped me, and there’s 

no place else like it.

Heard 
on the

STREET

Clean up in Alpine Creek

Monitoring for

Your Peace of Mind 

. Sign up

to receive email alerts anytime your personal or

entity name is used in a real property recording

within the county. This is a free service provided

by the Brewster County Clerk designed to reduce

your property ownership.

Sign up today!

What is property fraud?
Real property fraud is where a party fraudulently records 

take ownership without your knowledge.

Why should you be concerned?
Real property fraud is a fast-growing crime as damaging as 

identity theft, with the added risk of losing your property.

How do you protect 

yourself?
The Brewster County Clerk is 

introducing GovOS Property 

Alert–a free real property

fraud alert system. After creating an

alert record, you will receive email

recorded against your property  

or name.

COCINERO: Beef•Chicken•Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl•Jalapeno and 

Cilantro Soup•Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with 

Onion Jam and Pico de Gallo•Bacon Wrapped 

Asparagus•Tumbleweed Onion Rings with Spicy 

Serrano Ketchup•Alpine Black Bean & Chicken 

Nachos 
---------

CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a 

Kaiser Roll•Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with 

Cream Cheese, Corn and Peppers Carne Asada 

with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas•Chicken Caesar 

Wrap with Hand Cut Fries•Tenderloin Tacos with 

Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce•Grilled Chicken 

Breast topped with Mango Chutney 
---------

SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

(Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup 

Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup 

1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant 
Guide

$6 a week gets you a spot in our 
restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

PET OF THE WEEK

www.pineavalanche.com
www.aa-intergroup.org
www.rale.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.brewster.tx.publicsearch.us/property-alert
www.bigbend.com/tds-migration
www.bigbend.com
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• COLD PRESS

• SMALL BATCH

• SMOOTHIES

• BOWLS

• JUICES

208 West Holland Avenue • Alpine •  Texas 79830 • (432) 386-0759

Monday-Saturday 7-6 • Sunday 10-4
Stop in or order online today!

JUICE BAR
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Stealing the show: Bucks rack up 

10 stolen bases in statement win 

Miles of travel for track and fi eld

Danica Mulholland prepares for her race at the start-
ing blocks in Fort Stockton on February 22.

Courtesy photo

See BUCKS • 7

The Alpine Fightin’ 
Bucks took the field 
over the weekend, fac-
ing a grueling slate of 
games against Mule-
shoe, Denver City, Sem-
inole, and Kress. The 
Bucks showed flashes 
of dominance, particu-
larly on the mound and 
the basepaths, but also 
encountered some tough 
lessons against strong 
competition.

With district play ap-
proaching, the team 
continued to fine-tune 
its approach, learning 
from both victories and 
setbacks.

The weekend kicked 
off with a hard-fought 
battle against Mule-
shoe, in which the 
Bucks emerged with a 
2-1 victory in a classic 
pitcher’s duel. Senior 
David Valenzuela was 
in command from the 
start, striking out 10 
batters while limiting 
Muleshoe’s offense to a 
single run.

His ability to mix 
speeds and keep hitters 
off balance proved in-
valuable, as the Bucks 
relied on his perfor-
mance to secure the 
win.

At the plate, A.J. 
Llanez led the way with 
key hits, helping Al-
pine manufacture just 
enough offense to come 

out on top. Though runs 
were hard to come by, 
the Bucks capitalized 
on opportunities when 
they presented them-
selves, making the most 
of their limited scoring 
chances.

The momentum from 
Friday’s win didn’t 
carry over into the next 
game, as the Bucks 
struggled against  a 
tough Denver City 
squad, falling 11-1.

L lanez  took  the 
mound to start, but con-
trol issues made for a 
difficult outing, with 
the right-hander allow-
ing three runs over one 
and two-thirds innings.

Freshman Ezra Lujan 
came in to relieve, bat-
tling through three and 
two-thirds innings while 
surrendering three more 
runs on five hits.

O f f e n s i v e l y,  t h e 
Bucks found little suc-
cess against Denver 
City’s pitching staff, 
with Llanez driving in 
the team’s only run. 
The game proved to be 
a reminder of the im-
portance of sharp ex-
ecution, as Denver City 
capitalized on mistakes 
and turned small open-
ings into big innings.

Saturday morning 
brought another tough 
test against Seminole, 
and the Bucks quickly 
found themselves in a 

The Alpine Runnin’ 
Bucks track and fi eld teams 
have kept the road and the 
tracks hot these past few 
weeks. Since Valentine’s 
Day, the Runnin’ Bucks 
have undertaken meets in 
Del Rio, Fort Stockton, and, 
most recently, Monahans.

On February 14, the 
Lady Bucks brought home 
hardware and personal re-
cords from the Queen City 
Relays in Del Rio. Seniors 
Danica Mulholland and 
Hope Dominguez plan to 
continue their athletic ca-
reers into college and prove 
their worth on the track at 
Del Rio. Mulholland earned 
silver medals in the 100m 
and 200m dash behind San 
Angelo Central and Uvalde. 

Junior Naida Morris 
earned a bronze in the 100m 
hurdles and placed fourth in 
the 300m hurdles. Nevaeh 
Carrasco also placed in the 
triple jump and the 400m, 
coming in fourth.

The following Friday, 
the Lady Bucks competed 
in Fort Stockton at the Co-
manche Relays with a much 
larger team. Mulholland 
took gold in both the 100m 
and 200m dash, along with 
Hope Dominguez, who 
won the 1600m. Domin-
guez also won a bronze 
medal in the 400m. Mul-
holland also had PR times 
of 12.62 in the 100m and 
26.03 in the 200m.

Kylie Maroney earned 
a seventh-place finish in 

the 100m and an eighth-
place fi nish in the 200m but 
earned PR times of 13.44 
and 28.45, respectively. The 
4x100 relay of Maroney, 
Mulholland, Morrissey, 
and Dominguez earned a 
third-place fi nish out of 11 
teams in their fi rst relay this 
season.

On the JV team, Colette 
Fowlkes earned gold in 
the 400m and silver in the 
200m high jump. Alice 
Saunders won gold and sil-
ver in the 800m and 1600m 
JV divisions, respectively. 
Also competing was Jianna 
Martinez, who placed third 
in the 300m hurdles, and 
Ailea Fierro earned third-
place fi nishes in both the 
shot put and the discus, 
along with a new PR for the 
shot put.

This past Friday, the high 
school and middle school 
track teams traveled to Mo-
nahans to compete in the 
Sandhills Relays.

The boys and girls high 
school teams competed on 
Friday, with Runnin’ Bucks 
earning multiple honors. 
Maroney earned a bronze 
in the 100m dash with a 
PR of 13.43, while Gyllian 
Morrissey placed 14th. For 
the boys’ team, JP Valenzu-
ela placed fi fth in the 100m 
for the varsity Bucks. Mia 
Jimenez placed sixth in the 
100m in the JV division, 
with Sophie Janis in 12th. 
For the boys’ team, Ferris 
Daley placed ninth, with 
Thaddeus Prieto coming in 
15th in the 100m.

Taryn Hardin won sil-

ver in the girls’ JV 300m 
hurdles. The varsity girls’ 
4x200 relay of Maroney, 
Fowlkes, Mulholland, and 
Emy Hernandez also won 
silver, and their 4x400 relay 
took bronze.

Hatfield Cason earned 
silver in the 800m and gold 
in the 1600m for the boys’ 
team.

For the fi eld events, varsi-
ty high jumpers Mulholland 
and Fowlkes place fi rst and 
second, respectively. Ma-
roney placed third in the 
long jump, and Carrasco 
came in sixth.

For the varsity boys fi eld 
events, Dae Hardwick 
placed third in the high 
jump, and Logan Smith 
earned fifth place in the 
long jump with a leap of 
19’6.75”.

Middle school track stars 
shined in Monahans on 
Friday. Alpine 7th graders, 
both boys and girls, earned 
gold in the 100m with Aub-
rie Tamale and Jeff rey Cas-
tillo. Both runners also ran 
PRs of 14.24 for Tamale 
and 13.44 for Castillo.

The 8th-grade girls also 
earned gold in the 100m 
dash, with Iliana Domin-
guez earning some hard-
ware with a PR of 14.60. In 
the 200m for the 8th-grade 
girls, Shannon Tamale 
earned a silver with a PR 
time of 29.75. Tamale also 
earned silver in the 100m 
hurdles.

Seventh-grade girls 400m 
took the podium with a sil-
ver and bronze fi nish from 
Zoe Munoz and Eivary 

Mercado, respectively. 

Iliana Dominguez earned a 

gold for the 8th-grade 400m 

race.

Seventh graders Eivary 

Mercado, Georgia Mura-

tori, and Zoe Munoz earned 

silver, bronze, and a fourth-

place fi nish in the 800m. In 

BY KERRY LAIRD
Sports Editor

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

2600 EAST US 90 W  ALPINE
432-837-5792
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WINTERSALE
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J A C K E T S ,  V E S T S ,

P U L L O V E R S

E T C .

See TRACK • 7

www.bigbendspringbreak.com
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Buck tennis topples some Mustangs

Smooth sailin’

Alpine varsity doubles players Zane Wash and Solanus Prieto brought home 
third-place medals this past weekend at the Fort Hancock Invitational. Also plac-
ing third in mixed doubles were Ashlee Neal and Marco Salcido.

Courtesy photo

Kylie Maroney sailed through the air to a third-place long jump fi nish at the 
Sandhills Relays in Monahans last Friday. Maroney had a jump of 15’10”.

Courtesy photo

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

&&

2600 HWY 90 | ALPINE2600 HWY 90 | ALPINE
432-837-5792

Adam@Texasagequipment.com

Excellence in Your Backyard!
Serving ages 3 to 12

Nestled in the heart of Big Bend among the mountains, our small, 
vibrant Montessori school offers a nurturing environment where 
children thrive through hands-on learning and individualized attention.

FOR FAMILES: Experience a child-centered education that inspires 
curiosity, independence, and a life-long love of learning. Enroll now to 
give your child the gift of growth and discovery.

FOR EDUCATORS: Join our dedicated team and make a lasting impact 
in a supportive, rural community where your talents shine and children 
flourish.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND FEDERAL SUBSIDIES may be available for 
qualifying families!

908 N. 6th Street • Alpine, TX 79830 
Please contact us at admin@alpinemontessori.org

Or call us today at 432-837-2173

Discover Montessori
Founded in 1989

comparison, Hallie Wood 
earned the gold for the 8th-
grade 800m race.

For the boys’ team, Ro-
man Holguin earned bronze 
in the 7th-grade 800m race, 
and Matthias Prieto brought 
home gold for the eighth 
graders.

In the 1600m, 7th-grader 
Muratori earned gold, while 
8th-grader Wood earned 
silver. In the boys 2400m, 
7th-grader Roman Holguin 
earned gold with a PR of 
9:14.80

In the fi eld events, 8th-
grade pole vaulters from 
both the girls’ and boys’ 
teams had strong perfor-
mances. Alpine took gold 
on both teams, with Cooper 
Roach winning the boy’s 
event and Athena Villanue-
va winning the girls. Layla 
Chavarria earned a silver in 
the pole vault, while Isabel 
Villanueva earned a fourth-
place finish. Matthew 
Reagan and Colt Billings 
rounded out the boys’ event 
in third and fi fth place, re-
spectively.

In the long jump events 
for 7th grade, Aubrie Ta-
male earned gold, while 
Zoe Munoz placed fourth. 
8th graders earned the sil-
ver, bronze, and sixth place 
finish in the long jump 
with Wood, Dominguez, 
and Shannon Tamale. For 
the boys, Castillo earned a 
fi fth-place fi nish for the 7th 
graders, and Zane DeLeon 
placed fourth for the 8th 
graders.

In the triple jump event, 
7th grader Zoe Munoz 
earned a gold medal, while 
Castillo earned a silver med-

al for the boys’ team. The 

8th-grade girls saw Wood 

place second, Shannon Ta-

male place fourth, Matth-

ias Prieto place fourth, and 

Emerson Roach place sixth 

for the boys. Finally, in the 

7th grade discus, Jaxon Mi-

nor earned a bronze medal 

for the boys, while Carmen 

Montoya placed fourth for 

the girls.

The Runnin’ Bucks’ next 

trip is to Wink today for the 

Wildcat Relays. The varsity 

teams will follow this up 

with another road trip to San 

Angelo on March 14-15.
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deep hole after giving 

up nine runs in the first 

inning. The early defi-

cit proved too much 

to overcome, and the 

game ended in an 11-0 

defeat.

While the scoreboard 

was lopsided, Alpine 

showed resilience in 

the later innings. Pey-

ton Tays stepped up in 

relief to throw three and 

one-third innings, al-

lowing only three runs 

while striking out two.

Despite the early 

struggles, the Bucks 

played clean defense, 

f inishing the game 

without a single er-

ror. At the plate, Tays, 

Josh Solis, and Leon 

Mucharraz each record-

ed a hit, but the team 

was unable to string to-

gether enough offense 

to mount a comeback.

Looking to close the 

weekend on a high note, 

the Bucks bounced back 

in dominant fashion 

against Kress, secur-

ing an 11-2 victory 

behind an outstanding 

all-around performance 

from Valenzuela.

The senior delivered 

at the plate, collecting 

three hits and driving 

in four runs, including 

a two-run double in the 

fourth inning that broke 

the game open. The 

Bucks struck first in 

the second inning, with 

Valenzuela and Ryli 

Vasquez each driving 

in a run to give Alpine 

an early lead.

After Kress evened 

the score, Alpine re-

sponded with a decisive 

fourth inning, as Valen-

zuela’s clutch double 

gave the Bucks the lead 

for good.

The Bucks put the 

game out of reach in 

the fifth inning, erupt-

ing for five runs on 

four hits. Llanez, Ezra 

Lujan, and Iden Lujan 

each delivered key RBI 

hits, showcasing the 

depth of the lineup.

Aggressive baserun-

ning played a huge role, 

with Alpine stealing 10 

bases in the game, put-

ting constant pressure 

on the Kress defense.

On the mound, Dev-

on Rojo was dominant 

in relief, pitching four 

innings while allowing 

just two hits and strik-

ing out eight. Josh Solis 

got the start and set the 

tone early, tossing two 

hitless innings with 

four strikeouts.

The Bucks once again 

played mistake-free de-

fense, proving that even 

after a tough stretch of 

games, they remained 

focused and disciplined 

on the field.

With their final tour-

nament of the season 

approaching in Wink 

this weekend, the Bucks 

have one last opportu-

nity to fine-tune their 

game before heading 

into the heart of their 

schedule.

The tournament will 

serve as a crucial test, 

allowing the team to 

build momentum and 

make key adjustments 

before returning to 

home turf.

Next Tuesday, Al-

pine will take the field 

at Kokernot for their 

season home opener 

against Monahans, with 

the first pitch set for 7 

p.m.

The highly anticipat-

ed matchup will allow 

the Bucks to showcase 

their progress in front 

of the home crowd. 

With the energy of 

Kokernot behind them, 

they’ll look to turn 

their early-season les-

sons into a strong per-

formance as they swing 

for Twin Peaks.
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hog calls.
“We scoot them off 

the property when we 
get calls, or we contact 
game wardens for trap-
ping when necessary,” 
she said. “They can be 
big and dangerous ani-
mals.”

Alpine Police Chief 
Darrell Losoya advised 
that residents outside 
city limits can legally 
eliminate hogs them-
selves, but inside the 
city, people should call 
the police.

Stewart emphasized 
that residents should 
pick up pet food at 
night to avoid attract-
ing hogs .  She a lso 
warned that homeown-
ers with water features 
in their yards should 
expect visits from wild 
animals.

Another topic of dis-
cussion was the need 
to replace the city’s pet 
crematorium. Stewart 
reported that over the 
past  f ive years,  Al-
pine’s crematorium has 
handled at least 2,000 
deceased pets. How-
ever, the current incin-
erator has developed 
a serious crack, and a 
replacement is urgently 
needed.

The current cremator 
has been in service for 
12 years but can only 
cremate one animal per 
day. To meet demand, 
the city operates the 
machine daily, includ-
ing on holidays.

A lower-grade re-
p l a c e m e n t  c o s t s 
$15,000 to $20,000, 
while a state-of-the-art 
model better suited to 
Alpine’s needs would 
cost between $65,000 
and $100,000.

Private cremations 
currently cost between 
$90 and $130 per pet, 
depending on weight. 
The service has gen-
erated an est imated 
$35,000 in annual rev-
enue over the last five 
years. It is also used 
for communal crema-
tions, which include 

large roadkill remov-
als.

The council agreed 
to move forward with 
reviewing avai lable 
cremation systems and 
pricing.

The  counc i l  a l so 
discussed a proposed 
draft of a Chapter 380 
ordinance and applica-
tion process. Chapter 
380 of the Texas Local 
Government Code al-
lows municipalities to 
offer grants and loans 
to promote economic 
development and stim-
ulate business activity.

Councilor Stephens 
p r o p o s e d  s e t t i n g 
thresholds  to  avoid 
o v e r w h e l m i n g  t h e 
council with requests. 
Restaurants ,  hotels , 
tech companies, and 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a r e 
among the businesses 
eligible for these in-
centives.

To further explore 
the potential impact 
of these agreements, 
the council scheduled 
a workshop for April 1 
at 4 p.m. in the council 
chambers.

In action items, the 
counci l  approved a 
resolution allowing the 
Alpine Police Depart-
ment to participate in 
the Office of the Gov-
ernor’s Public Safety 
Office Homeland Se-
curity Grants Division 
under Operation Lone 
Star (OLS) for fiscal 
year 2026.

Operation Lone Star, 
a border security ini-
t ia t ive launched by 
Governor Greg Abbott 
in 2021, aims to de-
tect and prevent illegal 
crossings, disrupt hu-
man smuggling, and 
reduce drug traffick-
ing.

“I t  provides more 
income for officers, 
provides deterrence—
more police cars on the 
road, deters crime, also 
border protection such 
as fentanyl trafficking 
reductions,” he said. 
Five APD officers have 
volunteered to partici-

pate in the program.
Councilor Stone vot-

ed against the resolu-
tion, while the remain-
ing members  voted 
in favor, allowing the 
resolution to pass.

The council also con-
sidered American Le-
gion Post #79’s request 
to extend its alcohol 
service hours until 2 
a .m.  The es tabl ish-
ment, located at 306 
W. Sul Ross Avenue, 
currently holds a beer 
and wine permit and 
requested a special use 
permit to obtain a Late 
Hours Certificate from 
the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission. 
The Planning and Zon-
ing Committee recom-
mended approval.

R e s i d e n t s  l i v i n g 
nearby voiced opposi-
tion, citing concerns 
about noise and dis-
rupt ion .  Counci lors 
Stephens, Stone, and 
Nance acknowledged 
that the business is in 
a residential area and 
expressed hesitation 
about granting the per-
mit.

After a lengthy dis-
cussion, the council 
initially voted to post-
pone the decision, cit-
ing concerns that the 
spec ia l  u se  pe rmi t 
would allow the bar 
to remain open until 2 
a.m. every night, de-
spite American Legion 
representatives stating 
they only intended to 
extend hours on Fri-
days and Saturdays, 
with “rare” exceptions.

After a recess, the 
American Legion rep-

resentatives proposed a 

compromise, agreeing 

to limit the extended 

hours to Fridays and 

Saturdays only, with-

out exception. Alpine 

City Attorney Cynthia 

Trevino confirmed that 

the council had the au-

thority to amend the 

permit request accord-

ingly.

The council revisited 

the motion to post-

pone the decision, but 

the motion failed on 

the second at tempt, 

with only Councilor 

S tephens  in  f avor. 

Following this, Coun-

cilor Stone proposed 

an amendment to ap-

prove the permit with 

the condition that the 

American Legion could 

stay open until 2 a.m. 

only on Fridays and 

Saturdays. The motion 

passed, with Councilor 

Stephens casting the 

sole dissenting vote.

A d d i t i o n a l l y,  t h e 

counci l  approved a 

five-year contract with 

Continental Utility So-

lutions, Inc. (CUSI) 

for cloud-hosted util-

i ty bil l ing services. 

The contract  covers 

meter reading, work 

o rde r  managemen t , 

and a customer web 

portal. The first-year 

implementa t ion  fee 

is  $36,750, and the 

monthly service fee is 

$2,559.

The next regular city 

council meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, 

March 18, at 5:30 p.m.

COUNCIL • FROM 1
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Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

past.
 “We share a historic 

partnership. One that 
plays a vital role in se-
curing our communi-
ties and protecting our 
fe l low Americans—
whether overseas or 
right here at our bor-
ders,” said Chief Patrol 
Agent Lloyd Easter-
ling. “I appreciate your 

dedication to this mis-
sion, and we look for-
ward to continuing our 
mission with you.”

 By assuming this role 
in immigration enforce-
ment, these soldiers can 
provide critical support 
to the Border Patrol’s 
mission, thus reinforc-
ing the security of the 
Big Bend Sector and 
sustaining the integrity 
of our nation’s borders.

GUARD • FROM 1

402 W Holland Ave, Alpine, TX 79830
877-445-9550|www.transpecosbanks.com

Banking for

Tomorrow

had them all for over a 
year, and if I’m unable 
to find a way to get 
them to a new home 
I’m not sure what I’ll 
do.” Currently, she has 
two males and two fe-
males available for re-
homing. 

Phobos ,  i s  a  s ix-
year-old neutered male 
Husky who is all white 
with str iking glass-
blue eyes. Her other 
male, Gunther, is also 
six and he is a gray and 
white Pitbull who sits 
calmly for treats and is 
a lovebug. 

Her two females are 
Heeler mixes. These 
two-and-a-half-year-
old sisters are named 
Cinnamon and Daisy. 
“As with many sib-
lings they don’t get 
along with each other 
so well, nor do they 
get along with other 
female dogs, but they 
get along great with 
males. The same goes 
for Gunther and Pho-
bos, but just the op-
posite. They get along 
with females but are 
dominant  males ,  so 
they don’t get along 
with other male dogs,” 
Hensley said.

Hensley is currently 
looking for some land 
outside Marathon and 
Alpine to begin the re-
structuring process but 
finding this has been 
a challenge. “I don’t 
have the money to pur-
chase a large piece of 
land. At one time, there 
was a lady who I was 
in talks with that was 
wil l ing to donate a 
small portion of some 

land that she owned for 
me to get this going, 
but she passed away, 
and her family isn’t 
willing to donate the 
land any longer. I can’t 
continue to have the 
shelter at my home. It 
must be relocated, but 
without the availabil-
ity of grant money or a 
large donation for land, 
the future of the shelter 
is grim.”

Hensley says that re-
structuring would re-
sult in a name change, 
a  b r i ck -and -mor t a r 
building that is not her 
home, and this would 
allow her to qualify for 
grant funding to keep 
the shelter going.

“If I’m unable to re-
structure the shelter 
this year, I will have to 
close the service per-
manently. I don’t want 
to do that, but it may 
very well come down 
to that. If that happens, 
I may be able to foster 
an animal or two for 
other shelters, but that 
would be about the ex-
tent of the services I 
could provide for these 
homeless pets.”

All animals are fully 
vetted and spayed or 
neutered and ready for 
their forever homes. 
For more information 
or for those wishing 
to help they can con-
tact Hensley at 432-
386-4593 and leave a 
message if there is no 
answer. The Marathon 
Animal Shelter accepts 
PayPal  @marathon-
animalshelter, or do-
nations may be mailed 
to PO Box 208, Mara-
thon, TX 79842.

SHELTER • FROM 1

The Alpine Ambassadors were on hand Monday morning to offi  cially announce the completion of a new play-
ground with new equipment at Alpine Middle School. The entire staff , faculty, and student body celebrated the 
event.

Courtesy photo

AMS gets new playground equipment

www.transpecosbanks.com
www.mmoftexas.com
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com


 
Thursday, March 6, 2025  Alpine Avalanche  Page 9

LOOKING BACKEST 1891
S������ �	� B�� B��
 

��
 D���� M
������� C
�����

Alpine Avalanche
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Dear Neil, we started 
to notice these spots 
in the St. Augustine in 
late summer and they 
are still here. They be-
gan as yellowed grass. 
Many s tarted out 
round. There is a slight 
dip along the line of 
the spots. The fence 
was installed about 
two months before the 
problem began. Our 
nursery gave me a 
couple of fungus prod-
ucts in October. I was 
told to treat it again re-
cently.

Your lawn has brown 
patch, also called large 
patch by some univer-
sity turf people. It af-
fects only the leaf blades 
where they attach to the 
runners. You will first 
notice that they turn yel-
low, then brown a few 
days later. You normally 
won’t see it until the 
first cool, wet weather 
of early fall (as you 
described). If you pull 
on those fi rst yellowed 
blades, you’ll find that 
they will pull loose 
quite easily from the 
runners so that you can 
see the decay caused by 
the fungus. If you treat 

those first signs, you 
can stop the disease be-
fore it gets to this point. 
The good news is that it 
won’t kill the grass. It 
does weaken it, but the 
roots and runners remain 
healthy. As your lawn 
greens up again this 
spring, it will recover 
and grow through this 
problem. However, the 
brown patch will return, 
so be prepared to treat it 
again this fall. Treating 
now will also be ben-
eficial. The fungicide 
Azoxystrobin is often 
recommended for patch 
diseases in turf.

Dear Neil, attached 
is a photo of one of 
the larger branches 
we cut off one of our 

madrone trees. A local 
gardener said it was 
due to carpenter ants. 
We have been in a se-
vere drought. The fi rst 
tree started sending 
good shoots out from 
the bottom, with the 
top badly damaged, 
so we cut that part off . 
We thought that would 
stop it. Now the second 
tree is also dying with 
the branches turning 
black. Should we be 
watering more? They 
told us the ants would 
be seeking water.

No photo was attached 
to your email, nor can I 
tell where you live and 
garden. Therefore, I’ll 
have to write rather ge-
nerically. 

Carpenter ants are op-
portunists. They live in 
decaying, hollowed out 
parts of trees, for ex-
ample where limbs have 
died, woodpecker holes, 
cracks from storm dam-
age, etc. They do not 
feed on the tree’s living 
wood. I guess you could 
call them secondary in-
vaders. They do not kill 
trees. 

If the drought has 
been really severe, you 

can certainly water your 
madrones. Make sure 
the drainage is good and 
check the trunks closely 
for any signs of damage. 
Perhaps you can see 
what might have hap-
pened. Depending on 
where you are, the win-
ter cold could also dam-
age them. While they’ve 
native to southwestern 
parts of the state, that 
doesn’t guarantee that 
they’ll survive in colder 
regions. I had a friend 
years ago who lost sev-
eral in the Dallas area, 
so he switched over to 
growing one or two in 
large patio pots.

Dear Neil, is there 

anything I can put on 

my cabbage plants as 

a preventive to avoid 

cabbage loopers this 
spring?

Not that I know of. 
Watch for the little white 
butterflies that will be 
circling around your 
plants in numbers in a 
few weeks. They’ll be 
laying the eggs that will 
hatch and develop into 
the hungry loopers. As 
soon as you see the fi rst 
holes in the leaves apply 
Bacillus thuringiensis 
as the biological worm 
spray or dust. It’s to-
tally organic and it also 
happens to be the most 
effective control. The 

loopers will stop feeding 
within a couple of hours. 
You can eat produce that 
has been protected as 
soon as the same or next 
day. Just wash it to clean 
it up and you’ll be fi ne. 
You’ll want to keep an 
eye on other Cole crops 
as well: broccoli, Brus-
sels sprouts, caulifl ower, 
and even rutabagas.

Have a question you’d 
like Neil to consider? E-
mail him at mailbag@
sperrygardens.com. Neil 
regrets that he cannot 
reply to questions indi-
vidually.

Azoxystrobin is recommended for patch diseases in turf

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG
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TEXAS

CROSSWORD
by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Abilene NBC TV

      affi liate

  5  this Ephron wrote

      “My Blue Heaven”

      starring Texas-born

      Steve Martin

  6  TX Vikki Carr Latin

      pop album: “____

      Hombres” (1988)

  7  marries

  8  this Buechele was

      Rangers third base-

      man (1985-95) (init.)

  9  org. for Texas pro

      golfer, Scheffl er

12  Houston’s: “Johnson

      _____ Center”

17  in Jones County

      on highway 6

19  citizenship ______

      prove citizenship

21  “__  _____ if I stood

      up” (old and brittle)

22  cartographer _____

      Alvarez de Pineda

23  see 22-across: it

      was ___  ___ that

      fi rst depicted Texas

28  Lufkin FM radio

29  speck, scintilla

30  TXism: “better than

      a poke in the eye

      with _  _____ stick”  

31  unaccompanied

      music performances  

35  Daingerfi eld, TX

      newspaper (2 wds.)

36  Johnson County

      Lake (2 wds.)

42  “Texas, our Texas!

      So ______ so great!

44  noted Texas poet:

      _____ Shihab Nye

  1  “what I ____ 

      _______  __ mind”

      (done forgot it)

  2  in Falls County

      on U.S. 77

  3  TX Jacob ________

      fl ew 100 feet before

      the Wright Brothers

  4  Linden’s County

  9  ____-a-boo

10  what a mower

      creates (2 wds.)

11  Garth hit: “___ Me

      How I Know”

12  hot tub

13  Sunday before

      Easter (2 wds.)

46  noted Texas fullback:

      Byron “___” ______

48  corrected for publication

49  49ers QB who never beat

      the Cowboys in a NFC

      championship game (init.)

50  suprise expression

51  container to hold

      Texas bluebonnets

52  Dallas KERA-FM net.

53  they’re “upon you” in

      Texas

54  “__  __ old

      cowhand ...”

56  Xmas drink:

      egg___

57  game antelope

      in Texas

58  nat’l ID no. 14  Kick____ Tribe of

      Texas

15  “wouldn’t give one

      red ____ for it”

16  Irish Gaelic language

18  TXism: “sounds

      like a ___ axle”

      (bad singer)

20  TX Willie sang “Ain’t

      Necessarily __”

23  cowboy’s Stetson

24  “somewhat” suffi x

25  King James bible 

      for “show”

26  TXism for “gadget”: 

      “thinga_____”

27  Frost Bank Center

      and Toyota Center

32  “good __’ boy”

33  this TX Elder was

      fi rst black to play in

      the Masters (init.)

34  25th governor:

      _  _ Colquitt

36  a Rocket, an Astro,

      or a Cowboy

37  TXism: “busier than

      _  ___ cook at an

      interstate truck stop 

38  “Shroud of _____”

      might be Christ’s

      burial linen

39  TXism: “_____ a

      little cane” 

      (celebrate)

40  annotations

41  Mexican Mafi a:

      “La ___”

43  5th governor:

      _  _ Pease

45  TXism: “__ have to

      get better to die”

47  Sunday talks

48  “on an ____ keel”

55  six-shooter (2 wds.)

P-1731
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Last Puzzle

 Solution

S-1730

      H I M A
      A R O D
      M E N O
        I S
       A T E   D E N T A L
      P H O O  K E L L E H E R
      A I R F A R E   X E N O N
 N O I S Y I T  Y A L L  C A N T B E
 O N M O O N   O R D E A L S   B L
   F O U L E D U P  C L A M  T I L
    T H E W A R   T A W A K O N I
    H A S  M O D E R N  R I N S E
    E D S   W O A I   D O G
         N A R C O T I C S
          S H I P S
           A D E
           R A N
           T D S   

Sale ends 03/31/25

March 17, 1939 March 31, 1939 March 5, 1954 March 28, 1947

www.mccoys.com
www.mccoys.com
www.sperrygardens.com
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Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your ad the fi rst day of pub-

lication. We are only responsible for the fi rst incorrect 

insertion of any ad. Publisher’s liability for damages re-

sulting from errors in any advertising that it has agreed to 

publish shall be limited to the amount actually received 

by the publisher in consideration for its agreement to 

publish the advertisement in question. It shall not be 

responsible for any consequential damages suff ered by 

any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due in the offi  ce by 12:00 

(noon) on Tuesday.

HOURS- You may place your ad in person at 704 E. 

Holland, Alpine, TX 79830 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call 432-

837-3334.

CANCELLATIONS - All ads may be cancelled for the 

next publication until 12:00 (noon) on the Monday be-

fore publication.

ACCEPTANCE - The publisher wants to do everything 

that is possible within the confi nes of good taste and 

legal constraints to help you advertise your product or 

service to the best advantage. We reserve the right to 

edit or reject any copy or insertion that does not meet 

our standards of acceptance. The Alpine Avalanche does 

not run ads for anyone whose balance on previous ads is 

not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads must be paid in ad-

vance.

EMAIL - Send your Classifi ed Ads to the Al-

pine Avalanche by email at shelley.maroney

@alpineavalanche.com.

HELP WANTEDFOR RENT/LEASE

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539 

2 bedroom/2 
bath, quiet 
country home 
6 miles south of 
Alpine on Hwy 
118.  Beautiful 
views, secluded, 
washer/dryer 
hookups, new 
fl oors, vaulted 
ceilings.  $1,000/
month plus 
deposit.  432-
249-0569  

Effi  ciency Cabin
– Clean furnished 
effi  ciency cabin, 
large bedroom, 
bath, kitchenette, 
employment 
and references 
checked.  Non-
smoking, no pets.  
Call Gayle at 210-
315-3133. 

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fi ll the night 
audit.  Excellent 
pay and benefi ts.  
Please apply in 
person at 2607 
West Highway 
90.

WANT TO BUY

I buy cast iron 
skillets please 
text or call 512-
963-7533. 

ITEMS FOR SALE

2020 Nissan Al-
tima SL, 1 owner, 
62,500 miles, 
fully loaded, 
always garaged, 
fuel effi  cient, 
well maintained, 
immaculate, 
$18,500 San 
Antonio.  Call for 
pictures 210-215-
0805.

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

God    God    
Bless Bless 

AmericaAmerica

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812
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    Part Time- 5pm- 8pm

�� �������������������

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, 

 Alpine Location 

Now Hiring

We are seeking a highly skilled and experienced Master 

Electrician to join our team in Marfa and FT Davis.

Responsibilities:

• Install, maintain, and repair electrical systems

• Conduct routine inspections and maintenance     

   on electrical systems to ensure compliance with 

   safety regulations

• Read blueprints and schematics to identify

   electrical systems and locate faults

• Ensure all electrical work is done in accordance 

   with the National Electric Code (NEC).

• Train and lead teams performing electrical    

   system work

• Master Electrician License for the State of Texas 

  (Required)

• Strong problem-solving skills and attention to    

   detail

• Ability to read and interpret electrical schematics 

  and blueprints

• Experience with electrical troubleshooting and 

   repair

• Strong technical background and excellent   

   problem-solving skills

• Bilingual English/Spanish preferred

Please send resumes to ebaeza@villagefarms.com

or call 432-729-3071 ext. 607 to inquire

✰✰✰✰✰
✰✰✰✰✰

Reach potential buyers

when you advertise 

in the Classifi eds!

Place your ad today at

432-837-3334
or 

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

One Spot.
Lots of 

Possibilities!

CARS, TRUCKS,
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR
SALE & FOR RENT

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS

PETS FOR ADOPTION

GARAGE SALES

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH, 
MUCH MORE.

ALPINE 
AVALANCHE
CLASSIFIEDS

Thank you to these Businesses for 
having Your Local Paper available:

Celebration Liquors

KC's Quickmart

G AUTOMOTIVE

Lost Alaskan RV

AMIGOS
CONVENIENCE

STORE

704 East Holland | Alpine, Texas 79831 | Phone: 432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

Big Bend Resort & Adventures

HIGHLAND DRUG

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.cityofalpine.com/employment
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.avalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com


 

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Pastor Reidling Coleman

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.
Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170
hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720
Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD
South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487
Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST
East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH
Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00
Worship @ 11:00
(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304
Fr. Hector Chicas,  Fr. Edroud Jean
ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa
(432) 729-4694

Fr. Hector Chicas,  Fr. Edroud Jean

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591
10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.
Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST
North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275
Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133
Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas
www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.

432-279-0744

atxredeemer@yahoo.com

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

Sunday Service @ 4:00pm

Wed Night Bible Study @ 5:00pm

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

 Latter-Day Saints
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

MESSIANIC
Hebraic Roots Aviv Fellowship 

Shabbat 12 Noon Saturday 

Chaplain’s Garvin & Stephanie Shiflet 

51160 TX-118 South, (432) 371-2999

HebraicRootsAvivFellowship.org

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AIThis Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

FORT DAVIS  |  ALPINE  |  PRESIDIO

WWW.MAVERICK.BANK  |  (432) 837-1888

“Ask, and it shall be given you; 

it shall be opened unto you; For 

opened.” The words of Jesus 
Christ”- 

Congregation B’nai Zion El Paso, an independent congregation following 
Conservative movement practices, is pleased to announce outreach to
individuals in the Big Bend interested in Jewish experience Judaism. 

Services are available in person or live stream. 
Interested persons may contact our local representative at

(432) 664-8619 or visit our website congregationbnaizion.org 

Ephesians 4: 31-32

It’s that time of year again, what we Chris-
tians call Lent. It is a time for self-reflection, 
for wondering where we have done wrong to 
ourselves, to others, and to God. While this is 
a uniquely Christian season, other religions 
follow this example as well. Yom Kippur for 
those who are Jewish allows for a time of 
atonement and repentance for wrongdoing. 
Ramadan for those who are Muslim also has 
an emphasis on this aspect. These times of 
self-reflection hopefully lead us on a path 
to ask for forgiveness, a fresh start to correct 
our wrongdoings, and to rely on God to see us 
through to a new beginning, to see us through 
to growing into the people that God created 
us to be.

While this is essential for us to grow and 
become the people that God imagines for each 
and every one of us, this personal growth is 
also a springboard to act out our faith in the 
real world. There is a passage from the Chris-
tian Bible that says, “By this ever yone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another.” (John 13:35) So, the 

question that I have is how do we show that 

love for one another? There are a lot of folks 

that not only today, but over the many long 

centuries since Jesus appeared on earth, that 

have wondered if that is really true, because 

it seems that we may not have done a very 

good job of it.

This Lent I would like to offer a challenge. 

This is a challenge to love one another as Je-

sus asks us to love. This is a challenge to show 

that love to all. We can ask ourselves; how do 

we welcome the stranger? How are we moved 

to show love to the hungr y, the mourning, 

the poor? How do we love our enemy? How do 

we love those who have hurt us? How do we 

forgive? Believe you me, this is a tall order. It 

is not easy to love those who have hurt us, or 

to love our enemy, or to forgive. But perhaps, 

just perhaps, the one thing we can do each 

day is reflect on that verse from John 13:35: 

“By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

Then we can ask ourselves how we will live 

that out each day.
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BY REV. KATY HUDAK
St. James Episcopal Church-Alpine

Time for self-refl ection

Avalanche Classifieds 432-837-3334

SE
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R
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t

Sponsored bySSS ddd bbb

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Brittany MaltosBrittany Maltos
In what activities did 
you participate in high 
school?
As a freshman, I participated 
in volleyball, and now, as a 
senior, I have not done any 
sports. I am a band tech right 

photographer, but right now, I 
am mainly focusing on work.

Who was your favorite 
teacher/coach, and why?
My favorite teacher is Ms. 
Reyna although Ms. Reyna 
never actually taught me as a 
student, she always had faith 
and never doubted me she 
stood by me and helped with 
any work I had she’s the best 

What was your favorite 
moment in the last four 
years?
 I think every day of these four 
years was my favorite because 
the best part about high 
school was my friends; the 
bonds that grew between me 
and my friends are something 
people will never understand. 
High school gave me the 
best opportunities to make 
friendships and build social 
skills.

What are your plans 
after high school?
My plans after high school 
or to attend cosmetology 
school or take a gap year to 
build work skills.

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

1 GIG SPEEDS FOR

ONLY $65 A MONTH

CALL AND SIGN UP TODAY!

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.maverick.bank
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.avivfellowship.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
www.congregationbnaizion.org
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating  

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

BODY SHOP

RYAN KINKADE

432-386-3296

P.O. BOX 1934

ALPINE, TX 79831

432-837-7179

BIGBENDCONCRETE@GMAIL.COM

CONCRETE

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT
DENTAL

Family Owned & Operated

Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. 

Alpine • 432-837-7275

Towing Available • Estimates

Family Owned

Served Alpine Since 1995 •

WINDSHIELD AND AUTOMOTIVE CALIBRATION

BODY SHOP

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT 

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

CLOCK REPAIR

387 West I H 10, 2nd Floor 

(432) 336-2291 or (432) 336-2058

387 West I H 10, Suite B

( 432) 336-0700 

Family Care Center Walk-In Clinic

 511 N Main Street

( 432) 336-4544 

Make an appointment with our providers today! 

GOOD HEALTH REQUIRES 

MORE THAN LUCK! 

HEALTH

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

DRY CLEANING

1107 W. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-299-1323

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa, 

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We off er the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W. 
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

PLUMBING

We are local!
Now off ering 24-hour emergency services

Drain Unstops | Leak Detections
Sewer Camera Inspections | and More!

432-290-8511

LIQUOR

704 W Holland Ave | Alpine, TX

(432) 837-7479

Drive Thru

ADVERTISING PAYS!

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.library.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
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It’s hard to beat a 
good pork chop. It’s also 
pretty hard to beat hash 
browns, and when you 
combine these two, you 
have top-notch eating.

We’re talking about 
a hash brown and pork 
chop casserole that will 
make ya wanna slap ya, 
mama! This is creamy 
and hearty comfort food 
at its best. 

When purchasing 
your chops, make sure 
you buy the ones with-
out bones. While bones 
inevitably add fl avor to 
meat when cooked, this 
being a casserole makes 
bones in your meat more 
of a challenge.

The idea behind cas-
seroles is to make your 
meal simple and easy. In 
other words, you want 
to pick up that pork 
chop with those creamy 

hash browns in one big 
scoop, be able to cut the 
meat with a fork, and 
not eat around a bone. 
Of course, one could be 
limited by what the local 
grocer had available, so 
bone-in chops aren’t pro-
hibited in this dish; it’s 
just easier without them.

Speaking of simple 
and easy, this dish calls 
for frozen hash browns, 
making it super easy 
compared to peeling and 

grating the two pounds 
of potatoes needed for 
this casserole. But, if 
you prefer the extra 
work, fresh potatoes are 
not a bad option.

By the time you mix 
in all those other yummy 
ingredients and bake this 
off for about an hour, 

dinner or lunch, de-
pending on the time, is 
ready to be served. The 
simplicity will make the 
cook happy and the deli-
ciousness will make the 
family happy.

So, don’t contemplate 
ordering that pizza or 
making that run to the 

local burger joint. Truck 
yourself down to the lo-
cal grocery store, grab 
these few simple ingre-
dients, and surprise your 
family with a hearty, 
comfor t ing,  home-
cooked meal they’ll 
likely fi ght for seconds 
on.

Chops and taters can’t be beat for comfort food

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

HASH BROWN AND PORK 

CHOP CASSEROLE

INGREDIENTS

Five pork chops (boneless preferably)
One 10.5 ounce can condensed 

cream of celery soup
On cup of sour cream
Half a cup of milk
One 2-pound bag of frozen hash 

brown potatoes
One cup of chopped onion
One cup of shredded Cheddar cheese

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
In a large skillet, cook pork chops 

over medium-high heat until brown, 
around 2-3 minutes per side. Transfer 
pork chops to a plate and set aside.

Combine condensed soup, sour 
cream, and milk in a large bowl. Mix 
well.

Add hash browns and onions to the 
bowl and mix well until onions and hash 
browns are coated.

Pour the mixture into a 13x9 baking 
dish and sprinkle with cheese.

Arrange pork chops on top.
Bake in a preheated oven until pota-

toes are cooked through and pork chops 
are tender, about 50-55 minutes.

Pork chops should be at least 145 de-
grees in the center before serving.

Hash Brown and Pork Chop Casserole

Courtesy photo

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

TRUCKING

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@fi ndaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TIRES

432-336-3314 
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

REAL ESTATE

SPA SERVICES

Time to Rejuvenate and 
get ready for Summer.
Services: 

Laser Hair Removal, IPL Photofacials, Chemical 

Peels, Microneedling, HydraFacials, Dermaplaning 

Facials, Cosmetic Injectables, Body Scrubs, Body 

Mud Wraps,and Therapeutic Massages. 

7th Day Wellness Spa
Located inside

Hotel Parker 
2800 W Hwy90, Alpine, Tx 

Call Kelly Jo Newman 

for more info 

432-837-1100
Monday - Friday • 9 am to 5 pm 
After 5 pm - Appointment Only 
Sat. & Sun. - Appointment Only

ROOFING

CAR RENTAL

ONLINE BOOKING| FAST & EASY| INSURANCE

432.244.4454

222 W DICKINSON BLVD | FORT STOCKTON

WWW.SMALLTOWNCARRENTAL.COM

SEPTIC SERVICES

UPHOLSTERY

ANTIQUE DEPOT UPHOLSTERY

TED THAYER

auto • home • planes • boats

upholsterer

432.386.4342

432.386.2928

SEPTIC SERVICES

MAC
 SEPTIC PORTA POTTIES

Rick McIvor
Owner/ Operator
325-812-5541

RickMcivor7@gmail.com
P.O. Box 640

 Fort Davis, TX 79734

The new QPC® and 
Angel got game
You know you made it when you get your meal at McD’s. With an 

unapologetically bold, smoky BBQ sauce and crispy bacon, the new BBQ 
Bacon Quarter Pounder®* with Cheese is gonna change the game.
Try yours in the Angel Reese Special today with medium fries and Hi-C® (or 
other soft drink). You can also get it a la carte as a single or double.

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine, Texas
The KIT KAT® trademark and trade dress are used under license from Société des Produits Nestlé SA and with permission from 

The Hershey Company. *At participating McDonald’s for a limited times. McDonalds app download and registration required. 

Mobile Order & Pay available at participating McDonald’s.

Community 

Forward
Trusted since 1891

Locally owned

 704 E Holland Ave, Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

God Bless America

www.smalltowncarrental.com
www.ranchoutwest.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com
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AMS track shined in Monahans Golfers challenged in Andrews

Game, set, match

This group of AMS track stars performed exceptionally well in Monahans this past weekend at the 
Sandhills Relays. Members of both the 7th and 8th-grade boys’ teams are John Ritchie, Cooper Roach, 
Matthias Prieto, Emerson Roach, Cesar Pompa, Roman Holguin, Jett Ryan, and Brody Warren.

Courtesy photo

AHS golfers David Baca and Ace Granado took on 
competitors from Lubbock, Midland, Odessa, and El 
Paso in one of the biggest tournaments in West Texas 
this past weekend. Baca shot 85/83 for the two-day 
tournament, and Ace shot 91/96, with Baca placing 
64th and Granado placing 114th out of 144 players.

Courtesy photo

Zane Wash lobs a tennis ball to his opponent as the Fightin’ Buck varsity tennis team competed 
in the Mustang Tournament in Fort Hancock last week.

Courtesy photo

High winds damage transformers

High winds above 30 mph on Tuesday had workers 
from AEP out and repairing blown transformers, leav-
ing numerous Alpine customers without power during 
the day. Reports from law enforcement encouraged 
motorists to stay home due to low visibility in the area.

Photo courtesy of Judy Stokes

www.bigbendspringbreak.com

