
 

Most spectacularly, 

Ky Hamilton, a former 

Sul Ross State Univer-

sity rodeo team member 

and a native of Mackay, 

Australia, took the lit-

eral “bull by the horns” 

and won it all at this 

year’s Wrangler NFR 

Finals in Las Vegas. Not 

only is he the fi rst Aus-

tralian to win a PRCA 

Bull Riding Champion-

ship, but he also won 

the average, surpass-

ing Stetson Wright’s 

high money total from 

last year by more than 

$3,000, and was the Top 

Gun high money win-

ner, earning more than 

any other competitor at 

this year’s fi nals. 

As he celebrates his 

trifecta win, things 

could have ended much 

diff erently for the cow-

boy. And to say that his 

fourth trip to the NFR 

Finals was full of drama 

for the Aussie would be 

an understatement.

After completing rides 

in the fi rst four rounds 

of the competition, and 

winning rounds one and 

four, Hamilton climbed 

aboard Honeycutt Ro-

deo’s “Bales Hay’s 

MAGA” in round fi ve 

only to be bucked off , 

knocked unconscious, 

and transported out of 

the arena on a stretcher 

headed to University 

Medical Center Trauma 

Center in Las Vegas for 

evaluation. 

Mainstreet in Mara-
thon now boasts a gal-
lery of fine art. The 
V6 Gallery, part of the 
Gage Properties owned 
by J.P. Bryan, will dis-
play fi ne art by local as 
well as other Western 
artists. Many of the of-
ferings on display are 
by artists such as those 
exhibited in the annual 
Trappings of Texas dis-
play at the Museum of 
Big Bend.

“This new fine art 

gallery is dedicated to 
showcasing the capti-
vating beauty of the Big 
Bend region through 
the masterful works of 
esteemed Texas artists,” 
said Carol Peterson, 
general manager of the 
Gage Hotel.

Along with paintings 
by regional artists such 
as Lindy Cook Sever-
ns of Fort Davis and 
Marathon artist E. Dan 
Klepper, there are also 
wildlife sculptures by 
William Carrington. 
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Riding in an antique fi re engine, Alpine City Manager Megan Antrim, Mayor Catherine Eaves, and Ruben Hernandez help 
lead the Christmas Parade down Holland Avenue on Saturday night.

Photo by Joh Covington

Ky Hamilton sits aboard “Alberta Prime Devil’s Advocate” in Round 7 dur-
ing the Wrangler NFR Finals last Wednesday night.

Photo courtesy of Roseanna Sales

Art afi cionados and featured artists alike gathered in the new V6 Fine Art 
Gallery, located on the main street next to the V6 Collection in Marathon 
during its grand opening on December 2. 

Photo by Kara Gerbert

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

The Brewster County 
Commissioners Court 
held its regularly sched-
uled meeting on Tuesday, 
December 12. After a long 
and difficult search, the 
Far West Texas public de-
fender’s offi  ce has found 
a new location for their 
offi  ces. They have signed 
a lease for the building 
located at 206 Avenue E. 
This update comes after 
the commissioner’s court 
had extended their abil-
ity to stay in the county-
owned building at 205 N. 
7th Street until February. 
They are scheduled to 
move into the new loca-
tion on January 8. The of-
fi ce recently celebrated its 
anniversary, as they started 
in a county offi  ce on De-
cember 15, 2017.

James McDermott, 
from the public defend-
er’s offi  ce, said, “We took 
30 cases that day for the 
public defender’s offi  ce, I 
had nothing,

www.fsnf2f.com
www.wtnb.com
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Patricia Renfroe Miller

Patricia Ann Ren-
froe Miller passed away 
peacefully, one month 
after her 91st birthday, 
surrounded by her chil-
dren on December 9, in 
Houston, Texas.  Patricia 
was born on Novem-
ber 9, 1932, in Corpus 
Christi to Lela (Gist) and 
Grover Cleveland Ren-
froe.  The youngest of 
four girls, Patricia grew 
up in “the Valley” and 
graduated from Pearsall 
High School, where she 
was the drum major of 
her high school band and 
was voted “May Queen.”

Patricia attended and 
graduated from Texas 
State College for Women 
(now TWU) in Denton.  
While she was a student 
there, she went on a blind 
date and met “the cutest, 
funniest man she ever 
knew”, Kimball Miller, 
who was a student at 
Texas A&M.  After her 
graduation, in 1952, Pa-
tricia taught school in 
Austin and was a room-
mate of Ann Richards 
(who would become the 
governor of Texas) for a 
year.  Confi dent and with 
a spirit of adventure, 
Patricia accepted a posi-
tion in San Jose, Costa 
Rica to teach English 
at the Lincoln School.  
This experience opened 
up the world for her and 
expanded her love of the 
Spanish language and all 
things Latin. Although 
separated by distance, 
Patricia and Kimball cor-

responded frequently. 
 After returning to the 

United States and settling 
down, she agreed to mar-
ry Kimball who had left 
the Air Force to become 
a commercial pilot for 
Braniff  Airways (Braniff  
International Airline).  
Patricia and Kimball 
married in Austin on 
June 15, 1957. Their hon-
eymoon was a two-week-
long driving adventure in 
an MG convertible trav-
eling to Mexico City and 
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. 
Patricia and Kimball 
lived the jet-set life of 
an airline pilot. Their 
three children, Michele, 
Keesey, and Drew, were 
born while they lived in 
Irving.  After 17 years, 
Kimball retired medi-
cally from Braniff and 
he began a new career in 
Commercial Real Estate 
in Dallas. Far west Texas 
beckoned them to begin 
a completely new life.  In 
1974, the family moved 
to Ft. Davis, where Kim-
ball was born and raised. 
Patricia, once again, be-
gan teaching Junior and 
High School English and 
Spanish.  While teaching 
Spanish, Patricia twice 
took students to Spain 

for six weeks.  She also 
took a group to Chihua-
hua, Mexico. For several 
years, Patricia directed 
students in many suc-
cessful UIL One Act Play 
competitions and other 
literary UIL events for 
many years. Her favorite 
compliment to give those 
in the cast was “That was 
great, now do it again”.  
Along with teaching, and 
being a confirmed bib-
liophile, Patricia opened 
El Cerro Bookstore and 
Antiques.  She special-
ized in Southwestern and 
Texana books, fi ne jewel-
ry, and antique furniture, 
especially early Menno-
nite pieces from Mexi-
co. Patricia was a faith-
ful member of the First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Fort Davis for almost 
50 years.  After selling 
the bookstore, Patricia 
retired from teaching in 
1994.  Her retirement 
enabled her and Kim-
ball to travel more. Both 
thoroughly enjoyed hav-
ing their grandchildren 
visit them in Fort Davis 
every summer.   Patricia 
and Kimball visited both 
their sons in Germany, 
many times, and in Ita-
ly. Patricia was a proud 
member and former Re-
gent of the Paisano chap-
ter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution 
(DAR), the Daughters 
of the Republic of Tex-
as (DRT), and a board 
member of Casa Hogar 
Orphanage in Ojinaga. 
For many years Patricia 

was also a member of the 
West of the Pecos Cattle-
women.  Patricia was an 
amazing example of per-
severance, grace, faith, 
and love of family.  The 
greatest gift she gave her 
children was the gift of 
each other.

Patricia was preceded 
in death by Kimball, her 
husband of 64 years, her 
parents, and her three 
sisters, Geraldine (Dot-
tie)Martin, Eva Renfroe 
Thomas (BF), and June 
Renfroe McIntrye (Bill).  
She is survived by her 
three children, nine 
grandchildren, and eight 
great-grandchildren. 
Daughter, Patricia Mi-
chele Miller Browning 
(Brad) and their children 
Ben (Amber), Whitney 
(Michael Repking), and 
Sarah (Bryan Parker); 
son Keesey Renfroe 
Miller (Sandra) and their 
children Annika, Stella, 
and Faith; son Andrew 
Kimball Miller (Heidi) 
and their children Ren, 
Kate, and Ada. Great-
grandchildren include 
Everett Browning, Wil-
liam, Madelyn, Lila and 
Henry Repking, Oli-
ver, Charlie and Emily 
Parker. Patricia is also 
survived by two nieces, 
a nephew, numerous 
“Renfroe” great nieces 
and nephews, and many 
Miller cousins.

Patricia and Kimball 
were only able to remain 
in their home for the 
last fi ve years with sup-
port directed by a former 

student and friend, Syl-
vestra Salcido, and her 
family, Ruby and Lety 
Salcido, Adel Ramos, 
and more recently Erica 
Barragan.  Loving medi-
cal care was provided by 
Dr. James Lueke.  Many 
Miller cousins visited her 
frequently. Being home 
in Fort Davis provided 
comfort in a way that 
nowhere else could have. 
Many thanks to all of 
you and the community 
of Fort Davis!

A memorial service 
and burial will take place 

at 1:30 p.m., March 16, 
2024, at the First Pres-
byterian Church in Fort 
Davis with interment to 
follow at Hillcrest Cem-
etery.  In lieu of fl owers, 
please consider making a 
donation to Casa Hogar 
Orphanage in Ojinaga, 
Mexico (P.O.Box 305, 
Alpine, TX 79831), the 
Fort Davis Higher Edu-
cation Foundation(PO 
Box 1339, Fort Davis, 
Texas 79734), or the Par-
kinson’s Foundation( 200 
SE 1st Street, Suite 800, 
Miami, Florida 33131).

OBITUARIES

In partnership with the 
Marathon Public Library, 
Marathon ISD, and the 
Missoula Children’s The-
atre they brought a theatre 
production to the small 
community. Students 
from the local school 

auditioned for parts in 

the stage production, re-

hearsed, and even partici-

pated in acting workshops 

to prepare for the commu-

nity performance.

“Marathon Public Li-

brary was excited to 

bring back Missoula 

Children’s Theatre for a 

seventh tour to our com-
munity. Without this 
program, the students in 
our community would 
not have the opportunity 
to experience perform-
ing arts. We are grate-
ful to Marathon ISD for 
being accommodating 
with their school week 
allowing every student 
to participate in this life-
changing program,” said 
Erin Albright, Marathon 
Public Library board 
president.

The Missoula Chil-
dren’s Theatre allows 
students from kindergar-
ten through 12th grade to 
participate in and experi-
ence the performing arts.

The production was 
titled “Betty Lou and the 
Country Beast” which 

is a country western ad-
aptation of Beauty and 
the Beast. Local stu-
dents took on the roles 
of their characters all 
while building life skills 
that included teamwork, 
confi dence building, and 
eff ective communication. 
Funding for the program 
was made possible by 
the Union Pacifi c Foun-
dation.

Performing arts comes to Marathon
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Children from Marathon participate in the Mis-
soula Children’s Theatre in a production entitled 
“Beauty Lou and the Country Beast.”
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600 E. DICKINSON BLVD | FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735 | 432-360-5027

From our Family to Yours:
We want to Wish You a Merry Christmas 

and a
 Happy New Year.

Bi� and Denna 
Parham

NOW offering Concrete at

$130 YARD 
from our Alpine Plant

MATER IALSMATER IALS
B I G  B E N DB I G  B E N D

1" ROCK  |  3/8 PEA GRAVEL
CONCRETE SAND

432-837-4180
2801 E HWY 90|  Alpine

READY MIX CONCRETE  |  SAND  
ROCK  |  FINISH

16351 FM 170  | Presidio

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Greg and Valynda Henington

J. Franklin

Jennifer Rowles

Jonah Sandoval

Paula Wilson and Lonnie Rodriquez

Jane and Nelson Sager

Salon Americana

Teresa Peck

Charles Weinacht

www.sunshinehousealpine.com


 

Christmas time is com-
mercialized as a time of 
happiness and good cheer, 
but for an animal shelter, 
and those four-legged 
souls who are stuck there 
that is not always the case. 
The holidays, and De-
cember in particular see 
shelters across the country 
extra full of dogs and cats 
in need of a loving, forever 
home, and you can make 
their dream of a perma-
nent home come true for 
half price. 

The Alpine Animal 
Shelter offers adoptions 
of cats and dogs at a nor-
mal price of $100 per 
animal. This adoption 
cost includes a spayed or 
neutered animal, all vac-
cinations, a microchip, 
heartworm testing for 
dogs, and feline leukemia 
testing for cats. For any-
one who wants to make 
a diff erence in a pet’s life 
this December, the Alpine 
shelter is off ering adop-
tions at half price through 
December 31. 

The local shelter sees 
on average throughout 
a calendar year about a 

50% split between animal 
adoptions and transports 
but would like to see more 
adoptions. “We do a lot of 
work with Grand Com-
panions in Fort Davis, and 
we’ve transported animals 
to rescue facilities in Ore-
gon and Seattle, but these 

aren’t always an option. It 

is diffi  cult to fi nd people to 

transport animals and it’s 

expensive,” said Jennifer 

Stewart, Animal Services 
Supervisor for the City of 
Alpine. 

Stewart said that during 
the holidays shelters are 
usually shorthanded, so 
that makes the adoption of 
an animal better for all in-
volved at this time. “Holi-
days are hard on those 
who work in the shelters 
as they usually end up do-
ing double the work be-
cause there are fewer peo-
ple to help out since there 
are usually more animals 
at this time of year stuck 
in shelters. It not only be-
comes additional work but 
it’s heartbreaking to see 
these animals not be able 
to spend time with a lov-
ing family.” 

“An adoption can ful-
fi ll the need of one less 
animal in a shelter and 
that animal gains the 
benefi t of a loving forev-
er home. There is no bet-
ter time than right now 
to adopt a pet. Make 
your and your new pet’s 
holiday wishes come 
true.”
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MAY YOUR SEASON BE FULL OF WARMTH AND HAPPINESS.

Chapters, Cheers,Chapters, Cheers,
and Cookies!  

Friday, December 22

Wrap It Up
Your last full shopping day before 

Christmas. 
CLOSED Christmas Eve & Day 

121 E Holland Ave | Alpine  | 432.837.3360
www.frontstreetbooks.comwww.frontstreetbooks.com

FREEgift wrapping

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor 

Forever homes for half price

Davis Mountains 
State Park (DMSP), 
located just northwest 
of Fort Davis is under 
the new leadership of 
Diego Aragon, who is 
the new park superin-
tendent. Aragon, previ-
ously at Choke Canyon 
State Park took over on 
October 1. 

In the last few years, 
DMSP has been under-
going renovations in 
several areas, most no-
tably the Indian Lodge 
and Black Bear Res-
taurant. The lodge itself 
is a full-service hotel 
boasting 39 rooms as 
well as a meeting room. 
The lodge also has a 
pool, while the restau-
rant was open for lim-
ited hours.   As part of 
the ongoing upgrades 
and renovations, re-
cruitment and hiring 
are at the top of the list 
for Aragon. “There are 
several positions cur-
rently open at the res-
taurant and the lodge 
and both will soon be 
fully operational, with 
the restaurant providing 
full-service dining for 
all meals,” Aragon said.  

Aragon feels that 
these improvements to 
lodging and dining will 
improve visitation to 
the park.  

“With our upgrades 
and hiring new staff, 
these eff orts and strate-
gies I feel will greatly 
improve visitation. Our 
goal of having consis-
tent, full lodging and 
dining availability with-
out having to minimize 
operations due to lack 
of staff  will be an asset,” 
Aragon added. 

Aragon says that the 
best thing about work-
ing at DMSP so far is 
the staff . “The staff  here 
is great. They have wel-
comed me wholeheart-
edly,” Aragon replied. 

Although renovations 
are still currently ongo-
ing, the park is still open 
to camping, hiking, and 
mountain biking. It is 
also an excellent bird-
ing site and also allows 
for horseback riding, 
with 11 miles of trails 
designated for the avid 
equestrian. 

The Indian Lodge and 
the Black Bear Restau-
rant are scheduled to be 
reopened sometime in 
January 2024.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor 

Davis Mountains 

State Park under 

new leadership

“Buddah”, the mascot for the Alpine Animal Shel-
ter glares approval at the camera as Charles Fox 
holds “Boba” and Vanessa Soto holds “Greenly”  
as they pose in front of the Christmas tree at the 
Alpine Animal Shelter. “Boba” and “Greenly” are 
anxiously awaiting adoption into a new forever 
home.

Visitors from Christ-
mas past walked the 

main street in Fort Da-
vis during their Christ-

mas Parade recently. 
The Union soldiers in 

their warm wool coats 
passed out tiny wagons 

from the fort.

Photo by Joh Covington

Christmas 

Past

The Paisano Chapter 
of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
(DAR) recently donated 
food and other items to 
the Sul Ross Lobo Pan-
try as part of one of its 
many service projects. 
Items from the Lobo 
Pantry are distributed to 
students with food inse-
curity. 

Items such as canned 
goods, instant soup, 
peanut butter, and mon-

etary donations were 
presented recently to 
Katy Williams, the di-
rector of Civic Engage-
ment Assistance at Sul 
Ross. A junior member 
of DAR from the Paisa-
no Chapter, Muriel Cot-
man presented the dona-
tions. Cotman graduated 
last week from Sul Ross 
as a music major. 

The DAR is a non-
profi t and non-political 
women’s organization 
that focuses on historic 
preservation, education, 
and patriotism.

Katy Williams accepts a check from Muriel Cotman 
as part of a donation to the Sul Ross Lobo Pantry 
from the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Paisano Chapter.

Paisano Chapter of the DAR donates to the Lobo Pantry
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor 

Big Bend National Park 
announced last Wednes-
day that a new concession 
service has been selected 
to serve visitors for lodg-
ing, food and beverages, 
fuel, retail, the RV parks, 
and other visitor services. 
A new 15-year contract 
was signed with Casa 
Grande Hospitality, LLC, 
a subsidiary of Aramark. 
Services from the conces-
sion servicer will begin 

July 1, 2024. Aramark, the 
incumbent operator has 
provided services for Big 
Bend since it purchased 
Forever Resorts in 2022.

Acting Park Superin-
tendent Kendell Thomp-
son said, “We look for-
ward to a successful 
relationship with Casa 
Grande Hospitality. They 
are a critical partner with 
the National Park Service 
in providing essential 
amenities for our half-
million annual visitors.” 

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor 

National Park announces 

concession services

Earlier in the year, 
the Alpine Independent 
School District (AISD) 
received a $70,000 grant 
from the Permian Basin 
Area Foundation to be 
used towards technology 
for the district. This grant 
funding, when added 
to district instructional 

material funds, allowed 
AISD to purchase new 
laptops for every teacher, 
counselor, and attendance 
clerk in the district. 

These new laptops re-
place the current laptops 
that are six or more years 
old and are constantly 
being updated and re-
furbished and were pre-
sented to the teachers 
and staff  on December 8.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor 

AISD grant supplies teachers with 

new technology

www.frontstreetbooks.com
www.transpecos.bank


 

As the sun sets on 
another year at Sul 
Ross State Univer-
sity, I am fi lled with 
pride and gratitude 
for the incredible 
achievements and 
transformative ex-
periences that have 
characterized our 
campus community. 
Reflecting on the 
past year, and indeed the last 
18 months since I arrived, I 
fi nd myself compelled to cel-
ebrate the remarkable mile-
stones that have defi ned our 
journey at SRSU.

In the face of challenges, 
our students, faculty, and staff  
continue to exhibit remarkable 
determination, adapting swift-
ly to the evolving landscape of 
education. Whether in-person 
or through virtual means, our 
commitment to student suc-
cess has remained steadfast.

If you’ve not read our mis-
sion statement, or it’s been a 
while since you’ve heard it, 
I want to remind you: “Sul 
Ross State University offers 

life-changing oppor-
tunities by delivering 
quality undergradu-
ate and graduate 
education. We foster 
critical thinking, cre-
ativity, diversity, and 
research, empower-
ing our students to 
excel beyond the 
frontiers of what is 
possible. We are a 

Hispanic-serving public in-
stitution for the residents of 
the U.S./Mexico borderlands, 
Southwest Texas region, and 
beyond.”

There are three phrases in 
our mission statement that of-
ten stand out.

“Life-changing.” We off er a 
future to our students that they 
and their families may never 
even have imagined. Many of 
them come from low-income 
families and are the first to 
ever attend college or even 
travel so far from home. They 
come to Sul Ross and fi nd that 
they have a chance to change 
the trajectory of their lives 
and build something that will 

last for generations.
“Empowering.” When our 

students recognize that the 
power to succeed lies within 
them, and always has, it is a 
sight to behold. When they 
fi nd their light and understand 
the power of a solid educa-
tion and a university degree, 
and what it means in their 
own lives, it is inspiring, and 
a powerful reminder of what 
Sul Ross means to so many 
people.

“Beyond the frontiers.” We 
call ourselves “The Frontier 
University of Texas” not only 
because of our location but 
because of what it means to 
believe in possibilities. It’s a 
great big world out there and 
the opportunities for our grad-
uates are vast, even if they’re 
unknown. Sul Ross State is an 
institution for what is know-
able and we’re here to provide 
a solid foundation, a place for 
lift-off . 

Our faculty and staff  contin-
ue to lead by example through 
unwavering support for our 
students. Their dedication to 

mentoring and guiding the 
next generation of leaders has 
been instrumental in shaping 
a transformative educational 
experience at SRSU.

Beyond the confi nes of the 
classroom, our campus has 
been a hub of creativity and 
collaboration. Our students 
have excelled in various ex-
tracurricular activities, show-
casing their talents in athletics, 
arts, and community service. 

None of these accomplish-
ments would have been pos-
sible without the dedication 
of every member of the SRSU 
family—students, faculty, 
staff , alumni, and supporters. 
Together, we have navigated 
challenges, celebrated victo-
ries, and emerged stronger and 
more united than ever before.

I extend my heartfelt appre-
ciation to everyone who has 
contributed to making 2023 
a resounding success. As we 
continue our journey of excel-
lence, let us remain steadfast 
in our commitment to learn-
ing, growth, and the pursuit of 
knowledge.
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Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Which of these would be the 

hardest to live without?

-Music

-Your phone

-TV/Streaming

-Your vehicle

-Restaurants

A mission statement purposely applied

“A sister is someone who 
knows everything about you and 
loves you anyway.”

— Author unknown 

It was just a few days ago.
November 14. 11:04 p.m. 

“Ding.” A late-night text.
My bedtime routine is … 

well, routine. With the best of 
intentions, I plan to be sound 
asleep by 10:00. When around 
11:00, I’m reading, cleaning 
house, or sometimes simply 
struggling to improve my guitar 
skills, I know I will be midnight 
getting in bed. Again.

Only one person texts me that 
late. My baby sister, Sylvia. 

“What are you doing,” her 
message inquired. That’s her 
cue for me to call. Sylvia already 
knows I’m reading, cleaning the 
house, or struggling to improve 
my guitar skills.

“Hello,” she always said with 
that melodic tone of voice. Her 
clocks were chiming in the 
background. She had a wall of 
them. Some on tables. Some on 
shelves. They made her happy. 
Most days, Sylvia was a happy 
camper any time of the day. Es-
pecially if she’d been working 
on crossword puzzles or making 
something good to eat. “Made 
some of mom’s pimento cheese 
today. You should be here.”

Thinking about eating any-
thing my youngest sister pre-
pared in her kitchen made me 
wish I were there. Mom’s pi-
mento cheese. Kentucky Snap-
py Cheese. A cheese sandwich. 
Anything. 

November 16. 3:26 
p.m. “Ding.”

“I had a Reuben at 
the Anvil.” 

“I’m jealous,” I re-
plied. “So, you went 
to Pittsburg today? 
Are you moved in at 
Mount Pleasant?”

Sylvia was in the 
middle of a move 
from Longview, her home for 
the last 30 years or so. She 
was moving to Mount Pleasant 
where my sisters and I grew up 
and graduated from high school. 
I’m the oldest, Sylvia; the 
youngest. Leslie fi ts somewhere 
there in the middle. 

Mom always said she didn’t 
feel old until all of her children 
were in their 40s. When Sylvia 
turned 70 earlier this year, I won-
dered how Mom might have felt 
when all of her children were in 
their 70s. We lost Mom on De-
cember 10, thirteen years ago.

“Not yet” Sylvia responded 
about the move. “It will be a 
slow process.” 

My sisters and I talked fre-
quently at times, and infrequent-
ly at others. Sometimes about 
nothing in particular, others 
about specifi c problems. I was 
lucky. I could confi de in both of 
them, confessing my fears and 
concerns. They knew everything 
about me and loved me anyway. 

And they were always com-
passionate. Leslie is typically 
quick to off er, “It will be OK. 
Everything will work out.” Syl-
via was equally encouraging 
with words like, “Well, that was 

dumb, Bubba. So, 
how’s that working 
for you?” But she said 
it with love.

Anytime Sylvia 
and I weren’t solv-
ing a crisis, we talked 
about food.

November 25. 4:34 
p.m. “Ding.” 

“Eating at Nicky’s 
in Bossier City.” A picture of the 
sign followed.

“Great place,” I replied. The 
food is still just as good as when 
we ate there many years ago 
with Joe and Mary Greene.”

November 19. 10:36 p.m. 
“Ding.” 

“Can you call me when you 
get a minute?”

“What’s up,” I asked. 
“Are you still coming for 

Thanksgiving?
“Yes. What do you need me to 

bring?”
“Just a dessert.”
Thanksgiving at her house this 

year was small. Just me, Sylvia, 
her daughter Diana, and grand-
son Aiden. Aldridge gatherings 
that once numbered a dozen, 
15, or 20 are smaller now. Kids 
grow up and move away. Older 
generations might not be able to 
attend. Sometimes, it’s another 
family member’s name in the 
family Bible with that second 
date added after the dash.

We all talked and ate. Diana 
and Aiden left for another round 
of Thanksgiving at someone 
else’s house, and we talked some 
more. Just Sylvia and me. Set-
tling on the couch and talking is 

usually all I’m suitable for after 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

Her clocks had struck two 
when we started. I left just before 
they chimed six. “That’s as long 
as we’ve talked in a long time,” 
she said. “It was nice,” I agreed. 
“Let’s do it again. Soon.”

December 13. 4:04 p.m. 
“Ding.” It wasn’t late. There 
was no small talk. No questions. 
One message. “In the ER.” We 
exchanged short messages until 
she wrote, “They are keeping 
me overnight,” adding that tests 
found nothing other than “abnor-
mal bloodwork.” Whatever that 
means. 

“Keep us updated,” I re-
sponded. “Let me know if there 
is anything I can come up there 
and do. I’m not that far away. 
Love you!!!”

“Thanks,” she replied.
The phone call came early 

the next morning. One of those 
you know when it rings — you 
just know. Good news seldom 
comes that early.

Sylvia Anne Aldridge Crooks’ 
life spanned 70 years, six 
months, and 23 days before she 
became the most recent name in 
the family Bible with that second 
date added after the dash.

It was just a few days ago. My 
phone has fallen silent after 10. 
No clocks chiming. And we will 
have to wait for that next talk we 
were going to have. 

Sisters are the best. I love 
how they’ve always known 
everything about me. And how 
they’ve loved me anyway.

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

Only one person texts me that late

Jeff  Davis County 

potluck a success
Our potluck holiday special 

at Dedie Taylor’s house was a 
huge success. We celebrated 
what all our members have 
accomplished this past year, 
and our members brought 

with them to the party an as-

tonishing amount of pasta 

and other food to contribute 

to our Food Pantry Drive 

for Jeff Davis County. Cal-

vin Glover, our Democratic 

County Chair, thanked every-

one for their support and con-

tributions this past year. Vicki 

Gibson brought her fl iers with 

detailed information on the 

tireless work of our wonder-

ful Jeff  Davis Country Food 

Pantry and updated us on 

their continued eff orts to feed 

our community. Finally, a list 

of our party’s year-long ac-

complishments was prepared 

by Beth Francell and was dis-

tributed as we discussed our 

accomplishments and talked 

about our plans for 2024.

Roy Morey

Fort Davis, Texas

DR. CARLOS 
 HERNANDEZ
Sul Ross president

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com


 

Kevin Franks: Outside, 
honestly, I just liked 
to pick a spot outside, 

really anywhere, and 
enjoy the good weather. 
Which, for me, was any 
time it wasn’t windy. I 
needed to take a pause 
every now and then, 
away from school 
thoughts and people 
and the campus was 
really pretty. Bonus 
points if you remember 
a blanket to sit on the 
grass.

Reine Conrad: During 
my undergraduate, my 
favorite place to sit and 
just hang out with my 
friends was outside 
of the Meat lab under 
the big pecan tree. 
We would stand there 

talking and laughing 
for HOURS aft er we 
were done working. 
Th at area is fi lled with 
happy memories for 
me. During graduate 
school, the garden on 
the backside of the 
biology building was 
my special escape. 
Aft er studying for my 
graduate exam or being 
trapped down in the 
museum collections 
for hours I loved to 
sit on the rock walls 
surrounding the garden 
to watch the bees.
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Our Avalanche 

reporter asked, 

“When you were 

attending Sul 

Ross, what was 

your favorite spot 

on campus? ”

Heard 
on the

STREET

Daniel Price: I always 
liked those pods in the 
library. I get distracted 

so easily and when 
I’m in there my brain 
just knows it’s time to 

focus and pay attention 
and get all of those late 

assignments done!

Victoria Rios: My 
favorite spot on campus 

whether with friends 
or if I just needed quiet 
time was the ceramics 

building. Th at was home.

Amanda Eastwood:

Th e third fl oor of 
the library. It was 

quiet and the view is 
amazing.

Santa saddled up his cow pony Saturday night and made an appearance at 
the City of Alpine’s annual Christmas Parade.

Photo by Joh Covington

Santa saddles up

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

1st MONTHRENT FREE

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

Need help with 
your balance  

This Christmas?

Alpine Community 
Credit Union 

Is now offering

Holiday Loans 
for the holiday season. 

Amounts of up to 

$1,200
for qualifying members.

Great rates

Flexible terms

Fast answers

Come by and see if we can 

fulfill you holiday needs.*
*Restriction may apply.

Alpine CommunityAlpine Community
Credit UnionCredit Union

111 N 2nd St,

Alpine, TX

(432) 837-5156

PET OF THE WEEK

Send your community events to 
kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Dec. 19-21 Live Nativity, 7 
p.m. each evening at Kokernot 
Lodge. Refreshments will be served 
each evening and anyone wishing 
to participate is welcome to come 
between 6-6:15 p.m. to get their 
costume and instructions. Lawn 
chairs and blankets are recom-
mended.

Jan. 1 Black-eyed Pea Off,
2 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Terlingua 
Ghostown porch. Entry fees are $10 
with peas due promptly at 2 p.m. 
Anyone may partake of a bowl of 
peas to usher in “good luck” for the 
new year for $10, and it comes with 
a bowl and spoon along with corn-
bread until it is gone. All proceeds 
benefi t the Terlingua school gradu-
ation scholarships.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 E. 
Lockhart Ave. Schedules are avail-
able on the front door. For more 
information, call 915-562-4081 or 
aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting,
noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-
ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second Mon-

day each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave. Dinner provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. Sul 
Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine 
City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
101 W. Ave E. Weekly running club 
to walk/run 1-3 miles. Meet at the 
Amigo garage and fi nish at Amigo. 
Call 432-837-4012 for more infor-
mation.

Big Bend Amateur Radio 
Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 
Tuesday each month, Frontier Ma-
sonic Lodge #766, 2300 Highway 
118 North.

Big Bend Community Cho-
rale rehearsals on Monday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. in the Sul Ross Fine 
Arts Building, Room 200. All are 
welcome, but fi rst contact Andrew 
Alegria at Andrew.alegria@sulross.
edu, call 432-837-8216, or visit bbc-

chorale.wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Celebrate Recovery, at Big 

Bend Cowboy Church on Monday 

evenings 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For more 

information contact CW at 432-386-

3628 or Stacey at 432-386-2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine 

Public Library by appointment only, 

805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public 

Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-

2621 to make an appointment.  

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public 

Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-

2621 to make an appointment.  

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, noon, 

Wednesdays at the Sul Ross Univer-

sity Center, room 210   

Late Night Game Night, 9 

p.m. to 11 p.m. every Thursday 

night at Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

See more at alpineavalanche.

com.

Alpine Humane So-

ciety Pet of the Week is 

Juno. This beautiful girl 

came into the shelter with 

a litter of eight puppies, 

apparently abandoned. 

She was a great mom and 

so deserving of a new 

place to call home where 

she could be loved. Now, 

she is spayed and ready 

to live her new life as 

a great companion to a 

family.

Could that be your 

family? She has posed 

with her finest Christ-

mas look as she eagerly 

awaits adoption. Stop 

by the Shelter and con-

sider making her holiday 

dreams come true.

Need holiday décor or 

supplies? The Alpine Hu-

mane Society Thrift Store 

and Cattery may have 

just what you need at the 

best prices in town. Thrift 

shopping is good for the 

planet and your wallet!

Pet promotions are 

courtesy of the Alpine 

Humane Society. Alpine 

Animal Services handles 

pet adoptions at the city 

shelter, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

and 2 to 6 p.m. Monday 

through Friday at 2900 E. 
Old Marathon Highway. 
For information about 
shelter pet adoptions, 
cremation services, or 
lost/found pets, call the 
Shelter at 432-837-9030.

The Alpine Humane 
Society Thrift Store and 
Cattery is at 706 N. 5th 
Street in Alpine, open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday. 
The Pet Pantry is at 600 
N. 5th Street. The AHS 
Helpline is 432-837-
2532. To view adoptable 
pets, visit PetFinder.com 
or www.alpinehumane-
society.org, and check 
us out on Facebook and 
Instagram.

Follow us on Facebook 

www.aa-intergroup.org
www.petfinder.com
www.society.org
www.chorale.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.alpineretirementhomes.com


 

no secretary, no staff , no 
furniture, and no other 
lawyers, I did have one 
thing and that was the 
building, thanks to Brew-
ster County.” Accord-
ing to McDermott, their 
business model has been 
replicated in other coun-
ties in the state.

Next, Brewster County 
Judge Greg Henington 
shared with the court that 
the recent auction that 
sold several old trailers 
brought the county ap-
proximately $11,600. He 
also thanked all the vol-
unteers for the successful 
Christmas tree lighting 
that occurred earlier this 
month on the courthouse 
lawn.

Henington also updat-

ed the court on the status 
of the clean-up project 
of the county fi les. Many 
boxes are scheduled to 
be moved and organized 
starting January 22.

The court approved 
increasing the budget 
for their project list, for 
the Alpine Emergency 
Services shade structure 
for their vehicles and 
trailers, from $30,000 to 
$41,000. This increase is 
for concrete and materi-
als.

The county budget 
was also updated to re-
fl ect the cost of the new 
audit task force. This 
was a line-item transfer 
of $50,000 to a non-
departmental section for 
use and oversight of the 
task force spending. At 

the previous meeting, 
the court approved hiring 
Patty Roach and Malinda 
Richardson for the audit 
task force.

During this meeting, 
the court also approved 
appointing Henington 
as a co-investment offi  -
cer for the county. Hen-
ington has served as an 
investment offi  cer for a 
hospital district in the 
past and will be a co-of-
fi cer with Julie Morton, 
the county treasurer. This 
item was approved with 
the stipulation of pend-
ing bond requirements 
that may alter his allow-
ance to serve.

The Brewster County 
clerk’s office also pre-
sented a property alert 
contract proposal for the 

county with GovOS. This 
is a software tool that 
will be free to the public, 
allowing them to regis-
ter their land and be no-
tifi ed if anything is fi led 
regarding their property. 
The proposed contract 
was for three years, with 
a 4% increase each year, 
however, the court nego-
tiated the contract for a 
year of probationary pe-
riod for $1,200.

The 2024 fee schedule 
was also edited during 
this meeting. The sched-
ule will now refl ect up-
dates that Senate Bill 
1612 made, which re-
pealed some local gov-
ernment codes. There 
will no longer be a dollar 
service fi ling fee. Also, 
the county was charg-

ing $55 for fi ling plats. 
Now, that has increased 
to about $95. The clerk’s 
office is hoping to ac-
quire a scanner to up-
load new plats to avoid 
the $200 cost of sending 
them out.

The Childcare Invest-
ment Partnership Dona-
tion Agreement was also 
approved. This agree-
ment is a part of the 
commissioner’s court 
project approval for the 
establishment of a child-
care facility, operated by 
the Alpine Independent 
School District. Funds 
given by the county will 
allow the facility to qual-
ify to apply for several 
grants.

Stephanie Elmore, 
Brewster County Emer-

gency Management Co-

ordinator presented her 

general report to com-

missioners. The burn 

ban has been renewed 

for another 45 days and 

the court approved the 

December fi reworks or-

der that Elmore brought 

forward which prohibits 

fireworks classified as 

“skyrockets with sticks” 

and “missiles with fi ns” 

within Brewster County. 

The next commis-

sioner’s court that was 

scheduled for December 

26 has been canceled due 

to lack of quorum and 

has been rescheduled for 

Tuesday, January 9.

Also, on display are 
works by Noe Perez, Mar-
shall Harris, Bob Stuth-
Wade, and Jeri Salter.

Stuth-Wade depicts 
staggering, often rug-
ged landscapes, many 
of these highlighting the 
Big Bend and its famous 
geology, and Salter, now 
residing in the Austin 
area, off ers a softer side 
of the Texas landscape, 
having moved from oils 
to pastels as her favorite 
medium.

Perez depicts contem-
porary landscape scenes 
across Texas such as the 

majestic Texas long-
horns and the ever-abun-
dant prickly pear cactus 
while Harris, a native of 
San Antonio now living 
in Fort Worth, creates 
stunning, large-scale, 
graphite drawings of 
western saddles.  

“I’m honored and ex-
cited to show my work 
at the new V6 Gallery 
in Marathon with an as-
sortment of outstanding 
western-themed artists 
both local and not so 
much. My association 
with the Gage Hotel be-
gan when I discovered a 

beautiful Western saddle 
in the lobby of the hotel 
back in 2011. This sad-
dle is part of J.P. Bryan’s 
collection, and the work 
“Midnight Cowboy” be-
came one of my three 
saddle portraits exhibited 
today in this wonderful 
group show. The exhibi-
tion curated by Carol Pe-
terson, brought my work 
full circle with the Gage 
organization and I’m so 
very pleased to have been 
included in this exhibi-
tion,” Harris stated.

The collection was spe-
cially curated to display 

original paintings, pho-
tography, and sculptures 
focusing on the breath-
taking landscapes and 
cultural heritage of the 
region. 

Peterson added, “These 
works off er a unique and 
mesmerizing interpreta-
tion of the Big Bend, and 
the featured artists cel-
ebrate the timeless beau-
ty of the area with their 
stunning works of art.”

The V6 is open daily, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday through Thurs-
day and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday.

Want more information?
Visit https://frontiercasa.org

Become a CASA Volunteer

Volunteers Needed

Trailer Sales, 
Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 
& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio • Marfa
432.729.4306 • 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com
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COURT • FROM 1

ART • FROM 1

HAMILTON • FROM 1

Hamilton was diag-
nosed with a concus-
sion, a bruised lung, and 
a broken rib, and ac-
cording to reports from 
Justin Sports Medicine’s 
Dr. Tandy Freeman, 
Hamilton would not be 
returning for the round 
six matinee performance 
scheduled for the next 
day. 

Until he climbed over 
the back of those yellow 
chutes at the Thomas 
and Mack that morning 
and rode Sankey Pro Ro-
deo and Phenom Genet-

ics’ “Love the Grind’s 
Bouchon” to split third 
place with an 85.5 ride. 

And in an even more 
astounding and unbe-
lievable performance, 
he would claim a round 
seven victory, being the 
only bull rider to cover 
his bull in the eliminator 
pen, with an 88-point 
ride aboard Duane Kes-
sler’s “Alberta Prime 
Devil’s Advocate,” net-
ting the bull rider a 
$99,053 payday. When 
added to his round six 
money from earlier 

that morning, Hamilton 
earned $114,654 in 16 
seconds. Not bad for a 
day at the offi  ce.

Grit and determina-
tion were the keywords 
for Hamilton during 
this past week, as both 
of those words describe 
what could possibly be 
the only way for the 
23-year-old to end a 
night unconscious and 
be back to business as 
usual the next morn-
ing in one of the most 
dangerous sports in the 
world.

“We knew what Ky 
was capable of when he 
was on the team at Sul 
Ross. Everyone else is 
now getting to see how 
special his talents are,” 
said C.J. Aragon, Sul 
Ross rodeo coach.

This year’s Wrangler 
National Finals will be 
one for the record books 
and what an amazing end 
to the year for a young 
Australian cowboy who 
showed the world what 
it means to “Ride for the 
Brand.”

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

Santa visits Murphy Street

Santa visited with kids and posed for photos recently during the Historic 
Murphy Street’s Feliz Navidad event. 

Photo by Joh Covington

www.marfainsurance.com
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
www.avalanche.com
https://frontiercasa.org
www.bigbend.com/holidaygiveaway
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TEXAS

CROSSWORD
by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  gauge to check

      rpm on Santa’s     

      reindeer?

  5  ____ Stanley         

      Gardner was an 

      honorary TX Ranger

  6  day when “nice” 

      TX youngsters get

      presents (abbr.)

  7  largest continent

  8  TX “Mr. Sam” who 

      was speaker of 

      U.S. House (init.)

  9  Texas-born Gene

      Autry wrote “Here

      Comes _____ Claus”

14  TXism: “changes 

      his mind as often

      __  __ does his

      socks”

18  holiday garland

20  Texas government

      building

22  holiday greenery

      or Texas rock-’n-

      roller Buddy

23  help Santa’s helper

      (2 wds.)

24  Santa’s elves work

      behind-___-______

29  TX Bobby who co-

      founded the “Black

      Panthers”

30  “you need to __ 

      _____ that baby!”

31  TXism for

      “Scrooge”: “____fl int”

32  this Philbin was like 

      Santa Claus on

      “Millionaire” show

33  “Star Wars” missile

      defense system

      (abbr.)

  1  TX Tanya song

      about Texas (4 wds.)

  2  moonwalker Neil and

      Cowboy Dorance

  3  TX-born Gen. _____  

      ___ Chennault       

      founded the 

      “Flying Tigers”

  4  TXism: “___  _ few    

      bricks shy of a load”

  9  pig’s place

10  _  _ Belo founded

      The Dallas Morning

      News

34  “plastic money” gets  

      ____ a lot at Christmas

35  yuletide log chopper

36  pack clothes in this

      for a holiday trip

42  there’s little of this in- 

      difference at Christmas

47  what kids do on Christ-

      mas morning (3 wds.)

49  provoked mockingly

50  need a stand to ____  

      up a Christmas tree

51  some Texans

      go to this NM

      area to ski over

      the holidays

52  a main ingredient

      of Christmas nog

53  this TX Winters is  

      a linebacker for

      the 49ers

11  TX Blue Bell fl avor:

      “Cookies ‘_ Cream”

12  best little puzzle 

      in Texas (abbr.)

13  Clyde High School

      football class

14  elves to Santa

15  T-bone and Ribeye

16  “festive” Archer

      County town?

17  Metroplex Tex-Mex

      chain (2 wds.)

19  TX handyman

      Carrell and Mr.

      Neiman

21  private detectives

      (abbr.)

24  actress Garr (init.)

25  Santa’s jolly shout

      when repeated

26  beige

27  “____  __ fi ne” by

      the Easybeats

28  what to do with

      a tiger (2 wds.)

37  birth state of Davy

      Crockett (abbr.)

38  univ. in Lawton, OK

39  suitable

40  hot tub or resort

41  TXism: “fl ew off

      the handle”

42  Larry, Moe, or

      Curly (2 wds.)

43  looks through the

      blinds for Santa

44  TXism: “it belongs

      to me ___ the bank”

45  TX Tanya (init.)

46  _  _ McArdle       

      painted “Dawn at

      the Alamo”

48  TXism: “rile up”

P-1668

19 20

23

29

31 32 33 34

39 33

31

36 37 38

44 3543

24 25 26 27 28

32
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50

51

52

53
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Copyright 2023 by Orbison Bros.

30

MERRY

CHRISTMAS
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TEXAS CROSSWORD
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Last Puzzle

 Solution
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Sale ends 12/31/23

Liriope

Dear Neil: I have a bed of 
liriope that I would like to 
use for new plants so that I 
can start another bed else-
where in my yard. When 
and how should I do that?

Start by trimming away any 
dead foliage left over from 
cold spells. That will give you 
a clearer vision of where the 
plants are. Use a sharpshooter 
spade to remove small clumps 
within the bed in a way that 
the remaining liriope will con-
ceal the fact that you’ve been 
in the bed digging. Your new 
plants’ root systems should 
be approximately tennis ball-
sized, and you’ll want to space 
them on 8-inch centers in the 
new bed. Late January is the 
best time to do this dividing 
and transplanting before new 
spring growth begins. Liriope 
starts growing very early, so 
don’t wait too long.

Dear Neil: I thought I 
might try rhubarb. I saw 
some in the grocery the oth-
er day and it reminded me 
how much I enjoyed having 
it from our garden years 
ago in Illinois. What do I 
need to know to grow it?

I hate to be the bearer of 
bad news, but rhubarb is not 

suited to Texas. It can’t han-
dle our summer heat, and our 
winters are too warm as well. 
Honestly, it really should nev-
er be off ered for sale here, but 
you’ll see it in some of the big 
national chain stores. While 
most other garden crops will 
do well in Texas if planted 
at the proper time, rhubarb 
doesn’t make the cut.

Dear Neil: I planted rye-
grass last October to cover 
a portion of our yard where 
we had taken down a build-
ing. So that it wouldn’t look 
odd, I just seeded the entire 
backyard. But the grass 
looks tired right now. I guess 

I might describe it as “hun-
gry” looking. How soon can 
I apply fertilizer to it? The 
dogs are still able to track 
mud in from that area.

You can fertilize it before 
any several-day warm spell. 
Since part of it is overseeding 
other turf, I would suggest 
putting perhaps a half-rate ap-
plication on, just so you don’t 
push the permanent grass too 
much at a time when it’s not 
going to be able to grow. Ap-
ply your fertilizer and then 
water it in. The grass will 
rebound fairly quickly. Or, if 
you’re able to 
feed just ahead 
of a soaking 
rain, that might 
be an option, 
although that’s 
usually not the 
best plan, since 
both organic 
and inorganic 
fertilizers are 
subject to nu-
trients being 
leached into 
runoff when 
rains turn out to 
be heavier than 
expected. 

Dear Neil: I 

was given a kalanchoe plant 
in full bloom as a gift back in 
early October, and it has just 
fi nished fl owering all these 
weeks later. Is it possible to 
grow it and bring it back into 
fl ower another time?

Yes, although it requires 
some diligence. It’s a succu-
lent plant that is fairly closely 
related to the jade plant and 
the various sedums. Trim off  
the seed heads, cutting the 
stems back into normal leafy 
growth. Repot it into fresh 
potting soil and grow it in full 
morning sun with perhaps a 

little bit of afternoon shade 
in mid-summer. Of course, it 
won’t stand freezing weather, 
so this process will have to be-
gin on a windowsill now, and 
then move out onto the patio 
this spring. Your biggest chal-
lenge will be in keeping the 
plant vigorous and compact 
until it’s time to bring it back 
into fl ower. Kalanchoes, like 
poinsettias, produce flower 
buds naturally once nights get 
long. The plant you were giv-
en was carefully manipulated 
in a greenhouse setting. That 

doesn’t mean that you can’t 
accomplish the same thing 
at home once your plant has 
re-grown nicely. It just means 
that you’ll have to keep it in 
total and uninterrupted dark-
ness at night, and full sun 
during the days to get it to set 
buds. That can be a bit cum-
bersome in an indoor setting.

Have a question you’d like 
Neil to consider? E-mail him 
at mailbag@sperrygardens.
com. Neil regrets that he can-
not reply to questions indi-
vidually.

January is the best time to transplant liriope

December 22, 
1950

Santa stops out 
west on a buckin’ 
reindeer to deliv-
er toys to all the 
children in Texas 
style.

December 26, 
1947

Pictured here, 
kids and their 
canine best 
friends were 
waiting not-
so-pa t ien t ly 
for the arrival 
of Christmas 
and the jolly 
old St. Nick. 
These lucky 
kids reportedly 
heard, “Merry 
Christmas to 
all, and to all a 
good night.

December 26, 
1947

Price Campbell, 
president of West 
Texas Utilities, 
was awarded a 
citation for ser-
vices rendered 
to the Naval Re-
serve Program 
in 1947. Com-
mander G. E. 
Talbutt presented 
the honor. Camp-
bell affi  rmed that 
the purpose of 
their company is 
public service.

December 
26, 1947

Mr. Claus ap-
peared in the 
Av a l a n c h e 
the day after 
Christmas in 
1947. Santa 
is especially 
important to 
those kids 
who live in the 
fi nal frontier, 
as Christmas 
magic is espe-
cially bright 
under the Tex-
as stars.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

www.morrisonhardware.com
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 Sports
Bucks topple Panthers in West Texas Shootout

Sports Schedule
FIGHTIN’ BUCK BASKETBALL

Dec. 28-30 Caprock Tournament-

Lubbock TBD

Jan. 2 Stanton @ Alpine Gold 6:30 

p.m. JV Purple 5 p.m. Varsity 8 p.m.

LADYBUCKS BASKETBALL

Dec. 28-30 Caprock Tournament-

Lubbock TBD

Jan. 2 Stanton @ Alpine JV 5 p.m. 

Varsity 6:30 p.m.

The Alpine Fightin’ Bucks 
have returned home from the 
West Texas Shootout Tourna-
ment that was held last week, 
where they would fi nish tour-
nament play sitting 2-2. 

“Always a great competi-
tion! Estacado is ranked 7th 
in the state for a reason. Al-
though we didn’t come out 
on top, I thought we did some 
good things against them both 
off ensively and defensively,” 
said Aaron Hardwick, head 
basketball coach for the Bucks.

The first challenge of the 
tournament was against the 
Lubbock Estacado Matadors 
who won 84-58 against Alpine. 
Next, Alpine would beat the 
New Way Christian Academy 
Eagles in a high-score game 
100-18.  

The Bucks then fell again to 
the Presidio Blue Devils by a 
score of 67-32 but would go 
on to win the game against the 
Fort Stockton Panthers 75-64.

“Fort Stockton was a great 
bounce back win for us. It’s 

not easy coming off  a loss and 
then turning around to play 
the host school in their tourna-
ment. I thought the team was 
focused and responded very 
well to that challenge,” said 
Hardwick.

In the battle with New Way 
Christian Academy, the Bucks 
crushed the Eagles by more 
than 80 points. In the first 
quarter, Alpine immediately 
got the jump. Guillermo Busey 
made several successful free 
throws for Alpine and Daed-
rick Hardwick had a two-point 
fi eld goal. Alejandro Hernan-
dez and Zane Wash each had 
their fair share of fi eld goals 
along with Jace Canaba, all in 
the fi rst quarter, ending it with 
a score of 23-2.

Notably, Evren Martinez 
made a three-point fi eld goal 
after two field goals from 
Canaba to start off  the second 
quarter, followed by two free 
throws from Canaba. Hard-
wick made a three-point fi eld 
goal and Ferris Daley and Alec 
Ramos both sunk their own 
fi eld goals. 

The Eagles then had a suc-
cessful three-point fi eld goal 
and a two-point field goal, 
however with more points 
gained by JJ Victorino and Ra-
mos before halftime, the sec-
ond quarter ended with Alpine 
leading 22-5.

After halftime ended, it 
was the Eagle’s ball, and they 
scored another fi eld goal. Jace 
Canaba then made his own, 
followed by two free throws 
from the Eagles. The Bucks 
responded with two fi eld goals 
from Martinez and Hardwick. 
Ultimately the third quarter 
was more of a back and forth 
between the two teams but the 
score for the quarter was still 
in favor of Alpine 30-8.

The Buck’s win was punctu-
ated in the fi nal quarter, with a 
score of 25-3. 

Against Presidio, the Bucks 
would outscore the Blue 
Devils in the second quarter 
but would fall behind in the 
other three. In the fi rst quar-
ter, the Blue Devils outscored Ferris Daley gears up for a shot against Fort Stockton during 

tournament play.

Photo by Shawn Yorks

The Lady Bucks won 
their first two district 
games last week. On 
Wednesday, December 
13 they faced the Pre-
sidio Blue Devils in a 
district away game and 
on Friday they returned 
home for a district home 
opener against Compass 
Academy from Odessa.

Head basketball coach 
for the Lady Bucks, 
Christopher Virdell said, 
“We started off  district in 
a great way, earning wins 
in both games. The Pre-
sidio game was played 
on a Wednesday due to a 
lack of offi  cials, but the 
girls handled the change 
well.”

The delayed fi rst game 
against Presidio also 
gave the team some time 
to heal up, as four play-
ers have been down due 
to ankle injuries for the 
past couple of weeks. 
The Lady Bucks took 
down Presidio 50-35. 
They won three of the 
quarters, 16-8 in the fi rst, 
14-4 in the second, 8-6 
in the third, and would 
come up just short with 
12-17 in the fourth. 

Karolina Castillo was a 
leader for this game and 
scored 19 points along 
with six rebounds and 
three steals. That makes 
it seven consecutive 
games in which Castillo 
has scored at least 25% 
of Alpine’s points. Nadia 
Morris also put a dent 
in the competition with 
seven points along with 
three steals.

A l p i n e ’s  v i c t o r y 
bumped their record up 
to 3-9. As for Presidio, 
they still haven’t won a 
game yet this season and 
fell to 0-2. 

“The girls executed the 
game plan very well. We 
wanted to play as fast 
as always but we added 
a defensive full-court 
press that we had not yet 
shown to anyone. It al-
lowed us to create turn-
overs and score quickly 
out of transition,” said 

Virdell.
The girls jumped to 

a quick lead in the fi rst 
half and never looked 
back. Virdell is very 
pleased with the girls’ 
ball movement on of-
fense and their shot se-
lection throughout the 
game. Defensively they 
were very aggressive to 
the pass and played great 
help defense. 

“It was a great way to 
start off district and it 
was the fi rst game of the 
year that we had all ten 
girls available to play,” 
said Virdell.

The home game with 
Compass Academy start-
ed off really slow ac-
cording to Virdell. “We 
were unable to capitalize 
on easy transition buck-

ets and that led to a tied 
game at halftime, 20-20. 
We were able to jump 
start the third quarter 
with great offense out-
scoring them 17 to 5, to 
give us a comfortable 
lead,” Virdell said.

Alpine was ahead in 
the fi rst quarter 14-5 but 
fell in the second 6-15. 
The second half was a 
complete turnaround as 
the girls amped up the 
pressure on defense and 
got back on track to run-
ning the court for transi-
tion basketball. They led 
in the last, however, sur-
passing Compass Acad-
emy 17-5 in the third 
quarter and 16-13 in the 
fourth.

 It is always great 
to start out the district 
games with wins. Start-
ing 2-0 in district is a 
confidence builder for 
their upcoming games, 
which will be tough 
games according to Vird-
ell.

“I have told the girls 
all season that our district 
will  be a dog fi ght, every 
game. We have to be 
consistent in what we do 
and execute game plans. 

Our focus will continue 
to be on playing fast and 
creating pressure defen-
sively,” Virdell said.

Novah Carrasco led 
this game by gaining 22 
points with nine field 
goals and eight rebounds.

The back-to-back wins 
may be a sign of good 
things to come as these 
two victories make it two 
games straight that Al-
pine has won by exactly 
15 points, and Virdell is 
very excited about the 
team chemistry on the 
fl oor. The girls play to-
gether and for each other 
and that will lead to con-
tinued success.

“Crane is a tough 
gym to play in, but I can 

Lady Bucks enter district play with a bang

Novah Carrasco blocks a Van Horn player at the 
Lady Buck’s last home game.

Photo by Joh Covington

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

See BUCKS • 9

See LADY BUCKS • 9

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

HOPE DOMINGUEZHOPE DOMINGUEZ
Junior Power Forward has racked up 107 rebounds, 26 

assists, 23 steals, and 4 blocks so far this season. Hope 
sets the tone defensively on the court and is key to the 

transition game on offense. Hope is a great teammate and 
is versatile for the Lady Bucks on both sides of the court.

Check out www.stocktonford.com for our inventory. 
If it’s not on our lot we can order it or find it for you!

2300 W. DICKINSON BLVD.
FORT STOCKTON

432-336-3351 • 800-300-2713 

Stockton Ford 

  Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 
        & Happy New Year!       & Happy New Year!

Stockton Ford will be CLOSED 

 Saturday through Monday and 

will reopen on 

Tuesday at 8:00 a.m.

www.stocktonford.com
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promise you the girls 
will be up and ready for 
the challenge. They al-
ways are when it comes 
to playing Crane. I have 
known the Crane coach 
for many years, and we 
are similar in philosophy. 
So, I am expecting it to 
be a great match for us,” 
said Virdell.

Alpine’s match up with 
Crane this week for the 
last district game before 
the Christmas break end-
ed with the Lady Bucks 
falling to the Golden 
Cranes 43-60.

Over the break, the 
team will take off the 
mandatory UIL fi ve-day 
break but will be back 

in action quickly as they 

travel to Lubbock for 

the Caprock Tournament 

from December 28 to 

December 30. They also 

have  practice the follow-

ing week and have two 

scheduled district games 

before they return to 

school. 

the Bucks 12-8. Alpine 
would take the second 
quarter 12-9 and Presi-
dio would dominate the 
remaining quarters with 
scores of 16-4 and 30-8.

On the fi nal day of the 
tournament, the Bucks 
faced Fort Stockton and 
would beat the Panthers 
75-64. While starting 
the last quarter only ten 
points ahead, the Bucks 
solidified their vic-
tory fi eld goals and free 
throws from Wash and 
Hardwick. Canaba and 
Martinez followed up 
with free throws, end-
ing the game with Alpine 
winning, 75-64.

On Tuesday the Bucks 
traveled to Crane for 
their first district game 

of the season, and would 
dominate the game, beat-
ing the Golden Cranes 
62-38.  

“Every game we have 
had has helped us pre-
pare for this district sea-
son. We are excited and 
ready for it,” Hardwick 
said.

According to the 
coach, Crane is tough 
and physical, and he ex-
pected them to use that 
physicality to gain an 
advantage against the 
Buck’s speed and quick-
ness.

The Buck players are 
ready for district as well. 
Dae Hardwick said, “I 
am excited for district 
season. I know we can 
win district and go more 
than two rounds deep in 

the playoffs. It’s going 
to be a grind but if we 
stay focused, take care 
of ourselves, and remain 
disciplined, the rest of 
the season will go as 
planned.”

And fellow player 
Guillermo Busey echoed 
that, saying, “The team 
is looking forward to a 
very successful district 
season.”

After Christmas, the 
Fightin’ Bucks will face 
the Hawley Bearcats in 
the Lubbock Caprock 
Tournament on Thurs-
day, December 28. Their 
next district game is 
scheduled to be against 
the Stanton Buff aloes in 
a home game on Tues-
day, January 2 at 8 p.m.

LADY BUCKS • FROM 8

BUCKS • FROM 8

E.J. Smith, head coach 
of the Lobo women’s 
basketball team was pre-
sented with the Academ-
ic Excellence in Coach-
ing Award for 2022-2023 
on November 29. The 
award was established to 
recognize coaches who 
make an outstanding ef-
fort to support the aca-
demic success of student-
athletes. Nominations for 
this award come from 
students, faculty, the stu-
dent government, and 
the Student-Athlete Ad-
visory Committee. The 
decision was fi nalized at 
the Sul Ross Faculty As-
sembly.

Several nominators 
had nothing but praise 
for Smith. “She stepped 
onto campus with a bun-
dle of love for her play-
ers, peers, and students 
at Sul Ross. This love is 
reflected by the Alpine 
community and students. 
It is challenging to ad-
vertise the rigor and ex-
ceptionalism of women’s 

athletics, but people are 
willing to support our 
team because she is a 
beacon that allows ev-
eryone to swarm around 
her and her intention for 
her team,” one nominator 
said.

“At the beginning of 
the year, she required 
10 hours of study hall a 
week. If we were not in 
class or at the gym, then 
we would be in the study 
hall doing homework 
or studying. In Coach 
Smith’s eyes, the stu-
dent comes before the 
athlete part. She talks 
to every professor and 
gains feedback on how 
each student is doing in 
class. She wants every 
athlete to gain a degree 
because nobody can take 
that from you,” added 

another nominator.
Smith was presented 

with a plaque by the Sul 
Ross State University 
Faculty Assembly Presi-
dent, Dr. Eric Busby at 
a ceremony held in the 
President’s Conference 
Room. In response to the 
award, Smith said, “I was 
very surprised to receive 
the award. I believe my 
players nominated me for 
the award, and Marley 
Rokas and Melody Mar-
tinez wrote unbelievable 
comments about me. I 
was a little emotional and 
had no idea my players 
thought that way about 
me. When I took this 
job, I wanted to concen-
trate on my kids becom-
ing good human beings, 
getting a degree, and be-
coming a good basketball 
player under my leader-
ship. I really appreci-
ate the committee that 
selected me. It means so 
much to me and I always 
appreciate my players. I 
have some great kids and 
I received this award be-
cause of them.”

Women’s basketball coach receives award

Dr. Eric Busby, President of the SRSU Faculty Assembly, presented the Aca-
demic Excellence in Coaching Award to Coach E.J. Smith. 

Courtesy photo

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor “In Coach 

Smith’s eyes, 
the student comes 
before the athlete 
part

— Academic Excellence in 
Coaching Award nominator

PUBLIC NOTICE

DUE TO LACK OF QUORUM,

THE BREWSTER COUNTY

 COMMISSIONERS COURT MEETING 

HAS BEEN CANCELLED 

FOR TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2023

THE NEXT REGULAR 

COMMISSIONERS COURT 

MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR 

JANUARY 9TH, 2024

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT CITY 

COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD AT 5:30 P.M. ON 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2024 REGARDING THE FOLLOWING 

CAPTIONED ORDINANCES:

ORDINANCE 2023-12-02: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING APPENDIX C 

– ZONING, ARTICLE I – SCHEDULE OF DISTRICTS, SECTION II – R-1 

ONE FAMILY DISTRICT TO THE ALPINE CODE OF ORDINANCES; 

REPEALING THE REQUIREMENT THAT BEAUTY SALONS ARE NOT 

AN ACCEPTABLE USE IN A RESIDENTIAL AREA BY APPROVED 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT; PROVIDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 

UP TO A $500 PENALTY PER OCCURRENCE FOR VIOLATIONS OF 

THE ORDINANCE. THE PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION HAS 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF THE ORDINANCE.

ORDINANCE 2023-12-03: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF 

ALPINE FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024 BUDGET; PROVIDING REPEALING 

AND SEVERABILITY CLAUSES; A TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT 

CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

THE PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 

2, 2024, AT 5:30 P.M. IN CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT 

803 WEST HOLLAND AVENUE TO HEAR CITIZEN VIEWS AND 

COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE.  

COPIES OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCES ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY 

HALL LOCATED AT 100 N. 13TH STREET BETWEEN 8:00 A.M. TO 

12:00 P.M. AND 1:00 P.M. TO 5:00 P.M. COPIES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE 

BY EMAIL REQUEST TO CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.COM.   

QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE CITY 
SECRETARY AT (432) 837-3301, OPTION 1.



 

MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT 

FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE HELP WANTED HELP WANTED WANT TO BUY FARM AND RANCH FARM AND RANCH

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Mobile homes 

and spaces. Close 

to Sul Ross Uni-

versity.  Frontier 

Mobile Home 

Village. 1102 N. 

9th St. trailer #35 

Alpine.  Call 432-

837-2736    

Rentals Available. 

Call Rhonda Cole 

432-837-5539  

407 E Lockhart 

#2 3 BR / 1 Bath 

Rent $1200.00/

mo + Deposit 

432-249-0293 

407 E. Lock-

hart Apt#3, 1 

BR/1Bath, Rent 
$725.00 /mo + 
Deposit, 432-
249-0293 

208 Dolores 
Mountain Trail 
- Ft Davis, 4 BR 
/ 2 Baths, rent 
$1600.00/mo + 
Deposit, 432-
249-0293  

Apartment for 

rent:  1 bed, 

1 bath rental.  

$600/month plus 

deposit.  Call 

432-249-0569  

201 W. Del Rio, 3 

bedroom, 1 bath 

for rent.  432-

837-3503  

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fill night audit.  
Excellent pay and 
benefits.  Please 
apply in person 
at 2607 West 
Highway 90. 

Holiday Inn 
Express is seek-

ing dedicated 

employees to fill 

morning front 

desk, breakfast 

attendant, and 

housekeeping 

positions. Please 

apply in person 

at 2004 East 

Highway 90.   

I buy cast iron 
skillets please 
text or call 512-
963-7533  

Want to buy 
old Colt pistols 
and old Win-
chester Lever 
Action rifles. 
Daytime phone 
#: 432-294-2094. 

Nights/week-

ends: 432-364-

2234  

FARM AND RANCH

Whole Chicken 

$1.33 lb. avail-

able until gone. 

Ungraded Chick-

en Butt Nug-

gets $3. Dozen 

4322944737 cell 

ShifletHouse.

com 
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CAUSE NO. PR-03140

In Re Estate  §  IN THE COUNTY COURT

  §      SITTING IN PROBATE

  §

  §              OF

BENJAMIN RUMMERFIELD, § 

Deceased  §       BREWSTER COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters 

Testamentary for the Estate of BENJAMIN 

RUMMERFIELD, Deceased, were issued on 

October 4, 2023, in Docket No. PR-03140 pending 

in the County Court Sitting in Probate of Brewster 

County, Texas, to:

LAURA HARRISON-RUMMERFIELD

C/O Robert E. Steele

P.O. Box 1765

Alpine, TX 79831

All persons having claims against this estate 

which is currently being administered are required 

to present them within the time and in the man-

ner prescribed by law. All persons having claims 

should address them in care of the representative 

at the address stated above.

DATED the 14th day of December, 2023.

  /s/robertesteele

  ROBERT E. STEELE

  SBOT: 00794689

  PO Box 1765

  Alpine, Texas 79831

  432-294-5757

  Fax 866-509-3244 

  r_e_steele@msn.com

  ATTORNEYS FOR THE EXECUTOR

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• FULL-TIME BOOKKEEPER

 with experience

• ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

• MEDICAL BILLER

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

• PART TIME - MAINTENANCE WORKER,

 PCHS locations

• HOUSEKEEPER- PART TIME

• FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST- Alpine

Now Hiring
On the 12th day of December, 2023, Letters 

Testamentary upon the Estate of William 

Malcolm MacRoberts, Deceased, were issued 

to Rebecca Evans, Independent Executor, 

by the County Probate Court of Brewster 

County, Texas, in cause number PR03145, 

pending upon the docket of said Court.

All persons having claims against said Estate 

are hereby required to present them within 

the time prescribed by law at the following 

address: 

/s/ Sean Kelly McPherson  

Sean Kelly McPherson

Attorney for Applicant

TBN: 13848100

924 East 25th Street

Houston, TX 77009

713 863 8464 voice

713 869 3223 facsimile

mcpatlaw@gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Shipping/Receiving Clerk with NEW PAY RATE 
OF $15.00 per hour to start. Opportunity to earn 
$16.00/per hour upon competent comple� on 
of training. Fast Track to Management

Responsibili� es include loading and 
unloading, forkli�  opera� on, prepara� on 
of shipping documents, verify deliveries, 
maintain warehouse and other general 
du� es.  Requirements: Must be willing to work 
fl exible hours including evenings, weekends 
and holidays, ability to work independently, 
verbal and wri� en communica� on skills, 
working knowledge of computers and forkli�  
experience preferred.  Opportunity to move 
to Supervisor level and pay within the fi rst 6 
months of employment.  Must be able to pass 
a pre-employment drug screen. 

Interested candidates should email or fax 
resume to (432)729-3071 Ext. 607 or texashr@
villagefarms.com, applica� ons are also 
available at Village Farms Security Sta� ons 3 
Miles N. Hwy 17 Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 
17 FT. Davis, TX.  

PART-TIME

FREE
lost pet ads with the 

Avalanche.
432-837-3334

Subscribe today!
432.837.3334

www.alpineavalanche.com

STAY IN TOUCH 

HOME DELIVERY

DIGITAL

432-837-3334

432-837-3334

“Last time I had a garage sale I did not put it in 
the paper and I did not have a good turn out at 
all. I always do because I put  it in the paper.”
                                                   - Susie Gonzales

www.villagefarms.com
www.wtnb.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.alpineavalanche.com
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ESPRESSO...
Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

In what activities did 

you participate in high 

school?

I participated in 

photography, journalism, 

and sports.

Who was your favorite 

teacher/coach, and 

why?

My favorite teacher is 

Mrs. Golden because she 

was always there for me 

when I needed her.

What was your 
favorite moment in 
the last four years?
My favorite moment in 
the last four years was 
being able to look back 
at our freshman selves 
and see how much we’ve 
grown.

What are your plans 
after high school?
My plans after high 
school are to move to 
San Antonio and go to 
Cosmetology school.

SE
NIO

R

Spot
ligh

t

Vega Harrison

Sponsored bySSS ddd bbb

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.

432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

Joy to the World!

And the angel said, “Behold, I bring you 
good news of a great joy which will come 
to all the people; for to you is born this day 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-
11). Rejoicing and worship were spontaneous 
responses of the shepherds who fi rst heard the 
news of Jesus’ birth.  And deep delight, elation, 
and joy arise in the hearts of Christians every 
time we ponder the great gift of God’s son.  We 
were created to praise God. 

On the third Sunday of Advent, we focus 
on joy.  In some traditions, the day is called 
Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin word for 
Rejoice.  We light the rose-colored candle, a 
lighter shade than the purple candles, signi-
fying the brightening of our lives by the joy 
Christ brings.  And we often sing the hymn 
“Joy to the World.”    English minister and 
hymn writer Isaac Watts wrote the words in 
1719.  It wasn’t based on a gospel text de-
scribing Christ’s birth, nor does it specifi cal-
ly mention the events in Bethlehem.  Rather, 
it draws its lyrics by paraphrasing Psalm 98. 
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord…Break 
forth into joyous song and sing praises.... 
Let the hills sing for joy together before the 
Lord…for He comes.” For Watts, the psalm 
pointed to the coming of Christ at Christmas.  

It is a hymn of rejoicing at the advent of the 
Lord.  We, along with the entire world, sing 
this hymn out of elation and gratitude for the 
gift of Christ coming to us on earth.  

But “Joy to the World” is also a hymn that 
we could sing every day, praising our God 
for all the holy gifts that fi ll our lives. For 
joy is always part of our lives if we are open 
to it. We feel it in reunion with relatives we 
haven’t seen for a long time, in fellowship 
of friends and family around the table, hear-
ing the gleeful laughter of a young child, 
through the glorious, blended voices of an a 
cappella choir, viewing sparkling diamond 
stars in the dark December sky, and in the 
fresh fragrance of a live Christmas tree. Es-
pecially during the celebration of Advent, 
many things bring us deep heart-stirring joy.  

And it’s likely that what gives us the truest 
joy are not material things, but shared experi-
ences with others, silent times in nature, and 
exhilarating worship through music.  Relish 
this joyous season.  And, then also in April and 
August and throughout the year, cherish all the 
joy God gives us.   Every moment may not 
bring happiness.  But, as we shift our focus to 
all the gifts God has given us, there is always 
an underpinning of sustaining joy.  Sing the 
Psalms of Thanksgiving every day.  Be ever 
amazed at the goodness of God.  Rejoice!

BY SUSAN CELAYA

First United Methodist Church

GETTING
married?married?

Share your excitement!

Announce your engagementengagement

& then all the weddingwedding details

in The Alpine AvalancheThe Alpine Avalanche!

www.alpineavalanche.com/site/forms

Coach Cory Cason is making her wishes of a white 
Christmas known as she holds the ever-popular 
snowball everyone looks forward to once that 
white stuff  hits the ground.

Courtesy photo

Heads up

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.laposadamilagro.net
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.alpineavalanche.com/site/forms
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating 

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

DRUG STORE

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

PUBLISHER@FORTSTOCKTONPIONEER

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BOUNCE HOUSE/PARTY

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435 |  877.493.7862 | WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

DESIGNER HOMES

432-284-1184

432-284-9003

Making Your Dream
Making Your Dream

Home Come True
Home Come True

GLASS & MIRROR SERVICES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

���������	��
��
AVP/Escrow Officer

600 W. Dickinson Blvd. | Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-3301

pmcknight@pbabstract.com

R&K JUMPING BALLOONS
PARTY SUPPLIES

WE OFFER:
Party Packages

Tables w/chairs

Hot Dogs Machine

Popcorn Machine

Snow cone Machine 

Cotton Candy Machine

Please Contact:
432.299.1100

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 727772755

BODY SHOP

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

432-336-3939
301 North Main St.

Fort Stockton,TX

Alexus Davis
Funeral Director

Tracy Cockrell
Funeral Assistant

Alma Rodriguez
Funeral Assistant

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
www.supply.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo
HAIR STYLIST

STORAGE

REAL ESTATE

TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

432-336-3314
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

Angela Miles,
Realtor

804 N. Main | Fort Stockton
432-290-8038 | akmilesrealtor@yahoo.com

Let my years of experience work for you.

 Residential

 Commercial

 Ranch

 Property Management

�������	
�����
�	�����
��
����

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-2281

REAL ESTATE

Limpia Realty
Serving Alpine, Fort Davis, Marfa, Terlingua and the far west Texas area.

(855) 546-7424
www.LimpiaRealty.com

Limpia
Self Storage

Storage units are available now!

609 E Holland

Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 386-9420

SPAHOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-2281

To advertise your
business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-2281

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.realty.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.west.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com


 

It’s early Christmas 
morning, and if the 
house is full of kids, they 
are all raring to go to see 
what Santa delivered to 
them. And despite their 
excitement at the latest 
video game or fashion-
forward sneakers, sooner 
or later everyone will be 
asking for food.

If your household is 
like most, there is al-
ready preparation under-
way for the main Christ-
mas meal, but what do 
you do in the meantime 
to tide those ravenous 
little bundles of metabo-
lism over? So that you 
hit all of those impor-
tant aspects of breakfast 
without using every pan 
in the house, whip up 
some savory breakfast 
monkey bread.

Yes, monkey bread. 
Not the cinnamon and 
sugary kind, but a sa-
vory, breakfast combi-
nation that adds in ev-
erything a full country 
style breakfast has to of-
fer. Minus the potatoes. 
But you could add those 
too if you wanted. This 
monkey bread recipe 
even fi gures in the coun-
try-style gravy. How 
can you go wrong with 
that? And don’t believe 
for one minute that this 
can’t be made into a veg-

etarian option. Instead 

of using bacon, sausage, 

or ham, substitute any of 

these meats with your 

veggies of choice.

The great thing about 

this savory, breakfast 

meal is that you can 

adapt it according to 

your and your family’s 

personal tastes. If your 

family prefers bacon 
over sausage, then you 
add sausage. Better yet 
why not add both? And 
while this particular reci-
pe does not call for eggs, 
there is no rule that says 
you can’t scramble some 
up and add those to the 
mix.

This also makes a 
great brunch meal for 
any time of the year, and 
the ingredients can al-
ways be changed accord-

ingly. It can also serve as 
a unique idea for a pot-
luck option. What once 
was just an interesting 
dessert has morphed into 
a versatile addition to 
the family dining table.

So, gather all your 
breakfast favorites, com-
bine in a greased bundt 
pan, bake, and enjoy a 
simple, yet satisfying 
new take on Christmas 
breakfast that is sure to 
satisfy the whole family.
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Breakfast monkey bread
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Breakfast Monkey Bread

Directions:
Mix milk, gravy mix, and melted 

butter in a bowl and whisk until well 
blended.

Reserve ½ cup gravy mixture and 
set aside.

Cut biscuits into quarters add pieces 
into gravy mixture and gently toss to 
coat.

Stir in 1 ½ cups of cheese and 
cooked sausage until well blended.

Place biscuit mixture into 10 cup, 
greased bundt pan and pour the re-
maining gravy mixture on top.

Bake in a pre-heated 350-degree 
oven for 35 minutes.

Sprinkle with the remaining ½ cup 
of cheese and bake for another 5 min-
utes or until cheese is melted.

Cool in the pan for 5 to 10 minutes.
Loosen the sides of the monkey 

bread from the pan with a knife, then 
invert it onto a serving plate. Serve 
warm.

*Note: This can also be prepared the 
night before. Just mix, cover, and re-
frigerate until time to bake.

Ingredients:
¾ cup milk
1 package of country gravy mix
¼ cup melted butter
3 (7.5 ounces) refrigerated butter-

milk biscuits
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese, di-
vided.
½ lb. ground breakfast sausage (or 
meat of choice), cooked and drained

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Alpine High School 
band members Ma-
teo Solis and Owen 
Thompson look 
confi dent that San-
ta will bring them 
what they want for 
Christmas, while 
Walt Urbanczyk 
(middle) seems to 
still be contemplat-
ing what he wants 
to ask the jolly old 
fellow to bring him.
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