
 

Dean Culpepper, Ph. 
D., has been named the 
new College of Health 
Sciences dean at Sul 
Ross, effective Novem-
ber 1. Dr. Culpepper 
moved to Alpine to lead 
the new college and con-
tribute to the university’s 
mission of serving this 
vibrant region.

“Previously, I led the 
Health and Human Per-
formance Department at 
Texas A& M University-
Commerce, within the 
School of Nursing and 
Health Sciences. My 
time there was marked 
by doubling student en-
rollment, modernizing 
degree offerings, and 
building community ad-
visory boards to address 
local needs. I’m excited 
to bring that same com-
mitment to collaboration 
and student success at Sul 
Ross, ensuring we pre-
pare graduates to thrive 

in the healthcare 
ne tworks  o f 
West Texas and 
beyond,” Cul-
pepper said.

E x e c u t i v e 
Vice President 
and Provost Dr. 
Bernie Cantens, 
Ph .D. ,  com-
mented,  “We 
welcome Dr. 
Dean Culpep-
per to our grow-
ing academic leadership 
team. With his extensive 
experience in educa-
tional leadership, cur-
riculum development, 
and program building, 
Dr. Culpepper brings a 
wealth of expertise to our 
institution. We are ex-
cited about his vision and 
leadership as we shape 
the identity and strategic 
direction of the new Col-
lege of Health Sciences.”

Dr. Culpepper believes 
that the newly purchased 
building, which was for-
merly the TransPecos 
Bank building, presents 

a unique oppor-
tunity to show-
case Sul Ross 
State Universi-
ty’s commitment 
to the region’s 
health and edu-
cational needs.

“By housing 
administrative 
offi  ces for Nurs-
ing, Health Stud-
ies, and other 
future growth 

areas, we can strengthen 
community partnerships 
and enhance the visibil-
ity of our programs,” he 
commented.

“One challenge, how-
ever, is ensuring that we 
maintain the sense of a 
shared university com-
munity while focusing 
on academics. This space 
is designed to prioritize 
academic endeavors and 
prepare students to con-
tribute meaningfully to 
the region’s healthcare 
networks.”

Dr. Culpepper’s vision 
for the new college is to 

create an academic en-
vironment that prepares 
students for an ever-
changing 21st-century 
workplace through inter-
disciplinary collaboration 
and innovative programs.

“We aim to engage 
community partners 
to craft a strong vision 
that aligns with the re-
gion’s health needs 
while emphasizing stu-
dent success. This means 
practical, cutting-edge 
education tailored to rural 
healthcare networks for 
our students. For instruc-
tors, we are committed to 
providing the resources 
and professional develop-
ment opportunities they 
need to inspire and sup-
port our students,” added 
Culpepper.

“My career has been 
defined by building 
strong academic depart-
ments and prioritizing 
the unique needs of rural 
communities. I believe in 
the power of interdisci-
plinary collaboration and 

fostering partnerships 
that prepare students to 
meet real-world challeng-
es. These principles have 
guided my work, and I’m 
honored to continue this 
mission here at Sul Ross, 
helping to shape the next 
generation of healthcare 
professionals who will 
serve and strengthen our 
region,” he concluded.

Dr. Culpepper and his 
staff  are expected to be-
gin classes in the new 
building on the corner of 
5th Street and Avenue E 
in January. The new Col-
lege of Health Sciences 
was established by the 
authority of the Texas 
State University System 
Board of Regents at their 
regular November meet-
ing. This new college 
includes the Sul Ross 
Nursing program, Kine-
siology, and Health Sci-
ences, in which both the 
pre-med and pre-dental 

The Alpine City Council 

held its fi nal regular meet-

ing of the year on Tuesday, 

December 3, at city hall. 

Mayor Catherine Eaves 

and Ward 1 Councilor 

Regan Stone were absent, 

with Ward 5 Councilor 

Rick Stephens presiding as 

mayor pro tem. 

With a light 
agenda, much 
of the discussion 
focused on criti-
cal issues such as 
short-term rental 
(STR) permits, 
updates to the 
city’s water man-
agement plan, 
and the sale of a 
5-acre property 
for residential 

use.
Alpine City 

Manager Megan 
Antrim opened 
the meeting with 
a festive tone, 
highlighting the 
city’s holiday 
schedule, detail-
ing events such as 
the Wassail Crawl 
on Murphy Street 
tonight and the 

Christmas Stroll on Sat-
urday, promising to draw 
residents and visitors into 
Alpine’s downtown dis-
trict. 

One of the most antici-
pated holiday events is the 
Blue Santa Toy Drive, or-
ganized by the Alpine Po-
lice Department. 

This annual event col-
lects toys for local children 
in need, ensuring that the 

holiday season is brighter 
for families across the 
community.

Chief Darrell Lasoya, a 
regular attendee of the city 
council meetings, told the 
Avalanche that the Alpine 
Police Department will ac-
cept toys at the police sta-
tion through December 21. 
The chief said Blue Santa 

The Brewster County 
Commissioners Court 
convened for its regular 
meeting on November 26, 
with Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Ruben Ortega step-
ping in as presiding offi  cer 
in Brewster County Judge 
Greg Henington’s absence.

Commissioners navigat-
ed a full agenda in a rela-
tively brief meeting. The 
agenda included approving 
new roads, renewing public 
safety contracts, and pre-
paring grant applications 
for low—to moderate-
income community devel-
opment. A key focus of the 
meeting was approving 
new roadways in southern 
Brewster County, refl ecting 
the area’s continued growth 
and development.

Commissioners ap-
proved new roadways in 
the Well Creek subdivi-
sion at Lajitas Resort and 
updates to existing plats in 
Bee Mountain Estates and 
East Rim Ranch. Kayse 
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City Council preps for holidays, housing, and water conservation

Deck the halls with plans for growth

•

See SAFETY • 6

Commissioners 

tackle growth, 

infrastructure, 

and public 

safety 

We have a winner
See GROWTH • 6
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Contributor

BY KERRY LAIRD
Contributor

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

STATE FARM IS THERE.

MONICA WOODALL
906 E. HOLLAND AVE. • (NEXT TO BEALLS) 

ALPINE, TX 79830

432-837-5631
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never go 
out of style.

Beautiful, one-of-a-kind creations.

o
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Flowers

Valynda Ward Henington, Owner  - Jennifer Alexander 

409 E. Ave. E • Alpine, TX • (432) 837-2227• FSNF2F.com

Bethany Ahern, Agent

432-837-7419
AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • HEALTH • LIFE 

805 E AVE E • ALPINE

Culpepper named dean of new College of Health Sciences

See DEAN • 6

Megan 
Antrim-

Alpine City 
Manager

D

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Larry Petterborg is this year’s Shooting Alpine photo contest’s top winner. Petterborg’s “Branding on the o6” received the 
H. L. Kokernot, Jr. Memorial Award, and a cash prize. Contest judge Barbara Richerson chose this winning photo.

Photo by Larry Petterborg, courtesy of City of Alpine

Dean 
Culpepper, 

Ph.D- College 
of Health 
Sciences

www.fsnf2f.com
www.bigbendsurgery.com
www.wtnb.com
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In Loving Memory of 

Brandon Michael Espy
Brandon  Michae l 

Espy, 23, of Fort Davis, 
passed away on No-
vember 28 in Helotes. 
He was born on De-
cember 23, 2000, in 
Odessa.  He attended 
Permian High School, 
where he participated 
on the flag crew, “The 
Crew”! After graduat-
ing in 2019, he moved 
to Fort Davis, where he 
began working on the 
family ranch while at-
tending Sul Ross Uni-
versity,  then moved 
to Hale Center, where 

he also attended Tex-

as  Tech Univers i ty 

Fall  Semester  2021 

and Spring Semester 

2022.  He then returned 

to Fort Davis and grad-

uated from Sul Ross 

in December of 2023 

with his Criminal Jus-

tice degree.   Brandon 
moved to Helotes in 
August 2024 to pursue 
his dream of becom-
ing a DPS Officer.  He 
met an amazing circle 
of friends with whom 
he shared many great 
times. 

He brought immense 
joy to everyone who 
knew him. Brandon 
was a bright light in 
our lives, known for 
his  smile,  kindness 
to others, positive at-
titude, and love of his 
family and friends. He 
never met a stranger 
and would help anyone 
who was in need. 

At a very young age, 
Brandon gained a love 
for video games and 
was a whiz about com-
puter technology.  He 
had an infinite passion 
for Bloys Camp Meet-
ing, where he enjoyed 
meeting up with cous-
ins, playing games on 
the porches, and help-
ing with the Chapel in 
The Rocks Youth pro-
gram. He also loved the 
ranch in Fort Davis, en-
joyed helping with the 
Sul Ross Rodeo, and 
lent a hand at the team 
practices. He was an 
avid lover of cars, and 
his passion for life and 

kindness was evident to 
all who knew him.

He lives on through 
his mother, Kitten Can-
non, and stepfather, 
Chris Cannon, of Hale 
Center; father, Joe W. 
Espy, of Midland; sis-
ter, Makay Espy, of 
Midland; grandparents, 
Jim and Sally Espy, of 
Fort Davis; aunt and 
uncle, Mandy and KC 
Overturff; cousins Kel-
lyn and Pruett, of Wil-
low Park; and many 
other cousins,  step-
brothers, and family 
members. 

A memorial service 
will be held on Decem-

ber 9, 2024, at 11 a.m. 
at the Sul Ross Arena 
in Alpine.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that do-
nations be mailed to: 

WEST TEXAS 
NATIONAL BANK 

c/o Philip Carey 
101 East Ave. E. 

Alpine, TX. 79831
Memorials should be 

made out to the Bran-
don Espy Rodeo Schol-
arship Fund. 

We will forever cher-
ish the memories we 
have with Brandon and 
hold him in our hearts 
always.

OBITUARIES

The City of Alpine 
has announced the 2024 
#AlpineTXPhoto Con-
test winners. The contest, 
which was free and open 
to the public, closed to en-
tries on September 30th.

Photographers through-
out the region and beyond 
were asked to capture the 
city of Alpine in a per-
sonal, reflective way to 
reveal the area’s person-
ality. The contest judge 
for 2024 was news pho-
tographer Barbara Rich-
erson, who, in addition to 

freelance newspaper and 
magazine work, served 
as Assistant Director for 
News & Information at 
Sul Ross State University 
for 26 years. All entered 
photographs are submit-
ted anonymously to the 
judge, who is given only 
their title and a random ID 
number.

The top prize winner, 
receiving the H.L. Koker-
not, Jr. Memorial Award, 
which includes a $500 
cash prize, was won by 
Larry Petterborg’s “Brand-
ing on the o6.” Richerson 
said about the image, “I’m 
in awe of this shot. Catch-

ing the action in focus 
with the fl ame, fi rst of all, 
then with the colors of the 
cowboy outfi ts and the ar-
rangement of the guys! I 
wish it were my photo.”

The Charles Henry 
Trost Memorial Award 
(with a $100 cash award) 
was taken by Frank 
Hughey’s’ “Painting the 
Town,” depicting the cre-
ation of Alpine’s iconic 
“Poco a Poquito” mural. 
Richerson commented, 
“This photo catches my 
eye, the subject, the col-
ors, the patterns of light 
and shadow, and the bal-
ance between the couples 

on the left and right. Neat 

photo.”

The remaining contest 

winners were “Hearts 

Grow Wild” by Rachael 

Hurst, “The Seat” by Jean 

Nored Cornell, and “Get-

ting a Drink” by Marian 

Kalka. All received $50 

cash prizes.

All of the winners and 

entrants, as well as judge’s 

notes on all of the fi nalists 

for the #AlpineTXPhoto 

Contest, are available for 

viewing on the City of Al-

pine’s visitor information 

website: visitalpinetx.com

City of Alpine announces photo contest winners

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Thank you for the following donations: 
Julia A. Stovell
Katy Williams

Refugio and Patricia Llanez
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Weisman

Rio Grande Council of Governments
Rogelio D. Herrera

Melanie Pace

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment 

in the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.
Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30. • Cost is $7.00 per person.

Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer

www.alpineavalanche.com

*WITH APPROVED CREDIT THROUGH FORD MOTOR CREDIT COMPANY

Check outCheck out www.stocktonford.com www.stocktonford.com for our inventory. for our inventory. 
If it’s not on our lot we can order it or find it for you!

Stockton Ford 
2300 W. DICKINSON BLVD.

FORT STOCKTON
432-336-3351 • 800-300-2713 

CHRISTMAS DEALS THAT CHRISTMAS DEALS THAT 

WILL MAKE YOU GO WILL MAKE YOU GO 

“HO, HO, HO!”“HO, HO, HO!”

2024 Ford Bronco 

Sport Big BendSport Big Bend
Stock #24172TStock #24172T,,      MSRP $33,070

Retail Bonus Cash $750Retail Bonus Cash $750 AND AND

Bonus Customer Cash $1500 Bonus Customer Cash $1500 

3.9% APR @ 36 months,  4.9% APR @ 48 months,

 5.9% APR @ 60 months, or 6.9% APR @ 72 months

2024 Ford Edge SEL2024 Ford Edge SEL
Stock #24100T,Stock #24100T, MSRP $43,705MSRP $43,705

Retail Customer Cash $4000Retail Customer Cash $4000

2024 Ford Escape Active
Stock #24164T, Stock #24164T,  MSRP $31,985 MSRP $31,985

Retail Customer Cash $3750  Retail Customer Cash $3750  OROR

* APR Retail Cash $1000 PLUS * APR Retail Cash $1000 PLUS 

*1.9% APR @ 60 months*1.9% APR @ 60 months

2024 Ford F-150 

SuperCab 4x2 STXSuperCab 4x2 STX
Stock #24195T,Stock #24195T,  MSRP $46,565  MSRP $46,565

Retail Customer Cash $4000 PLUS

 Retail Bonus Cash $1000 Retail Bonus Cash $1000 OROR

 Retail Bonus Cash $1000 AND  Retail Bonus Cash $1000 AND 

*Low APR Cash Bonus $500 AND*Low APR Cash Bonus $500 AND

* 1.9% APR @ 36 months, 2.9% APR @ 48 months,

 3.9% APR @ 60 months, 4.9% APR @ 72 months

o o
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* 1.9%* 1.9%

Alpine Public Library 

Open House

December 11

4-6 PM

805 W Avenue E

Expansion Construction is complete

Come see our new dedicated spaces

• The Teen Zone- 

   Exclusively for teen patrons

• Cardoza Children’s Room

• All-Ages Cra�ing Room

Light refreshments and music by 

Smith, Fera  & Bason

www.alpinememorialfuneralhome.com
www.visitalpinetx.com
www.sunshinehousealpine.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.stocktonford.com
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Dr. James Luecke is pictured with Jan Blumentritt and Dr. Adrian Billings 
after receiving his award for Healthcare Pioneer Clinician.

Courtesy photo

Alpine livestock exhibitors Rynn Matthews, Leddy Wood, Sadie Wood, Bryce Renfroe, Wyatt Renfroe, 
and Hallie Wood cleaned up at this past weekend’s West of the Pecos Blowout held in Fort Stockton.

Courtesy photo

I have been making this fruitcake annually for the 
public for about the last 10 years, usually selling it at 

local fairs and at Mountain Country Christmas. 

This recipe was my mother’s although I did not like 
fruitcake back then, later in life I made it and tried it 
and fell in love with it. Not everyone likes fruitcake,

but this is a different take on fruitcake. This fruitcake
is made with maraschino cherries, dates, pecans,

and apples. It can be made without pecans
whatever the preference. 

This fruitcake is shelf-stable for about 3 weeks, longer 
in the refrigerator, and up to a year in the freezer.

Sizes Available: Bundt pan-24 servings,
Large Loaf/11x5-16 servings, Medium Loaf/9x4-12 

servings, Small Loaf/8x4-9 servings. 

For prices and to
place an order call me,

Susie Gonzales,
at 432-244-9805.

Annual Holiday Fruitcake Sale

On Wednesday, No-
vember 20, Texas Tech 
University Health Sci-
ences Center Permian 
Basin, along with the 
Area Health Education 
Center of the Permian 
Basin and the Texas De-
partment of Agriculture 
State Office of Rural 
Health, hosted a Nation-
al Rural Health Day Ed-
ucational and Recruiting 
Fair event at the Odessa 
Marriott.  The event was 
attended by almost 400 
registrants, including 
60 rural Certifi ed Nurs-
ing Assistant students 
from Alpine, Crane, 
McCamey, and Grand-
falls-Royalty ISDs, 
health care training 
students from Odessa 
College, Midland Col-
lege, SRSU, UTPB, and 

TTUHSC.  Also in at-
tendance were TTUSHC 
Permian Basin resident 
physicians and 20 ru-
ral healthcare organi-
zations.  Faculty and 
leadership from Odessa 
College, Midland Col-
lege, UTPB, SRSU, and 
TTUHSC were present.  
National Rural Health 
Day aims to celebrate 
and advocate for rural 
health care.

 Several awards were 
given, including awards 
to Dr. James Luecke and 
Dr. Minerva Gonzales 
of Alpine.  

Dr. James Luecke re-
ceived the Dr. Charles 
Sponsel Rural Health-
care Pioneer Clinician 
award for his 36 years 
of rural healthcare ser-
vice and delivery in the 

Big Bend.  Dr. Minerva 

Gonzales, SRSU Nurs-

ing director, received 

the Dr. Charles Spon-

sel Rural Healthcare 

Pioneer Faculty award 

for her commitment to 

rural nursing education 

and service.

 About a dozen Al-

pine HS CNA students 

attended the event with 

CNA nursing instructors 

Gayla Owen and Angela 

Juett. The high school 

students also partici-

pated in an educational 

recruitment fair with 

Odessa College, Mid-

land College, UTPB, 

SRSU, and TTUHSC to 

learn about healthcare 

training educational op-

portunities in the region.

Livestock exhibitors bring home top honors

The Big Bend Con-
se rva t ion  Al l i ance 
(BBCA) is thrilled to 
announce a new col-
laboration with artist, 
Dana Falconberry, to 
support The Big Bend 
River Rangers. The Big 
Bend River Rangers en-
gage students, teachers, 
and their families in the 
protection, connection, 

and reclamation of the 
Rio Grande. Students 
in the program explore 
the watershed, monitor 
the river’s health, and 
learn from elders who 
are helping to inspire 
this next generation of 
caretakers. Dana Fal-
conberry has designed 
The River is Home. 
This bandana features 

the Rio Grande, its can-
yons, multiple names—
in Lipan Apache, Span-
ish, and English—and 
the flora and fauna 
found at the river ’s 
edge. For each bandana 
purchased, a River 
Ranger will be gifted 
one, too. Donations 
have a more significant 
impact right now—our 

friends at Permian Ba-
sin Area Foundation 
are generously match-
ing donations, helping 
support youth steward-
ship and this Big Bend 
Conservation Alliance 
program. The cam-
paign began on Decem-
ber 2 and will continue 
through the end of the 
year.

Big Bend Conservation Alliance announces new collaboration 

Luecke, Gonzales receive rural healthcare awards

H i l l s i d e  B a p t i s t 
Church of Alpine will 
host its eighth annual 
children’s Christmas 
store this Saturday, De-
cember 7, from 10:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The 
store will be held in 
the Hillside Fellow-
ship Hall and will fea-
ture gifts for children 
to purchase for their 
entire family! Children 
are invited to come 
shop for their parents, 
siblings, and other fam-
ily members, where the 
merchandise is priced 
from 25 cents to $5.00. 
Each child is asked to 
bring a legibly written 
shopping list of names 

to help the taggers spell 
each name correctly. 
Purchases are limited 
to one item per per-
son on the list. Adults 
will be on hand to box, 
wrap, bag, and tag each 
gift selected. All pro-
ceeds will go to the 
Children’s Advocacy 
of the Big Bend here in 
Alpine (Shana Sullivan, 
Director). Hillside Bap-
tist Church is located at 
205 Church Road, just 
off East Highway 90 
- turn left across from 
Holiday Inn Express. 
For more informa-
tion, please text or call 
Karen McGuire at 432-
386-3071.

Hillside Church hosts 

children’s Christmas store

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

On Tuesday, December 
11, from 5 to 7 p.m., kids 
have a chance to contact 
Santa Claus at the North 
Pole using shortwave ra-
dio. This event takes place 
in front of Morrison’s True 
Value Hardware store. 

For those unfamiliar 
with shortwave radio, it is 
like a walkie-talkie that al-
lows users to contact peo-

ple around the world. The 
Big Bend Amateur Radio 
Club will have their com-
munication van staffed 
with “elves” to help the 
children talk to Santa. 
Parents are encouraged 
to dress their kids warmly 
and bring them to True 
Value to have their chance 
to contact the North Pole. 
For more information, 
contact Matt Greer at 281-
910-7403.

Radio Club hosts 17th 

Annual “Talk to Santa” event

Brewster County Judge Greg Henington swore in two new members to the Terlingua Common School District’s 
Board of Trustees on November 20. Elsa Baeza and Aaron Stech were sworn in as the newest board members.

Photos by Big Bend High School yearbook student Usiel Rodriguez

Terlingua CSD swears in new board trustees

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.visitalpinetx.com
www.historicalpine.org
www.alpineavalanche.com
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 Opinions
ONLINE POLL

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

Joseph Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

202-456-1111

Tony Gonzales

United States House 

of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

202-225-4511

John Cornyn

United States Senate

517 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4305

202-224-2934

Ted Cruz

United States Senate

185 Dirksen Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4306

202-224-5922

RESULTS

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING 

IS THE MOST IMPORTANT IN 

YOUR DAILY LIFE? 

RESULTS

WORK-LIFE BALANCE

16% 

PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS

8% 

COMMUNITY EVENTS OR VOLUNTEERING

                                                                                                   4%

TIME SPENT WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS                                                                    

                                                                                                  16%

PERSONAL TIME

                                                                                                  56%

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.

STAFF

J.T. Maroney

Publisher

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

Kara Gerbert

Managing Editor

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

Kerry Laird

Sports Editor

laird@alpineavalanche.com

Shelley Maroney

Offi  ce Manager

shelley.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

432-837-3334

www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Facebook: Alpine Avalanche

ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is 

published every Thursday morning at 

704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. 

Periodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-

pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff 

Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per 

year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the 
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Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

What’s your favorite 

way to spend 

the holidays?

- With family

- On vacation

- Cooking with friends

- Serving others

“You can have whatever 
you want if you believe 
in yourself and keep your 
feet firmly planted on the 
ground.”

― A. J. McLean - 
American singer; found-
ing member of pop vocal 

group Backstreet Boys

Writing a weekly column 
becomes second nature if 
you do it long enough.

A topic  is  typical ly 
the trick. Some weeks, 
a thought takes off with 
ease. Others, you rush to-
ward deadline, praying for 
air under the wings hoping 
something will take flight. 
And some I call “Biblical 
inspirations.” Like the way 
the Bible relates genealo-
gy. “And unto Enoch was 
born Irad: and Irad begat 
Mehujael: and Mehujael 
begat Methusael: and Me-
thusael begat Lamech ...” 
and so on for centuries.

The piece publ ished 
a couple of weeks ago 
chronicling my grand-
mother ’s first  airplane 
ride miraculously begat 
this week’s offering. Re-
flecting on the only time 
Granny ever took her feet 
off the ground to fly with 
me launched many memo-
ries. One, I was 20-some-
thing with a brand-new pi-
lot’s license on which the 
ink was still wet. Two, I 
passed my FAA check ride 
just the day before, with a 
logbook recording a scant 
few pages of hours. How-
ever, no one even blinked 
before accepting my offer.

“Anybody wan-
na go for an air-
plane ride?”

You would have 
thought someone 
would have said, 
“Ahhh, that’s all 
right, you go first. 
If it all works out, 
I’ll  think about 
it.”

Dad was the first  to 
climb aboard: no ques-
tions, hesitations, or fear. 
At least none, he admitted. 
We flew around the area, 
over the newly constructed 
power plant and lakes, to 
Pittsburg, where he grew 
up, and back around Oma-
ha — just sightseeing. I 
didn’t know if he had ever 
flown. I assumed not, but I 
never asked. And he never 
said.

Later that afternoon, 
Mom and Granny fol-
lowed suit .  Mom flew 
once commercially from 
Texas to Kentucky in the 
early 1950s, where she 
took me with her. I was a 
preschooler. Still have the 
“First Flight Certificate” 
and wings I was given for 
the trip on a Lockheed 
Constellation, known to 
aviation enthusiasts as a 
“Connie.” To this day, the 
most gorgeous propeller-
driven airliner ever to 
grace the skies.

We circled Pittsburg for 
Granny to see her home on 
Cypress Street, unaware 
that we may have been fly-
ing over the same ground 
as a Texas airship built at 
the P. W. Thorsell Foundry 

in 1902. A year 
before ,  Orvi l le 
Wright achieved 
powered  f l igh t 
in 1903 with his 
b ro ther  Wi lbur 
running alongside 
him on the beach 
at  Kit ty Hawk, 
North Carolina.

History doesn’t 
record it, but I’ve since 
wondered if Wilbur might 
have told Orville, “Ahhh, 
that’s all right, you go 
first. If it all works out, I’ll 
think about it.”

Three of Cannon’s em-
ployees reportedly built 
The Ezekiel Airship, said 
to have been inspired by 
the Biblical book of Eze-
kiel, chapter 1, verse 16, 
“The appearance of the 
wheels and their work 
was like unto the color of 
beryl, and they four had 
one likeness, and their ap-
pearance was as it were a 
wheel within the middle 
of the wheel.” And verse 
19, “And when the living 
creatures went, the wheels 
went by them ... And when 
the living creatures were 
lifted up from the earth, 
the wheels were lifted up.”

It was reportedly de-
stroyed in a storm near 
Texarkana while being 
transported to St. Louis 
for the 1904 World’s Fair. 
Plans and other documents 
were later destroyed in a 
fire, which was common 
in foundries and sawmills 
during the day, after which 
Cannon reportedly gave up.

A full-size replica was 

built by Pittsburg crafts-
man Bob Lowery and the 
Pittsburg Optimist Club in 
the 1980s using one sur-
viving photograph. I saw 
it once displayed in the 
Pittsburg Hot Link Res-
taurant, where it resided 
until 2001 before being re-
located to its present loca-
tion just down the street in 
the city’s Northeast Texas 
Rural Heritage Center and 
Museum. It remains there 
today, along with artifacts 
related to the craft and 
Cannon, including Can-
non’s Bible,  displayed 
open to the first chapter of 
the Book of Ezekiel.

With no physical evi-
dence of the flight, most 
historians discount the 
claim that the Pittsburg, 
Texas, airship ever flew.

My f ledgl ing family 
flights over Pittsburg de-
cades ago were never re-
peated. Dad, Mom, and 
Granny were all presum-
ably satisfied with their 
excursions that one time, 
trusting me to take them 
up and get them back down 
safely.

With my apologies to 
A.J. McLean, I suggest 
that to have whatever you 
want, you not only have 
to believe in yourself but 
also sometimes have to get 
your feet off the ground.

Oh, and trust your pilot.

— Contact Aldridge at 
leonaldridge@gmail.com. 
Other Aldridge columns 
are archived at leonal-
dridge.com

During the last  four 
years, communities along 
the southern border have 
been ground zero for ille-
gal immigration. Stretch-
ing over 800 miles of the 
Rio Grande, my congres-
sional district includes 
places like Eagle Pass, Del 
Rio, and El Paso. These 
places have all been rav-
aged by the Biden admin-
istration’s “America Last” 
agenda, which has led to 
the worst border crisis in 
our nation’s history. It has 
also empowered transna-
tional criminals like never 
before.

Not a week goes by that I 
am not either at the border 
or in touch with our law 
enforcement on the front 
lines— they all relay the 
same haunting message. 
Terrorists are streaming 
across our borders, and the 
cartels are having a field 
day.

Ear l i e r  th i s  year,  I 
pressed the Biden admin-
istration for specific an-
swers about how many 
cr iminal  a l iens  res ide 

within our bor-
ders. Six months 
later, I finally re-
ceived a response. 
I t  conf i rmed a 
chi l l ing  rea l i ty 
that we have long 
suspected.

As of July this 
y e a r ,  6 6 2 , 5 6 6 
noncitizens with 
criminal histories 
were on ICE’s national 
docket.

Over 100,000 individuals 
on this docket had a pend-
ing assault charge, and 
over 13,000 had been con-
victed of murder. To exac-
erbate the problem, remov-
als of convicted criminal 
migrants dropped by 74% 
under the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration. In FY2017-
2020, ICE removed over 
526,000 criminal migrants 
compared to the 137,617 
criminal migrants deported 
in FY2021-2023.  

Our mandate is clear: 
We must make America 
safe again and send a clear 
message that our country is 
not a haven for the world’s 

bad actors.  To ac-
complish that, we 
must focus our 
resources on de-
porting criminal 
aliens as soon as 
humanly possible. 

Gaps in our bor-
der security have 
allowed danger-
ous criminals to 
slip through the 

cracks, allowing the mur-
derers of university student 
Laken Riley and 12-year-
old Joselyn Nungaray to 
gain entry into the United 
States. Had strong, Trump-
era guardrails been left in 
place by the Biden ad-
ministration, these violent 
criminals may have never 
stepped foot in our coun-
try. Instead, the Biden ad-
ministration has worked 
overtime to reverse nearly 
every single one of Presi-
dent Trump’s effective 
border policies. The results 
have been a disaster to our 
national security and have 
led to over 10 million en-
counters of illegal aliens at 
our nation’s borders.

The facts do not lie—

nine out of ten migrants 

who claim asylum in the 

United States do not quali-

fy. And yet a historic num-

ber of people, the major-

ity subject to deportation, 

have been released into 

our communities. At the 

same time, our immigra-

tion courts are more back-

logged than ever before, 

meaning these hundreds 

of thousands of individu-

als have court dates that 

are years down the line. 

Not only is this unsus-

tainable, it is unacceptable. 

As the representative of 

the largest border district 

in Congress, I welcome 

President Trump’s push 

to invest in our border se-

curity, close asylum loop-

holes, and deport crimi-

nal aliens. We can do all 

of this while maintaining 

opportunities for all those 

who aspire to become 

American citizens the right 

way, the legal way. 

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

One column topic often begets another

Make America safe again: Deport criminal aliens

TONY GONZALES
U.S. Representative,
Texas Dist. 23 

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.avalanche.com
www.dridge.com


 

Pearla arrived at the Alpine 
Shelter in mid-September after 
numerous sightings of her running 
loose and very pregnant. Several 
unsuccessful attempts were made 
to capture her, and time was of the 
essence due to her advanced preg-
nancy. She fi nally put herself in a 
position to be captured, and three 
days later, she gave birth to seven 
healthy puppies at the shelter. All 
of Pearla’s puppies have been 

transported to other rescues as we 
do not have enough adopters lo-
cally for the volume of pets that 
are here.

Pearla is a little shy around oth-
er dogs and new people but warms 
up quickly with a proper introduc-
tion. Once you take her for a walk 
or share a snack, you have a friend 
for life!

Pearla walks great on a leash; 
she will not pull and knows how 

to sit. She is very treat-motivated 
and easy to train. She is spayed, 
vaccinated, and microchipped. 
Meet Pearla at the Alpine Animal 
Services Shelter, 2900 Old Mara-
thon Hwy.

Alpine Animal Services can 
always use community participa-
tion; please consider volunteering 
to walk dogs, play with puppies in 
the yard, or interact with the cats. 
Thirty minutes of your day can 

make a massive 
diff erence to the 
shelter and the 
animals.

Call 432-837-
2532 to donate, 
foster, or vol-
unteer for the 

Alpine Humane Society. Support 
the Alpine Humane Society Thrift 
Store and Cattery with donated 
furnishings, décor, and household 
goods. See us at our upcoming 
bake sale on Saturday, Decem-
ber 7, at the Farmers Market and 
Mountain Country Christmas on 
December 13 and 14. You can 
also order holiday goodies from 
our See’s Candy online store until 
this Friday. AHS receives 20% of 
all candy sales.

https://www.yumraising.com/
secure/alpinehs_alpine_humane_
society_candy_store29/Mar-
Veg4310/

Pet promotions are courtesy of 
the Alpine Humane Society. Al-
pine Animal Services handles pet 

adoptions at the city shelter, 2900 

E. Old Marathon Highway, 10 

a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., 

seven days a week. For informa-

tion about shelter pet adoptions, 

cremation services, or lost/found 

pets, call the shelter at 432-837-

9030. If you fi nd a stray or injured 

pet, call the Alpine Police Depart-

ment at 432-837-3486 to dispatch 

an Animal Control Offi  cer.
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Send your community 
events to kara.gerbert@al-
pineavalanche.com

Upcoming events

December 5 Grand Opening 

and Ribbon Cutting, 5:45 p.m. at 
5th Street Gallery, 118 N. 5th Street. 

December 6 Davis Mountains 

State Park, 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. Morn-
ing Bird Walk and 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Desert Adapters Hike at Emory Oak 
Wildlife Viewing Area.

December 6 Sul Ross First 

Lady’s Holiday Celebration, 5:30 
p.m. at Centennial Plaza in front of 
Morelock Academic Building. There 
will be tree lighting, carols, cookies, 
and cocoa. Everyone is welcome.

December 6 Big Bend Cho-

rale Concert, 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 
208 E. Sul Ross Avenue-First United 
Methodist Church.

December 7 Christmas Stroll 

and Tree Lighting, 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. Stroll down East Sul Ross 
Avenue with musical performances 
and holiday lights followed by a 
tree lighting at the Brewster County 

Courthouse at 201 W Ave E.
December 7 Fiesta de Noche 

Buena, 5 p.m. start with a parade at 
7 p.m. on Main Street and Avenue D 
in Marathon. There will be food, hay 
rides, a light parade, local vendors, 
live music, and Santa.

December 7 SRSU Guided 

Hike on Hancock Hill, 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m. with Matt Hewitt and Catillin 
Camp on Big Bend Bears. Registra-
tion is required.

December 7, 14, & 21, Davis 
Mountains State Park, 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. Holiday Ornament Workshop at 
Interpretive Center.

December 7, 11, & 28, Davis 
Mountains State Park, 7 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Dark Sky Tour at CCC Rock Look-
out (End of Skyline Drive). Bring a 
chair and a red lamp fl ashlight.

December 10 & 17 Davis 

Mountains State Park, 7 p.m. to 
8 p.m. Star Chat at the parking lot 
across from Interpretive Center. Bring 
a chair and binoculars.

December 13-14 Mountain 

Country Christmas at Alpine 

Civic Center. On Friday, hours are 

1 p.m. to 9 p.m., and on Saturday, 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Dozens of vendors 

and photos with Santa on Saturday. 

Presented by the Woman’s Club of 

Alpine.

December 14 Library Music 

Program, 4:30 p.m. at the Jeff  Davis 

County Library in Fort Davis. A special 

free music program off ered by the 

Friends of the Library will showcase 

a guitar ensemble from Sul Ross. 

Local pianist Lana Potts will lead 

sing-alongs beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

followed by the guitar ensemble at 

6 p.m. with more Christmas carols. 

Refreshments and hot cocoa will be 
served prior to the music. Everyone is 
invited to attend.

December 14 Christmas 

Around the World, 7:30 p.m. at 
the First United Methodist Church, 
presented by the Solfege Choir, Vi-
vace Youth Singers, and the Big Bend 
Children’s Chorus.

December 15 Alpine School of 

Music Winter Recital, 4 p.m. be-
ginner recital, 5 p.m. reception, 5:30 
p.m. advanced recital at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 103 E. Lockhart.

December 20 Cowboy Christ-

mas Ball, 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. at the 
Granada Theatre hosted by Doug 
Moreland. Adults are $10, teens $5, 
and kids are FREE.

December 21 Alpine Christ-

mas Parade, 5 p.m. line-up at city 
hall, and the parade begins at 6 p.m. 
The parade route will continue down 
Holland Ave, turn at 2nd Street, and 
end up at the Alpine Visitor Center, 
where there will be refreshments, 
photos with Santa, float winner 
awards, and entertainment by the 
Big Bend Community Band.

Ongoing Events

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 E. 

Lockhart Ave. Schedules are avail-

able on the front door. For more 

information, call 915-562-4081 or 

aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting,

noon Tuesdays at the BBT conference 

room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 

meeting, 6:30 p.m., second Mon-

day each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 

Sul Ross Ave. Dinner provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 

meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 

each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. Sul 

Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine City 

Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 101 W. 

Ave E. Weekly running club to walk/

run 1-3 miles. Meet at the Amigo 

garage and finish at Amigo. Call 

432-837-4012 for more information.

Big Bend Amateur Radio Club 

meeting, 7 p.m., second Tuesday 

each month, Frontier Masonic Lodge 

#766, 2300 Highway 118 North.

Big Bend Community Chorale 

rehearsals on Monday evenings 

at 6 p.m. in the Sul Ross Fine 

Arts Building, Room 200. All are 
welcome, but fi rst contact Andrew 
Alegria at Andrew.alegria@sulross.
edu, call 432-837-8216, or visit bbc-
chorale.wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine 
Public Library by appointment only, 
805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-
2621 to make an appointment.  

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-
2621 to make an appointment.  

Hike with Homeless Dogs,

9 a.m. to 10 a.m. every Thursday 
at the Davis Mountains State Park 
Interpretive Center in collaboration 
with Grand Companions. For more 
information contact Charlie Ewing 
at 432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, noon 
to 1 p.m., fi rst and third Wednesdays 
at the American Legion. 

VFW Post 7207, 7 p.m., first 
Wednesday of each month at 605 
E. Ave F. All members are welcome. 

Santa visits Fort Davis

Josephine, Virginia, and Augustine Nott of Fort Davis took time this past Satur-
day to tell Santa what they all wanted for Christmas.

Courtesy photo

What is your 

favorite 

holiday movie?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Waylon Furr:
Rudolph

Whitley Furr:
The Grinch

Betty Hampton:
It’s A Wonderful Life

Augustine Huerta:
A Christmas Story

Manuel Ortega:
La Ley de Herodes

Open Enrollment: November 1

Deadline: January 15, 2025
For Health Insurance 

through the MarketPlace

Need an affordable Need an affordable 

Health Insurance?Health Insurance?

We Got You Covered!We Got You Covered!

Get Information at

Preventative Care Health Services

For Information call Sarah Vasquez

Family Health Services of Alpine

1605 North Fort Davis Highway Ste. B

Alpine Texas

432-837-4812

Marathon Independent School District 

Request for Bids No. 2024-1 

Security Fencing 

Marathon ISD is soliciting bids for a contractor/company to install 
new fencing, remove and replace existing fencing, and install gates at 

locations needed. The new fencing is needed for the safety and security 
of the students and staff members. Sealed bids will be received until 

1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 18, 2024. Bids will be presented to 
the Board of Trustees during the regularly scheduled board meeting, 
to be held on December 18, 2024. At 6:00 p.m., at 109 N. 5th Street, 

Marathon, TX 79842.  

Project specifications and timelines are available at www.marathonisd.
net under the School Finance/Procurement tabs, or may be obtained 

from the district’s business office: 

Marcus Celaya, Business Manager 
mcelaya@marathonisd.net 
432-386-4431 
109 N. 5th Street 
Marathon, TX 79842 

Marathon ISD reserves the right to reject any and all bids.  

PET OF THE WEEK

www.pineavalanche.com
www.aa-intergroup.org
www.chorale.wixsite.com/bbcc
https://www.yumraising.com
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PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

COCINERO: Beef•Chicken•Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl•Jalapeno and 

Cilantro Soup•Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with 

Onion Jam and Pico de Gallo•Bacon Wrapped 

Asparagus•Tumbleweed Onion Rings with Spicy 

Serrano Ketchup•Alpine Black Bean & Chicken 

Nachos 
---------

CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a 

Kaiser Roll•Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with 

Cream Cheese, Corn and Peppers Carne Asada 

with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas•Chicken Caesar 

Wrap with Hand Cut Fries•Tenderloin Tacos with 

Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce•Grilled Chicken 

Breast topped with Mango Chutney 
---------

SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

(Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup 

Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup 

1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant 
Guide

$6 a week gets you a spot in our 
restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

Muratori, Brewster Coun-
ty’s 9-1-1 GIS Coordinator, 
highlighted the importance 
of adding the seven newly 
named roads in Lajitas, 
including La Tigo Court, 
Corriente Court, and Get-
away Road, calling the 
progress a “breakthrough” 
and emphasizing the posi-
tive impact on both devel-
opment and emergency 
response.

Accurate mapping en-
sures fi rst responders can 
quickly locate properties, 
a crucial improvement for 
public safety in rural areas.

Bee Mountain Estates 
and East Rim Ranch also 
benefited from updated 

plats, adding to the coun-
ty’s mapped road network. 
These updates are expect-
ed to facilitate real estate 
transactions and attract 
future development in the 
region.

The commissioners 
unanimously approved 
renewed jail housing con-
tracts with Ector, Pecos, 
and Terrell counties for 
fiscal year 2025. These 
agreements allow Brewster 
County to house overfl ow 
inmates from these coun-
ties, ensuring that neigh-
boring regions can manage 
their jail populations during 
emergencies.

The contracts are part of 
a long-standing interlocal 
cooperation effort autho-
rized under Chapter 791 

of the Texas Government 
Code.

Such agreements enable 
political subdivisions to 
share resources effi  ciently, 
address capacity issues, 
and ensure inmate safety.

The renewed contracts 
stipulate that Brewster 
County has the capacity to 
provide housing and care 
for inmates from other 
counties when necessary. 
This arrangement also 
brings in additional reve-
nue to support the county’s 
operations.

The commissioners 
moved forward on grant 
funding opportunities, se-
lecting Jacob & Martin 
Engineering to manage the 
pre-application, applica-
tion, and project implemen-

tation for the 2025 Colonia 
Fund: Construction Grant 
Program. This program, 
funded by the Texas De-
partment of Agriculture, 
targets infrastructure im-
provements in underserved 
areas known as colonias.

The commissioners em-
phasized the importance 
of selecting a fi rm experi-
enced in federally funded 
projects, noting that Jacob 
& Martin Engineering 
met all the qualifications 
required by the Texas 
Community Development 
Block Grant program.

The court also passed 
a resolution authorizing a 
Texas Community Devel-
opment Block Grant ap-
plication submission to the 
Texas Department of Agri-

culture for the Community 
Development Fund.

This grant program sup-
ports initiatives to improve 
housing, infrastructure, and 
economic opportunities for 
low- to moderate-income 
residents.

Brewster County com-
mitted $15,000 in match-
ing funds as part of the ap-
plication. This contribution 
demonstrates the county’s 
dedication to leveraging 
grant opportunities for the 
benefi t of its residents.

The resolution highlight-
ed the importance of ensur-
ing compliance with fed-
eral and state regulations, 
including procurement 
standards, environmental 
reviews, and civil rights re-
quirements.

The November meeting 

showcased the commis-

sioners’ focus on strate-

gic planning and regional 

collaboration. From add-

ing new roads in growing 

communities to renewing 

public safety agreements 

and preparing for grant-

funded projects, the court 

tackled diverse issues with 

long-term implications for 

Brewster County’s resi-

dents.

The next regular meet-

ing of the Brewster County 

Commissioners Court is set 

for December 10 at 9:30 

a.m. in the Commissioners 

Courtroom at the Brewster 

County Courthouse.

SAFETY • FROM 1

students are enrolled. 
These programs were pre-
viously a part of the Col-
lege of Agriculture, Life, 
and Physical Sciences.

Dr. Culpepper received 
his Bachelor of Science in 
Health and Physical Edu-
cation from Berry College 
in Georgia, his master’s 
degree in physical edu-
cation, and his doctoral 
degree in Kinesiology 
from the University of 
Houston. He is a member 
of Kappa Delta Pi, the In-
ternational Honor Society 
for Education, the Ameri-
can Psychological Asso-
ciation, the Association of 
Applied Sports Psychol-
ogy, and the United States 
Center for Coaching Ex-
cellence.

DEAN • FROM 1

accepts new, unwrapped 
toys for boys and girls up 
to 18. 

“Anything that’s left 
over, we take to an orphan-
age in Ojinaga,” he said. 

Ward 3 Councilor Da-
rin Nance introduced pro-
posed updates to Alpine’s 
STR (short term rental) or-
dinance, inspired in part by 
similar measures adopted 
by Marfa. 

Nance explained that 
Marfa adopted Alpine’s 
original STR ordinance 
and made some adjust-
ments. Alpine is consider-
ing adopting some of these 
changes that Marfa has 
successfully implemented.

STR operators in Alpine 
currently pay $350 per unit 
for the fi rst year and $100 
annually afterward. The 
council is considering re-
vising this structure to a fl at 
$250 annual fee. 

Nance also discussed 
parking regulations for 
STRs. Council members 
favored implementing 
standardized rules based on 
the number of units, aim-
ing for clarity and fairness. 
To improve efficiency, 
the “kick-off ” for the new 
web-based STR manage-
ment system happens to-
day. It will streamline the 
city’s permitting and com-
pliance process while im-
proving the user interface. 
“Thanks for shepherding 
this through,” said Mayor 
Pro Tem Stephens. Good 
job.” 

The council also re-
viewed the city’s draft 
Water Conservation and 
Drought Contingency 

Plan, updated by engineer-
ing fi rm Jacob and Martin. 
The plan aims to reduce 
per capita water usage by 
11.4% by 2034. Proposed 
infrastructure upgrades in-
clude replacing outdated 
water meters, some over 
20 years old. The plan also 
outlines tiered conserva-
tion measures triggered 
by drought severity and 
suggests public educa-
tion campaigns to reduce 
waste, such as fi xing leaky 
faucets.

As the city tackles the 
pressing issue of wa-
ter conservation, Antrim 
pointed out that some of 
the most insidious culprits 
may be hiding in plain 
sight or, perhaps more apt-
ly, behind closed doors.

“The silent but costly 
water leak is the running 
toilet,” said Antrim. She 
added that putting a packet 
of Kool-Aid in the toilet 
will show if there is a leak 
because you’ll be able to 
see the swirl caused by the 
running water more easily. 
She further emphasized 
the importance of the wa-
ter ordinance updates, not-
ing they align with Texas 
Commission on Environ-
mental Quality (TCEQ) 
requirements and enhance 
eligibility for state and fed-
eral infrastructure funding. 

Challenges remain, how-
ever, as water loss through 
unrecorded leaks and 
scheduled events linked to 
opened hydrants amounts 
to significant wastage—
over 300,000 gallons dur-
ing the 2023 holiday sea-
son alone because of the 
break in the water main 
downtown.

The city faces a $24,000 
wastewater fine due to 
TCEQ violations, includ-
ing plant spillage and data 
recording issues. Antrim 
proposed using funds for 
plant improvements in lieu 
of paying the fi ne, an of-
fer by TCEQ signaling the 
city’s commitment to long-
term solutions.

The council also dis-
cussed tax concessions re-
lated to renovations of the 
Holland Hotel, a landmark 
building dating back to the 
1920s. 

The project will restore 
the hotel to its original lay-
out while modernizing its 
infrastructure. City offi  cials 
are exploring tax incentives 
under Chapter 380 of the 
Texas Local Government 
Code to support preserva-
tion eff orts like this. Chap-
ter 380 agreements allow 
cities to provide grants or 
loans for economic devel-
opment projects, making 
them vital for historic pres-
ervation and local econom-
ic growth. 

However, the city man-
ager emphasized the 
importance of ensuring 
businesses uphold their 
commitments under these 
agreements to avoid issues 
experienced in the past, 
where a company failed to 
follow through on agreed-
upon terms and continued 
to receive tax benefi ts. 

“It’s not just giving 
them the tax abatement,” 
said Antrim in reference 
to Chapter 380. “It makes 
sure they’re compliant with 
what we’re asking for. That 
might be fi nancial records 
that show they’re bringing 
in what they’re bringing 

in.” 
The council also ap-

proved the fi rst reading of 
an ordinance to sell five 
acres of unused city prop-
erty adjacent to North 16th 
Street. This land, which 
has long remained unde-
veloped, has drawn atten-
tion due to its potential 
for growth. A third-party 
study conducted by Para-
mount Property Analysts 
concluded that the land 
would be most eff ectively 
utilized for residential de-
velopment. The council 
also reviewed an updated 
zoning map, which repre-
sents the first significant 
revision since 2013. The 
updated map refl ects city 
infrastructure changes, 
growth patterns, and evolv-
ing development needs. 

As Alpine continues to 
expand, the revision aims 
to ensure that zoning des-
ignations align with the 
community’s current and 
future goals. The new map 
proposes several modifi ca-
tions, including potential 
adjustments to residential, 
commercial, and industrial 
zoning areas designed to 
accommodate Alpine’s 
growing population and 
business interests.

The council ultimately 
addressed these concerns 
before approving, as they 
understood the importance 
of transparency and public 
engagement in shaping the 
city’s future. The zoning 
map revision is expected to 
play a crucial role in shap-
ing Alpine’s future, and the 
council’s deliberations are 
part of its commitment to 
a thoughtful and inclusive 
development process.

The Colima Addition property, fi ve acres adjacent 
to North 16th Street, will most likely transform 
into Alpine’s newest residential space. 

Courtesy photo

Finally, Alpine City At-
torney Cynthia Trevino 
joined via Zoom, and the 
council held a brief discus-
sion to clarify codifi cation 
questions related to zoning 
ordinances. One key point 
was how long citizens 
have to request changes or 
fi le complaints about the 
ordinance—an inquiry that 
Trevino confi rmed would 
be three years. Antrim 
gave the only executive 
report in Mayor Eaves’ 

absence, enlightening the 
council on upcoming man-
datory water samplings at 
schools and daycares. She 
said notices would be sent 
to these facilities, add-
ing that they also apply to 
home-based daycare busi-
nesses. 

The next regular Al-
pine City Council meet-
ing is scheduled for 
Tuesday, January 7, at 
5:30 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers.

GROWTH • FROM 1
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Dear Neil, A squir-
rel must have planted 
a bur oak acorn in 
one of our pots last 
year because we were 
blessed with a seedling 
this spring. It grew 
well (27 inches tall), 
although it was at-
tacked by a fungus this 
fall. Should we plant it 
into the ground now or 
wait another year?

Plant it in the next 
month or two. In fact, 
I would plant it right 
away. Its root system 
is probably winding 
around and around at the 
bottom of the pot. If so, 
use your pruning clip-
pers to cut one or two 
of the encircling roots 
so that they will branch 
out. Otherwise, they 
may girdle themselves 
as they grow larger over 
the years. You really do 
not want to leave it in 
a container any longer 
than necessary. It’s tall 
enough to stand on its 
own. Put a stake along-
side it to keep an animal 
from stepping on it, and 
keep it watered every 
few days through win-

ter, spring, and summer. 
By the way, the “fun-
gus” might have been 
the minor damage of 
sawfly larvae as they 
take the tissues out from 
between the upper and 
lower surfaces of the 
leaves. They are pretty 
common on bur oaks 
but are of no particular 
concern.

Dear Neil, I know 
you like a shrub called 
Italian jasmine, but I 
can’t fi nd it in nurser-
ies. Do you have any 
suggestions?

Sadly, I do not. It’s a 
venerable old plant that 
was more popular 50 to 
70 years ago than it is 

now. But it’s handsome 
and really ought to be 
brought back into more 
common use in our 
landscapes. For those 
who are unfamiliar, 
it’s Jasminum humile. 
North Carolina State 
University’s website 
notes that it has recent-
ly been separated into 
a genus named Chryso-
jasminum humile. 

It’s an arching shrub 4 
to 5 ft. tall and 5 or 6 ft. 
wide, perhaps slightly 
larger in South Texas. 
It’s winter-hardy about 
as far north as the I-20 
corridor or slightly be-
yond, although the great 
cold spell of February 
2021 damaged plants 
that had previously sur-
vived for decades.

It has square stems 
lined with small, very 
dark green, glossy ever-
green leaves. Its small, 
trumpet-shaped, clear 
yellow fl owers are pro-
duced in late winter and 
spring. I’ve never seen 
any fruit on the plants.

I tal ian jasmine is 
propagated by stem cut-
tings taken in late win-

ter and through early 

summer. It roots very 

easily, and several cut-

tings can be planted 

into each nursery pot 

to  make  p lan tab le 

transplants within 12 

months. It grows best 

in full sun and in highly 

organic, consistently 

moist soils. I’ve never 

seen an insect or disease 

bother it.

If you decide to try it, 

ask for it at your favor-

ite independent retail 

garden center. Ask the 

owner, manager, or buy-

er to see if they stock it 

or can order it for you 

come springtime. Nurs-

eries that do landscape 

contracting year-round 

are usually your most 

likely sources.

Have a question you’d 

like Neil to consider? E-

mail him at mailbag@

sperrygardens . com. 

Neil regrets that he can-

not reply to questions 

individually.

Fungus not the cause of leaf damage in bur oaks

by neil sperry
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TEXAS

CROSSWORD
by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  many Texans go on

      these for exercise

  5  Texas-based “Space

      X’s” Elon Musk

      is a billion____

  6  “sounds like a ____”

  7  teenage bane

  8  capture

  9  TXism: “___ the

      mark” (comply)

12  Spindletop driller,

      Capt. A.F. _____

17  where you can fi nd

      Australian birds in

      Texas (2 wds.)

19  Texas astronaut Ed

      White died on the

      fi rst ______ mission

21  wrenches ankle

      ligaments

22  Texas-fi lmed 1971 

      fi lm: “The Andro-

      meda ______”

23  TX Mark Chesnutt’s

      “Too Cold __  ____”

28  an alma mater of

      TX George W.

29  TXism: “gotta play

      the ____ you’re

      dealt” (inevitable)

30  Ciudad ______ is

      across from El Paso

31  “R” of NRA

35  Chalk _____ is a

      native Texas tree

36  hit for TX Henley’s

      Eagles: “Peaceful

      ____  _______”

42  TXism: “don’t get

      your ______  __  _

      knot” (calm down)

44  El Paso has statue

      of Juan de _____

  1  WWII enemy fi ghter

      plane (2 wds.)

  2  living area provided

      by early drilling

      companies (2 wds.)

  3  Hood County seat

  4  “cent” in Samoa

  9  TXism: “the ____ is

      wagging the dog”

10  TXism: “______  __

      _  ___ colt” (cranky)

11  paramedic services

      (abbr.)

12  “corporate” commu-

      community in Irving:

      ___ Colinas

46  “jumper’s knee” is __

      _______ sports injury

48  these were found in a 

      large area following

      Galveston’s Great Storm

49  TX George H.W.’s

      “Stormin’” general (init.)

50  2024 election didn’t have

      a large “Gender ___”

51  largest continent

52  TX Jim Reeves hit:

      “__  _ Losing You”

53  George H.W.

      1988 phrase:

      “____ my lips

54  TX Howard of

      TV’s “Dallas”

56  cut off tree branch

57  TX Perot’s co.

58  boot width
13  TXism: “tie __  ___

      ____ ends” (fi nalize)

14  this Seton wrote

      cowboy romance

      novels

15  Alda of “The Aviator”

      about TX Hughes

16  the Astro ____ into

      second base

18  fed. agcy. which 

      regulates aviation

20  TX Buddy Holly

      hit: “Rave __”

23  TX racer, Foyt (init.)

24  abdomen informally

25  Lukas of “Leap of

      Faith” with Texas-

      born Steve Martin

26  parentless child

27  Texas grows a lot

      of water______

32  TXism: “__ it ain’t

      true, there ain’t a

      cow in Texas”

33  Santa __, TX

34  rodeo rider & singer

      Chris __Doux

36  dir. to Buna from

      Livingston

37  TXism: “___ 

      headed” (silly)

38  TXism: “____  __

      a bug in a rug”

39  South Asia country

40  water nymph in

      Greek mythology

41  today, Verizon has 

      this old phone co.

43  “boob tube” abbr.

45  former Cowboy

      RB Emmitt (init.)

47  one installment of

      old TV’s “Dallas”

48  TXism: “a real ____

      burner” (exciting”

55  church alcove
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Barry Derickson, Sul 
Ross State University’s 
head football coach, re-
signed this week. Derick-
son joined the Lobo foot-
ball staff  in August 2021 as 
their Off ensive Coordinator 
and was promoted to head 
coach in December of the 
same year.

During his time with 
Sul Ross, Coach Derick-
son worked on improving 
recruitment and retention 
and the football team’s 
academic success. Derick-
son and his staff  recruited 
the fi rst class of Division 
2 student-athletes to com-
pete at Sul Ross, and they 
recently completed their 
fi rst DII season this fall. 
The Lobos overall record 
under Derickson’s leader-
ship rests at 11-20.

The Sul Ross athletic 
program said, “We cannot 
overstate our gratitude for 
what Coach Derickson has 
done for Sul Ross Athlet-
ics. He helped guide this 

program into a new era and 
navigated diffi  cult terrain. 
He leaves this program bet-
ter than he found it and will 
have a lasting impact on his 
student-athletes. Thank you 
for sharing your vision and 
passion with us. We wish 
you all the best in your fu-
ture endeavors.”

Coach Derickson com-
mented on his time at Sul 
Ross, stating, “I want to 
thank the community, the 
alumni, and the univer-
sity for their support. I also 
want to thank the young 
men who have turned 
the tide here at Sul Ross, 
leading the change into 
Division 2 and pioneer-
ing a new way into a new 
conference. All of you set 
a legacy that will never 
be forgotten. I also want 
to thank all the staff  that 
have worked for me here 
at Sul Ross. If not for you 
being able to trail blaze, 
Sul Ross would not have 
been possible. I would also 
like to thank my family 
and friends for supporting 
me from so very far away. 

Lastly, I would like to 
thank Amanda Workman, 
who allowed me the oppor-
tunity to lead this program, 
and the great young men I 
got to coach here. I appre-
ciate everything I have at 
Sul Ross State University, 
and without it, I wouldn’t 
be the better man I am to-
day. I am stepping down to 
pursue other opportunities 
but will always be a Lobo 
for life. Go Bo’s!”

A comprehensive, na-
tional search will begin 
immediately to fi ll the po-
sition.

The Alpine Fightin’ 
Bucks football team has 
demonstrated outstand-
ing athleticism on the 
fi eld this season and has 
also excelled academi-
cally. 

A total of 22 players 
earned Academic All-
District honors, show-
casing the team’s com-
mitment to excellence 
both in the classroom 
and on the gridiron.

To be eligible for Aca-
demic All-District hon-
ors in Texas, student-
athletes must maintain 
a minimum GPA of 90 
and be in their junior or 
senior year. 

This year, the Fightin’ 
Bucks rose to the chal-
lenge, earning these 
prestigious recognitions.

One of the season’s 
standout players was 
Dae Hardwick, who 
was a star on the fi eld 
and also excelled in the 
classroom. 

Hardwick received 
Academic All-District 
honors in multiple cate-
gories and made history 
by setting a school re-
cord with 89 receptions 
for 1,161 yards and 10 

touchdowns. 
H i s  i m p r e s s i v e 

achievements earned 
him the District 3-3A 
Division 2 MVP, solidi-
fying his place among 
the team’s all-time 
greats.

Devon Rojo,  the 
team’s senior quarter-
back, was another key 
player who earned rec-
ognition. 

Rojo led the Fightin’ 
Bucks to a share of the 
district championship, 
passing for over 2,000 
yards during the season. 

His leadership and 
quick decision-making 
earned him the district’s 
Off ensive MVP honor, 
and his success both in 
the classroom and on 
the fi eld was an inspira-
tion to his teammates.

Defensive standout 
Iden Lujan received Ac-
ademic All-District hon-
ors and was also named 
the District’s Defensive 
MVP. 

Lujan played a pivotal 
role in Alpine’s defen-
sive eff orts throughout 
the season, and his hard 
work, both on and off  
the fi eld, paid off  with 
these accolades. 

He also earned First-

Team Off ensive Receiv-
er honors for his contri-
butions on both sides of 
the ball.

Among the standout 
performers was senior 
running back Logan 
Smith, named the Texas 
3-A Built Ford Tough 
Player of the Week for 
his remarkable perfor-
mance against Odessa 
Compass.

Smith rushed for 
over 1,000 yards this 
season and was named 
First-Team Offensive 
Running Back and 
First-Team Outside 
Linebacker.

His dynamic ability 
to both run the ball and 
make plays on defense 
was instrumental in the 
team’s success. 

Smith’s hard work in 
the classroom mirrored 
his performance on the 
field, as he received 
Academic All-District 
honors for his academic 
achievements.

The Fightin’ Bucks’ 
off ensive and defensive 
lines also shined aca-
demically and athleti-
cally. 

Auden Ramirez was 
named First-Team Of-
fensive Tackle and 

First-Team Defensive 
Lineman, while Seth 
Dutchover earned Sec-
ond-Team Offensive 
Guard honors. 

David Valenzuela 
earned Second-Team 
honors for Fullback and 
Halfback, while Arik 
Llanez earned Second-
Team Off ensive Tackle 
honors.

Defensively,  sev-
eral players made their 
mark. 

A.J .  Llanez was 
named First-Team In-
side Linebacker, while 
JP Valenzuela earned 
First-Team Safety and 
an Honorable Mention 
as a Wide Receiver. 

John Mendoza re-
ceived First-Team Cor-
ner honors, and Khris 
Munoz earned Second-
Team Defensive Line 
honors.

The Fightin’ Bucks 
were also recognized 
for their well-rounded 
contributions, with sev-
eral players receiving 
Honorable Mentions, 
including Alec Ramos 
for Outside Linebacker, 
Rode Babb for Tight 
End, Marcus Ramirez 
for Inside Linebacker, 
and Alex Adams for 

Kicker.
Five players earned 

Academic All-District 
honors in more than one 
category, refl ecting the 
depth of the team’s tal-
ent and dedication. 

Achieving Academic 
All-District honors is a 
testament to these ath-
letes’ ability to balance 
the demanding require-
ments of athletics with 
academic success. 

In addition to their 
athletic accomplish-
ments, these young men 
have shown that hard 
work, discipline, and 
focus in the classroom 
are just as important as 
their performance on the 
fi eld.

Their achievements 

serve as an example to 

others of the value of 

pursuing excellence in 

all areas of life, not just 

sports.

Fightin’ Bucks Head 

Coach Andy Smith 

praised the players for 

their academic achieve-

ments, noting that their 

success in the classroom 

is just as critical as their 

success on the fi eld.

“We are extremely 

proud of our 22 student-

athletes who earned 

Academic All-District,” 

said Smith, who also 

serves as the Alpine In-

dependent School Dis-

trict Athletic Director. 
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Brains and brawn: 22 Fightin’ Bucks earn Academic All-District honors

2024-2025 Fightin’ Buck Varsity Football Team
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BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

SRSU head football coach announces resignation

Sul Ross Head Football 
Coach Barry Derickson

Photo courtesy 
of Sul Ross Sports

Lady Buck Basketball Schedule 2024-2025
 JV V

Dec. 5-7: Buena Vista Tourney, AWAY TBA TBA

Dec. 10: Midland Legacy, HOME 4:30 5:30

Dec. 16: Klondike, WINK 5:30 6:45

Dec. 20: Monahans, HOME 2:30 1:00

Dec. 26-28: Caprock Tourney, AWAY TBA TBA

Jan. 3: Kermit, AWAY 5:00 6:30

Jan. 7: Buena Vista, AWAY 5:00 6:30

Jan. 10: Tornillo, AWAY 5:00 6:30

Jan. 14: Presidio, HOME 5:00 6:30

Jan. 17: Anthony, AWAY 5:00 6:30

Jan. 21: Kermit, HOME 5:00 6:30

Jan. 24: Balmorhea, AWAY 5:00 6:30

Jan. 28: Tornillo, HOME 5:00 6:30

Jan. 31: Presidio, AWAY 5:00 6:30

Feb. 4: Anthony, HOME 5:00 6:30

Feb. 8: District Certifi cation

Feb. 10-11: Bi-District

Feb. 13-15: Area

Feb. 17-18: Regional Semifi nals

Feb. 20-22: Regional Finals/Optional Regional Tournament

Feb. 24-25: State Semifi nals
**Dates and times are subject to change.

• COLD PRESS

• SMALL BATCH

• SMOOTHIES

• BOWLS

• JUICES

208 West Holland Avenue • Alpine •  Texas 79830 • (432) 386-0759

Monday-Saturday 7-6 • Sunday 10-4
Stop in or order online today!

JUICE BAR

Need help with 
your balance  

This Christmas?

Alpine Community 
Credit Union 

Is now offering

Holiday Loans 
for the holiday season. 

Amounts of up to 

$1,200
for qualifying members.

Great rates

Flexible terms

Fast answers

Come by and see if we can 

fulfill you holiday needs.*
*Restriction may apply.

Alpine CommunityAlpine Community
Credit UnionCredit Union

111 N 2nd St,

Alpine, TX

(432) 837-5156



 

The Sul Ross women’s 

basketball team brought 

home the ‘W’ at home in 

their fi rst Lone Star Con-

ference match-up against 

the Western New Mexico 

Mustangs, defeating them 

83-65.

Despite early-season in-

juries, the Lobos were able 

to capitalize on the failure 

of the Mustangs to shoot 

from the fi eld, where they 

turned WNMU’s 24 turn-
overs into 18 points. This 
established a lead that the 
Mustangs were unable to 
recover from.

The Lobos were in 
charge with a commanding 
12-point lead by the end of 
the fi rst quarter thanks to 
TaMaiya Mims, Caitlyn 
Corley, and with the help 
of a series of free throws 
by Kyra Taylor.

Sul Ross would extend 
its lead into the beginning 
of the second quarter with 

back-to-back layups from 
Cheyanne Bonilla. Despite 
the Mustangs fi ghting their 
way back, cutting the Lo-
bos lead to six with under 
three minutes left in the 
quarter, the Lobos would 
assert their dominance on 
the court, leading by 12 at 
the half.

Although Sul Ross was 
outperformed at the free-
throw line and beyond the 
arc, hitting 18 of 26 at-
tempts at the line as well 
as 7 of 22 beyond the arc, 

they were able to make key 
plays that secured their vic-
tory thanks to outstanding 
performances by Mims, 
Melody Martinez, Cor-
ley, Bonilla, and Victoria 
Aguayo.

Head Coach E.J. Smith 
commented, saying, “Ev-
erybody was able to con-
tribute. I’m very proud of 
all our players. We shot the 
ball really well, despite the 
size of the WNMU players. 
It was a good team eff ort.”

Corley also commented 
on their play, saying, “Our 
press was working for us. 
We forced a lot of turn-
overs and were aggressive 
defensively. The key to our 
victory was our turnover-
to-steals ratio, as well as 
our shooting. I hope this 
brings us together as a 
team and gives us some 
momentum going forward, 
considering we are coming 
into this conference as un-
derdogs.”

Their next contest pit-
ted them against another 
New Mexico match-up, 
the Eagles of Northern 
New Mexico. The Lobos 
had a battle on their hands 
but ultimately were able 
to pull off  the win in over-
time. The fi rst half of the 
game was a struggle for the 
Lobos, but the team was 
able to gel in the second 
half thanks to Aguayo’s 
17 points and Martinez’s 
three-point skills. Both 
Mims and Corley, along 

with point guard Cheyanne 
Bonilla, contributed to Sul 
Ross’ second-half off ensive 
production. The last fi ve 
minutes of the game were 
where it all came together 
for the Lady Lobos. Their 
ability to make key plays 
delivered the second win 
for the program.

In a series of road 
games, the Lady Lobos 
next moved to Abilene for 
a non-conference contest 
against McMurry on Tues-
day evening at the Kim-
brell Arena, followed by a 

trip to Austin to face LSC 

contender St. Edwards to-

day at 5:30 p.m. The Lobos 

next face another match-

up against St. Mary’s, this 

time in conference play on 

Saturday afternoon at the 

Bill Greehey Arena in San 

Antonio. Sul Ross fell to 

St. Mary’s at home on No-

vember 15, 68-74.

The Lady Lobos return 

to the Gallego Center next 

Thursday at 1 p.m. for 

their conference match-up 

against UT Tyler. 
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BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Lady Lobos conquer New Mexico in fi rst LFC game

Sul Ross Lady Lobo Melody Martinez goes for a jump-
er as teammate Caitlyn Corley looks on.

Photo courtesy of Sul Ross Sports

The Mustangs of West-
ern New Mexico began 
their assault against the 
Lobos on Saturday night 
at the Gallego Center, 
jumping out to a 2-0 lead 
in the fi rst seconds of the 
game. However, their 
lead would not last long, 
thanks to a potent Lobo 
off ense. Lobo guard Cam 
Clardy answered the call 
after those first points 
were put up with a mid-
range jumper. This would 
help propel the Lobos’ 
aggressive off ense into a 
15-point run that a three-
pointer from Ethan Yancy 
would cap.

The Mustangs would 
narrow the lead, cut-
ting it down to six, but 
a three-pointer from 
Manny Flores, followed 
by a layup and jumper 

from Myles Amason and 

topped off by a layup 

from Clardy, would leave 
the Lobos ahead by 13 at 
the half.

The second half of the 
game is where the Lobos 
began to stumble. West-
ern New Mexico would 
slowly chisel away at 
Sul Ross’ lead, embark-
ing on an 8-0 run topped 
off  with three free throws 
less than five minutes 
into the half. This cut the 
Lobos’ lead down to four, 
but the Mustangs would 
continue to answer back 
and overcome any lead 
Sul Ross had as the sec-
ond half of the game 
wore on.

The Lobos would tie 
things up 50-50 with 
eight minutes remaining 
in the contest, but another 
8-0 run by the Mustangs 
continued their assault, 
eventually defeating the 
Lobos 69-57. Sul Ross is 
currently 0-1 in confer-
ence play as they take on 
St. Edward’s University 
tonight in Austin.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Lobos fall to Western New Mexico

Sul Ross’ Ethan Yancy controls the ball amidst fellow 
players on Saturday at the Gallego Center during the 
Lobos’ loss to Western New Mexico.

Photo courtesy of Briana Martin

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Monitoring for

Your Peace of Mind 

. Sign up

to receive email alerts anytime your personal or

entity name is used in a real property recording

within the county. This is a free service provided

by the Brewster County Clerk designed to reduce

your property ownership.

Sign up today!

What is property fraud?
Real property fraud is where a party fraudulently records 

take ownership without your knowledge.

Why should you be concerned?
Real property fraud is a fast-growing crime as damaging as 

identity theft, with the added risk of losing your property.

How do you protect 

yourself?
The Brewster County Clerk is 

introducing GovOS Property 

Alert–a free real property

fraud alert system. After creating an

alert record, you will receive email

recorded against your property  

or name.

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

COLETTE FOWLKESCOLETTE FOWLKES

She is number 11. Over these last 2 games Colette 

has emerged as being a big piece for our program. 

The girls feed off her rim protection and she is 

growing her confidence on the offensive side as well. 

Fightin’ Buck Basketball Schedule 2024-2025
 9th JV V

Dec. 10 Greenwood, AWAY 4:30 6:00 7:30
Dec. 12-14 Sanderson Tourney, AWAY TBD TBD TBD
Dec. 17 Fort Stockton, HOME 4:30 6:00 7:30
Dec. 20 Monahans, AWAY 1:00 1:00 2:30
Dec. 26-28 Caprock Tourney, AWAY TBD TBD TBD
Jan. 3 McCamey, HOME 4:00 5:00 6:30
Jan. 7 Buena Vista, AWAY   7:30

DISTRICT 4-3A GAMES
Jan. 10 Tornillo, AWAY 5:00 6:30 8:00
Jan. 14 Presidio, HOME **6:30 **5:00 8:00
Jan. 17 Anthony, AWAY 5:00 6:30 8:00
Jan. 21 Kermit, HOME **6:30 **5:00 8:00
Jan. 24  OPEN
Jan. 28 Tornillo, HOME **6:30 **5:00 8:00
Jan. 31 Presidio, AWAY 5:00 6:30 8:00
Feb. 4 Anthony, HOME **6:30 **5:00 8:00
Feb. 7 Kermit, AWAY 5:00 6:30 8:00
Feb. 11 OPEN
Feb. 17-18 Bi-District
Feb. 24-28  Regional Semifi nals
Feb. 27-March 1 Regional Finals
March 3-4 State Semifi nals
March 6-8  State Finals

*Dates and times are subject to change.
**Games played at Alpine Middle School

www.brewster.tx.publicsearch.us/property-alert


 

Mobile homes 
and spaces. Close 
to Sul Ross Uni-
versity. Frontier 
Mobile Home 
Village. 1102 N. 
9th St. trailer #35 
Alpine. Call 432-
837-2736 

FOR RENT/LEASE 

New 3 bedroom, 
2 bath 1400 
square foot 
home. Close 
to high school. 
Large open fl oor 
plan. Master bed-
room has walk 
in closet, bath + 
shower. Washer 
dryer included. 
$1600/month. 
Call 432-837-
0990

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539 

1bd/1ba for rent. 
$720 per month 

for a 1 year lease. 
900 S Harrison B. 
For more infor-
mation visit our 
website www.
clarknussbaum-
realty.com or call 
us at 432-837-
3411

FOR SALE

Commercial 
Zone lot in 
Alpine – 7th and 
Gallego Call – 
432-386-0363

Three room small 
house – Call 432-
386-0363

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fi ll the night 
audit. Excellent 
pay and benefi ts. 
Please apply in 
person at 2607 
West Highway 90.

RANCH JOB 

WANTED – Army 
vet, non-drinker-
smoker, senior, 
will caretake/
safeguard your 
place, patrol 
fences & gently 
occupy that 
rent-free casita. 
432-296-8813 

WANT TO BUY

I buy cast iron 
skillets please 
text or call 512-
963-7533. 

SERVICES

Antique Depot 
Upholstery – 
Marathon, Tx. Call 
432-386-4342 or 
432-386-2928

ITEMS FOR SALE

Men’s Re Bike 
GTX3 – Call 432-
386-0363

Three sets of nice 
China dishes – 
Call 432-386-0363

2004 Honda Gold 
Wing, Excellent 
condition with all 
options. Cherry 
red. 95,000 miles 
for $6,000.00 Call 
281-734-2170 

GARAGE SALE 

– Saturday, De-

cember 7th from 

8:00 to 3:00. 1002 

E. Nations (Cor-

ner of loop road 

and Nations) 

Lots and Lots of 

NEW Christmas 

decorations, bird 

houses, P.A. Sys-

tem, and many 

other things.
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Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your ad the fi rst day of 

publication. We are only responsible for the fi rst 

incorrect insertion of any ad. Publisher’s liability for 

damages resulting from errors in any advertising 

that it has agreed to publish shall be limited to the 

amount actually received by the publisher in consid-

eration for its agreement to publish the advertise-

ment in question. It shall not be responsible for any 

consequential damages suff ered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due in the offi  ce by 

12:00 (noon) on Tuesday.

HOURS- You may place your ad in person at 704 

E. Holland, Alpine, TX 79830 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Call 432-837-3334.

CANCELLATIONS - All ads may be cancelled for 

the next publication until 12:00 (noon) on the Mon-

day before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - The publisher wants to do ev-

erything that is possible within the confi nes of good 

taste and legal constraints to help you advertise your 

product or service to the best advantage. We reserve 

the right to edit or reject any copy or insertion that 

does not meet our standards of acceptance. The Al-

pine Avalanche does not run ads for anyone whose 

balance on previous ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads must be paid in 

advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classifi ed Ads to the Al-

pine Avalanche by email at shelley.maroney

@alpineavalanche.com.

FOR RENT/LEASE GARAGE SALESHELP WANTEDMOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

ITEMS FOR SALE

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

      Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters of Administration for the Estate 

of Richard Charles Kelly, were issued on 
November 20, 2024, under Docket No. 
PR03188, pending in the County Court 
of Brewster County, Texas, to Bette Edella 
Kelly.

Claims may be presented in care of the 
attorney for the estate, addressed as 
follows:

   Representative,
   Estate of Richard Charles Kelly,           
   Deceased
   c/o Elizabeth J. Lewis, Attorney at Law
   LAW OFFICE OF ELIZABETH J.  
   LEWIS, PLLC
   P.O. Box 101
   Marathon, Texas 79842

      All persons having claims against 
this estate, which is currently being 
administered, are required to present 
them within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

DATED November 20, 2024

                            Bette Edella Kelly

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

      Notice is hereby given that original 

Letters of Administration for the Estate 

of Rinda Lee Pelton, were issued on 

November 20, 2024, under Docket No. 

PR03191, pending in the County

Court of Brewster County, Texas, to 

Ronald Lyle Pelton.

Claims may be presented in care of the 

attorney for the estate, addressed as 

follows:

   Representative,

   Estate of Rinda Lee Pelton, Deceased

   c/o Elizabeth J. Lewis, Attorney at Law

   LAW OFFICE OF ELIZABETH J.  

   LEWIS, PLLC

   P.O. Box 101

   Marathon, Texas 79842

      All persons having claims against 

this estate, which is currently being 

administered, are required to present 

them within the time and in the manner 

prescribed by law.

DATED November 20, 2024

                          Ronald Lyle Pelton

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812
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 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, 

 Alpine Location 

Now Hiring

Looking for a career, Village Farms is Hiring! 

Regional Compliance Manager 

This position will supervise, train and help regulate 

Regulatory Compliance programs in our Marfa and 
Fort Davis facilities. 

Requirements: 
• Conduct/Manage Food Safety audits 

• Quality inspections to ensure product meets                

• Conduct/manage tests on surfaces, product,      
   packaging, etc.

• Conduct food safety and quality training with      
   supervisors and employees to assure             
   program success 

• Maintain various documents, SOPs and reports

This position is generally M-F 8-5  
Must have some managerial/supervisory experience  
Ability to organize and prioritize to meet deadlines 

 
Bilingual in English/Spanish required  

Bachelor’s degree or higher preferred (can be 
replaced for experience)  

Reliable Transportation as travel between sites is 
required

Please send resumes to:  
ebaeza@villagefarms.com 

Or call 432-729-3071 Ext. 607 
to inquire

We are seeking a highly skilled and experienced Master 

Electrician to join our team in Marfa and FT Davis.

Responsibilities:

• Install, maintain, and repair electrical systems

• Conduct routine inspections and maintenance     

   on electrical systems to ensure compliance with 

   safety regulations

• Read blueprints and schematics to identify

   electrical systems and locate faults

• Ensure all electrical work is done in accordance 

   with the National Electric Code (NEC).

• Train and lead teams performing electrical    

   system work

• Master Electrician License for the State of Texas 

  (Required)

• Strong problem-solving skills and attention to    

   detail

• Ability to read and interpret electrical schematics 

  and blueprints

• Experience with electrical troubleshooting and 

   repair

• Strong technical background and excellent   

   problem-solving skills

• Bilingual English/Spanish preferred

Please send resumes to ebaeza@villagefarms.com

or call 432-729-3071 ext. 607 to inquire

APPLICATION 

HAS BEEN MADE 

WITH THE TEXAS 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

COMMISSION FOR 

A WINE AND BEER 

RETAILER’S OFF-

PREMISE PERMIT BY 

ALPINE VELOCITY OPS 

LLC D/B/A VELOCITY 

#18 TO BE LOCATED AT 

610 W HOLLAND AVE, 

ALPINE TEXAS 79830, 

BREWSTER COUNTY. 

THE OWNER OF SAID 

COMPANY IS RAJA S. 

DODDI, LLC MANAGER.

APPLICATION 

HAS BEEN MADE 

WITH THE TEXAS 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

COMMISSION FOR 

A WINE AND BEER 

RETAILER’S OFF-

PREMISE PERMIT BY 

ALPINE VELOCITY OPS 

LLC D/B/A  

VELOCITY #19

TO BE LOCATED AT 

1500 W HWY 90, 

ALPINE TEXAS 79830, 

BREWSTER COUNTY. 

THE OWNER OF

SAID COMPANY IS 

RAJA S. DODDI, LLC 

MANAGER.

✰✰✰✰✰ ✰✰✰✰✰
✰✰✰✰✰

✰✰✰✰✰

Community 

Forward
Trusted since 1891

Locally owned

 704 E Holland Ave, Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

www.realty.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.avalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org


 

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

JESUS

For

President

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487, Pastor Coleman Reidling

Wednesday night at 6pm

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133
Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas
www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.
432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280
Pastor Stephen White

 Latter-Day Saints
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego
Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449
Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St
http://bigbenduu.org 

MESSIANIC
Hebraic Roots Aviv Fellowship 

Shabbat 12 Noon Saturday 
Chaplain’s Garvin & Stephanie Shiflet 
51160 TX-118 South, (432) 371-2999

HebraicRootsAvivFellowship.org

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822
Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL
Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday
1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 
Laura Belkin, 729-3063 
6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH
Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AIThis Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

FORT DAVIS  |  ALPINE  |  PRESIDIO

WWW.MAVERICK.BANK  |  (432) 837-1888

Congregation B’nai Zion El Paso, an independent congregation following 
Conservative movement practices, is pleased to announce outreach to
individuals in the Big Bend interested in Jewish experience Judaism. 

Services are available in person or live stream. 
Interested persons may contact our local representative at

(432) 664-8619 or visit our website congregationbnaizion.org 

Isaiah 

40: 13-15

Pastor Reidling Coleman

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

Sunday Worship
@ 11:00 AM

Wednesday night
6pm

We are now in the season of Advent. 
This past Sunday, we celebrated the 
fi rst Sunday of Advent. Traditionally, 
the theme for the First Sunday of Ad-
vent is Hope. As we look forward to the 
second Sunday of Advent, the theme 
for the week is traditionally Peace. 
Some of us may be shaking our heads, 
grunting, or raising our eyebrows in 
disbelief at that single word — Peace.

 Where is the peace in a world that 
seems to be at war? We have a war be-
tween Russia and Ukraine. We have the 
war between Israel and Gaza. We have 
unrest and discontent around the world 
in Africa and South America. We have 
divisions within the United States that 
we see plastered all over the news and 
social media. And we have this hec-
tic time as we prepare for Christmas. 
Peace, you say!  Bah humbug! What 

can we do about it anyway? I’m only 
one person!

 If we believe we are all children of 
God, as St. Paul says, and no matter 
how badly we may have messed things 
up, our daily actions and how we treat 
each other with kindness, respect, and 
love can go a long way. We never know 
how a small act of kindness may have a 
ripple eff ect halfway across the world. 
Love God and love your neighbor, Je-
sus says to us.

 Prayer is another way to actively do 
something. It really does have a posi-
tive eff ect. Prayer brings the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understand-
ing, and that can be life-changing for 
ourselves, our families, our friends, and 
our enemies. 

 Never underestimate how our 
prayers, everyday choices, and actions 
can spread God’s love and peace and 
change the world.
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BY REV. KATIE HUDAK
St. James Episcopal Church, Alpine

Refl ection

In what activities did 
you participate in High 
School?
I only participated in 
photography because 
I moved to too many 
schools.

Who was your favorite 
teacher/coach, and 
why?
I didn’t have a favorite 
teacher in high school, 
but my favorite teacher 
was my grandmother, 
Dorothy Smith. She was 
the greatest math teacher I 

could have ever hoped for.

What was your favorite 
moment in the last four 
years?
My favorite moment in 
the past four years was 
realizing I only had a few 
months left until I reached 
my goal of graduating.

What are your plans 

I plan on attending college 
to major in psychology 
and minor in education.

SE
NIO

R

Spot
ligh

t

Sponsored bySSS ddd bbb

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Alyssa SmithAlyssa Smith

It’s that time of year 
again when your house-
hold’s flour, butter, and 
sugar come together to 
create those favorite holi-
day treats. Moreover, the 
holiday season would only 
be complete with the addi-
tion of a few lively spirits.

In this case, we are talk-
ing about rum. This Carib-
bean favorite fi rst came to 
light during the Golden 
Age of Piracy in the 17th 
Century and was said to 
have first been recorded 
in Barbados. This well-
known spirit came about 
when enslaved sugar plan-
tation workers realized 
molasses, a byproduct of 
sugar refining, could be 
fermented into alcohol. 
They later discovered that 
distilling this sugar-based 
spirit would concentrate 
it and remove all the im-
purities from the original, 
roughly made drink.

Rum became not only a 
favorite of pirates but was 
the currency of slave trad-
ers. Enslaved people were 

brought from Africa to the 
West Indies to produce 
molasses. The molasses 
was then sent to New Eng-
land, where it was refi ned, 
turned into rum, and traded 
back to Africa for more 
enslaved people. Wher-
ever there were sugar cane 
plantations, rum would fol-
low. Despite the beverage’s 
storied history, it is thought 
that the Mount Gay Rum 
Distillery, founded in 1703 
in Saint Lucy, Barbados, 
produces the oldest rum 
worldwide and sells it in 
over 100 countries.

It is unclear exactly 
where the term “rum” 

comes from, but it is 
thought to have derived 
the name from several 
diff erent terms. One term 
is that it is a derivitive or 
shortened version of the 
word “rumbullion” or 
“rumbustion,” meaning 
a great tumult or uproar. 
Another idea was that it 
stemmed from the Dutch 
word “roemer” which is 
the name for a large glass 
and is pronounced, “rum-
mer.” It is also thought to 
have stemmed from the 
term “rummage” because 

it was stored in this part of 
a ship, making its journeys 
across the seas.

These days, this fabled 
spirit is used in everything 
from mixed drinks to cook-
ies, cakes, bars, bread pud-
ding, sauces, caramels, and 
coff ees and is a favorite ad-
dition to holiday desserts. 
For this reason, adding a 
little spirit to your dessert 
table means everyone is in 
for a really good time!

See the full recipe online 
at www.alpineavalanche.
com/recipes

Channel your inner pirate: Rum cake style

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Caribbean Rum Cake

Courtesy photo

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.maverick.bank
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.avivfellowship.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
www.congregationbnaizion.org
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating 

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

RYAN KINKADE

432-386-3296

P.O. BOX 1934

ALPINE, TX 79831

432-837-7179

BIGBENDCONCRETE@GMAIL.COM

CONCRETE

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BAIL BONDS

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

Family Owned & Operated

Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. 

Alpine • 432-837-7275

Towing Available • Estimates

Family Owned

Served Alpine Since 1995 •

WINDSHIELD AND AUTOMOTIVE CALIBRATION

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL

432-837-3334 OR 432-336-2281

BODY SHOP

DRY CLEANING

CLOCK REPAIR

Vacation or Staycation

Come Stay With Us!

403 N 8th St.‚ Alpine‚ TX | (432) 538-7032

www.alpinetxbnb.com | innkeeper@alpinetxbnb.com

BNB

FreedomFreedom
Bail BondsBail Bonds

FORT STOCKTONFORT STOCKTON

 Lauren O' Reilly- AGENT Lauren O' Reilly- AGENT

432-336-6670432-336-6670

ALPINEALPINE

David "Wacky" Pallanez- AGENTDavid "Wacky" Pallanez- AGENT

432-837-3293432-837-3293

24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards Accepted24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards Accepted

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

PCMH Clinics 
(432) 336-2291 (432) 336-2291 

or (432) 336-2058 

or (432) 336-0700or (432) 336-0700 

Family Care Center Walk-In Clinic 
(432) 336-4544 (432) 336-4544

HEALTH

1107 W. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-299-1323

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.alpinetxbnb.com
www.alpinepubliclibrary.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

TREATING TREATING 

YOURSELF YOURSELF 

TO NEW TO NEW 

CLIENTS?CLIENTS?

WE WE 

HAVEHAVE

YOU YOU 

COVERED!COVERED!

TRUCKING

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

PLUMBING

TIRES

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

432-336-3314
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

CAR RENTAL

To advertise your

business 

call 

 432-837-3334 or 

432-336-2281

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

We are local!
Now off ering 24-hour emergency services

Drain Unstops | Leak Detections
Sewer Camera Inspections | and More!

432-290-8511

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

REAL ESTATE

LIQUOR

704 W Holland Ave | Alpine, TX

(432) 837-7479

Drive Thru

SEPTIC SERVICES

MAC
 SEPTIC PORTA POTTIES

Rick McIvor
Owner/ Operator
325-812-5541

RickMcivor7@gmail.com
P.O. Box 640

 Fort Davis, TX 79734

ONLINE BOOKING| FAST & EASY| INSURANCE

432.244.4454

222 W DICKINSON BLVD | FORT STOCKTON

WWW.SMALLTOWNCARRENTAL.COM

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

CALL

432-837-3334
OR 432-336-2281

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestem.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.west.com
www.drillingbigbend.com
www.smalltowncarrental.com
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APD welcomes new offi  cer

Alpine Chief of Police Darrell Losoya swore in 
the department’s newest offi  cer, Victor Santana, 
early last week. Santana, a native of Horizon City 
near El Paso, is a 2024 graduate of the H. Joaquin 
Jackson Law Enforcement Academy at Sul Ross.

Photo courtesy of Alpine Police Department

Area senior citizens geared up to celebrate a Thanksgiving meal at the Sun-
shine House last Tuesday. 

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Seniors celebrate 
Thanksgiving

The Henry Charles 
Trost Memorial Award 
was awarded to Frank 

Hughey for his photo 
“Painting the Town,” 

right. The Twin Sis-
ters Award went to 

Rachael Hurst for her 
photo entitled “Hearts 
Grow Wild,” far right, 

and this year’s “A” 
Mountain Award was 
presented to Marian 

Kalka for her photo ti-
tled “Getting A Drink,” 

below.

Photos courtesy of the 

creators and City of Alpine

2024 Alpine Photo Contest Winners

®
Up your burger game or chill 

with the new McFlurry®

Enjoy hot McD’s summer with burgers and soft serve. Not only is the Smoky BLT 

QPC (single or double) back in all its bold‚ bacon-y glory but the new KIT KAT® 

Banana Split McFlurry is out here doing big things. The best part: you can try 

‘em today – how’s that for a break? Order ahead in the app to save time*

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine, Texas
The KIT KAT® trademark and trade dress are used under license from Société des Produits Nestlé SA and with permission from 

The Hershey Company. *At participating McDonald’s for a limited times. McDonalds app download and registration required. 

Mobile Order & Pay available at participating McDonald’s.

40% off 
Kimes Ranch, Rock and Roll 
& Panhadle Slim Jeans, 
Consuela Bags


