
 

The Lone Star Cowboy Poetry 

Gathering will take place on the cam-

pus of Sul Ross State University Feb-

ruary 15-17. This is a three-day cel-

ebration of cowboy poets, musicians, 

and enthusiasts from across Texas and 

beyond.

The event is produced by Bob Saul, 

a cowboy with ranching roots going 

back to 1821, and himself having 

grown up on one of Charles Good-

night’s ranches in the Texas panhan-

dle.

 “Many of our attendees are regu-

lars, year after year. They get to know 

one another, become friends, and the 
gathering is much like a family re-
union each year,” said Saul.

Saul took over as the event pro-
ducer in March 2019, after the Texas 
Cowboy Poetry Gathering ended its 
33-year reign. According to Saul, the 
previous organization was at a point 
where they were ready for a shift, 
and he was able to step in and take 
the reins. “We formed a new nonprof-
it and moved forward with the same 
energy and spirit as before,” Saul re-
marked.

Alpine local Kay Nowell is the 
event co-chair and has been involved 

Nicolas Hurt is a tal-
ented guitarist, film 
producer, and music in-
structor at Sul Ross State 
University, and the Mu-
seum of  the Big Bend 
will host the artist for a 
free showing on Friday, 
February 2. 

The museum, located 
on Alpine’s Sul Ross 
State University campus, 
is thrilled to present an 
unforgettable evening. 
The event will feature 
a guitar recital by Hurt, 
followed by a screening 
of his fi lm, “Serenade, I 
Miss You.” 

“I will be playing 
some live music before 
the screening, and I have 
decided to feature the 
music of Texas guitar-
ists and composers.  I’ll 
be playing the music of 

Hayden Pedigo of Ama-
rillo and Julian Mock of 
Alpine,” said Hurt.

As an artist, Hurt will 
be using the museum 
venue as an opportunity 
to share music from lo-
cal musicians and the 
lives behind them in his 
fi lm. 

“We are delighted to 
host Nick and share this 
unique fusion of live 
music and cinematic art 
with our community. It’s 
an opportunity to expe-
rience multiple layers 
of the creative process,” 
said Museum Director 
Mary Bones.

In a press release 
from the university, they 
shared that there is no 
charge for the commu-
nity to join this special 
event at the Cultural 
Events Center in the new 
Emmett and Miriam Mc-

Coy Building. The doors 
will open at 5 p.m. while 
the show runs from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. 

“I’m really happy to 
be playing at the Muse-
um for several reasons.  
One, it’s such a beauti-
ful space and a great as-
set to the university and 
community.  Two, I’m 
so happy that it will be 
easily available to my 
students, all the other 
music students, and the 
greater student body of 
Sul Ross State Univer-
sity as a whole,” Hurt 
said.

In early 2021, Hurt 
had commissioned new 
guitar works from sev-
eral Austin-based gui-
tarists and composers.  
Among the composers 
were the likes of Zeke 
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New thrift 

store benefi ts 

child victims

Cowboy Poetry slated for mid-month

Amidst the vast land-
scapes of West Texas, a 
beacon of hope is shining 
bright as the Children’s 
Advocacy Center of the 
Big Bend (CACBB) 
proudly unveils Char-
ity Thrift, a thrift store 
with a purpose. To sup-
port child victims in the 
Big Bend by closing the 
financial gap between 
grant contributions that 
allow this non-profi t to 
service the children of 
the Big Bend area. 

The grand opening 
festivities are set to cap-
tivate the community 
today from 10 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. at the much-
anticipated location, 402 
South Walker, South 
HWY 118 in the old Big 
Bend Yoga building. 

The CACBB is one 
of 70 child advocacy 
centers in the state of 
Texas. This child advo-
cacy center is a private 
501(c) 3 established in 
1998. Shanna Sullivan is 
the current and founding 
director, with offi  ces in 
Alpine and Presidio.

For over 25 years, the 
CACBB has been a pillar 

See STORE • 6

See POETRY • 6

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The Alpine Fightin’ Buck boys’ track team held their fi rst practice recently in preparation for this season’s competitions. 
Their fi rst track meet is scheduled for next Friday.

Photo by Joh Covington

Catch us if you can

BY SHANNA SULLIVAN
Guest Columnist

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

Museum of the Big Bend to host guitarist, fi lm producer, Sul Ross instructor

Nicolas HurtSee HURT • 6

Robert Leese watches over several Dutch ovens 
full of biscuits he’s cooking at last year’s Chuck 
Wagon Breakfast held annually in conjunction 
with the Lone Star Cowboy Poetry Gathering.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

www.bigbendanytime.com
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Antonio Nunez, Jr.

Antonio Nunez, Jr., 80, 
“Tony or Chito” as he 
was known to family, be-
loved father, and spouse 
was called to his eternal 
resting place on January 
27. He entered this world 
on December 26, 1943, 
in Ruidosa, Texas, born 
to Antonio and Carmen 
Nunez. 

Tony graduated from 
St. Mary’s Elementary 
School and Marfa High 
School. He married his 
high school sweetheart, 
Betty Aguirre. After 
retirement, his hobby 
became his passion. To-
ny’s passion was work-
ing on cars and repair-
ing them. His specialty 
was doing brakes and 
alignments until he had 

fixed them perfectly, 
even laboring until mid-
night and making his 
customers happy. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, An-
tonio Nunez, Sr., and his 
mother, Carmen Nunez, 
and his eldest sister, 
Herminia Salcido. He 
is survived by his wife, 
Cindy Nunez, son Daniel 
Nunez, daughter Diana 
Nunez, son Rene Nunez, 
and daughter-in-law Lety 

Nunez. He is also sur-
vived by his sister Estel-
la (Pete) Quintela. He is 
also survived by his close 
friends Tim Turner, and 
Fernando Sanchez whom 
he loved as sons, and nu-
merous friends and fam-
ily in the community. He 
is also survived by his 
beloved grandchildren 
Jami (Kris) Celaya, Josh-
ua Turner, Sydney Turn-
er, Ashton Nunez, McK-
enzie Nunez, and Briana 
Nunez. He is survived by 
his beloved great-grand-
children Daniel Colby 
Alvarado, Chrystian 
James Alvarado, Bastian 
Lucas Celaya, Gabriella 
Turner-Pearce, and Jus-
tus Turner.

In October of 1962, he 
married Beatrice Aguirre 

and they raised two boys 
and a girl that he dearly 
loved. In August of 2008, 
Antonio married Cindy 
Sotelo formerly of Mar-
fa, and resided happily in 
Alpine.

He was the project 
manager for Three T 
Fleet Tire Testers and 
Big Bend Fleet for the 
fi rst part of his life. He 
fi nished the last part of 
his working career as a 
mechanic with the Texas 
Department of Transpor-
tation from 1977 to 2003. 

Antonio was a reli-
gious man and raised his 
family in the same man-
ner. He was a part-time 
musician and would play 
his guitar on his off  time 
with friends after work-
ing extra hours at home 

as a mechanic in his ga-
rage behind his home. 
These gatherings created 
many great stories for 
our family. He was the 
type of man who could 
not turn anyone down 
and would give you the 
shirt off  his back if you 
needed it. The commu-
nity was very blessed to 
have someone like Anto-
nio Nunez, Jr.

Visitation will be held 
on Friday, February 2, at 
5 p.m. at Alpine Memori-

al Funeral Home Memo-
rial Chapel with Rosary 
to follow at 7 p.m. Mass 
will be held on Saturday, 
February 3, at 10 a.m. at 
Our Lady of Peace Cath-
olic Church with Father 
Victorino Loresca offi  ci-
ating. 

Online condolences 
may be left at: www.
alpinememorialfuneral-
home.com.

Services have been en-
trusted to Alpine Memo-
rial Funeral Home.

Rebecca Smith

R e b e c c a  S m i t h 
“Becky” passed away on 
January 20 at the age of 
92, after a long illness. 
She was a registered 
nurse and a Captain in 
the Air Force, stationed 

at Loring Air Force Base, 

Strategic Air Command 

in Limestone, Maine. 

For the last 40 years, she 

ranched in Alpine. She is 

survived by a longtime 

friend and partner, Cathy 

Fortenberry, nephews 

Nathan Smith and Jeff 

Porter, first cousin Joy 

Robinson, numerous ex-

tended family, and a mul-

titude of close friends. 

She is preceded in death 

by her mother and father, 

Marie Smith, and Clar-

ence Smith. Her three 

brothers and a sister, 

Tommy, Robert, Mickey, 

and Pat, close friend, and 

mentor Perry Cartwright. 

A private memorial will 

be held at a later date. 

She will be missed by all.

OBITUARIES

The Museum of the 

Big Bend (MoBB), lo-

cated on the campus of 

Sul Ross State Univer-

sity has been nominated 

by USA Today as 2024’s 

10 Best Reader’s Choice 
travel awards in the Best 
Smalltown Museum cat-
egory.

An expert panel from 
USA Today has selected 
the Museum of the Big 
Bend in this new catego-
ry. The contest allows for 

four weeks of voting and 
nominees can be voted 
on once each day for the 
entire run of the contest 
by visiting the MoBB 
website.

Voting for the MoBB 
ends Monday, February 
12 and the winners will 

be announced on the 

10Best website on Fri-

day, February 23.

Previously, the MoBB 

has received awards from 

True West magazine for 

“Top Western Museum.”

MoBB nominated for travel award
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Trappings of Texas is one of just a few outstanding exhibits hosted by The 
Museum of the Big Bend. 

Photo courtesy of The Museum of the Big Bend
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The Tri-County Voter 
Promoters have released 
the dates and locations 
for their voter registra-
tion promotion in the Big 
Bend area.

Today, February 1 from 

11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., the 

Voter Promoters will be 

at the Morgan University 

Center at Sul Ross.

Friday, February 2 

from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

they will once again be 

at the Marfa Post Offi  ce 

and on Saturday, Febru-

ary 3, from 11 a.m. to 3 

p.m. the Voter Promot-

ers will be set up at the 

American Legion Hall in 

Presidio one last time for 

their fi nal day of promot-

ing voter registration.

The group reminds ev-

eryone that February 5 is 

the last day to register to 

vote for the March pri-

maries, that other promo-

tion events will be added, 

and the list of locations 

updated as needed. Feb-

ruary 23 is the last day to 

register to vote by mail.

Early voting for the 

March primary begins on 
February 20 and ends on 
March 1, with election 
day slated for March 5.

Tri-County Voter Pro-

moters is a non-partisan 
organization, whose pur-
pose is to promote voter 
registration and expand 
the voter base.

Tri-County voter promoters hold registration events
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

The Family Crisis 
Center of the Big Bend 
(FCCBB) in conjunction 
with the Big Bend Com-
munity Action Commit-
tee (BBCAC) and West 
Texas Opportunities 
(WTO) has been working 
towards taking over the 
operation of the TRAX 
transportation program 
formerly run by BBCAC.

The TRAX program 
provides transportation 
to the public in the Big 
Bend area.

Recently, members 
of the board of BBCAC 
resigned and the current 
FCCBB board mem-
bers were added to the 
BBCAC board. This re-
alignment occurred on 
January 17 and with the 
changing of the guard, 

the BBCAC voted to hire 
Leticia “Letty” Carrillo 
as the Executive Direc-
tor of the BBCAC. Car-
rillo is also the Executive 
Director of FCCBB.

J. D. Newsom was 
serving as the interim 
Executive Director after 
the previous executive 
director departed and 
will remain on the board 
in an advisory capacity to 
aid in the transition.  

Also assisting in the 
transition of the service 
is a consultant from Hen-
drickson Transportation 
Group whose duties will 
include observation and 
evaluation of the current 
operations as well as pro-
viding recommendations 
to improve program ef-
fi ciency.

“Once the transition is 
complete, all transporta-

tion program operations 
will fall under FCCBB 
and BBCAC will be dis-
solved,” said Carrillo.

One of their main 
transportation services is 
taking citizens in the area 
to doctors’ appointments. 
While the service is still 
currently providing this 
service, they hope to 
expand their services to 
provide transportation to 
places such as the Sun-
shine House, the grocery 
store, and possibly a 
route to and from Terlin-
gua from Alpine. 

The program covers 
the counties of Brews-
ter, Jeff  Davis, Presidio, 
Culberson, and Hud-
speth counties, and cur-
rently, people may be 
transported to medical 
appointments within the 
coverage area as well as 

Fort Stockton, Odessa, 
and El Paso.

Currently, the Crisis 
Center’s goal for the 
transportation program is 
to ensure that the transi-
tion is as smooth as pos-
sible while not disrupting 
the current operations 
and services it provides 
local and area citizens.

“Our long-term goal is 
to improve the effi  ciency 
of the program by hir-
ing drivers in different 
parts of our service area 
as well as possibly add-
ing local routes to better 
serve the public.” “We 
would really like to be 
able to off er services to 
area citizens for trans-
portation to grocery 
stores and other busi-
nesses locally as well as 
in the area,” Carrillo con-
cluded.

Family Crisis Center takes over TRAX
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Two Alpine fi re-
fi ghters recently 
completed their 
certifi cations at 

the Texas Public 
Safety Train-
ing Academy 

for both Fire-
fi ghter1 and 

Firefi ghter2 as 
well as a HazMat 

program. Both 
Shelby Green 

(FF/Chaplain) 
and Jacob 

Goodman (FF) 
were students 

at Sul Ross and 
answered emer-

gency calls in the 
area. Pictured 

are Assistant 
Chief Charles 

Worden, Green, 
Goodman, and 

AVFD Chief An-
drew Pierce.

Courtesy photo

Alpine fi refi ghters receive certifi cations

Late last year, Sul 
Ross State University an-
nounced the creation of a 
new scholarship called the 
Presidential Plus Scholar-
ship. This full-ride schol-
arship is aimed at area 
high school students from 
the high schools in the 
school districts of Alpine 
and the Big Bend and 
Permian Basin area.

Sul Ross applied for a 
grant from the Permian 
Basin Area Foundation 
last October to help fund 
this new scholarship. They 
have received approval for 
a grant of $200,000 from 
the PBAF, that will pro-
vide the seed money for 
the new scholarship.

“The Presidential Plus 
Scholarship program will 

be the fi rst of its kind at 
Sul Ross, off ering our lo-
cal students a way to attain 
their bachelor’s degree 
with the security of their 
home and families just a 
few miles down the road,” 
said President Dr. Carlos 
Hernandez. “This grant 
will provide a full scholar-
ship for 10 to 15 students 
a year. That’s a life-chang-
ing impact for a lot of 
families and futures.”

Scholarship recipients 
will be nominated by the 
district’s superintendent or 
high school principal and 
must meet the following 
qualifications. Students 
must be regularly admit-
ted students, enrolled in 
a bachelor’s degree pro-
gram, and a Texas resi-
dent at the time of admis-
sion. Students must have 
completed the FAFSA 

paperwork and be award-
ed 100%Pell. They must 
maintain enrollment hours 
of 15 hours per semes-
ter and have graduated in 
the top 25% of their high 
school class.

The scholarship will be 
renewed annually based 
on students maintaining 
a 3.0 cumulative GPA, 
meeting all financial aid 
and related satisfactory 
academic progress re-
quirements, and remain-
ing enrolled and in good 
standing.

“We hope the Presi-
dential Plus Scholarship 
will help attract and re-
tain students to Sul Ross 
and that matching dollars 
will inspire new donors 
to support the university,” 
said Guy McCrary, PBAF 
President and CEO.

PBAF funds scholarship at Sul Ross

The Sul Ross State 
University Rodeo Team 
in conjunction with the 
Lone Star Cowboy Po-
etry Gathering is extend-
ing an invitation to all 
high school juniors and 
seniors and all junior col-
lege transfers to compete 
in a scholarship rodeo to 
be held February 14 at 6 

p.m. This rodeo will take 
place at the Sul Ross 
SALE Arena and it will 
consist of all the 10 stan-
dard National Intercolle-
giate Rodeo Association 
events.

All first and second-
place finishers in each 
event will receive a 
scholarship to Sul Ross 
State University. This 
rodeo is limited to eight 
contestants in each event 

and there is no entry fee 
to compete. Stalls will be 
made available for those 
who would like to arrive 
early for a campus visit. 
For more information 
about Sul Ross, its rodeo 
program, or to sign up 
for the scholarship ro-
deo contact the Sul Ross 
State University Rodeo 
Coach C.J. Aragon at 
clint.aragon@sulross.
edu.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Sul Ross scholarship rodeo to be held
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Bill Parham

District Judge 

Bill Parham
for

District Judge 

Elect a full-time Judge with

Experience and Impartiality 

May I have your vote for 394th District Judge?

Early voting: February 20 through March 1

Election day: March 5

Email: billparhamfordistrictjudge@gmail.com

Facebook: Bill Parham for District Judge

VOTE EARLY   VOTE REPUBLICAN

 33 Years experience in criminal law, family law, 

guardianship law, and family law

 Currently- First Assistant District Attorney for 394th 

District Court in Brewster, Presidio and Jeff Davis 

Counties

 I will ensure a fair and just court where all litigants and 

defendants are treated the same and with respect.

 I am a full time prosecutor and I would like to be your 

full time District Judge.

Political ad paid for by Bill Parham Campaign Fund
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402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Billy Davenport

Brewster County

Deborah Tout

Printco
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Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
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Many people as-
sume that students 
in FFA only raise 
and show livestock. 
While showing live-
stock is one-way 
students can get in-
volved, FFA offers 
leadership, career, 
and scholarship op-
portunities, as well as 
life skills. My job as 
an agricultural science teacher 
is to help students fi nd the facet 
of FFA that will introduce them 
to a skill or trade they can use 
after high school and in the real 
world of jobs and careers. 

Beyond livestock, FFA con-
tests include Leadership Devel-
opment Events (LDEs), Career 
Development Events (CDEs), 
and Speaking Development 
Events (SDEs). LDEs teach 
students public speaking skills. 
Students can choose to compete 
in contests like skills demon-
stration, public relations, broad-

casting, ag advocacy, 
job interview, and 
chapter conducting, 
which teaches stu-
dents how to run a 
meeting using Rob-
ert’s Rules of Order, 
and more. CDEs re-
late to jobs in the ag 
industry with judging 
contests for meat, 
milk quality, horse, 

land, wildlife, and more. SDEs 
focus on extemporaneous pub-
lic speaking and prepared pub-
lic speaking. Regardless of the 
contest, students walk away 
with more knowledge about the 
ag industry, public speaking 
skills, and insights into possible 
career fi elds.

In addition to contests, stu-
dents have opportunities to 
serve in chapter, district, area, 
and state officer positions. 
There are 12 FFA areas in Tex-
as. Alpine is in Area 2 which 
includes 2800 students and 

seven districts.  Serving on an 
offi  cer team teaches students to 
work together to plan events, 
hold meetings, and host confer-
ences. Becoming a state offi  cer 
requires a student to be elected 
by their peers at the Area Con-
vention before they can run for 
state FFA president. During my 
tenure as an advisor, Alpine 
FFA has had two students excel 
to the level of state offi  cer. 

FFA also has an exceptional 
scholarship program, award-
ing up to $20,000 to students 
who qualify. Scholarships are 
awarded based on the student’s 
grade point average, class rank-
ing, ACT/SAT scores, and most 
notably the students’ FFA in-
volvement. Qualifications re-
quire students to be involved 
in all aspects of FFA, includ-
ing livestock projects, LDEs, 
CDEs, SDEs, advanced offi  cer 
service, and attending camps 
and conventions.

In closing, one of the best 

parts of my job is seeing stu-
dents mature and become more 
skilled throughout each semes-
ter and year. Throughout their 
years in the FFA, students build 
a network of people. This could 
be FFA members from other 
chapters, Ag. teachers, school 
administrators, and business 
and industry personnel, and 
this network will last them well 
beyond their high school and 
post-high school years. Many 
students take the skills they 
acquire from FFA into their 
career or trade. Some of my 
former students now work in 
communications, policy, vet-
erinary medicine, legal fi elds, 
teaching, animal science, natu-
ral resource management, and 
wildlife management. Seeing 
students succeed and having a 
small part in helping shape their 
early skills is what makes FFA 
invaluable to me and to anyone 
who has the opportunity to be 
part of it. 
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHICH OF THE 

FOLLOWING WILL YOU 

DEDICATE MORE TIME 

TOWARDS IN 2024?

89% 

RESULTS

FRIENDS AND FAMILY

WORK RELATIONSHIPS

RELAXATION/ALONE TIME

HOUSEHOLD PROJECTS

COMMUNITY EVENTS/MEETINGS

1% 

6% 

3% 

1% 

Total votes: 156

Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.

STAFF

J.T. Maroney

Publisher

jt.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

Kara Gerbert

Managing Editor

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

Joh Covington

Staff  Writer

joh.covington@alpineavalanche.com

Shelley Maroney

Offi  ce Manager

shelley.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

432-837-3334

www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Facebook: Alpine Avalanche

ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is 

published every Thursday morning at 

704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. 

Periodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-

pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff 

Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per 

year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the 

character, standing or reputation of 
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Which political office 

being voted on in the 

March primary is the most 

important to you?

-President

-Senators

-Members of the House

  of Representatives

-District Judge

-District Attorney

-Sheriff

FFA is not just about livestock

At a recent school 
board meeting, a por-
tion of the conversa-
tion revolved around 
the STAAR test, or 
State of Texas Assess-
ments of Academic 
Readiness, and how 
students were strug-
gling with the writing 
portion of this state-
mandated “standard-
ized” test. Naturally, since I write 
for a living, I had a few ques-
tions.

Reaching out to the Alpine 
High School Principal, Mr. Jar-
rett Vickers, and Alpine ISD Su-
perintendent Dr. Michelle Rine-
hart, I wanted to develop a better 
understanding of what students in 
the state were up against where 
this test was concerned, specifi -
cally our local students.

Last year, public schools 
across the state were informed 
by the Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) that the STAAR test was 
being re-designed. What this 
meant for students was that all 
testing was to be done online, in-
cluding the writing portion. 

Along with making the test 
online only, every grade level, 
beginning with third grade, has 
writing components.

The writing portion for every 
grade level is worth 20% of the 
entire test score.

According to Vickers and 
Rinehart, high school students 
who are testing for the English I 
and English II portions of the test 
and even those in lower grades 
are graded on not only content, 
grammar, and punctuation, but 
also on whether or not their essay 
focuses on the prompt question.

What is a prompt question?

For test purposes, 
there is a question 
with a specific focus 
on the topic of what 
students are supposed 
to write about. Are 
you confused yet? If 
so, think about our 
young students who 
are required to pass 
this test.

For example, fourth 
graders are given a story about a 
salamander that lives in Barton 
Springs in the Austin area. The 
story informs the students about 
how special this salamander is. 
It tells the students it is an am-
phibian, that it is blind, and that it 
performs an important job for the 
City of Austin and the surround-
ing area. 

The story goes on to share that 
this salamander is a keystone spe-
cies, meaning that it is a predator 
that hunts other animals. Animals 
that can change the quality of the 
water in the Edwards Aquifer, 
and the salamander, by reducing 
the number of animals that can 
upset the balance in the aquifer 
environment, keeps the aquifer 
healthy for the many people who 
rely on that water for drinking, 
bathing, and everyday living.

Before continuing my point of 
this example, I sat and pondered 
about whether or not a fourth 
grader can comprehend what an 
amphibian is, even though it is 
somewhat described in the story, 
and if they understand what an 
aquifer actually is.

Despite my own wonder-
ing, the example goes on to say, 
“Read the article ‘Austin’s Secret 
Salamander’ and based on the in-
formation in the article write a 
response to the following: 

Explain why the Edwards 
Aquifer is important in the ar-
ticle. 

Write a well-organized infor-
mational composition that uses 
specifi c evidence from the story 
to support your answer.”

This is followed by a list of 
instructions telling students to 
clearly state their central idea, 
organize their writing, and de-
velop ideas in detail among other 
things. You get the picture.

Now imagine you are a fourth 
grader and are presented with this 
test question that is 20% of your 
overall test grade. That means 
you would essentially have to 
get everything else on the test 
correct or you would not pass the 
STAAR test.

The prompt question, if you 
have not fi gured it out just yet, is 
“Explain why the Edwards Aqui-
fer is important in the article.”

There are two sets of people 
who grade this portion of the 
STAAR test. One set grade on 
whether or not the student wrote 
on the correct topic and the other 
on correct grammar, punctuation, 
and sentence structure. Meaning, 
that the student could give a per-
fect synopsis of the story, with 
perfect grammar and punctuation 
BUT if they did not address the 
prompt question and tell that the 
Edwards Aquifer supplies drink-
ing water for Austin and the sur-
rounding area of over 2 million 
people, the student automatically 
will fail this portion of the test.

They don’t receive 50% of the 
entire points available for this 
portion, they receive ZERO even 
if they dot all their i’s and cross 
all their t’s.

By this rubric, the state is set-
ting its public school students up 

to fail rather than achieve. 
And if you are in the elemen-

tary grades, a part of this writing 
portion also counts towards read-
ing scores, as it is tied into the 
Language and Reading portion 
of the test.

Now that your minds are suffi  -
ciently blown with this informa-
tion here is some other informa-
tion for you.

Because the tests are now 
strictly online, third graders, who 
are decidedly more technologi-
cally advanced than most adults 
my age, have to navigate not only 
through each page of this online 
test but have to learn to “drag and 
drop” answers into their respec-
tive places to get credit for the 
test question. As third-graders, 
most of their fi ne motor skills are 
not at their peak, yet your chil-
dren are expected to effi  ciently 
answer these test questions as 
if they were sitting in a college 
course or high school computer 
class.

As a taxpayer and a con-
cerned citizen who understands 
that these students will one day 
be making decisions at our city, 
county, state, and possibly even 
federal levels, the fact that TEA 
and the state of Texas have bom-
barded students with the stress 
level of worrying about passing 
a test (that to my way of think-
ing is not designed to highlight 
achievement but instead seeks to 
undermine their confi dence) this 
is a problem.

Your money is funneled to-
wards the creation, the manda-
tory administration, and what 
seems evident as biased trickery 
in grading for this squandering of 
taxpayer funds. And the students 
are paying the highest price.

Thoughts on the STAAR test

2024

A deadly sin
 I’ve noticed Texas state fl ag 

posters displayed with “Proud 
Democrat” printed on them. 
I couldn’t help but wonder 
what made these Democrats so 
proud. Might it be an elimina-
tion of U.S. Energy Indepen-
dence? What about the selling 
of U.S. Strategic Oil Supply 
to the CCP? Could it be the 
uninhibited printing of money 

that caused record inflation? 
I’ve searched elsewhere in case 
these harmful policies weren’t 
reasons for their “deadly sin of 
pride.” More than 1,000 babies 
are killed daily by the Demo-
crat-ran Planned Parenthood 
while child castrations and mas-
tectomies are performed under 
the pretense of “sex changes.”  
Joseph Mengele would have 
been proud. Democrat men pre-
tend to be women while acting 

out in degrading female stereo-
types as Democrats show them 
more respect than real women, 
and Democrat guys pretend to 
be gals in sports often defeat-
ing and sometimes injuring fe-
males. Are they proud of those 
actions? There’s Democrat “di-
versity, equity, and inclusion” 
that’s “divisive, exclusive, and 
inequitable,” and don’t forget 
the Democrat-created “Open 
U.S. Borders.” Are they proud 

of those harmful agendas? 
There’s plenty more but I’ve 
only so much space here. These 
posters displaying Democrats 
strike me as folks who would 
use the phrase “Proud as A 
Rooster,” not caring that roost-
ers run their fathers off , have 
relations with their mothers and 
daughters, and scratch around 
in their own crap all day long. 

James R. Le Blanc 
Fort Davis

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

KARA GERBERT
Managing editor

DOUG FOX
Ag Science-Alpine FFA

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Send your community events to 
kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Feb. 1-3 Voter Registration, 
Tri-County Voter Promoters will be 
set up around the area to register 
voters. Feb. 1 from 11 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Morgan University Center at 
Sul Ross. Feb. 2 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Marfa Post Offi  ce. Feb. 3 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. American Legion 
Hall in Presidio.

Feb. 3 SRSU Guided and In-
formative Hike, 9 a.m. A guided 
hike open to the public up Hancock 
Hill themed “Big Game” will be led 
by Justin French, Big Game Special-
ist for the Borderlands Research 
Institute.

Feb. 10 Valentine’s Day PJ 
Story Time, 6 p.m. for ages 4-12 at 
the Alpine Public Library.

 

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 E. 
Lockhart Ave. Schedules are avail-
able on the front door. For more 
information, call 915-562-4081 or 
aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting, 
noon Tuesdays at the BBT conference 
room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second Mon-
day each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave. Dinner provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. Sul 
Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine City 
Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 101 W. 
Ave E. Weekly running club to walk/
run 1-3 miles. Meet at the Amigo 
garage and finish at Amigo. Call 
432-837-4012 for more information.

Big Bend Amateur Radio Club 
meeting, 7 p.m., second Tuesday 
each month, Frontier Masonic Lodge 
#766, 2300 Highway 118 North.

Big Bend Community Chorale 
rehearsals, on Monday evenings at 
6 p.m. in the Sul Ross Fine Arts Build-
ing, Room 200. All are welcome, 
but fi rst contact Andrew Alegria at 
Andrew.alegria@sulross.edu, call 
432-837-8216, or visit bbcchorale.
wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Celebrate Recovery, at Big 
Bend Cowboy Church on Thursday 

evenings from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For 
more information contact CW at 
432-386-3628 or Stacey at 432-
386-2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine 
Public Library by appointment only, 
805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-
2621 to make an appointment.  

Exercise Classes, at Sunshine 
House, 402 E. Holland Ave. Tues-
days-yoga and balance, Thursdays-
strength and conditioning. 10:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m. Free to all. Contact 
Cindy at 512-423-2409 for more 
details.

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-
2621 to make an appointment.  

Hike with Homeless Dogs, 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. every Thursday at 
Davis Mountains State Park in col-
laboration with Grand Companions. 
For more information contact Charlie 
Ewing at 432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, noon, 
Wednesdays at the Sul Ross Univer-
sity Center, room 210   

Late Night Game Night, 9 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. every Thursday night at 
Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

Alpine Humane Society 
Pet of the Week is Goofus. 
Goofus is a goofus but in 
the best way. He is a cute, 
cuddly guy who just wants 
to play.

He loves the company of 
dogs and people, does well 
on a leash, and is ready to 
learn new skills. He is still 
a puppy and willing to 
learn. Although he hasn’t 
been here very long, he has 
made a big impression on 
the staff  and volunteers.

Kitten season is almost 
here. It’s important that 
you don’t “kitnap” feral 
kittens. Many well-mean-
ing people will pick up 
kittens if they find them 
in their yards. Often, the 
mother cat is nearby hunt-
ing or resting. Kittens al-
ways do best if raised by 
their mothers, so the safest 
thing to do is to keep the 
area secure from dogs and 
predators and watch, even 
for a few hours, to see if the 
mother returns. Then, call 

Alpine Humane Society 
for advice before picking 
up the kittens.

Pet promotions are cour-
tesy of the Alpine Humane 
Society. Alpine Animal 
Services handles pet adop-
tions at the city shelter, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 to 
6 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at 2900 E. Old 
Marathon Highway. For 
information about shelter 
pet adoptions, cremation 
services, or lost/found pets, 
call the Shelter at 432-837-
9030.

The Alpine Humane So-
ciety Thrift Store and Cat-
tery is at 706 N. 5th Street 
in Alpine, open 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. The Pet Pantry 
is at 600 N. 5th Street. The 
AHS Helpline is 432-837-
2532. To view adoptable 
pets, visit PetFinder.com 
or www.alpinehumane-
society.org, and check us 
out on Facebook and Ins-
tagram.

PET OF THE WEEK

What is some 
advice that you 
can give your 
younger self?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Harrison Vance: To 
not rush your life. I 
was so focused on 
the next thing, the 
next item on the 

“life checklist” that I 
felt like years slipped 

by in a blink. So, 
don’t rush toward 

the fi nish line 
because it comes to 

you.

Jane � omas: 
Th at it’s okay to 
be selective with 
the people that 

you let into your 
life. Welcoming 
everyone makes 

you feel like a good 
person, but aft er a 
while, you realize 

that they can really 
aff ect your direction, 
mental health, and 

happiness.

Francis Geller: Th at 
you are capable. 
Th at even if you 
don’t feel ready 

to try something 
new, like a hobby, 
skill, job, or career, 
just jump in. You 
become ready by 

doing the thing you 
want to try, not by 
waiting to be ready.

Sarah Bennet: 
I would tell my 

younger self to not 
run away from her 
feelings. To feel and 
process the anger 
and sadness, the 

joy and excitement, 
without worrying 

about your feelings 
being a burden to 

others. 

L

L

L

Greg Calhoun: To 
invest in Amazon.

L

Request for Proposals

The Housing Authority of the City of Alpine, Texas, will 
receive Requests for Proposals for the 2020 CFP Funds, For 

 at Unit Site 
“C” until 5:00 p.m., on Wednesday, February 21, 2024 at the 

th Street 
, at which time all proposals will be 

publicly opened and read aloud for the modernization work.  
 

th 
 

 

as set forth in the Contract Documents, that must be adhered to 
on this project.  
 

to reject any or all Proposals or to waive any informality in the 
 

 

Proposals are to be submitted to the attention of: Ms. Elva Torres, 

th

 

WE ARE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT PUBLIC 

HEARINGS WILL BE HELD AT THE FOLLOWING MEETING DATES AND 

TIMES:

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING

FEBRUARY 26, 2024, AT 5:30 P.M.

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING

MARCH 5, 2023, AT 5:30 P.M.

THE PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD IN CONSIDERATION OF THE 

FOLLOWING ITEM:

SPECIAL USE PERMIT 2024-01-02: A SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION 

ALLOWING THE APPLICANT, TEHRA VAUGHN, TO ESTABLISH A ONE-

CHAIR BEAUTY SALON IN AN R-2 TWO-FAMILY DISTRICT ZONE. THE 

PROPERTY IN QUESTION IS LOCATED AT 401 W. SUL ROSS AND IS 

LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS THE EAST 18.89 FEET OF LOTS 8, 9, 10, ALL OF 

LOTS 1, 2, AND 3, AND THAT PORTION OF THE PLATTED ALLEY LYING 

BETWEEN SAID LOTS, ALL OUT OF BLOCK 28, ORIGINAL TOWNSITE 

OF ALPINE, ENVELOPE 184, PLAT RECORDS OF BREWSTER COUNTY, 

TEXAS. THE PROPERTY ID OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS 35650. THE 

RECORD PROPERTY OWNERS ARE THOMAS ROBINSON AND KAREN 

CHAPMAN. THE CURRENT ZONING OF THE PROPERTY IS R-2 TWO-

FAMILY DISTRICT. THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION IF THE SPECIAL USE 

PERMIT IS APPROVED WILL REMAIN R-2 TWO-FAMILY DISTRICT.

ALL PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD AT CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

LOCATED AT 803 WEST HOLLAND AVENUE TO HEAR CITIZEN VIEWS 

AND COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PROPOSED APPLICATION. 

COPIES OF THE APPLICATION ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL, 100. 

N 13TH STREET, BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8:00 A.M. AND 12:00 P.M. 

AND 1:00 P.M. AND 5:00 P.M. MONDAY TO FRIDAY. QUESTIONS MAY 

BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY AT CITY.

SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.COM OR AT (432) 837-3301, OPTION 1.

Come in Come in 

and check and check 

out our out our 

daily Drink daily Drink 

Specials and Specials and 

Giveaways!Giveaways!

Live Live 

music this music this 

weekend!weekend!

18YR AND UP

 WELCOMED

Coverage to live the
life you want

•• Auto Insurance

•• Business Insurance

• Home Insurance

DonaWBlevins

Your Local Agent

License #1234211

PO BOX 2075

ALPINE, TX 79831-2075

dblevins@farmersagent.com

CCaallll 443322--883377--22222255 ttooddaayy!!
For a no-obligation quote.
Advertisement produced on behalf of the following speci�c insurers and seeking to obtain business for insurance underwritten by

Farmers Insurance Exchange, Fire Insurance Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company, Farmers Insurance
Company ofWashington (Bellevue, WA) or a�liates. In TX: insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange, Fire Insurance
Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company, Farmers Texas County Mutual Insurance Company, Mid-

Century Insurance Company of Texas or Texas Farmers Insurance Company. In NY: insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance
Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company or Farmers New Century Insurance Company. Home o�ce, Los
Angeles, CA.

Each insurer has sole �nancial responsibility for its own insurance. List of all insurers and states where licensed at
farmers.com/companies/state/. Not all insurers are authorized in all states. Not all products, coverages, and discounts are available in

every state and may vary by state. Restrictions, exclusions, limits, and conditions apply. See agent for details.
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with cowboy poetry since 
the fi rst national gathering 
in Elko, Nevada in 1985. 
“It has been a great privi-
lege to get to know and 
work with many of the 
wonderful poets and mu-
sicians that are a part of 
cowboy poetry. These art-
ists pass on not only the 
values but the traditions 
and history of the Western 
way of life through their 
poetry and music, so that 
future generations get a 
taste of what this life en-
tails,” Nowell said.

This year’s gathering 
will be no less spectacular 
than those which proceed-
ed it. The festivities kick 
off  this year on Wednes-
day night with an exhi-
bition rodeo by the Sul 
Ross Rodeo Team. The 
following three days will 
see a series of events that 
attendees can purchase 
tickets for along with 35 
free shows that will be 
hosted in seven diff erent 
classrooms across the Sul 
Ross campus.

Andy Hedges will host 
the Saturday night show 
and he will be joined by 
legends such as Ramb-
lin’ Jack Elliot and Dom 
Flemmons along with 

cowboy artists Pipp Gil-
lette, Brenn Hill, Corb 
Lund, Waddie Mitchell, 
Brigid Reedy, Randy 
Rieman, Rod Taylor and 
Andy Wilkinson.

All will participate in a 
series of recent album du-
ets from Hedges’s recent 
album “Roll On Cow-
boys.”

For folks who appre-
ciate the cowboy way or 
for those whose lives are 
deeply tied to cowboy 
heritage, the Lone Star 
Cowboy Poetry Gather-
ing is a must. Over 30 
artists will participate in 
this three-day event, en-
tertaining attendees with 
tales of their cowboy way 
of life.

Saul notes, “This will 
be a historic Alpine event, 
with the Saturday evening 
performance boasting a 
lineup of folks legends, 
Grammy winners, cow-
boy poets, and singer/
songwriters and musi-
cians.”

“This poetry is the his-
tory of the cowboy. These 
events celebrate that heri-
tage. Our team is commit-
ted to making each year’s 
gathering incredible,” 
added Saul.

POETRY • FROM 1

of support for sexually 
abused children in Brew-
ster, Jeff Davis, Presi-
dio, and Terrell counties. 
Sexually abused children 
who undergo forensic 
interviews must have 
an active investigation 
open. Services provided 
for the children include 
forensic interviews, cri-
sis counseling, SANE 
exams, physical abuse 
exams, therapy for vic-
tims and non-offending 
caregivers, family advo-
cacy, as well as Judicial 
follow-up. The CACBB 
works closely with area 
law enforcement, DFPS, 
prosecution,  mental 
health, and medical pro-
fessionals which makes 
up a multidisciplinary 
team that advocates for 
abused children. 

Now, as they embark 
on this new venture, the 
timing seems serendipi-
tous, coinciding with 
the closure of several 
retail stores in Alpine. 
The driving force be-
hind Charity Thrift is the 
dynamic duo of Gerri 
Davis and Leslie Wil-
liams, who, as dedicated 
volunteers, have curated 
the store’s eclectic col-
lection from an array of 

donated items. Sullivan, 
with a hint of admiration, 
shares, “Gerri and Leslie 
have given more than 
just their time; they’ve 
poured in sweat, shed 
tears, and brought an 
abundance of love. Les-
lie, being from Valentine, 
certainly brings that ex-
tra touch of love to our 
project.” 

When  ques t ioned 
about the store’s vision, 
Gerri Davis reflects on 
their initial discussions, 
stating, “I asked what 

was important, and I was 
told above all, they want-
ed it clean with friendly, 
helpful staff . We wanted 
to create a space where 
people feel welcomed 
and appreciated.” 

The Alpine thrift com-
munity has rallied behind 
Charity Thrift, offering 
invaluable advice and 
support. Sullivan express-
es gratitude, saying, “The 
cooperation from other 
thrift stores has been phe-
nomenal. It truly speaks 
to the spirit of community 

that defi nes Alpine.” 
As the doors swing 

open for the grand open-
ing, patrons can ex-
pect not only an array 
of thrifty treasures but 
also a tangible sense of 
community unity. The 
CACBB invites every-
one to be part of this cel-
ebratory occasion, mark-
ing not just the opening 
of a thrift store but a 
new chapter of resilience 
and commitment for the 
Children’s Advocacy 
Center of the Big Bend.

Leslie Williams and Gerri Davis prepare for the opening of the new thrift 
store benefi tting the Children’s Advocacy Center of the Big Bend. 

Courtesy photo

STORE • FROM 1

Jarmon, local musician rights ad-
vocate, and member of the band 
Batty Jr., Justice Phillips, com-
poser and administrator for Austin 
Classical Guitar, and Claire Puck-
ett, songwriter and member of the 
bands Mother Falcon and Hikes.  

Filmed and recorded in Austin 
in 2022, Hurt’s film originally 
premiered in April of 2023, at the 
Austin Classical Guitar’s venue 
the Rosette. “Serenade, I Miss 

You,” features performances of 
these new works for guitar as well 
as the insights, humor, and philos-
ophy from the composers them-
selves, according to Hurt.

Director of Austin Classical 
Guitar, Matthew Hinsley, said, 
“Serenade, I Miss You, is an hon-
est and intimate portrayal of four 
young musicians’ creative inspira-
tions.” 

The fi lm gives a perspective on 

the lives and processes of creative 
individuals that are usually re-
served for behind-the-scenes and 
that normally take a back seat to 
 the fi nal result of all their eff orts.  

Whether or not the audience on 
Friday is made up of musicians, 
filmmakers, and creatives, the 
fi lm as well as the live music will 
certainly be an insightful window 
into that intricate and fascinating 
world.

HURT • FROM 1

Alpine PD of-
fi cer John “J.R.” 
Subia received 
the 2023 Golden 
Badge Award and 
was recognized 
as Offi  cer of the 
Year from the 
City of Alpine.

Courtesy photo

Subia gets Offi  cer of the Year

A new collaboration 
between the Border-
lands Research Institute 
at Sul Ross State Uni-
versity and Visit Alpine 
has come to fruition. The 
fi rst-ever Wildlife Day is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
February 3.

Wildlife Day is an op-
portunity to learn about 
and celebrate all of the 
creatures that we share 
our desert mountains of 
the Big Bend area with. 
The day is full of free 
events and will begin at 

9 a.m. Activities will in-
clude a guided hike on 
Hancock Hill as well as 
a guided birding excur-
sion near Alpine Creek 
at Kokernot Lodge and 
Park. These two activi-
ties are reservation only, 
and space is limited.

At noon, participants 
can partake in a “Lunch 
and Learn” event in the 
lobby of the historic Hol-
land Hotel. Members of 
the BRI team will talk 
about the current wildlife 
research projects that are 
ongoing at the institute.

That afternoon, sev-
eral downtown shops in 

Alpine will offer wild-
life-themed events and 
specials including Front 
Street Books, Gallery 
on the Square, Javelinas 
on Holland, and Wasser-
man’s.

Front Street Books 
will be offering in-per-
son wildlife cartooning 
and comic book signing, 
Gallery on the Square 
will showcase wildlife 
conservation art, Javeli-
nas on Holland will off er 
music, wildlife t-shirts, 
plushies, and more and 
Carl the Camel will be at 
Wasserman’s.

Later that evening, the 

Granada Theatre will 
host a special screening 
of “Deep in the Heart,” 
a documentary by Ben 
Masters and narrated by 
Matthew McConaughey 
celebrating Texas’ wild-
life diversity and natural 
landscapes.

Following the film 
will be a wildlife panel 
discussion with BRI ex-
perts on several subjects, 
including the status of 
black bear populations 
in the Trans-Pecos and 
beyond. For more infor-
mation visit the visital-
pinetx.com/wildlifeday 
website.

BRI and Visit Alpine team up for Wildlife Day

Talent Search students 

at Alpine High School 

who are interested in a 

career in the healthcare 

professions have an op-

portunity to explore op-

tions later this month on 
February 23 through Sul 
Ross. Interested students 
may pick up an applica-
tion package in the front 
office and applications 
are due by February 8 
and should be turned back 
into the front office. For 

students not a part of the 
Talent Search program but 
who are interested, they 
may apply online. 

Students who are ac-
cepted will tour the facili-
ties at Big Bend Regional 
Medical Center and learn 
from Sul Ross’ campus 

nurse Danielle Bell, RN 
by touring the Sul Ross 
facilities and resources 
along with lunch at the 
University Center. For 
more information contact 
Kaylee Plowman by email 
at kaylee.plowman@
sulross.edu. 

STEM exploration of health professions
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Want more information?
Visit https://frontiercasa.org

Become a CASA Volunteer

Volunteers Needed
NOTICE TO OFFERORS

Marathon ISD

Marathon Independent School District is soliciting 

competitive sealed proposals for the Fencing Renovations 

RE-BID project. For proposal information please contact 

Richard Schwope, 432-362-6565/richards@jsarch.com or 

documents may be downloaded from JSA Architects, Inc. 

website at www.jsarch.com. Proposals are to be submitted 

to JSA Architects, Inc., 415 N. Jackson Ave., Odessa, Texas, 

or via email to Richard Schwope at richards@jsarch.com, 

before 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 13, 2024. MISD does 

not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

sex, religion, age and disability in employment or the 

provision of services.

The successful proposer(s) will be required to enter into 

a general contract with Marathon Independent School 

District.

Faxed proposals from proposers will not be accepted.

Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio • Marfa
432.729.4306 • 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com

SRSU is sponsoring a

NATIONAL READ ALOUD CELEBRATION    

on February 7, 2024,

 that is FREE to families in the community who have children in 

Pre-K - 4th grade.  The event will be held in the

Espino Center on campus from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.  

The celebration will begin with pizza for all and a welcome by Guadalupe 

Garcia McCall, a nationally known author.  Then,  Mayor Catherine Eaves,  Lupita 

Hernandez,  Joey Velasco, Bret Scott, Jennifer Miller, Melissa Wesney, Diana 

Rodriguez, Bradley Carpenter, Mary Beth Garrett, and members of the SRSU 

Football Team will be among the Honored Readers . 

Each family will receive a free copy of the book, I Remember:  Poems and Pictures 

of Heritage, and there will be a drawing of each of the 12 books read during the 

evening. The event is free.

  To register, contact your child's school or Jeanne  Qvarnstrom, 

jqvarnstrom@sulross.edu.

www.sulross.edu
www.pinetx.com/wildlifeday
https://frontiercasa.org
www.marfainsurance.com
www.jsarch.com


 

Dear Neil: After read-
ing your helpful advice for 
a long while I now fear I 
need some personally. I 
had a relatively minor limb 
cut from my pecan tree less 
than one year ago. Now 
there seems to be a very 
large amount of bark fall-
ing from the trunk follow-
ing recent winds. I don’t 
know if it’s related to the 
trimming, but I’m very 
concerned. What might be 
happening?

I’m going to begin with 
the black, water-soaked 
streak that’s coming down 
the side of the trunk. That 
tells us that there is active 
decay within the trunk. Most 
commonly that starts with a 
small branch that hasn’t been 
pruned properly several years 
in the past. If a stub is left in 
place, perhaps even after a 
branch has broken off , the 
wound can’t heal properly 
across the freshly exposed 
surface, and decay sets in. It 
moves up and down almost 
in a straight line as you are 
seeing. You can usually trace 
that line to fi nd the source of 
your trouble. 

And then to your ques-
tion about the bark. When 
the wood inside the trunk is 
decaying, the bark separates 
from it. Since there is so 
much bark falling away, there 
may be a large portion of this 

trunk that is being consumed 
by the decay – enough so that 
I’m concerned that you may 
not be able to save the tree. 
You need to have a certifi ed 
arborist look at this tree im-
mediately. It could be weak 
enough that a strong wind 
could topple it once it leafs 
out.

Dear Neil: Please tell me 
that I wasn’t the butt of a 
joke when, about 30 years 
ago, an old friend told me 
that to be successful when 
transplanting a dogwood 
tree, you had to position 
the branches aiming in the 
same direction they were 
before it was dug. I did 
transplant one using that 
theory and it’s fl ourishing. 
Was there any truth to that 
recommendation?

Whatever works for you. I 
don’t believe you’ll fi nd any 

forestry or horticulture school 
teaching that, but it sounds 
like something worked right, 
so let’s just give it credit this 
time. The fact is, getting the 
root ball at the same depth at 
which it was before the dig 
is a lot more important. So is 
staking and guying any tree 
that is large enough to be 
blown out of plumb by the 
prevailing winds of the sum-
mertime.

Dear Neil: One of my 
live oak trees was rav-
aged by the little wooden 
“marbles” on its twigs last 
summer. They’re still there, 
and I’m wondering if they 
are harmful to the tree. Is 
there anything I can do 
now to prevent them from 
producing more of these 
things next summer?

Those are called “woody 
oak galls,” and they’re ex-
tremely common. They’re 
not especially harmful 
to the tree, but they are 
unsightly, especially 
when you get them 
all over the branches. 
They’re the work of fe-
male wasp-like insects 
that sting the small 
twigs and lay eggs in 
the young tissues. The 
galls are the plants’ 
reactions to the stings. 
All that, and now the 
letdown: there is no 
prevention and there 

is no cure. As a wise ento-
mologist once told me, “You 
might as well learn to brag 
about them.”

Dear Neil: If I want to 

divide my mums, when 

should I do it?

The old rule of thumb is 
that if it blooms in the spring, 
you divide it in the fall, and 
if it blooms in the fall, you 
divide it in the spring. How-
ever, mums get a fast start on 
growth in the spring, so you 
don’t want to wait too long. 
You can see this year’s stems 
at the bases of last year’s 
fl ower stalks. Sometime in 
mid- or late February, on a 
warm, sunny day, you can 
dig up a clump and cut or 
break it into smaller clumps 
two-thirds the size of a ten-
nis ball. Replant those into 
freshly prepared garden soil 
in a well-draining, sunny lo-
cation.

Dear Neil: How are 

snake plants propagated? 

I understand some types 

can be rooted from leaf 

cuttings, but others cannot. 

Why the diff erence?

If you think about the dif-

ferent types of sansevierias, 

you’ll recall that some types 

have cross-banded markings 

across their leaves. Other 

types have bordering bands 

of yellow or white stripes 

around the outer margins of 

their leaves. Those that have 

stripes around their edges are 

referred to as “chimeras.” 

When they develop roots and 

start to send up new leaves, 

the leaves will be partially 

green and partially white 

or yellow. Where the new 

sprout forms will determine 

where the split in color will 

be, but it will defi nitely not 

be all around the outer border 

of the leaves. Those varieties 

can only be propagated by 

division of existing plants. 

By comparison, snake plants 

with cross-banded markings 

propagate easily from leaves 

that are inserted into very 

porous rooting media con-

taining one part of sphagnum 

peat moss and two parts of 

horticultural perlite.

Have a question you’d like 

Neil to consider? E-mail him 

at mailbag@sperrygardens.

com. Neil regrets that he 

cannot reply to questions in-

dividually.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  get away!

  5  lightweight helmet

  6  TX George H.W. 

      Bush alma mater

  7  TX Jim Reeves hit:

      “__ I Losing You”

  8  TX Roy Orbison

      sang Traveling

      Wilburys tune: “Not 

      Alone ___ More”

  9  long, heavy curtains

15  Houston Museum

      of Fine ____”

16  “Red River Shootout”

      award (2 wds.)

19  AL West city with

      Houston & Arlington

21  deeply love

22  TXism: “happy as

      a kid sitting __ 

      _____ Claus’ lap”

27  female sheep

28  valuable things

29  “painful __  _  ___

      in a tight shoe”

30  this Floridian Kathy

      beat TX Zina

      Garrison in 1984

32  fi rst word in

      “Cowtown” (abbr.)

33  TXism: “he’s _ 

      ______  __ his

      own mind” (ego)

36  TXism: “____ thru

      the wringer & hung

      out to dry” (tired)

37  I.M. ___ designed

      Dallas City Hall

38  area beyond

      suburbia

39  TX A.C. Greene or

      TX Larry L. King

41  bolo, e.g. (2 wds.)

  1  “Deaf” Smith

      during the Texas

      Revolution, e.g.

  2  TX George H.W.,

      a dir. of this agcy. 

  3  in Cass County

      on highway 77

  4  Valley Tex-Mex 

      group: “? and ___

      ___________”

  8  “Hill Country State

      Natural ____”

  9  TXism: “____  _

      ____  _____ in

      the woods?” (yes)

10  longtime mayor of

      Dallas _  _ Thornton

42  suddenly bright stars

45  action needed for “4th 

      and long” in football

46  fed. ID no.

47  what TX George

      Foreman did to practice

48  TX Stuart Hamblen

      song: “This ___ House”

49  Hispanic heritage book:

      “__  ___  __ Texas”

52  Rio Grande early name:

      “Rio __  ___ Palmas”

53  NBA rim

      hanger

54  golf accessory

55  speed measure

      in inches (abbr.)

11  money maker for

      the Azle News, e.g.  

12  TXism: “two ____ 

      __  _  ___” (alike)

13  TX Gene Tierney

      1950 fi lm: “Where

      the Sidewalk ____”

14  Mule____, TX

15  TXism: “got as much

      chance as _  _____

      __ a packing plant”

16  ____ Rose, TX

17  annual event in 

      Sunset Valley, TX

18  COVID advice:

      “____  __. Treat it.

      Beat it.”

20  a carbon copy

22  _  _ “Bum” Phillips

23  U.S. intell. agcy.  

24  markdown at a

      Texas retailer

25  in 2023, _  _____

      team won the

      World Series

26  “__  ____, no

      glory”

28  endings for lemon

      and lime drinks

31  “____ is more”

34  ‘tween N and NNE

      on a compass rose

35  boot camp sgt.

37  TXism: “____

      overcoat” (coffi n)

40  archaic term for

      Christmas

43  __-__ piece is an

      opinion column  

44  TX Jack who

      created the MPAA

      fi lm rating system

50  actor Warren in 

      Texas-based fi lm

      “Tough Enough”

51  jeans inventor (init.)
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Sale ends 2/29/24

Pecan tree bark separation

Bark separation a sign of trunk decay

  June 6, 1947
Rep, R. E. Thomason of El 
Paso was confi rmed by the 
Senate to be Federal Judge for 
the Western District of Texas 
on Tuesday. He will preside 
over the El Paso court. Thoma-
son has been serving in Con-
gress for the 16th district for 
many years. 

June 6, 1947
Miss Anne Kate Ferguson, who 
has been a devoted head of the 
speech department at Sul Ross 
College, passed on Sunday. Her 
loss with be grieved by all who 
knew her and by the entire fac-
ulty of the college.

June 6, 1947
A photo of Casa Grande Peak, shown here, is a view that more and 
more tourists will be able to see with the updated roads. Twenty-four 
miles of the new road, which is connected to U.S. 90, is complete, and 
approximately 16 miles are remaining.

June 6, 1947
Billy Jo Anderson and Charles Hugo 
Kappelman, two students from Sul Ross 
College, tied the knot on Friday after-
noon. The town of Alpine and the college 
both wish the couple the best and a happy 
and prosperous future.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

Photos from Alpine Avalanche archives at the Archives of the Big Bend, Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library, Sul Ross State University.

www.morrisonhardware.com


 
Page 8 Alpine Avalanche Thursday, February 1, 2024

 Sports

The Alpine Fightin’ 
Bucks took down their 
opponents last week, 
both at home and away. 
Last Tuesday, January 
23, Alpine High School 
hosted the Crane Golden 
Cranes for a district game 
which resulted in a 72-43 
win for the Bucks. On 
that Friday, they made 
the journey to Stanton 
where they defeated the 
Buff aloes 57-44.

Aaron Hardwick, head 
basketball coach for the 
Bucks, said, “Both the 
Crane and Stanton wins 
were great for us. We are 
battling through illness 
and injuries. It is cool to 
see that no matter who 
is called upon to step 
up, they do so without a 
blink of an eye. That is 
a credit to these young 
men for how they have 
prepared themselves 
mentally and physically.” 

During the  game 
against  the Golden 
Cranes, Alpine took the 
lead 12-8 in the first 
quarter. They maintained 
their lead 24-25 in the 
second quarter, 18-11 in 
the third quarter and 18-9 
in the fourth. With a fi nal 
score of 72-43.

Senior Jace Canaba 
led the team with 32 
points, from 13 success-
ful fi eld goals, four three-
point shots, and two free 

throws. Teammate Evren 

Martinez, also a senior, 

put 14 points on the 

scoreboard, with four 

field goals, four three-

pointers, and two free 

throws.

Fellow Buck play-

ers, Daedrick Hardwick, 

Alec Ramos, Santiago 

Alvidrez, Ferris Daley, 

Zane Wash, and Davian 

Fierro made up the rest 

of the 72 points with an 

impressive percentage 

of successful fi eld goals 

and free throws. Together 

the team had 34 points in 

the paint, 16 off ensive re-

bounds, and 20 defensive 

rebounds.

In Stanton, Alpine took 

the lead immediately 

12-9 in the fi rst quarter 

and advanced that lead in 
the second quarter 16-9. 
The Buff aloes bolstered 
their off ense in the sec-
ond half with 13 added 
points to Alpine’s 16 in 
the third quarter, but it 
wasn’t enough for them 
to outpace the Bucks, es-
pecially with each team 
gaining 13 points in the 
fourth quarter. The fi nal 
score of 57-44 added this 
win to the Fightin’ Bucks 
record. 

The Bucks are 21-5 
overall and 8-0 in dis-
trict. They currently sit 
first in the district with 
Presidio at their heels 
in second with a 7-1 re-
cord. Kermit is in third 
with 6-2 and Stanton is 
in fourth with a district 
record of 3-5.

In the second half of 
the district away game on 
Friday, the ball belonged 
to Alpine, and Canaba 
made a two-point field 
goal which Stanton met 
with one of their own. 
Then, Alejandro Hernan-
dez and Alec Ramos each 
had a series of consecu-
tive scores, boosting the 
Bucks up to 35-20 on the 
scoreboard.

After more points 
gained by Canaba and 
Davian Fierro and some 
pushback from the Buf-
faloes, the Bucks held a 
comfortable 46-31 score 

Bucks take on Golden Cranes, Buff aloes

The Alpine Fightin’ 

Buck boys golf team 

will hit the road today 

for their first tourna-

ment of the season in 

Monahans. While the 

girls’ team has five 

players this season, four 

of them are still on the 

basketball court, and 

Coach Marco Gomez 

hopes to have a full 

girls’ team this year.

Gomez has two re-

turning boys from last 

season, sophomore Da-

vid Baca and senior Ma-

teo Solis. Although he 
lost a player to gradua-
tion, Gomez says these 
two Bucks are sure to 
be on the leaderboards.

Baca was the district 
champion last year and 
Gomez commented that 
Solis has been improv-
ing his game the last 
few weeks leading up 
to today’s tournament.

When asked how he 
believed this fi rst tourna-
ment would go for the 
seasoned golfers, Go-
mez’s reply was “I be-
lieve at any tournament 

Fightin’ Buck 

golf hits the links
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor
Alpine Fightin’ Buck Zane Wash reaches for the 
ball during the tip-off at the Buck’s last game 
against Crane. 

Photo by Annika Canaba

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

After a five-win streak 
spanning this January, the 
Lady Bucks were remind-
ed that you can’t win them 
all. Last Tuesday the Lady 
Bucks played the visiting 
team, the Crane Golden 
Cranes, in a district home 
game which resulted in a 
tough 53-81 loss for the 
Alpine team. 

Head basketball coach 
for the Lady Bucks, Chris-
topher Virdell, said, “The 
Crane game was a tough 
loss for the program. We 
really felt good going into 
this game and the girls 
were excited about playing 
them at home.” 

The two teams were 
well-matched in the first 
quarter, with Alpine lead-
ing 12-11. In the second 
the Golden Cranes jumped 
ahead with 19 points, end-
ing the quarter in the lead 
20-30. Each team added 
18 points to the board in 
the third quarter, maintain-
ing that lead gap, but the 
fourth quarter cemented 
the Golden Crane victory 
53-81.

“We really struggled 
with their press, and we 
lost the turnover battle. I 
was very proud of the girls 
as they could have eas-
ily dropped their heads, 
but they battled together 
and continued to battle to 
the very last minute,” said 
Virdell.

During this game, nearly 
every Lady Buck player put 
points on the scoreboard, 
with players Novah Carras-
co and Collette Fowlkes 
leading the charge. Carras-
co made five field goals, 
three three-pointers, and 
ten free throws. Fowlkes 

followed that with fi ve fi eld 
goals as well and a success-
ful free throw.

Ali Maroney led in de-
fensive rebounds and Hope 
Dominguez and Carrasco 
tied with three offensive 
rebounds each.

Later that week the Lady 
Bucks traveled to Stanton 
for a district away game 
against the Buff aloes. The 
Lady Bucks held their own 
through most of the game, 
however, they had a steep 
second quarter that they 
couldn’t recover from, 
ending with a 42-58 loss.

“The Stanton game was 
the opposite for the girls. 
We won the turnover bat-
tle but struggled shooting 
from the fl oor in all areas,” 
Virdell said. 

Having beaten the Buf-
faloes at home previously, 
Stanton held a four-point 
lead at the end of the fi rst 
quarter, 14-18 over the 
Lady Bucks. That differ-
ence jumped in the second 
quarter when Alpine only 
gained four points while 

the Buff aloes put 20 extra 
points on the board. 

At the end of the third 
quarter, the Lady Bucks 
had 30 points and the 
Buff aloes had 52. The Al-
pine team didn’t give in 
for the fourth quarter, but 
sadly their added 12 points 
weren’t enough to close the 
gap. The game ended with 
the hosting team winning 
42-58.

“Neither of those losses 
will change the philosophy 
of what we want to do as a 
team on the fl oor, pressure 
defense and run the ball in 
transition. We just need to 
win the turnover battle and 
be more consistent from 
the fi eld in shooting,” said 
Virdell.

Carrasco and Domin-
guez had a striking 
31-point combination out 
of the 42-point total for the 
game. Carrasco made sev-
en fi eld goals, two three-
point shots, and fi ve free 
throws. Dominguez made 
fi ve fi eld goals and a free 
throw along with fi ve re-

bounds and six steals.
Maroney led with seven 

rebounds and three assists 
and Carrasco had the most 
steals with a total of nine.

“The girls were devas-
tated after both games, but 
they are resilient and un-
derstand we have games 
to play with the chance to 
better our position. These 
young ladies are amazing 
competitors, and they will 
fi ght in every game to the 
very end,” Virdell said.

On Tuesday the Lady 
Bucks played their final 
home district game against 
the Tornillo Coyotes, de-
feating them 75-20.

“We are preparing for 
our last two district games 
and are excited about get-
ting ready for the playoff s,” 
said Virdell.

The Lady Buck’s last 
district game is against the 
Kermit Yellow Jackets, 
scheduled for tomorrow in 
Kermit. The Alpine team 
won their last game against 
the Yellow Jackets 52-44, 
at the beginning of January.

Lady Bucks win last home game

See BUCKS • 9

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

The Lady Bucks battled it out in Stanton last Friday. 

Photo by J.T. Maroney

Sports Schedule
FIGHTIN’ BUCK BASKETBALL

Feb. 2 Alpine vs Kermit* JV 5 p.m. 
9th Gold 6:30 p.m. Varsity 8 p.m.
Feb. 9 Alpine vs Presidio* JV 5 p.m. 
9th Gold 6:30 p.m. Varsity 8 p.m.
Feb. 13 Compass vs Alpine* JV 5 
p.m. Varsity 6:30 p.m.

LADYBUCKBASKETBALL

Feb. 2 Alpine vs Kermit* JV 5 p.m. 
Varsity 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 7. OPEN
Feb. 13-14 Bi-District

FIGHTIN’ BUCK POWERLIFTING

Feb. 10 Kermit
Feb. 15 WinkGLQ
Feb. 22 PecosBLQ

FIGHTIN’BUCKTRACK & FIELD

Feb. 9 TBA El Paso
Feb. 16 Queen City Relays Del Rio

FIGHTIN’ BUCK BASEBALL

Feb. 13 Alpine vs Fort Stockton 
(scrimmage) JV 4:30 p.m. Varsity 
7 p.m.
Feb. 16 Alpine vs Monahans 
(scrimmage) JV 4:30 p.m. Varsity 
7 p.m.

LADY BUCK SOFTBALL

Feb. 10 Pecos/Kermit Scrimmage 
@ Pecos TBA
Feb. 15-17 Tx Lead off  Tourney @ 
College Station TBA

TENNIS

Feb. 2 Alpine vs Crane Varsity
Feb. 8 Alpine vs Monahans JV

BOYS GOLF

Feb. 9-10 Pecos Tournament
Feb. 16-17 Fort Stockton 
Tournament

*Denotes District Game 

David Baca prepares to tee off  during last sea-
son’s Alpine tournament. 

Photo by Kara Gerbert

See GOLF • 9

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Brought to you by

ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 North Highway 118

432-837-2518

GAS • DIESEL • PROPANE

Fuels

FERRIS DALEYFERRIS DALEY

Off for a whole year due to injury, Ferris is finally beginning 
to get his shooting touch back!  vs Presidio, Daley scored 
10pts and went perfect from the 3pt line (2-2). Daley then 
doubled down on Friday’s win against Odessa Compass 

scoring 22pts and going 4-8 from the 3pt line!
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margin at the end of the 
third quarter. Canaba 
fought for 21 points total, 
with nine fi eld goals and 
three free throws. 

“We knew Stanton 
was going to bring their 
best. We also knew that 
Stanton Coach Este-
van Chavez would try 
to  make adjustments to 
slow us down. In the end, 
we were able to perse-
vere and execute on both 
sides of the basketball,” 
said Hardwick.

“The team is focused 
and understands what 
needs to be done. Like I 
said before, we are deal-
ing with some injuries 
and illnesses, but the 
team has that ‘next man 
up’ mentality while hav-
ing each other’s backs,” 
Hardwick said.

On Tuesday, the Alpine 
Bucks stayed home for 
their last district home 
game with the Tornillo 
Coyotes.

“Tuesday ’s  game 
against Tornillo will be 

intense and hotly con-
tested. Tornillo is one 
spot out of fourth place, 
so they will play with 
great desperation. We 
must match that early on 
and throughout the ball 
game,” said Hardwick 
before that game.

The Alpine Bucks re-
main undefeated in dis-
trict play, winning 71-56 

over the Tornillo Coyotes, 
increasing their current 
district record by one.

Next up for the Bucks, 
an away district game 
against the Kermit Yel-
low Jackets, scheduled 
for tomorrow at 8 p.m. 
The Bucks won their last 
game against the Yellow 
Jackets at the beginning 
of January 76-57.

BUCKS • FROM 8

it is always a challenge. 
Especially the very fi rst 
tournament of the season. 
Even though some of my 
players have played the 
Monahans course before, 
nerves and jitters can get 
the best of them, and new 
players, may not know 
how tournament play 
feels.”

Although the Bucks 
play numerous teams 
throughout the season, 
their district competi-

tion remains the same as 
that of the other sports 
at Alpine High School. 
Gomez sees the Kermit 
boys being a big chal-
lenge for his team this 
year, and the Odessa 
Compass team, both 
boys and girls will give 
the Bucks a run for their 
money.

Next up for the Bucks 
is another out-of-town 
tournament on February 
9-10 in Pecos.

GOLF • FROM 8

Softball season for the 
Lady Bucks is swiftly ap-
proaching with their fi rst 
scrimmage already under 
their belt and their first 
neutral tournament game 
scheduled for February 
15. On Saturday the Lady 
Bucks traveled to Mid-
land for the first scrim-
mage against Midland 
and Fort Stockton teams. 

Head softball coach, 
Christopher Virdell said, 
“The softball scrimmage 
went very well. We went 
into the scrimmage with 
the mindset of it being 
a glorifi ed practice, as it 
should be. I expected us 
to struggle in the areas 
we did, but overall, I was 
pleased with some things 
I feel we are ahead of the 
curve on.”

With last year’s gradu-
ating class, the softball 
team has become a new 
one with athletes joining 
for their fi rst season.

“It is a new and young 
team that will have to 
learn to play together and 
fi nd their roles and that 

will take a while. So, I 
am very patient in what 
we are doing, simply 
because I know the end 
result will be amazing,” 
said Virdell.

Unlike these past vol-
leyball and basketball 
seasons, where many of 
the players transfer from 
one team to the other, the 
Alpine High School soft-
ball team will be mostly 
independent players ac-

cording to the coach.
“Most of the team are 

not in basketball, we will 
only gain two players 
when basketball is over. 
I will have several fresh-
men who will have to 
play key roles this year 
in different positions. 
But we have great upper-
classmen to lead the way 
with a ton of experience 
and that combination 
will lead to great things 

for the program,” Virdell 
said.

This season will be a 
very developmental one, 
and there will most likely 
be dramatic changes and 
advancements from the 
beginning to the end, 
as the players fi nd their 
stride as a team. How-
ever, the players aren’t 
completely brand new, 
as many of them work 
on their skills in the off -
season and on their own. 

“I am very fortunate 
that the community and 
parents help prepare 
these girls before they 
reach me in softball, a lot 
of them play during the 
off -season and are work-
ing on softball on their 
own, that puts the pro-
gram ahead for certain,” 
Virdell said.

The Lady Buck’s next 
scrimmage is scheduled 
for Saturday, February 
10 in Pecos, and the Lead 
Off  Classic tournament in 
College Station is sched-
uled for February 14-17.

Lady Bucks ramp up for softball season

This season’s Alpine Lady Bucks are once again 
under the direction of Coach Christopher Virdell, 
who has confi dence in the girls’ performance. Pic-
tured are last year’s team with Coach Virdell dur-
ing a scrimmage before their fi rst season game. 

Photo by Shawn Yorks

This year’s Alpine High School powerlifting team took to the Sul Ross cam-
pus recently to pose for the camera. Made up of seven boys and 14 girls, this 
season’s team is on their way to greatness.

Courtesy photo

The Alpine  High 
School tennis program 
has gained a new coach 
for the upcoming sea-
son, and Lauren Marti-
nez is looking forward 
to this Spring. Practice 
has been in full swing al-
ready and the Bucks’ fi rst 
scrimmage is tomorrow 
against the Crane Golden 
Cranes.

“This is my fi rst season 
coaching tennis at AHS 

and I’m excited to kick 
off  our season this Friday 
against Crane. We’ve 
been working hard on all 
skills while focusing on 
improving our technique 
and stamina,” said Mar-
tinez before the trip to 
Crane.

This season the team 
is balanced out with both 
returning and fresh play-
ers. The program has 
nine returners from last 
season: three Seniors, 
two Juniors, and four 

Sophomores. They also 
have 11 newcomers: sev-
en Freshmen, and four 
Juniors.

With nine players re-
turning and Martinez 
working with them and 
the new players on their 
skills, the coach has a 
bright outlook for a posi-
tive season.

“We are looking for-
ward to a great Spring 
season and can’t wait to 
get started,” said Marti-
nez.

Bucks get new tennis coach
BY JOH COVINGTON

Staff  Writer

BY JOH COVINGTON

Staff  Writer

Stronger than the rest

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS
Property owners have certain rights that may 

reduce their property tax burden.

HOMEOWNERS
Persons who own their residence may claim their home as a residential homestead. 
The filing of this document is only necessary if the homeowner has changed 
homesteads, the appraisal district has requested an updated application, or the 
owner has become eligible for additional exemptions since last year. A copy of a 
current driver’s license must accompany the application. Persons who purchase their 
home during 2024 and the home purchased does not have an existing homestead 
exemption from the prior owner, the new owner may receive a prorated homestead. 
The proration is from the date the homeowner qualifies. Details may be obtained 
from your local appraisal district. Homeowners may also defer the portion of the 
tax on their residence homestead if the value of the home was raised more than 5% 
above the previous year. Although the tax collection is deferred, interest continues 
to run on the unpaid portion of tax at a rate of 8% per annum and the deferred tax 
remains a lien on the property. To apply for the deferral, the owner should contact 
the appraisal district which appraised the property in question and complete an 
application.
 

DISABLED PERSONS
Persons who are disabled under Social Security law are entitled to additional 
exemptions on their residential homestead. Disabled applicants must apply with the 
appraisal district and furnish a determination letter from Social Security. Disabled 
persons receive all benefits on their home that are available to over 65 persons (see 
below).

PERSONS WHO ARE OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE-

EXEMPTIONS AND DEFERRAL
Persons who are over 65 years of age or disabled persons may file for additional 
exemptions and a ceiling on school taxes for their residential homestead if they 
became 65 during 2023 or will be 65 during 2024. Over-65 persons should apply 
for this exemption at the appraisal district office in their county. Over-65 persons 
are also eligible to defer paying the tax on their residential homestead if they wish. 
The taxes continue to accrue during the deferral plus interest, but no attempt will 
be made to force payment during the deferral. Details and an application may be 
obtained from any appraisal district or the State Comptroller.

DISABLED VETERANS
Persons who have been declared disabled by the Veteran’s Administration are eligible 
for additional exemptions on property they own. The declaration letter from VA 
is mailed annually, but the appraisal district only needs a copy in the first year of 
eligibility or if the percentage of disability changes. In certain situations where 
the disabled vet is 100% disabled, unemployable and receiving 100% disability 
compensation, their homestead may be completely exempt. An annual reapplication 
for the 100% exemption may be required by the Chief Appraiser.

FARM AND RANCH OWNERS
Farmers and ranchers may be entitled to receive an alternate method of appraisal 
determined by the farm income to the property. This method is available to farms 
and ranches commercially raising crops or livestock or which are used as a wildlife 
habitat under State guidelines. An application for agricultural use value and 
additional information is available from your appraisal district. Re-filing is only 
necessary if requested to do so by the Chief Appraiser

EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS
Exemption applications for all property tax exemptions including total exemptions 
for charitable, religious, and other total exemptions may be obtained from an 
appraisal district nearest you or through the State Comptroller’s Office at 1/800-252-
9121 or from their website at http://www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/02-
forms.html  

BUSINESS PERSONAL PROPERTY OWNERS
State law requires the filing of a rendition declaring what types of business personal 
property that a person or company owns. Failure to file the rendition will result 
in a 10% penalty. If a fraudulent rendition is filed, a 50% penalty is mandated. A 
rendition can be obtained from the appraisal district office where the property is 
located. Deadline-April 15. A 30-day filing extension is available by written request.

PROTESTING PROPERTY VALUE
Taxpayers whose property value increases by at least $1000 will be mailed a 
reappraisal notice stating the proposed value. The taxpayer may file a protest of the 
value change by completing the protest form that will be included in the notice. An 
informal hearing will be available to taxpayers, and if not satisfied, the taxpayer may 
have a formal hearing before the Bee County Appraisal Review Board.

If you have questions about any of these topics, please contact the Brewster County 
Appraisal District at (432) 837-2332 or come by our office at 107 W Ave E. Alpine, 
Texas. Other information may also be available on the Comptroller’s website at 
comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/

ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.laposadamilagro.net
www.alpineretirementhomes.com
http://www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/02
www.comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax


 

MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT 

FOR RENT/LEASE HELP WANTED WANT TO BUY GARAGE SALE GARAGE SALE

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Mobile homes and 
spaces. Close to 
Sul Ross University.  
Frontier Mobile 
Home Village. 1102 
N. 9th St. trailer #35 
Alpine.  Call 432-
837-2736    

FOR RENT/LEASE  

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539  

407 E Lockhart #2 
3 BR / 1 Bath Rent 
$1095.00/mo + De-
posit 432-249-0293 

LUXURY DUPLEXES 
FOR LEASE 

Spacious 
2&3bd/2ba 
duplexes for lease, 
across from the golf 
course, covered 
back patio, fenced 
backyard, one car 
garage, laundry 
area, stove and frig 
furnished.  NO PETS 
ALLOWED.  Call or 
text 432-213-1555   

102 Baeza Circle – Ft. 
Davis, 2 BR / 1 bath, 
Rent $1,000.00/mo 
+ deposit.  432-249-
0293 

400 N. State St. – Ft. 
Davis, Studio Apt / 1 
bath, Rent $595.00/
mo + deposit.  432-
249-0293 

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedicated 
employees to fi ll 
night audit.  Excel-
lent pay and ben-
efi ts.  Please apply 
in person at 2607 
West Highway 90. 

Holiday Inn Express 

is seeking dedicat-
ed employees to fi ll 
morning front desk, 
breakfast attendant, 
and housekeeping 
positions. Please 
apply in person at 
2004 East Highway 
90.   

Help Wanted apply 
in person at Cel-

ebration Liquor 704 
W. Holland. 

WANT TO BUY

I buy cast iron skil-
lets please text or 
call 512-963-7533  

Want to buy old 
Colt pistols and 
old Winchester 

Lever Action rifl es. 
Daytime phone 
#: 432-294-2094. 
Nights/weekends: 
432-364-2234  

GARAGE SALE

 Estate sale - Friday 
and Saturday 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.  301-Mile-
High Road, 10 miles 

south towards Big 
Bend.  Furniture, 
tools, dishes, and 
cameras. 

ESTATE SALE - 

ALPINE- FRIDAY 

& SATURDAY, 

FEBRUARY  9 & 10, 

2024, at the corner 
of E Ave B and  N 
Walker St, that 

beautiful two story 
Spanish style pink 
house..  A variety of 
household and yard 
items. For pictures 
go to Facebook 
“Pink Lady Estate 
Sale”. Fri.12:00 noon 
till 6:00pm and Sat. 
9:00am till 4:00pm 
2/1 & 2/8 
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ALPINE INDEPENDENT

 SCHOOL DISTRICT

 VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

DISTRICT PEIMS 

COORDINATOR 

The Alpine Independent School District is accepting 

applications for the position of District PEIMS Coordinator. 

This team member coordinates the collection, integration, 

and formatting of all data required for district submissions 

according to Texas Education Agency standards. Training will 

be provided.   Must be a high school graduate, college hours 

preferred. Two years previous experience in an educational 

setting is preferred. Skills required: Ability to maintain accurate 

records and meet State prescribed deadlines; computer skills 

and experience with spreadsheets, databases, and word 

processing; and strong organizational, communication, and 

interpersonal skills. Must be detail oriented. Must be able to 

work cooperatively with administration, campus, business 

off ice, and personnel off ice staff  for provision and submission 

of reports and data.

 Applications will be accepted until position is filled. 

Applications may be submitted by mail, FAX, or e- mail to the 

address listed below.  

Application Procedure: Submit district application (may 

be downloaded from http://www.alpine.esc18.net – under 

Employment), resume, and college transcript (if applicable) to:

Dr. Michelle Rinehart, Supt.
Alpine ISD

704 W. Sul Ross Avenue
Alpine, Texas 79830

e-mail: mrinehart@alpineisd.net 

FAX:  432-837-7740

Alpine ISD is an E.O.E. – questions concerning application procedure 

should be directed to (432) 837-7700. 

Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

NO. PR03129

IN RE ESTATE OF  § IN THE COUNTY COURT

   §    SITTING IN PROBATE

WILLIAM DALE MARTIN, §   OF

Deceased   §        BREWSTER COUNTY, TEXAS

REQUEST FOR BIDS

The Estate of William Dale Martin, Cause PR03029, County 
Court of Brewster County requests bids for the purchase of real 
property located in Marathon, Texas.

The property has a street address of  101 S. 4th St W., Marathon, 
Texas, being more particularly described as Lot 11, Block 34, Old 
Town Marathon, Brewster County, Texas.

The property will be sold “AS-IS”. There will be NO seller’s 
disclosure of property condition. Title will be conveyed by 
a special warranty deed. This is a sale by an estate and the 
provisions of the Texas Estate Code shall be followed. Court 
Approval is required for the sale to be fully completed.

The Estate will accept sealed bids actually received by midnight 
February 9, 2023.

Minimum bid is $20,000.00.

Bids shall be in written. Bidder shall include the following 
information: name, address, phone number, email address, and 
the amount of the bid.

Bid shall be sealed in an envelope.

The bid envelope shall have Bid for Estate of Martin written 
clearly on the envelope.

The bid envelope shall be placed inside a second envelope 
which shall be addressed to

Robert E. Steele
Dependent Administrator of the Estate of William Dale Martin
PO Box 1765
Alpine, TX 79831
Phone: 432-294-5757

Envelopes shall be opened on February 13, 2023 in open court 
at the County Court of Brewster County. If the February 13,, 
2023, hearing is reset, the bids shall be opened at the next 
scheduled probate docket. The winning bidder shall be notified. 
If the successful bidder fails to complete the transaction, the 
Estate may award the bid to the next highest bidder. If no bid 
greater than $20,000.00 is received, the Estate may hold another 
auction.

The successful bidder must close within 2 weeks of notification 
that he/she tendered the successful bid.

STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF BREWSTER

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CAUSE NO. CVB23243

To: DEFENDANTS UNKNOWN HEIRS OF GERONIMO Q. MON, DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OF JANUARIA J. MON, DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF VICTOR C. MON, DECEASED, AND 
ANY AND ALL KNOWN OR UNKNOWN OWNERS OR CLAIMANTS OF ANY INTEREST, RIGHT, 
OR TITLE IN: BLK 214, SEC 25 NE/4 TSTL (PROPERTY ID 13832) AND BLK 214, SEC 25 SE/4 TSTL 
(PROPERTY ID 13834).

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. YOU MAY EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF 
YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO NOT FILE A WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO 
ISSUED THIS CITATION BY 10:00 A.M. ON THE MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING THE EXPIRA-
TION OF FORTY-TWO (42) DAYS AFTER YOU WERE SERVED THIS CITATION STATED THIS 
16 DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2023, AND FIRST AMENDED PETITION, A DEFAULT JUDGMENT 
MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU.

You are hereby commanded to appear by filing a written answer to the petition of plaintiff at or before 10 
o'clock a.m. of the Monday next after the expiration of forty-two days, after the date of service of this cita-
tion stated this 16 day of November, 2023, before the Honorable Roy B. Ferguson, 394th Judicial District 
Court of Brewster County, Texas, at the courthouse in the city of Alpine, Texas.

Said petition was filed in said court, on the 27th day of September, 2023, in cause number CVB23243 on 
the docket of said court and styled:

JAMES R. JACKSON
vs.

GERONIMO Q. MON; JANUARIA J. MON; AND VICTOR C. MON

The nature of this cause is to wit: CLAIMS FOR ADVERSE POSSESSION AND QUITE TITLE OF 
THE REAL PROPERTY MORE FULLY AND PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS THE FOLLOW-
ING: BLK 214, SEC 25 NE/4 TSTL (PROPERTY ID 13832) containing 160 acres, AND BLK 214, 
AND SEC 25 SE/4 TSTL (PROPERTY ID 13834) containing 160 acres, AND FOR A DECLARATION 
OF A FEE SIMPLE TITLE IN PLAINTIFF AS IS MORE FULLY SHOWN BY PLAINTIFF'S FIRST 
AMENDED PETITION ON FILE IN THIS SUIT.

The officer executing this citation shall promptly serve the same according to requirements of law, and 
mandates thereof, and make due return as the law directs.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of said court at Alpine, Brewster County, Texas this the 16 day 
of November, 2023.

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:  Sarah Fellows Martinez, District Clerk
CASSIE GRESHAM   203 N. 7th Street
14101 HWY 290 W, BLDG 1300  Alpine, Texas 79830
AUSTIN, TX 78737
                By:                                                                  

�������������

FEBRUARY 12, 2024

 PUBLIC SALE--9:AM

LEGAL NOTICE TO OWNERS:

2002 Chevy Suburban C15—3GNEC16Z22G347232—$500.00

2006 Volvo—YV4CY592X61252846—$500.00

2003 Chevy K15—3GNFK16Z33G199830—$500.00

2006 Mazda—JM1CR293X60101986—$300.00

2005 Chevy Tahoe—1GNEC13T85R217699—$1500.00

2011 VW Jetta—3VWDX7AJ2BM096367—$1000.00

2008 Chevy Silverado—3GCEK13J78G288472—$4000.00

2005 Chevy Truck—2GCEC13T451147071—$2000.00

2015 Suzi MC—JS1NP41A9F2100105—$800.00

2014 Ford Mustang—1ZVBPEM2E5260096—$800.00

1999 Ford Explorer—1FMZU35P8XZB24795—$500.00

2015 Chevy Traverse—1GNKRGKD2FJ105608—$600.00

Owner may show ownership to reclaim  
vehicle and pay towing, recovery,  

& storage fees.  

Storage will accrue daily

& Cannot be computed until vehicle is claimed.

Sixto’s Wrecker Service

901 E. US Hwy. 90 Marathon TX 79842

(432) 386-4551

TDLR #0001360VSF                    www.tdlr.texas.gov

Appraiser Trainee 
 

Raymond E. Herrera, RPA
Chief Appraiser

PART-TIME

www.wtnb.com
www.brewstercotad.org
www.tdlr.texas.gov
http://www.alpine.esc18.net
www.alpineavalanche.com
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FACILITY MANAGER/

GROWER 

position available with 

Village Farms LP 

located in 

Fort Davis, TX. 

Position will assist in managing 

all activities connected to 

the site; management of all 

environmental, irrigation and 

fertilization controls; and labor 

force cost management against 

budget. 10% of Domestic and 

International travel required 

(Canada and Mexico). 

To apply please email resume 

clearly referencing 

Job Code 11217.34 to 

dgemmel@villagefarms.com. 

EOE

Village Farms is seeking a detailed 
oriented individual to join our team as

Shipping/Receiving Clerk
for our Marfa 2 location.

Responsibilities include loading 
and unloading, forklift operation, 

preparation of shipping documents, 
verify deliveries, maintain warehouse 

and other general duties.

Requirements: Must be willing to work 

weekends and holidays, ability to 
work independently, verbal, and 

written communication skills, working 
knowledge of computers and forklift 

pass a pre-employment drug screen.

Interested candidates should call 
(432)729-3071 Ext. 607

or fax resume to (432)375-6241.
Applications are also available at Village 

Farms Security Stations 3 Miles N. Hwy 17 
Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 17 FT. Davis, TX

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• FULL-TIME BOOKKEEPER

 with experience

• ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

• MEDICAL BILLER

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

• PART TIME - MAINTENANCE WORKER,

 PCHS locations

• HOUSEKEEPER- PART TIME

• FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST- Alpine

Now Hiring

Aramark
Campus Dining
is now hiring for 

the following 
positions:

Baristas

Day and Night 
Dishwashers

Daytime Cashier

Pay is based on experience.
Please visit our website

to apply!

www.careers.aramark.com

Questions? Call 432-837-8670

rk.co

7 867

ARB Board Member
 

Must have some business 
background, owner of commercial 
real estate, Owner of small business, 
any real estate background 
preferred. Will be hearing protests 
from property owners and making 
decisions as to property values. 
Please contact Esther Howard at  
ehoward0711@gmail.com

Raymond E. Herrera, RPA
Chief Appraiser

432-837-2558
107 W. Ave E. #2
Alpine, TX 79830

www.brewstercotad.org

San Vicente ISD is looking 

for a FT daycare worker. 
M-F 7:30-4.  $14.00 per hour plus 

medical, dental and vision benefits 

to start.   Email Anita Hernandez at 

ahernandez@svisd.com or call 

432-244-3131 for an application or 

email Mary Maltos at 

mmaltos@svisd.com 

for more information.

Jessi Milam, Ed.D.

Superintendent, San Vicente ISD 

195 Escuela Vista Drive, BBNP, 

Texas 79834

Off ice: (432) 244-3131 

Cell: (432) 244-1060

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication and any attachments 

herein may contain privileged or confidential information, and is 

intended for the named recipient(s) only. If you are not the intended 

recipient, please advise the sender by reply e-mail and immediately 

delete this e-mail and any attachments without saving, reading, copying, 

forwarding, or otherwise retaining or disclosing any of its contents. 

Disclosure or use of any part of this message by persons other than the 

intended recipient is prohibited.

Call Express Nursing at 432-580-9393.  
Ask for Myra

Helping Others?

Helping Others?

Make a career of it
!Enjoy

Enjoy
Looking to 

hire Physical 
Therapists in 
the Big Bend 
area for home 
health visits.

Home Health Care
Improve the quality of life of

patients who require ongoing

care and support, allowing 

them to maintain their 

independence and dignity 

while receiving the 

necessary assistance to 

manage their health and 

well-being.

Physical Therapy
A convenient & effective 

way for patients to receive 

physical therapy in the 

comfort of their own home.

Community 

Forward
Trusted since 1891

Locally owned

 704 E Holland Ave, Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.brewstercotad.org
www.careers.aramark.com
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Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.

432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

Start Today

Comparison is the enemy of progress. 
Sometimes, I can’t help but feel discouraged 
about my guitar-playing skill level after watch-
ing my favorite instrumental rock musician 
shred an epic solo in a performance video on-
line. There’s a canyon between where I am and 
where I want to be. The reason this can be so 
damaging to progress is that we forget we are 
seeing the product of years of practicing and 
perfecting the skill. The comparison also puts 
too much attention on the end result and not 
enough on what you can do today.

So, what can we do today? 
Honestly, not a lot. We all just have twenty-

four hours in a day. Habits take a while to form 
(and to break). In the case of guitar playing, 
muscle memory, and agility take a while to 
form. But the result we see so quickly when 
observing someone we want to be like took 
days. There is no magic or secret, just starting 
and staying consistent, making valuable daily 
decisions. 

By “starting”, I mean that one day, the pro 
football player had to learn how to play foot-
ball and the rock star guitar player held a guitar 
for the fi rst time. Nobody is born with habits 
or even the skill level we see in many of our 
role models. Before it was developed, it was 

attempted. And that’s what we can do today. 
We can start and make an attempt. 

I always found it surprising how short and 
sweet Jesus’ call to his disciples Simon and 
Andrew was. “And Jesus said to them, “Fol-
low me, and I will make you become fi shers 
of men,” (Mark 16:15). If I were in a similar 
situation, I would add some details, some dis-
claimers, and maybe a contract or two. We 
know it was special to just be in Jesus’ pres-
ence, but I also believe Jesus knew this was 
not about giving all the details but about just 
getting the disciples started. The “follow me” 
was the invitation and the “I will make you” 
was the promise that all the rest will come 
once they take the fi rst step. 

There was a lot of training that was going 
to need to happen in the next years to prepare 
the disciples for the growth and persecution of 
the church; it is not like the disciples weren’t 
going to have an important job. But Jesus of-
fers the disciples an invitation to follow him, 
an invitation to the daily commitment, not the 
end result.

We can get so caught up in where we want 
to be, it can seem impossible to get there, so 
why even try? Because it starts with today. 
Growing spiritually, in your knowledge of 
scripture or even your disciplines, starts with 
one step. I challenge you today to try taking 
the fi rst today.

BY ANDREW POSADAS
Fuente de Vida (Spanish Assembly)

In what activities did 
you participate in 
high school?
Throughout my years 
in high school, I 
only participated in 
cheerleading as well as 
being a football trainer. 

Who was your favorite 
teacher/coach, and 
why?
 Throughout high school, 
I had a couple of teachers 
that helped me.  I cannot 
choose one, but I would 
say a big thank you to 

Charlie our janitor his wife 
Mrs. Rena, and our nurse 
Ms. Gayla. 

What was your 
favorite moment in 
the last four years?
 My favorite moment was 
cheering on Friday night 
lights. 
What are your plans 
after high school?
My plan after high school 
is to either move to San 
Angelo for cosmetology 
school or go into the Air 
Force. 

SE
NIO

R

Spot
ligh

t

Sponsored bySSS ddd bbb

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Jaelyn MonclovaJaelyn Monclova

Alpine Volunteer Fire De-
partment along with other 
emergency services personnel 
responded to a structure fi re 
on the southeast side of Alpine 
Tuesday morning. According 
to the Alpine Police Depart-
ment, at approximately 7:32 
a.m. Tuesday morning, a shed 
in the 1700 block of E. Avenue 
H caught fi re and was a com-
plete loss. No injuries to per-
sons or pets occurred and the 
cause of the fi re is still under 
investigation.

Photo courtesy of Felipe Fierro 

and the Alpine Police Department.

Early morning structure fi re bellows black smoke

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.bigbend.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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NOTICE OF SALE

STATE OF TEXAS § BY VIRTUE OF AN ORDER OF SALE

 §

BREWSTER COUNTY § DATED 12th DAY OF DECEMBER, 2023

and issued pursuant to judgment decree(s) of the District Court of Brewster County, Texas, by the Clerk of said Court on said date, in the hereinafter 

February, 2024, the same being the 6th day of said month, at the Brewster County Courthouse, 201 W. 

Ave. E, in the City of Alpine, Texas, between the hours of 10 o’clock a.m. and 4 o’clock p.m. on said day beginning at 10:00 AM, proceed to sell 

for cash to the highest bidder all the right, title, and interest of the defendants in such suit(s) in and to the following described real estate levied 

upon as the property of said defendants, the same lying and being situated in the County of Brewster and the State of Texas, to-wit:  

TXB21258, Account No(s). 108000110005020200(26406), BREWSTER COUNTY, ET AL VS. LOUISE BRUEGGMANN,  20.00  acres, more 

 40.00  acres, 

more or less, being the Northwest 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 13, Block G-12, GC & SF RR Original Grantee, Brewster  County, Texas, as 

 40.00 acres,  more or 

 The Northwest 1/4 of  the 

 Lot 8, Block 3,  North 

 

 

(any volume and page references, unless otherwise indicated, being to the Deed Records, Brewster County, Texas, to which instruments  reference 

may be made for a more complete description of each respective tract.) or, upon the written request of said  defendants or their attorney, a 

shall be subject to the right of redemption of the defendants or any person having an interest  therein, to redeem the said property, or their interest 

therein, within the time and in the manner provided by law, and shall be subject to  any other and further rights to which the defendants or anyone 

interested therein may be entitled, under the provisions of law. Said sale to be made by me to satisfy the judgment(s) rendered in the above styled 

and numbered cause(s), together with interest, penalties, and costs of suit, and the proceeds of said sales to be applied to the satisfaction thereof, 

and the remainder, if any, to be applied as the law directs.  

Dated at Alpine, Texas, ________________

  _______________________________________

  Brewster County, Texas

 By: _______________________________________

  Deputy

Notes:

for a person owning an interest in the property or for a person who is a party to the suit (other than a taxing unit), is the aggregate amount of the 

THIS SALE IS BEING CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO STATUTORY OR JUDICIAL REQUIREMENTS.  BIDDERS WILL BID ON 
THE RIGHTS, TITLE, AND INTERESTS, IF ANY, OWNED BY THE DEFENDANT(S)IN SUCH SUIT(S) IN AND TO THE REAL  
PROPERTY OFFERED. 
 
THE PROPERTY IS SOLD AS IS, WHERE IS, AND WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED.  NEITHER 
THE COUNTY NOR THE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT WARRANTS OR MAKES ANY REPRESENTATIONS ABOUT THE 
PROPERTY’S TITLE, CONDITION, HABITABILITY, MERCHANTABILITY, OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  
BUYERS ASSUME ALL RISKS. 
 
IN SOME SITUATIONS, A LOT OF FIVE ACRES OR LESS IS PRESUMED TO BE INTENDED FOR RESIDENTIAL USE.  
HOWEVER, IF THE PROPERTY LACKS WATER OR WASTEWATER SERVICE, THE PROPERTY MAY NOT QUALIFY FOR 
RESIDENTIAL USE.  A POTENTIAL BUYER WHO WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION SHOULD MAKE ADDITIONAL 
INQUIRIES OR CONSULT WITH PRIVATE COUNSEL. 
 
******************************************************************************************************************

ESTA VENTA SE REALIZA CONFORME A LOS REQUISITOS ESTATUTARIOS O JUDICIALES.  LOS POSTORES LICITARÁN 
POR LOS DERECHOS, TÍTULOS E INTERESES, SI FUESE EL CASO, DE LA PROPIEDAD INMUEBLE QUE SE OFRECE. LA 
PROPIEDAD SE VENDE TAL CUAL, DONDE SE ENCUENTRE Y SIN NINGUNA GARANTÍA EXPRESA O IMPLÍCITA.  NI EL 
CONDADO NI EL DEPARTAMENTO DEL ALGUACIL GARANTIZAN O REALIZAN ALGUNA DECLARACIÓN RESPECTO 
AL TÍTULO, CONDICIÓN, HABITABILIDAD, COMERCIABILIDAD O APTITUD PARA UN PROPÓSITO PARTICULAR. LOS 
COMPRADORES SE RESPONSABILIZAN POR TODOS LOS RIESGOS. EN ALGUNAS SITUACIONES, UN LOTE DE CINCO 
ACRES O MENOS SE PRESUME QUE SE DESTINA PARA USO RESIDENCIAL.  SIN EMBARGO, SI LA PROPIEDAD CARECE DE 
SERVICIOS DE AGUA POTABLE O ALCANTARILLADO, LA PROPIEDAD PUEDE NO CALIFICAR PARA USO RESIDENCIAL.  
SI UN COMPRADOR POTENCIAL DESEA MÁS INFORMACIÓN DEBE PREGUNTAR O CONSULTAR A UN ASESOR PRIVADO. 
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating 

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

AVAILABLE 

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BOUNCE HOUSE/PARTY

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435 |  877.493.7862 | WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

432-284-1184

432-284-9003

Making Your Dream
Making Your Dream

Home Come True
Home Come True

GLASS & MIRROR SERVICES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

���������	��
��
AVP/Escrow Officer

600 W. Dickinson Blvd. | Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-3301

pmcknight@pbabstract.com

R&K JUMPING BALLOONS
PARTY SUPPLIES

WE OFFER:
Party Packages

Tables w/chairs

Hot Dogs Machine

Popcorn Machine

Snow cone Machine 

Cotton Candy Machine

Please Contact:
432.299.1100

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 727772755

BODY SHOP

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

432-336-3939
301 North Main St.

Fort Stockton,TX

Alexus Davis
Funeral Director

Tracy Cockrell
Funeral Assistant

Alma Rodriguez
Funeral Assistant

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

BUSINESS CALL

432-837-3334 OR

432-336-2281

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

TREATING TREATING 

YOURSELF YOURSELF 

TO NEW TO NEW 

CLIENTS?CLIENTS?

WE WE 
HAHAVEVE
YOU YOU 

COVERED!COVERED!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & RESERVE

YOUR SPACE!

PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo
HAIR STYLIST

TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

432-837-3334 432-336-2281

432-336-3314
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE

SPA

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.west.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com


 

Two Alpine students placed at the Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo re-
cently with their show lambs. Rynn Matthews placed sixth with her lamb 
and Wyatt Renfroe placed third with his.

Courtesy photo

Goulash or American Chop Suey

What comes to mind 
when you hear the word 
goulash? For myself, it’s 
two diff erent dishes, al-
though both hold almost 
identical similarities ex-
cept for a single ingredi-
ent.

Lately, I’ve found my-
self with a craving for 
this hearty dish.

Likely, when we hear 
the word goulash, we 
think of that tomatoey, 
beef dish that includes 
macaroni. And if you ate 
this dish at my grand-
mother’s house that is 
exactly what you would 
get.

Ground beef paired 
with a rich and tangy 
tomato sauce along with 
onions, bell peppers, and 
elbow macaroni. Dish it 
up, top it with shredded 
cheddar cheese if you de-
sire and dinner is served.

It’s one of those clas-
sic childhood dishes if 
you grew up in the 70s 
and 80s that was easy for 
mom to make after a long 
day at work. It was hot, 
filling, and satisfying, 
and most kids wouldn’t 
complain about it.

It resembles sort of 
what I refer to as an Ital-
ian chili. And while reci-
pes vary on what spices 
are used, we always used 

chili powder in ours, so 
it was a bit like chili, but 
with an entirely diff erent 
taste. 

The amount of chili 
powder used is the dif-
ference. Traditional chili 
uses more chili pow-
der, cumin, and peppers 
making it spicy, goulash 
uses just a small amount 
and adds Italian season-
ing, paprika, and even 
Worcestershire sauce 
making for an entirely 
different flavor profile. 
This dish also goes by 
the name American Chop 
Suey.

Now here is where my 
mom’s goulash differs 
from the rest. She never 
uses macaroni. And I 
know you’re wonder-
ing, why not. Well, mom 
doesn’t like pasta, there-
fore it was never added to 
her version of goulash. 

Now, I know what 
you’re thinking. Who 
doesn’t like pasta? After 
more than 50 years I still 
have not fi gured that one 
out. 

Instead of using maca-
roni in the goulash, Mom 
always made a big batch 
of mashed potatoes, and 
we would pile the gou-
lash on top of those. 
Sounds weird, right? 
Well, it is, but it is also 
one of those food combi-
nations you fi nd yourself 
randomly craving.

This version of gou-
lash is also much more 
addicting and satisfying 
than those of the maca-
roni variety. And while I 
know that all sounds very 
strange to most of you, I 
dare you to try it. The 
combination just might 
surprise you.

Lambs place at Fort Worth

Goulash-the one pot wonder
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WHATEVER 
YOU'RE CRAVING, 

WE HAVE YOU 
COVERED!

900 E. Avenue E
Alpine, Texas

Mon. - Thurs. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

432-336-8700
1108 W. Dickinson Blvd. Ste B

Fort Stockton, Tx. 79735

• Orthodontics

• Composite

• Crowns

• Extractions

• X-rays

Work with

most Insurance

Welcoming
New Patients

WE ACCEPT ADULTS AND KIDS

A Mark of Excellence winner in Sales and Customer Service.

16 YEARS IN A ROW!
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Locally owned for over 25 years!Locally owned for over 25 years!
SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT

AMISTADMOTORS.NETAMISTADMOTORS.NET
2110 W Dickinson Blvd • Fort Stockton2110 W Dickinson Blvd • Fort Stockton

432.336.9000432.336.9000

P R I C E S  A R E  D R O P P I N G !
2022 DODGE CHALLENGER SXT

Under 12K Miles, 

Remote Start

Sale Price: 

$28,150 +TTL

2022 DODGE CHALLENGER GT

21K Miles, 

Remote Start

Sale Price: 

$30,955  +TTLL

2022 BUICK ENCLAVE PREMIUM AWD

      39K Miles, Navigation, 

      Bose Stereo

      Sale Price: 

      $36,250 +TTL

tion, 

2020 JEEP WRANGLER SAHARA 4WD

54K Miles, Hard Top, 

Leather Seats

Sale Price:

 40,875  +TTL

Top,

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

On Tuesday, Brewster County 

Judge Eleazar Cano ordered all 

individuals living in the county 

to stay at home in their place of 

residence, prohibited all pub-

lic or private gatherings of any 

size, shut down all but essential 

businesses, and banned all travel 

except for essential activities.

In addition, he imposed a coun-

ty-wide curfew that ordered mem-

bers of the public to remain at their 

residences between 10 p.m.-5 a.m.

Cano’s supplemental order was 

effective at 11:59 p.m. on March 

31, and will continue until 11:59 

p.m. on April 7. The 

order can be seen in 

its entirety at the 

Alpine Avalanche 

Facebook page or 

alpineavalanche.

com.

As of press time, 

no cases of the coro-

navirus had yet been 

identi� ed in the Tri-County area.

Then at an emergency meeting 

Wednesday, the court designated 

Alpine pediatrician Dr. Ekta Es-

covar as the Brewster County lo-

cal health authority as it pertains 

to COVID-19 subject matter, 

and Cano said her duties could 

possibly expand in the future. 

Commissioner, Pct. 1, Betse 

Esparza pointed out that the 

county and the commissioners 

had already been named in a 

lawsuit and that Escovar could 

be a part of legal action in the 

future. Escovar con� rmed that 

she was aware.

Big Bend Regional Medi-

cal Center CEO Rick Flores 

clari� ed that Escovar would be 

functioning with the county as 

an independent medical provider 

and not as a representative of the 

Medical Center.

Also on Tuesday, Governor 

Greg Abbott told Texans to stay 

at home except for essential 

services and activities, and an-

nounced that schools would re-

main closed until at least May 4.

Abbott’s order goes into ef-

fect at 12:01 tonight and lasts 

until April 30, aligning it with 

the new end date for social-dis-

tancing guidelines announced 

by President Donald Trump on 

Monday.

The order supersedes the one 

Abbott issued March 19 limiting 

social gatherings to 10 people. 

The new order narrows that sig-

nificantly, and asks Texans to 

minimize social gatherings and 

in-person contact with people who 

are not in the same household.

INSIDE
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See ONLINE • 6

See SHUTDOWN • 6

Alpine Middle School 

� fth grade math teacher 

Amanda Bolaños holds 

a sign showing love and 

encouragement to her 

students in the face of 

the school closures due 

to the coronavirus.

Technology and learn-

ing go hand in hand, and 

Alpine ISD is at the fore-

front, making sure stu-

dents are still fulfilling 

their educational respon-

sibilities, despite the state-

wide school shutdown due 

to COVID-19 concerns. 

Alpine High School 

Principal Justin Gonza-

les said 60% of the high 

school students were using 

a program called Edgenu-

ity, a leading provider of 

online learning for kinder-

garten through 12th grade. 

AISD uses online 

instruction for 

at-home learning 
Cano shuts down county

Lunch from the lunch ladies

Orders shelter-in-place, curfew

Eleazar 

Cano

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION

MAILED TO YOUR DOOR
$42

Goulash or American Chop Suey

Directions:
Heat olive oil in a heavy-bottomed 
pot over medium heat. Add onion 
and bell pepper, and sauté until 
soft. Add garlic and cook for one 
minute.
Add in ground beef, break it up, 
and cook, with occasional stirring 
until it is no longer pink. 
Add in Italian seasoning, paprika, 
chili powder, crushed red pepper 
flakes, salt, and pepper, and cook 
for 1-2 minutes.
Add in tomatoes, tomato sauce, to-
mato paste, and beef broth.

Add in Worcestershire sauce and 
bay leaves and bring to a low boil, 
then reduce heat to medium-low, 
cover, and simmer for 20 minutes.
Remove bay leaves and return 
the sauce to a boil, then stir in 
the macaroni pasta, and cook till 
just a bit firmer than your desired 
tenderness, about 15-20 minutes.
Stir in cheese and cook another 
2-3 minutes, until it has melted 
and mixed in well.
Allow to rest for a few minutes be-
fore serving.

Ingredients:
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 small, diced onion
1 diced green bell pepper
6 garlic cloves, finely chopped or 
minced
2 pounds of ground beef
2 tablespoons of Italian seasoning
1 tablespoon paprika
2 teaspoons chili powder
1 tsp crushed red pepper
Salt and pepper to taste

28 ounces tomato sauce
28 ounces canned diced tomatoes
2 cups of beef broth
2 tablespoons tomato paste
2 tablespoons Worcestershire 
sauce
2 bay leaves
2 cups dry elbow macaroni (op-
tional)
2 cups freshly shredded cheddar 
cheese (optional)
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