
 

On December 30, the 
Brewster County Com-
missioners Court con-
vened a special meeting 
at 9:30 a.m. to address 
a single agenda item: 
approving an order to 
correct and refund over-
paid Alpine Independent 
School District (AISD) 
taxes for the 2023 tax 
year. 

Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Ruben Ortega 

was absent, leaving a 
quorum of the remaining 
court members to delib-
erate on the matter.

The issue stems from a 
“vendor software error” 
reported by the Brew-
ster County Appraisal 
District, said Brewster 
County Judge Greg Hen-
ington. 

The error resulted in 
the incorrect calculation 
of tax limitations for 
qualifying homeown-
ers aged 65 and older or 

those with disabilities, 
as outlined in Section 
11.26 of the Texas Tax 
Code. 

The miscalculation led 
to overpayments totaling 
up to $264,896.37 across 
aff ected properties with-
in the AISD jurisdiction.

The court was tasked 
with discussing and po-
tentially acting on mat-
ters arising from the in-
terlocal tax assessment/
collection contract be-
tween Brewster County 

and AISD. The contract 
outlines the county’s tax 
assessment and collec-
tion duties, including 
issuing refunds when re-
quired by law.

Judge Henington as-
sured residents that the 
county has the funds 
to manage the refunds 
without signifi cant dis-
ruption. He also clari-
fi ed that those who have 
already paid their 2024 
property taxes won’t be 
left out.

“There will be suffi-
cient money coming in 
to offset the refunds,” 
said Henington. “If they 
have, by chance, already 
paid their ‘24, they, too, 
will get a refund.” 

The commissioner’s 
court order directs the 
county’s tax assessor-
collector to amend the 
2023 AISD tax roll to 
refl ect accurate tax cal-
culations in line with le-

It’s camping season! In 
the fall and winter, locals 
and visitors alike turn to 
magical West Texas, home 
to vast desert land, rich ri-
parian areas, and mountain-
ous “sky islands” that erupt 
out of nowhere. Big Bend 
National Park and the Davis 
Mountains area, both popu-
lar camping destinations, are 
biodiversity hotspots boast-
ing thousands of plant, ani-
mal, and bird species. 

But with cool days come 
even chillier nights, and 
what better way for camp-
ers to end a day at the park 
than with a warm, glowing 
fire? Unfortunately, with 
consistently low precipita-
tion, unrelenting winds, and 
large fi re-prone areas, a burn 
ban can often occur during 
an overnight stay in these 
Trans-Pecos parks. But what 
if I told you there was one 
fl ame you could stoke this 
entire camping season? 

Meet the flammulated 
owl or Psiloscops fl ammeo-
lus. The word fl ammeolus 
is Latin and translates to 

“fl ame-colored,” a reference 
to the reddish-orange streaks 
on the raptor’s feathers. It 
should be easy to spot, right? 
Not quite. 

Flammulated owls are 
the second smallest owls in 
North America, and their 
fl ame-speckled plumage is 
actually camouflage. Dur-
ing the day, they are easily 
concealed among the aged 
bark of pines or firs and 
remain equally inconspicu-
ous at night thanks to their 
completely dark eyes. These 
strictly nocturnal predators 
prefer to feast on nighttime 
insects, like moths, as they 
lurk high up in the treetops. 
The only thing that might 
give away this elusive owl’s 
location is yet another adap-
tation to blend in. 

Being tiny means flam-
mulated owls are susceptible 
to predation, so they have an 
enlarged trachea or wind-
pipe. A distinct, low-pitched 
hoot – imagine blowing over 
the top of an empty glass 
bottle – creates the illusion 
of a much larger owl and 
aids in our identifi cation of 
this species. Although it can 
be diffi  cult to discern, learn-
ing their call is helpful for 

scientists and birders. In fact, 
some researchers have even 
learned to mimic territorial 
males to draw them out. 

Mimicking vocalizations 
makes capturing and tag-
ging fl ammulated owls eas-
ier for further study, which 
is crucial for this migratory 
bird. They prefer to return to 
former nesting sites, which 
assists in their recapture 
and our understanding of 
their migratory patterns. But 
where exactly do they go 
and why? 

Envision a spark of an 
owl beginning its winter 
migration from as far north 
as southwestern Canada. 
Then, streaking from for-
est to forest (with a pos-
sible layover in one of our 
desert sanctuaries), it makes 
its way down through the 
westernmost United States 
and into mountainous parts 
of Mexico and upper Central 
America. While their range 
is extensive, little is known 
about the exact population 
size of fl ammulated owls.

They prefer breeding and 
nesting sites in arid conifer-
ous forests at mid-to-high 
elevations. In contrast, stop-
over sites can vary from city 

parks to steep hillsides. Ma-
ture forests are especially fa-
vored by fl ammulated owls, 
which are secondary nest-
ers. This means they cannot 
make their own nests, in-
stead relying on preexisting 
nesting cavities like those 
prepared by woodpeckers. 

As flammulated owls 
move between breeding, 
nesting, and non-breeding 
sites, they require stable 
food resources and consis-
tent habitat conditions. Ex-
treme temperatures and in-
secticide/pesticide use could 
threaten their insect-domi-
nant diet. Meanwhile, fl am-
mulated owl habitat is also 
at risk due to old-growth 
logging, habitat fragmenta-
tion, invasive species, and 
increased wildfi re severity/
frequency. 

So, how can you encour-
age this diminutive owl 
to keep burning bright? 
Firstly, obey all fire bans 
and practice safe, smart fi re 
management. Secondly, get 
involved! Whether you are 
a researcher, educator, land-
owner, or concerned citizen, 
there are several ways you 
can take part in the conser-
vation of our fi ery friend. 

Contribute to conserva-
tion eff orts by keeping track 
of your flammulated owl 
sightings via eBird or by 
participating in bird surveys 
near you. Support owl re-
search. Educate your friends 
about flammulated owl 
ecology. Protect flammu-
lated owls as they migrate 
by turning off  non-essential 
lights, keeping cats indoors, 
and avoiding pesticides/in-
secticides. 

But it doesn’t end there. 
Continuous research is nec-
essary to understand indi-
cator species, such as owls, 
that lend valuable insight 

Thanks to park lovers 
from all over the Lone Star 
State, Texas State Parks now 
have many new offerings 
for visitors. In honor of the 
centennial anniversary of 
Texas State Parks in 2023, 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Foundation (TPWF) raised 
almost $2 million in private 
funds to enhance the visi-
tor experience at every state 
park across Texas. Most of 
these projects are now in 
place for visitor use, with 
several other projects still to 
come.

“Thanks to private do-
nations from individuals, 
foundations, and corpora-
tions across Texas, we have 
expanded the amenities of 
our parks while helping to 
conserve the wild places 
we all treasure,” said TPWF 
Executive Director Anne 
Brown. “Half of the projects 
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$265K tax refund approved for Alpine ISD property owners after ‘software error’

BY LYDIA SALDANA
Contributor
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AHS junior continues to hit milestones
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BY KERRY LAIRD
Correspondent 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

STATE FARM IS THERE.

MONICA WOODALL
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Stoke the Flame 

A milestone usually only achieved as a senior, Alpine High School junior Dae Hardwick continues reaching for greatness 
as an athlete after attaining 1,000 career points in basketball. Hardwick’s goal is to reach 2,000 before he graduates next 
year. He is pictured here with his teammates and coaches.

Courtesy photo

Flammulated owl in the 
Davis Mountains.

Photo courtesy of 
Romey Swanson

BY SHELBY DUPERIER
Guest Columnist-Borderlands 
Research Institute 

www.fsnf2f.com
www.bigbendsurgery.com
www.wtnb.com


 

Rebecca Chavez Portillo

It is with a heavy heart 
that we announce the pass-
ing of our beloved mother, 
grandmother, great-grand-
mother, and sister.

 Rebecca Chavez Por-
tillo departed this life on 
January 2 at the age of 84. 
She was born on June 25, 
1940, in Alpine.

 Rebecca is preceded in 
death by the love of her 
life, Leocadio “Lucky” S. 
Portillo, and her parents, 
Jose and Juliana Bermu-
dez Chavez, along with 
her beloved Godson, Da-
vid Lopez. She is survived 
by her children Florinda 
(Dennis) Sullivan, Joe 
(Laura Lea) Portillo, Lisa 
(Frank) Villanueva, Leo 
Portillo, Ray Portillo, and 
Christy Portillo. Rebecca’s 
grandchildren are Lori 
Iverson, Monica and Anna 
Fierro, DJ Villanueva, Ju-
lie Rivera, Preston Vil-
lanueva, Michael Joe and 
Dominique Portillo, Bran-
don, Jereomy Portillo, Jai 
Portillo, Lexi Cotie, Jo-
seph, Anthony and Abby 
Portillo, Ashley Mayo, 
Michael, and Kimberly 

Muniz. Rebecca is also 
survived by her brothers 
Enrique, Merced, Arturo, 
and Gilbert Chavez, as 
well as her best friend of 
80 years, Mere Hernan-
dez Methola, 21 great-
grandchildren, and many 
nieces and nephews.  We 
will continue to honor her 
memory through the val-
ues she instilled in us.

 Rebecca was a hard 
worker who dedicated 
many years to the commu-
nity. She worked at True 
Value, Alpine Public Li-
brary, and JC Penney. Her 
passion for reading was 
evident, and she found joy 
in sitting outside on her 
porch with her husband, 
admiring the beautiful 
scenery of the Twin Peaks 
Mountains. Both Lucky 
and Rebecca were always 
special fans and supporters 

of all their grandchildren’s 
and great-grandchildren’s 
sports events. On any 
given Friday at lunchtime, 
the family would gather 
to enjoy Rebecca’s spe-
cial meals of tacos and red 
cheese enchiladas, which 
were loved by those at-
tending.

 Pallbearers were David 
Acosta, Michael Joe Porti-
llo, DJ Villanueva, Jereo-
my Portillo, Joseph Por-
tillo, and Michael Muniz, 
Jr. Honorary pallbearer is 
David Lopez, Rebecca’s 
cherished Godson.

 The family would like 
to extend their heartfelt 
gratitude for the loving 
care she received at the 
McCamey Convalescent 
Center.

 “As long as we hold 
her in our hearts, she 
will never truly be gone. 
When someone you love 
becomes a memory, the 
memory becomes a trea-
sure.”

Love you forever, Mom.
 Services were held at 

Our Lady of Peace Catho-
lic Church on Tuesday, 
January 7. Visitation was 

at 9 a.m., followed by 

the recitation of the Most 

Holy Rosary at 9:30 a.m. 

The funeral Mass was held 

at 10 a.m., and interment 

followed at Holy Angels 

Cemetery.

 Services were entrusted 

to Alpine Memorial Fu-

neral Home, and gifts and 

condolences may be left 

at www.alpinememorial-

funeralhome.com.

Ronnie Lane Drewry

Ronnie Lane Drewry, 
born June 29, 1953, in 
Odessa, passed away 
peacefully on Decem-
ber 25, in Alpine, after a 
hard-fought battle with 
Acute Myeloid Leuke-
mia. Ronnie was a hard-
working man of integrity 
who inspired all who knew 
him with his unwavering 
strength and positive at-
titude.

 Ronnie was the second 
son of George and Betty 
Drewry and the younger 
brother of Dann Drewry. 
He was a devoted husband 
to Libbie Drewry, the love 
of his life, whom he mar-
ried on June 28, 1975. 
Ronnie was a loving fa-
ther to their son, Brandon 
Lane Drewry, and a proud 
grandfather to his grand-
daughter, Leyah Ebzy Dre-
wry. He cherished spend-
ing time with his family at 

his favorite place, their lake 
house on Lake Amistad. 
Ronnie was an avid golfer 
and spent a lot of time on 
the golf course. He also 
loved riding his motorcy-
cle or bicycle whenever he 
got the chance. On a Sun-
day, you would often fi nd 
him by his pool soaking in 
the sun or tinkering in his 
garage. He was quite the 
handy guy and could fix 
just about anything. In high 
school, he played football 
as a running back for the 
Alpine Bucks, earning the 
nickname ‘’The Bull.” His 
friends all knew they were 
guaranteed to laugh a lot 

when they got together. 
There was never a dull 
moment when Ronnie was 
around! He had an infec-
tious personality that lifted 
everyone’s spirits.

 In 1974, Ronnie gradu-
ated from the Common-
wealth Institute of Science 
for Mortuary Services in 
Houston and began his ca-
reer in El Paso, where he 
met Libbie. Together, they 
moved back to Alpine in 
1977 to run Whites Auto 
Store alongside his parents, 
which later became Otasco 
and then Coast to Coast 
until its closure in 2007. He 
then purchased Big Bend 
Mini Storage, expanding 
the company with new 
locations and operating it 
until his passing. 

 He was preceded in 
death by his father, George 
Drewry, and brother Dann 
Drewry.

 Survived by his mother 
Betty Drewry (Alpine), 

wife Libbie Drewry (Al-
pine), son Brandon Drewry 
(Alpine), granddaughter 
Leyah Ebzy Drewry (San 
Antonio), brother-in-laws 
Lyndon Fruit (Marilyn) of 
Las Cruces, NM and Bill 
Fruit (Debbie) of Midlo-
thian, sister-in-law Susan 
Drewry (Buddy Warnke) 
of El Paso, nephews Ryan 
Drewry (Uulia), John Fruit 
(Margaret), Travis Fruit 
(Haley), nieces Michelle 
Lowery (Ace), Allison 
Thomas (Andy), Paige 
Fruit and many great neph-
ews and nieces.

Ronnie Drewry will 
be remembered for his 
laughter, love for family, 
and courageous spirit. The 
bravery he showed while 
fi ghting for more time was 
powered by his love of Je-
sus Christ. His strong faith 
was what kept him going. 
He leaves behind a legacy 
of integrity, joy, and un-
wavering support for his 

family and friends. May 
we all see each other again 
on that glorious day when 
we, too, reach Heaven and 
see the face of our Lord 
and Savior, like Ronnie did 
this Christmas morning!

 Services took place on 
Saturday, January 4, at 
10:30 a.m. at Grace Chris-
tian Fellowship Church, 
801 E. Brown Ave, in Al-
pine, interment followed at 

Elm Grove Cemetery.
In lieu of fl owers, dona-

tions can be made to St. 
Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital or your favorite 
charity in memory of Ron-
nie Drewry.

 Services were entrusted 
to Alpine Memorial Fu-
neral Home, and gifts and 
condolences may be left at 
www.alpinememorialfu-
neralhome.com.
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In Loving Memory of 

Daniel Pineda

Daniel Pineda, of San 
Angelo, passed away on 
December 5 at the age of 
40.  He was born March 
21, 1984, in Odessa to 
parent Liz Pineda.  

Daniel Pineda was a 
beloved son, grandson, 
nephew, cousin, and 
friend. He grew up in Al-
pine surrounded by the 
love of his fi rst cousins, 
Rick Mata, Brent Mata, 
Thomas Lopez, Clarissa 
Lopez, and Renee Wylie. 
Daniel attended school 
in Alpine before continu-
ing his education at New 
Mexico Junior College.

Daniel was a skilled 
and passionate individual 
with a talent for building 
computers and a keen in-
terest in creating online 
animation videos. His 
career in telecommuni-
cations customer service 
showcased his ability 
to connect with people, 
both locally and glob-
ally, as he built mean-
ingful friendships with 
individuals from around 
the world.

As a young boy, Dan-
iel cherished his time 

outdoors, going on hik-
ing adventures in Fort 
Davis with his cousins 
and exploring caves on 
A Mountain in Alpine. 
Some of his fondest 
memories were camping 
trips with his grandfa-
ther Tino and his cous-
ins, where they shared 
laughter, jokes, and sto-
ries around the campfi re. 
Daniel had a sharp sense 
of humor, a gift he inher-
ited from his mother and 
grandpa, which brought 
joy to everyone who 
knew him.

Daniel’s  l i fe  was 
marked by his creativity, 
kindness, and genuine 
connections with others. 
He will be deeply missed 
by his family and friends, 
who will forever hold his 
memory close to their 
hearts.

Daniel is survived by 
his mother, Elizabeth 

Pineda, from San An-
gelo; grandmother, Delia 
Gallego, from Midland; 
his aunt Nadine Mata, 
from Sierra Vista, Arizo-
na; Johnny Pineda, from 
Fort Stockton;  Margo 
Pineda, from Odessa; 
fi rst cousins Clarissa Lo-
pez from Midland,  Rick 
Mata, from Sierra Vista, 
Arizona, Thomas Lopez, 
from Cedar Park, Brent 
Mata from El Paso, and 
Renee Wylie, from Al-
pine, and 12, second 
cousins, several other 
cousins, uncle’s, and 
aunts.  

He was preceded by 
his grandfather, Faustino 
Pineda III, from Red-
ford, his great-grandpar-
ents Alfredo Granado, 
Jr. and Elfida Granado, 
from Fort Davis, and his 
great-grandparents Faus-
tino Pineda, II, and Paula 
Pineda, from Marfa.

A memorial will be 
held at Saint Joseph 
Cemetery in Fort Davis 
on April 19, 2025, at 10 
a.m.

Arrangements are en-
trusted to Harper Funeral 
Home and Cremation of 
San Angelo.

Advertisement for Bid

Preventative Care Health Services

1605 North Fort Davis Hwy STE. B

Alpine Texas 79830

South Edition to Presidio County Medical Clinic

Separate sealed BIDS for the construction of South 
addition to Presidio County Medical Clinic located at 1501 
North Erma Ave, Presidio TX 79845. Th e scope of work, 
without any force or eff ect involves a 3, 167 sq. ft . addition 
to an existing building. Th is includes new exa rooms, a 
nurse station, a laboratory, providers offi  ces, restrooms, 
and the expansion of the existing pharmacy.

Bids will be received by Linda Molinar CEO at the offi  ce of 
Preventative Care health Services, 1605 North Fort Davis 
Hwy, STE. B, Alpine, TX 79830 until 2:00 pm CST, Friday,  
January 31, 2025 and then at said offi  ce publicly opened 
and read aloud. 

Th e CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be examined at the 
following locations:
New Republic Architects,  7100 Westwind Dr. STE 150, 
El Paso, Texas 79912 or bidders can request a digital PDF 
copy by emailing Angel Ramos at angel@nraia.com. For 
any other inquiries, please contact him at 915-585-7028.

Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be 
obtained at the offi  ce of New Republic Architects located 
at 7100 Westwind Dr, STE 150, El Paso, TX, 79912 upon 
payment of $300.00 for each set.

Any BIDDER, upon returning the CONTRACT 
DOCUMENTS promptly and in good condition, will 
be refunded the payment,, and any non-bidder upon 
so returning the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS will be 
refunded $150.00

09/12/2024

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Rio Grande Council of Governments
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Texas Farm Store
Alpine Avalanche

Alpine Community Credit Union
Alpine Veterinary Clinic

Big Bend Telephone Company
Albert and Kathryn Bork 

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

www.alpinememorialfuneralhome.com
www.funeralhome.com
www.neralhome.com
www.sunshinehousealpine.com


 

Big Bend National 
Park will come alive 
with history on February 
1 as the Big Bend Natu-
ral History Association 
(BBNHA) holds its 32nd 
annual Pioneer Reunion. 
This year’s event will 
take place at the Com-
munity Room at Panther 
Junction, off ering attend-
ees a fascinating glimpse 
into the rich heritage of 
the Big Bend region.

The day’s festivities 
will begin with lunch 
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
setting the stage for an 
afternoon of engaging 
presentations. Tickets 
are available for $20 for 
BBNHA members and 
$25 for nonmembers. To 
secure your spot, call the 
BBNHA office at 432-
477-2236.

This year’s lineup of 
speakers is sure to capti-
vate attendees.

Speaker Todd Bureau 
will delve into the avia-
tion history of Johnson’s 
Ranch, a crucial chap-
ter in Big Bend’s sto-
ried past. At the same 
time, Laura Rice Bridge 
will share tales of early 
schools and other pivotal 
stories from the region.

Joel Nelson, celebrat-
ed cowboy poet, will 
recount his experiences 
as a horse wrangler in 
the Chisos Mountains, 
including his time work-
ing with the Carters and 
Buck Newsome, and An-

jna O’Conner, Superin-
tendent of Big Bend Na-
tional Park, will provide 
an update on park news 
and developments.

The event will be em-
ceed by Ben H. English, 
renowned Alpine author 
and BBNHA Vice-Chair-
man, whose expertise 
and storytelling prow-
ess promise to enrich the 
proceedings.

Adding to the day’s al-
lure, Ken Zoller, the pho-

tographer for the 2026 
BBNHA calendar, will be 
on hand in the bookstore 
following the event. At-
tendees will have the op-
portunity to discuss his 
work and secure signed 
copies of the calendar, a 
keepsake celebrating the 
park’s breathtaking land-
scapes.

The Pioneer Reunion is 
more than just a gather-
ing; it’s a celebration of 
Big Bend’s vibrant histo-

ry and a reminder of the 
importance of preserving 
these stories for future 
generations. Whether 
you’re a history enthusi-
ast or simply looking to 
connect with the commu-
nity, this event is not to 
be missed. 

Join us on February 
1 to honor the people, 
places, and moments that 
have shaped Big Bend. 
Together, let’s keep these 
stories alive.

Speakers from last year’s Pioneer Reunion posed for a photo during the 
event. They are David Keller, Dan Sholly, Rick Gupman, and Tom Alex.

Photo by Julie Childs
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BY JULIE CHILDS
Contributing Writer

A two-day Far West 
Texas Community-
Building Summit for 
our region will begin the 
evening of Friday, Janu-
ary 17, at The Granada 
Theatre in Alpine with a 
live presentation by au-
thor Doug Griffi  ths. His 
book, 13 Ways to Kill 
Your Community, will 
off er a road map for area 
leaders to strengthen and 
grow their communities 
through planning and 
collaboration.

On Saturday, January 
18, attendees will partici-
pate in break-out sessions 
focused on local imple-
mentation of ideas from 
the book. Areas of focus 
include water quality and 
quantity, attracting busi-
nesses, engaging youth, 
community aesthetics, 
valuing the role of senior 
citizens, and embracing 
growth and change. 

Within 30 days of the 
event, a video recording 
of the January 17 presenta-
tion will be shown in each 
of the communities of the 
Big Bend and TransPecos 
region as outreach to those 
who could not attend the 
original event.

New sponsors support-
ing the event include the 
Law Offi  ce of Julie M. 
Balovich, PLLC, Print-
co, Rasor Creative, Fab-
rica, and the Anonymous 
Foundation of a Friend 
of ACP. Other sponsors 
are Alpine Community 
Projects, Permian Basin 
Area Foundation, Still 
Water Foundation, Ben-
jamin Garcia and The 
Granada Theatre, Front 
Street Books, and Jean 
and Chris Cornell. Addi-
tional sponsorship slots 
remain.

Details are available 
on the website at https://
www.alpinecommuni-
typrojects.org/january-
2025-summit. Attendee 
registration through the 
site will be active in the 
coming days. The event 
will be free, but space 
will be limited. The book 
13 Ways to Kill Your 
Community is available 
locally and from online 
sellers.

Alpine Community 

Projects is a 501(c)3 non-

profi t and an expressly 

non-partisan organization 

that supports, energizes, 

and undertakes projects 

that enable Alpine and 

its citizens to fl ourish and 

lead more fulfi lling and 

happy lives at every age.

www.alpineavalanche.com

Legislative session 
begins on Jan. 14
The 89th Texas leg-

islative session begins 
on Jan. 14 with a still-
unresolved race for 
speaker of the Texas 
House of Representa-
tives.

State Reps. David 
Cook, R-Mansfield, 
and Dustin Burrows, 
R-Lubbock, are con-
sidered the frontrun-
ners for speaker, but 
speculation continues 
as to whether other 
candidates will throw 
their hats into the ring.

The Republican cau-
cus is split between 
those who oppose ap-
pointing any Democrat 
to chair a House com-
mittee and those who 
contend it’s essential to 
work across the aisle to 
get the state’s business 
done in a biennial five-
month session. Histori-
cally, a few chairman-
ships have gone to 
members of the minor-
ity party.

In the wake of the 
November elections, 
the makeup of the 
150-member  Texas 
House is 87 Repub-
licans and 63 Demo-
crats.

School vouchers will 
again be on the legis-
lative plate since they 
are a top priority for 
Gov. Greg Abbott. His 
efforts to pass what 
are also called Educa-
tion Savings Accounts 
failed numerous at-
tempts in 2023, includ-
ing several special ses-
sions.

Legislative watch-
ers predict more bills 
aimed at property tax 
relief but geared more 
toward business own-
ers since those passed 
in the 2023 session 
were primarily aimed 
at homeowners.

Another issue that 
Lt .  Gov.  Dan Pat-
rick has priorit ized 
is banning the sale of 
all THC products in 
Texas. Since the state 
legalized the growth 
of hemp, some stores 
have begun sel l ing 
products containing 
previously illegal lev-
els of THC, the com-
pound that gives mari-
juana its “high.”

GOP bills seek to 
regulate wind, solar, 
and battery power 

projects
Severa l  Repub l i -

can lawmakers have 
filed bills to increase 
government oversight 
over renewable energy 
projects, The Dallas 
Morning News report-
ed. Proposals include 
requiring property buf-
fers between the proj-
ects and neighboring 
properties. Another bill 
would require environ-
mental fees and studies 
for any new renewable 
projects.

The News reported 
that wind, solar, and 
batteries account for 
about 46% of electric 
generation capacity for 
the Electric Reliabil-
ity Council of Texas, 
which controls nearly 
all of the state’s power 
grid.

“Currently, renew-
able energy facilities 
do not have statewide 
guidelines for  per-
mitting and decom-
missioning,  leading 
to variations in how 
the installations are 
installed,” said state 
Rep. Jared Patterson, 
R-Frisco, and sponsor 
of one of the bills.

Texas losing its clout 
in Congress this ses-

sion. 
There are fewer Tex-

ans in leadership in 

Congress in the session 

that just began, largely 

because of the retire-

ments of several GOP 

members, the Houston 

Chronicle reported. 

U . S .  R e p .  K a y 

Granger, R-Fort Worth, 

who led the powerful 

Appropriations Com-

mittee, and U.S. Rep. 

Michael Burgess, R-

Pilot Point, who led the 

Rules Committee and 

was the second-ranked 

Republ ican on the 

Commerce Committee, 

both retired from Con-

gress this year. 

Eighteen of the 25 

Texas Republicans in 

the House have been 

there for three full 

terms or fewer. Anoth-

er incumbent, Michael 

McCaul, R-Austin, is 

no longer heading the 

House Foreign Affairs 

Committee because of 

term limits.

State starts 2025 

with 2.9 million busi-

ness entities

Texas rang in the 

New Year with more 

than 2.9 million busi-

ness entities actively 

registered with the 

secretary of state’s of-

fice to conduct busi-

ness here. That is up 

more than 125,000 

from a year ago, ac-

cording to Texas Sec-

retary of State Jane 

Nelson.

“The economic cli-

mate in Texas con-

tinues to be strong as 

entrepreneurs  grow 

and create businesses 

in our state, and more 

out-of-state enti t ies 

want to expand to Tex-

as,” Nelson said. 

That number includes 

both businesses incor-

porated in Texas and 

out-of-state companies 

conducting business 

here. 

State’s citrus indus-

try on the brink of 

disaster

The state’s citrus in-

dustry is reeling after 

a pair of natural di-

sasters — the deadly 

winter storm of Febru-

ary 2021 and a severe 

drought, The Texas Tri-

bune reported. Nearly 

four years after that 

winter storm, produc-

tion levels have not re-

covered. 

The state’s citrus in-

dustry is located en-

tirely in the Valley and 

has an economic im-

pact of more than $300 

million annually.

“We are not a large 

p h y s i c a l  f o o t p r i n t 

anymore, but we still 

pack enough economic 

punch,” said Dale Mur-

den, president of Texas 

Citrus Mutual, a non-

profit trade association 

that represents the in-

terests of commercial 

citrus growers.

Farmers in the Val-

ley largely depend on 

surface water from the 

Rio Grande.  A mature 

citrus tree needs be-

tween 40 and 50 inches 

of water a year, accord-

ing to the Texas A&M 

Agr iL i fe  Resea rch 

Center. About half of 

that amount must be 

supplied by irrigation. 

Drought conditions and 

Mexico falling behind 

in delivering water un-

der a 1944 treaty are 

blamed for the drop in 

citrus production.

History Association hosts 32nd Pioneer Reunion

January summit to include follow-up local video screenings

Texas Capital Highlights

Open Enrollment: November 1

Deadline: January 15, 2025
For Health Insurance 

through the MarketPlace

Need an affordable Need an affordable 

Health Insurance?Health Insurance?

We Got You Covered!We Got You Covered!

Get Information at

Preventative Care Health Services

For Information call Sarah Vasquez

Family Health Services of Alpine

1605 North Fort Davis Highway Ste. B

Alpine Texas

432-837-4812

www.typrojects.org/january
www.alpineavalanche.com


 

The storyline of 2024 
could be about the negative 
impacts of Texas’ continued 
divestment in public educa-
tion. While that’s undoubt-
edly true, especially in rural 
communities across the state, 
it would be an incomplete 
narrative.

Despite diminished fi nan-
cial support from state lead-
ers, so much good occurred 
in our community and our 
Alpine public schools this 
past year. It was a great year 
to be a Buck.

Here’s what you should 
know.

In 2024, we received 
$1.5M in new grant funding, 
which allowed us to provide 
new opportunities for our 
students, staff , and families. 
This latest funding was built 
on the $3.2M grant portfolio 
we had built in the previous 
18 months.

This year’s grants helped 
us implement even more 
rigorous mathematics and 
reading instruction in our 
elementary classrooms. This 
hard work paid off , with our 
Kindergarten through 2nd 
grade students scoring in the 
73rd and 84th percentiles na-
tionally in academic growth 
in reading and math, respec-
tively.

Grant funding and commu-
nity partnerships allowed us 
to expand aff ordable, high-
quality childcare through the 
Alpine Child Development 
Center, decreasing the cost 
of child care by 25%. 

We also used grant funds 
to signifi cantly improve se-
curity infrastructures, post-
secondary readiness offer-

ings, and mental 
wellness supports 
for our students. 

Other grants 
helped fund over-
due facility up-
grades, including 
replacing decades-
old lighting fix-
tures at Alpine El-
ementary  and 
investing in field 
improvements at Kokernot 
Field. 

Grant funding is also 
launching a fi rst-in-our-area 
regional career and techni-
cal education (CTE) collab-
orative across Alpine ISD, 
Marathon ISD, and Marfa 
ISD, which will provide 
more post-secondary oppor-
tunities to students across the 
Big Bend.

In addition, we were 
honored to receive over 
$750,000 in philanthropic in-
vestments from local donors 
and regional philanthropies, 
each with a goal of support-
ing and amplifying the great 
work happening every day 
in Alpine ISD. These dona-
tions, including a historic 
$575,000 donation from the 
Prentice & Alline Brown 
Foundation, helped fund 
dozens of much-needed proj-
ects across the district. 

Technology and equip-
ment upgrades included a 
new laminator at our middle 
school, new interactive dis-
plays in 10 classrooms, a la-
ser engraver for high school 
graphic design classes, re-
placement marquees for two 
campuses, and a new kiln 
and etching press for high 
school art classes.

Donations also 
paid off overdue 
meal balances for 
families in need, 
provided school 
supplies for all 
Alpine ISD stu-
dents, and blessed 
teachers with new 
classroom supplies 
to start the school 
year.

Installation of four of the 
biggest philanthropic-sup-
ported investments starts next 
month. Alpine Elementary 
will receive three new, state-
of-the-art playgrounds, the 
fi rst such upgrade in over 60 
years. Alpine Middle School 
will also receive its fi rst-ever 
playground installation.

These incredible grants 
and donations provided 
much-needed opportunities 
and projects for our students 
and staff , all at no cost to our 
local taxpayers.

Even better, during 2024, 
Alpine ISD decreased its 
overall tax rate for the sixth 
straight year, for a cumula-
tive 21% reduction over the 
past seven years. This saved 
our taxpayers $4.8M in inter-
est and 12 years of debt pay-
ments on our 2019 bond.

A year in review would 
be incomplete without brag-
ging about the incredible 
academic growth our hard-
working teachers made hap-
pen for our students. Alpine 
ISD students continue to 
outperform state averages on 
state assessments in science, 
social studies, and reading, 
with signifi cant increases in 
our science performance and 
reading mastery levels this 

past year. Our students’ aca-
demic growth rates also grew 
by 20 percentage points in 
reading, outperforming state 
averages.

These results are even 
more impressive when con-
trasted against the unsettling 
reality that Alpine ISD is one 
of Texas’s lowest-funded 
school districts, with a fund-
ing level in the bottom 2% 
statewide. Every day, we 
show that we do more with 
less in Alpine. But don’t let 
the fact that we’re “hitting 
above our weight” fool you 
into believing that our stu-
dents and staff  don’t deserve 
more.

There’s so much more to 
share about the good that 
occurred in the 365 days that 
made up 2024 in #BuckNa-
tion. We launched our fi rst 
direct admissions program 
with the University of Texas 
Permian Basin, increasing 
college access for our high 
school seniors. Our students 
enjoyed countless extra-
curricular successes, from 
the fi eld to the court to the 
concert to the show ring 
and beyond. We graduated 
80 Fightin’ Bucks into the 
world, ready to serve, learn, 
lead, and blossom in their 
next stage of life.

Have there been challeng-
es this year? Absolutely. 

But that has never stopped 
those of us who are proud to 
call Alpine home. Buck Pride 
runs deep here, and we start 
2025 with so much pride in 
what we have accomplished 
together in 2024. It’s going 
to be another great year to be 
a Buck.
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“Thunder rolls
And the lightnin’ strikes.
Another love grows cold
On a sleepless night.”

― Song lyrics by 
Garth Brooks

A storm rages as I draft this 
column—rain, wind, lightning, 
thunder. I don’t like lightning.

“It’s lightning! Get out of 
that tub now,” my grandmother 
was quick to announce when 
clouds arose. Baths at her 
house in Pittsburg were play-
time as a youngster. Mainly 
because there was no waiting 
in line for the old-fashioned 
tub. However, bath time at 
home with two sisters meant 
waiting for the only bathtub in 
the house.

“Aren’t you done yet,” was 
the common Saturday night 
cry through the bathroom door. 
Except for that night in Sey-
mour, when just about the time 
I settled in to soak in the bub-
bles, my mother burst through 
the door in a panic.

“Get dressed now.”
Gillette commercials played 

on the television, meaning the 
Friday night fi ghts were com-
ing on. The siren at the fi re sta-
tion was blaring loudly.

“There’s a tornado coming,” 
Mom shouted.

“I’m wet,” I pleaded.
“No time,” she said. “Get 

dressed now. We have to get to 
the cellar.”

At the fi rst fl ash of celestial 

electricity, warn-
ings from parents or 
grandparents were 
the same. Granny 
dashed through the 
house, unplugging 
her electrical appli-
ances. Both have the 
Kelvinator refrigera-
tor in the corner of 
the dining room and 
the radio in the living room.

“Don’t touch the faucets,’ 
she warned. “Get away from 
the windows, you’ll get 
struck.”

I knew only two people 
struck by lightning. I attended 
the fi rst’s funeral service. The 
second laughs today when he 
relates his encounter with the 
phenomenon of nature.

Research reveals a 1 in 
1,222,000 chance of getting 
hit by lightning. That computes 
to 0.0000008%. Your odds of 
winning in Las Vegas are bet-
ter.

The odds of striking a photo 
of a lightning bolt are good, 
however, if you know the 
trick. I read back in the ancient 
days of fi lm photography how 
lightning storms follow a pat-
tern of building, peaking, and 
decreasing in a measurable 
cycle between discharges. One 
summer night, I tested that 
theory from an upper-story 
balcony of the Palacio Del Rio 
Hotel in San Antonio. Timing 
the fl ashes and shooting long 
exposures on that cycle netted 

a half dozen frames 
with decent images 
on a 36-exposure 
roll of Kodachrome. 
Still hanging on my 
wall is the framed 
photo of a cloud-to-
ground lightning bolt 
with the Tower of the 
Americas in the fore-
ground.

One lightning bolt can 
reach more than ten miles and 
scorch anything in its path with 
50,000-degree Fahrenheit tem-
peratures. When lightning is 
about to strike, electricity fi lls 
the air. Metal objects, even 
jewelry, will sometimes buzz. 
Hair will stand on end.

Should you experience these 
signs, don’t wait for a warn-
ing. Need I say, seek shelter. 
Lightning can travel from the 
clouds, through your body, and 
into the ground in about three 
milliseconds.

This is what happened to the 
one person I know who was 
struck by lightning and lived to 
tell about it. It’s a funny story 
as he relates it. But my friend 
and colleague from Stephen F. 
Austin State University teach-
ing days, Miles McCall, puts a 
positive spin on just about ev-
erything.

I’ve been struck by light-
ning,” Miles said casually, 
chuckling one day.

“I was sailing on Lake Sam 
Rayburn with some friends 
and their dog that day when a 

summer storm came up,” he 
begins. Miles loves sailboats. 
“Wisely, we headed for shore, 
arriving just as the storm hit. 
But unwisely,” as he laughs 
about it now, “we sheltered 
under the fi rst tree we came to. 
Smart, huh? All I remember af-
ter that was a brilliant fl ash and 
a deafening clap of thunder.”

“A minute or so later, I 
looked around, and all of my 
friends and the dog were lying 
on the ground. I thought, ‘Oh 
no,’ they’re dead,” Miles said. 
“Then one of the guys got up 
and took off running, and I 
thought, ‘Oh no, they’re alive 
and I’m dead!’”

“We were all OK,” Miles 
concluded, “Except the poor 
dog, he didn’t make it. The 
soles of our shoes were burned 
off, and our feet blistered. 
Cracked earth and asphalt 
spread from the base of the tree 
in all directions.”

They surmised that the 
charge hitting the tree and trav-
eling out in the root system to 
them was their saving grace.

As I fi nish writing this after-
noon, the rain, lightning, and 
thunder have moved out of 
Center. And that’s my saving 
grace.

Because I don’t like light-
ning. Not even writing about it.

—Contact Aldridge at leon-
aldridge@gmail.com. Other 
Aldridge columns are archived 
at leonaldridge.com

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

I don’t even like writing about it

DR. MICHELLE RINEHART

Superintendent, 
Alpine ISD

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.avalanche.com
www.leonaldridge.com


 

Send your community events to 

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

Upcoming events
January at Davis Moun-

tains State Park
Mondays 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Space is the Place meet in the 
parking lot across from the in-
terpretive center with your chair 
and binoculars to learn about our 
dark skies.

Wednesday, 1/15 and 1/29 
Master Naturalist Hike 10 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. Meet at CCC Rock 
Lookout. Bring good, sturdy 
shoes, water, a hat and sun-
screen.

Fridays 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. Birding for Beginners at 
the interpretive center.

Saturdays 2 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Art in the Park at the in-
terpretive center and 7 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Miles and Miles of Stars 
at the CCC Rock Lookout. Bring 
a chair and fl ashlight (red light 
preferred).

January 15 Friends of the 

Library Annual Meeting, 5:30 

p.m. at the Jeff  Davis County Li-

brary all members and prospec-

tive members are welcome to 

come meet officers and hear a 

review of last year’s progress.

January 18 Adopt-A-High-

way Trash Pickup, 10 a.m. 

at the front office of the Davis 

Mountains State Park.

January 18 Friends Group 

Orientation, noon at the inter-

pretive center at Davis Mountains 

State Park. DMSP wants to form 

a friends group and encourages 

everyone to come out and see 

what is required and how they 

can help.

Februar y 5 Telescope 

Training: McDonald’s Observa-

tory is offering Telescope 101 

workshops, which will include 

a mix of classroom and hands-

on instruction. Workshops are 

free for residents of Jeff Davis, 

Brewster, and Presidio counties. 

Interested parties may reserve a 

spot by visiting mcdonaldobser-

vatory.org/visitors/programs/

telescopes-101. 

Ongoing Events  

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 

E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules are 

available on the front door. For 

more information, call 915-562-

4081 or aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting,

noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-

ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second 
Monday each month, Legion 
Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner 
provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine 
City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at 101 W. Ave E. Weekly running 
club to walk/run 1-3 miles. Meet 
at the Amigo garage and fi nish 
at Amigo. Call 432-837-4012 for 
more information.

Big Bend Amateur Radio 
Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 
Tuesday each month, Frontier 
Masonic Lodge #766, 2300 High-
way 118 North.

Big Bend Community Cho-
rale rehearsals on Monday 
evenings at 6 p.m. in the Sul 
Ross Fine Arts Building, Room 
200. All are welcome, but first 
contact Andrew Alegria at An-
drew.alegria@sulross.edu, call 
432-837-8216, or visit bbccho-

rale.wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Citizenship Classes, at Al-

pine Public Library by appoint-

ment only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-

837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Pub-

lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 

432-837-2621 to make an ap-

pointment.  

GED tutoring, at Alpine Pub-

lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 

432-837-2621 to make an ap-

pointment.  

Hike with Homeless Dogs,

9 a.m. to 10 a.m. every Thursday 

at the Davis Mountains State Park 

Interpretive Center in collabora-

tion with Grand Companions. For 

more information contact Charlie 

Ewing at 432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine,

noon to 1 p.m., first and third 

Wednesdays at the American 

Legion. 

VFW Post 7207, 7 p.m., fi rst 

Wednesday of each month at 

605 E. Ave F. All members are 

welcome. 

Meet Ollie!
Ollie and his sibling 

Pip were abandoned 
at the only home they 
knew when their owner 
left without them in 
early November. Ollie 
was more concerned 
about being at the shel-
ter than his brother. Pip 
took it in stride, but 
Ollie felt sad and inse-
cure for the first week, 
and then he gradually 
accepted that things 
would be alright.

He likes to go out 
in the yard with his 
brother and has done 
fantastic with a small 
dog introduction. He 
is working on his leash 
walking skills, is treat-
motivated,  and is  a 
fast learner, so getting 
him caught up on com-
mands should not be an 
issue.

The  she l t e r  s t a f f 
loves how sweet and 
kind he is. He loves 
pets and hugs! Ollie 
i s  neutered ,  micro-
chipped, vaccinated, 
and ready for his new 
home.

Meet Ollie at the Al-
pine Animal Services 

Shelter, 2900 Old Mar-
athon Hwy.

Alpine Animal Ser-
vices  can help  you 
with your New Year’s 
resolutions. Consider 
volunteering to walk 
dogs, play with puppies 
in the yard, or interact 
with the cats. Thirty 
minutes of your day 
can make a huge differ-
ence to the shelter and 
the animals.

Call  432-837-2532 
to donate, foster,  or 
volunteer for the Al-
pine Humane Society. 
Suppor t  the  Alp ine 
Humane Society Thrift 
Store and Cattery with 
donated furnishings, 
décor, and household 
goods. It will soon be 
time for kitten fosters; 
we provide supplies 
and support, so come in 
and sign up to be a fos-
ter at the Thrift Store.

Pet promotions are 
courtesy of the Alpine 
Humane Society. Al-
pine Animal Services 
h a n d l e s  p e t  a d o p -
tions at the city shel-
ter, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
seven days a week at 

2900 E. Old Marathon 

Highway. For informa-

tion about shelter pet 

adoptions, cremation 

services, or lost/found 

pets, call the shelter at 

432-837-9030. If you 

find a stray or injured 

pet, contact the Alpine 

Police Department at 

432-837-3486 to dis-

patch an Animal Con-

trol Officer.
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If you 

could live 

anywhere, 

where 

would

it be?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Kealan Carter:
Odessa

Amanda Lujan:
I’d love to live in Hawaii 

if we’re talking about 
a dream place. But in 

reality, I’d like to live in 
south Texas to be closer 

to my sister.

Geoff  Avery:
I don’t live here, but if I did, 

I wouldn’t move.

Gloria Luz:
For the winter, the 

Florida Keys, and in 
the summer, Billings, 

Montana.

Rosco Ramirez:
Alpine’s the only place I 

ever want to live.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS 

TEXAS ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE 

REPORT

The Terlingua Common School District will 

hold a public hearing at the Big Bend High 

School Meeting Room 

in Terlingua, TX on January 22, 2025 at 

5:00PM. The purpose of the hearing is to

discuss the school district's Texas Academic 

Performance Report for the 

2023-2024 school year.

Public participation in the discussion is invited. 

The report can be accessed 

on the TEA website:

https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/perfreport/

tapr/2024/index.html

Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

COCINERO: Beef•Chicken•Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl•Jalapeno and 

Cilantro Soup•Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with 

Onion Jam and Pico de Gallo•Bacon Wrapped 

Asparagus•Tumbleweed Onion Rings with Spicy 

Serrano Ketchup•Alpine Black Bean & Chicken 

Nachos 
---------

CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a 

Kaiser Roll•Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with 

Cream Cheese, Corn and Peppers Carne Asada 

with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas•Chicken Caesar 

Wrap with Hand Cut Fries•Tenderloin Tacos with 

Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce•Grilled Chicken 

Breast topped with Mango Chutney 
---------

SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

(Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup 

Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup 

1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant 
Guide

$6 a week gets you a spot in our 
restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

Fort Davis Historical Society to host art show
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

The Fort Davis Histori-
cal Society will host its 
second annual art show 
and sale beginning March 
1. The show will run 
through Saturday, April 26 
and the theme is “Jeff  Da-
vis County Images.”

Show participants must 
create and present their 
pieces that include de-
pictions of landscapes, 
animals, plants, people, 
structures, and still lives 
of everything Jeff Davis 
County.

The show will be held 
at the Overland Trail Mu-
seum at 511 N. Fort St. in 
Fort Davis.

Take-ins will occur on 
Wednesday, February 26, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A reception for the show 
and sale will be held on 
Saturday, March 1, from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m.

Artwork may be picked 
up on Wednesday, April 
30, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Any questions may be 
addressed to Margie Mill-
sapps, Curator at 432-940-

1530.
Participants may enter 

up to two entries, with 
additional work being ac-
cepted depending on the 
space available.

Regulations for the show 
include the following:

Originality: Photo refer-
ences are allowed if per-
mission is granted for pho-
tos taken by others.

Work on paper must be 
framed and must be for 
sale. All artists will be paid 
at the end of the show. A 
20% commission will go 
to the Fort Davis Histori-
cal Society for the sale of 
the artwork.

Table easels will be pro-
vided for the artists, and 
the FDHS reserves the 
right to refuse entries that 
are obscene, controversial, 
or in bad taste.

No Photos or Prints will 
be accepted. No artwork 
from the previous FDHS 
art show will be accepted.

Paintings must remain 
in the Gallery for the en-
tire length of the show un-
less sold. The artist, buyer, 
or designated agent re-
moving artwork at the end 

of the show must initial a 
checkout sheet.

Artwork should not ex-
ceed 30”x30” in height or 
width with prior approval 
by the curator-not includ-
ing frame and mat.

All work on paper 
MUST be framed.

The FDHS will not be 
liable for any damages 
before, during, or after the 
exhibit. Artwork that ad-
heres to the above guide-
lines will be accepted. 
Artists should be aware 
that the Society reserves 
the right to reject any entry 
that is controversial, ob-
scene, or in bad taste.

www.alpine

avalanche.com

PET OF THE WEEK

ARE YOU ADVERTISING?

To grow your business, you must increase

YOUR VISIBILITY.

To advertise, call us at

979-732-2304

Colorado CountyThe

Citizen
to advertise, call us at

432.837.3334
Alpine Avalanche

www.vatory.org/visitors/programs
www.aa-intergroup.org
www.rale.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.avalanche.com
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/perfreport
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL 
BE HELD AT THE FOLLOWING MEETING DATES AND TIMES:

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING ON JANUARY 27, 2024, AT 5:30 P.M.

CITY COUNCIL MEETING ON FEBRUARY 4, 2024, AT 5:30 P.M

THE PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING 
ITEMS:

SPECIAL USE PERMIT 2025-01-02: APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO 
AUTHORIZE THE APPLICANT, ALPINE VELOCITY OPS LLC, DBA VELOCITY #19, 
TO OBTAIN A WINE AND MALT BEVERAGE RETAIL DEALER’S OFF-PREMISE (BQ) 
PERMIT FROM THE TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION. THE SUBJECT 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT 1500 W. US 90. THE PROPERTY OWNER OF RECORD 
IS CO JONES ENTERPRISES LLC. THE PARCEL ID OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS 
11321. THE CURRENT ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS 
C-1A NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL DISTRICT AND WILL REMAIN THE SAME IF 
THE APPLICATION IS APPROVED. 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT 2025-01-03: APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO 
AUTHORIZE THE APPLICANT, ALPINE VELOCITY OPS LLC, DBA VELOCITY #18, 
TO OBTAIN A WINE AND MALT BEVERAGE RETAIL DEALER’S OFF-PREMISE (BQ) 
PERMIT FROM THE TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION. THE SUBJECT 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT 610 W HOLLAND AVENUE. THE PROPERTY OWNER OF 
RECORD IS SONOQUI LEONARDO AND MORGAN. THE PARCEL ID OF THE SUBJECT 
PROPERTY IS 12360. THE CURRENT ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF THE SUBJECT 
PROPERTY IS C-2 BUSINESS DISTRICT AND WILL REMAIN THE SAME IF THE 
APPLICATION IS APPROVED. 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT 2025-01-04: APPLICANT, ALPINE HARRYS, LLC, IS 
REQUESTING THE PERMIT BE ISSUED TO OBTAIN A WINE AND MALT BEVERAGE 
RETAIL DEALER’S ON-PREMISE PERMIT (BG) AND LATE HOURS CERTIFICATE 
(LH) FROM THE TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION. THE SUBJECT 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT 412 E. HOLLAND AVENUE. THE PROPERTY OWNER OF 
RECORD IS MOIS HARRY AND LANG ALOIS AND CLAUDIA. THE PARCEL ID OF THE 
SUBJECT PROPERTY IS 12335. THE CURRENT ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
SUBJECT PROPERTY IS C-2 BUSINESS DISTRICT AND WILL REMAIN THE SAME IF 
THE APPLICATION IS APPROVED.

ALL PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD AT CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED 

AT 803 WEST HOLLAND AVENUE TO HEAR CITIZEN VIEWS AND COMMENTS 
CONCERNING THE PROPOSED APPLICATIONS. COPIES OF THE APPLICATIONS ARE 
AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL, 100. N 13TH STREET, BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8:00 A.M. 
AND 12:00 P.M. AND 1:00 P.M. AND 5:00 P.M. MONDAY TO FRIDAY. QUESTIONS MAY 
BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY AT CITY.SECRETARY@
CITYOFALPINE.COM OR AT (432) 837-3301, OPTION 1.

gal requirements. 
Specifically, the cor-

rections account for (1) 
The results of the state-
wide election approving 
constitutional amend-
ments, including adjust-
ments to tax rate com-
pression and increased 
homestead exemptions, 
and (2) Errors in math-
ematical computations 
aff ecting tax limitations 
for eligible homeown-
ers.

Following these cor-
rections, the tax asses-
sor-collector will issue 
refunds to aff ected prop-
erty owners within 60 
days of the order, which 
would fall around the 
fi rst of March. 

The refund amounts 
will represent the diff er-
ence between the taxes 
initially paid and the 
adjusted tax liability. 
Property owners do not 
need to apply for these 
refunds, as they will be 
processed automatically 
in compliance with the 
Texas Tax Code.

 Henington provided 
further insight into the 
range of refund amounts, 
emphasizing the varia-
tion residents can ex-
pect.

“It’s all  over the 
board,” he said when 
asked about the average 
refund. “Some as high as 
$3,000, some as low as 
$300.”

AISD’s  Board of 
Trustees had passed a 
December resolution 
ordering similar correc-
tions to its tax roll. The 
resolution acknowledged 
the appraisal district 
vendor’s programming 
error and supported the 
motion to correct the tax 
roll. 

The school district’s 
resolution authorized the 
adjustments and refunds, 
ensuring the integrity of 
its tax practices while 
addressing the overpay-
ment issue.

In June 2024, the Al-
pine ISD Board of Trust-
ees approved a budget 
with a $135,000 defi cit, 
extending the “persis-
tent underfunding” of 
schools by the State of 
Texas, stated AISD Su-
perintendent Michelle 
Rinehart, who high-
lighted the compound-

ing challenges this un-
derfunding presents, 
stating: 

“Current projections 
show no increase in 
state funding to Alpine 
ISD to off set these loss-
es, meaning these losses 
are projected to incur 
an additional defi cit for 
the school district,” said 
Rinehart. “This [tax er-
ror] is an approximate 
2.5% decrease in our 
budgeted revenue for the 
year on an already defi -
cit budget.”

She added that both 
Brewster County Ap-
praisal District and 
Brewster County are in-
vestigating whether their 
errors and omissions in-
surance will cover these 
losses to Alpine ISD, as 
the fi nancial losses stem 
from mistakes within 
the appraisal district and 
Brewster County, not 
Alpine ISD.

In the last six months, 
Alpine ISD has imple-
mented a comprehensive 
plan to boost revenue, 
with the goal of enhanc-
ing staff compensation 
and student services. 

It’s worth noting that 
Alpine ISD is one of 
the most underfunded 
districts in Texas, rank-
ing in the lowest 2% 
for funding per student 
need, according to the 
Texas Education Agen-
cy.

“These revenue-gen-
eration strategies have 
worked,” said Rine-
hart. “So far, we have 
increased our funding 
by $300,000+ over the 
last six months. How-
ever, this mistake thrust 
an unexpected fi nancial 
loss on our district, es-
sentially wiping out 
those revenue gains. 

“This has undercut 
our ability to increase 
staff  compensation mid-
year, resulting in, for 
example, no Alpine ISD 
staff  members receiving 
a December retention 
stipend for the fi rst time 
in a few years.”

The commissioner’s 
court’s order ensures 
compliance with the 
Texas Tax Code, which 
mandates corrections 
and refunds for tax roll 
errors that reduce tax-
payer liability. 

The corrections will 
also refl ect the changes 
approved during the 88th 

Legislature’s Second 
Called Session, which 
expanded tax relief for 
qualifying homeowners.

The  to ta l  r e fund 
amount ,  capped a t 
$264,896.37, will be 
drawn from AISD’s tax 
collections for 2023. 

The Brewster County 
Tax Assessor-Collec-
tor’s offi  ce will oversee 
the refund process and 
provide necessary docu-
mentation to the court 
and the school district.

The approved order 
allows the tax assessor-
collector’s offi  ce to be-
gin processing refunds 
immediately. Property 
owners affected by the 
error can expect to re-
ceive their refunds in 
accordance with legal 
timelines.

For further inquiries, 
residents can contact the 
Brewster County Tax 
Assessor-Collector’s of-
fi ce or visit the AISD ad-
ministration for updates 
on the refund process.

Despite an ongoing 
budget deficit and the 
pressures of state under-
funding, Alpine ISD has 
been working diligently 
to ensure that these set-
backs do not further 
impact its students and 
staff . 

The district has been 
proactively pursuing av-
enues to recover from 
this unexpected fi nancial 
burden as it navigates 
the complexities of ad-
dressing these challeng-
es without compromis-
ing its commitment to 
educational excellence.

“This is a frustrating 
fi nancial blow for Alpine 
ISD and its staff  to bear, 
especially when the 
ownership of this mis-
take lies completely out-
side our organization,” 
said Rinehart. “Alpine 
ISD remains committed 
to recouping these fi nan-
cial losses from Brews-
ter County Appraisal 
D i s t r i c t ,  B r e w s t e r 
County, or their insur-
ance companies so that 
Alpine ISD students and 
staff are not penalized 
for mistakes made out-
side the school district. 

“We’re committed to 
continued collaboration 
with the CAD and the 
county to these ends.”

ISD • FROM 1

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS
Property owners have certain rights that may reduce their property tax 

burden.

HOMEOWNERS

Property owners may claim their home as a residential homestead. The 

filing of this document is only necessary if the homeowner has changed 

homesteads since January 1, 2024, the appraisal district has requested 

an updated application, or the owner has become eligible for additional 

exemptions since last year. A copy of a current driver’s license must 

accompany the application. Homeowners may also defer the portion of the 

tax on their residence homestead if the value of the home was raised more 

than 5% above the previous year. Although the tax collection is deferred, 

interest continues to run on the unpaid portion of tax at a rate of 8% per 

annum and the deferred tax remains a lien on the property. To apply for the 

deferral, the owner should contact the appraisal district which appraised 

the property in question and complete an application.

DISABLED PERSONS

Persons who are disabled under Social Security law are entitled to additional 

exemptions on their residential homestead. Disabled applicants must 

apply with the appraisal district and furnish a determination letter from 

Social Security. Disabled persons receive all benefits on their home that are 

available to over 65 persons (see below)

PERSONS WHO ARE OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE-EXEMPTIONS AND 

DEFERRAL

Persons who are over 65 years of age or disabled persons may file for 

additional exemptions and a ceiling on school taxes for their residential 

homestead if they became 65 during 2024 or will be 65 during 2025. Over-

65 persons should apply for this exemption at the appraisal district office 

in their county. Over-65 persons are also eligible to defer paying the tax 

on their residential homestead if they wish. The taxes continue to accrue 

during the deferral plus interest, but no attempt will be made to force 

payment during the deferral. Details and an application may be obtained 

from any appraisal district or the State Comptroller.

DISABLED VETERANS-SURVIVING SPOUSES

Persons who have been declared disabled by the Veteran’s Administration 

are eligible for additional exemptions on property they own. The 

declaration letter from VA is mailed annually, but the appraisal district only 

needs a copy in the first year of eligibility or if the percentage of disability 

changes. In certain situations where the disabled vet is 100% disabled 

and unemployable, their homestead can be completely exempt. Surviving 

spouses of military and first responders killed in the line of duty may also 

qualify for this exemption. An annual reapplication for the 100% exemption 

may be required by the Chief Appraiser.

FARM AND RANCH OWNERS-WILDLIFE OPERATORS

Farmers and ranchers and other property owners may be entitled to receive 

an alternate method of appraisal determined by the typical income for 

properties in the county. This method is available to farms and ranches 

commercially raising crops or livestock or which are used as a wildlife 

habitat under State guidelines. An application for agricultural use value and 

additional information is available from your appraisal district. Re-filing is 

only necessary if requested to do so by the Chief Appraiser.

EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS

Exemption applications for all property tax exemptions including total 

exemptions for charitable, religious, and other total exemptions may 

be obtained from an appraisal district nearest you or through the State 

Comptroller’s Office at 1/800-252-9121 or from their website at http://

www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/02-forms.html

BUSINESS PERSONAL PROPERTY OWNERS

State law now requires the filing of a rendition declaring what types of 

business personal property that a person or company owns. Failure to file 

the rendition will result in a 10% penalty. If a fraudulent rendition is filed, 

a 50% penalty is mandated. A rendition can be obtained from the appraisal 

district office where the property is located. Deadline-April 15. A 30-day 

filing extension is available by written request.

AVAILABILITY OF ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS

Taxpayers may receive certain notices required by law from the local 

appraisal district in electronic format. Written agreements with the county 

appraisal district must be entered first, ensuring what electronic means of 

delivery are acceptable. If you are interested in receiving communications 

in electronic format, you should contact your local appraisal district 

to receive a form requesting electronic communications and how that 

communication should be transmitted.

PROTESTING PROPERTY VALUE

Taxpayers whose property value increases by at least $1000 will be mailed 

a reappraisal notice stating the proposed value. The taxpayer may file a 

protest of the value change by completing the protest form that will be 

included in the notice. An informal hearing will be available to taxpayers, 

and if not satisfied, the taxpayer may have a formal hearing before the 

Brewster County Appraisal Review Board.

If you have questions about any of these topics, please contact the Brewster 

County Appraisal District at 432-837-2558 or come by our office at 1604 

W Hwy 90, Alpine, Texas. Other information may also be available on the 

Comptroller’s website at comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/

www.cityofalpine.com
www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/02-forms.html
www.comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax
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Photos from the Alpine Avalanche Archives at Archives of the Big Bend, Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library and Portal of Texas.  

Dear Neil, I bought two 
yaupons (Skyward and 
Pride of Houston). I know 
that Pride of Houston is 
female (berry-produc-
ing). I just need to know 
if Skyward is male or fe-
male, so I’ll know wheth-
er to buy another for 
cross-pollination. Also, 
will Nellie R. Stevens hol-
lies cross-pollinate with 
yaupons?

To my other readers: 
Some hollies, including 
yaupons, bear their male 
and female flowers on 
separate plants. Therefore, 
you must know when you 
choose your plant whether 
you are getting a male or 
female plant if berries are 
a goal. Skyward is a rela-
tively new cultivar of yau-
pon, but I have not grown 
it. However, no wholesale 
growers list it as female, 
and several show it as male 
(unable to bear fruit). It will 
be a good pollinator for 
your Pride of Houston.

Nellie R. Stevens hol-
lies are an exception. They 
bear both male and female 
fl owers on every plant, so 
if you have good bee ac-
tivity while they bloom, 

you should have good fruit 
counts on every plant. I 
grow scores of Nellie R 
Stevens and also of many 
types of yaupons. I have 
never seen them cross-pol-
linate. They are somewhat 
distantly related, so they 
may not be compatible as 
parents. If you want gener-
ous supplies of berries, you 
might also look to Willow-
leaf, dwarf Burford, and 
Warren’s Red Possumhaw 
hollies. All will load their 
branches each winter.

Dear Neil, Do I need 
to pick off  my old pansy 
flowers after they fin-
ish blooming? Do they 
expend a lot of energy 
setting seeds, and if so, 

would this “deadhead-
ing” keep the plants more 
vigorous?

That was the case 30 
or 40 years ago when we 
grew primarily giant pan-
sies. More recent trends, 
however, have been toward 
small and mid-sized variet-
ies that produce many more 
fl owers per plant. They tend 
to fl ower much more heav-
ily, and new blooms are 
produced so quickly that the 
old fl owers are gone from 
sight as quickly as they wilt 
and fold. If they produce 
seeds, they’re certainly not 
slowing the plants down, at 
least not as long as we pro-
vide regular watering and 
feeding.

The one exception might 
be if you’re growing giant 
pansies in large patio pots, 
where the old fl owers show 
for several days after they 
fade. Pinching off  the old 
blooms as they wither and 
turn tan will keep things 
looking better.

Dear Neil, I’m going to 
be widening a walk and 
patio that are currently 
lined with Asian jasmine 
groundcover. Can I trans-

plant it like I do St. Au-
gustine?

No. The problem you’ll 
encounter is that it doesn’t 
form roots in the soil where 
its stems lie fl at against the 
ground, so it doesn’t make 
the equivalent of “sod” 
mats as it becomes dense. 
Since we’re in the winter, 
once the threat of extreme 
cold has passed by early 
February, you might try 
scalping the area you’ll be 
losing back to two or three 
inches. That will remove all 
the runners, and you’ll be 
able to see where the origi-
nal clumps were planted. 
You might be able to dig 
them with a sharpshooter 
spade and relocate them to 
your new location. Howev-
er, they may crumble apart 
if they’ve been where they 
are for several years. I re-
ally think you’d be best off  
preparing great garden soil 
for the new site and then 
buying a new 1-gal pot in 
the spring.

Have a question you’d 
like Neil to consider? E-
mail him at mailbag@
sperrygardens.com. Neil 
regrets that he cannot reply 
to questions individually.

Skyward yaupon not a good pollinator for some hollies

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG
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by Charley & Guy Orbison
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DOWN

  1  TX Buddy Holly

      tune: “____ On”

  5  Jack of sitcom “The

      Texas Wheelers”

  6  large birds raised on

      some Texas ranches

  7  Edwards Aquifer is

      the ___ source of

      drinking water for

      San Antonio

  8  TX Pride was 1971

      CMA ________  

      of the Year

16  Dallas Morning News

      banned these from

      front page in 1907

17  TXism: “he’s ___  __

      _____” (not alert)

21  TX Barbara Mandrell

      sang “If Loving You

      __ Wrong”

22  Olney hosts “One-

      Armed Dove ____”

23  TX rancher Chuck 

      Norris was _____-

      weight karate champ

24  TXism: “couldn’t 

      fi ght his way out of

      _  _____ bag”

29  TXism: “____ up 

      on” (study)

30  TX Lefty Frizzell hit:

      “Always ____ With

      Your Kisses”

31  Grapeland High

      class

32  big oil producer:

      East _____  _____

34  TX Buddy Holly hit:

      “Not ____ Away”

35  Nolan’s full initials

36  the Capitol was

      ________ in 1995

  1  former _____  ___

      _____ Base in

      Lubbock

  2  they’re in a “Joy”

      candy bar

  3  where Texas banks

      keep the dinero

  4  TXism: “never let

      ‘__  ___ you sweat”

  9  cattle _____-up

10  noted Texas chore-

      ographer, Tommy

11  Cowboys play in

      ___ Stadium

37  this Meredith was in

      1941 western “The Son

      of Davy Crockett”

38  TX Kite green stroke

39  fi lm “JFK” had this

      type of cast (2 wds.)

41  once a Bellview AM 

42  and the rest (abbr.)

43  crime or shopping _____

44  TXism: “he’s only got

      one ___  __ the water”

45  ___  Harvey Oswald

46  pronounced

      punishment

48  TX Patrick

      Mahomes, e.g.

49  actress Sorvino

50  camp bed

51  wonder

52  hallucinogenic

      drug (abbr.)
12  TX Vikki Carr hit: 

      “__ Must Be Him”

13  West Texas plains 

      tribes were these

14  cream of the crop

15  discourteous

18  this school beat A&M

      in 1993 and 1994

      Cotton Bowls (abbr.)

19  Texas outlaw Ringo

      sometimes rode with

      the ______ gang

20  TXism: “cold as a

      banker’s _____”

22  TX Bonnie & Clyde

      pulled ‘em  (2 wds.)

24  Austin band: Asleep

      __ The Wheel

25  Corpus Christi is 

      65 ___cent water

26  tree choppers

27  delicate hue

28  after football,

      Staubach worked

      in real ______ 

29  Texas garden crop

30  TXism: “____ up”

      (bed ridden)

33  Willie 1992 album: 

      “The ___ Tapes”

34  penalty point tries

      by the Mavs or

      Rockets (2 wds.)

35  expressed clearly

37  TXism: “spittin’

      image of”

38  French pronouncia-

      tion of Paris

40  TX Hagman show:

      “I _____ of Jeannie”

41  Andrews FM

44  Texas is number

      ___ in Fortune 500

      companies

47  overjoyed
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Last Puzzle

 Solution
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Sale ends 1/31/25
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The Alpine Lady Bucks 
varsity basketball team 
faced a demanding sched-
ule during the holiday 
break. They competed 
against tough opponents 
while preparing for the 
start of district play.

On December 20, the 
Lady Bucks traveled to 
Monahans for a non-dis-
trict matchup against the 
Loboes. Despite a deter-
mined effort, the Lady 
Bucks fell short, losing 
49-43 in a close contest. 

The game highlighted 
the team’s ability to com-
pete against strong teams, 
with Monahans holding 
them to a six-point defi cit.

The team then traveled 
to Lubbock to participate 
in the annual Caprock 
Classic Tournament, 
where they gained valu-
able experience against di-
verse opponents. The Lady 
Bucks played four games 
over the tournament, split-
ting their results with two 
wins and two losses.

The tournament began 
with a tough matchup 
against Trinity Christian, 
resulting in a 57-45 loss. 

Facing Trinity Christian, 
the Lady Bucks put forth 
a strong eff ort with 36 re-
bounds and 17 steals. Ad-
ditionally, they shot a solid 
60% from the free-throw 
line. However, their per-
formance wasn’t enough 
to overcome Trinity Chris-
tian’s fi repower in the 57-
45 defeat.

Grapevine Faith Chris-
tian handed the Lady 
Bucks another setback, 
defeating them 42-33. 

The game against 
Grapevine Faith Chris-
tian highlighted the Lady 
Bucks’ tenacity. They se-
cured 31 rebounds and 
15 steals. Despite their 
eff orts, the team fell short 

in the 42-33 loss, showing 
room for improvement in 
off ensive execution.

However, the Lady 
Bucks showed resilience 
and turned things around 
with a hard-fought 43-38 
victory against Reagan 
County. 

In the matchup, the 
Lady Bucks grabbed 35 
rebounds and demonstrat-
ed effi  ciency at the free-
throw line, shooting 58%. 

This combination of re-
bounding dominance and 
steady scoring at the stripe 
was pivotal in their narrow 
43-38 win.

Their tournament per-
formance concluded on a 
high note with a 51-40 win 
over McKinney Christian 
Academy, showcasing 
their defensive intensity 
and balanced scoring.

The Lady Bucks’ de-
fensive prowess led to an 
impressive 49 rebounds 
and 23 steals, controlling 
the boards and forcing 
turnovers that contributed 
signifi cantly to their 51-40 
victory.

Coach Taryn Johnson 
reflected on the Lady 
Bucks’ recent performanc-
es with a mix of candid-
ness and optimism.

“We went 2-2 during 
Caprock, and December 
was a struggle month for 

us,” she admitted. Ac-

knowledging her team’s 

challenges, she added, 

“We knew it was going to 

be hard.”

Returning from the tour-

nament, the Lady Bucks 

faced Kermit in an away 

game on January 3. De-

spite their eff orts, the team 

struggled off ensively and 

fell to the Yellow Jackets, 

54-34. 

Following the Lady 

Bucks’ loss to Kermit, 

Coach Johnson took a 

moment to refl ect on her 

team’s performance. Her 

absence on the sidelines 

may have contributed to 

the struggles, as the play-

ers seemed uncertain in 

their play. 

“We struggled against 

Kermit last Friday and, 

considering I wasn’t able 

to travel, they were just 

very unsure of them-

selves,” Johnson noted. 

She emphasized that the 

lack of confidence was 

evident in their execution, 

a challenge she hopes to 

overcome as they continue 

The Alpine Fightin’ 
Bucks varsity boys’ bas-
ketball team showed re-
markable resilience and 
skill through a series of 
challenging games, culmi-
nating in their triumphant 
performance at the Cap-
rock Classic Tournament 
and a standout start to the 
2025 season. 

From snapping a three-
game losing streak to 
securing the Consola-
tion Championship and 
honoring a key player’s 
milestone, the Bucks took 
charge as kings of the 
court.

December 20 marked 
a pivotal moment for the 
Fightin’ Bucks, who faced 
off  against Monahans in a 
high-stakes matchup aimed 
at halting their three-game 
losing streak. The Bucks, 
eager to end their slump 
during the Christmas 
break, traveled to Mona-
hans with victory in their 
hearts. 

The game progressed 
with both teams exchang-
ing leads, and the fi rst half 
ended in a tense 30-30 
deadlock. The intensity 

continued into the second 
half, where Alpine’s de-
fense became the corner-
stone of their strategy. 

Despite struggling from 
beyond the arc and at the 
free-throw line, the Bucks 
held Monahans to single-
digit scoring in both the 
third and fourth quarters. 
This defensive tenac-
ity kept the game within 
reach, leading to a nail-
biting overtime period.

In the end, Alpine out-
paced the Loboes with a 
55-51 win, snapping their 
losing streak and entering 
the holiday break on a high 
note. 

Junior Dae Hardwick 
was the standout perform-
er, scoring 29 points, grab-
bing six rebounds, four 
steals, and three assists. 

Ferris Daley also played 
a crucial role, contributing 
13 points, including a per-
fect 4-for-4 from the free-
throw line, alongside four 
rebounds. 

Head Coach Aaron 
Hardwick expressed his 
satisfaction with the team’s 
performance, stating, 
“It was a back-and-forth 
game, and it just felt like 
the team that was able to 
make one more play would 

win the ball game.
“We needed this in the 

worst way! Very proud of 
the kids’ toughness, grit, 
and composure throughout 
the ball game!”

Following Christmas, 
the Fightin’ Bucks headed 
to the Caprock Classic 
Tournament in Lubbock, 
where they navigated 
through four intense games 
to claim the Consolation 
Championship for the sec-
ond consecutive year. The 
tournament showcased 
the team’s depth, versatil-
ity, and unwavering team 
spirit.

The Bucks opened the 
tournament on December 
26 with a thrilling 54-51 
victory over Happy High 
School at Lubbock High 

School. 
After a strong start, lead-

ing 13-7 in the fi rst quarter, 
Alpine faced a resurgence 
from Happy, trailing 26-23 
by halftime. 

However, the Bucks re-
gained their momentum in 
the second half, increasing 
their tempo and tightening 
their defense, particularly 
in the fourth quarter. 

Hardwick and Isaiah 
Jimenez each scored 14 
points, while Zane Wash 
added 11 points and a cru-
cial block, leading Alpine 
to a hard-fought win.

“I felt like we caught 
our wind and got our legs 
back underneath us after 
the long trip,” said Coach 
Hardwick. “The tempo 
and the pace of the game 

picked up tremendously, 

which is what we like. We 

didn’t shoot it all that well, 

but we defended well, es-

pecially in the fi rst—seven 

points scored against—and 

fourth—nine points scored 

against—quarters.”

On December 27, Alpine 

suited up for a rematch 

against the Slaton Tigers 

at Monterrey High School. 

Despite leading 14-9 after 

the fi rst quarter, the Bucks 

struggled with shooting 

efficiency and defensive 

lapses in the second and 

third quarters, ultimately 

falling 72-47. 

Hardwick’s 17 points 

were a highlight, and his 

first basket in the game 
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 Sports

See LADY BUCKS • 9

See FIGHTIN’  • 9

Fightin’ Bucks stay strong over break with key victories, tournament success

The Alpine Fightin’ Bucks brought home the Conso-
lation Championship trophy for the second year in a 
row at the Caprock Classic which began the day after 
Christmas in Lubbock.

Courtesy photo

BY KERRY LAIRD
Sports Editor

BY KERRY LAIRD
Sports Editor

Lady Buck Basketball Schedule 2024-2025
 JV V

Jan. 10: Tornillo, AWAY 5:00 6:30

Jan. 14: Presidio, HOME 5:00 6:30

Jan. 17: Anthony, AWAY 5:00 6:30

Jan. 21: Kermit, HOME 5:00 6:30

Jan. 24: Balmorhea, AWAY 5:00 6:30

Jan. 28: Tornillo, HOME 5:00 6:30

Jan. 31: Presidio, AWAY 5:00 6:30

Feb. 4: Anthony, HOME 5:00 6:30

Feb. 8: District Certifi cation

Feb. 10-11: Bi-District

Feb. 13-15: Area

Feb. 17-18: Regional Semifi nals

Feb. 20-22: Regional Finals/Optional Regional Tournament

Feb. 24-25: State Semifi nals
**Dates and times are subject to change.

Lady Bucks grit through challenging holiday stretch

Coach Taryn Johnson goes over strategy with the Lady 
Bucks varsity basketball team during tournament play 
in Lubbock

Courtesy photo

• COLD PRESS

• SMALL BATCH

• SMOOTHIES

• BOWLS

• JUICES

208 West Holland Avenue • Alpine •  Texas 79830 • (432) 386-0759

Monday-Saturday 7-6 • Sunday 10-4
Stop in or order online today!

JUICE BAR

Please contact your child's school to register.

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

#5 ALEC RAMOS#5 ALEC RAMOS

Alec is beginning to find his scoring touch! 
Ramos provided a huge lift off the bench 
for the Fightin’ Bucks, totalling 15 points 

while going 3-3 from the 3pt line!

Please contact us at admin@alpinemontessori.org
Or call us today at 432-837-2173

Discover Montessori Excellence 
in Your Backyard! 

Serving ages 3 to 12

Nestled in the heart of Big Bend 
among the mountains, our small, 

vibrant Montessori school offers a 
nurturing environment where children 
thrive through hands-on learning and 

invididualized attention.

FOR FAMILES:  Experience a child-
centered education that inspires 

curiosity, independence, and a life-long 
love of learning. Enroll now to give your 

child this gift of growth and discovery.

• FOR EDUCATORS: Join our dedicated 
team and make a lasting impact in 

supportive, rural community where 
your talents shine and children flourish.

908 N. 6th Street • Alpine, TX 79830
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AHS Powerlifting Schedule 
Jan. 18 @ Fort Stockton

Feb. 8 @ Kermit

Feb. 13 GLQ @ Wink

Feb. 20 BLQ @ Wink

March 2 Regional Girls

March 13-15 State Girls (Edinburgh)

March 22 State Boys (Abilene)

DISTRICT 4-3A GAMES
Jan. 10 Tornillo, AWAY 
9th 5:00 JV 6:30 V 8:00
Jan. 14 Presidio, HOME 9th**6:30 
JV **5:00 V 8:00
Jan. 17 Anthony, AWAY 9th 5:00 JV
6:30 V 8:00
Jan. 21 Kermit, HOME 
9th **6:30 JV **5:00 V 8:00

Jan. 24 OPEN

Jan. 28 Tornillo, HOME 

9th **6:30 JV **5:00 V 8:00

Jan. 31 Presidio, AWAY 

9th 5:00 JV 6:30 V 8:00

Feb. 4 Anthony, HOME 

9th **6:30 JV **5:00 V 8:00

Feb. 7 Kermit, AWAY 

9th  5:00 JV 6:30 V 8:00

Feb. 11 OPEN

Feb. 17-18 Bi-District

Feb. 24-28 Regional Semifi nals

Feb. 27-March 1 Regional Finals

March 3-4 State Semifi nals

March 6-8  State Finals

*Dates and times are subject to 

change. **Games played at Alpine 

Middle School

Fightin’ Buck Basketball Schedule 2024-2025

Location Varisty JV
Jan. 10 First Day of Practice   
Jan. 25 El Paso Riverside Scrimmage El Paso TBA TBA
Feb. 1 Midland Christian Scrimmage Midland TBA TBA
Feb. 8 Fort Stockton Scrimmage HOME 10 a.m. 12 p.m.
Feb. 11 Monahans Monahans 5 p.m. 7 p.m.
Feb 13-15 NFCA Tournament College Station TBA-varsity only 
Feb. 18 Andrews Andrews 5 p.m. 7 p.m.
Feb. 20-22 Monahans JV Tournament Monahans  TBA
Feb. 25 Fort Stockton Fort Stockton 5 p.m. 7 p.m.
Feb. 27-Mar. 1 Fox Tournament El Paso TBA-varsity only 
Mar. 4 Pecos Pecos  5 p.m. 7 p.m.
Mar. 7 Big Spring HOME 4 p.m. 6 p.m.
Mar. 8 Odessa High HOME 12 p.m. 2 p.m.
Mar. 11 Midland Legacy Midland 4 p.m. 6 p.m.
Mar. 14 Anthony Anthony 5 p.m. 7 p.m.
Mar. 15 Midland Christian Midland 12 p.m. 2 p.m.
Mar. 18 Presidio* HOME 5 p.m. 7 p.m.
Mar. 21 Colorado City Colorado City 5 p.m. 7 p.m.
Mar. 25 Tornillo* HOME 5 p.m. 7 p.m.
Mar. 28 Kermit* Kermit 5 p.m. 7 p.m.
Mar. 31 Anthony* HOME 5 p.m. 7 p.m.
April 4 Presidio* Presidio 5 p.m. 7 p.m.
April 8 BYE   
April 11 Tornillo* Tornillo 5 p.m. 7 p.m.
April 17 Kermit* HOME 5 p.m. 7 p.m.
April 24-26 Bi-District  TBA-varsity only 
May 1-3 Area  TBA-varsity only 
May 8-10 Regional Semi-Final  TBA-varsity only 
May 15-17 Regional Final  TBA-varsity only 
May 22-24 State Semi-Final  TBA-varsity only 
May 29-31 State Tournament  TBA-varsity only 

*District Play

Lady Bucks Softball Schedule

The Sul Ross Lobos 

(0-6 Lonestar Conference, 

1-10) took the court at the 

Gallego Center last Friday 

night to take on the Fal-

cons from the University 

of Texas Permian Basin 

(5-1 LSC, 9-3).

The fi rst few minutes of 

the game were a trade-off , 

with both the Lobos and 

Falcons putting points on 

the board. Lobo forward 

Tyler Jackson pulled off  a 

tough shot to tie the teams 

at 9-all early in the game 

before the Falcons would 

hit a 10-0 streak to put 

the Lobos at a disadvan-

tage they couldn’t recover 

from.
The high scorer for Sul 

Ross was Cam Clardy 
for the night, putting up 
24 points and was 8-of-
15 from the fl oor, 4-of-7 
from behind the arc, and 
4-of-four from the line. 
Also contributing to the 
Lobos’ scoring was Jack-
son with six, Bryce Har-
ris with six, and Cailean 
Ables with four.

 The Lobos were on 
point with three-pointers 
for the night, holding the 
Falcons to just 11.1%. 
They also had a strong 
free-throw game but were 
outmaneuvered by UTPB 
on rebounds, with the 
Falcons putting up 41 to 
SRSU’s 28. 

Turnovers were also an 
issue for the Lobos, with 
10 on the evening com-
pared to six from their 
opponents, resulting in 
the Falcons capitalizing 
on nine steals against Sul 
Ross’ three.

The Lobos dropped the 
fi rst game of 2025 to the 
Falcons 51-78 and faced 
Angelo State on Sunday, 
when they were also best-
ed by the Rams, 64-77.

Next up, the Lobo men 
hit the road to Lubbock to 
take on Lubbock Chris-
tian tonight at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Rip Griffin Cen-
ter, followed by a trip to 
Wichita Falls to challenge 
Midwestern State on Sat-
urday at 3 p.m.

Lobo men drop fi rst game of the year to Falcons

marked his achievement 
of surpassing 1,000 career 
points—a milestone cel-
ebrated by the team and 
fans alike.

“Although we didn’t 
play our best basketball 
for four quarters, you have 
to credit the other team for 
some of that,” commented 
Coach Hardwick.

Later that evening, the 
Bucks bounced back with 
a gritty 58-53 victory over 
Whitharral at Trinity High 
School. Alpine maintained 
a slim lead throughout the 
game and surged offen-
sively in the second half. 

Daley led the charge 
with 18 points and fi ve re-
bounds, while Hardwick 
added 11 points, eight re-
bounds, and six steals. 

Coach Hardwick praised 
the team’s resilience.

“I loved this game for 
our kids,” he said. “We did 
not hang our heads  from 
the last loss; instead, we 
learned from it and got 
right back to work! I was 
very proud of the energy 
being displayed from the 
bench. I’m very proud of 
this group and feel like we 
took a major step forward 
as a ball club!” 

In the consolation cham-
pionship game on Decem-
ber 28, Alpine faced Mor-
ton at Cooper High School. 
The Bucks’ swarming de-
fense and effi  cient off ense 
led to a commanding 57-
40 win. 

Hardwick’s all-around 
performance, with 17 
points, 10 rebounds, and 
eight steals, earned him 
a spot on the All-Tourna-
ment Team. 

Ferris Daley and Isaiah 

Jimenez also contributed 
double-digit points, so-
lidifying the Bucks’ domi-
nance in the tournament. 

“All in all, this tourna-
ment was really good for 
us,” said Coach Hardwick. 
“We proved a lot to our-
selves and are beginning 
to ascend as a ball club. I 
am extremely proud of this 
group and everything we 
accomplished.”

Bucks beat Badgers 

The team returned 
home with the Consola-
tion Championship title, 
ready to honor Hardwick’s 
1,000-point milestone be-
fore their next game.

The new year began on 
a high note for the Fightin’ 
Bucks, who returned home 
after weeks on the road to 
face the McCamey Bad-
gers on Friday, January 3, 
in the hallowed confi nes of 
the “Buck Dome.” 

The game was particu-
larly special as Hardwick 
was honored for surpassing 
1,000 career points, a testa-
ment to his dedication and 
skill as a student-athlete.

The Bucks, entering the 
new year at 8-5, wasted no 
time asserting themselves, 
jumping out to a quick 
lead. 

In the second period, Al-
pine’s defense tightened, 
limiting McCamey to just 
six points while shooting 
an effi  cient 50% from the 
field and capitalizing on 
free throws. This defen-
sive intensity launched the 
Bucks to a halftime lead of 
31-19.

The second half saw Al-
pine’s off ensive effi  ciency 
soar. The team shot 56% in 
the third quarter and an im-
pressive 61% in the fourth, 

including fi ve second-half 
three-pointers. 

Junior guard Alec Ra-
mos was instrumental, hit-
ting three of those threes 
and scoring 15 points, 
along with three rebounds 
and two assists. 

Daley led all scorers 
with 18 points, hitting 7 
of his 13 shots, including 
three three-pointers. 

Wash contributed 12 
points, four rebounds, and 
two blocks. In comparison, 
Hardwick showcased his 
versatility with 7 points, 
10 rebounds, and 10 as-
sists—a triple-double per-
formance that highlighted 
his all-around impact on 
the game.

McCamey, a well-
coached team with strong 
district prospects, couldn’t 
keep pace with the Bucks’ 
balanced attack. 

Moving forward, Alpine 
traveled to Buena Vista on 
January 7. The Avalanche 
will provide coverage of 
the Buena Vista game in 
next week’s edition. The 
team begins district play 
against Tornillo in an away 
game on Friday, January 
10, at 8 p.m., looking to 
claim their position as a 
formidable force in Dis-
trict 4-3A. The Bucks’ fi rst 
district game at home will 
take place Tuesday, Janu-
ary 14, against Presidio at 
8 p.m.

“It was good to have 
several players step up 
and contribute to this 
win,” he said. “These 
young men are genuinely 
excited for each other’s 
success on and off the 
court. This was a true 
team win, and we couldn’t 
be more excited at the di-
rection we are headed in!”

FIGHTIN’ • FROM 8

to push forward.
The game was a final 

tune-up before the Lady 
Bucks embarked on their 
district campaign. Despite 
the ups and downs, the 
Lady Bucks are poised to 
take the lessons from their 
tough schedule into district 
play, determined to grow 
stronger as the season pro-
gresses.

Looking ahead, the girls’ 
varsity basketball team 
will travel to Buena Vista 
for a game on Tuesday, 
January 7. The results will 
be covered in next week’s 

Avalanche. 
As the Lady Bucks 

prepared to face Buena 
Vista, Coach Johnson was 
focused on getting her 
team back on track after 
the break’s challenging 
games. The goal is to re-
build their confi dence and 
refocus on the fundamen-
tals. 

“We are trying to get 
back going in the right di-
rection versus Buena Vis-
ta,” she said. “Just taking it 
one day at a time and try-
ing to build us back up.” 

With a steady approach 
and a commitment to im-
provement, she remains 

hopeful that the team can 

start turning things around 

and regain momentum.

District play kicks off  

with an away game against 

Tornillo at 6:30 p.m. on 

Friday, January 10. The 

team will then host Presi-

dio for their fi rst home dis-

trict game at 6:30 p.m. on 

Tuesday, January 14.

Transitioning into dis-

trict competition, the Lady 

Bucks hope to build on the 

lessons learned over the 

holiday stretch and chan-

nel their tournament suc-

cesses into victories.

LADY BUCKS • FROM 8

The Sul Ross State 
University women’s bas-
ketball team met the Fal-
cons of the University of 
Texas Permian Basin last 
Friday night at the Gal-
lego Center.

The Lobos would lead 
early on with a fast break 
from TaMaiya Mims, 
making the score 5-2 in 
the fi rst couple of min-
utes of the game.

The lead was short-
lived, however, when a 
9-0 run by the Falcons 
quickly turned the tide, 
leaving the Lobos behind 
20-8 with four minutes to 
go. The Lobos were not 
going to sit idly by.

Sophiya Bustillos 

knocked down a 3-point-
er that would close the 
gap to 20-15 with just 
under two minutes left 
on the clock.

Unfortunately, the Fal-
cons would score the last 
five points in the first 
quarter, sealing the fate 
of the Lobos.

Cheyanne Bonilla 
would lead the Lobos 
with 15 points, followed 
by Mims and Melody 
Martinez with nine, and 
Victoria Aguayo would 
add eight to the total. 
The Lobos would fall to 
the Falcons 50-79.

Next up for Sul Ross 
was the contest against 
Angelo State on Saturday 
afternoon.

Early in the fi rst quar-
ter, the Rams exhibited 

their strengths, leading 
33-13 over Sul Ross go-
ing into the second pe-
riod.

The Lobos would add 
11 more points in the sec-
ond but trailed the Rams 
24-53 at the half. On the 
return, both teams were 
evenly matched on the 
boards, hitting 14 buck-
ets before Angelo State 
would again hit a streak 
in the fi nal period, add-
ing 25 points to their to-
tal over Sul Ross’ 11, and 
taking the win 49-92. 

The Lady Lobos are 
currently 1-6 in the Lon-
estar Conference and 2-9 
on the season before they 
take on Lubbock Chris-
tian tonight at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by a trip to 
Midwestern on Saturday.

Lady Lobos taken down by Falcons
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

www.alpineavalanche.com
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Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

PUBLIC NOTICE 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 

ROAD MATERIALS 

RFP 2024-12-01 

The City of Alpine is soliciting Request for Proposals for Road Materials. 

The complete Request for Proposal (RFP) may be viewed on the city 

website at www.cityofalpine.com/bids.  

Sealed proposals are due to the Office of the City Secretary by 4:00 p.m. 

on Monday, January 20, 2025. To be considered, the sealed proposal 

must address each of the requests for information in the Summary of 

Qualifications section. Proposals should be clearly marked “SEALED 

RFP ROAD MATERIAL 2024-12-01 – TO BE OPENED MONDAY, 

JANUARY 20, 2025, AT 4:00 P.M.” and mailed or hand-delivered to the 

address below: 

City of Alpine 

City Secretary 

100 N. 13th St 

Alpine, Texas 79830 

Questions regarding this project may be directed to the Director of 

Public Works, Eddie Molinar, at eddie.molinar@ci.alpine.tx.us. Any 

questions or concerns must be addressed in writing by the deadline to 

submit additional written questions as of 5:00 p.m. on January 10, 2025. 

No further inquiries will be accepted a�er the deadline. The tentative 

award date for this project is February 4, 2025.  

www.cityofalpine.com/bids
www.alpineavalanche.com


 

Mobile homes 
and spaces. Close 
to Sul Ross Uni-
versity.  Frontier 
Mobile Home 
Village. 1102 N. 
9th St. trailer #35 
Alpine.  Call 432-
837-2736   

FOR RENT/LEASE 

2/2 with home 
offi  ce; $1300, 
$600 deposit.  
811 N. 7th, 
Alpine.  bigbend-
woman@gmail.
com 

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539 

For Rent - 604 E. 
Ave. E, 2 bed-
room and 1 bath.  
432-837-3503 

3 bedroom, 2 
bath for rent.  
Large backyard 
with deck and 

amazing views.  
Call 432-386-
3965 

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fi ll the night 
audit.  Excellent 
pay and benefi ts.  
Please apply in 
person at 2607 
West Highway 
90.

Help Wanted – 
Alpine Public 
Library is looking 
for a Children’s 
Librarian.  Re-
sponsibilities 
include planning 
and implement-
ing children’s 
programs, shar-
ing enjoyment 
of children’s 
literature and 
learning with 
children, and 

provide friendly, 

helpful, eff ective, 

and effi  cient ac-

cess to materials 

and information, 

both print and 

electronic, for 

children, their 

families, and 

their caregiv-

ers.  For more 

information call 

the library at 

432-837-2621, 

extension 5.  

WANT TO BUY

I buy cast iron 

skillets please 

text or call 512-

963-7533. 

SERVICES

Antique Depot 

Upholstery – 

Marathon, Tx.  

Call 432-386-

4342 or 432-386-

2928
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Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your ad the fi rst day of pub-

lication. We are only responsible for the fi rst incorrect 

insertion of any ad. Publisher’s liability for damages re-

sulting from errors in any advertising that it has agreed to 

publish shall be limited to the amount actually received 

by the publisher in consideration for its agreement to 

publish the advertisement in question. It shall not be 

responsible for any consequential damages suff ered by 

any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due in the offi  ce by 12:00 

(noon) on Tuesday.

HOURS- You may place your ad in person at 704 E. 

Holland, Alpine, TX 79830 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call 432-

837-3334.

CANCELLATIONS - All ads may be cancelled for the 

next publication until 12:00 (noon) on the Monday be-

fore publication.

ACCEPTANCE - The publisher wants to do everything 

that is possible within the confi nes of good taste and 

legal constraints to help you advertise your product or 

service to the best advantage. We reserve the right to 

edit or reject any copy or insertion that does not meet 

our standards of acceptance. The Alpine Avalanche does 

not run ads for anyone whose balance on previous ads is 

not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads must be paid in ad-

vance.

EMAIL - Send your Classifi ed Ads to the Al-

pine Avalanche by email at shelley.maroney

@alpineavalanche.com.

HELP WANTED WANT TO BUYMOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812
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 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, 

 Alpine Location 

Now Hiring

Looking for a career, Village Farms is Hiring! 

Regional Compliance Manager 

This position will supervise, train and help regulate 

Regulatory Compliance programs in our Marfa and 
Fort Davis facilities. 

Requirements: 
• Conduct/Manage Food Safety audits 

• Quality inspections to ensure product meets                

• Conduct/manage tests on surfaces, product,      
   packaging, etc.

• Conduct food safety and quality training with      
   supervisors and employees to assure             
   program success 

• Maintain various documents, SOPs and reports

This position is generally M-F 8-5  
Must have some managerial/supervisory experience  
Ability to organize and prioritize to meet deadlines 

 
Bilingual in English/Spanish required  

Bachelor’s degree or higher preferred (can be 
replaced for experience)  

Reliable Transportation as travel between sites is 
required

Please send resumes to:  
ebaeza@villagefarms.com 

Or call 432-729-3071 Ext. 607 
to inquire

We are seeking a highly skilled and experienced Master 

Electrician to join our team in Marfa and FT Davis.

Responsibilities:

• Install, maintain, and repair electrical systems

• Conduct routine inspections and maintenance     

   on electrical systems to ensure compliance with 

   safety regulations

• Read blueprints and schematics to identify

   electrical systems and locate faults

• Ensure all electrical work is done in accordance 

   with the National Electric Code (NEC).

• Train and lead teams performing electrical    

   system work

• Master Electrician License for the State of Texas 

  (Required)

• Strong problem-solving skills and attention to    

   detail

• Ability to read and interpret electrical schematics 

  and blueprints

• Experience with electrical troubleshooting and 

   repair

• Strong technical background and excellent   

   problem-solving skills

• Bilingual English/Spanish preferred

Please send resumes to ebaeza@villagefarms.com

or call 432-729-3071 ext. 607 to inquire

Community 

Forward
Trusted since 1891

Locally owned

704 E Holland Ave, Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

Thank you to these Businesses for 
having Your Local Paper available:

Celebration Liquors

KC's Quickmart

G AUTOMOTIVE

Lost Alaskan RV

AMIGOS
CONVENIENCE

STORE

704 East Holland | Alpine, Texas 79831 | Phone: 432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

Big Bend Resort & Adventures

HIGHLAND DRUG

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.avalanche.com
www.avalanche.com
www.avalanche.com


 

have made our parks more 
accessible to all visitors, and 
we hope these improvements 
will be enjoyed by visitors 
for many years to come.”

Park staff  across the state 
identifi ed the projects. Many 
provide additional accessibil-
ity options for visitors with 
disabilities, including all-ter-
rain wheelchairs, wheelchair-
accessible kayak launches, 
viewing scopes with correc-
tive lenses for color blind-
ness, and even a braille trail 
in East Texas. 

“The fact that so many 
park superintendents picked 
accessibility-related projects 
demonstrates the need and 
our commitment to improv-
ing access in our parks,” said 
Jessica Burke, accessibil-
ity manager for the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD). “About one 
in four adults in Texas have 
a disability, and while we 
are working to ensure our 

park infrastructure meets 
ADA requirements, these 
extra donations provide 
more thoughtful amenities 
that enrich a visitor’s expe-
rience. We’re very grateful 
to all who donated to Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Founda-
tion’s Centennial Fundrais-
ing Campaign to make these 
projects possible.”

WEST TEXAS 
In West Texas, Texas 

Pacific Land Corpora-
tion helped fund all-terrain 
wheelchairs at Hueco Tanks 
State Park (SP) and Historic 
Site, telescopes and night vi-
sion goggles at Lake Colo-
rado City SP, water bottle 
fi lling stations at Big Spring 
SP and Monahans Sandhills 
SP, and bike repair stations 
at Franklin Mountains SP. 
BNSF Railway Foundation 
helped fund the bike repair 
stations at Franklin Moun-
tains SP and water bottle 
fi lling stations at Big Spring 
SP. Phillips 66 supported the 

project at Monahans Sand-
hills. Other West Texas park 
projects include a search and 
rescue UTV at Big Bend 
Ranch SP, astronomy equip-
ment at Davis Mountains SP 
and Devils River State Natu-
ral Area (SNA), and kayaks 
and related equipment at 
South Llano River SP. 

Besides the generous sup-
port of thousands of Texans 
and the foundations and cor-
porations mentioned above, 
major support for the centen-
nial fundraising campaign 
came from the Centennial 
Champions, a group of Tex-
as philanthropic leaders who 
understand the enduring sig-
nifi cance of our state parks. 
The Centennial Champions 
include the Fondren Founda-
tion, The John M. O’Quinn 
Foundation, The Elkins 
Foundation, The J.W. Couch 
Foundation, and The James 
A. “Buddy” Davidson Char-
itable Foundation. Thanks 
to their generous support, 
all donations were matched 

dollar-for-dollar, doubling 
the impact of each and every 
gift. 

“There were so many 
wonderful moments to cher-
ish from the centennial cel-
ebration of our parks, and 
the many contributors to this 
campaign exemplify the very 
best of our park supporters,” 
said Texas State Park Direc-
tor Rodney Franklin. “The 
generous support of park 
lovers who funded these im-
pactful projects will be felt 
by all who love our parks for 
years and decades to come.”

Since 1991, the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Founda-
tion has raised and invested 
more than $250 million to 
advance Texas’ proud out-
door traditions and conserve 
our state’s lands, waters, and 
wildlife. Our vision is for 
all Texans to have access to 
our state’s wild things and 
wild places, both now and 
for generations to come. For 
more information, please 
visit www.tpwf.org.

CENTENNIAL • FROM 1

into the health of our en-

vironment. However, you 
don’t have to be a scientist 
to appreciate the complex-
ity of Earth’s ecosystems or 

conduct research to make a 
difference. Just gather un-
derneath the Milky Way 
for a conversation about a 

brilliant little owl, and what 
starts as a small fl ame can be 
stoked into something much 
bigger and brighter.

OWL • FROM 1

Pastor Reidling Coleman

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133
Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas
www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.
432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280
Pastor Stephen White

 Latter-Day Saints
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego
Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449
Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St
http://bigbenduu.org 

MESSIANIC
Hebraic Roots Aviv Fellowship 

Shabbat 12 Noon Saturday 
Chaplain’s Garvin & Stephanie Shiflet 
51160 TX-118 South, (432) 371-2999

HebraicRootsAvivFellowship.org

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822
Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL
Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday
1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 
Laura Belkin, 729-3063 
6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH
Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AIThis Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

FORT DAVIS  |  ALPINE  |  PRESIDIO

WWW.MAVERICK.BANK  |  (432) 837-1888

Congregation B’nai Zion El Paso, an independent congregation following 
Conservative movement practices, is pleased to announce outreach to
individuals in the Big Bend interested in Jewish experience Judaism. 

Services are available in person or live stream. 
Interested persons may contact our local representative at

(432) 664-8619 or visit our website congregationbnaizion.org 

Ephesians 4: 31-32

In the midst of Christmastide, we reflect on 
Christ’s birth from Joseph’s perspective. The Gos-
pel appointed for the First Sunday after Christmas 
is from Matthew Chapter One. It features the first 
of four different communications from the Lord 
through angels.   Here, verse 18 begins by exam-
ining the situation surrounding Joseph’s reaction 
to Mary’s pregnancy. As a just man, Joseph was 
committed to the Law and was troubled upon 
discovering Mary’s pregnancy. He initially consid-
ered divorcing her quietly to avoid public shame. 
However, God intervened through an angel, who 
reassured Joseph and commanded him to take 
Mary as his wife, as her child was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit. The angel also told Joseph to 
name the child Jesus (meaning “God saves”) be-
cause He would save His people from their sins.

This announcement directly links Jesus to the 
Old Testament prophecies, particularly Isaiah 
7:14, which foretold that a virgin would con-
ceive and bear a son named Emmanuel, meaning 
“God with us.” The angel clarifies the apparent 
confusion, explaining that Jesus’ name refers to 
His mission as the Savior, while Emmanuel is a 
title that reflects His divine nature. Thus, Jesus 
is both fully God and fully man, bridging the gap 

between humanity and God.
Joseph’s response to this divine message is 

a model of faithfulness and obedience. Despite 
the potential scandal and misunderstanding that 
would follow, he obeyed God’s command, taking 
Mary as his wife and accepting the responsibil-
ity of raising Jesus. Joseph’s obedience, though 
simple, was profound and courageous, demon-
strating his trust in God’s plan despite the per-
sonal cost.

The reflection also draws parallels between 
Joseph and his ancestor, King David, highlight-
ing the importance of faithfulness and obedience 
to God. Like David, Joseph was a man of the Law 
whose life reflected a commitment to God’s will, 
even when it seemed perplexing or difficult.

As the Christmas season continues to unfold, 
Christians are invited to reflect on their own 
faithfulness. Just as Mary and Joseph exhib-
ited uncommon obedience to God’s calling in 
their ordinary lives, so too are Christians called 
to live with simple yet steadfast obedience to 
God’s word, proclaiming the redemption offered 
in Jesus Christ through both words and deeds. 
Amid holiday celebrations, this message reminds 
believers of their vocation to live out their faith 
with commitment and devotion, following the 
example of Mary and Joseph.
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BY WYATT BOUTWELL
Holy Cross Anglican Church

The simple obedience of Joseph
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111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Leif JarrellLeif Jarrell
In what activities did you participate in 
high school?
Graphic design for all four years and athletics 
for my freshman year. � 

Who was your favorite teacher/coach, 
and why?
�My graphic design teacher Mr.Grisham, 
because he’s pretty laid back and as long as 
you get your work done he’s pretty fun to 
be�around.

What was your favorite moment in the 
last four years?
The end of JR year to be honest.

What are your plans after high school?
�I plan to take a gap year and then go to 
college�for chemical engineering.

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.maverick.bank
www.tpwf.org
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.avivfellowship.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
www.congregationbnaizion.org
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating 

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

RYAN KINKADE

432-386-3296

P.O. BOX 1934

ALPINE, TX 79831

432-837-7179

BIGBENDCONCRETE@GMAIL.COM

CONCRETE

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BAIL BONDS

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

Family Owned & Operated

Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. 

Alpine • 432-837-7275

Towing Available • Estimates

Family Owned

Served Alpine Since 1995 •

WINDSHIELD AND AUTOMOTIVE CALIBRATION

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL

432-837-3334 OR 432-336-2281

BODY SHOP

DRY CLEANING

CLOCK REPAIR

Vacation or Staycation

Come Stay With Us!

403 N 8th St.‚ Alpine‚ TX | (432) 538-7032

www.alpinetxbnb.com | innkeeper@alpinetxbnb.com

BNB

FreedomFreedom
Bail BondsBail Bonds

FORT STOCKTONFORT STOCKTON

 Lauren O' Reilly- AGENT Lauren O' Reilly- AGENT

432-336-6670432-336-6670

ALPINEALPINE

David "Wacky" Pallanez- AGENTDavid "Wacky" Pallanez- AGENT

432-837-3293432-837-3293

24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards Accepted24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards Accepted

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

PCMH Clinics 
(432) 336-2291 (432) 336-2291 

or (432) 336-2058 

or (432) 336-0700or (432) 336-0700 

Family Care Center Walk-In Clinic 
(432) 336-4544 (432) 336-4544

HEALTH

1107 W. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-299-1323

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.alpinetxbnb.com
www.alpinepubliclibrary.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

TREATING TREATING 

YOURSELF YOURSELF 

TO NEW TO NEW 

CLIENTS?CLIENTS?

WE WE 

HAVEHAVE

YOU YOU 

COVERED!COVERED!

TRUCKING

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

PLUMBING

TIRES

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

432-336-3314
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

CAR RENTAL

To advertise your

business 

call 

 432-837-3334 or 

432-336-2281

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

We are local!
Now off ering 24-hour emergency services

Drain Unstops | Leak Detections
Sewer Camera Inspections | and More!

432-290-8511

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

REAL ESTATE

LIQUOR

704 W Holland Ave | Alpine, TX

(432) 837-7479

Drive Thru

SEPTIC SERVICES

MAC
 SEPTIC PORTA POTTIES

Rick McIvor
Owner/ Operator
325-812-5541

RickMcivor7@gmail.com
P.O. Box 640

 Fort Davis, TX 79734

ONLINE BOOKING| FAST & EASY| INSURANCE

432.244.4454

222 W DICKINSON BLVD | FORT STOCKTON

WWW.SMALLTOWNCARRENTAL.COM

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

CALL

432-837-3334
OR 432-336-2281

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestem.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.west.com
www.drillingbigbend.com
www.smalltowncarrental.com


 
Page 14 Alpine Avalanche Thursday, January 9, 2025

Embracing the Italian 
phrase bella vita, which 
means beautiful life, it is 
best to begin with the fi rst 
meal of the day: break-
fast. And what better way 
to do that than with a frit-
tata?

Frittatas are an Ital-
ian dish that resembles a 
cross between an omelet, 
a crust-less quiche, and 
scrambled eggs. Like all 
three of those egg-based 
delights, frittatas incor-
porate meats, vegetables, 
and cheese to bring a 
multitude of flavors to 
your breakfast table.

Frittatas are thought 
to have originated in the 
Mediterranean region 
and ancient Persia, where 
people ate kuku, an egg 
dish with herbs. The Ro-
mans also ate a similar 
dish that consisted of 
eggs, cheese, and veg-
etables, like the modern 
version we enjoy today. 

Eventually, this would 
make its way to Italy, 
where the word frittata 
means “to fry.” Frittatas 
were commonly made 
from leftovers in Italy 
and were often eaten as a 
snack.

Once this breakfast 
dish crossed the Atlantic, 
it became a main course 
in terms of its role in a 
meal and is enjoyed using 
various ingredients. If an 
ingredient can be mixed 
with scrambled eggs, it 

can appear in a frittata.
Many common combi-

nations include spinach, 
tomatoes, and onions; 
roasted red peppers and 
spinach; mushrooms and 
tarragon; spring vegeta-
bles such as green peas 
and asparagus; and even 
a Caprese version with 
tomatoes and spinach. 
Throwing in some ham, 
sausage, or bacon just 
makes everything better.

There are also ver-
sions, such as this recipe, 
that use some of the more 
unconventional vegeta-
bles you may fi nd in your 
local grocery store.

These days, brussels 
sprouts have become 
much more popular as a 
dish or an ingredient in 
other dishes. They mix 
particularly well with 
parmesan and are often 
roasted in the oven and 
topped with this tangy 
cheese. If so inclined, 

they could also be roasted 

for this recipe, but it will 

work fi ne being caramel-

ized as the recipe calls 

for.

So, the next time you 

search for an easy yet dif-

ferent idea for breakfast, 

look no further than the 

simple frittata. It’s a sure 

way to begin the day em-

bracing la bella vita.

Italian frittata per una bella vita (beautiful life)

Brussels Sprouts and 
Bacon Frittata

Courtesy photo

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

BRUSSELS SPROUT 

AND BACON FRITTATA

INGREDIENTS

½ lb bacon, diced

olive oil

1  lb brussels sprouts, ends re-

moved + halved + very thinly sliced

kosher salt

freshly cracked black pepper

1 small onion, thinly sliced

10 eggs

¼ cup whole milk

2 tbsp maple syrup

1 cup  freshly grated parmesan 

cheese, plus extra for garnish

1 tbsp fresh thyme leaves

DIRECTIONS

Preheat the oven to 400°F. Spread 

the bacon into an even layer in a 10” 

cast-iron skillet. Bake for 15 min-

utes. Lower the heat to 375°F and 

bake for another 15 minutes or until 

crisp. Using a slotted spoon, transfer 

the bacon to a plate lined with paper 

towels. Set aside.

Place the skillet (with the bacon 

fat) on the stove over medium-high 

heat. Add a drizzle of olive oil and 

half of the brussels sprouts. Quickly 

cook until caramelized and tender, 

about 3-4 minutes—season with 

salt and black pepper. Transfer the 

brussels to a plate. Repeat with the 

remaining half.

Add another drizzle of olive oil 

to the skillet, along with the onion. 

Reduce the heat to medium and cook 

for about 10 minutes, stirring often, 

until caramelized and tender. Season 

again. Add the brussels sprouts back 

to the skillet and stir to combine.

In a large mixing bowl, whisk the 

eggs until frothy. Whisk in the milk, 

maple syrup, and ¾ cup of grated 

parmesan cheese. Pour the mixture 

into the skillet. Turn the heat to low 

and cook for one minute, allowing 

the eggs to set slightly.

Sprinkle the remaining ¼ cups 

of parmesan over the eggs. Transfer 

the skillet to the oven and bake for 

20 minutes or until fully cooked. Let 

cool for about 5 minutes.

Cut the frittata into slices and 

serve with the reserved bacon, fresh 

thyme, more parmesan, and black 

pepper over top.

Elementary school serenades AlpineCo-op hosts Christmas cookie exchange

Students from Alpine Elementary presented a Christmas vocal program be-
fore the Christmas break. These hardworking students were back at it on 
Tuesday, to begin the second half of the school year.

Courtesy photo

Each year, the 588 Special Education Co-op hosts a cookie exchange. The staff  is 
pictured here just before the Christmas break, enjoying the fruits of their labors.

Courtesy photo

®
Up your burger game or chill 

with the new McFlurry®

Enjoy hot McD’s summer with burgers and soft serve. Not only is the Smoky BLT 

QPC (single or double) back in all its bold‚ bacon-y glory but the new KIT KAT® 

Banana Split McFlurry is out here doing big things. The best part: you can try 

‘em today – how’s that for a break? Order ahead in the app to save time*

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine, Texas
The KIT KAT® trademark and trade dress are used under license from Société des Produits Nestlé SA and with permission from 

The Hershey Company. *At participating McDonald’s for a limited times. McDonalds app download and registration required. 

Mobile Order & Pay available at participating McDonald’s.
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JANUARY 17 & 18, 2025
FRIDAY EVENING AND SATURDAY MORNING

THE GRANADA THEATRE • ALPINE, TEXAS

••••••••

13 Ways to Kill Your Community
••••••••

••••••••

ALL ARE WELCOME

••••••••
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER, GO TO 

HTTPS//WWW.ALPINECOMMUNITYPROJECTS.ORG/JANUARY-2025-SUMMIT

www.alpinecommunityprojects.org

