
 

An incredible variety 
of birds call the Trans-
Pecos  home .  Ove r 
500 species have been 
documen ted  ac ros s 
the region, represent-
ing 81% of the species 
known to occur in Tex-
as. Our grasslands are 
especially important as 
overwintering habitats 
for many species that 
nest farther north in the 
Great Plains during the 
summer.

One of the grassland 
specialists that win-
ters here in the Trans-
Pecos is the elusive 
Baird’s sparrow, a tiny 
bird with a “necklace” 
of fine streaking that 
spends much of its time 
running unseen through 
the tall grass. Another 
important  winter ing 
bird is the chestnut-col-

lared longspur, which 
weaves through the sky 
in acrobatic and chat-
tering flocks. These are 
just two of the many 
bird species that depend 
on high-quality grass-
land habitat here in the 
Chihuahuan Desert.

Many of our grass-
lands support  catt le 
as well as birds, and a 
healthy grazing system 
helps grassland habitats 
thrive. Dirt livestock 
tanks initially created 
to support cattle could 
also support grassland 
birds. Last winter, vol-
unteers recorded a flock 
of over 100 longspurs 
swooping over the wa-
ter at one tank, twisting 
and turning together 
and eventually landing 
to grab a drink.

Many grassland birds, 
such as these longspurs, 
are in serious trouble. 
As grasslands are de-

stroyed across North 
America, grassland bird 
populations have plum-
meted. Livestock tanks 
could be an important 
bird resource and an 

excellent opportunity 
for landowners to sup-
port bird conservation.

On a brisk September 
morning, Alpine and 
Fort Davis volunteers 

gather at Dixon Water 
Foundation’s Mimms 
Unit in Marfa. Armed 
with binoculars and 

Thanks to funding 
from the Great Ameri-
c a n  O u t d o o r s  A c t 
(GAOA) Legacy Res-
toration Fund, construc-
tion work on significant 
improvements to the 
Chisos Basin area of the 
park is expected to be-
gin May 1 and continue 
for approximately two 
years. The Chisos Basin 
area will be closed to 
all visitor entry as work 
begins. This includes 
the Basin Road, lodg-
ing units, Basin Camp-

ground, restaurant, NPS 
visitor center, camper 
store, and trails within 
the Basin area. This 
work will ONLY affect 
the Chisos Basin area of 
Big Bend National Park. 
As significant compo-
nents are completed, 
park managers will as-
sess which areas can be 
safely reopened to regu-
lar public access.

Big Bend Nation-
al Park will remain 
open year-round. It of-
fers over 800,000 acres 
of  canyons,  deser t , 
historic sites, diverse 
wildlife, scenic drives, 

backcountry roads, and 
over 150 miles of hik-
ing trails for visitors 
from around the world 

to enjoy.
Construction crews 

will be demolishing 
the main Chisos Basin 

Lodge building and con-
structing a new lodge 

The Alpine ISD Board 
of Trustees held its regu-
lar meeting on Wednes-
day, October 16, at 5:30 
p.m. Single Member Dis-
trict 4 Jimmy Morris and 
Single Member District 1 
Eddie Natera were absent. 
Single Member District 7 
Vice-President Mary Mc-
Callister led the meeting.

After the meeting was 
called to order and no 
public comments were 
made, the board briefly 
discussed item six on 
the agenda regarding the 
delivery method for con-
struction services for the 
new playground project. 
This particular project is 
considered a design-build 
project in which a specifi c 
vendor is chosen to com-
plete the construction. 
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Lobos wide receiver Austin Ogunmakin weaves to get by Western New Mexico’s defensive back David Miller during Sul 
Ross’ homecoming win over the Mustangs Saturday night, which earned them the Golden Tumbleweed trophy and their 
fi rst Lonestar Conference win. Sul Ross (1-4) will face the Angelo State Rams (5-0) this coming Saturday in San Angelo

Photo courtesy of Sul Ross Sports

Lobos tamed the Mustangs
See BIG BEND • 6

Big Bend’s Chisos Basin closure begins May 1
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never go 
out of style.

Beautiful, one-of-a-kind creations.
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Valynda Ward Henington, Owner  - Jennifer Alexander 

409 E. Ave. E • Alpine, TX • (432) 837-2227• FSNF2F.com

Bethany Ahern, Agent

432-837-7419
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Volunteers survey local bird populations

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

See BIRD • 6

Volunteers gather after a successful bird survey at the Mimms Unit. Participants 
include Sul Ross State University students and Texas Master Naturalists from the 
local Tierra Grande chapter.

BY CLAUDIA ARNBERGER
Contributor

Current lodge view in the Chisos Basin.

Photo courtesy of NPS

BY EMILY BLUMENTRITT
Contributor
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www.bigbendsurgery.com
www.wtnb.com


 

Rebecca Ann Rooney 

Esparza

Becky was born on June 
2, 1953, in Alpine to Fran-
cis Patrick “Pat” Rooney II 
and Shirley Smith Rooney. 
She grew up in Marathon 
and the outreaching sur-
rounding areas of the Big 
Bend, alongside her sis-
ters Francene and Betty. 
The girls spent most holi-
days and every summer 
on the ranch with their 
loving grandparents, Mimi 
and Tata (Mr. & Mrs. F.P. 
Rooney I). Their days 
were spent riding donkeys 
so they could learn how 
to ride, eventually gradu-
ating up to a mule. Once 
Becky mastered the art 
of mule riding, Tata gave 
her the nickname Bec-a-
Roo. Mimi was always at 
arms-length with camera 
in hand, snapping pics of 
the girls on every adven-
ture. Each trip was sure to 
include a picnic, packed by 
Mimi early that morning, 
and afternoons spent hunt-
ing arrowheads in the wide 
West Texas terrain. Each of 
the girls would spend the 
rest of their lives attesting 
to how they had the abso-
lute best childhood grow-
ing up as a Rooney girl. 
Pat had three daughters, 
and he made sure to tell ev-
eryone that he was raising 

his three girls like boys… 
and he did. He was a very 
proud girl dad, for sure.

Becky attended Mara-
thon ISD, and once she 
started high school, she 
met her forever love, Sam-
my. They dated for two 
years before getting mar-
ried in 1970. Soon, they 
welcomed their first born 
daughter, Elizabeth, born 
in Alpine in December of 
1970. Sam enlisted in the 
Air Force and moved their 
little family away from 
Marathon, temporarily liv-
ing in Fort Stockton and 
then on to South Dakota, 
where he was stationed. 
Once he exited the military, 
they lived in San Antonio 
for a short time, where they 
welcomed their second 
daughter, Jennifer, in 1975. 
West Texas was always 
home and soon was calling 
for their return. Sam and 
Becky left San Antonio and 
headed back west, settling 
once again in Fort Stock-
ton. The third child, son 
Joseph, would soon join 

and complete their family 
in 1979. Sam and Becky 
lived in Fort Stockton 
for 29 years, raised their 
family there, established 
careers, and developed 
lifelong friendships there 
as well. She went to all 
her kid’s sporting events. 
She was their biggest fan. 
She loved watching them 
compete in sports. In 2005, 
they decided they needed a 
fresh start and headed fur-
ther west to El Paso. Becky 
loved being in El Paso. She 
became a branch manager 
at a local bank, and they 
purchased a beautiful new 
home that she absolutely 
adored. Her days were 
spent decorating her house 
and loving on their Boston 
Terriers. Economy chang-
es and better opportunities 
soon pushed them back 
out to the Permian Basin 
area, with Sam finding a 
new career in the oil field 
industry. They settled in 
Crane, where Becky found 
a position there at the local 
hospital. As always, she 
had no problem adjust-
ing, fitting in, and form-
ing more new bonds with 
those around her.

Sam and Becky began 
discussing their retirement 
plan. Their lifelong dream 
had been to return to where 
it all began, Marathon, and 
enjoy their golden years 

together. So started the task 
of building their dream 
home upon the founda-
tion of her childhood roots. 
Through blood, sweat, and 
tears, they built their home 
(mostly by their very own 
hands) over the course of 
the next 10 years. During 
this endeavor, they discov-
ered and fought through 
her illness – together. Doc-
tors’ appointments, hospi-
tal stays, treatments, medi-
cations, and tests upon 
tests. She beat all expecta-
tions. She definitely called 
the shots right up to the 
very end. She fought a val-
iant battle for six years. On 
Tuesday, October 15, sur-
rounded by her family and 
in the comfort of her own 
home, Becky succumbed 
to her cancer. She passed 
peacefully, surrounded by 
love.

Becky was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Pat and Shirley Rooney, 
baby brother Bubba (F.P. 
Rooney III), as well as 
her maternal and paternal 
grandparents.

She is survived by her 
husband, Samuel Esparza; 
Daughter Liz Esparza of 
Austin; Daughter Jennifer 
Esparza (Charles) of San 
Antonio; Son Joseph (Joe) 
Esparza (Betse) of Alpine; 
Sisters Francene Taylor 
and Betty Jo Rooney of 

Marathon; eight grandsons 

– Christopher Nussbaumer 

(Allie), Robert J. “Bob” 

Nussbaumer (Lauren), 

Miguel Castaneda (Jessi-

ca), Jorge Castaneda, Eden 

Silvas (Erika), Nicholas 

Silvas, Joaquin (Jake) Es-

parza, and Ethan Esparza; 

four great-granddaughters, 

one great-grandson, and 

another great grandbaby 

due in spring of 2025; nu-

merous nephews, nieces, 

and cousins.

Becky also leaves be-

hind her extended Esparza 

family—mother Cruz Rey 

Esparza of San Antonio; 

and siblings by marriage, 

heart, and a lifetime of mu-

tual love—Linda Esparza 

Briceno, Roy Esparza 

(Mariana), Aurora Esparza 

Garza (Danny), and Ramo-

na Esparza Carey (TC), all 

of San Antonio.

Graveside services were 

held on Monday, October 

21, at the Marathon Cem-

etery, and a gathering of 

loved ones was held af-

terward at the Marathon 

Catholic Church Parish 

Hall. Alpine Memorial Fu-

neral Home was in charge 

of arrangements.
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Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Elizabeth Tanksley
Faith Hegerfeld

Katy Williams
Richard and Jean Zimmer

Rio Grande Council of Governments
Christopher and Ellen C. Ruggia

Anonymous
Branch Public Relations

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing
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Earl Henry Elam

Earl Henry Elam, age 
89, of Hillsboro, went to 
be with his Lord and Sav-
ior on Sunday, October 13. 
A Graveside service will 
be held at 11 a.m. Friday, 
October 18, at Holly Hills 
Memorial Park in Gran-
bury. A visitation will be 
held from 5–7 p.m. Thurs-
day, October 17, at Mar-
shall and Marshall Funeral 
Directors Chapel in Hills-
boro.

Earl was born on De-
cember 7, 1934, in Wichita 

Falls to Patrick Henry and 

Martha Maurine (Scoggin) 

Elam. He served his coun-

try in the U.S. Navy in the 

Korean Confl ict.

Earl began his teaching 

career at Lubbock High 

School in Lubbock. There, 

he met Eleanor, who was, 
without a doubt, the love of 
his life. He later became a 
professor at Sul Ross Uni-
versity in Alpine, where 
he worked his way to be-
coming vice president of 
academic aff airs. Earl was 
the founding director of the 
Center for Big Bend Stud-
ies at Sul Ross, which al-
lowed students to thrive in 
their pursuit of education. 
Earl loved history and was 
a very active Texas State 
Historical Society mem-
ber. After retiring, he con-
tinued to work as an editor 

at Hill College Texas Heri-
tage Museum in Hillsboro. 
While at Hill College, his 
love for history and writ-
ing allowed him to publish 
a book on the Wichita In-
dians, which was a lifelong 
dream. He was an active 
member in the community, 
including the Method-
ist Church and the North 
Texas Airstream Com-
munity in which he lived. 
He and Eleanor were avid 
travelers and were often 
away in their Airstream. 
He loved to talk and share 
his infi nite knowledge ev-

erywhere he went. Above 
all else, he loved his fam-
ily! He loved his Lord and 
frequently stated that he 
has had a long relationship 
with Him. As a teenager, 
he decided to continue to 
expand his knowledge for 
as long as he lived, and he 
did.

He is preceded in death 
by his wife, Eleanor Elam; 
parents, Patrick and Mar-
tha Elam; sisters, Evelyn 
Allison, Patricia Low, and 
Anita Elam; granddaugh-
ter, Kennedy Reynolds; 
and son-in-law, Rick Reyn-

olds.

Earl is survived by his 

children, Karen Haven-

hill, Karla Elam, and Kasie 

Reynolds; brothers, Tom 

and Jerry Elam; grandchil-

dren, Ryan Havenhill and 

his wife Katherine, Reagan 

and Reid Reynolds; and 

one great-granddaughter 

on the way.

Memorials may be made 

to First Methodist Church, 

315 E Elm St, Hillsboro, 

TX 76645.

Alfredo L. Espinosa

Alfredo L. Espino-
sa, 80, from Odessa, 
was born February 12, 
1944, in Alpine and 
passed away on July 3 
in Odessa. He attended 
high school in Alpine, 
and after high school, 
he joined the Army. 
Once he completed his 
service to our coun-
try, he returned to Al-
pine to attend Sul Ross 
State University, where 
he graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree. His 
teaching and coaching 
career began in Crys-
tal City, and he later 
moved to Odessa and 
taught at Ector High 
School and Ector Ju-
nior High as a Spanish 
teacher and coach for 
over 30 years. There 
are not enough words 
to describe how won-
derful of a husband, 
fa ther,  grandfa ther, 
brother, uncle, cousin, 
friend, teacher, coach, 
neighbor, etc. he was. 
No matter how anyone 
knew or addressed him 
by either Alfredo, Firo, 
“Es,” Maestro, Compa, 
Mr. Espinosa, and last 
but not least, as Dad…
he was someone spe-
cial to everyone. Any-
one he would visit or 
run into, he could eas-

ily start up a conversa-
tion. He enjoyed vis-
iting with family and 
friends. His conversa-
tions would consist of 
words of wisdom, con-
soling someone, mak-
ing one laugh, talking 
about his trips to Las 
Vegas, Laughlin, Reno, 
and Ruidoso, Dallas 
Cowboys, or simply 
stopping by and saying 
hello. He has countless 
numbers of friends and 
always seemed to make 
f r iends  everywhere 
he would go. He had 
such great love and fire 
for life, and it showed 
through his smile. His 
love and faith for our 
Lord were undeniable. 
He would make sure to 
attend Mass and pray 
every day. This is one 
of many beautiful traits 
that he and his wife, 
Irma, have passed on 
to their children and 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  A l -
though we were not 
ready to see him leave 

this world, Our Lord 
and Savior was ready to 
call His son, Alfredo L. 
Espinosa, home. For all 
of us who knew Alfre-
do, Firo, Mr. Espinosa, 
Coach, Grandpa, Dad…
we hope and pray he 
knows he is loved and 
deeply missed. May 
he continue to smile in 
heaven, pray for us all, 
and rest in heavenly 
peace. He is survived 
by his daughter, Nor-
ma Jean Espinosa, and 
son, Robert Espinosa; 
grandsons, Robert Es-
pinosa, Jr. ,  and Ca-
leb Guajardo; brother, 
Manuel Espinosa.

He is preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Manuel Q. and Esequiel 
Espinosa;  his  wife, 
Irma Espinosa; Broth-
ers: Pablo Espinosa, 
Simon Espinosa, Juan 
Espinosa, Modesto Es-
pinosa, Adolfo Espi-
nosa, Leopoldo Espi-
nosa; Sisters: Angelita 
Olazaba and Isabel Es-
pinosa. Memorial ser-
vices will be on Satur-
day, October 26, at Our 
Lady of Peace Catholic 
Church in Alpine. The 
Rosary will take place 
at 9:30 a.m. and Mass 
at 10 a.m. Burial will 
follow at Holy Angels 
Cemetery. A Luncheon 
will follow the service. 

In lieu of flowers, the 

family asks everyone 

to donate to one of 

his favorite charities, 

St. Jude’s Children’s 

Hospital .  The Espi-

nosa family says thank 

you to all family and 

friends for their con-

dolences and prayers. 

A Big Thank You to 

Lewallen Garcia Pipkin 

Funeral and Staff.

FT. STOCKTON GUN SHOW

Ft. Stockton Convention Center

OCT. 26TH & 27TH

SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 10-4

Cash Admission Only

Adults $8; ages 5-12 $1; 2-Day Pass $14

For info: 806.253.1322

www.silverspurtradeshows.com

FULL 
SHOW

www.alpinememorialfuneralhome.com
www.alpineretirementhomes.com
www.sunshinehousealpine.com
www.silverspurgunshows.com
www.silverspurtradeshows.com
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Students tour local law enforcement facilities

Fall Fashion
has arrived!
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2600 HWY 90  |  ALPINE  |  432-837-5792

New brands - Lower Prices

New winter hours for Boquillas crossing
The Boquil las Port 

of Entry, located in Big 
Bend National Park, will 
begin its winter sched-
ule on November 4. The 
crossing will be open 
five days a week, from 
Wednesday through Sat-
urday, and closed on 
Monday and Tuesday.

Pedestrians can access 
the port between 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. During the 
transition from the sum-
mer to winter schedule, 
the port will be open on 
November 1 through No-
vember 3 but closed on 
November 4 and Novem-
ber 5. It will re-open on 

Wednesday, November 6, 
and continue the sched-
ule listed.

As always,  visi tors 
may cross into Mexico 
at the port by foot dur-
ing low water or by 
rowboat ferry for a fee 
during business hours 
only. This port does not 
accommodate vehicle 
crossings or commercial 
importation of products. 
There is no other legal 
access to Mexico within 
or through BBNP.

All persons wishing to 
cross at Boquillas are re-
quired by law to have the 
proper documentation 

that is required to cross 

the border. United States 

and Canadian citizens 

may cross with a valid 

passport. For complete 

information on other ac-

cepted travel documents, 

contact U.S. Customs 

and Border Protection at 

Presidio by calling 432-

229-3349.

For more information 

about the village of Bo-

quillas, Coahuila, Mex-

ico, please visit https://

www.nps.gov/bibe/plan-

yourvisit/visiting-boquil-

las.htm. 

Early voting continues through next Friday

Early voting for the 
November  5  genera l 
election is still ongo-
ing. Polls will be open 
throughout the weekend 
and remain open all next 
week, closing Friday, 
November 1 at 7 p.m. All 

early voting occurs at the 
Judge Val Clark Beard 
Office Complex at 203 
N. 7th Street in Alpine.

Today and tomorrow, 
polls will be open from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. On Satur-
day, polls will open at 7 
a.m. and close at 7 p.m. 
On Sunday, polls open at 
1 p.m. and close at 7 p.m.

Beginning on Monday, 
October 28, polls will 
open at 7 a.m. and close 
at 7 p.m., and these hours 
will continue through 
Friday evening.

Election Day is sched-
uled for Tuesday, No-
vember 5, with all poll-
ing locations open from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Science and Literature come together

Ms. Hardaway’s second-grade science class had the opportunity to meet 
award-winning author and scientist Tracy Borgmeyer last week via Zoom. 
Borgmeyer is the author of “Halley Harper: Science Girl Extraordinaire.” 
The author, a chemical engineering graduate of Texas A&M who currently 
lives in the Woodlands near Houston, told the students a bit about the cre-
ative process behind her work and will be donating the complete box series 
of her book to Ms. Hardaway’s classroom.

Courtesy photo

The Alpine Kiwanis Club installed its new 2024-2025 offi  cers last week dur-
ing their regular meeting. Pictured are Rhonda Cole (Secretary/Treasurer), 
Lyndel Cook (LT. Governor for Texas Oklahoma District of Kiwanis In-
ternational), Judy Stokes (Vice President), and Ralph Gruebel (President). 
Cook was on hand for the installation of the new offi  cers.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Kiwanis installs new offi  cers

AHS Principles of Law and Public Safety students recently toured the Al-
pine Police Department and the Brewster County Jail facilities. APD Chief 
of Police Darrell Losoya partnered with the Brewster County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce to help the students explore the technologies, equipment, and proce-
dures that go into local law enforcement operations.

Courtesy photo

Correction

In last week’s City Council story, the date for the next regular City Council 
meeting was listed as October 29. The next City Council meeting is actually 
scheduled for November 5.

Also, it was mentioned that there were 14 propositions on the ballot for the 
November 5 general election. This was in error as there are only nine proposi-
tions.

Advertising
really

works!
Call for
details!

432.837
3334

or visit us
online at
www.
alpine
avala
nche
.com

www.nps.gov/bibe/plan


 

Sul Ross welcomed the 
inaugural class of the Presi-
dential PLUS Scholarship 
this fall. Presidential PLUS 
is a full-ride scholarship, in-
cluding tuition, fees, hous-
ing, and meals. The pro-
gram provides support to 
the top 25% of seniors from 
Alpine, Balmorhea, Buena 
Vista, Crane, Fort Davis, 
Fort Stockton, Grandfalls-
Royalty, Marathon, Marfa, 
Monahans-Wickett-Pyote, 
Pecos-Barstow-Toyah, Pre-
sidio, Sanderson, Sierra 
Blanca, Terlingua, Valen-
tine, and Van Horn.

I’d like to introduce you 
to a couple of the Alpine 
recipients. We are excited 
about the possibility of re-
warding many more local 
and regional students over 
the coming years.

Nidia Corona was born 
in Tacoma, Washington. 
A military child, she spent 
most of her life in El Paso 
and lived in Hawaii for a 
couple of years. She moved 

to Alpine three 
years ago, and her 
sister, Yaritza Co-
rona, graduated 
from Sul Ross. Her 
brother, Edgar Co-
rona, will graduate 
soon. She enjoys 
listening to music, 
practicing instru-
ments, drawing, 
learning about dif-
ferent cultures, and playing 
games. Her major is Music 
Education.

Nidia’s dream job is to 
become a band or orchestra 
teacher and teach middle 
school or high school so she 
can use her best abilities to 
teach young people while 
still making it enjoyable.

“Receiving the Presi-
dential PLUS Scholarship 
solidified my decision to 
stay at Sul Ross for four 
years and pursue the music 
degree I wanted while lift-
ing the weight of paying 
tuition and other expensive 
fees from my parents and 

my shoulders,” she 
said. “The full-
ride scholarship 
has also allowed 
me to experience 
what dorm life is 
like this upcoming 
fall semester. This 
scholarship has 
not only made me 
feel like I’m tak-
ing the right step in 

the right direction but also 
made me feel even more 
motivated to continue to do 
my absolute best.”

She is looking forward to 
learning, making the most 
of the college experience, 
and meeting new people.

Kalavati Caufield loves 
to draw, paint, and create 
art, help others, and give 
back to her community. 
She is a Psychology major 
and hopes to be a therapist 
someday.

“This scholarship has not 
only made it possible for 
me to go to college with-
out having to go into debt, 

help my family, and go to 
college full-time but has 
made it possible for me to 
fully focus on school and 
not worry about taking gap 
years to get through col-
lege,” she said. “I am just 
so excited to learn and grow 
as I connect further with my 
community and begin my 
therapy career. It’s some-
thing I have looked forward 
to for a while.”

We want our regional high 
school students to know that 
we believe in them at Sul 
Ross. We want to provide 
them with the educational 
support they need for suc-
cessful careers, whether 
they choose to return to 
their hometowns or explore 
the world.

We continue to add new 
pathways and programs—
our fi rst doctoral degree in 
Educational Leadership is 
expected to begin next year.

It’s an exciting time at Sul 
Ross, and we invite you to 
be a part of it.
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 Opinions
ONLINE POLL

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

Joseph Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

202-456-1111

Tony Gonzales

United States House 

of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

202-225-4511

John Cornyn

United States Senate

517 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4305

202-224-2934

Ted Cruz

United States Senate

185 Dirksen Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4306

202-224-5922

RESULTS

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHAT IS 

YOUR BIGGEST 

TIME WASTER?

RESULTS

SOCIAL MEDIA

41% 

TV

36% 

BOOKS OR READING

                                                                                                   

                                                                                                     9%

VIDEO GAMES                                                                     

                                                                      

                                                                                                     9%

TALKING ON THE PHONE

                                                                                                      5%

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.

STAFF

J.T. Maroney

Publisher

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

Kara Gerbert

Managing Editor

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

Kerry Laird

Sports Editor

laird@alpineavalanche.com

Shelley Maroney

Offi  ce Manager

shelley.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

432-837-3334

www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Facebook: Alpine Avalanche

ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is 

published every Thursday morning at 

704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. 

Periodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-

pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff 

Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per 

year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the 

character, standing or reputation of 

any person, firm or corporation will 

be corrected when such occurs in this 

newspaper and is brought to the pub-

lisher’s attention.

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

What are your 

biggest time 

wasters?

- Social Media

- TV

- Books or Reading

- Video Games

- Talking on the phone

“Count your age by 
friends, not years. Count 
your life by smiles, not 
tears.”

— John Lennon (1940 
– 1980) English singer, 
songwriter, and musi-
cian.

Traveling alone, some-
thing I’ve done far too 
much of in my lifetime, 
makes me think a lot. My 
brain’s hard drive revs up 
with the open road, shift-
ing a myriad of memories 
into overdrive. My vehicle 
has satellite radio, Blue-
tooth, and even antique 
CDs for entertainment, but 
thinking is my preferred 
pastime to make miles fly 
by.

Driving Saturday, I re-
flected on knowing most of 
my life is in the rearview 
mirror, knowing the few 
years left will seem quick. 
That thought becomes in-
creasingly poignant when-
ever I’m headed home 
dressed in my Sunday best 
with a funeral program 
folded up in my pocket.

My parents  inst i l led 
many good things in me, 
one of which is to “choose 
your friends wisely; those 
you call friends will shape 
your life.”

Ronnie Lilly and I grad-
uated from Mount Pleasant 
High School in the genera-
tion who remembers hear-
ing the news at school that 
President Kennedy had 
been assassinated in Dal-
las.

After graduation, Ron-
nie and I found ourselves 
as roommates at Kilgore 
College along with a third 
partner in “adventures,” 

our mutual friend 
and high school 
classmate, Mike 
Williams. Memo-
ries of adventures 
include sharpen-
ing our skills at 
pool playing, late-
night card games, 
overflowing the 
washing machines 
at the laundromat across 
the street from the girl’s 
dorm, and the memorable 
night we drove to down-
town Dallas in awe of Tex-
as O.U. weekend activi-
ties. We then traveled back 
to Kilgore the same night.

Ronnie was driving, I 
was riding shotgun, and 
Mike fell asleep in the 
back seat .  Arriving at 
our apartment just before 
dawn, Ronnie and I went 
in and hit the hay while 
Mike continued snoozing 
in the car. He awoke lat-
er that morning, initially 
miffed at us, thinking we 
had stopped for a motel 
room and left him in the 
car.

All this fun, yet we still 
found time to attend a few 
classes.

Come the spring, Ronnie 
and I flipped a coin to de-
termine whose old Chev-
rolet, his ‘57 or my ‘58, 
was more likely to make 
a trip to Southern Califor-
nia. Memorial Day week-
end, we were headed west 
in his car, stopping for a 
night in Las Vegas. We got 
a glimpse of Dean Martin 
singing at a club at The 
Thunderbird. No one was 
at the door, so we walked 
and disappeared into the 
shadows. The legendary 

crooner was al-
most through his 
second song when 
a tall man in a 
black suit offered 
two 19-year-old 
kids from Texas 
some options, the 
best one being to 
leave.  Immedi-
ately.

We packed a lot into that 
summer of ‘67. Working 
days to make money for 
school in the fall. Saturday 
nights, we were cruising 
the burger hangouts, lis-
tening to the Beach Boys 
on the jukebox, and drool-
ing over cool California 
cars and hot rods. Sunday 
afternoons, it was Malibu 
Beach watching surfers, 
researching the still some-
what new beachwear fad 
called bikinis, and trips up 
the coast to Pismo Beach, 
roaming the dunes in sand 
buggies with my Uncle 
Bill and his friends.

We were loaded with 
memories and headed east 
back to Texas for Labor 
Day weekend. Crossing 
the desert in the middle of 
the night to avoid daytime 
temperatures of 115 de-
grees and more, we cleared 
the desert into Southern 
Arizona well before dawn. 
Sleep was beckoning; no 
town within miles had a 
motel.

It wasn’t the Hilton, but 
a middle-of-nowhere road-
side park picnic table pro-
vided a couple of hours of 
shut-eye, and we were on 
the road again at dawn.

Ronnie’s car made the 
trip without a hiccup de-
spite the gas gauge not 

working. That was a prob-

lem just once, not far over 

the state line from New 

Mexico into Texas. Ron-

nie hitchhiked into town 

for gas while I

stayed with the car. I’m 

not sure he ever believed 

me about the hippies in 

a VW bus covered with 

peace signs and flowers, 

stopping to see if I needed 

help while he was gone.

“This  i s  Texas ,”  he 

laughed. “We left all that 

behind in California two 

days ago.”

But it was true. It really 

happened.

Someone once  sa id , 

“Life is an adventure best 

shared with good friends.” 

I’ve been blessed with 

many good friends who 

have shared a lifetime of 

adventures with me, but I 

could never have asked for 

a better friend than Ronnie 

Lilly.

Friends and family gath-

ered in East Texas Satur-

day to remember Ronnie 

and celebrate his life. I 

drove home dressed in my 

Sunday best, with a fu-

neral program folded up in 

my pocket. I was thankful 

for friends and memories, 

and I was thankful to have 

counted Ronnie as my 

friend.

One  who  de f in i t e ly 

shaped my life.

—Contact Leon Aldridge 

at leonaldridge@gmail.

com. Other Aldridge col-

umns are archived at leon-

aldridge.com

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

Choose friends wisely; they will shape your life

DR. CARLOS 
 HERNANDEZ
President Sul Ross State 
University

SRSU welcomes the inaugural class of the Presidential PLUS Scholarship

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.aldridge.com


 
Thursday, October 24, 2024 Alpine Avalanche Page 5

Send your community events 

to kara.gerber t@alpineava-

lanche.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Oc tober 24-26 Circus-

Themed Haunted House, 
8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. The Ter-
lingua Ghost Town Crisis Center 
is holding its annual haunted 
house. It includes trick-or-
treating and carnival games. 
Suggested donation is $10. 

October 25 Travel Talk, 7 
p.m. Alpine Public Library will 
present Four Friends Afloat 
Through Chile’s Fjords by Linda 
Hedges, Rick Resse, and Albert 
and Kathy Bork.

October 26 Great Pump-

kin Giveaway, 9 a.m. to Noon 
at the Alpine Visitor Center. 
Games, crafts, bounce house, 

pumpkin decorating and carv-
ing contest, and much more. 
Sponsored by the City of Al-
pine.

O c t o b e r  2 6 - 2 7  F r e e 

Movie, 3 p.m. at Alpine First 
Assembly of God, they will be 
showing the third movie in 
“The Perfect Race” series. Ev-
eryone is invited to attend, and 
free popcorn and bottled water 
will be provided.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 
502 E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules 
are available on the front door. 
For more information, call 915-
562-4081 or aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meet-

ing, noon Tuesdays at the BBT 
conference room, 5th St. and 
Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 

meeting, 6:30 p.m., second 

Monday each month, Legion 

Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Din-

ner provided.   

American Legion Auxil-

iary meeting, 4 p.m., third 

Monday each month, Legion 

Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine 

City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at 101 W. Ave E. Weekly 
running club to walk/run 1-3 
miles. Meet at the Amigo ga-
rage and finish at Amigo. Call 
432-837-4012 for more infor-
mation.

Big Bend Amateur Radio 
Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 
Tuesday each month, Frontier 
Masonic Lodge #766, 2300 
Highway 118 North.

Big Bend Community 
C h o r a l e  r e h e a r s a l s  o n 
Monday evenings at 6 p.m. 
in the Sul Ross Fine Arts 
Building, Room 200. All are 
welcome, but first contact 
Andrew Alegria at Andrew.
alegria@sulross.edu, call 432-
837-8216, or visit bbcchorale.
wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Citizenship Classes,  at 
Alpine Public Library by ap-
pointment only, 805 W. Ave. E. 

432-837-2621   
ESL Tutoring,  at Alpine 

Public Library, 805 W. Ave. E. 
Call 432-837-2621 to make an 
appointment.  

GED tutoring,  at Alpine 
Public Library, 805 W. Ave. E. 
Call 432-837-2621 to make an 
appointment.  

Hike with Homeless Dogs, 
9 a.m. to 10 a.m. every Thurs-
day at the Davis Mountains 
State Park Interpretive Center 
in collaboration with Grand 
Companions. For more infor-
mation contact Charlie Ewing 
at 432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, 
noon to 1 p.m., first and third 
Wednesdays at the American 
Legion.  

 Late Night Game Night, 9 
p.m. to 11 p.m. every Thursday 
night at Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

What’s 

the most 

embarrassing 

thing 

that can 

happen in a 

job interview?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Geni Brito:
Having bad breath.

Lupe Hoff man:
Not knowing 
what to say.

Beth Bryan-Dirmeyer: 
Spitting while 

you talk.

Katrina Munoz:
 Passing 

gas.

Tannah Rutledge:
You start
 crying.

Meet Lassie. 
Lassie has been at the 

shelter since mid-April; 
she was running loose 
outside the city limits 
with her sister Sloan. 
They were not well 
socialized and were a 
little leery of people 
at first, but now Lassie 
loves to play with other 
dogs and loves atten-
tion.

For the first few sec-
onds with a new person, 
Lassie can be a little 
shy but then enjoys 
the meeting. She is a 
talker, and this has en-
deared her to the staff. 
She loves treats and 
toys and is responsive 
to learning.

Lass ie  has  s t r ik -
ing blue eyes, one of 
which is half-blue. She 
is a Catahoula Leopard 
Dog mix. This working 
breed is known for be-
ing protective, playful, 
and affectionate with 
its family. It would 
make a great farm or 
ranch dog.

L a s s i e  h a s  b e e n 
spayed,  vaccinated, 
and microchipped and 
is ready for her forever 
home.

Alpine Animal Ser-
vices can always use 
community participa-
tion. Please consider 
volunteering to walk 
dogs, play with puppies 
in the yard, or interact 
with the cats. Thirty 
minutes of your day can 
make a huge difference 
to the shelter and the 
animals.

Make sure your pets 
are spayed and neutered 
and have their city li-
cense; don’t contribute 
to the overpopulation 
of pets at the shelter 
and dogs running loose 
daily.

Call 432-837-2532 to 
donate, foster, or vol-
unteer for the Alpine 
Humane Society. Sup-
port the Alpine Humane 
Society Thrift Store and 
Cattery with donated 
furnishings, décor, and 
household goods.

Alpine Humane Soci-
ety invites you to join 
us for Dia de los Que-
sos on Sunday, Octo-
ber 27, from 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m. at the Granada 
Theatre. Enter your 
salsa or queso in our 
contest, food by Cow 
Dog, and several musi-
cal acts, including The 
Swifts. We have won-
derful items for our si-
lent auction.

You can also join us 
for Meowy Hour at Al-
cove Social on Tuesday, 
October 29, from 4 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. A percentage 

of the proceeds benefits 
Alpine Humane Soci-
ety.

Pet promotions are 
courtesy of the Alpine 
Humane Society. Al-
pine Animal Services 
handles pet adoptions at 
the city shelter, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., seven days 
a week at 2900 E. Old 
Marathon Highway. 
For information about 
shelter pet adoptions, 
cremation services, or 
lost/found pets, call 
the shelter at 432-837-
9030. If you find a stray 
or injured pet, call the 
Alpine Police Depart-
ment at 432-837-3486 
to dispatch an Animal 
Control Officer.

www.alpine

avalanche.

com

PET OF THE WEEK

Link to online article bigbend.com/fiber-rollout-2024

BBT Secures Significant Grant Awards to Expand Fiber Optic Infrastructure Across Rural West Texas

BBT is proud to announce a series of grant awards aimed at enhancing high-speed internet connectivity across several rural 
communities in West Texas. These awards, totaling over $5.38 million, will allow BBT to expand its fiber optic infrastructure 
to underserved areas, providing scalable internet speeds of 1 gig/gig with an accessible low-cost option of 100/20 Mbps. 
This crucial investment will ensure that more residents and businesses in these regions gain access to the reliable, high-speed 
internet they deserve.

Project Summaries:

Fort Davis Project

Grant Amount: $2,004,599
Locations Served: 220
Details: The Fort Davis project will extend fiber optic infrastructure to 220 locations, offering high-speed internet with scalable 
speeds of 1 gig/gig. A universally available low-cost option of 100/20 Mbps will be provided to ensure all residents and 
businesses have access to affordable internet.

Limpia Crossing Project 

Grant Amount: $1,721,733
Locations Served: 123
Details: This project will serve 123 locations in Limpia Crossing, building out fiber infrastructure that provides speeds of 1 
gig/gig, with a low-cost 100/20 Mbps option available to residents and businesses alike.

Iraan Project 

Grant Amount: $315,981
Locations Served: 99
Details: Iraan will see fiber optic infrastructure brought to 99 locations, providing scalable internet speeds of 1 gig/gig, 
along with a low-cost alternative of 100/20 Mbps for those seeking more affordable options.

Marathon Project

Grant Amount: $235,743
Locations Served: 34
Details: Marathon will benefit from fiber optic expansion to 34 locations, with high-speed internet of 1 gig/gig and a 
100/20 Mbps low-cost option to ensure connectivity for all community members.

Alpine Project 

Grant Amount: $1,108,389
Locations Served: 37
Details: The Alpine project will expand fiber infrastructure to 37 locations, offering reliable internet with 1 gig/gig speeds, as 
well as a 100/20 Mbps low-cost option for universal access.

www.lanche.com
www.aa-intergroup.org
www.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.bigbend.com
www.bigbend.com/fiber-rollout-2024
www.bigbend.com/fiber-rollout-2024
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Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

COCINERO: Beef•Chicken•Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl•Jalapeno and 

Cilantro Soup•Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with 

Onion Jam and Pico de Gallo•Bacon Wrapped 

Asparagus•Tumbleweed Onion Rings with Spicy 

Serrano Ketchup•Alpine Black Bean & Chicken 

Nachos 
---------

CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a 

Kaiser Roll•Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with 

Cream Cheese, Corn and Peppers Carne Asada 

with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas•Chicken Caesar 

Wrap with Hand Cut Fries•Tenderloin Tacos with 

Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce•Grilled Chicken 

Breast topped with Mango Chutney 
---------

SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

(Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup 

Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup 

1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant 
Guide

$6 a week gets you a spot in our 
restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

Single Member District 6 
Dr. Adrian Billings made 
a motion to approve, fol-
lowed by a second from 
Single Member District 2 
Joe Portillo. The motion 
passed unanimously.

The next agenda item 
was also related to the 
playground project. Item 
seven was to consider and 
act upon the adoption of a 
prevailing wage rate scale 
for this project and any 
other projects authorized 
by the board in the 2024-
2025 or 2025-2026 school 
years. The Department 
of Labor specifically set 
the prevailing wage rate 
scale for Brewster Coun-
ty, which was the wage 
scale up for approval by 
the board. Single Member 
District 3 Nikki Ahrens 
motioned to approve the 
prevailing wage rate scale 
as presented, followed by 
a second from Portillo. 
The motion passed unani-
mously.

Agenda item eight was 
the final item discussed 
for approval on the play-
ground project. This item 
was the selection of the 
contractor for construc-
tion services, including 
the possible approval of a 
proposal and/or proposed 
agreement and/or del-
egation of authority to the 
superintendent to negoti-
ate and execute an agree-
ment. The construction 
company proposed for the 
playground project was 
Playgrounds Etc. out of 
Midland. Josh Bartlett and 
David Kitch were on hand 
to discuss the renderings 
shown to the board for the 
diff erent playground struc-
tures for Alpine Elemen-
tary and Alpine Middle 
School. The entire play-
ground project is grant-
funded, and Playgrounds 
Etc. gave an approximate 
completion date of five 
to six months. All play-
ground structures will in-
clude an ADA-compliant 
transfer station and are 
appropriate for the ages of 
the students.

The Pre-K structure, 
which also includes pe-
ripheral music structures 
that sound similar to wind 
chimes, had a projected 
total cost of $120,727.34, 
installed. 

The  k inde rga r t en 
t h r o u g h  2 n d - g r a d e 
playground structures 
had a projected cost of 
$207,721.02. The 3rd-4th 
grade structures projected 
cost was $221,542.40, and 
the 5th-6th grade struc-
tures at the middle school 
included a climbing type 
of structure, as well as 
three tether balls, a blast 
volleyball net system, and 
two soccer goals. This 
had a projected cost of 
$70,898.61. These prices 
are installed, with con-
crete work and borders to 
be bid locally. All elemen-
tary school areas will also 
include swings, and safety 
landings will consist of ar-
tifi cial turf with padding. 
After some brief discus-
sion, Single Member Dis-
trict 5 Haley Babb mo-
tioned to approve agenda 
item eight, followed by 
a second from Portillo. 
The motion passed unani-
mously.

Next on the agenda was 
discussing the Rural Path-
way Excellence Partner-
ship (R-PEP) Program. 
Program Director Dr. 
Yvonne Realivasquez led 
this discussion and is cur-
rently working on the pro-
gram’s fi rst phase, which 
is the planning phase.

Dr. Realivasquez ex-
plained to the board that 
one in fi ve students in the 
state of Texas attend a ru-
ral school and that this 
program, which is a col-
laboration between Alpine 
ISD, Marfa ISD, Marathon 
ISD, Odessa College, and 
Sul Ross State University, 

not only benefi ts these ru-
ral school districts fi nan-
cially but also strengthens 
regional partnerships and 
helps lead students to-
wards a post-secondary or 
workforce pathway before 
and after graduation.

Three R-PEPs are cur-
rently in action across the 
state, and four others, in-
cluding our Big Bend R-
PEP, are in the planning 
stages. Dr. Realivasquez 
visited the Permian Basin 
Innovation Zone R-PEP, 
which is made up of Mc-
Camey, Grandfalls, Roy-
alty, and Crane ISDs, to 
gather more information 
on how this program is 
working for these districts 
and how they are working 
logistically with the dis-
tances between the com-
munities.

Dr.  Rea l iva squez 
showed the board the pro-
jected timeline of what 
steps in the planning 
stages would look like and 
also told them that this 
program was being funded 
by philanthropic organiza-
tions such as the Stillwater 
Foundation and, just re-
cently, the Gates Founda-
tion, which is only funding 
18 districts throughout the 
state.

The board next heard 
from Ellis Mumford-Rus-
sell from Post Oak Pres-
ervation Solutions. She 
explained to the board that 
the City of Alpine’s HOT 
funds had been approved 
for her company to do the 
work to designate Koker-
not Field in the National 
Historic Registry and the 
process by which this 
would occur before the 
historic fi eld would be list-
ed on the registry. Mum-
ford-Russell explained 
that nothing needed to be 
done to be listed on this 
registry, and no special 
maintenance or upkeep 
was required unless the 
district decided to partici-
pate in the various funding 
grant opportunities.

The next item of busi-
ness was the board’s ap-
proval of all three campus 
improvement plans. After 
an overview of the plans, 
Ahrens motioned to ap-
prove them. This was fol-
lowed by a second from 
Portillo, and the motion 
passed unanimously.

The board then accepted 
a donation of $297,500 
from the Permian Basin 
Area Foundation made by 
the Prentice Farrar Brown 
and Alline Ford Brown 
Foundation for the AES 
and AMS playground 
project.

Lastly, during the super-
intendent report, AISD su-
perintendent Dr. Michelle 
Rinehart told the board 
that AISD had applied to 
the Permian Basin Area 
Foundation next grant 
cycle, coordinated an ad-
ditional $100,000 dona-
tion to add the swings 
with the fall-safe material 
for the elementary play-
ground project, coordinat-
ed AISD’s participation in 
TEA’s Special Education 
Funding Pilot Project to 
advance legislation to fund 
special education in Texas 
adequately, and supported 
a career and technology 
education evaluation to 
help maximize current 
CTE off erings and fund-
ing; implementing evalu-
ation recommendations 
to maximize CTE funding 
for AISD.

After Dr. Rinehart’s re-
port, the board recessed 
into executive session at 
7:50 p.m., where they dis-
cussed personnel matters 
and deliberated over the 
Multi-Hazards Emergency 
Operations Plan, based on 
recommendations from 
the AISD Safety and Se-
curity Committee.

The next regular Alpine 
ISD Board of Trustees 
meeting is scheduled for 
November 20 at 5:30 p.m.

BOARD • FROM 1

within the footprint of 
the original structure. 
This new facility will of-
fer a high-quality visitor 
experience and include a 
new dining room, lobby, 
convenience store, re-
strooms, and outdoor 
terrace. Simultaneous-
ly, the network of old 
inefficient water lines, 
storage tanks, hydrants, 
and water treatment sys-
tems will be replaced 
throughout the Chisos 
Basin area, including 
the campground, ho-
tel units, visitor center, 
public restrooms, em-
ployee housing, and his-
toric cottages. More ef-
ficient fixtures will also 
be installed in buildings 
throughout the system, 
including the kitchen, 
motel units, and re-
strooms. A rainwater 
harvesting system has 
been designed to reduce 
the Basin area’s overall 
water demand substan-
tially.

Closure of the Basin 
during demolition and 
construction of the new 
lodge also makes this an 
ideal time to address ad-
ditional improvements 
for visitor access and 
safety. This includes 
upgrades to bring in-
frastructure up to ADA 
(Americans with Dis-

abilities Act) specifi-
cations and efforts to 
streamline and improve 
the overall efficiency 
and appearance of the 
area for the visiting pub-
lic. Planned upgrades 
include expanding the 
restrooms at the visitor 
center, new visitor cen-
ter exhibits and trail-
head kiosks, demolish-
ing the current camper 
store, and providing 
electric vehicle charg-
ing stations in the main 
parking lot. Pathways 
connecting the motel 
units and visitor center 
to the new lodge will be 
reconfigured to provide 
a more cohesive system 
of accessible paths be-
tween all major public 
facilities within the Ba-
sin.

“It is a great time for 
Big Bend to see these 
much-needed infrastruc-
ture and facility im-
provements,” said Park 
Superintendent Anjna 
O’Connor. “We’re excit-
ed to finally begin work 
on a well-engineered fa-
cility that fits the land-
scape and meets high 
standards for energy, 
water, and operational 
efficiency to better serve 
the visitors of today and 
tomorrow.”

GAOA is part of a 
concentrated effort to 
address nationwide de-
ferred maintenance and 

repair needs in national 
parks. Supported by 
revenue from energy de-
velopment, GAOA pro-
vides the NPS with up to 
$1.3 billion per year for 
five years to make sig-
nificant enhancements 
in national parks to en-
sure their preservation 
and provide opportuni-
ties for recreation, edu-
cation, and enjoyment 
for current and future 
visitors.

R e g u l a r  u p d a t e s , 
FAQs, artist renderings, 
photos, and the latest 
status on access to the 
Chisos Basin will be 
posted on Big Bend Na-
tional Park social media 
and at https://go.nps.
gov/chisosbasinfuture. 

 Once construction 
begins, the Chisos Ba-
sin Road will be closed. 
Visitors will not be able 
to access the Chisos 
Basin developed area, 
which includes the store, 
restaurant, lodge, visitor 
center, and campground.

Trails that begin in the 
Chisos Basin (includ-
ing the Lost Mine Trail 
and Window Trail) will 
not be accessible. How-
ever, High Chisos des-
tinations (Emory Peak, 
South Rim, East Rim) 
will still be accessible 
from trails that origi-
nate outside the Chisos 
Basin.

The 30-mile Outer 

Mountain Loop is possi-
ble for the duly prepared 
backpacker outside the 
Chisos Basin, beginning 
at Blue Creek or Juniper 
Canyon. A backcountry 
permit is required for 
this hike. 

With the closure of 
the Basin restaurant, the 
camper stores at Panther 
Junction, Rio Grande 
Vil lage,  and Casto-
lon offer limited food, 
snacks, and drinks. The 
park concessioner, Ara-
mark, is exploring op-
tions for food trucks at 
various park locations. 
There are also a variety 
of restaurants and a gro-
cery store in nearby Ter-
lingua/Study Butte.

Lodging is  avai l -
able in nearby gateway 
communities such as 
Terlingua, Study Butte, 
Lajitas,  Alpine, and 
Marathon. Camping is 
another option.

There are almost lim-
itless opportunities. Big 
Bend National Park re-
mains open year-round 
24/7.  Visitors come 
from around the world 
for desert exploration, 
camping, scenic drives, 
hiking, backpacking, 
b i rdwatch ing ,  r iver 
trips, visiting Boquillas, 
Mexico, and enjoying 
the beauty and history 
of West Texas.
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voice recorders, pairs of 
volunteers travel across 
the ranch to reach eight 
dirt livestock tanks.

Once they arrive at 
their designated loca-
tions, volunteers will 
watch and listen for 
signs of bird life. Their 
goal? Document what 
bird species are using 
dirt livestock tanks in 
the grasslands of the 
Marfa Plateau.

Volunteers document 
what species are pres-
ent and describe how 
the birds use the tanks. 
A pair of observers sur-
veys each tank to dou-
ble the number of eyes 
and ears that can notice 
birds. A simple voice 
recorder allows vol-
unteers to describe the 
action in real-time and 
give detailed accounts 
of what they see. Biolo-
gists at Borderlands Re-
search Institute will use 
this bird survey data to 
understand what birds 
are visiting livestock 
tanks and why different 
tanks attract different 
species of birds.

Observers ready to 
count birds on that 
September  morning 
included Texas Master 
Naturalists,  students 
and faculty from Sul 
Ross State University, 
and other community 
members interested in 
birds and conservation. 
Since the study began 
last year, over 40 vol-
unteers have lent their 
time and expertise to 
the project. Volunteers 
make it possible to sur-
vey many tanks simul-
taneously, which leads 
to a more accurate cen-
sus of the birds at each 
tank.

So far, bird surveys 
have documented over 
50 different bird spe-

cies actively using live-
stock tanks. Some birds 
visit tanks for water, 
while others use dense 
vegetation to shelter or 
search for food. With 
sufficient rainfall, tanks 
can support ducks, from 
the small and charis-
matic bufflehead to the 
shy green-winged teal. 
Tiny migrating birds 
just passing through 
have been seen at the 
tanks, too, from iri-
descent hummingbirds 
feeding on nectar to 
colorful warblers pick-
ing up insects.

There are many ways 
to be involved in bird 
conservat ion.  Other 
bird research projects 
that use volunteer help 
include Christmas Bird 
Coun t s—severa l  o f 
which are hosted with-
in the Trans-Pecos ev-
ery winter—and Nest-
Watch, a citizen science 
program that teaches 
part icipants  how to 
monitor hatching suc-
cess.

To protect the birds 
that migrate through 
the Trans-Pecos, fol-
low the recommenda-
tions of the Lights Out 
movement  and turn 
off any non-essential 
lights during peak mi-
gration in spring and 
fall. Lights Out reduces 
light pollution, saves 
money and energy, and 
protects  birds  from 
window collisions and 
disorientation as they 
migrate through the 
night. Peak migration 
periods in Texas are 
April 22–May 12 and 
September 6– October 
29.

Other opportunities 
to get outside and learn 
about birds in Alpine 
include guided hikes 
on Hancock Hill and 
events like Artwalk and 
Wildlife Day, where 

conservation organiza-
tions often host booths 
and would be happy to 
chat about birds.

Great resources are 
available to learn about 
the birds in your neigh-
borhood. The Merlin 
Bird ID app can iden-
tify birds by sound and 
allow you to view bird 
species likely to be in 
your area. Public da-
tabases like eBird.org 
allow anyone to upload 
bird sightings, allow-
ing researchers to track 
bird population trends 
globally.

Through collabora-
tion and community 
involvement, we can 
learn more about the 
birds around us daily.
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Photos courtesy of the Archives of the Big Bend at the Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library and the Portal of Texas.

October 3, 1918

 Ensign Lloyd Burdick of Texas, 
along with his wife, are instrumental 
as part of the Salvation Army Corps 
at the “front of the front” in France. 
Burdick and his wife are among the 
most popular Salvationists in France 
and previously served in Oklahoma 
City, Lake Charles, LA, Port Arthur, 
Houston, San Antonio, Waco, San 
Angelo, and Dallas before heading 
overseas.

October 3, 1918

Free writing paper, envelopes, 
ink, and pens are furnished to 
soldiers by the Army Y.M.C.A. 
so that they may keep in touch 
with the folks back home.

October 26, 1916

Little Alice Bond is pictured 
atop her dancing horse “Fleet 
Foot,” which is capable of 
representing the dance steps 
of the fox trot and the tango, 
among other fancy steps. She 
and her dancing horse will be 
an attraction this coming Sat-
urday, October 28, at the Al G. 
Barnes Circus.

Dear Neil, I bought 
and planted Byzantine 
glads last fall. They came 
up and bloomed well this 
spring, but then their 
tops died almost imme-
diately. I assume that’s 
normal, but I’m rework-
ing that part of my pe-
rennial garden, and if 
they don’t come back, 
I’d like to plant some-
thing else.

They will come back! 
That assumes nothing bad 
happened to them over the 
summer. Byzantine glads 
are a treasured heirloom 
perennial you’ll see in 
older neighborhoods and 
in landscapes of savvy gar-
deners like you. We have 
lived in a rural area for al-
most 50 years. Neighbors 
across the county road had 
a clump of them in their 
rundown landscape when 
we arrived. They never 
did anything to nurture 
them, and they survived 
for 30 years. They moved 
away and left everything 
to tumble down 20 years 
ago, and the Byzantine 
glads still persist and 
bloom every spring. For 

anyone who doesn’t know 
them, this plant has lovely 
magenta fl owers on spikes 
that are half the size of fl o-
rist gladiolas, except these 
glads don’t have to be dug 
and stored every winter. If 
only we could have more 
plants like them.

Dear Neil, when should 
I prune my Nellie R. Ste-
vens holly? How much 
can I trim it?

The best time to trim 
and reshape any evergreen 
shrub is late winter, a few 
weeks before the burst 
of spring growth. That’s 
especially important if 
you’re planning on doing 
any major pruning and 

reshaping, for example, 
converting a shrub-form 
plant into one with more 
of a tree-like growth habit. 
Sometimes, people don’t 
realize how large Nel-
lie R. Stevens hollies can 
grow (15 to 20 ft. tall and 
12 or 14 ft. wide). They 
plant them where a Wil-
lowleaf holly or even a 
dwarf Burford holly might 
have been a better choice. 
If you’re trying to reduce 
the size of a Nellie R. Ste-
vens, do so in late winter 
using lopping shears and 
a small pruning saw to 
remove branches one at a 
time so that you can con-
ceal each cut stem with 
foliage you leave in place. 
However, suppose you 
find that the regrowth in 
the spring takes the plant 
back beyond the space 
you have available for it. 
In that case, you may need 
to consider moving it to a 
place with more room and 
replacing it with a smaller 
variety.

Dear Neil: Will wild 
honeysuckle climbing 
into trees kill them?

It could. First, it will 
form dense canopies over 
the tops of the trees and 
cast heavy shade onto 
their foliage. It’s semi-
evergreen, so its leaves 
could also become coat-
ed in ice during a winter 
storm. That could add 
weight to weak branch-
es, thereby causing them 
to break. Most impor-
tantly, however, its twin-
ing stems often encircle 
and wrap the trunks and 
branches of the trees. It 
constricts much like a 
python or boa constric-
tor. Sugars manufactured 
in the leaves are then sent 
down the trunks to the 
roots and become trapped 
above the constriction. 
It causes an overgrowth 
where it binds the trunk, 
and the conducting tis-
sues fail to function. We 
must clip the honeysuck-
le’s stems before that can 
happen.

Have a question you’d 
like Neil to consider? E-
mail him at mailbag@
sperrygardens.com. Neil 
regrets that he cannot reply 
to questions individually.

Byzantine gladiolus are especially hardy

by neil sperry
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  fancy word for

      “satisfy an appetite”

  5  clothed

  6  “could hear _  ___

      drop” (quiet)

  7  this Cockrell served

      four terms as mayor

      of San Antonio

  8  TX Ross Perot fi rst

      naval rank (abbr.)

  9  several surgeries

      today are assisted

      by _______ devices

16  mo. in which State

      Fair of Texas begins

18  TXism: “could put a

      loop ____  _  ____

      on a mule’s back”

      (good roper)

21  “Big Jim” Hogg’s

      daughter (init.)

22  “on an ____ keel”

23  Mineola High class

24  many Texas state

      parks have these

      for rent

30  kidney disease

34  TX Rayburn nick-

      name: “__ Sam”

35  noted Comanche

      medicine man

36  unit of Dallas-based

      Greyhound (2 wds.)

37  Texas-born Forest

      Whitaker was in

      “_____ 3”

39  nocturnal insects

      found in moist areas

      in buildings

43  TXism: “loud as 

      boot heels on _ 

      ____ fl oor”

44  Astro: major ______

  1  TXism: “fi ts like

      ______ on a fi sh”

  2  home of Sul Ross

      State University

  3  nosedive

  4  seat of Jackson

      County

  9   “Crying” singer

      from Texas (init.)

10  9-down spent a lot

      of time performing

      ________

11  UT live mascot

12  rocks containing

      valuable minerals

45  TXism: “chompin’ __

      the bit” (impatient)

46  these could be Roths

47  TX Buck Owens’ “Ive Got

      a Tiger By ___  ____”

49  Hispanic surname

52  TXism: “___ buster”

      (farmer)

53  state nurses org.

54  this Paul and TX Farrah

      fi lm: “The Burning Bed”

55  forbidden by law

58  house

      coverings

59  TXism: “___ big

      for his britches”

60  “bear” in Mexico

61  Guadalupe is a

      spring-___ river
13  TX Tanya’s

      fi rst child: Presley

      ______ Tucker

14  TXism: “treat __

      with kid gloves”

15  TX George H.W. 

      was a short time

      director of this agcy.

17  TXism: “he took

      everything but ___ 

      ___  __ my lungs”

      (robbed)

19  broadcasters use

      12 to 20 of these to

      televise a NFL game

20  county west of 

      DeWitt County

24  101 in ancient Rome

25  biblical donkey

26  TXism: “jump

      ____” (escape)

27  leaky boat: __ 

      ____ in water  

28  largest tribe, most

      spell with a “j”  

29  Santa Anna did it

      to the Alamo  

31  network for KERA-

      TV or KUHT-TV

32  response question

33  in Uvalde County

      on U.S. 90

38  24-_____ gold

40  track made in a

      dirt road

41  big achievement

42  old bread, e.g. 

      (2 wds.)

48  lion’s den, e.g.

50  cowboys might

      have bow ____

51  fi rst name of

      21-across

56  TXism: “a ___  __”

      (many)

57  “_____ as a goose”
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October 18, 1917

Pictured are soldiers 
in the Verdun Sector of 
France, repairing a ru-
ined canal.
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The athletic train-
ers for Alpine High 
School’s sports teams 
are more than just the 
people taping ankles or 
handing out water bot-
tles; they’re the back-
bone of player safety 
and performance.

MacKenzie Sanchez, 
Danica Baeza, Roxanna 
Rodriguez, Jenna Vega, 
and Toni Ybarra serve 
as the school’s dedi-
cated athletic trainers, 
working under the guid-
ance of Head Athletic 
Trainer Lori Santry.

Together, they en-
sure that every athlete 
is ready for game time, 
healthy, and protected 
from further injury.

When asked why she 
wanted to be an athletic 
trainer, Sanchez said it’s 
a mix of everything the 
opportunity off ers.

“I was always inter-
ested in watching the 
games on Friday,” she 
said. “The most reward-
ing part is making sure 
everyone is okay.”

Vega agreed that be-
ing under the Friday 
Night Lights and in the 
middle of the action is 
an important draw for 
her as an athletic train-
er.

For Danica Baeza, be-
ing an athletic trainer is 
in her blood.

“My mom and sister 
were athletic trainers,” 
she said, carrying on the 
family tradition as she 
watched the fi eld for a 
player in need of care, 
always ready to jump 
into action.

Each of the young 
women takes on a va-
riety of critical tasks, 
from preventative care 

like taping wrists and 
ankles to providing hy-
dration and managing 
injuries.

They are there for 
practices and games, the 
first on the scene and 
often the last to leave, 
always watching for any 
sign of injury.

“The experience of 
wrapping and taking 
care of others is impor-
tant to me,” said Ro-
driguez. “And just the 
games in general.”

She smiles and adds 
that  get t ing out  of 
school early on Fridays 
makes the job that much 
more rewarding.

E v e r y o n e  a g r e e s 
wrapping is the most 
challenging aspect of 
being a trainer because 
there are so many diff er-
ent types of wraps.

“Learning how to 
wrap everybody and 
prepare things,” said 
Ybarra. “That and the 
friendships with every-
body.”

Baeza, Vega, and Ro-
driguez are also stu-
dent-athletes, juggling 
their duties as athletic 

trainers with academics 

and the sports they love.

The work of these 

young women is piv-

otal, not only because 

of their technical skills 

but also because of the 

support they provide 

the Alpine High School 

student-athletes who 

play football, baseball, 

and basketball.

Athletic trainers also 

handle the behind-the-

scenes work, ensur-

ing clean and sanitary 

equipment and helping 

with rehabilitation if 

players get injured.

“They’re good at what 

they do,” said Santry. 

“I’m lucky to have 

them. They put in a lot 

of hours, more than the 

boys. They are the fi rst 

to practice and the last 

to leave usually.”

Some may not notice 

their commitment to the 

health and well-being of 

Alpine’s athletes, but to 

the players and coaches, 

they are indispensable.
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• COLD PRESS

• SMALL BATCH

• SMOOTHIES

• BOWLS

• JUICES

208 West Holland Avenue • Alpine •  Texas 79830 • (432) 386-0759

Monday-Saturday 7-6 • Sunday 10-4
Stop in or order online today!

JUICE BAR

Fightin’ Bucks athletic trainers Danica Baeza, 
Jenna Vega, MacKenzie Sanchez, Roxanna Ro-
driguez, and Toni Ybarra keep athletes in tip-
top shape.

WE AREWWEEE AAARRREEE
HIRINGHHHIIIRRRIIINNNGGG

SATURDAYSSSASASASS TATATAAAAA UUURRRDDDADADADDD YYAYAAAAAAA
NOVEMBER 9, 2024NNNOOOVOVOVOO EEEMMMBBBEEERRR 999,,, 222000222444

OPEN POSITIONS

Join Our Team Now !!!

City of Alpine

Walk - In Interviews

Alpine Civic Center

From 9:00am to 2:00pm

Police Officers

Telecommunications Public Works - Street

Department

For More Information visit www.cityofalpine.com/employment

Utility Worker - Water Administrative Receptionist

Utility Worker - Gas

Permit Technician
Kennel Worker - Part Time

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

HATFIELD CASONHATFIELD CASON

District Champion - Boy’s Cross Country & 

Regional Qualifier The ultimate competitor 

and leader. His work ethic is 2nd to none.

Champions of care: The young 

women keeping Alpine athletes safe

BY KERRY LAIRD
Sports Editor

Fightin’ Buck 
and Lady Buck 

Sports Schedule

LADY BUCK 

VOLLEYBALL 

OCT. 25 

ALPINE VS ANTHONY*

V @ 5 P.M. CST

V @ 6 P.M. CST

OCT. 31-NOV. 1

IMMANUEL CHRISTIAN

 VS ALPINE  TBA

FIGHTIN’ BUCK

FOOTBALL

OCT. 25 

ALPINE VS ANTHONY* 

V @ 7 P.M. CST

OCT. 31

 ALPINE VS CRANE 

JV @ 6 P.M.

NOV. 1 

CRANE VS ALPINE*  

 @ 7 P.M.

*DENOTES DISTRICT GAMES

Homecoming night at 
Jackson Field turned into a 
historic aff air as the Sul Ross 
State Lobos secured their 
fi rst Lone Star Conference 
win and their fi rst-ever vic-
tory over a Division II op-
ponent, defeating the West-
ern New Mexico Mustangs 
34-20.

The win broke a 13-game 
losing streak to the Mus-
tangs, dating back to 1987, 
and brought the coveted 
Golden Tumbleweed Tro-
phy back to Alpine for the 
fi rst time in over three de-
cades.

“I am really happy for our 
team, and I am really proud 
of our guys to accomplish 
the things we set out to do,” 
said Head Coach Barry De-
rickson. “We were able to 
fi nally hit multiple diff er-
ent milestones and keep our 
program standards and tradi-
tions with the homecoming 
win.”

It was a night fi lled with 
drama, heart and a few early 
missteps for the Lobos, but 
they fought back with Lobo 
grit. Sul Ross State’s early 
struggles began with a failed 
fake fi eld goal, leading to a 
23-yard fi eld goal by West-
ern New Mexico. A botched 
snap later allowed the Mus-
tangs to score again, extend-
ing their lead to 10-0.

But the Lobos’ defense 
refused to let the game slip 
away. Quincy Blair forced 
a critical fumble that was 
recovered by Brayden Du-
rocher, and Sul Ross State’s 
special teams kept the Mus-
tangs within striking dis-
tance when McLain Garrett 
IV blocked a punt on a cru-
cial fourth-and-three play.

With the defense standing 
tall, Sul Ross State’s off ense 
found its rhythm late in the 
second quarter. Quarterback 
Andrew Martinez connected 
with Austin Ogunmakin on 
a 50-yard bomb that set up 
a fi ve-yard touchdown run 
by Jordan Morales with just 
57 seconds left in the half, 
cutting the lead to 10-7. The 
Lobo defense wasn’t done, 
though, as Brendon Martin 
snagged an interception to 
stop the Mustangs’ momen-
tum going into halftime.

After the break, Sul Ross 
State came out swinging. 

Martinez led the offense 
on a scoring drive, cap-
ping it off  with a four-yard 
touchdown pass to Vicente 
Luevano to give the Lobos 
their fi rst lead of the night, 
14-10. The small toss may 
have seemed routine, but it 
was a monumental moment 
for Luevano, who made his-
tory as the school’s all-time 
leader in receiving touch-
downs.

“My football staff was 
able to make some great 
halftime adjustments that 
enabled us to overcome a 
rough fi rst half,” said Coach 
Derickson. “It really was a 
team eff ort to accomplish 
this, as it was a very impor-
tant part of making sure our 
guys were able to play to the 
best of their ability.

“Off ensively, we turned 
up in the second half. An-
drew Martinez and Austin 
Ogunmakin led the way in 
the passing game.”

Western New Mexico 
added a late touchdown 
with just under two minutes 
to play, but it was too little, 
too late. The Lobos’ defense, 
which recorded three sacks, 
fi ve pass breakups, and eight 
tackles for loss, held the line, 
and the Lobos celebrated a 
long-awaited victory over 
their old rivals.

Martinez was the Lobos’ 
off ensive leader, complet-
ing 19 of 31 passes for 222 
yards and two touchdowns. 
He also ran for a touchdown, 
showcasing his versatility. 
His performance marked his 
fi fth game of the season with 
two or more passing touch-
downs, bringing his total to 

12 for the year, along with 
1,343 passing yards. Marti-
nez currently ranks second 
in the Lone Star Conference 
in both passing touchdowns 
and passing yards.

On the receiving end, 
Luevano made history with 
his 28th career receiving 
touchdown, surpassing the 
previous school record of 
27 set by A.C. Hood (1997-
2000). His touchdown also 
cemented his legacy as the 
single-season record holder 
for receiving touchdowns 
at Sul Ross State, with 12 
scores on the year.

Ogunmakin was equally 
impressive, tallying 10 
catches for 167 yards, in-
cluding a touchdown.

Morales added 66 rush-
ing yards and a score on 14 
carries, while Blair led the 
defensive charge with 10 
tackles, a forced fumble, an 
interception, and a game-
clinching pick-six.

Defensively, Jonathan 
Fuamatu and Tamirr Bull-
ock each contributed seven 
tackles, with Fuamatu re-
cording a sack and 1.5 tack-
les for loss. Dayln Dunbar 
chipped in with two tackles 
for a loss and a sack.

This victory snapped a 
long losing streak to West-
ern New Mexico. It marked 
a resurgence in Sul Ross 
State’s recent homecoming 
performances.

The Lobos are now 8-5 
in homecoming games 
since 2011 and have won 
their last three homecoming 
matchups. After this victory, 
the Lobos improved to 2-5 
overall and 1-4 in Lone Star 
Conference play.

As the fi nal whistle blew 
and the Golden Tumble-
weed trophy was hoisted 
high, the Lobos celebrated 
more than just a win—they 
celebrated the resurgence of 
a program ready to make its 
mark in the Lone Star Con-
ference.

“We can build off  of this 
win by removing the mon-
key off our back with the 
LSC win,” said Coach Der-
ickson. “There shouldn’t be 
any questions about ‘if’ now 
because it’s happened. We 
can now start playing faster 
and freer with that mentality.”

The Lobos next face An-
gelo State in San Angelo at 
LeGrand Stadium this Satur-
day at 6 p.m.

Sul Ross claims historic victory, 
brings home Golden Tumbleweed

BY KERRY LAIRD
Sports Editor

Sul Ross Lobos head 
coach Barry Derickson 
hollers instructions at 
his players last Satur-
day in the Lobos home-
coming game win over 
Western New Mexico.

Photo courtesy of Sul Ross 
Sports

www.cityofalpine.com/employment


 

The Lobo men recently 
got back in the groove on the 
pitch, winning against West 
Texas A&M and Lubbock 
Christian, which improved 
their standings on the season 
and in conference play.

Before their win against 
the Buff alos, Sul Ross had 
not celebrated a single goal 
in 21 days. 

Despite losses to Way-
land Baptist, Eastern New 
Mexico, Oklahoma Chris-
tian, and Dallas Baptist, the 
Lobos squad has still set the 
program’s record for over-
all wins in a season. Their 
win over West Texas A&M 
secured their fi rst Lone Star 
Conference victory.

On October 12, the Lo-
bos began the game against 
the Buffalos with a score-
less fi rst half, with the Buff s 
holding them to just two 
shots on goal.

The Lobos were able to 
capitalize on a play from 
Zachary Trimming with an 
assist from Lewis Coates 
in the 50th minute of the 
second half. Three minutes 
later, Trimming would fi nd 
the back of the goal again, 
adding the point that would 
secure the win for the Lobos 
with an assist from Jesus 
Duque.

Sul Ross next took the 
pitch against Lubbock Chris-
tian last Wednesday. Carlos 
Gonzalez would knock in a 
goal in the 72nd minute of 
the fi rst half, placing the Lo-
bos on the board fi rst. Short-
ly after that, Coates, with an 
assist from Trimming, would 
add another goal on the net, 

putting Sul Ross up 2-0.
Lubbock Christian would 

cut the defi cit by one in the 
86th minute with their only 
goal in the contest.

Sul Ross followed up 
in the 89th minute with an 
insurance goal from Trim-
ming, taking the win 3-1.

This past Saturday, the 
Lobos took on the Mustangs 
from Midwestern State. The 
Mustangs came out kicking, 
with eight shots in the fi rst 
half of the game. The Lo-
bos goalie, Benjamin Alves, 
racked up four saves, allow-
ing them to enter the second 
half with no scores against 
them.

Midwestern would change 
that in the 64th minute of the 

second half with a goal from 

the Mustang’s Samuele Mu-

roni off assists by Cooper 

Tea and Mere Escobar.

Muroni would score again 

for the Mustangs with an as-

sist by Jaime Villagomez in 

the 66th minute, allowing 

Midwestern to defeat the 

Lobos 2-0.

The loss to Midwestern 

leaves the Lobos at 6-6 on 

the season and 2-3 in confer-

ence play before their match-

up against St. Mary’s yester-

day in San Antonio. Next 

up for the Lobos is another 

shot at the Greyhounds of 

Eastern New Mexico set for 

3:30 p.m. this Saturday at the 

Lobo soccer fi eld.

BY TRISTIAN BARRAGAN
Contributor
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The Alpine Lady 
Bucks volleyball team 
continued their domi-
nance in district play 
with a resounding 3-0 
victory over the Tor-
nillo Coyotes on Friday 
night. Playing in front of 
a home crowd for Parent 
Night, the Lady Bucks 
showcased why they re-
main undefeated in dis-
trict play, pushing their 
district record to an im-
pressive 6-0.

The varsity squad wast-
ed no time asserting their 
control, winning each set 
by a wide margin. The 
Lady Bucks took the fi rst 
set 25-8, followed by an 
even more lopsided 25-6 
in the second, and closed 
out the match with a 
commanding 25-9 third-
set win. The 3-0 sweep 
continues Alpine’s un-
beaten streak in district 
matchups, further solidi-
fying their place atop the 
standings.

With a stellar 44.4% 
hitting percentage, the 
Lady Bucks were nearly 
unstoppable at the net. 
This marked a signifi cant 
improvement from ear-
lier in the season when 
their hitting percentage 
hovered around 14%. 
Over the last fi ve games, 
Alpine has averaged an 
impressive 39%, proving 
that their off ense is fi ring 

on all cylinders as they 
head into the fi nal stretch 
of district competition.

Head Coach Adrian 
Smith praised the team’s 
performance, noting that 
their hard work and de-
termination have pro-
pelled them to their cur-
rent success. “The girls 
are playing with great 
confidence and focus,” 
Smith said. “Our defense 
is strong, and we’re being 
efficient on the attack. 
It’s exciting to see every-
thing come together.”

The Lady Bucks’ over-
all record now stands at 
18-18, having overcome 
early-season challenges 
with a surge in district 
play. Meanwhile, Tornil-
lo’s loss drops their re-
cord to 2-9 as their strug-
gles on the road continue. 
This extends a 12-game 
road losing streak dating 
back to last season.

The freshman and ju-
nior varsity squads also 

had a strong showing 

against Tornillo. The JV 

team triumphed in a tight 

three-set battle, winning 

25-18, 23-25, 25-3. The 

freshman team added an-

other victory to their sea-

son tally, continuing the 

program’s success across 

all levels.

Looking ahead, the 

Lady Bucks are prepar-

ing for their next match-

up against district rival 

Presidio. The teams will 

face off  on Tuesday, Oc-

tober 22, with games 

scheduled for 4:30 p.m. 

(freshman), 5:30 p.m. 

(JV), and 6:30 p.m. (var-

sity) in Presidio.

With the momentum of 

six straight district wins 

and their eyes on secur-

ing the top spot, the Lady 

Bucks are poised to con-

tinue their stellar run.

Lady Bucks dominate Tornillo Coyotes

Alpine recently celebrated their Lady Buck vol-
leyball players with a ceremony at the AHS gym.

Courtesy photo

Sul Ross’ Daniel Quickenden defi es gravity during 
the Lobos match-up against Midwestern State last 
Saturday.

Photo courtesy of Sul Ross Sports

 Lobos sitting 2-3 in conference play

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

XC heads to Regionals

The AHS Runnin’ Bucks cross-country team headed to Lubbock on Mon-
day to compete at the regional competition. The team was all smiles as they 
prepared to head north to put their running prowess to the test.

Courtesy photo

www.bigbendhealth.org


 

Mobile homes 
and spaces. Close 
to Sul Ross Uni-
versity. Frontier 
Mobile Home 
Village. 1102 N. 
9th St. trailer #35 
Alpine. Call 432-
837-2736 

FOR RENT/LEASE 

New 3 bedroom, 
2 bath 1400 
square foot home. 
Close to high 
school. Larage 
open fl oor plan. 
Master bedroom 
has walk in closet, 
bath + shower. 
Washer dryer 
included. $1600/
month. Call 432-
837-0990

2/2 with home 
offi  ce. Central 
air/heat; all ap-
pliances; w/d; 
landscaped yard. 
Tenant pays utili-

ties. No smoking, 
no pets. $1500 
mo. Deposit 
$600. Available 
now. Shown by 
appointment. 
bigbendwoman@
gmail.com 11/7

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539 

Casita – one 
bedroom, central 
Alpine; furnished, 
fi replace, private 
garden, covered 
parking, laundry. 
Bills paid except 
for electric. No 
smokers, pets. 
Suitable for one 
adult. $1150 
monthly plus 
deposit of $600. 
6 mo. Lease 
minimum. Avail-
able now. Contact 
bigbendwoman@
gmail.com 

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fi ll the night 
audit. Excellent 
pay and benefi ts. 
Please apply in 
person at 2607 
West Highway 90.

Action Heating 
and cooling is 
busy and looking 
for service tech. 
Starting pay $18 
to $20 based on 
skill. Vacation and 
sick leave. Call 
432-386-0275 for 
information. 

WANT TO BUY

I buy cast iron 
skillets please text 
or call 512-963-
7533. 

GARAGE SALE

Storage Shed Sale 
– Lobo Mini Stor-
age #127 storage 

shed sale start at 
9:00 am Sat. 29th.

Artist and Musi-

cian Estate Sale

This is a one-
day sale only. 
It includes art 
supplies, tools, 
kitchen items, 
luggage and a 
few amazing 
pieces of furni-
ture, including 
an Architectural 
desk and amaz-
ing antique Roll 
Top desk in great 
shape. Saturday 
October 26th - 
Stop by between 
7:30AM and 12PM 
only. 202 Heil Rd 
Alpine TX 79830

October 26th, 
8-??, 1308 N. 7th 
Street. Assort-
ment of sport 
equipment, tools, 
and home goods.
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Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your ad the first 

day of publication. We are only responsible 

for the first incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-

lisher’s liability for damages resulting from 

errors in any advertising that it has agreed to 

publish shall be limited to the amount actu-

ally received by the publisher in consideration 

for its agreement to publish the advertisement 

in question. It shall not be responsible for any 

consequential damages suffered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due in the office 

by 12:00 (noon) on Tuesday.

HOURS- You may place your ad in person 

at 704 E. Holland, Alpine, TX 79830 from 8 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. Call 432-837-3334.

CANCELLATIONS - All ads may be can-

celled for the next publication until 12:00 

(noon) on the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - The publisher wants to do 

everything that is possible within the confines 

of good taste and legal constraints to help 

you advertise your product or service to the 

best advantage. We reserve the right to edit 

or reject any copy or insertion that does not 

meet our standards of acceptance. The Alpine 

Avalanche does not run ads for anyone whose 

balance on previous ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classified Ads must be paid 

in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classified Ads to the 

Alpine Avalanche by email at shelley.maroney

@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED

FOR RENT/LEASE GARAGE SALEMOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

HELP WANTED 

Advertising
really

works!
Call for
details!

432.837
3334

or visit us
online at
www.
alpine
avala
nche
.com

Community 

Forward
Trusted since 1891

Locally owned

 704 E Holland Ave, Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

LOOKING
for Full time or part time work?

WE CAN HELP!
We are currently looking to hire MORNING SHIFTS.

6am-2pm or 8am-5pm & 5pm-1am

We can accommodate any schedule you have

• Starting pay - $12.50 per hour

• Closing pay$13.50 per hour

• 5% weekend differential

• Benefits- Health and 401K matching

• Overtime Available 

• Paid Vacation

• College Assistance 

• Flexible schedule

• Uniform provided

• Discounts on meals

Text “mcdworksforme” to 36453
Mcdonalds.com/careers

900 E. Avenue E Alpine Texas

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812
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 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, 

 Alpine Location 

Now Hiring

Southwest Realty Investors

FOR RENT

Call 432-207-2810
432-249-0293

Large spacious living & dining rooms
Full Kitchens with all appliances

Large laundry rooms with washer & dryer 
connections

Minimum One Year Lease
Some Pets Allowed

407 E Lockhart
One, two & three 

bedrooms for Rent

NOTICE

APPLICATION HAS BEEN 

MADE WITH THE TEXAS 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

COMMISSION FOR 

A WINE AND BEER 

RETAILER’S PERMIT 

(BG) BY START LOCAL, 

LLC, DBA BREWS & 

HUES, A PROTECTED 

SERIES OF START 

LOCAL, LLC, TO BE 

LOCATED AT 215 E 

HOLLAND AVE, ALPINE, 

BREWSTER COUNTY, 

TEXAS. OFFICER OF 

SAID CORPORATION 

IS BENJAMIN GARCIA, 

OWNER/MANAGER.

Looking for a career, Village Farms is Hiring! 

Regional Compliance Manager 
(Marfa/Fort Davis) 

This position will supervise, train and help regulate 
our Food Safety and Regulatory programs in our 

Marfa and Fort Davis facilities. 

Requirements: 
• Conduct/Manage Food Safety audits 

• Conduct/Manage tests on surfaces,   
   product, packaging, etc. 

• Conduct training with supervisors and    
   employees on policies 

This position is generally M-F 8-5  
Must have some managerial/supervisory experience  
Ability to organize and prioritize to meet deadlines 

 
Bilingual in English/Spanish required  

Bachelor’s degree or higher preferred (can be 
replaced for experience)  

Reliable Transportation

Please send resumes to:  

ebaeza@villagefarms.com 

Or call 432-729-3071 Ext. 607 

to inquire

✰✰✰✰✰ ✰✰✰✰✰

www.gmail.com
www.gmail.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.mcdonalds.com/careers
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org


 

Pastor Reidling Coleman

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

JESUS

For

President

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133
Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas
www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.
432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280
Pastor Stephen White

 Latter-Day Saints
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego
Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449
Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St
http://bigbenduu.org 

MESSIANIC
Hebraic Roots Aviv Fellowship 

Shabbat 12 Noon Saturday 
Chaplain’s Garvin & Stephanie Shiflet 
51160 TX-118 South, (432) 371-2999

HebraicRootsAvivFellowship.org

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822
Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL
Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday
1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 
Laura Belkin, 729-3063 
6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH
Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AIThis Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

FORT DAVIS  |  ALPINE  |  PRESIDIO

WWW.MAVERICK.BANK  |  (432) 837-1888

Congregation B’nai Zion El Paso, an independent congregation following 
Conservative movement practices, is pleased to announce outreach to
individuals in the Big Bend interested in Jewish experience Judaism. 

Services are available in person or live stream. 
Interested persons may contact our local representative at

(432) 664-8619 or visit our website congregationbnaizion.org 

Isaiah 

40: 13-15

Isaiah 58:12 New Living Translation 
Some of you will rebuild the deserted ruins of your 

cities.  Then, you will be known as a rebuilder of walls 
and a restorer of homes. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 New International Version
if my people, who are called by my name, will hum-

ble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 
and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

Matthew 5:13-16 King James Version  
 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt has lost 

his savior, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thence-
forth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be 
trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the 
world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Neither do men light a candle and put it under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick, and it giveth light unto 
all that are in the house. Let your light shine before 
men so that they may see your good works and glo-
rify your Father, who is in heaven. 

Throughout the Scriptures, God has used men and 
women to infl uence various aspects of governance to 
be enlightening for Him in the world. From Joseph to 
Moses, Debra, Daniel, Esther, and even Jesus and Paul 
in the New Testament, God used His people to aff ect 
the government of their day for His divine purposes.  

Today is no different. The church is God’s voice, 
hands, and feet as a collective force for good in the 
world and the United States, and this force does not 
end where government begins. God’s people are to go 
into all the world, not just areas where it is considered 
politically correct. This is the mission of the church. 

The church gets its values from God’s Word.  God’s 
Word instructs His people with concepts that promote 
a life of peace and prosperity.  Ten Biblical Founda-
tions to consider when you vote this November 5 are 
listed below:  

• Uphold the sanctity of life 
• Defend religious liberty 
• Ensure border security, combat human traffi  ck-

ing, and defeat drug cartel 
• Support Israel 
• Promote safe communities 
• Foster economic stability 
• Guarantee election integrity 
• Preserve girls’ sports, safeguard children from 

transgender ideology, and champion God’s design
• Protect parental rights in education 
Please consider these Biblical Foundations when 

you voice your values at your designated voting poll. 
Please check to see if you are registered to vote in your 
county by calling or visiting your county or going on-
line to votetx.gov OR voteTexas.gov. 

JESUS IS LORD! 
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BY PASTOR MARK WILLIAMS
Grace Christian Fellowship

Building a Godly city and nation

In what activities did you 
participate in high school?

Who was your favorite 
teacher/coach, and why?

What was your favorite 
moment in the last four 
years?

What are your plans after 
high school?

SE
NIO

R

Spot
ligh

t

Sponsored bySSS ddd bbb

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Roxell AdamsRoxell Adams

Borderlands Research Institute’s research assis-
tant Asia Cornelius was awarded the Don Pendle-
ton Memorial Graduate Oral Presentation Award 
for the graduate research presentation that scores 
the highest among those accepted each year at the 
Texas Section Society for Range Management con-
ference. Her presentation was entitled “Exploring 
Mycorrhizal Dynamics: A Comparative Analysis 
of Rotational vs. Continuous Grazing Systems.” 
Cornelius is pictured with TSSRM President Dr. 
Humberto Perotto.

Research assistant wins 

scholarship award

The AHS freshman Lady 
Bucks volleyball team 
took the District 4-3A 
championship title with 
an undefeated record of 
7-0 this season.

Courtesy photo

Freshman volleyball takes District title

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.maverick.bank
www.votetx.gov
www.votetexas.gov
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.avivfellowship.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
www.congregationbnaizion.org
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating 

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

RYAN KINKADE

432-386-3296

P.O. BOX 1934

ALPINE, TX 79831

432-837-7179

BIGBENDCONCRETE@GMAIL.COM

CONCRETE

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BAIL BONDS

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

Family Owned & Operated

Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. 

Alpine • 432-837-7275

Towing Available • Estimates

Family Owned

Served Alpine Since 1995 •

WINDSHIELD AND AUTOMOTIVE CALIBRATION

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL

432-837-3334 OR 432-336-2281

BODY SHOP

DRY CLEANING

CLOCK REPAIR

Vacation or Staycation

Come Stay With Us!

403 N 8th St.‚ Alpine‚ TX | (432) 538-7032

www.alpinetxbnb.com | innkeeper@alpinetxbnb.com

BNB

FreedomFreedom
Bail BondsBail Bonds

FORT STOCKTONFORT STOCKTON

 Lauren O' Reilly- AGENT Lauren O' Reilly- AGENT

432-336-6670432-336-6670

ALPINEALPINE

David "Wacky" Pallanez- AGENTDavid "Wacky" Pallanez- AGENT

432-837-3293432-837-3293

24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards Accepted24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards Accepted

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

PCMH Clinics 
(432) 336-2291 (432) 336-2291 

or (432) 336-2058 

or (432) 336-0700or (432) 336-0700 

Family Care Center Walk-In Clinic 
(432) 336-4544 (432) 336-4544

HEALTH

1107 W. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-299-1323

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.alpinetxbnb.com
www.alpinepubliclibrary.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

TREATING TREATING 

YOURSELF YOURSELF 

TO NEW TO NEW 

CLIENTS?CLIENTS?

WE WE 

HAVEHAVE

YOU YOU 

COVERED!COVERED!

TRUCKING

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

PLUMBING

TIRES

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

432-336-3314
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

CAR RENTAL

To advertise your

business 

call 

 432-837-3334 or 

432-336-2281

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

We are local!
Now off ering 24-hour emergency services

Drain Unstops | Leak Detections
Sewer Camera Inspections | and More!

432-290-8511

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

REAL ESTATE

LIQUOR

704 W Holland Ave | Alpine, TX

(432) 837-7479

Drive Thru

Angela Miles,
Realtor

804 N. Main | Fort Stockton

432-290-8038
akmilesrealtor@yahoo.com

Let my years of experience work for you.

 Residential  Commercial  Ranch

�������	
�����
�	�����
��
����

SEPTIC SERVICES

MAC
 SEPTIC PORTA POTTIES

Rick McIvor
Owner/ Operator
325-812-5541

RickMcivor7@gmail.com
P.O. Box 640

 Fort Davis, TX 79734

ROOFING

ROOFING KING
Quality Construction

Honest Service

Free Estimate
10+ Years Experience

Odessa - Midland
And Surrounding Areas

Nathaniel Olveda

(806) 346-3708
RoofingKing8@gmail.com

ONLINE BOOKING| FAST & EASY| INSURANCE

432.244.4454

222 W DICKINSON BLVD | FORT STOCKTON

WWW.SMALLTOWNCARRENTAL.COM

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.west.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestem.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.drillingbigbend.com
www.smalltowncarrental.com


 

As George Costan-
za commented in the 
Seinfeld episode of 
‘Soup Nazi,’ “I have to 
focus; I’m shifting into 
soup mode.” For many, 
that’s precisely what 
cooler  temperatures 
signal to our brains: 
cooler weather equals 
bubbly pots of hot, de-
licious soup.

Luckily for us, there 
is no shortage of soup 
types that can be made.

If your tastes run to 
heartier fare, stews, 
which some may not 
cons ider  an  ac tua l 
soup, can be a very 
filling option for your 
table. Tender meat in 
a hearty broth, along 
with tender carrots and 
yummy potatoes, can 
really hit the spot after 
a long day.

Creamy potato or 
squash soups are also 
good choices. We all 
try to please ourselves 
by hitting that comfort 
food button.

Some soups use the 
entire garden and add 
a little pasta along the 
way, such as pasta fagi-

oli or a chicken tortel-
lini soup with kale or 
other greens.

The beauty of soup 
is that it often incor-
porates an entire meal 
in a single bowl. Add a 
protein of choice, sev-
eral vegetables, and 
some pasta, and all you 
lack is dairy. Yet even 
that can be added if the 
soup is creamy rather 
than brothy.

Preparing these chilly 
day fillers is likely the 
most time-consuming 
part of the process, 
mainly because it in-
volves chopping veg-
etables or other prep 
work if those are part 
of the soup. Depending 

upon what sort of new 

gadgets you have in 

your kitchen, cooking 

time could easily be the 

second most time-con-

suming factor, depend-

ing upon how long the 

soup needs to simmer 

so that all the flavors 

incorporate.

These days, with the 

addition of InstaPots 

to our kitchens, the 

time factor is greatly 

reduced compared to 

traditional stove-top 

preparations. However, 

some people still prefer 

the old-fashioned way, 

allowing the aromas of 

the ingredients to per-

meate the house with 

the warm smells of fall 

cooking.

Regardless of how 

you prepare your soup 

or the type you prefer, 

by the time the soup 

hits the serving bowls, 

it will be a nice, warm 

welcome to the tummy 

on those chilly days.
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Cooler days are perfect for soups

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

ITALIAN WEDDING LASAGNA SOUP

INGREDIENTS
Meatballs
8 ounces ground chuck
8 ounces bulk, sweet Italian sausage
One small yellow onion, fi nely grated in the small-

est holes of a cheese grater.
One ounce parmesan cheese, fi nely grated
One large egg, beaten
One large garlic clove, grated
Half a cup of Italian breadcrumbs
One-and-a-half teaspoons of dried basil
One teaspoon of fennel seeds, lightly crushed
One teaspoon of kosher salt
Half a teaspoon of black pepper

Soup
Three tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
One medium yellow onion, chopped
One large carrot, peeled and chopped
One celery stalk, chopped
One tablespoon of dried Italian seasoning
Half a cup of dry white wine
Six cups of low-sodium chicken broth
One teaspoon of kosher salt
8 ounces of uncooked lasagna noodles broken into 

2-inch pieces
Four cups of baby spinach
One-third cup of fi nely grated parmesan cheese, 

plus more for garnish
One cup of heavy whipping cream
Shredded mozzarella cheese, whole-milk ricotta 

cheese, and chopped, fresh basil for serving

DIRECTIONS
Prepare the meatballs by gently stirring together 

the ground beef, sausage, onion, parmesan, egg, gar-
lic, breadcrumbs, dried basil, fennel seeds, salt, and 
pepper in a large bowl with your hands, being careful 
not to overwork.

Divide the mixture into 24 one-ounce portions and 
roll them into 1-inch balls. 

Place in an even layer on a baking sheet and set 
aside.

In a large Dutch oven, over medium-high heat, 
heat the oil.

Working in two batches, add half the meatballs in 
an even layer; cook, turning as needed, until lightly 
browned on all sides, about four minutes per batch. 
Transfer to a baking sheet using a slotted spoon.

After the meatballs are cooked, add the onion, 
carrot, and celery to the remaining oil in the Dutch 
oven; cook over medium-high, stirring occasionally, 
until softened and beginning to brown, around fi ve 
to eight minutes.

Add Italian seasoning and cook, stirring constantly, 
until fragrant, about 30 seconds. Add white wine and 
cook, using a wooden spoon to scrape the brown bits 
from the bottom of the Dutch oven, until reduced 
slightly, about one minute.

Stir in the broth and salt; bring to a boil over me-
dium-high heat, stirring occasionally. Reduce heat 
to medium and stir in broken lasagna noodles and 
seared meatballs. Cook, stirring occasionally, until 
noodles are tender, and a thermometer inserted into 
the meatballs registers at least 160 degrees, at least 
12 to 15 minutes.

Stir in spinach, parmesan, and cream; cook, stir-
ring constantly, until spinach is wilted, about one 
minute.

Ladle into bowls; garnish with mozzarella, ricotta, 
basil, and parmesan.

Italian Wedding Lasagna Soup

Courtesy photo

®
Up your burger game or chill 

with the new McFlurry®

Enjoy hot McD’s summer with burgers and soft serve. Not only is the Smoky BLT 

QPC (single or double) back in all its bold‚ bacon-y glory but the new KIT KAT® 

Banana Split McFlurry is out here doing big things. The best part: you can try 

‘em today – how’s that for a break? Order ahead in the app to save time*

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine, Texas
The KIT KAT® trademark and trade dress are used under license from Société des Produits Nestlé SA and with permission from 

The Hershey Company. *At participating McDonald’s for a limited times. McDonalds app download and registration required. 

Mobile Order & Pay available at participating McDonald’s.

City of Alpine Urges Residents 

to Vote on Charter Amendments 

November 5th

The City of Alpine is encouraging all residents to make their voices 

heard in the upcoming vote on Tuesday, November 5th, regarding 

important amendments to the city’s charter. These proposed changes, 

feedback from community members and extensive work by city 

Voting on these charter amendments is a critical opportunity for 

residents to help shape the future of Alpine. The amendments include 

adjustments to city procedures, updates to administrative processes, 

and improvements that will strengthen the city’s

A detailed listing of each amendment can be found on the city 

website at  www.cityofalpine.com/charter. 

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

on November 5, 2024 at designated voting locations. 

Early voting will also be available starting October 21st.

City leaders are reminding all eligible voters that 

their participation is essential in ensuring a strong 

future for Alpine.

MAKE YOUR VOICE COUNT AND 

VOTE ON NOVEMBER 5TH!

For more information on the proposed 

amendments and polling locations, visit the City of 

Alpine’s website at www.cityofalpine.com/elections.

To learn more about what to expect and how to prepare 
for a smooth transition visit transpecos.bank

PECOS | ALPINE | MARATHON        TRANSPECOS.BANK

We're improving our systems! During this 
transition:

• For help with online/mobile banking or debit card 
support, please call 877-445-9550

• Your local branch team can assist with teller 
services, new accounts, or loans

To ensure the fastest service it's crucial to direct your 
questions to the right place! 

Upgrades Coming to 
Your TransPecos 
Banks Accounts

Thursday, 
October 31st

• Enhanced Customer Service
• Innovative Features
• Easier Account Management

Subscribe today!
432.837.3334

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.transpecos.bank
www.transpecos.bank
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.cityofalpine.com/charter
www.cityofalpine.com/elections

