
 

The Brewster County 
Commissioners Court 
held its regularly sched-
uled meeting on Tues-
day, May 14. In this 
meeting, the court gave 
the final approval for 
the implementation of 
the PACE, Property As-
sessed Clean Energy 
program, and the service 
agreement. 

The PACE program 
is a nonprofi t voluntary 
state program designed 
to help businesses up-
date their buildings to 
be more energy effi-

cient. Charlene 
Heydinger, the 
president of the 
Texas PACE 
Authority, and 
Collin Bibb, 
co-founder of 
Byways Hospi-
tality, which has 
been working on 
the historic Hol-
land and Maver-
ick Hotel, were 
also present.

“I think it will help 
current business owners 
finance improvements, 
attract new investment to 
the area, and incentivize 
stable energy practices 
in the area, especially 

water conser-
vation here in 
the county,” 
said Bibb. Bibb 
also believes 
that voluntary 
pa r t i c ipa t ion 
in the program 
could poten-
tially increase 
the attractive-
ness of the town 
as well as local 
construction job 

opportunities.
The program focuses 

on older buildings that 
need repair and to limit 
the waste of resources by 
working between lender 
and building owner to 

spread loans over a lon-
ger period to increase cash 
flow. It only applies to 
project measures focused 
on energy or water effi  -
ciency or creating power 
on-site, things that allow 
them to use the grid less.

Brewster County Sher-
iff  Ronny Dodson gave 
his report regarding the 
recent jail inspection, 
in which the jail fared 
well. During this meet-
ing, Dodson also pre-
sented the jail’s need for 
a new stove to replace 
the current one which 
has stopped working. 
The court approved the 
purchase, which has an 

expected cost of approxi-
mately $24,000. The jail 
kitchen requires multiple 
prep stations and pro-
vides three meals a day 
to the inmates.

In other news, the 
court approved the 2024 
unclaimed capital credit 
receipt from the Texas 
comptroller’s office. 
Many people do not 
claim their dividends 
from capital credits af-
ter a period of time. 
Thus, the county can 
claim those particu-
lar dividends for use in 
economic development, 
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

STATE FARM IS THERE.

MONICA WOODALL
906 E. HOLLAND AVE. • (NEXT TO BEALLS) 
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432-837-5631
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 with Board-certified Pediatrician

SARAH ZATE, MD
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Court approves adopting PACE program

According to informa-
tion received from the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office, 
a Colorado man was ar-
rested this past Saturday 
in Denver on criminal 
charges, according to 
U.S. Attorney Jaime 
Esparza of the Western 
District of Texas. The 
charges were related to 
his alleged possession 
with intent to distribute 
fentanyl.

As stated by the indict-
ment, Douglas Christo-
pher Steele, 53, of Den-
ver allegedly conspired 
with others to possess 
with the intent to dis-
tribute a controlled sub-
stance. Said controlled 
substance contained a 
detectable amount of fen-
tanyl. The indictment fur-
ther alleged that Steele’s 
alleged distribution of 
fentanyl is tied to the 
death of Alpine resident 
Daniel Celaya.

Steele’s first appear-
ance in federal court 

Colorado 

man arrested 

in conjunction 

with Alpine 

death
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

According to Edie 
Littlefield Sunby, a 
person who has taken 
on the momentous task 
of walking across one 
of the largest states in 
the country, “Walking 
makes us curious.”

Perhaps it doesn’t 
seem as momentous af-
ter her journeys across 
Mexico and the U.S. 
from the Pecos River to 
each coast by way of the 

Old Spanish Trail.
However, that par-

ticular description 
seems appropriate 
when speaking to Edie. 
Her excitement for the 
sights and experiences 
is contagious because, 
as she puts it, every new 
place is her favorite.

Edie is a stage four 
cancer survivor and 
was initially given three 
months to live. While 
a diagnosis that would 

BY JOHANNA COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

The woman walking across Texas: Walking 

with Edie Littlefi eld Sunby through Alpine

Edie Littlefi eld Sunby stands for a photo as she begins her trek through Al-
pine for the day. 

Photo by Joh Covington

Two of  the City of Alpine’s police offi  cers, Corporal Anthony Vargas and Offi  cer Alexis Armendariz recently received their 
certifi cation into the International Police Mountain Bike Association. The two offi  cers recently completed a grueling 40-hour 
course in rough terrain in El Paso where Vargas broke a class record and was followed immediately by Armendariz, just four 
seconds behind. Vargas and Armendariz (in bright blue shirts) are pictured here with their classmates and instructors.

Courtesy photo

Alpine’s fi nest become internationally certifi ed

See COUNTY • 9

See ARREST • 9

See WALKING • 9
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Applications are cur-
rently being accepted for 
Hotel Occupancy Tax 
(HOT) grants from the 
City of Alpine for the 
2024-2025 fiscal year. 
Visitor events and other 
projects that draw over-
night visits to the city are 
eligible for funding con-
sideration, according to 
the requirements of state 
law.

The grant application 
and guidelines can be 
found on the City of Al-
pine website (cityofal-

pine.com) under “How 
Do I > Apply For > Hotel 
Occupancy Tax Funding”.

The grant application 
deadline is Friday, June 
14. All applications must 
be for events and activi-
ties occurring during the 
funding period, which 
runs from October 1 
through September 30, 
2025. Questions about 
the grants program can 
be directed to admin@
visitalpinetx.com.

State law identifi es the 
various ways that Hotel 

Occupancy Tax funds 
may be used. The allowed 
expense categories that 
are available for grants 
include Advertising, Pro-
motion of the Arts, His-
torical Restoration and 
Preservation, Sporting 
Events, and Transporta-
tion. All expenditures 
must also directly en-
courage overnight stays at 
Alpine’s hotels and short-
term rentals.

HOT Grant applica-
tions will be evaluated 
based on their impact on 

overnight stays; business 
and promotional plans; 
the capacity to host a suc-
cessful program or event; 
innovative new programs; 
and other criteria listed in 
the grant guidelines.

“The City of Alpine 
has a long tradition of 
partnering with event or-
ganizers and other groups 
to provide high-quality 
events and activities for 
our visitors and residents 
to enjoy,” said Director 
of Tourism Chris Rug-
gia. “We are grateful to 

those who bring their vi-
sions and ideas forward 
to help make Alpine a 
better place to live and to 
visit.”

A workshop on Hotel 
Occupancy Taxes will 
be held at 5:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, June 5, in 
the Alpine City Council 
Chambers. The workshop 
will be presented by Jus-
tin Bragiel, lead counsel 
for the Texas Hotel Lodg-
ing Association and one 
of the preeminent experts 
on the legal requirements 

for the use of HOT funds. 
Mr. Bragiel’s presentation 
will focus on guidance for 
elected offi  cials in their 
deliberations on the uses 
of these tax revenues. 
There will also be an op-
portunity for grant ap-
plicants to ask questions 
about the grant program 
and application process.

For more information 
contact Chris Ruggia-
Director of Tourism at 
chris@visitalpinetx.com 
or by calling 432-386-
5916.

There is a concept in 
physics known as the 
Heisenberg, or Uncer-
tainty, Principle. This 
idea was conceived by 
the German physicist 
Werner Heisenberg who 
won the Nobel Prize in 
Physics in 1927. In the 
simple terms that I un-
derstand this principle 
states that, in quantum 
mechanics, it is impos-
sible to determine two 
related quantities at the 
same time. One can 
measure the position of 
a particle, but not the di-
rection, or one can mea-
sure the energy but not 
the position. 

I am sure my friends 
knowledgeable in phys-
ics can take me to task 
for this definition, but 
lest we become confused 
this is not about physics. 
As Sam Cooke said, “I 
don’t know much about 
the science I took.” Con-
ceptually, the idea exists 
that one can’t place one-
self somewhere without 
changing it in some man-
ner.

In sociology, John 
Urry, a professor at Lan-
caster University, in Eng-
land, put human nature 
in the equation and came 
up with his concept in a 
book by the same title, 
the “Tourist Gaze.” As 
I understand this con-
cept (and once again “I 
don’t know much about 
the sociology I took”) 
economic, social, cul-
tural, and environmental 
interrelationships and 
services can substan-
tially impact a location, 
especially places that 
people fi nd particularly 
pleasing. People change 
places when they “gaze” 
upon them.

Dr. Sylvia Rodriquez, 
at the University of 
New Mexico, has writ-
ten about the impact of 
tourism and population 
growth in Taos. Her ideas 
can be applied to any one 
of many places that have 
been “discovered” by 
people seeking their own 
paradise, and by those 
who already live in that 
unique place and wish to 
protect that uniqueness. 
As she writes the tourist 
gaze can easily create, 
“physical domination and 
control, material owner-
ship, appropriation of 
services, and above all 
the power of symbolic 
representation.” I sup-
pose this means be care-
ful what you wish for, or 
your sleepy little town 

might turn into an inter-
national art mecca.

Rodriguez and others 
apply the term “amenity 
migrants” to those who 
fi rst arrive as tourists and 
then stay, either season-
ally or permanently. It is 
at this point that change 
begins but is not always 
recognized as such. As 
she writes, “Indeed the 
most elite sectors of the 
amenity migrant popu-
lation have always been 
strong, persuasive, and 
highly vocal proponents 
of selective ethnocul-
tural and environmental 
conservation and pres-
ervation.” The key word 
here is selective. What 
the original population 
considers important may 
not match the purposes 
and desires of the new 
amenity migrants.

This issue most openly 
manifests itself in prop-
erty values. Real property 
becomes more valuable 
exponentially. As values 
go up so do property tax-
es sometimes to the point 
that people who have 
called this place home for 
generations can no longer 
aff ord to live there. Of-
ten, we call this progress.

If the Uncertainty 
Principle holds true (as 
Walker Percy wrote, “the 
more lookers, the less 
there is to see.”) we can 
only protect ourselves 
from the Tourist Gaze 
(assuming we wish to 
do so) by planning for 
change, a dichotomy of 
ideas for sure. One plans 
for change to protect 
what one already has and 
enjoys the most. Those 
who are opposed to any 
change or planning most 
often defeat their own 
purpose. 

Currently, the hottest 
thing on television is the 
series “Yellowstone.” 
While it is a huge sprawl-
ing and messy soap op-
era, the subtext is exactly 
the issue at hand: how to 
hold on to one’s heritage 
in the face of a “tourist 
gaze” masked as prog-
ress. 

Sul Ross State Uni-
versity is pleased to 
introduce Sully Shelf, 
an innovative new part-
nership with Follett Ac-
cess to reduce the cost 
of textbooks and course 
materials for students 
starting with the Fall 
2024 semester.

The cost for students 
under the Sully Shelf 
program is $250 per the 
fall and spring semes-
ters. The summer se-
mester cost, which will 
not begin until 2025, is 
still being determined.

The amount will be 

collected as part of reg-
ular student fees each 
semester, so it is cov-
ered by financial aid. 
Students can opt-out 
and rent or purchase 
their books on their 
own if they choose to 
do so. Books will be 
automatically uploaded 
to Blackboard when a 
digital option is avail-
able, or shipped to a 
student’s address of 
choice approximately 
two weeks before class-
es begin.

Follett Access is a 
powerful program that 

The Tourist Gaze SRSU partners with Follett 

Access for textbook solutions

City of Alpine now accepting HOT tax grant applications

by larry francell

FIDDLER’S
GREEN

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

MEMORIAL DAY

MATTRESS

SALE

Savings up to

$500 OFF!

SET-UP
*WITH DELIVERY

DELIVERY
*ALPINE CITY LIMITS

HAUL-OFF
*WITH DELIVERY
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COBALT CALM EXTRA FIRM

Queen Mattress - WAS $999

King Mattress - WAS $1,399

SALE!

$899

$1,299

ICOMFORT ECO Q15GL

PLUSH

Queen Mattress - WAS $1,799

King Mattress - WAS $2,299

SALE!

$1,599

$2,099

COBALT CALM PLUSH

PILLOW TOP

Queen Mattress - WAS $1,299

King Mattress - WAS $1,699

SALE!

$1,199

$1,599

ICOMFORT ECO Q35 PLUSH

PILLOW TOP
Queen Mattress - WAS $2,599

King Mattress - WAS $3,099

SALE!

$2,099

$2,599

ICOMFORT ECO Q10

MEDIUM

Queen Mattress - WAS $1,499

King Mattress - WAS $1,999

SALE!

$1,299

$1,799

ICOMFORT ECO F40 PLUSH

Queen Mattress - WAS $2,999

King Mattress - WAS $3,599

SALE!

$2,499

$3,099

FREE PILLOW
With iComfort Purchase

Mitchell’s of Alpine
910 E Holland Ave, Alpine TX

(432)837-0070
www.mitchellsfurnitureandflooring.com

ALL SIZES AVAILABLE!* SEE STORE FOR DETAILS!*

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Melanie Pace

J. Robert Stovell

Julie A. Stovell

Billy Davenport

Desert Sky Quilters

Erica David

Gay Rippel

Anonymous

enables colleges and uni-
versities to deliver all 
course materials (text-
books, lab kits, supplies, 
etc.) as part of tuition and 
fees. With Follett Access, 
students have what they 
need on the fi rst day of 
class, which levels the 
playing fi eld for all stu-
dents, regardless of eco-
nomic background.

Independent research 
has documented im-
proved learning outcomes 
from these programs, in-
cluding improvements in 
course completion and 
achievement of higher 
letter grades, as well 
as decreases in class 
withdrawal rates. For 
more information email 
provost@sulross.edu

Community 

Forward
Trusted since 1891

Locally owned

 704 E Holland Ave, Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

STAY IN TOUCH 

HOME DELIVERY

DIGITAL

432-837-3334

www.pine.com
www.visitalpinetx.com
www.sunshinehousealpine.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.mitchellsfurnitureandflooring.com
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Sul Ross State University held its spring graduation commencement ceremony on Friday. Pictured here, graduating students in 
the processional line to enter the Pete P. Gallego Center for the ceremony. 

Photo by Joh Covington

Two Sul Ross State 
University graduate 
students of Counseling-
Clinical Mental Health 
are each the recipients of 
a $10,000 grant through 
a partnership with the 
University of Texas El 
Paso and Preventative 
Care Health Services 
(PCHS).

This grant is awarded 
by the Behavioral Health 
Workforce Education 
and Training program 
through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health with a 
goal to support the edu-
cation of mental health 
professionals in rural ar-
eas. SRSU can adminis-

ter up to eight grants per 
year.

Both students, Crystal 
Lujan and Daniel Fuen-
tes, are now fellows with 
the Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center 
Mental Health Depart-
ment. The grant covers 
living expenses while they 
accrue 3,000 Licensed 
Professional Counselor 
practicum hours at PCHS 
and at clinics in Brews-
ter, Presidio, Hudspeth, 
Culberson, and Jeff  Davis 
counties.

Four additional SRSU 
graduate students are 
embedded in PCHS 
for training, including 

Amanda Davis, a practi-
cum student who is the 
first student ever inte-
grated into the medical 
clinic to assist with men-
tal health evaluations 
and screenings. Two 
additional grant slots 
are still open for gradu-
ate counseling students 
who are interested. For 
more information email 

Jess Schauman at jess.
schauman@sulross.edu 

This year’s Outstand-
ing Teacher of the Year 
for 2023-2024 was 
awarded to Assistant Pro-
fessor of Music, Dr. An-
drew Alegria. This honor 
was announced on April 
30 by Executive Vice 
President and Provost 
Bernie Cantens.

Besides being an assis-
tant professor in music, 
Alegria is the director of 
Choral Activities and Vo-
cal Study. He is also the 
director of Alpine’s Big 
Bend Community Cho-
rale, the artistic director 
of the Big Bend Chil-
dren’s Chorus, and the di-
rector of Music Ministry 
at the First United Meth-
odist Church of Alpine.

Alegria joined the 
Department of Visual 
and Performing Arts at 
Sul Ross in 2018. He 
holds a Doctor of Mu-
sical Arts-Choral Con-
ducting from Louisiana 
State University-Baton 
Rouge, a Master of Mu-
sic-Choral Conducting 
with Distinction from 
the University of New 

Mexico, and a Bachelor 
of Music-Church Music/
Choral Conducting from 
Baylor. 

Among his many tasks, 
Dr. Alegria is head of the 
music program, a gradu-
ate program advisor, as 
well as the musical the-
atre conductor for Sul 
Ross. He is also the chair 
of the Region 6 Texas 

Music Education Asso-
ciation college division 
and serves on the Alpine 
Music Advisory Board.

Among his many 
achievements while a 
member of the Sul Ross 
faculty, Dr. Alegria es-
tablished the Rex Wil-
son Choral Endowment. 
This endowment awards 
scholarships to vocal 

majors in performance 
or education and fund-
raises for the Musical 
Excellence Scholarship 
and the Band Excel-
lence Scholarship. These 
efforts award up to 22 
scholarships every year.

Dr. Alegria has served 
as guest clinician and 
conductor across the 
state, and later this month 
will be embarking on an 
international choir trip 
to Glasgow, Scotland, 
where he will take a 
group of students with 
Tartan Twang Produc-
tions.

At the end of each 
semester, students are 
asked to provide sur-
vey answers for each of 
their instructors, and one 
student said this about 
Alegria, “Dr. Alegria 
brought the ensemble up 
to a whole new level this 
semester. This was one 
of the best choir experi-
ences I ever had.”

As the recipient of this 
award, Dr. Alegria will 
be presented an award 
of $2,000 along with a 
plaque at Sul Ross’ Fac-
ulty Awards Ceremony 

in the fall of this year. As 
this year’s recipient of 
the Outstanding Teacher 
of the Year award, he 
will be one of the nomi-
nees for the 2025 Texas 
State University System 
Board of Regents’ Teach-
ing Award as well as the 
Minnie Piper Stevens 
Teaching Award.

Dr. Andrew Alegria

Courtesy photo

Music professor named 

Outstanding Teacher of the Year

Sul Ross students receive grant to 

practice counseling in rural areas

Another graduating class in the books

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Congratulations

to our re-elected mayor

Catherine Eaves
Catherine Eaves worked her way through college, earning a Bachelor 

of Science Degree in Biology with a minor in Chemistry, while employed 
in the banking industry. She earned her Master of Science Degree in 
Microbiology while working as a Microbiology Researcher.

A few of the Mayor’s accomplishments while in office here in Alpine 
include:

• Creation of the Mayor Video Series recapping the City Council Meetings
• Teaching City Government 101 at City Council Chambers
• Assisted in the Creation of the City-County Emergency Services Board

This message was approved by Catherine Eaves
Paid for by Bob and Cindy Wuest, Alpine residents

COCINERO: Beef•Chicken•Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl•Jalapeno and 

Cilantro Soup•Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with 

Onion Jam and Pico de Gallo•Bacon Wrapped 

Asparagus•Tumbleweed Onion Rings with Spicy 

Serrano Ketchup•Alpine Black Bean & Chicken 

Nachos 
---------

CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a 

Kaiser Roll•Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with 

Cream Cheese, Corn and Peppers Carne Asada 

with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas•Chicken Caesar 

Wrap with Hand Cut Fries•Tenderloin Tacos with 

Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce•Grilled Chicken 

Breast topped with Mango Chutney 
---------

SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

(Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup 

Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup 

1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant 
Guide

$6 a week gets you a spot in our 
restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

www.avalanche.com
www.bigbend.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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 Opinions
ONLINE POLL

When Memory Fails
Now that my age has surpassed the 

mid-century mark and I’m more ancient 
than virtually all professional athletes, 
everyone in my department at work, and 
even my pastor at church, I’ve noticed 
that the old memory is not what it used 
to . . . . Wait. What was I writing about 
again?

My cognitive decline became all too 
obvious the other day when I was at the 
Verizon store upgrading to one of those 
newfangled iPhone jumbo-large-print 
editions with a camera powerful enough 
to take photos of the porta potty on the 
International Space Station. (I mostly 
wind up just taking close-ups of my 
nose hairs–sometimes by accident.)

As I proudly strode to my car after my 
purchase, trying to ignore the fact that 
I’ll be making payments on the phone 
until approximately ten years past my 
life expectancy, I noticed that the “un-
lock” button on my key fob wasn’t 
working. Therefore, I took the most 
logical next step. I began frantically and 
fruitlessly yanking on the door handle, 
calling down elaborate curses on the car 
itself and whoever holds the patent on 
the locking mechanism.

The situation worsened when I no-

ticed two large 
dings (complete 
with chipped paint) 
in the driver’s side 
door of this rela-
tively new car that 
my wife and I had 
recently purchased 
for our youngest and 
quietest daughter so 
that she could trau-

matize curbs throughout the city with 
confi dence and style.

As I began to turn back toward the 
store in defeat so I could phone my wife 
for help (as usual), I caught a glimpse of 
the car’s interior out of the corner of my 
eye. I noticed a can of Mr. Pibb in the 
cup holder and what appeared to be one 
of those vaping pen/pipe/bong/e-cig/
poisonous cloud spewer-type thingies 
lying on the console.

It then struck me that this was not my 
vehicle! I mean, I’m not the healthiest 
dude on the planet, but I would never 
resort to drinking Mr. Pibb!

As I backed away, praying for forgive-
ness about the cursing, hoping that no-
body was watching this pathetic specta-
cle, and concerned that I was about to be 

assaulted by the vehicle’s owner (who 
clearly has horrible taste in soft drinks), 
I then noticed that not only was this not 
my vehicle, but it wasn’t even the same 
make – and only vaguely resembled the 
color.

“What is happening to me?” I still 
wonder. “What’s next? Mistaking Prep-
aration H for my toothpaste?”

This wasn’t even the first time I’ve 
tried to unintentionally invade the sanc-
tity of someone else’s luxury upholstery. 
The fi rst time it happened, I didn’t look 
up from my Walmart buggy in time to 
notice that there was a lady in the driver’s 
seat of a vehicle that was almost identical 
to mine – minus the grandmotherly driver 
who was probably considering vehicular 
homicide as I tugged on her door handle. 
Luckily for me, she just laughed hysteri-
cally instead of running me over or fi lling 
my face with buckshot.

My sweet wife assures me that I just 
have too much on my mind, but I’m 
pretty sure she’s thinking about having 
me microchipped at this point.

I guess this is all just part of getting 
older, and I might as well laugh and en-
joy the ride (as long as I’m doing it in 
my own car).

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHAT IS YOUR
 GO-TO FOOD 
TO TAKE TO A BBQ?

RESULTS

POTATO SALAD

80% 

PASTA SALAD

0% 

FRUIT

0% 

VEGETABLE DISH

0% 

CORNBREAD

0%

COLE SLAW 

1% 

DESSERT

0% 

Total votes: 5

Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.
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What is your go-to food to 

take to a BBQ?

-Potato Salad

-Pasta Salad

-Fruit

-Vegetable Dish

-Cornbread

-Cole Slaw

-Dessert

One summer night, we fell in love.
One summer night, I held you tight.
You and I under the moon of love.
— “One Summer Night” song lyr-

ics by Danny Webb, recorded by the 
Danleers, June 1958

 
“What’s this you speak of … this 

summer romance thing,” a reader re-
sponded to a passing reference in last 
week’s column. 

I get comments on my column just 
about every week. Some with condo-
lences. Some inquisitive. Even a few 
that are complimentary. But this one 
would be hard to handle, and I knew 
it before I opened my big mouth. For 
two reasons. One, I’m the least quali-
fi ed to comment, qualify, or quantify 
on all things romantic. In any season. 
Check my references. And two, any-
one who has to ask about the virtues 
of summer romance just may be less 
qualifi ed than me. 

Noting both points, I ignored my 
better judgment and jumped right in 
any way.

Romance comes in all shapes, sizes, 
packaging, and with a myriad of mar-
keting campaigns, I explained. Poems, 
novels, magazines, songs, drug store 
paperbacks, and notes fi lled with ro-
mantic expressions of love, once ex-
changed in afternoon high school Eng-
lish classes. When hearts were young 
and first introduced to intellectual 
romantic literature. Like Shakespeare 
and Mad magazine.

Through it all, I’m convinced, how-
ever, that while memories fade with 
time, it’s those long-ago summer ro-
mances that are seldom ever forgotten.

“Wow, is that the voice of experi-
ence,” my questioner drawled.

“Maybe, dear reader,” I responded. 
“Many high school sweethearts con-
fess their marriage of half a century or 
more all started with love at fi rst sight. 
Others say it took a little longer for the 

love light to shine. 
But everyone’s love 
storybook reads a 
little bit diff erently. 
It all comes down 
to remembering 
one thing. 

Still ignoring bet-
ter judgment, I just 
kept talking. “First 
time smitten for me 

actually started in the spring before 
school was out. The band banquet. 
Youth Center parties. Watching Bat-
man on television together. Her family 
moved after graduation, and for me, it 
was working in the East Texas peach 
orchards. Harvesting money for col-
lege in the fall. I traveled to see her 
once that summer and again during the 
fall. But it was two lives, two worlds, 
and too much geography in between 
at that age.”

Such a touching example would 
have suffi  ced, but no. I kept digging 
myself in deeper. Sharing that time a 
couple of summers later. While toil-
ing in the Talco oil fi elds for another 
year’s funding for books and tuition. 
She was a recent high school gradu-
ate. There were summer night mov-
ies at the Martin Theater. Cruising 
Mount Pleasant streets to see who 
else was out, cruising the streets af-
ter the movie. It’s what we did then. 
Back when cars were fast and cool, 
and music spoke to hearts of summer 
romances.

But it was another September ca-
sualty. I went back to school, and she 
went with a job that took her to anoth-
er city. A really long way off . I made 
one really long trip to see her. But 
once again, two lives, two dreams, and 
a really lot more geography between.

“So, what was that one thing you 
mentioned to remember,” my reader 
asked. 

“In a minute. I’m not through. The 

third time can be the charm. Some-
times.”

By this time, I felt like I had learned 
two things. I would need more than 
one summer job to keep me in col-
lege, in summer romances, and in my 
first love: fast, loud, high-powered 
cars that won races on Saturday night. 
That’s why, for a young heart, that 
third summer romance was a match 
made in hot rod heaven. She went rac-
ing with me. 

However, that summer ended with 
a fork in the road as well. It wasn’t 
two lives this time. It wasn’t even two 
worlds. But for reasons I long won-
dered about when I thought about her, 
it was over.

“Life with its seasons can be pro-
found and perplexing at the same 
time,” I tried to wrap up. I was in this 
discussion way over my head and out-
side my skill level. I needed an exit 
ramp. There may be no seasons for 
love, but there is a time to talk and a 
time to hush. I was grasping for the 
latter. 

“Sometimes we never look back,” I 
tried to sound wise and all-knowing. 
“And other times we remember and 
wonder ‘what if?’ Such is the nature 
of summer romance,” I stopped. Then 
added, “And that’s all I have to say 
about that.”

“Wait,” he said. “You haven’t told 
me the one thing to remember.”

 “Two things. One, true love knows 
no seasons, only happiness. Two, just 
be careful — the brain is fickle. It 
works 24/7/365 until you discover the 
magic of one summer night … under 
the moon of love.

“Oh, and one thing more. Always 
avoid personal advice columns when 
you are not qualifi ed to write them.”

—Contact Leon Aldridge at leonal-
dridge@gmail.com. Other Aldridge 
columns are archived at leonaldridge.
com

LEON ALDRIDGE

Guest Columnist

JASE GRAVES

Guest Columnist

The one thing to always remember

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Send your community events to 
kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.
com

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 18 Knights of Colum-
bus Hamburger Fundraiser,
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 300 S. Cock-
rell St. next to Skelton’s Runway. 
Includes burger and fries for $10. 
For more information call 830-
317-0471 or email kofc5096@
gmail.com

May 18 Gallery Talk at Mu-
seum of the Big Bend, 1:30 
p.m. Seth Hopkins, Director of 
the Booth Western Art Museum 
will discuss Andy Warhol’s Cow-
boys and Indians display.

May 20 Musical at the Fort 
Davis High School Audito-
rium, 6:30 p.m. The first-ever 
school musical “Hillbilly Hayride” 
will be performed under the di-
rection of Mary Lynn and Chuck 
McMichael. For more informa-
tion contact Mrs. McMichael at 
mmcmichael@fdisd.com or call 
432-246-4444.

May 24 Travel Talk at Al-
pine Public Library, 7 p.m. De-
nis Foley and Rozolen Stanford 
present their 30-day circumnavi-
gation of the United States via 
Amtrak. Free to the public.

May 28-29 APD Sponsored 
Blood Drive, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 28 at the Alpine 

Police Station 309 W. Sul Ross 
Ave. and Wednesday, May 29, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. For any questions 
contact Chief Darrell Losoya at 
432-837-3486 or email losoya.
police@cityofalpine.com

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 
E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules are 
available on the front door. For 
more information, call 915-562-
4081 or aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting,
noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-
ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second 
Monday each month, Legion 
Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner 
provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 

meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine 
City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at 101 W. Ave E. Weekly running 
club to walk/run 1-3 miles. Meet 
at the Amigo garage and fi nish 
at Amigo. Call 432-837-4012 for 
more information.

Big Bend Amateur Radio 
Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 
Tuesday each month, Frontier 
Masonic Lodge #766, 2300 High-
way 118 North.

Big Bend Community Cho-
rale rehearsals, on Monday 
evenings at 6 p.m. in the Sul Ross 
Fine Arts Building, Room 200. 
All are welcome, but first con-
tact Andrew Alegria at Andrew.
alegria@sulross.edu, call 432-
837-8216, or visit bbcchorale.
wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Celebrate Recovery,  at 
Big Bend Cowboy Church on 
Thursday evenings from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. For more information 
contact CW at 432-386-3628 or 
Stacey at 432-386-2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at Al-
pine Public Library by appoint-
ment only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-
837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Pub-
lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 
432-837-2621 to make an ap-
pointment.  

Exercise Classes, at Sunshine 

House, 402 E. Holland Ave. Tues-
days-yoga and balance, Thurs-
days-strength and conditioning. 
10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Free to all. 
Contact Cindy at 512-423-2409 
for more details.

GED tutoring, at Alpine Pub-
lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 
432-837-2621 to make an ap-
pointment.  

Hike with Homeless Dogs,
9 a.m. to 10 a.m. every Thursday 

at Davis Mountains State Park 
Interpretive Center in collabora-
tion with Grand Companions. For 
more information contact Charlie 
Ewing at 432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine,
noon to 1 p.m., first and third 
Wednesdays at the Alpine Public 
Library.  

Late Night Game Night, 9 
p.m. to 11 p.m. every Thursday 
night at Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

Meet Dee Dee. Dee 
Dee is a dilute tortoise-
shell color, which is 
beautiful and unusual. 
She is a loving little 
couch potato who loves 
to be held and petted. 
She will contentedly 
make biscuits while in 
the glow of your love 
until she falls asleep. She 
was found as a stray but 
is so sweet that we must 
assume that she had a 
home at one time. Come 
meet her and make her 
yours!

We recommend cats 
be kept indoors to avoid 
getting lost or injured. 
Indoor cats can live three 
or four times longer than 
outdoor cats. With good 
care, a cat can live 15 or 
20 years, so make sure 
that if you adopt, you 
know that it is a long-
term commitment to a 
family member.

Please spay and neuter 
your pets and keep them 
responsibly contained in 
your environment.

Consider volunteering 

to walk dogs or give play 
time to the puppies or 
cats at the shelter.

Meet us at our next 
Yappy Hour at Alcove 
(the Old Saddle Club) on 
Tuesday, May 28, from 
4 to 8 p.m. We receive a 
portion of beverage sales 
during that time.

Call 432-837-2532 to 
donate, foster, or volun-
teer.

Pet promotions are 
courtesy of the Alpine 
Humane Society. Al-
pine Animal Services 
handles pet adoptions at 
the city shelter, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 6 
p.m., seven days a week 
at 2900 E. Old Marathon 
Highway. For informa-
tion about shelter pet 
adoptions, cremation ser-
vices, or lost/found pets, 
call the shelter at 432-
837-9030. If you fi nd a 
stray or injured pet, call 
the Alpine Police Depart-
ment at 432-837-3486 to 
dispatch an Animal Con-
trol Offi  cer.

PET OF THE WEEK

What is the best 
thing about 
graduating?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Marley Rokas:
Th e best part 

about graduating 
is knowing I did 

it alongside all the 
friends I made, 
professors who 
supported me, 
and the family 

who drove me all 
the way to see me 

accomplish my 
goals.

Teri Miller:
Th at feeling of 

accomplishment. I 
set a goal for myself 

and achieved it!

Sinai Valdez 
Dominguez:

Getting to see all 
of my hard work 

pay off  and having 
tangible proof of 

my achievements, 
like the cords and 

medallions. 

Paloma Mancha:
Having the 

opportunity to 
show my family 

my success and the 
joy of them being 

genuinely proud of 
me.

L

L

L

Erin Kinucan:
I completed the 
entirety of the 

program online, 
so it was fun to 
fi nally meet my 
classmates and 

professors in person 
and celebrate this 

moment together. I 
also taught full-
time while I was 

going back for my 
master’s, so getting 
to share the mini 

steps with my sweet 
third-graders was so 

fun and exciting.

L

Eleven Alpine High 
School students 
recently completed 
their 1-F welding 
certifi cation in Ag. 
Students complet-
ing this certifi ca-
tion include Reese 
Ahrens, Novah 
Carrasco, Valeria 
Crespo, Jhett Hop-
kins, Ali Maroney, 
Joaquin Martinez, 
Mia Morris, Clanc-
ey Newman, Tan-
nin Ritchie, Martin 
Sablatura, and 
Robert Vasquez.

Courtesy photo

Students complete welding certifi cation

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

NOTICE OF PASSED ORDINANCES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT THE 

CITY COUNCIL HAS PASSED THE FOLLOWING CAPTIONED 

ORDINANCES:

ORDINANCE 2024-04-02: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING 

THE INSTALLATION OF THREE WAY STOP SIGNS AT THE 

EASTBOUND AND WESTBOUND INTERSECTIONS OF NORTH 

HANCOCK DRIVE AND AVENUE B.

ORDINANCE 2024-04-03: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

CHAPTER 23 – CITY COUNCIL TO THE ALPINE CODE 

OF ORDINANCES; AMENDING ARTICLE I – IN GENERAL; 

AMENDING ARTICLE II – RULES OF PROCEDURE; AMENDING 

ARTICLE III – RULES OF DECORUM; AMENDING RULES, 

REGULATIONS, AND GUIDELINES FOR CITY COUNCIL 

MEETINGS AND PROCEDURES.

ORDINANCE 2024-04-04: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

VACATION, ABANDONMENT, AND SALE OF APPROXIMATELY 

0.128 ACRES OF CITY PROPERTY, BEING THE UNDEVELOPED 

ALLEY LYING BETWEEN LOTS 1 – 10, BLOCK 71, ORIGINAL 

TOWNSITE, BETWEEN SOUTH 1ST AND SOUTH 2ND 

STREETS IN THE CITY OF ALPINE, BREWSTER COUNTY, 

TEXAS; AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 

A DEED WITHOUT WARRANTY; DIRECTING THAT FUNDS 

FROM THE SALE OF THE CITY’S INTEREST BE DEPOSITED 

IN THE GENERAL FUND FOR THE PURPOSE OF STREET 

IMPROVEMENTS; PROVIDING FOR TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

OF SUCH THEREOF.

ORDINANCE 2024-05-06: AN ORDINANCE CANVASSING THE 

RETURNS AND DECLARING THE RESULTS OF THE MAY 4, 2024 

SPECIAL & GENERAL ELECTIONS HELD FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

ELECTING CITIZENS OF ALPINE TO THE OFFICES OF MAYOR, 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBER WARD 1, CITY COUNCIL MEMBER 

WARD 2, AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBER WARD 4.

COPIES OF THE ORDINANCES ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY 

HALL, 100 N. 13TH STREET, DURING NORMAL BUSINESS 

HOURS BETWEEN 8:00 A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. AND 1:00 P.M. TO 

5:00 P.M. COPIES MAY ALSO BE OBTAINED BY EMAILING 

CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.COM. QUESTIONS MAY BE 

DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY AT 432-

837-3301, OPTION 1.

Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

www.gmail.com
www.aa-intergroup.org
www.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
www.alpineretirementhomes.com
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 Sports

Jace Canaba

Josh Solis

Iden Lujan

David Valenzuela

The Alpine Middle 
School golf team trav-
eled to Wink on Monday 
for their first and only 
junior high golf tourna-
ment. This was a nine-
hole tournament, and 
the team consisted of 12 
boys and three girls.

The girls’ team came 
out to win and on top 
of their game. Laci 
Tarango fi nished in the 
top spot, shooting a 57, 
while Kacy Hawkins 
placed third with a 59. 
The girls’ third team 
member, Alice Saunders 
did not place but shot a 
strong 66. Unfortunate-
ly, without a full team 
of at least four, the girls’ 
team was unable to com-
pete as a team and place 
in the tournament.

The top contender 
on the boys’ team was 
Thaddeus Prieto who 
placed fifth as a med-
alist. The boys did not 
place as a team.

“This was a learning 
experience for every-

one. Most of these kids 
have never played golf 
before and it is a per-
fect opportunity to start 
learning and build up 
the program. There were 
a couple of individuals 

who stood out and have 
potential,” said Coach 
Marco Gomez. 

Also playing well, but 
not medaling were Colt 
Billings and Cristian 
Flores who both shot 62 

and JJ Lujan shot a 64 in 
the nine-hole tournament.

“Some of these kids 
really enjoyed being out 
there and have plans to 
keep on playing,” Go-
mez added.

AMS golf hits the links in their 

fi rst and only tournament

Pictured with their medals from the Wink golf tournament are Kacy 
Hawkins and Laci Tarango. 

Courtesy photo

Senior and multi-sport athlete of Alpine High School, Mia Morris, celebrated her college signing last 
week surrounded by family, coaches, and friends. Morris has committed to continuing her education 
and sports journey at Western Texas College.

Fourteen Alpine Lady 
Bucks softball players 
have been named Aca-
demic All-District as 
well as some receiving 
All-District team honors. 
The Lady Bucks were 
both District and Bi-
District champions this 
season.

Freshmen named Aca-
demic All-District include 
Isabella Shelton, Natalie 
Elguezabal, Alyna Guti-
errez, who also received 
Honorable Mention All-
District DP, Zariah Gal-
van, who also received 
First-team All-District 
Catcher honors, and 
Taryn Hardin who also 
received the All-District 
Utility Player of the Year.

Sophomore players 

named Academic All-
District include Kody 
Hawkins, who also was 
named District MVP, 
Trinity Vega, Emyliana 
Hernandez who was 
also named First-team 
All-District outfi eld, and 
Emily Sweat who was 
also named First-team 
All-District shortstop.

Juniors named Aca-
demic All-District are 
Allison Sanchez and 
Jaycee Portillo, who was 
also named the District 
Defensive Player of the 
Year. Junior Rikki Vega 
was named First-team 
All-District outfi eld.

Finally, Seniors Han-
nah Juett and Sierra 
Ruckman were named 
Academic All-District as 
well as First-team All-
District pitcher and fi rst 
base, respectively.

Four of this year’s Al-
pine Fightin’ Buck varsity 
baseball team have been 
named First-team All-
District players. Along 
with these four outstand-
ing athletes, two other 
Bucks were named to the 
Second-team All-District 
along with the district 
4-3A off ensive MVP and 
an honorable mention.

First-team All-District 

honors go to AHS senior 
and centerfielder Jace 
Canaba, catcher Josh So-
lis, fi rst baseman David 
Valenzuela, and short-
stop Iden Lujan.

This year’s 4-3A Of-
fensive MVP was A.J. 
Llanez, while pitcher 
Devon Rojo was named 
to Second-team All-
District, along with Alec 
Ramos as Second-team 
All-District utility. Hon-
orable Mention went to 
Peyton Tays.

Lady Buck commits to Western Texas College

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Seniors Hanna Juett (left) and Sierra Ruckman  
(right) are just two Lady Bucks softball team mem-
bers to receive Academic All-District honors and 
First-Team All-District honors for the 2024 season.

Courtesy photos

Lady Bucks softball 

players receive 

All-District honors
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Four AHS sluggers named 

to First-team All-District
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

EMY HERNANDEZEMY HERNANDEZ

Emy displays the true character of a multi-sport 

athlete. She is a leader on and off the field and 

role model to other athletes. Emy excelled in 

Track and Field and Softball this year.
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Maite Morales, a tennis player from Fort Davis 
will be playing in the State tennis tournament in 
San Antonio today and tomorrow.

Courtesy photo

Indian is headed to state

The Alpine High School boys’ track and fi eld team was recognized at this year’s All-Sports Awards 
Banquet.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

Boys’ track and fi eld recognized

Hatfi eld Cason (center) stands with his parents 
Coach Cory Cason and his dad Sam while he 
displays his track and fi eld plaques and certifi -
cates. Cason was this year’s high point scorer 
and the boys’ track athlete of the year.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

Proud parents

Alpine High School’s boys’ head track coach Wayne 
Schroeder relays fi nal words to the athletes he’s 
coached at this year’s All-Sports Awards Banquet. 
Schroeder is retiring after 54 years in education.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

The Lady Bucks softball team stands on stage at 
this year’s All-Sports Awards Baquet held at the 
Alpine Civic Center.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

Final words Awaiting recognition

J.P. Valenzuela pos-
es for a photo at the 
recent Alpine High 

School All-Sports 
Banquet held at the 

Alpine Civic Cen-
ter. Valenzuela was 

a strong member 
of this year’s boys’ 

track and fi eld 
team.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

Senior and multi-
sport athlete Novah 
Carrasco is all 
smiles as she makes 
her way to the stage 
during this year’s 
All-Sports Awards 
Banquet held at 
the Alpine Civic 
Center.

Photo by 
Felipe Fierro

Smiles all aroundStanding proud

New OwnersNew Owners
Outwest Feed & Supply is nowOutwest Feed & Supply is now

We can�t wait to be a part of the Alpine 
Community and the Big Bend W�t Texas area. 

We are h�e to handle anything you need 
with equipment, feed, animal suppli�, 

w�t�n wear and hun�ng clothing.
 We ha� you co�red.

2600 Hwy 90 | Alpine | 432-837-5792
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TEXAS

CROSSWORD
by Charley & Guy Orbison
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “changes

      his mind as often 

      __  __ does socks”

  5  a star in Texas-

      fi lmed “Silkwood”

  6  Houston has big

      ___nautics industry

  7  early slavery case

      plaintiff: ____ Scott

  8  one impeachment

      charge against “Pa”

      Ferguson in 1917

17  Fort Worth spring

      festival: “___fest”

18  reparations for

      wrongs

21  TXism: “big biscuit

      __ the pan” (boss)

22  river movement

23  TXism: “weak __  _

      ___-day-old kitten”

24  TXism: “attracted

      like a ___  __  _

      chew toy”

29  car horn sound

30  Palestine AM radio

31  hosp. trauma area

32  TXism: “numerous

      __  ___  _____

      in Texas”

34  canal or great lake

35  TX George Jones’

      “___ Name Is”

36  caused to be loved

37  TXism: “____ a line”

      (go fi sh)

38  Lubbock has the

      highest crime ____

      in Texas (2024)

39  the only NHL team

      in Texas (2 wds.)

41  belly button

42  TXism: “heap of”

  1  UT comic strip by

      Berkeley Breathed,

      with “The” (2 wds.)

  2  seat of Grayson

      County

  3  notary words in 

      Texas: “. . . I _____

      certify that . . .”

  4  to gradually wear

      away a Texas beach

  9  jewelry retailer

      based in Texas

10  Houston rock band

      if it was missing a

      “Z” (2 wds.)

43  San Antonio NBA team

44  “gotta _____ all my

      bases”

45  TX Betty Buckley was on

      the last three seasons of

      this HBO prison drama

46  pub brew

47  TX Zina Garrison won

      tennis gold in 1988 at

      Olympics in South _____

48  TV western for TX Patricia

      Blair: “The ________”

50  Travis

      drew _  ____

      in the dirt at

      the Alamo

51  “___ riot, one

      Ranger”

52  peculiar

53  blues guitarist, TX

      Stevie ___ Vaughan

11  “I searched 

      high and ___”

12  Rangers announcer,

      Nadel (init.)

13  TXism: “just cause

      a chicken has wings

      don’t ____  __ can

      fl y” (looks deceiving)

14  TXism: “never let ‘__

      ___ you sweat”

15  tidy

16  explosive letters

19  treble speaker

20  stallion base of the

      King Ranch quarter

      horses “Old ______”

22  rock-forming mineral

24  Gov. “__” Ferguson

25  “got no ___ for it”

26  TXism: “big frog

      in the ____” (VIP)

27  big _____ wave

28  Sam Houston’s

      Cherokee chief:

      ___-___-te-ka

29  “____ you!” (said

      after a sneeze)  

30  Texas singer/actor

      Kristofferson

33  historical period

34  TXism: “still wet

      behind the ____”

35  TXism: “does a cat

      ____  _ climbing

      gear?” (yes)

37  uncarpeted (2 wds.)

38  Sam Houston’s

      Cherokee name

40  seat of Swisher

      County

41  singer, TX Jones

      (without the “h”)

44  “y’all ____ back”

47  in Karnes County

      on highway 72

49  actress, TX Darnell

P-1689
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Sale ends 5/31/24

Dear Neil: There has 
been an exponential in-
crease in the number 
of thistle plants on my 
rural property this year. 
Although I have found a 
terrifi c garden tool that 
lets me extract them 
roots and all, I don’t 
have the energy. I don’t 
want to use toxic chemi-
cals. What other options 
do I have?

It’s been quite a year ev-
erywhere for thistles. I’m 
sure the rainy spring has 
brought them along. Mow-
ing would be your only 
other option. If you mow 
early and often, you’ll 
keep them from fl owering 
and going to seed, there-
fore yielding even more 
thistles next year. I am 
comfortable recommend-
ing the responsible use of 
a broad-leafed weedkiller 
containing 2,4-D to elimi-
nate them while they’re 
young and developing 
plants. The level of toxic-
ity of such a product to hu-

mans would be very low 
compared to many other 
products we use every day 
in and around our homes. 
You’re too late for this 
year, however. The plants 
in your photo have already 
gone to seed.

Dear Neil: We have 
been overtaken by these 
furry caterpillars this 
year. They are devour-
ing our garden. What 
will control them? Will 
they sting me?

These are not going to 
infl ict any kind of pain-

ful sting, and almost any 
general-purpose insec-
ticide will control them. 
Choose one, of course, 
that has been labeled for 

use on edible crops. These 
are not a looping type of 
caterpillar, but the Bacil-

lus thuringiensis biological 
worm control that I recom-

mend for loopers will also 
control these very well.

Dear Neil: I have en-

joyed the Turk’s cap in 

my garden for many 

years. This year, howev-

er, some of the leaves are 

curved inward, almost 

tied in knots. Is this a 

problem? What would 

cause it?

This kind of abnormal 

growth is almost always 

caused by one of two 

things. Aphids can at-
tack tender new growth 
in the early spring with 
their piercing, sucking 
mouthparts. That will re-
sult in distorted growth, 
although usually not this 
bad. This really looks like 
the impact of a broad-
leafed weedkiller work-
ing as a growth hormone. 
This can result in drift or 
contamination of equip-
ment by 2,4-D. Usually, 

the plants outgrow it if 
it’s just a glancing blow. 
Some plants are ultra-sen-
sitive to the herbicide and 
can be impacted by appli-
cations made hundreds of 
yards away if the wind is 
just right.

Mowing early and often can keep thistle yields down

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG
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May 12, 1977
Governor Dolf Brisco delivered the keynote address dur-
ing Sul Ross State University’s graduation ceremony on 
Friday. More than 150 graduates walked across the stage 
for the 51st annual commencement ceremony.

Have a question you’d 
like Neil to consider? E-
mail him at mailbag@
sperrygardens.com. Neil 
regrets that he cannot reply 
to questions individually.

May 12, 1977
A photo of the abandoned church 40 miles south of Marfa. 
The church was prominently featured in the “Andromeda 
Strain” movie.

May 12, 1977
ABOVE: As the light bulb sale, scheduled for May 13 and 
14, approaches, incoming Lions President Avinash Rangra 
and John Barlow, the dedicated light bulb sale chairman, 
are gearing up. The charity funds raised from this event 
will be directed towards the Lions Sight-Saving program. 

May 12, 1977 
LEFT: Rusty Moore, who will be playing for the First 
National Bank Team, misjudged a ground ball during the 
Little League tryouts last week.

www.mccoys.com
www.mccoys.com
www.sperrygardens.com
www.morrisonhardware.com


 

make many pause, Edie 
shares that she decided 
that no matter what can-
cer did to her, she would 
continue to move until 
her last breath. And thus, 
she began her walk.

“It kind of got me 
through cancer. You be-
come a walking prayer. 
With all the treatments, I 
had to do something,” she 
said.

“I try to walk three miles 
an hour,” said Edie, outfi t-
ted in her bright orange re-
fl ective vest. She laughed 
and said that otherwise, 
she’d never get through 
Alpine to Marfa.

“It’s about 20 miles, so 
that will take me a good 
three days,” said Edie.

While walking for days, 
those cold desert nights are 
just as important. Original-
ly from Oklahoma, Edie 
travels with her husband of 
48 years, who drives their 
home on wheels to meet 
her at her stops. They had 
traded their house for a 
camper van to support the 
dream of traveling. He is 
an avid cyclist who works 
remotely at a desk he out-
fi tted in their van.

Their diff erent hobbies 
balance the other’s out, “I 
am so lucky because he 
hates to walk, but he loves 

to bicycle. As a walker, 
I hate bicycles and love 
to walk. So, we are very 
compatible,” said Edie.

After 832,000 milli-
grams of chemotherapy, 
the loss of 6% of her liver, 
and damage to her colon, 
stomach, right lung, and 
throat, walking became 
her therapy in more ways 
than one. “I have to walk 
because I have one lung. 
If I don’t walk, I don’t 
breathe,” Edie said. She 
devotes a lot of credit to 
her healing journey to 
walking, going as far as 
to say that you can get 
addicted to it. Walking is 
her way of connecting to 
“people, places, and God.” 
Her treatment wasn’t just 
chemo, it was sunshine, 
fresh air, and the people 
that she met too.

She described how she 
sees the world from the 
perspective of someone 
who is outside experienc-
ing it day in and day out, 
sharing that there is some-
thing so alive about being 
outside. One thing that 
becomes apparent when 
speaking to Edie is her 
eagerness and hunger to 
experience things deeply 
and sincerely wherever 
she fi nds herself.

While walking, she 

takes photos of things that 
remind her of her friends 
to send to them and asks 
questions about the com-
munity, wanting to learn 
as much local history as 
the locals know.

“I think that in our po-
larized world today, I think 
that we’d love each other 
a lot more if we’d walk 
more because we would 
understand each other. Cu-
riosity replaces condemna-
tion,” said Edie, expanding 
on her “walking makes us 
curious” philosophy.

Edie believes that there 
is a story to be found ev-
erywhere and that once 
we understand the story 
by walking in another’s 
shoes, it can inspire that 
spirit of empathy.

At that point, she had 
walked 1,300 miles of the 
Old Spanish Trail Road, 
but she said she still had 
quite a way to go. She 
had walked through Fort 
Stockton the previous days 
and was headed for Marfa 
the next. 

To make the journey 
more manageable, she 
walks for four or fi ve days 
and then takes a day off . 

This journey isn’t her 
fi rst across Texas. “I start-
ed from San Antonio to 
the Sabine River and then 

walked from San Antonio 
to the Pecos River.” After 
her last Texas walk, she 
walked Louisiana, Missis-
sippi, and Alabama until 
she reached Florida. 

Edie has also walked the 
1,600-mile Mission Trail. 
When she got to Florida, 
she knew that she had un-
fi nished business in Texas 
and decided to fi nish it. 

She told herself at that 
point, “You have to fi nish 
Texas. It’s not going to be 
easy, but you have to do 
it.” 

While walking through 
Alpine, she admired the 
murals that grace the al-
leyways and buildings 
exteriors and the windows 
of the local businesses. 
She said, “If you didn’t 
know these were here, 
you would miss them!” 
Walking down Holland 
Avenue and then historic 
Murphy Street, Edie ex-
pressed her fascination 
with the city’s history and 
architecture. 

Edie sees the world she 
is walking through, trying 
to absorb every minute 
of this uncertain life that 
doesn’t off er many prom-
ises to those who live it.

Currently, Edie is almost 
to Van Horn in her walk 
through Texas.
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ARREST • FROM 1

WALKING • FROM 1

children’s literacy pro-
grams, or the arts. The 
final amount of these 
dividends will be avail-
able this July.

The court voted to ap-
prove to increase the 
amount of two budgets. 
The county’s autopsy 
budget was increased by 
$50,000 and the technol-
ogy budget was increased 
by $25,000. In both cas-
es, these increases will be 
sourced from the general 
surplus fund.

Regular autopsies usu-
ally cost approximately 
$2,600 but that amount 
increases to about $3,000 
when a toxicology report 
is required. It is currently 
unknown why the cost 
has increased consis-
tently every year, as the 
allotted budget is almost 
always surpassed.

The $5,000 contract 
with PermiaCare was 
also up for approval, this 
amount was already set 
aside during the budget-
ing process for 2024 and 
was approved.

Another contract, the 
agreement with Emer-
gent Air, was ratifi ed for 
a year extension since the 
initial contract expired in 
March.

Beyond contracts, 

the road and bridge su-
perintendent, Frenchie 
Causey, gave his depart-
ment’s report. Afterward, 
Judge Greg Henington 
announced that Causey 
would be retiring soon 
and that July 13 is ex-
pected to be his last day.

“I’ll be around, just a 
phone call away,” Causey 
said after the court con-
gratulated him and shared 
that he is currently con-
sidering his replacement.

The new emergency 
management coordina-
tor, James Etchison, gave 
his report and shared that 
one of his fi rst projects 
has been to check all the 
Brewster County fi re ex-
tinguishers and hydrants 
for issues and replace-
ment needs. Etchison 
said that this area is cur-
rently the driest in the 
country and requested 
that the 45-day burn ban 
be renewed again, which 
the court readily ap-
proved.

The next regular Com-
missioners Court meeting 
is scheduled for May 28. 
A special closed meeting 
will be held next week 
on May 21 to discuss a 
security report based on 
a recent study conducted 
for the county.

was this past Monday 
in Denver. He is being 
charged with one count 
of conspiracy to possess 
with intent to distribute 
fentanyl and one count 
of possession with intent 
to distribute fentanyl. If 
Steele is convicted, he 
faces 20 years to life in 
prison for each count. 
Sentencing will be de-
termined by a federal 
district court judge after 
they consider U.S. Sen-
tencing Guidelines and 

other statutory factors. 
The investigation into 

this matter is being con-
ducted by Homeland Se-
curity Investigations and 
the Texas Department of 
Public Safety Criminal 
Investigation along with 
the assistance of the Al-
pine Police Department, 
Brewster County Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce, and the U.S. 
Postal Inspection Service.

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Amy Greenbaum is pros-
ecuting the case.

Alpine Elementary fourth grad-
ers took a fi eld trip to Village Farms 
in Marfa to check out their tomato 
greenhouses and how they produce 
the tomatoes that are used in a variety 
of ways from raw to tomato sauce.

Courtesy photo

Learning where 

their food 

comes from

www.alpineavalanche.com


 

MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

WANT TO BUY

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - � e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. � e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 
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Mobile homes 
and spaces. Close 
to Sul Ross Uni-
versity.  Frontier 
Mobile Home 
Village. 1102 N. 
9th St. trailer #35 
Alpine.  Call 432-
837-2736   

FOR RENT/LEASE  

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539 

 407 E Lockhart #2 
3 BR / 1 Bath Rent 
$1095.00/mo + 
Deposit 432-249-
0293

102 Baeza 
Circle – Ft. Davis, 
2 BR / 1 bath, Rent 
$1,000.00/mo + 
deposit.  432-249-
0293

407 E. Lockhart 
Apt#1, 2 BR / 1 
1/2 Bath, Rent 
$1195.00/ mo + 
Deposit, 432-249-
0293

2 BR 1 BA duplex 
unit for rent. 
South Central 
Alpine, $800/
mo, with fenced 
backyard.  Call 
432-294-2977 

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedicated 
employees to 
fi ll night audit.  
Excellent pay and 
benefi ts.  Please 
apply in person at 
2607 West High-
way 90.

Holiday Inn 
Express is seek-
ing dedicated 
employees to fi ll 
morning front 
desk, breakfast 
attendant, and 
housekeeping 
positions. Please 
apply in person at 
2004 East High-
way 90.  

WANT TO BUY

I buy cast iron 
skillets please text 
or call 512-963-
7533 

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812
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Now Hiring

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original 

Letters Testamentary for the Estate of 

JOHN H. FINLEY, SR, Deceased, were 

issued to C. Etheline Finley on May 14, 

2024, by the County Court of Brewater 

County, Texas, acting in Cause No. 

PR03166, sty;led in Re: Estate of JOHN 

H. FINLEY, SR, Deceased, in which 

Court the matter is pending.

Claims my be presented in care of the 
attorney for the estate, addressed as 

follows:
  

All Persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently being 

administered are required to present 
them within the time and in the manner 

prescribed by law.

Dated this May 14, 2024.

Representative:
Estate John H. Finley, 
Deceased
c/o W. E. HERMAN III
Attorney at Law
Alpine :Law Center
PO Box 252
Alpine, Texas 79831-0252

C. Etheline Finley

_________________________
By: ______________________
W.E. HERMAN III
Attorney for the Estate

Village Farms is seeking a detailed 
oriented individual to join our team as

Shipping/Receiving Clerk
for our Marfa 2 location.

Responsibilities include loading 
and unloading, forklift operation, 

preparation of shipping documents, 
verify deliveries, maintain warehouse 

and other general duties.

Requirements: Must be willing to work 

weekends and holidays, ability to 
work independently, verbal, and 

written communication skills, working 
knowledge of computers and forklift 

pass a pre-employment drug screen.

Interested candidates should call 
(432)729-3071 Ext. 607

or fax resume to (432)375-6241.
Applications are also available at Village 

Farms Security Stations 3 Miles N. Hwy 17 
Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 17 FT. Davis, TX

Reach potential buyers

when you advertise 

in the Classifi eds!

Place your ad today at

432-837-3334
or 

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

One Spot.
Lots of 

Possibilities!

CARS, TRUCKS,
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR
SALE & FOR RENT

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS

PETS FOR ADOPTION

GARAGE SALES

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH, 
MUCH MORE.

ALPINE 
AVALANCHE
CLASSIFIEDS

 Ca l l  us  at  432 .837 .3334

Subscribe to the Avalanche today!

or visit us online www.alpineavalanche.com

432-837-3334

“Last time I had a garage sale I did not put it in 
the paper and I did not have a good turn out at 
all. I always do because I put  it in the paper.”
                                                   - Susie Gonzales

God    God    
Bless Bless 

AmericaAmerica

Want to buy old 
Colt pistols and 
old Winchester 
Lever Action rifl es. 
Daytime phone 
#: 432-294-2094. 
Nights/weekends: 
432-364-2234 

FOR SALE

Drive Medical 
Trident HEAVY 
DUTY POWER 
CHAIR:  Like new 
– used very little.  
Has a buckwheat 
hull seat cover.  
$1,500.  432-371-
2806

FARM AND 
RANCH

$3 Ungraded 
Eggs, Shifl et 
House sells 
Ungraded Eggs 
$3 a dozen.  Text 
your order to be 
delivered (432)-
294-4737 Tips 
appreciated.  

VEHICLES

LIKE NEW - 2022 
F350, 12.5K 
miles, midnight 
blue, $48,000, by 
owner.  432-284-
9664

1961 Austen 
Bugeye Historic 
British Car, red, 
2-seater. 5 speed 
manual transmis-
sion, runs but 
needs work. Will 
pass inspection. 
Spare parts and 
brand-new inte-
rior. $6,000 -price 
negotiable. Call 
410-703-4709

Historic British 
Car, 1958 Austen 
35, Right-side 
steering, tight 
4-seater, manual 
transmission. 
Runs but needs 
upkeep. Will pass 
inspection. Com-
pletely original. 
Paper work from 
when it left the 
factory. Pastel 
Aqua Green. 
$6,000- price 
negotiable. 410-
703-4709

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.cityofalpine.com/employment
www.alpineavalanche.com


 

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133
Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas
www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.
432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280
Pastor Stephen White

 Latter-Day Saints
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego
Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449
Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St
http://bigbenduu.org 

MESSIANIC
Hebraic Roots Aviv Fellowship 

Shabbat 12 Noon Saturday 
Chaplain’s Garvin & Stephanie Shiflet 
51160 TX-118 South, (432) 371-2999

HebraicRootsAvivFellowship.or

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822
Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL
Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday
1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 
Laura Belkin, 729-3063 
6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH
Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AI

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

FORT DAVIS  |  ALPINE  |  PRESIDIO

WWW.MAVERICK.BANK  |  (432) 837-1888

The more the war in 
Gaza continues, the more 
I find myself grieving for 
those who have lost fam-
ily and friends in the ongo-
ing violence in Israel and 
Gaza. Having worked with 
refugees, I am aware of the 
horrors that those whose 
lives are touched by war, 
face. This is not a question 
of who is right and who is 
wrong. I believe that none 
of us have the right to de-
cide that another person’s 
life should be cut short. I 
believe God grieves when 
those who are made in the 
image of God kill and maim 
each other. God is a God of 
peace not of war. This type 
of death and violence is a 
distortion of God’s inten-
tion for all persons. Out of 
my grief this day, I hope you 
will pray with me:
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BY MICHAEL WALLENS
Priest in charge-Big Bend Episcopal Churches

In what activities did 

you participate in 

high school?

I’ve participated in band 

all four years of high 

school.�

Who was your 

favorite teacher/

coach, and why?

My favorite teacher by 

far was Mrs. Crump. She 

was always helpful and 

so kind to everyone.�

What was your 

favorite moment in 

the last four years?

My favorite moment of 

the last four years was 

going on all the band 

trips.

What are your plans 

after high school? 

After high school, I’d 

like to travel as much�as 

possible.�
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111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

MAYA DOUGHTYMAYA DOUGHTY

Praying for those in Gaza and Israel

Second graders at Alpine Elementary spent Tuesday learning at their “Glow Day”, which included 
glow sticks, glow glasses, and even some glowing chalk.

Courtesy photo

Glowing achievements

God, we enter into your tears today.
We weep with you for innocent lives lost.

Our hearts groan with grief for life distorted by death.
We do not know how to pray,

But your Spirit groans within us,
With sighs too deep for words.

When our needs burden us,
And the pain of our world overwhelms us,

Your Spirit is here.
It breathes in all people,

In all places.
Lord may it breathe today
Peace in the midst of war,

Comfort in the midst of horror,
Life in the midst of death.

and so.....
We pray for a peace that ends oppression and 

secures a safe homeland for all.
For continuing 75 years of apartheid and wanting to 

destroy the other is no peace. 
We pray for a peace which frees the captive.

For asking 2.3 million people to go back to an open-
air prison is no peace. 

We pray for a peace beyond “de-escalation” 
For turning a blind eye to historic harm is no peace. 

We pray for a peace that only comes from 
freedom, justice, equality, and dignity of all peoples

For anything less is no peace. 
May peace prevail. AMEN

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.ffacebook.com/gcfalpine
www.maverick.bank
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating  

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT 

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

FLOORING

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BOUNCE HOUSE/PARTY

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435  |  877.493.7862  |  WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

R&K JUMPING BALLOONS
PARTY SUPPLIES

WE OFFER:
Party Packages

Tables w/chairs

Hot Dogs Machine

Popcorn Machine

Snow cone Machine 

Cotton Candy Machine

Please Contact:
432.299.1100

Family Owned & Operated

Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. 

Alpine • 432-837-7275

Towing Available • Estimates

Family Owned

Served Alpine Since 1995 •

WINDSHIELD AND AUTOMOTIVE CALIBRATION

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

432-336-3939
301 North Main St. 

Fort Stockton, TX

Alexus Davis
Funeral Director

Tracy Cockrell
Funeral Assistant

Alma Rodriguez
Funeral Assistant

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

Big Bend Floors
and More, LLC
Quality Floor Installation

at an affordable priceppppppppp

Roy Woosley

432-386-5117
REWflooring@gmail.com

Veteran and Law Enforcement Discount

Residential 

and 

Commercial

TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR BUSINESS 

CALL

432-837-3334
OR

432-336-2281

BODY SHOP

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
www.wtnb.com
www.alpinepubliclibrary.org
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

TREATING TREATING 

YOURSELF YOURSELF 

TO NEW TO NEW 

CLIENTS?CLIENTS?

WE WE 
HAHAVEVE
YOU YOU 

COVERED!COVERED!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & RESERVE

YOUR SPACE!

PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@fi ndaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

TIRES

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 
432�837�3334 OR 432�336�2281  

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W. 
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

432-837-3334 432-336-2281

432-336-3314 
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa, 

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We off er the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

www.legacybrokergroup.com | 432-837-3325

MECHANIC

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com
www.aranchoutwest.com
www.shiflethouse.com


 

EGG SALAD SANDWICHES
It is almost unheard of for showers, 

luncheons, or picnics in the South to not 
have these on the table.

INGREDIENTS

8 large eggs
½ cup mayonnaise
¼ cup thinly sliced green onions, plus 

more for garnish
2 teaspoons spicy brown mustard
2 teaspoons hot dog relish
¾ teaspoon kosher salt
½ teaspoon paprika
¼ teaspoon garlic powder
¼ teaspoon black pepper
Crackers or bread

DIRECTIONS

Fill a large pot with water and bring to a 
boil over high heat. Carefully lower the 
eggs into the boiling water, cooking undis-
turbed for 11 minutes and 30 seconds.

While eggs are cooking, fill a large 
bowl halfway with ice, then add water to 
cover the ice and set aside.

Using a slotted spoon or spider, 
immediately transfer cooked eggs from 
boiling water to an ice bath. Let stand 
until completely cooled, at least five 
minutes or up to 30 minutes.  

Peel and chop the eggs and place 
into a medium bowl.

Add the remaining ingredients and 
mix well until fully combined. 

Serve immediately with crackers or 
bread.

FRIED GREEN TOMATOES
INGREDIENTS

The secret to making great fried green 
tomatoes is an unripe tomato.

Ingredients
1 egg, lightly beaten
½ cup all-purpose flour, divided
½ cup buttermilk
½ cup cornmeal
1 teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon pepper
3 green tomatoes, cut into 1/3-inch slices
Vegetable oil

DIRECTIONS

Mix together the egg and buttermilk 
and set aside. Combine ¼ cup all-pur-
pose flour, cornmeal, salt, and pepper in 
a shallow bowl or pan.

Dredge the tomato slices in the 
remaining ¼ cup flour, then dip into the 
egg mixture, and finally dredge in the 
cornmeal mixture.

Pour about ¼ to ½ inch of oil into a 
large, cast-iron skillet and heat to 375 
degrees. Drop tomatoes into the hot oil 
in batches, cooking for two minutes on 
each side or until golden.

Drain on paper towels or a rack and 
sprinkle hot tomatoes with salt.

CUCUMBER SANDWICHES
Light, refreshing, and great for your next shower, picnic, or snack.

INGREDIENTS

1 large English cucumber, thinly 
sliced (a mandolin works well 
in this instance for consistent 
slice thickness.)

½ teaspoon salt
1 8-ounce package of softened 

cream cheese
2 tablespoons of mayonnaise
1 tsp lemon zest
2 tablespoons chopped fresh dill
2 tablespoons chopped chives
8 slices of firm sandwich bread

DIRECTIONS

In a medium bowl, toss the sliced cucumber with 
salt, making sure they are completely coated.

Spread the slices in an even layer on a clean, kitchen 
towel.

Roll the towel and let it stand and absorb the mois-
ture from the slices while you prepare the remaining 
ingredients.

In another medium bowl, stir together the cream 
cheese, mayonnaise, and lemon zest until smoothly 
combined.

Stir in the dill and chives, mixing well.
Place your four slices of bread onto a cutting board 

and spread about a ¼ cup of the cream cheese mixture 
on each slice.

Unroll the towel with the cucumber slices, and 
divide them between the four slices of bread, placing 
them evenly on the cream cheese.

Place the remaining four slices of bread on top to 
make the sandwiches, pressing down lightly.

If desired, slice off the crusts, then cut in half or into 
triangles. 

Serve immediately or wrap tightly and refrigerate for 
up to four hours.
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900 E. Avenue E, Alpine, Texas

$4 OFF YOUR FIRST APP
ORDER

When outside tempera-
tures begin to rise, dining 
al fresco becomes popu-
lar once again. The types 
of food that are prepared 
also gain in popularity 
during this time of year. Or 
perhaps, they regain their 
popularity, because they 
have always been popular.

We’re discussing pic-
nic and BBQ foods like 
potato salads, icebox 
pies, fresh fruit, and gar-
den vegetables.

But there are a few 
dishes, while perfect for 
these outdoor or spring 
and summertime meals, 
that sometimes get over-
looked in favor of oth-
ers. Perhaps because of 

the ingredients or even 
because of the occasion.  
Here are a few of some 
of the easiest, and best 
recipes to add to your 
outdoor dining experi-
ence as the temperatures 
are on the rise.

When temperatures rise

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Scatter your table with southern favorites


