
 

According to recent information 

from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice (USFWS), a lizard species that 

was once thought to be on the verge 

of extinction, has been found to have 

several thriving populations across its 

historical range in the Edwards Pla-

teau region of Central and West Texas.

Recent research into the Plateau 

spot-tailed earless lizard by the US-

FWS announced that the lizard spe-

cies would not be listed under the 

Endangered Species Act. “We are 

excited to share positive news that 

this lizard that was thought to be in 

major decline, has been found to 
have a healthy population and won’t 
require protection under the ESA,” 
said Jeff  Fleming, the USFWS’ acting 
Southwest Regional Director. “This 
outcome is a direct result of the dedi-
cated eff orts of researchers and con-
servation partners who have worked 
tirelessly to gather crucial data on the 
species. Their work enabled USFWS 
to make informed decisions about the 
lizard’s conservation status.”

In-depth scientifi c research from the 
collaborative eff orts of federal agen-
cies, states, Tribes, and private land-
owners, species such as the Plains 

City locals driving 
through town recently 
may have noticed a little 
more traffi  c than usual and 
a few new faces behind 
cameras and sound equip-
ment on East Holland Ave. 

Alpine was one of the 
locations in the area that 
was able to off er its nat-
ural and rural West Tex-
as small-town scenery as 
a backdrop for the fi lm 
crew shooting a movie 
aptly named Due West.

“I fell in love with Far 
West Texas on a road 
trip with my (now) wife, 
which led us to get mar-
ried here, and make an 
annual pilgrimage to the 
magical and unique re-
gion,” said Evan Miller, 
director, and co-writer of 
Due West.

The film has been 
shooting in the region, 
with locations in Alpine, 
Marfa, and Marathon, 
this past month. Helmed 
by director Evan Miller, 
it stars Adrianne Palicki 
who has made appearanc-
es in familiar works such 
as Friday Night Lights, 
John Wick, and The Or-
ville, among others. 

One spot used in Al-
pine was a room at-
tached to the Sazzon res-
taurant. The space was 
transformed into a small 
pharmacy for one of the 
scenes filmed in town. 
During filming, down 
the street, some offi  cers 
from the Alpine Police 
Department were pres-
ent for traffic control, 
guiding vehicles around 
the crew during some of 
the scenes.

While the complete 

plot will have to be dis-

covered by future fi lm-

goers, according to a 

statement from the com-

pany, Due West is an 

honest attempt to show-

case the beauty and the 

struggles of daily life in 

areas like West Texas.
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Water in 
the Desert 
conference 
a success

West Texas lizard not listed as endangered

Last month’s Water in 
the Desert conference, 
held on the campus of 
Sul Ross State Univer-
sity was a big success 
according to Dr. Louis 
Harveson, founder and 
director of the Border-
lands Research Institute 
(BRI). 

Officials at Sul Ross 
are working to enhance 
the university’s infl uence 
on issues regarding wa-
ter in West Texas. This 
inaugural conference 
for the region brought in 
over 260 attendees, in-
cluding members of the 
Texas House and Senate 
as well as local ground-
water conservation dis-
trict leaders, scientists, 
and perhaps the most im-
portant member of them 
all, Texas landowners.

Dr. Carlos Hernandez, 
President of Sul Ross 
State University com-
mented on the confer-
ence. “Our university, in 
the Chihuahuan Desert, 
in the Big Bend, is per-
haps the most appropri-

See WATER • 6

See LIZARD • 6

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Sul Ross Lady Lobo Marley Rokas (32) chases after a loose ball during a home game at the Gallego Center earlier this 
season against Western New Mexico College. Rokas, a junior, is just fi ve points shy of a career 1,000 points in her three 
years playing for Sul Ross. She will get her chance to become a part of the 1,000-point club this coming Saturday in 
their season fi nale in Brownwood against Howard Payne. 

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Chasing 1,000

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

Movie scenes for ‘Due West’ shot in Alpine

Part of the Due West fi lming crew follows the actor while shooting a scene 
in Alpine. 

Photo by Joh Covington

See DUE WEST • 6

Plateau spot-tailed earless lizard
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Homer Ferguson Mills

Homer Ferguson Mills, 
a native of Alpine passed 
away on Monday, Febru-
ary 5, in Houston, after 
many months battling 
Acute Myeloid Leuke-
mia. He was a rancher, 
conservationist, wildlife 
enthusiast, and a lov-
ing husband, father, and 
grandfather.

 Homer was born on 
April 1, 1952, and grew 
up on the family ranch 
in the Glass Mountains. 
Ranch life and work were 
a passion from a young 
age. Even after the fam-
ily moved into Alpine 
for the children to attend 
school, Homer spent ev-
ery summer at the ranch 
working alongside the 
cowboys. Homer was an 
active member of 4-H 
and FFA, raising sheep 
and participating in wool 
and livestock judging. 
At Alpine High School 
he was Student Council 
President, FFA President, 
Football All-District and 
Super All-West Texas 
team member, and Boys 
State delegate. 

Homer attended Texas 
A&M University in Col-
lege Station. He was a 
proud member of the 
Corps of Cadets and 
served as First Sergeant 
of Company G2, Adjunct 
Offi  cer of Second Battal-
ion, and Executive Of-
fi cer of the Ross Volun-
teers. Homer graduated 
in 1974 with a degree in 
Agriculture Economics.

While attending Texas 
A&M, Homer met his 
wife, Druanne, and the 
two were married in 
1975. They twirled across 
the dance fl oor in love for 

the next 48 years. They 
welcomed their son, Ken-
neth, in 1981.

Homer worked as a 
manager at L&H Packing 
and Luby’s Cafeterias 
but his passion for West 
Texas called him back 
home. Alongside helping 
with the family ranch, he 
worked as a fencing con-
tractor, ranch manager, 
ranch consultant, real es-
tate developer, and Coun-
ty Appraiser. Homer and 
his fence crews built 
many hundreds of miles 
of fence up and down the 
rocky Chihuahuan Des-
ert mountains. For one 
individual he managed a 
dozen ranches.

Eventually, Homer 
would get the opportu-
nity to combine his pas-
sions with his work, and 
for the next 25 years he 
managed the O2 Ranch, 
one of the largest ranches 
in the Trans-Pecos, for 
Lykes Brothers Inc. By 
partnering on research 
projects with Sul Ross 
and the Center for Big 
Bend Studies he helped 
advance conservation 
and archeological stud-
ies and educate the next 
generation.

Homer also gave back 
to the community by 
serving as President of 
the Alpine Cemetery As-

sociation, as a Boy Scout 
leader, and as a member 
of the School Board, Ap-
praisal Review Board, 
Texas Wildlife Asso-
ciation, and Texas Cat-
tle Raisers Association 
among many others.

Preserving the century-
long legacy of the Fergu-
son and Mills families’ 
ranching in the Glass 
Mountains was his stron-
gest passion. He had an 
aff ection for hunting ar-
rowheads, finding the 
most beautiful agate, 
and constantly improv-
ing the property. Homer 
also treasured being able 
to share that special place 
with family and friends, 
especially with kids. He 
hosted many father-son 
hunts and cherished time 
at the ranch with his son 
Kenneth and later as Pa-
paw to Olin, Austin, and 
granddaughter Evie.

Homer leaves behind 
his wife, Druanne Mills; 
his son, Kenneth Mills; 
his daughter-in-law, Ja-
mie Mills; his grand-
daughter, Evelyn Mills; 
his sister and brother-
in-law, Max and Marsha 
Stabel; great-nephew 
Brandon Parr and two 
special loves, Olin and 
Austin Welch, as well as 
many other beloved rela-
tives. 

He was preceded in 
death by his mother and 
father, Eva Jeanne and 
George Mills, sister Car-
ol Ann Dacus, and niece 
Amber Dawn Parr. 

Homer’s funeral was 
held Saturday, Febru-
ary 10 at First Christian 
Church in Alpine with 
burial following at Elm 
Grove Cemetery. In 

lieu of flowers, please 

consider a donation to 

Friends of the Center of 

Big Bend Studies, Box 

C-71, Alpine, TX 79832, 

the Museum of the Big 

Bend, Box C-101 Alpine, 

TX 79832, or a beloved 

charity of your choosing. 

OBITUARIES

Alpine High School fresh-
man Rode Babb participat-
ed in the San Antonio Stock 
Show and Rodeo annual 
calf scramble and placed 
second across the line with 
his calf. Along with his sec-
ond-place fi nish, Babb re-
ceived a $1500 scholarship 
towards a breeding animal 
of his choice.

Courtesy photo

We have a winner!

Musicians rehearse for the 2023 Saturday night show at the Lone Star Cow-
boy Poetry Gathering in Alpine.

Photo by Jessica Brandi Lifl and

Tuning up for Cowboy Poetry

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

TO DISCUSS ALPINE ISD’S

TEXAS ACADEMIC 

PERFORMANCE REPORT

Alpine ISD will hold a public meeting at 

5:30 P.M. on Wednesday, February 21, 2024 to 

discuss Alpine ISD’s rating 

on the Texas Academic 

Performance Report (TAPR).

The meeting will be held

in the Board Room of the Alpine ISD 

Administration Building,

located at 704 W. Sul Ross Avenue, Alpine, Texas.
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*Offers good through April 1st. Customer cash and APR 
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2023 Ford F-150 
SuperCrew XLT

Stock #23133T

MSRP $55,940
*Customer Cash $2750  

1.9% at 36 months
2.9% at 48 months
3.9% at 60 months
5.9% at 72 months

2023 Ford Explorer XLT
Stock #23158T

MSRP $47,470
Customer Cash $750 

APR only available through Ford Motor Credit

0% at 36 months

.9% at 48 months

1.9% at 60 months

3.9% at 72 months

XLT MAX
Stock #24103T

MSRP $69,875
APR only available through Ford Motor Credit 

2.9% at 36 months

3.9% at 48 months

4.9% at 60 months

6.9% at 72 months

Stock #23151T

MSRP $40,780
*Customer Cash $500 

0% up to 60 months

1.9% at 72 months
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2023 F d F 150
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Born and raised in Al-
pine, Annika Canaba is 
an athlete who has made 
the community and her 
family proud repeat-
edly throughout her high 
school and college career. 
As she has chosen to re-
main local and further her 
career as a coach at Sul 
Ross State University, 
the area’s investment in 
her has returned tenfold. 
Her skills that have been 
nurtured here are being 
put to good use.

The new coach was a 
standout for the Lobo vol-
leyball and softball teams 
while she pursued her 
master’s degree in sports 
administration. Canaba 
began this new and excit-
ing chapter after a five-
year illustrious all-time 
leader in vollyeball kills 
and after earning first-
team ASC honors for the 
fourth time in her career.

This past  season, 
Canaba was an assistant 
volleyball coach and will 
now be transitioning into 
softball. 

In an interview with 
the Avalanche, Canaba 
shared that her family 
has played a huge part in 
her impressive trajectory, 
reminiscing about at-
tending Sul Ross athletic 
events with her family 
while growing up. 

“I have very vivid 
memories of attending 
games in the Gallego 
Center, at Jackson Field, 
at the Lobo Softball fi eld, 
and at Kokernot. Even 

then, I don’t think I real-
ized how much this uni-
versity would mean to 
me,” said Canaba.

Canaba was one of the 
most impressive dual-
sport players to come out 
of Sul Ross recently and 
according to her, having 
the opportunity to play 
both of the sports that she 
loved for Sul Ross was a 
huge blessing and an ex-
perience that will not be 
soon forgotten. 

“I’ve grown as a per-
son and learned so much 
about myself and life. 
Having coaches and staff  
that have impacted me is 
something I will always 
be grateful for, but also 
something that motivates 
me to have a positive im-
pact on the players that I 
will coach,” Canaba said. 

For her first softball 
season on this side of the 
dugout, they have quite 
a few returners, many 
freshmen coming in, and 
a lot of talent on the team 
according to the coach.

Canaba will be coach-
ing quite a few of her 
previous teammates this 
season which she says 
has been a weird yet fun 

adjustment.
“I think that because 

we have played together 
and have built a good re-
lationship, the trust that 
usually might take time 
to build has already been 
built. Having that time 
playing with them has 
allowed me to learn the 
best ways to motivate 
them, to push them, and 
to communicate with 
them, which I feel is 
very helpful as a coach,” 
Canaba replied.

Those relationships 
aren’t limited to former 
teammates either, Cana-
ba is now co-working 
with faculty that were 
her guides as a student-
athlete.

“It has been a lot of 
fun and extremely help-
ful to work with familiar 
faces,” said Canaba.

One of the most famil-
iar faces is Canaba’s fa-
ther, Troy Canaba, who 
coached her all fi ve years 
that Canaba played for 
Sul Ross. Now, they get 
to work alongside each 
other, which according to 
the new coach is a huge 
blessing and a lot of fun. 

“Overall, though, the 
staff  here in the athletic 
department is really spe-
cial in the sense that it’s 
very family-like, so they 
have all been like family 
to me and have supported 
me through this transition 
from player to coach,” 
said Canaba.

When asked if there are 
any techniques that she is 
planning to instill in her 
coaching, Canaba shared 

that encouraging a strong 
identity as a person and a 
player has a huge eff ect 
on the athlete. Accord-
ing to the new coach, 
one of the biggest things 
that she wants to have 
is eff ective communica-
tion, maintaining a trust-
ing relationship with the 
players, and encouraging 
their confi dence as both a 
player and a person. 

“A lot of the time we get 
so caught up in the pres-
sure of the game and start 
to question ourselves if we 
aren’t succeeding at the 
time, so just letting them 
know that a bad game or 
a few doesn’t defi ne who 
you are as a person and 
that they just have to con-
tinue to grow and learn,” 
remarked Canaba.

Win or lose, the play-
ers are sure to know that 
Canaba is in their corner.

“They’ve been working 
hard in practice, so I am 
excited to see what these 
girls will do this season,” 
said Canaba.

The tradition continues 
with Annika but is sure to 
continue with the entire 
family as well. Her broth-
er, Jayden, is currently a 
sophomore on the Lobo 
men’s basketball team 
while her younger broth-
er, Jace, is a senior and 
multisport standout for 
the Alpine High School.

With the never-ending 
support from her father 
and fellow athlete broth-
ers, Canaba’s transi-
tion to coach has been a 
bright one for them and 
the community.
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Annika Canaba

Coach Canaba, next generation

The Purobots #11720, 
the robotics team from 
the Terlingua Big Bend 
High School competed 
last Saturday in El Paso 
on the UTEP campus at 
the First Tech Challenge 
League Tournament. Out 
of 21 schools, the Puro-
bots placed sixth while 
also earning the Con-
nect Award. This award 
is given to the team that 
most connects with their 
local science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and 
math (STEM) commu-
nity. The team that wins 
the Connect Award ac-

tively seeks and recruits 
engineers and explores 
the opportunities that are 
available in the world 
of engineering, science, 
and technology. The Pu-
robots are coached by 
Brad Anthenat, who was 
selected for the Com-
pass Award. The Com-
pass Award is given to 
and recognizes an adult 
coach or mentor who 
has provided outstand-
ing guidance and support 
to a team throughout the 
year and demonstrates to 
the team what it means to 
be a professional.

Terlingua robotics team shines in El Paso

Terlingua Big Bend High School robotics team in-
cludes Ervey Sotelo, Zachary Noll, Luna Barrett, 
and Brooke Jenks. Pictured in the back are Anael 
Armendariz, Severino Alday, Coach Brad Anthe-
nat, Maria Ramirez, and Jennyfer Orozco.

According to infor-
mation received from 
the U.S. Border Patrol 
Big Bend Sector, a rou-
tine welfare check on a 
vehicle resulted in the 
seizure of more than 
530 pounds of mari-
juana.

On February 4, U.S. 
Border Patrol agents 
conducted a check 
on a vehicle that had 
stopped and pulled off  
onto the shoulder of the 
road about a mile south 
of the USBP checkpoint 
on Highway 385.

The two Alpine 
agents conducting the 
vehicle check ques-
tioned the driver who 
was a Cuban national. 
The agents noticed sus-
picious-looking bun-
dles that were covered 
by a blanket in the back 
of the vehicle. Upon 
further investigation, 
a Border Patrol canine 
unit indicated the pres-
ence of narcotics and 
the bundles tested posi-
tive for marijuana.

The driver of the ve-
hicle was arrested for 
possession of marijua-
na.

A total of 19 bundles 
weighing in at over 530 
pounds with an esti-
mated street value of 
$424,232.00 were con-

fi scated by agents.
“The vigilance of our 

Border Patrol agents 
from Alpine resulted in 
a signifi cant seizure of 
illegal narcotics,” said 
Big Bend Sector Chief 
Patrol Agent Walter N. 
Slosar. “Our agents, as 
part of their border se-
curity mission, interdict 
illegal narcotics being 
transported across the 
border intended for the 
interior of the country. 
The work they do to 
disrupt Transnational 
Criminal Organiza-
tion’s drug smuggling 
operations is vital to 
protecting our citizens 
from these illegal sub-
stances.”

According to USBP 
offi  cials, the case along 
with the narcotics has 
been turned over to 
the Drug Enforcement 
Agency for further in-
vestigation and pros-
ecution.

USBP traffi  c 

stop results in 

drug seizure

Marijuana bundles 
seized in vehicle stop. 

Photo courtesy of USBP

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

The United States Border Patrol conducted classroom and tactical training 
last week on the Sul Ross Campus. Students were told at the beginning of the 
week to not be alarmed if they saw them with tactical gear around Fletcher 
Hall and at the Mountainside dormitory. 

Photo by Joh Covington

The Center for Big Bend 
Studies (CBBS) at Sul 
Ross has announced the 
creation of a new graduate 
program in Anthropology. 
The creation of the Master 
of Arts in Anthropology 
took months to develop 
but represents a new di-
rection for students at Sul 
Ross as well as research at 
CBBS.

This program is com-
prised of 36 credit hours 
as a thesis-based degree 
plan that includes 24 hours 
in the Anthropology core 
curriculum and 12 elec-
tive credits, six of which 
must be in Anthropology. 
All required courses will 

be routinely off ered on a 
one- or two-year rotation, 
with an expected two-year 
completion. Coursework 
will include hands-on 
training that will aid stu-
dents in the application 
of diff erent methods and 
technologies for the ap-
propriate settings.

“We project admitting 
six students each fall se-
mester to maintain small 
cohort sizes and low stu-
dent-to-professor ratios,” 
said CBBS Director Bry-
on Schroeder.

The development of the 
graduate program coincid-
ed with the re-establish-
ment of the Anthropology 
minor, which according to 
Schroeder has occurred at 
an optimal time to meet 

the growing demand for 
archaeologists. Student 
anthropological work will 
be conducted in collabo-
ration with CBBS to pro-
duce world-class archaeo-
logical research.

“We are excited to of-
fer this new opportunity 
to our students,” said Uni-
versity Executive Vice-
President and Provost 
Dr. Bernie Cantens. “The 
creation of an Anthropol-
ogy graduate program 
complements the current 
focus on conservation and 
habitat management at Sul 
Ross, producing students 
who are better informed 
to meet the diverse chal-
lenges of implementing 
eff ective natural and cul-
tural resource programs.”

New graduate program slated for fall semester
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Practice makes perfect Bill Parham

District Judge 

Bill Parham
for

District Judge 

Elect a full-time Judge with

Experience and Impartiality 

May I have your vote for 394th District Judge?

Early voting: February 20 through March 1

Election day: March 5

Email: billparhamfordistrictjudge@gmail.com

Facebook: Bill Parham for District Judge

VOTE EARLY   VOTE REPUBLICAN

 33 Years experience in criminal law, family law, 

guardianship law, and family law

 Currently- First Assistant District Attorney for 394th 

District Court in Brewster, Presidio and Jeff Davis 

Counties

 I will ensure a fair and just court where all litigants and 

defendants are treated the same and with respect.

 I am a full time prosecutor and I would like to be your 

full time District Judge.

Political ad paid for by Bill Parham Campaign Fund

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Beard and Beard

Billy Davenport

Albert and Kathryn Bork

Busy Bee Quilting Club

Elizabeth Tanksley

Elise Garcia

Faith Hegerfeld

George and Sally Johnson 

www.sunshinehousealpine.com


 

2023 was a great 
year in Alpine. This 
is in no small part 
due to the team of 
city council mem-
bers that we elect 
to represent us. 
We entrust the city 
council to provide 
good governance to 
the citizens of Al-
pine, and that is not a small 
task. City council members 
must make difficult deci-
sions and try their best to 
mitigate issues while mak-
ing their constituents happy. 
They are a critical part of a 
process by which solutions 
to complex problems may 

be fully realized 
and executed. City 
council members 
are selfless public 
servants, and there 
is not a day that 
passes that I do 
not admire council 
members for their 
dedicated volunteer 
service to our com-

munity. I look forward to the 
leadership that the council 
will provide in 2024, and I 
have no doubt that they will 
continue working tirelessly 
to ensure that Alpine is the 
most vibrant and prosperous 
community in the Far West 
Texas desert. 

That being said, I want to 
remind community members 
that you too can make a dif-
ference in city government. 
Every year members of our 
community can choose to 
run for local office and to 
be part of a group of people 
helping Alpine move for-
ward. This year, the citizens 
of Alpine will elect members 
to the Alpine City Coun-
cil for Ward 2, and Ward 4, 
along with the mayor. Ad-
ditionally, Council Member 
Judy Stokes announced her 
planned resignation by May 
2024. This also provides an 
opportunity for individu-
als in Ward 1 to represent 

the residents of Ward 1 on 
the city council. I earnestly 
hope our community mem-
bers will consider running 
for these local offi  ces. 

Residents interested in 
running for Ward 2, Ward 4, 
and the mayor must apply 
by Friday, February 16, by 
5 p.m. Residents interested 
in running for Ward 1 must 
apply by Monday, March 4, 
by 5 p.m. Questions may be 
directed to the city secretary 
at (432) 837-3301, option 
1, or by email to city.secre-
tary@cityofalpine.com. For 
more information, please 
visit www.cityofalpine.com/
elections. 
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHICH POLITICAL OFFICE 

BEING VOTED ON IN THE 

MARCH PRIMARY IS THE 

MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU?

RESULTS

DISTRICT JUDGE

69% 

SHERIFF

4% 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

3% 

SENATORS

3% 

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

1% 

PRESIDENT

20% 

Total votes: 104

Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.
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704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. 
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Which political office 

being voted on in the 

March primary is the most 

important to you?

-President

-Senators

-Members of the House

  of Representatives

-District Judge

-District Attorney

-Sheriff

Elections: An important part of local success

“Long as I remember 
The rain been comin’ 

down.”
— ‘Who’ll Stop the Rain’ 

song lyrics by John Fogerty.

The idea early Sunday 
was to thread some thoughts 
together for this week’s col-
umn. The sunrise through 
the breakfast room window 
was cloudy. A welcome im-
provement, however, from 
Saturday’s most-of-the-day 
deluge.

Dashing out the door for 
church a couple of hours lat-
er, things had changed. Dark 
skies were serving monsoon-
sized showers blended with 
notes of hail.

“Looks like I’ll be late this 
morning,” I thought. Dash-
ing back inside to escape the 
weather.

Honestly, waiting for a 
reprieve in the weather just 
seemed like another chapter 
in the recent week’s string of 
plagues.

“What next,” someone 
asked one day last week. 
“No electricity one week, 
no gas the next. Then an arc-
tic freeze followed by early 
Spring weather and fl oods.”

“I reckon the only thing 
left is locust,” I off ered.

Blank stare. 
“Locust,” I repeated. “You 

know, in the Bible.”
Blank stare. 
“Never mind. I’ll simply 

settle for no tornadoes.” 
I don’t like tornadoes. Not 

that anyone does. But I don’t 
even like “conditions favor-
able for tornados,” as the 
weather prophets foretell.

Maybe it’s related to my 
childhood. I remember 
standing behind my father 
in a doorway of darkness 
framed by bursts of near-

constant lightning 
fl ashes and popping 
power lines and 
piercing sideways 
torrents of rain.

We braved the 
elements together 
at the top of the 
concrete steps with 
safety in the dank 
storm cellar below. 
Watching as the black fun-
nel danced across the other 
side of the small West Tex-
as town of Seymour. Just 
blocks away. Snapping util-
ity poles and threatening 
a steel suspension bridge 
across the Salt Fork of the 
Brazos River.

I remember wanting my 
father to make it stop.

Memories of watching the 
twister gyrate through the 
night, leaving what daylight 
revealed as a path of destruc-
tion, have endured since the 
mid-1950s.

In my third-grade mind, 
my father was invincible. 
With him one step ahead of 
me, I was fearless. However, 
the image of the weather’s 
wild side illuminated by the 
storm that spawned it plays 
vividly in my mind every 
time one of nature’s most vi-
olent forms of wrath comes 
to life.

That was not the only 
night my parents spent rac-
ing through the rain and 
darkness with kids in tow, 
seeking shelter in the storm 
cellar. The underground 
shelters were a way of life in 
West Texas. 

They were also excellent 
places for storing canned 
vegetables or garden-fresh 
onions and potatoes in the 
summer. And cool places for 
kids to play. Literally. 

Playing changed to pray-

ing during nights 
spent waiting out 
the weather. Trying 
to sleep on an army 
surplus cot. Scary 
at any age.

Storm-watching 
was not limited to 
my childhood. I 
watched that tor-
nado go across 

the west side of Oklahoma 
City some 30 or more years 
ago. The good news is I was 
on the east side of the city. 
Ready at the drop of a tor-
nado-tossed hat to hastily 
retreat, if needed.

News of twisters close to 
home always gets my at-
tention. And you can defi ne 
close as 100 miles. Roughly.

Without a West Texas-
style storm cellar, I have no 
place to hide. But in my for-
ty-plus years living in Cen-
ter, the only tornado I recall 
blew through sometime in 
the mid-1980s. I didn’t see 
that one, but the TV weather 
reported it as a tornado.

What I did witness was its 
fury.

Lacking was today’s on-
the-spot reporting that “a 
tornado has been sighted in 
Podunk County, 2.375 miles 
away southeast of Toadhop, 
traveling north-northeast at 
25.782 miles per hour, ex-
pected to be at the intersec-
tion of 78 and 281 in 14.34 
minutes.” It was still obvi-
ous though, that something 
bad was looming. Like dark 
skies at midday.

“You have a phone call,” 
Lois Cooper summoned me. 

“We’re scared,” house-
keeper and babysitter, Mae, 
said. “The plaster is coming 
off  the wall in Robin’s room. 
When I got there, insulation 
and wall studs were punch-

ing through sheetrock. Brav-

ing wind and rain to investi-

gate outside, I saw it. Tallest 

pine tree in my yard. One to 

have caused even mythical 

lumberjack, Paul Bunyon, 

to run and hide. Trunk mea-

suring more than fi ve feet in 

diameter and the top fading 

into the clouds. It was work-

ing its way out of the ground 

with the wind whipping it 

against the house. 

“Go,” I commanded, grab-

bing Mae and the children as 

I ran out the door. 

The alleged tornado not 

only took out seven trees and 

damaged my house but also 

cleaned off  my patio. Took 

metal table and chairs, plus 

a plethora of potted plants, 

and deposited pieces down 

the street.

Other damage reports in-

cluded the Rio Theatre sign, 

the elementary school roof 

two blocks away, and several 

houses.

“So, what about those lo-

custs,” my friend interrupt-

ed. Jerking me out of my 

recollections of storms past. 

Back to 2024.

“Oh, you know,” I said. 

The Biblical account of the 

plagues in the book of Exo-

dus. Disasters inflicted on 

Egypt by God to convince 

the Pharaoh of his wrongdo-

ings. Darkness. Hail. And 

locust. 

Blank stare.

“Did I ever tell you,” I 

continued, “that I still don’t 

like tornadoes? Especially 

since I don’t have my father 

to stand behind. 

“I always thought he could 

make the rain and storms 

stop,” you know?

I remember wanting him to make it stop

2024

GEO CALDERON
Secretary, City of Alpine

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

Joseph Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

202-456-1111

Tony Gonzales

United States House 

of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

202-225-4511

John Cornyn

United States Senate

517 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4305

202-224-2934

Ted Cruz

United States Senate

185 Dirksen Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4306

202-224-5922

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.cityofalpine.com
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Send your community events to 
kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.
com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Feb. 16 Fish Fry, 5:30 to 7 
p.m. American Legion 

Feb. 24 Desert Mindfulness 
Walks and Talks, 2 p.m. at Da-
vis Mountains State Park. Contact 
the park for registration.

March 1 Fish Fry, Knights of 
Columbus at Our Lady of Peace 
parish hall.

March 9 Desert Mindful-
ness Walks and Talks, 2 p.m. 
at Davis Mountains State Park. 
Contact the park for registration.

March 16 Desert Mindful-
ness Walks and Talks, 2 p.m. 
at Davis Mountains State Park. 
Contact the park for registration.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 
E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules are 
available on the front door. For 
more information, call 915-562-
4081 or aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting,
noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-
ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second 
Monday each month, Legion 
Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner 
provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine 
City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at 101 W. Ave E. Weekly running 
club to walk/run 1-3 miles. Meet 
at the Amigo garage and fi nish 
at Amigo. Call 432-837-4012 for 
more information.

Big Bend Amateur Radio 
Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 
Tuesday each month, Frontier 
Masonic Lodge #766, 2300 High-
way 118 North.

Big Bend Community Cho-
rale rehearsals, on Monday 
evenings at 6 p.m. in the Sul Ross 
Fine Arts Building, Room 200. 
All are welcome, but first con-
tact Andrew Alegria at Andrew.
alegria@sulross.edu, call 432-
837-8216, or visit bbcchorale.

wixsite.com/bbcc.   
Celebrate Recovery,  at 

Big Bend Cowboy Church on 
Thursday evenings from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. For more information 
contact CW at 432-386-3628 or 
Stacey at 432-386-2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at Al-
pine Public Library by appoint-
ment only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-
837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Pub-
lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 
432-837-2621 to make an ap-
pointment.  

Exercise Classes, at Sunshine 
House, 402 E. Holland Ave. Tues-
days-yoga and balance, Thurs-
days-strength and conditioning. 
10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Free to all. 
Contact Cindy at 512-423-2409 
for more details.

GED tutoring, at Alpine Pub-
lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 
432-837-2621 to make an ap-
pointment.  

Hike with Homeless Dogs,
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. every Thurs-
day at Davis Mountains State 
Park in collaboration with Grand 
Companions. For more informa-
tion contact Charlie Ewing at 
432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine,
noon, Wednesdays at the Sul 
Ross University Center, room 210   

Late Night Game Night, 9 
p.m. to 11 p.m. every Thursday 
night at Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

Alpine Humane So-
ciety Pet of the Week is 
Finn. Finn and his broth-
er Baxter came into the 
shelter on January 11, 
having been found near 
the city limits. We are 
still getting to know the 
pair, but from what we 
have gathered, they are 
pretty typical puppies.

Finn, although a little 
shyer than his brother, 
is very welcoming and 
excited to see you once 
he has been introduced 
to you.

Finn is still learning 
the leash but gets better 
every day. While in in-
take, he kept his kennel 
clean too, so not much 
house training is needed 
for this young man. Finn 

loves toys and treats and 
is ready for a new play-
mate and a home.

Pet promotions are 
courtesy of the Alpine 
Humane Society. Alpine 
Animal Services handles 
pet adoptions at the city 
shelter, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 2 to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at 2900 E. 
Old Marathon Highway. 
For information about 
shelter pet adoptions, 
cremation services, or 
lost/found pets, call the 
Shelter at 432-837-9030.

The Alpine Humane 
Society Thrift Store and 
Cattery is at 706 N. 5th 
Street in Alpine, open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday. 
The Pet Pantry is at 600 

N. 5th Street. The AHS 
Helpline is 432-837-
2532. To view adoptable 
pets, visit PetFinder.com 
or www.alpinehumane-
society.org, and check 
us out on Facebook and 
Instagram.

PET OF THE WEEK

What is 
your favorite 

animal-related 
fun fact?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Peter Bernstein:
I have a few 

favorite facts, 
and most of 

them are about 
the platypus. 
Th ey lay eggs, 
they don’t have 
a stomach, and 

they have venom 
that is being 

used in studies 
for diabetes 
treatment.

Mary Stephens:
How smart 

crows are. Th ey 
like trinkets, can 
remember faces, 
and hold grudges

Violet Hoi:
Otters hold 

hands while they 
sleep so they 

don’t fl oat away.

Gabriel 
Hernandez:

Seals, or maybe 
it might be sea 
lions, wedge 
themselves 

between rocks to 
sleep underwater.

L

L

L

Brian 
� ompson:

Koalas can sleep 
for 22 hours. 
I wish I was a 

koala.

L

The AHS boy’s golf team hit the links in Pecos last weekend. David Baca was 
the only member of the team to medal. He placed third, while the rest of the 
team improved their overall game by 27 strokes from day one to day two. 
From left are Colt Hale, Mateo Solis, Riley Killingsworth, David Baca, and 
Levi Garcia. 

Courtesy photo

AHS golf team keeps improving

In what activities did 
you participate in high 
school?
I was part of the Alpine 
High football and baseball 
teams.

Who was your favorite 
teacher/coach, and 
why?
By far my favorite coach 
is Coach Dominguez. No 
matter how much I was 
struggling, if I was in 
trouble, or if I just didn’t 
feel like me, he was always 
there to keep my feet 

moving and stay successful.

What was your favorite 
moment of the last four 
years?
My favorite moment in the 
last four years was winning 
our Bi-district football game 
in Ozona against Brady in 
double overtime.

What are your plans 
after high school?

stability in the trade 

chaser).
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111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Joaquin MartinezJoaquin Martinez

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT A 
CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD AT 5:30 P.M. ON 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2024 REGARDING THE FOLLOWING 
CAPTIONED ORDINANCES:

ORDINANCE 2024-02-02: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING APPENDIX 
C – ZONING, ARTICLE I – BASIC ORDINANCE TO THE ALPINE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES; AMENDING THE CITY ZONING ORDINANCE 
TO PROVIDE FOR REGULATIONS IN THE M-1 – INDUSTRIAL 
DISTRICT ZONE; PROVIDING THE  4 OF 5    ESTABLISHMENT OF 
UP TO A $500 PENALTY PER OCCURRENCE FOR VIOLATIONS OF 
THE ORDINANCE. THE PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION HAS 
RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF THIS ORDINANCE.

THE PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 
20, 2024, AT 5:30 P.M. IN CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED 
AT 803 WEST HOLLAND AVENUE TO HEAR CITIZEN VIEWS AND 
COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE.  

COPIES OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY 
HALL LOCATED AT 100 N. 13TH STREET BETWEEN 8:00 A.M. TO 
12:00 P.M. AND 1:00 P.M. TO 5:00 P.M. COPIES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE 
BY EMAIL REQUEST TO CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.COM.   
QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE CITY 
SECRETARY AT (432) 837-3301, OPTION 1.

Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

ESPRESSO...
Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

www.aa-intergroup.org
www.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.petfinder.com
www.society.org
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.laposadamilagro.net
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spotted skunk and the 
dessert massasauga (rat-
tlesnake) in Texas along 
with 58 other species of 
fi sh, wildlife, and plants 
across the Southwest 
have avoided an ESA 
listing, by catalyzing 
conservation efforts to 
help protect these at-risk 
species and their habi-
tats.

Thanks to the Texas 
Comptroller’s Offi  ce and 
Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
several years of funding 
were obtained to enable 
university researchers to 
conduct this study. The 
study revealed that de-
spite the various stress-
ors the species and its 
habitat faced, the lizard 
has been able to maintain 
multiple resilient popu-
lations across an area 
comparable to its native 
range. Also, during this 
study, researchers dis-
covered that the Plateau 
spot-tailed earless liz-
ard and the Tamaulipan 
spot-tailed earless lizard, 
which were previously 
considered subspecies 
of one another, are two 
distinct species. Thanks 
to this research, USFWS 
has determined that the 
Tamaulipan sp. will be 

evaluated on a 12-month 
finding and has been 
added to the USFWS fi s-

cal year 2023-2027 Na-
tional Domestic Listing 
Workplan.

The gritty drama will 
showcase a woman trying 
to keep her life on track 
after unexpected turns af-
fect both her health and 
fi nances, which is a true 
portrayal of the strug-
gles many folks across 
modern and present-day 
America often face.

Set in a small town, 
those behind the film 
were thrilled to get the 
opportunity to shoot in 
the region that it rep-
resents. The director 
and co-writer, Miller, 
was born and raised in 
the panhandle town of 
Pampa and shared his 
commitment to seeing 
true regional and rural 
stories told on screen.

“It was on one of 
those trips that I con-
ceived this fi lm, mixing 
it with my background 
of growing up in the 
panhandle to the is-
sues of today both for 
rural communities and 
through the great state 
of Texas,” said Miller.

Miller believes deep-
ly that such stories 
are often ignored, and 
therefore is passionate 
about bringing them to 
the forefront. 

The mostly Austin-
based crew began pro-
duction on January 23 
and wrapped up fi lming 
on February 8 before re-
turning to central Texas.

“Making this film 
anywhere else was 
not an option and I’m 
proud to say we are a 
Texas-made production 
through and through,” 
Miller said.  

LIZARD • FROM 1

ate location for teachers, 
researchers, legislators, 
and landowners, along 
with conservationists 
and innovators to meet 
and share information 
and ideas about our most 
important resource,” Dr. 
Hernandez said. “We 
were pleased to see the 
immense interest in this 
important topic, and we 
hope this will be the fi rst 
of many years of partner-
ship with the Water in the 
Desert conference.”

This conference was 
funded by state-wide or-
ganizations that included 
the Dixon Water Foun-
dation, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Horizon 
Foundation, King Land 
and Water, Lyda Hill 
Philanthropies, Shield 
Ranch, Still Water Foun-
dation, and the Texas 
Wellspring Fund. Part-
ners in the conference in-
cluded BRI, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife, Rio Grande 
Research Center, and Rio 
Grande Joint Venture.

During the most recent 
2023 legislative session, 
Texas lawmakers created 
the Texas Water Caucus, 
a new legislative group 
dedicated to water poli-
cy. They also approved 

the creation of a $1 bil-

lion Texas Water Fund 

to help finance water 

projects across the state, 

subject to approval by 

voters. The bill was ap-

proved by 77% of voters 

in the November 2023 

election and the fund has 

been earmarked at 75% 

for funding aging infra-

structure and 25% for 

developing new sources 

of water such as desali-

nation plants that are as-

sociated with West Texas 
oil fi elds. “Water is not 
sexy. It’s long-term and 
expensive,” noted Sena-
tor Charles Perry during 
panel discussions at the 
conference.

“Sul Ross is uniquely 
positioned to become a 
research hub and an area-
wide water resource for 
the greater Big Bend re-
gion,” said Dr. Harveson. 
“The Water in the Desert 
conference has injected 
new energy and interest 

in enhancing university 

resources devoted to this 

critical issue. As drought 

deepens, cities spread, 

and pumping increases, 

the pressure on this most 

precious desert resource 

will only grow.”

DUE WEST • FROM 1WATER • FROM 1

“Making 

this film 

anywhere else was 

not an option and 

I’m proud to say we 

are a Texas-made 

production through 

and through.”

— Evan Miller, director, 

and co-writer of Due West

Senator Charles Perry looks on as Senator Cesar Blanco addresses the audi-
ence at the Water in the Desert Conference held last month at Sul Ross State 
University. 

Courtesy photo

Band students from Alpine Middle School recently competed against hundreds 
of other students from 12 other school districts and were selected for the Honor 
Band and All-Region Symphonic Band. Under the direction of Mrs. Marina 
Azar, Lauren Furr was selected to the Honor Band on fl ute, Juan Longino Jr 
for clarinet, and Zane Perkins for tuba. Students selected for the All-Region 
Symphonic Band included Elisia Markin for Symphonic fl ute, Emilie Le Blanc 
for trombone, Jake Vega for clarinet, and Maximus Cramer for baritone.

Courtesy photo

Four of the Alpine 
Fightin’ Buck band stu-
dents were named to the 
All-Region concert and 
symphonic bands recent-
ly. Representing Alpine 
in the All-Region sym-
phonic band were Alyssa 
Barrón and Zöe Arre-
dondo on saxophone and 
for the concert band Ry-
anna Pineada on trum-
pet and Megan Struthers 
on clarinet.

Courtesy photo

Alpine band students make All-Region

AMS Band students selected for All-Region, Honor bands

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS
Property owners have certain rights that may 

reduce their property tax burden.

HOMEOWNERS
Persons who own their residence may claim their home as a residential homestead. 
The filing of this document is only necessary if the homeowner has changed 
homesteads, the appraisal district has requested an updated application, or the 
owner has become eligible for additional exemptions since last year. A copy of a 
current driver’s license must accompany the application. Persons who purchase their 
home during 2024 and the home purchased does not have an existing homestead 
exemption from the prior owner, the new owner may receive a prorated homestead. 
The proration is from the date the homeowner qualifies. Details may be obtained 
from your local appraisal district. Homeowners may also defer the portion of the 
tax on their residence homestead if the value of the home was raised more than 5% 
above the previous year. Although the tax collection is deferred, interest continues 
to run on the unpaid portion of tax at a rate of 8% per annum and the deferred tax 
remains a lien on the property. To apply for the deferral, the owner should contact 
the appraisal district which appraised the property in question and complete an 
application.
 

DISABLED PERSONS
Persons who are disabled under Social Security law are entitled to additional 
exemptions on their residential homestead. Disabled applicants must apply with the 
appraisal district and furnish a determination letter from Social Security. Disabled 
persons receive all benefits on their home that are available to over 65 persons (see 
below).

PERSONS WHO ARE OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE-

EXEMPTIONS AND DEFERRAL
Persons who are over 65 years of age or disabled persons may file for additional 
exemptions and a ceiling on school taxes for their residential homestead if they 
became 65 during 2023 or will be 65 during 2024. Over-65 persons should apply 
for this exemption at the appraisal district office in their county. Over-65 persons 
are also eligible to defer paying the tax on their residential homestead if they wish. 
The taxes continue to accrue during the deferral plus interest, but no attempt will 
be made to force payment during the deferral. Details and an application may be 
obtained from any appraisal district or the State Comptroller.

DISABLED VETERANS
Persons who have been declared disabled by the Veteran’s Administration are eligible 
for additional exemptions on property they own. The declaration letter from VA 
is mailed annually, but the appraisal district only needs a copy in the first year of 
eligibility or if the percentage of disability changes. In certain situations where 
the disabled vet is 100% disabled, unemployable and receiving 100% disability 
compensation, their homestead may be completely exempt. An annual reapplication 
for the 100% exemption may be required by the Chief Appraiser.

FARM AND RANCH OWNERS
Farmers and ranchers may be entitled to receive an alternate method of appraisal 
determined by the farm income to the property. This method is available to farms 
and ranches commercially raising crops or livestock or which are used as a wildlife 
habitat under State guidelines. An application for agricultural use value and 
additional information is available from your appraisal district. Re-filing is only 
necessary if requested to do so by the Chief Appraiser

EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS
Exemption applications for all property tax exemptions including total exemptions 
for charitable, religious, and other total exemptions may be obtained from an 
appraisal district nearest you or through the State Comptroller’s Office at 1/800-252-
9121 or from their website at http://www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/02-
forms.html  

BUSINESS PERSONAL PROPERTY OWNERS
State law requires the filing of a rendition declaring what types of business personal 
property that a person or company owns. Failure to file the rendition will result 
in a 10% penalty. If a fraudulent rendition is filed, a 50% penalty is mandated. A 
rendition can be obtained from the appraisal district office where the property is 
located. Deadline-April 15. A 30-day filing extension is available by written request.

PROTESTING PROPERTY VALUE
Taxpayers whose property value increases by at least $1000 will be mailed a 
reappraisal notice stating the proposed value. The taxpayer may file a protest of the 
value change by completing the protest form that will be included in the notice. An 
informal hearing will be available to taxpayers, and if not satisfied, the taxpayer may 
have a formal hearing before the Bee County Appraisal Review Board.

If you have questions about any of these topics, please contact the Brewster County 
Appraisal District at (432) 837-2332 or come by our office at 107 W Ave E. Alpine, 
Texas. Other information may also be available on the Comptroller’s website at 
comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

www.mmoftexas.com
www.alpineretirementhomes.com
http://www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/02
www.comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax


 

Dear Neil: I need a crash 
course in oak wilt. What 
types of oaks are most like-
ly to be aff ected? How can 
I know if my trees are in 
danger? What precautions 
can I take and who should 
I hire? When can I have 
them pruned?

Those are excellent ques-
tions for anyone who loves 
oak trees. This fungal disease 
(Bretziella fagacearum) was 
fi rst identifi ed in the Upper 
Midwest in 1942. It has since 
been confi rmed in more than 
two dozen states from New 
England to Texas (eastern 
U.S.), and less than one year 
ago it was confi rmed in On-
tario. The roughly 800 spe-
cies of oaks are broken into 
two major categories. The 
red oak group (pointed lobes) 
is by far the more susceptible 
to this disease. Infected red 
oaks will not recover and are 
usually lost within a couple 
of months. The white oak 
group (rounded lobes) is 
more resistant. They are less 
likely to die. In fact, some do 
recover. But oak wilt is still 
of great concern just because 
they are still oaks. Live oaks 
are in between. They are cer-
tainly susceptible, and oak 
wilt has done very signifi cant 
damage to our magnifi cent 
live oak population across 
much of our state.

There is a strong partner-
ship between the Texas A&M 

Forest Service and the Forest 
Health Protection Branch of 
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture Forest Service. The 
discoloration of leaves as 
conducting tissues are dam-
aged is characteristic. They 
are evidence that it is time 
to call in the help of an In-
ternational Society of Arbo-
riculture Certifi ed Arborist to 
confi rm the diagnosis. Sever-
al other problems, including 
gas leaks, herbicide damage, 
and normal late-winter leaf 
drop of live oaks (going on 
now) can resemble oak wilt’s 
eff ects, and a Certifi ed Arbor-
ist will know the proper steps 
to take.

Every gardener thinks of 
pruning their oak trees at 
some point. However, the 
timing of that trimming is 
critical in your dealing with 
oak wilt. The fungal mats 
that form beneath the bark of 

infected trees are produced 
in spring and early summer. 
Pruning must not be done 
between February 1 and July 
15. The acceptable pruning 
time runs from mid-summer 
through fall, and all of winter 
until Valentine’s Day. 

The reason for that timing: 
bark beetles that are involved 
with those mats can carry the 
fungus to exposed wounds on 
otherwise healthy trees. Take 
all precautions not to gouge 
oak trunks as you mow and 
trim grass and coat all cuts 
larger than your thumb with 
some type of paint or pruning 
sealant immediately after you 
fi nish pruning.

There are two other note-
worthy precautions. Remove 
infected dead or dying oak 
timber as quickly as pos-
sible so that it 
cannot serve 
as a source 
of spread to 
healthy trees. 
Do not leave it 
stacked as fi re-
wood. And, if 
your trees are 
growing close 
together, talk 
to your arborist 
about whether 
root grafting 
could be a con-
cern. It may be 
necessary to cut 
trenches be-
tween the trees 

that could be merging their 
roots so that the fungal infec-
tion won’t be able to spread 
underground.

Photo: This is an example 
of a terrible pruning tech-
nique on several levels. Cuts 
were made against trunks 
without regard to branch col-
lars. The result was much 
more surface left exposed. 
Too much top growth was 
removed at one time. Cuts 
were not sealed to protect 
against the spread of oak 
wilt. Cuts were made Eas-
ter weekend – right in the 
middle of the spring “Do not 
trim” season for all types of 
oaks. Photo by Neil Sperry.

Dear Neil: I have these 
two types of weeds every 
year. I put pre-emergents 
down in late winter and 90 

days later, then again in the 

fall, yet I still get these. Is 

there something I can put 

down that won’t kill my St. 

Augustine?

The coarser grass is res-
cuegrass. A fall pre-emer-
gent applied the fi rst week of 
September should prevent its 
germination. You didn’t spec-
ify when your fall treatment 
was made, so perhaps it was 
after that time. The materials 
Dimension, Halts, or Balan 
should work on it. This past 
fall, along with fall 2022, 
were both very hot and very 
dry at that early September 
time. I suspect that some of 
the eff ectiveness of the pre-
emergents was diminished by 
all the watering we had to do 
while it was still too hot for 

the weeds to be sprouting.

Your other weed appears 

to be annual bluegrass (Poa 

annua). The same three pre-

emergents are labeled for its 

control, but there is research 

from several southern ag 

schools saying that it is more 

diffi  cult to control and that 

it appears to be developing 

some level of resistance. All 

I can suggest there is that you 

“stay tuned.” We can hope 

that a new product will come 

into the market that will off er 

better prevention.

Have a question you’d like 

Neil to consider? E-mail him 

at mailbag@sperrygardens.

com. Neil regrets that he 

cannot reply to questions in-

dividually.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Fort Worth theater:

      ____ Manana

  5  TXism: “got knocked

      down _  ___ or two”

  6  XIT Ranch covered

      ____ counties

  7  Anthony: “Leap ____

      Capital of the World”

  8  month of Texas

      Poetry Day (abbr.)

  9  Halloween “treat” 

      opposite (2 wds.)

15  TXism: “never sign

      anything by the 

      glow of a ____ light”

17  TXism: “could talk _  

      _____  __ of a ditch” 

21  Texas “Pretty Paper”

      singer, Orbison (init.)

22  TX George Jones’

      “The Race __  __” 

23  George H.W. illness 

      on 1992 Tokyo trip

24  TXism: “___  __  _

      wet hen” (angry)

30  old series: “Texas

      John _________”

34  Davy’s state (abbr.)

35  TXism: “restless as

      _  ___  __ church”

36  Alpine, TX is named

      for these mountains

37  TX comedian/actor,

      Foxx

39  Texas boomtown

      hotel: “a cross be-

      tween _  ____  ____ 

      ___ a fl ophouse”

43  TXism: “scared the

      dickens out __  ‘__”

44  “The Lone ______”

45  ex-Mav. Alex (init.)

46  greenish-blue color

  1  Palo Duro ______

  2  TXism: “just down

      the road _  _____”

  3  Cruz & Cornyn

  4  Texas sun

      sometimes?

  9  Ozona High class

10  Cannonsnap Creek

      was misnamed for

      this in 1837 (2 wds.)

11  prickly heat

12  TXism: “_  ___          

      sheared like a spring 

      lamb” (swindled)

13  Texas bluebonnet: 

      “El ______”

14  ex-Cowboy LB

      Norton (init.)

48  TXism: “a legend in 

      his own mind” (big ___) 

49  TXism: “How __ doing?

51  state park located in

      Gonzales County

54  precedes Soto or Leon

55  TX Jim Reeves tune:

      “__ I Losing You?”

56  yankee description 

      of Texans?

57  TXism: “wobbles like

      a _______ calf”

60  “rise

      and _____”

61  TXism: “in a

      coon’s ___”

62  high tech city:

      ___ Colinas

63  road curve

16  Texas pitching 

      legend (2 wds.)

18  TXism: “pick __

      the litter”

19  TX Cindy Garner

      book: “The _______  

      Jokebook About Men”

20  TX Tommy who won

      ten Tony Awards

24  “__” Ferguson: fi rst

      female governor

25  also known as (abbr.)

26  TXism: “shin___” 

      (big event)

27  loved

28  Texas forage crop

29  TXism: “he’s all

      show ___  __ go”

31  Texas-based

      “Steak and ___”

32  TXism: “woke __

      _ bear” (in trouble)

33  TXism: “fast as a

      rat up a ______”

38  1952 western: 

      “The Texan _____

      Calamity Jane”

40  Texas singer,

      Gilley (init)

41  that is (abbr.)

42  female church

      leader

47  Yo __ Digo Creek

50  Texas or Iowa town

52  Texas traditional  

      knowledge

53  TX Jules Bledsoe’s      

      “Old ___ River”

58  SeaWorld San 

      Antonio has this in

      its “Orca Encounter”

59  TXism: “got a heart

      as ___  __ Texas” 

      (kind)
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Alpine Avalanche

Sale ends 2/29/24

Improper pruning of oaks can lead to fungal disease

   August 4, 1944

Captain Vick Winter of Alpine will be hon-

ored during the exercises held at the airbase 

tomorrow. Winters is a missing AAF pilot 

who will receive notice for extraordinary 

achievement and heroism in aerial combat.

August 28, 1953
Some things never change on the Sul 
Ross campus. Pictured here, is the front 
side view of the Morelock academic 
building in 1953.

August 30, 1947

Students in Shang-

hai gather at the 

railroad station to 

send off  the non-

partisan peace 

delegation. Their 

banner that says, 

“U.S. Army – Go 

back your sweet 

home” is a part of 

their anti-civil war 

movement.

August 28, 1953
The 1953-54 Alpine 
High School student 
council has been 
elected for the school 
year. School offi  cials 
have been encourag-
ing the development 
of student-based 
governments to en-
courage students to 
nurture responsibil-
ity and prepare them 
for their future.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

www.morrisonhardware.com
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 Sports

The Alpine High School 
girls’ track team descended 
upon El Paso this past Friday 
to compete at their fi rst meet 
of the season. These girls per-
formed well overall and will 
be a force in district and area 
competitions this season.

Coach Cory Cason heads 
up the girls’ team, and while 
there are a few newcomers to 
the team, there are still solid 
performers from last season 
on her roster.

“Our seniors, including 
Valeria Crespo, Mia Mor-
ris, Novah Carrasco, Ali 
Maroney, and Sierra Ruck-
man will defi nitely spotlight 
this year. They are a group 
of dedicated young women 
who love competition and 
challenge, and who have am-
bitions of competing at the 
college level,” said Cason.

Last year, the girls’ team 
had a strong anchor in Van-
essa Rice, who graduated and 
signed with a college in Ne-
braska. Cason says her contri-
bution will be missed, but that 

this year’s seniors combined 

with some of the younger, ex-

perienced runners make for a 

solid threat in the district.

“We have some experi-

enced cross-country runners 

who will be competing in all 

events, especially the longer 

races. Emy Hernandez, Hope 

Dominguez, Molly Garrett, 

and Collette Fowlkes can be 

counted on to compete well 

this season,” Cason added.

On top of these runners 

who have experience at the 

high school level, Cason is 

also the head coach for the 

girls’ middle school track 

and fi eld team, so her work 
with this year’s freshman 
team members such as Kylie 
Maroney, Sophie Janis, Abby 
Bruttomesso, and Ailea Fiero 
is already established. She 
believes these young ladies 
will only continue to improve 
their numbers and work hard 
to earn the points needed for 
Alpine’s fourth district and 
area titles.

Although, there is a lot of 
promise in this year’s team, 
Cason doesn’t take for grant-
ed the areas that need im-
provement and what she can 
do to help her team become 
better competitors.

“Our distance numbers 
still need improvement. The 
3200m race requires a cer-
tain type of runner, and while 
our distance runners from the 
fall cross-country mostly run 
other events, it will be a chal-
lenge to fill the three spots 
needed for this race,” Cason 
replied. “We also need to in-
crease our thrower numbers, 
but we are planning ahead as 
we train our middle school 
athletes.”

Overall, Cason knows 
that her biggest challenge in 
coaching these young ath-
letes is to help them develop 

mental toughness and resil-
ience. “Developing mental 
toughness and resilience 
is one of the more diffi  cult 
aspects of being an athlete 
that we focus on besides 
fundamentals. These are two 
things, that when established 
can take a good athlete and 
make them a great athlete,” 
said Cason.

 This past weekend at the 
Parkland Invitational, runners 
Valeria Crespo, Danica Mul-
holland, and Khristal Soto 
showed the strength of this 
year’s team while younger 
runners Kylie Maroney, So-

phie Janis, and Abby Brut-
tomesso added their own 
toughness to the team’s dy-
namics.

In the varsity events, which 
included the 100m, and 
200m, Crespo took fi rst place 
in both events, followed 
by Mulholland who placed 
fourth and fi fth respectively, 
and Soto who placed 10th 
and 11th respectively.

The other events Alpine 
placed in included the 100m 
Open, 200m Open, 800m 
Open, and the 1600m Open.

In the 100m Open, Ma-
roney placed second fol-
lowed by Janis in fi fth place. 
In the 200m Open, Maroney 
took third place followed by 
Janis in seventh.

The 800m Open and 
1600m Open showcased 
Bruttomesso and Garrett. 
Bruttomesso placed third in 
the 800m followed by Gar-
rett in fourth place and in the 
1600m, Garrett placed fourth 
and Bruttomesso placed 
ninth.

Next up for the Alpine girls 
are the Queen City Relays to 
be held tomorrow in Del Rio.

The Sul Ross Lady Lo-
bos have faced a series of 
struggles lately on the bas-
ketball court. Despite some 
outstanding performances 
by key players, these ladies 
have failed to triumph in 
their last several games.

Although the defeats are 
heartbreaking, the Lady Lo-
bos never quit and fi ght to 
the end.

Sul Ross recently hosted 
Hardin-Simmons, the na-
tionally ranked team from 
Abilene. Down by four early 
on in the fi rst quarter, Marley 
Rokas would tally a layup 
for the Lobos followed by a 
jumper by Victoria Aguayo 
to tie the score.

Hardin-Simmons pulled 
ahead by six until Rokas 
on an assist by Ariana Es-
calante cut it back to four. 
Hardin-Simmons would 
take a nine-point lead with 
just over four minutes left in 
the quarter when Cheyenne 
Bonilla hit a three-pointer to 
cut the defi cit back to six.

Another nine-point lead 
by Hardin-Simmons would 
be followed by a 5-0 run by 
the Lobos to close the gap 
to four with another three-
pointer made by Escalante 
and a layup by Jema Padilla. 

The second quarter began 
with Emily Bunger going 
two-for-two on a 6-0 run 
along with a jumper in the 
paint from Diaz. Despite 
the valiant eff ort, the Lobos 
would trail by 13 at the half.

In the fi rst half of the third 
quarter, Hardin-Simmons 
would lead by as much as 17 
points when Sul Ross’ Diaz 
and Bonilla cut the defi cit to 
11. Another three-pointer, 
this one from Diaz, with just 
over six minutes left brought 
the Lobos to within 10. Har-
din Simmons would go up 
again by 17 when they’d fi n-
ish the quarter on a 4-0 run.

Despite their best eff orts, 
Sul Ross would see defeat 
71-82.

In their second home 
game of that same week, the 
Lady Lobos took on the War 
Hawks from McMurray, 
and would just fall short of 
the win in the fi nal quarter. 
Rokas would complete her 
fourth-straight double-dou-

ble on the season against the 
War Hawks.

Sul Ross began the contest 
on a high note, leading by as 
much as 11 in the fi rst quar-
ter. A 6-0 run led by Aguayo 
followed by a 10-0 run by 
the Lady Lobos would put 
them up 16-5. The quarter 
would end with a 5-0 run 
by the War Hawks, but they 
would trail by six at the top 
of the second.

The second quarter saw 
eff orts from Bonilla, Diaz, 
and Aguayo contribute to a 
6-0 run for the Lobos, leav-
ing McMurry to trail by 12, 
followed by a 7-0 run that 
cut McMurry’s defi cit to fi ve 
followed by a 4-0 run to cut 
it to three.

The Lobos lead by seven 
with just over a minute and 
a half left before the break. 
McMurray would bounce 
back with a couple of three-
pointers to cut the Lobos’ 
lead down to one at the half.

Between the two teams, 
they would tie up the game 
five different times in the 
third quarter. Thanks to a 
jumper from Bunger, the Lo-
bos tied the score at 49-all at 
the end of the third.

The fi nal quarter had three 
diff erent lead changes, with 
the Lobos down by four 
before Rokas and Bonilla 
would tie it up 53-all. Both 
teams would battle back 
and forth until Bonilla on a 
clutch three with just over a 
minute and a half left in the 
contest put the Lobos on the 
board to within one. A foul 
would send the War Hawks 
to the free-throw line, where 
they’d hit 1 for 2. 

Rokas would once again 
tie up the game at 65-all with 
a pair of free throws with 
under 30 seconds remaining 
before the buzzer when Sul 
Ross would gain a foul, put-
ting McMurray at the free 
throw line once again, land-
ing three of them to take the 
lead at the buzzer, defeating 
the Lobos 65-68.

Next up for the Lady 
Lobos was a trip to Belton 
to take on the Crusaders of 
Mary Hardin-Baylor in their 
second match-up of the sea-
son. Sul Ross fell to the Cru-
saders at home on December 
16, 55-74. Unfortunately, 
they would not see a win 
against UMHB the second 
time around.

Rokas would have a 
career-high game against 
the nationally-ranked team, 
scoring 34 points against the 
Crusaders despite the Lobos’ 
loss of 74-90.

Sul Ross’ next contest 
was on Saturday, February 
3 to face the Tornados of 
Concordia. The Lady Lo-
bos defeated the Tornados 
back in December, 74-69. 
Saturday’s contest was a bit 
closer, yet the Lady Lobos 
pulled off  a win, defeating 
the Tornados once again, 
64-61.

Next up the Lady Lobos 
took another shot at LeTour-
neau and East Texas Baptist 
in their fi nal homestand of 
the season. Last Thursday 
would see Sul Ross pull off  
another defeat of Le Tour-
neau at home, 74-62, fol-
lowed by a loss to ETB on 
Saturday, 58-63. Before the 
start of these two games, Ro-
kas was just 47 points away 
from joining the 1,000-point 
club. In her three-year ca-
reer at Sul Ross, Rokas has 
scored 953 points prior to 
these last home games and 
sits eighth on the program’s 
all-time scoring leaders list. 

At the completion of these 
two last home games of 
the season, Rokas needs 
only five points to hit that 
1,000-point mark, which 

should be easy for the dou-
ble-digit scorer at the Lady 
Lobos final game against 
Howard Payne on Saturday 
in Brownwood.

AHS girls run well in fi rst meet of the season

Rokas tallies double-doubles, career-high 34 points while chasing 1,000

 The Alpine High School girl’s track team did 
well at the El Paso Parkland Invitational this past 
weekend. These runners all placed in the top 10 
in all but one race. Pictured are Kylie Maroney, 
Sophie Janis, Molly Garrett, Abby Bruttomesso, 
Danica Mulholland, and Valeria Crespo.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Sports Schedule
FIGHTIN’ BUCK BASKETBALL

Feb. 19-20 Bi-District
Feb. 22-24 Area

FIGHTIN’ BUCK POWERLIFTING

Feb. 15 Wink GLQ
Feb. 22 Pecos BLQ

FIGHTIN’ BUCK TRACK & FIELD

Feb. 16 Queen City Relays Del Rio
Feb. 24 Comanche Relays Fort Stockton

BUCK BASEBALL

Feb. 16 Alpine vs Monahans (scrimmage) 
JV 4:30 p.m. Varsity 7 p.m.
Feb. 19 Pecos vs. Alpine JV 4:30 p.m. Var-
sity 7 p.m. 

LADY BUCK SOFTBALL

Feb. 15-17 Tx Lead off  Tourney @ College 

Station TBA Pecos JV Tournament @ Pecos 

TBA

Feb. 20 Alpine vs Andrews JV 5 p.m. Var-

sity 7 p.m. 

TENNIS

Feb. 16 RCHS Winter Invitational @ Regan 

County

Feb. 23 Fort Stockton Invitational @ Fort 

Stockton

BOYS GOLF

Feb. 16-17 Fort Stockton Tournament

Feb. 27 Iraan JV

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Brought to you by

ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 North Highway 118

432-837-2518

GAS • DIESEL • PROPANE

Fuels

GUILLERMO BUSEYGUILLERMO BUSEY

Guillermo Busey is the ultimate teammate and 

team player. Over the last 3 games he has shot 50% 

from the field including a game winning basket in 

overtime, on the road against Kermit. 

A N N I V E R S A R Y

PECOS | ALPINE | MARATHON       TRANSPECOS.BANK

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE CHUCKWAGON BREAKFAST

commitment to our community runs deep, intertwining with 

the fabric of our heritage. we are honored to be part of 

history and traditions, as well as partner in progress.

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE CHUCKWAGON BREAKFAST

www.transpecos.bank
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Joe Portillo
Candidate for County Commissioner Pct. 3

What qualifi cations do you have for this position?
Having served as a city councilman and currently on the Alpine ISD school 

board, I have experience working with the public and those who elected me to 
those positions. Looking forward to working with the County Judge and fellow 
commissioners for the betterment of Pct. 3 and Brewster County.

Why do you think you are the best person for the job?
I am an open-minded individual who will listen to my constituents and will 

have an open-door policy! I am willing to work with the citizens of Marathon 
and Pct. 3 constituents in Alpine as well as the people in South Brewster County.

Editor’s note: In the contested race 
for County Commissioner Precinct 3 in 
Brewster County for the March 5 Re-
publican and Democratic primaries, we 
asked the candidates a two-part ques-
tion: What qualifi cations do you have for 
this position, and why do you think you 
are the best person for the job?

Here are the responses we received.

BREWSTER COUNTY 

COMMISSIONER PCT. 3

Jesse Gonzales, Jr.
Candidate for 83rd District 

Attorney
Why are you seeking office or 

re-election and what experience do 
you have that qualifi es you for the 
District Attorney’s position?

I am running for District Attorney 
because I feel as though my diverse ex-
perience makes me the best candidate.  I 
am committed to working together with 
law enforcement to prosecute off enders 
who commit crimes in our counties and to 
protect the border region from drug and 
human traffi  ckers. 

I have been practicing law for 27 years, 
all in this area and predominantly in crim-
inal law.  I have served as District Attorney 
(2009-2012) and fully understand the re-

sponsibilities of the position.  I maintain 

a very good relationship with the law 

enforcement agencies in the region.

What are the most pressing is-

sues you see facing the offi  ce you’re 

seeking?

Staffi  ng and budget.  I will begin re-

viewing budgets after the election and 

formulate what I feel will be a staffing 

model that fi ts the budget.

Dockets.  When appropriate, I will re-

quest a copy of the pending cases and be-

gin working on a plan to “hit the ground 

running” on January 1, 2025.

What are your goals for the offi  ce?

Establishing a District Attorney’s office 

that is tough but fair.  One that is available 

to provide assistance to law enforcement so 

that cases are prosecuted in a timely manner, 

avoiding delays in the administration of justice.

What do you plan to accomplish in 

your fi rst 30 days? In your fi rst 90 days?

In my first 30 days, I will meet the 

Sheriff ’s, Chiefs of Police, and other law 

enforcement agency heads to off er what-

ever assistance my offi  ce can provide and 

to introduce myself and the staff  to them.  

I will also meet with the District Clerks 

and Judges for the purpose of under-

standing their policies and procedures for 

maintaining the criminal dockets. 

In the fi rst 90 days, my goal will be to 

have set cases for either jury or bench tri-

als.  I will work diligently at moving cases 

so that victims’ rights are protected, and 

justice is administered in a timely manner.

What do you think is the most im-

portant skill to being a good district 

attorney?

Hard to rank because this position 

requires multiple traits and skills.  While 

being a competent attorney is certainly 

an important skill, as the District Attor-

ney, the ability to lead and trust the pro-

fessionals that I hire is equally important.

What distinguishes you from 

other candidates?

I have served in multiple capacities in 

public service for over 30 years and fully 

understand the demands of public ser-

vice.  I have worked in law enforcement, 

and I have also worked in municipal gov-

ernment, preparing budgets and super-

vising employees at all levels (including 

overseeing a police department).  I am 

capable of making tough decisions and 

not placing the burden on my staff .

How would you pick your staff ?

I will recruit my staff .  I will not rule out 

off ering some current employees a posi-

tion in my administration.

How can the District Attorney 

have an impact on the drug is-

sues and immigration facing the 

region?

The obvious answer is to be vigilant 

in prosecuting these cases.  The fact is, 

we live in an area that has long been 

known as a hotbed for traffi  ckers.  I will 

be active with the Border Prosecution 

Unit and utilize the resources provided 

by the Governor’s Offi  ce to directly fi ght 

the criminal organizations involved.  

These very issues are a big reason I have 

decided to run for District Attorney.

83RD DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Editor’s note: In the contested race for 83rd District Court District Attorney for the March 5 Republican and Democratic primaries, we asked the candidates several 
questions. Below are the responses we received.

394TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDGE

Editor’s note: In the contested race for the 394th Judicial District Judge position in the March 5 Republican and Democratic primaries, we asked the candidates 
several questions. Below are the responses we received.

Monty Kimball
Candidate for 394th District 

Judge
What made you decide to run for 

the 394th District Judge position?
Since I retired from the United 

States Attorney’s Offi  ce, several persons 

have mentioned that I should seek a ju-

dicial position. While I have continued 

to practice and continued to try cases, I 

was ready for a new challenge. I know I 

have the experience and ability to con-

tinue to serve the West Texas communi-

ties and my experience in representing 

a great variety of clients in all sorts of 

litigation make this role a natural fit 

for me.

What is your judicial philosophy? 
I favor judicial restraint as opposed 

to judicial activism. A judge should defer 

legislative intent, including the settled 

rules of legislative interpretation, and 

binding precedent rather than interpret-

ing the law to favor some preconceived 

outcome. 

What qualifi cations do you pos-
sess besides being an attorney that 
makes you a suitable candidate for 
394th District Judge? 

My primary qualifi cations are my life 
experiences both inside and outside the 
practice of law. I grew up on a ranch and 
operated a retail business prior to enter-
ing law, so I have practical life experi-
ences in the real world that give me a 
diff erent perception than someone who 
went straight from law school into prac-
tice. I have tried over 100 jury trials and 

mediated several hundred cases, both 
civil and criminal. I have tried cases be-
fore approximately 25 diff erent judges, 
both state and federal, and watched 
how they handled their dockets and tri-
als. I have appeared before many more 
judges in various matters. I have exten-
sive experience in civil law and criminal 
law, having started my career in El Paso 
trying civil cases in a high tower law 
fi rm, to a private practice with clients 
such as Exxon Mobil, to a career as a 
federal prosecutor in the same 5 coun-
ties that make up the 394th judicial 
district. Since leaving the United States 
Attorney’s Offi  ce I continued in private 
practice and continued to try cases. 
I have tried many types of civil cases 
including negligence, product liability, 
medical malpractice, fraud, malicious 
prosecution, breach of fi duciary duty, 
family law, guardian law, breach of 
contract, and commercial cases. I have 
tried cases in the criminal arena both 
as a prosecutor and a defense attorney. 
This broad range of experience makes 
me the most qualifi ed for this job.

Have you ever been sanctioned, 
or found in contempt by a judge or 
the State Bar? 

No.

What, if any, are the biggest 
changes you intend to make if you 
take the bench? 

I will follow the established ways of 
conducting business until I have a full 
chance to evaluate what changes need 
to be made. I do anticipate more in-
person hearings.

What do you believe are the big-
gest problems currently facing the 
West Texas justice system? 

The 394th covers a large geographi-
cal area with a long border with Mexico. 
Dealing with the border issues is a 
constant challenge that I dealt with as 
an Assistant United States Attorney for 
the Pecos Division, covering these fi ve 
counties as well as fi ve others. The court 
should ensure all fi ve counties are ad-
equately served, including meeting and 
conferring with county offi  cials regard-

ing their concerns, balanced against the 
proper administration of justice. I intend 
to conduct remote hearings, when pos-
sible, but will not hesitate to require in-
person hearings when needed.

What is your strategy in regard 
to dealing with cases involving 
methamphetamines, both child 
welfare cases and criminal cases? 

Every case will be evaluated on its 
own facts. We as a society and especially 
in judicial proceedings must protect our 
children, but at the same time, we must 
fully value the family unit. Those factors 
require a balance of weighing the evi-
dence and the risk of harm, both to the 
child and the family, that will just have 
to be decided on the facts as shown in 
each individual case. Criminal cases will 
also be fact-specifi c, taking into consid-
eration such factors as criminal history, 
the amount and purity of the drug, if 
the transaction or crime contained a 
risk of physical harm or death to the 

defendant and others, personal use or 
traffi  cking, role in the off ense and so on. 
Other factors are to the extent which the 
public needs to be protected from the 
individual and whether the imposition 
of a certain level of punishment will act 
as a deterrent to others. These and other 
sentencing factors are well-known and 
established, but each case will have to 
be evaluated on its own. 

While you are running as a Re-
publican in a historically Democratic 
area, how will your personal politics 
infl uence your decisions as a judge?

 They will not. District judges in Texas 
generally run under a party designation, 
but once elected, the judge should ap-
ply the law evenly and fairly, without 
regard to party affiliation. I have ap-
peared before enough judges to know 
how to rule on the law without insert-
ing any personal bias into the mix, just 
as Judge Ferguson and Judge DeHart did 
as Democrats.

Bill Parham
Candidate for 394th District 

Judge
What made you decide to run for 

the 394th District Judge position?
When I returned as a prosecutor in 

the 394th Court in October 2021, I was 
asked by a couple of individuals if I 
would run against Judge Roy Ferguson. 
My answer was: no, I would not run 
against Judge Ferguson. About a year 
and a half later, now in August 2023, 
I was asked again if I would consider 
running for Judge. My answer was, “No, 
I will not run against you.” I was asked 
that question again, and it took a min-
ute to realize he was not going to run 
for reelection. I talked to my wife about 
it, said more than a few prayers, then, 
made my decision to run. To me, being 
the District Judge will be the pinnacle of 
my legal career. Being a judge, I have al-
ways considered to be the highest honor 
a lawyer could ever achieve. I have the 
experience, impartiality, and indepen-
dence to be the Judge. I have practiced 
in 34 counties in Texas. Six of my 18 years 
as a prosecutor have been in the 394th 
District Court. Now is my opportunity to 
be the District Judge in the same court. I 
was not born here in West Texas, but Al-
pine is my home. This is why I am asking 
the voters of the fi ve counties for their 
votes to be the next 394th Judicial Dis-
trict Judge. It is an unmeasurable honor 
for me. So, I ask, “MAY I HAVE YOUR VOTE 
TO BE YOUR JUDGE?”

What is your judicial philosophy?
I believe in the 3-I’s; Integrity, Im-

partiality, and, Independence. “I will 
ensure a fair and just court where all 
litigants and defendants are treated the 
same and with respect.” The Texas Code 
of Judicial Conduct Canon 1 states “An 
independent and honorable judiciary is 
indispensable to justice in our society.” 
Canon 2 A states “A judge shall comply 
with the law and should act at all times 
in a manner that promotes confi dence in 
the integrity and impartiality of the judi-
ciary.” These are guidelines for the Court’s 
conduct. I am a believer in accountabil-
ity. I will also consider compassion, but 
only when the facts of the case merit 
it. Every case will be judged on its own 
evidence. I will follow the four words 
engraved above the steps to the United 
States Supreme Court: “EQUAL JUSTICE 
UNDER LAW.”

What qualifi cations do you pos-
sess besides being an attorney that 
makes you a suitable candidate for 
the 394th District Judge?

During my legal career, I have taught 
ethics, criminal, and family law at Ange-
lina College. I have also taught the Texas 
penal code, criminal procedure, arrest, 
search and seizure, and courtroom pro-
cedure at the Police Academy at Sul Ross 
State University.

Prior to law school, I worked in the 
marketing department of American Tele-
phone and Telegraph Company (AT&T). I 
was the fi rst in my family to attend col-
lege. I graduated with a Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Business Administration. I know 
what it means to run a business. I have 
done so in my law practice. Even today, I 
put in long hours as a prosecutor. It is not 
every day, but it is more than seldom. As 
a judge, I see long hours ahead. Being 
the judge will not be a retirement-in-
place job. It will require the willingness 
and devotion to do the job. My training, 
continuing legal education, and actual 
life experiences will serve to enhance 
my qualifi cations to be the next District 
Court Judge.

Have you ever been sanctioned, 
or found in contempt by a judge or 
the State Bar?

NO

What, if any, are the biggest 
changes you intend to make if you 
take the bench?

I do not want to change the use of 
Zoom where appropriate. I will not ex-
pect a litigant to pay travel time for an 
out-of-town lawyer to appear in person 
for a 10-minute status conference and 
charge the client hundreds of dollars for 

travel. I am considering criminal pleas to 
be in person. If you come here and get 
arrested and indicted for a crime, if you 
decide to plea or have a trial, you will do 
so in person. 

The biggest change I want to make 
is to hire a full-time court reporter. 
Currently, we use an out-of-state tran-
scriber service. There are lengthy delays 
in receiving transcriptions of court pro-
ceedings. Delays cost money and create 
setbacks. 

I also plan to be able to take pleas 
anytime. If there is an agreement be-
tween the State and the defense to 
enter a plea, I don’t want to wait until 
docket day next month to dispose of the 
case. Let’s enter a plea when ready. This 
will save time and money and eliminate 
delays. 

The same thing goes for proba-
tion compliance. I plan to have regular 
status conferences. The idea is to help 
probationers successfully complete their 
probation. There will not be a revolving 
door to the courtroom.

What do you believe are the big-
gest problems facing the West Texas 
justice system?

The biggest problems are money 
and lack of growth. I would love to have 
the funding for a Veterans Court. I have 
worked as a prosecutor in a county that 
has a Veterans Court program. It ad-
dresses PTSD, suicide, and illegal drug 
usage among the veterans. It is very 
strict, but it is successful. Just like the 
Veterans Court, we need a Drug Court 
program to address addiction. We do 
not have the businesses to provide the 
services nor a sustained source of fund-

ing to pay the service providers. We are 
also lacking in jury participation for tri-
als. We have had occasions to cancel jury 
trials due to a lack of participation by the 
communities to serve for jury trials.

What is your strategy regarding 
dealing with cases involving meth-
amphetamines, both child welfare 
cases and criminal cases?

This question creates many scenarios 
to address in answering. My strategy 
will encompass help and accountabil-
ity: Help if there is an addiction issue 
and accountability to follow the help 
provided. My fi rst concern as the judge 
in a case brought before me involving a 
child and meth will be what is in the best 
interest of the child. Illegal narcotics are 
just that: illegal. My fi rst concern is the 
protection of the child and then how 
to deal with the off ender. The facts and 
circumstances of each will be the guide 
to the disposition of the case. Every case 
will be decided on its own merits.

While running as a Republican in 
a historically Democratic area, how 
will your personal politics infl uence 
your decisions as a judge?

My personal politics will not influ-
ence my decisions as a judge. I will nev-
er be an activist from the bench. There 
is no place for politics in a courtroom. 
The law is the law. When I put on the 
robe and take the bench, my decisions 
about a case shall be based solely on 
the evidence and not upon my personal 
thoughts, opinions, or any other per-
sonal infl uences.

Election Q&A
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Coverage to live the
life you want

•• Auto Insurance

•• Business Insurance

• Home Insurance

DonaWBlevins

Your Local Agent

License #1234211

PO BOX 2075

ALPINE, TX 79831-2075

dblevins@farmersagent.com

CCaallll 443322--883377--22222255 ttooddaayy!!
For a no-obligation quote.
Advertisement produced on behalf of the following speci�c insurers and seeking to obtain business for insurance underwritten by

Farmers Insurance Exchange, Fire Insurance Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company, Farmers Insurance
Company ofWashington (Bellevue, WA) or a�liates. In TX: insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange, Fire Insurance
Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company, Farmers Texas County Mutual Insurance Company, Mid-

Century Insurance Company of Texas or Texas Farmers Insurance Company. In NY: insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance
Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company or Farmers New Century Insurance Company. Home o�ce, Los
Angeles, CA.

Each insurer has sole �nancial responsibility for its own insurance. List of all insurers and states where licensed at
farmers.com/companies/state/. Not all insurers are authorized in all states. Not all products, coverages, and discounts are available in

every state and may vary by state. Restrictions, exclusions, limits, and conditions apply. See agent for details.
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 Long time dedication to local affairs

 Graduate of the Marine Military Academy

 Graduate of Sul Ross State University

 Graduate of Texas Tech School of Law

 32 years practice of law in West Texas 

courtrooms

 Founding member of the Big Bend 

Ranch Rodeo

 Officer in the Alpine Cemetery Association

 Member of the Sul Ross Exes, ANRS

 Member of Brewster County Historical 

Commission

 Certified 4-H shooting coach

Paid political advertisement by Monty Kimball

MONTY KIMBALLMONTY KIMBALL
forfor

394394thth District Judge District Judge

Republican Primary early voting starts February 20th.

Integrity • Honesty • Commitment

www.farmers.com/companies/state


 

Mobile homes and 

spaces. Close to 

Sul Ross University.  

Frontier Mobile 

Home Village. 1102 

N. 9th St. trailer #35 

Alpine.  Call 432-

837-2736    

FOR RENT/LEASE  

Rentals Available. 

Call Rhonda Cole 

432-837-5539  

407 E Lockhart #2 

3 BR / 1 Bath Rent 

$1095.00/mo + 

Deposit 432-249-

0293 

LUXURY DUPLEXES 

FOR LEASE 

Spacious 
2&3bd/2ba duplex-
es for lease, across 
from the golf 
course, covered 
back patio, fenced 
backyard, one car 
garage, laundry 
area, stove and 
frig furnished.  NO 
PETS ALLOWED.  
Call or text 432-
213-1555   

102 Baeza 
Circle – Ft. Davis, 
2 BR / 1 bath, Rent 
$1,000.00/mo + 
deposit.  432-249-
0293 

400 N. State St. – 
Ft. Davis, Studio 
Apt / 1 bath, Rent 

$595.00/mo + 
deposit.  432-249-
0293 

Spacious 1 Bed/ 
1 Bath with large 
kitchen, living 
room, studio/offi  ce 
(or 2nd bedroom), 
stackable w/d unit, 
large yard main-
tained by owner. 
Close to downtown 
Murphy Street. 
$1,300/mo all bills 
paid including 
wi-fi . 1mo deposit 
– some pets ok w/ 
separate depos-
it. Year lease. Text / 
call 214-212-1800 

Clean small fur-
nished effi  ciency 

available, 1 person 
only, no excep-
tions, employment 
references check, 
nonsmoking, no 
pets.  $550/mo 
plus utilities.  210-
315-3133.  

Casita– one 
bedroom, central 
Alpine; furnished, 
fi replace, private 
garden, covered 
parking, laundry. 
Bills paid except 
electric. No smok-
ers, pets. Suitable 
for one adult. 
$1100 monthly 
plus deposit 
of $600. 6 mo. 
lease minimum. 

Available Feb. 20. 

Contact 

bigbendwoman

@gmail.com

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 

seeking dedicated 

employees to fi ll 

night audit.  Excel-

lent pay and ben-

efi ts.  Please apply 

in person at 2607 

West Highway 90. 

Holiday Inn Express 

is seeking dedi-

cated employees 

to fi ll morning front 

desk, breakfast 

attendant, and 

housekeeping posi-

tions. Please apply 

in person at 2004 

East Highway 90.   

Help Wanted 

apply in person at 

Celebration Liquor 

704 W. Holland. 

WANT TO BUY

I buy cast iron skil-

lets please text or 

call 512-963-7533  

Want to buy old 

Colt pistols and 

old Winchester 

Lever Action rifl es. 

Daytime phone 

#: 432-294-2094. 

Nights/weekends: 

432-364-2234  

MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT 

FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE HELP WANTED

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 
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Aramark
Campus Dining
is now hiring for 

the following 
positions:

Nights and 
Weekends Cook

Pay is based on experience.
Please visit our website

to apply!

www.careers.aramark.com

Questions? Call 432-837-8670

arkk.co

7 867

STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF BREWSTER

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CAUSE NO. CVB23243

To: DEFENDANTS UNKNOWN HEIRS OF GERONIMO Q. MON, DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OF JANUARIA J. MON, DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF VICTOR C. MON, DECEASED, AND 
ANY AND ALL KNOWN OR UNKNOWN OWNERS OR CLAIMANTS OF ANY INTEREST, RIGHT, 
OR TITLE IN: BLK 214, SEC 25 NE/4 TSTL (PROPERTY ID 13832) AND BLK 214, SEC 25 SE/4 TSTL 
(PROPERTY ID 13834).

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. YOU MAY EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF 
YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO NOT FILE A WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO 
ISSUED THIS CITATION BY 10:00 A.M. ON THE MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING THE EXPIRA-
TION OF FORTY-TWO (42) DAYS AFTER YOU WERE SERVED THIS CITATION STATED THIS 
16 DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2023, AND FIRST AMENDED PETITION, A DEFAULT JUDGMENT 
MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU.

You are hereby commanded to appear by filing a written answer to the petition of plaintiff at or before 10 
o'clock a.m. of the Monday next after the expiration of forty-two days, after the date of service of this cita-
tion stated this 16 day of November, 2023, before the Honorable Roy B. Ferguson, 394th Judicial District 
Court of Brewster County, Texas, at the courthouse in the city of Alpine, Texas.

Said petition was filed in said court, on the 27th day of September, 2023, in cause number CVB23243 on 
the docket of said court and styled:

JAMES R. JACKSON
vs.

GERONIMO Q. MON; JANUARIA J. MON; AND VICTOR C. MON

�e nature of this cause is to wit: CLAIMS FOR ADVERSE POSSESSION AND QUITE TITLE OF 
THE REAL PROPERTY MORE FULLY AND PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS THE FOLLOW-
ING: BLK 214, SEC 25 NE/4 TSTL (PROPERTY ID 13832) containing 160 acres, AND BLK 214, 
AND SEC 25 SE/4 TSTL (PROPERTY ID 13834) containing 160 acres, AND FOR A DECLARATION 
OF A FEE SIMPLE TITLE IN PLAINTIFF AS IS MORE FULLY SHOWN BY PLAINTIFF'S FIRST 
AMENDED PETITION ON FILE IN THIS SUIT.

The officer executing this citation shall promptly serve the same according to requirements of law, and 
mandates thereof, and make due return as the law directs.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of said court at Alpine, Brewster County, Texas this the 16 day 
of November, 2023.

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:  Sarah Fellows Martinez, District Clerk
CASSIE GRESHAM   203 N. 7th Street
14101 HWY 290 W, BLDG 1300  Alpine, Texas 79830
AUSTIN, TX 78737
                By:                                                                  

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• FULL-TIME BOOKKEEPER

 with experience

• ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

• MEDICAL BILLER

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

• PART TIME - MAINTENANCE WORKER,

 PCHS locations

• HOUSEKEEPER- PART TIME

• FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST- Alpine

Now Hiring

Village Farms is seeking a detailed 
oriented individual to join our team as

Shipping/Receiving Clerk
for our Marfa 2 location.

Responsibilities include loading 
and unloading, forklift operation, 

preparation of shipping documents, 
verify deliveries, maintain warehouse 

and other general duties.

Requirements: Must be willing to work 

weekends and holidays, ability to 
work independently, verbal, and 

written communication skills, working 
knowledge of computers and forklift 

pass a pre-employment drug screen.

Interested candidates should call 
(432)729-3071 Ext. 607

or fax resume to (432)375-6241.
Applications are also available at Village 

Farms Security Stations 3 Miles N. Hwy 17 
Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 17 FT. Davis, TX

is accepting applications for 

Front Desk Clerk
Part-time, weekdays and evenings, $17/hr. 

Applications available at the front 
desk or by emailing 

manager@hotelpaisano.com
Previous employment information

and references are required.

JETT'S GRILL
at the Hotel Paisano is currently accepting 

applications for the following positions:

Bartenders
Part-time, $10/hr plus tips

Servers
Part-time, $7.25/hr plus tips

Applications available at the front 
desk or by emailing 

manager@hotelpaisano.com
Previous employment informatio

 and references are required.

Reach potential buyers

when you advertise 

in the Classifi eds!

Place your ad today at

432-837-3334
or 

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

One Spot.
Lots of 

Possibilities!

CARS, TRUCKS,
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR
SALE & FOR RENT

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS

PETS FOR ADOPTION

GARAGE SALES

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH, 
MUCH MORE.

ALPINE 
AVALANCHE
CLASSIFIEDS

God Bless America

www.gmail.com
www.careers.aramark.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
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Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.

432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

Exclusivity of Christ

Is Jesus Christ the only way to heaven? He 
clearly said so in John 14:6. But this idea is 
off ensive to those who insist that since God 
is love, He would surely accept other ways of 
salvation. This rationalization seems fair from 
a human perspective but does not align with 
God’s revelation to us in His Word. Ultimate-
ly, God’s love is exclusive to those who trust 
in His provision for eternal life: Jesus Christ 
(Psalm 5:4-5).

The erroneous idea that there must be mul-
tiple ways to heaven is a symptom of not know-
ing who Jesus Christ really is. Jesus isn’t just 
a man; He is God who took on a human body. 
Religious leaders accused Jesus of blasphemy 
and sought to kill Him because He claimed to 
be the Son of God in John 10:31-39. They un-
derstood the term “Son of God” to mean “same 
as God” apparently not believing their own 
scriptures on the deity of the Messiah (e.g. Isa-
iah 9:6). The Bible reveals God as a tri-unity of 
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (the 
doctrine of the Trinity). 

 The fact that God provided only one way 
of salvation becomes more apparent when you 
realize that He humbled Himself to become one 
of us in order to pay the penalty of our self-
ishness. God’s Law demanded blood sacrifi ce 
to pay for sin and Jesus became the ultimate 
sacrifi ce for us. To think there must be another 

way to heaven diminishes the amazing sacrifi ce 
He made.

As wonderful as the good news of God Him-
self paying the penalty for our sins, it gets even 
better: Jesus did not stay dead. His mortal body 
was transformed into a glorifi ed body that will 
never die. Jesus is the fi rst fruit of the resurrec-
tion (1 Cor. 15:20) and thus is the prototype of 
what we can look forward to when our mortal 
bodies fail us.  

Those seeking their own way to heaven apart 
from God’s provision might rationalize that the 
sacrifi ce of Jesus must surely apply to all. His 
sacrifi ce was indeed a free gift off ered to all, 
but this gift is only realized when we respond 
by trusting in His provision alone for our salva-
tion. Jesus said in John 3:16, “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.”

The person trusting in multiple ways to 
heaven will often cite all the religions that peo-
ple sincerely follow thinking the Creator will 
surely honor them. But any religion based on 
something other than God’s revealed word is 
false. Biblical Christianity is the only religion 
where you cannot earn God’s favor for salva-
tion; we are saved by God’s grace through faith 
in Him (Ephesians 2:8-9). All the other world’s 
religions advocate salvation-by-works.

So, what way of salvation will you choose, 
your own way to heaven, or God’s way? 
Choose wisely, eternity is forever.

BY SCOTT HUCKABY
Big Bend Bible Fellowship

ARB Board Member
 

Must have some business 
background, owner of commercial 
real estate, Owner of small business, 
any real estate background 
preferred. Will be hearing protests 
from property owners and making 
decisions as to property values. 
Please contact Esther Howard at  
ehoward0711@gmail.com

Raymond E. Herrera, RPA
Chief Appraiser

432-837-2558
107 W. Ave E. #2
Alpine, TX 79830

www.brewstercotad.org

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

On Tuesday, Brewster County 

Judge Eleazar Cano ordered all 

individuals living in the county 

to stay at home in their place of 

residence, prohibited all pub-

lic or private gatherings of any 

size, shut down all but essential 

businesses, and banned all travel 

except for essential activities.

In addition, he imposed a coun-

ty-wide curfew that ordered mem-

bers of the public to remain at their 

residences between 10 p.m.-5 a.m.

Cano’s supplemental order was 

effective at 11:59 p.m. on March 

31, and will continue until 11:59 

p.m. on April 7. The 

order can be seen in 

its entirety at the 

Alpine Avalanche 

Facebook page or 

alpineavalanche.

com.

As of press time, 

no cases of the coro-

navirus had yet been 

identi� ed in the Tri-County area.

Then at an emergency meeting 

Wednesday, the court designated 

Alpine pediatrician Dr. Ekta Es-

covar as the Brewster County lo-

cal health authority as it pertains 

to COVID-19 subject matter, 

and Cano said her duties could 

possibly expand in the future. 

Commissioner, Pct. 1, Betse 

Esparza pointed out that the 

county and the commissioners 

had already been named in a 

lawsuit and that Escovar could 

be a part of legal action in the 

future. Escovar con� rmed that 

she was aware.

Big Bend Regional Medi-

cal Center CEO Rick Flores 

clari� ed that Escovar would be 

functioning with the county as 

an independent medical provider 

and not as a representative of the 

Medical Center.

Also on Tuesday, Governor 

Greg Abbott told Texans to stay 

at home except for essential 

services and activities, and an-

nounced that schools would re-

main closed until at least May 4.

Abbott’s order goes into ef-

fect at 12:01 tonight and lasts 

until April 30, aligning it with 

the new end date for social-dis-

tancing guidelines announced 

by President Donald Trump on 

Monday.

The order supersedes the one 

Abbott issued March 19 limiting 

social gatherings to 10 people. 

The new order narrows that sig-

nificantly, and asks Texans to 

minimize social gatherings and 

in-person contact with people who 

are not in the same household.

INSIDE

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

Vol. 129 • No. 14 

Thursday, April 2, 2020  •  $1

BY ROXANNE HILL

Staff  Writer

BY GAIL DIANE YOVANOVICH

Managing Editor

See ONLINE • 6

See SHUTDOWN • 6

Alpine Middle School 

� fth grade math teacher 

Amanda Bolaños holds 

a sign showing love and 

encouragement to her 

students in the face of 

the school closures due 

to the coronavirus.

Technology and learn-

ing go hand in hand, and 

Alpine ISD is at the fore-

front, making sure stu-

dents are still fulfilling 

their educational respon-

sibilities, despite the state-

wide school shutdown due 

to COVID-19 concerns. 

Alpine High School 

Principal Justin Gonza-

les said 60% of the high 

school students were using 

a program called Edgenu-

ity, a leading provider of 

online learning for kinder-

garten through 12th grade. 

AISD uses online 

instruction for 

at-home learning 
Cano shuts down county

Lunch from the lunch ladies

Orders shelter-in-place, curfew

Eleazar 

Cano

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION

MAILED TO YOUR DOOR
$42

ACS and Skelton’s Runway host raffl  e

On Saturday, Skelton’s Runway hosted students from the Alpine Christian School who were selling raffl  e 
tickets for three drawings, a Henry 357 Magnum rifl e, a King Cobra 357 revolver, and a Valentine’s basket.

Photo by Joh Covington

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.bigbend.com
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.brewstercotad.org
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.morrisonhardware.com
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating 

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

AVAILABLE 

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BOUNCE HOUSE/PARTY

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435 |  877.493.7862 | WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

GLASS & MIRROR SERVICES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

���������	��
��
AVP/Escrow Officer

600 W. Dickinson Blvd. | Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-3301

pmcknight@pbabstract.com

R&K JUMPING BALLOONS
PARTY SUPPLIES

WE OFFER:
Party Packages

Tables w/chairs

Hot Dogs Machine

Popcorn Machine

Snow cone Machine 

Cotton Candy Machine

Please Contact:
432.299.1100

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 727772755

BODY SHOP

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

432-336-3939
301 North Main St.

Fort Stockton,TX

Alexus Davis
Funeral Director

Tracy Cockrell
Funeral Assistant

Alma Rodriguez
Funeral Assistant

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

BUSINESS CALL

432-837-3334 OR

432-336-2281

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

TREATING TREATING 

YOURSELF YOURSELF 

TO NEW TO NEW 

CLIENTS?CLIENTS?

WE WE 
HAHAVEVE
YOU YOU 

COVERED!COVERED!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & RESERVE

YOUR SPACE!

PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo
HAIR STYLIST

TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

432-837-3334 432-336-2281

432-336-3314
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE

SPA

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.west.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com


 

If you’re a fan of eggs 

benedict, then this Medi-

terranean breakfast recipe 

could be just the thing 

for you. Turkish eggs 

are a popular breakfast 

that is enjoyed through-

out Turkey, especially in 

Istanbul. They are also 

known as cilbir, which is 

pronounced “chul-burr.”

This breakfast dish 

features poached eggs 

ensconced in a creamy 

garlic yogurt sauce and 

fi nished with a spicy and 

smoky Aleppo pepper-

infused oil, or butter. It 

is commonly served with 

crusty toasted bread for 

dipping, but using torti-

llas or pita bread could 

work similarly.

This is an ancient dish, 

dating back to the 15th 

century when the Otto-

man Empire was ruled 

by sultans. For those un-

familiar with the Aleppo 

pepper, it is a popular 

Middle Eastern spice. 

Not as spicy as cayenne, 

Aleppo exhibits a tangy, 

fruity, and slightly sweet 

fl avor with smoky notes.

Chances are you won’t 

fi nd Aleppo in your local 

grocery store, so you can 

either order it or it can be 

substituted. Smoky pa-

prika mixed with crushed 

red pepper fl akes or the 

Korean chili Gochugaru 

can be substituted in 

place of the Aleppo.

Making this dish is a 

several-step process, but 

well worth the time in-

volved. There are a few 

tricks to making this the 

satisfying breakfast that 

it is, and one of the most 

important is making sure 

that your yogurt sauce is 

at room temperature. 

If you use the yogurt 

straight out of the re-

frigerator, it will make 

the eggs cold when 

combined. Using a food 

processor is also good 

for preparing the yogurt 

sauce, as you need to 

puree the garlic and the 

yogurt until it is well in-

corporated.

Making the chili oil or 

butter takes mere min-

utes, and while using but-

ter makes the dish more 

decadent and indulgent, 

using good olive oil re-

ally showcases that chili 

fl avor.

The trick to poaching 

eggs and having them 

stay together well is as 

simple as adding a few 

drops of white vinegar 

to the boiling water. This 

helps increase the rate of 

denaturing (solidifying) 

the protein that eggs are 

comprised of. You will 

also want to make sure 

you create a vortex in the 

boiling water by stirring 

the water in a circular 

motion. This will also aid 

in the whites of the eggs 

encasing the yolk as it 

should. 

While the eggs can 

be eaten by themselves, 

adding sausage links or 

patties can elevate this 

breakfast dish and make 

it a more well-rounded 

meal. Using Italian sau-

sage, whether links or 

the loose variety to form 

patties helps to keep this 

breakfast geographically 

correct. 

The diff erence between 

the Italian variety of sau-

sage versus the everyday 

standard pork sausage is 

the addition of fennel as a 

spice additive to the Ital-

ian version. Fennel gives 

Italian sausage its distinct 

fl avor profi le as it adds a 

bit of a licorice taste to 

the meat. 

 Although you may 

purchase fennel as a 

vegetable in the grocery 

store, it is the fennel pol-

len that is used as an ex-

clusive spice.

Finally, garnishing 

with a bit of fresh dill 

helps brighten up this 

rich dish. Add your Ital-

ian sausage on the side, 

and you will have a 

breakfast that will wow 

your family or guests that 

is Sultan-approved.

Easy Turkish eggs with Italian sausage
Mediterranean breakfast at home
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A Mark of Excellence winner in Sales and Customer Service.

16 YEARS IN A ROW!

dd C S

Jordan Jordan GonzaleGonzaless

ence wiinner iiiinin SSSSSSSSS lalales

Gabino Gabino LopezLopez

A M k ff E

Eric NunezRudy Franco Candi Candi DominguezDominguez

Locally owned for over 25 years!Locally owned for over 25 years!
SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT

AMISTADMOTORS.NETAMISTADMOTORS.NET
2110 W Dickinson Blvd • Fort Stockton2110 W Dickinson Blvd • Fort Stockton

432.336.9000432.336.9000

Lowest Rates on New 1500 Trucks!

2022 CHEVY TAHOE RST SPORT
6.2L V-8,6.2L V-8,

ONLY 24,700 MILES

2023 CHEVY TAHOE PREMIER
5.3L V-8, SUNROOF, LOW 25,575 MILES5.3L V-8, SUNROOF, LOW 25,575 MILES

2021 CHEVY 1500 LTZ 4WD
3.0L DIESEL, 28,695 MILES

TURBO, LEATHER, 69,578 MILES

Check out these pre-owned units!n d nire owneddd uuuuuunnnnniits
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LIMITED TIME: DOUBLE BIG MAC®

Comes with double the patties, grill-sizzled onions, perfectly melted cheese

and more special sauce inevery bite. 

Beware of the Hamburglar-this burger is at the top of his heist list.

Try it while you can. Order it today in the app for pickup or McDelivery®.* 
*At participating McDonald’s for a limited time. McDelivery prices may be higher than at restaurants. Delivery/other fees may apply.

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine, Texas

Turkish Eggs

Directions:
Prepare the yogurt 
(room temperature) 
in a food processor by 
combining it with the 
minced garlic until 
well incorporated.
Chop the fresh dill for 
garnish.
Working with a small 
to medium saucepan 
over medium-high 
heat, warm the olive 
oil or butter until it be-
gins to bubble. Work-
ing quickly, whisk in 
the Aleppo pepper 
and stir for 20-30 sec-
onds until fragrant. 
Remove promptly 
from heat, transfer 
the chili oil to a small 
serving bowl, and set 
aside. Note: leftover 
chili oil or butter can 
be used to drizzle over 
other dishes.
Bring a medium 
saucepan of water to 
a gentle boil and add 
a few drops of white 
vinegar. Crack eggs 
singularly into a small 
ramekin or bowl, then 
using a wooden spoon, 
stir the boiling water 
in a circular motion to 
create a vortex. While 

the water is still swirl-

ing, carefully lower 

the into the center of 

the vortex.

The egg whites should 

swirl around the egg 

and encase the yolk.

Let the egg cook for 

2-3 minutes or so un-

til opaque, then using 

a slotted spoon care-

fully remove the egg 

from the water and 

transfer to a paper 

towel-lined plate to 

drain. Repeat with the 

remaining eggs.

In a separate skillet, 

cook the sausage ac-

cording to directions.

Toast the sliced bread 

in the oven or toast-

er or warm the pita 

bread in the oven for 

a few minutes.

Spread a generous 

amount of the yogurt 

mixture onto a plate, 

add the poached eggs, 

along with the pre-

pared sausage and 

toast or pita bread on 

the side.

Finally, drizzle with 

the chili oil and gar-

nish with fresh dill.

Serve.

Ingredients:

1 cup plain full-fat 

Greek yogurt, at 

room temperature

2 garl ic c loves , 

minced

3 tablespoons of but-

ter or extra virgin 

olive oil

1 ½ teaspoons Alep-

po pepper

2-4 large eggs

Fresh dill for garnish

Sliced baguette or 

pita bread

2-4 links or patties of 

Italian sausage

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Turkish Eggs
Courtesy photo
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