
 

This year’s annual 
Sul Ross Ag and Rodeo 
Association reunion is 
scheduled for Friday, 
July 19 through Sunday, 
July 21 with most events 
occurring at the Everett 
E. Turner Range Animal 
Science complex. This 
yearly reunion hosts a 
domino tournament, goat 
roping, team roping, a 
poker tournament, a golf 
tournament, and a barrel 
race, breakaway roping, 
ribbon roping, goat ty-
ing, and pole pending 
competition with pro-
ceeds benefi tting schol-
arships for the Sul Ross 
State University Agri-
culture and Rodeo pro-
grams.

Activities kick off  on 

Friday at 1:30 p.m. with 
the 42 Domino tourna-
ment. The entry fee is 
$50 and the tournament 
is a blind draw. 

At 4 p.m. there will 
be an arena social at the 
SALE Arena followed 
by the goat roping at 6 
p.m. Books for the goat 
roping will open at 5 
p.m. and entry fee is $20 
per man for 2HD/PA1. 
Enter up custom buck-
les will go to the aver-
age winners. Buckles 
will be rewarded to the 
team that entered within 
the fi rst 150 entries or 6 
p.m., whichever comes 
first. If entered after 6 
p.m. or after the fi rst 150 
teams, winners will only 
receive prize money.

Local musician and band di-
rector Chuck Wilson fi rst began 
his career at Alpine ISD in 2002. 
He resigned from Alpine ISD in 
2021 and began teaching at his 
alma mater Sul Ross State Uni-
versity (SRSU) that same year. 
Wilson has now returned to Al-
pine High School as their 2024-
2025 band director.

Wilson’s role at SRSU diff ered 
some from his high school role, 
but he was still heavily involved 
in the music he loved. “While I 
was at Sul Ross, I had the op-
portunity to teach future music 

educators like me. I taught brass 
instrument techniques, music 
composition, individual instru-
mental lessons, as well as being 
able to mentor inexperienced 
directors and directing the Pep 
Bands at SRSU,” Wilson said.

When asked what prompted 
Wilson to come back to Alpine 
ISD, he told the Avalanche that 
throughout his music career, he 
has had the opportunity to work 
with music students from all over 
Texas as well as throughout the 
United States but he said, “That 
experience has been challenging 
and very rewarding, however, the 
students in Alpine hold a special 
place with me because they re-
spect each other, they work hard, 

and the families support their stu-
dents in Alpine.”

Wilson has also had the op-
portunity to work with students 
from the age of six to 90 and says 
the only diff erence is the depth of 

music theory they are able to dis-
cuss together. He says he teaches 
to where each student is so that 
every student can be successful.

Wilson’s goal is to try and 
learn and improve from all of 
his experiences, this includes his 
time at the high school level, the 
university level, as well as oth-
ers. The one thing diff erent about 
his return to AHS is the new 
band hall. “I have not had the 
opportunity to work in that envi-
ronment. The focus of a student-
centered program is not new, 
nor is striving to help students 
be the best they can be in all ar-
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Wilson will once again lead the AHS band

The Alpine Emergen-
cy Services Board held 
its regularly scheduled 
meeting on Tuesday, 
July 16 at 5:30 p.m. 
Vice Chairman Aaron 
Rodriguez conducted 
the meeting after the 
recent loss of Chairman 
Paul Loeffler.

All members of the 
board were present as 
were guest Carla Spen-
cer and Alpine Volun-
teer fireman Alex Mon-
temayor.

After the meeting 
was called to order, 
Rodriguez asked for a 
motion to approve the 
minutes from the pre-
vious meeting. Board 
member Albert Benitez 

AESB 
moves 

forward 
despite 
recent 
loss

Bar-SR-Bar reunion slated for this weekend

One of 56 teams to compete at this year’s Legends golf tournament, Bret Darter and Brian Harper who traveled all the 
way from Austin, line up a putt for a chance to become a Legends champion. Despite some much-needed rain, the two-
day annual tournament concluded as scheduled Sunday evening.
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Todd Griffi  n and Cleat Stephens were the winners of last year’s Exes team 
roping out of 88 teams and were presented with these custom saddles dur-
ing the awards ceremony.
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Joe L. Dutchover

Jose Luis Dutchover, 
Jr. aged 71, passed away 
peacefully at home sur-
rounded by his children 
on July 2 in New Mexico.

Joe was born to Jose 
Luis and Margarita Du-
tchover on December 1, 
1952, in Marfa. He grad-
uated from Fort Davis 
High School in 1972 and 
went on to get a Certifi -
cate in Telecommunica-
tions from Texas A&M 
University. He worked 
for Big Bend Telephone 
in Alpine afterward. Joe 
always had an adventur-
ous nature and followed 
his dream to travel the 

West living in many dif-
ferent states throughout 
his life, Wyoming being 
one of his favorites.

Joe is survived by his 
mother Margarita, sis-
ters Norma and Lorraine 
(Chrispy.) His children, 
Samuel, Eric, Joshua, 
Adam, Vanessa (Cody), 
Joseph, Jennifer (Stacy), 

Deiderich (Tia), and Jes-
sica, as well as 12 grand-
children, and one great-
granddaughter. He was 
preceded in death by his 
father Jose.

Daddy’s last years were 
fi lled with adventure and 
laughter while doing what 
he loved most; spending 
time with his children 
and grandchildren fish-
ing, relaxing on the front 
porch reminiscing about 
the good times, riding his 
Harley, and dancing to his 
favorite country music. 
His life was a testament 
to love, relentlessness, 
and most importantly 
family. You will be great-

ly missed every day until 
we see you again. You 
will always be remem-
bered, our sweet Daddy.

A graveside service will 
be held on July 27 at 1 
p.m. at St. Joseph’s Cem-
etery in Fort Davis.

The family would like 
to sincerely thank Angels 
Care Hospice in Alpine 
as well as Alamogordo 
Home Health and Hos-
pice for their special care. 
The family has entrusted 
their loved on to the care 
of Alamogordo Funeral 
Home. Donations can 
be made in his name to 
Sunshine House, Inc. in 
Alpine.

OBITUARIES

Anita O. Losoya

Anita O. Losoya, born 
on August 28, 1945, in 
Alpine, bid farewell to this 
world on June 6 in Hous-
ton. Anita earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree from 
Sul Ross State University. 
She continued to broaden 
her horizons by enrolling 
in business courses, post-
graduation.

One of Anita’s proudest 
accomplishments was the 
refurbishment of a colo-
nel’s home in Fort Davis. 
Her attention to detail and 
creative fl air breathed new 
life into the historic resi-
dence, leaving a lasting 
mark on the community 
and showcasing her talent 
for restoration.

Beyond her professional 

endeavors, Anita found 

joy in simple pleasures. 

She liked cats and was 

interested in genealogy 

and antiques. Anita’s love 

for reading earned her the 

title of a bookworm, div-

ing into books of all sorts. 

Gardening also held a spe-

cial place in her heart, nur-

turing plants and fl owers 

with care and tenderness.
 Anita is preceded in 

death by her parents Abel 
and Anita Losoya and her 
brother Leonel Losoya.

As Anita embarks on 
her final journey, she 
leaves behind cherished 
memories that will for-
ever be treasured by her 
siblings Lola Rios, Abel 
Losoya, Ruben Losoya, 
Joe Losoya, and several 
nieces and nephews.

Anita O. Losoya will 
be fondly remembered by 
family and friends. May 
she rest in eternal peace.

Services will be held 
for Anita at Our Lady of 
Peace Catholic Church in 
Alpine on July 20 starting 
with visitation at 9 a.m., a 

Rosary at 10 a.m., and a 
Memorial Mass at 10:30 
a.m. Interment is to follow 
at Holy Angels Cemetery.

Services for Anita O. 
Losoya are entrusted to 
Alpine Memorial Funeral 
Home. Condolences may 
be left at www.alpineme-
morialfuneralhome.com.

On July 10, Artwalk Alpine donated a $24,421.62 check which were the pro-
ceeds from the recent music and silent auction fundraisers held for artists who 
lost work in the downtown fi re this past May. Pictured are Artwalk found-
ing members Keri Blackman and John Davis, Executive Director of Artwalk, 
Lance Johnson, president of the Big Bend Arts Council, Jan Moeller, director 
of the Big Bend Gallery, Amanda Calhoun, and member of the Big Bend Gal-
lery and faculty director of the Sul Ross Art Club, Gregory Teagarden. 

Courtesy photo

Young and aspiring thespians work on creating their masks during Sul Ross’ 
summer youth theatre camp. The students are separated into two groups 
during the day with one group working on the art portion while the other 
works on performance dynamics and then they switch places after a short 
break.
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Arts Council gets donation

Costumes make the play at theater camp

Big Bend Regional Hospital District

Medical Enhancement Grants

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT 

A CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD AT 

5:30 P.M. ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2024 REGARDING THE 

FOLLOWING CAPTIONED ITEM:

SPECIAL USE PERMIT 2024-08-01: A SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

APPLICATION ALLOWING THE APPLICANT, MICHELLE 

MINTO, TO PURSUE A RETAIL DEALER’S ON-PREMISE 

LICENSE/PERMIT THROUGH THE TEXAS ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGE COMMISSION FOR ALCOHOL SALES AT THE 

SUBJECT PROPERTY, BOCK BURGER. THE SUBJECT 

PROPERTY IS LOCATED 603 E. AVE E. THE PROPERTY 

OWNER OF RECORD IS SANDRA BAEZA. THE PARCEL ID OF 

THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS 10628. 

THE PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, 

AUGUST 6, 2024, AT 5:30 P.M. IN CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

LOCATED AT 803 WEST HOLLAND AVENUE TO HEAR 

CITIZEN VIEWS AND COMMENTS CONCERNING THE 

PROPOSED APPLICATION. COPIES OF THE PROPOSED 

APPLICATION ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL LOCATED 

AT 100 N. 13TH STREET BETWEEN 8:00 A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. 

AND 1:00 P.M. TO 5:00 P.M. COPIES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE 

BY EMAIL REQUEST TO CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.

COM. QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE OF 

THE CITY SECRETARY AT (432) 837-3301, OPTION 1.

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Richard and Jean Zimmer
Rio Grande Council of Governments

Ronnie Drewery 
Chris and Ellen C. Ruggia 

Norman Wilson
Alex A. Baez

Albert and Kathryn Bork

L.D. and Robbie Burns in memory of Kathleen Olsen

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

www.alpinememorialfuneralhome.com
www.morialfuneralhome.com
www.alpineretirementhomes.com
www.sunshinehousealpine.com
www.bigbendhealth.org


 

The Sul Ross State 
University Homeland 
Security and Criminal 
Justice Department, in 
partnership with the 
University of Scranton-
Pennsylvania, offered a 
Cyber Security and Cy-
ber Crimes Investiga-
tion Camp for area high 
school students in Alpine 
July 9-11.

Through hands-on, ac-
tive learning experiences 
and lessons by both uni-
versity professors and 
professionals working in 
the fi eld of cyber intelli-
gence and cyber security, 
13 students from Alpine, 
Fort Davis, Marfa, Del 
Rio, Presidio, Terlingua, 
and students from Scran-
ton schools, with whom 
the Alpine campers col-
laborated, had a unique 
opportunity to explore 
possible career paths in 
this emerging, dynamic 
and in-demand sector.

During the training, 
students learned about 
the basics of cybersecuri-
ty, cybercrimes and pro-
files of cybercriminals, 
cyberlaw, cybercrime 
investigations, crypto-
currency investigations, 
artifi cial intelligence in-
vestigations, and deep-
fake detection.

The curriculum includ-
ed lectures, hands-on ex-

ercises, case discussions, 
a tour of SRSU’s data 
center, computer simu-
lations, and a capture-
the-flag competition. 
Classes were taught in 
Digital Forensics and 
Cybersecurity Lab. The 
group “Blue Gatorade,” 
consisting of Sul Ross 
campers Bowen Corbin 

(Fort Davis), Zachary 
Noll (Big Bend), and 
Edgar Reyes (Del Rio), 
won third place among 
15 groups from the Uni-
versity of Scranton and 
SRSU competing in the 
capture-the-fl ag compe-
tition on the last day of 
the camp.

In addition to instruc-

tors from Sul Ross, the 
University of Scranton, 
the University of Miami 
and Boston University, 
staff  from the SRSU OIT 
offi  ce and the Alpine FBI 
offi  ce also participated as 
instructors in the camp.

For more information, 
email oguzhan.basi-
buyuk@sulross.edu.
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Hospitality school announces no-cost training
Area learners aged 16 

through adult will now be 
able to gain professional 
hospitality training at no 
cost, thanks to the gener-
osity of foundations, do-
nors, and area businesses 
who have provided sig-
nifi cant fi nancial support 
to the Mountain View 
Hospitality Academy.

“We are so excited 
to make this announce-
ment!” said Jeanine 
Bishop, Director of the 
Academy and Co-Found-
er of Mobile Comunidad, 
the nonprofit organiza-
tion that developed the 
program. “We knew we 
would be able to offer 
professional develop-
ment to those seeking a 
career path in hospitality 
and tourism at an aff ord-
able price, but we didn’t 
anticipate this turn of 
events which has result-
ed in a no-cost model for 
learners.”

The Academy hosted 
an open house in a meet-
and-greet format for area 
employers, prospective 
learners, and the commu-
nity-at-large at the Lodge 
on Monday, July 15 from 
4 to 6 p.m. Additional 
instructors are also be-
ing sought for immediate 
hire. Training is provided 
for these flexible posi-
tions that start at $25 per 
hour compensation.

Bishop said that af-
ter about six weeks of 

training, those graduat-
ing from the Fort Davis-
based Academy will be 
ideally placed to imme-
diately gain career-path 
positions with local, 
regional, national, and 
even international em-
ployers, noting that hos-
pitality skills are some 
of the most portable a 
learner can obtain.

According to the 
Census and other data 
sources, hospitality and 
tourism are the main 
economic sectors of the 
Big Bend and TransPe-
cos Region. “There has 
long been a disconnect 
between the available 
workforce and the em-
ployers in need of staff -
ing in this industry,” 
Bishop said. She added 
that the Academy is 
working with both sides 
of the equation, learn-
ers, and hospitality busi-
nesses, to fi ll well-paying 
job opportunities with 
professionally educated 
workers.

The Academy includes 
partnerships with the 
London-based education 
nonprofi t, Saira Hospi-
tality and the eCornell 
Program of Cornell Uni-
versity, a recognized 
leader in hospitality edu-
cation. Graduates of the 
Academy will receive 
certificates from eCor-
nell, as well as guaran-
teed job interviews with 

the partnering hospital-
ity employers of the re-
gion.

It is estimated that at 
least 100 job openings 
will be available by the 
end of the year in the area 
of Jeff  Davis, Brewster, 
and Presidio Counties, 
with existing, expand-
ing, and new hospitality 
properties, Bishop noted.

The Academy is based 
at Mountain View Lodge 
and Cafe at 501 SH-118 
in Fort Davis and will 
include opportunities 
for hands-on experi-
ence at that commercial 
operation. Laptops and 
tablets will be provided 
for learners who do not 
have their own. Classes 
will be presented in a hy-
brid mix of in-person and 
digital courses, facilitat-
ed and supplemented by 
local guest speakers with 
experience in hotels, 
motels, restaurants, bars, 
campgrounds, and other 
related businesses.

Learners wishing to 
participate in the Acade-
my’s fi rst session should 
visit the Academy pro-
gram section of the web-
site mobilecomunidad.
org to complete the inter-
est form. A high school 
diploma is not required 
to attend the courses.

Mobile Comunidad is 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit or-
ganization that aims to 
provide accessibility to 

healthy food, technol-
ogy, literacy, healthcare, 
and economic stabil-
ity through community 
engagement, and col-
laborative partnerships. 
Donations to the organi-
zation or the Academy 
can be made by visiting 
the donate section of the 
mobilecomunidad.org 
website.

Sul Ross hosts hands-on cyber camp

Campers were presented with a certifi cate of completion by Dr. Oguzhan 
Basibuyuk, professor and chair of the Department of Homeland Security 
and Criminal Justice.

Courtesy photo

Alpine Police Sergeant Valerie Kettani breaks 
in her new K-9 partner “Prada” after their cer-
tifi cation with JIREH K-9, who also donated 
“Prada” to the Alpine Police Department.

Courtesy photo

Breaking in a new partner
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 Opinions
ONLINE POLL

Thank you

My husband and I volun-

teer at the Alpine Animal 

Shelter, which allows us 

to observe the work of the 

compassionate staff who 

care for the shelter animals 

and rescue other animals in 

our community. The shel-

ter is often short-staffed, 
and the staff overworked, 
but they do an amazing 
job of keeping the facili-
ties spotless; the animals 
fed, watered, and healthy; 
and providing opportunities 
for the animals to socialize 
with others. Staff  are often 
called away to retrieve hurt, 

lost, or abandoned animals. 
Many of these animals are 
taken to local veterinarians 
for treatment and later ad-
opted or reunited with their 
owners. My husband and I 
wish to thank all of the Ani-
mal Services staff  for their 
critical work in caring for 
animals in our community 

and the compassion they 

show to them. Please thank 

them when you see them in 

town and consider volun-

teering at the shelter. The 

dogs and cats would love to 

walk or play with you!

Carolyn Rose

Alpine, Texas

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHICH OF THESE 
IS YOUR FAVORITE 
CONDIMENT?

RESULTS

KETCHUP

21% 

MAYONNAISE

9% 

MUSTARD

24% 

BBQ SAUCE

12% 

SALSA/HOT SAUCE

35%

Total votes: 34

Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.

STAFF

J.T. Maroney

Publisher

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

Kara Gerbert

Managing Editor

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

Shelley Maroney

Offi  ce Manager

shelley.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

432-837-3334

www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Facebook: Alpine Avalanche

ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is 

published every Thursday morning at 

704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. 

Periodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-

pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff 

Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per 

year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the 

character, standing or reputation of 

any person, firm or corporation will 

be corrected when such occurs in this 

newspaper and is brought to the pub-

lisher’s attention.

Which of these is your 

favorite condiment?

- Ketchup

- Mayonnaise

- Mustard

- BBQ Sauce

- Salsa/Hot Sauce

 “The trouble with our 
praying is, we just do it as a 
means of last resort.” 

— Will Rogers (1879 - 
1935) American vaudeville 
performer, actor, and hu-
morous social commentator.

“More old coff ee drinkers 
solving the world’s problems, 
and more prayer. That’s what 
this country needs.” Record 
that as the offi  cial declaration 
of one seasoned group of ag-
ing caff eine consumers. The 
one in which I hold charter 
member status. 

That need intensified last 
weekend for a country already 
severely in need of more time 
on its knees. Moving one step 
deeper into the abyss of dis-
cord, miscommunication, and 
intolerance for diff ering opin-
ions. And coming at a time 
when we thought things could 
not get any worse before an-
other misguided soul stepped 
into the limelight and proved 
us wrong.

“We need to get this once-
strong nation back into pews. 
Where preachers remind us, 
that prayer is needed,” touted 
one of the coff ee faithful. “Be-
fore it’s truly a last resort.”

“Some of that “ol’ time re-
ligion,” another concluded. 
“Preachers that preach the 
Bible.”

“Anyone besides me ever 
tried that,” I jumped into the 
fray. “Preaching a sermon?”

Everything got quiet. All 
eyes turned in my direction. It 

occurred to me that 
maybe I should have 
just taken another 
sip of hot coffee 
and added another 
“amen.”

“Well,” I quickly 
tried to recover. “It 
just so happened 
that the preacher at 
the small country 
church where I was a member 
needed to be gone one Sun-
day. He asked if one warm 
body wanted to step forward 
and fi ll the pulpit in his ab-
sence, and everyone else 
stepped backward. That’s how 
it happened that I was ‘called.’ 
Not by the spirit, but by de-
fault.”

With the best message 
I could cobble together, I 
stepped to the pulpit the fol-
lowing Sunday morning and 
placed one hand on each side 
of the podium. Not to look 
authoritative or anything like 
that, you understand. It was to 
keep my hands from shaking 
and my knees from folding.

Recalling an associate 
preacher at a large church in 
Abilene many years ago, I be-
gan by borrowing one of his 
lines. “I am not the regular 
minister. The regular minister 
is out of town this morning, 
which makes me the irregular 
minister.”

I chuckled, remembering 
how his comment made peo-
ple laugh—unlike the rows 
of blank stares I received 
when I tried it. So, still hang-

ing on for dear life, 
I jumped off into 
my notes. Which 
were more personal 
stories than book, 
chapter, and verse. 

I’ve always ad-
mired preachers 
who can blend per-
sonal experience 
with scripture to de-

liver a message with person-
alization and meaning. Often, 
small-town country preachers, 
are adept at imparting earthly 
wisdom backed by the word.

Like the elderly East Texas 
preacher, I knew who sug-
gested that it was good for 
the soul to spend 30 minutes 
exercising, “taking care of 
our earthly bodies.” He fol-
lowed his own teaching, too. 
Exercised himself, he did. By 
walking several miles, a day. 
Usually with a cane pole over 
his shoulder. While the minis-
ter swore his walks were “for 
his health,” we noticed that he 
generally walked in the direc-
tion of a fi shing hole.

Perhaps the old preacher’s 
best suggestion, however, was 
to “make two or three good 
friends among the old folks 
while you’re still young.” I al-
ways wondered, though, why 
most of the advice for young 
men comes along after we’ve 
passed that point in life when 
our obituary will no longer 
contain the word “untimely.”

Last week’s coffee shop 
conversation about prayers 
and preachers also reminded 

me of my daughter, Robin. 
Some years ago, she called 
me with a sampling of “down 
to earth” views on churchgo-
ing gathered from bulletins 
and signs.

“One preacher up in Ten-
nessee,” she chuckled, “said 
if a church wants a better 
preacher, it can get one by 
praying for the one it has. 
Another,” she added, “said 
some church members who 
are singing ‘Standing On the 
Promises’ are merely sitting 
on the premises.” Another 
was advice sorely needed to-
day. “We were called to be 
witnesses, not lawyers and 
judges.”

But the best might have 
been an Ohio minister who 
shared how “I turn my trou-
bles over to God every eve-
ning. He’s going to be up all 
night anyway.”

When all the coffee was 
gone and all the issues suf-
fi ciently solved for one day, 
our coff ee drinkers club ad-
journed for the day. Resolved 
in agreement as to how one 
thing might, in fact, be the 
best sign of the need for more 
prayer. Before it really be-
comes our last resort.

That is thinking that things 
just can’t get any worse be-
fore sitting down to watch the 
nightly news.

— Contact Leon Aldridge 
at leonaldridge@gmail.com. 
Other Aldridge columns are 
archived at leonaldridge.com

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

The real reason we need more prayer

Climatologists at Yale 
University have described 
climate change in Texas 
as a battle between the 
“Haves and the  Have 
Nots.” To the south, with 
the Gulf of Mexico warm-
ing, “huge influxes of 
moisture” are bringing 
more rain and flooding. 
However, the dry desert air 
in the West is producing 
droughts with much less 
moisture. Mexico is expe-
riencing a severe, ongoing 
drought that, according to 
the National Weather Ser-
vice, could be partly re-
sponsible for the drought 
experienced here in Jeff 
Davis County. Our drought 
persists, with half of the 
county suffering from se-
vere drought, and the other 
half from extreme drought. 

( S e e  h t t p s : / / w w w.
drought.gov/states/texas/
county/jeff%20davis)

Noted scientists at the 

Borderlands Re-
search Institute’s 
2024 Water in the 
Desert Conference 
have predicted an 
annual  decrease 
in rain in the Big 
Bend with direct 
impacts on our wa-
ter supplies. With-
out big conserva-
tion efforts, many 
regional aquifers could be 
depleted in future years.  
While acknowledging the 
need for changes in how 
we use our water, each of 
us can be a responsible 
part of the conservation 
solutions.

What We Can Do: We 
should take water conser-
vation seriously and help 
with local conservation ef-
forts. With regional towns 
and counties leading the 
way, we could start with 
what “the settlers used to 
do” -- catch rainwater in 

our  tanks and 
cisterns for out-
door and home 
uses. We could 
require (or rec-
o m m e n d )  t h e 
use of low flush 
toilets; plant na-
tive plants, cacti, 
and drought tol-
erant trees, with 
rocks and stone 

for landscaping; use buf-
falo grass that greens out 
with the rain and goes dor-
mant when none appears. 
New construction designs 
could use gray water for 
outdoor needs. All these 
options would extend our 
water supplies. They could 
become part of a permit-
ting process for construc-
tion or, as a start, offered 
as recommended options 
with new permits. 

As the changing climate 
brings new challenges 
to people, it also brings 

challenges for wildlife, 
including our 500 native 
bird species. Borderlands 
Research Insti tute and 
Trans-Pecos Bird Conser-
vation (TBC) have writ-
ten booklets on “Water for 
Wildlife” that are available 
online. TBC has placed a 
very helpful guide on wa-
ter conservation at area 
libraries: “Rainwater Har-
vesting for Drylands and 
Beyond” by Brad Lancast-
er. This publication pro-
vides details about what 
landowners can do to har-
vest rainwater to benefit 
people and wildlife.

Us ing  these  read i ly 
available tools, and with 
new conservation efforts 
and planning and involve-
ment by county and com-
munity leaders, we citizens 
can practice water conser-
vation, and hopefully live 
in this beautiful region for 
many years to come.

Climate change within the Big Bend

MADGE LINDSAY

Guest Columnist

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.drought.gov/states/texas
www.leonaldridge.com
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Send your community events to 
kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.
com

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 18 Alpine Public Li-
brary, 9:30 a.m. Toddler Time, 6 
p.m. Zumba

July 18 Walking Club, 4:30 
p.m. at the Gallego Center

July 18 Evie Dorsey, 7 p.m. 
music at The Ritchie

July 18 Chess Club, 7 p.m. at 
the Sul Ross University Center

July 19 Alpine Public Li-
brary, 9:30 a.m. yarn art and 
coffee, 10 a.m. Tinkercad Open 
Lab.

July 19 David Forsyth, 7 
p.m. music at The Ritchie

July 19 Sul Ross ANRS Exes,
1:30 p.m. activities begin with 
the domino tournament, fol-
lowed by the Arena social at 4 
p.m., and goat roping fundraiser 
at 6 p.m.

July 20 Sul Ross ANRS Exes,
9 a.m. activities begin with 
the alumni roping, followed by 
the business meeting at noon, 

an open roping at 1 p.m., and 
at 1:30 a poker tournament at 
the Rio Raton Card Room, and 
awards and silent auction from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Museum of 
the Big Bend.

July 20 Huston Sonhouse, 6 
p.m. music at The Ritchie

July 21 Sul Ross ANRS Exes,
9 a.m. golf tournament at Alpine 
Country Club and 9 a.m. barrel 
racing, breakaway roping, rib-
bon roping, goat tying and pole 
bending at the SALE Arena. A 
farewell reception begins at 4 

p.m. at Skelton’s Runway.
July 23-August 2 (Tues-

days) Summer Reading Pro-
gram, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Alpine 
Public Library for ages 6-12. 
Each session begins with 30 min-
utes of playful exercise followed 
by a popsicle break followed by 
themed reading and activities.

July 24-27 Viva Big Bend
July 27 Kaleena Ramos Me-

morial Golf Scramble, Three-
person scramble with tee times 
at 8 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Prizes, 
50/50 raffl  e, silent auction, and 
food served all day. Proceeds 
benefit the Kaleena Ramos Sul 
Ross scholarship.

August 9-10 Big Bend 
Ranch Rodeo

August 10 CDRI BBQ and 
Fundraiser, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Chihuahuan Desert Nature 
Center.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 E. 
Lockhart Ave. Schedules are avail-
able on the front door. For more 
information, call 915-562-4081 or 

aa-intergroup.org.  
Alpine Lions Club meeting,

noon Tuesdays at the BBT conference 
room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second Mon-
day each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave. Dinner provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary meet-
ing, 4 p.m., third Monday each 
month, Legion Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross 
Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine City 
Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 101 W. 
Ave E. Weekly running club to walk/
run 1-3 miles. Meet at the Amigo 
garage and finish at Amigo. Call 
432-837-4012 for more information.

Big Bend Amateur Radio Club 
meeting, 7 p.m., second Tuesday 
each month, Frontier Masonic Lodge 
#766, 2300 Highway 118 North.

Big Bend Community Chorale 
rehearsals on Monday evenings at 
6 p.m. in the Sul Ross Fine Arts Build-
ing, Room 200. All are welcome, 
but fi rst contact Andrew Alegria at 
Andrew.alegria@sulross.edu, call 
432-837-8216, or visit bbcchorale.
wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine 

Public Library by appointment only, 

805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public 

Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-

2621 to make an appointment.  

Exercise Classes, at Sunshine 

House, 402 E. Holland Ave. Tues-

days-yoga and balance, Thursdays-

strength and conditioning. 10:30 

a.m. to 11 a.m. Free to all. Contact 

Cindy at 512-423-2409 for more 

details.

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public 

Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-

2621 to make an appointment.  

Hike with Homeless Dogs,

9 a.m. to 10 a.m. every Thursday 

at the Davis Mountains State Park 

Interpretive Center in collaboration 

with Grand Companions. For more 

information contact Charlie Ewing 

at 432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, noon 

to 1 p.m., fi rst and third Wednesdays 

at the American Legion.  

Late Night Game Night, 9 p.m. 

to 11 p.m. every Thursday night at 

Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

Meet baby Zip. This 
adorable tuxedo kitten 
came into the shelter 
with his two siblings 
and was a little shy at 
first but has learned to 
snuggle and accept love. 
From what we hear, he 
is a young gymnast and 
can roll and tumble with 
the best of them!

Tuxedo cats are called 
that due to their elegant 
black and white mark-
ings, although they can 
be any breed and their 
coats can be short, shag-
gy, long or silky.

Some people think 
they are more intel-
ligent than other cats. 
William Shakespeare, 
Beethoven, and Sir Isaac 
Newton are all reputed 
to have been tuxie own-
ers. Who knows the lev-
el of artistic and scien-
tifi c advancement these 
kitties inspired? Let Zip 
inspire you!

Please spay and neuter 
your pets and keep them 
responsibly contained in 
your environment.

Consider volunteer-
ing to walk dogs or give 
play time to the puppies 
or cats at the shelter. 
Call 432-837-2532 to 
donate, foster, or volun-
teer.

Join us for Yappy 
Hour at Alcove Social 
(the Old Saddle Club) 
on Tuesday, July 30, 
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
We receive a percentage 
of the proceeds.

Pet promotions are 
courtesy of the Alpine 
Humane Society. Al-
pine Animal Services 
handles pet adoptions at 
the city shelter, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 6 
p.m., seven days a week 
at 2900 E. Old Mara-
thon Highway. For in-
formation about shelter 
pet adoptions, cremation 
services, or lost/found 
pets, call the shelter at 
432-837-9030. If you 
find a stray or injured 
pet, call the Alpine Po-
lice Department at 432-
837-3486 to dispatch an 
Animal Control Offi  cer.

PET OF THE WEEK

What was the 
last great book 

you read?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Julie Green : It 
was “Edge of the 
Crazies” by Jamie 

Harrison.

David Busey : � e 
last one I read was 
“� e Obstacle is 

the Way” by Ryan 
Holiday

Val Salas Ibarra:
� e last great 

book I read was 
“Like Water for 

Chocolate” by Laura 
Esquivel

Woodrow 
Pinkerton: � e last 

great book I read 
was the Bible.

Robert Kerner : � e 
last one I read was 
“� e Return of the 
Gods” by Jonathan 

Cahn

Everyone’s looking 

for something.

Find what you need 

in the Avalanche 

Classifieds.

Advertisement and Invitation for Bids

The City of Alpine will receive bids for the Wastewater Treatment 

Plant Improvements project until 4:00 PM on August 15, 2024 

at 100 N. 13th St., Alpine, TX 79830. The bids will be publicly 

opened and read aloud at 4:00 PM on August 15, 2024 at 100 N. 

13th St., Alpine, TX 79830.

Bids are invited for several items and quantities of work as follows:

and electrical equipment and concrete repairs are included for 

concrete ramp, runners, and walls repairs are included in the scope 

for the sludge drying beds.

Bid/Contract Documents, including Drawings and Technical 

79606.

Copies of the Bid/Contract Documents must be ordered online at 

www.jacobmartin.com. Orders for Bid/Contract Documents may 

include hard copies for pick up, mail out, or digital download via 

www.jacobmartin.com

for Digital Download. Contractors must purchase a set of Bid/

a registered plan holder eligible to bid the project.

A bid bond in the amount of 5 percent of the bid issued by an 

acceptable surety shall be submitted with each bid [for those 

payable to the City of Alpine or negotiable U.S. Government 

Bonds (as par value) may be submitted in lieu of the Bid Bond.

Federal and State laws and regulations. Attention is called to the 

fact that not less than, the federally determined prevailing (Davis-

In addition, the successful bidder must ensure that employees and 

applicants for employment are not discriminated against because 

or national origin.  Adherence to the grant recipient’s Section 3 

Policy is required for all contracts and subcontracts. 

SAM.gov registration is required to Bid. All contractors/

subcontractors that are debarred, suspended, or otherwise 

programs may not undertake any activity in part or in full under 

to the award.  Minority Business Enterprises, Small Business 

Enterprises, and Women Business Enterprises, and Historically 

The City of Alpine reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to 

waive any informalities in the bidding. Bids may be held by City 

of Alpine

bid opening for the purpose of reviewing the bids and investigating 

to be considered complete and responsive.

This project is being supported, in whole or in part, by federal 

award, to City of Alpine by the U.S. Department of the Treasury. 

The City of Alpine is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

City of Alpine        Catherine Eaves, Mayor        July 18th and 25th, 2024

In what activities did 
you participate in high 
school?
The activities I participated 
in included volleyball, 
band, powerlifting, track, 
softball, Academic UIL, 
student council, athletic 
leadership council, student 
advisory committee, and 
National Honor Society.

Who was your favorite 
teacher/coach, and why?
My favorite (former coach) 
was Mr. Vickers. He was 
always doing whatever 
he could to make sure we 
succeeded and could always 
make us laugh no matter 

the situation.

What was your favorite 
moment in the last four 
years?
My favorite moment of the 
last four years was when we 
were on a powerlifting trip 
and Sarah suggested we 
play “Tony Llanez.”

What are your plans 
after high school?
I hope to attend Angelo 
State University. I am 
undecided on a major 
for now, but I plan to 
work toward being in law 
enforcement after I get a 
degree.
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made the motion to approve 
and a second was made by 
Stacey Wood. The motion 
passed unanimously.

Next on the agenda were 
reports from the board mem-
bers. Board secretary Rusty 
Moore did not have a report 
but did comment, saying 
“With the loss of Paul, I just 
would like to continue mov-
ing in a forward direction 
with this board. I would like 
to ask that we focus on the 
future, as that is what Paul 
would want.”

The next report was on the 
financials by board treasurer 
Stacey Wood. Wood told the 
board that their bank balance 
was healthy and that it was 
sitting at $58,908.13 before 
the costs of fire calls and 
training from June.

Vice Chairman Rodriguez 
told the new fire chief James 
Etchison that if there were 
any purchase orders need-
ed to go ahead and request 
those, and that the board 
would take care of them. Ro-
driguez also said to give him 
a call if anything was needed 
and they would work to see 
that it was taken care of.

Next on the agenda was 
the report from the AVFD of-
ficers, in which Chief Etchi-

son had a lengthy report that 
covered multiple agenda 
items. Etchison provided the 
board with the payroll for 
June and told the board that 
going forward, new recruits 
would have to attend meet-
ings for at least a month be-
fore any pay was received. 
“Those members on that list 
that are highlighted in yel-
low are on a probationary 
status. They have not been 
voted into the department. 
Going forward, anyone on a 
probationary status will be 
there for at least a month. I 
want to make sure that they 
are truly interested in being 
a part of the department and 
that they want to become an 
asset to the community be-
fore they receive any type 
of monetary compensation,” 
Etchison said.

Etchison also presented to 
the board a welcome packet 
he had created for new mem-
bers and what was required 
of them as well as what the 
department was about. He 
also noted that on the pay-
roll sheet he presented for 
the month of June, former 
AVFD member David Neet, 
who is currently charged 
with multiple counts of ar-
son for brush fires spanning 
more than a year, was listed 
in red. “He was to be paid 
$110, but since his incarcer-

ation and the fact you can’t 
receive money while in jail, 
he will not be paid,” Etchi-
son stated.

In other news from Etchi-
son, he noted that there were 
multiple calls for a lift assist 
from a location that the de-
partment receives multiple 
calls from on a regular basis. 
He told the board that the de-
partment did not respond to 
all of the calls because, for 
many of them, the person 
refused local transport. He 
said that only two crewmen 
would be and are being sent 
to respond to this address 
going forward.

Etchison also reported 
to the board that there had 
been a strange flare-up at the 
Judy’s Bread and Breakfast 
location recently, where ap-
parently a part of the struc-
ture that had been buried 
in the debris had received 
just enough oxygen to get 
it started again. This was 
quickly extinguished.

In response to recent brush 
fires, Etchison said that there 
had been no brush fires since 
Neet was incarcerated. “He 
happened to be out of town 
on July 4, but when he re-
turned on July 5 there was 
another brush fire, and that 
is when authorities were able 
to catch him,” Etchison said.

Further information from 

Etchison included informa-
tion about recent fire school 
training that he and other 
members of the department 
were involved in, repairs for 
some of the vehicles that 
were still needed and re-
quired a specialty company 
to perform, and he submit-
ted the invoice for the de-
linquent purchase order to 
Motorolla for radios that 
were received in 2022 but 
that were not paid for. “I was 
able to track down the pur-
chase order, and while the 
county received an estimate, 
they never received an actual 
invoice, so it was never paid. 
Now there is an invoice so 
this can be taken care of,” 
added Etchison. He also told 
the board that he and his new 
lieutenant Alex Montemayor 
had submitted six grant ap-
plications for everything 
from equipment to vehicle 
grants, and promotional ma-
terials. Thus far they have 
been approved for one of the 
six grants in the amount of 
$6,000 for recruitment pur-
poses for which they would 
like to purchase materials 
such as banners and perhaps 
a nice tent and plan to work 
on promoting a junior fire-
fighter program.

Next on the agenda was 
a short discussion about 
the closed account from the 

AVFD. Etchison had tracked 
down bank statements and 
other paperwork and told 
board treasurer Stacey Wood 
that he would scan them and 
get those to her.

Rodriguez then made a 
motion to approve the June 
calls, drills, and stipends for 
the department. The motion 
was seconded by Benitez 
and the board approved them 
unanimously.

Finally, a brief discussion 
about the replacement of the 
two vacant seats on the board 
ensued. Both seats were to 
be appointed by Brewster 
County, and board secretary 
Moore discussed that he be-
lieved that Brewster Coun-
ty Judge Greg Henington 
would take into consider-
ation the board’s suggestions 
for the vacancies and allow 
the board to vote them on 
to the board. Meeting guest 
Carla Spencer was one of 
the suggestions Moore had 
to fill one of the vacancies.

Moore then told the board 
that he was requesting an ex-
ecutive session. Before the 
executive session was en-
tered into, the board then set 
the next meeting to be held 
on August 22 at 5:30 p.m. 
and then moved into the ex-
ecutive session at 7:13 p.m.

Check outCheck out www.stocktonford.com www.stocktonford.com for our inventory. for our inventory. 
If it’s not on our lot we can order it or find it for you!If it’s not on our lot we can order it or find it for you!

Stockton Ford 
2300 W. DICKINSON BLVD.

FORT STOCKTON
432-336-3351 • 800-300-2713 

SUMMER SALES
EVENT IS �!

2024 FORD F-150 4X4 SUPERCREW LARIAT
3.5 L V-6 with FX4 Package and much more!
Stock #24145T, 

MSRP $70,005

*Summer Sales Event Cash Back - $900!
*0% APR for 36 months
2.9% APR for 48 months
3.9% APR for 60 months
4.9 APR for 72 months

2024 FORD F-150 4X4 SUPERCREW XLT
5.0 L V-8 with FX4 package and much more!

Stock #24155T, 

MSRP $59,735

Retail Bonus - $1000!
*Summer Sales Event Cash Back - $900!

*0% APR for 36 months
2.9% APR for 48 months
3.9% APR for 60 months

4.9 APR for 72 months

2024 FORD F-250 4X4 CREW CAB LARIAT
6.7 Diesel, Sport Appearance Package and much more!
Stock #24148T, 

MSRP $82,145

g

2024 FORD F-250 4X4 CREW CAB XLT
6.7 L Diesel, Lariat Ultimate 

Package and much more!
Stock #24159T, 

MSRP $85,560

*WITH APPROVED CREDIT THROUGH FORD MOTOR CREDIT COMPANY

JUST ARRIVED!JUST ARRIVED!

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

eas. I’m also cognizant of 
the parent’s goals as well as 
the district-wide goals that 
will still be a part of the pro-
gram. My plan is to contin-
ue to build on success and 
use some of the equipment 
that is new to the program,” 
stated Wilson.

Wilson says there will be 
a lot of energy and enthu-
siasm going into this year 
and that the fi rst step to get-
ting the fall marching sea-
son going and ready for the 
UIL competition is to see 
where the students are and 
perform to their strengths 
all while improving in other 
areas.

While Wilson is unable to 
tell exactly how each section 
of the band is looking going 
into this school year, he rec-
ognizes that there are some 
strong musicians in the dif-
ferent areas of the band. 
“Based on the results from 
the solo and ensemble con-
test, we have some strong 
musicians in both brass and 
woodwinds. We will all be-
gin working together begin-
ning July 22 at 10 a.m. and 
then I’ll work with the color 
guard at 2 p.m. I will have a 
better understanding of our 
strengths and what areas 
need a little work after this,” 
said Wilson.

With the success of the 
middle school band under 
the direction of Ms. Azar, 
Wilson says the push for 
continued growth from the 
middle school students will 
only add to the high school 
program. “The benefit of 
having Alpine as my home 
has allowed me to keep up 
with the success of the mid-
dle school band and their 
program, as well as the high 
school program,” he added.

“Alpine has some of the 
best kiddos in the world, 
and I am honored to have 
the opportunity to work 
with them again.”

WILSON • FROM 1

AESB • FROM 1

God Bless America

REUNION • FROM 1

Saturday’s events kick 
off at 9 a.m. with the 
Alumni roping at the 
SALE Arena. Books will 
open at 8 a.m. and the 
draw will be at 9 a.m. 
Competitors must be a 
graduate to enter. Enter 
one draw four, enter the 
open and draw all five. 
Entry fee is $300 per man 
or woman (4HD/PA1), 
and a custom trophy 

saddle will be awarded 
to the average winners 
and custom buckles to 
the reserve champions. 
At noon, the exes asso-
ciation will have their 
business meeting at the 
Range Animal Science 
building followed by 
the #10 open roping at 
the SALE Arena. Books 
open at 1 p.m. with the 
draw at 2 p.m. Enter one 
draw or three or enter 
open and draw all four. 
Entry fee is $300 per 

man or woman (3HD/
PA1). Entries into the 
open roping are open to 
anyone and capped at #6. 
Ropers must have a cur-
rent Global Classifi cation 
Card to win money and 
prizes. If the winners do 
not have current cards, 
the prize money will go 
to the next team or be do-
nated back to the schol-
arship fund. Buckles will 
be awarded to the aver-
age winners as well as 
the family incentive win-

ners. Family incentive 
requirements are that one 
team member must be a 
graduate and the other 
must be an immediate 
family member such as 
a parent or sibling of the 
graduate.

For those not wishing 
to enter the open roping, 
a poker tournament will 
be held at the Rio Raton 
Card Room at 2305 FM 
1705 beginning at 1:30 
p.m.

A silent auction and 

awards ceremony will 
be held later that evening 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 
the Museum of the Big 
Bend.

Sunday morning ac-
tivities begin at 9 a.m. 
with the annual golf 
tournament at the Alpine 
Country Club. The barrel 
race, breakaway roping, 
ribbon roping, goat tying, 
and pole bending compe-
titions coincide with the 
golf tournament. Exhibi-
tions begin at 9 a.m. and 

are $10 a run. The open 

4D and Youth 3D begin 

at 11 a.m. Entry fees for 

the open are $80 for two 

entries; for the youth, 

it is $40 for two entries 

on two head. This takes 

place at the SALE Arena.

The weekend closes 

out with a farewell recep-

tion at Skelton’s Runway.

For more informa-

tion visit their website at 

www.sulrossexes.org or 

call 432-234-8252
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Dear Neil: How can 
I eliminate crabgrass 
in my lawn? I’ve had a 
small patch of it in the 
past, but this year it is 
rampant. Why would 
there be so much now?

Crabgrass is an annual 
grassy weed. It germi-
nates in early spring, 
grows, and begins pro-
ducing seed by early 
summer, and it continues 
growing and reseeding 
until frost. Just to be sure 
we’re talking about the 
same grass; it is light to 
medium green in color. 
It produces short run-
ners 8-12 inches long. 
The seed heads are borne 
above the grass, and they 
somewhat resemble he-
licopter rotors. If that’s 
what you’re seeing, it has 
probably taken hold in 
bare spots left over after 
droughts the past couple 
of summers. There is 
nothing you can apply 
now to kill the existing 
crabgrass without killing 
your lawn grass as well. 
You’ll need to prevent 
its germination next year 

by applying pre-emer-
gent herbicide granules 
(Halts, Balan, or Dimen-
sion) a week or so before 
your average last killing 
freeze date and again 
three months later.

Dear Neil: A year 
before my father died, 
he gave me a mulber-
ry tree seedling from 
Georgia. My mother 
made a heavenly jam 
from its parent tree. 
My tree is now eight 
years old and has never 
produced a single fruit. 
Will it ever do so? It has 
grown well, but I am so 
hopeful to have fruit.

Be patient. It’s not un-

common for fruit trees 
that have been grown 
from seed to take that 
long to start producing. 
They invest most of their 
early years simply in 
growing to their mature 
size and form. Mulber-
ries are just a bit odd in 
the way they produce 
their male and female 
flowers, but one of the 
next several springs will 
probably start produc-
ing, and it will never stop 
again. I have yet to see a 
seedling mulberry tree 
that didn’t eventually 

have thousands of fruit. 
Of course, it will grow 
best in full or nearly full 
sunlight. Hopefully, it 
has that.

Dear Neil: When do 
we trim oleanders? 
Mine have gotten really 
leggy. The past winter’s 
cold damaged them, 
too.

Immediately af ter 
their main late spring 
bloom. It’s not too late, 
but you’ll want to do so 
immediately. Do as little 
pruning as you can to 
lessen the chance of soft 

new growth and subse-
quent freeze damage. 
If there are dead shoots 
from the freeze like 
there were after Febru-
ary 2021, those can be 
removed immediately.

Dear Neil: Should I 

freeze the seed from a 

really good peach be-

fore I plant it? Someone 

told me that I would get 

better results that way.

First and foremost, re-
member that most fruit 
crops will not “come 
true” from a seed that 

you plant. It’s just the 
same with us – we are 
not genetically the same 
as either of our parents. 
Hybridizers plant tens of 
thousands of seeds to fi nd 
the one good seedling to 
name and introduce. If 
you want a quality peach, 
fi nd out what variety you 
bought and buy a young 
tree that has already been 
grafted to be that variety. 
However, to answer your 
question, you do not have 
to freeze the seed to get it 
to germinate.

Thursday, July 18, 2024  Alpine Avalanche  Page 7

LOOKING BACKEST 1891
S������ �	� B�� B��
 

��
 D���� M
������� C
�����

Alpine Avalanche

Pre-emergent at the right time the only way to eliminate crabgrass

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

Photos courtesy of the Archives of the Big Bend at the Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library

July 12, 1946

The Alpine Cowboys face off  against Chihuahua 
City, one of the premier baseball clubs in Mexico 
for a three-game series. This is a special match-
up to be held at Kokernot Field here in Alpine.

July 12, 1946

Mr. J.T. Bell, formerly from 
Cotulla will assume his new 
position as an instructor of 

Agriculture and College Herds-
man on September 1. Bell is part 
of the expansion of the Depart-

ment of Agriculture that is being 
undertaken to meet the growing 
demand of students majoring in 

Agriculture at Sul Ross.

July 12, 1946

New Chief Justice, and former 
Secretary of the Treasury, Fred 

M. Vinson was selected by 
President Truman to head the 

Supreme Court.

July 5, 1946

Dr. R. M. Hawkins, president of 
Sul Ross College has announced 
his resignation eff ective Septem-
ber 1. Dr. Hawkins has taken a 

position as the Vice-President at 
Southern Methodist University 

in Dallas.

Sale ends 7/31/24
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TEXAS

CROSSWORD
by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX Daniels who 

      starred in 1931 “The  

      Maltese Falcon”

  5  what a panhandle

      road does in a

      winter storm

  6  TX Dabney 1987 

      sitcom: “The ____

      Maxwell Story”

  7  Houston or Dallas

  8  “___ and downs”

  9  Alamo commander,

      Travis (init.)

12  bumper sticker: “No

      _____ But Texas”

17  Reba sang “__  _____

      Life Out There”

19  TXism: “___  __  _

      Cadillac bumper”

21  one way to spell

      the capital of Iran

22  TXism: “useless as

      a screen ____  __

      a subarine”

23  “I ___  ___ news”

28  in Concho County

      on U.S. 83/87

29  once an apt AM 

      station in Post, TX

30  historic “______ 

      Farm & Ranch” in

      Corpus Christi

31  a few of the 

      thinnest coins

35  WWII atomic 

      bomber _____ Gay

36  TXism: “green __

      ____  _____”

42  “Popeye the 

      ______  ___”

44  Mayberry’s Pyle

46  TX Orbison’s early

      group (2 wds.)

  1  TXism for “waitress”

      (2 wds.)

  2  Texas was 1st state

      to see this in 2024

  3  Luka _____  ___

      buzzer with a last

      second basket

  4  this Cecil stole a

      mess of bases for

      Rangers (1987-90)

  9  TXism: “____ seein’

      eye to eye” (agree)

10  TXism: “you’re

      _______  __  ____”

      (interfering)

11  ___ gallon hat

12  degree held by

      most Texas profs.

48  TXism: “a good man not

      __  ____ with” (mean)

49  Texas soda: __ Pepper

50  built in 1965, Astros had

      the fi rst stadium with this

51  Texas pro teams hear

      the ____ of the crowd

52  “Big Apple” (abbr.)

53  Waller of 1949 fi lm

      “Bandit Kings of Texas”

54  TXism: “____ as a

      bug’s ear”

56  Grand

      ___ Opry

57  TXism: “the

      fur ___ fl ying”

58  graduating class

      members (abbr.)

13  TX Strait’s “You

      ____  __  ____ in

      Love” (1983)

14  “Pop _  ___” was

      fi rst recorded by TX

      Nat Stuckey (1966)

15  Texas Pulitzer-winning

      journalist, Brown

16  “those” in Mexico

18  TXism: “___ argue

      with a fence post”

20  TXism: “bat ___

      eyelash” (blink)

23  George of “The

      Dirty Dozen” with 

      TX Trini Lopez (init.)

24  golf’s hole in ___

25  Sam Houston statue

      weighs 25 ____

26  gas swell in cattle

27  D-Day, an invasion

      of ______ forces

32  TXism: “cashed __

      his chips” (died)

33  __ Pleasant (abbr.)

34  TXism: “size ‘__ up”

36  Noah’s boat

37  TXism: “just a ____-

      gen” (small amount)

38  Denzel 2004 thriller:

      “___  __ Fire”

39  wanderer

40  nail fi le abrasive

41  TXism: “is the

      pope Catholic?”

43  TX Buddy Holly

      hit: “Rave __”

45  former Cowboy

      Staubach (init.)

47  nonreligious

48  pecan is the state

      ____

55  actress Harper of

      Texas-based fi lm

      “No Country for

      Old Men” (2007)

P-1698
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 Sports

With a remarkable 
37-4 record, the Alpine 
Cowboys have estab-
lished themselves as a 
powerhouse in the Pe-
cos League. Their recent 
games have been a tes-
tament to their superior 
skill, unwavering resil-
ience, and outstanding 
teamwork, reinforcing 
their reputation as one of 
the league’s most formi-
dable teams.

On July 9, the Alpine 
Cowboys hosted a dou-
bleheader at Kokernot 
Field, facing off  against 
the Tucson Saguaros. 
The first game saw a 
commanding 15-3 vic-
tory for the Cowboys, 
with Dieterich Guertz-
gen leading the charge. 
Guertzgen pitched six 
impressive innings, al-
lowing only four hits and 
striking out four batters. 
Despite a tough start for 
Tucson’s Carson McK-
enna, who took the loss 
after pitching just one 
inning, the Cowboys’ 
offense was relentless. 
Matteo Avallone went 
0-3, but James Prock-
ish had a stellar perfor-

mance, going 3-6 at the 
plate.

In the second game 
of the doubleheader, the 
Cowboys edged out the 
Saguaros with a 5-4 win. 
Liam Reynolds secured 
the win for Alpine, while 
Tucson’s Myles White 
took the loss. AJ Folds 
and Wyatt Grant both 
made significant con-
tributions at the plate, 
with Folds going 1-3 and 
Grant 1-2.

The Cowboys contin-
ued their winning streak 
on July 10, again at 
Kokernot Field, with a 
resounding 16-1 victory 
over the Tucson Sagua-
ros. Brayde Hirai was 
the standout performer, 
earning the win with an 
impressive display on 
the mound. Ian Concev-
itch of the Saguaros took 
the loss despite striking 
out four batters over six 
innings. Khalil Wilson, 
going 1-1, and James 

Prockish, with another 
3-6 performance, were 
key contributors to the 
Cowboys’ off ensive on-
slaught.

The Alpine Cowboys 
then traveled to Roswell 
for a series against the In-
vaders. On July 11, they 
triumphed with a 15-6 
win, thanks to Hunter 
Reid’s solid pitching, 
which included four 
strikeouts. Reid allowed 
just two earned runs 
over fi ve innings. Jacob 
Young of the Roswell 
Invaders struggled, giv-
ing up 12 hits over four 
innings. James Prockish 
continued his impressive 
form, going 2-5 with a 
home run, while Sean 
Becker chipped in with a 
1-4 performance.

The following day, 
the Cowboys secured a 
thrilling 15-13 victory, 
with Johnny Medina 
leading the way. Jaylen 
Smith earned the win, 

allowing no earned runs 
over two innings. De-
spite a valiant eff ort by 
Roswell’s Wilbur Rodri-
guez, the Cowboys’ of-
fense, led by Medina and 
Prockish (3-6), proved 
too formidable.

On July 13, the Cow-
boys faced a setback, 
losing 12-5 to the Ro-
swell Invaders. Miguel 
Sierra of Roswell earned 
the win with three strike-
outs over seven innings. 
Brendan May took the 

Cowboys dominate All-Star Game selections

Cowboys Manager Sean Persky breaks records with most all-time wins for 
the Cowboys.  Persky is seen here talking strategy with Peyten Kennard All-
Star Player and one of the catchers for the Cowboys.

Courtesy photo

BY TRISTIAN BARRAGAN

Contributor

Team revels in record-breaking season

“Being able to reach that milestone [All-
Star selections] and pass someone 

such as Ryan Stevens, who was the original 
Cowboys Manager, is an honor and a 
privilege.”

— Sean Persky, Alpine Cowboys head coach

See COWBOYS • 9

Tim Harper and partner and 2024 Legends Honoree Jim Pogue are this 
year’s Legends Flight champions.

Courtesy photo

After one season of be-
ing an assistant volley-
ball coach, Annika Cana-
ba is now getting the 
opportunity of a lifetime 
to follow her dream of 
becoming a head coach.

Canaba was elevated to 
the title of head volley-
ball coach as she follows 
in her father’s footsteps 
who held the position 
since 2017.

The Alpine native 
wrapped up a historic 
five-year career as a 
two-sport standout at Sul 
Ross State in 2022.

“I’m very excited. This 
is something I’ve always 
wanted to do,” she said. 
“The opportunity to do 
it at home, and not only 
that but at the collegiate 
level, is a great oppor-
tunity and a huge bless-
ing.”

She left her mark on 
the Lobo volleyball pro-
gram recording 1,315 
career kills, the all-time 
best mark in the pro-
gram’s history.

Canaba was named 
fi rst-team all-conference 
in the American South-
west Conference four 
times while she also 
earned American Volley-
ball Coaches Association 
Division III All-Region 
honorable mention hon-
ors in 2022.

Being just two years 
removed from being a 
player, Canaba under-
stands the dynamic of 

what it takes to play 
and succeed at Sul Ross 
State.

“I do think that is one 
thing that’s an advantage 
for me because I’m able 
to connect with them 
on a different level be-
cause I’ve been exactly 
where they are before,” 
she added. “I think that 
we built a good relation-
ship and trust, so I think 
that’s a huge thing going 
into this is for them be-
ing able to trust me and 
trust that I’m capable of 
taking on this job.”

Canaba named Sul Ross 

head volleyball coach

2024 honoree wins Legends fl ight

BY PETER DINDINGER

Contributor

See CANABA • 9

“I do think that is one thing that’s an 
advantage for me because I’m able 

to connect with them on a different level 
because I’ve been exactly where they are 
before.”

— Annika Canaba, Sul Ross head volleyball coach, 
on being a former player at the school

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

65+ LIVE MUSIC SHOWS INCLUDING:

VIVABIGBEND.COMFOR THE ENTIRE SCHEDULE 

AND LINEUP, VISIT

OPTIONS TO ATTEND VBB:

JULY 24–28
ALPINE • FORT DAVIS • MARATHON

MARFA • TERLINGUA • PRESIDIO

Locals* tickets 
available only at

104 N 2nd St 
Alpine, TX

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.vivabigbend.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Alpine Sports 

Summer Training 

Schedule
GRADES 7-12

AHS FIELD HOUSE 
WEIGHT ROOM

Week fi ve: July 24-25
8 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Week six: July 29-Aug. 1
8 a.m. to 10 a.m.

loss for the Cowboys, 
despite striking out 
two batters over three 
innings. Jose Sanchez 
and Jonathan Cavazos 
led the Invaders at the 
plate, going 4-5 and 2-5, 
respectively.

Despite the rare de-
feat, the Cowboys had 
much to celebrate. With 
the win against Roswell 
on July 12, head coach 
Sean Persky became the 
winningest manager in 
Cowboys history, boast-
ing 177 career wins. 
Persky’s remarkable 
achievement under-
scores his significant 
contribution to the team 
and the league.

The Cowboys’ suc-
cess extended beyond 
their regular games, 
as 11 players and head 
coach Sean Persky 
were selected for the 
Pecos League All-Star 
Game in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, on July 14. 
The Cowboys had the 
most All-Stars of any 
team, showcasing their 
depth of talent. Players 
selected included Josh 
Rego, Drake Angeron, 
James Prockish, AJ 
Folds, Taylor Darden, 
Peyten Kennard, Hum-
berto Vela, Brayde Hi-
rai, Dom Spinoso, Alec 
Cruz, and Jonathan 
Fleckenstein.

Coach Persky, mak-
ing his fourth All-Star 
appearance in five 
years, refl ected on the 
honor and the perfor-
mance of his players. 
“Each one of them got 
a chance to play, and 

they all performed very 
well,” Persky noted. 
“Being able to reach 
that milestone and pass 
someone such as Ryan 
Stevens, who was the 
original Cowboys Man-
ager, is an honor and a 
privilege.”

The All-Star game 
concluded with a close 
score of 14-12, high-
lighting the competitive 
spirit and talent present 
in the Pecos League.

The Cowboys aim to 
bounce back from their 
recent loss as they travel 
to Tucson this weekend 
to face the Saguaros 
again. With their im-
pressive record and a 
roster full of talent, the 
Alpine Cowboys are 
poised for continued 
success as they pursue 
further victories and an-
other championship run.

COWBOYS • FROM 8

Canaba also played for 
the last Lobo squad that 
made it to the postseason 
in 2021. That season Sul 
Ross State fi nished 15-10 
overall and 10-7 in con-
ference play.

The Lobos were able to 
advance to the semifi nals 
for the first time since 
2004.

The dynamic will be a 
lot more challenging this 
coming fall as the Lobos 
are taking on a competi-
tive slate of teams in the 
Lone Star Conference at 
the Division II level.

Canaba plans on mak-
ing some noise this sea-
son.

“I think that they’re go-
ing to underestimate us 
and what we do because 
we’re not necessarily the 
tallest team,” she said. “I 
think we’re going to sur-
prise some people and 
I’m hoping that we make 
our presence known in the 
LSC this year.

“It’s going to be a 
challenge for everybody 
across the board, but it’s 

one that I’m defi nitely ex-
cited for. I think we’re go-
ing to get better because 
of it as well.”

Annika was able to 
learn a lot from her father, 
Troy, who had coached 
her throughout most of 
her life.

Troy demonstrated a 
great deal of passion while 
demanding the best when 
coaching and he always 
treated his players as if 
they were his own by cre-
ating strong, unbreakable 
bonds.

Now, Annika hopes to 
carry on that same men-
tality to create a solid 
team chemistry.

“I think that’s one thing 
that I will carry over and 
hopefully teach the girls 
that having that bond and 
support for each other is 
extremely beneficial on 
top of the skill,” she said.

Family is everything for 
Annika.

Not only will she con-
tinue to work in the same 
office as her father, but 
she’ll also be able to see 

her two brothers grow and 
do great things as both of 
them are involved with 
the Lobo men’s basketball 
program.

On top of that, her 
mother, Gloria, who has 
been her greatest support-
er and fan, will continue to 
watch another Canaba car-
ry on the coaching legacy.

“My family are my best 
friends. To be able to be 
around them all the time 
and be able to support 
each other in everything 
we do is going to be amaz-
ing,” said Annika. “I’ve 
always felt great support 
from the community and 
people around here.

“To be able to feel sup-
port through and through 
is a huge blessing.”

CANABA • FROM 8

Kyle Jerome and Jimmy Small were the defend-
ing champions of the championship fl ight at this 
year’s Legends golf tournament held at the Al-
pine Country Club’s golf course.

Courtesy photo

Lex Carrell and Steve Blackford are this year’s 
Legends presidents fl ight champions at the golf 
tournament that was hosted by the Alpine Country 
Club this past Saturday and Sunday.

Courtesy photo

Adam Gonzales looks intensely at the green as he prepares to hit his next shot while Vimal Bhakta looks 
on. Both golfers are from Fort Stockton and competed in this year’s Legends golf tournament held this 
past Saturday and Sunday here in Alpine.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Defending champs Presidents fl ight champs

Looks of concentration at Legends

“I think we’re going to surprise some 
people and I’m hoping that we make our 

presence known in the LSC this year.”
— Annika Canaba, Sul Ross head volleyball coach

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

NAIDA MORRISNAIDA MORRIS
Sophomore shooting guard, has averaged 50% shooting, 
64% from the free throw line, 33 total points while pulling 

in 15 rebounds, 5 steals, 1 block, and 2 assist this past 
week. Naida is a versatile player on both sides of the floor 

and runs the 3 spot for the Lady Bucks.

COCINERO: Beef•Chicken•Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl•Jalapeno and 

Cilantro Soup•Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with 

Onion Jam and Pico de Gallo•Bacon Wrapped 

Asparagus•Tumbleweed Onion Rings with Spicy 

Serrano Ketchup•Alpine Black Bean & Chicken 

Nachos 
---------

CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a 

Kaiser Roll•Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with 

Cream Cheese, Corn and Peppers Carne Asada 

with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas•Chicken Caesar 

Wrap with Hand Cut Fries•Tenderloin Tacos with 

Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce•Grilled Chicken 

Breast topped with Mango Chutney 
---------

SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

(Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup 

Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup 

1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant 
Guide

$6 a week gets you a spot in our 
restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

• COLD PRESS

• SMALL BATCH

• SMOOTHIES

• BOWLS

• JUICES

JUICE BAR

208 West Holland Avenue • Alpine •  Texas 79830 • (432) 386-0759

Monday-Saturday 7-6 • Sunday 10-4

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com


 

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 
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Mobile homes 

and spaces. Close 

to Sul Ross Uni-

versity. Frontier 

Mobile Home 

Village. 1102 N. 

9th St. trailer #35 

Alpine. Call 432-

837-2736 

 FOR RENT/LEASE 

304 S Gonzalez - 

Marfa Tx 3 BR / 1 

1/2 Baths Newly 

remodeled Call 

432-249-0293 

Rentals Available. 

Call Rhonda Cole 

432-837-5539

407 E Lockhart #2 

3 BR / 1 Bath Rent 

$1095.00/mo + 

Deposit 432-249-

0293

102 Baeza Circle 

– Ft. Davis, 2 BR 

/ 1 bath, Rent 

$1,000.00/mo + 

deposit. 432-249-

0293

 407 E. Lockhart 

Apt#1, 2 BR / 1 

1/2 Bath, Rent 

$1195.00/ mo + 

Deposit, 432-249-

0293

Small, cute 1 bed, 

1 bath little home. 

$600mo. Plus 

deposit. Water, 

sewage, and 

trash provided. 

Large kitchen and 

washer and dryer 

included. Avail-

able July 1st. 201 

W. Del Rio, 1-3 

bedroom for rent. 

432-837-3503

Hampton Inn is 

seeking dedicated 

employees to fi ll 

night audit. Excel-

lent pay and ben-

efi ts. Please apply 

in person at 2607 

West Highway 90.

I don’t bite, really. I 

advertised for two 

weeks for someone 

to help an old man 

with infrequent 

housework. Three 

replied and all 

three stood me up. 

The fi rst called and 

canceled, the next 

two give me a time 

and date and then 

never showed up. 

Try again. 386-2780

WANT TO BUY

I buy cast iron skil-

lets please text or 

call 512-963-7533.

Want to buy old 

Colt pistols and 

old Winchester 

Lever Action rifl es. 

Daytime phone 

#: 432-294-2094. 

Nights/weekends: 

432-364-2234

YARD SALE

July 20 & 22 Sat 

9-1, Sun 10-2 128 

Deer Trail Road 

(just past McBride 

on 1703) Plants, 

books, furniture, 

games, framed 

pics, weird stuff , 

free stuff . Cash & 

Venmo accepted. 

Make our stuff  

your stuff !

ESTATE SALE - 

5000 sq. ft. home 

- books, beds, lots 

of jewelry, coins, 

tools, new lighting 

and house fi xtures, 

giant 2 door safe, 

records, electron-

ics, offi  ce supplies, 

new wheelchair, 

home medical, lin-

ens, clothes, tons 

of kitchen ware-

china, utensils, 

glassware, pots 

and pans, refrig-

erator, small appli-

ances, bookcases, 

multiple tables, 

desks, lamps, 

outdoor furniture, 

riding mower, gas 

mower, garden 

tools, and lots 

more!  Sat/Sun, 

July 20/21, 9-3, 

North 5th and 

June St., Alpine.

FOR RENT/LEASE MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

HELP WANTED WANT TO BUY YARD SALE YARD SALE

Reach potential buyers

when you advertise 

in the Classifi eds!

Place your ad today at

432-837-3334
or 

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

One Spot.
Lots of 

Possibilities!

CARS, TRUCKS,
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR
SALE & FOR RENT

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS

PETS FOR ADOPTION

GARAGE SALES

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH, 
MUCH MORE.

ALPINE 
AVALANCHE
CLASSIFIEDS

Hiring?

We’ve got 

you covered.

Call

(432) 837-

3334
Aramark Campus Dining

is now hiring for the 
following positions:

Night/Weekend Cook

Dishwasher

Pay is based on experience.
Please visit our website to apply!

https://careers.aramark.com/

Questions? Call 432-837-8670

CAUSE NO. PR-03168

In Re Estate  §  IN THE COUNTY COURT

 §  SITTING IN PROBATE

 §

 §  OF

CATALINA BERMUDEZ,  §

Deceased  §  BREWSTER COUNTY, TEXAS

Notice to Creditors

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of CATALINA BERMUDEZ, Deceased, were 
issued on July 1, 2024, in Docket No. PR-03168 pending 
in the County Court Sitting in Probate of Brewster County, 
Texas, to:

MARTIN BERMUDEZ
C/O Robert E. Steele

P.O. Box 1765
Alpine, TX 79831

All persons having claims against this estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law. All 
persons having claims should address them in care of the 
representative at the address stated above.

DATED the 15th day of July 2024.

/s/robertesteele
ROBERT E. STEELE
SBOT: 00794689
PO Box 1765
Alpine, Texas 79831
432-294-5757
Fax 866-509-3244 r_e_steele@msn.com
ATTORNEYS FOR THE EXECUTOR

Marathon ISD 
is seeking 
applicants for 
the following 
positions:

Special Education Teacher

Special Needs Instructional Aide

Maintenance/Custodian

Small school/classroom setting (3 to 10 students).

Excellent benefi ts and competitive pay.

Applications and additional information 

are available on the Marathon ISD 

Website/Employment tab at: 

www.marathonisd.net

Phone: (432) 386-4431 

e-Mail: gidurant@marathonisd.net

Equal Opportunity Employer

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

�� �������	
������
��������

�� ��
�
����

������
�

�� ���
����������������

�� �	


�� 	
�������
��
�

�� ��	��������
���������
�
��

�� ����
������
����

�� �
�����

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, 

 Alpine Location 

Now Hiring
NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING

Village Farms
 manage all administrative 

activity in an assigned greenhouse to effectively 
assist the local management team by ensuring 

to end users

Perform customer service functions by 

with requests and questions

and resumes can be submitted to aanderson@

www.alpineavalanche.com

✰✰✰✰✰

www.villagefarms.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.marathonisd.net
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.cityofalpine.com/employment
https://careers.aramark.com
www.alpineavalanche.com


 

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133
Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas
www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.
432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280
Pastor Stephen White

 Latter-Day Saints
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego
Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449
Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St
http://bigbenduu.org 

MESSIANIC
Hebraic Roots Aviv Fellowship 

Shabbat 12 Noon Saturday 
Chaplain’s Garvin & Stephanie Shiflet 
51160 TX-118 South, (432) 371-2999

HebraicRootsAvivFellowship.org

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822
Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL
Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday
1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 
Laura Belkin, 729-3063 
6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH
Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AIThis Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

FORT DAVIS  |  ALPINE  |  PRESIDIO

WWW.MAVERICK.BANK  |  (432) 837-1888

Congregation B’nai Zion El Paso, an independent congregation following 
Conservative movement practices, is pleased to announce outreach to
individuals in the Big Bend interested in Jewish experience Judaism. 

Services are available in person or live stream. 
Interested persons may contact our local representative at

(432) 664-8619 or visit our website congregationbnaizion.org 

I was listening to a song the other 
day, and it said; “Miracles are hard to 
fi nd.” It bothered me, and it took me a 
while to realize why. See, I have been 
focused for a while now on the beauty 
around us. We live in these beautiful 
mountains. Rain has been spotty, but 
the desert blooms even in its lack. And 
a big beauty is how the community 
has rallied around the fi re downtown. 
So, when I heard that Miracles were in 
short supply I immediately said; “No! 
There are miracles everywhere. Mira-
cles are abundant. “

Yet we feel they are in short supply. 
This isn’t the fi rst time I have heard the 
formula. “Miracles are rare, but God 
does them; so, we ask for them, and 
if we get them, we should be thankful 
and praise God.” But the water pooled 
in the seas rises and forms clouds and 
rains on troubled lands in need. Some-
how, miraculously, women become 
pregnant. The more you look at that and 
understand the odds against it, the more 

miraculous it is. And there are sunsets, 
and stars, and rain, and the color green 
of the grass after the rain. Miracles.

The problem is we don’t see enough 
solutions to our problems. We want 
God to rend the fabric of time and 
space, to break physics and chemis-
try and biology and fi x our stuff . And 
sometimes God does. Sometimes those 
healings happen, and sometimes peo-
ple can reconcile at the deathbed, and 
sometimes it seems like nothing hap-
pens. What is in short supply are not 
the miracles, but the miracles we want.

And the biggest miracle of all is Sal-
vation available to all, everywhere, 
everywhen, through God’s Grace. In 
an unlikely story, God comes down to 
Earth to be insulted, humiliated, and 
killed, to all earthly eyes the biggest 
loser. But on the third day, the empty 
tomb gave witness to the power and 
subtlety of God’s plan. And with it Sal-
vation.

So, praise God for the miracles. The 
miracles that give us what we want, the 
ones that give us what we need.
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BY REV. STEPHEN WHITE
First United Methodist Church-Alpine and Marfa

Miracles out of nowhere

One of my favorite 
cakes growing up was a 
pistachio pudding cake. 
While it was not often 
that my mom made one 
for us, besides chocolate 
anything, it was my fa-
vorite. Mostly because it 
is unique among cakes. 
Not that cakes aren’t able 
to be made unique, but it 
just was not your stan-
dard everyday cake out 
of a box, despite the fact 
it uses a box cake mix. 

Granted, if you are a 
good enough baker that 
you’re capable of con-
cocting your own cake 
mix rather than those 
of us who may be chal-
lenged in this area, more 
power to you. It would 
probably make the cake 
just that much better, but 
when it comes to baking, 
I’ll take the easiest route 
every time.

All of the recipes for 
this cake that I have 
found use a yellow cake 
mix. I must admit, the 

box yellow cake mix is 
by far my least favorite. 
I prefer a white cake mix 
personally. And while it 
would change the taste of 
the cake slightly, it would 
probably be just as good. 

The recipe also calls 
for walnuts. I like wal-
nuts just fi ne, but since it 
is a pistachio cake, per-
sonally I would go with 
pistachios. That is if you 
can fi nd them. They are 
at times diffi  cult to fi nd 
and of course much more 
expensive than walnuts.

The one ingredient I 

found surprising was the 

use of club soda. Then 

again, a true red velvet 

cake uses vinegar, so I 

suppose it is not that sur-

prising after all.

This is a simple, easy-

to-make dessert that 

is great all year round. 

Unlike some desserts, it 

does not adhere to a par-

ticular season. In fact, 

because it uses pistachio 
pudding mix, which is 
green, it makes a great 
cake for St. Patrick’s Day 
celebrations. 

It would also work 
well at Christmas time. 
To make it more festive 
for that time of year, a 
little red or green food 
coloring added to the ic-
ing would work just fi ne. 

But I am of the opinion 

that we should never al-

low a holiday to dictate 

what kind of dessert we 

choose to make or par-

take in. There is no hard 

and fast rule to this. Eat-

ing ice cream is just fi ne 

in December just as pis-

tachio pudding cake is 

perfect for July.

Best-ever pistachio pudding cake a unique treat

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

PISTACHIO PUDDING CAKE

Prep time 20 min • Cook time 40 min • Yield 16 servings.

INGREDIENTS

1 package yellow cake mix (regu-

lar size)

1 package (3.4 ounces) instant 

pistachio pudding mix

4 large eggs

1 cup club soda

1/2 cup canola oil

1/2 cup chopped walnuts or pis-

tachios

icing:

1 cup cold heavy whipping cream

3/4 cup cold 2% milk

1 package (3.4 ounces) instant 

pistachio pudding mix

2 teaspoons confectioners’ sugar

1/2 cup chopped walnuts or pis-

tachios

Pistachio Pudding Cake

Courtesy photo

DIRECTIONS

1. In a large bowl, combine the 
cake mix, pudding mix, eggs, soda, 
and oil; beat on low speed for 30 
seconds. Beat on medium for two 
minutes. Stir in walnuts.

2. Pour into a greased and fl oured 
10-in. fl uted tube pan. Bake at 350° 
for 40-45 minutes or until a tooth-
pick inserted in the center comes 
out clean. Cool for 10 minutes before 
removing from the pan to a wire rack 
to cool completely.

3. In a large bowl, beat the 
cream, milk, pudding mix, and con-
fectioners’ sugar on high until stiff  
peaks form. Frost cake. Sprinkle with 
walnuts or pistachios. Refrigerate 
until serving.

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.maverick.bank
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.avivfellowship.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
www.congregationbnaizion.org
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating  

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT 

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

RYAN KINKADE

432-386-3296

P.O. BOX 1934

ALPINE, TX 79831

432-837-7179

BIGBENDCONCRETE@GMAIL.COM

CONCRETE

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

FLOORING

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING

AND COOLINGAND COOLING
SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BAIL BONDS

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435  |  877.493.7862  |  WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

Family Owned & Operated

Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. 

Alpine • 432-837-7275

Towing Available • Estimates

Family Owned

Served Alpine Since 1995 •

WINDSHIELD AND AUTOMOTIVE CALIBRATION

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

Big Bend Floors
and More, LLC
Quality Floor Installation

at an affordable priceppppppppp

Roy Woosley

432-386-5117
REWflooring@gmail.com

Veteran and Law Enforcement Discount

Residential 

and 

Commercial

BODY SHOP

FUEL • FOODCLOCK REPAIR

Vacation or Staycation

Come Stay With Us!

403 N 8th St.‚ Alpine‚ TX | (432) 538-7032

www.alpinetxbnb.com | innkeeper@alpinetxbnb.com

AIR BNB

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.alpinepubliclibrary.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
www.alpinetxbnb.com
www.wtnb.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

TREATING TREATING 

YOURSELF YOURSELF 

TO NEW TO NEW 

CLIENTS?CLIENTS?

WE WE 
HAHAVEVE
YOU YOU 

COVERED!COVERED!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & RESERVE

YOUR SPACE!

PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@fi ndaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

PLUMBING

TIRES

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 
432�837�3334 OR 432�336�2281  

432-837-3334 432-336-2281

432-336-3314 
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

MECHANIC

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

We are local!
Drain Unstops | Leak Detections

Sewer Camera Inspections | and More!

432-290-8511

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W. 
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa, 

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We off er the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 
Nursing

Physical 
Therapy

Occupational 
Therapy

Speech 
Therapy

REAL ESTATE

PCMH Clinics 
(432) 336-2291 (432) 336-2291 

or (432) 336-2058 

or (432) 336-0700or (432) 336-0700 

Family Care Center Walk-In Clinic 
(432) 336-4544 (432) 336-4544 

HEALTH

LIQUOR

704 W Holland Ave | Alpine, TX

(432) 837-7479

Drive Thru

Angela Miles,
Realtor

804 N. Main | Fort Stockton

432-290-8038
akmilesrealtor@yahoo.com

Let my years of experience work for you.

 Residential   Commercial   Ranch
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ADVERTISING PAYS!

ROOFING

ROOFING KING
Quality Construction

Honest Service

Free Estimate
10+ Years Experience

Odessa - Midland
And Surrounding Areas

Nathaniel Olveda

(806) 346-3708
RoofingKing8@gmail.com

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwester.com
www.findaranchoutwest.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.shiflethouse.com
www.drillingbigbend.com


 
Page 14 Alpine Avalanche Thursday, July 18, 2024

Volunteers from the Chihuahuan Desert Research Institute took to the highways around Fort Davis 
recently to help “Keep Texas Beautiful” by picking up trash along the roadsides that CDRI sponsors 
with the Texas Department of Transportation.

Courtesy photo

Keeping West Texas beautiful
The National Col-

legiate Athletic Asso-
ciation (NCAA) an-
nounced today that Sul 
Ross State University 
in Alpine has met the 
criteria to advance its 
provisional status in 
its quest to transition 
into Division II athletic 
competition.

In early 2023, Ath-
letic Director Amanda 
Workman said the uni-
versity would apply 
for DII status, which 
was approved last July. 
However, the NCAA 
requires a three-year 
provisional timeline 
during which certain 
conditions must be met 
before full acceptance.

On July 1, the Lone 
Star Conference offi  cial-
ly welcomed Sul Ross 
State to its membership 
and the Lobos will com-
pete against LSC schools 
starting this fall, though 
the university will not 
gain full NCAA DII sta-
tus until Fall 2026.

“We have been hard 
at work, ensuring com-
pliance not just within 
the athletic department, 
but academics, finan-
cial aid, and facilities,” 
said Workman. “This is 
a challenging process 
for all involved but it’s 
absolutely worth our 
time and eff ort to ensure 
success for our student-
athletes, coaches, and 
the institution. We are 
doing all we can to en-

sure a smooth transition 
through this three-year 
process and we’re ex-
cited with the progress 
made so far. We are ea-
gerly awaiting Division 
II competition this fall 
and welcoming Lone 
Star Conference institu-
tions to Alpine.”

The NCAA visited 
the Alpine campus in 
February 2024 to assess 
SRSU’s readiness in ar-
eas such as institutional 
control, sports programs, 
student wellbeing, staff -
ing, compliance moni-
toring, recruiting, eligi-
bility, rules education, 
fi nancial aid, self-report-
ing, and procedures.

The site visit re-
sulted in some “areas 
to monitor,” according 
to the NCAA’s report, 
but nothing out of the 
ordinary. SRSU has al-
ready developed a plan 
to address issues such 
as updating job descrip-
tions, handbooks, and 
policies and procedures 
to refl ect DII standards, 
and establishing com-
munication across de-
partments to ensure 
student-athlete success.

The NCAA noted 
several strengths in the 
report, as well, such as 
facilities that compare 
favorably with other 
DII institutions and the 
creation of a compre-
hensive compliance 
manual with input from 
faculty and staff .

Sul Ross earns NCAA OK 

for second provisional year

Members of the 
Alpine FFA at-

tended the 96th 
State FFA Con-
vention held in 

Houston this past 
week. Pictured are 

Allison Sanchez, 
Kendyl Hardaway 

(Area II offi  cer), 
Kylie Maroney 

(Alpine FFA 
chapter offi  cer), 
Reese Coleman 

(Big Bend District 
offi  cer), Evelyn 

Smith (Alpine FFA 
chapter offi  cer), 

and Sophie Janis.
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Alpine FFA attends State Convention

Need help with your balanceNeed help with your balance  

this School Year?

Alpine Community Credit Union 

Is now offering

Back to School Loans

for the back to school season. 

Amounts of up to 

$700
for qualifying members.

Great rates

Flexible terms

Fast answers

Come by and see if we can fulfill 

your back to school needs.*
*Restriction may apply.

Alpine CommunityAlpine Community
Credit UnionCredit Union
111 N 2nd St,

Alpine, TX

(432) 837-5156

®
Up your burger game or chill 

with the new McFlurry®

Enjoy hot McD’s summer with burgers and soft serve. Not only is the Smoky BLT 

QPC (single or double) back in all its bold‚ bacon-y glory but the new KIT KAT® 

Banana Split McFlurry is out here doing big things. The best part: you can try 

‘em today – how’s that for a break? Order ahead in the app to save time*

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine, Texas
The KIT KAT® trademark and trade dress are used under license from Société des Produits Nestlé SA and with permission from 

The Hershey Company. *At participating McDonald’s for a limited times. McDonalds app download and registration required. 

Mobile Order & Pay available at participating McDonald’s.

www.alpinetx.com
www.theatrebigbend.org

