
 

The Brewster County 
commissioner’s court met 
on Tuesday, January 23 for 
their regularly scheduled 
meeting.

County Judge Greg Hen-
ington recognized the Laji-
tas Golf Resort’s generous 
donation to Terlingua Fire 
and Emergency Manage-
ment Services of $53,000 
to purchase a replacement 
medical oxygen machine. 
The services’ previous ma-
chine had been purchased 
with a grant and had been 
in use for several years but 
recently broke down. 

In internal county news, 
County Clerk, Sarah 
Vasquez, presented the eli-
gible candidates for the Sal-
ary Grievance Committee in 
an envelope. Pct 2 Commis-
sioner, Sara Colando select-
ed the following names at 
random from the envelope: 
Lorraine Larose Reynolds, 
Lanyana Hernandez, and 
David Valenzuela. Pct. 1 
Commissioner, Jim Wes-
termann then selected the 
following names at random 
as alternates: Gilly Beggs, 
Nicholas Short, and Berkley 
Mae Clair Baker.

On January 17, Collin 
Bibb and Brian Carrico 
of Byways Hospitality 
announced the acquisi-
tion of three historic ho-
tels, the Holland Hotel 
and the Maverick Inn 
in Alpine, and the Hotel 
Limpia in Fort Davis. 
Acquired by Four Yucca 
LP, which is a new group 
of Texas investors, they 
plan to implement res-
torations in Alpine and 
Fort Davis. 

Bibb and Carrico 
founded Byways Hos-
pitality to, “have a part 
in preserving the places 
that shaped the American 
West while also infl uenc-
ing the future of hospi-
tality.” 

In a press release, the 
hospitality company 
shared that Charles Mal-
lory, the previous owner, 
will remain as a partner 
in the next phase. 

The group has begun 
the arduous and compli-
cated process of detailed 
design and preconstruc-
tion activities and plans 
to begin selective demo-
lition of the non-public 
portions of the hotels in 
the future weeks.

“We appreciate the 
support of the local com-
munity and are working 
as diligently as possible 
to navigate the process 
of historic reviews and 
approvals,” Carrico said 
in the press release.

In an interview with 
the Avalanche, Bibb 
said, “For the Holland, 
we intend to restore it 
to its original Trost de-
sign.” According to the 
founder, the layout of the 
ballroom and lobby will 
eventually reflect the 
“living room of Alpine” 
status that the location 
has boasted at other 
times in its history.

The hotel was built in 
1928 by JR Holland, a 

local rancher, and was 
designed by acclaimed 
architect Henry Trost.

As part of that restora-
tion process, the Century 
Bar & Grill closed start-
ing January 16. How-
ever, Bibb shared that it 

may be open for commu-
nity events from time to 
time. The Century hosted 
an event to celebrate the 
Alpine community and 
the new chapter on Jan-
uary 20, which featured 
the beloved local band, 

the Swifts.
On the Fort Davis 

side of things, the Blue 
Mountain Bar & Grill 
will continue to remain 
open.

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

Vol. 133 • No. 4 Thursday, January 25, 2024  •  $1

P����� �������� 	


THANK A VETERAN,
A MEMBER OF THE

ARMED FORCES,
OR A LAW ENFORCEMENT

OFFICER EVERY DAY.

INSIDE

FEATURED

See Sports 8-9.

Opinions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   P. 4
Sports   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  P. 8-9
Puzzle   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .P. 7
Classifieds .  .  .  .  .  .P. 10-11

Burn Ban ON

Rainfall totals at 
Alpine-Casparis Airport

2024.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   0.25”
January .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   0.25”

INDEX 16 pages

See COURT  • 6

Fightin’ Bucks unite in victory

Recently the Alpine Fightin’ Bucks have dominated in Division 3A District 4 basketball, currently carrying a record of 7-0 and 
leading their district.

Photo by Annika Canaba

The historic Holland Hotel lobby.
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The Alpine ISD Board 
of Trustees held their regu-
larly scheduled meeting on 
Wednesday, January 17 at 
5 p.m. in the band hall at 
Alpine High School. All 
members of the board were 
present to hold the annual 
public hearing for the Fi-
nancial Integrity Rating.

This 2022-2023 rating is 
based on the date from the 
previous 2021-2022 school 
year and is based on 20 dif-
ferent indicators, four of 
which the district must pass 
or they will automatically 
fail. The district must at 
least reach a score of 70 in 
order to pass the rating sys-
tem. Alpine ISD received a 

perfect score of 100 and an 
A rating which equaled su-
perior achievement.

The four indicators re-
quired to pass or automati-
cally end up with a failed 
rating are as follows.

The complete annual 
financial report and data 
submitted to the Texas 
Education Agency must be 
submitted within 30 days 
of either the November 27 
or January 28 deadline de-
pending upon the school 
district’s fi scal year end date 
of either June 30 or August 
31.

The second indicator that 
must be met is whether or 
not there was an unmodifi ed 
opinion in the annual fi nan-
cial report on the fi nancial 
statements as a whole. This 
means a certified public 

accountant 
defines an 
unmodified 
opinion and 
the district’s 
external au-
ditor makes 
this determi-
nation.

Third, the 
school dis-
trict must be 
in compli-
ance with payment terms of 
all debt agreements at the 
end of the fi scal year, and 
fi nally, the school district 
must have made payments 
in a timely manner to the 
Teachers Retirement Sys-
tem, the Texas Workforce 
Commission, the IRS, and 
other government agencies 
as required.

After the public hearing 

of the Financial Integrity 
Rating, the board adjourned 
the public hearing and re-
convened the open meeting 
where they then recessed at 
5:24 p.m. for the board ap-
preciation dinner held for 
the trustees every January 
to recognize board appre-
ciation month.

After the dinner, board 
President Eddie Natera re-
convened the open meet-
ing at 7:04 p.m. and turned 
the meeting over to Chief 
Financial Officer Chris 
Valenzuela who presented 
the fi nancial report for the 
month of December. 

Currently, Valenzuela re-
ported that the district had 
received just over 38% of 
the expected tax revenue 
from the last quarter of 
2023 for the current year. 

He also reported that the in-
vestment funds were doing 
well, especially Texas Class 
and Texas Fit because both 
of these funds were off er-
ing the highest interest rates 
and that there were periodic 
transfers from the fund bal-
ance to these investment 
accounts to keep the fund 
balance within ideal limits 
and to grow the districts in-
vestment balances.

Superintendent Dr. Mi-
chelle Rinehart also men-
tioned that the district 
should know the outcome 
of the CAD and state comp-
troller discrepancies appeal, 
but that she did not fi gure 
the fi nal results would ben-
efi t the district.

Lajitas 
Golf Resort 

donates funds 
for emergency 

services

Acquisition of three historic hotels completed

Alpine ISD receives an A fi nancial 
rating, superintendent contract renewed

Alpine 
ISD CFO 

Chris 
Valenzuela
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

STATE FARM IS THERE.

MONICA WOODALL
906 E. HOLLAND AVE. • (NEXT TO BEALLS) 

ALPINE, TX 79830

432-837-5631
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Physicians linked from this site are members of the Medical Staff at Big Bend Regional Medical Center.
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Tana Williams 

Stringfellow
Tana Williams String-

fellow of Alpine went 

to be with our Lord and 

Savior on Saturday, Janu-

ary 13.

 Tana was born in 

Marfa on April 24, 1955, 

to Dewey and Ginny 

Williams. She attended 

school in Marfa until 

fourth grade, when the 

family moved to Van 

Horn where Tana gradu-

ated High School in 

1973.

 After High School, 

Tana moved to Fort 

Worth where she Mar-

ried Bob Penquite and 

they had one daughter, 

Ashelea Morgan Pen-

quite. Tana was also step-

mother to Bob’s daughter 

Shelley.

 Tana and Ashelea 

eventually moved to 

Florida where Tana be-

gan her distinguished 

paralegal career. 

 In 1992 Tana was a 

founding member of 

the Florida Alliance of 

Paralegal Associations 

and served on this As-

sociation for 15 years. In 

1993, she served as Pres-

ident of the Northeast 

Florida Paralegal Associ-

ation and she also served 

on the Paralegal Program 
Advisory Council for the 
University of North Flor-
ida from 1993 -1999, as 
well as receiving the Out-
standing Alumni Award 
in 1996.

 Tana was bestowed 
the distinguished award, 
of 2002 Paralegal of the 
Year Runner-Up, by a 
leading law magazine. 
Legal Assistant Today.

 In 2009, Tana became 
a member of the Execu-
tive Committee of the 
Paralegal Association of 
Florida, Inc. where she 
served until 2011.

 During her career, 
Tana served on the Flor-
ida Bar on various com-
mittees.  She was on the 
Standing Committee on 
UPL from 1992-2000, 
Co-chair of the Special 

Committee on Paralegal 
Regulation from 2005-
2006, and the Florida 
Registered Paralegal 
Standing Committee 
from 2008 until her re-
tirement in 2018.

 In 2018, Tana String-
fellow retired and moved 
back to Texas.  She 
bought a home in Alpine 
where she volunteered 
for Meals on Wheels and 
served on the Family 
Crisis Center board and 
eventually started back 
to work.  She enjoyed 
putting her skills to good 
use at Big Bend Title 
Company.

 In her spare time, Tana 
was an avid gardener 
and loved her herbs and 
fl owers, especially using 
them in her own cooking. 
She enjoyed hunting and 

shooting with family, was 
avid about natural health, 
and was a member of St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in Marfa.

 Tana is preceded in 
death by her parents 
Dewey and Virginia 
(Ginny) Williams of Fort 
Davis and nephew Logan 
Williams of Alpine.

 Tana is survived by 
her daughter; Ashelea 
Penquite of Tennessee, 
her brother and his wife; 
Mike and Leslie Ear-
line Williams of Alpine, 
niece, and her husband; 
Michelle and Kacee 
Murff  of Junction, neph-
ew and his wife; Lance 
and Judy Williams of 

Perrin, and three great 

nieces and five great-

nephews.

 A visitation was held 

on Monday, January 22 

at 8 a.m. followed by a 

funeral service at Alpine 

Memorial Funeral Home 

Memorial Chapel at 209 

W. Sul Ross Avenue in 

Alpine.

 In lieu of fl owers, the 

family requests that do-

nations be made to the 

Family Crisis Center of 

Big Bend, The National 

Diabetes Association, or 

a charity of your choice.

Services were entrust-

ed to Alpine Memorial 

Funeral Home.

OBITUARIES

Chester Wilson
Chester “Chet” Wilson 

passed away on January 

10. He was born on De-

cember 26, 1930, to Lee 

Arthur and Claire Wilson 

in Rocksprings. He grew 

up in Del Rio where he 

met and married Pherba 

Lee Fisher on January 

27, 1950.

Chet enlisted in the 

military and was a veter-

an of the Korean War. He 

later joined the US Bor-

der Patrol and graduated 

from the El Paso Border 

Patrol Academy in 1955, 

serving in Arizona, Cali-

fornia, and Texas. 

He and his family 

moved to Alpine to open 

the US Border Patrol 
station here in 1964. He 
was a member of the US 
Border Patrol National 
Pistol Shooting Team and 
won many honors. Chet 
retired from the Border 
Patrol in December of 
1980. 

He then served as 
Brewster County Justice 
of the Peace. “Judge” 
Wilson was known as 

the “marrying judge” 
and performed numerous 
weddings in the area until 
he retired in 1996. After 
his retirement, he and 
Pherba traveled in their 
RV visiting friends and 
family. He was an avid 
hunter, fisherman, and 
storyteller.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, his 
wife of 64 years, Pher-
ba, brothers Lee Arthur 
“Bud” Wilson, Cliff 
“Baby” Wilson, and his 
grandson Jason Sanders.

Chester Wilson is sur-
vived by his four chil-
dren, Cheryl (Billy) 
Nelson of Duncan, OK. 
Raydell (Tim) Boerjan of 
Falfurrias, Brenda Wilson 

of Alpine, Greg (Clau-

dia) Wilson of Crowley, 

numerous grandchildren 

and great-grandchildren, 

his loving caretakers, 

Gracie Davila, Crystal 

Stovell, Isabel Garcia, 

Jamie Sanders, Claudia 

Wilson, Carol Hastings, 

and his cat “Gato”.

A memorial is sched-

uled on January 27 from 

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 

American Legion Big 

Bend Post 79, 306 West 

Sul Ross, Alpine. Me-

morials can be made in 

his name to the National 

Border Patrol Museum, 

4315 Woodrow Bean 

Transmountain Dr, El 

Paso, TX 79924.
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Check out www.stocktonford.com for our inventory. 
If it’s not on our lot we can order it or find it for you!

2300 W. DICKINSON BLVD.
FORT STOCKTON

432-336-3351 • 800-300-2713 

Stockton Ford 

W DICKINSON BLVD

* Through Ford Motor Credit until January 31, 2024 with other incentives in effect. 
Visit or call Stockton Ford for details Visit or call Stockton Ford for details 

Incentives You’ll
Love, Love, Love!Love, Love, Love!

Get the car and the monthly payment you want this Valentine’s Day!
Take advantage of these sweetheart deals from Stockton Ford!

2023 Ford F-150 4x4 XLT
Supercrew

MSRP: $55,940
Stock #23131T  

*Low APR and retail cash bonus of $2750  
1.9% at 36 months  
2.9% at 48 months  
3.9% at 60 months 
5.9% at 72 months 

2023 Ford F-150 4x4 XL 
Supercrew  

MSRP: $53,575  
Stock #23106T 

*Low APR and retail cash bonus of $1500 
1.9% at 36 months  
2.9% at 48 months  
3.9% at 60 months 
5.9% at 72 months

h d* Throughh FFo drd MotM tor CCreditdit untitil January 31 20

2023 FordExplorer XLT
MSRP: $46,375

Stock #23120T  
Low APR and retail cash bonus of $750

(financing not required to collect the bonus, through FMC or otherwise).
0% at 36 months  
.9% at 48 months  
1.9% at 60 months 
3.9% at 72 months 

5.9

2024 Ford Expedition XLT Max
MSRP:$69,875 

Stock #24103T 
*Low APR Financing through Ford Motor Credit 

3.9% at 36 months  
4.9% at 48 months  
5.9% at 60 months  
7.9% at 72 months

.

2023 Ford Bronco 
Sport Badlands  

MSRP: $40,780  
Stock #23151T  

*Low APR and retail cash bonus of $500 
0% at 48 months  

1.9% at 60 months    
 2.9% at 72 months 

f
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Bill Parham

District Judge 

Bill Parham
for

District Judge 

Elect a full-time Judge with

Experience and Impartiality 

May I have your vote for 394th District Judge?

Early voting: February 20 through March 1

Election day: March 5

Email: billparhamfordistrictjudge@gmail.com

Facebook: Bill Parham for District Judge

VOTE EARLY   VOTE REPUBLICAN

 33 Years experience in criminal law, family law, 

guardianship law, and family law

 Currently- First Assistant District Attorney for 394th 

District Court in Brewster, Presidio and Jeff Davis 

Counties

 I will ensure a fair and just court where all litigants and 

defendants are treated the same and with respect.

 I am a full time prosecutor and I would like to be your 

full time District Judge.

Political ad paid for by Bill Parham Campaign Fund

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Melanie R. Pace

Front Street Books

Anonymous

Billy Davenport

Elizabeth Tanksley

Robert Schmitt

Robie Golden

Thomas R. Mangrem in memory of Melinda Hardwick

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

Find the 

Avalanche on 

Facebook!

A pair of Montezuma quail, commonly known as “crazy quail”, visit one 
of the interpretive exhibits located at the Davis Mountains State Park. 
A large covey of the birds has been feeding almost every afternoon since 
mid-December.

Photo courtesy of DMSP

www.alpineretirementhomes.com
www.sunshinehousealpine.com
www.stocktonford.com


 

According to a the 
U.S. Attorney’s Offi  ce 
for the Western District 
of Texas, former Marfa 
ISD substitute teacher 
Sonya Conchita Mu-
rillo, 32, pleaded guilty 
last week in federal 
court to one count of 
production of child por-
nography. 

Court documents 
based on an investiga-
tion into Murillo’s for-
mer boyfriend, Patricio 
Javier Serrano, 36, for 
possessing child sexual 
abuse materials, videos 
were found showing 
Murillo sexually abus-
ing a minor. 

A sentencing date has 
not been set, but Mu-
rillo faces a maximum 
penalty of 30 years in 

prison and a $250,000 
fi ne. A federal district 
court judge will deter-
mine her sentence after 
considering U.S. sen-
tencing guidelines and 
other factors.  

Murillo has been in 
federal custody since 
her arrest on June 7, 
2023. Murillo’s former 
boyfriend was arrested 
and indicted separately 
and has also remained in 
federal custody since his 
arrest on May 11, 2023. 

Serrano was a for-
mer softball coach who 
pleaded guilty on Oc-
tober 27, 2023, to one 
count of transportation 
of child pornography, 
aiding and abetting, and 
one count of possession 
of child pornography. 
He faces no less than 
fi ve and up to 20 years 
in prison for the trans-

portation charge, and up 
to 20 years in prison for 
the possession charge. 
Serrano’s sentencing 
date has been set for 
February 27. 

This case is being 
investigated by the El 
Paso Field Offi  ce of the 
FBI, Special Agent in 
Charge John S. Morales, 
HIS Special Agent in 
Charge Francisco Bur-
rola, El Paso Division, 
the Texas Department 
of Public Safety, and 
the Marfa Police De-
partment. 

The announcement 
was made by U.S. At-
torney Jaime Esparza of 
the Western District of 
Texas along with Bur-
rola and Morales. The 
case is being prosecuted 
by Assistant U.S. Attor-
neys Amy Greenbaum 
and Kevin Cayton.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor 
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Want more information?
Visit https://frontiercasa.org

Become a CASA Volunteer

Volunteers Needed

Specializing in 
women’s health at 
every stage of life.

H E A L T H  C L I N I C

2600 Hwy 118 N, Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0430

Hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm

David Nitschmann, MD, and Luis Ruiz, 

MD, are now offering comprehensive 

women’s care here in Alpine. They 

provide care throughout pregnancy, 

childbirth, as well as gynecological 

issues like painful periods, menopause, 

and endometriosis. They will work 

closely with you to provide information 

that will help you make the health 

decisions that are right for you. To see 

available appointment times and to 

schedule, go to BigBendAnytime.com.

Same or next day OB-GYN appointments often available.

David
Nitschmann, MD

Board-certified

Family 
Medicine

Luis
Ruiz, MD

Board-certified

OB-GYN

Se hablo espanol

Attention all area veterans 

and VFW Post 7202 members
A very important meeting 

is scheduled for Wednes-
day, February 7 at 7 p.m. 
at the VFW Post building 
located at 650 E. Avenue I. 

This meeting is to discuss 
whether or not to continue 
operating or to permanently 
close the doors. If it is de-
cided that shutting down is 
the best option, all VFW 
property will be acquired 
by the VFW State Depart-
ment. 

We urgently ask that all 
interested members, as well 
as non-members, attend 
this very important meet-
ing. 

Should it be decided to 
remain open, we would like 
to encourage non-members 
to join our efforts to keep 
the Post in operation. Non-

members interested in join-
ing must have served in a 
foreign campaign, have 
been honorably discharged, 
and need to provide a copy 
of their DD-214. Member-
ship applications will be 
available at the meeting. 
Those interested in join-
ing but who are unable to 
attend the meeting should 
send documents to the fol-
lowing address: 

VFW Post 7207 
PO Box 151 
Alpine, Texas 79831 
Please help us continue 

to serve our veterans, com-
munity, state, and nation. 
Thank you. 

For more information 
contact Robert Polanco at 
432-386-5495.

Marfa substitute teacher 

indicted for child pornography

Fort Davis welcomes new 

chamber board

Fort Davis has welcomed a new exec-
utive leadership board for their chamber 
of commerce and visitor center. 

Manny Dutchover was elected as the 
board president along with Pam Knapen 
who will serve the board and chamber as 
Executive Director. Also newly elected 
are Jeremy Bentley, vice president, Ten-
zi Pugh, treasurer, and Deana Herbert, 
secretary. 

“Each member brings a wealth of ex-
perience and a deep-rooted passion for 
our community, and we are grateful for 
their dedication and look forward to 
working with them,” said Knapen. 

In addition to the executive board, a 
collective of community and business 
leaders have also graciously accepted 
the responsibility of serving Fort Da-
vis. Local residents Myra Meads, Matt 
Blackman, Tim Roberts, Amanda Dyer, 
Jennifer Whitesell, Audrey Hurley, Su-
zan Moreland, James Smith, Matthew 
Walker, Velvet Hartnett, and Lock Ann 
McIvor will bring their expertise and 

commitment to advance the growth and 
prosperity of Fort Davis. 

“We are hosting an Open House 
scheduled for next Monday, January 29 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. for anyone who 
would like to become acquainted with 
our new board members and or who 
would like to become a member of the 
chamber. We also want to show mem-
bers of the community how we are revi-
talizing our offi  ce, updating our brand-
ing, and creating a welcoming space and 
that also refl ects the spirit that is Fort 
Davis,” Knapen added. 

Along with the rebranding and updat-
ing of the visitor center offi  ces, Knapen, 
and the board are updating their website 
so that it will better promote local busi-
nesses, area tourism, and events, and 
showcase the beauty and uniqueness of 
Fort Davis itself. 

“We invite all local and area busi-
nesses to become members of the Fort 
Davis Chamber of Commerce so that we 
can continue to contribute to the growth 
and vitality of the town and help create 
a thriving community for everyone,” 
Knapen concluded.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor 

National park seeking 

applications for artists

Mule Ears in Big Bend National Park 

Photo by Kara Gerbert 

Calling all artists. 
Big Bend National Park 
(BBNP) is currently ac-
cepting applications for 
an official BBNP Art-
ist in Residence. The 

residency will run for 
2–4-week sessions dur-
ing the months of July, 
August, and September. 
This opportunity is open 
to artists 18 years and 
older both amateur and 
professional. It is open 
to all mediums including 

but not limited to paint-

ing, sculpting, photogra-

phy, music, fi ber, writing, 

and performance. For 

more information and to 

apply visit https://www.

nps.gov/.../artist-in-resi-

dence-program.htm 

Local hardware store receives 

Business of the Year award

The Big Bend Cham-

ber of Commerce re-

cently held its second 

annual Gala on Janu-

ary 20. During the 

Gala, local business 

Wright Hardware Store 

received the Business 

of the Year award. 

According to Montie 

Mudd of the Big Bend 

Chamber, the owners 

were surprised and very 

grateful to the Terlin-

gua, Lajitas, and Study 

Butte communities for 

their continued support.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor 

Wright Hardware Store owners Scott, Adalyn, Alye, and Austyn are 
pictured with their Business of the Year award for 2023.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor 

www.nps.gov/.../artist-in-resi
https://frontiercasa.org
www.bigbendanytime.com


 

For the past two years, 
Ryan Stieg has served as the 
president of the Big Bend 
Livestock Association’s 
(BBLSA) board of direc-
tors. While summer months 
are a bit slow for the board, 
Stieg says that come about 
September, things begin to 
speed up and get busy.

“The fall is obviously our 
busy time as a board, with 
the show being put on every 
January. My job as president 
has me running the monthly 
meetings in the fall for the 
organization, signing off  on 
insurance and things of that 
nature when needed, and if 
anyone runs into an issue 
on anything they will con-
sult me. Basically, I just en-
sure that everything goes as 
planned,” Stieg said.

He considers this annual 
event a lot of fun, but it is 
also a lot of work and a big 
responsibility.

When Stieg was asked 

about the future 
of the BBLSA 
and where he 
sees it going, his 
immediate  re-
sponse was, “I 
see it growing.”  
“There is a lot of 
interest and fami-
lies involved. Our 
county agent is 
young, enthusias-
tic, and knowledgeable and 
he is doing a good job of 
growing the local 4-H club. 
It’s cool to be a part of ag-
riculture again.” “Likewise, 
Doug Fox keeps everything 
running like a well-greased 
wheel, and the ag barn in 
tip-top shape with the help 
of the kids,” Stieg added.

As president of the BBL-
SA, he wants to encour-
age anyone in the area with 
young kids to become a part 
of the organization. There 
are plenty of areas where 
parents can volunteer their 

time as part of the 
BBLSA and he en-
courages them to 
help lead by exam-
ple. 

“Parents can vol-
unteer to become 
board members, or 
on committees and 
we’re always look-
ing for those who 
have kids showing 

to help out during the prepa-
ration months as well as at 
the show itself. There are 
a lot of young kids that are 
showing, and we need their 
parent’s help to keep mak-
ing this organization and the 
livestock show the success 
it has always been,” Stieg 
added.

If his prediction of growth 
is correct, the organization is 
set to get not only bigger but 
better, and it is currently do-
ing really well.

He hopes that parents who 
have kids that show animals 

will step up so the show is 

a continued success. “These 

kids take on a big responsi-

bility when they embark on 

caring for a show animal. 

There’s a lot of work and re-

sponsibility that goes into it, 

and the kids become a more 

well-rounded person by put-

ting in the work and making 

sure their animal is the best,” 

Stieg concluded.

All in all, Stieg wants the 

organization to grow in ev-

ery aspect. He would like to 

see more kids involved, more 

parents involved, and more 

businesses becoming a part 

of the sale. There are a lot of 

moving parts to make this an-

nual event take place and be 

the success it has become, and 

Stieg hopes that more kids 

and families will take part in 

the BBLSA to ensure a strong 

future for the organization as 

well as the participants.
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Which of the following will 

you dedicate more time 

towards in 2024?

-Friends and Family
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-Relaxation/Alone Time

-Household Projects

-Community Events/Meetings

Looking to the future

“Life is simple … either 
you’re qualifi ed, or you’re not.

— Navy submariner 
saying.

Matt is an ITSC with the 
United States Strategic Com-
mand. I know a little bit about 
the United States Strategic 
Command. Their mission is 
peacekeeping. But I can only 
imagine what the job descrip-
tion for an ITC looks like.

It is obviously a top secu-
rity-level position. Google 
doesn’t even know what an 
ITSC does. Even Matt doesn’t 
talk much about his work. 
From listening to family re-
union chatter, however, I’m 
pretty sure that Matt is a nu-
clear submarine commander. 

I also get confused about 
family relationships vernacu-
lar to describe the son of a fi rst 
cousin. I think it’s fi rst cousin, 
once removed. But other than 
‘Cuz,’ I just call him by his 
name.

While I don’t know exactly 
what Matt does, knowing he 
does it on a submarine means 
he spends a lot of time under-
water. In close quarters. Often 
months at a time, according to 
his grandfather. My mother’s 
baby brother. 

I’ve never spent months or 
even days underwater in close 
quarters. And as my mother 
used to say, there’s a second 
verse to that song. I’m not go-
ing to if I can help it.

But I did spend an hour 
in a submarine. Once. Well, 
almost an hour. A tiny sight-
seeing submarine in the Ba-
hamas. In the 1980s. And that 
was long enough.  

A “Flashback to the 50s” 
cruise aboard the S.S. Nor-
way got me to the Bahamas. 
To enjoy entertainers like Fa-

bian, Paul Revere 
and the Raiders, 
the Coasters, the 
Duprees, and other 
singers. Music ap-
preciated mainly by 
those who listened 
to AM radio car 
radios and bought 
45 r.p.m. records at 
White’s Auto store 
in downtown Mount Pleasant 
in the early 1960s.

It was a lapse of good judg-
ment, however, that got me 
on the submarine. And my 
friendship with one of the en-
tertainers. Gordon Stoker was 
a member of the Jordanaires 
who sang backup for Elvis 
Presley for 14 years, plus a 
host of other pop and country 
singers for decades. 

Stoker’s role on the cruise 
was to promote Elvis Presley 
Enterprises and Graceland. He 
and I had become friends on 
a previous sailing of the same 
cruise. 

“A sightseeing submarine,” 
Stoker said, looking at the 
shore excursion list for the af-
ternoon. “You ever been on a 
submarine?”

Following lunch, we looked 
around town and headed to 
the designated pier address. 
“Submarine Sight Seeing,” 
the sign proclaimed. But the 
only thing tied to the dock 
was one tired old Evinrude-
powered ski boat. 

“Submarine,” a village lo-
cal asked with a smile, wav-
ing toward us. Stoker and I 
looked at each other. “What 
do you think,” I asked. We 
watched others boarding the 
boat, shrugged our shoulders, 
and boarded with them.

A quarter of a mile or so 
out in crystal blue Bahama 
waters, the overloaded ski rig 

met a vessel float-
ing just below the 
water line. It closely 
resembled a subma-
rine. Only smaller. 
After tying up to the 
tiny sub, the same 
smiling islander-
turned-worn-out ski 
boat driver pointed 
to the hatch. “Enter. 

Please. Watch step.”
I looked longingly back at 

the city’s shoreline. “Come 
on,” said Stoker. “It will be 
fun.”

Squeezed inside, we met 
our newest close friends. Lit-
erally, sitting in two rows, 
back-to-back and shoulder-to-
shoulder on one center bench. 
Noses glued to a row of win-
dows offering a panoramic 
view into the underwater 
world of marine life.

“We’re packed in here like 
sardines,” I said, seeking 
some humor for comfort. No 
one laughed.

Strains of soft music and 
floral fragrance begin to fill 
the air. “We’re going down,” 
I told Stoker as the miniature 
sub started moving. 

“Poor choice of words,” he 
retorted. “Can we agree on 
something like ‘we’re sub-
merging?’”

The “captain’s” welcome 
and assurance that in an “un-
likely” loss of power, the 
sardine can was designed to 
automatically fl oat to the sur-
face did little to make me feel 
at ease. 

Then something strange 
and suspicious began to hap-
pen. Was it the elevator mu-
sic? Maybe the magnificent 
sights of the ocean’s depths? 
Could it have been that funny 
fragrance infused into the ox-
ygen supply? 

Whatever it was, tensions 
disappeared. Fears subsided. 
I didn’t care that a baker’s 
dozen of us were descending 
into the deep packed in a so-
called submarine the size of a 
Volkswagen microbus.

“Oohs and aahs,” abound-
ed. “Man,” I said, surveying 
the underwater world. “Would 
you look at that?”

Then, it was over. Short of 
an hour later, we surfaced. 
Right next to the waiting used 
car lot boat with the local is-
lander. Still smiling and wav-
ing. 

The platoon of new subma-
riners, now best friends, was 
hugging. Exchanging business 
cards and mailing addresses. 
Vowing to write. 

Strolling back to the ship, 
the euphoric feeling from the 
underwater utopia began to 
wear off . “Well, that was dif-
ferent,” off ered Stoker. “You 
think that perfumy stuff  they 
pumped into the air was le-
gal?”

“I’m wondering if they sell 
it,” I chuckled.

“Would you do it again?”
“Not in a million years,” I 

said. “If I want another look at 
fi shes from the deep, I’ll buy 
an aquarium.” 

It was decisively decided 
that day long ago, that I was 
not qualifi ed for the life of a 
submariner. Remembering the 
experience, however, I thank 
God for people like Cuz’ Matt. 
Doing whatever it is that an 
ITSC does every day. So that 
Americans can do what I do 
best every night. 

Sleep soundly and safely.
—Contact Leon Aldridge 

at leonaldridge@gmail.com. 
Other Aldridge columns are 
archived at leonaldridge.com

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

Thankful for people like Cuz’ Matt

2024

RYAN STIEG
BBLSA president

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Our Avalanche 

reporter asked, 

“Are you a night 

owl or an early 

bird? ”

Heard 
on the

STREET

Krista Roar: I don’t wake 
up as early as I could, 

but I am still a morning 
person. I kind of wake up 
in a good mood, which 

drives my grumpy-in-the-
morning loved ones crazy.

Janette Wright: I 
think I am a night 
owl. Maybe later 
in life, I will be an 

early bird, but right 
now the day always 
catches up with me 

at the end.

Delaney Fox: I am absolutely 
a night owl. Th e second 

that the sun goes down it’s 
like I get a second wind 
and suddenly can be so 

productive. I wash my dishes, 
organize, and do paperwork, 

all aft er dark.

David Baker: Really 
neither. I like sleeping 

more than staying up late 
or getting up early. So, is 

there a third option? Not a 
night owl, early bird, but a 

sloth instead maybe?

Daniel Croft : Early bird. 
Staying in bed is tempting, 
but I know that the earlier 

I get up and get my day 
started, the better my day 

usually is.

Henry and Cash are two of the mules owned by Big Bend National Park. Mules are used by rangers 
to haul heavy loads in diffi  cult terrain. These boys haul everything from coolers to check logs, to even 
self-emptying dirt bags to help rangers keep the park and its trails visitor-ready.

Photo by Jason Gablaski-NPS

Animal helpers for BBNP

ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

Construction crews work on building a new tower on Murphy Street for the Union Pacifi c Railroad.

Photo by Joh Covington

Alpine Humane Soci-
ety Pet of the Week is 
Cookie. Cookie is the 
sweetest. She came into 
the shelter in November 
after her owner could no 
longer care for her, no 
fault of her own.

Cookie makes friends 
with other dogs and 
has lived with a cat, al-
though she only likes 
her cats. She will chase 
a stray cat outside. This 
little lady will make a 
great cuddling partner 
or walking partner and 
enjoys both. She does 
require a secure fence. 
If you have that, you 
are golden. She will 
stick around and enjoy 
her time with you. Does 
Cookie sound like your 
new best friend?

Did last week’s bit-
ter cold catch you off -

guard? Or do you know 
someone who needs 
warm clothing? Alpine 
Humane Society Thrift 
Store always has a wide 
range of clothing for all 
seasons. Buying cloth-
ing at a thrift store is an 
environmentally friendly 
way to change out your 
wardrobe often.

Pet promotions are 
courtesy of the Alpine 
Humane Society. Alpine 
Animal Services handles 
pet adoptions at the city 
shelter, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 2 to 6 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday at 
2900 E. Old Marathon 
Highway. For informa-
tion about shelter pet 
adoptions, cremation 
services, or lost/found 
pets, call the Shelter at 
432-837-9030. The Al-
pine Humane Society 

Thrift Store and Cattery 
is at 706 N. 5th Street in 
Alpine, open 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. The Pet Pantry 
is at 600 N. 5th Street. 
The AHS Helpline is 

432-837-2532. To view 

adoptable pets, visit 

PetFinder.com or www.

alpinehumanesociety.

org, and check us out on 

Facebook and Instagram.

New railroad construction underway

Send your community events 

to kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.

com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Jan. 25-Feb. 21 Big Bend 

Area Softball Association 

Registration, Registration 

for the BBASA softball opened 

on Jan. 21 and will close on 

Feb. 21. Birth certifi cates, face 

masks, and batting helmets are 

required for all players. To reg-

ister for T-ball or softball visit 

the BBASA Facebook page.

Jan. 26 Travel Talk, 7 p.m. 

in the AEP Foundation Multi-

purpose Room at Alpine Public 

Library featuring Matt Walter’s 

“Driving the Icefi elds Parkway 

in the Canadian Rockies.” Call 

432-837-2621 for more 

information.

Jan. 28 Free Movie Show-

ing, 3 p.m. at the Alpine First 

Assembly of God. The movie 

“No Vacancy” will be shown, 

and popcorn and bottled wa-

ter will be served. The movie 

is based on a true story about 

a church in Florida.

Jan. 29 Fort Davis Cham-

ber of Commerce, 6 p.m. to 8 

p.m. Open House including an 

open membership enrollment 

and to meet board members. 

Refreshments provided. Call 

432-426-3015 for more infor-

mation.

Feb. 3 SRSU Guided and 

Informative Hike, 9 a.m. A 

guided hike open to the public 

up Hancock Hill themed “Big 

Game” will be led by Justin 

French, Big Game Specialist 

for the Borderlands Research 

Institute.

Feb. 10 Valentine’s Day 

PJ Story Time, 6 p.m. for 

ages 4-12 at the Alpine Public 

Library.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous,

502 E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules 

are available on the front door. 

For more information, call 915-

562-4081 or aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meet-

ing, noon Tuesdays at the BBT 

conference room, 5th St. and 

Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 

meeting, 6:30 p.m., second 

Monday each month, Legion 

Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Din-

ner provided.   

American Legion Auxil-

iary meeting, 4 p.m., third 

Monday each month, Legion 

Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Al-

pine City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 

8 p.m. at 101 W. Ave E. Weekly 

running club to walk/run 1-3 

miles. Meet at the Amigo ga-

rage and fi nish at Amigo. Call 

432-837-4012 for more infor-

mation.

Big Bend Amateur Radio 

Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 

Tuesday each month, Frontier 

Masonic Lodge #766, 2300 

Highway 118 North.

Big Bend Community 

Chorale rehearsals on Mon-

day evenings at 6 p.m. in the 

Sul Ross Fine Arts Building,

Room 200. All are welcome, but 

fi rst contact Andrew Alegria at 

Andrew.alegria@sulross.edu, 

call 432-837-8216, or visit bbc-

chorale.wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Celebrate Recovery, at 

Big Bend Cowboy Church on 

Thursday evenings from 6 p.m. 

to 8 p.m. For more information 

contact CW at 432-386-3628 or 

Stacey at 432-386-2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at 

Alpine Public Library by ap-

pointment only, 805 W. Ave. E. 

432-837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine 

Public Library, 805 W. Ave. E. 

Call 432-837-2621 to make an 

appointment.  

Exercise Classes, at Sun-

shine House, 402 E. Holland 

Ave. Tuesdays-yoga and bal-

ance, Thursdays-strength and 

conditioning. 10:30 a.m. to 11 

a.m. Free to all. Contact Cindy 

at 512-423-2409 for more de-

tails.

GED tutoring, at Alpine 

Public Library, 805 W. Ave. E. 

Call 432-837-2621 to make an 

appointment.  

Hike with Homeless 

Dogs, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. every 

Thursday at Davis Mountains 

State Park in collaboration with 

Grand Companions. For more 

information contact Charlie 

Ewing at 432-246-3337 x 301.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine,

noon, Wednesdays at the Sul 

Ross University Center, room 

210   

Late Night Game Night, 9 

p.m. to 11 p.m. every Thursday 

night at Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

See more at alpineavalanche.

com.

PET OF THE WEEK

Subscribe today!
432.837.3334

www.alpineavalanche.com



 

The Sheriff ’s offi  ce shared 
its annual report of racial pro-
fi ling statistics as is required 
by law. For 2023, the offi  ce 
conducted 1,831 traffi  c stops. 
Within that number, 0.66%, 
or 12 stops, were Alaskan, 
Native American, and Indi-
an. 4.42%, or 81 stops, were 
Asian or Pacific Islander. 
46.86%, or 158, stops were 
Black persons, and His-
panic persons accounted for 
44.68%, 818 stops. Of these 
numbers, 26% were female 
and 73% were male.

The court approved the 
budget line-item increase 
for the county’s contribu-
tion to Hal Flander’s Recy-
cling Center from $42,000 
to $44,100. This increase 
refl ects the 5% increase out-
lined in the contract between 
the two entities.

Pct. 3 Commissioner, Ru-
ben Ortega, inquired about 
the center’s wood shredder, 
as it has been out of use for 
approximately a year. Orte-
ga believes that since they 
have an agreement with the 
center for the facilities to be 
used by the members of the 
county, fi xing the machin-
ery is a reasonable expecta-

tion for the future.
The court approved the 

declaration of certain county 
items as salvage items. Some 
were approved for auction, 
such as a roll-top desk, and 
others were approved for dis-
posal.

Then, the court unani-
mously approved the 2024 
interlocal agreement be-
tween Pecos and Brewster 
County to fund the 83rd 
District Attorney. The two 
counties share the operating 
cost and Brewster County’s 
share is equal to $94,890. 
This amount was prees-
tablished within the 2024 
county budget.

Emergency Management 
Coordinator, Stephanie El-
more, gave her report during 
this meeting and shared that 
there was a Homeland Secu-
rity grants meeting in Marfa 
with the Council of Govern-
ments. Elmore is working 
with Jeff  Davis and Presidio 
County with the intent to pos-
sibly combine grants, which 
has a deadline that falls 
around February 8.

Elmore also shared that 
there was a hazmat incident 
at the federal courthouse last 
week. According to Elmore, 

the incident was reportedly 
caused by a leaking HVAC 
system which caused the 
employees to evacuate due 
to the smell and headaches it 
caused.

Patty Roach, who has been 
contracted to lead the county 
audit task force, gave the 
court its fi rst report. Roach 
and the task force have 
been tasked with preparing 
the county for audits for the 
2021, 2022, and 2023 fi scal 
years. The goal is to have all 
three audits completed by the 
end of this calendar year.

The task force has been as-
signing deadlines to many of-
fi ces for the necessary docu-
ments. According to Roach, 
there are 122 items currently 
available for them to work 
on, with more that have to 
be done with the auditor. As 
of last December, they com-
pleted 68 of those items.

Henington mentioned the 
importance of catching the 
county up in this way and 
preventing occurrences like 
this in the future.

The next regular com-
missioner’s court meeting is 
scheduled for next month, 
Tuesday, February 13.

“The Big Bend communi-
ties of Alpine and Fort Davis 
are so special, and we hope 
to revive these hotels into 
gathering places that resi-
dents can be proud of,” Bibb 
said. “We’ve assembled an 
amazing team to execute the 
vision, from architecture all 
the way down to food and 
beverage.”

The team that Bibb men-
tioned includes Alexa Man-
agement, a hospitality man-
agement company focused 
on boutique hotel projects in 
Texas, and Baldridge Archi-
tects, a nationally renowned 
fi rm with deep experience 
in historic preservation. By-
ways Hospitality has also 
contracted Post Oak Pres-
ervation to oversee the ho-
tels’ designation as historic 
landmarks and to ensure 
the original architecture is 
preserved and renovated 
accurately.

These eff orts to remain 
true to the original heart of 
these community staples 
will ease the transition into 
a respectful and prosperous 
future for the properties. 

The plans include a re-
stored lobby bar, ballroom, 
and restaurant in the Hol-
land Hotel, which is closer 
to the original design. On 
the other side of town, the 
Maverick will have an out-
door-focused off ering with 
20 additional rooms behind 
the existing hotel. Both ho-
tels have been serving the 
area for generations and 
are temporary homes that 
represent the area for those 
who come to visit.

The Maverick is one of 
the longest, continuously, 
operating motor lodges in 
the country, and according 
to Bibb they plan to use a 
“light touch” there and focus 
on enhancing the outdoor 
spaces to take advantage of 
the incredible views.

Fort Davis can look for-
ward to an expanded court-
yard, pool, and restaurant for 
which the Limpia is due.

Bibb and Carrico also 
plan to update the furniture, 
fi xtures, and equipment so 
the 100-year-old hotels can 
continue to serve guests and 
the surrounding community 
for the next century. “Pre-
serving all of the historic as-
pects of it is very important 

to our group,” said Bibb and 
referenced the iconic tile and 
the ceiling of the Holland.

In another aspect of their 
community mindfulness, 
Bibb said they intend to 
hire locally and are working 
on solutions for employee 
housing possibilities. “We 
have felt a great sense of 
community here. People are 
so generous with their time 
and advice,” said Bibb.

Bibb shared that as they 
have become familiar with 
the area and its people, they 
have grown very passion-
ate about serving the local 
community and want all 
the properties to become a 
“must-see” for Texas trav-
elers.

Next on the agenda the 
board approved the consent 
agenda items, followed by 
the approval of accepting 
donations from the Buck 
Band Boosters to go to the 
March 360 program run by 
Alpine High School band 
director Anna Holmes. 
Holmes uses this money for 
choreography and props dur-
ing marching season for the 
band.

Following the approval of 
these two items, the board 
approved the order calling 
for a general election, and 
then a discussion and ap-
proval for quotes for fi eld 
maintenance of Kokernot 
Field were approved. The 
board approved a quote from 
Big Bend Concrete in the 
amount of $45,000 to repair 
the warning track around the 
edges of the fi eld that have 
suff ered from erosion and 
have left a signifi cant dif-
ference in elevation causing 
injuries to players. The cost 

of this repair will be split 
once again between Sul 
Ross who will pay a third 
of the cost, Alpine ISD will 
cover two-thirds of the cost 
using HOT funds, and they 
will also use the last $2,000 
from the annual lease fee 
from the Alpine Cowboys 
baseball club. Athletic Di-
rector Andy Smith said, 
“Beginning this week, we 
hope to get started working 
on tilling up the area and 
then spraying for weeds so 
that everything can be ready 
when the contractors come 
in to do their work. They 
will measure and cut out the 
edges of the fi eld and then 
bring in caliche which they 
will pack down and follow 
up with decomposed gran-
ite so that when the heavy 
winds and the rain come it 
won’t blow away or wash 
away like just typical dirt. I 
expect that with this repair 
we will easily see 10 years 
of use before it needs to be 

addressed again.”
Next on the agenda was 

the approval of renewing 
the retainer for Walsh Gal-
legos, the law fi rm used by 
the district, the approval 
of the renewal of the MSB 
(Medicaid Billing) contract, 
the food services contract 
from West Texas Food Ser-
vices, and three grant reso-
lutions from the Criminal 
Justice Grant Programs for 
fi scal 2025, which includes 
a grant that helps fund one 
of the three district SRO’s, a 
juvenile justice and truancy 
prevention grant that pays 
a portion of the salary of an 
assistant principal so that 
they can track and manage 
truancy, and a general vic-
tim assistance program grant 
that helps fund a licensed 
professional counselor for 
the district. All of the above 
were approved unanimously.

After the approval of the 
contracts and grants, Rine-
hart gave a brief report and 

update on the individual 
campuses and programs and 
things that were ongoing and 
being implemented such as a 
campus-wide behavior sys-
tem at Alpine Elementary, 
a comprehensive character 
education program at Al-
pine Middle School, which 
she noted, “Character is a set 
of skills, not a personality as 
many people may believe.” 
She also remarked on the 
low number of STAAR re-
tests at Alpine High School, 
where AHS principal Jarrett 
Vickers told the board that 
everyone who had to re-test 
in U.S. History passed and 
there was only a single indi-
vidual who had to re-test in 
biology and they passed as 
well, with everyone meeting 
or many even exceeding the 
meets level of achievement. 
Vickers did comment, “Eng-
lish I and English II is where 
we are struggling in terms of 
this test, especially the writ-
ing portion.”

Rinehart ended her re-

port by telling the board 

that district enrollment was 

currently at 905 and atten-

dance across the district was 

at 95%, still just shy of the 

97% the district is striving 

for.

After the superintendent’s 

report, the board entered ex-

ecutive session at 7:53 p.m. 

and immediately went into 

the annual superintendent 

evaluation, as there were no 

personnel items to be dis-

cussed for the regular execu-

tive session.

The board reconvened 

into open session at 9:55 

p.m. where they made the 

motion, voted, and approved 

to extend Rinehart’s contract 

to a three-year contract, a 

5% pay increase, up to $200 

per month of childcare, 

and up to $500 paid annual 

membership fees.

The next regular meeting 

of the Alpine ISD will be 

held on February 21 at 5:30 

p.m. at the administration 

building.
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 Graduate of the Marine Military Academy

 Graduate of Sul Ross State University

 Graduate of Texas Tech School of Law

 32 years practice of law in West Texas courtrooms

 Founding member of the Big Bend Ranch Rodeo

 Officer in the Alpine Cemetery Association

 Member of the Sul Ross Exes, ANRS

 Member of Brewster County Historical Commission

 Certified 4-H shooting coach

Republican Primary early voting starts 
February 20th.

Paid political advertisement by Monty Kimball

Integrity • Honesty • Commitment

MONTY KIMBALL
for

394th District Judge
 LONG TIME DEDICATION TO LOCAL AFFAIRS

Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio • Marfa
432.729.4306 • 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

HOLLAND • FROM 1

Last week, these fourth graders from Alpine Elementary School met and 
escorted executives from the Permian Basin Area Foundation, Still Water 
Foundation, Texas Rural Funders, and the Meadows Foundation to meet-
ings that were held to teach them more about the needs of Alpine ISD and to 
discuss future partnership interests.

Courtesy photo

Fourth graders 
escort philanthropic 

organizations

God Bless America

COURT  • FROM 1

www.marfainsurance.com
www.bigbend.com
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “if he’s _

      ___ he’ll bark”

  5  TX Keyes’ “____ 

      With the Wind”

  6  former Cowboy

      fullback, Tommie

  7  TXism: “feel like

      _  ___ chewed up

      and spit out”  

  8  not needed 

 17  TXism: “___  

      buster” (farmer)

18  TX Gail Borden

      invented process

      for _________ milk

21  ex-Cowboy Tony (init.)

22  TXism: “playing with a

      ____ deck” (unlucky)

23  TXism: “chief cook

      and bottle washer”

24  LBJ was 1st in U.S.

      House to ______  

      after Pearl Harbor 

29  Lady ____ Johnson

30  dinosaur tracks 

      town: ____ Rose

31  Stephen F. Austin’s

      home state (abbr.)

32  TXism: “smart as

      _  _________ rat”

34  pigeon-____

35  TXism: “___ wit”

36  TXism: “_  _____  

      __ wolves clothes”

37  wedding cake layer

38  Gulf steering wheel 

39  coyote cry

40  in Gray County,

      near Pampa

42  cracker craver 

43  “Texas ___” (oil)

44  NAFTA is a free

      _____ agreement

  1  driving without a

      seat belt is _______

      __  __ in Texas

  2  in Palestine: “_____

      Trails Celebration”

  3  pledge part: “Texas,

      __  __ indivisible”  

  4   guests of Gambill

      Goose Refuge

  9  in Super Bowl XXX

      it was 27-17

10  TXism: “____ me 

      a bill of goods”

11  TXism: “blister

      ___” (handle)

12  “Fighting Irish”

      school (abbr.)

13  honor. TX Ranger:

      Dr. Edward _____

      (father of H-bomb)

45  many Texas roads were

      early stagecoach ______

46  ex-Cowboy White (init.)

47  TX Robby Benson fi lm:

      “___ to Billie Joe”

48  holiest city in Islam

49  city on north side of

      Galveston Bay

51  TX Harper of “Silkwood”

52  TX Bush: “The liberation

      of Kuwait ___ begun”

53  TXism: “call __  _ day”

54  TX Sam

      Johnson was 

      a POW here,

      for short

14  TXism: “_  ____  

       that like a duck

       needs an umbrella”

15  TXism: “mean __

      __ old range cow”

16  slang for a Stetson

19  actor Brand who was

      TX Ranger Reese 

      Bennett on “Laredo”

20  TX Roger Miller

      awards

22  TX Henry in the 

      Bill Clinton

      administration

24  this Ames was

      “Mingo” (init.)

25  Spurs & Mavs org.

26  TXism: “quick to

      pull a cork”

27  TXism: “__  ___

      water” (trouble)

28  shish kebob prong  

29  TXism: “get your

      nest ____” (be still)

30  TX actress Vinson  

      fi lm: “The Thin Man   

      ___ Home” (1945)

33  noted fi lm director,

      Otto (init.)

P-1673
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29

34

37

30 31

33

21

38

35

41 42

45

50

32

48

39

47

9

40

44

34  pickup rubber

35  between Lamar &

      Hopkins Counties

37  TXism: “he’d walk

      himself __  _____  

      __ a revolving door”

38  ex-Cowboy offensive

      coach Hudson

41  TX Buddy Holly hit:  

      “Not ____ Away”

42  “little” in Mexico

45  antique autos

48  historic “___  ___   

      Houston House” in

      Independence, TX

50  TXism: “couldn’t

      ____  _ drum” (loser)

Last Puzzle

 Solution

S-1672
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Boston Fern.

Dear Neil: I have a large 

Boston fern that we’ve been 

growing in a hanging basket 

for 10 years or longer. I have 

a small greenhouse, but the 

plant almost fi lls it now and 

its basket is nearly rusted 

through. Can it be divided 

into new plants? When 

would be the best time to 

do so?

They are often propagated 
in exactly that way. It may 
involve some wrestling, but 
it won’t be impossible. Wait a 
little closer to spring, then take 
it out on a warm day. Soak it 
thoroughly. Come back an 
hour later and soak it again. 
You want the root ball very 
wet so it will be quite soft. 
Use wire cutters to remove all 
the old basket. Take care not 
to poke or scratch yourself 
with the rusty metal. 

Use a nursery spade to slice 
through the root ball in several 
places so that you end up with 
your new “clumps” of roots 
and tops. Without seeing it, I 
would guess that each clump 
ought to be softball-sized or 
slightly larger. If they were 
mine, I’d pot them individual-
ly into 2- or 3-gallon contain-
ers fi lled with a very organic 
planting mix. Trim the fronds 
back by 50-70% just to make 

the plants look more reason-

able, and fertilize them with 

a water-soluble, all-N plant 

food. Put the new transplants 

into a shaded outdoor setting 

once all danger of frost has 

passed. That’s going to mean 

April for most areas in Texas.

Dear Neil: I want to 

plant bermudagrass from 

seed this year. I have clay 

soil and I get overrun with 

weeds. Should I strip out 

the weeds with a sod cutter, 

then bring in topsoil or just 

put the topsoil on top of the 

clay? What is the best way 

to get the new grass started 

and when should I try?

Bermuda can grow in most 

clay soils as long as they’re 

not shallow and fi lled with 

rock or caliche. Your prime 
planting time for bermuda 
seed is May into early June. 
By then the ground is warm 
enough for the seed to sprout 
well, yet it’s still cool and hu-
mid enough that the young 
seedlings should still have 
an easy time getting started. 
I would spray all existing 
weeds with a glyphosate-
only herbicide toward the end 
of April. Give it two or three 
weeks to complete its work, 
then mow to remove all the 
browned stubble. Rototill 3-4 
inches deep with a rear-tine 
tiller so you can pulverize 
the soil to the fi nest particle 
size possible. 
Use your gar-
den rake turned 
upside-down 
to establish a 
smooth sur-
face that drains 
away from 
your house, pa-
tio, walks, and 
drive. 

Sow the 
bermuda seed 
at the rate of 
2-4 pounds 
per 1,000 sq. 
ft. Mix it with 
equal amounts 
of corn meal to 

help it cover more uniformly. 
Spread half of it going east-
west, then the other half walk-
ing north-south. 

Water every day for a short 
period of time until the grass 
is up and growing, then grad-
ually water less often but for 
longer intervals. Mow as soon 
as the bermuda reaches 1-1/2 
in. in height. You want to keep 
the grass low and dense for 
the quickest cover.

Fertilize the new turf after 
you mow it the second time. 
Turf experts suggest applying 
a high-quality, all-nitrogen 
fertilizer with half of its N in 
a slow-release form. Apply 

this fi rst feeding at half the 
recommended rate, then come 
back one month later with a 
follow-up feeding at the full 
recommended rate.

Somewhere in there, I hope 
you found several things that 
you can try doing diff erently. 
Perhaps they will help you 
succeed this time around.

Dear Neil: We have a 
wedding shower planned for 
our backyard on May 5. We 
recently added a cabana to 
the area, and the construc-
tion crew killed what little 
bit of St. Augustine we had 
there. I want to have zoysia 
in its place, but my husband 

doesn’t think the seed will 
have time to be ready. What 
would you suggest?

If you want zoysia, buy sod. 
Talk to your local vendors 
now about what types they 
will be bringing in. It should 
be fully greened up, and it 
could be planted by mid-April 
to be well rooted by your May 
5 date. You don’t want to be 
starting zoysia from seed (too 
slow and unpredictable).

Have a question you’d like 
Neil to consider? E-mail him 
at mailbag@sperrygardens.
com. Neil regrets that he can-
not reply to questions indi-
vidually.

Spring is the best time to propagate ferns

  May 2, 1947

“Moe” is 
the canine 
mascot for 
the Airborne 
Unit Task 
Force, FRIG-
ID. These 
two mem-
bers, pictured 
here, leash 
Moe after her 
jump from 
a plane after 
maneuvers.

May 2, 1947

W i l l i a m 
T u r n e r , 
R o s e m a r y 
Beck, and 
Otis Parks 
are three Sul 
Ross stu-
dents who 
are ready for 
the three-day 
Booster Club 
Rodeo that is 
set to start on 
Thursday. 

February 16, 1911

Few people are aware 
that Brewster County 
boasts an impressive 
marble deposit of the 
fi nest degree. Marble 
Mountain is a heap of 
solid marble, rising 300 
feet above the surround-
ing valleys, situated 15 
miles south of Alpine. 
The Jordan marble 
quarry, pictured here, is 
owned by the new com-
pany out of San Antonio.

March 9, 1911

As one of the orig-
inal homes built 
in Alpine, Mrs. A. 
T. Winder’s house 
has begun to be 
surrounded by new 
d e v e l o p m e n t s . 
New homes are 
being established 
every year, but the 
original fi ne homes 
in the growing 
town will always 
be an inspiration. 

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

Photos from Alpine Avalance archives at Archives of the Big Bend, Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library, Sul Ross State University.

www.morrisonhardware.com


 

The Alpine High School 
girl’s powerlifting team com-
peted this past Saturday at a 
tournament in Fort Stockton. 
Out of more than 20 teams, 
including Midland schools 
and San Angelo Central, Al-
pine placed third overall in the 
competition.

“All of my girls competed 
well,” said coach Jerry Domin-
guez.

Alpine had competitors in 
seven weight classes, consist-
ing of the 97-pound weight 
class, the 105-pound weight 
class, the 123-pound weight 
class, the 132-pound weight 
class, the 148-pound weight 
class, the 165-pound weight 

class, and the 181-pound 
weight class.

In the 97-pound weight 
class, Mia Morris earned sec-
ond place. In the 105-pound 
weight class, Naida Morris 
earned third place.

For the 123-pound weight 
class, Alpine had three com-
petitors. Hope Dominguez 
took 11th, Kaylee Fierro took 
14th, and Ayleen Adame 
earned 19th place.

In the 132-pound weight 
class, Sierra Ruckman placed 
sixth, followed by Hannah 
Vidal in seventh, and Trinity 
Vega in 17th.

Once again, in the 
148-pound weight class, Enys-
sa Fierro brought home an-
other gold medal, placing fi rst 
along with Vianney Santos 

who placed 11th in this weight 

class. Enyssa also placed fi rst 

in the Monahans tournament 

last week.

In the 165-pound weight 

class, Madalyn Warren also 

brought home a first-place 

gold medal along with Roxell 

Adams who placed seventh, 

and Shannah Tamale who 

placed 16th.

Finally, in the 181-pound 

weight class, Kody Hawkins 

placed third.

The Alpine Lady Bucks 
battled it out for the win in a 
district home game last week 
with the Presidio Blue Devils. 
After the Blue Devils led on 
the scoreboard for the entire 
first half, the Lady Bucks 
impressively rebounded in 
the second, toppling the guest 
team 40-38.

“I believe this game show-
cased the simple fact that our 
girls just don’t know how to 
quit. They have a ‘We are 
not scared of anybody, and 
we don’t know how to quit 
mentality’,” said Christopher 
Virdell, head basketball coach 
for the Lady Bucks.

The game had a rough start 
for the home team, with Pre-
sidio jumping ahead 17 points 
to Alpine’s eight, and they 
kept the lead in the second 
quarter by adding nine points 
and the Bucks gaining only 
six more. The fi rst half ended 
with Alpine behind 14-26.

“Both teams were on point 
with defense and their defen-
sive schemes. Which made 
running an off ensive set very 
diffi  cult, but I was very happy 
with our patience and shot se-
lection when we did have to 
set up in a set,” Virdell said.

During halftime, Virdell 
said that the discussion re-
volved around their team, not 
their opponents. The coach 
was confi dent in his team’s 
abilities and even told them 
that they were going to win 
the game.

“All the fundamentals, 
x’s and o’s are great, but in 
a game like that, it comes 

down to who wants it more. 
I did not have to say much 
during timeouts, they knew. 
The only thing I really had to 
harp on was make a mistake 
at 100% and when you do, 
forget about it, fi x it, and on 
to the next play,” said Virdell.

According to the coach, se-
niors Novah Carrasco and Ali 
Maroney were leading those 
conversations in the huddle, 
and they just kept hammering 
the fact that they had to want 
it more.

The tide of the game 
changed dramatically in the 
second half, especially in the 
third quarter when the Lady 
Bucks gained 18 points. How-
ever, even after that impres-
sive turnaround, the end of the 
third quarter had the crowd in 
suspense, with Presidio lead-
ing 32-33.

“Do whatever your teams 
need to make sure your team 
wins. Details are in the small 
things. Box out, make easy 
shots, limit turnovers, and 
take pride in your defense,” 
said Virdell.

Among the course-chang-
ing scores during the third 
quarter, Novah Carrasco and 
Evelyn Smith each made two 
successful free throws, and 
Karolina Castillo had one as 
well.

“We talked the day before 
at practice about the same 
thing I have told them since 
we started district, each game 
will be a dogfi ght. It does not 
matter what happens in the 
fi rst round of district, teams 
will be better prepared, and 
games get tougher. So, at 
halftime, I told them the same 
thing and added ‘Let’s be 

tougher than they are’,” Vird-
ell said.

The fourth quarter was 
where the outcome of the 
game was decided, and the 
Lady Bucks were the fi rst to 
score with a free throw. Presi-
dio then made a fi eld goal, but 
Nadia Morris responded with 
a free throw of her own.

Ali Maroney made a two-
point fi eld goal before Presi-
dio followed with one. Novah 
Carrasco tipped the Alpine 
team ahead with three free 
throws, driving their score 
from 35 to 38 points.

Karolina Castillo scored 
the fi nal point for the Lady 
Bucks with a free throw and 
the Blue Devils had another 
themselves. Presidio and Al-
pine both had some timeouts 
during this quarter and the 
result was the Lady Bucks 
leading 40-38 at the buzzer 
for the win.

“I’m very pleased with the 
reserve players, each one has 
stepped up and done their job 
every game, regardless of the 
size of the role they play. I 
have seen a big diff erence de-
fensively in them, and that is 
exactly what we want. Great 
defense and to run the ball as 
fast as we can,” Virdell said.

After this success, the Lady 
Bucks traveled to Odessa to 
face Compass Academy for 
another district game. Novah 
Carrasco and Hope Domin-
guez were the score leaders 
for this game, gaining 21 and 
14 points respectively.

Alpine took the lead in 
the fi rst quarter 13-8 and the 
fi rst half ended 23-14. Com-
pass Academy fared well in 
the third quarter, gaining 15 

points, to Alpine’s 12. The 
game’s outcome was decided 
in the fourth quarter when 
the Lady Bucks’ point total 
reached 56 points and Com-
pass Academy remained at 
33.

On Tuesday, the Lady 
Bucks were back home for 
a district game to take on the 
Crane Golden Cranes.

Before that game, Virdell 
said that the upcoming Crane 
game was going to be the big-
gest game of the season for 
them so far.

“Winning that game will 
place us in a great position 
for a chance at the district title 
and help carry us through the 
rest of district play. I believe 
we are better prepared to play 
them now than we were in the 
fi rst round. We were just get-
ting our feet under us at that 
time, and we are more experi-
enced as a team at this point,” 
said Virdell.

The coach knew it was 
going to be a knockdown, 
drag-out game with the team 
making the least turnovers 
winning.

“Defensively we are going 
to have to adjust a little, but 
we will prepare on Monday 
and have a solid defensive 
scheme ready to go. Crane 
is always a rivalry game, and 
we expect it to be loud and 
exciting, we just need to take 
care of the little things that 
we focus on every day,” said 
Virdell.

Alpine lost 53-81 against 
Crane.

The Lady Bucks are sched-
uled to play the Stanton Buf-
falos next, on Friday, January 
26 in a district away game.
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Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Evren Martinez shoots the ball at a recent home 
game.

Photo by Annika Canaba.

Novah Carrasco attempts a layup during a home 
game this month. 

Photo by Felipe Fierro
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ENYSSA FIERROENYSSA FIERRO

Enyssa placed 1st place in her weight class 

at last weeks Monahans meet.

The Alpine Fightin’ Bucks 
fought tooth and nail for vic-
tory last Tuesday in a district 
home game against the Pre-
sidio Blue Devils. 

“It is always an excit-
ing game when we face off  
against Presidio,” said Aaron 
Hardwick, the head basket-
ball coach for the Bucks.

The Blue Devils jumped 
ahead in the fi rst half of the 
game, leading 20-14 in the 
fi rst quarter, and ending in 
the lead 28-24. However, 
the Bucks have developed 
the habit of playing hard un-
til the end of any game.

The Blue Devils main-
tained their lead by six 
points in the third quarter, 
39-33, but the Bucks leveled 
up their offensive moves 
drastically in the prodigal 
fourth quarter.

“The Bucks always hit 
hard after halftime when 
needed and that fi nal quar-

ter was no exception. I was 
glad we were able to turn it 
on when we needed it the 
most,” said Hardwick. 

When Alpine was still 
behind 33-41, Jace Canaba 
made a three-point field 
goal followed by two free 
throws and Daedrick Hard-
wick followed up with a 
two-point fi eld goal. These 
scores boosted Alpine’s 
points on the board to 40, 
and close on the heels of 
Presidio’s 42 points.

The Blue Devils made 
two more free throws before 
Hardwick and Canaba each 
made two-point fi eld goals 
which pulled the Alpine 
team ahead momentarily, 
44-46. The two teams were 
neck and neck for a short 
time until Canaba scored an-
other three-point fi eld goal.

After some timeouts and 
fouls for both teams, a fi nal 
two-point fi eld goal pushed 
the Bucks past the Blue 
Devils, with a fi nal score 
of 51-50.

When asked what he 

thought this game show-
cased for the Alpine team, 
Hardwick said that they 
were able to show that they 
could win in diff erent ways. 

“We pride ourselves on 
the defense and that was no 
diff erent in this ball game. 
The discussion at halftime 
was to attack their defense. I 
felt like we were settling and 
waiting for them to set their 
defense before we attacked. 
Once the team was able to 
settle in and begin attacking, 
we did some good things of-
fensively,” said Hardwick.

The next game that the 
Bucks played was in Odessa, 
against the Compass Acad-
emy team in a district away 
game on Friday, January 19.

Canaba, Hardwick, and 
Ferris Daley were the score 
leaders for this game, but 
nearly every Fightin’ Buck 
player put points on the 
board. The Bucks toppled 
Compass Academy 81-34. 

On Tuesday, the Bucks 
went up against the Crane 
Golden Cranes in another 

district home game.
Before the game with 

Crane Hardwick said, 
“Right now, we are in 
fi rst place in the district. 
Our goal is to be district 
champs. So, we must take 
care of one game at a time 
and that starts this week 
with Crane.”

“Coach Garza is a smart 
veteran coach, and I am 
certain he will make ad-
justments. For us, the mes-
sage all year long has been 
to control what we can 
control. If we do that, ev-
erything will take care of 
itself,” said Hardwick. 

The Bucks won the dis-
trict opener against Crane 
62-38 back in December. 
This second meeting against 
the Golden Cranes was a 
repeat of the district opener. 
The Bucks beat Crane 72-43 
in this second matchup.

Next, the Bucks are 
scheduled to play the Stan-
ton Buffalos in a district 
away game on Friday, Janu-
ary 26.

Lady Bucks advance in district

Bucks tip Presidio by one point, topple Compass Academy

Sports Schedule
Buck Basketball
Jan. 26 Alpine vs Stanton*
JV 5 p.m.
 9th Gold 6:30 p.m.
 Varsity 8 p.m.
Jan. 30 Tornillo vs Alpine*
JV 5 p.m.
 9th Gold 6:30 p.m.
 Varsity 8 p.m.

LadyBuckBasketball
Jan. 26 Alpine vs Stanton*
JV 5 p.m.
Varsity 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 30 Tornillo vs Alpine*
JV 5 p.m.
Varsity 6:30 p.m.

Fightin’ Buck Powerlifting
Feb. 10 Kermit

Feb. 15 WinkGLQ
Feb. 22 PecosBLQ

Fightin’BuckTrack & Field
Feb. 9 TBA
El Paso
Feb. 16 Queen City RelaysDel 
Rio

Buck Baseball
Feb. 13 Alpine vs Fort Stockton 
(scrimmage)
JV 4:30 p.m.
 Varsity 7 p.m.
Feb. 16 Alpine vs Monahans 
(scrimmage)
JV 4:30 p.m.
 Varsity 7 p.m.
*Denotes District Game

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

Kody Hawkins gets her game face on as she com-
petes in this past Saturday’s powerlifting meet 
held in Fort Stockton.

Courtesy photo

Girl’s powerlifting takes third in Fort Stockton
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor
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ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS
Property owners have certain rights that may 

reduce their property tax burden.

HOMEOWNERS
Persons who own their residence may claim their home as a residential homestead. 
The filing of this document is only necessary if the homeowner has changed 
homesteads, the appraisal district has requested an updated application, or the 
owner has become eligible for additional exemptions since last year. A copy of a 
current driver’s license must accompany the application. Persons who purchase their 
home during 2024 and the home purchased does not have an existing homestead 
exemption from the prior owner, the new owner may receive a prorated homestead. 
The proration is from the date the homeowner qualifies. Details may be obtained 
from your local appraisal district. Homeowners may also defer the portion of the 
tax on their residence homestead if the value of the home was raised more than 5% 
above the previous year. Although the tax collection is deferred, interest continues 
to run on the unpaid portion of tax at a rate of 8% per annum and the deferred tax 
remains a lien on the property. To apply for the deferral, the owner should contact 
the appraisal district which appraised the property in question and complete an 
application.
 

DISABLED PERSONS
Persons who are disabled under Social Security law are entitled to additional 
exemptions on their residential homestead. Disabled applicants must apply with the 
appraisal district and furnish a determination letter from Social Security. Disabled 
persons receive all benefits on their home that are available to over 65 persons (see 
below).

PERSONS WHO ARE OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE-

EXEMPTIONS AND DEFERRAL
Persons who are over 65 years of age or disabled persons may file for additional 
exemptions and a ceiling on school taxes for their residential homestead if they 
became 65 during 2023 or will be 65 during 2024. Over-65 persons should apply 
for this exemption at the appraisal district office in their county. Over-65 persons 
are also eligible to defer paying the tax on their residential homestead if they wish. 
The taxes continue to accrue during the deferral plus interest, but no attempt will 
be made to force payment during the deferral. Details and an application may be 
obtained from any appraisal district or the State Comptroller.

DISABLED VETERANS
Persons who have been declared disabled by the Veteran’s Administration are eligible 
for additional exemptions on property they own. The declaration letter from VA 
is mailed annually, but the appraisal district only needs a copy in the first year of 
eligibility or if the percentage of disability changes. In certain situations where 
the disabled vet is 100% disabled, unemployable and receiving 100% disability 
compensation, their homestead may be completely exempt. An annual reapplication 
for the 100% exemption may be required by the Chief Appraiser.

FARM AND RANCH OWNERS
Farmers and ranchers may be entitled to receive an alternate method of appraisal 
determined by the farm income to the property. This method is available to farms 
and ranches commercially raising crops or livestock or which are used as a wildlife 
habitat under State guidelines. An application for agricultural use value and 
additional information is available from your appraisal district. Re-filing is only 
necessary if requested to do so by the Chief Appraiser

EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS
Exemption applications for all property tax exemptions including total exemptions 
for charitable, religious, and other total exemptions may be obtained from an 
appraisal district nearest you or through the State Comptroller’s Office at 1/800-252-
9121 or from their website at http://www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/02-
forms.html  

BUSINESS PERSONAL PROPERTY OWNERS
State law requires the filing of a rendition declaring what types of business personal 
property that a person or company owns. Failure to file the rendition will result 
in a 10% penalty. If a fraudulent rendition is filed, a 50% penalty is mandated. A 
rendition can be obtained from the appraisal district office where the property is 
located. Deadline-April 15. A 30-day filing extension is available by written request.

PROTESTING PROPERTY VALUE
Taxpayers whose property value increases by at least $1000 will be mailed a 
reappraisal notice stating the proposed value. The taxpayer may file a protest of the 
value change by completing the protest form that will be included in the notice. An 
informal hearing will be available to taxpayers, and if not satisfied, the taxpayer may 
have a formal hearing before the Bee County Appraisal Review Board.

If you have questions about any of these topics, please contact the Brewster County 
Appraisal District at (432) 837-2332 or come by our office at 107 W Ave E. Alpine, 
Texas. Other information may also be available on the Comptroller’s website at 
comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/

After their win over Le-

Tourneau on the road on 

January 6, the Sul Ross 

Lady Lobos would return 

home to face Howard 

Payne University at the 

Gallego Center in a week-

end game on January 13.

The Lobos would be-

gin the contest trailing 

by two, when Victoria 

Aguayo would lead a 7-0 

run, including a three-

pointer to put Sul Ross 

ahead by fi ve. After a fol-

low-up layup by Marley 

Rokas, the Lobos would 

be up by eight, with a 

score of 11-3.

Howard Payne would 

answer back with a 5-0 

run in the first quarter 

with just over two min-

utes to go, but the Lobos 

would close out the fi rst 

with a 6-3 run to lead by 

six at the buzzer.

In the second quarter, 

Sul Ross would lead by as 

much as 10 points, with 

Rokas scoring four of the 

six during their 6-0 run.

Behind an 8-0 run, the 

Yellow Jackets were be-

hind by two at around 

the six-minute mark and 

would then use a 5-0 run 

to take the lead 30-29.

A pair of free throws 

by Rokas would see the 

Lobos out in front once 

again until a layup on 

behalf of Howard Payne 

would put the Yellow 

Jackets back up by one.

With a clutch three by 

Koda Beltran, the Lobos 

were again ahead by two, 

but the Yellow Jackets 

would respond with one 

of its own with seconds 

left on the clock to take a 

one-point lead at the half.

With six lead changes 

in the third, thanks to a 

pair of layups by Aguayo 

along with a free throw 

and a layup by Caitlyn 

Corley, the Lobos would 

tie up the score at 47 to 

end the third.

The fourth quarter had 

the Lobos begin with a 

6-0 run, followed by an-

other to match, Sul Ross 

would extend their lead 

to nine with just over a 

minute and a half left in 

the game thanks to Em-

ily Bunger, Rokas, and 

Ariana Escalante who all 

tallied points in the paint.

The Lobos sealed the 

win over Howard Payne 

after a 5-0 run that would 

put them up by 12 with 

just 37 seconds left on 

the clock. Sul Ross would 

take the win at home 67 

to 57.

Next up for the Lobos 

was a series of road trips, 

first to Richardson on 

January 18 to take on the 

Comets of UT Dallas fol-

lowed by a visit to Clarks-

ville, Arkansas on January 

20 to battle the University 

of the Ozarks.

Despite an outstand-

ing performance by Em-

ily Bunger, the Thursday 

night match-up between 

the Lobos and the Com-

ets led to a defeat for Sul 

Ross.

Sul Ross would begin 

the contest behind, trail-

ing 8-0 in the fi rst quar-

ter before Bunger would 

put her team on the board 

with a pair of free throws. 

A 4-0 run with scores 

from Aguayo and Ro-

kas would cut the defi cit 

to three, but the Comets 

would come back with 

a 7-0 run to extend their 

lead to 10. Despite an-

other layup from Bunger 

and one from Ti’Miah 

Jackson-Allen, the Lobos 

were trailing by seven at 

the end of the opening 

quarter.

Halfway through the 

second quarter, UT Dal-

las led by 11, but Sul Ross 

would rally on a 10-0 run 

with a three-pointer from 

Kayley Diaz and two 

points by Bunger and 

Jema Padilla. The Lobos 

would trail by one with 

two minutes left in the 

second before the Com-

ets used a 4-0 run to take 

the lead by fi ve. Bunger 

would get Sul Ross to 

within three with seconds 

left before the end of the 

fi rst half, but a layup by 

the Comets at the buzzer 

would put them ahead by 

fi ve.

The Comets would 

dominate the third 

quarter, maintaining a 

14-point lead over the 

Lobos until a jumper by 

Beltran would cut that 

lead to 11. 

The fi nal quarter would 

see the Comets barely 

outscore Sul Ross, 18-16 

in the fourth, but would 

still hold their largest 

margin against the Lo-

bos, being up by 18 with 

less than a minute on the 

clock. The Comets would 

win the contest 55-69.

Sul Ross would begin 

their contest against the 

Eagles in Arkansas last 

Saturday afternoon, hold-

ing a 6-5 with a layup by 

Aguayo until the Eagles 

jumped ahead by one.

There were four lead 

changes in the fi rst quar-

ter early on. Diaz would 

hit a jumper to put Sul 

Ross back on top by one, 

but this would be fol-

lowed by a 6-0 run by the 

Eagles to put them up by 

fi ve.

On a 4-0 run by Sul 

Ross, they would cut 

this lead to one with two 

points by Diaz and Bung-

er respectively. The Ea-

gles would answer back 

with a 5-0 run to put them 

ahead by six when Rokas 

cut the defi cit to four with 

a jumper with less than 30 

seconds left in the quarter.

The Ozarks would out-

score Sul Ross 21-12 in 

the second quarter, lead-

ing by as much as 17 with 

less than a minute and a 

half left in the fi rst half of 

the contest.

Although the Lobos 

would manage to outscore 

the Eagles in the fourth, 

17-11, it wasn’t enough 

to take the win. Sul Ross 

fell to the University of 

the Ozarks 55-70.

Next up for the Lobos 

is a matchup against Har-

din-Simmons tonight at 

5:30 p.m. at the Gallego 

Center followed by a Sat-

urday afternoon contest 

against McMurry Univer-

sity at 1 p.m.

Lady Lobos conquer at 

home, fall on the road
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

The Sul Ross Lobos met 
the Yellow Jackets at the 
Gallego Center last Sat-
urday afternoon in a nail-
biter of a game. The Lobos 
would fi ght neck and neck 
throughout the game, but 
come up just shy of the 
win, in a crushing fall to 
Howard Payne 83-84.

The opening half of the 
game saw six lead chang-
es between the Lobos and 
Yellow Jackets, where Sul 
Ross would start off  on a 
5-0 run with a jumper by 
Omar Ibarra followed by a 
three-pointer from Cailean 
Ables to put the Lobos 
ahead by three.

The Yellow Jackets 
would follow up with 
their own 5-0 run before 
the Lobos would tie it up 
with another basket from 
Ables. Another 5-0 run by 
the Lobos would start off  
thanks to Gabe Sanchez 
and Manny Flores knock-
ing in a three, putting Sul 
Ross up by fi ve.

The Lobos’ lead was 
short-lived when the Yel-
low Jackets would turn the 

tide on a 9-0 run putting 

them on top again by four.

With less than fi ve min-

utes left in the fi rst half, 

Howard Payne would 

grow their lead to 10, but 

the Lobos weren’t done. 

A dunk by Tyler Jackson 

would play a part in a 10-0 

run put up by the Lobos to 

tie the score at 37-all. The 

Yellow Jackets weren’t 

done just yet when they 

put up three 3-pointers in 

the last two minutes of 

the fi rst half. Trey Nelson 

would nail a 3-pointer for 

the Lobos followed by a 

shot from Ables from the 

paint to put the Lobos 

up by one, but the fi nal 

3-pointer from Howard 

Payne in the fi rst half hit 

the net just as the buzzer 

sounded, leaving Sul Ross 

down by two at the break. 

Jackson would tie up the 

game at 46-all to begin the 

second half after Howard 

Payne had dominated with 

their three-pointers in the 

first half, having hit 12 

against the Lobos.

The tie would not last 

long at the top of the sec-

ond half as the Yellow 

Jackets used a 9-0 run to 

lead by nine, but Sul Ross 

would answer back with 

a 7-0 run with a three-

pointer from Sanchez to 

bring the Lobos within 

two points of the Yellow 

Jackets.

With an 8-2 run by 

Howard Payne, they 

would pull ahead and al-

though the Lobos rallied 

for seven straight points 

with a clutch three by 

Nelson and four points 

on the board from Myles 

Amason, the lead would 

change three more times 

with less than four min-

utes left in the game.

Amason would get 

fouled after a slam dunk 

and could capitalize on the 

three-point play to once 

again tie the game.

Tied at 75-all with min-

utes left on the clock, the 

Lobos would take the lead 

by one on a 4-0 run with 

just over a minute and a 

half left before the Yel-

low Jackets would move 

ahead by three, followed 

by Jackson cutting the lead 

to one, but the Lobos were 

unable to tie up the game 

before the buzzer sounded.

Next, the Lobos hit the 

road to Dallas to take on 

the Comets of UT Dallas. 

Once again, the game was 

decided by a single point, 

this time in the Lobos’ 

favor thanks to a game-

winning shot by Gabe 

Sanchez.

This was a good win for 

the Lobos, as they’d not 

beaten the Comets since 

2021 but it wasn’t an easy 

one. The game would see 

11 lead changes and 12 

ties before the fi nal points 

by Sul Ross brought them 

the victory.

Early in the fi rst half, the 

Lobos and Comets would 

tie up the score three dif-

ferent times, with a three-

pointer from Deveraux 

Minix as part of a 5-0 run. 

The Comets would answer 

back in a big way with 

an 18-0 run bringing the 

score to 24-11 with just 

under six and a half min-

utes left on the clock, and 

four three-pointers as part 

of the points burst.

The Lobos would de-

crease the points deficit 

on a 9-0 run to trail by fi ve 

with just over three min-

utes left in the fi rst half. 

A three-pointer by Flores, 

four points by Amason, 

and a layup by Ables 

would put the Lobos be-

hind by four at the half.

UT Dallas would lead 

by eight at the start of the 

second half when the Lo-

bos would spark a 10-0 

run to take a two-point 

lead thanks to a couple of 

clutch threes by Nelson 

and Ibarra.

The Comets would tie 

the game at 39-all before 

a dunk by Amason pushed 

the momentum back to the 

Lobos.

Nine lead changes 

would take place until Sul 

Ross broke a 54-all tie on 

a layup by Nelson with 

just four and a half min-

utes left to play.

UT Dallas would use a 

4-0 run with a minute and 

a half left to tie the score at 

61 before Sanchez would 

hit a three to give Sul Ross 

the lead again.

With 26 seconds left on 

the clock, the Comets took 

another 4-0 run to lead 

65-64, which prompted a 

timeout by Coach Webb. 

Nelson would then drive 

through the paint with a 

pass to Sanchez who hit 

the game-winning basket 

with seconds to go. Sul 

Ross currently sits 9-8 on 

the season, before their 

next contest against the 

University of the Ozarks 

they played on Saturday 

in Arkansas. Next up is 

tonight’s game at the Gal-

lego Center against Har-

din-Simmons at 7:30 p.m.

Lobos fall and win by one
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

http://www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/02
www.comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax


 

MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

HELP WANTED WANT TO BUY

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Mobile homes and 
spaces. Close to 
Sul Ross University.  
Frontier Mobile 
Home Village. 1102 
N. 9th St. trailer #35 
Alpine.  Call 432-
837-2736   

FOR RENT/LEASE  

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539 

 407 E Lockhart #2 
3 BR / 1 Bath Rent 
$1200.00/mo + 
Deposit 432-249-
0293

407 E Lockhart #6 
1 BR / 1 Bath Rent 
$675.00/mo + De-
posit 432-249-0293

LUXURY DUPLEXES 
FOR LEASE
Spacious 
2&3bd/2ba duplex-
es for lease, across 
from the golf 
course, covered 
back patio, fenced 
backyard, one car 
garage, laundry 
area, stove and frig 
furnished.  NO PETS 
ALLOWED.  Call or 
text 432-213-1555  

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedicated 
employees to fi ll 
night audit.  Excel-
lent pay and ben-
efi ts.  Please apply 
in person at 2607 
West Highway 90.

Holiday Inn 
Express is seeking 
dedicated employ-
ees to fi ll morning 
front desk, break-
fast attendant, 
and housekeeping 
positions. Please 
apply in person at 
2004 East Highway 
90.

Help Wanted ap-
ply in person at 
Celebration Liquor 
704 W. Holland.

CONSTRUCTION 
Help Wanted – 
Knowledge in the 
aspects of residen-
tial construction.  
Pay commensurate 
on experience.  
Call Roland 432-
386-8655

WANT TO BUY

I buy cast iron skil-
lets please text or 
call 512-963-7533 

Want to buy old 
Colt pistols and 
old Winchester 
Lever Action rifl es. 
Daytime phone 
#: 432-294-2094. 
Nights/weekends: 
432-364-2234 

SERVICES:

Schedule Uber to 
Airport or beyond 
Alpine.  Uber driver 
now based in 
Alpine.  Schedule 
ahead on Uber App 
for rides to El Paso 
or Midland/Odessa 
airports.  Online as 
much as possible 
for local rides, but 
not 24/7 since Uber 
won’t allow it!  Call 
my cell if more info 
needed or check of 
available on short 
notice to El Paso or 
Midland/Odessa. 
502-265-8321
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Appraiser Trainee 
 

Raymond E. Herrera, RPA
Chief Appraiser

Starting Hourly Rate: $13.50

Annual Salary: $28,080

Plus Benefits

Work Schedule:

Monday through Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
*May be required to work on-call or 

weekends and holidays

**Schedule subject to Dept. Head’s 

discretion - hours may vary -

Closing Date: Monday

January 29, 2024

at 5:00 p.m.

All applications must 

be completed online at 

www.cityofalpine.com/

employment

City of Alpine
is looking to fill

WORKER I / METER READER
NOTICE

Call Express Nursing at 432-580-9393.  
Ask for Myra

Helping Others?

Helping Others?

Make a career of it
!Enjoy

Enjoy
Looking to 

hire Physical 
Therapists in 
the Big Bend 
area for home 
health visits.

Home Health Care
Improve the quality of life of

patients who require ongoing

care and support, allowing 

them to maintain their 

independence and dignity 

while receiving the 

necessary assistance to 

manage their health and 

well-being.

Physical Therapy
A convenient & effective 

way for patients to receive 

physical therapy in the 

comfort of their own home.
For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• FULL-TIME BOOKKEEPER

 with experience

• ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

• MEDICAL BILLER

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

• PART TIME - MAINTENANCE WORKER,

 PCHS locations

• HOUSEKEEPER- PART TIME

• FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST- Alpine

Now Hiring

FEBRUARY 12, 2024

 PUBLIC SALE--9:AM

LEGAL NOTICE TO OWNERS:

2002 Chevy Suburban C15—3GNEC16Z22G347232—$500.00

2006 Volvo—YV4CY592X61252846—$500.00

2003 Chevy K15—3GNFK16Z33G199830—$500.00

2006 Mazda—JM1CR293X60101986—$300.00

2005 Chevy Tahoe—1GNEC13T85R217699—$1500.00

2011 VW Jetta—3VWDX7AJ2BM096367—$1000.00

2008 Chevy Silverado—3GCEK13J78G288472—$4000.00

2005 Chevy Truck—2GCEC13T451147071—$2000.00

2015 Suzi MC—JS1NP41A9F2100105—$800.00

2014 Ford Mustang—1ZVBPEM2E5260096—$800.00

1999 Ford Explorer—1FMZU35P8XZB24795—$500.00

2015 Chevy Traverse—1GNKRGKD2FJ105608—$600.00

Owner may show ownership to reclaim  
vehicle and pay towing, recovery,  

& storage fees.  

Storage will accrue daily

& Cannot be computed until vehicle is claimed.

Sixto’s Wrecker Service

901 E. US Hwy. 90 Marathon TX 79842

(432) 386-4551

TDLR #0001360VSF                    www.tdlr.texas.gov

GGGGGGG

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ALPINEAVALANCHE.COM

Everyone’s looking for 

something.

Find what you need 

every week in the Alpine 

Avalanche Classifieds.

www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.brewstercotad.org
www.cityofalpine.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.tdlr.texas.gov
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Village Farms is seeking a detailed 
oriented individual to join our team as

Shipping/Receiving Clerk
for our Marfa 2 location.

Responsibilities include loading 
and unloading, forklift operation, 

preparation of shipping documents, 
verify deliveries, maintain warehouse 

and other general duties.

Requirements: Must be willing to work 

weekends and holidays, ability to 
work independently, verbal, and 

written communication skills, working 
knowledge of computers and forklift 

pass a pre-employment drug screen.

Interested candidates should call 
(432)729-3071 Ext. 607

or fax resume to (432)375-6241.
Applications are also available at Village 

Farms Security Stations 3 Miles N. Hwy 17 
Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 17 FT. Davis, TX

PART-TIME

Village Farms is
looking for a full-time

Human Resources Assistant.
The candidate’s 

responsibilities include 
providing support in the areas 

of recruitment, employee 
orientation, employee 

management and attendance 
tracking. Required Skills: 

data, excellent organizational 
skills, working knowledge 

of MS Excel, Word and 
Outlook, strong interpersonal 

and communication skills. 
Bilingual (Spanish) is a must. 

Interested candidates should 
email or fax resume to 

villagefarms.com or call 

more information.

Aramark
Campus Dining
is now hiring for 

the following 
positions:

Baristas

Day and Night 
Dishwashers

Daytime Cashier

Pay is based on experience.
Please visit our website

to apply!

www.careers.aramark.com

Questions? Call 432-837-8670

rk.co

7 867

NO. PR03129

IN RE ESTATE OF  § IN THE COUNTY COURT

   §    SITTING IN PROBATE

WILLIAM DALE MARTIN, §   OF

Deceased   §        BREWSTER COUNTY, TEXAS

REQUEST FOR BIDS

The Estate of William Dale Martin, Cause PR03029, County 
Court of Brewster County requests bids for the purchase of real 
property located in Marathon, Texas.

The property has a street address of  101 S. 4th St W., Marathon, 
Texas, being more particularly described as Lot 11, Block 34, Old 
Town Marathon, Brewster County, Texas.

The property will be sold “AS-IS”. There will be NO seller’s 
disclosure of property condition. Title will be conveyed by 
a special warranty deed. This is a sale by an estate and the 
provisions of the Texas Estate Code shall be followed. Court 
Approval is required for the sale to be fully completed.

The Estate will accept sealed bids actually received by midnight 
February 9, 2023.

Minimum bid is $20,000.00.

Bids shall be in written. Bidder shall include the following 
information: name, address, phone number, email address, and 
the amount of the bid.

Bid shall be sealed in an envelope.

The bid envelope shall have Bid for Estate of Martin written 
clearly on the envelope.

The bid envelope shall be placed inside a second envelope 
which shall be addressed to

Robert E. Steele
Dependent Administrator of the Estate of William Dale Martin
PO Box 1765
Alpine, TX 79831
Phone: 432-294-5757

Envelopes shall be opened on February 13, 2023 in open court 
at the County Court of Brewster County. If the February 13,, 
2023, hearing is reset, the bids shall be opened at the next 
scheduled probate docket. The winning bidder shall be notified. 
If the successful bidder fails to complete the transaction, the 
Estate may award the bid to the next highest bidder. If no bid 
greater than $20,000.00 is received, the Estate may hold another 
auction.

The successful bidder must close within 2 weeks of notification 
that he/she tendered the successful bid.

STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF BREWSTER

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CAUSE NO. CVB23243

To: DEFENDANTS UNKNOWN HEIRS OF GERONIMO Q. MON, DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OF JANUARIA J. MON, DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF VICTOR C. MON, DECEASED, AND 
ANY AND ALL KNOWN OR UNKNOWN OWNERS OR CLAIMANTS OF ANY INTEREST, RIGHT, 
OR TITLE IN: BLK 214, SEC 25 NE/4 TSTL (PROPERTY ID 13832) AND BLK 214, SEC 25 SE/4 TSTL 
(PROPERTY ID 13834).

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. YOU MAY EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF 
YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO NOT FILE A WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO 
ISSUED THIS CITATION BY 10:00 A.M. ON THE MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING THE EXPIRA-
TION OF FORTY-TWO (42) DAYS AFTER YOU WERE SERVED THIS CITATION STATED THIS 
16 DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2023, AND FIRST AMENDED PETITION, A DEFAULT JUDGMENT 
MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU.

You are hereby commanded to appear by filing a written answer to the petition of plaintiff at or before 10 
o'clock a.m. of the Monday next after the expiration of forty-two days, after the date of service of this cita-
tion stated this 16 day of November, 2023, before the Honorable Roy B. Ferguson, 394th Judicial District 
Court of Brewster County, Texas, at the courthouse in the city of Alpine, Texas.

Said petition was filed in said court, on the 27th day of September, 2023, in cause number CVB23243 on 
the docket of said court and styled:

JAMES R. JACKSON
vs.

GERONIMO Q. MON; JANUARIA J. MON; AND VICTOR C. MON

�e nature of this cause is to wit: CLAIMS FOR ADVERSE POSSESSION AND QUITE TITLE OF 
THE REAL PROPERTY MORE FULLY AND PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS THE FOLLOW-
ING: BLK 214, SEC 25 NE/4 TSTL (PROPERTY ID 13832) containing 160 acres, AND BLK 214, 
AND SEC 25 SE/4 TSTL (PROPERTY ID 13834) containing 160 acres, AND FOR A DECLARATION 
OF A FEE SIMPLE TITLE IN PLAINTIFF AS IS MORE FULLY SHOWN BY PLAINTIFF'S FIRST 
AMENDED PETITION ON FILE IN THIS SUIT.

The officer executing this citation shall promptly serve the same according to requirements of law, and 
mandates thereof, and make due return as the law directs.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of said court at Alpine, Brewster County, Texas this the 16 day 
of November, 2023.

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:  Sarah Fellows Martinez, District Clerk
CASSIE GRESHAM   203 N. 7th Street
14101 HWY 290 W, BLDG 1300  Alpine, Texas 79830
AUSTIN, TX 78737
                By:                                                                  

ARB Board Member
 

Must have some business 
background, owner of commercial 
real estate, Owner of small business, 
any real estate background 
preferred. Will be hearing protests 
from property owners and making 
decisions as to property values. 
Please contact Esther Howard at  
ehoward0711@gmail.com

Raymond E. Herrera, RPA
Chief Appraiser

432-837-2558
107 W. Ave E. #2
Alpine, TX 79830

www.brewstercotad.org

 Ca l l  us  at  432 .837 .3334

Subscribe to the Avalanche today!

or visit us online www.alpineavalanche.com

Reach potential buyers

when you advertise 

in the Classifi eds!

Place your ad today at

432-837-3334
or 

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

One Spot.
Lots of 

Possibilities!

CARS, TRUCKS,
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR
SALE & FOR RENT

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS

PETS FOR ADOPTION

GARAGE SALES

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH, 
MUCH MORE.

ALPINE 
AVALANCHE
CLASSIFIEDS

ARE YOU ADVERTISING?

To grow your business, you must increase

YOUR VISIBILITY.

To advertise, call us at

979-732-2304

Colorado CountyThe

Citizen
to advertise, call us at

432.837.3334
Alpine Avalanche



 

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.

432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

Revelations
Christmas is over. We began preparing for 

it before Thanksgiving when the stores began 
displaying decorations and Christmas-themed 
gifts. Cards were sent; gifts given; and par-
ties held. Christmas is probably the most cel-
ebrated holiday of the year in terms of time and 
money spent. But it wasn’t Christmas that the 
early church focused on, it was The Feast of 
the Epiphany celebrated on January 6.  Epiph-
any, from the Greek, means “to reveal.” It is a 
celebration of the revelations of Christ to man 
which began with His birth. Epiphany originally 
celebrated four diff erent events or revelations. 
With His birth, the angels bore witness while 
the shepherds, representing the people of Israel, 
bowed down before Him. 

The second epiphany, the one most associated 
with the feast day, is the visitation of the Wise 
Men when Christ is revealed to the Gentiles. 
Two other revelations were included in the early 
church’s Feast of Epiphany. At His baptism, the 
Holy Spirit descended as a dove and the voice of 
God declared “This is my beloved Son,” reveal-
ing the Trinity. The fourth revelation occurred 
when Christ performed His fi rst miracle chang-
ing water into wine at the wedding in Cana, re-
vealing His divinity.

Eventually, these four revelations were 
separated into separate feast days beginning 
with Christmas and ending Christmastide with 

Epiphany. His baptism and the wedding feast 
are celebrated after Epiphany. Christ is fi rst re-
vealed to Israel and then to the Gentiles. These 
are the revelations recognized by the church and 
celebrated. The Epiphany season lasts until Lent 
begins.

The early church was a church full of excite-
ment and expectation. They awaited Christ’s re-
turn which they expected to come at any time. 
They celebrated Epiphany not as a historical re-
membrance, but as a reminder that God appears 
to us in places and times that we do not expect.

Has the church today lost that sense of excite-
ment and expectation? 

We celebrate the feast days, but do we expect 
epiphanies to continue to occur? Did the people 
attending the wedding in Cana realize that a 
miracle had occurred? Certainly, Mary did be-
cause she knew who her son was. Few besides 
the shepherds realized what was happening at 
the nativity and then it took a choir of angels. 
The wise men followed a bright star that hadn’t 
appeared before. Do we look for and expect 
epiphanies in our lives today? Do we expect a 
life-changing encounter with God, a revelation, 
an epiphany, in our lives today? Are we prepared 
for that? Have we even invited that encounter? 

God is revealed to each of us in diff erent ways, 
at diff erent times, and in diff erent places during 
our lives. The message of Epiphany is that God 
is here and now. The message of Epiphany is 
“Keep watch!” for you don’t know the day or the 
hour when God will appear.

BY NANCY MAE ANTRIM 
St. Christopher’s – Hobbs, NM

In what activities did 
you participate in high 
school?

I participated in vol-
leyball, powerlifting, 
track/fi eld, and just re-
cently added cross coun-
try to the list.

Who was your favorite 
teacher/coach, and why?

Besides my mom be-
ing my rock for all four 
years, Coach Smith has 
had the biggest influ-
ence on me, and she 
has only been here for a 
short amount of time. As 
well as Coach Cason, all 
AISD staff  has had such 

a strong impact on me, 
and I am truly blessed 
for that.

What was your favor-
ite moment in the last 

four years?
My favorite moment 

in the last four years 
was beating Crane for 
the district champs 
title in 2022, and of 
course spending Fri-
days under the stadi-
um lights.

What are your plans 
aft er high school?

I plan on running col-
legiate track and study-
ing kinesiology where I 
will become a personal 
trainer or future coach 
and own a business 
based on what I love do-
ing most.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Mia Morris

Mia Morris

Services Provided:
• Wire Transfers • Money Orders • Phone Cards • ATM

The Senior Spotlight is graciously sponsored by

We are very 
proud to 

support todays 
Youth!
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Alpine Elementary kindergarteners were treated to a fi eld trip to the Mu-
seum of the Big Bend to learn more about the Big Bend area’s history of Na-
tive Americans. Students were given the tour by docent and retired Sul Ross 
professor of history, Matt Walter.

Courtesy photo

Kindergarteners learn local 
Native American history

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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NOTICE OF SALE

STATE OF TEXAS § BY VIRTUE OF AN ORDER OF SALE

 §

BREWSTER COUNTY § DATED 12th DAY OF DECEMBER, 2023

and issued pursuant to judgment decree(s) of the District Court of Brewster County, Texas, by the Clerk of said Court on said date, in the hereinafter 

February, 2024, the same being the 6th day of said month, at the Brewster County Courthouse, 201 W. 

Ave. E, in the City of Alpine, Texas, between the hours of 10 o’clock a.m. and 4 o’clock p.m. on said day beginning at 10:00 AM, proceed to sell 

for cash to the highest bidder all the right, title, and interest of the defendants in such suit(s) in and to the following described real estate levied 

upon as the property of said defendants, the same lying and being situated in the County of Brewster and the State of Texas, to-wit:  

TXB21258, Account No(s). 108000110005020200(26406), BREWSTER COUNTY, ET AL VS. LOUISE BRUEGGMANN,  20.00  acres, more 

 40.00  acres, 

more or less, being the Northwest 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 13, Block G-12, GC & SF RR Original Grantee, Brewster  County, Texas, as 

 40.00 acres,  more or 

 The Northwest 1/4 of  the 

 Lot 8, Block 3,  North 

 

 

(any volume and page references, unless otherwise indicated, being to the Deed Records, Brewster County, Texas, to which instruments  reference 

may be made for a more complete description of each respective tract.) or, upon the written request of said  defendants or their attorney, a 

shall be subject to the right of redemption of the defendants or any person having an interest  therein, to redeem the said property, or their interest 

therein, within the time and in the manner provided by law, and shall be subject to  any other and further rights to which the defendants or anyone 

interested therein may be entitled, under the provisions of law. Said sale to be made by me to satisfy the judgment(s) rendered in the above styled 

and numbered cause(s), together with interest, penalties, and costs of suit, and the proceeds of said sales to be applied to the satisfaction thereof, 

and the remainder, if any, to be applied as the law directs.  

Dated at Alpine, Texas, ________________

  _______________________________________

  Brewster County, Texas

 By: _______________________________________

  Deputy

Notes:

for a person owning an interest in the property or for a person who is a party to the suit (other than a taxing unit), is the aggregate amount of the 

THIS SALE IS BEING CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO STATUTORY OR JUDICIAL REQUIREMENTS.  BIDDERS WILL BID ON 
THE RIGHTS, TITLE, AND INTERESTS, IF ANY, OWNED BY THE DEFENDANT(S)IN SUCH SUIT(S) IN AND TO THE REAL  
PROPERTY OFFERED. 
 
THE PROPERTY IS SOLD AS IS, WHERE IS, AND WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED.  NEITHER 
THE COUNTY NOR THE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT WARRANTS OR MAKES ANY REPRESENTATIONS ABOUT THE 
PROPERTY’S TITLE, CONDITION, HABITABILITY, MERCHANTABILITY, OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  
BUYERS ASSUME ALL RISKS. 
 
IN SOME SITUATIONS, A LOT OF FIVE ACRES OR LESS IS PRESUMED TO BE INTENDED FOR RESIDENTIAL USE.  
HOWEVER, IF THE PROPERTY LACKS WATER OR WASTEWATER SERVICE, THE PROPERTY MAY NOT QUALIFY FOR 
RESIDENTIAL USE.  A POTENTIAL BUYER WHO WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION SHOULD MAKE ADDITIONAL 
INQUIRIES OR CONSULT WITH PRIVATE COUNSEL. 
 
******************************************************************************************************************

ESTA VENTA SE REALIZA CONFORME A LOS REQUISITOS ESTATUTARIOS O JUDICIALES.  LOS POSTORES LICITARÁN 
POR LOS DERECHOS, TÍTULOS E INTERESES, SI FUESE EL CASO, DE LA PROPIEDAD INMUEBLE QUE SE OFRECE. LA 
PROPIEDAD SE VENDE TAL CUAL, DONDE SE ENCUENTRE Y SIN NINGUNA GARANTÍA EXPRESA O IMPLÍCITA.  NI EL 
CONDADO NI EL DEPARTAMENTO DEL ALGUACIL GARANTIZAN O REALIZAN ALGUNA DECLARACIÓN RESPECTO 
AL TÍTULO, CONDICIÓN, HABITABILIDAD, COMERCIABILIDAD O APTITUD PARA UN PROPÓSITO PARTICULAR. LOS 
COMPRADORES SE RESPONSABILIZAN POR TODOS LOS RIESGOS. EN ALGUNAS SITUACIONES, UN LOTE DE CINCO 
ACRES O MENOS SE PRESUME QUE SE DESTINA PARA USO RESIDENCIAL.  SIN EMBARGO, SI LA PROPIEDAD CARECE DE 
SERVICIOS DE AGUA POTABLE O ALCANTARILLADO, LA PROPIEDAD PUEDE NO CALIFICAR PARA USO RESIDENCIAL.  
SI UN COMPRADOR POTENCIAL DESEA MÁS INFORMACIÓN DEBE PREGUNTAR O CONSULTAR A UN ASESOR PRIVADO. 



 
Page 14 Alpine Avalanche Thursday, January 25, 2024

600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating  

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT 

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

DRUG STORE

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

432�837�3334 OR 432�336�2281  

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BOUNCE HOUSE/PARTY

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435  |  877.493.7862  |  WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

432-284-1184

432-284-9003

Making Your Dream
Making Your Dream

Home Come True
Home Come True

GLASS & MIRROR SERVICES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

���������	��
��
AVP/Escrow Officer

600 W. Dickinson Blvd. | Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-3301

pmcknight@pbabstract.com

R&K JUMPING BALLOONS
PARTY SUPPLIES

WE OFFER:
Party Packages

Tables w/chairs

Hot Dogs Machine

Popcorn Machine

Snow cone Machine 

Cotton Candy Machine

Please Contact:
432.299.1100

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND 

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 727772755

BODY SHOP

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

432-336-3939
301 North Main St. 

Fort Stockton, TX

Alexus Davis
Funeral Director

Tracy Cockrell
Funeral Assistant

Alma Rodriguez
Funeral Assistant

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

TREATING TREATING 

YOURSELF YOURSELF 

TO NEW TO NEW 

CLIENTS?CLIENTS?

WE WE 
HAHAVEVE
YOU YOU 

COVERED!COVERED!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & RESERVE

YOUR SPACE!

PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@fi ndaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo 
HAIR STYLIST

TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

www.legacybrokergroup.com | 432-837-3325

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 
432�837�3334 OR 432�336�2281  

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W. 
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

432-837-3334 432-336-2281

432-336-3314 
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE

SPA

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa, 

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We off er the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.west.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com


 

A hearty meal even Elvis would be proud of
Always on the lookout 

for something simple and 
filling, recently I came 
across a recipe that sound-
ed intriguing. This recipe, 
courtesy of Command 
Cooking is an all-in-one 
meal you could really 
sink your teeth into and is 
just as satisfying as those 
songs that most folks love 
from the king of rock and 
roll.

A version of the tradi-
tional Cajun-style dirty 
rice, jailhouse rice takes 
everything just one step 
further. Kinda like Elvis. 

While dirty rice is fi ll-
ing and delicious, jail-
house rice is packed full 
of not only ground beef 
but also sausage, and the 
rice is cooked in chicken 
broth and creamy soups. 
The addition of the 
creamy soups gives this 
meal a velvety texture 
that pairs well with its sa-
vory fl avors of garlic and 
onion. It is in a word, sat-
isfying.

Although this simple 
dish, is just that, it takes 
a bit of time to cook. It 
also serves 14 people, 
so if you’re expecting a 
crowd or just cooking for 
a bunch of friends and 

you don’t want anything 
super diffi  cult, this might 
be the dish for you.

Frequently I get to-
gether with friends and 
we take turns cooking a 
meal. One of my friends 
has developed food aller-
gies, one of them being 
dairy. Because of this, 
dishes I might normally 
make have really had me 
going back to the draw-
ing board to see how the 
recipes can be tweaked 
so that my friend doesn’t 
have to miss out.

For this dish, instead 
of grabbing Campbell’s 
canned soups, it required 
a bit of research on my 
part on how to go about 
modifying the recipe to 
accommodate the dairy 
allergy. One of the best 
substitutes is unsweetened 

coconut milk. It has a 
high concentration of fat, 
so it behaves just as milk 
would in many ways and 
can thicken a dish that 
would normally require 
milk or heavy cream.

Now, as I’ve mentioned 
in the past, I’m a bit of a 
mad scientist in the kitch-
en, and this is certainly no 
exception due to the sub-
stitutions. So, how might 
you go about replacing 
the cream of celery and 
cream of onion soups that 
go into jailhouse rice? 
Well, let me tell you how 
I went about it.

A can of store-bought 
soup is roughly 10.5 
ounces. There’s really no 
way you can easily make 
just that amount of each 
of the two soups needed, 
but here’s where the mag-
ic comes in. Because you 
have to use both diced 
onion and celery on top 
of the cream of onion and 
celery soups, you can buy 
extra and use enough of 
each to make a combina-
tion of the two soups to 
kill two birds with one 
stone as the saying goes. 

Making non-dairy 
cream of celery and or on-
ion soup just cuts out the 
dairy, and while celery is 
not used to make cream 
of onion, onion, and leeks 

are used to make cream of 
celery. Both use a decent 
amount of garlic, so dic-
ing up an onion, several 
stalks of celery, a small 
to medium-sized leek, 
and sautéing them in ol-
ive oil, and then cooking 
them down in chicken or 
vegetable broth until soft 
will impart the same fl a-
vors being called for. 

Once your onion, leek, 
and celery are cooked 
down and the fl avors in-
corporated, add in your 
full-fat coconut milk, and 
place it in a blender, or 
use an immersion blender 
to blend to a pureed thick 
and smooth consistency. 

It’s a few extra steps 
from just dumping in 
a can of soup, but it is 
so worth it when your 
friends can share in what 
you make and not have to 
worry about an allergic 
reaction.

Therefore, whether you 
go about this satisfying 
jailhouse rice the open-
and-dump way or take a 
few extra steps and cut out 
the dairy, it is sure to make 
your tastebuds rock out.
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WHATEVER 
YOU'RE CRAVING, 

WE HAVE YOU 
COVERED!

900 E. Avenue E
Alpine, Texas

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Jailhouse Rice
Courtesy photo
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18YR AND UP

 WELCOMED

Ingredients
1 lb. lean ground beef
1 lb. ground sausage
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon garlic powder or fresh minced garlic
1 large, finely diced onion
2 cups finely diced celery
2 cans of chicken broth
1 can cream of celery soup
1 can cream of onion soup
2 cups long-grain white rice, raw
Parsley, optional, to taste and or for garnish

Directions
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Spray a 9x13-inch baking dish with cooking spray.
Add the ground beef, sausage, salt, pepper, and garlic 

to a skillet and cook and crumble until browned.
Halfway through cooking the meat, add the diced on-

ion and celery, cook them with the meat, and cook until 
tender.

Whisk together the broth, celery, and onion soup un-
til smooth.

Pour the soup mixture into the skillet and stir to com-
bine.

Cook until the mixture starts to bubble.
Gently stir in the rice.
Pour the mixture into the prepared baking dish and 

cover tightly with foil.
Bake the mixture until the rice is cooked through, 

about one hour to one hour and 20 minutes.
Remove from the oven and let stand, covered for 15 

minutes.
Remove the cover and fluff the rice with a fork.
Serve and garnish with parsley if desired.

Jailhouse Rice

Students from Coach Llanez’ welding class help prepare the warning track 
around Kokernot fi eld in preparation for the extensive dirt work repairs to 
be done to the historic ballpark.
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Helping out


