
 

The Alpine ISD (AISD) 
Board of Trustees met for their 
regular meeting on Wednesday, 
December 20. On the agenda 
were two big-ticket items that 
the board will be looking at and 
discussing at length after the 
holidays.

The fi rst big item on the list 
was Kokernot Field. One of 
the prime issues currently fac-
ing the historic ballpark is the 
grounds situation. Many years 

of play and weather 
have created leveling 
issues between the out-
fi eld and infi eld, creat-
ing a hazard for play-
ers. This past week, 
Dr. Michelle Rinehart 
and Athletic Director 
Andy Smith met with 
offi  cials at Sul Ross, including 
their Athletic Director Amanda 
Workman, her assistant Clayton 
Garcia, and Troy Canaba who 
is in charge of operations and 
facilities. This meeting was 
two-fold in that they discussed 

the maintenance and 
upgrades to the facil-
ity as well as setting up 
a new lease agreement 
between the AISD who 
owns the field and Sul 
Ross who utilizes the 
fi eld and has historically 
been in charge of main-

tenance, including the grounds.
AISD, as part of their con-

tribution to the dirt work that 
has already been scheduled 
and will begin next month, will 
utilize a portion of the $10,000 
that the Alpine Cowboys pay 

the district to use the fi eld each 
summer, along with some lo-
cal HOT funds the district was 
awarded to pay for this work. 
The cost of the labor and ma-
terials is about $25,000 and 
will be split between AISD and 
Sul Ross, with AISD spending 
around $8,000 from the HOT 
funds and around $8,000 of the 
money paid by the Alpine Cow-
boys with Sul Ross picking up 
the remainder.

The Alpine City Coun-
cil held its fi rst regularly 
scheduled meeting of the 
new year in which coun-
cil member Judy Stokes 
of Ward 1 announced 
that she would be step-
ping down from serving 
on the council.

“After much delibera-
tion, I have made the de-
cision to step down, by 
May 2024, as Ward 1 
Councilor for the City 
of Alpine due to person-
al and health reasons. I 
feel privileged to have 
served this community 
that I love for the past 
two and a half years. 
I know I have accom-
plished good things for 
our city and hope that 
you all continue to sup-
port the sitting council. 
Thank you for the op-

portunity to serve you,” 
said Stokes.

The other members of 
the council expressed 
their appreciation for 
Stokes and thanked her 
for her service.

Mayor  Ca ther ine 
Eaves said, “We respect 
your decision and of 
course, we are going to 
miss you tremendously.” 
To this, Stokes said that 
she would still be in the 
meetings, just out in the 
audience.

In related news, coun-
cil member Chris Rodri-
guez Ward 2, said, “Just 
a reminder that positions 
two and four are up for 
election this year.” Janu-
ary 16 is the first day 
to file and the last day 
to file is February 17. 
Those who are interested 
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Sheriff ’s 
offi  ce to 
receive 
grant

Big ticket items discussed for Alpine ISD

The Brewster County 
Commissioners Court 
held a special meeting 
on Thursday, December 
28 after the return from 
the Christmas holiday. 
The regular meeting that 
was scheduled for Tues-
day, December 26 was 
canceled due to lack of 
quorum. There were two 
items up for discussion 
and decision during the 
Thursday meeting. First, 
the court considered the 
ratifi cation of the salary 
increase for the Brewster 
County sheriff’s office, 
required by Senate Bill 
22. 

Senate Bill 22 relates 
to establishing grant 
programs to provide fi -
nancial assistance to 
qualified sheriff’s of-
fi ces, constable’s offi  ces, 
and prosecutor’s offi  ces 
in rural counties and was 
passed on June 7, eff ec-
tive September 1. This 
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Terlinguans and visitors line up to partake in a “bowl of good luck” at the annual Terlingua Pea-Off  held each New 
Year’s Day in the ghosttown.
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New Year’s Luck
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Stokes announces she will step down from council

Dr. Michelle 
Rinehart

The members of the Alpine City Council commemorate the fi rst meeting 
of 2024 outside the council chambers. Pictured here, from left to right, are 
City Secretary Geo Calderon, Mayor Catherine Eaves, council members 
Judy Stokes, Ward 1 and Rick Stephens, Ward 5, City Manager Megan 
Antrim, and council member Chris Rodriguez, Ward 2. 
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Shirley Bellier

Shirley Bellier passed 
away peacefully at home 
on December 22.  Shirley 
Ann Bellier was born in 
Wichita Falls on Septem-
ber 1, 1944, to Albert Kel-
ley and Ruby Davis.  She 
was preceded in death by 
her father, Albert Kelley, 
mother, Ruby Mae Da-
vis, and son-in-law Mark 
Cole.

She is survived by her 
siblings: brothers Mike 
(Linda) Kelly, and Nathan 
(Shelley) Kelly, and sister 
Angela Davis. Daughters: 
Rhonda Cole, Debbie 

(Jerry) Mercer, Sharon 
(Dennis) Wren. Grand-
children: Miranda Davis, 
Ronnie (Rachel) Davis. 
A great-granddaughter, 
Marley Roberts. And fi ve 
nieces and two nephews.

The door was always 
open at Shirley’s house; 
you could walk into her 

house at any time of day. 
If you were lucky enough 
to stop by when she was 
home, you were warmly 
welcomed with a solid 
hug and a greeting of 
“Get in this house, Hun,” 
and you left with a pock-
et full of snickers. She 
would move mountains 
for anyone.

 Shirley was one of the 
strongest women I have 
ever known. At 79, she 
ran circles around most 
people, engaging in many 
projects that others would 
shy away from. She and 
her daughter, Rhonda, 
ran a two-woman con-

struction team that I lov-
ingly dubbed “The Dream 
Team” because if they 
dreamt it up, they would 
make it happen.  She did 
most of the art framing 
for the tri-county area. 
There was not a task that 
she could not accomplish.

Shirley lived a vibrant, 
full life and had unique 
life experiences, includ-
ing living in Japan as a 
young girl and working as 
a long-haul truck driver in 
the 1970s.  After moving 
to Alpine, she worked at 
the Alpine Country Club.  
For the last 18 years she 
ran a successful fram-

ing business out of her 

home. Shirley advocated 

for many local artists and 

cheered their success.

Her tenacity and gener-

osity were boundless. She 

was a silent volunteer for 

so many events in Alpine 

and added something spe-

cial to each one; the pecan 

pies and many delicious 

desserts at the Kiwanis 

spaghetti supper and the 

silent auctions at the FC-

CBB Annual Dance and 

at the Big Bend Shooting 

Foundation banquet are a 

couple that come to mind. 

She fiercely loved her 

family and her communi-

ty. She loved to dance and 

laugh; there was NEVER 

a dull moment with Shir-

ley. 

A memorial service 

for Shirley celebrating a 

life well lived will be an-

nounced at a later date. 

Donations and memorials 

can be made in her name 

to the Family Crisis Cen-

ter, PO Box 1470, Alpine, 

TX 79831 or to a charity 

of your choice.

OBITUARIES

With the reorganiza-
tion of the U.S. Army in 
1866 after the Civil War, 
the Chaplain Service, to 
the extent there was one, 
was also reorganized. 
Initially, a chaplain was 
assigned to each regi-
ment, the largest field 
grade unit in the army at 
that time. However, re-
sponsible for the protec-
tion of the entire West, as 
well as coastal defense, 
the regiments were al-
ways fragmented, often 
among many different 
posts. In 1880 the 10th 
Cavalry was scattered 
between Forts Concho, 
Stockton, and Davis. 
Some regiments were 
even more scattered.

Eventually, Congress 
attempted to solve the 
problem by assigning 
chaplains to the various 
posts, but they only au-
thorized thirty-four for 
the entire army, thirty of 
whom were assigned spe-
cifi c posts. This was at a 
time when there were one 
hundred forts and garri-
sons. The exception was 
the assignment of indi-
vidual chaplains to each 
of the four African Amer-
ican regiments, the 9th 
and 10th Cavalry, and the 
24th and 25th Infantry.

Chaplains were re-
quired to be ordained 
with the recommenda-
tions of at least five 
ministers of the denomi-
nation they represented. 
They were commis-
sioned as officers but 
listed “without com-
mand.” Their rank was 
equivalent to captain, 
but they were paid as 
lieutenants and appeared 
on the rolls as staff  but 
were expected to make 
their own way within 
the military structure of 
the day.

Chaplains were ex-
pected to hold services 
on Sunday, officiate at 
military funerals, and 
make monthly reports on 
the morale of the troops, 
but little guidance was 
given on determining 
the latter. General Wil-

liam Sherman, com-
mander of the Army and 
professed skeptic wrote, 
“The whole system is a 
farce.” He suggested that 
if Congress was truly in-
terested in religion in the 
military, it would allow 
the commanding offi  cer 
of each post to hire and 
pay a minister, as they 
did with surgeons. While 
most posts did not have a 
dedicated building, Fort 
Davis did have a chapel. 
Not to sit vacant six days 
a week, it was also used 
as the school, library, and 
where military courts 
were held. 

Some forts without 
a chaplain were lucky 
enough to have a com-
munity nearby and min-
isters who would serve 
the garrison as needed. 
Fort Davis was one such 
community. Evidently, 
the Presbyterian Minis-
ter William Bloys, who 
also started the annual 
Bloys Campmeeting, 
would preach at the Fort 
Davis Chapel. Bloys and 
the Post Surgeon Dr. 
John Lauderdale became 
friends, and Lauderdale 
once wrote in his journal, 
April 7, 1889, “We have 
been over to the chapel 
where we listened to the 

Rev. Bloys on the text 
owe no man anything 
but Love one another. He 
gave us a plain practical 
discourse abounding in 
a good many practical 
hints on daily conduct 
and intercourse with our 
neighbors. There was a 
good number of people 
out to get the benefi t of 
the excellent council.” 
This was only one of 
several occasions where 
Bloys preached with 
Lauderdale in atten-
dance.

While thirty of the 
chaplains allowed by 
Congress were stationed 
at specifi c locations, the 
other four were assigned 
to the four Buffalo sol-
dier regiments. Consid-
ered staff , they therefore 
generally served at the 
location of regimental 
headquarters. In addition 
to their role of providing 
spiritual guidance, they 
were also assigned the 
task of providing “in-
struction of enlisted men 
in the common English 
branches of education.” 
While true of any group 
in general, these were 
men of various abilities, 
but several were excep-
tional. About them next 
time.

The chaplain service in 

the old army, Part II

by larry francell

FIDDLER’S

GREEN

Contestants for the annual Terlingua Pea-Off  drop off  their pots of black-
eyed peas for locals and visitors to sample. This year’s event boasted almost 
30 competitors for this New Year’s Day competition.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

TO DISCUSS ALPINE ISD’S

STATE FINANCIAL 

ACCOUNTABILITY RATING

Alpine ISD will hold a public meeting at

5:00 P.M. on Wednesday, January 17, 2024

in the Alpine High School Band Hall

located at 300 East Hendryx, Alpine, Texas.

Entrance to the Band Hall is located on 

Fighting Buck Avenue.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss

Alpine ISD’s rating on the

Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas 

(FIRST Report), the State’s Financial 

Accountability System.
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The Archives of the Big 

Bend, located in Sul Ross’ 

Bryan Wildenthal Memorial 

Library will be showcasing 

three new collections available 

for viewing and research be-

ginning in this spring semester. 

The collections include dona-

tions from the Fort Davis Na-

tional Historic Site, the John 

Gage Ketzle Collection, and 

the Don Burgess Collection.

Thanks to the efforts and 

time of FDNHS volunteer Al 

Gonzales, the Archives have 
safely received and stored the 
entire microfilm collection 
from the fort. The collection 
includes almost 300 rolls of 
microfilm from their library. 
These fi lms include census re-
cords from 1850-1930 along 
with muster rolls, military re-
ports and journals, and even 
supply and medical records. 
Items included that are of spe-
cial note are scrapbooks from 
Dr. John Vance Lauderdale 
(1838-1931), correspondence 
and personal papers of Col. 
Benjamin H Grierson (1826-

1911), and records on the ser-
vice of Lt. Henry O. Flipper 
(1856-1940) as well as other 
Buff alo Soldiers who were sta-
tioned at Fort Davis.

The John Gage Ketzel Col-
lection was donated by his son, 
Dale Ketzle. The collection in-
cludes 179 Kodachrome trans-
parency slides depicting the 
landscape and the flora, and 
fauna of Big Bend National 
Park. 

Ketzel was one of the fi rst 
surveyors, who took outstand-
ing photos of the park, his sur-
vey work, and his family until 

his death in 1953.
The Don Burgess Collection, 

a lifetime of photographs, re-
search, and publications of 
his life in Alpine and of the 
Rarámuri (a.k.a. Tarahumara) 
people of Chihuahua will be 
housed alongside his father’s 
(Glen Burgess) longtime pho-
tography collection in the 
Archives of the Big Bend. 
Thanks to the efforts of his 
family, specifically Dr. Lisa 
Maria Burgess and Bryan 
Burgess, the Burgess Collec-
tion also includes Alpine High 
School memorabilia, thou-

sands of photographs spanning 
a timeline from the 1950s until 
his last visit to Alpine in 2021, 
as well as artwork, maps, 
oral histories, and Burgess’ 
research manuscripts on the 
Tarahumara, their language, 
and folklore dating back to 
1900.

“These collections are a 
goldmine of beauty and knowl-
edge for visitors and research-
ers of all fi elds, especially his-
tory, anthropology, geology, 
biology, and photography,” 
said Victoria Contreras, archi-
vist.

Sul Ross’ Archives welcomes new collections
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

The Late Comers performed Sunday night at 
the Hotel Ritchey and ushered in the new year as 
the closing act. From left, Ross Fleming on man-
dolin, Neil Trammell on guitar and vocals, Todd 
Elrod on harmonica, and Tony Curry on cajón.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Ringing in the New Year

The Apache Corpo-
ration announced on 
December 11 that they 
would be partnering 
with the Borderlands 
Research Institute (BRI) 
at Sul Ross State Uni-
versity to conduct a well 
pad restoration project. 
This project will span 
multiple years, and BRI 
along with Texas Native 
Seeds, a project of the 
Caesar Kleberg Wild-
life Research Institute at 
Texas A&M Kingsville, 
plans to investigate 
methods to improve 
habitat restoration ef-
forts in the Permian 
Basin; the goal being 
to publish a science-
backed, best practices 
reclamation document 
to be shared with other 
operators in the Perm-
ian Basin oil fi eld.

“We are honored to 
partner with the Bor-
derlands Research In-
stitute on this important 
eff ort, which aligns with 
our mission to meet the 
growing demand for 
energy and to do so in 
a cleaner, more sustain-
able way,” said Jessica 
Jackson, Apache’s vice 
president of environ-
ment, health and safe-
ty. “For many years, 
Apache has worked 
to restore well pads to 

their habitat potential. 
To further our eff orts to 
continuously improve, 
Apache is supporting 
scientific research at 
sites in the Permian Ba-
sin to study the effi  cacy 
of methods for habitat 
restoration.”

BRI’s project intends 
to inform oil and gas 
operators in the Permian 
Basin about how chang-
es in the industry’s 
collective approach to 
restoring their end-of-
service well pads can 
have broader benefits. 
Such benefits can in-
clude local biodiversity 
as well as the reuniting 
of fragmented habitats. 
The project plans to as-
sess diff erences in veg-
etation, soil humidity, 
carbon retention, insect 
diversity, and the eco-

nomics of diff erent res-
toration methods.

“We all depend on 
the energy produced in 

the Permian Basin to 
power our lives, and we 
look forward to bring-
ing valuable science 

to the table to support 
enhanced restoration 
practices in the energy 
industry,” said Dr. Lou-

is Harveson, Director 
of the Borderlands Re-
search Institute.

Desert ecosystems re-

main one of the world’s 
most imperiled and 
while restoration stud-
ies have been performed 

in other locations, there 
remains much that is 
unknown about  the 
Chihuahuan Desert and 

habitat restoration un-
der a study.

BRI partners with Apache 

for restoration project
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Sul Ross’ Hancock Hill 
will soon feature guided 
hikes led by research-
ers and faculty from the 
university. Beginning 
this month, Sul Ross 
will host monthly hikes 
that will include a theme 
along with the hike leader 
who serves as the Subject 
Matter Expert (SME) for 
the hike.

These guided hikes 
will feature a new theme 
each month with a vari-
ety of topics that include 
everything from birds to 
plants to geology, and 
anthropology. Hike par-
ticipants will learn about 
the history of Alpine and 
Sul Ross and the natural 
history of Hancock Hill 
while taking in stunning 
views.

The hike itself is mod-
erately strenuous and is 
just under 2 miles. These 
hikes will begin at 9 
a.m. and last around two 
hours.

The fi rst four hike dates 
have been scheduled for 
January 13, February 3, 
March 9, and April 20.

The January hike’s 
theme is what the hiking 
guides term a “general 
hike,” and will be led by 
Alex Hettena, Bill Ad-
ams, and Maureen Frank 
from the Borderlands Re-

search Institute (BRI).
February’s hike will 

focus on “Big Game,” 
and is being led by Justin 
French, big game special-
ist for BRI.

The March hike is ti-
tled “Tracks and Scat,” 
and will be led by Alex 
Hettena, a GIS special-
ist with BRI, and the 
April hike will focus on 
“Birds,” and will be led 
by David Tønnessen, a 
graduate student with 
BRI.

All hikes are a col-
laborative effort among 
several Sul Ross entities 
including the Border-
lands Research Institute, 
the Center for Big Bend 

Studies, the Rio Grande 
Research Center, and the 
Department of Geology.

With the assistance of 
staff and faculty from 
Sul Ross, and the Big 
Bend Trails Alliance, Dr. 
Kevin Urbanczyk began 
adding to the trail sys-
tem on Hancock Hill in 
2000. “The hikes are a 
real backcountry experi-
ence,” said Dr. Urbanc-
zyk. “you’re out there in 
the thick of it with some-
one who can tell you 
more about the natural 
history of the area, the 
fl ora and fauna, and the 
geology. Many fascinat-
ing features can be seen 
on the trail or off  in the 

distance. You can hike 
with someone who will 
point this stuff out and 
teach you from an expert 
point of view.”

All hikes are free and 
open to the public al-
though the number of 
hikers will be capped at 
12. The dates for May 
through September will 
be announced shortly and 
reservations for the hikes 
can be made online at the 
Sul Ross website.

Guided hikes scheduled for the public

A group of Subject Matter Experts (SME) hiked Hancock Hill last month.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor
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New Year’s is 
one of my favorite 
times of the year. 
It’s an opportu-
nity to reflect on 
all that we accom-
plished in the past 
12 months while 
looking ahead with 
hope, optimism, 
and expectation for 
what we will create 
together in the year ahead. 
The new year is always full 
of so much promise. 

We, as a community and 
its school district, accom-
plished so much together in 
2023.

We increased staff com-
pensation despite being one 
of the lowest funded districts 
in the state of Texas, and 
with a near-balanced budget. 
We did this by bringing in 
new grant funding, increas-
ing attendance rates, opti-
mizing staffing levels, and 
continuing to advocate for 
school fi nance reform at the 
state level.

We received over $3.2M 
in fi rst-time grant funding to 
provide new opportunities 
aligned with Alpine ISD’s 
goals and objectives. These 
grants provided critical op-
portunities, from childcare to 
curriculum to college readi-

ness to teacher 
advancement, that 
we otherwise could 
not aff ord.

We launched 
the Alpine Public 
Education Fund in 
partnership with 
the Permian Basin 
Area Foundation 
in April, resulting 
in $270,000 plus 

in donations from more than 
50 entities for eight new 
projects, with a return on in-
vestment of $7.50 for every 
Alpine ISD dollar invested 
in these projects. These proj-
ects resulted in a renovated 
library at Alpine Elementary, 
youth summer camps, meal 
assistance, staff  appreciation 
events, school supplies for 
every student, new reading 
programs, and new laptops 
for every teacher.

We built strong relation-
ships with Texas legisla-
tors to advocate for much-
needed legislative solutions 
to address school funding 
inequities across the state. 
The Alpine ISD Board of 
Trustees passed legislative 
priorities and a bold “Reso-
lution in Response to State 
Underfunding of Rural 
Schools” to push our state 
leaders to lead on behalf of 

Texas public schools.
We received state-level 

media coverage of the great 
things happening in Alpine 
ISD and the unique chal-
lenges facing rural public 
schools like ours.

We helped solve Alpine’s 
childcare shortage (with the 
launch of the Alpine Child 
Development Center in Au-
gust), implemented more 
rigorous math and reading 
curricula in grades K-5, en-
joyed countless amazing 
extracurricular performanc-
es, graduated a new Class 
of Fightin’ Bucks into the 
world, welcomed in our next 
generation of Alpine Bucks, 
and so much more.

But we’re nowhere near 
done. The new year is an 
opportunity for dreaming, 
goal setting and envisioning 
our next level of success. 
Continuing the tradition of 
excellence, you expect from 
Alpine ISD, we have even 
bigger goals for 2024.

We will continue our focus 
on academic excellence, im-
proving curriculum, instruc-
tion, and student outcomes 
across the district.

We will continue our fo-
cus on expanding students’ 
college, career, and military 
readiness, making sure every 

Alpine ISD student gradu-
ates with skills, knowledge, 
and choices for their future.

We will continue to build 
a   school district culture that 
promotes learning, high ex-
pectations, and academic 
rigor, while also developing 
our children’s character and 
sense of community.

We will continue our state-
wide advocacy leadership to 
increase state funding for 
underfunded rural schools.

New projects for 2024 in-
clude a district-wide student 
wellness program, much-
needed facility improve-
ments at our campuses and 
extracurricular venues, addi-
tional teacher advancement 
opportunities, and values-
based character education 
programs that reinforce what 
makes a Buck a Buck.

This new year, 2024, will 
undoubtedly hold challenges 
for us, but we will face them 
together. Alpine has never 
backed down from a chal-
lenge. We have never been 
scared to dream big and then 
work hard to actualize our 
aspirations for our children.

I cannot wait to see what 
we do together, as a commu-
nity and as a school system, 
in 2024. Happy New Year 
and Go Bucks!
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHICH OF THESE 

WOULD BE THE 

HARDEST TO LIVE 

WITHOUT?

81% 

RESULTS

MUSIC 

YOUR PHONE

TV/STREAMING

YOUR VEHICLE 

RESTAURANTS

2% 

0% 

13% 

3% 

Total votes: 224

Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.
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you dedicate more time 

-Friends and Family

-Work Relationships

-Relaxation/Alone Time

-Household Projects

-Community Events/Meetings

The promise of a new year

“The future belongs to 
those who believe in the 
beauty of their dreams.

— Eleanor Roosevelt

Looking back is part of 
the fun of writing a weekly 
column for decades. Some-
thing I’m trying to do more 
of at the beginning of every 
new year. Revisiting dreams. 
Laughing at resolutions. Re-
fl ecting on what was worthy 
of writing about at diff erent 
times.

“What is a resolution,” she 
asked. She could barely see 
above the tabletop where 
I sat writing a column. A 
young visiting family mem-
ber, watching me work at 
the 1950s chrome dinette 
that occupies my breakfast 
room. A seat offering the 
most incredible view of the 
sunrise, my neighborhood, 
and that stop sign across the 
street at which no one ever 
stops. 

“It’s making life plans for 
a new year as the old one 
fades away,” I offered my 
young visitor as small talk. 
“So, have you made a plan 
for living the story of your 
life next year?”

She smiled politely. But 
she didn’t have a clue. I 
could tell by the look on her 
face. It was the same look I 
often see in the mirror while 
fi nalizing plans that includ-
ed a little more flash than 
enjoying the fi reworks. 

New Year’s Day, for me, 
always comes with the pros-

pect of celebrating 
another birthday 
in January. If I’m 
blessed. And, re-
gardless of one’s 
personal reaction 
to birthdays, I’m 
still holding to the 
opinion that con-
tinuing to have 
them is the best 
plan.

I used to note specific 
birthdays as “landmarks.” 
You know, ones that end 
with a zero. This is not one 
of those years. These days, 
however, every birthday is 
a landmark. Deserving of 
particular contemplation. 
And I’m still trying to look 
beyond the usual resolutions 
list. Lose weight. Save more 
money. Learn something 
new. Be a nicer person. Re-
turn all my overdue library 
books. 

But in recent years, domi-
nating my mind is something 
I fear most about aging. Not 
using my imagination. Fail-
ing to be creative. Forgetting 
to play more.

“Can I go out and play,” 
my young observer asked. 

“Ask your mother,” I en-
couraged her. “Personally, I 
think it’s a great idea. But I 
don’t want to create a fam-
ily tiff  while y’all are here 
visiting.” 

We all played as children, 
using imagination to be-
come cowboys rounding up 
the bad guys. Movie stars 
in the Hollywood spotlight. 

Airplane pilots fl y-
ing high above the 
earth. But there’s 
jus t  something 
about this adulting 
thing that makes us 
think growing up 
is mandatory. Quit 
acting like a kid. 
Take on more re-
sponsibility. 

And what happens? We 
forget how to play.

Playing is important. 
Truthfully, a fine line ex-
ists between a child’s play 
and an adult’s imagination. 
Both require using the mind 
to discover what’s hidden in 
the heart. Spending life go-
ing, doing, looking, docu-
menting, and collecting is 
one thing. And to be sure, 
a modicum of that activity 
motivates us to figure out 
what our life story is about. 

But it’s occurred to me in 
recent years that the real sto-
ry of life lies in the journey. 
A curiosity about the world 
we’re passing through. A 
daydream about the way we 
want the story to go. Script-
ing the life we desire instead 
of just existing another year. 
We should, you know. After 
all, it’s our life, and the best 
part is we get to write the 
story ourselves.  

Going confi dently in the 
direction of our dreams, like 
we did as a child, without 
fearing mistakes. Perfection 
comes not by avoiding mis-
takes but by learning from 
them. Playing as a child 

meant sometimes falling 
off  our stick horse. But we 
wiped away the tears and 
got back on it. Because if we 
didn’t, the bad guys would 
have escaped.

The best thing about our 
life story is that it is never 
too late to start. Best sellers 
are not written in chrono-
logical order. Look behind 
the scenes of any “overnight 
success,” and there is usually 
much hard work and failure.

“A resolution,” I told my 
inquisitive young visitor, 
“is a plan. And my plan for 
this year is one more time, a 
return to playing more. Us-
ing my imagination to live 
out the stories of life we all 
dream of as kids. So once 
again, I’m resolving to play 
during the journey. Dream 
every day. Be the person I 
want the people around me 
to be. And let that adulting 
stuff  magically take care of 
itself.”

She looked at me with 
that same look. She smiled, 
but she didn’t have a clue. I 
could tell by the look on her 
face. 

“Come on,” I said, taking 
her hand. “Let’s go outside 
and play. Maybe even set off  
some fi reworks. Then we’ll 
both be in trouble. But it 
will be lots of fun!”

Happy New Year! Watch a 
sunrise. Dream more often. 
Ignore some of those stop 
signs that pretending to be 
an adult often creates. Go 
out and play in 2024.

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

Go out and play in 2024

DR. MICHELLE RINEHART

Superintendent, 
Alpine ISD

2024

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Send your community events to 
kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Jan. 13 SRSU Guided and In-
formative Hike, 9 a.m. A guided 
hike open to the public up Han-
cock Hill will be themed “general 
hike” led by Alex Hettena, Bill Ad-
ams, and Maureen Frank from the 
Borderlands Research Institute.

Feb. 3 SRSU Guided and 
Informative Hike, 9 a.m. A 
guided hike open to the public up 
Hancock Hill themed “Big Game” 
will be led by Justin French, Big 
Game Specialist for the Border-
lands Research Institute.

Feb. 10 Valentine’s Day PJ 

Story Time, 6 p.m. for ages 4-12 
at the Alpine Public Library.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 

E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules are 
available on the front door. For 
more information, call 915-562-
4081 or aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting,
noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-
ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second 
Monday each month, Legion 
Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner 
provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine 
City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at 101 W. Ave E. Weekly running 
club to walk/run 1-3 miles. Meet 

at the Amigo garage and finish 
at Amigo. Call 432-837-4012 for 
more information.

Big Bend Amateur Radio 
Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 
Tuesday each month, Frontier 
Masonic Lodge #766, 2300 High-
way 118 North.

Big Bend Community Cho-
rale rehearsals, on Monday 
evenings at 6 p.m. in the Sul Ross 
Fine Arts Building, Room 200. All 
are welcome, but fi rst contact An-
drew Alegria at Andrew.alegria@
sulross.edu, call 432-837-8216, or 
visit bbcchorale.wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Celebrate Recovery, at Big 
Bend Cowboy Church on Mon-
day evenings 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For 
more information contact CW at 

432-386-3628 or Stacey at 432-
386-2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at Al-
pine Public Library by appoint-
ment only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-
837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-
837-2621 to make an appoint-
ment.  

GED tutoring, at Alpine Pub-
lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 
432-837-2621 to make an ap-
pointment.  

Kiwanis Club of Alpine,
noon, Wednesdays at the Sul Ross 
University Center, room 210   

Late Night Game Night, 9 
p.m. to 11 p.m. every Thursday 
night at Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

Alpine Humane So-
ciety Pet of the Week is 
Ellie. Ellie is a year-old 
female cat. She is the 
all-around Zen kitty. She 
appears to be very secure 
and adaptable and is a bit 
quiet. Her authentic per-
sonality will show itself 
in your home after she 
has adapted. If you al-
ready have a cat in your 
home, Ellie will pre-
fer to spend gentle time 
with them. Although still 
young, Ellie is a calm cat 
who wants to be in your 
presence.

Kitten season will be 
here before we know it. 
Alpine Humane Society 
annually fosters or assists 
50 to 100 orphan kittens 
and mama cats. This is a 
costly program involv-
ing many volunteer fos-
ter homes. Your fi nancial 

support helps us buy the 
kitten milk replacement, 
vaccines, and medicines 
vital to caring for these 
animals. Shopping from 
our wish lists will also 
help us keep our supply 
stocks suffi  cient. We post 
those lists on Facebook 
often. Be a hero to an 
orphan and help support 
our eff orts.

Pet promotions are 
courtesy of the Alpine 
Humane Society. Alpine 
Animal Services handles 
pet adoptions at the city 
shelter, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 2 to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at 2900 
E. Old Marathon High-
way. For information 
about shelter pet adop-
tions, cremation services, 
or lost/found pets, call 
the Shelter at 432-837-
9030.

The Alpine Humane 
Society Thrift Store and 
Cattery is at 706 N. 5th 
Street in Alpine, open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday. 
The Pet Pantry is at 600 
N. 5th Street. The AHS 
Helpline is 432-837-
2532. To view adoptable 
pets, visit PetFinder.com 
or www.alpinehumane-
society.org, and check 
us out on Facebook and 
Instagram.

PET OF THE WEEK

What was 
your favorite 
memory of 

2023?

Heard 
on the

STREET

David Baker: I 
got to travel out of 
the country for the 
fi rst time this year. 
My favorite thing 
was sitting in the 

fi rst restaurant and 
really realizing that 
I was fi nally doing 
something that I 

had always wanted 
to do.

John Williamson:
� is year was my 
fi rst Father’s Day 

and our newborn’s 
fi rst everything else.

Delaney Fox: Oh, 
that’s tough. It was 
a rough year, but I 
think my favorite 
memory was my 
brother’s birthday 

because it was like a 
family reunion and 

so much fun.

Carrie Jordan: Easy. 
My wedding day 

was the best.

L

L

L

Irene Harrow:
I got to go on a 

Caribbean cruise for 
my 40th wedding 
anniversary. Forty 
very good years 

made better with 
some tropical 

relaxation.

L

Sul Ross held its winter graduation ceremony 
last month at the Pete P. Gallego Center. Sul Ross 
graduated 141 students from the Alpine campus.

Photo by Joh Covington

Winter 
graduates

BREWSTER COUNTY  

GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ON APPLICATIONS FOR GROUNDWATER  

PRODUCTION PERMIT NOS. GPP-010

Notice is hereby given that on Thursday, January 25, 2024 commencing at eight 
o'clock (8:00 a.m. CD1), the Brewster County Groundwater Conservation District 
("District") will conduct a public hearing and possibly take action on the following 
pending application, which has been deemed administratively complete:

(1) Application by Willow Creek Camping Co., LLC, for a Groundwater 
Production Permit ("GPP"), assigned No. GPP- 010, which would authorize 
the applicant to produce groundwater in the District from unconfirmed minor 
aquifers in an amount not to exceed 1.5 acre-feet annually for commercial/
municipal use.

The General Manager of the District, Robbyn Hill ("General Manager"), has 
proposed issuance of a Groundwater Production Permit Nos. GPP-010, and the 
draft permits are available for public inspection by emailing bcgwcd@gmail.com. 
For a hard copy of the proposed permits, please contact Robbyn Hill (432) 244-6030.

The District will conduct a PUBLIC HEARING pursuant to its authority under 
Chapter 8827 of the Texas Special District Local Laws Code, Chapter 36 of the 
Texas Water Code, and the District's Rules to consider action on Application No. 
GPP-010, and to provide interested members of the public an opportunity to ap-
pear and provide oral or written comments to the District regarding the proposed 
permit. The public hearing will be at the following location at the indicated date 
and time:

Location: Val Clark Beard County Office Building
    203 N. 7th St
    Alpine, Texas

Date and Time: Thursday, January 25, 2024 at eight o'clock (8:00 a.m.)

The General Manager will recommend to the District's Board that it consider 
approving Application No. GPP-010 for 1.5 acre-feet of production annually from 
unconfirmed minor aquifers under the terms and conditions set forth in the draft
Groundwater Production Permit No. GPP-010.

Applicants and affected persons may request a contested case hearing on 
Application No. GPP-010 by submitting a request for contested case hearing in 
writing to the District. The request must be delivered to the District no later than 
5:00 p.m.
CDT on January 11, 2024, by email to bcgwcd@gmail.com, by USPS to PO BOX 
465, Alpine, Texas or by scheduling hand delivery to the District Office by calling 
( 432) 244-6030.

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend the district hearing and who may 
need auxiliary aids or services, such as interpreters for persons who are deaf or 
hearing impaired, readers, large print, or braille, are requested to contact the 
General
Manager, at (432) 244-6030, at least five (5) work days prior to the meeting so that 
appropriate arrangements can be made.

Persons who desire the assistance of an interpreter in conjunction with their oral 
presentation at this meeting are also requested to contact General Manager at least 
five (5) days prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

121 E Holland Ave | Alpine  | 432.837.3360
www.frontstreetbooks.com

With a lifetime of public health 
experience, Barnett Cline, MD, traveled 

most of the globe as a ship's surgeon

Come and meet 

Dr. Cline as he 

discusses his 

new book about 

his adventures

�ursday, January 11 at 6 pm.

Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio • Marfa
432.729.4306 • 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.frontstreetbooks.com
www.aa-intergroup.org
www.petfinder.com
www.society.org
www.sulross.edu
www.bbcchorale.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.marfainsurance.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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In her discussions 
with Sul Ross, some of 
the items on the list for 
needing signifi cant up-
grades and repairs were 
the restrooms, the park-
ing lots, and their his-
toric gates on the north 
side of the ballpark, and 
due to Sul Ross becom-
ing a Division II school, 
the outfield wall must 
be padded according to 
NCAA regulations. One 
of the big items Sul Ross 
brought to the table was 
the lights at the fi eld, as 
this was one of the main 
items on their list that 
needed to be upgraded.

The other big-ticket 
item on the agenda was 
the condition of the 
turf at Buck Stadium. 
Turf fi elds have a lifes-
pan of around 10 years, 
and the field at Buck 
Stadium is in year 12. 
AISD reached out to 
Hellas Construction 
to get an idea of how 
much the district would 
be looking at to replace 
the field. Although the 
board must get three 
different quotes before 
any purchasing occurs, 
Rinehart thought it best 
to bring a ballpark fi gure 
to the board so they were 
aware of what kind of 
money they would have 
to spend. “After Hellas 
did their assessment, 
their estimate was that 
AISD is looking at any-
where from $900,000 to 
$1.2 million to replace 
the turf on the fi eld. As 
you know, every year 
we go through and sew 
it up where it is torn and 
repair what we can, but 
this is something that 
we will need to look at 
replacing really soon,” 
said Rinehart.

She gave several dif-
ferent options and ideas 
for the board to think 
about as far as being able 
to pay for the replace-
ment such as a 10-year 
loan, where an annual 
payment of $100,000 
would be made, and 
after 10 years the turf 
would be replaced again. 
Rinehart explained it as 
more of a lease-to-own 
option. She also men-
tioned a bond, which she 
knows nobody wants to 

entertain, using the fund 
balance which she also 
knew was not the ideal 
option, and also a capi-
tal campaign similar to 
what the charter schools 
in Midland and Odessa 
were working towards. 
“Since they are char-
ter schools, they don’t 
have access to taxpayer 
money, so to fund their 
sports stadiums and 
fields that are utiliz-
ing a capital campaign, 
and I will reach out to 
those schools and see 
how they’re going about 
this,” Rinehart added. 
She also told the board 
that there may even be 
a combination of any 
of the options she men-
tioned and that this was 
something the board 
would need to think 
about.

In other news, the 
board discussed lo-
cal policies on gradua-
tion and student rank-
ing, and the addition 
of a new section to the 
588 Co-Op agreement 
due to Fort Davis hav-
ing reached out about 
servicing some of their 
students that fall under 
the special ed program. 
Since their public-pri-
vate partnership agree-
ments with private 
schools were in effect, 
some of these students 
enrolled at FDISD were 
actually in the El Paso 
area. The 588 Co-Op al-
ready services 12 diff er-
ent area school districts, 
so their board which is 
made up of the 12 super-
intendents for the Co-
Op added a section to 
the contract stating that 
only students that fall 
within the geographic 
area of the 12 districts 
may be serviced by the 
Co-Op. No virtual ser-
vices would be available 
to those residing outside 
the geographic area that 
the Co-Op currently ser-
vices even if they are 
enrolled at one of the 
12 districts that are cur-
rently covered.

The next regular 
meeting for the Alpine 
ISD Board of Trustees 
is set for January 17 in 
the Alpine High School 
cafeteria.

AISD • FROM 1

SHERIFF • FROM 1

grant will be applied for 
in January of 2024, and 
the county has set aside 
a fund in the amount of 
$250,000 dollars which 
the state is set to meet to 
help offset the increase 
in salary for jailors and 
deputy sheriff s. 

The bill requires that 
the annual salary of jail-
ors and deputy sheriff s be 
increased to $40,000 and 
$45,000 respectively. Af-
ter these wage minimums 
have been met, other 
salaries within the sher-
iff ’s offi  ce law enforce-
ment personnel can be 
increased to refl ect com-
petitive hiring and reten-

tion, then any leftover 
funds can be used to pur-
chase safety equipment 
related to law enforce-
ment. Earlier this fall 
Brewster County Sheriff , 
Ronny Dodson’s salary 
was increased to its new 
required minimum of 
$75,000 and the county 
has already purchased 
new tasers, so the ap-
proximate $80,000 left-
over in the fund may be 
used to purchase body 
cameras for the depart-
ment. The court ap-
proved the ratifi cation of 
the increases in salary for 
the sheriff’s office law 
enforcement offi  cers. 

Next, the court ex-
tensively discussed the 
approval of three new 
members who have 
volunteered to join the 
Brewster County Emer-
gency Services District 
No. 1. There were four 
people interested in the 
three soon-to-be-open 
positions on the emer-
gency services board. 
Sharon Clark, Jeanette 
Hall, and Carlos Men-
doza’s terms are set to 
expire soon. 

Kristen Horin, who 
was recommended by 
the board, was approved 
for a two-year term. Lin-
da Walker and Jeanette 

Hall were also approved 
to serve on the board for 
two-year terms. And Jim 
Hines renewed for one 
year to fill the expiring 
position. Sara Colando, 
Commissioner Precinct 
2, said, “It’s an unusual 
position that we actually 
have more candidates than 
positions to fill. That is 
fantastic.” The court con-
sidered delaying the deci-
sion in order to get more 
feedback from the board, 
however, the positions had 
to be appointed by the fi rst 
of the year. The next regu-
lar commissioner’s court 
is scheduled for Tuesday, 
January 9.

can contact Geo Calder-
on, the city secretary, for 
more information.

During the scheduled 
business of the meet-
ing, Eaves delivered the 
mayor’s report, remind-
ing everyone that the city 
has an official YouTube 
channel where citizens 
can watch the council 
meetings as well as a live 
Zoom meeting for the 
meetings for those who 
cannot attend in person.                                                  
Next, in the city manager 
report, Megan Antrim 
shared that the recycling 
center’s mulcher is cur-
rently unusable and that 
they will not be excepting 
brush, to avoid a fi re haz-
ard build-up. Previously, 
the mulcher was going to 
receive a new part to fi x 

it, however, it was discov-
ered that it is past repair, 
and the city will look for 
a replacement moving 
forward.

In other business, up 
for discussion during this 
meeting were the work-
shops in which the coun-
cil is considering possible 
changes to the city char-
ter, which hasn’t been up-
dated to refl ect legislative 
changes since 2005. The 
city will also be consid-
ering the creation of a 
policy to be used for non-
profi t donations using city 
funds. They may also be 
updating the tax abate-
ments granted for historic 
renovations.

In other news, the coun-
cil approved all items on 
the consent agenda. This 

included the appoint-
ment of Guy Fielder to 
the Place 4 position on 
the planning and zoning 
commission and the ap-
pointment of Larry Hood 
to the Place 2 position on 
the parks and recreation 
board.

After much deliberation 
in several previous meet-
ings, the council major-
ity voted to pass the fi nal 
reading of the amended 
ordinance regarding zon-
ing. The amendment re-
pealed the requirement 
that beauty salons are 
not an acceptable use in 
a residential area by ap-
proved special use permit. 
Now, people can apply 
for a special use permit 
to have a beauty salon in 
a residential area but will 

be fi ned a penalty of up 
to $500 if they violate the 
ordinance.

The council also ap-
proved the fi nal reading 
of an ordinance amend-
ing the city’s fi scal year 
2023-2024 budget, which 
“provides repealing and 
severability clauses; a 
Texas Open Meetings 
Act clause; and provid-
ing an effective date.” 
According to Antrim, this 
amendment is to reflect 
the appropriate amount 
of revenue coming in for 
property tax.

In closing, Eaves said, 
“Thank you for your ser-
vice to this city Judy.” 
The next regular meeting 
of the Alpine City Coun-
cil is scheduled for Janu-
ary 16.

STOKES • FROM 1

Kody Hawkins proudly 
exhibits her mule deer 
buck she harvested re-

cently, proving that not 
only does she excel in 

school sports, but also 
the sport of hunting. 
Hawkins is pictured 

here with her dad T.C. 
Hawkins, her younger 

sister Kaci Hawkins, 
and her younger broth-

er Trevor Hawkins.

All-around 

athleticism

Most locals in the area 
know to avoid going out 
into our favorite loca-
tions during the holiday 
season, as people from 
all over the world come 
to the Big Bend to benefi t 
from what we enjoy ev-
ery day, however, some-
times that unspoken rule 
is forgotten, and they 
brave the crowds of visi-
tors.

This New Year’s week-
end, Big Bend National 
Park was the place to 
be, and the number of 
visitors made it obvious. 
The weather was cool 
and there wasn’t a cloud 
in the sky, making it the 
perfect weather to enjoy 
the usually sweltering 
desert terrain. 

The two-mile gravel 
road descends down a 
rough, narrow wash to 
the Hot Springs His-
toric District and trail-
head area, but once you 
get there it’s a Sunday 
walk. The walking dis-
tance to the hot springs 
themselves is  quite 
easy, and you pass sev-
eral very interesting 
and historic old build-
ings that have been 
preserved by the park. 
You can see the old post 
offi  ce and store as well 
as the hotel where back 
in the day people could 
have a room for a dollar 
a day or the discounted 

price of six dollars for 
the week.

From the trailhead, the 
hot spring is a 0.5-mile 
round trip. A one-mile 
loop trail continues from 
the hot spring around 
the bluff above the Rio 
Grande, returning to the 
trailhead area. 

Visitors pass by some 
ancient palm trees still 
thriving in the arid at-
mosphere and even older 
signs of the people who 
were here before in the 
form of rock art left be-
hind on the limestone 
cliffs, picture farms of 
corn, squash, and beans 
along the river’s flood-
plain. It’s easy to imag-
ine what it would have 
been like to meet at the 
Hot Springs Post Offi  ce 
in the early 1900s to col-
lect your mail.

The Hot Springs His-
toric District preserves a 
rich history of human oc-
cupation from thousands 
of years ago to the not-
so-distant past. 

J.O. Langford’s im-
pressive bathhouse is 
long gone; today the 
spring is contained by 
the foundation remains 
of the bathhouse, on the 
north bank of the Rio 
Grande. It’s a primitive 
bathing experience while 
enjoying the view. The 
temperature of the hot 
springs stays the same, 
somewhere between a 
bath and a hot tub.

According to the park, 
the hot spring water is 
considered old water, 
fossil water, ancient and 
irreplaceable. Heated by 
geothermal processes 
and emerging at 105° 

F., the water carries dis-
solved mineral salts re-
puted to have healing 
powers. The therapeutic 
value of heat has long 
been touted as a remedy 
for both body and soul. 
J.O. Lanford and the peo-
ple who came before him 
knew what was good for 
them, and now, everyone 
else does too.

This year, the Rio 
Grande has been low, 
and this weekend was 
no exception. The river 
itself was about thigh-
deep in most places. But 
the hot spring itself is 
always fl owing, the only 
issue is if there’s enough 
room to sit.

Whether you are from 
near or far, the natural 
beauty of the area is a 
treasure to be respected 
and shared wisely.

A New Year’s hot spot at the hot springs

The hot springs and its trail are located along the Rio Grande in Big Bend 
National Park. 

Photo by Joh Covington

BY JOH COVINGTON

Staff  Writer

Coverage to live the
life you want

•• Auto Insurance

•• Business Insurance

• Home Insurance

DonaWBlevins

Your Local Agent

License #1234211

PO BOX 2075

ALPINE, TX 79831-2075

dblevins@farmersagent.com

CCaallll 443322--883377--22222255 ttooddaayy!!
For a no-obligation quote.
Advertisement produced on behalf of the following speci�c insurers and seeking to obtain business for insurance underwritten by

Farmers Insurance Exchange, Fire Insurance Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company, Farmers Insurance
Company ofWashington (Bellevue, WA) or a�liates. In TX: insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange, Fire Insurance
Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company, Farmers Texas County Mutual Insurance Company, Mid-

Century Insurance Company of Texas or Texas Farmers Insurance Company. In NY: insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance
Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company or Farmers New Century Insurance Company. Home o�ce, Los
Angeles, CA.

Each insurer has sole �nancial responsibility for its own insurance. List of all insurers and states where licensed at
farmers.com/companies/state/. Not all insurers are authorized in all states. Not all products, coverages, and discounts are available in

every state and may vary by state. Restrictions, exclusions, limits, and conditions apply. See agent for details.
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ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.laposadamilagro.net
www.farmers.com/companies/state
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  this Meharg was 

      fi rst female Texas

      Secretary of State

  5  Mineola’s county

  6  Jackson County seat

  7  TX Charley Pride

      tune: “__ Just Me”

  8  money machine

  9  TXism: “exciting as

      a fi re at ___  ___

      offi ce”

15  TXism: “phoo-____

      water” (perfume)

16  TXism: “hot enough

      __  _______ a

      horny toad”

19  a blimp, e.g.

21  TX Jimmy Webb

      wrote “By the ____ 

      _ Get to Phoenix”

22  in Anderson County

      on U.S. 287  

27  ____ weevil came

      to U.S. thru Texas

28  TXism: “cut __

      ____ slack”

29  married woman 

      in Mexico  

30  1960’s protests

32  this Palmer won

      the Texas Open

      three times (init.)

33  TXism: “he ____

      _____ with the

      facts” (liar)

36  Gulf shrimp catchers

37  this conven. was

      in Houston in 1928  

38  a ___-____ pizza

      is a small one

39  Fair Park is on the

      ____  ____ of

      Dallas

  1  female sheep

  2  a car modifi cation,

      e.g. (abbr.)

  3  Wood County

      newspaper

  4  TX Robert ____

      ________ was

      U.S. Secretary of 

      Commerce

      (1989-92)

  8  Corey Seager got

      this to end a no-

      hitter in game 5 of

      the 2023 World

      Series (2 wds.)  

  9  TXism: “plain as

      the ___  ____  __ 

      __  ___ chart”

41  “let the ____ settle”

42  Odessa’s county

45  king toppers in cards

46  Cowboy Jake Ferguson

      position (abbr.)    

47  needed in a drought

48  TXism: “just a ___”

      (small amount)

49  more intelligent

52  Cheryl of fi lm “Wilson”

      with TX Harrelson

53  comfy room at home

54  voting yes

55  use a needle

      and thread

10  TX Simmons who

      developed the “lev-

      eraged buyout” (init.)

11  org. in Europe

12  I-20 that runs

      across Texas

13  Corey Seager had

      6 of these in the

      2023 World Series

14  Japanese wrestling

15  heaven

16  ____-A-Whirl rides

      are built in Plainview

17  returns a case to

      a lower court

18  UT has 1st photo

      ever taken, by this

      French inventor

20  sharpen, like skills  

22  former Cowboy

      star, Emmitt (init.)

23  modern lights

24  “half hitch,” e.g.

25  did 20-down

26  avid paintings

      collector? (2 wds.)

28  welcome rugs

31  “don’t ____ out

      your welcome”

34  Texas pest: fi re ___

35  this Nellie was in

      limo with JFK (init.)

37  passed away

40  wound reminder

43  TXism: “____ on 

      the barrel head”

44  TXism: “_____  __

      a whipped pup”

50  Texans have to

      _____ car registra-

      tion annually

51  TXism: “dot the i’s

      and cross the __”

P-1670

21

27

30

36

28

40

19

37

32

39

34

45

35

29

48

38

47

31

43 44

50 51

42

Last Puzzle

 Solution

S-1669

       M A C H
       A P O O
       R I L L
       L A D Y
       I R A   A S A G O A T
       N Y S E  C H R O N I C L E
         A N   I L L S  U A R
  A G R A S P  N O N P R O F I T  Y A
  E Y E F O R   U N I T   D I M E S
   P A T R O L A G E N T S  E M O T E
    R E D F I S H   O U   P A T S
     R I S E S T O  A R T I S T S
     A D    O P   P E C O S   
           A S C R E E N
           L O U I S
            L E S
            A R E
            R O D

Thursday, January 4, 2024  Alpine Avalanche  Page 7

LOOKING BACKEST 1891
S������ �	� B�� B��
 

��
 D���� M������� C�����

Alpine Avalanche

Sale ends 1/31/24

Dear Neil: My wife and 

I are having discussions 

about whether I should re-

move a native cedar tree 

from our landscape. She 

tests positive for allergies to 

cedar pollen, and this time 

of year her miseries begin 

for a couple of months. She 

wants me to remove the 

tree, but we both think it’s 

very pretty if it weren’t for 

the pollen. Even its blue 

berries are attractive, and I 

notice the birds love them. 

My contention is that there 

are dozens of other cedars 

nearby and that even if I 

take our one tree out, she 

will still be hit with the pol-

len from other trees around 

us. Do you have any advice?

My wife and I could have 
written the same letter. We 
have eastern redcedar junipers 

on the 11 acres that surround 

our house. They are starting 
to turn bronze now, an indi-

cation that the pollen is about 

to fl y. We were pretty sure of 

the cause of her troubles when 
she visited an older allergist in 

his last year before retirement. 

I wrote the name Juniperus 

virginiana on a piece of paper 

for her, and she told him she 

thought that was the culprit. 

After her tests, he chuckled 

and said she was the first 

person who had ever come 

in with the scientifi c name of 

the off ending plant written out 

on a sheet of paper. 

She started her nasal spray 

prescription a couple of 

weeks ago, just as she has 

for 15 or 20 years. It makes 

a huge diff erence for her. An 

allergist can prescribe one 

for your wife. I vote on your 

side in this case. Juniper pol-

len, like oak and pecan, is 

carried hundreds of miles. It 

starts as South Texas species 

come into bloom in December 
and January. Prevailing south 
winds carry the pollen north to 
unwitting victims. Even if you 
were to remove the one plant, 
there are thousands of oth-
ers ready to contribute their 
pollen waiting in the wings. 
If you’re the one who isn’t 
allergic, thump one of those 
bronze branches on a still, 
dry day with a broom handle 
and you’ll see the quanti-
ties of pollen that’s out there. 
Let the doctor advise her and 
prescribe the 
best remedy. 
You can’t chop 
your way out 
of this forest.

Dear Neil: 

We had a ter-

rible prob-

lem with the 

nutgrass on 

our lawn last 

summer. Will 

a pre-emer-

gent weed-

killer stop it 

this year? If 

so, which one, 

and when 

should it be 

applied?

The weed you have is not a 
true grass, but a sedge instead. 
You can always distinguish 
the sedges from true grasses 
by rolling the plant’s stem 
between your thumb and in-
dex fi nger. Grasses will have 
round stems. Sedges will be 
triangular. And the other fact 
you’ll need to remember is 
that sedges are perennials – 
they come back from their 
roots. Pre-emergents only 
work on annual weeds as their 
seeds try to germinate. So, if 
nutsedge is your biggest con-

cern, you would be wasting 
the pre-emergent. You’ll want 
to use either Image or Sedge-
hammer after the nutsedge 
is up and growing actively. 
That’s generally mid-May 
through mid-September.

Dear Neil: I have a Texas 

Everbearing fi g tree. When 

should I feed it, and with 

what and how much?

Easy answer: Texas A&M 
fruit specialists recommend 
that we not do any major 
pruning of, or feeding to, our 
fi gs. Both encourage strong 

vegetative growth. That 
would come at the expense of 
fruit production. It also makes 
the plants more susceptible to 
freeze damage. We’ve seen 
enough of that in recent years 
anyway. Your plant will get 
enough nutrients from the 
soil, especially if plants near 
it are being fed.

Have a question you’d like 
Neil to consider? E-mail him 
at mailbag@sperrygardens.
com. Neil regrets that he can-
not reply to questions indi-

vidually.

Cedar pollen is the likely allergy culprit

December 8, 1944

Pictured here, Doyle 

Lee Jobe and Lane 

Dixon are young mem-

bers of one of three 

4-H teams that were 

tasked with study-

ing the importance 

of organic matter in 

the soil. They demon-

strated that when this 

matter, like manure, 

weeds, and decaying 

plants is added to the 

soil it retains water 

and supports growth 

much better.

December 

29, 1944

Fred S. Rod-

gers shares 

that the new 

First Presby-

terian Church 

building will 

begin con-

struction in 

the New Year. 

The previ-

ous church 

building was 

destroyed in 

a fi re in April 

1943.

December 29, 1944

The last issue of the 

Avalanche for 1944 

wishes its read-

ers a very Happy 

New Year. In the 

front-page letter, 

the newspaper says 

that the world could 

and should be a bet-

ter place in which to 

live, that we must not 

only be neighbors to 

each other but good 

neighbors, and that 

there is no problem 

without a solution.

December 

29, 1944

The folks at 

the Alpine 

L u m b e r 

Co. refl ect 

in grati-

tude on the 

heritage of 

freedom in 

A m e r i c a 

and thank 

t h o s e 

who have 

helped gain 

that free-

dom.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

www.morrisonhardware.com
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 Sports

The Alpine Fightin’ 
Bucks took the fight to 
the competitive Lubbock 
Caprock Tournament just 
after Christmas. “This 
was a tough tournament 
and the biggest of all the 
tournaments we have had 
all season. We played 
well defensively and are 
continuing to evolve and 
get better on that side 
of the ball,” said Aaron 
Hardwick, head basket-
ball coach for the Bucks 
basketball team.

On December 28, 
the Bucks secured a 
win against the Hawley 
Bearcats. On Decem-
ber 29, the Bucks fell to 
the  Lubbock Christian 
Eagles but favorably tri-
umphed in the follow-
ing game with the  Tulia 
Hornets that same day. 
On the final day of the 
tournament, December 
30, the Bucks succeeded 
in their last game against 
the  Stanton Buffaloes, 
bringing home that win.

In the fi rst game of the 
tournament, the Bucks 
outmaneuvered their 
opponent with a final 
score of 71-54 over the 
Bearcats. The Bucks out-
shot the Hawley team by 
16-13 in the fi rst quarter 
of the game and tied 16-
16 in the second quarter. 
Alpine then furthered 
their lead with six more 

points in the third quar-

ter, leading 19-13, and 

secured their win with 22 

points to the Bearcats 16 

in the fourth.

According to Hard-

wick, Hawley is a solid 

2A basketball team that 

is patient and physical. 

In this game with the 

Bearcats, Evren Marti-
nez led the Alpine team 
with 21 points from 
eight field goals, five 
three-point shots, and 
three rebounds. Daed-
rick Hardwick and Ferris 
Daley were also score-
board leaders, with 16 
and 11 points gained re-
spectively from a combi-
nation of fi eld goals and 
free throws. “It took us 
a while to get going but 
once we settled in, we 
were able to do some 
good things on both ends 
of the court,” said Hard-
wick.

The following day, the 
Bucks were outplayed in 
their fi rst game with the 
Eagles, falling behind 
42-57 but rebounded 
in the following game 

against the Hornets, win-
ning 72-58. Tulia was 
a good bounce-back 
game for them. Their 
style of play is similar 
to the Bucks, which al-
lows them to get out in 
the open court and make 
plays off ensively. 

“Lubbock Christian 
was a hard, tough ball 
game for us. We didn’t 
really get going until the 
second half, but against 
a solid state-ranked op-
ponent, you have to play 
four quarters of good bas-
ketball and we were just 
unable to do that. Credit 
Lubbock Christian, they 
had a good game plan and 
they executed it well,” 
Hardwick said.

Bucks win three of four tourney games

The Sul Ross Lady 
Lobos met up with Texas 
Lutheran University’s 
Bulldogs on Thursday, 
December 21 before 
they broke for the holi-
days. Although Sul Ross 
is used to seeing multiple 
players put up double-
digit fi eld goals in their 
games, this was not the 
case in Seguin.

Marley Rokas was 
the only player to hit 
double-digits against the 
Bulldogs, with 15 for the 
game. While they were 
unable to meet the same 
mark, Emily Bunger, 
Kayley Diaz, and Vic-
toria Aguayo helped put 
the Lobos on the board 
with eight, seven, and six 
points respectively on the 
day.

The Bulldogs would 
lead off  with an 8-0 run 
against the Lobos in the 
first half, before Rokas 
drew a foul and put Sul 
Ross on the board with 
a free throw. Bunger 
would follow up with a 
jumper to cut the Bull-
dog’s lead to five, but 
Texas Lutheran would 
follow that up with three 
free throws to end the 
fi rst quarter and extend 
their lead by eight.

The Bulldogs outshot 
the Lobos in the first, 
17 to nine, but the sec-
ond quarter would see 

the Lobos rally a bit. Al-
though they would trail 
at one point by as much 
as 17, they capitalized on 
a 10-0 run that would cut 
their defi cit to seven. Al-
though the second would 
have the Lobos closer, 
with a diff erence of only 
four points in that quar-
ter, a three-pointer by 
Texas Lutheran with just 
seconds left in the second 
quarter would put them 
up by 12 at the break.

The third quarter was 
yet another struggle for 
the ladies of Sul Ross, 
as they were outshot 25 
to 14, increasing the lead 
for the Bulldogs to 23.

A fourth-quarter rally 
by Sul Ross with an 
8-0 run would close the 
gap to 17 points, but the 
Bulldogs would continue 
to dominate the game on 
off ense and extend their 
lead with just over a 
minute left in the game. 
The last quarter had both 
teams tied with points 
for that quarter, but the 
Bulldogs’ domination of 
the earlier quarters would 
see the Lobos fall 58-81.

Sul Ross is now 4-9 
and travels to Marshall 
today for a 5:30 p.m. tip-
off against East Texas 
Baptist followed by a 
trip to Longview on Sat-
urday, January 6 to face 
LeTourneau University 
for a 1 p.m. game at the 
Solheim Arena.

Lady Lobos fall 

to the Bulldogs 

on the road
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

The Fightin’ Bucks posed for a celebratory photo during the Lubbock Cap-
rock Tournament last week. 

Courtesy photo

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

After Christmas, the 
Lady Bucks made the trip 
to  Lubbock for the Lub-
bock Caprock Tourna-
ment and faced several 
strong competitors. “This 
type of tournament is vital 
to the rest of our season. It 
gives us the opportunity 
to play against high-level 
competition, win or lose, 
and to get better in every 
game. It is exactly what 
you should want for your 
team as a coach, to play 
better teams to make you 
better. The timing of this 
tournament works out 
great as we are just com-
ing off  a mandatory UIL 
break, and it helps us get 
our feet back under us,” 
said Christopher Virdell, 
head basketball coach for 
the Lady Bucks

On December 28, Al-
pine played the Borden 
County Coyotes. On De-
cember 29, they faced the 
Dimmitt Bobcats and the 
Happy Cowboys. On De-
cember 30, their last game 
was against the Seymour 
Panthers. “Every game 
we played was against 
high-level competition,” 
said Virdell.

The first game against 
Borden County was the 
toughest on the score-
board for the Lady Bucks, 
as they lost the game 28-
79. In the fi rst quarter, the 
Coyotes outscored Alpine 
12-21, 8-17 in the second, 
6-20 in the third, and 2-21 
in the fourth.

Hope Dominguez, a 
junior, led the team in 
scoring points, gaining 
10 out of the 28-point to-
tal. Dominguez made fi ve 
fi eld goals, seven off ensive 
rebounds, four defensive 

rebounds, and one steal, 
with six turnovers. Senior 
Novah Carrasco pounded 
the off ense, attempting 19 
fi eld goals and four three-
point shots. Carrasco 
added nine points for the 
team with three successful 
fi eld goals, one three-point 
shot, two free throws, six 
rebounds, three assists, 
and 11 turnovers. Karoli-
na Castillo, a sophomore, 
made three fi eld goals, had 
one steal, and one turn-
over, adding her own six 
points to the game’s fi nal 
score. Neveah Carrasco, 
a junior, had a successful 
fi eld goal and free throw 
as well as a defensive re-
bound and turnover. “We 
struggled in our fi rst game 
against a Borden County 
team that was very accu-
rate from the fl oor. They 
did not miss many shots 
and they moved the ball 
well, but we were able 
to work on our defensive 

side, especially our man 
defense,” Virdell added.

In the next day’s game 
against the Dimmitt Bob-
cats, the Lady Bucks 
fared better but still fell 
to the opposing team in a 
low-scoring game, 23-35. 
The Lady Bucks and the 
Bobcats tied it up in the 
first quarter 10-10, but 
Dimmitt outplayed Alpine 
3-12 in the second. The 
Lady Bucks gained trac-
tion in the third with nine 
points to the Bobcat’s six, 
but ultimately fell to Dim-
mitt 1-7 in the deciding 
fourth quarter. 

“Even though we played 
a few smaller schools they 
were the top team in their 
regions and usually make 
deep playoff runs. We 
came up against a size dif-
ference in almost all the 
games, which happens a 
lot for us. But it allowed us 
to work on a weakness in 
our defense and a chance 

to try diff erent schemes,” 
Virdell said. 

Following that game, 
Alpine then played the 
Cowboys of Happy. Dur-
ing this game, the Lady 
Bucks steadily improved 
their defense and off ense. 
Despite this, the team 
was still outmatched by 
the Cowboys, falling be-
hind 35-54. The Cowboys 
dominated the fi rst quarter 
6-17 and the second 10-
22. The Lady Bucks out-
paced the other team in the 
third quarter with 12 fi eld 
goals to the Cowboy’s 
seven and the fourth quar-
ter was a close shooting 
match, with Alpine add-
ing another seven points 
to their total, but were just 
edged out by Happy by a 
single point, bringing the 
last quarter total to 7-8.

“The other games we 
played defense well, but 

Lady Bucks return home from Lubbock tourney

See BUCKS • 9

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

See LADY BUCKS • 9

The Lady Bucks posed with their coach while in Lubbock just after Christ-
mas. 

Courtesy photo

Sports Schedule
FIGHTIN’ BUCK BASKETBALL

Jan. 5 Alpine vs Tornillo* JV Purple 
5 p.m. 9th Gold and Varsity 8 p.m.
Jan. 9 Kermit* @ Alpine JV Purple 
5 p.m. 9th Gold. 6:30 p.m. Varsity 
8 p.m.

LADY BUCK BASKETBALL

Jan. 5 Alpine vs Tornillo* JV 5 p.m. 
Varsity 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 9 Kermit* @ Alpine JV 5 p.m. 
Varsity 6:30 p.m.

*Denotes District Game

Alpine locals Letty and Patrick Carrillo and 
family enjoyed their New Year’s Day in El Paso 
at the Sun Bowl, to cheer on Notre Dame.

Courtesy photo

Monday-Funday 

at the Sun Bowl

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

COLETTE FOWLKESCOLETTE FOWLKES

Colette led the Bucks in rebounds 

against Stanton and played a vital role in 

the district win at home on Tuesday.
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Against the Lubbock 
Christian Eagles, the 
Bucks steadily added to 
their score each quarter 
but still fell by 18 points. 
In the first quarter, the 
Bucks gained six points 
while the Eagles col-
lected seven. The Eagles 
outscored the Bucks by 
seven points in the sec-
ond and third quarters. 
Alpine jumped 13 points 
in the fourth quarter, and 
although the Eagles only 
gained nine extra points, 
it was enough to secure 
their win over the Bucks

The Fightin’ Bucks 
crushed their last tourna-
ment challenge 60-28, de-
feating the Stanton Buf-
faloes. “Against Stanton, 
I felt like our team was 
ready to go and locked 
in. We understood that 
Stanton was a district 
opponent, and we would 
need to do our best to 
set the tone early in how 
we wanted to play. Ulti-
mately, we were able to 

establish ourselves well 
on both ends of the court 
early, which led to the 
eventual outcome of the 
ball game,” Harwick said.

In the Buck’s final 
game against Stanton, 
they started out very 
strong with a 21-2-point 
lead in the first quarter 
and a 27-12 lead in the 
second. In the fi nal third 
and fourth quarters the 
Buffaloes gained 14 ex-
tra points and the Bucks 
only added 12 points to 
the scoreboard but were 
still able to come away 
with the win. Canaba and 
Hardwick were leaders 
in this game, with their 
six individual fi eld goals, 
Canaba’s two three-point 
shots, and seven free 
throws from them both.

After the tournament, 
the Fightin’ Bucks con-
tinued their district play 
with a home game against 
Stanton again on Tues-
day, January 2. Alpine’s 
second match-up against 

Stanton resulted in an-
other Buck victory. The 
Bucks toppled the Buff a-
los 58-41. Hardwick said 
that coming off of that 
previous game against 
Stanton recently, that they 
will have to reset men-
tally. “Stanton is going 
to come over here with 
one thing on their mind, 
which is a ‘win at all costs 
mentality’. We will have 
to match their intensity, 
physicality, and despera-
tion,” said Hardwick.

Next up for the Bucks, 
is a district away game 
against the Tornillo Coy-
otes tomorrow. 

“Tornillo is not the same 
Tornillo of old, a year ago 
they had five graduating 
seniors; however, they 
play extremely well at 
home. They are young but 
they are hungry and are a 
well-coached team. We 
must set the tone defen-
sively and not allow them 
to get comfortable in their 
gym,” said Hardwick.

we struggled to hit shots 
and finish in transition. 
We are getting the looks 
we want on the off ensive 
side. We just need to be 
more consistent in our 
shooting,” Virdell said.

According to Virdell, this 
kind of tournament chal-
lenge is better than having 
two weeks of practice. It’s 
four games of the girls hav-
ing to compete, fi ght hard, 
and remain mentally tough. 
And it is a tremendous at-
tribute to lead them into the 
rest of the district season. 

The following day, and 
the final day of the tour-
nament, the Lady Bucks 
played the Seymour Pan-
thers, losing 37-58. In the 
fi rst quarter, Alpine would 
outscore the Panthers 6-11, 

4-15 in the second, and 11-
19 in the third, but would 
rally back by outplaying 
the opposing team in the 
last exhausting quarter with 
16 points on the board to 
Seymour’s 13. “We went 
into the tournament with 
three main focuses, to get 
better defensively, to box 
out and rebound, and to 
try to play more up-tempo. 
I was very pleased with 
our play overall, the girls 
started taking pride in our 
defensive schemes and we 
were able to control our 
turnover ratio for the bet-
ter,” Virdell said.

On January 2, after the 
tournament, the Alpine 
team returned home for 
their fourth district game 
of the season against Stan-

ton. Alpine was able to pull 
off  a win against Stanton, 
toppling the Buff alos 43-
31. The Lady Bucks’ next 
game is scheduled for to-
morrow against the Tor-
nillo Coyotes in a district 
away game. 

“I expect Tornillo to be 
really scrappy, they usu-
ally are. It is always tough 
to play in Tornillo, simply 
because of the long drive 
and the atmosphere of the 
gym. It will be a game in 
which the girls are going 
to have to create energy 
and remain focused. We 
are looking forward to bat-
tling out the remainder of 
the season and giving our-
selves the chance to be in 
the mix at the end,” Virdell 
concluded.

BUCKS • FROM 8

LADY BUCKS • FROM 8

Public Meeting Announcement for the 

Butterfield Overland National Historic Trail

The National Park Service (NPS) is conducting a public meeting on 

January 10, 2024, from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Jeff Davis County 

Courthouse. 

The NPS is kicking off the planning process for the newly 

designated  Butterfield  Overland National Historic Trail. An important 

first step in this process is meeting with people that live and work 

along the trail to build partnerships, get ideas for how to promote and 

develop the trail, and to answer any questions on what it means to have a 

Congressionally designated National Historic Trail.  

The Butterfield Overland National Historic Trail (NHT) was added to the 

National Trails System on January 5, 2023. The NHT is 3,382 miles long, 

crosses seven states, and was designated to commemorate the impact 

the Butterfield Overland Mail service had on the shaping of the nation. 

The NHT is administered by the National Park Service (NPS), National 

Trails office Regions 6, 7 & 8 (NTIR). NTIR would like to invite you to join 

in developing the comprehensive plan for this newly designated NHT.

The comprehensive plan will provide a framework for the administration 

of the trail and a vision to be fulfilled through future, more specific resource 

studies and development plans which will be created with individual sites 

and communities that are interested in seeing the trail promoted.

 

A total of eighteen public meetings will be held across the seven 

trail states. Meetings will be held in communities from Missouri to 

California.  The meeting for West Texas will occur at the Jeff Davis 

County Courthouse on January 10, 2024, from 11 am to 1 pm.   

 

This is an exciting opportunity to provide input into the development, 

protection, and promotion of a new national historic trail. The NPS 

encourages participation and welcomes the input of everyone along the 

route that has knowledge of the sites, stories, and possibilities this trail 

holds. National historic trails are by nature partnership driven. Your 

participation is important, and the NPS urges you get involved in helping 

to administer the trail.

Links for additional information:

ParkPlanning - Butterfield Overland National Historic Trail 

Comprehensive Plan (nps.gov)

National Park Service - PEPC - Meeting Notices (nps.gov)

Meeting venue:

January 10, 2024  Jeff Davis County Courthouse

11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 100 Court Ave. Fort Davis, Texas 

For more information, please contact NTIR employee Jill Jensen at jill_

jensen@nps.gov 

Wishing you a

Happy New Year!

www.nps.gov
www.nps.gov
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Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Mobile homes 
and spaces. Close 
to Sul Ross Uni-
versity. Frontier 
Mobile Home 
Village. 1102 N. 
9th St. trailer #35 
Alpine. Call 432-
837-2736 

Mobile HOME 
- 2bed, 1bath, 
~600sqft, new 
fl oors, updated 

kitchen w/ Gas 

Stove & new 

refrigerator, 

bathroom up-

dated & W/D 

hookup. Lightly 

furnished (or 

not). No Smoking. 

Pets considered 

(non-refundable 

deposit), Water/

trash pick-up 

provided, $824/

month-to-month 
lease, plus gas & 
electric. $824/De-
posit. App & Cred-
it Check required. 
Call or TEXT 
979.997.0040 

FOR RENT/LEASE 

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539 

407 E Lockhart #2 

3 BR / 1 Bath Rent 

$1200.00/mo + 

Deposit 432-249-

0293 

407 E. Lockhart 

Apt#3, 1 BR/1Bath, 

Rent $725.00 /mo 

+ Deposit, 432-

249-0293 

208 Dolores 

Mountain Trail 

- Ft Davis, 4 BR 

/ 2 Baths, rent 

$1600.00/mo + 

Deposit, 432-249-

0293 

Apartment for 

rent: 1 bed, 1 

bath rental. $600/

month plus 

deposit. Call 432-

249-0569 

201 W. Del Rio, 3 

bedroom, 1 bath 

for rent. 432-837-

3503 

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fi ll night audit. 
Excellent pay and 
benefi ts. Please 
apply in person at 
2607 West High-
way 90. 

Holiday Inn 
Express is seek-
ing dedicated 
employees to fi ll 
morning front 

desk, breakfast 
attendant, and 
housekeeping 
positions. Please 
apply in person at 
2004 East High-
way 90. 

Automotive 
Technician Job 
Opening – Im-
mediate opening 
for an Automotive 
Technician. Some 
experience is re-

quired. Pay based 

on experience. 

Contact Pow-

ers Automotive 

to schedule an 

interview. (432)-

837-3914 

Help Wanted 

apply in person 

at Celebration 

Liquor 704 W. 

Holland. 

I buy cast iron 

skillets please text 

or call 512-963-

7533 

Want to buy old 

Colt pistols and 

old Winchester 

Lever Action rifl es. 

Daytime phone 

#: 432-294-2094. 

Nights/weekends: 

432-364-2234 
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For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• FULL-TIME BOOKKEEPER

 with experience

• ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

• MEDICAL BILLER

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

• PART TIME - MAINTENANCE WORKER,

 PCHS locations

• HOUSEKEEPER- PART TIME

• FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST- Alpine

Now Hiring

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Shipping/Receiving Clerk with NEW PAY RATE 
OF $15.00 per hour to start. Opportunity to earn 
$16.00/per hour upon competent comple� on 
of training. Fast Track to Management

Responsibili� es include loading and 
unloading, forkli�  opera� on, prepara� on 
of shipping documents, verify deliveries, 
maintain warehouse and other general 
du� es.  Requirements: Must be willing to work 
fl exible hours including evenings, weekends 
and holidays, ability to work independently, 
verbal and wri� en communica� on skills, 
working knowledge of computers and forkli�  
experience preferred.  Opportunity to move 
to Supervisor level and pay within the fi rst 6 
months of employment.  Must be able to pass 
a pre-employment drug screen. 

Interested candidates should email or fax 
resume to (432)729-3071 Ext. 607 or texashr@
villagefarms.com, applica� ons are also 
available at Village Farms Security Sta� ons 3 
Miles N. Hwy 17 Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 
17 FT. Davis, TX.  

PART-TIME

Community 

Forward
Trusted since 1891

Locally owned

 704 E Holland Ave, Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

Thank you to these Businesses for 
having Your Local Paper available:

Celebration Liquors

KC's Quickmart

G AUTOMOTIVE

Lost Alaskan RV

AMIGOS
CONVENIENCE

STORE

704 East Holland | Alpine, Texas 79831 | Phone: 432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

Big Bend Resort & Adventures

HIGHLAND DRUG

www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.villagefarms.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.wtnb.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.

432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

Pride Kills

“I’m proud of you!”  We say this to loved ones 

who accomplish something.  Whether it be a 

child who scored a goal or a spouse who earned 

a promotion.  That’s not the pride that kills.  No, 

that phrase goes something more like: “I’m proud 

of me!”  That’s the pride that kills, killing rela-

tionships, opportunities, and your own heart.

“Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit 

before a fall.  Better to be lowly in spirit along 

with the oppressed than to share plunder with the 

proud.” (Proverbs 16:18-19 NIV)

Throughout our lives – especially for Chris-

tians – the most dangerous time is when we are 

successful, and everything seems to be going the 

way we want it to.  That is when the temptation 

of pride strolls up beside us, elevates our impres-

sions of ourselves, and whispers lies of grandeur 

to us.

When someone challenges what we have be-

lieved to be correct for so long, we dig our heels 

in, raise our clenched fi sts, and are ready to die 

for it.  Even if we are proven wrong, we tend to 

think: “When have I been wrong about this?” or 

“It feels good to always be right.”

That’s the pride that kills.

We are the enemies of God when we break His 

Law, which is written on our hearts and revealed 

to us through His Word.  “All have sinned and 

fallen short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23 

ESV).  How could we ever be able to hold our 

pride on our shoulders without breaking our own 

necks in the process?  Without Christ, there is no 

end to our pride; it will only grow.  Pride blinds 

us to our own arrogance, allowing us to butcher 

relationships and opportunities along the way un-

til we have a dead, hardened heart.

But the destructive power that pride holds over 

us is NOT absolute.  Jesus humbled Himself by 

stepping down from His throne in heaven, all to 

die on the cross and rise to new life.  He did this 

to defeat sin, death, and the devil once, and for 

ALL.  Jesus gave His life for you.  He took on 

the penalty for all that you’ve done wrong.  He 

off ers His forgiveness to you.  Those who believe 

and receive it, receive His righteousness.  If you 

reject it, then you will be judged for your pride.

Turn to Him in humility.  “Humble yourselves 

before the Lord, and He will lift you up.” (James 

4:10 NIV).  Daily repent of your sins, especially 

pride, and be grateful that whenever we are weak, 

Christ is strong; and that whenever we are faith-

less, Jesus remains faithful.

May God grant us His gift of humility and 

keep us close to Him, keeping our hearts from 

becoming conceited.  Let’s instead remain lowly, 

always trusting in Christ alone and not ourselves.  

Be careful following your heart; “The heart is 

deceitful above all things, and desperately sick.” 

(Jeremiah 17:9a ESV).  Follow Jesus; His heart is 

always perfect and pure and brings ongoing heal-

ing to our hearts.

Soli Deo Gloria!

BY PHILIP FRANK

Redeemer Lutheran Church

In what activities did you 
participate in high school?
I participated in the band where 
I’ve had loads of fun experiences 
and learned things that I’ll never 
forget. I was also in one act for two 
years which was also really fun.
Who was your favorite teacher/
coach, and why?
Defi nitely Mr. Wilson. He was 
always very kind and helpful 
towards each one of his students, 
and even those who didn’t 
participate in the band. He made 
every single band trip that much 
more fun and memorable. He is 
also really funny and has great 
taste in cars.
What was your favorite 
moment in the last four years?
My favorite moment is really 

many moments. It’s always been 
being with my friends and around 
people that I love. Hanging 
out and having fun, having 
experiences we’ll never forget. 
None of the people I have met I 
will ever forget, and hopefully, I 
can stay in contact with every one 
of them for the rest of my life.
What are your plans after high 
school?
I plan to attend college and get 
degrees in engineering and 
design, where hopefully I can 
use what I’ve learned and apply 
it to designing, manufacturing, 
and selling cars. Hopefully, even 
start a business. And even more, 
hopefully, make advances in 
automotive technology and break 
all kinds of automotive records.

Sponsored bySSS ddd bbb

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union
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Joaquin Esparza

Joaquin Esparza

The Alpine Fightin’ Bucks listen intently to Coach Hardwick as he goes over plays and strategy during 
a recent game.

Photo by Shawn Yorks

Let’s talk strategy

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.mission.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating  

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT 

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

DRUG STORE

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

432�837�3334 OR 432�336�2281  

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BOUNCE HOUSE/PARTY

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435  |  877.493.7862  |  WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

432-284-1184

432-284-9003

Making Your Dream
Making Your Dream

Home Come True
Home Come True

GLASS & MIRROR SERVICES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

���������	��
��
AVP/Escrow Officer

600 W. Dickinson Blvd. | Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-3301

pmcknight@pbabstract.com

R&K JUMPING BALLOONS
PARTY SUPPLIES

WE OFFER:
Party Packages

Tables w/chairs

Hot Dogs Machine

Popcorn Machine

Snow cone Machine 

Cotton Candy Machine

Please Contact:
432.299.1100

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND 

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 727772755

BODY SHOP

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

432-336-3939
301 North Main St. 

Fort Stockton, TX

Alexus Davis
Funeral Director

Tracy Cockrell
Funeral Assistant

Alma Rodriguez
Funeral Assistant

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

TREATING TREATING 

YOURSELF YOURSELF 

TO NEW TO NEW 

CLIENTS?CLIENTS?

WE WE 
HAVEHAVE
YOU YOU 

COVERED!COVERED!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & RESERVE

YOUR SPACE!

PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@fi ndaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo 
HAIR STYLIST

STORAGEREAL ESTATE

TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

www.legacybrokergroup.com | 432-837-3325

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 
432�837�3334 OR 432�336�2281  

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W. 
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

432-837-3334 432-336-2281

432-336-3314 
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE

Limpia Realty
Serving Alpine, Fort Davis, Marfa, Terlingua and the far west Texas area.

(855) 546-7424
www.LimpiaRealty.com

Limpia
Self Storage

Storage units are available now!

609 E Holland

Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 386-9420

SPA

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa, 

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We off er the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.west.com
www.limpiarealty.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com


 

The Big Bend Chil-
dren’s Choir is al-
ways searching for 
new singers to add 
to their numbers. 
Donning Santa hats, 
and singing joyfully 
amongst artifi cial 
snow fl urries, they 
entertained Alpine 
locals with carols 
during the recent 
Christmas parade.

Photo by 

Joh Covington

WHATEVER 
YOU'RE CRAVING, 

WE HAVE YOU 
COVERED!

900 E. Avenue E
Alpine, Texas

Come sing with us

Ensuring your taco enjoyment from here to eternity
Quesabirria tacos

Tacos are a big deal. 
People across the globe 
have added their own 
twist to a corn or flour 
tortilla and called it a 
taco. And while I’m a 
purist and only believe 
tacos come in the form 
of stuff ed corn tortillas, 
some folks may argue that 
logic. They won’t how-
ever argue with just how 
good an order of quesab-
irria tacos is.

Over the years, I have 
eaten a lot of tacos, and 
one can’t really go wrong 
with having them for a 
meal. They’re good any 
time of the day or night 
and you can put any-
thing you can imagine 
inside them. Generally, 
they consist of some type 
of protein, cheese, and 
perhaps lettuce, tomato, 
and onion if so desired, 
or sometimes cabbage in 
place of the lettuce.

So, why are quesabirria 
tacos any better than any 
other type of taco? Well 
frankly, to be honest, I’m 
not exactly sure why they 
are so much better, but 
they are.

Perhaps it’s the slow 
roasting of the meat, 
perhaps it’s the unique 
spices, or perhaps it is all 
of them put together, but 
make no mistake, once 
you’ve had the opportu-

nity to partake of these 
culinary delights, all other 
tacos are unable to com-
pete.

When you order ques-
abirria’s from a restaurant, 
you may think they are 
diffi  cult to make and there 
is no way you could even 
come close to reproducing 
this masterpiece at home. 

But that is where you are 
wrong. These tacos just 
have a few pounds of 
meat, onion, garlic cumin, 
oregano, bay leaves, chili 
powder, a cinnamon stick, 
salt and pepper, and beef 
broth.

The ingredients are 
simple, but they produce 
out-of-this-world fl avor. 
These tacos are the best 
way to bring that shock 
and awe dinner to your 
family table. If you want 
to cut down on cooking 

time, use an electric pres-
sure cooker to shorten the 
roasting time of the meat. 
The pressure cooker will 
also help to tenderize the 
meat and lock in all those 
wonderful spices and fl a-

vors quesabirria tacos are 
famous for. 

When you’re ready for 
some out-of-this-world ta-
cos, look no further than 
this recipe to make every-
one in the family happy.
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Thank you to these 
Businesses for having

Your Local Paper available:

Celebration Liquors

KC's Quickmart

G Automotive

Lost Alaskan RV

AMIGOS
CONVENIENCE

STORE

704 East Holland | Alpine, Texas 79831
Phone: 432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

Big Bend Resort & Adventures

HIGHLAND DRUG

Come in Come in 

and check and check 

out our out our 

daily Drink daily Drink 

Specials and Specials and 

Giveaways!Giveaways!

Live Live 

music this music this 

weekend!weekend!

18YR AND UP

 WELCOMEDby kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Quesabirria Tacos
Photo by Kara Gerbert

Quesabirria tacos
Directions:

Season the cubed 

beef with salt, pepper, 

cumin, oregano, chili 

powder, garlic, onions, 

and bay leaves.

Add just enough beef 

brother or water to cov-

er the meat.

Bring to a boil then 

reduce heat and sim-

mer 2-3 hours until 

beef is very tender.

Remove meat from 

the liquid and shred it 

with two forks. Reserve 

liquid.

Dip tortillas in hot 

beef liquid to soften. 

Fill with shredded beef 

and any other desired 

taco toppings. Option-

ally, dip assembled 

tacos in the beef liq-

uid before serving for 

extra flavor and you 

can also top with fresh 

chopped onion and ci-

lantro for additional 

flavor.

Ingredients:
2 lbs beef chuck roast 
or brisket, cut into 
1-inch cubes.
1 white onion roughly 
chopped.
5 garlic cloves
2 bay leaves
1 tablespoon cumin
1 tablespoon oregano,
1 tablespoon chili pow-
der
1 cinnamon stick
Salt and pepper to 
taste
Beef broth or water
Corn or flour tortillas

www.alpineavalanche.com

