
 

The Brewster County 
Commissioners Court 
held its regular meet-
ing on Tuesday, De-
cember 10, in the com-
missioner’s courtroom 
at the Brewster County 
Courthouse. 

B r e w s t e r  C o u n t y 
Judge Greg Henington 
presided over the ses-
sion, attended by Pre-

cinct 1 Com-
missioner Jim 
We s t e r m a n n 
and Precinct 3 
Commissioner 
Ruben Ortega. 
Commission-
ers Sara Col-
ando (Precinct 
2 )  a n d  M o 
Morrow (Pre-
cinct 4) were 
absent.

J u d g e  H e n i n g t o n 
highlighted the success 

of an auction 
managed by the 
Brewster Coun-
t y  S h e r i f f ’s 
Office, which 
featured nearly 
50 abandoned 
vehicles.  The 
e v e n t  r a i s e d 
$ 1 2 9 , 3 1 0 , 
which was des-
ignated for the 
county’s aban-

doned vehicle account. 
Among the items sold, 

a 2021 GMC Sierra 
fetched the highest bid 
at $36,000.

Brewster County Dis-
trict Clerk Sarah Fel-
lows Martinez provided 
an excess tax proceeds 
report, explaining that 
over $150,000 in un-
claimed taxes, collect-
ed between 2015 and 
2017, was distributed 
to local taxing enti-
ties. Terlingua School 
D i s t r i c t  r e c e i v e d 

the largest share at 
$96,000, while Brew-
ster County benefited 
from $34,000. Marti-
nez emphasized that 
the funds were identi-
fied and processed af-
ter she took office, and 
she introduced a track-
ing system to prevent 
future delays. 

“Now that I am in 

T h e  A l p i n e  g o l f 
course is one of the 
more recent locations 
to fall victim to the 
destruct ion of  feral 
hog activity. This non-
native invasive spe-
cies causes significant 
damage to agriculture 
and natural resources 
across the state and has 
now moved into town to 
continue their destruc-
tive ways. 

They are considered 
one of the world’s top 
100 worst exotic in-
vasive species, caus-
ing millions of dollars 
in damage each year. 
They damage property 
and natural resources 
with their rooting and 
competition with native 
wildlife. These pests 
also transmit patho-
gens that can spread 
to livestock, destroy 
crops, and pollute wa-

ter sources. The only 
county in Texas that is 
free of them so far is El 
Paso County. They are 
capable of transmitting 
diseases to humans, too.

In 2016, Texas was 
estimated to be home to 
2.6 million feral hogs. 
Those  numbers  a re 
likely rising due to their 
lack of natural preda-
tors, a generalist diet, 
and a high reproduction 
rate. 

Accord ing  to  in -
formation from Amy 
White, president of the 
Alpine Country Club 
board, they are procur-
ing traps to try and cap-
ture the hogs respon-
sible for the destruction 
of  the golf  course. 
“We’ve seen them on 
camera around Fight-
ing Buck Avenue, and 
we’re not sure if they’re 
coming in that way or 

Another fatality has 
recently plagued Big 
Bend National Park. 
At around 4 p.m. on 
November 27, the com-
munication center at 
BBNP received a 911 
call from a group of 
hikers reporting a gun-
shot and a seriously in-
jured visitor at the sum-
mit of Emory Peak.

Park officials quickly 
mobilized aerial assets, 
including U.S. Customs 
Air and Marine Op-
erations and the Texas 
Department of Public 
Safety.

Upon reaching the 
mountaintop,  a  Big 
Bend National Park 
ranger located the body 
of a 35-year-old man 
from Florence. With 
nighttime rapidly ap-
proaching and due to 
the lack of daylight, the 
park ranger remained 
on the scene throughout 
the night.
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Brewster County delivers tax refunds, auction gains

Schedule Your Child’s Checkup Today
 with Board-certified Pediatrician

SARAH ZATE, MD

Schedule Your Child’s Checkup Today

See FATALITY • 6

Fatality 

in Big 

Bend

Dedication produces winners
See BREWSTER • 6

BY KERRY LAIRD
Contributor

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

STATE FARM IS THERE.

MONICA WOODALL
906 E. HOLLAND AVE. • (NEXT TO BEALLS) 

ALPINE, TX 79830

432-837-5631
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never go 
out of style.

Beautiful, one-of-a-kind creations.

o
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Flowers

Valynda Ward Henington, Owner  - Jennifer Alexander 

409 E. Ave. E • Alpine, TX • (432) 837-2227• FSNF2F.com

Bethany Ahern, Agent

432-837-7419
AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • HEALTH • LIFE 

805 E AVE E • ALPINE

Feral hogs wreak havoc at golf course

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

See HOGS • 6

D

SRSU team ropers Hessten Zack and Ryley Hasten practice their heading and heeling just before the Thanksgiving break. 
These young men and the rest of the team will be back at it once school is back in session, showing why Sul Ross Rodeo is 
making headlines.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Brewster 
County Judge 

Greg 
Henington

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The #2 green at the Alpine golf course is one of three that have recently fallen 
victim to invasive feral hogs and the destruction they leave behind.

Courtesy photo

www.fsnf2f.com
www.bigbendanytime.com
www.wtnb.com
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Jarratt Dirtwork out of Fort Davis has been systematically dismantling the 
former Alpine Medical Center where Dr. David Sanchez once had his medi-
cal practice. The property was purchased by Lowe’s to expand its parking 
options.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

New downtown landscape

OBITUARIES

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Thank you for the following donations: 
Texas Mutual

Thomas R. Mangrem in memory of Liam Taylor
Wayne and Joan Moore Charitable Foundation

Norman Wilson
Anonymous

Julie Balovich
Bill Williams Tire
Brewster Count

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment 

in the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.
Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30. • Cost is $7.00 per person.

Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Ke Koa Baldwin Kealoha
Ke Koa Baldwin Ke-

aloha, age 58, of Ho-
nolulu, passed away on 
March 12, 2024. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents, Thelma Ulu-
lani Baldwin Kealoha 
and Moses (Moke) Wa-
hinenui Kealoha. He is 
survived by his sisters, 
Ke Kai Kealoha and 
Kehaulani K. Kealoha 
Scullion (Kevin), and 
his niece, Kealoha L. 
Scullion.

Ke Koa, aff ectionately 
known as Coach K, and 
his friends called him 
K.K., moved to Alpine 
in 2002. He served as 
the defensive coordina-
tor and head track and 
cross-country coach at 
Sul Ross State Univer-
sity, where he worked 
until 2012 as a respected 
lecturer in the kinesiol-
ogy department.

Ke Koa grew up in 

Hawaii, where he em-

braced the Aloha spirit, 
which he later brought 

with him to Alpine. He 

was a wonderful friend 

to many and made a 

lasting impact on those 

around him. If you were 
fortunate enough to have 

met Ke Koa, you will 

never forget how kind 

and genuine he was to 

everyone. He will al-

ways be remembered for 
his big smile, infectious 

laugh, and the positiv-

ity he radiated in every 

interaction, making ev-
eryone feel appreciated 
and uplifted.

Ke Koa and his par-
ents returned to the wa-
ter together in a paddle 
out at Kaimana Beach, 
also known as Sans 
Souci, which means 
“without a care,” in 
Honolulu. Growing up, 
Ke Koa and his fam-
ily spent countless days 
enjoying the ocean at 
this beach. Hawaiians 
believe that water is 
the source of life, and 
by returning to it, one 
can fi nd healing and be 
made whole again.

A visitation was held 
at Thurston Memo-
rial Chapel, Punahou 
School, on Saturday, 
May 11, 2024, at noon, 
followed by a service 
at 1:00 p.m. Arrange-
ments were provided by 
Nuuanu Memorial Park 
& Mortuary LLC.

William J. Shackelford
William “Bill” J . 

Shackelford, a cherished 
son of Texas, was called 
to his eternal rest on 
December 5 in Odessa. 
Born on June 18, 1940, 
in the small town of Mar-
athon, he grew up with a 
heart as expansive as the 
landscapes that surround-
ed him.

 A devoted husband, 
Bill found endless joy 
and partnership in his 
life with Isabel Shackel-
ford, whom he aff ection-
ately referred to as “old 
woman.” Their bond 
was a testament to love’s 
ability to fl ourish in sim-
plicity, marked by shared 
laughter and deep aff ec-

tion for one another. His 

life was one richly wo-

ven with the threads of 

genuine companionship 

and heartfelt moments.

Bill’s journey was 

characterized by stead-

fast commitment, exem-

plifi ed through his years 

of dedicated service to 

the State of Texas un-
til his retirement. Prior 
to this, he honored his 
country with pride as a 
member of the United 
States Army, embodying 
the spirit of duty and sac-
rifi ce.

 A proud graduate of 
Marathon High School, 
Bill carried the versatile 
lessons of his education 
into the vibrant tapestry 
of his life. He was an 
unwavering enthusiast 
of the great outdoors, 
indulging in hunting and 
fi shing, pursuits that al-
lowed him to connect 
with nature and refl ect on 
life’s simple pleasures. 
His love for animals 
was profound, showcas-

ing his compassionate 
spirit that endeared him 
to many. He spent count-
less days in the embrace 
of the wilderness, forg-
ing a profound apprecia-
tion for the beauty that 
surrounded him.

 Bill’s legacy is en-
riched by his siblings, 
who have predeceased 
him: his father, Wil-
liam Shackelford, and 
mother, Marjorie Shack-
elford, instilled in him 
a strong sense of family 
values that he cherished 
throughout his life, along 
with his brother, Bunky 
Rutledge, and brother, 
Lee Roy Rutledge, who 
watched over him from 
beyond this world.

 In days to come, Bill’s 
memories will resonate 
in the lives of his surviv-
ing family, including his 
loving wife Isabel, his 
nephews Jon Rutledge 
of Midland and Roy Rut-
ledge of Monahans, and 
his nieces Karen Austin 
of Lubbock and Patsy 
Rutledge of Midland. 
Surviving stepchildren 
are Macky McGuire of 
Sunrise Beach Village, 
Eric McGuire of Laredo, 
Joel McGuire of Burnett, 
and Roxie McGuire of 
Marathon. They will car-
ry forward the warmth of 
his spirit and the joy he 
brought into their lives.

 Bill Shackelford’s 
days on this earth were 

a testament to love, duty, 

and a splendid apprecia-

tion for nature, envelop-

ing all who knew him in 

kindness and camarade-

rie. His life will be cele-

brated, and his memories 

cherished as a guiding 

light for those he leaves 

behind.

 Funeral services will 

be held on Saturday, De-

cember 21, at 1 p.m. at 

Marathon Cemetery.

 Services have been en-

trusted to Alpine Memo-

rial Funeral Home, and 

gifts and condolences 

may be extended by vis-

iting www.alpinememo-

rialfuneralhome.com.

Chastity Ann-Marie 

Torres-Vega
Chastity Ann-Marie 

Torres-Vega, a cherished 
homemaker and loving 
family member, passed 
away on December 2 in 
Odessa at the age of 48. 
Born on January 1, 1976, 
in Alpine, she grew up sur-
rounded by the warmth of 
family and the spirit of her 
hometown.

 Chastity was a proud 
graduate of Alpine High 
School, where she culti-
vated lifelong friendships 
and cherished memories 
that would always hold a 
special place in her heart. 
Her life as a homemaker 
was not simply a career 
for her; it was a refl ection 
of her nurturing nature and 
her love for her family. 
Chastity poured her heart 
into creating a warm and 
inviting home for her loved 
ones.

 Music was one of Chas-

tity’s great passions. She 

found joy in listening to the 

sounds of George Strait, 

Dolly Parton, and Johnny 

Cash, often filling her 

home with melodies that 

brought comfort and joy 

to those around her. In the 

kitchen, Chastity displayed 

remarkable skill, delight-

ing her family and friends 

with her cooking and bak-

ing. Her famous enchiladas 

and the traditional bischo-

chos became legends in her 

circle, often requested and 

never forgotten.

 Chastity’s love and 
compassion extended be-
yond her human family 
to the animals she adored, 
including her beloved Ger-
man Shepherd, Clover. She 
had a unique way of con-
necting with animals, dem-
onstrating her gentle spirit 
and kind heart.

 She is survived by her 
beloved husband, Gua-
dalupe “Cuate” Chavez 
Vega; her devoted daugh-
ter, Savannah Vega; her 
daughter’s boyfriend, Saul 
Baeza; her father, Vivian 
Torres; her sister, Virtudes 
“Birdie” Torres; and her 
cherished companion, 
Clover.

 Chastity was preceded 
in death by her mother, 
Diana Valencia, and her 
brother, Robert Valencia. 
Her legacy will live on in 
the hearts of all who knew 
her, remembered for her 
warmth, culinary talents, 
and the love she shared un-
conditionally. The impact 

she had on her family and 
friends is immeasurable, 
and she will be deeply 
missed.

 Donations to fund Chas-
tity’s funeral services are 
welcome. They may be 
made by visiting Alpine 
Memorial Funeral Home 
at 209 W. Sul Ross Street 
in Alpine or calling (432) 
837-2222.

 Services have been en-
trusted to Alpine Memorial 
Funeral Home, and gifts 
and condolences may be 
left at www.alpinememo-
rialfuneralhome.com.

www.alpinememorialfuneralhome.com
www.rialfuneralhome.com
www.rialfuneralhome.com
www.sunshinehousealpine.com
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High schoolers become Santa’s elves

&&
Purina Feeds

in stock!

ANTLER MAX

HORSE FEED

CATTLE CUBES 2600 HWY 90 | ALPINE2600 HWY 90 | ALPINE

432-837-5792

Need help with 
your balance  

This Christmas?

Alpine Community 
Credit Union 

Is now offering

Holiday Loans 
for the holiday season. 

Amounts of up to 

$1,200
for qualifying members.

Great rates

Flexible terms

Fast answers

Come by and see if we can 

fulfill you holiday needs.*
*Restriction may apply.

Alpine CommunityAlpine Community
Credit UnionCredit Union

111 N 2nd St,

Alpine, TX

(432) 837-5156

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

The Big Bend Chap-
ter of the Native Plant 
Society of Texas is rais-
ing funds for a pollina-
tor garden that will be 
dedicated to the mem-
ory of Patty Manning. 
This garden will be cre-
ated and placed at the 
Alpine Public Library. 
The garden is being 
created to honor Patty’s 
legacy by providing an 
educational and attrac-
tive landscape for the 
community as well as a 
food source for native 
pollinators.

Patricia Rose Man-

ning, known to all as 

Patty, was a field bota-

nist, a member of the 

Native Plant Society 

of Texas, a long-time 

grower of native plants 

in the Big Bend, and the 

co-founder of Twin Sis-

ters Natives in Alpine. 

Manning’s propagation 

and distribution of na-

tive species is known 

throughout the Big 

Bend area. For those 

interested in donating 

visi t  ht tps: / /square.

link/u/6WAkeS3e or 

mail a check payable 

to NPSOT to P.O. Box 

1265,  Alpine,  TX, 

79831.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Plant society to fundraise 

for memorial garden
New gallery holds grand opening

The new 5th Street Gallery on the corner of North 5th Street and Avenue E held its grand opening 
and ribbon cutting this past Thursday evening. The Alpine Ambassadors welcomed owner-operator 
Rachel Waller and her staff as one of Alpine’s new businesses.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Last Friday, AHS 
students  Col le t te 
S h a r r o n ,  K o d y 
H a w k i n s ,  N a i d a 
M o r r i s ,  N a v a e h 
Carrasco, Ryanna 
Pineda, and Khristal 
Soto were on hand at 
Alpine Elementary to 
help Santa decorate 
and set up his station 
to meet and greet the 
faculty, staff, and 
student.

Courtesy photo.
www.alpineavalanche.com

www.alpineretirementhomes.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
https://www.facebook.com/alpine
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 Opinions
ONLINE POLL

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

Joseph Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

202-456-1111

Tony Gonzales

United States House 

of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

202-225-4511

John Cornyn

United States Senate

517 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4305

202-224-2934

Ted Cruz

United States Senate

185 Dirksen Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4306

202-224-5922

RESULTS

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE 

WAY TO SPEND THE 

HOLIDAYS? 

RESULTS

WITH FAMILY

78% 

ON VACATION 

9% 

COOKING WITH FRIENDS

                                                                                               

9%

SERVING OTHERS                                                               

                                                                                                 9%

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.

STAFF

J.T. Maroney

Publisher

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

Kara Gerbert

Managing Editor

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

Kerry Laird

Sports Editor

laird@alpineavalanche.com

Shelley Maroney

Offi  ce Manager

shelley.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

432-837-3334

www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Facebook: Alpine Avalanche

ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is 

published every Thursday morning at 

704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. 

Periodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-

pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff 

Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per 

year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the 

character, standing or reputation of 

any person, firm or corporation will 

be corrected when such occurs in this 

newspaper and is brought to the pub-

lisher’s attention.

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

What’s your favorite 

way to spend 

the holidays?

- With family

- On vacation

- Cooking with friends

- Serving others

“It is strange that the 
years teach us patience; 
that the shorter our time, 
the greater our capacity 
for waiting.” 

― Actress Elizabeth 
Taylor (1932 – 2011)

“I’m going up to W.R. 
D e Wo o d y ’s  We s t e r n 
Auto,” my grandfather an-
nounced one summer day 
in the early 1960s.

Summertime was fun for 
a kid at my father’s par-
ent’s house in Pittsburg. 
S leep ing  la te .  Home-
cooked breakfast. Playing 
in the tree-filled yard and 
afternoons sailing home-
made boats in the city park 
pond. 

“What for,” Grandmoth-
er quizzed, pouring anoth-
er cup of coffee. 

“See if they have a mow-
er part,” was his short re-
sponse. 

“Why don’t you call?” 
she retorted. We’ve got a 
telephone now.” The re-
cently acquired black dial-
operated device was most-
ly ignored—sometimes 
even when it rang.

“I’m not going to answer 
that thing,” I heard Grand-
daddy say often. “I can’t 
think of anybody I want to 
talk to right now.” 

The number was Uni-
versity 8-3721, I think. 
All that was required for a 
local call, however, were 
the last four digits. The 
University 8 was used 
only to give the operator 
when dialing “0” to place 
a long-distance call, which 
my grandparents rarely did 

because i t  cost 
an extra 20 cents 
if you kept your 
conversation un-
der three minutes.

“I’d rather see 
who I’m talking 
to,” my grand-
father said,  re-
sponding to the 
“why don’t you 
call” question. “Looking at 
who you’re talking to cuts 
down on confusion, builds 
relationships, and teaches 
patience. Ain’t got time to 
talk to nobody I can’t look 
in the eyes.”

Granddaddy was  on 
to something more than 
lawnmower parts. 

T h e  r u s h  b e t w e e n 
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas makes me yearn for a 
slower time when people 
were patient—except for 
kids looking forward to 
Christmas. 

From an adult’s perspec-
tive, time speeds up every 
year. But a child is born 
into the world counting the 
days until Christmas. 

Once considered a vir-
tue, patience appears to be 
diminishing as the num-
ber of loose nuts behind 
steering wheels keeps in-
creasing. Take the story 
I heard last week about a 
driver being tailgated by 
a stressed-out woman on 
a busy street. When the 
traffic light ahead turned 
yellow, the driver in front 
of her stopped as the light 
turned red—as he should 
have. 

The tailgater was en-
raged, honking her horn 

and hollering at 
the driver ahead. 
She was still in 
mid - ran t  when 
a police officer 
walked up and 
asked her to get 
out of the car and 
put her hands be-
hind her head. She 
was taken to the 

station and held for ques-
tioning before the police 
officer told her she was 
free to go.

“We’re very sorry for 
the mistake,” he said. “I 
saw you honking your 
horn,  gesturing at  the 
driver ahead, and cussing 
a blue streak. Then I saw 
the ‘What would Jesus Do’ 
license frame, the ‘Fol-
low me to Sunday School’ 
bumper sticker, and the 
chrome Christian fish sym-
bol and naturally assumed 
you had stolen the car.   

I laughed, but that re-
called an incident my 
mother encountered years 
ago. Back when I was a 
kid, counting the days un-
til Christmas. South Jef-
ferson Street in my home-
town of Mount Pleasant 
differed from the busy, 
booming street it is now. 
There was no bypass loop 
then. No shopping Center 
with a parking lot full of 
cars. Just three businesses 
that faced the street. The 
Dairy Bar, a tractor deal-
ership, and Larry Talley’s 
small neighborhood gro-
cery- without gas pumps. 
Because there was no such 
thing then as self-service 
gasoline.

Mom drove her green-

and-white ‘54 Chevy un-

der the railroad overpass 

and slowed at the corner at 

Boatner’s Furniture. The 

light was turning yellow 

as she approached, and be-

ing the careful driver my 

mother was, she stopped 

just as the light changed to 

red.

Everything was fine until 

a honking horn blared be-

hind her. A lady emerged 

from the car and walked 

to Mom’s window, holler-

ing about a carton of bro-

ken eggs. They conversed 

about  whether  yel low 

means slow down and stop 

or “floor it and run the red 

light.”

The  d i scuss ion  was 

shor t - l ived.  The l ight 

turned green, and other 

horn honkers egged them 

both to get on down the 

road.

I’m a few years down the 

road myself since that in-

cident. Christmas is com-

ing again, and I’m, once 

more, wishing for that 

slower time when people 

had more patience, took 

time to relax, and weren’t 

joined at the hip to a tele-

phone. 

My capacity for wait-

ing is better, but I still ask 

God to grant me patience. 

I ask Him to do it now … 

please.

— Contact Aldridge at 

leonaldridge@gmail.com. 

Other Aldridge columns 

are archived at leonal-

dridge.com

As fall turns to winter again, 
the changing seasons bring 
more than holiday cheer to 
many families. For youth 
livestock exhibitors and their 
families, this time of year also 
brings late nights, early morn-
ings, cold temperatures, and 
an increased commitment of 
time and energy as they pre-
pare their animals for livestock 
shows. The skills and life les-
sons learned through youth 
livestock projects are immea-
surable, but their impact can 
be observed if you have the 
opportunity to watch these 
youth in the show ring. 

Livestock exhibitors can 
dedicate over a year to a single 
livestock project, depending 
on the species. Additionally, 
youth participants begin to un-
derstand the high level of re-
sponsibility and commitment 
that is required when livestock 
is in their care. Much like with 
other competitive events, 
practice makes perfect, and 
in the case of livestock proj-
ects, a lack of time and eff ort 
invested in the feeding, train-

ing, and grooming 
of the project animal 
directly correlates 
with the outcome 
on show day. While 
animals are judged 
based on a combi-
nation of conforma-
tion characteristics 
and body condition, 
exhibitors are also 
judged on their showmanship 
skills, which are honed during 
countless hours of preparation 
and practice. Showmanship, 
which depends largely on a 
cooperative animal, is pivotal. 
As such, it is one of the most 
important aspects of the live-
stock project. Like all good 
things, these skills take time 
and eff ort to develop. 

There are many diff erent op-
portunities for youth livestock 
exhibitors to display their hard 
work and dedication. Families 
travel to any number of week-
end jackpot shows scattered 
across the area throughout 
the fall, trying to gain valu-
able ring experience for both 
animals and exhibitors alike. 

Winter and spring 
bring the opportu-
nity to show on the 
largest scale at loca-
tions like Houston, 
San Antonio, San 
Angelo, Austin, or 
Ft. Worth. While 
these options pro-
vide tremendous 
benefi ts and oppor-

tunities, none even come close 
to the overall impact and im-
portance of county livestock 
shows. Much akin to a home-
coming football game, the 
county livestock show is the 
opportunity for local youth to 
display the fruit of their eff orts 
in front of friends, family, and 
the entire community. County 
livestock shows are also vital-
ly important as they provide 
the best opportunity for youth 
to recoup some of the costs as-
sociated with their livestock 
projects due to the incredible 
support from area businesses 
and individuals at the county 
livestock sale. 

Here in the Big Bend region, 
we are fortunate to have a pre-

mier opportunity for youth 

livestock exhibitors through 

their participation in the Big 

Bend Livestock Show. Every 

year, dozens of families and 

volunteers dedicate their time 

and eff ort to help ensure that 

the Big Bend Livestock Show 

Association continues its 

legacy of providing youth in 

the tri-county area with a top-

of-the-line experience while 

exhibiting their livestock proj-

ects. January 9 – 11, 2025, will 

mark the 81st year of the Big 

Bend Livestock Show, and if 

you have the opportunity, it is 

well worth the time to stop by 

and see for yourself the lasting 

impact that livestock projects 

continue to have on today’s 

youth. 

For more information, 

please contact the Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension office 

for Brewster and Jeff Davis 

Counties at (432)-837-6207 

or by email at luke.hendryx@

ag,tamu.edu.  

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

Still wishing for that slower time

Life Lessons through livestock 

LUKE HENDRYX
Extension Agent, Brewster 
& Jeff  Davis Counties 

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.avalanche.com
www.tamu.edu
www.dridge.com


 

Meet Arnie! 
Arnie came into the shel-

ter in early November after 
being found running loose 
in the City of Alpine. He 
loves to meet new friends, 
both humans and dogs, and 
he likes attention and pets. 
He has been great in play-
groups and likes to keep an 
eye on the humans as if he 
is looking for his person.

Arnie walks well on a 
leash and wiggles the whole 
way. He is treat-motivated, 
and being a puppy, he still 
needs work on potty train-
ing and basic commands, 
but he wants to please the 
people in his life and should 
be easy to train. 

American pit bull terri-
ers make excellent com-
panions when raised and 
trained with respect and 
knowledge. When trained 
appropriately, they are kind 
towards children, intelli-
gent, loving, playful, and 
loyal. Just like any other 

working breed, they need 
exercise and stimulation; 
they will become bored and 
frustrated if left in a yard all 
the time with no interac-
tion. Arnie is neutered, vac-
cinated, and microchipped, 
ready to start his new life.

Alpine Animal Services 
can always use community 
participation; please con-
sider volunteering to walk 
dogs, play with puppies in 
the yard, or interact with the 
cats. Thirty minutes of your 
day can make a huge diff er-
ence to the shelter and the 
animals.

Call 432-837-2532 to do-
nate, foster, or volunteer for 
the Alpine Humane Soci-
ety. Support the Alpine Hu-
mane Society Thrift Store 
and Cattery with donated 
furnishings, décor, and 
household goods. See us at 
the Women’s Club Moun-
tain Country Christmas on 
December 13 and 14 at the 
Alpine Civic Center. Pet 

promotions are courtesy of 
the Alpine Humane Soci-
ety. Alpine Animal Services 
handles pet adoptions at the 
city shelter, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
seven days a week at 2900 
E. Old Marathon Highway. 
For information about shel-

ter pet adoptions, cremation 

services, or lost/found pets, 

call the shelter at 432-837-

9030. If you fi nd a stray or 

injured pet, contact the Al-

pine Police Department at 

432-837-3486 to dispatch 

an Animal Control Offi  cer.
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Send your community 

events to kara.gerbert@

alpineavalanche.com

Upcoming events

December 14 & 21, Davis 

Mountains State Park, 10 a.m. 

to 12 p.m. Holiday Ornament 

Workshop at Interpretive Cen-

ter.

D e c e m b e r  2 8 ,  D a v i s 

Mountains State Park, 7 p.m. 

to 8 p.m. Dark Sky Tour at CCC 

Rock Lookout (End of Skyline 

Drive). Bring a chair and a red 

lamp flashlight.

D e c e m b e r  1 7  D a v i s 

Mountains State Park,  7 

p.m. to 8 p.m. Star Chat at the 

parking lot across from Inter-

pretive Center. Bring a chair 

and binoculars.

December 13-14 Moun-

tain Countr y C hristmas 

at Alpine Civic Center. On 

Friday,  hours are 1 p.m. to 

9 p.m., and on Saturday, 10 

a.m. to 6 p.m. Dozens of ven-

dors and photos with Santa 

on Saturday. Presented by the 

Woman’s Club of Alpine.

D e c e m b e r  1 4  L i b r a r y 

Music Program,  4:30 p.m. 

at the Jeff Davis County Li-

brary in Fort Davis. A special 

free music program offered by 

the Friends of the Library will 

showcase a guitar ensemble 

from Sul Ross. Local pianist 

Lana Potts wil l  lead sing-

alongs beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

followed by the guitar ensem-

ble at 6 p.m. with more Christ-

mas carols. Refreshments and 

hot cocoa will be served prior 

to the music. Everyone is in-

vited to attend.

December 14 Christmas 

Around the World,  7 :30 

p.m. at the First United Meth-

odist Church, presented by the 

Solfege Choir, Vivace Youth 

Singers,  and the Big Bend 

Children’s Chorus.

D e c e m b e r  1 5  A l p i n e 

School of Music Winter Re-

cital, 4 p.m. beginner recital, 

5 p.m. reception, 5:30 p.m. 

advanced recital at the First 

Presbyterian Church, 103 E. 

Lockhart.

December 18-20 Live Na-

tivity,  7 p.m. each night at 

the Kokernot Lodge stable.

December 20 Cowboy 

Christmas Ball, 8 p.m. to 11 

p.m. at the Granada Theatre 

hosted by Doug Moreland. 

Adults are $10, teens $5, and 

kids are FREE.

D e c e m b e r  2 1  A l p i n e 

Christmas Parade,  5 p.m. 

line-up at city hall, and the 

parade begins at 6 p.m. The 

parade route will  continue 

down Holland Ave, turn at 

2nd Street, and end up at the 

Alpine Visitor Center, where 

there will be refreshments, 

photos with Santa, float win-

ner awards, and enter tain-

ment by the Big Bend Com-

munity Band.

December 24 Christmas 

Eve Candlelight Ser vice,

7 p.m. at  Hi l ls ide Baptist 

Church. The public is cordially 

invited to attend.

Ongoing Events

Alcoholics Anonymous,

502 E. Lockhart Ave. Sched-

ules are available on the front 

door. For more information, 

call 915-562-4081 or aa-in-

tergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meet-

ing, noon Tuesdays at the BBT 

conference room, 5th St. and 

Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 

meeting, 6:30 p.m., second 

Monday each month, Legion 

Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Din-

ner provided.   

American Legion Auxil-

iary meeting, 4 p.m., third 

Monday each month, Legion 

Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Al-

pine City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 

8 p.m. at 101 W. Ave E. Weekly 

running club to walk/run 1-3 

miles. Meet at the Amigo ga-

rage and finish at Amigo. Call 

432-837-4012 for more infor-

mation.

Big Bend Amateur Radio 

Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 

Tuesday each month, Frontier 

Masonic Lodge #766, 2300 

Highway 118 North.

B i g  B e n d  C o m m u n i t y 

C h o r a l e  r e h e a r s a l s  o n 

Monday evenings at 6 p.m. 

in the Sul Ross Fine Arts 

Building, Room 200. All are 

welcome, but f irst  contact 

Andrew Alegria at Andrew.

alegria@sulross.edu, call 432-

837-8216, or visit bbcchorale.

wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Citizenship Classes,  at 

Alpine Public Library by ap-

pointment only, 805 W. Ave. E. 

432-837-2621   

ESL Tutoring,  at Alpine 

Public Library, 805 W. Ave. E. 

Call 432-837-2621 to make an 

appointment.  

GED tutoring,  at Alpine 

Public Library, 805 W. Ave. E. 

Call 432-837-2621 to make an 

appointment.  

H i k e  w i t h  H o m e l e s s 

Dogs, 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. every 

Thursday at the Davis Moun-

tains State Park Interpretive 

Center in collaboration with 

Grand Companions. For more 

information contact Charlie 

Ewing at 432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine,

noon to 1 p.m., first and third 

Wednesdays at the American 

Legion. 

VFW Post 7207,  7 p.m., 

first Wednesday of each month 

at 605 E. Ave F. All members 

are welcome. 

If Alpine had a 

theme song, what 

would it be?

Jonah Donaldson:
“My Hometown”

by Charlie Robinson

Piper Donaldson: 
“Ordinary World” 

by Miranda 
Lambert

Linda McAnally: 
“Friends in Low 

Places” 
by Garth Brooks

Tory Munoz: 
“Crossroads”

Marie Porres:
“Waltz Across

 Texas”

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

COCINERO: Beef•Chicken•Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl•Jalapeno and 

Cilantro Soup•Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with 

Onion Jam and Pico de Gallo•Bacon Wrapped 

Asparagus•Tumbleweed Onion Rings with Spicy 

Serrano Ketchup•Alpine Black Bean & Chicken 

Nachos 
---------

CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a 

Kaiser Roll•Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with 

Cream Cheese, Corn and Peppers Carne Asada 

with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas•Chicken Caesar 

Wrap with Hand Cut Fries•Tenderloin Tacos with 

Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce•Grilled Chicken 

Breast topped with Mango Chutney 
---------

SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

(Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup 

Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup 

1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant 
Guide

$6 a week gets you a spot in our 
restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

Community 

Forward
Trusted since 1891

Locally owned

 704 E Holland Ave, Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

Heard STREET
on 

the

www.alpine

avalanche.

com

PET OF THE WEEK

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.tergroup.org
www.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.avalanche.com
www.bigbend.com
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Advertising
really

works!
Call for
details!

432.837
3334

or visit us
online at
www.
alpine
avala
nche
.com

Open Enrollment: November 1

Deadline: January 15, 2025
For Health Insurance 

through the MarketPlace

Need an affordable Need an affordable 

Health Insurance?Health Insurance?

We Got You Covered!We Got You Covered!

Get Information at

Preventative Care Health Services

For Information call Sarah Vasquez

Family Health Services of Alpine

1605 North Fort Davis Highway Ste. B

Alpine Texas

432-837-4812

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

there, I have a system 
so that I am keeping 
track, so the money is 
flowing the way it is 
supposed to,” said Fel-
lows Martinez. By law, 
unclaimed taxes are 
held for two years, af-
ter which they are dis-
tributed if no claims are 
filed. Judge Henington 
praised the effort, call-
ing it “great work in 
getting this money to 
its proper place.”

E m e rg e n c y  M a n -
agement Coordinator 
James Etchison pro-
vided updates on recent 
activit ies,  including 

overseeing the safety of 
a Chris Stapleton mu-
sic video shoot for his 
award-winning song 
White Horse. Filmed 
along Highway 118 
South, the production 
featured a controlled 
car  explosion,  with 
Etchison’s office en-
suring compliance with 
safety protocols. Sta-
pleton, a Grammy and 
CMA Award winner, 
expressed his gratitude 
by gifting the county 
a signed fire helmet 
and axe. Etchison also 
announced the exten-
sion of the countywide 
burn ban for another 45 
days, citing ongoing 
dry conditions despite 

the presence of some 
humidity.

A significant portion 
of the meeting focused 
on a property tax re-
fund affecting approxi-
mately 600 cit izens 
who receive the home-
stead exemption. The 
overpayment, totaling 
$453,000, stems from 
an error in calculating 
2023 property taxes 
for Alpine ISD taxpay-
ers. Refunds will be is-
sued to taxpayers who 
claimed the homestead 
exemption and fall un-
der the 65 and over 
tax freeze. The Texas 
Homestead Exemption 
provides property tax 
relief to homeowners 

by reducing the taxable 
value of their primary 
residence. Individuals 
who are 65 or older, 
have a disability, or are 
military veterans may 
qualify for a homestead 
exemption.

In 2023, the Legisla-
ture increased the stan-
dard exemption from 
$40,000 to $100,000, 
significantly lowering 
tax bills for eligible 
homeowners. The mis-
take occurred because 
the County Appraisal 
District needed to ac-
count for an increase in 
the Texas Homestead 
Exemption passed by 
the State Legislature. 
“When they calculated 

it, they did not calcu-
late the increased rate,” 
said Judge Henington, 
adding that the 2024 tax 
bill is wrong as well. 
“Pay the second one 
[you receive]; it will 
be smaller.  “It will be 
like a post-Christmas 
bonus.”  Commission-
ers will schedule a spe-
cial meeting the week 
of December 16, most 
likely on Thursday or 
Friday to finalize the 
refund process, after 
the AISD School Board 
meets on Wednesday 
evening, December 18, 
to approve its disburse-
ment order.

In a briefer, light-
hear ted  d iscuss ion , 

the court approved the 
salvage and auction of 
lamp fixtures that once 
lined the courthouse 
l awn .  The  copper-
colored, vintage lamp 
pos ts  have  unique , 
nineteenth-century fea-
tures. “I call them the 
Disney Land lights,” 
said Judge Henington.  

The court canceled its 
regular meeting sched-
uled for December 24 
in observance of Christ-
mas. The next regular 
meeting will be held 
on January 14, 2025, at 
9:30 a.m. in the com-
missioner’s courtroom 
at the Brewster County 
Courthouse.

BREWSTER • FROM 1

leaving that way, but 
they’ve hit the course 
the past several nights,” 
White said.

These wild pigs be-
come act ive around 
dusk and continue their 
activity throughout the 
night and into the early 
morning hours. Having 
these animals close to 
a roadway creates haz-
ards for motorists and 
pedestrians. Feral hogs 
are known to be aggres-
sive towards pets and 
humans, and the area 
of Alpine’s golf course 
at the corner of Fight-
ing Buck Avenue and 
Brown Street could eas-
ily create a dangerous 
situation for residents 
who walk the loop.

Texas Parks and Wild-
life Game Warden Cap-
tain Bo Hancock said, 

“Feral  hog manage-
ment falls under Texas 
AgriLife Extension as 
far as state agencies. 
TPWD does not handle 
their management, and 
it would be the City 
of Alpine’s or the golf 
course’s responsibility 
to hire someone to trap 
them, and that person 
or group would have to 
have a trappers/hunting 
license.” Feral hogs on 
private land outside the 
city limits do not re-
quire a hunting license 
for management, and 
many area ranchers and 
landowners trap and kill 
these nuisance animals.

Luke Hendryx, Tex-
as AgriLife Extension 
Agent for Brewster and 
Jeff Davis Counties, 
commented ,  “These 
animals are becoming 
a big problem in town. 
Brewster County does 
not have a county trap-

per like many counties 
do, but anyone inside 
the city limits who is 
having a problem with 
them should contact 
R i c h a r d  D i c k e r s o n 
in Fort Stockton. Mr. 
Dickerson is the Dis-
trict Director for Wild-
life Services, and he 
can help direct those 
who need help in con-
trolling these animals.”

The Avalanche also 
reached out to Brews-
ter County Judge Greg 
Henington to discuss 
the possibility of the 
addi t ion of  a  par t -
time trapper position 
for Brewster County 
as well as the possi-
bility of sharing the 
cost of someone who 
might take on this job 
with both Jeff Davis 
and Presidio Counties. 
“It hasn’t really been 
something on my radar, 
but this is definitely 

a conversation worth 
having and something 
we should look into, 
although this coming 
to fruition would likely 
be on up the road a bit,” 
Henington stated.

J.C. Kiddo Campbell, 
Trans-Pecos Senior Bi-
ologist with TPWD, 
told the Avalanche, 
“Currently, there are 
no population estimates 
for Brewster County. 
The statewide estimates 
from the study done in 
2016 estimated there 
were around 2.6 mil-
lion individual animals 
res iding in  Texas ,” 
Campbell said.

Campbell also noted 
that because most of 
the state was privately 
owned, feral hog man-
agement was usually 
conducted at the local 
level, with ranchers de-
ciding how to deal with 
them on their land. Fe-

ral hogs are managed 
by trapping, aerial gun-
ning, and hunter efforts.

“Even wi th  these 
efforts, research has 
shown that  we st i l l 
need more tools to help 
with population man-
agement. Whether this 
be chemical toxicants 
like Hoggone or Kaput 
or utilizing USDA re-
sources to remove feral 
hogs, they are rapidly 
populating faster than 
we can keep up with,” 
Campbell added.

Officials with the golf 

course with help from 

other agencies were 

able to capture six, 

large hogs on Monday 

evening, but will con-

tinue to try and manage 

hogs that may come 

through the area.

For more information 

or help with the man-

agement of feral hogs, 

contact Richard Dick-

erson at 432-360-9169 

or J.C. Kiddo Campbell 

at John-Clayton.Camp-

bell@tpwd.texas.gov.

HOGS • FROM 1

The following day, 
a team from the park, 
along with an officer 
from the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety, 
recovered the body by 
helicopter.

The cause of death 
was determined to be 
a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound, and the body 
was transported to the 
Alpine Memorial Fu-
neral Home on Thurs-

day,  November  28 . 
This is the second fa-
tality this year that was 
determined to be self-
inflicted, the other one 
occurring on March 20.

Big Bend National 
Park superintendent 
Anjna O’Connor com-
mented, “This loss sad-
dens the entire park 
community. Our sym-
pathy goes out to the 
ind iv idua l ’s  f ami ly 
and friends. This was 
a challenging response 

from our rangers and 
partners during one of 
the park’s busiest times. 
I wish to extend my 
deep gratitude to our 
amazing team for their 
professional efforts.”

Emory Peak is the 
highest point in Big 
Bend National Park, 
r each ing  a  summi t 
height of 7,832 feet. 
This strenuous five-
mile trail is a popular 
hiking activity for park 
visitors.

FATALITY • FROM 1

Four amigos

Marathon ISD students Marcos Briones, Joe David Gonzales, Kaden Whetten, and 
Teegan Whetten enjoyed hanging out on the main street in Marathon this past Sat-
urday night as the community celebrated their annual Fiesta de Noche Buena.

Courtesy photo

www.clayton.camp
www.mmoftexas.com
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Photos from the Alpine Avalanche Archives at Archives of the Big Bend, Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library and Portal of Texas.

D e a r N e i l ,  T h i s 
plant did fine through 
the hot, dry summer. 
Then, in late Septem-
ber, its leaves started 
turning black. The 
leaves that still look 
green look wilted. 
Seven other plants of 
the same kind are do-
ing well. What gives?

This is dwarf green 
aucuba, sister to the 
popular  Gold  Dus t 
plant .  They are al l 
great in full shade. I’ve 
never seen insects or 
diseases bother them. 
I’ve grown them for 
40 years, and the only 
problems I’ve ever en-
countered were when 
branches grew out into 
the sun or when the 
sun’s angle changed 
late in the season. A 
part of a plant that had 
been shaded suddenly 
was cast into more sun-
light than it could tol-
erate. That’s when the 
leaves turn as black 
as coal. The extreme 
cold of February 2021 
killed some of them, 
but that wouldn’t have 
happened in September. 

The only other vari-
able was that it turned 
unusually dry during 
that month. That would 
certainly account for 
the wilting, and it’s 
common for one plant 
out of a group to reach 
the “permanent wilting 
point” without the oth-
ers being so adversely 
affected.

D e a r  N e i l ,  M y 
neighbor’s oak tree is 
15 feet from our wa-
ter meter and the line 
going into my house. 
Should I worry about 
its roots being a prob-
lem?

Water lines are sealed 
tightly and are under 

pressure. Roots do not 
invade them like they 
used to get into the very 
old clay sewer “slip” 
tiles that fit together 
loosely. If a crack were 
to develop into which 
a root could grow, it 
would quickly develop 
into a very conspicuous 
leak. You would have 
far bigger concerns that 
would demand instant 
attention.

Your only concern 
would be if a surface 
root were to grow di-
rectly beneath the water 
line or within the meter. 
As the root grew larger 
and larger,  i t  could 
swell to crack the pipe 
or valve. Avoid that by 
severing the root and 
installing a rigid bar-
rier to divert the root’s 
growth.

Dear Neil, I have a 
jalapeno pepper in a 
pot. It was productive 
on our patio all sum-
mer, and I protected 
it from the first cold 
spells. Is it practical 
to keep it indoors this 
winter so I can take 

it back outside next 

spring?

Probably not. You’d 

be better off starting 

seedlings in January so 

you could have trans-

plants ready with the 

first warm days of late 

March or April. They 

would be much more 

vigorous than a plant 

forced to limp through 

four months indoors in 

dark conditions. Or buy 

transplants at a nursery 

come spring if all you 

need is one or a few. 

You’re always better 

off starting with new 

plants when it comes 

to annual flowers and 

vegetables.  The ex-

ception would be with 

plants such as coleus, 

which are generally 

started from cuttings.

Have  a  ques t i on 

you’d like Neil to con-

sider? E-mail him at 

mailbag@sperrygar-

dens.com. Neil regrets 

that he cannot reply to 

questions individually.

Too much sunlight adversely aff ects dwarf green aucubas

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  dice dots
  5  Texas band 
      “ZZ Top,” e.g.
  6  TXism: “useless as
      earrings on _  ___”
  7  TXism: “all vine, __
      watermelon” (fake)
  8  female chicken
  9  TX Sam Bass
      robbed these
15  “Watermelon Thump”
      in Luling has a 
      ____-spitting contest
16  TXism: “useless as 
      a ______  __  _ sow”
19  police seizures
21  childbirth process
22  Texas is a major
      producer of this gas
27  when one team
      trounches another
28  TX Howard Hughes’
      was $2.5 billlion
29  this Duvall was
      “Gus” in Texas-based
      “Lonesome Dove”
30  TXism: “he’ll kick
      you into a _______
      home” (mean horse)
32  Travis: “I shall never
      surrender __ retreat”
33  TXism: “she’d have
      __  _____  __ twice
      to cast a shadow”
      (skinny)
36  Italian “good eve-
      ning”: “buona ____”
37  TXism: “fi ts like
      ugly on an ___”
38  alcohol content
39  when a religious
      garment has a 
      hanging fl ap

  1  TX Jeannie C.’s
      “Harper Valley ___”
  2  TX Willie album:
      “The ___ Tapes”
  3  a Texas settler
  4  “Texas, our Texas!
      __  _________  __
      great!” (state song)
  8  TXism: “skeedad-
      dle out of ____”
  9  TXism: “______
      ____  ____-old
      dishwater”
      (bad fl avor)

41  1951 fi lm about TX Ben
      Hogan: “Follow the ___”
42  TXism: “thick __  ____
      on a dog’s back”
45  sign of boredom
46  this Robert directed TX
      Shelley Duvall in 1980
      fi lm “Popeye” (init.)
47  pig sound
48  “bear” in Mexico
49  search for someone
      (2 wds.)

52  cut a board
53  TX Kris wrote
      “Me and Bobby
      Mc___”
54  this Dawson was
      QB for the Dallas
      Texans and stayed
      on as a Chief
55  “___ out a living”

10  init. of actor in
      29-across
11  money maker for
      the Pampa News
12  TXism: “____  ____
      ___ a new hat size!”
      (threat)
13  tidy
14  Japanese noodles
15  “_____  ___ National
      Wildlife Refuge”
16  daze
17  a Texas restaurant
      after closing (2 wds.)
18  “roses ___  ___ . . .”
20  hot Texas chili:
      “____ of the devil”
22  TX Rashad who was
      Clair Huxtable (init.)

23  TXism: “___ gut”
      (liquor)
24  Dallas Symphony
      reed instrument
25  fi re ants, e.g.
26  Port ______, TX
28  1994 fi lm with
      TX Dennis Quaid:
       “Wyatt ____”
31  “bring up the ____”

34  this Nick coached
      the Rio Grande
      Valley Vipers (init.) 
35  1988 fi lm starring
      Dennis Quaid and
      Meg Ryan
37  TXism: “weak as _
      ___-day-old kitten”
40  Tyler: in ____ Texas
43  snake sound
44  TXism: “if a hog
      had wings, he’d be
      __  _____”
50  in Johnson County
      on U.S. 67
51  TX Janis Joplin 
      died of one (abbr.)
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The Alpine Lady Bucks 
surged back into the win 
column with a command-
ing 51-32 victory over the 
Van Horn Eagles on Mon-
day night, December 3. 
Sophomore Colette Fowl-
kes led the team with 12 
points and eight rebounds, 
while freshman Gyllian 
Morrissey contributed 10 
points and seven rebounds. 

Sophomore Evelyn 
Smith also made a sig-
nifi cant impact, fi nishing 
with 14 points to seal the 
win. This victory came 
on the heels of the Lady 
Bucks’ participation in the 
Longhorn Classic Tourna-
ment in Buena Vista, De-
cember 5-7. 

Over the weekend, the 
team played four games, 
securing three wins and 
one loss, including a for-
feit victory over New Way 
Christian Academy. Their 
strong showing highlighted 
the team’s growth and de-
termination this season.

In their tournament open-
ing game, Alpine faced Van 
Horn in a rematch. The 
Lady Bucks dominated 
with a relentless offense 
and tenacious defense, rep-
licating their earlier success 
against the Eagles and so-
lidifying their momentum 
with a 54-23 win. 

This performance set the 
tone for the rest of their 
tournament run.

Alpine’s second game 
was scheduled against 
New Way Christian Acad-
emy, resulting in a forfeit 
victory due to unforeseen 
circumstances. Despite not 
playing, the team main-
tained focus and prepared 
for their next matchup that 
same day.

The Lady Bucks 
squared off  against Trin-
ity in game three, show-
casing their depth and 
teamwork. Outstanding 
performances across the 
board propelled Alpine to 
a 38-27 victory, strength-
ening the team’s momen-
tum in the tournament. 

Senior Hope Domin-
guez led the charge with 
11 points, showcasing her 
scoring ability and leader-
ship on the court. Senior 
Masiela Miranda also 
stepped up, contributing 

10 points, and her pres-
ence was vital in pushing 
the team to the 11-point 
victory. 

The Lady Bucks also dis-
played impressive strength 
on the boards, recording 
45 rebounds, both off en-
sively and defensively. This 
dominant performance al-
lowed Alpine to control 
the game’s tempo, limit 
Trinity’s second-chance 
opportunities, and create 
more scoring chances for 
themselves. The team’s 
eff ort on the glass was a 
key factor in their 38-27 
victory, reflecting their 
hustle and determination 
all around. With these key 
contributions, Alpine dem-
onstrated a well-rounded 
effort that only boosted 
their confi dence going into 
the next round.

The tournament con-
cluded with a challeng-
ing game against the host 
team, Buena Vista. Despite 
a hard-fought effort, the 
Lady Bucks fell short in a 
close contest, 43-37. De-
spite a strong performance 
on the boards, the Lady 
Bucks found themselves 
outmatched by Buena 
Vista’s size and shooting 
in their fi nal game of the 
Longhorn Classic Tourna-
ment. Morrissey led Alpine 
with 10 points, but Buena 
Vista’s defense kept the rest 
of the Lady Bucks’ roster 
in check, holding them to 
single digits. The Lady 
Bucks controlled the glass, 
out-rebounding Buena 
Vista 55 to 36, and domi-
nated defensively with 
16 steals compared to the 
Longhorns’ 10. However, 
despite their dominance in 
these areas, Alpine strug-
gled to overcome Buena 
Vista’s shooting effi  cien-
cy and size, leading to a 
narrow loss. Both teams 
played strong defense, but 
Buena Vista edged Alpine 
in scoring, ultimately se-
curing the win.

The Lady Bucks’ re-
silience and adaptability 
throughout the tournament 
demonstrated their po-
tential to compete against 
tough competition through-
out the rest of the season, 
refl ecting their upward tra-
jectory this season. 

On Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10, the Alpine Lady 
Bucks delivered an im-

pressive performance at 

home against one of the 

Midland Legacy junior var-

sity teams. Alpine started 

strong, with Morrissey and 

Fowlkes leading the off en-

sive charge. However, by 

the end of the fi rst quarter, 

the Lady Bucks struggled 

to convert shots, trailing by 

one point, 12-11. 

The second period re-

mained tightly contested. 

The Lady Rebels tied the 

game at 23. After a deter-

mined defensive stand, 

they retook the lead just 

before halftime, keeping 

the Lady Bucks from get-

ting near the basket. At the 

half, Midland Legacy led 

Alpine 25-23.

The third quarter be-

gan with both teams trad-

ing baskets. Still, Alpine 

quickly surged ahead with 

two fast scores, forcing 

the Lady Rebels to call 

a timeout to disrupt their 

momentum. Improved 

shooting and strong de-

fense allowed Alpine to 

hold onto their lead, clos-

ing the third period with a 

42-37 advantage.

The Lady Bucks carried 

their rhythm into the fi nal 

quarter, maintaining domi-

nance on both ends of the 

court. They kept the pres-

sure on Midland Legacy 

and ultimately secured a 

decisive 63-51 victory. 

With key contributions 

from underclassmen like 

Fowlkes, Morrissey, and 

Smith, the team is poised 

for continued success as 

they advance deeper into 

the schedule.

Alpine hits the road on 

Monday, December 16, 

to face Klondike at 6:45. 

Then, on Friday, December 

20, they face Monahans for 

a 1 p.m. game. The Lady 

Bucks travel to Kermit on 

January 3 for their fi rst dis-

trict game. The next home 

game for the Lady Bucks 

will be Tuesday, January 

14, against Presidio. 
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 Sports
Lady Bucks proving formidable on the court

Sophomore Evelyn Smith was a top scorer in Tuesday night’s game, where the Lady 
Bucks defeated the Rebels 63-51.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Fightin’ Buck 
Basketball Schedule 

2024-2025
Dec. 12-14 Sanderson Tourney, 
AWAY 9th TBD JV TBD V TBD
Dec. 17 Fort Stockton, HOME 
9th 4:30 JV 6:00 V 7:30
Dec. 20 Monahans, AWAY 
9th 1:00 JV 1:00 V 2:30
Dec. 26-28 Caprock Tourney, AWAY 
9th TBD JV TBD V TBD
Jan. 3 McCamey, HOME 
9th 4:00 JV 5:00 V 6:30
Jan. 7 Buena Vista, AWAY V 7:30

DISTRICT 4-3A GAMES
Jan. 10 Tornillo, AWAY 
9th 5:00 JV 6:30 V 8:00
Jan. 14 Presidio, HOME 9th**6:30 
JV **5:00 V 8:00
Jan. 17 Anthony, AWAY 9th 5:00 
JV 6:30 V 8:00
Jan. 21 Kermit, HOME 
9th **6:30 JV **5:00 V 8:00
Jan. 24 OPEN
Jan. 28 Tornillo, HOME 
9th **6:30 JV **5:00 V 8:00
Jan. 31 Presidio, AWAY 
9th 5:00 JV 6:30 V 8:00
Feb. 4 Anthony, HOME 
9th **6:30 JV **5:00 V 8:00
Feb. 7 Kermit, AWAY 
9th  5:00 JV 6:30 V 8:00
Feb. 11 OPEN
Feb. 17-18 Bi-District
Feb. 24-28 Regional Semifi nals
Feb. 27-March 1 Regional Finals
March 3-4 State Semifi nals

March 6-8  State Finals

*Dates and times are subject to 
change. **Games played at

 Alpine Middle School

BY KERRY LAIRD
Sports Editor
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EVELYN SMITHEVELYN SMITH

Sophomore standout and multi- sport 

athlete is this week’s Athlete of the Week 

after her standout performance

 against Midland Legacy.  

• COLD PRESS

• SMALL BATCH

• SMOOTHIES

• BOWLS

• JUICES

208 West Holland Avenue • Alpine •  Texas 79830 • (432) 386-0759

Monday-Saturday 7-6 • Sunday 10-4
Stop in or order online today!

JUICE BAR

Weatherby Mark V Deluxe, 270 

Winchester, Grade IV Turkish 

Walnut- Exhibition Grade Stock, 

manufactured in USA. Includes Zeiss 

3-9x50 scope. Mint Condition-shot 

less than 25 times. Located in Alpine, 

$3,000.

Call or Text 512-963-7533
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The Alpine Fightin’ 
Bucks Varsity boys bas-
ketball team demonstrated 
dominance and resilience 
during a busy early-season 
play week. The Bucks 
kicked off  the week with a 
commanding road victory 
over Van Horn on Tuesday, 
December 3, before facing 
a tougher challenge against 
San Elizario on Friday, De-
cember 6.

On Tuesday, Alpine 
rolled into Van Horn for 
their first away game of 
the season and delivered 

an impressive 68-24 win. 
From the opening tip-

off , the Bucks set the tone 
with a tenacious defensive 

eff ort, holding the Eagles 
to single-digit scoring in 
all four quarters. The team 
forced an astounding 29 
turnovers and converted 
them into 32 points, em-
phasizing their aggressive 
approach on both ends of 
the fl oor.

Off ensively, the Bucks 
showcased their ability to 
adapt. While their three-
point shooting wasn’t on 
target, they dominated in-
side, shooting 60% from 
two-point range (24-40). 

Additionally, they were 
highly effi  cient at the free-
throw line, knocking down 
11 of 14 attempts for a 
solid 78%. 

Leading scorers for 
the game included Fer-
ris Daley with 19 points, 
Dae Hardwick and Zane 
Wash with 10 points each, 
Kelton Tarrant with 9, and 
Tae Hardwick with 8. The 
Bucks also made their pres-
ence felt on the boards, out-
rebounding Van Horn by a 
margin of 10. The combi-
nation of relentless defense 
and eff ective off ense left 
little room for Van Horn’s 
young squad, composed 
mostly of freshmen and 
sophomores, to mount any 
signifi cant challenge. 

By the end of the third 
quarter, Alpine had built a 
commanding 51-19 lead, 
effectively putting the 
game out of reach.

“I was pleased with our 
defensive intensity and 
attention to detail,” said 
Head Coach Aaron Hard-
wick. “Although we didn’t 
shoot it well from deep, we 
had multiple players step 
up, and we found diff erent 
ways to score the basket-
ball, particularly through 
our transition, which is 
something we stressed 
leading up to this contest.” 

The win marked Alpine’s 
second consecutive victory 
to open the season, improv-
ing their record to 2-0. “It is 
good to get a win, but we 

have to continue to get bet-
ter in order to accomplish 
our goals that have been set 
for this season,” said Coach 
Hardwick.

The Bucks didn’t have 
much time to rest before 
hitting the road again on 
Friday, December 6, for a 
non-conference matchup 
against the San Elizario 
Eagles. 

The game proved to be 
a tougher test, with San 
Elizario seeking redemp-
tion after falling to Alpine 
57-45 last season. Despite 
their best eff orts, the Bucks 
fell short in a 41-31 defeat, 
marking their fi rst loss of 
the season. San Elizario’s 
disciplined play and strong 
fourth quarter ultimately 
made the diff erence. 

The game was competi-
tive, with both teams trad-
ing defensive stops and 
key plays early on. Alpine 
showed fl ashes of the in-
tensity that had propelled 
them to their fi rst two wins, 
but the off ense struggled to 
maintain rhythm against 
San Elizario’s stifl ing de-
fense. Fast breaks and tran-
sition plays, a hallmark of 
the Bucks’ success earlier 
in the week, were harder 
to come by as San Eliz-
ario tightened their cover-
age and forced Alpine into 
contested shots. Although 
the loss was a setback, the 
Bucks showed skill and grit 
that will serve them well as 
the season progresses. 

“We felt we were pre-
pared, but we couldn’t 
quite get it done,” said 
Coach Hardwick. “You 
want to win them all, but 
that’s just not how it goes 
all the time. The key is 
how we respond to adver-
sity.” The coaching staff 
remains focused on using 
these early-season games 
to build toward their long-
term goals. 

Tuesday, December 
10, the Bucks traveled 
to Midland Greenwood, 
which Coach Hardwick 
described as “another team 
who is playing well right 
now.” Greenwood won 
the battle with a score of 
44-68, outpacing Alpine. 
Adjustments in strategy 
and execution will be key 
as the team prepares for an 
increasingly challenging 
schedule.

Despite the abbreviated 
beginning to the season, 
the Fightin’ Bucks have 

shown early promise with 

a blend of defensive inten-

sity, off ensive versatility, 

and contributions from a 

deep roster.

“This is a different 

year overall,” said Head 

Coach Aaron Hardwick. 

“We haven’t had as many 

games as we have been 

accustomed to having by 

this point of the year, so it’s 

going to take us a while to 

build that total team chem-

istry.” 

Having not played a 

home game in nearly a 

month, the Bucks will re-

turn to their home court 

to face Fort Stockton on 

Tuesday, December 17, 

at 7:30 pm. They hope 

to improve on their 2-2 

season. “Tuesday, we 

are fi nally back home to 

take on Fort Stockton in 

the Battle of Highway 

67, Hoops Edition,” said 

Coach Hardwick. 
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Treat yourself to a

Winter Getaway 

Enjoy some R&R while we provide 

homemade breakfast and do the dishes.

 Vacation or Staycation,
You just relax.

alpinetxbnb.com or give us a call 

at 432-538-7032

at Alpine Bed and Breakfast. 

BRANDS WE CARRY

2600 EAST US 90 W  ALPINE

432-837-5792
MON.-FRI. 8-6 - SAT. 8-3

Circle G

ayaway
Layaway

ChristmasChristmas

Shop local this Christmas Season

Lady Buck 

Basketball 

Schedule 

2024-2025
Dec. 16: Klondike, WINK 

JV 5:30 V 6:45

Dec. 20: Monahans, HOME 

JV 2:30 V 1:00

Dec. 26-28: Caprock 

Tourney, AWAY 

JV TBA V TBA

Jan. 3: Kermit, AWAY 

JV 5:00 V 6:30

Jan. 7: Buena Vista, AWAY 

JV 5:00 V 6:30

Jan. 10: Tornillo, AWAY 

JV 5:00 V 6:30

Jan. 14: Presidio, HOME 

JV 5:00 V 6:30

Jan. 17: Anthony, AWAY 

JV 5:00 V 6:30

Jan. 21: Kermit, HOME 

JV 5:00 V 6:30

Jan. 24: Balmorhea, AWAY 

JV 5:00 V 6:30

Jan. 28: Tornillo, HOME 

JV 5:00 V 6:30

Jan. 31: Presidio, AWAY 

JV 5:00 V 6:30

Feb. 4: Anthony, HOME 

JV 5:00 JV 6:30

Feb. 8: District Certifi cation

Feb. 10-11: Bi-District

Feb. 13-15: Area

Feb. 17-18: Regional 

Semifi nals

Feb. 20-22: Regional 

Finals/Optional Regional 

Tournament

Feb. 24-25: State 

Semifi nals

**Dates and times are

 subject to change.

Bucks balance triumph and adversity in packed week of play

2024-2025 Fightin’ Bucks Varsity Basketball

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

www.alpinetxbnb.com
www.alpinetxbnb.com


 

Alpine Middle Schoolers built a device that will 
safely deliver their turkey to the dinner table, just 
in time for Christmas.

Courtesy photo

A group of middle schoolers involved in STEAM 
recently took a trip to Big Bend Ranch State Park 
to participate in a water testing experiment us-
ing water in the Rio Grande. These students also 
learned how some of the cliff s around the river are 
formed using hands-on experience.

Courtesy photo

Wildlife in Focus 
(WIF) is expanding 
its popular photo con-
test statewide in 2025 
and is off ering a record 
$40,000 in prize pack-
ages for the talented 
winners. The contest has 
been around for two de-
cades, but in past years, 
it has been limited to 
select counties. In 2025, 
contest organizers want 
to reach more landown-
ers and photographers 
across the state. 

The competition’s goal 
is to promote wildlife 
habitat conservation and 
create a visual record of 
the beauty of native Tex-
as land and wildlife. The 
prize-winning photos are 
assembled in a coffee 
table book and are also 
used in WIF’s education-
al outreach program for 
children in grades K-8.

“We’re really excited 
about expanding our 
reach and celebrating 
wildlife conservation 
across Texas,” said WIF 
Photo Contest Director 
Miles Phillips. “We’re 
also adding a videogra-
phy category in 2025.”

The contest pairs land-
owners with participat-
ing photographers, so 
advance registration is 
required. Registration is 
now open, and the dead-
line is February 1, 2025. 
Register at wildlifeinfo-
cus.org. Photographers 
and landowners can se-
lect their own teams, or 
WIF can assist in pairing 
teams. 

The photo contest 
window is February 21- 
May 31, 2025. Photog-

raphers will create a di-
verse portfolio of photos 
captured at any time dur-
ing the contest window. 
Photos can be submit-
ted in 50 categories.  A 
panel of professional 
photographers will judge 
the photos. 

The contest provides 
an opportunity to tell 
a story of private land 
wildlife stewardship 
while having a truly 
unique experience be-
ing a team partner with 
a landowner.

“The photo contest has 
been a wonderful oppor-
tunity for our family,” 
said Claire Vaughan, a 
participating landown-
er who now serves as 
WIF’s board of direc-
tors president. “We have 
documented the beauty 
of the land and wildlife 
we love. It has also cre-
ated opportunities for 
our ranch business to di-
versify.”

Nature photography 
tourism is growing as 
a sustainable income 
stream for private land-
owners across Texas. 

“I have participated 
as both a landowner and 
a photographer, and I 
can testify that it has 
been the most reward-
ing experience I have 
had in ranch ownership 
and in photographing 
wildlife,” said Dr. San-
dy Hurwitz, who also 
serves on WIF’s board. 
“The friends that I have 
made, the insights I have 
gained, and the opportu-
nity to repeat it all on a 
regular basis has been a 
wonderful game changer 

for me. We encourage 
all interested landown-
ers and photographers to 
participate.” 

Whether participants 
aim to win, learn, or 
simply share their pas-
sion for conservation, 
this contest is a gateway 
to a deeper connection 
with wildlife and the 
photography community. 

Contest details and 
registration can be found 
at wildlifeinfocus.org.

 
P H O T O S 

HERE: https://www.
dropbox.com/sc l / fo /
kbd7lg0ezpaj04n3wop-
wv/AItD96r43HRmY6
mcca6eMyo?rlkey=grzl
04vt841wnaeboup69uc
2a&st=tms3ox9x&dl=0

Wildlife in Focus expands statewide to promote conservation

Special Delivery

Texas wildlife photo contest off ers $40,000 

STEAMers visit Big 

Bend Ranch State Park
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At the time the sale begins, all bidders at the sale must be registered with the above named agent 
conducting the sale and be eligible to bid according to the Property Tax Code. 
 
Dated at Alpine, Brewster County, Texas, this the 9th day of December, 2024. 
 

  
 /s/ Ronny Dodson 

  RONNY DODSON 
  SHERIFF, BREWSTER COUNTY 

   

THIS SALE IS BEING CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO STATUTORY OR 
JUDICIAL REQUIREMENTS.  BIDDERS WILL BID ON THE RIGHTS, TITLE, 
AND INTERESTS, IF ANY, IN THE REAL PROPERTY OFFERED. 
 
THE PROPERTY IS SOLD AS IS, WHERE IS, AND WITHOUT ANY 
WARRANTY, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED.  NEITHER THE COUNTY 
NOR THE SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT WARRANTS OR MAKES ANY 
REPRESENTATIONS ABOUT THE PROPERTY'S TITLE, CONDITION, 
HABITABILITY, MERCHANTABILITY, OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 
PURPOSE.  BUYERS ASSUME ALL RISKS. 
 
IN SOME SITUATIONS, A LOT OF FIVE ACRES OR LESS IS PRESUMED TO 
BE INTENDED FOR RESIDENTIAL USE.  HOWEVER, IF THE PROPERTY 
LACKS WATER OR WASTEWATER SERVICE, THE PROPERTY MAY NOT 
QUALIFY FOR RESIDENTIAL USE.  A POTENTIAL BUYER WHO WOULD 
LIKE MORE INFORMATION SHOULD MAKE ADDITIONAL INQUIRIES OR 
CONSULT WITH PRIVATE COUNSEL. 

 
ESTA VENTA SE LLEVARÁ A CABO DE CONFORMIDAD CON LOS 
REQUISITOS LEGALES O JUDICIALES. LOS POSTORES HARÁN UNA 
OFERTA POR EL TÍTULO, LOS DERECHOS E INTERESES, SI ALGUNO, EN 
LA PROPIEDAD OFRECIDA. 
 
LA PROPIEDAD SE VENDE COMO ESTÁ, EN EL LUGAR DONDE SE 
ENCUENTRA, Y SIN NINGUNA GARANTÍA, YA SEA EXPRESA O 
IMPLÍCITA. NI EL CONDADO, NI LA OFICINA DEL ALGUACIL 
GARANTIZAN O HACEN NINGUNA REPRESENTACIÓN SOBRE EL 
TÍTULO DE LA PROPIEDAD, CONDICIÓN, HABITABILIDAD, 
COMERCIABILIDAD, O IDONEIDAD PARA UN PROPÓSITO PARTICULAR. 
LOS COMPRADORES ASUMEN TODOS LOS RIESGOS. 
 
EN ALGUNAS SITUACIONES, UN LOTE DE CINCO HECTÁREAS O MENOS 
SE PRESUME QUE ES APTO PARA USO RESIDENCIAL. SIN EMBARGO, SI 
LA PROPIEDAD NO TIENE SERVICIOS DE AGUA POTABLE O AGUAS 
RESIDUALES, LA PROPIEDAD NO PUEDE CALIFICAR PARA EL USO 
RESIDENCIAL. UN COMPRADOR POTENCIAL QUE DESEE MÁS 
INFORMACIÓN, DEBERÁ HACER ESTUDIOS ADICIONALES O 
CONSULTAR CON UN ABOGADO PRIVADO. 
 

 

NOTICE OF SALE  

 
 

THE STATE OF TEXAS                              §                              BY VIRTUE OF AN ORDER 
 § OF SALE 
 §  
COUNTY OF BREWSTER  § DATED:  December 2, 2024 
 
 

and issued  pursuant  to a judgment  decree of the District Court, 394th Judicial District, of Brewster 
County, Texas, by the District Clerk on said date, and to me directed and delivered as Sheriff of 
said County, I have on the 9th day of December, 2024, seized, levied upon, and will on the first 
Tuesday in January, 2025, the same being the 7th  day of said month, at the Courthouse door, of 
said County in the City of Alpine, beginning at 10:00 o’clock a.m., on said day, proceed to sell for 
cash to the highest bidder all the right, title and interest of the defendants in such suit to the 
following described real estate levied upon as the property of said defendants, the same lying and 
being situated in the County of Brewster and the State of Texas, to-wit:    
 

 

CAUSE NO. TXB22366; ALPINE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT V. PRESCOTT 

TRADING & EQUIPMENT CO. 

 

TRACT 1: R19445 
The Southwest Quarter (SW/4) of the East Half (E/2) of Survey 3, Block NC, being 32 acres of 
land, more or less, Brewster County, Texas; being that property more particularly described as a 
Warranty Deed recorded in Volume 53, Page 223 in the deed records of Brewster County, Texas. 
 

 

or upon the written request of said defendants or their attorney, a sufficient portion thereof to 
satisfy said judgment, interest, penalties, and costs; subject, however to the right of redemption 
by the defendants or any person having an interest therein, to redeem said property, or their 
interest therein, in the manner provided by law, and subject to any other and further rights to 
which the defendants or anyone interested therein may be entitled, under the provisions of law.  
Said sale to be made by me to satisfy the judgment rendered in the above styled and numbered 
cause, together with interest, penalties and costs of suit, and the proceeds of said sale to be 
applied to the satisfaction thereof, and the remainder, if any, to be applied as the law directs. 
 
I have appointed the following as agent to conduct the sale, to-wit: 
  
  
  Perdue, Brandon, Fielder, Collins & Mott, L.L.P. 
  Attorneys at Law 
  2500 N. Big Spring St., Ste. D 
  Midland, Texas 79705 
  (432) 522-2427 
 

The Alpine High School Certifi ed Nursing Assistant (CNA) program recent-
ly received a $68,000 grant from the Big Bend Regional Hospital District 
(BBRHD). CNA instructor and district nurse Gayla Owen and some of her 
students recently welcomed BBRHD executive director Lynette Brehm and 
board secretary Angela Juett to AHS to learn more about the district’s CNA 
program.

Courtesy photo

AHS nursing program receives grant

www.cus.org
www.wildlifeinfocus.org
www.car
www.dropbox.com/scl/fo
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“Thousands of stores 
have opened to sell all 
types of dangerous prod-
ucts with unlimited THC. 
These stores even target 
your children,” stated Lt. 
Gov. Dan Patrick.

Patrick issued a state-
ment on December 4, an-
nouncing Senate Bill 3, 
which will be legislation to 
ban all forms of consum-
able Tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC) from being sold in 
Texas. 

“Everyone knows that 
agriculture is part of the 
fabric of Texas. In 2019, 
the Texas Legislature 
passed House Bill 1325 by 
Rep. Tracy King, R-Uval-
de, to bolster agriculture 
in Texas. Part of that bill 
allowed for the commer-

cialization of hemp, which 
might include un-remov-
able non-intoxicating trace 
amounts of Delta 9 THC.

 “Dangerously, retailers 
exploited the agriculture 
law to sell life-threatening, 
unregulated forms of THC 
to the public and made 
them easily accessible. 
These stores not only sold 
to adults, but they targeted 
Texas children and ex-
posed them to dangerous 
levels of THC. Since 2023, 
thousands of stores selling 
hazardous THC products 
have popped up in com-
munities across the state, 
and many sell products, 
including beverages, that 
have three to four times the 
THC content that might be 
found in marijuana pur-

chased from a drug dealer. 
Under Senate Bill 3, these 
products, and all forms of 
THC, will be banned in 
Texas.  

 “Senate Bill 3, which 
will be carried by Sen. 
Charles Perry, R-Lubbock, 
will ban all forms of THC 
and keep these unsafe 
products off our streets. 
We are not going to allow 
these retailers to circum-
vent the law and put Tex-
ans’ lives in danger. This 
bill will have broad bipar-
tisan support in the Senate. 
I trust the House will also 
see the danger of these 
products and pass this bill 
with overwhelming sup-
port so it can become law 
immediately,” Patrick con-
cluded.

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick launches legislative 

initiative to ban all THC

Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

For many people, the 
holidays are all about 
food. It’s that time of 
year when the matriarchs 
or even the patriarchs 
of the family break out 
those time-honored fam-
ily recipes. These dish-
es are different across 
the country, but adding 
something new should 
not be out of the ques-
tion.

Brunch is a great way 
to try something new on 
the family and not upset 
the apple cart, as the say-
ing goes.

Many brunch reci-
pes involve casseroles, 
quiches, or frittatas. 
Some are sweet, and 
some are savory, but they 
can be one of the best 
parts of the holiday or a 
new item to add to your 
brunch menus through-
out the year.

One such casserole that 
I have on my list to try is 
a pancake breakfast cas-
serole. The pancakes can 
be made ahead of time 
and frozen, saving time 
when getting this sweet 
dish to the table. All that 
is needed is to defrost 
the pancakes before us-
ing them, and then you 
can bake them in a rich, 
creamy custard.

Another item on my 
brunch list is a hash 
brown breakfast bundt. 
Yes, that means you 
break out your bundt pan 
as if you were going to 
bake a cake, but instead, 
take everything we love 
from a traditional diner 
breakfast and bake it 
in a bundt pan. This in-
cludes hash browns, 
eggs, cheese, and sau-
sage. This, too, can be 
prepared ahead of time 
and can easily be served 
on Christmas morning.

And let’s not forget 
the quiche. This brunch 
favorite is probably the 
most versatile of all 
brunch options. The in-
gredients that can be 
added are almost unlim-
ited and can be tailored 
to everyone’s liking, 
especially if you make 
more than one.

Other brunch options 
include French toast 
and Belgian waffl  es, and 
none of this would be 
complete without sides 
of bacon or sausage. 
Bread puddings are an-
other brunch option and 
can be savory or sweet, 
although traditionally, 
they lean towards the 
sweet side.

Finally, my favorite 
part about creating a 
brunch casserole is that 
a variety of vegetables 
may be added to many of 
these dishes. While this 
mostly tricks your mind 
into believing every-

thing you’re partaking 

in is healthy, it still adds 

a healthy element that 

might not be considered 

at breakfast or brunch-

time.

Therefore, whether 

you choose the sweet or 

savory route, know that a 

brunch casserole, quiche, 

or even a frittata can sat-

isfy the ravenous hordes 

clamoring for something 

tasty besides the tradi-

tionally scheduled holi-

day meal.

For full recipes, visit 

www.alpineavalanche.

com.

Brunch ideas to satisfy the whole family

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Hashbrown Breakfast Bundt

Pancake breakfast casserole

Upside-down apple French toast with cranberries 
and pecans

This Friday, December 

13, at 5:30 p.m., Sul Ross 

State University will hold 

its fall commencement 

ceremony at the Pete P. 

Gallego Center. Texas 

Criminal Appeals Judge 

Michelle Slaughter is the 

guest speaker who will ad-

dress this fall’s graduates. 

Judge Slaughter was 

elected to the Texas Court 

of Criminal Appeals 

(CCA) in 2018, receiv-

ing more than 4.7 mil-

lion votes, more than any 

other contested candidate 

in the United States for 

that year’s general elec-
tion. Before her election 
to the CCA, Judge Slaugh-
ter served six years as a 
district judge in the 405th 
District Court of Galveston 
County.

She earned her J.D. cum 
laude from the University 
of Houston Law Center in 
2004 and B.A. magna cum 
laude from the University 
of Houston in 1998. Dur-
ing law school, she was an 
intern for two federal dis-
trict judges for the Texas 
First Court of Appeals. 
After graduating from law 
school, Judge Slaughter 
worked as a litigation at-
torney for two international 

law fi rms. She had her own 
successful practice until 
she was elected as a district 
judge in 2013.

Judge Michelle M. 
Slaughter.

Courtesy photo

Slaughter to deliver commencement address

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Marathon Independent School District 

Request for Bids No. 2024-1 

Security Fencing 

Marathon ISD is soliciting bids for a contractor/company to install 
new fencing, remove and replace existing fencing, and install gates at 

locations needed. The new fencing is needed for the safety and security 
of the students and staff members. Sealed bids will be received until 

1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 18, 2024. Bids will be presented to 
the Board of Trustees during the regularly scheduled board meeting, 
to be held on December 18, 2024. At 6:00 p.m., at 109 N. 5th Street, 

Marathon, TX 79842.  

Project specifications and timelines are available at www.marathonisd.
net under the School Finance/Procurement tabs, or may be obtained 

from the district’s business office: 

Marcus Celaya, Business Manager 
mcelaya@marathonisd.net 
432-386-4431 
109 N. 5th Street 
Marathon, TX 79842 

Marathon ISD reserves the right to reject any and all bids.  

This Alpine house is all about the Grinch this holiday season, but we’re pret-
ty sure they won’t allow him to steal Christmas.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Alpine residents have gone all out this season, decorating their yards and 
houses with Christmas cheer.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Grinches all around

Festive Cheer

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
www.avalanche.com


 

Mobile homes 
and spaces. Close 
to Sul Ross Uni-
versity.  Frontier 
Mobile Home 
Village. 1102 N. 
9th St. trailer #35 
Alpine.  Call 432-
837-2736   

FOR RENT/

LEASE  

New 3 bedroom, 
2 bath 1400 
square foot 
home.  Close 
to high school.  
Large open fl oor 
plan.  Master 
bedroom has 
walk in closet, 
bath + shower.  
Washer dryer 
included.  $1600/
month.  Call 432-
837-0990

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539 

2BR/1BA for rent. 
South central 
Alpine, adobe 
duplex unit, tin 
ceilings and 
fenced backyard.  
$650 monthly.  
Call 432-294-
2977 

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fi ll the night 
audit.  Excellent 
pay and benefi ts.  

Please apply in 
person at 2607 
West Highway 
90.

RANCH JOB 

WANTED – Army 
vet, non-drinker-
smoker, senior, 
will caretake/
safeguard your 
place, patrol 
fences & gently 
occupy that 
rent-free casita.  
432-296-8813  

WANT TO BUY

I buy cast iron 
skillets please 
text or call 512-
963-7533. 

SERVICES

Antique Depot 
Upholstery – 
Marathon, Tx.  
Call 432-386-
4342 or 432-386-
2928

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE II – 
1002 E. NATIONS.  
Saturday, Dec. 
14th from 8:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
Clothes, jewelry, 
and much more.

Estate Sale for 
Gayle Gordon, 
1018 Yale, Marfa, 
Dec. 14-15, Sat. 
– Sun., 9-3.  Fine 
Art including 
works by Julie 
Speed, Cesar 

Martinez, Lamar 

Briggs, Billy Ray 

Mangham, Terry 

Ybanez, Jean 

Jack, Kaeko Moti, 

Charles Reb-

worth, Josephine 

Rubirosa, and 

many more.  

Herman Miller 

Eames chair and 

footstool, 7 ft. 

burlwood par-

sons table, Isamu 

Noguchi fl oor 

lamp, antique 

tables, church 

pew, Chip-

pendale dining 

chairs, Secretary 

desk, kitchen/

hoosier table, 

thousands of 

books and cook-

books, Mexican 

folk art, Oaxa-

can fi gures and 

ceramics, clothes, 

linens, kitchen 

ware-glass, 

dishes, small 

appliances, pots/

pans by Staub, Le 

Crueset, All Clad.  

Antiques – cut 

glass, fi ne porce-

lain, mid century 

glass, Asian art, 

Inuit, pre-Co-

lombian pottery, 

queen bed, Willie 

Nelson’s First July 

4th Picnic poster 

and so much 

more!  Don’t miss 

this sale!
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Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your ad the fi rst day of 

publication. We are only responsible for the fi rst 

incorrect insertion of any ad. Publisher’s liability for 

damages resulting from errors in any advertising 

that it has agreed to publish shall be limited to the 

amount actually received by the publisher in consid-

eration for its agreement to publish the advertise-

ment in question. It shall not be responsible for any 

consequential damages suff ered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due in the offi  ce by 

12:00 (noon) on Tuesday.

HOURS- You may place your ad in person at 704 

E. Holland, Alpine, TX 79830 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Call 432-837-3334.

CANCELLATIONS - All ads may be cancelled for 

the next publication until 12:00 (noon) on the Mon-

day before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - The publisher wants to do ev-

erything that is possible within the confi nes of good 

taste and legal constraints to help you advertise your 

product or service to the best advantage. We reserve 

the right to edit or reject any copy or insertion that 

does not meet our standards of acceptance. The Al-

pine Avalanche does not run ads for anyone whose 

balance on previous ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads must be paid in 

advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classifi ed Ads to the Al-

pine Avalanche by email at shelley.maroney

@alpineavalanche.com.

HELP WANTED GARAGE SALESMOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

ARE YOU ADVERTISING?

To grow your business, you must increase

YOUR VISIBILITY.

To advertise, call us at

979-732-2304

Colorado CountyThe

Citizen
to advertise, call us at

432.837.3334
Alpine Avalanche

ADMINISTRATION/PROFESSIONAL SERIVICES 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

BREWSTER COUNTY 

County.Judge@co.brewster.tx.us 

ADMINISTRATION/PROFESSIONAL SERIVICES

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

BREWSTER COUNTY

The Entity of Brewster County plans to apply for the upcoming 
2025-2026 Community Wildfire Defense Grant (CWDG) project(s) 
as part of funding announcement USDA-FS-2024-CWDG-SGSF 
which is managed by the National Forest Service (NFS). These 
services are being solicited to assist Brewster County in its 
application and administration of the CWDG contract, if awarded, 
to support eligible activities associated with the program in 
the Entity of Brewster County. Accordingly, Brewster County is 
seeking to contract with a qualified Professional Administrator 
or Service Provider (individual/firm) to prepare the application 
and/or administer the awarded contract. Please electronically 
submit your proposal in .pdf format via email to County.Judge@
co.brewster.tx.us Proposals must be received by Brewster County 
no later than 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 31st, 2024, to be 
considered. Brewster County reserves the right to negotiate with 
all individuals or firms that submit proposals, as per the Texas 
Professional Services Procurement Act and the Uniform Grant 
and Contract Management Standards. Section 3 Residents and 
Business Concerns, Minority Business Enterprises, Small Business 
Enterprises and Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to 
submit proposals. Brewster County is an Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer. Servicios de traducción están disponibles 
por peticion.

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812
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 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, 

 Alpine Location 

Now Hiring

APPLICATION 

HAS BEEN MADE 

WITH THE TEXAS 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

COMMISSION FOR 

A WINE AND BEER 

RETAILER’S OFF-

PREMISE PERMIT BY 

ALPINE VELOCITY OPS 

LLC D/B/A VELOCITY 

#18 TO BE LOCATED AT 

610 W HOLLAND AVE, 

ALPINE TEXAS 79830, 

BREWSTER COUNTY. 

THE OWNER OF SAID 

COMPANY IS RAJA S. 

DODDI, LLC MANAGER.

APPLICATION 

HAS BEEN MADE 

WITH THE TEXAS 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

COMMISSION FOR 

A WINE AND BEER 

RETAILER’S OFF-

PREMISE PERMIT BY 

ALPINE VELOCITY OPS 

LLC D/B/A  

VELOCITY #19

TO BE LOCATED AT 

1500 W HWY 90, 

ALPINE TEXAS 79830, 

BREWSTER COUNTY. 

THE OWNER OF

SAID COMPANY IS 

RAJA S. DODDI, LLC 

MANAGER.

Looking for a career, Village Farms is Hiring!

Site Compliance Coordinator

This position is responsible for reviewing, 

evaluating and analyzing work environments 

to control and prevent employee injury/Ill-

ness at our Fort Davis facility.

• Conduct regular inspections of workplace   

   environment to ensure compliance

• Conduct/coordinate various safety trainings

• Provide first aid as needed

• Investigate workplace incidents

• Manage injured worker’s cases and return to 

   work program

• Maintain various documents, SDS’s and

   reports

Requirements:

Strong verbal/written communication skills

Attention to detail

Proficiency in Microsoft Office

Bilingual in English/Spanish required

Reliable transportation

Please send resumes to: 

ebaeza@villagefarms.com

Or call 432-729-3071 Ext. 607 to inquire

We are seeking a highly skilled and experienced Master 

Electrician to join our team in Marfa and FT Davis.

Responsibilities:

• Install, maintain, and repair electrical systems

• Conduct routine inspections and maintenance     

   on electrical systems to ensure compliance with 

   safety regulations

• Read blueprints and schematics to identify

   electrical systems and locate faults

• Ensure all electrical work is done in accordance 

   with the National Electric Code (NEC).

• Train and lead teams performing electrical    

   system work

• Master Electrician License for the State of Texas 

  (Required)

• Strong problem-solving skills and attention to    

   detail

• Ability to read and interpret electrical schematics 

  and blueprints

• Experience with electrical troubleshooting and 

   repair

• Strong technical background and excellent   

   problem-solving skills

• Bilingual English/Spanish preferred

Please send resumes to ebaeza@villagefarms.com

or call 432-729-3071 ext. 607 to inquire

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.co.brewster.tx.us
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.avalanche.com


 

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

JESUS

For

President

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487, Pastor Coleman Reidling

Wednesday night at 6pm

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133
Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas
www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.
432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280
Pastor Stephen White

 Latter-Day Saints
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego
Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449
Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St
http://bigbenduu.org 

MESSIANIC
Hebraic Roots Aviv Fellowship 

Shabbat 12 Noon Saturday 
Chaplain’s Garvin & Stephanie Shiflet 
51160 TX-118 South, (432) 371-2999

HebraicRootsAvivFellowship.org

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822
Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL
Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday
1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 
Laura Belkin, 729-3063 
6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH
Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AIThis Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

FORT DAVIS  |  ALPINE  |  PRESIDIO

WWW.MAVERICK.BANK  |  (432) 837-1888

Congregation B’nai Zion El Paso, an independent congregation following 
Conservative movement practices, is pleased to announce outreach to
individuals in the Big Bend interested in Jewish experience Judaism. 

Services are available in person or live stream. 
Interested persons may contact our local representative at

(432) 664-8619 or visit our website congregationbnaizion.org 

Isaiah 

40: 13-15

Pastor Reidling Coleman

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

Sunday Worship
@ 11:00 AM

Wednesday night
6pm

I wonder what Jesus learned in his dad’s shop. Jo-
seph, Jesus’s earthly father, was a craftsman, after all.

I, however, am no craftsman. If you need proof, just 
look in my garage where my newest project stands 
rickety and out-of-square. I recently constructed some 
homemade shelving. It is functional, but once it was 
fi nished all I could say was, “Yikes.” Nevertheless, I did 
learn some lessons from the woodshed.

Lesson #1: If it’s warped, it’s warped. Using scrap 
wood means I came across some pieces that were 
warped. When I tried to use them, they threw every-
thing out of alignment. This got me thinking about 
how falsehood is like a warped piece of wood. No mat-
ter how much we fi x it up or bang on it, it will never 
become true. It will throw the whole project “off ,” and 
it’s usually best to discard it. The devil is the “father of 
lies” (John 8:44), but God is concerned with the truth 
because Jesus is, in fact, Himself the truth (John 14:6). 
We must, therefore, test information and even our 
thoughts against the standard of Christ (2 Corinthians 
10:5). How do you judge what is true? If it does not line 
up with Jesus, there is a good chance you are building 
with a warped worldview. You are better off  to scrap it!

Lesson #2: Don’t force it, or you may lose it. When 
building, I impatiently forced some nails into positions 

that began to split the board. As soon as I noticed, 
I backed off and took a different course. If I hadn’t, 
I would have ruined the wood entirely. This got me 
thinking about a vital thing called Christian witness 
(Acts 1:8, Matthew 28:18-20). If you are a Christian, 
never force your convictions down other people’s 
throats. If a person is not receptive to the gospel, take 
it that the Lord has not yet opened their mind (Luke 
24:45). Not only is cramming foolish (Proverbs 18:2), 
but it also damages the collective witness of the church 
whose Lord gives people the freedom to disagree and 
even oppose Him. We will never argue or insult some-
one in the Kingdom of God. Don’t force the issue or you 
may lose the person entirely.

Lesson #3: We all have our knots. Every board is 
unique. The “knots” (the discolored, tough spots) vary 
even if the dimensions are identical. Though the “knot” 
is not pretty, it’s part of what makes that board what it 
is. Similarly, our past hurts are not pretty, but they do 
not prevent God from building something beautiful in 
our lives. Ephesians 2:10 says that we are God’s poiema 
(handiwork/masterpiece) created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works that He prepared in advance. God will work 
through our past hurts and weaknesses when we yield 
them to Him (2 Corinthians 12:9-10). We all have our 
“knots.” Let’s entrust them to Jesus, the master builder, 
Son of God, and the son of a carpenter.
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BY COLEMAN REIDLING
First Baptist Church-Alpine

Lessons from the Woodshed

In what activities did 
you participate in high 
school?
I participated in varsity 
baseball and played second 
base.

Who was your favorite 
teacher/coach, and why? 
My favorite coach is Coach 
Dominguez because when I 
was on the JV baseball team 
he pushed me to be where I 
am now.

What was your favorite 
moment in the last four 
years?

I don’t have any favorite 
moments, but I have some 
great memories with my 
friends.

What are your plans 
after high school?
I plan to attend junior 
college to play baseball 
and study mechanical 
engineering. After two 
years, I plan to transfer 
to a university, get my 
bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering, 
and continue playing 
baseball.
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Sponsored bySSS ddd bbb

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Peyton TaysPeyton Tays

Eighth graders at Alpine Middle School built and launched rockets last week as part of their science 
class.

Courtesy photo

Rocketeers at AMS

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.maverick.bank
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.avivfellowship.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
www.congregationbnaizion.org
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating 

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

RYAN KINKADE

432-386-3296

P.O. BOX 1934

ALPINE, TX 79831

432-837-7179

BIGBENDCONCRETE@GMAIL.COM

CONCRETE

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BAIL BONDS

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

Family Owned & Operated

Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. 

Alpine • 432-837-7275

Towing Available • Estimates

Family Owned

Served Alpine Since 1995 •

WINDSHIELD AND AUTOMOTIVE CALIBRATION

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL

432-837-3334 OR 432-336-2281

BODY SHOP

DRY CLEANING

CLOCK REPAIR

Vacation or Staycation

Come Stay With Us!

403 N 8th St.‚ Alpine‚ TX | (432) 538-7032

www.alpinetxbnb.com | innkeeper@alpinetxbnb.com

BNB

FreedomFreedom
Bail BondsBail Bonds

FORT STOCKTONFORT STOCKTON

 Lauren O' Reilly- AGENT Lauren O' Reilly- AGENT

432-336-6670432-336-6670

ALPINEALPINE

David "Wacky" Pallanez- AGENTDavid "Wacky" Pallanez- AGENT

432-837-3293432-837-3293

24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards Accepted24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards Accepted

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

PCMH Clinics 
(432) 336-2291 (432) 336-2291 

or (432) 336-2058 

or (432) 336-0700or (432) 336-0700 

Family Care Center Walk-In Clinic 
(432) 336-4544 (432) 336-4544

HEALTH

1107 W. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-299-1323

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.alpinetxbnb.com
www.alpinepubliclibrary.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

TREATING TREATING 

YOURSELF YOURSELF 

TO NEW TO NEW 

CLIENTS?CLIENTS?

WE WE 

HAVEHAVE

YOU YOU 

COVERED!COVERED!

TRUCKING

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

PLUMBING

TIRES

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

432-336-3314
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

CAR RENTAL

To advertise your

business 

call 

 432-837-3334 or 

432-336-2281

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

We are local!
Now off ering 24-hour emergency services

Drain Unstops | Leak Detections
Sewer Camera Inspections | and More!

432-290-8511

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

REAL ESTATE

LIQUOR

704 W Holland Ave | Alpine, TX

(432) 837-7479

Drive Thru

SEPTIC SERVICES

MAC
 SEPTIC PORTA POTTIES

Rick McIvor
Owner/ Operator
325-812-5541

RickMcivor7@gmail.com
P.O. Box 640

 Fort Davis, TX 79734

ONLINE BOOKING| FAST & EASY| INSURANCE

432.244.4454

222 W DICKINSON BLVD | FORT STOCKTON

WWW.SMALLTOWNCARRENTAL.COM

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

CALL

432-837-3334
OR 432-336-2281

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestem.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.west.com
www.drillingbigbend.com
www.smalltowncarrental.com
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Students, faculty and staff , and area community members braved the chilly, wet weather Friday 
evening for the First Lady’s tree lighting ceremony held in front of the Morelock Academic Building 
on the Sul Ross campus.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Marathon’s Fiesta de Noche Buena that was held 
this past Saturday had a visit from Santa, who 
set up inside Trans Pecos Banks to visit with kids 
like Caius and Luna Gonzales and ask them what 
items were on this year’s Christmas list.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Brewster County Sheriff  Ronny Dodson and his trusty “elves” Chief Dep-
uty Ryan Skelton and Captain Omar Holguin work on wrapping some 
of the many presents the Brewster County Sheriff ’s Department collects 
each year for their annual Brown Santa gift program. The gifts, along with 
monetary gifts to purchase toys, are donated to supply children who would 
not ordinarily receive Christmas gifts at Christmas time. The program 
also has 55-gallon barrels set up in local businesses to collect toys.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Alpine Police Department’s Blue Santa program is collecting gifts for under-
privileged children again. Those wishing to donate may drop the gifts off  in 
the lobby. Pictured are APD offi  cers Prada with her handler Valerie Kettani, 
Felipe Fierro, Victor Santana, Alexis Armendariz, Chief Darrell Losoya, 
Kurt Caughman, and Anthony Vargas.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

SRSU holds tree-lighting

The toys are piling upBrown Santa collects toys for needy children

Santa appeared at 

Fiesta de Noche Buena

®
Up your burger game or chill 

with the new McFlurry®

Enjoy hot McD’s summer with burgers and soft serve. Not only is the Smoky BLT 

QPC (single or double) back in all its bold‚ bacon-y glory but the new KIT KAT® 

Banana Split McFlurry is out here doing big things. The best part: you can try 

‘em today – how’s that for a break? Order ahead in the app to save time*

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine, Texas
The KIT KAT® trademark and trade dress are used under license from Société des Produits Nestlé SA and with permission from 

The Hershey Company. *At participating McDonald’s for a limited times. McDonalds app download and registration required. 

Mobile Order & Pay available at participating McDonald’s.

www.wtnb.com

