
 

Editor’s Note: This is part two of 

a two-part series on Sul Ross rodeo 

and Coach C.J. Aragon.

As many may know, Sul Ross 

State University is the birthplace of 

the National Intercollegiate Rodeo 

Association. They’ve turned out a 

few champions since 1948, but no 

one since 1983 has had the success-

ful teams Coach C.J. Aragon has in 

the last few years and he just keeps 

building on that success.

Aragon competed professionally 

as a steer wrestler for 27 years and 

had been giving private lessons at his 

house, when Mesalands Community 

College in Tucumcari, New Mexico 
approached him about taking over 
their program. “At one point, I had 
nine consecutive state champion 
steer wrestlers, and when Mesalands 
approached me, it was just a good fi t 
and a passion I have,” said Aragon.

His career in coaching college ro-
deo full-time began in 2007 at Mesa-
lands, and in six seasons he was able 
to turn their program on its head, 
earning not only his own honors but 
also sending more competitors to 
the College National Finals Rodeo 
(CNFR) than in the history of the 
program.

Aragon’s coaching style has 

Alpine High School is 
a school lacking a the-
ater program or even a 
theater class and is the 
only school to enter the 
competition without an 
actual theater program. 
Yet, students interested 
in the arts and theater 
have managed to bring 
this to fruition despite 
these challenges, as they 
embark upon UIL One 
Act Play with the help 
of their advisor who fi -
nanced the advertising 
for the group.

 One Act Play is just 
as it sounds, a play 
that consists of a single 
act. This group of high 
school thespians has de-
cided to tackle what in 
today’s world one might 
call a romantic comedy 
with a twist. Based on 
the old Greek mythology 
story of “Pygmalion,” 
“Farewell to Galatea,” 
written by Ford Ain-
sworth embarks upon a 
comedic love story that 

shines a light on what 
happens when the term 
“watch what you ask 
for” comes to fruition.

Restricted to an en-
tire handbook of UIL 
rules for this event, the 
cast and crew can con-
sist of no more than 20 
students. They are lim-
ited to the number of 
set pieces that they use 
and have seven minutes 
to put it up and take it 
down, without any ver-
bal communication. 
They also have only 
40 minutes to tell their 
story. If they advance to 
the next level of com-
petition, another one 
of the rules is that they 
must pay royalties for 
each advancement, and 
scripts must be blacked 
out, highlighted, and 
sent to the three judges 
ahead of the competi-
tion. 

In order to compete, 
and have props, make-
up, and costumes, the 
students rely on fund-
raising and donations 

to fund their way to the 
competition. Accord-
ing to Gil Grabow, the 
faculty advisor for One 
Act Play, this year they 
are very fortunate in 
that their funds are in 
good shape. “We are 

good as far as funding 
is concerned to be able 
to travel to competition 
and feed the kids and put 
them up in hotel rooms, 
as well as pay the initial 
royalty fees for the play 
so that there is no copy-

right infringement. All 
of this gets expensive, 
but these kids are worth 
it because they are so 
passionate about what 
they are doing,” Grabow 
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Early 
voting 
ends 

tomorrow

Sul Ross’ Aragon still producing champions

Registered voters inter-
ested in casting their votes 
for the March 5 primary 
election prior to election 
day can still do so from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. tomorrow 
at the Val Clark Beard 
Office Complex at 203 
N. 7th Street. There will 
also be early voting avail-
able today and tomorrow 
in Marathon from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. at the Marathon 
Community Center for 
Precinct 3 and in Terlin-
gua in precincts 5, 6, and 7 
at the J.W. “Red” Pattillo 
Community Center.

 Voters may choose to 
vote in either the Demo-
cratic primary or the Re-
publican primary.

Local candidates run-
ning for office on the 
Democratic ticket are 
Ronny Dodson for 
Brewster County Sheriff , 
Sylvia Vega for County 
Tax Assessor-Collector, 
Mary Bell Lockhart 
for Democratic County 
Chair, and in Precinct 3, 
Brewster County Com-
missioner incumbent 

See ELECTION • 12

See ARAGON • 14

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Alpine’s Valeria Crespo, left, takes the handoff  from Mia Morris during the 4x100-meter relay during the 80th Coman-
che Relays Saturday in Fort Stockton. At right, Fort Stockton’s Havyn Gaytan prepares to take the baton from Larie 
Belle Urbano. 

Photo by Shawn Yorks

Leaving them in the dust

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

AHS One Act gearing up for public presentation, contest

Members of the cast of the One Act Play pose in one of their warm-up exer-
cises prior to practice. Pictured are Izabel Ortiz, Raul Renteria, Ayleen Adame-
Ramirez, Kalavati Caulfi eld, Zoe Arredondo, Naylana Smith, Andrea Johnson, 
Alyssa Mitchell, Alyssa Barron, LauraLai Bates, and Taryn Klockman.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

See ONE ACT • 13

Ky Hamilton celebrates a completed bull ride during the 
2023 Wrangler National Finals Rodeo as Tristen Hutch-
ings (far left) looks at the scoreboard. Hamilton earned 
the World Champion title in bull riding last year. 

Photo courtesy of Roseanna Sales, PRCA
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The Alpine Emergency 
Services Board (AESB) 
held its regular scheduled 
meeting last Thursday, 
February 22 at 5:30 p.m. 
Top on the agenda was 
a presentation by Alpine 
City Manager Megan 
Antrim and Brewster 
County Judge Greg Hen-
ington of funds obtained 
by the auction of surplus 
items.

“We had this money 
from getting rid of sur-
plus equipment and we 
wanted it put to good 
use, so donating it to the 
AESB seemed to be our 
best option, so it could be 
used to fund new equip-
ment, training, or main-
tenance work as needed,” 
said Henington.

After the presentation 
of the donation by Ant-
rim and Henington, the 
board approved the min-
utes from the January 11 
meeting, followed by re-
ports from the board.

Board member Aaron 
Rodriguez reported that 
Rusty Moore had per-
sonally donated another 
computer to aid the Al-
pine Volunteer Fire De-
partment (AVFD) with 
their reports and overall 
managerial work. He told 
the board that he would 
have one of his employ-
ees from Velocerus come 
by and set everything 
up for them so that they 

would be up and running 

as quickly as possible.

Board treasurer Stacey 

Wood joined the meet-

ing by phone, where she 

reported that all of the 

1099’s that were due to 

be distributed to mem-

bers of the AVFD had 

been mailed out by their 

deadline. Wood also in-

formed the board that she 

had been in contact with 

two private groups about 

the needs for the AVFD, 

one of these groups being 

the Yarbrough Founda-

tion, which had donated 

one of the vehicles in the 

past according to AVFD 

Chief Andrew Pierce. 
Wood said, “The Yar-
brough Foundation is 
interested in helping out, 
but whatever they do-
nate won’t happen until 
the end of the year. The 
other private donor re-
quires a quarterly appli-
cation, and although we 
have missed the deadline 
for the fi rst quarter of this 
year, we can still apply 
for the second quarter. 
Both of these entities, 
but especially the second 
one donates and helps 
out community projects.”

Chairman Paul Loef-
fler reported that the 
quotes for the hose and 

hose washer that would 
be purchased with the 
updated grant as well as 
the purchase order had 
been obtained by Pierce. 
Pierce told the board he 
would be ordering these 
two pieces of equipment 
by the end of the week. 
Loeffler also told the 
board that he would be 
presenting a yearly re-
port to the commission-
er’s court as well as the 
city council. He would 
be presenting his report 
at the April 9 commis-
sioner’s court and rec-
ommending the reap-
pointment of both Albert 
Lujan and Stephanie El-

more to three-year terms 
on the board. A date for 
his presentation to the 
city council was still 
pending.

In other news, Pierce 
reported to the board the 
series of calls that the 
AVFD had responded to 
in January. He and Cap-
tain Zack Davis also ex-
plained to the board what 
their training schedule 
was looking like going 
forward and that they had 

two new volunteers show 
up who wanted to be a 
part of the department. 

Davis also went into 
more detail about the 
training schedule that 
he and Pierce had been 
working on. “I have 
set up a training sched-
ule through June so far, 
where we will be work-
ing on things such as 
building rescues, water 
training, vehicle res-
cues, and the training we 
worked on last month 
which was ladder opera-
tions training,” said Da-
vis.

In closing, Loeffler 
discussed some of the 
upcoming training op-
portunities such as the 
training being held in 
Terlingua the upcoming 
Sunday and Monday, 
February 25-26 as well 
as the Certified Emer-
gency Response training 
being held at the Alpine 
Fire Station that Friday 
through Sunday, Febru-
ary 23-25. 

As there was no need 
for an executive session, 
the board set the date for 
the next regular meeting 
before they adjourned. 
The next regular meeting 
is scheduled for March 
28 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
AVFD meeting room.

Emergency Services Board gets donation

The Alpine ISD Board 

of Trustees met last 

Wednesday night to dis-

cuss the Texas Academic 

Performance Report, ap-

prove numerous dona-

tions, and receive reports 

from Alpine ISD prin-

cipals and the athletic 

director. Absent from 

the meeting was Jimmy 

Morris.

After the call to order 
and standard opening 
procedures, the Ameri-
can Legion Big Bend 
Post 79 Auxiliary pre-
sented snack bags to the 
board in appreciation for 
all they do. Sara Herman 
spoke on behalf of the 
Auxiliary saying, “We 
perform work projects 
throughout the year in 
various aspects and this 
small presentation is to 
show our appreciation 

and is one of this year’s 
education projects.” Af-
ter the board thanked 
the Auxiliary, the next 
order of business was 
the discussion of the 
Texas Academic Perfor-
mance Report (TAPR.) 
In this report, Alpine 
ISD Superintendent Dr. 
Michelle Rinehart dis-
cussed with the board 
what had changed with 
the STAAR test and what 
these changes meant as 

far as Alpine students 
last year’s performances. 
Rinehart gave each of 
the board members an 
example of several of 
the questions that could 
be found on the STAAR 

Alpine football sees another change in UIL redistricting

The Alpine Emergency Services Board which oversees the Alpine Volunteer Fire Department, received 
a donation from Brewster County and the City of Alpine from the auction of surplus equipment. Pic-
tured are members of the board and AVF. From left are Aaron Rodriguez, Assistant Chief Charles 
Worden, Brewster County Judge Greg Henington, Albert Lujan, Paul Loeffl  er, Rusty Moore, Albert 
Benitez, Stephanie Elmore, Alpine City Manager Megan Antrim, Captain Zack Davis, Lieutenant 
James Etchison, and Chief Andrew Pierce.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

The American Legion Big Bend Post 79 Auxiliary presented snack care pack-
ages to the Alpine ISD Board of Trustees last Wednesday night as part of their 
education project. Pictured are Judy Stokes, Sara Herman, and Sara Bow.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

See AISD • 13

PUBLIC NOTICE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR

ROAD MATERIALS

RFP 2024-02-01

The City of Alpine is soliciting Request for Proposals for Road Materials. The 
complete Request for Proposal (RFP) may be viewed on the city website at 
www.cityofalpine.com/bids. 

should be clearly marked “SEALED RFP ROAD MATERIAL 2024-02-01 
– TO BE OPENED MARCH 4, 2024 AT 4:00 P.M.” and mailed or hand-

City of Alpine
City Secretary

th St

Questions regarding this project may be directed to the Director of Public 
. Any questions or 

concerns must be addressed in writing by the deadline to submit additional 

will be accepted after the deadline. The tentative award date for this project is 

PUBLIC NOTICE

SHORT TERM RENTAL WORKSHOP

MARCH 6, 2024 – 3:00 P.M.

The City of Alpine advises the public

that the City Council will hold a short

term rental workshop on Wednesday, 

March 6th at 3:00 p.m. The workshop 

will be in consideration of updating 

rules, regulations, and requirements 

for short term rentals operating in the

city. Board members, community 

members, and short term rental operators are invited to attend and 

provide feedback. Interested parties that may not attend in person 

may view the workshop virtually with the login details found at 

www.cityofalpine.com/meetinglogin. Questions may be directed to 

the Office of the City Secretary at city.secretary@cityofalpine.com

or by phone call to 432-837-3301, option 1. 

ddd

Your vacation starts here. Enjoy the escape of one of our many rentals.

Political ad paid for by Joe Portillo

ELECT

JOE PORTILLO

Brewster County 
Commissioner PCT3

Proven Leader

Former Alpine City Councilman

Currently on AISD School Board

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Talitha Altgelt

Amy Fields

Anderson Charitable Foundation

Anonymous

Printco

Melanie Christenson

David Hardy

Robert Burling in memory of Vivian Santry

www.cityofalpine.com/meetinglogin
www.sunshinehousealpine.com
www.cityofalpine.com/bids
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Although he may 
have passed through at 
some point, to the best 
of my knowledge John 
Caldwell Tidball never 
visited Texas.  However, 
he was one of those in-
dividuals somewhat lost 
to history, but a man who 
lived life to the fullest 
and had an impact on 
all of us. Tidball, from 
Ohio, graduated 11th in 
the 1848 class of West 
Point and was assigned 
as Second Lieutenant to 
the U.S. Artillery.

In 1853 Tidball was 
assigned to escort Lieu-
tenant Amiel Weeks 

Whipple’s Pacific Rail-
way Survey of the 35th 
Parallel through Indian 
country from Fort Defi -
ance, located in what is 
now eastern Arizona.  He 

remained with the survey 
through Navaho lands 
to the Colorado River, 
where the escort marched 
separately to San Diego.   
Besides his escort duties 
for the survey, Tidball, 
an accomplished art-
ist who studied art and 
drawing at West Point, 
provided at least three of 
the eleven widely distrib-
uted color illustrations 
printed in the final re-
port.  “Bivouac, January 
28” and “Camp Scene in 
the Mojave Valley of the 
Rio Colorado” are two of 

John Caldwell Tidball

Lisette McGuire, for-
merly of Marathon was 
found guilty last June 
in the murder of Alpine 
local Aquiles Gonzales 
and will face a new jury 
trial in Fort Stockton in 
hopes of being granted 
a reduced sentence. This 
new trial is scheduled to 
begin May 6, and will 
only affect the punish-
ment, as the guilty ver-
dict still stands.

According to Assistant 

District Attorney 
William Parham 
who prosecuted 
the murder case, 
the newly select-
ed jury will see 
the entirety of the 
case that was pre-
sented in the 394th 
District Court last 
year. 

“After the guilty ver-
dict was established last 
year when it was time for 
the punishment phase, 
Judge Ferguson did not 
believe that the defense 
for McGuire was eff ec-

tive, so he allowed 
for a second trial 
to determine pun-
ishment,” Parham 
said.

Parham told the 
Avalanche that the 
previous District 
Attorney Sandy 
Wilson had origi-

nally off ered McGuire a 
plea of 25 years, which 
she did not take, and that 
his offi  ce has off ered the 
same deal. 

McGuire and her new 
attorney had until last 
Friday to accept the 

plea, otherwise, they 
would continue to court 
in front of a new jury 
and the honorable Judge 
Robert Cadena in Fort 
Stockton.

“She (McGuire) is 
hoping that she can re-
duce her original sen-
tence by saying it was a 
murder of passion,” Par-
ham said.

Parham also added 
that the entirety of the 
trial that occurred in 
the 394th District Court 
will also occur in Fort 
Stockton. “The jury that 

we select in Fort Stock-
ton will see all the evi-
dence and almost all of 
the witnesses that deter-
mined McGuire’s guilt 
and punishment in the 
first trial. These new 
jurors don’t know any-
thing about the case, so 
it is up to my offi  ce to 
present them with this 
information so that they 
can decide on what her 
punishment will be,” 
Parham added.

According to Parham, 
McGuire’s initial sen-
tence was 39 years, and 

if she took the plea off er 
of 25, she would be eli-
gible after 12 and a half 
years to be released. 
“She’s gambling on re-
ceiving a lower sentence 
of 20 years maximum 
for a passion plea, which 
would make her eligible 
for release after serving 
10 years. My plan as the 
prosecution in this case, 
after presenting all of the 
evidence to the new jury 
is to seek life in prison, 
just as I did during the 
fi rst trial,” Parham con-
cluded.

McGuire to seek lesser sentence for murder conviction

Visitors to Big Bend 
National Park (BBNP) 
can expect to encounter 
delays if they are enter-
ing the park through the 
western entrance. Begin-
ning this past Monday, 
February 26, road crews 
began making emer-
gency repairs to the road 
at the western entrance 
that visitors access via 
Highway 118 near Study 
Butte and Terlingua.

Park offi  cials say that 
work will begin each 
morning at about 10 a.m. 
and will continue until 
approximately 6 p.m. 
each day until repairs 
are completed. Visitors 
are encouraged to arrive 
early and expect traffic 
delays of up to one hour 
as work crews repair a 
heavily eroded section of 
the road base.

The eastern entrance 

of the park at Persim-
mon Gap, 30 miles south 
of Marathon will remain 
fully open.

Park officials warn 
visitors to expect single-
lane traffi  c and ask that 
they follow all safety 
signage and procedures 
inside the road construc-
tion zone. Acting Super-
intendent Chad Tinney 
said, “Safety of our park 
visitors is our number 

one priority, and we are 
working diligently to 
address some concerns 
along the entrance road. I 
appreciate everyone’s pa-
tience while we work to 
repair the damaged road 
before the busy spring 
break period begins.”

BBNP will offer up-
dates via social media 
and their website of the 
construction timeline.

Lisette 
McGuire

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

USA Today hosts an 
annual 10Best Awards 
and thanks to many vot-
ers, the Museum of the 
Big Bend secured the top 
spot in the Best Small-
Town Museum category. 

The 10 Best Awards are 
highly coveted and rec-
ognize excellence in their 
many categories across 
the United States.

“We are incredibly 
honored and grateful to 
receive this recognition,” 
said Mary Bones, director 
of the Museum of the Big 
Bend. “We are so thank-
ful to those who took the 
time to vote and to encour-
age friends and family to 
vote. We are also thank-
ful for the hard work and 
dedication of our staff, 
volunteers, and supporters 
who have helped make the 
museum a vibrant hub of 
cultural enrichment.”

The museum’s com-
mitment to preserving the 
rich cultural heritage of 
the Big Bend by show-
casing its diverse history, 

art, and heritage, has es-
tablished the museum as 
a premier destination for 
both locals and visitors to 
the area. Its extensive col-
lection of Native Ameri-
can artifacts, pioneer 
memorabilia, maps, and 
contemporary art offers 
a look into the kaleido-

scope of life in far West 
Texas.

The museum offers a 
permanent collection of 
art and objects along with 
a diverse selection of tem-
porary exhibits through-
out the year. Along with 
these collections, the mu-
seum also offers educa-

tional programs and com-
munity events, such as 
lectures and workshops, 
guided tours, and hands-
on activities. For more 
information on hours of 
operation, current exhib-
its, and upcoming events, 
visit the website at mu-
seumofthebigbend.com. 

Museum of the Big Bend named 

Best Small-Town Museum

Museum of the Big Bend Emmett and Miriam McCoy Building

Courtesy photo

Traffi  c delays expected in Big Bend National Park

by larry francell

FIDDLER’S

GREEN

See FIDDLER’S • 13

Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

THE CHINATI FOUNDATION

To apply or request additional information, please call 
432 729 4362 EXT 225 or email education@chinati.org.

Enrollment is limited. Women and gender 
non-conforming individuals based in the 

tri-county area are strongly encouraged to 
apply by March 7.  Transportation to research 
sites will be provided from Marfa or Alpine.

Interested in learning about 
native grassland restoration?

April 1 – April 5, 2024

Participants earn $15.00 per hour.
6 – 8 hours daily

Gain hands-on experience in land 
conservation and native plant propagation 
while exploring pathways to professions in 
rangeland ecology and land management.

Chinati’s educational and public programming is generously supported by the Prentice Farrar & Alline Ford Brown Foundation, the Cowles Charitable Trust, the Carl B. & 
Florence E. King Foundation, the Warren Skaaren Charitable Trust, #startsmall, the Texas Commission on the Arts, and the Union Pacifi c Foundation. Chinati is also grateful 
to our members and the people of Marfa and Far West Texas for their generous support and in-kind contributions.

Project leaders include Jason Crosby, Sul 
Ross Borderlands Research Institute; 

Jim Martinez, Marfa-based landscape 
designer and soil scientist; Price Rumbelow 
and Jeff Bennett, Rio Grande Joint Venture.

God Bless America

www.catchlightartgallery.com
www.seumofthebigbend.com
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
www.bigbendartscouncil.org


 

While beef cattle 
operations are a 
staple across the 
state of Texas, beef 
cattle production 
is far and away the 
largest agricultural 
commodity found 
in the Big Bend re-
gion of Texas. The 
ranching industry 
can be challenging any-
where, however producing 
high-quality beef in the Chi-
huahuan Desert comes with 
a unique set of challenges, 
making area-specific pro-
grams a unique and valuable 
opportunity for local produc-
ers.

The annual Southwest 
Beef Symposium, hosted at 
New Mexico State Univer-
sity in Roswell, is a fl agship 
program to help modern-day 
beef cattle producers navi-
gate a rapidly changing in-
dustry, harsh weather condi-

tions, and a myriad 
of other factors 
in their efforts to 
provide consumers 
with high-quality 
beef products.

The educational 
program is a joint 
eff ort between Tex-
as A&M AgriLife 
Extension and the 

New Mexico State Univer-
sity Cooperative Extension 
Service. While the hosting 
agencies serve stakeholders 
in two different states, the 
issues addressed in the pro-
gram are universal for beef 
cattle producers across the 
region.

The program, which will 
be held March 7 and 8, fea-
tures a roster of presenters 
from Texas, New Mexico, 
Nevada, Oklahoma, and Ne-
braska. The presentations 
included in the program 
will cover topics including 

market outlook, changes in 
industry standards, mortal-
ity factors, genomic testing, 
cow effi  ciency, toxicity con-
cerns, range management, 
as well as pertinent research 
updates. The topics covered 
during the Southwest Beef 
Symposium will provide 
producers with relevant in-
formation and resources that 
will aid them in their eff ort 
to maintain conservation-
based approaches to beef 
production. 

While the slate of speak-
ers will cover a wide array 
of topics, certain topics have 
significant importance re-
gionally. Dr. Bruce Carpen-
ter, Ph.D. professor in the 
Texas A&M Department of 
Animal Science and AgriL-
ife Extension livestock spe-
cialist, Fort Stockton, will be 
discussing the details of cow 
size and how diff erences in 
cow size directly correlate 

with production effi  ciency in 
desert beef cattle operations. 
While this topic finds rel-
evancy across the state, it re-
quires special consideration 
when managing cow-calf 
operations in the arid con-
ditions of the desert south-
west. Maximizing effi  ciency 
in all aspects of the produc-
tion cycle is paramount to 
producers as they continue 
to emphasize resource man-
agement.

The cost of the two-day 
program is $85 before March 
2 or $100 at the door. Any-
one interested in registering 
for the event may visit the 
event’s website https://tx.ag/
SWBeefSymposium. 

For more information, 
please contact your local 
Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension office at 432-837-
6207 or by email at luke.
hendryx@ag.tamu.edu. 
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHICH POLITICAL OFFICE 

BEING VOTED ON IN THE 

MARCH PRIMARY IS THE 

MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU?

RESULTS

DISTRICT JUDGE

75% 

SHERIFF

4% 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

2% 

SENATORS

3% 

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

1% 

PRESIDENT

16% 

Total votes: 174

Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.

STAFF

J.T. Maroney

Publisher

jt.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

Kara Gerbert

Managing Editor

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

Joh Covington

Staff  Writer

joh.covington@alpineavalanche.com

Shelley Maroney

Offi  ce Manager

shelley.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

432-837-3334

www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Facebook: Alpine Avalanche

ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is 

published every Thursday morning at 

704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. 

Periodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-

pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff 

Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per 

year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the 

character, standing or reputation of 

any person, firm or corporation will 

be corrected when such occurs in this 

newspaper and is brought to the pub-

lisher’s attention.

Which political office 

being voted on in the 

March primary is the most 

important to you?

-President

-Senators

-Members of the House

  of Representatives

-District Judge

-District Attorney

-Sheriff

Southwest beef symposium slated for New Mexico

“The more things change, 
the more they stay the 
same.”

— Well-used term, 
credited to French critic 
Jean-Baptiste Alphonse 

Karr (1808 - 1890)

Taking stock of what has 
silently disappeared over 
time, I thought about neigh-
borhood grocery stores last 
week. How they’ve all but 
disappeared from the Ameri-
can way of life.

“Run over to Raney’s,” 
Mom often directed me with 
a list of two or three things. 
“I need this to have supper 
ready when your Daddy gets 
home at fi ve.”

And in a fl ash, I was ped-
dling my bicycle through 
the neighborhoods. From 
our house on Redbud Lane 
to Raney’s Grocery Store. A 
few blocks away on South 
Jeff erson. 

“Hello, Leon,” Mr. Raney 
said from his stool, where he 
often sat at the cash register 
just inside the door. “Your 
mother needs some things 
for supper?”

“Yes sir,” I said, placing 
the items on the counter. 

“Charge ‘it today,” he 
asked, reaching for the ac-
count book with Aldridge 
hand-written on the cover.

“Yes sir … please.”
Everything was placed 

carefully in my bicycle bas-
ket; I was soon headed home. 
And I aimed to make it back 
without a torn bread wrapper 
or a leaking milk carton. 

Mom never had eggs on 
her list for me, with good 
reason.

The white frame 
building bearing the 
Raney’s Grocery 
sign sat at the top 
of the hill on South 
Jefferson, at Hol-
land Street. Today, 
a modern conve-
nience store sits in 
the exact location. 
A far cry from the 
once commonplace neigh-
borhood grocery store. 

Raney’s had gas pumps, 
unlike many neighborhood 
groceries of the day. In fact, 
it resembled a gas station 
where a grocery store was 
added after the fact. Even 
had a door separating the 
two.

Following the years of bi-
cycle trips to Raney’s, I left 
and went off  to college. Fol-
lowed with a headfi rst dive 
into the working world. Dur-
ing a visit home, I noticed 
Raney’s was gone one day. 
Replaced by a new business 
in a new building. 

I don’t recall if he was the 
fi rst to follow Raney’s, but 
the newer proprietor I re-
member the most was Rob-
ert Dunavant. Because he 
followed the same “greet the 
customer by name” business 
model practiced by his pre-
decessors.

Fast forward a few more 
years into the age of com-
puters. The day a message 
from long-time friend and 
one-time business partner 
Albert Thompson hit my in-
box. “An old associate and 
friend from Mount Pleasant 
passed away this week in 
Ripley, Mississippi,” it read. 
“Robert Dunavant.”

Albert related 
how Robert came 
to Ripley from 
Mount Pleasant 
in the 80s to pur-
chase his, and the 
community’s, fi rst 
Mcdonald’s restau-
rant. “Robert was 
one good person, 
as hard of a worker 

as I ever shook hands with,” 
He concluded in his native 
Alabama, country boy terms.

“We ran a picture of him 
mowing the grass at Mc-
Donalds as he was wearing 
his necktie. In reading his 
obit,” Albert added, “I see 
he is going back to Pitts-
burg, Texas, for a graveside 
on Saturday. 

“We always talked about 
Mt. Pleasant, as I knew you 
were from there,” Albert 
said. “Robert owned and 
sold a convenience store 
there if I remember right. He 
always wanted a McDon-
alds. He had the opportunity 
to purchase other franchises 
but chose to be hands-on 
with the one. He worked un-
til three weeks ago.

“Something tells me ya’ll 
likely passed ways one way 
or the other,” the message 
concluded. “A great guy.”

Robert Dunavant and I, in 
fact, did “pass ways” to bor-
row Albert’s axiom. Where 
our family and many others 
on the south side of Mount 
Pleasant frequented Raney’s 
neighborhood grocery store, 
they continued to stop at Du-
navant’s.

Mount Pleasant had more 
than one neighborhood 
grocery, but growing up 

on the south side of town, 
Raney’s is the one I remem-
ber. Neighborhood grocer-
ies were just a few blocks 
away, and always had that 
quick loaf of bread or gallon 
of milk needed right at sup-
pertime.

Also, the go-to place for a 
kid looking for a candy bar 
or cold drink on a summer 
afternoon. Or needing air in 
a bicycle tire. 

For my grandparents in 
Pittsburg, it was Unger’s 
Grocery Store on Mount 
Pleasant Street. In Center, 
I’ve been told, it was places 
like Pete and Mattie Del-
linger’s neighborhood gro-
cery on Shelbyville Street. 

Every community had 
them.

As South Jefferson grew 
from a sleepy two-lane street 
into a busy four-lane thor-
oughfare, I remember Rob-
ert as the friendly and outgo-
ing guy Albert described as 
“hands-on” at the McDon-
ald’s in Ripley. Always there 
and always the one behind 
the counter.

My father probably knew 
him better than I did. When 
coming home to visit, a trip 
to Dunavant’s for something 
with my father was a given. 

“I need to run over to Du-
navant’s,” Dad would say. 
“Want to go with me?”

“Sure,” I always said. Fig-
ured it was most likely for 
something Mom needed to 
get supper on the table. 

Because, despite change as 
a constant in the world, even 
then, some things just never 
changed.  

The passing of neighborhood stores

2024

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

LUKE HENDRYX
AgriLife Extension Agent

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

Joseph Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

202-456-1111

Tony Gonzales

United States House 

of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

202-225-4511

John Cornyn

United States Senate

517 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4305

202-224-2934

Ted Cruz

United States Senate

185 Dirksen Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4306

202-224-5922

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Send your community events to 
kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.
com

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 1 Fish Fry, Knights of 
Columbus at Our Lady of Peace 
parish hall.

March 1 Andy Warhol Re-
ception, 5 p.m. Museum of the 
Big Bend.

March 1 R3 Recycled Art 
Reception, 5 p.m. Gallery on 
the Square.

March 8 Sul Ross Spring 
Jackpot at SALE arena, be-
ginning at 5 p.m. Barrel racing, 
breakaway roping, and team 
roping of one-head rodeo run. 
All timed events will use a rope 
barrier, NIRA rules in all events 
except youth breakaway will use 
junior high rules. All entry fees 
are cash only.

March 9 Desert Mindful-
ness Walks and Talks, 2 p.m. 
at Davis Mountains State Park. 
Contact the park for registration.

March 11 Free Health Clin-
ic- Terlingua, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
at the Big Bend Church 100 Hwy 
118. No insurance or documents 
required. No appointment or re-

ferral required.
March 12 Free Health Clin-

ic-Sanderson, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
St. James Hall 209 E. Hackberry 
St. No insurance or documents 
required. No appointment or re-
ferral needed.

March 13 Free Health Clin-
ic-Marathon, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Marathon Clinic 100 SW First 
Street. No insurance or docu-
ments required. No appointment 
or referral needed.

March 16 Desert Mindful-
ness Walks and Talks, 2 p.m. 
at Davis Mountains State Park. 
Contact the park for registration.

March 22 Fish Fry, 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. Leadership Big Bend 

and the American Legion Big 
Bend Post 79 fundraiser for Casa 
Hogar Orphanage and Escuela 
Secundaria Adolfo Ruiz Cort-
ines. Plates include fried catfi sh, 
French fries, hush puppies, cole 
slaw, and a glass of ice tea for 
$15 each.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 
E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules are 
available on the front door. For 
more information, call 915-562-
4081 or aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting,
noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-
ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second 
Monday each month, Legion 
Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner 
provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine 
City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at 101 W. Ave E. Weekly running 
club to walk/run 1-3 miles. Meet 
at the Amigo garage and fi nish 
at Amigo. Call 432-837-4012 for 

more information.
Big Bend Amateur Radio 

Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 
Tuesday each month, Frontier 
Masonic Lodge #766, 2300 High-
way 118 North.

Big Bend Community Cho-
rale rehearsals, on Monday 
evenings at 6 p.m. in the Sul Ross 
Fine Arts Building, Room 200. 
All are welcome, but first con-
tact Andrew Alegria at Andrew.
alegria@sulross.edu, call 432-
837-8216, or visit bbcchorale.
wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Celebrate Recovery,  at 
Big Bend Cowboy Church on 
Thursday evenings from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. For more information 
contact CW at 432-386-3628 or 
Stacey at 432-386-2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at Al-
pine Public Library by appoint-
ment only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-
837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Pub-
lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 

432-837-2621 to make an ap-
pointment.  

Exercise Classes, at Sunshine 
House, 402 E. Holland Ave. Tues-
days-yoga and balance, Thurs-
days-strength and conditioning. 
10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Free to all. 
Contact Cindy at 512-423-2409 
for more details.

GED tutoring, at Alpine Pub-
lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 
432-837-2621 to make an ap-
pointment.  

Hike with Homeless Dogs,
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. every Thurs-
day at Davis Mountains State 
Park in collaboration with Grand 
Companions. For more informa-
tion contact Charlie Ewing at 
432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine,
noon, Wednesdays at the Sul 
Ross University Center, room 210   

 Late Night Game Night, 9 
p.m. to 11 p.m. every Thursday 
night at Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

Our Pet of the week is 
Milo. Milo is a seven-
year-old Rottweiler mix 
who loves to be the cen-
ter of attention. Milo is 
alert and attentive, mak-
ing him a great candidate 
for a guard dog. He will 
take any opportunity to 
go for walks or a quick 
outing for a change of 
scenery. If Milo sounds 
like the guy for you, 
come say hello at the Al-
pine Animal Shelter. You 
can support the Alpine 
Humane Society by visit-
ing our See’s online can-
dy store, attending one 
of our monthly Happy 
Hours, shopping and do-
nating at our Thrift Store, 
fostering, volunteering, 
and donating online. Call 
432-837-2532. 

Pet promotions are 

courtesy of the Alpine 
Humane Society. Alpine 
Animal Services handles 
pet adoptions at the city 
shelter, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 2 to 6 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday at 
2900 E. Old Marathon 
Highway. For informa-
tion about shelter pet 
adoptions, cremation 
services, or lost/found 
pets, call the Shelter at 
432-837-9030. The Al-
pine Humane Society 
Thrift Store and Cattery 
is at 706 N. 5th Street in 
Alpine, open 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. The Pet Pantry 
is at 600 N. 5th Street. 
The AHS Helpline is 
432-837-2532. 

To view adoptable 
pets, visit PetFinder.com 
or www.alpinehumane-

society.org, and check 

us out on Facebook and 

Instagram.

PET OF THE WEEK

What are some 
of your favorite 

books?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Robert Flanders:
Mysteries. 

Dorothy Sayers 
and C.J. Box to 

name a couple of 
authors.

Cathrine 
Crumpton: An 
Immense World 
by Ed Yong has 
been a recent 

favorite.

Roland Teague:
Westerns by 

Louis L’amour.

Dottie Harding:
Like Water for 
Chocolate by 

Laura Esquivel 
and A Single 

Shard by Linda 
Sue Park are two 

that come to 
mind.

L

L

L

Marie Burnett:
Historical fi ction. 

I recently read 
Manhattan 

Beach by Jennifer 
Egan and Cold 
Mountain by 

Charles Frazier 
and they were 

both very good.

L
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Alpine Elementary School principal Mr. Wubbena and AES counselor Mrs. 
Hendryx work with fourth graders in a specialized mini class that focuses on 
their writing skills as part of the preparation for the STAAR test. 

Courtesy photo

Above and beyond at AES

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

Bill Parham

District Judge 

Bill Parham
for

District Judge 

Elect a full-time Judge with

Experience and Impartiality 

May I have your vote for 394th District Judge?

Early voting: February 20 through March 1

Election day: March 5

Email: billparhamfordistrictjudge@gmail.com

Facebook: Bill Parham for District Judge

VOTE EARLY   VOTE REPUBLICAN

 33 Years experience in criminal law, family law, 

guardianship law, and family law

 Currently- First Assistant District Attorney for 394th 

District Court in Brewster, Presidio and Jeff Davis 

Counties

 I will ensure a fair and just court where all litigants and 

defendants are treated the same and with respect.

 I am a full time prosecutor and I would like to be your 

full time District Judge.

Political ad paid for by Bill Parham Campaign Fund

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

www.petfinder.com
www.aa-intergroup.org
www.society.org
www.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.mmoftexas.com
www.alpineretirementhomes.com


 

Dear Neil: Correct me if 

I’m wrong, but I’m assum-

ing the lush green lawns 

around town are rescue 

grass. If so, how does it 

perpetuate itself from one 

year to the next? I’ve never 

seen it produce seedheads, 

yet it does die out as sum-

mer arrives.

It could be rescue grass, but 
its seedheads are very obvi-
ous unless the grass is being 
mowed every three or four 
days. I seriously doubt that 
you would be seeing entire 
lawns of rescue grass. It’s too 
coarse. Most people would 
be applying a pre-emergent 
herbicide between August 25 
and September 5 to prevent 
its germination. Of course, 
it could also be annual blue-
grass (Poa annua). I wouldn’t 
describe it as “lush,” and it’s 
usually not dark green. It cer-
tainly does produce quantities 
of small, fi ne-textured seed-
heads in April. 

Are you certain you’re 
not seeing ryegrass? It fi ts 
your descriptions perfectly 
and it rarely produces seed-
heads when maintained in 
a home lawn. I’ll bet that’s 
what you’re seeing because 
commercial landscapers use 
it abundantly for the great 

looks it brings to dormant 
winter turf.

Dear Neil: Should I evict 

the squirrel who lives in 

the hole in my golden rain-

tree’s trunk? There is some 

rotting on the cut stump. 

Should it be fi lled with con-

crete, or is there a better 

way to repair it?

You’re going to have to 
hope that the tree can heal 
across the decaying area. It 
looks like the cut may have 
been made too close to the 
trunk, meaning into the 
branch collar. That opened 
a larger wound than neces-
sary and took away much 
of the tree’s ability to form 
a symmetrical roll of new 
bark around the wound. You 

can see the roll from about 
the one o’clock position of 
the wound around to about 
seven o’clock, but even then, 
it’s not continuous. I fear that 
there is substantial decay 
within the trunk itself. 

Relative to the concrete: 
everyone wants to fi ll holes 
like this, but the truth is that 
the concrete adds no strength 
to the void. It merely seals 
off  access to air so that any 
moisture and decay can con-
tinue to accumulate around it. 
Trained and certifi ed arbor-
ists almost always recom-
mend leaving the tree alone 
to heal on its own. If it is un-
able to do so, adding 
concrete wouldn’t 
have helped it.

Dear Neil: I have 
battled gummo-
sis on my peaches 
for years. It’s been 
four years since I 
had a good peach. 
My grandfather 
painted over these 
cracks. Relative to 
the last photo with 
the most damage: 
should I remove the 
limb?

Unfortunately, 
your photos failed 
to attach. For those 

less familiar, “gummosis” 
refers to a heavy oozing of 
sap from limbs and the trunk 
of peaches, plums, and other 
stone fruit trees. It can be 
caused by insect damage, in-
fection of a fungus, herbicide 
injury, mechanical damage, 
or other challenges to the 
tree. It usually attacks weak-
ened trees and often causes 
loss of branches or entire 
trees. You can often identify 
whether the original cause 
was insect-related by look-
ing beneath the sap. If you 
see small fragments of wood 
that have been chewed by the 
insects, that would be your 

clue. If the sap is clear of 

those chips, the cause is prob-

ably fungal. Unfortunately, 

once you have the gummy 

ooze it’s almost impossible 

to turn things around. That’s 

about the best I can do with-

out photos. Hope it helps.

Dear Neil: I have really 

enjoyed my oak leaf hy-

drangea for several years. 

However, the cold this year 

has done severe damage to 

it. Several of the large stems 

appear to be dead. Should I 

cut it to the ground and let 

it resprout from its base?

Oh, no! Oak leaf hydran-

geas are completely winter-

hardy to any cold in your 

part of Texas. Granted, they 

lose all their leaves, but cold 

should never cause them to 

die back. I have about 20 of 

them, and I usually trim mine 

back by 12 to 18 inches each 

winter. Pruning encourages a 

burst of new growth in spring 

for a better bloom soon after.

Have a question you’d like 

Neil to consider? E-mail him 

at mailbag@sperrygardens.

com. Neil regrets that he 

cannot reply to questions in-

dividually.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “jumpy as

      _  ___ on ice”

  5  Saturday is a

      cowboy’s ____ day

  6  TX Mildred ____

      “Babe” Didrikson

  7  Austin band: “Asleep

      __ the Wheel”

  8  Texas fi re ___

  9  inner Fort Worth

      suburb: ______ City

15  director Preminger

16  TXism: “grabbin’ 

      at straws”

19  detests

21  “copying” company

22  “Wreck it Ralph”

      song: “When ___  _

      ___ You Again?”

27  party-giver

28  “____  __ on” (tell

      somebody else)

29  Austin’s “TreeFolks”

      encourage people

      to _____  _ tree

30  TXism: “she could

      sell ice cubes to

      _______”

32  noted TCU coach:

      _  _ “Dutch” Meyer

33  “let _______  __

      bygones”

36  TXism: “ain’t ___

      _ lick of sense”

37  this agcy. adminis-

      ters soc. security

38  TXism: “____  __  _

      bill of goods” (lied)

39  biblical shouts of

      praise

41  golf peg

42  TXism: “short as __

      ____ eyebrow”  

  1  “Honest ___” Lincoln

  2  this Farley founded

      Boys Ranch in

      Oldham County

  3  city in Texas and

      Georgia

  4  TXism: “you can

      take ____  __  ___ 

      ____” (certain)

  8  foot digit (2 wds.)

  9  TXism: “___ 

      _______  ____ bark

      on a tree” (frugal)

10  TXism: “honest __

      the day is long”

11  3rd largest political

      party in U.S. (abbr.)

45  clean and tidy

46  Texas legendary “no

      hitter” pitcher (init.)

47  TXism: “____-walking

      drunk”

48  maker of caulks and

      sealants

49  he is _  ______ to his

      state (a fi ne Texan)

52  Del Rio FM station

53  ___ Colony, Texas

      in Denton County

54  this Desmond

      played with the

      Texas Rangers

      in 2016 playoffs

55  TX Perot’s 1st naval

      offi cer rank (abbr.)
12  university before it

      was Texas A&M-

      Kingsville (4 wds.)

13  antimony ____ are

      processed at a 

      smelter in El Paso

14  TX Tommy Lee

      Jones 1978 fi lm:

      “Eyes of Laura ____”

15  Galveston has the

      “International

      ________ Festival”

16  offi ce furniture

17  works hard to do

      something (2 wds.)

18  locals hired to be in

      a crowd in a fi lm

20  TXism: “useless as

      panty____ to a pig”  

22  Texas singer of “Is

      Anybody Goin’ to

      San Antone” (init.)

23  fi rst Texan moon-

      walker, Bean (init.)

24  “no” votes

25  gold brick, e.g.

26  rustled cattle, e.g.

28  ____ and pans

31  cow sounds

34  “Hook ‘__ Horns!”

35  on the Gulf: “___

      Rim State Park”

37  TXism: “He’s still

      got some ____ in

      his garters” (able)

40  “____ as a pin”

43  on banks of the Rio

      Grande: “Santa

      ___ National 

      Wildlife Refuge”

44  a bolo to a cowboy

50  this Tom pitched

      for the Astros in the

      1993-94 season

51  soft drink created

      in Waco: __ Pepper

P-1678
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Last Puzzle

 Solution

S-1677

      S A  B A
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      E R O S
      D E N T O N C O O L E Y
      A W E  L E A R N E D A N D
      D S  G N A T  R E I M E R
 P R A Y E D  A L E T  H I K E  W E
 R I D E A L L D A Y  D O C S  B R A
  M I S R E A D S  T U N E  F R O M
   M E S O M E S L A C K  D R I P S
    S O U  D E A L T  R I O D E
     N T   S U L  C E A S E
          R I C H E S T
          A N A I L
           T N T
           H O A
           E E L       
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Rescue grass
Courtesy photo

Rescue grass off ers obvious seed heads for identifi cation

February 
16, 1995

A CBS 
min i - s e -
ries has 
been fi lm-
ing south 
of Marfa. 
The se-
ries called 
Streets of 
Laredo, is 
a sequel to 
Larry Mc-
Murtry’s 
Lonesome 
Dove.

February 16, 
1995

E m p l o y e e s 
of Big Bend 
Saddlery are 
preparing for 
the upcoming 
Trappings ex-
hibit. Pictured 
here are Dow 
Mathis, Shan-
non Morrow, 
Leland Hensley, 
Della Hensley, 
Wes Mastic, 
Gary Dunshee, 
and Bret Collier.

February 16, 1995
The Lady Bucks 
players Mari Cer-
vantes, Hillary 
Sleeper, Amy Rob-
erts, Elena Pearce, 
Dioni Urguidez, 
Jennifer Martin, 
Zerelda Gallego, 
Celia Garcia, Erica 
Reyes, and Monica 
Ybarra are pictured 
here with their 
coach Lara Gaydon. 
The Alpine team is 
playing Greenwood 
this weekend.

February 16, 1995
The Spanish Club 
folkloric dancers 
from the Alpine Ju-
nior High School 
will be perform-
ing during the Pan 
American Student 
Association Con-
vention in San Anto-
nio on April 1. This 
opportunity comes 
at the heels of their 
recent competition 
win as one of the 
top fi ve groups out 
of the 35 entered.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

www.morrisonhardware.com
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 Sports

The Alpine Lady Bucks 
track and fi eld team trav-
eled to Fort Stockton last 
week for the Comanche 
Relays. Despite the unsea-
sonably warm February 
temperatures, the girls held 
up well according to their 
head coach Cory Cason.

Overall, the varsity team 
placed second at the meet 
just behind the Monahans 
team. Just like last year, 
Valeria Crespo and Danica 
Mulholland dominated 
their events, earning fi rst 
and second in the 100m, 
while Novah Carrasco 
placed second in the 200m.

The 400m runners Emy 
Hernandez, Collette Fowl-
kes, and Ali Maroney took 
second, third, and sixth 
place respectively. Along 

with Hope Dominguez, 
this group also took the sil-
ver medal in the 4x400m 
relay.

In the 4x100m and 
4x200m relays, Mia Mor-
ris, Mulholland, Crespo, 
and Novah earned a silver 
medal in both relays, and 

Hernandez earned a fourth-
place fi nish in the 800m for 
her first meet of the sea-
son. Hurdlers Mia won the 
300m, while Naida Morris 
placed fourth in the 100m.

The JV team placed third 
overall in Division II with 
only six girls on the team. 

Their 4x100m relay team 
of Kylie Maroney, Sophie 
Janis, Nevaeh Carrasco, 
and Ailea Fierro earned the 
gold medal, beating out 
all the other larger schools 
they competed against. 
Janis placed second in 
the 100m while Carrasco 

placed second in the 400m, 
with Kylie earning a fourth 
and fi fth place spot in the 
100 and 200m.

“Our distance runners 
ran strong and just keep 
improving their times each 
week,” said Cason.

Molly Garrett would 
take the gold in both the 
3200m and the 1600m in 
Division II, while Hope 
Dominguez placed second 
in Division I with a time of 
5:55.

In the field events, Fi-
erro earned fourth place in 
both the shot put and dis-
cus, and Kylie and Nevaeh 
both had personal records 
in the long and triple jumps 
on top of earning fi rst and 
second place respectively. 
Kylie’s long jump was 14’-
10” and Nevaeh’s triple 
jump was 31-00.75.

“This week we have our 

Alpine Buck Relays in 
conjunction with Alpine 
Middle School beginning 
at 4 p.m. today with our 
varsity meet kicking off  at 
9 a.m. on Saturday. Unfor-
tunately, some of our varsi-
ty runners will be missing, 
due to other events so our 
JV girls will work to step 
into some of those roles. 
Both of the Morris girls 
along with Dominguez and 
Sierra Ruckman qualifi ed 
for the regional powerlift-
ing meet, while Hernandez 
and Trinity Vega will be on 
the softball field. This is 
just one of those situations 
we face in the spring with 
other sporting events wrap-
ping up,” said Cason.

Next up for the Alpine 
Lady Bucks track and fi eld 
team is a trip to Monahans 
on March 8 for the Sand-
hills Relays.

Lady Bucks making strides in track and fi eld

Alpine Lady Bucks track and fi eld team.

Courtesy photo

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The Alpine Fightin’ 
Bucks fought their way up 
to the Area challenge last 
week, after defeating the 
Denver City Mustangs in 
Bi-District play on February 
20. The Bucks then traveled 
to Roscoe to meet the Cana-
dian Wildcats on February 
23 for the Area playoff  title.

Aaron Hardwick, head 
basketball coach for the 
Bucks, said, “Looking back, 
I am extremely proud of 
how the 23-24 Fightin’ Buck 
basketball team represented 
themselves. They were com-
mitted to bringing the district 
championship back to Al-
pine and went undefeated at 
home. They battled through 
all types of adversity, and 
I am extremely proud of 
them. Job well done.”

The Bucks had quite a 
few accomplishments to 
boast about this year. Hard-
wick was nominated for 
co-coach of the year, player 
Jace Canaba was named Co-
MVP, and Ferris Daley was 
given newcomer of the year. 
Evren Martinez and Dae-
drick Hardwick were fi rst-
team all-district while JJ Vic-
torino, Santi Alvidrez, and 
Zane Wash were recognized 
as second-team all-district. 
An honorable mention was 
reserved for players Guill-
ermo Busey, Davian Fierro, 
and Alec Ramos.

The Bucks had a 25-8 

overall record this season 
with 11-1 in district play. 
Undefeated at home, the 
Alpine team was Co-Dis-
trict champions, Bi-District 
champions, and Area fi nal-
ists.

To reach the Area level of 
the UIL championship, the 
Bucks faced the Denver City 
Mustangs at Buena Vista 
High School. The two teams 
were well matched and there 
were several turnovers dur-
ing the game. 

Alpine took the lead in 
the fi rst quarter by six points 
over the Mustangs, ending 
the quarter 16-10. 

The Bucks would further 
advance their lead on the 
scoreboard in the second 
quarter, with fi eld goals and 
free throws from Hardwick 
and Canaba as well as a few 
three-pointers from both of 
them and Martinez. Before 

halftime, the Bucks were 
ahead by 14 points 38-24.

It was the Mustang’s ball 
at the top of the third quar-
ter and they gained some 
ground but with more three-
point goals from Canaba 
and Martinez and two-point 
shots from Wash and Hard-
wick, the quarter ended with 
the Bucks maintaining their 
lead 52-40.

The Fightin’ Buck’s win 
was punctuated in the fourth 
quarter, with free-throw 
scores from Busey, Alvidrez, 
Martinez, and Hardwick 
with a two-point score from 
a shot made by Canaba. The 
game ended with a 62-48 
win for the Bucks, leading 
them to the next stage of the 
championship, an area chal-
lenge against the Wildcats of 
Canadian.

Before reaching Area, 
the Wildcats defeated the 
Slaton Tigers 72-46 in 
their Bi-District game.

The Bucks made head-
way in each quarter of the 
game against the Wildcats, 
however, there was very 
little room for turnover 
against the scrappy off ense 
of the panhandle team. The 
Wildcats took a fi ve-point 
lead in the first quarter 
20-15, ended the second 
quarter 33-22, 54-34 in 
the third, and took the win 
with a fi nal score of 73-43.

With their win against 
Alpine, the Wildcats go 
on to face the Shallowater 
Mustangs for the regional 
quarter-fi nal.

As the season ended, the 
Alpine Fightin’Bucks bas-
ketball program had to say 
farewell to several of their 
senior players. 

“Saying goodbye is 
never easy, but this senior 
class has been truly spe-
cial. I wish Evren, Jace, 
JJ, Guillermo, and Santi 
all the best and thank them 
for making this season so 
memorable,” said coach 
Hardwick.

The coach also extended 
thanks to the Alpine Ava-
lanche and Ryan Weyl at 
Big Bend Radio for cov-
ering the season, as well 
as a special thanks to the 
supportive administration, 
parents, and fans.

The Alpine powerlift-
ing team has completed 
their regional qualifying 
meets and many of the 
Lady Bucks are heading 
to regionals because of 
their impressive perfor-
mance.

The girls’ fi nal qualify-
ing meet was on Febru-
ary 15 in Wink. Sierra 
Ruckman, Naida and Mia 
Morris, Kody Hawkins, 
Kaylee and Enyssa Fi-
erro, Hope Dominguez, 
Roxell Adams, Ayleen 
Adame, Madalyn War-
ren, Hannah Vidal, Shan-
na Tamale, and Vianney 
Santos became regional 
qualifi ers at this meet. 

Before the qualifying 
challenge, head powerlift-
ing coach, Jerry Domin-
guez, had a good sense of 
the team’s abilities as the 
Alpine girls competed in 
Kermit on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 10, before the re-
gional qualifi er, and were 
named third overall as a 
team.

Several of the Al-
pine members placed 
impressively in their 
weight classes. Enyssa 
Fierro placed fi rst in the 
148-weight class and Vi-
anney Santos was fi fth.

In the 165-weight 
class, Madalyn Warren 
placed fi rst with Roxell 
Adams in fourth place. 
And in the 123-weight 
class, Hope Dominguez 
placed third and Kaylee 
Fierro placed fi fth.

Mia Morris placed 
second in the 97-weight 
class, Naida Morris 
placed third in 105, and 
Trinity Vega placed elev-
enth in 132 while Shanna 
Tamale was eighth in 165.

Hannah Vidal and 
Ayleen Adame had a 
great showing as well.

Some of the competi-
tors were given recogni-
tion for outstanding per-
formance. Enyssa Fierro 
was named for outstand-
ing bench press in her 
weight class and Madalyn 
Warren for outstanding 
deadlift.

Last season, Madalyn 
Warren, Enyssa Fierro, 
and Kody Hawkins, all 
qualified for state and 
have returned in a good 
position for regionals. 
According to Dominguez, 
many others were also in 
a good position to qualify.

The regional meet for 
the girls will be on March 
2 with the state competi-
tion following soon after, 
on March 13.

Bi-district champs end season in areaLady Buck powerlifters 

qualify for regionals

The Alpine Fightin’ Bucks and Coach Aaron 
Hardwick celebrate their bi-district win against 
the Denver City Mustangs. 

Photo by Annika Canaba

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

Bucks sluggers 1-2 

in tournament play

After last week’s loss 
to the Pecos Eagles, the 
Alpine Bucks baseball 
team hit the road last 
Thursday for a tourna-
ment in Fort Stockton. 
The Bucks would end 
up taking a win on 
Thursday against Big 
Lake but would fall 
in their second game 
against Monahans and 
again to Midland Clas-
sical Academy on Fri-
day.

In their win against 
Big Lake, the Owls put 
up two of their three 
runs in the top of the 
first with Derek Rojo 
on the mound for the 
Bucks. In the bottom of 

the first, the Big Lake 
pitcher walked the fi rst 
man at bat, Iden Lu-
jan. Lujan would be 
followed by David Va-
lenzuela, who swung 
and missed on the fi rst 
pitch, while Lujan stole 
second base. Valenzuela 
would take a ball and a 
second strike in his at-
bat before a line-drive 
double to third allowed 
Lujan to score.

AJ Llanez would take 
the plate next with a sin-
gle up the line to third 
allowing Valenzuela’s 
advance to third base. 
Strikeouts by Rojo and 
Josh Solis would fol-
low, but Solis’ at-plate 

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

See BASEBALL • 9

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Brought to you by

ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 North Highway 118

432-837-2518

GAS • DIESEL • PROPANE
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SOLANUS PRIETOSOLANUS PRIETO
Solanus played in his first tournament of the season on 

Friday, February 23 in Fort Stockton. He fell to the #2 boy’s 
singles from Tornillo High School in the second round of the 
third place bracket. Solanus shows improvement each day 

and strives to get better point by point. 
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The Alpine Bucks had a pre-game meeting with 
their coach Adam Llanez before they began tour-
nament play last week in Fort Stockton. 

Courtesy photo

The Lady Bucks trav-
eled to College Station 
this past weekend to par-
ticipate in the Texas Lead 
Off  Classic Tournament. 
In this first tournament 
of the season, the Lady 
Bucks defeated the 6A 
team from Round Rock 
Westwood and the 4A 
from Devine, losing in 
very competitive games 
to 6A Waller, 4A Rob-
inson, 5A Canutillo, and 
5A Clearlake. 

The Lady Bucks com-
peted against high-qual-
ity players ranging from 
6A to 4A and with some 
of the highest-ranked 
teams in Texas. The Lady 
Bucks ended the tourna-
ment 2-4.

Before the tourna-
ment, head softball coach 
Christopher Virdell said, 
“This tournament is a 
big deal for the girls. It 
is one of the best tourna-
ments in the state, and to 
have the opportunity to 
not only be invited but 
to compete with some of 
the best teams in the state 
is a privilege.”

Day one of the tour-
nament saw the Lady 
Bucks fall to the Waller 
Bulldogs 10-0 and to the 
Robinson Rockets 3-0. 
On day two, Alpine pre-
vailed over their Round 
Rock Westwood hosts 
5-4, but would fall to the 
Canutillo Eagles 9-6.

On the final day, the 
Clear Lake Falcons de-
feated Alpine 10-0, but 
the Lady Bucks ended 
the tournament with a 
win against the Devine 
Warhorses 5-1.

“The girls are working 
hard every chance they 
get, and expectations are 
being set very high in 

every aspect of the pro-
gram,” said Virdell.

Before the Lead Off 
Classic Tournament, the 
Lady Bucks traveled to 
Pecos for their second 
scrimmage. And accord-
ing to Virdell, his team 
performed very well. 

“I always treat the 
scrimmages as a glori-
fied practice. We move 
people around to work 
on different defensive 
schemes and the batting 
lineup. The girls played 
very well all around. We 
defi nitely saw the things 
we know we need to 
work on, but we also saw 
some areas where we 
feel we are ahead of the 
curve,” said Virdell.

They ended the scrim-
mage with a fi nal score 
of 8-4, defeating the 
Eagles. A major focus 
for the Lady Bucks this 
year will be batting, ac-
cording to the coach, and 
the team did very well 
on that front during this 
scrimmage. 

“All the girls were 
good at the plate with 
Kody Hawkins and 
Emily Sweat both hit-
ting home runs during 
the scrimmage. I got a 
chance to work all three 
pitchers for a few innings 

a piece and they looked 
strong overall,” said 
Virdell.

The coach shares that 
scrimmages like this 
one are very important 
for both practice and for 
training the girls to pre-
pare for the future chal-
lenges of the season. 

“It was a great day of 
softball with a great op-
portunity to learn against 
quality opponents,” said 
Virdell.

After the Lady Bucks 
completed the Texas 
Lead Off  Classic Tourna-
ment in College Station, 
they traveled to Midland 
for the West Texas Clas-
sic and went 2-3 in the 
tourney, beating Lub-
bock Cooper and Post.

During the game with 
Lubbock-Cooper, Kody 
Hawkins and Emyliana 
Hernandez each drove 
in four runs and Taryn 
Hardin along with Jay-
cee Portillo were able 
to perform multiple hits 
for the Lady Bucks. Si-
erra Ruckman topped 
out with 10 chances in 
the field while Emily 
Sweat was able to steal 
two bases.

“Tournament season is 
always fun but more im-
portantly it provides us 

with lots of games and 
opportunities to work 
and get better. We will 
play 19 games just in 
tournament play, which 
is vital to building your 
program to a high stan-
dard while allowing the 
coaching staff  to see dif-
ferent players in differ-
ent positions. The girls’ 
skills are progressing 
every chance they get. 
They work hard and are 
coachable, which makes 
the progression very 
easy. We are focusing on 
building a mentally tough 
team and we can see that 
slowly growing with ev-

ery game. We are excited 
about the possibilities 
with this team and look-
ing forward to continu-
ing to build a high-level 
program through the very 
tough schedule we set up 
for them this season,” 
concluded Virdell. 

The Lady Bucks will 
travel to El Paso this 
weekend for the Fox 
Tournament, where they 
are scheduled to play 
Americas, Pebble Hills, 
and Van Horn. The Lady 
Bucks are currently 4-9 
and will begin district 
play against Presidio on 
March 15.

Lady Bucks softball swings into tournaments Sports Schedule
FIGHTIN’ BUCK TRACK & FIELD

Mar. 2 Fightin’ Buck Relays @ Al-
pine
Mar. 8 Sandhills Relays @Monah-
ans 

BUCK BASEBALL

Feb. 29-Mar. 2 Seminole Tourna-
ment. @Seminole TBA
Mar. 3 Midland TLCA vs Alpine. Var-
sity @ 6 p.m. 

LADY BUCK SOFTBALL

Feb. 29-Mar. 2 Fox Tournament-
Varsity @El Paso TBA
Mar. 5 Pecos vs Alpine JV @ 5 p.m. 
Varsity @ 7 p.m.

TENNIS

Mar. 5 Alpine vs Balmorhea TBA

BUCK AND LADY BUCK GOLF

Mar. 1-2 Andrews Tournament
Mar. 5 Wink Tournament

Taryn Hardin stands at the pitcher’s mound dur-
ing a recent scrimmage in College Station. 

Courtesy photo

performance still allowed 
for a steal of home by Va-
lenzuela and second base 
by Llanez, leaving the 
game tied until singles by 
Peyton Tays and Michael 
Ybarra would score both 
Llanez and Tays, putting 
the Bucks in the lead 4-2. 

The Owls would not 
score their third and last 
run of the game until the 
top of the fourth, where-
by that time the Bucks 
had put 15 runs total 
on the board. Big Lake 
would fall to the Bucks 
15-3.

Next up for the Bucks 
that day were the Mona-
hans Loboes. After their 
big win against the Owls, 
the momentum unfortu-
nately did not continue. 
The Loboes put up a total 
of 14 runs on the board 
to the Bucks’ three, in an 
almost identical switch 
from Alpine’s fi rst game 
of the tournament.

The fi rst run against the 
Loboes would not hap-
pen until the top of the 
third when Valenzuela on 
a pop-fl y to right-center 
allowed Lujan to score. 
The Bucks were down 
by seven at this point in 
the game, and Monahans 
would be up by nine at 
the end of the third. The 
Loboes added two more 

runs in the bottom of the 
fourth. Alpine would put 
their two fi nal runs on the 
board against the Loboes 
in the top of the fi fth with 
a triple by Solis driving 
in Llanez and a single 
by Tays would drive in 
Solis. Monahans would 
add their next two runs 
thanks to a triple and a 
line drive that would end 
the game-winning score 
for the Loboes at 3-14.

On Friday, Alpine 
would meet up with Mid-
land Classical Academy. 
Both teams struggled to 
get on the board when 
in the bottom of the fi rst, 
Midland would use a sac-
rifi ce bunt to push in their 
runner on an error by Al-
pine. The next run on the 
board would be thanks to 
a couple of single RBIs 
by Midland to put them 
ahead of the Bucks 2-0. 
The Bucks would not get 
on the board after seven, 
ending the game in a loss 
of 0-2. “We played de-
fensively very well all 
weekend and had some 
strong pitching from 
Devon and AJ. Our bats 
are getting stronger with 
each game, so things are 
looking up,” said Coach 
Llanez.

Next up for Alpine is 
a trip to Seminole today 

for another tournament, 
followed by a trip to 
Midland on March 5. The 
Bucks are currently 1-3 
on the season and district 
play begins March 19 
against Crane.

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer
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 Graduate of the Marine Military Academy

 Graduate of Sul Ross State University

 Graduate of Texas Tech School of Law

 32 years practice of law in West Texas 

courtrooms

 Founding member of the Big Bend Ranch 

Rodeo

 Officer in the Alpine Cemetery Association

 Member of the Sul Ross Exes, ANRS

 Member of Brewster County Historical 

Commission

 Certified 4-H shooting coach

Early Voting has Started
Election Day is March 5th

I want YOUR VOTE!

Paid political advertisement by Monty Kimball

Integrity • Honesty • Commitment

MONTY
KIMBALL

 LONG TIME DEDICATION TO LOCAL AFFAIRS

for

394th District Judge

www.tonygonzalesforcongress.com
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and success for years and look forward to serving you in the future.

HALL of FAME

Albert Lujan would like to thank you for your business. 

602 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine • (432) 837-5521

49 Years

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

59 Years

Walter Skinner,
TDLR Lic. #2838AI

2300 W. Mosley Loop • Alpine

(432) 837-2497

SKINNER’S
Drilling & Well Service, LLC

46 Years

2 5  Y E A R S

PHONE: 432-837-3447  |  FAX: 432-837-3447

2600 HWY 118 N.  | ALPINE, TX 79830

BigBendHealthcare.com

6 7  Y E A R S

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.bigbendsaddlery.com
www.bigbendhealthcare.com
www.ellysonabstract.com
www.marfanb.com
www.transpecosbanks.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.bigbend.com
www.wtnb.com
www.fdsb.com
www.wccu.net
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20 Years

1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.
432-837-4812

PREVENTATIVE
CARE HEALTH 
SERVICES

502 N 5th St | Alpine, TX 79830 | 432-837-1544

Th ank you for  helping us be a top franchisee.

CLARK NUSSBAUM

21 Years

At Edward Jones, we spend time getting to know your goals, 
so we can help you reach them. Contact us to learn why it 
makes sense to talk with Edward Jones about your savings 
and investment strategies.

To schedule a personal fi nancial review, call or visit today.

Aliston P 

Hinojos
Financial Advisor

33 Years of Service

in the Community.

Thank You.
208 North 6th

Alpine, TX 79830
432-837-3058 

edwardjones.com

FAP-1806A-A Member SIPC

14 Years

Sales, Storage and
Detail Service

DAVE DURANTDAVE DURANT

511 W. Holland • Alpine, TX511 W. Holland • Alpine, TX
432-837-9789 • www.thestablealpine.com432-837-9789 • www.thestablealpine.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

14 Years

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

16 Years

900 E Ave E | Alpine | 432-837-3640

Th ank you
for your 
supp ort!

~ Irma & George Campbell

35 Years

Thank you for your business.  

Serving the Big Bend and Trans-Pecos area.

432-837-7009 • www.TallentRoofi ng.com

Thank you for your business

36 Years

Alpine Veterinary Clinic
2201 W. Hwy. 90

Cross Street:  Near the intersection of 

West Highway 90 & Lemon Street.

Alpine, TX

432-837-3888

Ray Allen, DVM

l i V t i Cli

41 Years

600 W. Ave. E
Alpine, TX 79830

Offi  ce: (432) 837-7486
www.westtxrealty.com

Pam Clouse, Broker
Ken Clouse, Associate

pamc@westtexasrealty.com

42 Years

WEST TEXAS REALTYWEST TEXAS REALTY

2600 EAST US 90 � ALPINE 
432-837-5792

MON.-FRI. 8-6 � SAT. 8-3

6 Years

Phone: (432) 837-5907
Fax: (866) 523-1745

610 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, TX 79830
www.agavehomehealth.com

14 Years

Come in and Come in and 

check out our check out our 

daily Drink daily Drink 

Specials!Specials!

18YR AND UP
 WELCOMED

41 Years

Serving Van Horn, Alpine, Marfa, Ft Davis and surrounding areas.

14 Years

30 Years

Family Owned & Operated

Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. 

Alpine • 432-837-7275

Family Owned

Served Alpine Since 1995 •

WINDSHIELD AND AUTOMOTIVE CALIBRATION

13 Years

704 W Holland Ave • Alpine, TX

(432) 837-7479
Drive Thru

Talley Reed
Insurance Agency

105 West Avenue E, Alpine TX 79830
432-837-3459 • www.talleyreedinsurance.com

Here to serve the community.

44 Years

These businesses have been contributing to our community’s progress 

and success for years and look forward to serving you in the future.

HALL of FAME

www.talleyreedinsurance.com
www.edwardjones.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.westtxrealty.com
www.tallentroofing.com
www.agavehomehealth.com
www.lonestartexasrealty.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.thestablealpine.com
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Ruben Ortega and chal-
lenger Joe Portillo.

Local candidates run-
ning on the Republican 
ticket for the March 5 
primary include Monty 
Kimball and Bill Parham 
for District Judge, in the 
394th Judicial District, 
incumbent Ori T. White 
and challenger Jesse 
Gonzales, Jr. for District 
Attorney, for the 83rd 
Judicial District, County 
Attorney Marisol Agui-
lar Skelton, and Monica 
McBride for Republican 
County Chair.

On election day March 
5, polls will be open 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 
the following locations.

For Precinct 1, voters 

may cast their ballots 
at the Assembly of God 
Fellowship Hall (across 
from the high school) at 
1802 N. Hwy 118.

Precinct 2 may vote at 
the Val Clark Beard Of-
fi ce Complex located at 
203 N. 7th Street. Pre-
cinct 3 voters may cast 
their ballots at the Mara-
thon Community Center 
located at 2nd and Ave 
E in Marathon. Precinct 
4 will vote at the Alpine 
Civic Center at 801 W. 
Holland, and Precinct 5 
will vote at the Panther 
Junction Visitor Cen-
ter located in Big Bend 
National Park. Voters in 
Precincts 6 and 7, may 
cast their ballots at the 

J.W. “Red” Pattillo Com-
munity Center located at 
201 Rex Ivey Road in 
Terlingua, and Precinct 
8 will cast their votes at 
the Food Pantry of Al-
pine located at 933 East 
Gallego Ave.

ELECTION • FROM 1

The Alpine Bucks ten-
nis team now has three 
scrimmages under their 
belt this season and has 
progressed into tourna-
ments. On February 2, 
they traveled to Crane 
followed by Monahans 
on Friday for constructive 
practice and experience. 

“All of our meets 
throughout the season 
bring great competition. 
So far, we’ve seen skilled 
players at Fort Stockton 
and Crane. We’ll get a 
better idea of what our 
district competitors look 
like throughout this sea-
son,” said head tennis 
coach, Lauren Martinez.

Martinez along with 
new assistant coach Doug 
Grey, led the players dur-
ing the recent Monahans 
meet, which was a great 
practice round for the 
players. Meeting with a 
variety of teams helps 
them brush up and get 
acquainted with competi-
tion skills as well as their 
opponents.

“The Monahans tour-
nament went great. Our 
number one junior varsi-
ty girls’ singles took fi rst 
place,” said Martinez. Al-
though they didn’t t have 
any other team members’ 
place, they all competed 
well according to the 
coach.

Tennis players, Megan 
Struthers and Adayna 
Garcia are returning this 
season and bring fierce 
and competitive play to 
the team.

“They are eager to 
guide our new team mem-
bers with helpful compe-

tition tips and point win-
ners,” said Martinez.

On this year’s tennis 
roster, the Bucks have 
varsity players Jaylynn 
Celaya, Adayna Garcia, 
Diego Hidalgo Miranda, 
Solanus Prieto, Vianney 
Santos, Megan Struthers, 
Shanna Tamale, and Aali-
yah Villanueva.

For the junior varsity, 
Madalyn Carter, Gabby 
Dominguez, Everett Ed-
wards, Esther Lotti, Eliz-
abeth Marta, Emmory 
Mercado, Ashley Neal, 
Mariana Palazuelos, Ar-
turo Santos, Isabella Shel-
ton, Kiara Tedeschi, and 
Isla Velasco.

With Crane, Fort Stock-
ton, and Marathon scrim-
mages behind them, the 
Bucks’ next step was en-
tering into the long line of 
matches. They traveled to 
the Reagan County High 
School Winter Invitation-
al on February 16 where 
the Bucks’s abilities were 
put to the test.

Then, last Friday, the 
Fightin’ Bucks faced off  

with several of the area’s 

teams at the Fort Stock-

ton Invitational, which 

enlightened the coach on 

the areas the team needs 

to concentrate on before 

the upcoming tourna-

ments.

“The Fort Stockton In-

vitational went well. Our 

JV and varsity players 

were able to get in a lot of 

match play against some 

really great schools that 

know how to move the 

ball around,” said Marti-

nez. Although the Alpine 

team didn’t have any 

players return with med-

als, the players were able 

to learn new skills, work 

on existing ones, and 

strengthen these abilities 

according to the coach.

Up next for the Bucks 

is a trip to Andrews for 

the Andrews Invitational 

Tournament today and a 

scrimmage in Balmorhea 

on March 5.

Their fi rst district meet 

is scheduled for April 22, 

with Fort Stockton.

Tennis warms up

Megan Struthers hits the ball back during last 
week’s tennis practice after the scrimmage in 
Crane. The Alpine High School tennis team has 
been meeting for practices between scrimmages 
at the Sul Ross courts.

Photo by Joh Covington

BY JOH COVINGTON

Staff  Writer

Ethan Flores competes in the long jump event at last week’s Comanche 
Relays in Fort Stockton. 

Photo by J.T. Maroney

Comanche Relays long jump

ANDY WARHOL

COWBOYS

AND INDIANS
OPENING RECEPTION  MARCH 1, 2024 – MUSEUM OF THE BIG BEND
“Andy Warhol: Cowboys and Indians” exhibit will be on display through June 1, 2024

5:00-7:00 PM

Free for Museum Members 

Non-Members $20/person

Featuring live music with

ROSS CASHIOLA & THE GRAND TOURISTS

Refreshments will be served

www.bigbend.com
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test and had them look 
them over, so they have 
a better idea of what 
students were facing. 
“Our students scored 
above the state average 
as well as the Region 18 
average in both the Ap-
proaches Grade Level 
or Above and the Meets 
Grade Level or Above 
scores for the STAAR 
test in 2023. Our students 
scored 81% in the ap-
proaches measure, which 
was 5% higher than the 
state average, and 51% 
at the level of the meets 
measure, which was 2% 
higher than the state av-
erage, but did fall 3% 
behind the state average 
with 17% at the Master’s 
Grade Level or Above, 
but still outperformed 
Region 18 in this mea-
sure,” said Dr. Michelle 
Rinehart.

Next on the agenda 
was the approval of 
credit for a bi-directional 
antenna that was thought 
at fi rst would be needed 
for hand-held radio per-
formance at the high 
school by the SRO and 
other faculty and staff. 
Since the antenna was 
not needed, the original 
construction contract 
for the high school was 
amended to reflect this 
credit of $99,982 which 
will be applied against 
the $100,000 project 
close-out retainer with 
Imperial Construction. 

Following the board’s 
approval of the credit, Al-
pine Elementary (AES), 
Alpine Middle School 
(AMS), and Alpine High 
School (AHS) principals 
Curtis Wubbena, Judith 
Pardo-Alferez, and Jar-
rett Vickers gave their 
monthly reports. Wub-
bena told the board that 
students at AES had been 
busy learning about civi-
lizations and that first, 
second, and fourth grad-
ers had the opportunity to 
journey to the Museum 
of the Big Bend and learn 
about the early inhabit-
ants of the Big Bend area 
and about fossils.  The 
early childhood students 
also had to opportunity 
to travel locally to learn 
about all of the diff erent 
animals at Wasserman 
Wranch.

Pardo-Alferez told the 
board in her report that 
students at AMS had 
the opportunity to learn 
about different areas of 
law enforcement and 
how they all work to-
gether in the area. “We 

had visits from Home-
land Security to talk to 
the students about child 
trafficking, from the 
Family Crisis Center to 
talk to the students about 
suicide and domestic is-
sues, and from the Brew-
ster County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce to talk to about drugs 
and how they aff ect our 
area and our citizens,” 
Pardo-Alferez said.

Vickers first told the 
board how proud he 
was of the recent band 
students who had ad-
vanced to state solo and 
ensemble competitions. 
He then went into detail 
about how networking 
with his English teach-
ers led to the creation of 
STAAR test boot camps 
to be held in April. “Be-
cause students all over 
the state are struggling 
with the STAAR test, es-
pecially the writing por-
tions, the English teach-
ers at AHS did a bit of 
brainstorming on how 
we could help these kids 
with the English I and II 
portions of the test. What 
we came up with was a 
STAAR Bootcamp to be 
held on two diff erent Sat-
urdays in April. April 6 
for English I and April 13 
for English II.  For those 
students and parents who 
need help fi lling out and 
understanding the FAF-
SA paperwork, March 
4 is FAFSA day at AHS 
and we will have people 
from Sul Ross on hand to 
help out with this.

In other reports, Alpine 
Athletic Director Andy 
Smith gave his report 
to the board, explain-
ing some recent UIL re-
districting changes that 
had occurred. “Initially, 
Tornillo had decided to 
request a move from 2A 
to 3A for football, but af-
ter further consideration 
decided they would not 

play football at all this 
coming season. This left 
Alpine with only two op-
ponents in district play, 
Anthony and Crane. After 
making some phone calls 
to the director at Odessa 
Compass, who was in our 
district this year, but had 
been placed into a diff er-
ent district for the 2024-
2025 football season, they 
agreed to come back into 
our district to help level 
out our competition,” said 
Smith.

Smith also went over 
the redistricting for vol-
leyball and basketball 
and told the board that 
the spring sports redis-
tricting schedules would 
be released by the UIL 
later this spring.

Finally, the board ap-
proved numerous do-
nations from various 
donors including the Al-
pine Buck Boosters for 
the volleyball team and 
for a new mascot for the 
Alpine Middle School, 
two online fundraisers 
for both the Lady Buck 
Softball team and the 
Buck Baseball team, and 
two donations from both 
West Texas National 
Bank and Trans-Pecos 
Banks, each donating 
half the cost of a new 
laminator for AMS. The 
board also approved do-
nations from the Brew-
ster County Historical 
Commission and the 
Bechtel Foundation to 
go toward the Big Bend 
Regional History Fair, as 
well as a donation from 
the Aerospace Industries 
Association Organiza-
tion’s STEM Innova-
tion Grant to support the 
AMS robotics and rock-
etry program.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Alpine ISD 
Board of Trustees is 
scheduled for March 20 
at 5:30 p.m. 

AISD • FROM 2

the best and most dynam-
ic.  While camped along 
the Colorado, Tidball im-
pressed the local Mojave’s 
by removing and replac-
ing his false tooth, a story 
still remembered three 
years later when Lt. Jo-
seph Christmas Ives fi rst 
explored the Grand Can-
yon by small steamboat.

In 1859, back serving in 
the East, Tidball was as-
signed to the force under 
Colonel Robert E. Lee at 
Harper’s Ferry to end the 
insurrection and capture 
John Brown.  When war 
broke out, as a Virginian, 
Tidball had the choice of 
sides, but maintained his 
loyalty to the Constitution 
and stayed in the Union 
Army. Always the artil-
leryman, Tidball served in 
the Army of the Potomac 
as captain of Battery A, 
Second Artillery.

Tidball’s next brush 
with history occurred 
when General Daniel But-
terfi eld decided that a new 
bugle call was needed for 
the end of the day. It was 
July 1862 and the end of 
the Federal retreat from 
the Peninsular Campaign 
and a low point for the 

Union cause.  One night 
Butterfi eld, working with 
Bugler Oliver Wilcox 
Norton, created the call 
we know as “Taps,” twen-
ty-four haunting notes.  At 
the time known as “But-
terfi eld’s Lullaby.”

While exchanging artil-
lery fire with Confeder-
ate batteries at Harrison’s 
Landing, during the Pen-
insular Campaign one of 
the Union artillerymen 
was killed.  At the time of 
burial, Tidball was afraid 
that the traditional three 
volleys of rifl e fi re would 
cause the Confederates to 
think that an attack was 
in process.  Rather than 
disturbing the battlefi eld, 
yet wishing to honor the 
fallen soldier, Tidball had 
the bugler play the new 
call created by Butterfi eld 
and Norton, and thus the 
tradition of playing Taps 
at military funerals was 
born as others followed.  
This is now a tradition that 
continues to this day, in-
cluding First Responders.  
As time went on it also be-
came a tradition that Taps 
was the last call of the day 
at military posts.

Tidball served with the 

artillery throughout the 
war, winning honors at 
Gettysburg.  After the con-
fl ict, he continued active 
service until retirement 
in 1889 as a major gen-
eral.  During this period, 
he served as Commandant 
of Cadets at West Point, 
Commandant of the Ar-
tillery School, and aide-
de-camp to Army Com-
mander General Sherman.  
For a military journal, he 
wrote a series of articles 
on the history and analy-
sis of artillery during the 
war that was one of the 
best fi rsthand accounts of 
the Civil War. It was later 
published as “The Manual 
of Heavy Artillery Ser-
vice” and used well into 
the 20th Century.  For 
six years he served as the 
third military governor 
of Alaska, following our 
favorite Jefferson Davis 
who was the fi rst.

Tidball died May 15, 
1906, and is fi ttingly bur-
ied at West Point. It is hard 
to imagine how a person 
could have participated in 
so many important events 
and still be so little known 
to history.

FIDDLER’S • FROM 3

The students them-
selves are all on board 
for this opportunity 
and put their all into it 
despite many of them 
being a part of other ex-
tracurricular activities. 
Zoe Arredondo said, 
“One Act helps with 
confi dence, and creates 
memories and new rela-
tionships with people I 
might not ordinarily as-
sociate with.”

“I believe One Act 
helps to not only boost 
your confi dence, but it 
helps you create your 
physical presence, and 
how the audience per-
ceives you and your 
character,” Alyssa Bar-
ron added.

Several of the stu-
dents also remarked that 
it helps them with their 
English because these 
plays are based on lit-
erature. Izabel Ortiz re-
plied, “As a crew mem-

ber it also helps you to 
pay attention. If you are 
working sound or lights, 
you have to be in sync 
with what is happening 
on stage, so you can’t 
zone out and not pay at-
tention to what is going 
on.”

The students began 
this journey last Novem-
ber and have been prac-
ticing several times a 

week after school, after 
initially deciding what 
play they were going to 
perform. “I really hope 
this experience encour-
ages these kids to con-
tinue in theater and act-
ing. Even to go so far as 
to write their own play 
and perform it. Having 
One Act Play on your 
resumes and entrance 
applications for college 
also looks really good, 
since it is a UIL event 
and these kids are do-
ing a great job,” said 
Grabow.

“Farewell to Galatea” 
will be performed to-
night at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Alpine ISD Admin-
istration building au-
ditorium. The public is 
encouraged to attend 
this public performance 
before the students head 
to Stanton on Thursday, 
March 7 for  competi-
tion.

ONE ACT • FROM 1

“I believe One 

Act helps to 

not only boost 

your confidence, 

but it helps you 

create your physical 

presence, and 

how the audience 

perceives you and 

your character.”

— Alyssa Barron, 

Alpine High School student

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS
Property owners have certain rights that may 

reduce their property tax burden.

HOMEOWNERS
Persons who own their residence may claim their home as a residential homestead. 
The filing of this document is only necessary if the homeowner has changed 
homesteads, the appraisal district has requested an updated application, or the 
owner has become eligible for additional exemptions since last year. A copy of a 
current driver’s license must accompany the application. Persons who purchase their 
home during 2024 and the home purchased does not have an existing homestead 
exemption from the prior owner, the new owner may receive a prorated homestead. 
The proration is from the date the homeowner qualifies. Details may be obtained 
from your local appraisal district. Homeowners may also defer the portion of the 
tax on their residence homestead if the value of the home was raised more than 5% 
above the previous year. Although the tax collection is deferred, interest continues 
to run on the unpaid portion of tax at a rate of 8% per annum and the deferred tax 
remains a lien on the property. To apply for the deferral, the owner should contact 
the appraisal district which appraised the property in question and complete an 
application.
 

DISABLED PERSONS
Persons who are disabled under Social Security law are entitled to additional 
exemptions on their residential homestead. Disabled applicants must apply with the 
appraisal district and furnish a determination letter from Social Security. Disabled 
persons receive all benefits on their home that are available to over 65 persons (see 
below).

PERSONS WHO ARE OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE-

EXEMPTIONS AND DEFERRAL
Persons who are over 65 years of age or disabled persons may file for additional 
exemptions and a ceiling on school taxes for their residential homestead if they 
became 65 during 2023 or will be 65 during 2024. Over-65 persons should apply 
for this exemption at the appraisal district office in their county. Over-65 persons 
are also eligible to defer paying the tax on their residential homestead if they wish. 
The taxes continue to accrue during the deferral plus interest, but no attempt will 
be made to force payment during the deferral. Details and an application may be 
obtained from any appraisal district or the State Comptroller.

DISABLED VETERANS
Persons who have been declared disabled by the Veteran’s Administration are eligible 
for additional exemptions on property they own. The declaration letter from VA 
is mailed annually, but the appraisal district only needs a copy in the first year of 
eligibility or if the percentage of disability changes. In certain situations where 
the disabled vet is 100% disabled, unemployable and receiving 100% disability 
compensation, their homestead may be completely exempt. An annual reapplication 
for the 100% exemption may be required by the Chief Appraiser.

FARM AND RANCH OWNERS
Farmers and ranchers may be entitled to receive an alternate method of appraisal 
determined by the farm income to the property. This method is available to farms 
and ranches commercially raising crops or livestock or which are used as a wildlife 
habitat under State guidelines. An application for agricultural use value and 
additional information is available from your appraisal district. Re-filing is only 
necessary if requested to do so by the Chief Appraiser

EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS
Exemption applications for all property tax exemptions including total exemptions 
for charitable, religious, and other total exemptions may be obtained from an 
appraisal district nearest you or through the State Comptroller’s Office at 1/800-252-
9121 or from their website at http://www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/02-
forms.html  

BUSINESS PERSONAL PROPERTY OWNERS
State law requires the filing of a rendition declaring what types of business personal 
property that a person or company owns. Failure to file the rendition will result 
in a 10% penalty. If a fraudulent rendition is filed, a 50% penalty is mandated. A 
rendition can be obtained from the appraisal district office where the property is 
located. Deadline-April 15. A 30-day filing extension is available by written request.

PROTESTING PROPERTY VALUE
Taxpayers whose property value increases by at least $1000 will be mailed a 
reappraisal notice stating the proposed value. The taxpayer may file a protest of the 
value change by completing the protest form that will be included in the notice. An 
informal hearing will be available to taxpayers, and if not satisfied, the taxpayer may 
have a formal hearing before the Bee County Appraisal Review Board.

If you have questions about any of these topics, please contact the Brewster County 
Appraisal District at (432) 837-2332 or come by our office at 107 W Ave E. Alpine, 
Texas. Other information may also be available on the Comptroller’s website at 
comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/

ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.laposadamilagro.net
http://www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/02
www.comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax
www.alpineavalanche.com


 

Bacon, cheese and chive buns
Courtesy photo

Cinnamon rolls. Just 
those two little words can 
get your salivary glands 
working overtime. The 
anticipation of those 
buttery, sticky, decadent 
morsels easily brings a 
smile to your face and 
ramps up an anticipation 
level for some on par 
with a competitive sport.

The same buttery 
dough used to make a 
cinnamon classic can just 
as easily turn savory with 
a mash-up of a few dif-
ferent ingredients.

Bacon is a standard 
breakfast meat and 

cheese is also common in 
everything from burritos 
to breakfast sandwich-
es, to quiche, and even 
scrambled eggs, so it 

makes sense to combine 
these two ingredients into 
a savory breakfast roll.

Ingredients such as 
ham or spinach and feta 
cheese to mimic Greek 
spanakopita are just such 
options. 

These savory rolls, 
just like from-scratch 
cinnamon rolls take a 
bit of time but are well 
worth it. Therefore, when 
you’re all out of ideas 
for brunch or breakfast, 
or even lunch or dinner, 
whip up a batch of sa-
vory rolls. Your stomach 
is sure to thank you.

A savory twist on a breakfast favorite
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Come in Come in 

and check and check 

out our out our 

daily Drink daily Drink 

Specials and Specials and 

Giveaways!Giveaways!

Live Live 

music this music this 

weekend!weekend!

18YR AND UP

 WELCOMED

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

LIMITED TIME: DOUBLE BIG MAC®

Comes with double the patties, grill-sizzled onions, perfectly melted cheese

and more special sauce inevery bite. 

Beware of the Hamburglar-this burger is at the top of his heist list.

Try it while you can. Order it today in the app for pickup or McDelivery®.* 
*At participating McDonald’s for a limited time. McDelivery prices may be higher than at restaurants. Delivery/other fees may apply.

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine, Texas

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Bacon, Cheese, and Chive Buns
For dough: 
½ cup whole milk
2 ¼ teaspoons active dry yeast (one ¼ 
ounce package)
2 tablespoons sugar
4 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted, 
plus more for the bowl and plastic wrap.
1 large egg yolk
2 ¾ cups all-purpose flour, plus more 
for the work surface.
1 teaspoon kosher salt

For filling: 
5 slices of bacon, cut into ¼ inch pieces.

2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
¾ cup milk
1 large egg yolk
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
2 tablespoons chopped, fresh chives.
Kosher salt and finely ground pepper
2 tablespoons of unsalted butter, at 
room temperature for the pan.

For topping:
4 tablespoons unsalted butter, at room 
temperature.
2 tablespoons chopped fresh chives.
2 tablespoons grated parmesan.

FOR THE DOUGH: 

1. Warm the milk and ½ cup of water in 
a medium saucepan over low heat until 
it is about 100 degrees but no more than 
110 degrees. Remove from heat and 
sprinkle the yeast over the liquid fol-
lowed by sprinkling the sugar over the 
top, and set aside without stirring until 
foamy, about fi ve minutes. Then whisk 
in the butter and the egg yolk.
2. Whisk together the fl our, remaining 
sugar, and salt in a large bowl. Make a 
well in the center and stir in the yeast 
mixture with a wooden spoon until you 
have a thick and slightly sticky dough. 
Turn the dough onto a floured work 
surface, and knead until soft and elastic, 
about six minutes. Shape the dough into 
a ball.
3. Brush the inside of a large bowl with 
butter. Add the dough ball, turning to 
coat lightly. Cover the bowl with plastic 
wrap, trace a circle the size of the dough 
ball on the plastic, and note the time. 
Let the dough rise in a warm place until 
doubled in size, about an hour and a half.
4. Turn the dough out of the bowl and 
knead briefl y to release excess air. Re-

form the ball and return to bowl. Lightly 
butter a large piece of plastic wrap and 
lay it over the dough. Cover the entire 
bowl tightly with the rest of the plastic 
and refrigerate for four hours or over-
night for the dough to proof.
5. For the fi lling, cook the bacon in a 
large, nonstick skillet over medium 
heat until browned and crisp. Transfer 
to a small bowl and remove all but 
one tablespoon of fat from the skillet. 
Return to medium heat, whisking the 
fl our into the bacon fat until it is light 
brown. About one minute. Slowly whisk 
in the milk, and continue whisking un-
til thickened, about another minute. 
Transfer to a medium bowl and add the 
egg yolk, cheese, chives, bacon, ½ tea-
spoon of salt, and a bit of ground black 
pepper and stir and combine. Let cool 
completely.
6. Butter a 9x13-inch baking pan with 
2 tablespoons of softened butter. Turn 
the dough onto a fl oured work surface 
and press fl at. Roll it into a 10x18-inch 
rectangle, with a long edge facing you. 
Spread the fi lling evenly over the dough, 
leaving a 1-inch border on the side op-

posite you. Starting from the side facing 

you, roll the dough up into a tight roll. 

Lightly brush the 1-inch border with 

water and continue rolling to seal the 

roll and fold in the ends, making sure 

the roll looks even.

7. Cut the roll every 1 ½ inches with a 

serrated knife, to make 12 buns. Place 

buns cut side down (except end pieces) 

in the prepared pan, spacing them one 

inch apart. Cover loosely with plastic 

wrap and set aside in a warm place to 

rise until doubled in size, leaving no 

gaps between, about an hour and a half 

to two hours.

8. For the topping, stir the butter, chives, 

and parmesan in a small bowl and set 

aside.

9. Position an oven rack in the center of 

the oven and preheat to 350 degrees. 

Bake the buns until they are golden 

brown and the tops spring back when 

touched lightly, 25 to 30 minutes. Spread 

the topping evenly over the buns and re-

turn them to the oven for fi ve minutes 

more. Let cool in the pan for 10 minutes 

before serving.

changed since that in-
augural coaching po-
sition, as the students 
have changed. “When 
I started 16 years ago, 
students weren’t as soft, 
and you could be pretty 
direct in how and what 
you told them. I think 
I’ve become a better 
communicator, and we 
do a good job of laying 
out our expectations to 
them as students, com-
petitors, and commu-
nity members,” Aragon 
remarked.

Once Aragon began 
coaching, he went back 
to school and earned a 
Master’s in Coaching 
Education from Ohio 
University. “I grew up 
in Idaho, so I went and 
spent time with the Boi-
se State football pro-
gram to learn how they 
operate and how they 
maintain a successful 
program. I also spent 
a week in Colorado 
Springs with the USA 
Olympic Wrestling team 
to see how they develop 
their mental toughness 
in an individual sport,” 
Aragon said.

Not only did he spend 
that time with those two 
teams, but he also spent 
time with some of the 
top coaches in the coun-
try in a wide variety 
of sports. “I wanted to 
hopefully get better at 
my craft, and spending 
time with these types of 
teams and coaches is one 
of the best ways I knew 
to watch coach-
ing firsthand. I 
think in the day 
and time, coach-
ing will continue 
to evolve just 
as sports have,” 
Aragon replied.

Having coached 
co l l ege  rodeo 
in New Mexico, 
Odessa, and now Al-
pine, Aragon says each 
place shaped him and 
his coaching in very 

specifi c ways. 
“In Tucumcari, I was 

new to the game and 
learning a lot. There 
was so much behind 
the scenes that I had to 
learn, and while coach-
ing has always been 
something I was pas-
sionate about, it took 
a while to learn the 
workings of the school 
system. Odessa was en-
tirely diff erent, in that I 
was able to recruit a lot 

of talented kids from 
across the country, and 
having talent always 
makes you a better 

coach,” Aragon said.
“Sul Ross had the 

draw of being able to 
coach athletes for four 
or five years, versus 
the two years at a ju-
nior college. That is a 
big deal as a coach. The 
physical and mental ma-
turity has time to grow 
and working with kids 
longer allows you to see 
the process through.”

Having most recently 
coached the stand-out 

talents of Tris-
ten Hutchings 
and Ky Ham-
ilton, Aragon 
says his coach-
ing style is no 
diff erent over-
a l l  because 
each student 
is diff erent. “I 
approach each 

student as an individual. 
Just between Tristen and 
Ky, there are different 
learning styles and ways 

we communicate. My 
job is to get the most 
out of each athlete and 
they are all diff erent, so 
my approach to each of 
them would be diff erent 
as well.”

Over his coaching ca-
reer, Aragon has had a 
total of nine students go 
to the National Finals 
Rodeo (NFR) for 28 
trips. He’s had two go 
to the Professional Bull 
Riders (PBR) World Fi-
nals, and 11 others to 
the Indian National Fi-
nals Rodeo (INFR).

Aragon says despite 
the recent success of 
Hutchings and Ham-
ilton which is helping 
highlight the Sul Ross 
rodeo program, he has 
been using the program 
as a recruiting tool since 
he got here. “When kids 
see the kind of commu-
nity support, we have 
for our program, that 
is huge for us. We have 
packed houses each 
night at our rodeos and 
our program relies so 
much on the support 
of the community to 
grow and be success-
ful. Alpine and the Big 
Bend region are known 
as cowboy country and 
we want to carry on the 
tradition of the program 
and the region,” Aragon 
adds.

What Aragon hopes to 
impress upon those he 
coaches is that fi rst and 
foremost he expects them 
to be good students. He 
also expects them to be 
contributing members of 
the community and good 
competitors. “Hopefully 
the success of the current 
students will be mea-
sured in 15-20 years. I 
try to impress upon them 
that they are responsible 
for their actions and that 
equates to accountability. 
The beautiful thing about 
rodeo is that the results 
speak for themselves be-
cause it is an individual 

sport. You can’t blame 

someone else for your 

failure,” Aragon con-

cluded.

Aragon says he sees 

no end at this point in 

his coaching career. He 

plans to coach as long as 

he still has a passion for 

it and sees himself retir-

ing as a coach in some 

aspect as long as he can 

and has the support of 

his family. “I have been 

involved in the rodeo 

world my whole life, so 

it is literally part of who 

I am.”

ARAGON • FROM 1

“Hopefully the success of the 
current students will be 

measured in 15-20 years. I try to 
impress upon them that they are 
responsible for their actions and 
that equates to accountability.”

— C.J. Aragon, Sul Ross rodeo coach

Tristen Hutchings

Courtesy photo
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Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.

432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

Lenten Fasting

We are in the season of Lent. This is the 
time of year when we Christians move to self-
refl ect on the who, what, where, when, and 
why we have not loved God and our neigh-
bors like Jesus has asked us to. It is a time of 
year when we repent or turn toward God. It is a 
time of year that is often associated with “giv-
ing something up” that we know is not really 
good for us, or to pray and fast in order to turn 
more fully to God and to prepare for the cel-
ebration of Easter after these 40 days of Lent.

The idea of giving something up, like choc-
olate, cigarettes, or some other perhaps detri-
mental practice is to help us clear our minds in 
order to focus more on our relationship with 
God. Prayer or a spiritual devotion is a way 
to also help us to repent or turn towards God. 
One ancient practice for Christians throughout 
the Lenten season has been fasting for a cer-
tain amount of time or on certain days, usually 
Wednesdays or Fridays, in order to allow our-
selves to turn more fully towards God. Most 
often this looks like having a cup of tea or cof-
fee in the morning, a full meal at lunch or din-
ner, and something very light at the meal that 
is not a full meal. People frequently give up 
meat or meat products when fasting. Fasting 
should not be done by individuals who have 

a medical condition that can be aggravated 
by fasting such as diabetes. Also, if one can-
not “make it through the day” fasting, is not 
a reason to mentally beat oneself up about it. 
Turning towards God is achieved by the mere 
fact of attempting to fast, as it puts into focus 
one’s relationship with God.

A few years ago, I came upon a meditation 
concerning a diff erent kind of fasting, perhaps 
one that we can all heed during this Lenten 
season, even those of us who may not be able 
to physically fast:
DO YOU WANT TO FAST THIS LENT?
In the words of Pope Francis:
Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
Fast from sadness and be fi lled with gratitude.
Fast from anger and be fi lled with patience.
Fast from pessimism and be fi lled with hope.
Fast from worries and have trust in God.
Fast from complaints and contemplate sim-
plicity.
Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
Fast from bitterness and fi ll your hearts with 
joy.
Fast from selfi shness and be compassionate to 
others. 
Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
Fast from words and be silent so you can lis-
ten.

Amen.

BY REV. KATIE HUDAK
 St. James Episcopal Church-Alpine

In what activities did 
you participate in 
high school?
I participated in 
volleyball, softball, 
powerlifting, and student 
council.

Who was your 
favorite teacher/
coach, and why?
My favorite teacher 
would probably be Mrs. 
Parson because of her 
hilarious sarcasm and 
odd humor.

What was your 
favorite moment in 
the last four years?
My favorite moment 
these past four years 
would be when I would 
MC for the pep rallies 
every Friday.

What are your plans 
after high school?
My plans after high 
school would be to try to 
uphold my athletic career 
and continue playing 
volleyball.
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Sponsored bySS dd bb

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Paula VargasPaula Vargas

Shooting for the stars

The Alpine Middle School rocketry team is pictured with their fi rst contest rocket and rocket launcher 
for the American Rocketry Challenge (ARC.) The rocketry team is sponsored by Mr. Creer-AMS, 
Wanda Green-ARC, Rosalynn Larsen, and Dr. Bill Kitch-ARC.  Pictured are Mr. Rodelio Creer, Ro-
salynn Larsen, Cain Vidal, Ryan Hinojos, Elisia Markin, Rose De Guia, and their ARC mentor Dr. Bill 
Kitch of San Angelo.

Courtesy photo
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MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - � e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. � e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Mobile homes 

and spaces. Close 

to Sul Ross Uni-

versity.  Frontier 

Mobile Home 

Village. 1102 N. 

9th St. trailer #35 

Alpine.  Call 432-

837-2736    

FOR RENT/LEASE  

Rentals Available. 

Call Rhonda Cole 

432-837-5539  

407 E Lockhart #2 

3 BR / 1 Bath Rent 

$1095.00/mo + 

Deposit 432-249-

0293 

LUXURY DUPLEX-

ES FOR LEASE 

Spacious 

2&3bd/2ba du-

plexes for lease, 

across from the 

golf course, cov-

ered back patio, 

fenced backyard, 

one car garage, 

laundry area, 

stove and frig fur-

nished.  NO PETS 

ALLOWED.  Call or 

text 432-213-1555   

102 Baeza Circle 

– Ft. Davis, 2 BR 

/ 1 bath, Rent 

$1,000.00/mo + 

deposit.  432-249-

0293 

400 N. State St. – 

Ft. Davis, Studio 

Apt / 1 bath, Rent 

$595.00/mo + 

deposit.  432-249-

0293 

Spacious 1 Bed/ 

1 Bath with large 

kitchen, living 

room, studio/of-

fi ce (or 2nd bed-

room), stackable 

w/d unit, large 

yard maintained 

by owner. Close 

to downtown 

Murphy Street. 

$1,300/mo all bills 

paid including 

wi-fi . 1mo deposit 

– some pets ok w/ 

separate depos-

it. Year lease. Text 

/ call 214-212-

1800 

Clean small 

furnished ef-

fi ciency available, 

1 person only, 

no exceptions, 

employment 

references check, 

nonsmoking, no 

pets.  $550/mo 

plus utilities.  210-

315-3133.  

Casita– one 

bedroom, central 

Alpine; furnished, 

fi replace, private 

garden, covered 

parking, laundry. 

Bills paid except 

electric. No smok-

ers, pets. Suitable 

for one adult. 

$1100 monthly 

plus deposit 

of $600. 6 mo. 

lease minimum. 

Available Feb. 20. 

Contact bigbend-

woman@gmail.

com   

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 

seeking dedi-

cated employees 

to fi ll night audit.  

Excellent pay and 

benefi ts.  Please 

apply in person at 

2607 West High-

way 90. 

Holiday Inn 

Express is seek-

ing dedicated 

employees to fi ll 

morning front 

desk, breakfast 

attendant, and 

housekeeping 

positions. Please 

apply in person at 

2004 East High-

way 90.   

Help Wanted 

apply in person 

at Celebration 

Liquor 704 W. Hol-
land.

WANT TO BUY:

I buy cast iron 
skillets please text 
or call 512-963-
7533

Want to buy old 
Colt pistols and 
old Winchester 
Lever Action rifl es. 
Daytime phone 
#: 432-294-2094. 
Nights/weekends: 
432-364-2234  
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Request for Proposals

The Housing Authority of the City of Alpine, Texas, 
will receive Requests for Proposals for the utilization of 
CFP Funds, from Licenced Master Electricians to bid on 

 
ALL Three Unit Sites and the Administration Bldg. Bids will 
be accepted until 5:00 p.m., on Wednesday, March 13, 
2024 at the 

 at which time all 
proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud for the 
modernization work.

5th Street, Alpine, Texas.

Attention is called to the provisions for equal employment 
opportunity, 
Development Act of 1968. As amend. 12 U.S.C. 170lu 
(section 3), and  payment of not less than the 
prevailing salaries and wages, as set forth in the Contract 
Documents, that must be adhered to on this project.

right to reject any or all Proposals or to waive any informality 
in the Bidding.

subsequent to the opening of Bids without the consent of 

Proposals are to be submitted to the attention of: Ms. Elva 

Texas 79830

WE ARE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

is accepting applications for 

Front Desk Clerk
Part-time, weekdays and evenings, $17/hr. 

Applications available at the front 
desk or by emailing 

manager@hotelpaisano.com
Previous employment information

and references are required.

JETT'S GRILL
at the Hotel Paisano is currently accepting 

applications for the following positions:

Bartenders
Part-time, $10/hr plus tips

Servers
Part-time, $7.25/hr plus tips

Applications available at the front 
desk or by emailing 

manager@hotelpaisano.com
Previous employment informatio

 and references are required.

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• FULL-TIME BOOKKEEPER

 with experience

• ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

• MEDICAL BILLER

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

• PART TIME - MAINTENANCE WORKER,

 PCHS locations

• HOUSEKEEPER- PART TIME

• FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST- Alpine

Now Hiring

Village Farms is seeking a detailed 
oriented individual to join our team as

Shipping/Receiving Clerk
for our Marfa 2 location.

Responsibilities include loading 
and unloading, forklift operation, 

preparation of shipping documents, 
verify deliveries, maintain warehouse 

and other general duties.

Requirements: Must be willing to work 

weekends and holidays, ability to 
work independently, verbal, and 

written communication skills, working 
knowledge of computers and forklift 

pass a pre-employment drug screen.

Interested candidates should call 
(432)729-3071 Ext. 607

or fax resume to (432)375-6241.
Applications are also available at Village 

Farms Security Stations 3 Miles N. Hwy 17 
Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 17 FT. Davis, TX

Request for Proposals

The Housing Authority of the City of Alpine, Texas, 
will receive Requests for Proposals for the 2020 CFP 
Funds, For  at 
Unit Site “C” until 5:00 p.m., on Wednesday, March 13, 
2024 at the 
North 5th Street Alpine, Texas, 79830, at which time 
all proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud for 
the modernization work.

Proposed forms of Contract Documents, and 

Authority of the City of Alpine, Texas; at the Administrative 

Attention is called to the provisions for equal 

Urban Development Act of 1968. As amend. 12 U.S.C. 
170lu (section 3), and Davis Bacon payment of not less 

Contract Documents, that must be adhered to on this 
project.

Proposals are to be submitted to the attention of: Ms. 

Street, Alpine, Texas 79830

WE ARE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Reach potential buyers

when you advertise 

in the Classifi eds!

Place your ad today at

432-837-3334
or 

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

One Spot.
Lots of 

Possibilities!

CARS, TRUCKS,
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR
SALE & FOR RENT

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS

PETS FOR ADOPTION

GARAGE SALES

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH, 
MUCH MORE.

ALPINE 
AVALANCHE
CLASSIFIEDS

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

The Alpine Housing Authority will hold a

Date: APRIL 17, 2024

Time:  5:30 PM

 1024 North 5th Street

               Alpine, Texas 79830

To receive comments on the 

    

& Annual Plans 

Documents outlining how Capital Expenditures are 

to be completed.  All documents will be on display at 

8AM to 5PM (closed during noon hour).

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Pursuant to Chapter 59 of the Texas Property 
Code, Alpine Storage at 234 E Brown Ave., Alpine 
TX is having an online auction. The property is 
being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien.

The sale will be held at www.storageauctions.com 
beginning Friday, March 8 at 11:45 AM. Auction 
bidding will conclude Friday March 15, 2024 at 
2:00 PM.

Seller reserves the right to withdraw any property 
from the sale upon payment in full from the tenant. 
Tenant’s property may be redeemed prior to sale 
upon payment of all sums due to Lessor.

Property being sold includes contents of the unit 
listed below.

Mary Moore A-30  Household

Clark Nussbaum, Manager
432-837-3411
clark.nussbaum@yahoo.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters of Administration 
for the Estate of Gerald Walter 
Johnson, Jr., Deceased, were 
issued on February 15, 2024, 
under Docket No. PR03139, 
pending in the County Court 
of Brewster County, Texas, to 
Haley Jo Johnson.

Claims may be presented 
in care of the attorney for the 
estate, addressed as follows:

Representative,

Estate of Gerald Walter 
Johnson, Jr., Deceased

c/o Elizabeth J. Lewis, Attorney 
at Law

SIBLEY ANDERSON LEWIS
121 N. 6th Street
Alpine, Texas 79830

All persons having claims 
against this estate, which is 
currently being administered, 
are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

DATED February 26, 2024

 Haley Jo Johnson

 By: ________________ 

 Elizabeth J. Lewis,
 Attorney for 
 Representative

Community 

Forward
Trusted since 1891

Locally owned

 704 E Holland Ave, Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com�������������

Thank you to these Businesses for 
having Your Local Paper available:

Celebration Liquors

KC's Quickmart

G Automotive

Lost Alaskan RV

AMIGOS
CONVENIENCE

STORE

704 East Holland | Alpine, Texas 79831 | Phone: 432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

Big Bend Resort & Adventures

HIGHLAND DRUG

www.cityofalpine.com/employment
www.storageauctions.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating  

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT 

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

FLOORING

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BOUNCE HOUSE/PARTY

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435  |  877.493.7862  |  WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

���������	��
��
AVP/Escrow Officer

600 W. Dickinson Blvd. | Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-3301

pmcknight@pbabstract.com

R&K JUMPING BALLOONS
PARTY SUPPLIES

WE OFFER:
Party Packages

Tables w/chairs

Hot Dogs Machine

Popcorn Machine

Snow cone Machine 

Cotton Candy Machine

Please Contact:
432.299.1100

Family Owned & Operated

Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. 

Alpine • 432-837-7275

Towing Available • Estimates

Family Owned

Served Alpine Since 1995 •

WINDSHIELD AND AUTOMOTIVE CALIBRATION

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

432-336-3939
301 North Main St. 

Fort Stockton, TX

Alexus Davis
Funeral Director

Tracy Cockrell
Funeral Assistant

Alma Rodriguez
Funeral Assistant

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

Big Bend Floors
and More, LLC
Quality Floor Installation

at an affordable priceppppppppp

Roy Woosley

432-386-5117
REWflooring@gmail.com

Veteran and Law Enforcement Discount

Residential 

and 

Commercial

TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR BUSINESS 

CALL

432-837-3334
OR

432-336-2281

BODY SHOP

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
www.supply.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

TREATING TREATING 

YOURSELF YOURSELF 

TO NEW TO NEW 

CLIENTS?CLIENTS?

WE WE 
HAHAVEVE
YOU YOU 

COVERED!COVERED!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & RESERVE

YOUR SPACE!

PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@fi ndaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo 
HAIR STYLIST

TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

www.legacybrokergroup.com | 432-837-3325

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 
432�837�3334 OR 432�336�2281  

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W. 
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

432-837-3334 432-336-2281

432-336-3314 
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE

SPA

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa, 

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We off er the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.west.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com
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$119
/LB.

SPLIT SPLIT 
CHICKEN CHICKEN 
BREASTBREAST
Bone-In

3 lbs. or more

Visit us at lowesmarket.com DIGITAL COUPONS MUST BE CLIPPED ON OUR APP! Prices valid Wed., Feb. 28th thru Tues., March 5th, 2024

Previously Frozen for Quality

TOTINO’S 
PARTY PIZZA
9.8-10.9 oz., Select Group

TIDE DETERGENT
92 oz. Liquid or
25-31 ct. PODS, 

Select Group

BRINGING LOWE PRICES

When You 
Buy One

99¢

$149

99¢

$349

HOSTESS 
SNACKS
2.5-4.5 oz., Single Serve

NISSIN
TOP RAMEN
6 pk., Beef or Chicken

CHEF 
BOYARDEE
PASTA IN 
SAUCE
14.5-15.5 oz., Select Group

FIORA 
BATH TISSUE 
12 double roll, Select Group

PAPER TOWELS
6 giant rolls

3DAY SALE
Friday, March 1st - Sunday, March 3rd

$299

$199

LOWE’S 
DRINKING 
WATER
32 pk., 16.9 oz.

KOOL AID 
JAMMERS
10 pk., Select Group

$149

FOOD CLUB 
SHREDDED
CHEESE
6-8 oz., Select Group

Limit 1 item per coupon
Limit 1 coupon per customer

With a $10 Additional Purchase
FREE! $8.99/EA.

DIGITAL COUPON FINAL PRICE

$11.99/EA.
- $3.00/EA.

sale price

Limit 1 item per coupon
Limit 1 coupon per customer

with manufacturer’s 
digital coupon

FREE
Digital 

Coupon

Deal

99¢

CRAV’N 
FUDGE 
COOKIES
8.5-12.5 oz., 
Select Group

$399

KEMPS 
ICE CREAM
128 oz., Select Group

88¢
/LB.

DIGITAL COUPON FINAL PRICE

$1.58/LB.
- 70¢/LB.

sale price

digital coupon

Limit 4 pounds per coupon
Limit 1 coupon per customer

LARGE RED TOMATOES
 

Large

99¢

$499

$249

WHOLE 
PORK 
BUTT ROAST
Twin Pack
(Cry-O-Vac)

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS
Frozen
10 lb. bag

U.S. #1 
RUSSET 
POTATOES
10 lb. bag

/LB.

/EA.

/LB.

/EA.

99¢

99¢

BETTY CROCKER 
HELPERS
5-8.7 oz., Select Group

HUNT’S 
PASTA SAUCE
24 oz., Select Group

$199

TILAPIA 
FILLETS
 

49¢

$199

DEL MONTE
BANANAS

APPLES
Granny Smith or
Red Delicious
5 lb. bag

/LB.

/EA.

10 lb. bag

POST CEREAL
11-16.4 oz., Select Group

When You 
Buy One 99¢

/EA.
DIGITAL COUPON FINAL PRICE

$1.99/EA.
- $1.00/EA.

sale price

Limit 2 pkgs. per coupon
Limit 1 coupon per customer

digital coupon

10 lb. bag

5 lb. bag

Previously Frozen for Quality

Limit 2 Packages Per Customer

www.lowesmarket.com

