
 

The Alpine City Council held 

their regularly scheduled meet-

ing on Tuesday, April 2. 

Alpine City Manager, Me-

gan Antrim shared the exciting 

news that Alpine has been listed 

in the top 10 for the Keep Texas 

Beautiful Governor’s Achieve-

ment Award. Alpine was also 

awarded fi rst place for its area 

and population. The award ac-

companies a $130,000 grant 

for any project along the state 
highway. 

During this meeting, Mayor 
Catherine Eaves presented em-
ployees from animal control 
with recognition in observance 
of their service and proclaimed 
that the second week of April 
was Animal Care and Control 
Appreciation Week. 

Next, Eaves asked for the mem-
bers of police dispatch to come 
forward and also proclaimed the 

Off the coast of the 
South American coun-
try of Ecuador lie the 
Galapagos Islands. They 
are a wildlife lover, and 
coincidentally photogra-
phers’ paradise. Lee Hoy 
has made his childhood 
dream of being a wild-
life photographer come 
to life, having visited 
these islands more than 
six times since he em-
barked upon the journey 
from dream to reality.

If you have never had 
the opportunity to gaze 
upon one of Hoy’s wild-
life photographs, this is 
something that should 
be remedied post-haste. 
A native of Oklahoma, 
Hoy spent time in both 
Texas and Oklahoma 
growing up. He would 
spend time in Big Bend 
with his grandparents 
and vacations with his 

educator parents, im-
mersed in nature and 
wildlife, and these ex-
periences brought him 
full circle into what has 
developed into a busy, 
and satisfying career in 
wildlife photography. 
Hoy credits his start in 
photography to a book 
he picked up as a teenag-
er by John Shaw entitled 
“The Nature Photogra-
phers Field Guide.”

His fi rst good, work-
ing camera was a gift 
from his grandparents in 
high school, and while in 
college, he was present-
ed an opportunity by one 
of his professors to cre-
ate a vegetative map of 
Big Bend National Park. 
At 18, he embarked on 
this immersive adven-
ture that solidified his 
love of everything Big 
Bend. 

Hoy offi  cially moved 
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AVFD 
members 
complete 
training

Alpine named in Keep Texas Beautiful top 10

Last Thursday, March 
28, the Alpine Emer-
gency Services Board 
(AESB) held its regu-
larly scheduled meeting. 
All members of the board 
were in attendance.

After Chairman Paul 
Loeffl  er called the meet-
ing to order, the meet-
ing followed with an 
invocation, pledge of 
allegiance, and approval 
of the minutes from the 
last board meeting in 
February. Following the 
approval of the minutes, 
Stacy Wood gave the 
treasurer’s report, sup-
plying the board mem-
bers with a copy of the 
profit and loss report, 
checking balance, total 
equity, and the fund-
ing, mostly from 2023 
that rolled into this year. 
This report covered 
the months of January 
through March of this 
year.

Wood also noted that 
the fi rst transactions on 
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The Alpine Kiwanis Club held its annual easter egg hunt on Saturday morning at Kokernot Park. Local kids charged 
across the grassy playground to collect eggs. They followed this up by taking photos with the easter bunny.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

On the hunt
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Local photographer’s childhood dream becomes reality

See HOY • 6

Alpine City Mayor, Catherine Eaves recognized Jennifer 
Stewart, Charles Fox, Samantha Johnson, Vanessa Soto, and 
Adrien Quintella for their many dedicated hours in animal 
control and shelter service.

Lee Hoy photographs a sting ray during a trip to the Galapagos Islands.

Photo courtesy of Lee Hoy
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Ismael Robledo

July 8, 1932 - March 27, 
2024

Ismael Robledo passed 
away peacefully with his 
family by his side in San 
Jose at 91 years of age. 
He was born in Alpine 
and was a veteran of the 
Air Force.

He will be remem-
bered for his remarkable 
soul, kindness, smile, 

and generosity. He was 
a great listener with a 

razor-sharp mind, and 

we could always count 

on his impeccable mem-

ory to recall dates and 

names that we couldn’t 

recall.

He was a maestro of 

melody who strummed 

the strings and keys of 

both guitar and accordion 

with passion. Home was 

his sanctuary, where his 

singing fi lled every room 

and the news of MSN-

BC, or the timeless tales 

of his beloved westerns 

rang throughout. Noth-

ing brought him more joy 

than receiving Snapchats 

from his grandchildren, 

each image a glimpse 

into their world, fol-

lowed by a text message 

or call that never failed to 

light up his face with his 

infectious smile.

Ismael is reunited with 

his beloved wife of 50 

years, Marge Robledo; 

son, Manuel Robledo; 

and his sweet Schnauzer, 

Reina in heaven.

He is survived by his 

children, Ernest Roble-

do, Lucinda Callaghan 

(Thomas Prudell), Rita 

Milazzo (John); and his 

stepdaughter, Monica 

Ramos (Kilos); grand-

children, Rachel Ryan 

(Nick), Lena and Victo-

ria Robledo, Karen Cal-

laghan, Brianna, Marcus 

and Marissa Milazzo, 

and Ruben, Rolando, 

and Rita Ramos; great-

grandchildren, Colt, and 

Palmer Ryan; and grand 

dogs, Mia Milazzo, Zoey 

and Tito Callaghan. Pri-

vate services have been 

held.

Vicente Vega Urquidez

Vicente Vega Urquidez, 
loving husband, father, 
grandfather, and great-
grandfather, left this world 
on March 31 in his home-
town of Alpine. Born in the 
same town on December 
16, 1947, Vicente’s legacy 
will forever be remem-
bered by those whose lives 
he touched.

In his illustrious career, 
Vicente worked diligently 

for the Santa Fe Railroad, 

the Texas Highway Depart-

ment, Sul Ross State Uni-

versity, and even began his 
journey at the Coca-Cola 
Company. His dedication 
and strong work ethic were 
evident in every role he un-
dertook.

Beyond his professional 
accomplishments, Vicente’s 
true joy came from his fam-
ily. He was a devoted family 
man who cherished his time 
with his beloved wife of 57 
years, Margie D. Urquidez, 
their children Vince, Jude, 
and Mercedes, as well as 

their seven grandchildren 
and six great-grandchildren. 
Family meant everything to 
him.

Known for his love of 
the outdoors and grilling 
delicious meals under the 
open sky, Vicente’s pas-
sion for cooking outdoors 
brought smiles to many 
faces. His warm person-
ality and sense of humor 
brightened the lives of all 
who knew him. He will be 
greatly missed by all who 

had the privilege of know-
ing him.

Among Vicente’s proud-
est accomplishments were 
being a loving, kind, and 
funny father; a supportive 
husband; and a reliable 
provider for his family. His 
unwavering love and care 
created a strong foundation 
that will continue to guide 
his family through life.

In addition to his imme-
diate family members men-
tioned above, Vicente is 

also survived by four broth-
ers and one sister who will 
carry on his memory with 
love and fondness.

Vicente’s presence will 
be deeply missed but his 
spirit lives on through the 
memories shared by those 
who had the pleasure of 
knowing him. May he rest 
in peace knowing he was 
cherished beyond measure.

Services have been en-
trusted to Alpine Memorial 
Funeral Home.

OBITUARIES

When I was in graduate 
school, to make ends meet 
(sort of), I worked for the 
Parks Division of Texas 
Parks & Wildlife. I was as-
signed to produce a survey 
history of a new State His-
toric Park, Fort Lancaster. 
One of the most isolated and 
desolate posts in Texas, Fort 
Lancaster, 1855-1861, was 
in the Pecos River valley 
near Live Oak Creek. 

As opposed to most of the 
other frontier forts built to 
protect the Overland Trail to 
California, no civilian settle-
ment grew up to enliven a 
larger community. The gar-
rison itself never numbered 
more than one hundred 
men, and often near half that 
number. The troops were as-
signed the duty of protecting 
the road and as infantry, they 
had no real ability to pursue 
the Apaches who called the 
region home. 

Recently I was asked to 
present a paper at the annual 
meeting of the Oregon-Cal-
ifornia Trails Association, 
through the Southern Trail 
Association, a subset of the 
larger organization. I chose 
as my topic one of those un-
known, but interesting and 
important fi gures in the his-
tory of the American West, 
Doctor Jacob D.B. Stillman. 
A man possessed of consid-
erable wanderlust, in 1855 
Stillman decided to visit 
Texas, a place he thought 
“inhabited by an Elysium of 
rogues.” He had an agree-
ment to publish a report of 
his adventures with the New 
York “Crayon,” at the time a 
leading journal of landscape 
art. 

By happenstance, Still-
man found himself at Fort 
Lancaster in October 1855 
just at the time the post com-
mander, Captain Stephen 
Carpenter needed a doctor. 
Knowing the conditions 
on the frontier, the Army 
allowed him to employ a 
civilian doctor if necessary. 
Stillman was his man, and 
the two became friends.

While Stillman had nu-
merous adventures while 

at Lancaster, his most poi-
gnant observations were 
directed at the methods the 
Army used to deal with the 
Apaches, methods that ob-
viously did not work. Those 
observations are worth re-
counting. Writing first of 
the dilemma of foot soldiers 
pursuing some of the best 
horsemen in the world, Still-
man wrote, “What can they 
do without horses, against 
these Arabs of the American 
desert? As well might dra-
goons be used as marines on 
the deck of a frigate. I have 
every reason to be proud as 
an American of the character 
of our Army offi  cers.” 

Stillman placed the blame 
fully at the feet of the Sec-
retary of War, writing “Their 
very energy is crippled by 
the necessity of conforming 
to orders, in so many ways, 
that they can accomplish 
nothing.” He then critiques 
the Army’s style of the 
chase, as it were. “What can 
be expected when an offi  cer 
is sent with a company of 

rifl emen when they are sent 
with a long train of wagons, 
which can barely carry for-
age for their own mules’ 
consumption thundering 
over the road and their prog-
ress announced with the 
fl ourish of trumpets.” Still-
man knew of what he wrote 
for several times during his 
stay he accompanied troops 
into the fi eld.

Eventually, Stillman re-
turned to New York but 
soon settled in California 
where he had two other 
important encounters with 
history. Establishing a farm 
near Redlands, he imported 
grape vines from France and 
Italy, becoming instrumental 
in creating the California 
wine industry. He was also 
involved in one of the most 
famous arguments of the 
day: does a running horse 
at some point have all four 
hooves off  the ground? The 
railroad magnate, politi-
cian, and financier Leland 
Stanford, for whom the uni-
versity is named, employed 
Stillman and Eadweard 
Muybridge to resolve the ar-
gument. Muybridge devel-
oped the multi-stop action 
camera for which he be-
came rightly famous. While 
Muybridge took the pho-
tographs, Stillman studied 
the physiology of the horse 
and together they published 
“The Horse in Motion,” 
proving Stanford’s position 
that, in fact, a running horse 
leaves the ground.

Dr. Stillman visits Texas

by larry francell

FIDDLER’S

GREEN

The College of Agri-
culture, Life, and Physi-
cal Science at Sul Ross 
State University will 
host 114 regional mem-
bers of 4-H and Future 
Farmers of America 
who will compete in six 
separate career develop-
ment events on Thurs-
day, April 4.

The participants rep-
resent 10 diff erent high 
school FFA chapters and 
four county 4-H clubs. 
The CDEs are facilitated 
by Sul Ross faculty, stu-
dents, and community 
volunteers. Events and 
associated superinten-
dents include Applied 
Agricultural Engineer-

ing, Dr. Eric Busby; En-
vironmental and Natural 
Resources, Eliana Dyke-
house; Horse Evalu-
ation, Luke Hendryx; 
Range Plant ID, Dr. 
Bonnie Warnock; Vet-
erinary Science, Dr. Ja-
mie Boyd; and Wildlife 
and Recreation Manage-
ment, Dr. Ryan Luna.

Additionally, students 
enrolled in the Agricul-
tural Leadership course 
taught by Dr. Carl Igo, 
are providing assistance 
and coordination for 
each CDE. Student coor-
dinators include Jackson 
Carroll, Corbin Dube, 
Lucas Dunand, Nicho-
las Hinojosa, Sara LeB-

lanc, Julia McMillin, and 
Yancy Perkins, who have 
been working with the 
various event superin-
tendents to secure equip-
ment, materials, animals, 
and volunteers.

While specific con-
tests have varied, data 
shows that Sul Ross has 
hosted this opportunity 
for intermediate and 
secondary students since 
the 1950s, though this is 
the fi rst year for Applied 
Agricultural Engineer-
ing and Environmental 
and Natural Resources.

For more information 
email carl.igo@sulross.
edu or call 432-837-
8260.

Sul Ross to host ag career development

www.alpineavalanche.com
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The total solar eclipse 
is a large-scale natural 
phenomenon that Texans 
have not seen since 2017. 
Something so rare and 
intriguing is one that will 
certainly draw the atten-
tion of people far and 
wide within the coming 
weeks, according to Tex-
as A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service experts.

As people begin to 
make plans to travel 
across the state for 
eclipse-watching events, 
AgriLife Extension’s 
Disaster Assessment Re-
covery, DAR, unit, along 
with state emergency 
preparedness officials, 
urges individuals to be 
mindful of increased traf-
fic and resources lead-
ing up to and the day of 
the event. Bryan Davis, 
AgriLife Extension DAR 
area chief South Region, 
Seguin, said more than 1 
million visitors are ex-
pected to fl ock to areas 
along the eclipse path. 
Populations in some 
small towns and rural 
counties are expected to 

balloon into the hundreds 
of thousands of people. 
“Because there will be 
such a sudden infl ux of 
much higher volumes 
of people and traffi  c, we 
want to make sure every-
one is thinking about the 
little things that will help 
make this a good experi-
ence,” he said. “We want 
residents to be prepared 
for visitors, and we want 
the visitors to be pre-
pared for locations and 
situations they may be 
unfamiliar with.”

According to the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife De-
partment, the moon will 
start to block the dun 
along its track around 
noon on April 8 and will 
be visible for up to four 
minutes and 25 seconds 
in optimal viewing lo-
cations in Texas. While 
the timing of the event 
may be relatively short, 
safety measures for the 
event are strongly rec-
ommended for viewers 
everywhere.

It is inevitable, with a 
natural phenomenon of 
this caliber, that people 
from far and wide will 
make the trek to parts of 

the state to experience 
optimal viewing of the 
total solar eclipse. With 
that in mind, Davis rec-
ommends a few ways 
for residents to prepare 
for the big event. An-
ticipate higher traffi  c on 
highways and increased 
crowds in tourist des-
tinations and hotels, 
schedule errands and ap-
pointments in advance of 
April 8, and fuel up gas 
tanks and stock up on es-
sential groceries before-
hand.

Along with the need 
for anticipating large 
crowds gathering across 
the state, Davis suggests 
Texas should also antici-
pate and plan for other 
delays including expect-
ing decreased cellular 
service in highly popu-
lated areas and having 
multiple forms of com-
munication, expecting 
potential delays in sup-
ply chains and deliver-
ies, know local business 
hours, as some may close 
early during the eclipse, 
and check the weather 
forecast beforehand.

Davis also suggests 
specifi c items that will be 

important to bring with 
you should you attend an 
eclipse-watching event.

Bring eclipse viewing 
glasses that meet ISO 
standards, carry plenty of 
drinking water, a fi rst-aid 
kit, and any necessary 
medications. Pack food 
and snacks, comfortable 
clothing, and chairs for 
comfort during the view-
ing. Bring cash in case 
online payment systems 
may become unavailable 
and bring bug spray re-
pellent.

Finding the right loca-
tion to view the eclipse 
safely is another thing 
viewers should consider, 
Davis said.

Ident i fying pr ime 
viewing spots can be 
done by consulting the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department’s state park 
viewing locations. Note 
the specifi c times when 
the eclipse will be visible 
in your viewing area, be 
mindful of wildlife in-
cluding snakes and other 
animals or insects, like 
fire ants, and ticks that 
may be present in rural 
settings. Be aware of and 
respect private property 
lines, including fences, 
to avoid trespass.

Farron Sultemeier, 
DAR agent for District 
18A, Fredericksburg, 
said this event is truly 
special and one people 
should prepare for but 
also remember to enjoy. 
Sultemeier said he hopes 
crowds gathering for the 
eclipse are respectful to 
the locations they visit 
and their fellow viewers. 
Trash dumpsters have 
been added to public 
viewing areas, but Sulte-
meier said it is important 
for visitors to adhere to 
the outdoor ethics prin-
ciple, “leave no trace.” 
Sultemeier said Texans 
should have time to pre-
pare for the event and 

that should make for an 

overall great day to watch 

this total solar eclipse. 

By following safety and 

preparedness tips, peo-

ple across the state can 

make the most of this 

experience while staying 

safe and well-prepared. 

“It is good to remember 

this event is important to 

so many people because 

of how very rare it is,” 

Sultemeier said. “We 

have visitors traveling 

into our state from all 

over the world. They are 

looking to find a place 

that has some open space 

for viewing with limited 

light interruption.”

Safety tips for watching the solar eclipse in Texas

The Alpine Community Projects group 
gathered outside the Brewster County 
courthouse last Wednesday afternoon 
to discuss the plans and responsibilities 
for the Fourth of July celebrations. For 
about the last 50 years, the Kiwanis Club 
of Alpine has organized Alpine’s celebra-
tions, the parade, the town gathering, 
and fi reworks. This year many groups 
are jumping in to take on the weight with 
the Kiwanis, volunteers like the Lion’s 
Club, Our Lady of Peace Guadalupanas, 
Knights of Columbus, Historic Alpine, 
Alpine Volunteer Fire Department, and 
the Alpine Women’s Club. 

Photo by Joh Covington

Planning for area Fourth of July celebrations

Texans should start preparing for the April 8 event

BY BROOKE MCDONALD
Contributing Writer

Sul Ross State University 
(SRSU) in collaboration 
with the Texas Tech Health 
Science Center (TTHSC), 
Odessa College (OC), and 
the University of Texas of 
the Permian Basin (UTPB) 
will host a rural health ca-
reer summer camp. This 
three-day camp is geared 
toward rural high school 
students as well as begin-
ning college students look-
ing at a healthcare career.

According to Dr. Adrian 
Billings with the TTHSC, 
this camp is an attempt to 
replicate a program out of 
Illinois that is based on rural 
healthcare.

“Because I have served 
in the Big Bend area, and 
because rural healthcare 
across the nation is some-
times so limited, we want-
ed to set up a program to 
introduce rural healthcare 
to young adults seeking a 
career in this discipline. Our 
goal is to showcase as many 
aspects as we can from as-
sociate degrees all the way 
to MDs,” said Billings.

The camp will cover 
three days, is overnight, and 
will begin June 5 and con-
clude on June 7. Admission 
is free but limited to 20 rural 
area students. Registration 
begins at 1 p.m. on Wednes-
day, June 5.

The camp will include 
interactive groups, guest 
speakers, community and 
experienced professionals, 
and students will get the 
opportunity to experience 
what living on a college 
campus is like. On day 
three (June 7), the camp 
will be open to the pub-
lic and will be more of a 
rural health fair. Higher 
education entities such as 
Howard College in Big 
Spring, San Angelo State 

University, and Southwest 
Texas Junior College will 
be on hand to answer ques-
tions for the community or 
prospective students about 
what healthcare opportu-
nities they have to offer 
towards a rural healthcare 
career.

“I really hope our area 
kids take advantage of this 
opportunity because the 
fi eld of healthcare is so vast 
that I believe more students 
would take a greater inter-
est in this discipline if they 
knew all of the options 
available to them,” Billings 
added.

For more information 
on the rural careers health 
camp contact PBRCE@
TTHUSC.EDU

Sul Ross to host rural health career camp
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor
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The Chihuahuan Desert Gem and Mineral Club
presents the annual

ALPINE GEM &

MINERAL SHOW
Friday APRIL 19 - Sunday April 21, 2024

Hours: Fri - Sat 9AM - 6PM   Sun - 10AM - 4PM

LOCATED AT THE ALPINE CIVIC CENTER
801 W Holland Ave, Alpine, TX 79830

FREE ADMISSION
2024 Theme: Jaspers and Agates of the TEXAS BIG BEND

Want to join the Chihuahuan Desert Gem and Mineral Club? One year 
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Notice:
 Dr. Mark Dwinell’s last day of seeing patients 

at Preventative Care Health Services (dba)

Presidio County Health Services, Inc.

 is

 April 17, 2024

His patients may:

 • Remain as a patient at PCHS and be referred to

  another practicing provider at this clinic. 

  Make an appointment with Dr. Patrick Daly, 

  Dr. Emily Sliz, Tyler Zher, PA, 

  William Mason-FNP and Jose Soto, FNP today.

 • Obtain your medical records from this office.

 • Request a medical records transfer release to

  another health care provider.

Aviso:
El último día de el  Dr. Mark Dwinell’s de 

ver a los pacientes en Preventative Care 

Health Services (dba) Presidio County Health 

Services, Inc.

es 

17 de abril de 2024

Sus pacientes pueden: 

 • Permanecer como paciente en PCHS y ser cita

  con otro proveedor practicante en esta clínica.

  Haga una cita con la el Dr. Patrick Daly, 

  la Dr. Emily Sliz o, Tyler Zher, PA,

  William Mason-FNP hoy y Jose Soto, FNP 

 • Obtenga sus registros médicos de esta oficina.

 • Solicitar una liberación de transferencia de

  registros médicos a otro proveedor de atención

  médica.

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

www.tthusc.edu
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHEN PLANTING A 

GARDEN, WHICH OF THESE 

VEGETABLES DO YOU 

PREFER TO GROW?
RESULTS

PEPPERS

73% 

TOMATOES

15% 

SQUASH

9% 

CARROTS

0% 

CUCUMBERS

2%

GREEN BEANS

2% 

OKRA

0% 

Total votes: 55

Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.

STAFF

J.T. Maroney

Publisher

jt.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

Kara Gerbert

Managing Editor

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

Joh Covington

Staff  Writer

joh.covington@alpineavalanche.com

Shelley Maroney

Offi  ce Manager

shelley.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

432-837-3334

www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Facebook: Alpine Avalanche

ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is 

published every Thursday morning at 

704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. 

Periodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-

pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff 

Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per 

year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the 

character, standing or reputation of 

any person, firm or corporation will 

be corrected when such occurs in this 

newspaper and is brought to the pub-

lisher’s attention.

When planting a garden, 

which of these vegetables

do you prefer to grow?

-Peppers

-Tomatoes

-Squash

-Carrots 

-Cucumbers

-Green beans

-Okra

“Bells started ringin’ and 
chains rattled loud,

I knew I’d moved in a haunted 
house.”

— ‘Haunted House’ song lyr-
ics, recorded by Jumping Gene 

Simmons 1964.
The old house was charming, 

even in stages of ruin. An elegant 
two-story with dormers. Paint 
gone so long that it was impos-
sible to tell what color it might 
have been. Probably white. Near-
ly all houses were painted white 
the last time this one enjoyed any.                                            
Weathered gray boards hung from 
the eaves. Some by a nail and a 
miracle. Broken windows allowed 
remnants of curtains to wave in 
the wind. Birds freely fl ew in and 
out. 

A front porch larger than whole 
homes today once spanned the 
front. But it had fallen in, leaving 
the front door chest-high to most 
wanting to venture inside. Still, it 
was easy to envision a time when 
it was a gathering place. Evenings 
in rocking chairs. Talking about 
the spring garden or the neigh-
bor’s cows across the road. Lis-
tening to doves cooing. And sing-
ing “Blessed Assurance” together. 
Like my grandparents did. Before 
television.  

What was left of someone’s 
country home sat off an oiled 
county road amid knee-high grass 
and weeds. For a quarter mile 
in either direction in rural Hunt 
County, Texas, a few miles out-
side of Commerce, no other house 
or any sign of life existed.  

I was in the house twice: once 
for educational endeavors and 
once during a temporary lapse of 
good judgment.

The fi rst was a class 
assignment. I was do-
ing time at East Texas 
State University at the 
end of the 1960s and 
the beginning of the 
1970s. Left there with 
a degree in psychol-
ogy and art. Gradu-
ated short of Magna 
Cum Laude, closer to 
“Laudie How Come.”

Today, the school goes by the 
name of Texas A&M at Com-
merce.

Visiting the derelict dwelling 
one spring afternoon was part of 
learning oil painting techniques in 
Professor Karl Umluaf’s class. 

Yes, the same Karl Umlauf, 
whose work today is found in 
more than 40 museums and pub-
lic collections, including the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York City, the Modern Museum 
of Art in New York City, and the 
Dallas Museum of Art. 

His assignment was for young 
minds to find inspiration in the 
old house worthy of capturing on 
canvas.

Many set up easels around the 
outside and began capturing the 
structure’s aging essence in oils. 
I found my muse inside, looking 
through massive windows from 
huge rooms with 12-foot ceilings.

Applying paint to canvas, I day-
dreamed of what life through the 
long-gone glass looked like over 
the decades. My completed mas-
terpiece resembled an East Texas 
rural setting. Trees, fences, fl ow-
ers, and crumbling front porch 
columns. All framed by the win-
dow openings from where I stood.

Done and headed back to cam-

pus, I had no way 
of knowing the old 
house, and I was not 
through making mem-
ories.  

I am trying to re-
member how that next 
meeting developed. 
It’s miraculous how 
the brain protects us, 
deleting total recall of 
youth’s stupidity.

What I do recall is winding up 
in a carload of guys one night with 
nothing better to do than “check 
out this old, haunted house.” Oth-
er cohorts from my hometown of 
Mount Pleasant matriculating at 
ETSU may or may not have been 
involved. I’m not saying until I’ve 
confirmed the statute of limita-
tions. 

When headlights hit the old 
house, I thought, “I’ve been here 
before.” It differed from day-
light, looking like an old house 
in decline. In the dark, it looked 
like something straight out of a 
midnight movie horror flick at 
the Martin Theater in downtown 
Mount Pleasant.

Then some idiot said, “Let’s 
have some fun.”

An hour later, we were back, 
leading a carload of unsuspecting 
victims. All corralled at the Sonic 
back in town, they were dared to 
check out a haunted house. “Un-
less you’re chicken!” 

Two refused to get out of the 
car on the spot. “Y’all go ahead, 
we’re good.” 

After climbing to reach the 
front door from what used to be 
the porch, we stood in the two-
story foyer, illuminated only by 
moonlight. 

This is as good a time as any 

to defi ne, “Let’s have some fun.” 

Two “plants” remained at the 

house while we went to town 

looking for suckers. 

The group moved slowly to-

ward the staircase leading to a 

landing at the top that overlooked 

the foyer. About two steps up the 

creaking stairs, one of the planted 

“haints” shuffled out of an up-

stairs bedroom in the darkness, a 

fl ashlight under his chin. Moan-

ing, “Who is in my house?” On 

that cue, the other co-conspirator 

echoed similar sounds from the 

downstairs hallway.

Unsuspecting victims made a 

mad rush for the front door. The 

leader left the building in full 

stride. Completely forgetting there 

was no front porch. And that the 

ground was five feet below the 

door. The rest was a scramble of 

bodies knocking down anyone 

blocking the path to preservation. 

We watched as taillights disap-

peared in a cloud of dust, dimly 

illuminating shadows of those still 

trying to climb through car win-

dows.

Surprisingly, everyone sur-

vived. Not surprisingly, however, 

some never spoke to us again. 

Sadly, only memories remain 

of my oil painting. An unfortunate 

victim of improper storage in later 

years. 

The old “haunted house” is also 

long gone, I’m sure. But memo-

ries remain of my good, bad, and 

… uh, otherwise episodes at the 

haunted house in Hunt County.

More than 50 years ago.

Remembering the Hunt County haunted house

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

Over the last two 
months, staff  at Alpine 
Elementary have been 
hard at work design-
ing and leading a cul-
ture shift on behalf of 
the children of Alpine. 
Why? Because, as 
Alpine Elementary’s 
motto states, The 
Bucks Start Here.

What does that 
mean? It means that 
the character traits we associ-
ate with Alpine Fightin’ Bucks 
– honesty, respect, responsibil-
ity, compassion, fairness, and 
accountability – are intentionally 
fostered at all levels of our public 
school system. We start teaching 
and training these traits in our 
Pre-kindergarten programs, help-
ing our students hone these skills 
throughout their time as Alpine 
Bucks.

When people think about what 
schools teach, they often think 
about reading, writing, math-
ematics, the arts, and related 
content areas. However, we also 
explicitly and unabashedly teach 

our children how to 
be good people, how 
to work hard, how to 
self-regulate, how to 
care for others, and 
how to lead. In this 
way, schools partner 
with parents to raise 
our community’s chil-
dren in the ways they 
should go.

A group of teachers 
and campus leaders at 

Alpine Elementary have leaned 
into this work this spring, design-
ing a campus-wide expectations 
program that launched at AES 
this week. This program rep-
resents a structured, nurturing, 
corrective approach that trains 
students to act with integrity, 
communicate respectfully, and 
maximize their learning using 
consistent routines, procedures, 
and communication in order to 
create a positive and productive 
learning environment.

By design, this program is cor-
rective, not punitive, meaning that 
it is focused on helping students 
hone their self-regulation and 

discipline skills. When students 
come to school and they don’t 
yet know how to read, how does 
a school respond? We teach them 
how to read, helping them learn 
those critically important skills 
that will serve them throughout 
their lives.

Similarly, how should a school 
respond if students come to school 
and they don’t yet know how to 
self-regulate, respond to adversity 
or frustration, or discipline them-
selves? We will teach them these 
critically important skills, as well. 

Discipline is not an inherent 
personality trait that you are 
born with. Rather, it’s a char-
acter skill set that can be de-
veloped over time. Developing 
discipline isn’t about becoming 
compliant; actually, it’s just the 
opposite. Many of our greatest 
leaders have incredible levels of 
discipline that they have honed 
over time, and this skill set has 
allowed them to maximize their 
potential in ways they might 
never have imagined.

This is what we want for every 
child of Alpine: the skills that help 

them maximize their potential.
The AES Campus Expectations 

Committee has crafted a vision 
for campus-wide expectations 
that will help students develop 
these skills. They’ve spelled out 
these expectations in great detail, 
building a system that is focused 
on being fair, firm, and consis-
tent. They’ve also designed and 
launched a campus-wide incen-
tive program where students earn 
“Buck Bucks” currency for ex-
ceeding the campus’ high expec-
tations.

We’re excited to see how our 
students thrive within this pro-
gram over the coming months 
and into the next school year. This 
work matters because it helps 
students act with integrity, com-
municate respectfully, and maxi-
mize their learning, all of which 
are critical components of what it 
means to be a Buck. 

At Alpine Elementary, we’re 
blessed that The Bucks Start Here, 
and we’re honored to help our 
students build the discipline skills 
that will serve them well as Bucks 
and throughout their lives.

The Bucks start here

DR. MICHELLE RINEHART

Superintendent, 
Alpine ISD

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To be “Woke”
What is “Woke”? If you ask 

the self-proclaimed “Woke” 

they may say it’s their aware-

ness of social injustices and 

a need to work against them. 

Under the guise of “Woke,” 

they accept corruption of the 

DOJ, Judges, Criminal Courts, 

and the Military. Under the 

pretense of “Progressive,” 

they promote Marxism, elec-
tion fraud, and Illegal migra-
tion while attacking the First 
and Second Amendments. 
“Wokesters” denounce Jews 
and Christians while support-
ing violent terrorists. They 
promote family divisions with 
immoral education advocating 
sexualized children and racial 
divides. “Progressives” sup-
port euthanasia, and sexual 

mutilation of children, and 
defend more than a thousand 
daily abortions. The legal use 
of harmful drugs is another 
“Woke” agenda. Their “Pro-
gressive” leaders have weak-
ened the U.S. with appease-
ment to its enemies, climate 
change nonsense, open bor-
ders, and mass printing of in-
fl ationary dollars. “Woke” Pol-
iticians demonize millions of 

Americans who point out their 
harmful actions. “Wokesters” 
distort language, as depict-
ed in Orwellian Newspeak, 
to defend their indefensible 
schemes. To rephrase Ronald 
Reagan, “The trouble with 
“Wokesters” isn’t that they’re 
ignorant, it’s that their agendas 
are bogus and harmful.”

James R. Le Blanc 
Fort Davis

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Send your community events to 
kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.
com

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 6 Sculpture and Mark 
Making Workshop, with Alex 
Ferante and partner Brynn at Sul 
Ross State University.

April 13 Old Sheriff Mu-
seum Ribbon Cutting, 11 a.m. 
at Old Jail in Fort Davis, the Old 
Sheriff Museum and Research 
Center will hold their official 
ribbon cutting at 102 W. Wood-
ward Ave. Tours, and visits with 
regional law enforcement offi-
cials as well as regional county 
government offi  cials along with 
food will be available until 2 p.m.

April 26 Friday Night Lights 
Jackpot, 6 p.m. Sul Ross SALE Arena 
including barrel racing, breakaway 

roping, and team roping. All entries 
are cash only. NIRA rules in all events 
except for youth breakaway.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 
E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules are 
available on the front door. For 
more information, call 915-562-
4081 or aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meet-

ing, noon Tuesdays at the BBT 
conference room, 5th St. and 
Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second 
Monday each month, Legion 
Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner 
provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine 
City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at 101 W. Ave E. Weekly running 
club to walk/run 1-3 miles. Meet 
at the Amigo garage and fi nish 
at Amigo. Call 432-837-4012 for 
more information.

Big Bend Amateur Radio 
Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 
Tuesday each month, Frontier 
Masonic Lodge #766, 2300 High-
way 118 North.

Big Bend Community Cho-
rale rehearsals, on Monday 
evenings at 6 p.m. in the Sul Ross 
Fine Arts Building, Room 200. 
All are welcome, but first con-
tact Andrew Alegria at Andrew.
alegria@sulross.edu, call 432-
837-8216, or visit bbcchorale.
wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Celebrate Recovery,  at 
Big Bend Cowboy Church on 
Thursday evenings from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. For more information 
contact CW at 432-386-3628 or 
Stacey at 432-386-2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at Al-
pine Public Library by appoint-
ment only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-
837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Pub-
lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 
432-837-2621 to make an ap-
pointment.  

Exercise Classes, at Sunshine 

House, 402 E. Holland Ave. Tues-

days-yoga and balance, Thurs-

days-strength and conditioning. 

10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Free to all. 

Contact Cindy at 512-423-2409 

for more details.

GED tutoring, at Alpine Pub-

lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 

432-837-2621 to make an ap-

pointment.  

Hike with Homeless Dogs, 

10 a.m. to 11 a.m. every Thurs-

day at Davis Mountains State 

Park in collaboration with Grand 

Companions. For more informa-

tion contact Charlie Ewing at 

432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, 

noon, Wednesdays at the Sul 

Ross University Center, room 210   

Late Night Game Night, 9 

p.m. to 11 p.m. every Thursday 

night at Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

Meet Bon Bon. She can 
be your walking, running, 
and hiking companion. She 
is a young, female heeler 
mix. When she came to 
the shelter she was shy, but 
quickly blossomed into a 
social girl who loves peo-
ple and playing with her 
bestie Milo. She loves wa-
ter and going for a run, and 
she would make a great ad-
venture companion.

If you are looking for a 
unique experience, con-
sider attending our next 
fundraiser.

Messages from the Rain-
bow Bridge will be hap-
pening on Saturday, April 
6 with Sara Cash. Sara is a 
social worker, grief thera-
pist, and Reiki practitioner. 
She will use her medium-
ship gifts to relay messages 
of love and healing from 
our departed pets to a se-
lect group of participants. 
Call 432-837-2535 for 
advance tickets. Seating is 
limited.

Look for AHS at Spirits 

of the West on April 19 and 
20.

Looking to foster or vol-
unteer? Call 432-837-2532.

Pet promotions are cour-
tesy of the Alpine Humane 
Society. Alpine Animal 
Services handles pet adop-
tions at the city shelter, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., Monday through 
Friday at 2900 E. Old Mar-
athon Highway. For more 
information about shelter 
pet adoptions, cremation 
services, or lost/found pets, 
call the shelter at 432-837-
9030.

The Alpine Human So-
ciety Thrift Store and Cat-
tery is at 706 N. 5th Street 
in Alpine. It is open from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday. The Pet 
Pantry is at 600 N. 5th 
Street. The AHS helpline 
is 432-837-2532. To view 
adoptable pets, visit Pet-
fi nder.com or www.alpin-
ehumanesociety.org and 
check us out on Facebook 
and Instagram.

PET OF THE WEEK

Do you have 
any “spring 

cleaning” tips?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Mary Ahn: 
Declutter fi rst. 

Go through each 
room and decide 
what to keep or 
throw away and 

you’ll have less to 
clean.

Maria Gonzalez: 
I create a checklist 
for each room that 
I keep in the room 
so that I can check 
off  each task. It’s 
very satisfying.

Justin Goodman: 
Don’t forget to 
clean your air 

fi lters. 

Jurie Burger: 
Before I start a 

deep clean if the 
weather is nice, my 
fi rst thing to do is 
open a bunch of 

windows.

L

L

L

Corbin Benson: 
My spring 

cleaning is for the 
garage. I use boxes 

to throw things 
into and then 

organize each box 
later if I am lucky.

L

Everyone’s looking 

for something.

Find what you need 

in the Avalanche 

Classifieds.

Zandolyn Welch poses for a picture with the Eas-
ter Bunny after the annual Kiwanis easter egg 
hunt held on Saturday morning.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Easter egg fun Gonzales meets with area offi  cials

Congressman Tony Gonzales met with local area law enforcement, EMS, 
fi re, and county offi  cials Tuesday morning in Fort Davis at a roundtable to 
discuss the need for a regional Fire and EMS center.

Photo by Joh Covington

ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.aa-intergroup.org
www.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.finder.com
www.ehumanesociety.org
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.laposadamilagro.net
www.cityofalpine.com
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back to Texas full-time 
in 1993 and took a job 
in Austin. Although he 
was working within the 
discipline of his degree, 
he was not satisfi ed. He 
was offered the oppor-
tunity to obtain another 
degree in the biological 
sciences at Texas State 
University in San Mar-
cos when he came across 
and applied for a job with 
TxDOT and became the 
supervisor of the Judge 
Roy Bean Museum and 
Visitor Center in Langtry, 
where in 2015 he moved 
to Sanderson. This al-
lowed him to be closer 
to Big Bend in a timelier 
manner than the degree 
pathway off ered.

In October 2018, Hoy 
was able to officially 
begin Big Bend Birding 
and Photo Tours full-time 
and moved to Fort Davis. 
In 2023 he merged his 
company with Wild Side 
Nature Tours which he is 
still with today.

“My dream, to be a 
nature and wildlife pho-
tographer has become so 
much bigger than I ever 
imagined. It is one thing 
to dream of a job like this 
and it is another to make 
it a reality. Since I began 
this journey full-time 
in 2018 up until now, I 
have had the opportunity 
to photograph nature and 
wildlife on six conti-
nents,” Hoy said.

His merger with Wild 
Side Nature Tours keeps 
Hoy on the road and in 
the air over 200 days 

a year, leading photo 
workshops across the 
globe as their senior 
photography workshop 
instructor in places like 
the Galapagos Islands, 
Zambia, South Africa, 
The Amazon, Yellow-
stone National Park, 
and the Grand Tetons as 
well as wildlife refuges 
in Florida and Texas and 
other states.

Some of the more 
challenging moments in 
his career include shoot-
ing puffins on top of a 
cliff  in the Faroe Islands 
with 40-plus mph winds, 
being charged by an el-
ephant in Africa, being 
chased by a bison, shoot-
ing a raining downpour 
in Alaska, shooting in 
Yellowstone in -45 de-
grees, close lightning 
bolts in Big Bend, and 
being bitten by an ana-
conda in the Amazon.

Besides his photo 
workshops, Hoy also 
submits occasionally to 
Texas Parks and Wild-
life magazine and he’s 
a regular contributor to 
the Journal of Wildlife 
Photography. He leads 
classes and teaches for 
Precision Camera and 
Video out of Austin and 
Houston, and he also 
has created a YouTube 
channel where he dis-
cusses the merits of the 
OM-System, formerly 
Olympus of which he is 
an ambassador, but his 
true love is being in the 
fi eld and teaching others 
how to create stunning 
images.

“Out of all my accom-
plishments with my pho-
tography career, the one 
thing that I wish is that 
my grandparents were 
alive to be able to see one 
of the cover photos I’ve 

submitted to the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife maga-
zine and have it come to 
their house. That maga-
zine was such a huge 
part of my childhood 
when spending time with 
them, and that is the one 
thing that I wish they 
could have seen me ac-
complish,” Hoy relayed.

The one thing Hoy 
hopes his students gain 
from his workshops or 
those who are just em-
barking into the world of 
photography is not to be 
afraid of failure. “If you 
want to be a great pho-
tographer, embrace the 
failure. You will learn 
more from that than from 
your successes. Celebrate 
your successes sure but 
learn from your failures 
and be willing to accept 
criticism and learn how 
to become better at your 
craft,” Hoy concluded.

HOY • FROM 1

the board’s account hap-
pened between July and 
December of 2023 when 
the city, county, and 
grant funds came in.

Wood questioned why 
there seemed to be no 
action regarding the Ru-
ral Services Grant that 
was received to purchase 
hoses and other equip-
ment in which Alpine 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment (AVFD) Chief An-
drew Pierce said he had 
not received a purchase 
order to proceed with the 
buying of the equipment. 
Chairman Loeffler re-
marked that he had given 
a PO to Pierce, but Pierce 
did not recall receiving 
one. Stephanie Elmore 
said that she could re-
issue the PO and Loeffl  er 
pointed out to Pierce that 
this needed to be done 
immediately.

Wood also notifi ed the 
board that she had for-
merly applied for the Yar-
brough Foundation Grant 
which the AVFD could 
benefi t from. “This grant 
is a $15,000 grant and 
can be used to purchase 
equipment or be used 
in various capacities for 
the department, as there 
are no limitations as to 
what the money may be 

used for if received,” 
said Wood. Pierce noted 
that the department had 
received money from the 
Yarbrough Foundation in 
the past.

In the chairman’s re-
port, Loeffl  er reported to 
the board that preventive 
maintenance was being 
done on equipment and 
that what is currently be-
ing worked on was going 
to be paid for out of the 
Brewster County budget 
according to information 
he received from Brew-
ster County Judge Greg 
Henington. A list of items 
that needed to be ad-
dressed was being made 
and would be attended to 
in order of priority.

In the secretary’s re-
port, the only informa-
tion Rusty Moore had for 
the board was that he had 
spoken with Congress-
man Tony Gonzales and 
that he would be holding 
some town halls, one of 
which would be in Fort 
Davis on Tuesday, April 
2 at 9:10 a.m. where he 
would be addressing all 
area fi re departments.

Next on the agenda 
was a report from AVFD 
Chief Pierce. Pierce re-
ported that four members 
of AVFD had completed 

and passed the Emer-
gency Vehicle Opera-
tion Course (EVOC) that 
was put on in Terlingua. 
Pierce also told the board 
that all, but two members 
had completed their Inci-
dent Command System 
(ICS) training, and that 
those two individuals 
were working to complete 
that at the time of the 
meeting. Judge Hening-
ton had given the depart-
ment a deadline of Mon-
day, April 1 to have the 
ICS training complete. 
Pierce also told the board 
that they were working 
toward all 27 members 
of the AVFD certifi ed in 
EVOC training.

In other news, Pierce 
told the board that he had 
applied for grants that 
would supply drinking 
water for the AVFD dur-
ing this year’s fi re season 
and that Lowe’s had do-
nated a pallet or 84 cases 
of bottled water to the de-
partment as well. He also 
mentioned that he had 
compiled a quote sheet 
for First-Aid kits for the 
units that were not com-
mand units so that if for 
some reason a command 
unit was not immediately 
available, the other units 
would have a function-

ing First-Aid kit aboard 
in case they were needed. 
He presented this quote 
to Loeffl  er. Loeffl  er also 
requested an inventory 
of all gear, such as suits, 
helmets, bottles, and 
breathing apparatuses, 
and what they were used 
for, if they were in good 
enough shape to respond 
to emergencies, or if they 
were just used for train-
ing purposes on site.

Finally, Pierce told the 
board that he met with 
the new manager of the 
solar farm, just East of 
Alpine on Hwy 67 and 
that the manager had re-
quested that the AVFD 
come out and train at the 
property for any possible 
incidences that might oc-
cur on that site. He also 
told the board that the 
manager requested all 
EMS and area law en-
forcement come out as 
well.

After Pierce’s report, 
Loeffl  er jumped to item 
11 on the agenda, to set 
the next meeting date for 
the AESB. The date for 
the next regular meeting 
of the AESB was set for 
May 23 at 5:30 p.m. be-
fore the board adjourned 
to enter into executive 
session.

AVFD • FROM 1

second week of April to 
be National Public Safe-
ty Telecommunications 
Week. 

In other news, two 
members of the board 
of the Alpine Country 
Club were present at 
the meeting and shared 
plans for the club’s wa-
ter project, designed to 
get the golf course to 
use more affl  uent water 
and be less dependent 
on the city water. 

After their recent au-
dit, the club was found 
to no longer be able to 
be designated as a non-
profi t, as more of their 
income comes from 
non-members now than 
club members, as op-
posed to their original 
business model.

The board members 
shared that the course 
will not be making a 
profit this year, as the 
cost will put them in the 
red, and they are uncer-
tain as to how the water 
project will be under-
taken. Council member 
Rick Stephens and citi-
zen Rudy Losoya both 
offered their aid and 
expertise to make the 
project possible.

Counc i l  member 
Chris Rodriguez, Ward 
2 said, “I hope you take 
advantage of their of-
fer to help. That’s the 
only way things will get 
done. I think it is a great 
show of how people 
get together and make 
things happen.”

The council approved 
four action items during 
the meeting; the instal-
lation of an additional 
three-way stop sign 
located at the intersec-

tion of North Hancock 
Drive and Avenue B, 
the $1 increase for both 
the children and adult 
day passes to the Alpine 
municipal swimming 
pool and approving the 
letter of intent to apply 
for the “Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund.” 
The fund is for replac-
ing lead and copper ser-
vice water lines and is a 
51% grant and 49% no-
interest loan.

Last but not least, 
the court approved the 
hire of Robert Ruckes 
as the new building of-
fi cial. Ruckes was pres-
ent for this meeting 
and stepped forward to 
speak with the coun-
cil. Rodriguez asked 
Ruckes if he planned 
to remain in the area, 
and he responded that 
family was his reason 
for being here and that 
wasn’t going to change 
in the foreseeable fu-
ture. Ruckes has an 
extensive history in the 
Marine Corps and local 
plumbing businesses in 
Alpine.

“I am very impressed 
with your resume; I 
think great things are 
to come. Thank you for 
applying to the posi-
tion,” said Eaves.

The only action that 
wasn’t approved was 
the ordinance to amend 
the offi  cial zoning map 
to reflect the property 
located at 708 S. Cactus 
St. as a C-1A zone in-
stead of an R-4, the ac-
tion received no motion.

The next regular 
city council meeting is 
scheduled to be held on 
Tuesday, April 16.

COUNCIL • FROM 1

Alpine’s Peyton Tays attempts a bunt in last week’s game against the Stanton Buff aloes.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

Off ensive plays in the infi eld

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

www.bigbend.com
www.facebook.com/anvilandapron
www.alpineretirementhomes.com
www.visitalpinetx.com


 

1 2 3 4

5

6

7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

21

TEXAS

CROSSWORD
by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

 1  Texas amateur radio  

      operator (2 wds.)

  5  TXism: “a sheep 

      in wolves clothes”

  6  this Texas Speaker

      was a great center  

      fi elder 

  7  seat of Jackson

      County

  8  TXism: “that ___

      won’t drill” (differ)

  9  who TX Jeannie C.

      Riley “socked it to”

12  TX Tommy Lee 

      Jones won one for  

      “The Fugitive”

17  in Andrews County

      on U.S. 385

19  TXism: “couldn’t 

      fi ght his way out

      of _  _____ bag”

21  Zagreb is this

      country’s capital

22  the ______ Bend

      Reservoir is near 

      Hemphill 

23  TX Vernon Dalhart

      tune: “Can’t __’  

      ____ Me Callin’       

      Caroline?”

28  TX Orbison’s “____ 

      Woman Blues”

29  car washing aids

30  ______ soil is 

      hard to farm

31  how a Texan says

      “can’t”?

35  historical “Texas 

      Gazette” was

      published by this

      Cotten (init.)

36  eastern Houston

      suburb

 1  TXism: “attacked 

      like grandma ____   

      _  ______ snake”

  2  Gov. ______  _

      Runnels (1857-59)

  3  TX Judith McNaught  

      novel: “_  ______  

      of Dreams” (1989)

  4  Fort Bliss site:

      Lanoria ____

  9  Quanah Parker’s

      father, Nocona

42  TXism: “bellered

      ____  _  ___ bull”

44  TXism: “no fl ies  

      __  ___” (pretty)

46  TXism: “he’s a 

      frisky fi ddler”

48  rich layer cake

49  George W. to George H.W.

50  close a person’s eyes

51  TXism: “she’s __  ___

      best when her lips

      ain’t moving”

52  TXism:

      “scarce  __  _

      wildcatter with

      a bank balance”

53  TXism: “___  

      it or lose it”

54  coldly ignores

56  actress Adams in

      “Racquet” with TX

      Lynda Day George

57  TXism: “head rug”

58  dejected

10  former newspaper

      in Munday (3 wds.)

11  TXism: “limp __

      _ dish rag”

12  horse morsel

13  Texas-based Haggar

      products, e.g. (2 wds.)

14  TXism: “____boose”

      (jail)

15  TXism: “got knocked

      down _  ___ or two”

16  Cincinnati MLB team

18  “Petticoat” actor, TX

      Meredith Mac___

20  singer in 

      28-across (init.)

23  TXism: “dance with

      who brung __”

24  “good __’ boy”

25  big Brahman 

      ranch in Texas

26  TX Don Henley’s

      rock group

27  Snyder has _____

      buffalo statue

32  TXism: “he’s __

      ornery old cuss”

33  TXism: “dab __ on”

34  TXism: “__  dice”
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36  TX Tracey Needham  

      military TV series

37  king toppers in poker

38  TXism: “____  __

      a bug’s ear”

39  TX Autry’s “Back __

      ___ Saddle Again”

40  TXism: “suits me to

      a fare-____-well”

41  2024, e.g.

43  TXism: “let ‘__ rip!”

45  actor Urich (init.)

47  _______  Alta Taylor  

      Johnson (Lady Bird)

48  in Milam County on

      U.S. 79/190

55  Dallas (2 wds.)

Last Puzzle

 Solution
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Sale ends 4/30/24

Dear Neil: I learned to 
garden by watching my 
grandfather. He used to 
tie his tomato stems to a 
heavy stake with strips of 
cloth. He removed all the 
side branches and kept his 
plants very tidy. Is that a 
better way to raise toma-
toes than the cages we see 
today?

Vegetable specialists rec-
ommend caging tomatoes for 
several good reasons. First, it 
keeps developing fruit off 
the ground so pillbugs and 
other chewing pests can’t get 
to them as easily. The side 
branches, often called “suck-
ers,” also produce fruit, and 
they act to shade all of the 
fruit as it matures. That re-
duces sunscald and cracking. 
You can also wrap cages with 
frost cloth anytime that it’s 
cold, and in the spring when 
it’s windy. The wrap reduces 
insect populations and keeps 
the young plants growing in 
slightly warmer conditions. 
But to be eff ective, your cag-
es need to be four or fi ve feet 
tall and 18 or 20 inches in di-
ameter. Concrete reinforcing 
wire works perfectly if you 
can fi nd a hardware store that 

will sell you partial rolls.
Dear Neil: For years we 

have had liriope around all 
our fl owerbeds as well as 
half our backyard where 
grass won’t grow. In the 
past fi ve years, the liriope 
will come out, but after a 
couple of months it turns 
yellow, and the leaves die. 
Some comes back the next 
year, but the cycle is repeat-
ed. Any suggestions?

A photo might have 
helped. I wonder if you might 
be experiencing liriope leaf 
and crown rot caused by the 
soil-borne fungus Phytoph-
thora palmivora. Some may 
recognize Phytophthora as 

being the cause of seedling 
loss called “damping off” 
where the stems die at ground 
level soon after germination. 
Liriope leaves rot right at the 
soil line, and it’s most com-
mon in spring and early sum-
mer following cool, moist 
springs. I have experienced 
this with the liriope cultivar 
‘Silvery Sunproof.’ The dis-
ease started at one end of 
my planting and worked its 
way to the other end. Green 
selections are also hit by it, 
although in my experience, 
less often. I also lost a bed of 
dwarf mondograss to 
it. I have not seen it 
bother regular mon-
dograss. LSU has the 
best write-up on the 
disease and dealing 
with it. Google “Lou-
isiana Plant Pathol-
ogy Leaf and Crown 
Rot of Liriope” and 
you should fi nd a fact 
sheet by E.J. Butler. 
This is a bothersome 
disease. If that’s what 
you have, good luck 
with it.

Dear Neil: I live 
in a part of Texas 
where I can grow 

Meyer lemon outdoors. I 
protect it when it gets really 
cold. It has produced fruit 
regularly each year. My 
peach tree is about 30 feet 
away. The lemon is covered 
in bees, but the peach has 
none. The peach has only 
borne one fruit in recent 
years. You can see them 
blooming in my photos. 
Why the diff erence?

Peach fl owers (at least of 
the common fruit-producing 
varieties) typically have light 
pink blooms with fi ve petals. 
This looks like one of the 

double-fl owering ornamental 
types. They do bear fruit oc-
casionally, but that’s not why 
we usually grow them. And 
they require a second peach 
variety somewhere nearby 
for best pollination. I’m not 
an expert on this specific 
topic, but I wonder if bees 
are put off  by peach fl owers 
with a lot of extra petals. En-
try may be diffi  cult for them.

Dear Neil: My arbor-
ists (a recognized national 
company) are recommend-
ing that my oak trees be 
fertilized even though they 

are in great shape. Is that a 
good suggestion?

I would think so. We don’t 
necessarily apply fertilizer 
just to get a sick tree well 
again. We want to keep them 
healthy and vigorous, and 
proper nourishment is an im-
portant part of that process. 
Sounds like what a doctor 
would say to us, doesn’t it?

Have a question you’d like 
Neil to consider? E-mail him 
at mailbag@sperrygardens.
com. Neil regrets that he 
cannot reply to questions in-
dividually.

Tomato cages are good for developing fruit

April 8, 
2004

On April 1, 
the Mara-
thon Public 
Library wel-
comed a new 
library assis-
tant, Jackie 
Malone on 
the left. On 
the right is 
Eula Mae 
C o l m e n e r o 
who is the 
current assis-
tant.

April 8, 
2004

A Sul Ross 
student is 
seen here try-
ing to relax 
by lounging 
on one of the 
campus walls 
outside the 
SRSU admin 
building.

April 8, 
2004

Alpine com-
munity mem-
bers band 
together to 
help in the 
cleanup for 
the Adopt-
a - H i g h w a y 
program on 
Saturday.

April 8, 
2004

The Minor 
League Yan-
kees were 
all smiles at 
the Big Bend 
Little League 
opening day 
on Saturday.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG
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The Crane Relays on 
March 28 was a preview 
of the district meet with 
all schools participat-
ing except for Tornillo 
and with the addition of 
Wink, Marfa, Midland 
Classical, and McCamey. 
It was an important track 
meet and it allowed us to 
see where the girls are in 
head-to-head competi-
tion with the athletes in 
our district. 

The Varsity Girls won 
the Championship beat-
ing Wink by 48 points 
and third place Crane by 
110 points. The girls are 
looking strong going into 
the championship season 
starting with a 2-day dis-
trict meet back in Crane 

on April 4 and 6. The se-
niors are looking forward 
to winning their fourth 
straight district track and 
fi eld championship title. 

Some of the best com-
petition the girls will 
face will be their own 
teammates Spectators 
should look forward to 

some great performances 
by the Alpine Girls Track 
and Field team over the 
coming weeks. “I believe 
that our track team will 
perform to the best of our 
ability just like we have 
been doing all season. I 
am excited and a little bit 
nervous for my events 

but overall, very confi-
dent that I will perform 
my best,” said Hope 
Dominguez

The 4 x 100m and the 
4 x 200m relays took fi rst 
place with the 4 x 400m 
relay finishing in a tie 
with Presidio for fourth. 
Sprinters, Valeria Cre-
spo won the 100m with 
Danica Mulholland earn-
ing the silver in both the 
100 and 200m and third 
in the high jump. 

Freshman, Colette 
Fowlkes continues to be 
competitive placing sec-
ond in the 400m, fourth 
in the 800m, and second 
in the high jump. Senior 
Novah Carrasco fi nished 
third in the 400m imme-
diately after running her 
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Sports Schedule
FIGHTIN’ BUCK TRACK & 
FIELD
Apr. 4 & 6 District Meet @ Crane
Apr. 11 Area @ Denver City
Apr. 19-20 Regionals @ Abilene
May 2-4 State Championship 
@ Austin 

BUCK BASEBALL
April 5 Alpine vs Crane* JV @ 
4:30 p.m. Varsity @ 7 p.m.
Apr. 9 Tornillo vs Alpine* JV @ 
4:30 p.m. Varsity @ 7 p.m.

LADY BUCK SOFTBALL

April 5 Alpine vs Crane* Varsity 

@ 5 p.m. JV @ 7 p.m.

Apr. 6 Midland Greenwood vs 

Alpine. Varsity @ 1 p.m. JV @ 

3 p.m. 

Apr. 9 Alpine vs Tornillo* Varsity 

@ 5 p.m. JV @ 7 p.m.

TENNIS

April 12-13 Sanderson Invita-

tional @ Sanderson

*Denotes District Game 

Last week the Lady 
Buck Softball pro-
gram faced teams from 
Crane, Tornillo, Stan-
ton, and Kermit, bring-
ing in crushing wins for 
each game.

On Tuesday, March 
19 the Alpine team was 
scheduled to travel to 
play the Golden Cranes 
on their home turf, 
however, with the re-
cent rain the game was 
moved to the drier Al-
pine fi eld.

This was the second 
district game of the sea-
son. The Lady Bucks 
had a rough start to 
their district play in the 
previous game with the 
Presidio Blue Devils 
who made a resounding 
win.

After that game, head 
softball coach, Chris-
topher Virdell said, “I 
think the biggest lapse 
in the game is that we 
struggled to hit the ball 
and left runners in scor-
ing positions. As we 
look ahead to the rest 
of the first half of the 
district, we will have 
to correct both those 
things and be ready for 
some tough games.”

While they continue 
to improve their skills 
in all corners of the 
field, the Lady Bucks 
made their next four 
wins look easy.

“The girls were able 
to refocus this past 
week and take advan-
tage of their opportu-
nity to grab a couple of 
wins. Their skills have 

been there all year, re-
gardless of the position 
they play,” said Vird-
ell after the next two 
games.

In the fi rst inning of 
the game with Crane, 
the guests were at bat 
first ending the top of 
the inning with three 
outs. The bottom of 
the first really picked 
up with two walks, 
one from Portillo and 
then one from Galvan. 
Hawkins hit a single, 
pushing Portillo home 
and the Lady Bucks 
put their fi rst point on 
the board. Hardin then 
hit a triple followed by 
a double delivered by 
Hernandez on a fl y ball 
to the right fi elder. The 
Lady Bucks had a few 
outs before Juett hit a 
single and Portillo a 
triple. The first inning 
ended with Alpine lead-
ing 9-0.

Crane gained a point 
in the top of the second 
with a score on a wild 
pitch. The Lady Bucks 
reached their fi nal score 
in the bottom of the sec-
ond at 22-1, without any 
movement on the score-
board for Crane in the 
fi nal third inning, after 
several strikes, fouls, 
and balls with Hardin 
as pitcher.

In the Friday, March 
22 home district game 
with Tornillo, the Al-
pine team jumped onto 
the scoreboard early in 
the bottom of the first 
inning, immediately 
putting three points up, 

Nothing but wins 

for Lady Bucks
BY JOH COVINGTON

Staff  Writer

The Lady Buck Taryn Hardin at bat during the 
Friday game with Tornillo. 

Courtesy photo

Crane meet a prequel to district championship

The Alpine Lady Bucks track team took home a lot of hardware during the Crane Relays this past 
weekend, taking fi rst place overall. Pictured are Molly Garrett, Ali Maroney, Mia Morris, Naida Mor-
ris, Novah Carrasco, Valeria Crespo, Nevaeh Carrasco Colette Fowlkes, Hope Dominguez, Danica 
Mulholland, Kylie Maroney, Emmory Mercado, Ailea Fierro, and Evelyn Smith.

BY COACH CORY CASON
Contributor

See SOFTBALL • 9

See TRACK • 9

The Alpine Middle 
School hosted the 4-3A 
middle school district 
t rack championship 
at Buck Stadium last 
Wednesday. Alpine boys 
placed fourth in the 
district overall behind 
Crane, Odessa Compass, 
and Kermit.

Athletes competing in 
the seventh-grade boys’ 
individual events includ-
ed John Ritchie, fourth 
place 100M, and fifth-
place 400M, Colt Bill-
ings 10th place 100M 
and 200M, Luis Lujan 
11th place 100M, Mat-
thias Prieto second-place 
400M, Tripp Warren, 
seventh-place 1600M 
and eighth-place 2400M, 

Barry Young, fourth-
place 110M hurdles, 
fi rst-place 300M hurdles, 
and ninth-place 2400M.

In the individual fi eld 
events, Matthias Prieto 
placed fourth in the long 
jump, followed by Em-
erson Roach in seventh 
and John Ritchie tied for 
eighth place. In the shot 
put, Luis Lujan placed 
seventh. In discus, Wyatt 

Warren placed fi fth fol-

lowed by Hunter Stieg 

who placed eighth.

In the triple jump, 

Matthias Prieto took 

first place followed by 

John Ritchie in second, 

and Emerson Roach in 

fourth. In the high jump, 

Cooper Roach tied for 

AMS holds district track championship
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

See AMS • 9

The Alpine Fightin’ 
Bucks and Lady Bucks 
golf teams traveled to 
Pecos on Wednesday and 
followed up with day two 
of their district tourna-
ment on Tuesday, April 
2. The boys’ team has al-
ready seen action on the 
Pecos course this season, 
having played there in 
February. The girls’ team 
however was still com-
peting in basketball, so 
they did not join the boys 
at that early tournament.

Both teams have im-
proved as they’ve ad-
vanced throughout the 
season, with the boys se-
curing a fi rst-place team 
fi nish at the Wink tourna-
ment before competing 
last week at home and 
bringing home a third-
place overall fi nish.

The boy’s standout, 
David Baca has several 
first-place finishes un-
der his belt this season 
and had this to say going 
into the district tourna-
ment. “I think that the 
team is feeling confi dent. 
Hole number seven will 

be challenging in Pecos, 
especially if the wind is 
against you,” Baca said.

Other varsity players 
also commented on the 
upcoming course.

“I feel that I am ready 
for the tournament and 
think that most of the 
holes are fine,” com-
mented Levi Garcia. Ace 
Granado said he was go-
ing into it with a clear 
mind, while Riley Kill-
ingsworth said, “I feel 
pretty good.”

Junior Varsity player 
Mason Dove had this to 
say, “Feeling good. I feel 

like the holes with water 
or rocks will be the chal-
lenging ones to watch out 
for.”

With the girls’ team 
having not played the 
Pecos course previously, 
they felt a bit more cau-
tious about what they 
were facing. The first-
place individual player in 
last week’s girls’ compe-
tition, Evelyn Smith said, 
“I’m feeling nervous be-
cause I have never played 
there before.”

Analia Adame com-

Fightin’ Buck and Lady Buck golf heads to Pecos

Alpine golfers tee off  in Pecos.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

See GOLF • 9

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

EVELYN SMITH, DAVID BACAEVELYN SMITH, DAVID BACA

David Baca and Evelyn Smith are both 
Regional Qualifiers after an 

impressive showing at District.
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with scores from Galvan 
and Portillo after Hardin 
singles on a hard ground 
ball.

Tornillo didn’t have 
any luck in the top of 
the second and Alpine 
jumped in points in the 
bottom with scores from 
Shelton, Portillo, Galvan, 
Hawkins, Juett, Hardin, 
and Sweat.

In the second inning, 
the Lady Bucks added 
15 points to the roster, 
rounding out the game 
with a final winning 
score of 18-0.

Each Lady Buck has 
become a jack of all 
trades. “We have most 
of the team who at some 
point has had to play in 
a diff erent position mul-
tiple times or more. The 
girls have accepted the 
challenge of being more 
versatile players when 
needed and done a won-
derful job at it,” said 
Virdell.

The program has 

strengthened its focus 
as a program on hitting. 
They have a very strong 
lineup from top to bot-
tom and are stressing 
mental toughness at the 
plate. 

This last week the 
Lady Bucks faced off 
against both teams that 
had weaker pitching than 
they had seen most of the 
year so far, the girls ad-
justed well, and we were 
able to hit the ball suc-
cessfully in both games. 

On Tuesday, March 26, 
the Lady Bucks traveled 
to Stanton to face the 
Buff aloes coming home 
with another win 16-3 
after five innings. That 
following Thursday, the 
team went to Kermit for 
a four-inning game with 
the Lady Jackets, where 
the Lady Bucks took the 
lead in the top of the fi rst 
inning with five points. 
The two teams were at 
a standoff  until the third 
inning when the Lady 

Bucks jumped another 10 
points. The Lady Jackets 
made some headway in 
the bottom of the third, 
gaining two points, but 
the Lady Bucks ham-
mered their win home 
with a double from Har-
din, driving Hawkins to 
score the final point of 
the game, 17-2.

“We are now hitting 
the stronger part of the 
schedule with Stanton, 
Kermit, and then back 
with Presidio. I expected 
really good games. These 
next couple of games 
were of great signifi cance 
to us, they determine 
where we sit in district 
play and leading into the 
playoff s,” said Virdell.

This week, the Lady 
Bucks played Presidio 
on Tuesday, defeating the 
Blue Devils 15-5. Their 
next game will be tomor-
row against the Golden 
Cranes in a district away 
game at 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL • FROM 8

TRACK • FROM 8

4 x 200m anchor relay 
leg and also won the long 
jump with a PR of 16’ 5.” 

Younger sister, Nevaeh 
Carrasco earned second 
in the triple jump with a 
PR of 32’ 10.” 

Naida Morris placed 
third in both hurdles and 
won the silver in the pole 
vault. Mia Morris placed 
second in the 300m hurdles 
and third in the pole vault. 

Distance runner Molly 
Garrett placed fifth in 

the 3200m while Hope 
Dominguez placed second 
in the 1600m and third in 
the 800m. Ali Maroney 
ran her best 4 x 400m leg 
of the season and sister 
Kylie Maroney placed 
third in the long jump with 
a PR of 15’ 10.”  

Molly Garrett said, 
“My first year in high 
school track has been re-
ally fun and I’m excited 
to work hard at the dis-
trict meet this week.”

“Every meet we have 
improved, and most 
have been setting PRs all 
around which is a great 
accomplishment for us 
as a team. Our district 
meet is coming up in 
Crane this week and I 
am very confi dent in our 
team.  We will have most 
of the team advancing to 
Area and will be District 
and Area Champions for 
the fourth year in a row,” 
added Novah Carrasco.

first and Colt Billings 
took fourth.

The 4x100 relay team 
of Colt Billings, Jer-
emiah Mendoza, Em-
erson Roach, and Luis 
Lujan placed fi fth, while 
the 4x200 relay team of 
Abram Portillo, Coo-
per Roach, Emerson 
Roach, and Luis Lujan 
also placed fifth. The 
4x400 relay team of John 
Ritchie, Cooper Roach, 
Emerson Roach, and 
Matthias Prieto placed 
second.

The seventh-grade 
girls’ team placed first 
overall at the district 
meet.

In the 100M, Isela 
Carrasco placed third, 
while Iliana Dominguez 
placed third in the 200M 
and Carrasco placed 
sixth, followed by Layla 
Chavarria who tied for 
ninth.

In the 400M Domin-
guez placed fourth, 
Athena Villanueva came 
in eighth, and Leah 
Struthers placed 16th.

In the 800M, Hallie 
Wood took first place, 
Athena Villanueva placed 
third, and Struthers placed 
sixth. Wood also took fi rst 
place in the 1600M race.

In the 100M hurdles, 
Kayleigh Parsons placed 
second while Isabel Vil-
lanueva placed fi fth fol-
lowed by Kelli Kearns in 
sixth. Parsons also placed 
second in the 300M hur-
dles while Kearns earned 
another sixth place and 
Villanueva placed sev-
enth.

Individual fi eld events 
for seventh-grade girls 
had Alpine topping the 

podium again in the 
long jump, where Hallie 
Wood placed fi rst, Iliana 
Dominguez third, and 
Kelli Kearns took sixth 
place.

In the shot put, Taylynn 
Stieg placed seventh.

In the triple jump, 
Wood once again took 
first place while Reyna 
Martinez placed fi fth. In 
the high jump, Alpine 
would place fifth and 
sixth with Struthers and 
Isela Carrasco, and Layla 
Chavarria placed fi rst in 
the pole vault for Alpine.

The 4x100 relay team 
of Emma Del Colle, 
Reyna Martinez, Isela 
Carrasco, and Kelli Ke-
arns placed sixth, while 
the 4x200 relay team of 
Layla Chavarria, Haily 
Adams, Rayna Martinez, 
and Emma Del Colle 
placed fifth. Finally, 
the 4x400 relay team of 
Wood, Iliana Dominguez, 
Kayleigh Parsons, and 
Emma Del Colle placed 
second.

Both the eighth-grade 
girls’ and boys’ teams 
placed the same as the 
seventh-grade overall. 
The girls’ team took a 
first-place overall finish 
and the boys’ team placed 
fourth.

In the boys’ 100M, 
Emerson Walker placed 
fourth and Cloud Marti-
nez placed eighth, while 
Cain Vidal took 17th. Da-
vonte Hardwick placed 
ninth in the 200M fol-
lowed by Ezra Lujan and 
Darius Portillo in 14th 
and 15th respectively. In 
the 400M, Ryan Hino-
jos placed seventh while 
Hector Valenzuela placed 

13th and Julian Aguilar 
placed 14th.

In the 800M, Jeremy 
Hinojos placed sixth and 
Julian Aguilar placed 
13th. The 1600M saw 
Zane Perkins just miss 
the podium with a fourth-
place finish, followed 
by Jeremy Hinojos in 
seventh and Hector Va-
lenzuela in 13th. Perkins 
would make the podium 
in the 2400M race, plac-
ing third.

In the boys’ 110M hur-
dles, Dominic Rodriguez 
placed third followed by 
Christian Flores in fi fth. 
In the 300M hurdles, Ro-
driguez placed second 
and Flores took another 
fi fth place.

Alpine’s 4x100 relay 
team of Emerson Walker, 
Alejandro Uranga, Cain 
Vidal, and Cloud Mar-
tinez placed fifth, while 
the 4x200 eighth-grade 
relay team of Darius 
Portillo, Alejandro Ura-
nga, Davonte Hardwick, 
and Cloud Martinez 
also placed fi fth, and the 
4x400 team of Dominic 
Rodriguez, Hardwick, 
Christian Flores, and 
Walker placed third.

In the boys’ long jump, 
Hardwick placed seventh, 
followed by Dominic 
Rodriguez who tied for 
eighth place with Kermit. 
In the triple jump event, 
Hardwick placed fourth, 
followed by Dominic Ro-
driguez in eighth and Jer-
emy Hinojos in 11th.

In the shot put, Dari-
us Portillo would bring 
home the gold with a dis-
tance of 39’-9”, followed 
by Emerson Walker who 
took fifth place in the 

event with a distance 
of 34’-8”.  In the discus 
competition, Portillo 
would also take fi rst place 
and Walker would place 
fourth.

Alpine’s  Christ ian 
Flores would place sixth 
in the high jump while 
Matthew Dubois tied 
for fi rst place in the pole 
vault and Ryli Vasquez 
placed fourth.

The eighth-grade Al-
pine girls took gold in 
both the 100M and 200M 
races, with Gyllian Mor-
rissey taking the top spot 
in both. Mia Jimenez 
would place fourth in 
the 100M followed by 
Kelston Behan in fi fth. In 
the 200M, Liliana Men-
doza placed third behind 
Morrissey and Lauren 
Furr placed fourth.

In the 400M, Kacy 
Hawkins placed fi fth, and 
Marisol Jimenez placed 
10th. Andynne Ramirez 

placed fi fth in the 800M 
followed by Alyssa 
Ramos in ninth, and 
Ramirez placed second 
in the 1600M followed 
by Amberly Tarrant in 
fi fth and Violet Del Colle 
in eighth. Imani Miller 
would place seventh in 
the 2400M.

Alpine took both the 
second and third place 
fi nishes in the 100M hur-
dles with Rose De Guia 
and Amberly Tarrant. In 
the 300M hurdles, Jiana 
Martinez placed second 
followed by another third-
place fi nish for Tarrant.

The girls’ 4x100 relay 
team of Behan, Mor-
rissey, Liliana Mendoza, 
and Mia Jimenez placed 
second, while the 4x200 
relay team of Mendo-
za, Furr, Jimenez, and 
Hawkins placed fourth. 
The 4x400 relay team of 
Hawkins, Imani Miller, 
Alice Saunders, and Mari-

sol Jimenez placed sixth.
Finally, in the eighth-

grade girls’ fi eld events, 
Morrissey placed fi rst in 
the long jump with a dis-
tance of 13’-5” followed 
by Liliana Mendoza in 
third place with a 12’-9” 
jump. In the triple jump, 
Morrissey and Mendoza 
would duplicate their 
spots on the podium.

Kacy Hawkins placed 
fi rst in the shot put with 
a distance of 31’-7” 
followed by Marisol 
Jimenez who placed fi fth 
and Laci Tarango placed 
eighth. Hawkins also 
placed second in the dis-
cus and Jimenez fourth.

Alpine’s Jianda Marti-
nez and Alice Saunders 
both tied for seventh in 
the high jump, and Al-
pine swept the podium in 
the pole vault with Rose 
De Guia taking fi rst, An-
dynne Ramirez second, 
and Bella Sanchez third.

AMS • FROM 8

mented on the Pecos 
course saying, “I think it’s 
going to be diffi  cult just 
because we don’t know 
the course, but hopefully 
we just play our best.” Ju-
nior Varsity player Ashlee 
Neal shared the same sen-
timents as Smith, saying 
“I’m feeling nervous be-
cause it’s an unfamiliar 
course.”

The fact that this tour-
nament is split, and not 
scheduled back-to-back 
like many Alpine has 
played in had some team 
members feeling great 
about the break, but not-
ing that their mental game 
may be challenged by this 
diff erence. Both girls and 
boys seem to believe the 
break will be benefi cial, 

due to rest and the abil-
ity to practice on things 
that may have challenged 
them on day one.

Ferris Daley comment-
ed, “I think it’ll be benefi -
cial to my game because 
I’ll have time to work on 
the things I didn’t do well 
during the fi rst day.” Con-
sequently, Baca and Neal 
believe that the split can 

be mentally challenging 
for them. “I believe it can 
be mentally challenging, 
but with the right mind-
set it can be done,” Baca 
stated.

Depending upon their 
scores in this tourna-
ment, the Bucks and 
Lady Bucks have the op-
portunity to move on to 
the regional tournament 

in Abilene on April 15-
16. Coach Marco Gomez 
said, “Depending upon 
how strong the other dis-
tricts are, the boys need to 
individually score in the 
mid-70s on both days in 
Pecos. For the girls, they 
need to be in the 80s or 
better both days.”

Gomez said that for the 
team to advance to re-

gional competition, they 
needed to be in either 
fi rst or second place, and 
likewise with the indi-
vidual players. “The top 
two scores in both the 
boys’ and girls’ individu-
ally will medal and move 
on to regional competi-
tion, and the team scores 
require the same,” Gomez 
added.

GOLF • FROM 8
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MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

FOR RENT/LEASE  HELP WANTED WANT TO BUY SERVICES SERVICES GARAGE SALE GARAGE SALE FARM AND RANCH

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Mobile homes 

and spaces. Close 

to Sul Ross Uni-

versity.  Frontier 

Mobile Home 

Village. 1102 N. 

9th St. trailer #35 

Alpine.  Call 432-

837-2736    

FOR RENT/LEASE  

Rentals Available. 

Call Rhonda Cole 

432-837-5539  

407 E Lockhart 

#2 3 BR / 1 Bath 

Rent $1095.00/

mo + Deposit 

432-249-0293 

102 Baeza Circle 

– Ft. Davis, 2 BR 

/ 1 bath, Rent 

$1,000.00/mo + 

deposit.  432-

249-0293 

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 

seeking dedi-

cated employees 

to fill night audit.  

Excellent pay and 

benefits.  Please 

apply in person 

at 2607 West 

Highway 90. 

Holiday Inn 

Express is seek-

ing dedicated 

employees to fill 

morning front 

desk, breakfast 

attendant, and 

housekeeping 

positions. Please 

apply in person 

at 2004 East 

Highway 90.   

I buy cast iron 

skillets please 

text or call 512-

963-7533  

Want to buy 

old Colt pistols 

and old Win-

chester Lever 

Action rifles. 

Daytime phone 

#: 432-294-2094. 

Nights/week-

ends: 432-364-

2234  

SERVICES

 Uber LYFT driver 

in Alpine serv-

ing the city and 

surrounding 

areas.  Schedule 

on the Uber/LYFT 

apps for regional 

rides to airports, 

or call my cell 

for flat fee cash 

discount rates.  

502-265-8321  

EXPERIENCED 

RANCH CARE-

TAKER – Army 

vet non-drinker, 

nonsmoker will 

house sit your 

property.  Safe 

and responsible.  

432-296-8813 

GARAGE SALE

Hillside Rummage 

Sale - Giant Spring 

Rummage Sale 

at Hillside Baptist 

Church, 205 

Church Road, Sat-

urday, April 6th, 8 

a.m. - 2 p.m., Mon-

day - Friday NOON 

to 6 p.m. and 

Saturday, April 13, 

NOON to 6 p.m.  

Lots of furniture, 

2 aquariums, 

good entry door 

with glass panes, 

excellent motor-

cycle helmets, lots 

of kitchen ware, 

Vintage Wurlitzer 

Piano excellent 

condition, linens, 

cook, craft, kid 

and reading 

books.  Free mag-

azines, very good 

shoes and boots, 

bicycles, vintage 

clothing as well 

as clothing for the 

whole family, and 

much more!  Call 

Karen for more 

information.  432-

386-3071

FARM AND RANCH

Hunting Lease 

Wanted:  Looking 

for a long-term 

lease with exclusive 

access.  Manage-

ment minded and 

references avail-

able if needed.  Will 

feed and help with 

improvements and 

maintenance if 

needed.  Inter-

ested in Aoudad, 

Mule Deer, Prong 

Horn, Elk either 

one species or all 

if available.  Mike 

915-328-0645  
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Residential Appraiser at Brewster County 

Appraisal District

Brewster County Appraisal District 

is accepting applications for the 

following positions:

APPRAISAL REVIEW 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Duties include: hearing & resolving property 

tax protests on appraisal issues, exemption 

denials, and special use appraisals. 

Requirements: Must be available for a 

possible 40 hrs. per week from June thru 

September. Must be a Brewster County 

resident for at least the past 2 yrs. Cannot 

have served all or part of three previous 

terms on the Appraisal Review Board.

Applicant or spouse cannot have a current 

contract with a taxing unit. Members are 

paid a daily per diem. 

Please contact 

Esther Howard at 

956-276-1295 or email at 

ehoward0711@gmail.com.
For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812
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Now Hiring

Village Farms is seeking a detailed 
oriented individual to join our team as

Shipping/Receiving Clerk
for our Marfa 2 location.

Responsibilities include loading 
and unloading, forklift operation, 

preparation of shipping documents, 
verify deliveries, maintain warehouse 

and other general duties.

Requirements: Must be willing to work 

weekends and holidays, ability to 
work independently, verbal, and 

written communication skills, working 
knowledge of computers and forklift 

pass a pre-employment drug screen.

Interested candidates should call 
(432)729-3071 Ext. 607

or fax resume to (432)375-6241.
Applications are also available at Village 

Farms Security Stations 3 Miles N. Hwy 17 
Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 17 FT. Davis, TX

God Bless America

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.cityofalpine.com/employment
www.pchsmedclinic.org
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READY TO

TAKE THE

NEXT
STEP?

The Fort Stockton Pioneer, an award-winning community newspaper since 1908, is looking to 

hire a full-time local executive editor to cover a wide variety of news in our community. We are 

an award-winning weekly community newspaper located in Fort Stockton, Texas

 We publish weekly with also online and social media components. We aim high and expect 

reporters to establish relationships in their coverage areas to best monitor the pulse of the 

community.

ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
Covering city and county governmental meetings and feature stories and a reporter to cover 

sports if needed. Must have story-telling abilities and a constant awareness of what people 

are sharing and talking about on social media. It will require a demonstrated commitment to 

constantly adapting to the ever-evolving ways in which readers seek out and interact with 

journalism. This reporter will break news, hold government agencies accountable, and will 

explain to readers how local government is helping or hurting them. This reporter will tell the 

story of how local and state politics weave into what’s happening in their community.

QUALIFICATIONS INCLUDE:

Strong writing, verbal and reporting skills, and excellent news judgment. Commitment 
to accurate, ethical journalism. The ability to engage with readers and develop 
sources on social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. Ability 
to meet deadlines. Ability to collaborate on new projects and work in a fast-paced 
environment. Moving assistance is available for the right candidate.

If you want to have fun, make money and be part of our growing community, send us 
your resume and let’s start making a diff erence in our community.

JOB TYPE: FULL-TIME

BENEFITS:
Health insurance
Life insurance
Paid time off 
EDUCATION:
High school 
WORK LOCATION: In person

Email: publisher@alpineavalanche.com

Executive Editor

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters 

Testamentary for the Estate of Rebecca Jane 

Smith, Deceased, were issued on March 27, 

2024, under Docket No. PR03162, pending in 

the County Court of Brewster County, Texas, 

to Cathy Virginia Fortenberry.

Claims may be presented in care of the 

attorney for the estate, addressed as follows:

Representative,

Estate of Rebecca Jane Smith, Deceased

c/o Elizabeth J. Lewis, Attorney at Law

SIBLEY ANDERSON LEWIS

121 N. 6th Street

Alpine, Texas 79830

All persons having claims against this estate, 

which is currently being administered, are 

required to present them within the time and 

in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED March 27, 2024

            Cathy Virginia Fortenberry

By: _______________________

Elizabeth J. Lewis, 

Attorney for Representative

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters 

Testamentary for the Estate of Margaret Skeels 

Stevens, Deceased, were issued on March 27, 

2024 under Docket No. PR03156, pending in 

the County Court of Brewster County, Texas, 

to Betty Louise Alex.

Claims may be presented in care of the 

attorney for the estate, addressed as follows:

Representative,

Estate of Margaret Skeels Stevens, Deceased

c/o Elizabeth J. Lewis, Attorney at Law

SIBLEY ANDERSON LEWIS

121 N. 6th Street

Alpine, Texas 79830

All persons having claims against this estate, 

which is currently being administered, are 

required to present them within the time and 

in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED March 27, 2024

Betty Louise Alex

By: _______________________

Elizabeth J. Lewis, 

Attorney for Representative

Notice to Creditors
Notice is hereby given that original 

Letters Testamentary for the Estate 

of Clare Magers Ritzi, Deceased, 

were issued on March 27, 2024, 

docket number PR03151, in the 

County Court of Brewster County, 

Texas to Christopher Ritzi. Claims 

may be presented in care of the 

attorney for the estate, addressed 

as follows: Representative, c/o 

Law Office of Sandy Stewart, P.O. 

Box 298, Fort Davis, Texas 79734. 

All persons having claims against 

this estate which is currently being 

administered, are required to 

present them within the time and 

in the manner prescribed by law. 

DATED: March 28, 2024 .

s/s Sandy Stewart

Sandy Stewart

Click on the 

Classifi eds tab at

www.alpineavalanche.com

THEN

CLICK

FREE
lost pet ads with the 

Avalanche.
432-837-3334

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of 

TANA JEANNE STRINGFELLOW, 

Deceased, were issued on March 13, 2024, 
under Docket No. PR03157, pending in the 
County Court of Brewster County, Texas, to 
Michelle Williams Murff.

Claims may be presented in care of the 
attorney for the estate, addressed as follows:

Representative,
Estate of Tana Jeanne Stringfellow, 
     Deceased
c/o Elizabeth J. Lewis, Attorney at Law
SIBLEY ANDERSON LEWIS
121 N. 6th Street
Alpine, Texas 79830

All persons having claims against this 
estate, which is currently being administered, 
are required to present them within the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED March 20, 2024

Michelle Williams Murff

By:                                                     
Elizabeth J. Lewis, 
Attorney for Representative

STAY IN TOUCH 

HOME DELIVERY

DIGITAL

432-837-3334

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.avalanche.com
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NOTICE OF RATE CHANGE REQUEST

th 

Application of 

AEP Texas Inc. for Authority to Change Rates

AVISO DE MODIFICACIÓN DE TARIFA

2023.

Aplicación de AEP Texas Inc. de Autoridad para Cambiar las Tarifas



 

Teepees located in the Terlingua Ghostown which are part of Base Camp Terlingua’s AirBnB lodging 
facilities were destroyed by high winds in the area yesterday. The teepees were some of the fi rst vaca-
tion rentals available to visitors and are owned by Jeff  Leach.

Photo courtesy of Kaci Kothmann

High winds destroy AirBnB lodging
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Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.

432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

 Latter-Day Saints
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AI

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

FORT DAVIS  |  ALPINE  |  PRESIDIO

WWW.MAVERICK.BANK  |  (432) 837-1888

Paid in Full
The curse of sin and death was introduced 

into God’s perfect Creation when Adam and 
Eve rebelled against God in the Garden of Eden. 
They listened to the devil’s lies and ate the for-
bidden fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil. They did so, believing Satan, that they 
would be like God themselves. Ever since, sin 
has corrupted and defi led every human being – 
except Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of 
God.

The original sin of Adam and Eve has since 
become human nature; passed down from gen-
eration to generation.  From our inherited sinful 
nature stems all kinds of actual sins; evil desires, 
thoughts, words, actions, and even withheld 
words and inaction – omissions of good that we 
should have said or done. Unfortunately, there is 
no escaping our sin. And the only way to pay for 
the debt it has caused is death.

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” (Romans 6:23 ESV).

Thanks be to God that He had a plan to re-
deem us from before the moment Adam and 
Eve brought sin into this world. The only way 
to atone for our sins is through spilled blood. 
God made the fi rst move for them, covering 
their shame and guilt by covering them in ani-
mal skins. This was the beginning of animal 

sacrifi ces that would form the sacramental life 
of God’s chosen people throughout the Old Tes-
tament. In that, God demonstrated to them that 
He still loved them, despite their sin.

Right after announcing the curses, God as-
sured Adam and Eve of His promise to send a 
Savior through their off spring. This was God’s 
only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, who came to 
bear the burden of all our sins for us. Jesus be-
came our sins, even though He had never com-
mitted any sins Himself. He took all sin with 
Him to death on the cross, paying the full price 
of the debt of them.  Then Jesus rose from the 
dead and ascended back to heaven to rule over 
all Creation until He will return again to judge 
all the earth.

Through Jesus’ ultimate sacrifi ce on the cross 
in our stead, He fully paid for all the sins of all 
people from all times.

To receive this free gift from God, all you 
must do is repent and believe. The word “re-
pent” means “to turn back.” In other words, to 
repent of your sins, you have to fi rst believe that 
God has, and will, forgive you for them. And 
through the faith that He provides, you will be 
enabled to turn away from your sins and turn 
towards God.

Through Jesus’ death on the cross, God dem-
onstrated to us that He did not want any of us to 
die for our sins. Jesus came to pay a debt that 
He did not owe and a debt that we could not pay. 
Thanks be to God!

Soli Deo Gloria!

BY PHILIP FRANK

Redeemer Lutheran Church

In what activities did 
you participate in high 
school?
In high school, I participated 
in track, football, welding, and 
basketball.

Who was your favorite 
teacher/coach, and why?
With no doubt Coach 
Hardwick.  He has had an 
amazing impact on my life, not 
just with basketball, but with 
life and becoming the man I 
am today.

What was your favorite 
moment in the last four 
years?
Without a doubt, my most 

memorable moment in the 
last few years was winning 
against Stanton in the district 
for basketball. Just the 
atmosphere and being able 
to share that moment with 
my friends since elementary 
was great. The cherry on top 
though was my go-ahead 
bucket to win, making that 
moment more memorable 
than any other.

What are your plans after 
high school?
My plans for the future are to 
enlist in the military and to 
become the best person I can
possibly be.
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111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Evren MartinezEvren Martinez

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.ffacebook.com/gcfalpine
www.maverick.bank
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating  

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT 

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

FLOORING

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BOUNCE HOUSE/PARTY

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435  |  877.493.7862  |  WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

R&K JUMPING BALLOONS
PARTY SUPPLIES

WE OFFER:
Party Packages

Tables w/chairs

Hot Dogs Machine

Popcorn Machine

Snow cone Machine 

Cotton Candy Machine

Please Contact:
432.299.1100

Family Owned & Operated

Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. 

Alpine • 432-837-7275

Towing Available • Estimates

Family Owned

Served Alpine Since 1995 •

WINDSHIELD AND AUTOMOTIVE CALIBRATION

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

432-336-3939
301 North Main St. 

Fort Stockton, TX

Alexus Davis
Funeral Director

Tracy Cockrell
Funeral Assistant

Alma Rodriguez
Funeral Assistant

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

Big Bend Floors
and More, LLC
Quality Floor Installation

at an affordable priceppppppppp

Roy Woosley

432-386-5117
REWflooring@gmail.com

Veteran and Law Enforcement Discount

Residential 

and 

Commercial

TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR BUSINESS 

CALL

432-837-3334
OR

432-336-2281

BODY SHOP

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.alpinepubliclibrary.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

TREATING TREATING 

YOURSELF YOURSELF 

TO NEW TO NEW 

CLIENTS?CLIENTS?

WE WE 
HAHAVEVE
YOU YOU 

COVERED!COVERED!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & RESERVE

YOUR SPACE!

FIND MORE 
CLIENTS

NOW!
PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@fi ndaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

www.legacybrokergroup.com | 432-837-3325

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 
432�837�3334 OR 432�336�2281  

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W. 
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

432-837-3334 432-336-2281

432-336-3314 
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa, 

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We off er the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.drillingbigbend.com
www.findaranchoutwest.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com


 

Are you like me? Do 
you struggle to decide 
what sort of side dish you 
want to make with your 
meals? This is the one 
conundrum that I always 
seem to struggle with.

Sure, I could make 
the same old tired green 
beans or California mix, 
or corn, and if the as-
paragus looks good at 
the store, I may grab a 
bunch of that or whip up 
some yellow squash. And 
while all of that sounds 
great, sometimes I just 
crave something diff er-
ent and new.

Recently I came across 
this yummy-sounding 
dish that I never would 
have thought about be-
cause this particular 
“vegetable” is not one of 
those that comes to mind 
too often. I’m talking 
about artichokes.

Artichokes come from 
Italy and Sicily. The cul-
tivation of this unique 
vegetable dates back as 
far as 300 BC. They were 
considered a delicacy by 
the Greeks and Romans 
and were introduced to 
Spain around 800 AD by 
the African Moors who 
brought them from Sicily.

Artichokes are a va-
riety of thistle that has 
been cultivated as a 
food. And the hearts of 
the artichoke are the best 
part, because they stay 
soft and pliable, whereas 
the outer petals become 
tough and stringy.

Artichokes may be 
found in a variety of 
Mediterranean foods, 
made into dips, roasted, 
stuff ed, or baked. They 

can also be fried, added 
to pasta dishes, marinat-
ed, and made into soup. 
But their flavor really 
lends itself to be com-
plemented by citrus and 
briny fl avor profi les.

They complement 
main dish proteins such 
as fi sh and pork well and 
are said to have multiple 
health benefits includ-
ing lowering blood sugar 
levels and improving di-
gestion. They’re only 90 
calories per cup cooked 
and supply a surprising 
5 grams of protein. But 
basically, they just taste 
really good.

So, next time you’re 
hard-pressed to decide 
what side dish to add to 
your meal, consider the 
lowly artichoke.

Emilee Charles-
worth of Mara-
thon won round 
two of the RFA-
Waco-Roping Fu-
turities of Amer-
ica Breakaway 
Futurity on Satur-
day atop her horse 
DS ACE CAT T. 
C h a r l e s w o r t h 
took home checks 
totaling $4700.

Courtesy photo

Lemon Braised Artichokes

Courtesy photo

Always searching for a side dish
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      TRANSPECOS.BANK

A N N I V E R S A R Y

1924-2024

Future Leaders Scholarship
by 

TransPecos Banks

We believe there is no better way to invest in our 
communities than by supporting our future leaders in 

pursuit of higher education.

This year, we will be awarding up to $35,000 in scholarships 
to graduating high school students.

 We encourage area high school seniors to visit our website 
for full details - 

www.transpecos.bank/resources/scholarship-contest

Locally owned for over 25 years!Locally owned for over 25 years!
SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT

AMISTADMOTORS.NETAMISTADMOTORS.NET
2110 W Dickinson Blvd • Fort Stockton2110 W Dickinson Blvd • Fort Stockton

432.336.9000432.336.9000

A Mark of Excellence winner in Sales and Customer Service.

16 YEARS IN A ROW!

enenencececece iwinnerr iniiininin SSSSSSSSSaSSSaSaSallllles

Gabino 

AAA MA MA MA MAAA M kkk fffffffffff EE lllllll

Eric NunezRudy Franco

erviice

Candi DominguezDominguez

dd Cd C SSllll ii

CCJordan Jordan GonzaleGonzaless

Now working outside sales! 

I strive to give the best 

experience and customer 

service. Reach out to me at 

(432) 386-0118 or through 

Facebook. I look forward to 

hearing from you! 

Daniella Rodriguez

These Out!

2020 JEEP GLADIATOR 

RUBICON 4WDRUBICON 4WD
ONLY 31,800 MILES,ONLY 31,800 MILES, 

LEATHER, NAVIGATION, ALPINE STEREO

CHEVY CHEVY TAHOE PREMIER
ONLY 25,000 MILES, 

LOADED, WAS $71,595

LELE

LLLOLLLLOLLLLLLL AADADADDEEDEDEDE WAWAWASSSS S $7$7$7$ 11,1 595LOADADEDEDED,, , , WAWAWAWASSS S $7$7$7$71,1,595

MIERMIER

 NOW ONLY

68,975!

NOW ONLY NOW ONLY 
$65,750!$65,750!

2022 CHEVY TAHOE RST SPORT
ONLY 24,000 MILES, ONLY 24,000 MILES, 

6.2 LITER V-8, WAS $685006.2 LITER V-8, WAS $68500

REEEOORREEEOEO

2022 BUICK ENCORE GX
ONLY 8,530 MILES,ONLY 8,530 MILES, 

TURBO ENGINE, POWER & HEATED SEATSTURBO ENGINE, POWER & HEATED SEATS

LIMITED TIME: DOUBLE BIG MAC®

Comes with double the patties, grill-sizzled onions, perfectly melted cheese

and more special sauce inevery bite. 

Beware of the Hamburglar-this burger is at the top of his heist list.

Try it while you can. Order it today in the app for pickup or McDelivery®.* 
*At participating McDonald’s for a limited time. McDelivery prices may be higher than at restaurants. Delivery/other fees may apply.

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine, Texas

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Lemon Braised Artichokes

Directions:
Bring ½ cup each of water and 
white wine, two packages of ar-
tichoke hearts, three wide strips 
of lemon zest, and 2 tablespoons 
each of lemon juice and olive oil.
Bring to a simmer in a large skil-
let.
Season with salt and pepper, 
cover, and cook, stirring halfway 
through, until the artichokes are 
tender, about 10 minutes.
Uncover and add two minced 

garlic cloves 
Add two tablespoons of olive oil
Add chopped parsley
Add chopped mint
Cook, stirring, until the garlic 
softens, another one or two min-
utes.
Serve with protein of choice

For questions or comments, email 
foodie9372@gmail.com

Ingredients:

2 9-ounce packages of frozen ar-

tichoke hearts

½ cup water

½ cup white wine

3 wide strips of lemon zest

2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice

4 tablespoons olive oil, divided

2 minced garlic cloves

1/8 cup chopped parsley

1/8 cup chopped mint

Salt and pepper to taste

Bringing home the money

432-837-3334

“Last time I had a garage sale I did not put it in 
the paper and I did not have a good turn out at 
all. I always do because I put  it in the paper.”
                                                   - Susie Gonzales

www.amistadmotors.net
www.transpecos.bank/resources/scholarship-contest
www.transpecos.bank

