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City and
AISD call
for May
election

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The City of Alpine
and the Alpine ISD have
called for a general elec-
tion to be held on May 3.
The candidate filing pe-
riod is now open and will
remain open until Friday,
February 14, at 5 p.m.

Interested parties who
want to file for a position
on the Alpine City Coun-
cil may contact city sec-
retary Geoffrey Calderon
at 432-837-3301 or stop
by 803 W. Holland Av-
enue to pick up a packet.

Those parties interest-
ed in filing for a position
on the Alpine ISD Board
of Trustees may contact
Marsha Roach at 432-
837-7700 or stop by 704
W. Sul Ross Avenue to
pick up a packet.

The two seats open for
the May election for the
Alpine City Council are
Wards 1 and 3, which
Reagan Stone and Darin
Nance currently hold.

The two seats open
for the May election for
the Alpine ISD Board

See ELECTION - 6

INSIDE_

BY KERRY LAIRD

Correspondent

The Alpine City
Council met Tuesday,
January 21, in the city
council chambers for
its regular meeting,
with all members pres-
ent.

The meeting drew a
significantly smaller
audience compared to
the January 7 meeting,
which had a packed
house to discuss the
proposed sale of a

five-acre city-
owned property
at N. 16th and
Brown Streets
to Michael and

- a replat to
consolidate

the property
into 10 lots
and offered to

Lynn McCar- purchase city-
son. owned streets
The property within the
is currently Meg'an property to fa-
zoned R2, al- A;“,ltnm,' cilitate the re-
lowing duplex pine City plat. Council
Manager
development. concerns arose

The existing
plat dates back to the
1970s and consists of
80 lots.

McCarson proposed

over whether
this would hinder ac-
cess to utilities, waste
collection, and emer-
gency services, as Ol-

hits pause on land sale

ive Street would be-
come the sole access
point.

Ward 3 Councilor
Darin Nance expressed
the need to retain Av-
enue C as a public
right-of-way to main-
tain access across the
property.

“I’m in agreement
with him, especially
from a safety perspec-
tive,” said Alpine City
Manager Megan Ant-
rim.

After discussion, the

council voted unani-
mously to postpone the
sale of the property,
allowing time to meet
with the purchaser and
ensure clarification
and adequate access
through Avenue C.
The council then ap-
proved the first read-
ing of an ordinance
amending Chapter 74
of the Alpine Code of
Ordinances concerning
parks and recreation.

See COUNCIL-6

Practlce not I|m|ed by weather

Despite the chilly temperatures, Sul Ross Rodeo Team members utilize the Smarty Rodeo equipment during practice. The
men here are practicing their bulldogging techniques using the horse saver and a dummy steer to hone their technique
before they take on the live animals.

Photo courtesy of Sul Ross Rodeo Team
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AISD extends superintendent contract, accepts resignations

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The Alpine ISD
Board of Trustees held
its first meeting of the
new year on Wednes-
day, January 22, at 5:30
p-m. at the high school
band hall. Single Mem-
ber District 2, Joe Por-
tillo, was absent.

After the call to or-
der and verification of
compliance with the
Open Meetings Act,
principals from the el-
ementary and middle
schools presented the
board members with
gifts to show their hard
work. The board then
recessed for their meal,
which generally occurs
during the executive
session of each meet-
ing. Wednesday’s meal
is a January tradition,
catered by Doug Fox
and served by a few of
his students.

After the meal, the
board reconvened for

the open meet-
ing at 6:35 p.m.
and heard from

made a motion,
followed by a
second from

Alpine ISD Single Member
CFO Chris Va- District 7 Mary
lenzuela. Va- McCallister.
lenzuela gave The motion
his monthly was approved
report, noting Dr. Michelle unanimously.

several line Rinehart, Following
items affected AISD Super- the financial
by last month’s  intendent  report and con-

taxing issue

due to a CAD mistake.
It was also noted that
Alpine ISD did not pay
the fourth quarter CAD
payment, which is usu-
ally paid because the
district received a re-
fund from the CAD that
was roughly equal to
their payment amount.
This was a result of
the previous taxing is-
sue that occurred last
month.

Next on the agenda
was the approval of the
consent items from last
month’s meeting. Sin-
gle Member District 6
Dr. Adrian Billings

sent items, the
board approved the
addition of Micella
Salcido for authorized
access to the West
Texas National Bank
accounts and safety
deposit boxes. Salcido
has been assisting Va-
lenzuela in cleaning up
accounts and working
on grants for the dis-
trict’s auditors.

“She has been a great
asset and jumped in
from day one. Micella
1s a fast learner, and
I’m grateful to have
her,” Valenzuela said.

McCallister mo-
tioned to approve,

followed by a second
from Single Member
District 5 Haley Babb.
The motion was ap-
proved unanimously.

Next on the agenda
was a call for the gen-
eral election in May.
The two seats up for
election are Single
Member District 5 and
Single Member District
7, currently held by
Haley Babb and Mary
MccCallister.

Marsha Roach, sec-
retary to the superin-
tendent, told the board
that if no one else filed
for the seats, the board
could cancel the elec-
tion in March and save
the money it would be
spending on renting
the equipment from the
county’s elections of-
fice.

Billings motioned
to approve the order
calling for a general
election followed by
a second from Single
Member District 4 Jim-

my Morris. The motion
was unanimously ap-
proved.

The following three
agenda items are re-
newed each January.
Item one was the re-
view, consideration,
and approval of the
2025-2026 West Texas
Food Service Coopera-
tive Interlocal Agree-
ment. After a motion
and a second from Mc-
Callister and Babb, it
was unanimously ap-
proved.

The second agenda
item was to review and
consider renewing the
2025 Membership in
Walsh, Gallegos’ Re-
tainer Program. This
is the district’s long-
standing legal team.
This agenda item was
unanimously approved
after a motion and a
second from Babb and
McCallister.

See AISD -6
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Joyce Fay Lockhart
Wildenthal (1937-2025)

Joyce Fay Lockhart Wil-
denthal, 87, died peace-
fully asleep in her rural
home near Williamston,
Michigan, on January 7.
She was in declining health
for many years. She had a
long career as a biological
laboratory technician and
manager at Michigan State
University (MSU) in East
Lansing and a lifelong love
for science.

Joyce was an excellent
student who graduated
third in her 1955 Alpine
High School class. She
spent the first twenty years
of her life in Alpine, a
small town in the Big Bend
region of West Texas. She
earned her Bachelor of
Arts in 1959 from the Uni-
versity of Texas in Austin
while also taking some
classes at Sul Ross State
College (now University)
in Alpine.

She received her Mas-
ter of Arts in Zoology in
1963 from the University
of Kansas, focusing on
ornithology, and her Mas-
ter of Science in Resource
Development in 1989 from
MSU. Her first master’s
thesis, Structure in Primary
Song of the Mockingbird
(Mimus polyglottos), was
published in the scientific
journal The Auk in 1965.

In word and deed, Joyce
supported civil rights and
equal treatment for people
of all races and creeds. As a
high school senior, in soli-
darity with a Black Latina
friend and classmate, she
and other students refused
racially segregated hous-
ing at a Girls State meeting
until the adult organizers
allowed their classmate
to stay with them. She re-
fused to join a university
sorority to which she was
invited when she learned
it excluded Jewish and
non-White students. She
supported women’s equal-
ity, reproductive freedom,
and — far in advance of
prevailing views — equal
treatment of all people

without regard to sexual
or gender identity. She be-
came a political progres-
sive and a strong supporter
of the Democratic Party.

During Joyce’s career at
MSU in medical research
and soil microbiology for
more than thirty years, she
found great satisfaction
in working with gradu-
ate students and scientists
from around the world.
For many, she was their
introduction to Ameri-
can life and culture. She
helped them find housing
and childcare, helped them
navigate bureaucracies,
and even provided emer-
gency supplies of pots,
pans, and dishes.

Her fascination with sci-
ence was combined with
a deep love for the beauty
of nature, birdwatching,
organic gardening, camp-
ing, swimming, and hik-
ing. She was committed
to conserving a sustainable
environment. She loved
horses, dogs, cats, and oth-
er animals. Family mem-
bers laughingly recall that
as a young girl, she liked
to pretend she was a horse.
She inspired similar love of
animals, plants, and nature
in her children, grandchil-
dren, and others.

Joyce was married
(1957-76) to Bryan Hob-
son Wildenthal (1937-
2021), whom she met at
Alpine High School and
with whom she had three
children. They eventually
settled in Michigan, later
divorced, and remained
friends. She also had a re-
lationship with a later life
partner until his death and
a continuing loving rela-
tionship with his children.

Joyce loved music from

an early age, playing piano
and flute and developing a
particular talent for sing-
ing. This fueled her scien-
tific fascination with bird
songs. She once sang the
title role in a community
production of the opera
Carmen. For many years,
she enjoyed singing with
the Steiner Chorale, a vo-
cal ensemble in the Lan-
sing area of Michigan.
While attending Unitarian
Universalist (UU) congre-
gations in several states,
she especially enjoyed the
musical celebrations and
sang in one UU choir.

She loved books, plays,
and theatre, including the
works attributed to the
author known as Shake-
speare. In the summer of
1956, in Alpine, she and
Hobson acted together in
a college production of
A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, both in drag: she
as King Oberon and he as
Thisbe in the “play within
aplay.”

Joyce’s mother, Lora
Bell Kunze Lockhart
(1909-98), was born in
Minnesota and was a musi-
cian and homemaker deep-
ly involved in community
service. Her father, Wil-
liam Edgar “Bill” Lockhart
Jr, M.D. (1908-87), born
in Texas, was a physician
for more than fifty years
who also served as a local
elected official and, dur-
ing World War 1, in the
U.S. Army Medical Corps.
Their civic, medical, mu-
sical, and intellectual ac-
tivities and interests pro-
foundly influenced Joyce.
She was also very close to
her maternal grandparents,
Gus and Maude Kunze,
who lived with them for
most of Joyce’s childhood
and deeply influenced her
outlook on life.

Joyce’s parents arrived
in Alpine in 1936. On June
7, 1937, she was born in
a hospital in San Antonio
since there was then no
maternity hospital in Al-
pine. Her father opened the
Lockhart Clinic-Hospital
in 1946, which later be-

Memorial for Ross Burlingrity

Ross Burling, a lifelong resident
of Alpine, Texas passed away on
January 8, 2025. A Memorial Ser-
vice will be held to celebrate his
life on Monday, February 10 at 10

a.m. at the American Legion in Al-
pine. The service will be conduct-
ed by Pastor Martha Bumpas of the
Presbyterian Church of Marfa.

Clyde Thad Curry

Clyde Thad Curry, a
former resident of Mara-
thon, left this world on
January 4, 2025, at 72
years old. Clyde was born
in Fairfax, Virginia, on
November 21, 1952. He
is survived by his brother,
James Curry, three sis-
ters, Nancy King, Bett
Biddleman, and Cath-
erine Curry, his son, Luke
Warren Curry, and dear
friends Ray Santos, Guil
Jones, and Clint Roberts.

As a self-taught ar-
chitect and imaginative
builder, his first under-
taking in Marathon was
the restoration of the
Hargus House. He then
began construction of the
award-winning Santa Fe-
style strawbale home that
he completed in 1998. He
was the architect of all the
original vaults, domes,
and fantasy of Eve’s Gar-

den Bed and Breakfast.
His last project was the
transformation of a “tear
down” into a beautiful
home for a local resident.
He will be remembered
for his bold and innova-
tive architecture, a legacy
of his creative mind and
love of natural building.
Peaceful dreams.......
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Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. ¢ Alpine, Texas 79830 e 432-837-5402
m%@@ f]
Thank you for the following donations:
Law Office of Julie M. Balovich PLLC
Maverick Bank
Kirsten Moody
Nick Wright
Pace & Associates CPAs, LLC
Melanie R. Pace
Paula Wilson and Lonnie Rodriguez
Robie Golden and Sam Saenz

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in
the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30. « Cost is $7.00 per person.
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

came his medical clinic
and the family residence.
Joyce returned to visit there
as often as she could for
the rest of her life.

Joyce became very in-
terested in genealogy,
researching her Scottish
(Lockhart and McCutch-
eon) ancestry and the Ger-
man (Wildenthal) ancestry
of her children. A highlight
of her retirement years was
attending the 2005 joint
meeting in Scotland of
the American and Scottish
Lockhart Clan societies
with her sister Mary Bell,
son Bryan, and childhood
friend Joanna Cowell.

Joyce was a beloved ma-
triarch and friend to count-

genes, marriage, or simply
love.

She is survived by her
daughter Rebecca Ann
“Becky” Wildenthal (pri-
mary caregiver for the last
fourteen years); son Bryan
Hobson Wildenthal II (and
husband Ashish); daugh-
ter Lora Joyce Wildenthal
(and husband Carl); sisters
Lora Lee “Lolly” Lockhart
and Mary Bell Lockhart;
grandson James Hewson
Jr. (and wife Alley); grand-
son Justin Hewson (and
wife Lara); granddaugh-
ter Vera Caldwell; four
great-grandchildren; niece
Shelly Beaird Wright (and
husband David), nephew
Taylor Woodruff (and
wife Nichole), niece Amy

Beaird, and many more
beloved family members
and friends, including her
good friend Penny Tiedgen
(who provided indispens-
able caregiving help for the
last twelve years). She was
predeceased by her broth-
er William Edgar “Bill”
Lockhart IIT (1943-2007).
Joyce’s children believe
she would be honored best
by sharing memories of
her life, helping others and
“paying forward” whatev-
er good fortune you have,
being thoughtful and in-
volved in civic life, and (as
the saying goes) “practic-
ing random kindness and
senseless acts of beauty.”

less people connected by

The family of Rebeca C. Portillo
wishes to express our heartfelt gratitude
Jor your kindness, comforting words &
and shared memories of Rebecca. It has \\.
brought us peace and appreciation.
Thank you for the flowers, food and |
'  outpouring of love and support g
during this difficult time.
Especially to the wonderful staff of the
McCamey Convalescent Home. The love
and kindness our mother received will
always be remembered and appreciated.

God Bless all of you.
The Portillo Famiy
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT CITY
COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD AT 5:30 P.M. ON TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 4, 2024 REGARDING FINAL READINGS OF THE FOLLOWING
CAPTIONED ITEMS:

ORDINANCE 2025-01-01: AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ARTICLE
III - WATER CONSERVATION PLAN AND ARTICLE IV - DROUGHT
CONTINGENCY PLAN OF CHAPTER 66 - NATURAL RESOURCES TO
THE ALPINE CODE OF ORDINANCES; ESTABLISHING AN UPDATED
WATER CONSERVATION AND DROUGHT CONTINGENCY PLAN;
ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR THE INITIATION AND TERMINATION
OF DROUGHT RESPONSE STAGES; ESTABLISHING RESTRICTIONS
ON CERTAIN WATER USES; ESTABLISHING PENALTIES FOR THE
VIOLATION OF AND PROVISIONS FOR ENFORCEMENT OF THESE
RESTRICTIONS; ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR GRANTING
VARIANCES; PROVIDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF UP TO A $500
PENALTY PER OCCURRENCE FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE ORDINANCE;
AND PROVIDING FOR THE FOLLOWING CLAUSES: CUMULATIVE,
PENALTY, SAVINGS, SEVERABILITY, PROPER NOTICE & MEETING, AND
EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE 2024-01-02: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER
74 — PARKS AND RECREATION, ARTICLE I - IN GENERAL, TO THE
ALPINE CODE OF ORDINANCES; AMENDING AND ESTABLISHING
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR ALL CITY PARKS; PROVIDING FOR
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PERMITTING PROCESSES FOR FESTIVALS,
EVENTS, & ALCOHOL; PROVIDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF UP
TO A $500 PENALTY PER OCCURRENCE FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR THE FOLLOWING: FINDINGS OF FACT,
ENACTMENT, REPEALER, PENALTY, SAVINGS, SEVERABILITY, PROPER
NOTICE AND MEETING, AND EFFECTIVE DATE CLAUSES.

THE PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY
4, 2025, AT 5:30 PM. IN CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT 803
WEST HOLLAND AVENUE TO HEAR CITIZEN VIEWS AND COMMENTS
CONCERNING THE PROPOSED CHANGES. COPIES OF THE PROPOSED
ORDINANCES ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL LOCATED AT 100 N.
13TH STREET BETWEEN 8:00 A.M. TO 12:00 PM. AND 1:00 PM. TO 5:00
PM. COPIES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE BY EMAIL REQUEST TO CITY.
SECRETARY @CITYOFALPINE.COM. QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO
THE OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY AT (432) 837-3301, OPTION 1.



www.sunshinehousealpine.com
www.alpinememorialfuneralhome.com

Thursday, January 30, 2025 Alpine Avalanche Page 3

. purina Feeds

in stock!
I ANTLER MAX
o HORSE FEED
UBES

Texas Capltal nghhghts

$1 billion for vouchers,
$5 billion for teachers?

Legislative budget
writers are proposing
nearly $5 billion to in-
crease teacher pay and
$1 billion to implement a
school voucher program
in the next biennium,
the Austin American
Statesman reported.

The voucher program
also referred to as school
choice, would provide
public money for private
schooling, a key priority
for Gov. Greg Abbott that
bitterly divided Republi-
can lawmakers two years
ago and failed to pass.

In addition, the funding
would increase teachers’
pay by $4,000 and give
teachers in rural school
districts an additional
$6,000, according to a
statement by Lt. Gov.
Dan Patrick. The early
release of budget drafts
is a signal that both
chambers are getting off
to a fast start in laying
out their spending priori-
ties. Both the Senate and
House are proposing an
additional $400 million
for school safety.

The Senate budget
measure also contains
$402 million to hire 567
new Department of Pub-
lic Safety troopers and
159 related law enforce-
ment personnel.

RRC seeks $100 million
to fix leaky oil and
gas wells

The cost and frequen-
cy of plugging leaking
oil and gas wells has
prompted the Texas Rail-
road Commission to re-
quest an additional $100
million in funding to ad-
dress the issue, according
to the Houston Chronicle.
If granted, that would in-
crease the RRC’s state-
funded budget by about
75% for the current fis-
cal year.

The cost to plug wells
gushing with contami-
nated water has risen dra-
matically. According to
the Chronicle, the com-
mission spent about $13
million on two plugging
projects last September.
Fees and fines paid by the

oil and gas industry have
in the past covered the
costs of plugging wells,
but the increased costs
and complexity of plug-
ging wells have largely
outgrown the revenue
being received.

“The 89th Legislature
will thoroughly evaluate
the commission’s fund-
ing request and work
with industry experts to
better understand this
compounding problem,”
Sen. Joan Huffman, R-
Houston, and chairperson
of the Senate Commit-
tee on Finance said in a
statement.

The RRC should do
more to hold operators
accountable for plugging
their own wells, accord-
ing to the director of one
watchdog organization.

“We have a robust oil
and gas industry, the big-
gest in the country,” Vir-
ginia Palacios, executive
director of Commission
Shift, said. “There’s no
reason why such a prof-
itable industry shouldn’t
be able to pay for its own
cleanup.”

Texans urged to
report winter weather
damages

Abbott is urging Tex-
ans affected by recent
winter weather to report
any property and agri-
cultural damages to the
Texas Division of Emer-
gency Management’s
portal: damage.tdem.

“As communities be-
gin the recovery process,
I urge Texans to report
damages to their homes
or businesses or any ag-
ricultural losses through
the iISTAT damage sur-
vey,” Abbott said. “This
will help the state deter-
mine if we qualify for
federal assistance.”

Winter storms recently
brought considerable
snowfall to South Texas
and the Gulf Coast areas
that rarely see the white
stuff. Several storm-relat-
ed deaths were reported
in Austin and Houston.

Smoke in the Mountains
receives award

Recently, the board
members of the Smoke
in the Mountains BBQ
and Ribeye Shootout
held each June in Fort
Davis attended the 2024
Champions Barbecue Al-
liance Awards Banquet
in Seguin.

The local event, still in
its infancy, received 4th
place out of 200+ events
put on around the State
of Texas and other states
for the 2024 Event of the
Year.

Founding member and
President Jennifer Web-
ster said, “What a huge
accomplishment for the
event being such a small,
team-capped competi-
tion. Our event is 100
miles from nowhere in
the beautiful mountains
of Texas, and for only
being our second year to
hold the event, this is a
great honor.”

Webster continued,
saying, “Our event
would not succeed with-
out our incredible board

members, sponsors, and
volunteers.”

This event “rolls
smoke” into its third
year on June 6-7 in Fort
Davis. Registration for
65 teams will open on
the event’s website on
February 2.

BBQ teams inter-
ested in registering
for the event may visit
www.smokeinthe-

[mountains.coml
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The Far West Texas
Summit held on Janu-
ary 17 and 18 brought
over 200 interested
community members
together from all over
the region, including
Alpine, Fort Davis,
Marfa, Marathon, Pre-
sidio, and Terlingua.

Saturday morning,
the bucket sessions
were led by profes-
sionals on community
projects from a pri-
vate consulting firm
and members of the

Texas Downtown As-
sociation. The topics
and information from
the Saturday sessions
will be aggregated by
the steering committee
led by Kirsten Moody
of Alpine Community
Projects and narrowed
down into manageable
headings so that the
ideas behind improv-
ing our communities
in the region can gain
traction and become
action.

The keynote speaker for the Far West Texas
Summit on Friday, January 17, Doug Griffiths, is
pictured here relaying the concepts of his book 13
Ways to Kill Your Community.

Courtesy photo

Cowboy Poetry Gathermg on the horizon

The Fifth Annual Lone
Star Cowboy Poetry Gath-
ering is saddling up for an-
other celebration of Western
culture and artistry, taking
place February 20-22 at Sul
Ross State University in
Alpine.

The event draws cowboy
poets, musicians, and enthu-
siasts from across Texas and
beyond each year. “It’s such
aprivilege just to be present
with this bunch from the
cowboy life as they wrangle
poetry and music born in
the dust of their hard work
with cattle and horses,” says
event producer Bob Saul.

The 2025 Gathering will
feature a mix of returning
favorite performers and ex-
citing new talents or “‘soon-
to-be favorites,” honoring
the traditions of the work-
ing cowboy through poetry,
music, and storytelling.
Event Co-Chair Kay Now-
ell, who has been involved
with Cowboy Poetry since
1985, is eager to introduce
the world of Cowboy Po-
etry to new attendees. “A
Gathering is difficult to
explain to someone. They
have to experience it in
order to quickly become
devoted fans with a passion
for this art form. Everyone
is welcome around ‘our
campfire’.”

Bob Saul established
The Lone Star Cowboy
Poetry Gathering in 2019.
The Texas Cowboy Poetry
Gathering had retired after
33 years. “We formed a
new nonprofit and moved
forward with the same en-
ergy and spirit as before,”
Saul explains. “Again, this
year, we’ll have a historical
event in Alpine with award-
winning cowboy poets,
singer-songwriters, and old-
time cowboys.”

The gathering will show-
case a stellar lineup includ-
ing Dale Burson, Craig
Carter (with Zack Casey),
Allan Chapman and Ro-
deo Kate, Juni Fisher, Pa-
tricia Frolander, Pipp Gil-
lette (with Lloyd Wright),
Jeff Gore, Skip Gorman,
Amy Hale, RW. Hamp-
ton, Kristyn Harris, Andy
Hedges, Brenn Hill, Darrell
Holden, Carson Houser,
Randy Huston, Ross Knox,

GCENTURY
TRAILER
GCOMPANY

2900W.DickinsonBlvd.FortStockton, TX
432-336-8797

[centurytrailersfistockton.com|
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32' Gooseneck-Brand

Trailer Sales,

~ Parts & Service,
Truckbeds

& Grill Guards

John Lowell, Deanna Mc-
Call, Zack McGinn, Chuck
Milner (with Hallie Milner),
Roger Mills, John Moore,
Terry Nash, Andy Nelson,
Joel Nelson, Vess Quinlan,
Brigid & Johnny Reedy,
Kye Rieff, Randy Rieman,
Jake Riley, Chris Ryden,
Trinity Seely, Tom Sharpe,
R.P. Smith, Jay Snider, Gail
Steiger, Rod Taylor and
Andy Wilkinson (with Em-
ily Wilkinson).

Cowboy poet Andy
Hedges, a longtime partici-
pant, reflects on the event’s
enduring charm: “Along
with many others, I started
going to Alpine for Cowboy
Poetry 25 years ago. That
tradition continues today
with the Lone Star Cowboy
Poetry Gathering. These
days, it’s like going to a re-

Cowboy poets and future wordsmiths alike try to
stay warm by congregating around the fire during
Saturday morning’s chuckwagon breakfast at the
Lonestar Cowboy Poetry Gathering.

union. It’s a time to see old
and new friends and revel in
our shared appreciation for
the arts and culture of the
working cowboy.”

Photo by Kara Gerbert
For more information,
visit lonestarcowboypoetry.
com for tickets, schedules,

and event updates.

BARGAINS oF THEMONTH"

= Jiffy ;
GIIEEHHEIIISE -

2.99

Jiffy®
Easy Grow Greenhouse
Kit L 250 373

SAVE 25% OR MORE

Rubbermaid®

32 gal. Roughneck™
Trash Can w 133 884

SAVE 45% OR MORE

6.99
WD-40°®

12 oz. Lubricant with
Smart Straw H 178 413

SAVE 30% OR MORE

YOUR CHOICE
GE®

4-pk. 8.5W or 5.5W
A19 Relax or Refresh
HO LED Bulbs

E 118 528, 529; 248 164, 165

SAVE 30% OR MORE

Purdy®

3-pk. White Dove™ 9
x 3/8 in. Nap Roller
Caovers P 559 206

SAVE 20% OR MORE

2499 3599 9499

DeWALT®
34 pc. SAE/Metric
Socket Set R 202 751

Constmer responsible far tawes. While supplies last. Products. product availability, prcing and savings may vary by store. See your local store for details.

SAVE 30% OR MORE

3.99

ScotchBlue™

0.94 in. x 60 yd.
Original Multi-Surface
Painter’s Tape P 865 337

mwmenm

ALL LATEX AND OIL

3/8"Nap
9" ROLLER

mmmmnsml

SAVE 20% OR MORE

Scrub Daddy"®

3-pk. Sponges W 198 475

MORRISON TRUE VALUE
301 N 5TH ST
ALPINE, TEXAS 79830
432-837-2061

Sale ends 2/28/25

D024 Trum Value Compary LLC

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®.



www.texas.gov
www.mountains.com
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com

Page 4 Alpine Avalanche Thursday, January 30, 2025

ONLINE POLL

THIS WEEK'S QUESTION

Now the Avalanche asks:

Which area of your life
are you most focused on
improving in 2025?

- Health

- Career

- Relationships
- Spiritual

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

MOM DiD SAY tUAt CELLPHONE
COULD SAVE HHEIR LVES ONE DAY..

N VY

e
=)

v

WHICH AREA OF YOUR LIFE
ARE YOU MOST FOCUSED ON
IMPROVING IN 2025?

RESULTS

HEALTH

CAREER

RELATIONSHIPS

SPIRITUAL

55%

10%

15%

20%

L ETTERS

Send us your letters.

Please include your name, address
and phone number for verification
purposes. Only your name and city will
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300
words.

Letters become the property of the
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited
prior to publication for spelling and
grammatical errors, clarity and length.
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
lglpineavalanche.com| by noon Monday
for consideration.

STAFF

PALPINC AVALANCHC

J.T. Maroney
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publisher@alpineavalanche.com

Kara Gerbert
Managing Editor

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

Kerry Laird
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Correspondent

laird@alpineavalanche.com

Shelley Maroney
Office Manager
shelley.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

432-837-3334

www.AlpindAvalanche.com|

Facebook: Alpine Avalanche

ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is
published every Thursday morning at
704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830.
Periodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-
pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff
Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per
year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the
character, standing or reputation of
any person, firm or corporation will
be corrected when such occurs in this
newspaper and is brought to the pub-
lisher’s attention.

TEXAS PRESS
ASSOCIATION

As temperatures continue
to fluctuate, many residents
are using heat lamps to pro-
tect livestock, pets, and crops.
While heat lamps are an ef-
fective tool, it is crucial to use
them safely to avoid the risk of
fire or electrical hazards.

Safety Tips for Using Heat
Lamps:

Proper Placement: Ensure
heat lamps are placed at least
three feet away from any flam-
mable materials, such as bed-
ding, hay, or fabric.

Inspect Wiring: Check for
frayed or damaged cords. Re-
place any worn-out or exposed
wires to prevent electrical

shorts.

Stable Mounting:
Secure heat lamps
properly to prevent
them from falling
over. Use appropri-
ate hooks or fixtures

it doesn’t stay on for
extended periods.

Emergency
Preparedness:
* Keep a fire ex-
tinguisher in close

designed for heat
lamps.

JAMES ETCHISON

proximity to areas
where heat lamps are

Avoid Overload-
ing Circuits: Plug
heat lamps into outlets that can
handle their wattage. To reduce
the risk of overloading, avoid
using multiple high-wattage
lamps on the same circuit.

Turn Off When Unat-
tended: If you’re leaving the
area, always turn off the heat
lamp or use a timer to ensure

Brewster Co EMC
Fire Chief. AVFD

in use.

* Have an emer-
gency plan in place and ensure
all household members know
how to respond in case of a fire.

Alpine Fire Department is
looking to educate and give
classes to the community to
ensure the safety and protec-
tion of not only your home and
property but also the safety of

your loved ones, pets, and live-
stock. Knowledge and educa-
tion on proper warming meth-
ods can save many lives.

Also, be advised that the Al-
pine Fire Department will as-
sist in installing smoke detec-
tors. We can help you protect
those close to you.

Stay safe and take neces-
sary precautions to ensure the
well-being of your animals and
property.

For more safety tips, please
get in touch with the Alpine Fire
Department at (432)538-2106.

Stay warm, stay safe!

Respectfully,

Alpine Fire Chief James
Etchison

Car problems, common sense, and computers

“If your doctor 5 last name

is Google, it’s time to get a
second opinion.”

— Toni Bernhard, au-

thor of “How to live with

Chronic Pain and Illness:

A Mindful Guide.”

It was past dark thirty.
We were still 20 miles from
home, driving and passing
the time by doing what we
all ultimately do sometime
in life—talking about the
weather, aches and pains,
and doctor’s appointments.
Reassuring each other that
age has nothing to do with
any of it.

“What’s this,” I asked.
Amber warning lights inter-
rupted the peaceful glow of
dim green dash lights.

“I don’t know,” my friend
said. It was her car, but I was
driving.

As I processed the situ-
ation, I tried offering as-
surance: “An amber check
engine light, it’s not red.
That means have your car
checked at your first oppor-
tunity. We’re OK.”

It sounded good. But it’s
funny how issues that seem
minor in the light of day
command a higher level of
concem at night. Depending
on how late at night and how
many miles to home the GPS
is reporting.

She searched the owner’s
manual for clues, looking for
anything about a warning
light with a tiny car symbol
looking like a drunk driver

all over the road.
Stopped in the
light of a conve-
nience store afford-
ed us time to con-

- 4»"'-".
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No worries. Never
mind that I knew
nothing about the
$250 car. Other
than it was wicked

vince each other fast.
that the odds were I had learned that
good for making it AN i the gas gauge and
home without fur- LEON ALDRIDGE  dash lights didn’t
ther incidents. Guest Columnist work. No problem,
As 1 drove, I though. I filled the
thought about diagnosing tank with 29 cents a gallon
car problems back in the high test, and we headed for
day when I was keeping my Interstate 20 Raceway.

first car running. Getting me
to classes, my after-school
job, and cruising the Mount
Pleasant main drag between
the Dairy Queen on the north
side and Bobby Joe’s on the
south side.

The sign on top of what we
called Bobby Joe’s read Dairy
Mart or something similar.
Nobody remembers that
name. Our classmate’s family
owned it, so we referred to it
as Bobby Joe’s. And keeping
your car running to get there
was important.

But auto maintenance was
easy then. Keep gas, oil, and
tire pressure levels in range
and listen for weird noises.
Noises, not computers, usu-
ally provided a good clue
regarding the nature of the
problem.

Being young and fearless
also added a notch to one’s
confidence level. A 60-mile
road trip to the drag races in
a worn-out but presentable
55 Chevy with a warmed-
over Corvette motor I had
owned for about two weeks?

The daylight trip down
was uneventful. Then, on the
way home at about 10:30,
neighbor and friend Ronald
Rust asked, “How fast are
we going?”’

“I don’t know,” I replied.
“Can’t see the speedometer.”

He leaned down, nose
close to the dash. The only
light glowing was the
red high-beam indicator.
“What’s the top number on
the speedometer,” Ronald
asked.

“Hunderd’ and ten ... I
think.”

“Must be doin’ 115 then. I
can’t see the needle.”

“Naw,” I scoffed. The car
sounded good, but darkness
began creating noises in my
mind, so I backed off the ac-
celerator. I still didn’t think
we were going that fast,
but...

Noise and a little com-
mon sense made car care
relatively easy in those days.
Now, mechanical contriv-
ances controlled by a myriad
of computers and electronics

complicate common sense.

For instance, YouTube
videos the next day offered
head-scratching remedies.
The drunk driver warning
light indicated a problem in
how the computer distributes
power to the wheels. Accord-
ing to the video, the warning
could be caused by improper
tire pressure, potholes in the
road, or a faulty gas cap.

Faulty gas cap? Yep, that’s
somehow in the same com-
puter circuit as air pressure
and potholes.

By the time I watched
the video the next day, the
warning lights had gone
away as quickly as they had
appeared—still gone as I
conclude this missive. How-
ever, a trip to the dealership
is planned for a professional
second opinion with comput-
er codes to suggest repairs or
replacements.

“Wouldn’t it be nice,” my
friend mused, “if we could
be like cars.”

I wasn’t connecting the
dots.

“You know. Just show
up at the doctor’s office for
aches, pains, and illnesses.
Let them check your com-
puter codes, make a techni-
cal repair, or replace a faulty
part, and you’re good for an-
other 10,000 miles.”

I think she may be on to
something,

—Contact Aldridge at le-
onaldridge@gmail.com.
Other Aldridge columns are
archived atlleonaldridge.com

LLETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Interpreting the Constitution

It looks now like the issue of
birthright citizenship will come
before the U.S. Supreme Court,
and that’s a good thing because
there is way too much misun-
derstanding about what the 14th
Amendment says and what
it does not say. And to think a
Reagan-appointed judge does

not understand is also insane.

The first words of that
amendment read: “All per-
sons born or naturalized in the
United States, and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens
of the United States ...

Too many leave out the sec-
ond phrase and claim that any-
one born here is automatically a
citizen, final period.

No, read that second phrase
again: “ ... and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof ... ” No, a
female can’t sneak over the bor-
der in the middle of the night,
have a baby, and take it back
over the border, and that child
is forever a U.S. citizen.

“Subject to the jurisdiction
thereof”” means at least one par-
ent should be a U.S. citizen or

otherwise be subject to the laws
of this country. In other words,
not an illegal migrant.
Someone who snuck over the
border from another country is
not in any way subject to the
laws of this country. Now, you
can have the final period.
Jim Street, Alpine

Thank you

I want to pass along a thank
you to the wonderful people
working in animal control and
the animal shelter: Adrian, Sam,
Jennifer, and maybe others. We
had three dogs dumped in our

neighborhood in the Alpine Es-
tates two weeks ago when the
temperatures were below freez-
ing. After much work, one dog
was captured. The other two
got the worst of a porcupine
and quilled. Many cold nights

passed before a second dog
was captured and given aid. As
of this writing, the third dog
is still unable to be brought in
even though the above staff
and kind neighbors have spent
many hours to help this in-

jured dog. Please do not dis-
card and neglect your pets this
way. Abandoning a domestic
animal that cannot survive our
outdoor conditions is abusive
and illegal. Be compassionate;
there are other options

Bob Wuest, Alpine
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Heard

on the

STREET

What's
your
go-to
break-
fast?

David Bustamante:
Cereal most days; maybe
bacon and eggs if the
chickens are happy.

Rosario DeLao:
I eat oatmeal with
blueberries.

Ann Marie Hilscher:
A fried egg.

Virginia Platt:
Overnight oats.

Darrell Wood:
I don't eat breakfast.

Send your community events to
kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

Upcoming events

January at Davis Moun-
tains State Park

Mondays 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Space is the Place meet in the
parking lot across from the in-
terpretive center with your chair
and binoculars to learn about our
dark skies.

Saturdays 2 p.m. to 3:30
p.m. Art in the Park at the in-
terpretive centerand 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Miles and Miles of Stars
at the CCC Rock Lookout. Bring
a chair and flashlight (red light
preferred).

January 30-February 25
Big Bend Amateur Softball
Registration is now open for
the 2025 season. The season
opens April 1 and runs to the
end of May, with practices be-
ginning in March. Interested
parties may register online at
https://www.facebook.com/|
groups/51346468729481 or con-
tact Vice President Letty Carrillo

at 432-244-9678.

February 5 Telescope Train-
ing: McDonald’s Observa-
tory is offering Telescope 101
workshops, which will include
a mix of classroom and hands-
on instruction. Workshops are
free for residents of Jeff Davis,
Brewster, and Presidio counties.
Interested parties may reserve a
spot by visiting mcdonaldobser-
[vatory.org/visitors/programs/|
telescopes-101.

February 15 Sweetheart
Gala Benefit, 6 p.m. to 1a.m.
at the Alpine Civic Center. Semi-

formal event with live music and
will include cocktails, dinner,
and a silent auction. Tickets are
$75, and persons interested in
group rates or to RSVP may call
432-294-0886. Proceeds will
benefit Our Lady of Peace Catho-
lic Church for building repairs. All
other questions may be directed
to Gloria Gordon at the Church
office 432-837-3304 or 432-386-
6996.

February 22 Sul Ross
Scholarship Rodeo, 2 p.m. at
the S.A.L.E Arena. The Sul Ross
Rodeo Team invites high school
seniors and junior college trans-
fers to compete in their third-
annual scholarship rodeo. The
rodeo will consist of all 10 NIRA
events, and the top two placesin
each event will receive scholar-
ships to Sul Ross State University.
For more information, contact
Rodeo Coach C.J. Aragon at clint.
aragon@sulross.edu

Ongoing Events
Alcoholics Anonymous, 502
E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules are

available on the front door. For
more information, call 915-562-
4081 orfaa-intergroup.orq]

Alpine Lions Club meeting,
noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-
ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.

American Legion Post 79
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second
Monday each month, Legion
Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner
provided.

American Legion Auxiliary
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W.
Sul Ross Ave.

Amigo Run Club at Alpine
City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at 101 W. Ave E. Weekly running
club to walk/run 1-3 miles. Meet
at the Amigo garage and finish
at Amigo. Call 432-837-4012 for
more information.

Big Bend Amateur Radio
Club meeting, 7 p.m., second
Tuesday each month, Frontier
Masonic Lodge #766, 2300 High-
way 118 North.

Big Bend Community Cho-
rale rehearsals on Monday
evenings at 6 p.m. in the Sul Ross
Fine Arts Building, Room 200.

All are welcome, but first con-
tact Andrew Alegria at Andrew.
alegria@sulross.edu, call 432-
837-8216, or visit bbcchorale.

Citizenship Classes, at Al-
pine Public Library by appoint-
ment only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-
837-2621

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Pub-
lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call
432-837-2621 to make an ap-
pointment.

GED tutoring, at Alpine Pub-
lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call
432-837-2621 to make an ap-
pointment.

Hike with Homeless Dogs,
9a.m. to 10 a.m. every Thursday
at the Davis Mountains State Park
Interpretive Center in collabora-
tion with Grand Companions. For
more information contact Charlie
Ewing at 432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine,
noon to 1 p.m., first and third
Wednesdays at the American
Legion.

VFW Post 7207, 10 a.m., first
Saturday of each month at 605 E.
Ave F. All members are welcome.

AHS UIL takes top spot

Alpine High School’s UIL Academic Teams competed in Social Studies,

and Current Events last Friday at the McCamey Invitational meet. Both
teams took home first-place wins at the event. In front are Izabel Ortiz
and Judith Frioux. In the back are Dylan Wang, Miguel Batres, Raul
Renteria, and Evan Frioux.

Courtesy photo
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Ft. Stockton, TX 79735
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The choice is now Yours!
“We would be honored to become Your local funeral home!

OBILE

OF TEXAS
The funeral home that comes to you.
Plan ahead for peace of mind. Tetus
review your plan with a free consultation.
Tuneral, Cremation, and Headstone Services
(432) 249-1333

To under stand the " Mobile” visitjnmoffexas.comor call James.
43430 Hwy17-S  Tort Davis, TX 79734

ORTICIAN

PET OF

THE WEEK

Meet Luna! This sweet

girl has been in the shelter
for a while and is very de-
serving of a home to call
her own. She enjoys pets
and attention, is outgoing
and playful, enjoys play-
group and wrestling with
the other dogs, and loves to
go on walks.

This girl could be your
walking, hiking, or camp-
ing companion. American
Pit Bull Terriers can make
excellent family pets when
raised and trained respon-
sibly. They are known for
their loyalty, affection, and
willingness to please their
owners. Like any other dog
breed, they require early
socialization, consistent
training, and positive re-
inforcement to thrive in a
family environment. Luna
is spayed, vaccinated, mi-
crochipped, and ready to
join a new household. Meet
her today at the Alpine Ani-
mal Services Shelter, 2900
Old Marathon Hwy.

Alpine Animal Services
can help you with your
New Year’s resolutions.
Consider volunteering to
walk dogs, play with pup-

pies in the yard, or interact
with the cats. Thirty min-
utes of your day can make
a huge difference to the
shelter and the animals.

Call 432-837-2532 to
donate, foster, or volunteer
for the Alpine Humane So-
ciety. Support the Alpine
Humane Society Thrift
Store and Cattery with do-
nated furnishings, décor,
and household goods. It
will soon be time for kitten
fosters; we provide supplies
and support, so come in and
sign up to be a foster at the
Thrift Store.

Pet promotions are cour-
tesy of the Alpine Humane
Society. Alpine Animal Ser-
vices handles pet adoptions
at the city shelter, 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
seven days a week at 2900
E. Old Marathon Highway.
For information about shel-
ter pet adoptions, cremation
services, or lost/found pets,
call the shelter at 432-837-
9030. If you find a stray or
injured pet, contact the Al-
pine Police Department at
432-837-3486 to dispatch
an Animal Control Officer.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
TO DISCUSS ALPINE ISD’S
TEXAS ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

REPORT

Alpine ISD will hold a public meeting at
5:30 P.M. on Wednesday, February 19, 2025 to

discuss

Alpine ISD’s Texas Academic Performance Report

(TAPR).

The meeting will be held
in the Board Room of the Alpine ISD
Administration Building,
located at 704 W. Sul Ross Avenue, Alpine, Texas.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
TO DISCUSS ALPINE ISD’S
STATE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY RATING

Alpine ISD will hold a public meeting at
5:30 P.M. on Wednesday, February 19, 2025, to

discuss

Alpine ISD’s rating on the
Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas

(FIRST) Report.

The meeting will be held
in the Board Room of the
Alpine ISD Administration Building
located at 704 W. Sul Ross Avenue, Alpine, Texas.
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The next agenda item
was the review and
consideration of con-
sent for multiple rep-
resentations by Walsh,
Gallegos, Kyle, Robin-
son, and Roalson, P.C.,
related to the Rural
Pathway Excellence
Partnership Memoran-
dum of Understanding.

Alpine ISD superin-
tendent Dr. Michelle
Rinehart explained
this item. “Since we
are entering into CTE
agreements with both
Marathon and Marfa
ISD and both districts
also use the same legal

services, the attorneys
required that each part-
ner (Marathon, Marfa,
and Alpine) approve
agreements to work
on anything regarding
these partnerships,”
Rinehart said.

McCallister moved
to approve this agen-
da item, followed by
Babb’s second. The
motion was approved
unanimously.

The next item on the
agenda was the consid-
eration of the Public/
Private Education Part-
nership between Alpine
ISD and Fort Davis
ISD. Rinehart told the
board that she recom-

mended that this item
be tabled until the next
meeting, as the two
districts were still ne-
gotiating the contract.

McCallister moved to
approve, followed by
Morris’s second. The
motion to table this
item was unanimously
approved.

The next order of
business was the ap-
proval of three separate
grants from the gover-
nor’s office, totaling
around $160,000 for
the district.

The first grant was
the Criminal Justice
Grant Program for
FY2026, the second

was the Juvenile Jus-
tice and Truancy Pre-
vention Grant Program
for FY2026, and the
third was the Gener-
al Victim Assistance
Grant Program for
FY2026. All three were
unanimously approved.

After a brief report
from the superinten-
dent, the board moved
into executive session
at 7:20 p.m. to deliber-
ate employee resigna-
tions and retirements
and the superinten-
dent’s recommenda-
tions for employee
contracts for FY2024-
2025.

After approximately

an hour of the execu-
tive session, Rinehart
was excused so that the
board could discuss her
evaluation.

The board recon-
vened into an open ses-
sion at 9:08 p.m. and
took action on three
resignations. The board
unanimously approved
the resignation of Al-
pine Elementary prin-
cipal Curtis Wubbena,
whose last day will
be June 30. They also
approved the resigna-
tions of Athletic Direc-
tor and head football
coach Andy Smith and
his wife and head vol-
leyball coach Adrian

Smith, whose last day
will be February 7.
Andy took a position
as AD and head foot-
ball coach with London
ISD.

Finally, with a mo-
tion from McCallis-
ter and a second from
Morris, the board ap-
proved extending
Rinehart’s contract to
2028. Following this
approval, the board
set the date for their
next meeting, which is
scheduled for February
19 at 5:30 p.m. at the
Alpine ISD Adminis-
tration building.

Assistant coach g

etting’ it done

Sul Ross Rodeo Assistant Coach Timmi Hutchings participated in the Friday Night Lights Jackpot roping and barrel race held at the
SALE Arena last Friday night. Hutchings participated in the barrel racing and the breakaway roping seen here.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

ELECTION - FROM 1

of Trustees are Single
Member District 5 and
Single-Member District
7, which Haley Babb and
Mary McCallister cur-
rently hold.

Early voting for the
May 3 election will be
held at the Alpine Civic
Center, 801 W. Holland
Avenue, on weekdays
from April 22 through
April 30 between 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m.

On election day, May
3, voters can elect can-
didates for the two avail-
able city council and
school board seats in the
City of Alpine Coun-
cil Chambers between 7
a.m. and 7 p.m. For more
election information, con-
tact the Brewster County
Elections Administrator
at 432-837-6230 or visit
203 N. 7th Street.

Jac

kpot

winner

Sul Ross Rodeo barrel racer and breakaway roper Cierra Rimer competed in

both events at last Friday night’s Jackpot roping and barrel racing competition
held by the Sul Ross Rodeo Team at the SALE Arena. Despite losing her reins
in the middle of her run, Rimer had the best time in the barrel racing and won

the event.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

COUNCIL- FROM 1

The ordinance intro-
duces rules and regu-
lations for city parks,
including establishing
permitting processes
for festivals, events,
and alcohol. Among
other items, the ordi-
nance would also ex-
tend park hours from 5
a.m. to 11 p.m.

While the council
briefly discussed al-
lowing alcohol con-
sumption in parks,
the motion to approve
such provisions was
rejected. Ward 1 Coun-
cilor Reagan Stone and
Ward 4 Councilor Lucy
Escovedo supported
the motion, but the ma-
jority opposed it.

“If people want to
drink, there are plenty
of places for people
who want to drink,”
said Ward 5 Councilor
Rick Stephens. “Parks
are for families.”

Ultimately, the coun-
cil approved the ordi-
nance as written, keep-
ing current alcohol
restrictions in place yet
allowing the consump-
tion and possession of
alcohol by special per-
mit for festivals and
events.

Antrim presented the
FY 2024-2025 first-
quarter investment re-
port during the consent

agenda. During the
quarter, the city earned
$51,056.20 in interest
income and transferred
$10,000 from fire in-
vestment funds to sup-
port Alpine Emergency
Services. The report
highlights the city’s
financial management
strategy, ensuring li-
quidity while meeting
critical project obli-
gations. She also un-
veiled the 2024 End-
of-Year report, a new
initiative aimed at in-
creasing transparency
and accountability.
This report summa-
rizes the city’s prog-
ress and achievements
over the past year and
will continue evolving
as a key public com-
munication tool.
Alpine City Mayor
Catherine Eaves high-
lighted the Museum of
the Big Bend’s nomi-
nation for USA To-
day’s Best Small Town
Museum award. Cur-
rently ranked seventh
out of ten nominees,
the Museum encour-
ages residents to vote
daily to support its bid
for the top spot. Voting
is open until January
31 and can be accessed
through the Museum’s
Facebook page.
Councilor Stephens
provided an update

on efforts to protect
the railroad bridge on
Highway 90 from col-
lisions with oversized
vehicles. He is working
closely with the Texas
Department of Trans-
portation (TxDOT) to
explore solutions, in-
cluding a proposed la-
Ser sensor system.

The system would
detect vehicles that ex-
ceed height limits and
activate warning lights,
alerting drivers to stop
before reaching the
bridge. Stephens plans
to meet with TxDOT
again in two weeks to
continue discussions.

Finally, Antrim an-
nounced that the Al-
pine Police Department
has received the U.S.
Drug Enforcement
Agency’s High-Inten-
sity Drug Trafficking
Areas grant for the
20th consecutive year.
This grant supports en-
hanced collaboratwion
with federal agencies
to improve border se-
curity and law enforce-
ment operations.

The next regular
city council meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday,
February 4, at 5:30
p.m. in the council
chambers.

BREWSTER COUNTY GROUNDWATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ON APPLICATIONS FOR GROUNDWATER
PRODUCTION PERMIT NOS. GPP-014

Notice is hereby given that on Thursday, February 20, 2025 commencing
at nine oclock (9:00 a.m. CDT), the Brewster County Groundwater
Conservation District (“District”) will conduct a public hearing and possibly
take action on the following pending application, which has been deemed
administratively complete:

Applications by:
« Lajitas Capital Partners for a Groundwater Production Permit
(“GPP”), assigned No. GPP-014, Well #1, 2, 5, 6, 60 acre-feet
each annually.
which would authorize the applicants to produce groundwater in the District
from unconfirmed minor aquifers in an amount not to exceed the amounts
listed above annually for Irrigation use.

The General Manager of the District, Robbyn Hill (“General Manager”),
has proposed issuance of a Groundwater Production Permit Nos. GPP-014,
and the draft permit is available for public inspection by emailing becgwcd@
For a hard copy of the proposed permits, please contact Robbyn
Hill (432) 244-6030.

The District will conduct a PUBLIC HEARING pursuant to its authority
under Chapter 8827 of the Texas Special District Local Laws Code, Chapter
36 of the Texas Water Code, and the District’s Rules to consider action on
Application No. GPP- 014 and to provide interested members of the public an
opportunity to appear and provide oral or written comments to the District
regarding the proposed permit. The public hearing will be at the following
location at the indicated date and time:

Location: J.W. “Red” Patillo Community Center
100 TX-118
Study Butte, Tx

Date and Time: Thursday, February 20, 2025 at nine o’clock (9:00 a.m.)

The General Manager will recommend to the District’s Board that it
consider approving Application No. GPP-014 for the amounts listed above
of production annually from unconfirmed minor aquifers under the terms
and conditions set forth in the draft Groundwater Production Permit No.
GPP-014.

Applicants and affected persons may request a contested case hearing on
Application No. GPP-014 by submitting a request for contested case hearing
in writing to the District. The request must be delivered to the District no
later than 5:00 p.m. CDT on February 6, 2025, by email to bcgwcd@gmail.
com, by USPS to PO BOX 465, Alpine, Texas or by scheduling hand delivery
to the District Office by calling (432) 244-6030.

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend the district hearing and who may
need auxiliary aids or services, such as interpreters for persons who are deaf
or hearing impaired, readers, large print, or braille, are requested to contact
the General Manager, at (432) 244-6030, at least five (5) work days prior to the
meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made. Persons who desire
the assistance of an interpreter in conjunction with their oral presentation
at this meeting are also requested to contact General Manager at least five
(5) days prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.
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LOOKING BACK

Historic Alpine— Valadez Grocery, located on South 5th and West Murphy, operated in the same
location for years before burning in 1943, This picture was taken in August, 1940, showing a well-stocked
store and two proud owners, (from left), Tomis and Lito Valadez. Photo loaned by BJ. Gallego

January 6,

Amy Roberts gets above the competition on a layup as the Lady Bucks
defeated the McCamey Lady Badgers, 51-31. Zerelda Gallego blocks out
a Lady Badger to cover a possible rebound.

Alpine Avalanche
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SERVING THE B1G BEND
AND DAVIS MOUNTAINS COUNTRY

January 20,

Burns couple |
celebrate 25th
Anniversary

Dale and Robbie Barns. cele-
brated their 26th wedding anniver.
siry on December 21, 1993 in the
home of Willeen S, Austin, The
Reverend Ray Bullock assisted in
the mrewal of their commitment o
each other, along with family and
Trhends,

The Bums"® were married in 1968
in Roswell, NM and lived n
Roswell for u short time, They
then moved to Tulia whers Dale
farmed for a corporation until
Adgust of 1973, when they moved

10 Alpine,

Dale is superintendent of
grountds maintenance at Sul Rosy
State Universily and Robbic fs a
secretiury for the local office of the
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion, They have one dooghier,
Kayla Ann, age 12,

f‘ .f{a

e S

January 20, 1994

The Sul Ross State University Archives of the Big Bend is attempting to identify the people in this photo of the
Civil Air Patrol. Anyone who can provide identifications is asked to contact Melleta Bell, archivist, at 837-8127.

1994

Photos from the Alpine Avalanche Archives at Archives of the Big Bend, Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library and Portal of Texas.

Mondo grass or English ivy are good groundcover for shaded areas

Dear Neil, Our neigh-
bor has a large magno-
lia tree that casts very
heavy shade into our
yard. It has left us with
a large bare area, and
we’ve been unable to
grow either turfgrass
or hostas there. What
groundcover would
have the best chance
of succeeding? The
branches are up off the
ground.

My personal choice
for most of Texas would
be regular mondo grass
(not dwarf). Liriope is an
excellent choice if you
want something a little
taller. Many people plant
English ivy, and it, too,
should be considered.
Ask your favorite inde-
pendent garden center
manager to show you
the options and suggest
the best for your specific
situation.

Dear Neil, The city
will replace some water
lines in the parkway in
front of our sidewalk. I
have a couple of weeks’
lead time. If I dig the

GARDENER’S
MAILBAG

by neil sperry

out this time of year,
is there any chance it
would survive being
replanted three or four
days later (their esti-
mate of how long they’ll
need)?

With Bermuda, yes.
St. Augustine and Zoy-
sia would be much less
likely. Bermuda is sim-
ply a really tough grass.
Hopefully, the ground
will be moist but not
soggy. Use a square-
bladed nursery spade
(also known by plumb-
ers as a “tile spade”) to
dig the sod out. Lay the
spade almost flat on the
ground to slice the sod
with about one inch of

the roots of the sod. Cut
it into 12 x 18-inch piec-
es and set them over onto
an out-of-the-way place
on your front walk. You
might need to water them
lightly if it takes the city
longer than expected.
Once they are through
and have filled the hole,
rototill lightly to a depth
of one to two inches and
rake to a smooth plant-
ing bed. Take the pieces
of sod and carefully lay
them back in place. If
they extend above the
surrounding grade by a
couple of inches, don’t
worry. The filled area
will settle and compact
until it all levels out.
Water immediately af-
ter replanting. You may
also want to roll the area
lightly to smooth it after
a week or two once you
can begin to see if they
are lumps, humps, and
bumps.

Dear Neil, I planted
broccoli plants last
fall. They have made
it through the winter
and still provided us

before the last couple
of cold spells. Is there
any chance the plants
could rebound and be
productive this spring?

Even if there were, it
wouldn’t be worth dedi-
cating valuable garden
space to them. Replace
them with healthy, vig-
orous new transplants.
Even if your old plants
were to produce a few
new florets, the new ones
would run circles around
them.

Dear Neil, Is it nor-
mal for ornamental

bermudagrass sod good topsoil along with with some florets right grasses to thin out or
ACROSS 45 TXism: “six __ ___, half
1 Oldham County seat a dozen of the other” TEXAS
5 TXism: “got _ 46 Texas tribe “Eyeish”
of arrows in his was also known as this CROS SWORD
quiver” (capable) 47 biblical “you”
6 African river 48 former governor, by Charley & Guy Orbison
7 TXism: “big biscuit Richards Copyright 2025 by Orbison Bros.
__the pan” (boss) 49 Christmas venture: “_
8 TXism: “limp as a ___ __grandma’s
dish __ 7 house”
9 wanderers 52 Texas river transports
15 very small amount kids’ game
16 popular Texas beer
bottles
19 carries something
heavy or awkward
21 it’s created by the
Texas sun
22 ___Bend, TX
in Kaufman County
27 song by TX Henley’s ___-friendly 45
Eagles: “Life in the (not harmful to
Fast ” the environment) 46 48
28 British dish: “ 55 TXism:“_in
__the hole” cement” 49 50 |51 p-1726
29 TX Meat Loaf album: (permanent) 12 Texas has most of \55
“‘BatOut __ __” this mohair-producer
30 alternative energies: DOWN in the U.S. (2 wds.) 53 28 Texas Outlaws
wind __ 1 ___ Alstyne, TX 13 French explorer coach (soccer)
32 Astro’s Jeremy 2 actor and UT Sieur __ __ Salle 54 31 pirates’ booty
Pena pos. alumnus, Wallach died in Texas 34 gold chem. symbol
33 what a tornado 3 Philistine giant 14 as a plural, a great 55 35 former Aggie coach
siren does downed by David number or quantity _ _ Slocum
36 TXism:“___ _ lick 4 Texas cowboy head 15 TXism: “his porch 37 TXism: “put __ __
of” (none) covering (4 wds.) light 22 O’Brien of “The the back burner”
37 “give __ _rest” 8 “Enchanted ___ burning” (friendly) Over-the-Hill Gang” 40 “whatpart __ ___
(stop talking) State Natural Area” 16 licensed practical about aging Texas don’t you get?”
38 to corrupt morals 9 TXism: “plain as nurses (abbr.) Rangers (init.) 43 __ -Peidog breed
39 TX Orbison posthu- the 17 soap opera “Dallas” 23 Malak___, TX 44 writes music using
mous hit (3 wds.) _ ? character, Shepard 24 a horse with shoes accepted symbols
41 __ _beansarea 10 TX Willie’s “_ 18 perceived by the 25 Catholic nun and 50 “__ me
major Texas crop the Road Again” senses saint, Mother thinking”
42 TXism: “likely __ 11 he owned Gilley’s 20 TXism: “still wet 26 “‘good ___ __” 51 40th Texas gover-
___"(probable) Club in Texas (init.) behindthe "~ (he’s one of us) nor, Preston (init.)

even die out over time?
What can I do to slow
that decline? I have
Mexican feathergrass
and maiden grass.
Most ornamental
grasses, notably the two
you mentioned, play
out after several years.
The clumps thin and die
until you may have a
large bed with no active
plants left. That’s why
it’s been my contention
for many years that we
should use the grasses

as accents, not as re-
placements for standard
perennials and landscap-
ing shrubs. Other than
dividing and replanting
with more of the types
that you have, I don’t
know of any way to slow
the thinning.

Have a question you’d
like Neil to consider? E-
mail him at mailbag@
lsperrygardens.com,.
Neil regrets that he can-
not reply to questions
individually.

BARGAINS or THE MONTH"®

SAVE 25% OR MORE

24.99 35.
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Trash Can w133 884 Socket Set

Prest

SAVE 45% OR MORE 2 SAVE 30% OR MORE
2.99 6.99 3.99
Jiffy® wo-40* ScotchBlue™
Easy Grow Greenhouss 12 oz. Lubricant with 0.84 In. x 60 yd.
Kit L 2%0 373 Smart Straw H 178 413 Original Multi-Surface
Palnter's Tape # 405 337
.
YOUR CHOICE
i
4-pk. BLEW or S.5W SAVE 30% OR MORE —sd |
A8 Relax or Rafrosh Purdy WhiteDoe:
HO LED Bulbs B 99 S 2
E VB 528, 520; 248 164, 167 -

SAVE 20% OR MORE SAVE 20% OR MORE

DeWALT"
34 pe. SAE/Metric

AR

——

Purdy®

3-pk. White Dove™ 8
x 3/8 In. Nap Roller
Covers P 556 206

Scrub Daddy®
3-pk. Sponges W 168 475
Aa02 151

301 N5TH ST

432-837-2061
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Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®.
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AHS Cheer performs at State competition.

BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Before 2014, cheerlead-
ing was not considered a
UIL-sanctioned sport. This
meant no district, regional,
area, or state titles to eamn.

Once cheerleading was
recognized under UIL rules,
the competitive nature of
what many likely believed
to be just a way to pump up
the crowd at another sport-
ing event changed.

Unlike other UIL sport-
ing events, cheer does not
compete in weekly competi-
tions. Instead, these athletes
compete at different sum-
mer cheer camps to qualify
for the state competition.

The UIL Spirit State
Championships were re-
cently held in Fort Worth
January 16-18. In its 10th
year, qualifying cheer teams
from all over the State com-
pete against each other in
their practiced routines. Al-
pine High School’s cheer-
leaders participated in the
3A Division II conference

against 51 different schools
and came in 38th overall.

Cheer coach Linda Mor-
1is said, “Alpine has been to
the state competition four
times since cheer became a
UlIL-recognized sport, but
we had not qualified for the
state competition in about
three years.”

Morris said her cheer-
leaders work just as hard as
other athletes involved in
different sports. “We work
on strength and condition-
ing because these athletes
are required to be enrolled
in athletics. We try to get
in as much weightlifting
time as possible, along with
other training exercises
such as tumbling, balance,
and stunts,” Morris stated.
“Each individual on this
team has dedicated them-
selves and had the drive to
achieve the collective team
goal of competing at the
State level.”

Morris also noted that
any change in the group,
such as one person missing,
required the entire routine

to have to be changed. She
also mentioned that if any
team members don’t have
the desire to compete, the
team will not get to com-
pete.

Only one of the current
AHS cheerleaders has par-
ticipated in the state compe-
tition prior to this year. As a
freshman, Ella Miranda,
now a senior, participated in
a state competition. Morris
says Miranda is immersed
in all levels of cheerleading,
from the working out to the
choreography to the plan-
ning of when and where
they will be and with which
sport they will be support-
ing, including pep rallies.

“Ella really enjoys all
levels of the sport. She’s be-
come a great leader and en-
joys planning the pep rallies,
coming up with new ideas,
and working at every aspect
of cheer,” Morris noted.

Participating at the state
level is a good experi-
ence for cheerleaders who
have never had it before.
It allows them to immerse

themselves in the pressure,
emotions, and expectations
of that level of the sport and
work towards a repeat of
the experience in the future.

“This team began work-
ing together in March
2024 and competed in the
summer cheer camp that
allowed them to qualify
for State. I am extremely
proud that this team pushed
themselves to compete at
State because it can be dif-
ficult to find the time to
work on their competition
routine since so much of
their time is dedicated to
football games, volleyball
games, and pep rallies in
the fall. Almost all of them
are involved in other sports
or school activities, and they
have to keep their grades up.
I am very happy that they
have a contest focused just
on them, and they made
a huge effort to get to this
level of competition,” re-
marked Morris.

Lady Bucks bring the heat

15-4 blowout against Riverside sets tone for season

BY KERRY LAIRD

Sports Editor

The Alpine Lady Bucks
came out swinging in their
first softball scrimmage
of the season, traveling
to El Paso to take on the
Riverside Rangers on Sat-
urday, January 25. It was
a powerful start for the
Lady Bucks, who deliv-
ered a statement win with
a 15-4 rout of the 5A var-
sity squad.

“l was very pleased
with the girls’ overall play
and aggressiveness,” said
Head Coach Chris Vird-
ell. “That is definitely our
style of play.”

Facing Riverside for
the first time since their
6-4 victory in Alpine last
March, the Lady Bucks
showed no signs of off-
season rust. This year’s
matchup saw them firing
on all cylinders, combin-
ing consistent bats, ag-
gressive base running, and
solid pitching to clinch the
impressive win.

Kody Hawkins took the
circle as the starting pitch-
er, holding Riverside in
check for three innings be-
fore Taryn Hardin closed
the scrimmage with an-
other three strong innings.
Both pitchers looked sharp
in their first outing against
live batters, a promising
sign for the season ahead.

The Lady Bucks’ of-
fense was a force to be
reckoned with, scoring an
incredible 15 runs thanks
to relentless consistency

at the plate.

Hawkins and Hardin
made their presence felt
on the mound and at the
plate, each launching their
first home runs of the year.
With bats this hot, Alpine
kept the pressure on River-
side’s defense inning after
inning.

“I would have liked to
play some more small ball,
but I really want the girls
to have the opportunity to
swing the bat,” said Coach
Virdell.

Aggressive base running
added another layer to the
Lady Bucks’ attack. The
team went an impressive
4-for-5 in stolen base at-
tempts, showcasing their
speed and ability to capi-
talize on scoring opportu-
nities.

Catcher Zariah Galvan
was a defensive standout,
shutting down Riverside’s
own running game with
two clutch putouts on steal
attempts.

While the Lady Bucks
delivered an impressive
performance against Riv-
erside, there’s always
room for improvement,
and Coach Virdell pointed
out areas for growth. De-
spite the dominating win,
the team faced a few chal-
lenges with situational
plays and defensive ex-
ecution.

“We had a few mistakes
on situational errors and
miscues on thrown balls,
so that will be a major
focus this week,” he said.

Lady Bucks Kody Hawkins and Taryn Hardin each
hit a home run this past Saturday when they took on

El Paso Riverside.

“We just haven’t been able
to work on every situation
and what coverage we
are in yet, but that’s what
scrimmages are for.

“It’s always best to see
things live, and it gave me
a script for the upcoming
practices.”

The Lady Bucks’ per-
formance against River-
side sets the tone for what
promises to be an exciting
season. With pitching, hit-
ting, and defense all click-
ing early, Alpine fans have
plenty to look forward to
as the Lady Bucks pre-
pare to carry this momen-
tum into their upcoming
games.

The Lady Bucks are
back on the road this Sat-
urday, heading to Midland
for a scrimmage against
the Midland Christian
Lady Mustangs, who fin-

Courtesy photo

ished with an impressive
22-7-2 record last season.

After that, the team
will return home for their
highly anticipated first
scrimmage of the season
in Alpine, a Highway 67
showdown against Fort
Stockton. The Lady Bucks
will be looking to bounce
back after two narrow
losses to the Panthers last
year, making this matchup
even more intense as they
seek redemption.

“The further along we
go with scrimmages, the
more actual game plan-
ning we will do to prepare
us for upcoming games,”
said Coach Virdell. “The
game against Riverside
was an exciting way to
start off, and we’re anx-
ious for the next scrim-
mage.”

Fightin’ Buck cheer competed at the State UIL Spirit

Championship earlier this month and posed for a
group photo after their competition. In back: AHS
Cheer Coach Linda Morris, Alli Wofford, Sarah
Natera, Jack Juett (flag runner), Nevaeh Carrasco,
Ella Miranda, and Aliea Fierro. Middle row: Molly
Garrett (flag runner), Lucille Fraser, Naida Morris,
Abby Bruttomesso, and Hope Dominguez (flag run-
ner). In front: Analia Adame, Gabriella Dominguez,
and Karolina Castillo.

Courtesy photo

Restaurant
Guide

$6 a week gets you a spot in our
restaurant guide
|www.alpineavalanche.com

REATA

RESTAURANT

COCINERO: Beef-Chicken-Shrimp
STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl-Jalapeno and
Cilantro Soup-Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with
Onion Jam and Pico de Gallo-Bacon Wrapped
Asparagus-Tumbleweed Onion Rings with Spicy
Serrano Ketchup-Alpine Black Bean & Chicken
Nachos

Fightin’ Buck
Baskethall
Schedule
2024-2025

DISTRICT 4-3A GAMES

Jan. 31 Presidio, AWAY

9th 5:00JV 6:30 V 8:00

Feb. 4 Anthony, HOME

9th **6:30 JV **5:00 V 8:00
Feb. 7 Kermit, AWAY

9th 5:00JV 6:30V 8:00

Feb. 11 OPEN

Feb. 17-18 Bi-District

Feb. 24-28 Regional Semifinals
Feb. 27-March 1 Regional Finals
March 3-4 State Semifinals
March 6-8 State Finals

*Dates and times are
subject to change.
**Games played at
Alpine Middle School

CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a
Kaiser Roll-Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with
Cream Cheese, Corn and Peppers Carne Asada
with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas-Chicken Caesar
Wrap with Hand Cut Fries-Tenderloin Tacos with
Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce-Grilled Chicken
Breast topped with Mango Chutney

SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:
(Your choice of any two items)

Cup of Tortilla Soup

Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup

1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

< ATHLETE,OF THE WEEK
A9 ’.;r " )
=
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7 WA TAEJHARDWICK' #2 .ia

Tae had a great week of basketball for
the Fightin’ Bucks! In a pivotal district
game versus Kermit, Hardwick scored 17
ﬁ_omt_s shooting a perfect 7-7 from the field,
ighlighted by a steal and slam dunk in the
second half!
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Brought to you by

Alpine
Community

Credit Union
111 N. 2nd St « Alpine, TX 79830
(432) 837-5156

Up your burger game or chill
with the new McFlurry®

Enjoy hot McD’s summer with burgers and soft serve. Not only is the Smoky BLT
QPC (single or double) back in all its bold, bacon-y glory but the new KIT KAT®
Banana Split McFlurry is out here doing big things. The best part: you can try
‘em today — how’s that for a break? Order ahead in the app to save time*

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine, Texas

The KIT KAT® trademark and trade dress are used under license from Société des Produits Nestlé SA and with permission from
The Hershey Company. *At participating McDonald’s for a limited times. McDonalds app download and registration required.
Mobile Order & Pay available at participating McDonald’s.

I
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BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

A few members of the
Alpine High School Run-
nin’ Bucks hit the road to
Lubbock this past weekend
to compete in the Texas
Tech Wes Kittley Indoor
High School track meet. Six
members of the girls’ team
and Hatfield Cason were on
hand for this unique meet.

Seniors Cason and Dan-
ica Mulholland, as well as
junior Emy Hernandez,
made their second appear-
ance at this annual meet.
Runners Nevaeh Carrasco,
Naida Morris, Molly Gar-
rett, and Kylie Maroney
had their first appearance at
the indoor meet. This was

-
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a different experience for
our Bucks in comparison to
their typical outdoor track
and field schedule.

According to Alpine
Track and Field head coach
Cory Cason, this early sea-
son meet is geared mainly
toward more seasoned ath-
letes.

“This indoor meet is
suited for more experi-
enced athletes whose main
focus is on cross country
and or track. Because we
don’t compete in an indoor
season, our athletes used
this meet to get their racing
legs under them and work
on performing under pres-
sure, all while competing
against over 140 schools or
club teams from all over the

ABLE

p‘ine/vét Clinic Drilling & Well Service

SKINNER’S

state,” Cason said.

This meet is used to help
the Alpine team members
gain confidence and expe-
rience on a 200M track for
those aspiring to become
collegiate athletes and run
events unique to an indoor
track.

Alpine’s standout per-
formances by this group of
runners included Mulhol-
land’s 8.12 in the 60M and
27.28 in the 200M, and she
also finished with an im-
pressive second leg in the
4x400M relay.

Hernandez’s final leg of
the 4x400M relay and Ca-
son’s 21st place out of 60
in the 3000M were also
notable. Carrasco, Morris,
Garrett, and Maroney rep-
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resented the Bucks well in
an environment they were
unaccustomed to.

“An indoor event like this
for runners who have never
competed in an indoor meet
can be somewhat intimidat-
ing and stressful, but our
girls and Hatfield held up
well,” said Cason.

Monday marked the
first day of the official high
school track and field sea-
son where these seven ath-
letes will join with the rest
of the team in preparing for
this year’s upcoming out-
door season.

The Runnin’ Bucks will
travel to Del Rio on Friday,
February 14, for their first
team meet of the season at
the Queen City Relays.

Alpine Runnin’ Bucks took a moment to pose for a
photo outside the indoor track complex at Texas Tech
University in Lubbock this past Saturday. Runners
include Hatfield Cason, Neveah Carrasco, Danica
Mulholland, Naida Morris, Emy Hernandez, Molly
Garrett, and Kylie Maroney.

Photo by J.T. Maroney

Hope in motion: Alpine senior balances sports, studies, and a future in nursing

BY KERRY LAIRD

Sports Editor

Editors note: This is part
two of a two-part series

As her senior year un-
folds at Alpine High School,
Hope Dominguez continues
to leave an indelible mark on
her school and community.
Known for her relentless de-
termination and ability to ex-
cel in multiple sports, Hope
embodies the spirit of a true
student-athlete.

Hope’s journey has been
defined by challenges and
triumphs, which she has
faced with unwavering de-
termination. But for Hope,
her greatest inspiration has
always been her family.

“My greatest motivation
is my family and how much
effort and love they have
given me,” she said. “One
lesson my dad has taught
me would have to be never
to say, ‘I can’t.”

Her father, Coach Jer-
ry Dominguez, has seen

Hope’s remarkable growth
both as an athlete and a per-
son. As a coach, he acknowl-
edges the unique challenges
of being a “coach’s kid”” and
has encouraged Hope to
maintain focus despite out-
side pressures.

“Put horse blinders on
and strive for excellence,”
Jerry advised his daughter,
urging her to stay dedicated
and block out negativity.
Hope has taken that advice
to heart, excelling in every
sport she’s participated in
and making her parents
proud.

“She works hard, plays
hard, and always has a team-
first attitude,” Jerry said. “It’s
been a pleasure watching
Hope grow as an athlete and
aperson.”

Hope also stands out for
her ability to inspire those
around her, a virtue her
cross country coach Cory
Cason picked up on while
watching her develop as a
state championship-caliber

runner.

“Hope can be counted on
to thrive under stressful con-
ditions,” said Coach Cason.
“While we all love to ‘win,’
the reality is that in most sea-
sons, we measure success by
the team’s growth and how
they support and encourage
one another.

“In this aspect, Hope has
always been the consum-
mate teammate providing
friendship, laughter, and joy
to those around her.”

As a senior, Hope has em-
braced her role as a leader,
offering simple but power-
ful advice to younger ath-
letes: “Always stay positive
no matter the situation, and
always put your best effort
into everything you do.”

Balancing athletics and
academics has been a hall-
mark of Hope’s high school
career. She exemplifies dis-
cipline and commitment by
maintaining a 3.8 GPA in
dual-credit courses while
participating in five sports

and pursuing a Certified
Nursing Assistant (CNA)
license.

Hope’s mother, Monica
Dominguez, admires her
daughter’s ability to handle a
demanding schedule. Moni-
ca, a former coach and cur-
rent educational diagnosti-
cian with the school district,
shared examples of Hope’s
remarkable drive.

From competing at a Re-
gional Cross Country meet
in Lubbock and qualify-
ing for State to traveling
to Presidio to win a vol-
leyball match—all within
24 hours—Hope’s energy
seems boundless.

More recently, Hope par-
ticipated in the State Cheer
competition in Fort Worth,
returned to Alpine for a dis-
trict basketball game, and
woke up at 4 am. the next
morning to travel to Fort
Stockton for a powerlifting
meet.

“When I ask her, she
says she loves everything

Hope, w1th her game face on, gets ready for her op-
ponents to serve up the volleyball.

she does, so it’s worth it,”
Monica said. “Having that
busy schedule has prepared
her for the workload she’ll
incur in nursing school and
as anurse.”

Hope’s aspirations beyond
high school include running
cross country and track at
Texas Lutheran University
and pursuing a nursing ca-
reer. Her passion for helping
others and embracing new
challenges solidified her de-

Courtesy photo

cision to enter the field.

“I wanted to find a path
where I could help others
and give back to my com-
munity,” Hope explained.
“One day, my mom men-
tioned that my high school
offered a Certified Nursing
Assistant class. I thought I
would try it and instantly
fell in love with nursing, It’s
an amazing profession, and

See HOPE - 11

Elghth graders place first in tourney
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Alpine Middle School 8th- grade glrls basketball team took the top of the podlum
this past weekend at the AMS District Tournament.

Lady Bucks Softhall Schedule

Feb. 1 Midland Christian Scrimmage
Feb. 8 Fort Stockton Scrimmage
Feb. 11 Monahans

Feb 13-15 NFCA Tournament
Feb. 18 Andrews

Feb. 20-22 Monahans JV Tournament
Feb. 25 Fort Stockton

Feb. 27-Mar. 1 Fox Tournament
Mar. 4 Pecos

Mar. 7 Big Spring

Mar. 8 Odessa High

Mar. 11 Midland Legacy

Mar. 14 Anthony

Mar. 15 Midland Christian

Mar. 18 Presidio*

Location Varisty N
Midland TBA TBA
HOME 10a.m. 12 p.m.
Monahans 5p.m. 7p.m.
College Station  TBA-varsity only
Andrews 5p.m. 7p.m.
Monahans TBA
Fort Stockton 5 p.m. 7p.m.
El Paso TBA-varsity only
Pecos 5p.m. 7p.m.
HOME 4p.m. 6p.m.
HOME 12p.m. 2p.m.
Midland 4p.m. 6p.m.
Anthony 5p.m. 7p.m.
Midland 12p.m. 2p.m.
HOME 5p.m. 7p.m.
*District Play

Lady Buck Baskethall Schedule
2024-2025

Jan. 31: Presidio, AWAY
Feb. 4: Anthony, HOME

JV \'}
5:00 6:30
5:00 6:30

Feb. 8: District Certification

Feb. 10-11: Bi-District
Feb. 13-15: Area

Feb. 17-18: Regional Semifinals
Feb. 20-22: Regional Finals/
Optional Regional Tournament
Feb. 24-25: State Semifinals
**Dates and times are subject to change.

Courtesy photo

YOUR RURAL

Fightin’ Buck Baseball Schedule

Feb. 7 Fort Stockton Scrimmage
Feb. 14 Monahans Scrimmage

Feb. 17 Pecos Away

Feb. 20-21 Comanche Tournament Fort Stockton
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 Seminole Tournament
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 Wink Away

Mar. 7-8 Wink Tourney

Mar. 7-8 Monahans JV Tourney
Mar. 11 Monahans HOME

Mar. 14 McCamey HOME
Mar. 21 Anthony* Away
Mar. 25 Presidio* Away
Mar. 28 OPEN

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
PROVIDER SINCE 1960

Fiber Fast. Always On. Always Reliable

v Vv
4:30 p.m. 7 p.m.
4:30 p.m. 7 p.m.
4:30 p.m. 7 p.m.
TBA

TBA

5 p.m.

TBA

TBA

4:30 p.m. 7 p.m.
4:30 p.m. 7 p.m.
4:30 p.m. 7 p.m.
4:30 p.m. 7 p.m.

**Dates and times are subject to change.
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Celebruhng 65 years of ¢
and businesses across West Texas

@UR SPECIAL OFFER!

TERNET SPEEDS UP TO

IGR)

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF

FAST, RELIABLE,
FIBER INTERNET

»1.L

800.592.4781
bigbend.com

*TERMS APPLY


www.bigbend.com
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ERRORS - Please check your ad the first day of pub-

insertion of any ad. Publisher’s liability for damages re-  any party.
sulting from errors in any advertising that it has agreed to
publish shall be limited to the amount actually received  (noon) on Tuesday.
by the publisher in consideration for its agreement to

publish the advertisement in question. It shall not be  Holland, Alpine, TX 79830 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call 432-
lication. We are only responsible for the first incorrect  responsible for any consequential damages suffered by ~ 837-3334.

DEADLINES - All ads are due in the office by 12:00  next publication until 12:00 (noon) on the Monday be-

HOURS- You may place your ad in person at 704 E.

MOBILE HOMES
FOR RENT

Mobile homes
and spaces. Close
to Sul Ross Uni-
versity. Frontier
Mobile Home

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is
seeking dedi-
cated employees
to fill the night
audit. Excellent
pay and benefits.

that is possible within the confines of good taste and  not current.
legal constraints to help you advertise your product or

PAYMENT - All Classified Ads must be paid in ad-

CANCELLATIONS - All ads may be cancelled for the  service to the best advantage. We reserve the right to  vance.

fore publication.

edit or reject any copy or insertion that does not meet EMAIL - Send your (lassified Ads to the Al-
our standards of acceptance. The Alpine Avalanche does  pine  Avalanche by email at shelley.maroney
ACCEPTANCE - The publisher wants to do everything  not run ads for anyone whose balance on previous ads is

Village. 1102 N. Please apply in
9th St. trailer #35  person at 2607
Alpine. Call 432-  West Highway 90.
837-2736 - @
—  WANTTOBUY
FOR RENT/ -
LEASE | buy cast iron
skillets please
2/2 with home text or call 512-
office; $1300, 963-7533.
$600 deposit. _
811N.7th, SERVICES
Alpine. bigbend-
woman@gmail. Antique Depot
com Upholstery -
Rentals Available. Marathon, Tx.
Call 432-386-
Call Rhonda Cole 4342 0r432-386-
432-837-5539 2928

For Rent - 604 E.
Ave. E, 2 bed-
room and 1 bath.

432-837-3503 LEGAL NOTICE

3 bedroom, 2

bath for rent. AN APPLICATION HAS
Lafgedbaﬁkyaéd BEEN MADE WITH THE
with deck an

amazing views. TEXAS ALCOHOLIC
Call 432-386- BEVERAGE
3965 COMMISSION FOR
Small, cute 1 A BEER AND WINE

bed, 1 bath little
home. $600mo.
Plus deposit. Wa-
ter, sewage, and
trash provided.

LICENSE UNDER
ALPINE HARRYS LLC,
DBA HARRY TINAJA'S

Large kitchen AT 412 E HOLLAND AVE
and washer and IN ALPINE, BREWSTER
dryer included. COUNTY, TEXAS.
432-249-0569
OWNER IS TIMOTHY
www.alpine WILSON.
avalanche.com

APPRAISAL REVIEW BOARD
MEMBERS NEEDED

The Brewster County Appraisal
District is seeking applications for
the position of Appraisal Review
Board member. The board meets
numerous times primarily during
the summer. Training is required
to sit on the board. A daily rate of
$200 is paid for service.

Applicants must have been a
resident of Brewster County
for at least two years.
Applications are available
at the district office at
1604 W. HWY 90, Alpine
or an application is available
on the district website.

https://brewstercotad.ora/

Applications will be accepted
until February 28.
The district judge appoints
members from
the applications received.

Greenhouse Grown

We are seeking a highly skilled and experienced Master
Electrician to join our team in Marfa and FT Davis.

Responsibilities:

* Install, maintain, and repair electrical systems

+ Conduct routine inspections and maintenance
on electrical systems to ensure compliance with
safety regulations

* Read blueprints and schematics to identify
electrical systems and locate faults

* Ensure all electrical work is done in accordance
with the National Electric Code (NEC).

* Train and lead teams performing electrical
system work

Qualifications:

* Master Electrician License for the State of Texas
(Required)

+ Strong problem-solving skills and attention to
detail

* Ability to work at heights and in confined spaces

+ Ability to read and interpret electrical schematics
and blueprints

* Experience with electrical troubleshooting and
repair

* Proficiency with ohmmeter usage

« Strong technical background and excellent
problem-solving skills

* Bilingual English/Spanish preferred

Please send resumes to ebaeza@yvillagefarms.com
or call 432-729-3071 ext. 607 to inquire

Notice to Creditors

Notice is hereby given that original Letters
of Testamentary for the Estate of Carolyn Ann
Thomson, Deceased, were issued on January
14, 2025, under Docket No. PR03194, pending
in the County Court of Brewster County,
Texas, to Carolynn Cassitan Francisco.

Claims may be presented as follows:

Representative

Estate of Carolynn Ann Thomson,
Deceased

c/o Julie Balovich, Attorney

P.O. Box 385

Alpine, Texas 79830

All persons having claims against this estate,
which is currently being administered, are
required to present them within the time and
in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED: January 24, 2025
Law Ofhice of Julie M. Balovich PLLC

=

By: Julie M. Balovich
Attorney for Carolynn Cassitan Francisco,

Independent Executor of the Estate of
Carolyn Ann Thomson.

Looking for a career, Village Farms is Hiring!
Site Compliance Coordinator

This position is responsible for reviewing,
evaluating and analyzing work environments
to control and prevent employee injury/Ill-
ness at our Fort Davis facility.

o Conduct regular inspections of workplace
environment to ensure compliance

« Conduct/coordinate various safety trainings

« Provide first aid as needed

« Investigate workplace incidents

« Manage injured worker’s cases and return to
work program

« Maintain various documents, SDS’s and
reports

Requirements:

Strong verbal/written communication skills
Attention to detail

Proficiency in Microsoft Office

Bilingual in English/Spanish required
Reliable transportation

Please send resumes to:

ebaeza@villagefarms.com
Or call 432-729-3071 Ext. 607 to inquire

NURSE SUPERVISOR
ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

(MO

MEDICAL DOCTOR

FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER
NURSE- CNA OR NA

DENTIST

ALPINE HOUSEKEEPING
Part Time- 5pm- 8pm
DIRECTOR OF NURSING

Must be licensed in the State of Texas,

Alpine Location

« DENTAL RECEPTIONIST - Needed

Full time and Part Time.

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

% PREVENTATIVE

» CARE HEALTH SERVICES
For info, please call 432-837-4812
Applications can be picked up at

our locations or online at:
[pchsmedclinic.org|

Thank you to these Businesses for
having Your Local Paper available:

AR -z ol
S Reliimy-

DRIVETHRY STORE

Celebration Liquors

HIGHLAND DRUG
AMIGOS Ciry Drug Store
G AUTOMOTIVE CONVENIENCE %
STORE ol
KC's Quickmart i EESES)
Lost Alaskan RV e

/zael/aé'ae BIG BEND RESORT & ADVENTURES <-4+ /720

EBLPING w_IVOLANCHE

704 East Holland | Alpine, Texas 79831 | Phone: 432-837-3334 |[Ewapmear:

STAY IN TOUCH

HOME DELIVERY

DIGITAL

Everyone’s looking
for something.
Find what you need
in the Avalanche
Classifieds.



www.avalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
https://brewstercotad.org
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.alpineavalanche.com
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HOPE - FROM 9

I can’t wait to see where my
career in nursing takes me!”

Monica sees Hope’s ser-
vice to others as a hallmark
of the young woman’s abil-
ity to excel in the healthcare

profession. legacy of leadership and in-
“Her positive attitude and ~ spiration.

selflessness towards others “As I embark on these last

will definitely play a role in ~ few months of high school

her career as a nurse,” she
said. “I believe Hope will be
a great nurse because of the
values she has learned. Hope
is a hard worker and never
lets a challenge set her back.

“She sets a goal and ac-
complishes it. She has al-
ways had that mindset, even
as a little girl.”

In a town where high
school sports are deeply
intertwined with commu-
nity pride, Hope’s journey

shared.

munity.

Alpine Track and Field Schedule

Feb. 14 Queen ity Relays Del Rio

Feb. 22 Comanche Relays Fort Stockton
Feb. 28 Sandhills Relays Monahans
March 6 Wink Wildcat Relays Wink

March 14-15 San Angelo Relays (Varsity) San Angelo

March 29 Fightin’ Buck Relay

is a testament to hard work,
heart, and the support of
those who believe in her.
As her final season as a high
school athlete comes to a
close, she is savoring every
moment while leaving a

athletics, I am really excited
to see what the rest of bas-
ketball, powerlifting, and
track seasons hold,” Hope

When the final whistle
blows on her high school
career, Hope Dominguez
will leave behind more than
accolades—she’ll leave a
lasting impact on her team-
mates, coaches, and com-

AMS 7th-graders runners up

Alpme Middle School 7th-grade basketball glrls
took the runner-up spot in this past weekend’s Dis-
trict tournament. The girls won their first game of
the tournament against Presidio, defeating the Blue
Devils 28-11. They were defeated by a single basket
in overtime in their second game against the Kermit
Yellowjackets, where they lost 26-28.

school?

and NHS.

Courtesy photo

In what activities did
you participateinhigh m

Who was your favorite

teacher/coach, and M
why?

My favorite teacher is not
really a teacher or a coach
but s still a big part of the
AHS staff. Jesse the bus
driver has been a driver for
aslongas | canremember. M
I can never forget how in IS
elementary school, during
the winter, Jesse made
everyone'sday by giving  to
out candy canes to the

th

lam currently involvedin ¢
Photography, Art, Band,

students. He has cared so

uch for the students over
e years and he still does
this day.

What was your favorite
moment in the last four

years?

y favorite memory in the

last four years has to be the
band trips.

What are your plans
after high school?

y plans after high school
to continue with school

and go to college at the
University of North Texas

pursue my photography

career.

Sponsored by

Credi

111 N. 2nd St -

ommunit
it Union
Alpine, TX 79830

Holiday Inn

Express

2004 East Highway 90 | Alpine, Tx.
432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com|

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. « Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams ¢ 432-837-9117

li Eacebook.com/gcfalpine]

"If my people, which are called by
My name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways; then
will | hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their
land." ~ 2 Chronicles 7:14

Sunday Evenings

BIG BEND

6:00-7:00 PM
BIBLE
Moss Creek Chapel

FELLOWSHIP 16043 State Hwy 118
Discussion Alpine, Texas

on topics

relevant to Phone:

our times 432-244-8859

= ADVERTISE
HERE!
Call
432-837-3334

Phyl fy
Rehabillmlionmemm r
Sports Medicine & Athletic Training Services

extra valte...

1901 W. Highway 90
Alpine, Texas 79830
432-837-5918

extraordinary outcomes and satisfaction .

exlra services ...
1525 N Grandview Avenue 3404 N. Midland Drive
Suite C
Midland, Texas 79707
432 617.3110

1365 W. University Blvd.
Odessa, Texas 79764

Tk AL 432 580.0011

Ddexa
432 550.4700

WTGFuels

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff Davis &
Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE: MARATHON OFFICE:
3001 N. Hwy 118 300A S. US HWY 385
Alpine Texas - 432-837-2518  Marathon, TX - 432-386-4422

Acts 2: Verses 17-21

verse 17, "And it shall come to

pass in the last days, said God,

| will pour out of my spirit upon
flesh, and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams;”
verse 21, "And it shall come to
pass that whosever shall call on
the name of the Lord shall be
saved”

all

WW.MAVERICK.BANK] | (432) 837-1888

MAVERICK BANK

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

FORT DAVIS | ALPINE | PRESIDIO I {pi¢

ANEW DAY - A NEW THING

BY PASTOR MARK WILLIAMS

Grace Christian Fellowship

The New Year of 2025 has already begun. New
resolutions have been made, and there is more ac-
cess in this age and time.

Little do people realize that God, in the Bible,
uses the same language to tell the world what He
is going to do on His New Day. God announced by
the prophet Isaiah:

(Isaiah 42:9) Behold, the former things are come
to pass, and new things do | declare: before they
spring forth | tell you of them.

And He did it. He would establish a new covenant
with better promises.

(Hebrews 8:6) But now hath he obtained a more
excellent ministry, by how much also he is the me-
diator of a better covenant, which was established
upon better promises.

Jesus Christ would do it all on Calvary through
His birth, life, death, burial, and resurrection. The
church we see today in every place on the globe is a
clear visual picture of Him doing what His resolution
of that new day was. Remember: (Matthew 16:18)
And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock | will build my church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.

Some may attend a large cathedral, and others a
small congregation. There will be different names,
but all will be included and covered in that one

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)
903 Fighting Buck Ave.
Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell
432-837-7170

ollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC
South Hwy. 118, 837-1720
Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264
Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD
South 11th & Avenue|
Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA'l
BAHA'I FAITH
1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487
Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST
East Hwy. 90, 837-5205
Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH
Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua
SS @ 10,00
Worship @ 11:00
(432)371-2243

CATHOLIC
OURLADY OF PEACE
5th Street & Gallego Ave,, 837-3304
Fr. Hector Chicas, Fr.Edroud Jean
ST.MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
211 W. San Antonio, Marfa
(432) 729-4694
Fr. Hector Chicas, Fr. Edroud Jean

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST
2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591
10:45 a.m. Sundays
Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.
Curtis Wubbena, Minister

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST
North Austin Street
Marfa, TX 79843
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275
Pastor Lana Covington
EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES' EPISCOPAL, ALPINE
Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133
Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary
& St. Joseph, Lajitas
www.bigbendepiscopalmission.orq]
JEHOVAH'S WITNESS
JEHOVAH'S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL
1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN

Send updates to:
publisher@alpineavalanche.com

title—"The Christian Faith.” Christianity today is
the largest faith in the world and growing. If Christ
delays His coming for another hundred years, the
church will only grow larger and stronger.

I realize the church is made with the new things
that God has done.

(Acts 2:21) And it shall come to pass, that who-
soever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.

(John 14:17) Even the Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, nei-
ther knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth
with you, and shall be in you.

(John 16:13) Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for
he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you
things to come.

THE SCRIPTURES POINT TO A NEW DAY:

(Revelation 21:1) And | saw a new heaven and a
new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth
were passed away, and there was no more sea.

IN THE END:

(John 14:3) And if | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again and receive you unto myself;
that where | am, there ye may be also.

Will you receive Jesus today? Invite Him into your
heart by confessing Him as Lord and believing God
raised Jesus from the dead. (See Romans 10:9)

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH- LCMS
1003 W. Holland Ave.
432-279-0744
atxredeemer@yahoo.com
www.redeemeralpinetx.com|
Sunday Service @ 5:00pm
Wed Night Bible Study @ 5:00pm

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST
208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280
Pastor Stephen White

Latter-Day Saints
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST.JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH
405 E. Gallego
Services: 6pm Saturday » 10am Sunday
bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449
Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND
1308 N. 5th St
http://bigbenduu.org

MESSIANIC
Hebraic Roots Aviv Fellowship
Shabbat 12 Noon Saturday
Chaplain’s Garvin & Stephanie Shiflet
51160 TX-118 South, (432) 371-2999

HebraicRootgAvivFellowship.org

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH
E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822
Wendel Elliott, Pastor
bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
801 E. Brown, 386-6203
Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/|
ST. LUKE'S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL
Welcomes you.
Holy Communion 11 am Sunday
1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653
Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha
Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462
Laura Belkin, 729-3063
6 p.m. Monday Nights
Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH
Paster- Adam Lopez
Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM
212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas « 646-509-5072
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2607 West US Hwy. 90 « Alpine, Texas
432-837-7344
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Mehssa Gonzales

Restaurant General Manager

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830
432-837-5819

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

DRILLING
Water Well Drillin

Serving

Walter Skinner Master License

SKINNER’S LLC

& WELL SERVICE
g & Complete Well Service

432-837-2497

you since 1978!

2838 Al

SPnice

Drive-in.

Sonic Fountain Drinks

DOWNLOADOUR 272 Priee |
MOBILE APP 2-4 pm Every

602 Holland Ave. E
Alpine, Texas 79830
432-837-5521

T FautB

R

203 N. 4th St. « Alp
L2

N

aplist Church

h}ﬁi oéfuﬂm‘ma
\_/& Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

Pastor Reidling Coleman

ine TX 79830 « (432) 837-2487
—

Interested persons ma
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Congregation B'nai Zion

Congregation B'ai Zion EI Paso, an independent congregation following

Conservative movement practices, is pleased to announce outreach to

individuals in the Big Bend interested in Jewish experience Judaism.
Services are available in person or live stream.

y contact our local representative at

(432) 664-8619 or visit our website tongregationbnaizion.org]

First United
Methodist
Church

208 East Sul Ross Avenue
Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

evil speakin

and be kind

one anothe

4

you.

Ephesians 4: 31-32
“Let all bitterness, and wrath,

and anger, and clamor, and

g, be put away

from you, with all malice;

one to another,

tender hearted, forgiving

r, even as God for

Christ’s sake hath forgiven



www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.maverick.bank
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.avivfellowship.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
www.congregationbnaizion.org
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" ABSTRACT AND TITLE

e \ABS/

‘? 7
; ~ BREWSTER lrj
-

PRESIDIO
JEFF DAYIS

410 N. Fifth Street
P.0. Box 418
Alpine, Texas 79830

Office 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

410 N.5%

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com e [www.ellysonabsiraci.com|

AIR/HEAT

ACTION HEATING
- ANDCOOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units
Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands
Preventive contracts available

Call or text 432-386-0275

Actionishot2@gmail.com
LICENSE: TACLA27924E

\ XPEL Paint Protection Film
Wmdow Tinting « Auto Storage
Auto Detailing e Ceramic Coating
Powder Coating

Call for Appointment

432-831-9189

511 W. Holland - Alpine

FSTABLE

PERFORMANCE CARS

Vacation or Staycation

Alpling
Bed ano Breakfast

403 N 8th St Alpine, TX | (432) 538-7032
[wwwalpinetxbnb.com| | innkeeper@alpinetxbnb.com

GCome Stay With Us!

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
CALL

432-831-3334
OR 432-336-2281

BODY SHOP

REMIE'S BODY SHOP, INC.
Complete Auto Rlepalr 8( Glass
Insurance Claims

Grille Guards, Hail Repair ® Paintless or Conventional
CALL FOR ESTIMATES » PICK-UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE

800 Exsr 6mH @ Fort Stockion 79735 » 432-336-5181 » 432-336-6931 Fax
Ranro Ramos & Ramsey Rawos

Family Owned & 0perated
Served Alpine Since 1995 - Over 30 Years Experience

_‘ 506 W. Holland Ave.
= ~ Alpine « 432-837-7275

Towing Available « Estimates

RE-READ S

USED BOOKSTORE b

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT
805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at
|AlpinePublicLibrary.org|

CLOCK REPAIR

DML Clocks

2003 Fort Davis Hwy.
Alpine, Tx 79830 « 432-837-5330 » 386-6777
* Expert Clock Repair, All Types
* Pocket Watch Repair & Cleaning
+ Watch Batteries Installed
+ Free Pick Up & Delivery In our Area
* Estimate Before Repairs, Insured

Call Today and Get Your Timepiece Repaired

E

FéYA’N KINKADE
432 386 3296

'PO Box1934
~SALPINE, TX79831

by:S& 1

' 432-284-1184 | 432-284-9003

%&10.\.-\“.-\7\.& pENTAL Kermit (&7 Smiles

Dr. Anusha Kotha, DDS
General Dentist

310 S. Allen Ave.
Monahans, TX 79756
Tel: 432-943-5555

402 E. Austin St
Kermit, TX 79745
Tel: 432-586-2911

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL
432-831-3334 0r 432-336-2281

« SVBLANCHE ForTSTOCKTON PIONEER

<ol

DRY CI.EANING

m1 W Illclnnson Blvtl S
) o -, e Enrt Stockton, Tx19735ef > o
o ® - 432- 299—1323 Y

1
|

PECOS COUNTY
FEED & SUPPLY

500 W. Hornbeck
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

Phone
(432) 336-6877

[www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com|
HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. - Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. - Sun. CLOSED

DRUG STORE

HIGHLAND DRuUG
T .4'* Jill Jahn

PharmD.

Saturday 9 am-Noon

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830
(432)837-3931

\
OHITCHELLS

Furniture & Flooring

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.
910 E. Holland
Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

387 West | H 10, 2nd Floor Fort Stoekt s
Office Phone Number (432)336-2291

PCMH Clinics

387 West | H10, Suite B
Fort Stockton, Texas 79735

(432) 336-2291 511 N Main Street.
Or (432) 336-2058 Fort Stockton, Texas 79735
Or (432) 336-0700 Office: (432)336-4544

Ma 146 4 ARET



www.ellysonabstract.com
www.alpinetxbnb.com
www.alpinepubliclibrary.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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Your only locally owned and operated
Home Health Care Agency since 2011

Serving the communities of
Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,
Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

KOME HEALTH

Qur skilled services are customized to each individual’s heafth care needs.
We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled
Nursing

wagavefiomehealt com

Physical ~ Occupational ~ Speech
Therapy ~ Therapy  Therapy

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735
(432) 336-9600

[www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com|

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734
432-336-7000
800-780-7234

+ Health/fitness center
on-site
* Indoor pool and Spa

+ On - site guest self -
laundry facilities
+ Free breakfast - kids

+ State of the Art Fitnes:
Center

* Business Center &

* Indoor Pools & Spa Meeting Room
+ Pet Friendly + Wheelchair Accessible | €3t free! * Motorcycle cover
) + Business center parking
2607 West Us Hwy.90 | Alpine, Texas 2004 East Hwy 90 | Alpine, Texas
432-837-7344 432-837-9597

ww.alpine.hamtoninn.com www.holidayinnexpress.com

LIQUOR STORE

704 W Holland Ave | Alpine, TX
(432) 837-7479
Drive Thru

esoly/
SERVICES

"Let Us Solve Your Plumbing"
We are local!
Now offering 24-hour emergency services
Drain Unstops | Leak Detections
Sewer Camera Inspections | and More!

432-290-8511

GIVEUS A CALLTODAY &
RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

HALPINGw AVALANCHE
432-837-3334

The
FORT STOCKTON PIONEER

432-336-2281

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 » (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa, TX 79843
Cleat L. Stephens, Broker
cleat@findaranch.com

[FindARanchQutWest.com|

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
CALL

432-831-3334
OR 432-336-2281

NOTIGED US2

SO WILLYOUR NEW CLIENTS!
RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY!

Call JT At the Avalance
432-837-3334

e ——— & __q_
Rick MGIJ:‘L%W gmail.com
Owner/ Operator P.0. Box 640
325-812-5541 Fort Davis, TX 79734

D0 NOT WAIT until your septic system
shows signs of failure to have your
septic tank pumped out!

Waiting can mean complete clogging and an expensive septic
system repair bill. Periodic septic tank pumping is far less costly
than septic tank repair or replacing the entire septic tank system.

We recommend septic system cleaning every 2-5 years.
Remember: Maintenance is much cheaper than replacement!

- hl- \

(432) 294-0758

B & S SERVICES is the BEST in Portable Sanitation

We have Special event rentals, monthly construction rentals, handicapped
rentals and wash stations. We also service holding tanks.

bstoilets@hotmail.com

" Small Can Bental ™

Focsa

ONLINE BOOKING| FAST & EASY| INSURANCE
432.244.4454

222 W DICKINSON BLVD | FORT STOCKTON
[WWW.SMALL TOWNCARRENTAL.COM

ROOFING

Tallent Roofing, Inc.

. Quality Roofing Since 1 987-
Office: (43) 377009 % 301 W FLOHAd Ave g5

Firestone ZnIDGESTONE
<N = \_‘ c(—-'

COOPERTIRES

o 432-336-3314

701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

JTTLE REG]
1LI\&TTRUEKING%

| FT. STOCKTON, TX.

s K I N N E R| BikEul:ll:lggRa\‘HCE. LLC

Serving You Since 1978

WALTER SKINNER ~ 499.,847,9407

TDLR Master Lic. #2838 Al
Thomas Skinner

Lic. #59401 LPW

John Skinner
Lic. #59655 KLPW

2300 W. Mosley Loop, Alpine, TX
www.skinnersdrillingbighend.com|]

TREATING
YOURSELF
TO NEW
CLIENTS?

YOU
GOVERED!

ALPINCw AVALANCHL
432-837-3334

The
FORT STOCKTON PIONEER

432-336-2281

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL
432-831-3334 OR 432-336-2281



www.agavehomehealth.com
www.findaranchoutwest.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestem.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.drillingbigbend.com
www.smalltowncarrental.com
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AHS current events
team takes top honors

The dynamic duo brother and sister team of Evan
and Judith Frioux along with their equally daz-
zling teammate, Miguel Batres, placed first in the
UIL Current Events category at the McCamey In-

AMS band performs
at All-Region

Association of Texas Small School Bands, Region 6

On January 24, seven AMS musicians performed
in the Texas Region 6 All-Region Band from their
earned chairs. These students, pictured with AMS
Band Director Marina Azar are Eva Escuder, 7th-
grade flute-honor band; Jayceline Vargas- 7th-grade
baritone- baritone-symphonic band; Elisia Markin,
8th-grade Flute -honor band; Edison Wu 7th- grade
tuba-symphonic band; Brody Warren 7th- grade
baritone -symphonic band; David De La O 7th-
grade clarinet -symphonic band, and Maximus Cra-
mer 8th- grade Baritone -honor band. These musi-
cians performed in the Crane HS Auditorium. They
earned their chairs competing against over 700 stu-

vitational meet on January 24.

Courtesy photo

dents from 19 schools across West Texas.

Courtesy photo

Becoming a “carnivore” by trial and error

I’ve tried a few di-
ets. They all have their
strengths, but it is easy
to become sidetracked
in the pursuit of weight
loss or just plain eating
well. Because, let’s face
it, all those delicious
“bad foods™ are deli-
cious!

Discipline is a three-
syllable word that de-
termines if you are suc-
cessful at most things in
life, and a diet is no dif-
ferent. When it comes to
“sticking to your guns”
in terms of control-
ling what you put into
your body, discipline is
rule numero uno. The
first step is saying no
to that dessert, drink-
ing unsweet tea instead
of sweet tea(gross), or
eating that bag of chips
or other artificially con-
trived foodstuff. The
next step is to make sure
you drink plenty of wa-
ter and stay away from
those sodas.

And speaking of so-
das, when you combine
all the processed foods
available, I’d bet that
sodas are the number
one bad-for-you win-
ner, followed closely by
anything containing ar-
tificial dyes and random
chemical preservatives
you can’t pronounce.

Let’s face it: When a
can of Coca-Cola can
remove the battery acid
from your car battery,
what do you think it’s
doing to your body? I'm
pretty sure I don’t have
to draw that picture for
you.

As a young child, Dr.
Pepper was my go-to
drink besides milk. I
drank water occasion-
ally, usually out of the
yard hose after running
around the neighbor-
hood like a feral animal,
but that was about the
extent of my water con-
sumption.

Once I hit the col-
lege circuit, my Dr.
Pepper and beer intake
increased, neither of
which did me any fa-

r —

HEAD OVER
MEALS

by kara gerbert

vors. At one time, I was
drinking six 32-ounce
Dr. Peppers a day, plus
a lot of beer. After a
while, my body began
its revolt. While I craved
the sweet drink, I’d want
to throw up each time I
took a sip. I soon real-
ized it was not my friend
and immediately cut
myself back. Eventu-
ally, I quit my old friend
and substituted it for
Diet Coke, which was
no better. At some point,
I realized that it wasn’t
the sugar but the carbon-
ation I craved.

Now that all my fun
“vices” had turned on
me like a communist re-
gime, it made me ques-
tion all the other bad
food choices 1’d been
making over the years.

Most recently, because
I’m mostly allowed
cheese, I’ve turned to a
low-carb lifestyle, doing
my best to eliminate all
those gut-killing, over-
processed foods. I've
eliminated rice, pasta,
bread, and tortillas, ex-
cept those labeled as
keto. But I’ve ques-
tioned if they are really
that low-carb. In an at-
tempt to reduce even
more wheat from my
diet, I’ve been following
these interesting carni-
vore diet substitutes for
bread, tortillas, pasta,
and anything resembling
breading.

For example, making
my own chicken nug-
gets. This is so simple
and even better than any
store-bought or fast-
food chicken nugget
I’ve ever had.

-

3 INGREDIENT CARNIVORE CHICKEN NUGGETS

| INGREDIENTS

One 12-ounce can of chicken or
| baked or rotisserie chicken

One ounce of shredded parmesan
| cheese

One egg

| DpIRECTIONS
In a medium bowl, mix all three
| ingredients until well combined.
Form the chicken mix into nug-
| gets by hand, placing them onto
parchment paper for a cookie sheet
or air fryer.
| Preheat the air fryer to 375 de-
grees for three minutes if air frying.
L —

To air fry, place the nuggets in
the air fryer and cook for 10 minutes,
turning once midway through. |

Eat and enjoy with your favorite
sauce if desired; although they're so |
good, no sauce is needed.

OVEN DIRECTIONS |
Preheat the oven to 425 degrees
and bake for 12-15 minutes. Turn |

and bake another 8-10 minutes until
both sides are golden brown, being |
careful not to burn.

*If you like your nuggets spicy, |
add Tabasco to the mixture.
—

All it takes is a little
bit of chicken, an egg,
and a little bit of cheese
to make these pure pro-
tein nuggets. This is just
a start to some of the
most wonderful-sound-
ing recipes packed full
of protein and can be
used in multiple ways,
such as carnivore pasta,
which can be cut into
strips to resemble noo-
dles and used as sheets
to create delicious lasa-
gna. Tortillas can even
be made for tacos or
enchiladas, using zero
flour and corn. Surpris-
ingly, the carnivore pas-
ta and tortillas use pork
panko, ground-up pork
rinds, eggs, and cottage
cheese. Simple, high
protein, and low carbo-
hydrate food allows the
enjoyment of all those
comforting foods that
really do your body no
good when you add pro-
cessed components. But
don’t leave out the veg-
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Three-ingredient chicken nuggets
Photo by Kara Gerbert

gies, even if that doesn’t
actually “compute” to
define carnivore. Leafy
greens and cruciferous
veggies like cauliflower
and broccoli are great
for you, as are many
others.

Don’t think I’m trying
to convert anyone to my
way of eating. I’m not.
I am not a doctor or a
nutritionist, but I know
what makes my body
happy without adding
all the nasty options
that weren’t making it
happy. Despite some of
these things taking a bit
longer to make because
there’s a bit of prep work
and some outright cook-
ing as opposed to heat
and eat, these options
really are much more
satisfying than all those
contrived pre-packaged
foodstuffs we indulge in
due to convenience. But
don’t take my word for
it. Try it out for yourself
and see what you think.

AHS CX Debate
performs well in Wink

Last Thursday, the AHS CX Debate team com-
peted in Wink and brought home a 1st-place and
3rd-place win. The team of Hatfield Cason and Sye
Behan took the first-place win, while Zane Wash
and Chris Cramer took third place. Ashlee Neil
was an alternate.

Courtesy photo

UIL Social Studies
takes first place

The “Fab Four” team of Evan Frioux, Dylan
Wang, Izabel Ortiz, and Raul Renteria ran away
with a team first in Social Studies at the McCamey
Invitational meet on Friday, January 24.

Courtesy photo

Discover Montessori

Excellence in Your Backyard!
Serving ages 3 to 12

Nestled in the heart of Big Bend among the mountains, our small,
vibrant Montessori school offers a nurturing environment where
children thrive through hands-on learning and individualized attention.

FOR FAMILES: Experience a child-centered education that inspires
curiosity, independence, and a life-long love of learning. Enroll now to
give your child the gift of growth and discovery.

FOR EDUCATORS: Join our dedicated team and make a lasting impact
in a supportive, rural community where your talents shine and children
flourish.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND FEDERAL SUBSIDIES may be available for
qualifying families!

908 N. 6th Street » Alpine, TX 79830
Please contact us at admin@alpinemontessori.org
Or call us today at 432-837-2173

RicBenDp

TITLE, LLC

Serving the Greater Big Bend Area

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE
IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.

Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17°S
P.0. Box 813
Fort Davis, TX 79734
(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
(432) 729-4299

Alpine Office:
608 E. Holland Ave.
Alpine, TX 79830
(432) 837-9172
jdca@sheglobal.net
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FARM STORE

2600 EAST US 90 W ALPINE * 432-837-6792 * MON.-FRI. 8-6 - SAT. 8-3




