
 

The Alpine Emergen-
cy Services Board held 
its regular meeting on 
Thursday, September 
26, at 5:30 p.m., in 
the board room at the 
Emergency Response 
Center. Board mem-
ber Albert Benitez was 
absent due to being on 
call.

C h a i r m a n  A a r o n 
Rodriguez called the 
meeting to order at 
5:36 p.m., with the 
first item of business 
being the approval of 
the minutes from the 
previous meeting. 

Board member Carla 
Spencer pointed out 
a typo in the minutes, 
one being a transposed 
monetary amount of 
$204 instead of $240 
for an integration soft-

w a r e  c a l l e d 
JotForm to be 
used with Mi-
crosoft Teams 
t o  u p l o a d 
f o r m s  e l e c -
tronically, such 
as purchase or-
ders, minutes 
f r o m  m e e t -
ings, and other 
items. 

T h e  c h a i r -
man also noted that the 
inventory list was not 
uploaded as stated. 

Rodriguez motioned 
to accept  the min-
utes from the previous 
meeting with the cor-
rections, followed by a 
second from Treasurer 
Stacey Wood. The mo-
tion passed unanimous-
ly.

Next on the agen-
da were reports from 
board members. 

Board Treasurer Sta-

cey Wood re-
ported that the 
current  bank 
ba l ance  was 
$18,498.72. 

C h a i r m a n 
R o d r i g u e z 
added that the 
yearly funding 
from Brewster 
County should 
be  ava i l ab le 
a r o u n d  O c -

tober 8 after the first 
Commissioner’s Court 
meeting of the county’s 
new fiscal year. 

He a lso  to ld  the 
board he was sched-
uled to be at the Alpine 
City Council meeting 
on October 15 to report 
to the city about all the 
grants that the board 
has taken advantage of 
thanks to the hard work 
of the Alpine Volun-
teer Fire Department’s 
Chief James Etchison.

B o a r d  S e c r e t a r y 
Rusty  Moore  com-
mented, “I appreciate 
all the leadership and 
hard work that Chief 
Etchison has put into 
his new position since 
he was named chief. 
Not only has he been 
able to bring multiple 
grants to the table and 
training opportunities 
for his team, but now 
that he can upload all 
his paperwork to our 
Teams platform, I can 
create a better set of 
minutes for the board.”

C h a i r m a n  R o d r i -
guez also commented, 
“Having these train-
ing schedules, multiple 
grants, and progress re-
ports on the firefighters 
who have completed 
these training and are 
in the process of com-
pleting more will really 
help as far as financial 

transparency going for-
ward, especially when 
we present everything 
to the city council and 
the  commissioner ’s 
court. 

“Both of these enti-
ties want to see where 
and how their funding 
is being spent and want 
to make sure that as a 
board we are not only 
being financially re-
sponsible but that we 
are helping guide and 
support our volunteer 
fire department.”

The next  i tem of 
business was a report 
from the AVFD fire 
chief. Chief Etchison 
reported to the board 
that they had received 
four lift assists last 
month, all from a resi-
dent who regularly re-

T h e  A l p i n e  I S D 
Board of Trustees held 
its regular meeting on 
Wednesday, September 
18, at 5:30 p.m. at the 
AISD administration 
building. Single Mem-
ber District 2 represen-
tative Joe Portillo and 
Single Member District 
3 representative Nikki 
Ahrens were absent.

After the meeting 
was called to order and 
there were no public 
comments,  a public 
hearing to discuss the 
proposed tax rate for 
2024-2025 convened. 
While there were no 
public comments dur-
ing the hearing, Alpine 
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Recently the Alpine Lady Bucks middle school team took on the Wink Wildcats at home making short work with lots of 
team improvement this season.

Photo courtesy of Alpine Fightin’ Buck Sports

Bucks Triumph over the Cats 

See AESB • 6

AESB praises fi re chief for outstanding management, leadership

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

STATE FARM IS THERE.

MONICA WOODALL
906 E. HOLLAND AVE. • (NEXT TO BEALLS) 

ALPINE, TX 79830

432-837-5631

0

106 W. Lockhart 
Behind

AAyyeeaarr rroouunnddCChhrriissttmmaassssttoorree
ffeeaattuurriinngg

uunniiqquuee  ddeeccoorraattiioonnss  aanndd  hhoommee  aacccceennttss

V lV lValValValValValValVal dyndyndyndyndynddyyndyndy Wa Wa Wa WWa Wa Wa Wa WW dardardardardardrdard HHeHeHeHHeHee ininninninninnninnin tgtogtogtogtogtogtogg nnnn,nn,n,, OOwnOwnOwnOwnOwnOwOwnererer ere - JJJenJJenJenJenJeJen ififinifnifnifnifnifniferererererer AlAAleAleAleAleeAleA xanxanxanxanxanxanxanderdderderderderde  

40404040404040409999999 9 EEEEEE.E.E.E. AAAAAAAAAveveveveveve... EEEEEEEE ••• lAlAlAlAlAlAlAl iipipipipipipippp nenenenenene,, TXTXTXTXTXTXTX •• ((((((((43434343434343 )2)2)2)2)2)2)2)) 88888883737373737373737 222-2-222222222222222222777•7•7•7 FFFFFFSNNSNSNSNSNSNF2F2F2F2F2F2F2FFFFFF.F.F.cococococommmmmcocococococococommmmmmmmmmXXXXXXX

never go 
out of style.

Beautiful, one-of-a-kind creations.

o

l fB tit f

Flowers

Valynda Ward Henington, Owner  - Jennifer Alexander 
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Bethany Ahern, Agent
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AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • HEALTH • LIFE 

805 E AVE E • ALPINE

The U.S. Fish and 
Wildl i fe  Service  is 
releasing the final re-
covery plan for three 
endangered aquatic in-
vertebrate species that 
inhabit springs within 
desert wetlands of the 
Chihuahuan Desert of 
West Texas: the Dia-
mond tryonia, Gonza-
les tryonia, and Pecos 
amphipod—collective-
ly referred to as Dia-
mond Y Invertebrates. 

The Diamond tryo-
nia and Gonzales tryo-
nia are tiny freshwater 
snails, and the Pecos 

USFWS announces the fi nal recovery plan for three endangered aquatic invertebrates

Recovery plan focuses on conserving desert wetlands in Pecos County

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

See USFWS • 6

Diamond Y Spring Preserve in Pecos County is property of The Nature Conservancy, which oversees 
the protection of the desert spring, its inhabitants, and the other flora and fauna of the preserve. 

Photo courtesy of Jeff erson Elder 

AVFD Fire 
Chief James 

Etchison

www.fsnf2f.com
www.bigbendsurgery.com
www.wtnb.com
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Big Bend Family Crisis Center was recently recognized as Organization 
of the Year by the Rio Grande Council of Governments for their work in 
helping facilitate transportation in rural West Texas. Pictured are Assistant 
Transportation Director Araceli Acosta and Transportation Director Angel-
ica Gonzalez along with Hudspeth County Judge Joanna Mackenzie.

Courtesy photo

Marfa ISD held its National Honor Society induction ceremony last Thurs-
day, where 22 students were recognized. Students must carry a minimum of 
a 3.0 GPA, show leadership in  school or community.

Courtesy photo

Ty Ritchie performed a chemical 
reaction experiment as part of the 
STEAM approach to teaching at 
Alpine Middle School last week. 
Students explored the chemical 
changes that took place with the 
“elephant toothpaste” experi-
ment, which is a chemical reaction 
in which hydrogen peroxide rap-
idly decomposes into water and 
oxygen when a catalyst such as 
potassium iodide or yeast is add-
ed. This results in a foam forming 
due to the oxygen bubbles being 
trapped in dish soap.

Courtesy photo

First respond-
ers from Ter-
lingua Fire and 
EMS, along with 
members of the 
Marathon VFD, 
and area park 
rangers train 
constantly to im-
prove skills and 
response time to 
the myriad of sit-
uations they can 
encounter in the 
Big Bend region.

Photo courtesy of 

Terlingua Fire

 and EMS
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Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
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www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Susan and Margarito Celaya
Debra Williams
Faith Hegerfeld

Cynthia Kennedy
Printco
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To control non-native 
populations of aoudads, 
otherwise known as Bar-
bary sheep, Big Bend 
National Park (BBNP), 
in conjunction with Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife, 
will conduct a survey 
of desert big horn sheep 
and remove aoudads us-
ing helicopters and staff  
trained in aerial shooting 
operations.

For the last several 
years, the National Park 
Service (NPS) has con-
tinued these measures to 
protect the desert big horn 
by reducing the increas-
ing numbers of aoudad 
that have continued to 
thrive within West Texas 
and Big Bend over the 
past 30 years.

Aoudads are native 
to the dry mountains of 
Northern Africa and have 
established themselves 
in the area, occupying 
the same habitats as the 
park’s small population 
of native desert big horns. 

Not only do these non-
native species negatively 
impact the park’s natu-
ral ecology, but they can 
also inhibit water ac-
cess for desert big horns, 
threaten biodiversity and 
the health of the native 
big horns, and impair the 
park visitor’s experience 

of the park’s indigenous 
scenery.

Finalized in June 
2018, this effort is part 
of BBNP’s long-term, 
integrated approach to 
controlling exotic ani-
mals and protecting park 
resources. 

The management of 
such exotics is in keeping 
with the Big Bend Ex-
otic Animal Management 
Plan and Environmental 
Assessment.

The Mesa de Anguilla 
portion of the park will 
be closed October 9-10 
and the evening before 
the survey. 

Once the survey is 
completed, the closed ar-
eas will reopen. The Rio 
Grande and Santa Elena 
Canyon Trail will remain 
open, but BBNP asks 

visitors to follow posted 
closure signs for all trail-
heads and roads.

During this time, the 
Deadhorse Mountains 
and its surrounding areas, 
including Dagger Flat 
Road and Old Ore Road, 
will also be surveyed for 
desert big horns and aou-
dads. 

These areas will also be 
closed the evening before 
the survey and will re-
open once offi  cials com-
plete the survey.

For more information, 
contact Tom VandenBerg, 
information officer at 
BBNP, at 432-477-1107, 
or Thomas Athens, wild-
life biologist, at 432-477-
1145. For maps of the 
closure areas, visit nps.
gov/bibe/learn/news/
newsreleases.htm.
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Remote areas of Big Bend National Park to close for wildlife project

Shorthorn seniors plan for their future
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BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Control of non-native aoudad to begin October 9

Aoudad or Barbary sheep are non-native exotics 
that have established themselves in West Texas and 
the Big Bend, creating competition for native des-
ert big horns in terms of forage and access to wa-
ter. Recently, evidence has indicated morbidity and 
mortality in the native animals. 

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Tonight at 8:30 p.m. 
CST, the McDonald Ob-
servatory will be hosting 
a live stream on their 
YouTube, Facebook, and 
Instagram about T Coro-
na Borealis, a binary star 
that is expected to ex-
plode as a dazzling nova 
in the next few weeks. 
The program will ex-
plain what causes these 
novas and let you know 
how or if you can see it 
as it happens.

They will also host 
another live stream on 
Wednesday, October 23, 
that will be in Spanish 
about dark matter and 
dark energy. Tune in to 

check out more about 
space and what’s hap-
pening on Mount Locke, 
and check out their web-

site for even more in-
formation by visiting 
https://mcdonaldobser-
vatory.org

McDonald Observatory off ering live streams

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Supernova 2006bp was discovered by the Texas 
Supernova Search within two days of its explosion.  

Photo courtesy of Robert Quimby, UT-Austin McDonald 

Observatory

Marfa’s high school seniors attended a college fair in Fort Stockton last 
week, seeking information about their options for the future. They attend-
ed the college and career fair held at Alpine High School yesterday, along 
with seniors from Alpine and Sanderson.  

Courtesy photo

www.vatory.org
www.morrisonhardware.com
www.stocktonford.com


 

At a Borderlands Research 
Institute staff  meeting recently, 
one of our researchers com-
mented about some “cowboy 
science” he had recently con-
ducted—a simple comparison 
of whether native grasses grew 
better with or without mulch. 
He didn’t take precise mea-
surements, but he learned that 
mulch made a diff erence.

Does the mulch always help? 
How much mulch is needed? 
Do some kinds of mulch work 
better? These and other ques-
tions will require some “real” 
science—controlling variables, 
using repeatable methods, 
etc.—but his initial comment 
reminded me that anyone who 
is curious can participate in sci-
ence.

While skilled at research, 
professional scientists are not 
always skilled or trained in 
communication. Academic re-
search is often accused of be-
ing locked in the ivory tower of 
universities. Scientifi c journal 
publications are the currency of 
academia. Still, they are written 

for other scientists 
and not readily ac-
cessible to the gen-
eral public.

In the past decade 
or so, researchers 
have been encour-
aged to spend more 
time thinking about 
how their work ap-
plies to everyday 
life and how to communicate 
results with those who can ap-
ply what has been learned. I am 
fortunate to teach a graduate-
level Science Communication 
class for Natural Resource 
Management students this se-
mester. The goal is to give stu-
dents the tools to share science 
with a broader audience and 
the opportunity to practice us-
ing a wide range of media.

One of our first speakers 
was the Avalanche’s own Kara 
Gerbert, who gave students an 
overview of everything that 
goes into newspaper journal-
ism. She shared examples of 
the press release process, dead-
lines, photos, and what kind of 

information cap-
tures readers’ at-
tention. Then, I as-
signed the students 
to write their own 
newspaper articles 
about something 
related to their re-
search, leaving the 
assignment fairly 
open-ended so 

they could choose interesting 
topics.

General George S. Patton’s 
quote, “Never tell people how 
to do things. Tell them what 
to do, and they will surprise 
you with their ingenuity, “ is 
one that I try to follow in my 
teaching. Indeed, my students 
surprised me with their creative 
and engaging responses to the 
assignment. From grasses to 
rivers to photography to owls, 
each of the ten articles high-
lighted natural resource con-
servation in a fresh, informa-
tive way.

These stories will be featured 
in the Avalanche over the next 
few months. I hope you take 

the time to read through them 

and learn about the diverse 

knowledge and skills of our 

Borderlands Research Institute 

students. I appreciate Kara for 

her instruction and for allowing 

my students to learn by doing.

The final project for this 

class is also open-ended: stu-

dents can choose any media 

and any conservation story to 

demonstrate what they have 

learned this semester. I plan to 

make sure all these products 

are publicly available some-

how, so stay tuned for more 

details on where you can fi nd 

this shared science.

In the meantime, have you 

noticed that plants in one part 

of your garden grow better 

than in another area, or won-

dered why some prickly pear 

tunas ripen later than others? 

Observation and curiosity are 

the heart of science. I hope the 

work of these students inspires 

you to see the world with re-

newed wonder—because any-

one can be a cowboy scientist.

“Uninvited, he sat down 
and opened up his mind,

On old dogs and children, 
and watermelon wine.

— song lyrics by Tom T. 
Hall

Each of those fi ner things in 
life celebrated by the American 
singer-songwriter nicknamed 
“The Storyteller” admittedly 
possesses soothing powers. 
But my most trusted tool for 
slowing the pace of life was, 
for many years, something dif-
ferent. 

My grandfather’s rocking 
chair.

I never learned where the 
furniture, relegated to the 
front porch before I was born, 
came from. The chair’s origin 
was one of many things I’ve 
wished I’d quizzed my grand-
mother about. I had a list of 
questions for her, but many 
remained forever unanswered 
that October day in 1993 when 
she closed her eyes for the last 
time.

The plain wooden rocker, 
with arms and a homemade 
red oil cloth seat cushion, and 
the high-back cane rocker 
Granny called hers resided on 
their front porch for at least 40 
years. 

Something magical about 
the chairs beckoned them to 
the front porch every eve-
ning after supper. When John 
Kennedy occupied the White 
House, he taunted the value of 
rocking chairs as therapeutic 
for back problems. But for my 

grandparents, I think 
it was more than that.

My father’s parents 
settled in northeast 
Texas long before 
Kennedy was presi-
dent. In fact, when 
they moved to Pitts-
burg in 1930, Her-
bert Hoover was in 
his second year as 
president. The railroad brought 
them to Camo County, where 
Granddaddy worked for the 
Cotton Belt. He retired in the 
early 1950s when steam lo-
comotives were still an occa-
sional sight. 

So, it’s probably not just 
a coincidence that the small 
white frame house where they 
lived most of their life was 
across the street from the rail-
road tracks. With his chair per-
fectly positioned for a view of 
approaching trains.

Rocking, talking, and oc-
casionally singing hymns like 
“Blessed Assurance” were 
regular activities. And wait-
ing for a passing train when 
Granddaddy would glance at 
his pocket watch. And, if the 
train wasn’t right on time, he 
might declare something like, 
“The 6:15 is running a little be-
hind schedule today.”

My grandfather died in 
1967, and with his death, regu-
lar after-supper porch sitting 
also ended. My grandmother 
lived in the house for another 
26 years before joining him, 
but I don’t recall her using the 
rockers again. Infrequent use 

and dirt daubers 
started taking their 
toll on them by the 
time Granny moved 
the chairs inside to 
the living room. 

After she died, 
my sisters and I 
picked a few things 
for memories. Both 
rocking chairs went 

to my Hill Country back porch, 
where they once again waited 
for company. 

My occasional “rocking 
and thinking spells” were 
mostly monitoring Hill Coun-
try sunsets. But when north 
winds caused Granddaddy’s 
old rocker to sway gently on 
some days, I saw him occupy-
ing his chosen chair. I thought 
more than once that I caught 
a glimpse of a curl of pipe 
smoke rising above the brim 
of his hat.

The first night they spent 
at my house, I settled into his 
chair and began to rock. I re-
laxed and wondered if the old 
chairs really possessed magical 
powers.

Maybe, but my grandpar-
ents’ life seemed much more 
manageable at “front porch 
time.” My rocking was more 
pronounced when I consulted 
the chair to work out details of 
earning a living, rearing chil-
dren, and other mindful mat-
ters. 

“Dad, I need a new dress 
for the banquet,” or “Dad, the 
pickup’s making a funny noise, 
and steam’s coming out from 

under the hood,” were met 
with one answer. “Give me a 
half hour and meet me at the 
rocking chair.”

Over time, the rocker be-
came tattered and a little worse 
for wear, but I couldn’t bring 
myself to replace it. Changing 
anything about the chair would 
change its appearance, and I 
most likely feared its powers 
as well. For that reason, both 
retained their “as is” condition 
while I continued rocking and 
pondering.

During a move back to Shel-
by County a couple of decades 
ago, the relic rockers suff ered 
crippling injuries. Conse-
quently, they were confi ned to 
storage intended to last “a few 
weeks.” But I never located 
that rare “round tuit.” They still 
rest in storage, waiting for their 
day of restoration.

With a little spare time 
on my hands, the rocking 
chairs crossed my mind last 
week. Maybe it was strains of 
“Blessed Assurance” remind-
ing me of their need for atten-
tion. Or perhaps it was hearing 
“old dogs, children, and water-
melon wine” on the radio.

I really think it was just the 
same song my grandparents 
heard when they rocked in the 
evening—the one calling them 
from the complexities of a hec-
tic society and reminding them 
of a simpler time in life

— Contact Leon Aldridge 
at leonaldridge@gmail.com. 
Other Aldridge columns are 
archived at leonaldridge.com
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 Opinions
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The U.S. Constitution

The U.S. Constitution may 

very well have been an attempt 

to subdue negative traits of hu-

man nature, with four of those 

being greed, despotism, cow-

ardice, and foolishness. There 

are more, yet these four may 

be the most harmful. Thomas 

Jeff erson warned that the U.S. 

Republic could turn into an 
“Elective Despotism.” John 
Adams said the U.S. Constitu-
tion was written for a “Moral 
and Religious People.” See-
ing the growing number of 
despots, the decline of morals, 
and a growing contempt to-
ward true Jews and Christians 
in the U.S., we might deem 
Tom and John to be prophets. 

If God did bless America, then 
his free will does exist because 
false Democrats, RINOS, and 
other reprobates have done a 
good job of crapping all over 
God’s blessing and the U.S. 
Constitution. Elections are 
coming in November. May 
there be enough true Jews, real 
Judeo-Christians, and other 
God-fearing moral people with 

clear thinking who will be vot-

ing in 2024? May they over-

come an assault of the many 

self-serving control freaks 

and God-hating ghouls in the 

USA. Maybe then God will 

see clearly to bless America 

once more.

James R. Le Blanc 

Fort Davis, Texas
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purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.
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Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

What is your 

biggest time

 waster?

- Social Media

- TV

- Books or Reading

- Video Games

- Talking on the phone

LEON ALDRIDGE

Guest Columnist

My trusted tool to slow life’s pace

Shared Science - “Cowboy Science”

DR. MAUREEN FRANK

Guest Columnist
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Send your community events 

to kara.gerber t@alpineava-

lanche.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

October 3 Kiwanis Spa-

ghetti Supper, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
at the Alpine Elementary School 
Cafeteria. Cost is $10 and all 
money raised goes back into the 
community. Tickets can be pur-
chased in advance at the Alpine 
Visitor Center or at the door.

October 4 First Friday Song 

Swap, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Far 
West Guitars at 114 N. 6th Street.

October 4-5: 3rd Annual 

Big Bend Bluegrass Festi-

val, 4:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. Friday 
night, and begins at 11:30 a.m. 
on Saturday at the Alpine Civic 
Center. Tickets can be purchased 
online at https://biggendblue-
grass.com/big-bend-bluegrass-
festival/

October 5 SRSU Guided 

Hike on Hancock Hill, 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. with Dr. Bryon Schro-
eder for Archaeology of the Big 
Bend. Registration is required 
at https://www.sulross.edu/
guided-hikes/

October 11-14 Big Bend 

Octane Fest, Noon to 9 p.m. at 
The Stable Performance Cars 511 
W. Holland.

October 11 AHS Homecom-

ing, 7 p.m. at Buck Stadium.
October 11-12 Alpine High 

Class of 1970s Reunion, Reg-
istration closes October 1, for 
information and registration see 
the Alpine High Facebook page.

October 12 Exploring the 

Life Cycle of Beef Cattle, 1 
p.m. to 2 p.m. at the Museum of 
the Big Bend. RSVP is required to 
attend. Visit https://eventbrite.
com/e/exploring-the-life-cycle-
of-beef-cattle-tickets-98906688
4677?aff =oddtdtcreator

October 12 Wild West 

Night, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
Sunshine House. Tickets are $30 
for adults and $5 for kids. In-
cludes raffl  es, games, silent auc-
tion, chuckwagon dinner, and 
music from Hall’s Last Call and 
Craig Carter and the Spur of the 
Moment Band. Proceeds benefi t 
the Sunshine House.

Oc tober 24-26 Circus-

Themed Haunted House, 8:30 
p.m. to 10:30 p.m. The Terlingua 
Ghost Town Crisis Center is hold-

ing its annual haunted house. It 

includes trick-or-treating and 

carnival games. Suggested do-

nation is $10. 

October 26-27 Free Movie,

3 p.m. at Alpine First Assembly 

of God, they will be showing 

the third movie in “The Perfect 

Race” series. Everyone is invited 

to attend, and free popcorn and 

bottled water will be provided.

ONGOING EVENTS

Ongoing Events  

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 

E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules are 

available on the front door. For 

more information, call 915-562-
4081 or aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting,

noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-
ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 

meeting, 6:30 p.m., second 
Monday each month, Legion 
Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner 
provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 

meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine 

City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at 101 W. Ave E. Weekly running 
club to walk/run 1-3 miles. Meet 
at the Amigo garage and fi nish 
at Amigo. Call 432-837-4012 for 
more information.

Big Bend Amateur Radio 

Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 
Tuesday each month, Frontier 
Masonic Lodge #766, 2300 High-
way 118 North.

Big Bend Community Cho-

rale rehearsals on Monday 

evenings at 6 p.m. in the Sul 

Ross Fine Arts Building, Room 
200. All are welcome, but first 
contact Andrew Alegria at An-
drew.alegria@sulross.edu, call 

432-837-8216, or visit bbccho-

rale.wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Citizenship Classes, at Al-

pine Public Library by appoint-

ment only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-

837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Pub-

lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 

432-837-2621 to make an ap-

pointment.  

GED tutoring, at Alpine Pub-

lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 

432-837-2621 to make an ap-

pointment.  

Hike with Homeless Dogs,

9 a.m. to 10 a.m. every Thursday 

at the Davis Mountains State Park 

Interpretive Center in collabora-

tion with Grand Companions. For 

more information contact Charlie 

Ewing at 432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine,

noon to 1 p.m., first and third 

Wednesdays at the American 

Legion.  

 Late Night Game Night, 9 

p.m. to 11 p.m. every Thursday 

night at Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

What’s 
something 

on your bucket 
list that you 
haven’t done 

yet?

Heard 
on the

STREET

L

L

L

L

Zaiden Perkins:
Get to see the aurora 

borealis.

David Cargill:
Perhaps visit Cinque 

Terre in Italy–I’ve been 
before–but this time with 

my wife and daughter.

Sylvia Lujan:
I would go to 
New York to 
see my son.

Dawn Lacy:
Horseback riding 

in Banff .

Kenyatis Turner:
I want to visit Japan 

and South Korea.

SmartyRodeo, one of three corporate 
sponsors of the Sul Ross Rodeo Team, 
provided a horse-saver training tool for 
competitors such as those who partici-
pate in goat tying. This training tool 
allows student-athletes to practice and 
perfect their skills during everyday 
rodeo practice while at the same time 
protecting their horses from possible 
injury or exhaustion in the case of 
older animals. 

Courtesy photo

SRSU Rodeo sponsor 
provides training tool

Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

Meet Leo!
Leo was picked up 

as a stray. An owner 
turned up but was not 
financially able to care 
for Leo properly, so he 
was kept at the shelter, 
vaccinated, neutered, 
and microchipped.

He loves to play, has 
done very well in play-
groups with other dogs, 
walks well on a leash, 
and keeps his kennel 
pretty clean.

He is a l i t t le shy 
at first  meeting but 
warms up quickly. He 
would be a great walk-
ing, hiking, or camp-
ing companion. With 
a little investment of 
time to bond with him, 
train him, and gain his 
affection, you would 
have an excellent com-
panion. Meet Leo at the 
Alpine Animal Services 

Shelter today, 2900 Old 
Marathon Hwy.

Alpine Animal Ser-
vices is  overloaded 
with dogs and cats right 
now. Please consider 
volunteering to walk 
dogs, play with puppies 
in the yard, or interact 
with the cats. Thirty 
minutes of your day can 
make a huge difference 
to the shelter and the 
animals.

Call 432-837-2532 to 
donate, foster, or vol-
unteer for the Alpine 
Humane Society. Sup-
port the Alpine Humane 
Society Thrift Store and 
Cattery with donated 
furnishings, décor, and 
household goods.

Alpine Humane Soci-
ety needs quality items 
for our silent auction 
on Dia de los Quesos 
on Sunday, October 27, 

from 4 pm to 8 pm. at 
the Granada Theatre. 
Enter your salsa or que-
so in our contest. There 
will be food by Cow 
Dog and several musi-
cal acts, including The 
Swifts.

Pet promotions are 
courtesy of the Alpine 
Humane Society. Al-
pine Animal Services 
handles pet adoptions 
at the city shelter, 2900 
E. Old Marathon High-
way, 10 am to 1 pm and 
2 pm to 6 pm, seven 
days a week. For infor-
mation about shelter pet 
adoptions, cremation 
services, or lost/found 
pets, call the shelter at 
432-837-9030. If you 
find a stray or injured 
pet, call the Alpine Po-
lice Department at 432-
837-3486 to dispatch an 
Animal Control Officer.

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

COCINERO: Beef•Chicken•Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl•Jalapeno and 

Cilantro Soup•Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with 

Onion Jam and Pico de Gallo•Bacon Wrapped 

Asparagus•Tumbleweed Onion Rings with Spicy 

Serrano Ketchup•Alpine Black Bean & Chicken 

Nachos 
---------

CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a 

Kaiser Roll•Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with 

Cream Cheese, Corn and Peppers Carne Asada 

with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas•Chicken Caesar 

Wrap with Hand Cut Fries•Tenderloin Tacos with 

Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce•Grilled Chicken 

Breast topped with Mango Chutney 
---------

SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

(Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup 

Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup 

1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant 
Guide

$6 a week gets you a spot in our 
restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

Advertising
really

works!
Call for
details!

432.837
3334

or visit us
online at
www.
alpine
avala
nche
.com

PET OF THE WEEK
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www.rale.wixsite.com/bbcc
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ISD super in tendent 
Miche l l e  R ineha r t , 
EdLD, discussed the 
tax rate and explained 
to the board about the 
defeasance that they 
approved last year, al-
lowing the district to 
save $4.3 million and 
pay off the bond for the 
new high school build 
10 years early.

After some discus-
sion, the public hear-
ing was adjourned, and 
Single Member District 
1 and board president 
Eddie Natera opened 
the regular meeting at 
5:50 p.m.

T h e  b o a r d  t h e n 
passed a resolution to 
provide for the defea-
sance of certain out-
standing district obli-
gations, including the 
school bond for the 
construction of the new 
high school, with a mo-
tion by Single Member 
District 7 representa-
tive Mary McCallister 
followed by a second 
from Single Member 
District 4 representa-
t ive J immy Morris . 
Passing the defeasance 
resolution allowed for 
the interest and sink-
ing (I and S) tax rate to 
be set at 0.215, which 
would allow for the 
payoff of the bond 12 
years early with an 

overall savings in inter-
est to taxpayers of $4.8 
million.

The next  i tem of 
business was the ap-
proval for the proposed 
tax rate for 2024-2025. 
For 2024, the main-
tenance and opera-
tions (M and O) were 
0.7575, with the I and 
S tax rate of 0.225 for a 
total tax rate of 0.9825. 
For 2025, the board ap-
proved an M and O tax 
rate of 0.7552 and an I 
and S tax rate of 0.215 
for a total of 0.9702 
with a motion from 
McCallister and a sec-
ond from Morris. This 
allowed for a -0.30% 
change in the M and O, 
a -4.44% change in the 
I and S, and an over-
all tax rate decrease of 
-1.25% from last year.

In other news, stu-
dents and instructors 
at Alpine Elementary 
(AES) conducted all 
the i r  beg inning-of -
the-year safety drills, 
including evacuations, 
fire drills, and lock-
down drills, in con-
junction with the newly 
adopted Raptor system, 
which connects  the 
district administration 
and AES staff with the 
county and city dis-
patch. 

Fourth graders also 
completed the con-
structed response writ-
ing involving AES’s 

reading and language 
arts curriculum. This 
was the culmination of 
a three-week project 
that was to be submit-
ted to Mrs. Fort for 
grading. A new group 
will be formed each 
week to begin learn-
ing the writing process, 
which is in preparation 
for the STAAR testing. 

At  Alpine Middle 
School (AMS), cam-
pus principal Mrs. Ju-
dith Pardo-Alferez told 
the board that students 
were working on their 
gifted and talented his-
tory fair and other proj-
ects during their third 
period, which is a pull-
out program with Mr. 
Portillo. Students also 
practiced lockdown, 
fire, and bus evacuation 
drills on the first school 
day. Pardo-Alferez also 
told the board that 
AMS calls each absent 
student each day. She 
said excellent commu-
nication with parents 
about attendance and 
even home visits had 
improved attendance. 

Alpine Hig School 
(AHS) principal Mr. 
Jarrett Vickers told the 
board that all college 
readiness tests (TSIA2, 
SAT, PSAT, ASVAB) 
had been scheduled to 
be taken at the high 
school  a t  no  ext ra 
charge to the students. 
Previously,  the stu-

dents had to travel out 
of town or to Sul Ross 
for these tests.

Vicke r s  a l so  an -
nounced that AHS was 
hosting a college and 
career fair on October 
2 and that high school 
students from Mara-
thon and Sanderson 
would attend.

Next, Dr. Rinehart 
reviewed the report 
from athletic director 
Andy Smith, highlight-
ing football player Dae 
Hardwick with his re-
cord receptions and 
yards, which broke a 
school record for a sin-
gle game against Fort 
Stockton. He was also 
named Texas Football 
Player of the Week and 
voted on by fans.

Smith’s report also 
noted that senior vol-
leyball player Jaycee 
Portillo was recently 
ranked number one in 
the nation in digs with 
598 defensive digs.

I n  c ro s s - coun t ry, 
the girls’ team placed 
fourth out of 11 teams, 
and the boys’ team 
placed seventh out of 
13 at the Port Aransas 
meet.  Both Hatfield 
Cason and Molly Gar-
rett had outstanding 
performances at the 
Crane Invitational over 
the Labor Day week-
end. Cason beat his true 
cross-country personal 
record by 10 seconds, 

winning the varsi ty 
boys 5K by almost a 
minute, while Garrett 
earned 16th place in 
her first 5K race with a 
time of 22:52. 

The next important 
item was a report from 
Alpine ISD CFO Chris 
Valenzuela. Valenzu-
ela told the board that 
there were no transfers 
in August from their 
investment accounts 
and that the district 
had just received the 
CCMR Rural Accelera-
tor grant, which funds 
Coach Adrian Smith’s 
position at AHS. Va-
lenzuela also told the 
board that while there 
were no budget amend-
ments this month, there 
would be next month 
due to moving grant 
money over to the gen-
eral fund.

Next on the agenda 
was the approval of the 
consent items, includ-
ing the regular meeting 
on August 21 and the 
special meeting on Sep-
tember 12. McCallister 
motioned to approve 
the consent agenda, fol-
lowed by a second from 
Morris,  with Single 
Member District 6 rep-
resentative Dr. Adrian 
Billings abstaining due 
to absence. The motion 
passed 4-0 with the sin-
gle abstention.

The board next ap-
proved donations with 

gratitude from Manny 
and Lydia Granado for 
$500 to go towards 
the AHS colorguard 
in honor of Sage Par-
sons, a TeamFunded 
donation from the AHS 
football fundraiser for 
$13,870.80 to be de-
posited into the football 
activity account, and a 
$650 donation from 
GumSlingers to AES 
and Mr. Derek Rojo for 
a candy challenge he 
engaged in with funds 
going towards sports 
equipment, classroom 
mater ia ls ,  or  o ther 
uses as needed. Single 
Member District 5 rep-
resentative Haley Babb 
motioned to accept the 
donations as presented 
with a second from Mc-
Callister.

Finally, with a motion 
from McCallister and 
a second from Morris, 
the board approved the 
contract for Kokernot 
Field between the Al-
pine ISD and Sul Ross 
State University.

The board moved into 
executive session at 
7:12 p.m., and the next 
regular ly scheduled 
meeting of the Alpine 
ISD Board of Trustees 
is set for Wednesday, 
October 16, at 5:30 
p.m. at the Alpine ISD 
administration building.
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quested the service. 
He noted that, un-

fortunately, the resi-
dent had also recently 
passed away and that 
they’d received no such 
calls since then. 

Other calls that the 
department received 
included a single brush 
fire, which, when re-
sponded to, was de-
termined to have been 
caused by someone 
dumping their ashtray 
from a vehicle. 

“When we arrived 
at the location, there 
were numerous little 
burn spots, all with a 
cigarette of the same 
brand,” stated Etchison.

AVFD also responded 
to a dumpster fire at the 
Highland Apartments, 
a vehicle fire on South 
Hwy 118 when a pas-
senger vehicle collided 
with a dump truck, and 
a HAZMAT call of a 

possible gas leak that 
turned out to be just 
new drywall dust com-
ing through the HVAC 
vents when the HVAC 
technicians were work-
ing on the system.

Chief Etchison also 
reported to the board 
that  the department 
was changing the name 
of the Brush 3 truck to 
HAZMAT 1. 

He noted that while it 
would still conduct all 
the jobs it was previ-
ously outfitted for, the 
department had trans-
ferred all  HAZMAT 
equipment to the ve-
hicle to be the official 
vehicle for such calls.

Next, Chief Etchison 
reported that the Help-
ing Hands grant was 
approved to supply the 
department with used 
but almost new bunker 
gear and SCBA bottles. 

“Everything on our 
list was approved,” he 
said. “I requested 20 

helmets, five full sets 
of bunker gear, and the 
SBCA bottles.”

He also told the board 
about a grant that could 
be applied for to pur-
chase a new extractor, 
which is a specialized 
washing machine unit 
that removes the harm-
ful chemicals the bun-
ker gear can collect and 
come into contact with 
during calls. 

The extractor would 
hold four full sets of 
bunker gear and would 
cost $12,000. 

This grant requested 
three years of finan-
cial information, which 
could prove difficult 
to provide since the 
board was newly es-
tablished and previous 

bank statements would 
be the only available fi-
nancial information. 

Etchison a lso  re-
minded the board that 
the department had yet 
to utilize the $20,000 
PPE grant ,  and he 
would like to use a por-
tion of that to purchase 
gear for 10 wildland 
firefighters, which he 
wanted to have certi-
fied as the department’s 
“special forces” fire-
fighting team. 

The team would re-
spond to wildland fires 
and work alongside 
the Texas Forest Ser-
vice or be able to react 
ahead of the TFS since 
it takes them some time 
to get here. 

These f i ref ighters 

would be required to 
take and complete a 
pack test as part of 
their training, which is 
a three-mile hike car-
rying a 45-pound pack, 
and it must be complet-
ed in 45 minutes. 

Full gear for these 
firefighters would cost 
between $10,000 to 
$12,000. 

During the discus-
sion, Carla Spencer 
commented ,  “Since 
we’re unsure if we’d be 
able to get the grant for 
the extractor due to the 
acceptance of the fi-
nancial records, what if 
we used the PPE grant 
to purchase the extrac-
tor and outfit five wild-
land firefighters this 
year, and then next year 
outfit five more? This 
way, you will be able to 
fulfill the department’s 
needs right away.”  

Chief Etchison com-
mented that this would 
work. 

Finally, during his 

report, Chief Etchison 

told the board about the 

fire academy and other 

training opportunities 

that were available and 

presented purchase or-

ders for reimbursable 

training, hydrostatic 

testing of SBCA bot-

tles, and reimbursement 

for a trickle charger. 

They were approved 

with a motion from 

Spencer and a second 

from Wood.

Also approved was a 

purchase order for a new 

$599 air compressor to 

inflate vehicle tires, as 

the old one was broken 

and unable to be fi xed.

The meeting was ad-

journed at 7:42 p.m. after 

the next Alpine Emergen-

cy Services Board meet-

ing was set for Thursday, 

November 7, at 5:30 p.m.
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amphipod is a small, 
shr imp- l ike  crus ta-
cean.

The overall recovery 
strategy focuses on 
conserving the desert 
wetland ecosystem to 
support resilient popu-
lations of the imper-
iled species.

The final recovery 
plan establishes down-
listing and delisting 
criteria for the Dia-
mond Y Invertebrates, 
which were listed as 
endangered under the 
Endangered Species 
Act on July 9, 2013. 

 “Desert wetlands, 
or cienegas, used to be 
more abundant in the 
northern Chihuahuan 
Desert,” said Michael 
Warr iner,  F ish  and 
Wildlife Biologist with 
the Service’s Austin 
Ecological  Services 
Field Office. “Multiple 
springs have gone dry, 
and now the Diamond 
Y Spring system is 
the largest remaining 
springs still flowing in 
Pecos County. 

“The Service is ex-
tremely grateful that 
The Nature Conser-
vancy preserves this 
important spring and 
cienega system at the 

Diamond Y Spr ing 
Preserve and aids in 
conservation efforts 
for the Diamond Y In-
vertebrates and other 
rare species.”

The northern Chi-
huahuan Desert ciene-
gas support multiple 
endemic and diverse 
communities of spring 
snails, amphipods, and 
o ther  inver tebra tes 
found nowhere else in 
the world. 

Four other federally 
endangered or threat-
ened species occur on 
the Diamond Y Spring 
Preserve, including the 
Leon Springs pupfish, 
Pecos gambusia, Pecos 
sunflower, and Pecos 
assiminea.

Threats to the Dia-
mond Y Invertebrates 
continue to be dimin-
ished water quantity 
due to groundwater 
pumping, drought, and 
water quality contami-
nation. 

Increased aridity and 

warming temperatures 
due to climate change 
can intensify  these 
threats.

Addi t ional  recov-
ery  p lan  s t ra tegies 
for  the Diamond Y 
Invertebrates include 
addressing threats to 
the species, improv-
ing the understand-
ing of the species to 
enhance conservation 
actions, collaborating 
with partners on habi-
tat management strate-
gies, and engaging in 
community outreach.

Recovery plans are 
not regulatory. Rather, 
they provide both a 
framework for guiding 
the recovery of species 
and the criteria to indi-
cate when federal pro-
tection may no longer 
be necessary. 

T h e  r e c o v e r y 
plan aims to safeguard 
the Diamond Y Inver-
tebrates from extinc-
tion. The recovery plan 
describes actions that 

are considered neces-
sary to achieve recov-
ery of the species, es-
tablishes downlisting 
and delisting criteria, 
and estimates the time 
and cost to implement 
recovery actions for 
the species.

The Service received 
a $62.5-million invest-
ment in Inflation Re-
duction Act funds to 
address Endangered 
S p e c i e s  R e c o v e r y 
Planning efforts that 
will be implemented 
over the next several 
years to benefit more 
than 300 species cur-
rently listed under the 
Endangered Species 
Act. 

Th i s  i n fus ion  o f 
funding allowed the 
Service to hire ad-
ditional biologists to 
c o m p l e t e  r e c o v e r y 
plans that are neces-
sary to recover species 
and remove them from 
the Endangered Spe-
cies list.

The Service actively 
engages conservation 
partners and the pub-
lic in the search for 
improved and innova-
tive ways to conserve 
and recover imperiled 
species.

USFW • FROM 1

SE
NIO

R

Spot
ligh

t

Sponsored bySSS ddd bbb

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Jaycee PortilloJaycee Portillo
In what activities did you 
participate in high school?
I participated in volleyball 
and softball during my four 
years of high school and am 
a member of the National 
Honors Society. � 
Who was your favorite 
teacher/coach, and why?
Every coach I’ve had has 
impacted me in some way, 
but if I had to choose one, I 
would say Coach Virdell. He 
has shown me what it’s like 
to be a positive role model 
by instilling in me the values 
of discipline and teamwork, 
shaping not only my athletic 
abilities but also my character 
and approach to life’s 

challenges.
What was your favorite 
moment in the last four 
years?
The bus trips became one 
of my favorite parts of high 
school because they were a 
unique blend of adventure 
and laughter, allowing me to 
bond with friends and create 
unforgettable memories.�

What are your plans after 
high school?
After high school, I plan to 
pursue a career in physical 
therapy while competing 
at the collegiate level as a 
volleyball athlete.

“When we arrived at the location, there 
were numerous little burn spots, all 

with a cigarette of the same brand”

— Chief Etchison

“The Service is extremely grateful that 
The Nature Conservancy preserves 

this important spring and cienega system 

at the Diamond Y Spring Preserve and aids 

in conservation eff orts for the Diamond Y 

Invertebrates and other rare species.”

— Michael Warriner, Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

God Bless America



 

Dear Neil, what would 
have caused all these 
holes in my hostas’ 
leaves? Snails?

Yes, either snails or 
slugs. They’re pretty much 
partners in crime. Hos-
tas are their favorite food. 
And, making things worse, 
we mulch hostas to hold 
moisture in their soil, and 
we plant them in shady 
settings. All are perfect 
for the pests. If you look 
closely at the edges of the 
holes, you’ll see that they 
all have thin brown mar-
gins. That means that they 
have been there a while, 
and the tissues have, to use 
a more human comparison, 
“scabbed over.” This late in 
the season, there is no call 
to action. The damage has 
all been done. Next spring, 
I would watch the plants 
every morning. When you 
see the fi rst holes in their 
leaves, dust the soil with 
Sevin or sprinkle a snail 
and slug bait on the ground 
beneath them. They are 
nighttime feeders. Hope-
fully, you won’t have a sud-
den outbreak the fi rst night. 

You will probably need 
to replenish the supply of 
Sevin or bait every few 
days – every time it rains 
or each time that you water.

Dear Neil, some years 
ago, I planted blackber-
ries. In the second year, 
some of the plants started 
dying. I pulled the dead 
plants up, and I discov-
ered mole runs. I planted 
more plants, and recently, 
I noticed one had started 
dying – another mole run. 
Is there anything I can do 
to stop them?

Moles feed on soil-borne 
insects. The best control is 
provided by traps implant-

ed into depressed portions 
of their surface tunnels. As 
the moles push up to re-
open their tunnels, the traps 
are triggered. A local hard-
ware or farm supply store 
can probably provide the 
product and instructions.

Dear Neil, I have 25 
daylily seedlings I grew 
from pods in my garden 
this summer. The plants 
are about six inches tall. 
Should I leave them in 
pots or plant them in the 
a before winter?

Plant them into the 
ground in a well-prepared 
perennial bed where you 
can put a stake alongside 
each of them. Most will die 
to the ground with the fi rst 
freeze, and you’ll want to 
know where the roots are. 
They will re-emerge and 
start growing vigorously 
next spring. A small per-
centage of daylily seedlings 
(10-15%) will produce a 
few flowers during their 
fi rst full year in the garden. 
Still, your real analysis of 
the quality of each seedling 
won’t come until the sec-

ond full year. That’s when 
you can decide which ones 
you want to keep, and 
which ones go to the com-
post. Be ruthless. We have 
scores of thousands of vari-
eties in the market already. 
Any seedling we save for 
propagation needs to be 
special

Dear Neil, I know you 
have advised against put-
ting topsoil over the roots 
of established shade trees. 
Does that also apply to 
concrete pavers for a pa-
tio? Because of the shade 
from the tree, we can’t 
get grass to grow. We’ve 
decided that a nice patio 
would be a great addition 
to our family life.

Bricks, pavers, and fl ag-
stones don’t count. There 
is adequate air space be-
tween the stones to allow 
free air into and out of 
the soil. You would want 
a 1-inch layer of washed 
brick sand on top of the 
ground to help level the 
pavers (or stone or bricks), 
but sand doesn’t compact, 
so it won’t be a problem.
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Hostas are a snail’s favorite food

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

Photos courtesy of the Archives of the Big Bend at the Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library and the Portal of Texas.

October 30, 1924

The Sul Ross Lobos football team will com-
pete against the McMurray Indians on Sat-
urday, November 1, at Jackson Field. The 
Indians fell to the Lobos last November 4 in 
front of a crowd of thousands at the San An-
gelo Fair last year and are looking for some 
revenge this season. 

October 29, 1925

Sul Ross State Teachers College will 
host Frederick Gunster, Tenor at the 
Mojave Theater on October 29 at 8 
p.m. J.M. Van Zandt will accompa-
ny Gunster and they will perform a 
series of musical pieces such as folk 
songs, musical pieces taken from op-
eras, as well as spiritual songs of the 
ethnic variety.

October 27, 1921

H.B. Parker of Boston, Mass., 
is working hard for his edu-
cation. The ex-serviceman is 
living on the campus of Bos-
ton University in a pup tent 
and is attending classes in a 
bathing suit. After realizing 
the fall and winter condi-
tions were difficult for him 
due to the condition of his 
lungs from his service in the 
Army during the World War, 
Parker made arrangements 
and moved south to the Uni-
versity of South Carolina.

October 13, 1921

President Harding has recently been elected as the 
president of the American Red Cross. Harding suc-
ceeds former President Wilson. Harding is pictured 
here, accepting the offi  ce. From left is Maj. Gen. Mer-
ritte W. Ireland, Surgeon General, U.S.A.; Dr. Livings-
ton Farrand, chairman Central Committee of the Red 
Cross; the President; Asst. Secretary of the Treasury 
Elliot Wadsworth; Rear Admiral Edward R. Stitt, Sur-
geon General, U.S.N.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “jumpy as

      _  ___ on ice”

  5  an Astro evading a

      tag at second base

  6  in Fort Worth: “____

      Carter Museum of

      American Art”

  7  late TX Swayze fi lm:

      “____ of Kin” (1989)

  8  in Amarillo: “___-

      _____  ____ &

      Rodeo”

17  TX George W. to

      TX George H.W.

18  sunglasses that go

      to the sides too 

21  TX Willie Nelson’s

      “__ the Road Again”

22  praise in public

23  TXism: “wouldn’t cut

      warm ______” (dull)

24  a Christmas game

      uses _  _____ 

      Wrap ball

29  TX Dennis Quaid

      2023 fi lm: “On a

      ____ and a Prayer”

30  TX Christopher Rich

      sitcom (2001-07)

31  dir. from Seymour

      to Dublin, TX

32  singing under the

      window of a girl 

34  Drake of 1953 fi lm 

      “Down Laredo Way”

35  org. for one country

      music award show

36  TXism: “_____  __

      _ whipped pup”

37  Dak knows how to

      ____ a football

38  TXism: “_  ___ to”

      (intend)

  1  TXism: “numerous

      __  ____  __  _

      ____ worm”

  2  Milam County seat

  3  TXism: “active as

      _  ___  __ a hen

      house”

  4  camping shelters

  9  Texas tone

10  TXism: “snug as a

      bug in _  ___”

11  small amount

12  “The Pelvis” init.

39  symptoms of people

      with the fl u (2 wds.)

41  TXism: “he’s new to 

      these _____”

42  TXism: “worn __  _

      frazzle” (tired)

43  TX Sam Rayburn was

      in Congress 48 _____

44  country singer, Hill

45  TXism: “blister ___”

      (handle)

46  drink slowly

47  Buna and

      Linden, e.g.

48  TXism: “that

      ___  ____ fl oat”

      (disagree)

50  Duncanville MLB

      pitcher, David

51  TXism: “___ enjoyed

      all this I can stand”

52  Shrimp catcher

53  negative vote

13  in El Paso County

      on I-10

14  Caribbean island

15  tiny bit

16  TXism: “he’s lower

      than a snake’s belly

      in a wheel ___”

19  Texas “Monkee,”

      Michael

20  TX Roy Orbison’s

      “In _____” (1963)

22  fi rst Texas Lottery

      Commission 

      director, Nora

24  TX Strait’s “Gone

      __ a Girl Can Get”

25  TXism: “it ain’t ___

      in cement”

26  Greek given name

27  TV controller

28  TXism: “she could

      talk the legs off

      __  ____ stove”

29  “_____-washy”

30  TX Perot who twice

      ran for president

33  New Orleans

      Saints, “Who ___?”

34  movie chewies

35  transports for 

      amateur golfers

37  historic Port Aran-

      sas hotel (2 wds.)

38  song written by TX

      Rodney Crowell:

      “_  ____ Living

      Long Like This”

40  TX “Bum” Phillips

      real fi rst name

41  least valuable 

      chess piece

44  Tex-Mex, e.g.

47  Baylor basketballer

      “______” Carter

49  TXism: “____  _

      holler” (call me)
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Alpine hosted its an-
nual Big Bend Mountain 
Ramble cross-country 
race this past Saturday, 
and runners from all over 
West Texas came to com-
pete.

 The race was held at 
Kokernot Park, which is 
a great venue for specta-
tors and a chance for the 
runners to get in some 
hill training.

The varsity girls’ race 
started with Emy Her-
nandez, Hope Domin-
guez, and Molly Garrett 
in the top 15 in 10th, 
11th, and 13th, respec-
tively. Colette Fowlkes 
placed 23rd and Alice 
Saunders 30th, helping 
the varsity girls’ team 
earn third place behind 
Midland Greenwood and 
Wink.

Part of last year’s state 
qualifying team, Hernan-
dez and Garrett both had 
a strong race, beating last 
year’s BBMR times by a 
signifi cant amount. 

Dominguez also is 
looking ready to com-
pete well during the up-
coming championship 
season. Jaylynn Celaya 
was the top fi nisher for 
the JV girls, who fi nished 
in 10th.

The vars i ty  boys 
placed fourth as a team, 
with several boys per-
forming strongly. 

Senior Hatfi eld Cason 
won the gold in his last 
appearance at the Big 
Bend Mountain Ramble 
by 45 seconds. Freshman 
Zane Perkins medaled in 
19th place, and JP Prieto 
continues to improve, 
coming in just outside 
of medal contention in 
23rd.

 Everett Edwards and 
Clegg Fowlkes rounded 
out the top five for the 
varsity boys. Raul Ren-
teria was the top Alpine 
fi nisher in the JV boys’ 
division, medaling in 
14th place.

Four middle school 
girls placed in the top 
22 in a fi eld of 70 racers. 
In her first XC season, 
8th grader Hallie Wood 
earned a 3rd-place fi nish. 
Kelli Kearns medaled 
in 12th, with Villanueva 
and Adams in 21st and 
22nd. 

The middle school girls 
placed fi fth as a team and 
are looking competitive 
for the upcoming district 
race.

The middle school 
boys earned second 
place as a team, with Ro-
man Holguin and Julian 
Perez leading the Bucks 
in fi fth and seventh, re-
spectively.

 Barry Young had a 
great race, medaling 
in 13th place. Pompa, 
Prieto, and Edwards 
rounded out the second-

place team. The next 
race for middle school 
cross-country will be the 
district championship in 

Presidio on October 9, 
while the varsity com-
petes today at the Odessa 
Invitational.

The Alpine Fightin’ 
Bucks varsity football 
team dominated the 
Anthony Wildcats in a 
55-18 blowout victory 
at Buck Stadium on Fri-
day night, September 27. 
The Bucks put together 
a strong performance on 
both sides of the ball, 
beginning district play at 
1-0.

Initially, the school 
scheduled the game at 
Jackson Field on the Sul 
Ross State campus. After 
a brief delay when the 
lights at Jackson Field 
did not work, Alpine 
went to work from the 
friendly confi nes of Buck 
Stadium to take an early 
lead.

In the time it would 
take a fan to go to the 
restroom, stop by the 

concession stand, and get 
caught up in a conversa-
tion with a chatty neigh-
bor, the Bucks put 24 
points on the board for 
a comfortable lead in the 
fi rst quarter.

“Our kids came out 
ready to play and started 
fast,” said Alpine Head 
Coach Andy Smith. “I 
am proud of the focus of 
our kids at the start of the 
game and getting out to 
an early lead.”

Quarterback Devon 
Rojo led the offensive 
charge, putting together 
a stellar performance.

His ability to target 
multiple receivers and 
make plays with his legs 
kept the Anthony defense 
on their heels all night.

Rojo’s legs and arm 
saved plays from the pass 
rush, dodging defenders 
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 Sports
BY KERRY LAIRD

Sports Editor

Bucks trample Anthony, start district with decisive win

Bucks lineman Auden Ramirez celebrates the game’s fi rst touchdown against the Anthony Wildcats 
last Friday night. Ramirez put up the fi rst of eight touchdowns by Alpine.

Photo courtesy of Noe LujanSee FOOTBALL • 14
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EDIE DUBOISEDIE DUBOIS

7TH GRADE VOLLEYBALL7TH GRADE VOLLEYBALL

Edie has been making significant improvements on 

the court since our season began. Over the last week 

she has exemplified strong team work, hustle, and 

dedication to continuous improvement.

Cross-country brings home team wins at Kokernot Park
BY COACH CORY CASON

Contributor

The Alpine Runnin’ Bucks cross-country high school and middle school 
teams participated this past Saturday in the Big Bend Mountain Ramble at 
Kokernot Park. All the teams placed in the top fi ve, while some individuals 
placed in the top 10.

Courtesy photo

www.bigbend.com/tv-streaming
www.bigbend.com
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The Alpine Fightin’ 

Bucks Junior Varsity 

football team secured 

their first win of the 

season with a dominant 

performance against the 

Andrews JV squad on 

Thursday, September 26, 

at Buck Stadium. The 

early 4 p.m. kickoff  saw 

Alpine take control right 

from the start and never 

look back, earning a 

much-needed victory on 

their home turf.
The game began with 

a crucial mistake by An-
drews. The visiting team 
fumbled the opening 
kickoff, which Alpine 
quickly recovered. The 
Bucks capitalized imme-
diately, and on the very 
first play from scrim-
mage, Conner Ramirez 
broke free for a 31-yard 
touchdown run, giving 
Alpine a quick 7-0 lead. 

This early momentum 
set the tone for the rest 
of the game. Alpine’s 

offense found opportu-
nities, and their defense 
consistently delivered.

Defensively, the Bucks 
were outstanding, keep-
ing Andrews in check 
throughout the game. 
Standout performances 
from Emerson Walker, 
Gage Olivas, and Alex 
Adams helped the Bucks 
force multiple turnovers, 
disrupting Andrews’ 
offensive rhythm and 
preventing them from 

Alpine JV football secures fi rst 

win of the season against Andrews

TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUAUTY

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND
INTENT TO OBTAIN WATER QUALITY PERMIT

RENEWAL

PERMIT NO. WQ0012865002

APPLICATION. U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 129, Big Bend National 
Park, Texas 79834, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) to renew Texas Land Application Permit (TIAP) No. WQ0012865002 
to authorize the disposal of treated wastewater at a volume not to exceed a daily 

treatment facility and disposal area are located approximately 3,000 feet southeast 
of the intersection of Huisache Drive and Rio Grande Village, in the city of Big Bend 
National Park, in Brewster County, Texas 79834. TCEQ received this application on 
August 29, 2024. The permit application will be available for viewing and copying 
at Rio Grande Village Visitor Center, Big Bend National Park, 450 Rio Grande Road, 
Big Bend National Park, in Brewster County, Texas prior to the date this notice is 
published in the newspaper. The application, including any updates, and associated 
notices are available electronically at the following webpage:
https://www.tceg.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tlap-
applications. This link to an electronic map of the site or facility’s general location is 
provided as a public courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For the exact 
location, refer to the application.
https://gisweb.tceg.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-102.956913.29.18707&level=l8

ADDITIONAL NOTICE. TCEQ’s Executive Director has determined the 
application is administratively complete and will conduct a technical review of the 
application. After technical review of the application is complete, the Executive 
Director may prepare a draft permit and will issue a preliminary decision on the 
application. Notice of the Application and PrPliminary Decision will be 
published and mailed to those who are on the countywide mailing list 
and to those who are on the mailing list for this application. That notice 
will contain the deadline for submitting public comments.

PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public 
comments or request a public meeting on this application. The purpose 
of a public meeting is to provide the opportunity to submit comments or to ask 
questions about the application. TCEQ will hold a public meeting if the Executive 

application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a contested 
case hearing.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. After the deadline 
for submitting public comments, the Executive Director will consider all timely 

comments. Unless the application is directly referred for a contested 
case bearing, the response to comments, and the Executive Director’s 
decision on the application, will be mailed to everyone who submitted 
public comments and to those persons who are on the mailing list for 
this application. If comments are received, the mailing will also provide 
instructions for requesting reconsideration of the Executive Director’s 
decision and for requesting a contested case hearing. A contested case 
hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial in state district court.

TO REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING, YOU MUST INCLUDE 
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS IN YOUR REQUEST: your name, address, 
phone number; appliqmt’s name and proposed permit number; the 
location and distance of your property /activities relative to the proposed 

by the facility in a way not common to the general public; a list of all 
disputed issues of fact that you submit during the comment period and, 
the statement “[I/we] request a contested case bearing.” If the request 

request must designate the group’s representative for receiving future 
correspondence; identify by name and physical address an individual 

facility or activity; provide the information discussed above regarding 

interests the group seeks to protect are relevant to the group’s purpose.

Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the Executive 
Director will forward the application and any requests for reconsideration or for 
a contested case hearing to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a 
scheduled Commission meeting.

The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the 
requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. 
If a hearing is granted, the subject of a bearing will be limited to disputed 
issues of fact or mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and 
material water quality concerns submitted during the comment period.

TCEQ may act on an application to renew a permit for discharge of 
wastewater without providing an opportunity for a contested case 
bearing if certain criteria are met.

MAILING LIST. If you submit public comments, a request for a contested case 
hearing or a reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision, you will be added 

and/or the county mailing list, clearly specify which list(s) and send your request to 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. For details about the status of the 
application, visit the Commissioners’ Integrated Database at www.tceq.texas.gov/
goto/cid. Search the database using the permit number for this application, which 
is provided at the top of this notice. 

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. All public comments and 
requests must be submitted either electronically at https://wwwl4.tceg.texas.gov/
epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, 

be aware that any contact information you provide, including your name, phone 
number, email address and physical address will become part of the agency’s public 
record. For more information about this permit application or the permitting 
process, please call the TCEQ Public Education Program, Toll Free, at 1-800-687-
4040 or visit their website at www.tceg.texas.gov/goto/pep. Si desea inforrnaci6n 
en Espanol, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from U.S. Department of the Interior at 

at 432-477-1111.

Issuance Date: October 1, 2024

BY KERRY LAIRD
Sports Editor

Alpine’s Peyton Kinkade serves up the ball during the Lady Bucks’ re-
cent trip to Denver City where they faced both the Fillies and the Wink 
Wildcats.

Courtesy photo

Fightin’ Buck and Lady Buck Sports Schedule
LADY BUCK VOLLEYBALL

Oct. 5  Presidio vs Alpine* F/JV @ 5 p.m.
  V @ 6 p.m.
Oct. 8 Anthony vs Alpine* F/JV @ 11 a.m.
  V @ 12 p.m.
FIGHTIN’ BUCK FOOTBALL

OCT. 3  CRANE VS ALPINE JV* @ 6 P.M.
OCT. 4  ALPINE VS CRANE* V @ 7 P.M.
OCT. 10  ALPINE JV VS COMPASS* @ 6 P.M.

OCT. 11  COMPASS VS ALPINE* (HOMECOMING
  V @ 7 P.M.
CROSS COUNTRY 

Oct. 3  Odessa Invitational @ UTPB 
Oct. 7  District Championship  (HS/MS)  TBA

*Denotes District Games

The Alpine Lady 
Bucks Volleyball teams 
opened district play with 
a commanding perfor-
mance against Kermit on 
September 24th, setting 
the tone for the rest of the 
season. The entire pro-
gram, from Freshman to 
Varsity, showcased confi -
dence and determination, 
securing a 1-0 record in 
district play.

The Freshman team 
kicked things off  with a 
closely contested match 
but ultimately fell short 
in the first set, 23-25. 
They bounced back 
quickly in the second 
set, winning 25-18, and 
carried that momentum 
into the fi nal set, domi-
nating 15-3 to claim the 
match victory. Their win 
refl ects their growth and 
perseverance throughout 
the season.

The Junior Varsity 
team followed up with 
an equally strong perfor-

mance, defeating Kermit 
in straight sets. The JV 
team edged out a tight 
first set, 26-24, before 
pulling away in the sec-
ond with a 25-19 win. 
Their ability to maintain 
composure under pres-
sure allowed them to 
start district play on a 
high note.

Varsity displayed the 
same level of domi-
nance, sweeping Kermit 
in three sets. They came 
out strong in the opening 
set with a 25-13 victory, 
showcasing their well-
rounded skills on both 
offense and defense. 
The second set was even 
more lopsided, with the 
Lady Bucks winning 25-
9, demonstrating their 
ability to control the 
pace of the game. Kermit 
made a push in the third 
set, but Alpine held fi rm, 
fi nishing the match with 
a 25-19 win.

Head Coach Adrian 
Smith credited the Lady 
Bucks’ preseason experi-

ences for their ability to 
maintain a high level of 
consistent competition 
throughout the matches. 
“The girls have worked 
hard, and it showed in 
their performance. They 
were confi dent, focused, 
and ready for the chal-
lenge,” Smith said.

The Lady Bucks’ vic-
tory over Kermit brings 
the Varsity team’s overall 
record to 13-18. Mean-
while, the JV team sits at 
9-13, and the Freshman 
team holds a 6-15 record, 
reflecting the progress 
each squad has made as 
they continue to develop 
throughout the season. 

The Lady Bucks take 
on the Presidio Lady 
Blue Devils at home this 
Saturday before facing 
Anthony Wildcats next 
Tuesday. 

The Lady Bucks are 
determined to continue 
their success as they push 
deeper into district play, 
with their sights set on a 
strong postseason run.

Lady Bucks volleyball 

dominates in district 

opener against Kermit
BY TRISTIAN BARRAGAN

Contributor

See JV • 14

https://www.tceg.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tlap
https://gisweb.tceg.texas.gov/locationmapper/?marker=-102.956913.29.18707&level=18
www.tceq.texas.gov
https://wwwl4.tceg.texas.gov
www.tceg.texas.gov/goto/pep
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Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your ad the first day 

of publication. We are only responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of any ad. Publisher’s liability for 

damages resulting from errors in any advertising 

that it has agreed to publish shall be limited to the 

amount actually received by the publisher in con-

sideration for its agreement to publish the adver-

tisement in question. It shall not be responsible for 

any consequential damages suffered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due in the office by 

12:00 (noon) on Tuesday.

HOURS- You may place your ad in person at 

704 E. Holland, Alpine, TX 79830 from 8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.

CANCELLATIONS - All ads may be cancelled 

for the next publication until 12:00 (noon) on the 

Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - The publisher wants to do 

everything that is possible within the confines of 

good taste and legal constraints to help you adver-

tise your product or service to the best advantage. 

We reserve the right to edit or reject any copy or 

insertion that does not meet our standards of ac-

ceptance. The Alpine Avalanche does not run ads 

for anyone whose balance on previous ads is not 

current.

PAYMENT - All Classified Ads must be paid in 

advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classified Ads to the 

Alpine Avalanche by email at shelley.maroney

@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
Mobile homes 
and spaces. Close 
to Sul Ross Uni-
versity.  Frontier 
Mobile Home 
Village. 1102 N. 
9th St. trailer #35 
Alpine.  Call 432-
837-2736   

FOR RENT/LEASE  

Commercial Zone 
lot in Alpine – 7th 
and Gallego Call – 
432-386-0363

Three room small 
house – Call 432-
386-0363

2/2 with home 
offi  ce. Central 
air/heat; all ap-
pliances; w/d; 
landscaped yard. 
Tenant pays utili-
ties. No smoking, 
no pets. $1500 
mo. Deposit 
$600. Available 
now. Shown by 
appointment. 
bigbendwoman@
gmail.com  

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539 

3 Bedroom/2 
bath for rent.  Call 
432-386-3965 for 
more information.  

Casita – one 
bedroom, central 
Alpine; furnished, 
fi replace, private 
garden, covered 
parking, laundry.  
Bills paid except 
electric.  No 
smokers, pets.  
Suitable for one 
adult.  $1150 
monthly plus 
deposit of $600. 
6 mo. Lease mini-
mum. Available 
now.  Contact 
bigbendwoman@
gmail.com 

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fi ll night audit.  
Excellent pay and 
benefi ts.  Please 
apply in person at 
2607 West High-
way 90.

Action Heating 

and cooling is 
busy and looking 
for service tech. 
Starting pay $18 
to $20 based on 
skill . Vacation and 
sick leave. Call 
432-386-0275 for 
information.  

WANT TO BUY

I buy cast iron 
skillets please text 
or call 512-963-
7533. 

ITEMS FOR SALE

Men’s Re Bike 
GTX3 – Call 432-
386-0363

Three sets of nice 
China dishes – 
Call 432-386-0363

DESK for sale.  
Paid $600, want 
$300.  Call 432-
244-1454 

GARAGE SALE

Fall Rummage 
Sale at Hillside 
Church this 
Saturday 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Huge 
collection of great 
treasures includ-
ing tools, Milwau-
kee Shop Vac, 
full size wooden 
bunk beds, two 
metal day beds, 
baby items, lots of 
clothes and books 
for the whole 
family; Holiday 
decor, baskets, 
Three dining 
sets with chairs, 
aquarium wood-
en stand with 
shelves, lots of 
nice shoes, extra 
clean King size 
mattress, small 
wooden desk, 
kitchenware and 
more!. Proceeds 
will help fund 
the Annual Live 
Nativity, shipping 
for Operation 
Christmas Child 
Boxes and Valen-
tine Senior citizen 
goodie bags.  Sale 
will continue next 
week Noon to 6 
p.m. Monday -Fri-
day and October 
12 from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Hillside 

is located at 205 

Church Road on 

the East ends of 

Alpine. Please call 

Karen at 432-386-

3071 for more 

information or 

directions. 

Neighborhood 

Yard Sale, Sat. Oct. 

5, 9am-1pm, 901 

North 8th, Alpine.  

Multi-family.  

Quilts, tools, 

kitchen, vin-

tage Pyres, toys, 

games, puzzles, 

electronics, 

garden, plants, 

scrapbooks, deco-

rations, clothing, 

antiques, art.  

Nice stuff .

HELP WANTEDMOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

GARAGE SALE

432-837-3334

“Last time I had a garage sale I did not put it in 
the paper and I did not have a good turn out at 
all. I always do because I put  it in the paper.”
                                                   - Susie Gonzales

STAY IN TOUCH 

HOME DELIVERY

DIGITAL

432-837-3334

CITATION BY PUBLICATION 

DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP 

 
The State of Texas 

To all persons interest in the Estate of WILLIAM DANNY 

BATES, Deceased 

Cause No. PR03093, 

in County Court, Brewster County, Texas 

 

The alleged heir(s) at law in the above-numbered and entitled 
estate filed an application to Determine Heirship in this estate 
on the 6th day of September 2024, requesting that the Court 
determine who are the heirs and only heirs of WILLIAM 
DANNY BATES, Deceased, and their respective shares and 
interests in such estate. 
 
This Application may be acted on by this Court at any call in 
the docket on or after 10:00 A.M., on the first Monday next 
after the expiration of ten days from date of publication of this 
citation on the 7th day of October, 2024. All persons interest-
ed in this case are cited to appear before said Honorable Court 
by filing a written contest or answer to this Application should 
they desire to do so. To ensure its consideration, you or your 
attorney must file any objection, intervention, or response in 
writing with the County Clerk of Brewster County, Texas on 
or before the above-noted date and time. 
 
If this citation is not served within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shall be returned unserved. 
 
 
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF SAID COURT 
at office in Alpine, Texas, on the 25th day of September, 2024 
 

                                              
/s/ Sarah Vasquez                     
Sarah Vasquez, County Clerk 
Brewster County, Texas 
201 W. Ave E 
Alpine, Texas 79830 
 
By ______________, Deputy  

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812
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 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, 

 Alpine Location 

Now Hiring

Southwest Realty Investors

FOR RENT

Call 432-207-2810
432-249-0293

Large spacious living & dining rooms
Full Kitchens with all appliances

Large laundry rooms with washer & dryer 
connections

Minimum One Year Lease
Some Pets Allowed

407 E Lockhart

One, two & three 

bedrooms for Rent

Notice to Creditors

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of Charles Edward Blackely, Deceased, were 

issued on July 23, 2024, docket number PR03170, in the 

County Court of Brewster County, Texas to Sandy Stewart. 

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the 

estate, addressed as follows: Representative, c/o Law Office 

of Sandy Stewart, P.O. Box 298, Fort Davis, Texas 79734. All 

persons having claims against this estate which is currently 

being administered, are required to present them within 

the time and in the manner prescribed by law. DATED: 

September 30, 2024.

  s/s Sandy Stewart

  Sandy Stewart

CASE NO. PR03170

IN THE PROBATE OF             § IN THE COUNTY COURT

                       §

CHARLES EDWARD BLACKLEY, § OF

    §

DECEASED,   § BREWSTER COUNTY, TEXAS

PUBLISHER’S AFFIDAVIT

I solemnly swear that the above notice was published 
once in the ALPINE AVALANCHE, a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation in Brewster County, Texas, as provided 
in the Texas Estates Code for the service of citation or 
notice by publication, and the date that the issue of said 
newspaper bore in which said notice was published was 
__________________________. A copy of the notice pub-
lished, clipped from the newspaper, is attached hereto.
__________________________ Publisher
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE 
ME by ___________________________ on 
__________________________.
   ___________________ 

   Notary Public, State of Texas

Avalanche Classifieds 432-837-3334

www.gmail.com
www.gmail.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.usps.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org


 

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Pastor Reidling Coleman

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

JESUS

For

President

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133
Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas
www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.
432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280
Pastor Stephen White

 Latter-Day Saints
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego
Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449
Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St
http://bigbenduu.org 

MESSIANIC
Hebraic Roots Aviv Fellowship 

Shabbat 12 Noon Saturday 
Chaplain’s Garvin & Stephanie Shiflet 
51160 TX-118 South, (432) 371-2999

HebraicRootsAvivFellowship.org

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822
Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL
Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday
1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 
Laura Belkin, 729-3063 
6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH
Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AIThis Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

FORT DAVIS  |  ALPINE  |  PRESIDIO

WWW.MAVERICK.BANK  |  (432) 837-1888

Congregation B’nai Zion El Paso, an independent congregation following 
Conservative movement practices, is pleased to announce outreach to
individuals in the Big Bend interested in Jewish experience Judaism. 

Services are available in person or live stream. 
Interested persons may contact our local representative at

(432) 664-8619 or visit our website congregationbnaizion.org 

Christianity is not a religion but a relationship. 
In the New Testament, we read about our relationships 

with each other. And these relationships are very important. 
But they’re not the reason that Christianity is described as a 
relationship. 

It is described that way because, at the heart of our faith is 
our belief that the one who created us, and all that is, wants 
to have a real, life-giving, loving relationship with us. 

The heart of our faith is not a set of teachings and beliefs 
about God. It is not a set of rules to follow to please God. It is 
a relationship with God, a relationship that is made possible 
by the gift of God’s grace in Jesus Christ, and a relationship 
that is made alive in our lives through our faith. 

Our relationship with God is the most important relation-
ship we will ever have. But a close second is our relationship 
with each other.

Think of what Jesus said about the greatest command-
ment: To love the Lord our God and our neighbor as ourselves. 

Or think of the Ten Commandments. The fi rst tablet is 
all about our relationship with God. The second tablet is all 
about our relationship with each other. Both relationships 
are important. 

Our fi rst and foremost relationship is with God: “For where 
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.” 

God is present with us when two or three of us are gath-
ered in the name of Jesus. I believe that when we come to-
gether for purposes of worship, God’s Spirit is with us. 

I don’t just mean Sunday morning for church service. I 
mean, anything that we do together in his name is an act 
of worship. 

This could be coming to a semi-boring committee meet-
ing at church. Worship could also be gathering to meet 
people’s needs in the community. 

Any kind of mission, education, and evangelism is a form 
of worship. Anything that we do where we gather in Christ’s 
name is worship. Even just meeting for fellowship, including 
coff ee hour. 

In fact, worship can probably cover just about everything 
we do together. So, when we gather in Jesus’ name, God is 
there with us. God’s relationships with us and our relation-
ships with others are interconnected.

When someone becomes separated from us, it is our re-
sponsibility to bring them back into a relationship with us. 

We are not to reject them because of something they did 
or said. Remember, Jesus specifi cally spends time with sin-
ners, gentiles, and tax collectors. 

Jesus didn’t shun people who were out of a right relation-
ship with the community. Jesus purposely helped people rec-
ognize the right way to go. 

Relationships matter to God—our relationship with God 
and our relationship with each other. 

These relationships will stand forever, making them one 
of the most important things we have in our lives. 

How fi rm is your relationship with God? How fi rm is your 
relationship with each other? 

We are never alone if we are in a relationship with God. He 
is always there, but are we?
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BY NANCY ANTRIM, VICAR
St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church, Hobbs, NM

Relationships

If you’re looking for 
a light and nutritious 
quiche, try this easy crust-
less vegetable dish. Made 
with tangy tomatoes, 
crunchy zucchini, and 
fresh herbs, it is perfect 
for breakfast, brunch, or a 
light meal anytime. 

The recipe does not 
call for cheese, milk, or 
meat; if you want it to be 
truly dairy-free, use olive 
or avocado oil instead of 
ghee. 

Some of you may be 
unfamiliar with ghee. 

Put simply, it is clarifi ed 

butter. Clarifi ed butter is 

a type of butter that has 

been melted to separate 
the milk solids and water 
from the pure butterfat. 

This process results in 
a clear, golden liquid that 
has a higher smoke point 
than regular butter, mak-
ing it ideal for various 
cooking methods like sau-
téing, frying, and baking.

The term “clarified” 
comes from the process of 
making the butter clearer 
by removing the impuri-
ties and milk solids.

It is also quite expen-
sive, so you can use regu-
lar butter or olive oil. 

If you read this column 
regularly, you will also 
know I add some extras 
to my recipes.

In this case, while I left 
out the cheese (an actual 
crime), I added some 
crispy bacon and mush-
rooms. I also used ghee to 
sauté my vegetables and 
half and half instead of 
dairy-free milk. 

You can use almond, 
oat, or even coconut milk 
instead of half-and-half 

or regular milk.
It wasn’t vegetarian or 

dairy-free, but it was still 
quite epic when it came 
to fl avor. It was, however, 
crustless. 

And while I do love a 
good pie crust, I didn’t 
miss it in this instance.

The tangy tomatoes, 

slightly crunchy zucchini, 
herbaceous spinach, basil, 
and mushrooms really en-
hanced this egg pie. 

Add a little garlic and 
savory onions, and you 
have a great dish to enjoy.

Whether you follow 
the recipe verbatim or 
mix it up a bit like I have, 

this easy quiche can be 
table-ready in as little as 
45 minutes and will have 
everyone standing in line 
for second helpings.

Grab those free-range 
eggs, hit the vegetable 
aisle, and whip up a quick 
and tasty meal for any day 
of the week.

Drop the extra carbs with a crustless veggie quiche

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

CRUSTLESS VEGETABLE QUICHE
INGREDIENTS

Two tablespoons of ghee, avocado, or olive oil (use avo-
cado or olive oil for dairy-free)

Two small zucchinis cut into thin, circular discs
Half a small onion, chopped
Two cloves of garlic, minced
Three cups of baby spinach
One and one-quarter cups of small tomatoes sliced into 

thin slices
One tablespoon fresh, minced basil
Eight eggs
One-quarter cup of dairy-free almond, coconut, or oat 

milk
Half a teaspoon salt
Fresh ground pepper to taste

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 375.
To prevent sticking, grease a 9-inch pie plate or a round 

baking dish with one tablespoon of ghee or other oil.
Heat the remaining tablespoon of ghee or other oil over 

medium heat in a large skillet.
Incorporate the diced onion and cook for around three 

minutes until it softens.

Next, stir in the minced garlic and sauté for another min-

ute until it becomes aromatic. 

Add the zucchini and cook for about fi ve minutes, stir-

ring occasionally until tender but still slightly crisp.

Add the baby spinach to the skillet and cook for one to 

two minutes or until wilted.

Whisk together the eggs, dairy-free milk, salt, and fresh 

ground pepper in a large bowl until well combined and 

slightly frothy.

Stir in the minced basil.

Spread the sauteed vegetables evenly in the prepared 

pie plate. Arrange the sliced tomatoes on top of the veg-

etables.

Pour the egg mixture over the vegetables and the toma-

toes, ensuring it is evenly distributed.

Place the quiche in the preheated oven and bake for 

20-30 minutes, or until the quiche is set in the middle and 

slightly golden on top.

Remove the quiche from the oven and let it cool for a 

few minutes before slicing. If desired, garnish with addi-

tional basil. 

Serve warm or at room temperature.

Crustless vegetable quiche.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.maverick.bank
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.avivfellowship.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
www.congregationbnaizion.org
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating 

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

RYAN KINKADE

432-386-3296

P.O. BOX 1934

ALPINE, TX 79831

432-837-7179

BIGBENDCONCRETE@GMAIL.COM

CONCRETE

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BAIL BONDS

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

Family Owned & Operated

Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. 

Alpine • 432-837-7275

Towing Available • Estimates

Family Owned

Served Alpine Since 1995 •

WINDSHIELD AND AUTOMOTIVE CALIBRATION

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL

432-837-3334 OR 432-336-2281

BODY SHOP

DRY CLEANING

CLOCK REPAIR

Vacation or Staycation

Come Stay With Us!

403 N 8th St.‚ Alpine‚ TX | (432) 538-7032

www.alpinetxbnb.com | innkeeper@alpinetxbnb.com

BNB

FreedomFreedom
Bail BondsBail Bonds

FORT STOCKTONFORT STOCKTON

 Lauren O' Reilly- AGENT Lauren O' Reilly- AGENT

432-336-6670432-336-6670

ALPINEALPINE

David "Wacky" Pallanez- AGENTDavid "Wacky" Pallanez- AGENT

432-837-3293432-837-3293

24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards Accepted24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards Accepted

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

PCMH Clinics 
(432) 336-2291 (432) 336-2291 

or (432) 336-2058 

or (432) 336-0700or (432) 336-0700 

Family Care Center Walk-In Clinic 
(432) 336-4544 (432) 336-4544

HEALTH

1107 W. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-299-1323

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.alpinetxbnb.com
www.alpinepubliclibrary.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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        EXAST ROUNDUP

TREATING TREATING 

YOURSELF YOURSELF 

TO NEW TO NEW 

CLIENTS?CLIENTS?

WE WE 

HAVEHAVE

YOU YOU 

COVERED!COVERED!

TRUCKING

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

PLUMBING

TIRES

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

432-336-3314
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

CAR RENTAL

To advertise your

business 

call 

 432-837-3334 or 

432-336-2281

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

We are local!
Now off ering 24-hour emergency services

Drain Unstops | Leak Detections
Sewer Camera Inspections | and More!

432-290-8511

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

REAL ESTATE

LIQUOR

704 W Holland Ave | Alpine, TX

(432) 837-7479

Drive Thru

Angela Miles,
Realtor

804 N. Main | Fort Stockton

432-290-8038
akmilesrealtor@yahoo.com

Let my years of experience work for you.

 Residential  Commercial  Ranch

�������	
�����
�	�����
��
����

SEPTIC SERVICES

MAC
 SEPTIC PORTA POTTIES

Rick McIvor
Owner/ Operator
325-812-5541

RickMcivor7@gmail.com
P.O. Box 640

 Fort Davis, TX 79734

ROOFING

ROOFING KING
Quality Construction

Honest Service

Free Estimate
10+ Years Experience

Odessa - Midland
And Surrounding Areas

Nathaniel Olveda

(806) 346-3708
RoofingKing8@gmail.com

ONLINE BOOKING| FAST & EASY| INSURANCE

432.244.4454

222 W DICKINSON BLVD | FORT STOCKTON

WWW.SMALLTOWNCARRENTAL.COM

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.west.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestem.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.drillingbigbend.com
www.smalltowncarrental.com
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and scrambling back-
ward to avoid a big loss.

Just when the Wildcats 
thought they had him, his 
sharp field vision came 
through, helping him fi nd 
an open receiver when 
the play looked like it 
was breaking down.

“Devon Rojo continues 
to be a great leader for 
our team at the QB posi-
tion,” said Coach Smith. 
“His accuracy with the 
football has been great, 
and his leadership skills 
have benefi ted our team.”

Rojo threw for 344 
yards and four touch-
downs, also adding two 
rushing touchdowns to his 
growing highlight reel.

On the ground, Rojo 
has also added 136 yards 
rushing through the fi rst 
five games. Rojo has 
thrown for 1,081 yards 
on the season, with a 
60.13% completion rate.

His favorite target has 
been season standout 
Dae Hardwick.

Hardwick was again a 
force on the field, con-
tinuing his remarkable 
season with 12 recep-
tions against Anthony.

Hardwick has now 
amassed 53 catches 
through just fi ve games, 
putting him on track to 
exceed 100 receptions 
by the end of the season.

His consistent play-
making ability has been 
a key part of the Bucks’ 
off ensive success.

Hardwick also took 
snaps for successful two-
point conversions, fi nd-
ing Iden Lujan, Izaak Fi-
erro, and Ethan Flores in 
the endzone with his arm 
and adding to Anthony’s 
misery.

Throughout the night, 
special teams played a 
signifi cant role in the out-
come. Alpine capitalized 
on several key moments 
in the kicking game, 
converting the three two-
point conversions and 
kicking a fi eld goal.

The Bucks’ special 
teams unit made game-
changing plays by block-
ing a punt and recovering 
an onside kick, further 
extending their lead and 
ensuring the victory.

Alpine’s offense was 
firing on all cylinders, 
with Rojo leading the 
passing game and the 
team’s ground attack 
complementing his ef-
forts.

Logan Smith had his 
best game of the season, 
pounding the Wildcats 
head-on with 128 rush-
ing yards, including a 21-
yard run. Rarely could 
the Wildcats bring down 
Smith with just one de-
fender.

He also had 37 yards 
receiving on just fi ve re-
ceptions, which included 
an amazing catch in the 
endzone that added fuel 
to the fi re on the bench 
and in the stands.

“Logan Smith was 
able to get it going this 

game on the ground,” 
said Coach Smith. “He 
racked up 128 yards 
rushing with two touch-
downs—one receiving 
and one rushing. This is 
a testament to the contin-
ued improved play of our 
off ensive line.”

Defensively, the Bucks 
contained Anthony’s of-
fense, allowing just 18 
points as they cruised to 
their most decisive win 
of the season.

“The run defense has 
taken huge strides the 
last two weeks,” said 
Alpine Defensive Coach 
Jerry Dominguez. “At 
half time, the Anthony 
Wildcats had eight rushes 
for negative two yards! 
They ended up with 97 
rush yards for the game.”

The Bucks defense 
relentlessly pressured 

Anthony’s quarterback, 
keeping him on his heels 
every time he attempted 
to pass.

Their aggressive de-
fense also paid off  with 
several key turnovers, 
disrupting the Wildcat’s 
offensive rhythm and 
giving the Bucks oppor-
tunities to swing the mo-
mentum in their favor.

“There are a few things 
we need to clean up de-
fensively, but the entire 
defensive staff is re-
ally pleased with the im-
provement we have seen 
in the last two weeks.

“The boys have been 
making it a point to im-
prove defensively, and 
we are really proud of 
the effort and attitude 
that this group has been 
bringing on a day-to-day 
basis.”

Alpine looks to car-
ry the momentum and 
great start to district play 
into Crane where they 
will travel to tomorrow 
night to face the Golden 
Cranes.

A win in Crane will 
keep Alpine undefeated 
in district and put them 
in a strong position as 
they move deeper into 
the season.

As the Bucks prepare 
for the Golden Cranes, 
they’ll rely on contin-
ued off ensive production 
from Rojo, Hardwick, 
and Smith. At the same 
time, their defense and 
special teams aim to re-
peat their standout per-
formances.

Kickoff  for the game at 
El Ave Stadium in Crane 
is at 7 p.m. tomorrow 
night.

FOOTBALL • FROM 8

®
Up your burger game or chill 

with the new McFlurry®

Enjoy hot McD’s summer with burgers and soft serve. Not only is the Smoky BLT 

QPC (single or double) back in all its bold‚ bacon-y glory but the new KIT KAT® 

Banana Split McFlurry is out here doing big things. The best part: you can try 

‘em today – how’s that for a break? Order ahead in the app to save time*

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine, Texas
The KIT KAT® trademark and trade dress are used under license from Société des Produits Nestlé SA and with permission from 

The Hershey Company. *At participating McDonald’s for a limited times. McDonalds app download and registration required. 

Mobile Order & Pay available at participating McDonald’s.

mounting any significant 
scoring threats. 

The constant pressure 
applied by the Alpine de-
fense limited Andrews’ 
ability to sustain drives, 
resulting in several costly 
mistakes for the visitors.

On the offensive side, 
the Bucks displayed a bal-
anced attack. In addition 
to Ramirez’s early touch-
down run, Alpine received 
key contributions from 
Dominic Rodriguez, Ca-
milo Celaya, and Cloud 
Martinez. 

Rodriguez played a vital 
role in moving the chains. 
At the same time, Celaya 
and Martinez added yards 
to keep the off ense in sync. 

Despite a few penalties 
and some stalling drives, 
the Bucks’ offense did 
enough to ensure their ear-
ly lead remained fi rm.

Andrews struggled to 
fi nd their footing against a 
strong Alpine defense that 
never relented. Turnovers 
and missed opportunities 
plagued Andrews through-
out the game, giving Al-
pine plenty of chances to 
maintain their lead and 
keep the visitors at bay.

This victory marked a 
pivotal moment for Al-
pine’s JV squad, which had 
been searching for their 
first win of the season. 
With solid play on both 
sides of the ball, the Bucks 
showed improvement in 
execution and discipline, 
providing a much-needed 
confidence boost for the 
remainder of the season.

Now sitting at 1-4, the 
Bucks are looking to build 
on this momentum as they 
prepare for their next test. 

They will take on Crane 
tonight at Buck Stadium. 
Kickoff  is scheduled for 5 
p.m., and the Bucks will be 
aiming to carry the energy 
from last Thursday’s vic-
tory into their home fi eld 
once again.

As Alpine continues 
to develop and refine its 
game plan, the team will 
rely on the leadership of 
defensive stalwarts like 
Walker, Olivas, and Adams 
and the off ensive playmak-
ing of Ramirez, Rodriguez, 
Celaya, and Martinez. The 
Bucks hope this victory 
serves as a stepping stone 
toward further success as 
the season progresses.

JV • FROM 9

Sul Ross’ Cameron 
Haumea, a native of 
Hawaii, claimed his 
second win of the 
season on Saturday 
at Sul Ross’ college 
rodeo. Haumea won 
the steer wrestling 
at ENMU College 
Rodeo last weekend 
and then again at 
the S.A.L.E. Arena 
with 8.7 seconds on 
two runs.

Courtesy photo

The Sul Ross State 
University Rodeo team 
held their annual cattle 

drive last Tuesday at 
6 p.m. at the Univer-

sity Mall. This one-of-
a-kind event is held 
annually a few days 
before Sul Ross’ fall 

rodeo starts.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

The ‘Flying Hawaiian’ wins again

Get along, 

little 

doggies

Aramark Campus Dining
is now hiring for the 
following positions:

Night/Weekend Cook

Full time Dishwasher

Pay is based on experience.
Please visit our website to apply!

https://careers.aramark.com/

Questions? Call 432-837-8670

LOOKING
for Full time or part time work?

WE CAN HELP!
We are currently looking to hire MORNING SHIFTS.

6am-2pm or 8am-5pm & 5pm-1am

We can accommodate any schedule you have

• Starting pay - $12.50 per hour

• Closing pay$13.50 per hour

• 5% weekend differential

• Benefits- Health and 401K matching

• Overtime Available 

• Paid Vacation

• College Assistance 

• Flexible schedule

• Uniform provided

• Discounts on meals

Text “mcdworksforme” to 36453
Mcdonalds.com/careers

900 E. Avenue E Alpine Texas

www.mcdonalds.com/careers
https://careers.aramark.com

