
 

The Borderlands Research 
Institute (BRI) has acquired 
a new team member. Mike 
Janis, formerly with Texas 
Parks and Wildlife’s Wild-
life Division has joined the 
BRI team as part of the Cen-
ter for Land Stewardship and 
Stakeholder Engagement. 
Janis will help manage a 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) grant 
that was recently awarded 

to BRI which will provide 
over $2 million of Pittman-
Robertson funds. 

These funds are a result 
of the Pittman-Robertson 
Act of 1937 which placed a 
federal tax on the sale of fi re-
arms and ammunition to help 
fund wildlife conservation in 
the United States. This fund-
ing will be used to enhance 
habitat on private lands for 
the benefi t of native wildlife.

Shawn Gray, leader of the 
TPWD mule deer and prong-
horn program was the driving 

force behind the grant. “I am 
truly excited to help facilitate 
another opportunity for our 
landowner partners to further 
their conservation goals,” 
said Gray. “This is a great 
example of how partners can 
work together to aff ect land-
scape-level conservation.”

BRI will be joined by the 
Rio Grande Joint Venture 
to aid in the delivery of this 
program.

Since 2015, Double K 
Gifts and Flowers at 409 
E. Holland has provided 
the Big Bend area with 
flower arrangements, 
plants, and gifts. This 
great customer service 
now has a new face, but 
the same level of excel-
lence will remain. 

Valynda Henington, 
wife of Brewster Coun-
ty Judge Greg Hening-
ton, is the new owner of 
Double K.  Along with 
the help of her sister-
in-law Jennifer Alex-
ander, Henington will 
now be the face behind 
the counter at the long-
standing flower shop. 
While these two ladies 
have taken over the day-
to-day business, previ-
ous owner Debbie Pruitt 

will show up from time 
to time and help out, 
lending her eight years 
of experience to the mix.

“This is a new learn-
ing curve from my for-
mer job in tourism, but 
business is still busi-
ness, and I’m still in the 
people business. I’m just 
having to utilize a new 
set of tools and have dif-
ferent deadlines,” said 
Henington.

T h e  H e n i n g t o n s 
wanted to give back to 
the community, which 
prompted them to pur-
chase the local business. 
Henington grew up in 
the area. She’s a local 
gal, having been born in 
Presidio County, raised 
in Jeff Davis Coun-
ty, and has lived and 
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Alpine City 

Council 

holds last 

meeting of 

the year

Wildlife conservationist makes move to BRI

The Alpine City Coun-
cil held their last meeting 
of the year on Tuesday. 
Topics of discussion in-
cluded high-
ly contested 
r e z o n i n g 
issues, the 
fi rst readings 
of amended 
ordinances, 
and the ac-
cepted invi-
tation to join a coalition 
of cities to argue a reason-
able rate case with the ser-
vice provider AEP. 

City Mayor Catherine 
Eaves started off  the meet-
ing with her report, shar-
ing that the local non-prof-
it organizations have done 
a wonderful job provid-
ing holiday events for the 
community. Eaves recog-
nized the Alpine Histori-
cal Society for the wassail 
crawl and the county tree 
lighting. 

In other news, City 
Manager Megan Antrim 

See COUNCIL • 6

See JANIS • 6

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Elementary school children serenaded the community along with Mr. and Mrs. Claus in the lobby of Trans Pecos Banks 
in Marathon at the annual Fiesta de Noche Buena event this past Saturday.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Spreading joyous noise

See DOUBLE K • 6

Mike Janis

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Jennifer Alexander and Valynda Henington are the new faces of Double K 
Flowers, previously owned by Debbie Pruitt. Henington and her husband, 
Brewster County Judge Greg Henington recently purchased the successful 
business.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

The new face of Double K Gifts and Flowers

Catherine 
Eaves

www.wtnb.com
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Debra Ellen Burks

Debra Ellen Burks, 
70, of Pampa passed 
away on November 15 
in Hobbs, NM. She was 
born on May 28, 1953, 
in Pampa. She was a 
beloved mother, grand-
mother, sister, and friend.

Debra had a feisty 
and unique personality. 
She was known for her 
strong-willed nature and 

her ability to stand up for 
what she believed in. She 
had a passion for online 
shopping and enjoyed 

treating herself to mani-
pedis.

Debra had a career at 
Sul Ross State Univer-
sity prior to retiring. She 
dedicated her time and 
energy to her work, mak-
ing a lasting impact on 
those she worked with.

In her personal life, 
Debra cherished her sons 
and grandchildren and 
the time she spent with 
her loved ones. She is 

survived by her sons, 
whom she adored, Burke 
Headrick and Taylor 
Headrick, as well as her 
grandchildren Emerson, 
Justin, and Ashley. They 
were the sparkle in her 
eye.

 She is also survived 
by her sister, Judy Burks, 
her brother Dwayne 
Burks, and her sister 
Deena Marazas.

She also had a special 

bond with her fur baby, 
Huni, who now has a 
new human, Sue, one of 
Debra’s best friends.

Debra was preceded 
in death by her father, 
Hubert Burks, and her 
mother Ann Burks.

A future celebration of 
life will be announced 
to honor Debra’s mem-
ory and allow friends 
and family to come to-
gether to share stories 

and memories. In lieu 
of fl owers, contributions 
can be made to the Al-
pine Humane Society, a 
cause close to Debra’s 
heart.

Debra Ellen Burks will 
be dearly missed by all 
who knew and loved her. 
Her feisty spirit, unique 
personality, and love for 
her family will be forev-
er remembered. May her 
soul rest in peace.

OBITUARIES

Richard Charles Kelly

On November 28 
Richard Charles Kelly 
went to be with his Lord 
and Savior. Rick was 80 
years old and from Mid-
land.  Born on February 
19, 1943, in Stockton, 
California to Harold 
Francis and Beatrice 
Marsha Kelly, the fam-
ily moved to Midland 
in 1948 where he gradu-
ated from Midland High 
School and in 1965 from 
Sul Ross University with 
a BA in History and Gov-
ernment. Rick served in 
Naval Intelligence dur-
ing the Vietnam era and 
was the recipient of the 
National Defense Ser-
vice Medal. He became 
a Brewery Representa-
tive for Miller Brewing 
Company following his 
service.

In 1975, Rick and his 
business partner acquired 
Champion Beers of Bra-
zoria County with Rick 

becoming the General 

Manager and co-owner. 

He met and married 

Bette Bell Morehead in 

1976. Parenting three 

sons, Charles, Clay, and 

Jeff  Morehead. 

Rick was preceded 

in death by Charles in 

1989. He is survived 

by his wife Bette, as 

well as children, grand-

children, and great-

grandchildren. He was 

grandfather to Drew and 

his wife Shanna, Tasha, 

Christopher, and Jessica 

Morehead, great-grand-

children Emma Sue and 

Ethan Morehead, uncle 

to nephew Robert Kel-

ly, and nieces Kathleen 
Hernandez and Kristine 
Kelly.

Rick and his family 
relocated to Boerne in 
1981 where he resumed 
his entrepreneurial en-
deavors with Car Wash-
es, Storage Units, and 
property investments 
while his wife Bette was 
busy with her own Bou-
tique/Gift Shop. In 1991, 
Rick became a co-owner 
and General manager of 
a Fredericksburg Beer 
Distributorship until the 
fall of 2000. Moving to 
Alpine, Rick and Bette 
acquired Aerolite Auto 
Rentals now known as 
Alpine Auto Rental and 
Sales. 

Rick was a member of 
The Ambassadors of Al-
pine, served as a member 
on the Big Bend Region-
al Memorial Hospital 
Board, and was an Exec-
utive Board Member of 
Alpine’s Post 79 Ameri-

can Legion.  He was the 
recipient of many awards 
throughout his business 
life including Alpine 
“Businessperson of the 
Year” and Sul Ross Sam-
my Baugh Award, and 
Co-Founder of the 100 
Club of Brazoria County. 
He was also known for 
never meeting a stranger 
and selling many, many 
fundraising tickets for 
local civic organizations 
and all good causes.

Rick loved the Con-
stitution of the United 
States, History, and Ge-
ography. Above all, he 
loved his family and 
friends and was very pa-
triotic and loyal to his 
country.

An old-fashioned Irish 
Wake was held at the 
American Legion on 
Saturday, December 2nd 
from 2-4 pm. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be an-
nounced in the near fu-
ture. The family requests 

memorial contributions 
be made to the charity of 
your choice.

Online condolences 
may be left at: www.

alpinememorialfuneral-
home.com

Services have been en-
trusted to Alpine Memo-
rial Funeral Home.
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Alpine School District

 A Honor Roll

2nd Six Weeks

1ST GRADE
BEARD, MEGAN J
BOYD, PEARL L
CAYTON, PATRICK
DAVIES, ELLIOT Q
HENDRYX, BROOKLYN S
LUTZ, KELLER A
MILLICAN, KENNEDY G
RODRIGUEZ, NOAH J
SANDOVALL, AZALAYAH J
VIDAL, NOAH R
VIELMA, INANNA Z

2ND GRADE
BRAUCH, ROCZEN J
HINOJOSA, PAMELA

MESKER, BROOKE L
MIRANDA, ABRIL R
MUNOZ, TOMMY K
RINEHART, WILLIAM A
RUCKMAN, MACI L
STATON, WYATT L
VOGEL, MICHAEL S

3RD GRADE
AGUILAR, ARLETT M
ANDERSON-FULLER, JACKSON D
CAYTON, WILLIAM R
GALINDO, MAYLEE N
GOMEZ, ISAIAH A
GONZALEZ, MISELA G
HOLGUIN, DANIEL H

LUTZ, LINDLEY M
RINEHART, CLARA E
TARRANT, ANSON L

4TH GRADE
ADAME, ALYSSA
CHEN, JOSEPH
HERRING, JOSHUA E
LOSOYA, MASON K
MCDONALD, ELLISEN K
SANCHEZ, EMMA A
SCHNIERS, ADALEE A
SLEDGE, COLLIN A
VALENZUELA, LUCAS M
VIDAL, TROY T
VOGEL, ARIA J

ALPINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

5TH GRADE
BAEZA, KELLEN  K
GENTRY, ACY  J
GRAY, BROOKE
HERRING, ZACHARY  C
MATTHEWS, RYNN
MENDOZA, GABRIELA  J
MESKER, BROCK
MORALES, MIRANDA  R
O’SHAUGHNESSY, RILEY  J
ROACH, ELLA  D
SQUALLS, IMANI

6TH GRADE 
ADAME, ARMANDO
CHAVEZ ADRYN
ESCUDER, EVA MAE
ESPARZA, ETHAN
FIERRO, ANOKI
WARREN BRODY

WU, EDISON
7TH GRADE

BILLINGS, COLT
CONTRERAS, NERALI
DODSON, ELIJAH
DOMINGUEZ, ILIANA
DRISCOLL, RYLEN
KEARNS HOLGUIN, KELLI
MARKIN, ELISIA
MARTINEZ, REYNA
PORTILLO, ABRAM
ROACH, EMERSON
STRUTHERS, LEAH
TAMALE, SHANNON
WOOD, HALLIE
YOUNG, BARRY

8TH GRADE
BEHAN, KELSTON
DE GUIA, ROSE CHRISTINE

DUBOIS, MATTHEW
FURR, LAUREN
HINOJOS, RYAN
HINOJOS, JEREMY
LE BLANC, EMILIE
LLANEZ, ZAYLIN
LUJAN, EZRA
MORRISSEY, GYLLIAN
RAMIREZ, ANDYNNE
RAMOS, ALYSSA
RODRIGUEZ, ROXANNA
SANCHEZ, BELLA
SAUNDERS, ALICE
SCOTT, ABIGAIL
VEGA, JAKE
VIDAL, CAIN
WANG, ANIKA

ALPINE MIDDLE SCHOOL

9TH GRADE
BRUTTOMESSO, ABBY L
CALDERON, KARYSSA B
FOWLKES, COLETTE E
FRIOUX, JUDITH M
GALVAN, ZARAIAH
JANIS, SOPHIE M
SANTOS, ARTURO D
SOLIS, JOSHUA
STATON, JOSEPH R
THOMPSON, GUS C
VELASCO, ISLA M
VELEZ, NANCY A

10TH GRADE
BACA, DAVID A
BATRES, MIGUEL A
CARRASCO, NEVEAH
GONZALEZ RENTERIA, RAUL M
HAWKINS, KODY J
HINOJOSA, GERALDINE
KINKADE, PEYTON R
KLOCKMAN, TARYN K
MACK, VIOLET A
MUNOZ, JOEL
ORTIZ, IZABEL M
PALAZUELOS, MARIANA
PINEDA, RYANNA B
PRIETO, JOHN
RITZI, TERESA L
SMITH, SYDNEY
SOTO, KHRISTAL
STEWART, LILLIAN R
STRUTHERS, MEGAN H
YBARRA, TONI F

11TH GRADE
ADAMS, ROXELL A

AHRENS, AMANDA R
BASIBUYUK, ZEYNEP
BATES, LAURALAI A
CASON, HATFIELD R
CELAYA, JAYLYNN L
COLEMAN, REESE M
CRAVER-TURNER, CHRISTOPHER
DOMINGUEZ, HOPE DESIREE
DOVE, MASON
FRIOUX, EVAN R
GUNES, MUZAFFER M
HAILE, KALEB D
IOTTI, ESTHER
MAXWELL VALENZUELA, SIERRA L
MIRANDA, MASIELA R
NEAK, ASHLEE
ROJO, DEVON J
SANCHEZ, ALLISON I
TAYS, PEYTON B
TEDESCHI, KIARA M
VALENZUELA, JOHN P
VELASCO, LANDON G
WASH, PIPER G
WASH, ZANE JAYDON

12TH GRADE
ADAME-RAMIREZ, AYLEEN
AHRENS, REESE A
ALVIDREZ, SANTIAGO P
ARREDONDO, ZOE I
BOJORQUEZ, JOSEANTONIO S
BUSEY, GUILLERMO C
BUSEY, MIGUEL F
CANABA, JACE T
CARRASCO, NOVAH A
CAULFIELD, KALAVATI L
CORONA, NIDIA K

CRESPO POLIDURA, VALERIA S
EVANS, JOBRE A
FIERRO, ENYSSA N
FIERRO, KAYLEE M
GARCIA, ADAYNA J
GARRETT, AUDREY E
HALE, BRODIE MORGAN
HIDALGO-MIRANDA, DIEGO
HOLGUIN, ARNEL
HOPKINS, JHETT D
HUERTA-ACOSTA, NAYELI J
JUETT, HANNAH ELIZABETH
MALTOS, AUBRI R
MARONEY, ALI A
MARTINEZ, EVREN
MORRIS, MIA SOLEIL
MUCHARREZ, CAROLINA S
MUNIZ, MADISON N
NANEZ, ALYSSA P
NEWMAN, JOHN
NUNEZ, MIA A
OLAZABA, DEVIN R
PRIETO, JAVIER
RAINER RITCHIE, TANNIN
RENTERIA, ALEXA
RUCKMAN, SIERRA J
SABLATURA, MARTIN E
TAMALE, SHALOM
THOMPSON, OWEN W
VARGAS, AMERIKA
VARGAS, PAULA
VASQUEZ, ROBERT N
WARREN, MADALYN W
WELCH, YANESSA E
WOODALL, LILY ELAINE

ALPINE HIGH SCHOOL

FINE JEWELERY CUSTOM DESIGNS  REPAIR

35%
OFF

ENTIRE STORE

N O W

THE “KING”
       OF JEWELERS

KING JEWELERS
Ph: 432-837-7205 

607 East Ave.E., Alpine

kingjewelers@bigbend.net

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Michael and Martha Latta

McCoy Corporation

Chance and Katherine Parker 

Adopt A Senior

Anonymous

Dr. Doug Klepper and Terry Hawkins

Elizabeth Tanksley

Audrey Painter in honor of Olivia Ramos

God Bless America

www.sunshinehousealpine.com
www.home.com
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According to informa-
tion from the Presidio 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment (PCSO), on Sunday, 
December 3, deputies 
from the PCSO responded 
to a call about a hunting ac-
cident involving a 15-year-
old male. At approximate-
ly 10:30 a.m., the incident 
occurred North of Presidio, 
where the juvenile was fa-
tally shot in the chest from 

a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound while preparing 
rifles for hunting. Mem-
bers of the victim’s family 
immediately transported 
him to Marfa, escorted by 
PCSO to meet the Marfa 
ambulance. The victim 
was rushed by ambulance 
to Big Bend Regional 
Medical Center, where 
despite all eff orts he was 
declared dead on arrival. 
In respect, the name of the 
victim’s family is being 
withheld.

Teen killed in 

hunting accident
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

On November 11, the 
Texas Academy of Fam-
ily Physicians (TAFP) 
held their Primary Care 
Summit in Grapevine 
where they installed four 
new officers. Among 
these appointees was lo-
cal physician Dr. Adrian 
Billings.

Dr. Billings is the 
Chief Medical Offi  cer of 
Preventative Healthcare 
Services FQHC here in 
the Big Bend area. He 
also holds the title of As-
sociate Academic Dean 
of Rural and Community 
Engagement and is the 
Senior Fellow of the F. 
Marie Hall Institute for 
Rural and Community 
Health at the Texas Tech 
University Health Sci-
ences Center.

Dr. Billings has spent 
his career in rural and 
community healthcare, 
specifically along the 
Texas-Mexico border 
here in West Texas. His 

mission as a physician 
is to enable rural-born 
and educated students to 
seek out opportunities to 
enroll in healthcare train-
ing programs, especially 

those seeking to work 
in rural and community 
healthcare facilities.

Dr. Billings was in-
stalled as the Parliamen-
tarian for the TAFP.

Billings among new offi  cers for TAFP

New offi  cers for the 2023-2024 Texas Academy of Family Physicians.

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The seventh annual 

Hillside Baptist Church 

children’s Christmas store 

will be open this Saturday, 

December 9 from 10 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. in the fellowship 

hall located at 205 Church 
Road just off East Hwy 
90. Items will be priced 
from 25 cents up to $5 
and children are asked to 
bring a list of names with 
the correct spellings. Hill-
side helpers will assist the 
children by wrapping and 

tagging each gift, and the 
children can purchase a 
gift for each name on their 
list. All proceeds go to 
the Children’s Advocacy 
Center of Alpine. For 
more information contact 
Karen McGuire at 432-
386-3071.

Sul Ross State Univer-
sity alumni and graduate 
Benjamine C. Huffman 
will deliver the fall com-
mencement address here 
on the Alpine campus on 
Friday, December 15 at 
5:30 p.m. at the Gallego 
Center.

Huff man is a native of 
West Texas and entered 
the U.S. Border Patrol 
in February 1985. Cur-
rently, he leads the U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security’s (DHS) Fed-
eral Law Enforcement 
Centers (FLETC). His 

duties include oversee-
ing 125 partner organi-
zations along with state, 
local, tribal, as well as 
territorial, and interna-

tional law enforcement 
partners. Huff man directs 
operations at locations 
in Georgia, South Caro-
lina, Maryland, and New 
Mexico.

Before assuming his 
current role, Huffman 
served as the acting Dep-
uty Commissioner for 
U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection (CPB), 
the largest law enforce-
ment agency in the U.S. 
On top of his numerous 
achievements stateside, 
Huff man has also served 
in various missions 
around the world includ-
ing operations in South 
Africa and Bolivia.

Children’s Christmas 

store opens Saturday

Lobo alum to deliver Alpine commencement

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Benjamine C. Huff man

Courtesy photo

T h e  J e f f  D a v i s 
County Food Pantry is 
seeking donations of 
pasta. Regular pasta, 
any shape or size is 
being requested, but 
they are not looking 
for whole wheat. The 
food bank has been 
unable to supply regu-
lar pasta and buying 
wholesale is not an 
option. There are cur-
rently 242 households 
with 548 individuals 

who are enrolled at 
the food pantry. Their 
goal is to collect 500 
pounds of pasta before 
the end of the year so 
that they may supply 
each household with 
two pounds each. Pas-
ta donations may be 
dropped off  at the Jeff  
Davis County Food 
Pantry located at 609 
Compromise Street in 
Fort Davis or they may 
also be dropped off  in 
the donation barrel at 
the Jeff  Davis County 
Library.

Food Pantry in 

need of pasta
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Rick Ruiz and Tony Lujan chat with a music fan 
and enjoy a cup of wassail during this past Friday 
evening’s Wassail Crawl in downtown Alpine.

Photo by Joh Covington

Enjoying holiday beverages

Come in Come in 
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out our out our 

daily Drink daily Drink 
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Live Live 

music this music this 

weekend!weekend!

18YR AND UP

 WELCOMED

www.bigbend.com/holidaygiveaway


 

As the fourth-
called special session 
wraps up this week, 
the Texas Legisla-
ture leaves $5B in 
new public educa-
tion funding unal-
located due to po-
litical infi ghting over 
voucher programs. 
These funds should 
have been flowing 
to school districts, 
teachers, and classrooms over 
the past six months. Instead, 
they sit in state coff ers waiting 
for state leaders to pass legisla-
tion that would provide much-
needed teacher pay raises, as 
well as district funding increases 
to counteract infl ation, address 
learning loss, and improve safe-
ty and security.

While the House’s decisive 
vote against vouchers earlier this 
month ended the voucher debate 
for 2023, the politically motivat-
ed, incessant push for vouchers 
in Texas has caused signifi cant 
damage in at least two major 
ways: by expanding the scope 
of public-school underfunding 
statewide, while also creating 
manufactured divides between 
local communities and their 
schools.

Although the expansion of 
chronic underfunding of public 
education is dire, drastic, and 

infuriating, especially 
since it is completely 
avoidable given our 
state’s record-setting 
surplus, I’d like to 
focus here on the 
other cost of our state 
leaders’ failed push 
for vouchers: the 
harm that has been 
caused by deliber-
ately attacking public 
schools over the past 

year as a political tactic to try to 
force vouchers into law.

What harm has this caused? 
The concerted, public attack 
on public schools, teachers, 
and administrators has created 
artifi cial, perceived divides be-
tween communities and their 
schools. By pushing false nar-
ratives about widespread “fail-
ing” schools and fear-mongering 
about culture war crises that 
aren’t happening in schools, 
mistrust can be fabricated in 
communities. Locally, folks 
might trust their schools less, 
might assume the worst of any 
school interaction or decision, 
and/or might slip into an “us” 
versus “them” mentality posi-
tioning parents against schools. 

The reality couldn’t be fur-
ther from the truth. Particularly 
in small towns, we must remem-
ber that the professionals in our 
schools who dedicate their lives 

to inspiring and teaching the 
next generation are our neigh-
bors, friends, customers, parish-
ioners, and fellow citizens. 

Together, we are Alpine.
Left unaddressed, the local 

impacts of these political divides 
can force great people out of one 
of the noblest professions: edu-
cation.

What can we do locally to 
counteract these manufactured 
divisions? Thankfully, quite a 
bit. Here are four ways we can 
make sure that we write the sto-
ry of the unity between our com-
munity and our public schools.

First, actively celebrate the 
great things that are going on 
in our schools every day. Great 
things happen every day in Al-
pine ISD. From classroom joys 
to extracurricular performances 
to character-building moments 
to skill development, join our 
students and staff  in celebrating 
these everyday successes.

Second, in a spin on the 
TSA-inspired slogan, when 
you see something good, say 
something good. In a time of 
coordinated negativity against 
public schools, your words of 
affi  rmation, encouragement, and 
support mean more than ever. 
Did you notice the way that the 
counselor honed in on a par-
ticular student’s needs? Thank 
them. Did you notice the way 

a teacher made a student’s day? 
Celebrate that. Did you notice 
the way that the coach helped 
a child learn a new skill while 
also building their confi dence? 
Shout that out. We attract more 
of what we put out; we become 
more collectively positive by 
seeing and acknowledging the 
good all around us.

Third, when concerns arise, 
bring them to school offi  cials so 
we can work on them together. 
We are a brilliant community; 
by putting our minds, efforts, 
and talents together, we can cre-
atively problem-solve issues as 
they arise. As a district, we are 
not perfect, but we are constant-
ly progressing. Join us in that 
collective eff ort on behalf of our 
community’s children.

Fourth, legislatively, let’s 
not be fooled by rhetoric that 
puts politics above children. 
Let’s keep advocating for the 
real issues that face our pub-
lic schools: adequate funding, 
teacher compensation, teacher 
shortages, support for programs 
that improve student outcomes, 
safety, and security needs, and 
collective support of public edu-
cation.

Let’s not allow a failed po-
litical stunt to negatively impact 
our community. We are Alpine. 
Together, we continually build 
our legacy of excellence.
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHICH OF THESE 

WOULD BE THE 

HARDEST TO LIVE 

WITHOUT?

62% 

RESULTS

MUSIC 

YOUR PHONE

TV/STREAMING

YOUR VEHICLE 

RESTAURANTS

6% 

0% 

18% 

14% 

Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.
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704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. 
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Attitude concerns
I’m not sure what position 

or action California Governor 
Gavin Newsom has taken re-
garding China and President Xi 
Jinping, and after reading Mr. 
Le Blanc’s letter of Novem-
ber 29, I still don’t. However, 

I can assure Mr. Le Blanc that 
Governor Newsome is not a 
“fi end” who seeks to “destroy 
America.” 

If Mr. Le Blanc wishes to 
warn us that Governor New-
som’s actions regarding China 
are somehow akin to Chamber-

lain’s appeasement of Hitler, he 
might make more progress with 
less name-calling and more reli-
ance on reasonable, fact-based 
arguments. Alas, I’m afraid such 
open-minded debate no longer 
has a place in our society. 

Mr. Le Blanc’s letter exempli-

fi es an attitude that infects not 
only our politics but increas-
ingly our daily lives. This atti-
tude has done more to “destroy 
America” than any policy of 
Governor Newsom. 

James Saunders
Alpine

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Which of these would be the 

hardest to live without?

-Music

-Your phone

-TV/Streaming

-Your vehicle

-Restaurants

The other cost of vouchers

“The greatest lesson in life 
is realizing I still have a lot to 
learn.”

— Author unkown

The view from my window is 
thought-provoking. I’ve always 
tried to learn from experience 
and by watching others.  

From where I sit in my offi  ce 
on the southeast corner of the 
downtown Center square, I have 
a front-row seat for many things. 
Chief among them in frequency 
is the sheer number of people 
in cars who don’t know how 
to drive. Or apparently, how to 
read traffi  c signs.

I also see a lot of wreckers. 
Towing services. “Why would 
I notice that” some may ask. 
It could be related to my first 
observation about people I see 
driving on the square. Or it 
could be related to experience. 
And memories. Because body 
shop paychecks working at 
Sandlin Chevrolet and Olds, and 
Surratt and Heimer Body Shop 
in Mount Pleasant paid my way 
through college.

Johnny Garner at Sandlin’s 
took a chance on me based on 
experience gained working the 
previous summer at Ogner Volk-
swagen body shop in Canoga 
Park, California. A memorable 
summer gig for a 19-year-old, 
working for my Uncle Bill, the 
shop manager. And body shops 
introduced me to the world of 
wrecker driving. Experience that 
aff orded me a lot more stories 
worth telling than did painting 
cars. 

In the late ‘60s, wrecker ser-
vices were on 24-hour call for 

periods of one week 
at a time. As the 
newbie at Sandlins, 
I was quickly tagged 
“the wrecker driver.” 
Mostly because no 
one looked forward 
to taking the wrecker 
home at night and 
sleeping close to the 
phone for the middle 
of the calls from the 
police department.

Wrecker driving was also my 
introduction to jobs where your 
clientele is people who are not 
having a good day. Rushing to 
help someone who has either 
been involved in a wreck or had 
car trouble.

Every time I bailed out of bed 
at 1:00 a.m. and hit the road re-
sulted in a diff erent story. 

Like the family, I rescued 
from the side old roadside park 
on Highway 67 toward Omaha. 
Where their big Olds Vista-
Cruiser station wagon’s trans-
mission had given up the ghost 
and left them stranded. I arrived 
and hooked on to the crippled 
cruiser. Then engineered a man, 
his wife, their child, and the 
family dog into the cab. Miracu-
lously, there was still room for 
me to drive. And by the time I 
dropped them off  at the Holiday 
Inn, we were all close friends. 
Almost too close. 

Other memories: some still 
haunt me. It was before the in-
vention of “The Jaws of Life.” 
A time when wrecker drivers 
were called on to pull mangled 
doors open or raise crushed car 
tops. Hopefully to free injured 
occupants. Not just to aid in the 

removal of bodies.
Occasionally, there 

were rewards. Like 
the time I worked a 
truck wreck on I-30. 
An overturned semi 
with a full load. Of 
bananas. Green ba-
nanas. The job took 
more than one wreck-
er service. When the 
rig was righted and 

ready to tow, the truck driver 
announced, “Take some of these 
bananas. We can’t sell them 
since they’ve been involved in 
an accident,” he said. “So, take 
a case. Or two. Or three.”

I stacked my bounty in the 
kitchen that night relishing the 
thought of fresh bananas. But I 
failed to factor in one thing. The 
bananas would get ripe. Every 
one of them at the same time. 
Mom made banana pudding and 
banana bread. We ate bananas 
on cereal. We ate bananas on 
ice cream. On toast. On things 
I would never have thought of 
eating. We shared bananas with 
family, friends, neighbors, per-
fect strangers. 

And with any job, there are al-
ways the weird and wacky sto-
ries. Warped humor, maybe. But 
they are stories because laugh-
ing is better than crying. 

The phone rings and in min-
utes, I’m on my way out to 
Highway 67 again. No details, 
just that DPS needs a wrecker. 
Wee hours of the morning and 
foggy. I pull up behind the 
cruiser on the side of the road. 
Lights fl ashing. No vehicle in 
sight. Just the officer waving 
his red baton fl ashlight, and the 

shaken-up driver sitting in the 
car. 

The trooper pointed out the 
local funeral home’s hearse. 
Down an embankment, front 
end in a creek bottom. Barely 
visible from the road. Wrecker 
set; I make my way down to the 
hearse pulling the cable. Winch 
in freewheel. After slithering up 
under the vehicle in the damp 
darkness and securing the cable 
on the rear axle, I open the driv-
er’s door to make sure the trans-
mission is in neutral.

In the glow of my fl ashlight, 
the fi rst thing I saw was the last 
thing one wants to see in the 
middle of a foggy night. The im-
pact had broken the casket from 
its mount in the back, propelling 
it forward, allowing the dearly 
departed to partially depart the 
damaged casket.

I jumped back, fell down, 
and dropped my fl ashlight. Said 
things I never let fl y in front of 
my sweet Momma. 

Gathering my wits and at-
tempting to get up, I heard hee-
hawing from up the hill. “I for-
got to tell you the funeral home 
is dispatching another hearse to 
transfer the body,” the officer 
said through his uncontrolled 
laughter. “As soon as you get 
that one back up to the high-
way.”

Some things have changed 
since then. I’ve learned that 
wreckers are better and safer. 
Cars are better and safer. Drivers 
on the other hand, not so much. 
That at this age, I still have a lot 
to learn. 

And laughing still beats cry-
ing.

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

Laughing still beats crying

DR. MICHELLE RINEHART

Superintendent, 
Alpine ISD

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com


 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Dec. 8 Big Bend Community 

Chorale Concert, 7:30 p.m. at the 

First United Methodist Church in 

Alpine.

Dec. 9 Frontier Christmas, 5-7 

p.m. Old West Christmas parade, 

Christmas cookie contest at all open 

downtown shops, craft booths at 

the Jeff  Davis County Courthouse, 

horse-drawn wagon and buggy 

tours to see Christmas lights, fol-

lowed by the courthouse tree light-

ing and a Christmas movie on the 

lawn. Visit the Fort Davis website 

for more information.
Dec. 9-11 Marfa Holiday Ba-

zaar, with hot cocoa, snacks, a 

holiday lights parade, singing from 

the Marfa Children’s Choir, and tree 

lighting on Friday. Vendors, music, 

and more on Saturday beginning at 

10 a.m., and on Sunday, starting at 

10 a.m. more shopping, music, and 

a pet parade at 3 p.m.
Dec. 10 Big Bend Community 

Chorale Concert, 3 p.m. at the First 

Presbyterian Church in Marfa.

Dec. 12 Friends of the Library,

12 p.m. for a meeting in the AEP 

multipurpose room at the Alpine 

Public Library for a discussion on 

fulfi lling their mission of building 

community, encouraging literacy, 

and promoting lifelong learning. 

Everyone is welcome.

ONGOING EVENTS  

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 E. 

Lockhart Ave. Schedules available 

on front door. For more information, 

call 915-562-4081 or aa-intergroup.

org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting,

noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-

ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.  
American Legion Post 79 meet-

ing, 6:30 p.m., second Monday each 

month, Legion Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross 

Ave. Dinner provided.   
American Legion Auxiliary 

meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 

each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. Sul 

Ross Ave.  
Amigo Run Club at Alpine City 

Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 101 W. 

Ave E. Weekly running club to walk/

run 1-3 miles. Meet at the Amigo 

garage and finish at Amigo. Call 

432-837-4012 for more informa-

tion.
Big Bend Amateur Radio Club 

meeting, 7 p.m., second Tuesday 

each month, Frontier Masonic 

Lodge #766, 2300 Highway 118 

North.
Big Bend Community Chorale 

rehearsals, on Monday evenings 

at 6 p.m. in the Sul Ross Fine Arts 
Building, Room 200. All are wel-
come, but first contact Andrew 
Alegria at Andrew.alegria@sulross.
edu, call 432-837-8216, or visit bbc-
chorale.wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Celebrate Recovery, at Big 
Bend Cowboy Church on Monday 
evenings 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For more 
information contact CW at 432-386-
3628 or Stacey at 432-386-2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine 
Public Library by appointment only, 
805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-
837-2621 to make an appointment.  

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-
837-2621 to make an appointment.  

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, noon, 
Wednesdays at the Sul Ross Univer-
sity Center, room 210   

Late Night Game Night, 9 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. every Thursday night at 
Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

See more at alpineavalanche.com.
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Our Avalanche 

reporter asked, 

“What are you 

excited about for 

winter break?”

Heard 
on the

STREET

Andrew Alegria: What 
I’m looking forward 

to this winter break is 
spending time with my 

partner, my parents, and 
my cat...... Oh, and fi nding 
all the Korok Seeds in Th e 
Legend of Zelda: Tears of 

the Kingdom.

Eric Busby: And 
I quote….”I look 
forward to doing 

nothing, and 
hopefully that 

nothing doesn’t 
begin before 3 p.m.”

Gregory Tegarden: I’m 
not ready for the semester 
to be over, because I love 

what I do, but I am looking 
forward to working in the 
garden. I will also get to 

sleep in a little, as much as 
I can these days. My wife 
and I also get to travel to 

see both our families.

Isabella Morales:
I am excited about 
not having 8 a.m. 

classes. Sleeping in is 
highly underrated.

Rosemary Briseno: I am 
looking forward to spending 
time with my family---with 

my husband and our two sons. 
We like to play board games 
while snacking on things like 

homemade pies, coff ee, and hot 
chocolate. I am also looking 

forward to reading for pleasure 
while cuddling with all my 

furry rescue children.

Dona Ward Blevins

dblevins@farmersagent.com

farmersagent.com/dblevins

2100 W Hwy 90, Ste B
Alpine, Tx 79830

WE'VE GOT 
YOU COVERED!
• Home      • Auto      • Commercial      • Life

Call 432-837-2225 today!

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 
IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.

Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

Trailer Sales, 
Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 
& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

1st MONTHRENT FREE

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio • Marfa
432.729.4306 • 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com

ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

PET OF THE WEEK

Alpine Humane So-
ciety Pet of the Week 
is Maggie. Maggie is a 
15-year-old Aussie/Rott-
weiler mix. This girl is 
looking for a loving re-
tirement home and still 
has plenty of love to of-
fer. Maggie is overweight 
but loves short walks to 
get some fresh air.

If you can offer this 
Golden Girl a good 
home, she will show 
you how healthy those 
daily walks can be. Mag-
gie gets along well with 
other dogs and enjoys the 
company of most people. 
Meet this happy girl to-
day and consider opening 
your home to her.

Remember, you can 
find a unique selection 
of new, nearly new, and 
vintage items perfect for 

holiday giving from our 
Thrift Store and Cattery. 
Thrift shopping is an 
economical and environ-
mentally friendly way to 
complete your shopping 
list this season.

Pet promotions are 
courtesy of the Alpine 
Humane Society. Alpine 
Animal Services handles 
pet adoptions at the city 
shelter, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 2 to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at 2900 E. 
Old Marathon Highway. 
For information about 
shelter pet adoptions, 
cremation services, or 
lost/found pets, call the 
Shelter at 432-837-9030.

The Alpine Humane 
Society Thrift Store and 
Cattery is at 706 N. 5th 
Street in Alpine, open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-

day through Saturday. 
The Pet Pantry is at 600 
N. 5th Street. The AHS 
Helpline is 432-837-
2532. To view adoptable 

pets, visit PetFinder.com 
or www.alpinehumane-
society.org, and check 
us out on Facebook and 
Instagram.

Everyone’s looking for 

something.

Find what you need 

every week in the Alpine 

Avalanche Classifieds.

Alpine community members sang Christmas carols before the offi  cial lighting of the county Christmas 
tree this past Friday night at the Brewster County Courthouse.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Singing in the Christmas season

Send your community events to kara.
gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

www.farmersagent.com/dblevins
www.chorale.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.petfinder.com
www.society.org
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.laposadamilagro.net
www.marfainsurance.com
www.alpineretirementhomes.com
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
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gave her report inform-
ing the counsel of the 
status of the September 
and October revenue 
and expense report out-
comes, “Bottom line, we 
did underspend based on 
our revenue collections, 
which is wonderful be-
cause that means we are 
building our fund bal-
ance.”

The city was recently 
approached by a law 
fi rm, which is gathering 
a coalition of cities that 
have contracts with AEP 
as legal counsel. The fi rm 
is pursuing a reasonable 
rate case to deter AEP 
from raising its rates.

Also, according to An-
trim, the airport will be 
seeing some changes in 
the future due to the pos-
sibility of expected grant 
funds. These funds are 
planned to be utilized in 
the software and infra-
structure updates for the 
airport. 

This is a Routine Air-
port Maintenance Plan, 
or RAMP, 90-10 grant. 
Usually a 50-50 split, this 
90-10 split means that the 
federal grant would cover 
90% and the city would 
be responsible for 10% 
of the cost, which the city 
has already set the funds 
aside for. “This is a huge 
investment for the city 
that we really need to har-
ness and move forward 
with,” said Antrim.

In other news, the 
council approved and de-
nied several action items 
during this meeting. 

The city council fol-
lowed the recommen-
dation of the planning 
and zoning committee 
regarding the rezon-
ing issue of 401 W. Sul 
Ross Ave. The property 
has been the subject of 
much discussion in re-
cent meetings because 
the owners hope to rent 
the property to a local, 
single-chair, salon owner.

While the council did 
decide to deny the rezon-
ing of this property from 
an R-2 to a C-O, they did 
approve the fi rst reading 
of an ordinance change 
that would grant the abil-
ity of an R-2 and higher 
the ability to host this 
type of small business.

On the subject of zon-
ing, the local zoning map 
will be getting a major 
overhaul soon. The plan-
ning and zoning commit-
tee has been tasked with 
creating an accurate and 
user-friendly map of all 
of the diff erent zones in 
the area, and the project 
is well underway.

Finally, the council ap-
proved the fi rst reading 
of an ordinance amend-
ing the city’s 2023-2024 
fi scal year budget.

In closing some of the 
council members had 
closing thoughts for the 
last meeting of 2023. 

Ward 5 City Coun-
cilman Rick Stephens 
thanked everyone for 
the “right” discussions, 
and that while many 
have diff ering opinions, 
he believes that they 
all hold the well-being 
of Alpine as a priority. 
Mayor Eaves said, “I do 
enjoy the discussions. 
We don’t always agree, 
but it’s really all about 
Alpine. And I appreciate 
those of you that come 
to these meetings.”

The council has en-
deavored to make the 
meetings shorter with the 
use of stricter time limits 
and agendas. “It’s been 
a long year, but we did 
get a lot accomplished. 
Thank you to everyone 
who continues to support 
the City of Alpine and 
I urge you to continue 
to be active. This is our 
last meeting of the year, 
so I want to wish you a 
Happy New Year and a 
Merry Christmas,” Ro-
driguez said.

COUNCIL • FROM 1

JANIS • FROM 1

After 24 years with 
TPWD, most recently as 
the Trans-Pecos District 
Leader, Janis will serve 
BRI as the Trans-Pecos 
Conservation Initiative 
Coordinator. He brings 
a wealth of knowledge 
and experience hav-
ing worked with private 
landowners on several 
issues that include game 
species management, and 
habitat enrichment via 
conservation projects, as 
well as helping landown-
ers to balance ranch op-
erations with their wild-
life management goals.

Janis will be working 
alongside BRI research-
ers and staff  to help im-

plement landscape-level 
conservation projects 
for grassland as well as 
riparian habitats across 
the region. These proj-
ects will include brush 
control management in 
existing pronghorn habi-
tats, the restoration of 
riparian areas by inter-
vening in the restoration 
of perennial creek fl ow, 
as well as pronghorn-
friendly fencing.

“I’m excited to be 
working with West Tex-
as landowners on habitat 
enhancement projects 
and helping them reach 
their goals,” said Janis. 
“Private landowners, and 
ranchers in particular, are 

crucial for healthy wild-
life populations in Texas, 
and we are fortunate to 
be able to offer several 
cost-share programs that 
can assist landowners 
across the region.”

On top of this TPWD 
grant, BRI is administer-
ing several other grants 
that will also provide for 
conservation efforts on 
privately owned land. 
To facilitate this pro-
cess, BRI has developed 
an application portal to 
apply for these grant re-
sources.

“We are pleased to 
make it easier for West 
Texas landowners to 
access funds that will 

help them implement 
conservation efforts 
and practices across the 
Trans-Pecos,” said BRI 
Associate Director of 
Stewardship Services 
Billy Tarrant.

The Center for Land 
Stewardship at BRI pro-
vides technical resources 
for landowners, energy 
developers, community 
members, and conserva-
tion partners that aid in 
facilitating cost-share 
programs to help carry 
the financial burden of 
land management tech-
niques that come with the 
implementation of these 
natural resource conser-
vation practices.

worked side-by-side with 
her husband in Brewster 
County for over 30 years. 
“I believe in small busi-
ness, I think that is what 
drives this country, and 
I’m an entrepreneur, and 
I just want to continue 
giving back to the com-
munity that I’ve been a 
part of all my life,” Hen-
ington replied.

Marketing is a part of 
any new business, and 
like the previous owner, 
Henington wants to con-
tinue using local media 
such as newspapers and 
radio along with word 
of mouth and local net-
working to get the word 
out about the business 
and about her being the 
new owner. “I hope to 

have a social media pres-
ence, but that may be 
something that has to 
be developed going for-
ward,” Henington added.

As for business of-
ferings, fl ower arrange-
ments are the largest part 
of the business. Double 
K off ers plants as well as 
some gifts and currently 
has Christmas gifts in 
stock along with beau-
tiful poinsettias for the 
holiday season.

As for future endeav-
ors, Henington hopes 
to have a small nursery, 
where they will be able 
to off er native plants to 
the public.

 “Jennifer and I both 
love plants and in my 
previous business, I 

bought and planted a lot 
of native plants. We had 
a nursery license, but I 
never sold any of them, 
I just gave them away, 
but we hope to utilize 
the backyard here at our 
location to fi ll our little 
greenhouse and offer 
native plant species to 
the public,” Henington 
remarked. “I just want 
to make sure before we 
begin anything new, 
that the current business 
model is doing well. I 
don’t want to start any-
thing new until what we 
are doing now is running 
smoothly, and I want to 
make sure that we are 
delivering a product that 
people are still happy 
with.”

DOUBLE K • FROM 1

Best wishes for the holiday season

Pct. 2 County Commissioner Sara Colando spoke to the Alpine community on Friday night at the tree 
lighting ceremony held at the Brewster County Courthouse.

Photo by Joh Covington

The Alpine Lion’s 
Club served hot 

chocolate and cook-
ies for the Alpine 

community at this 
past Friday’s tree 

lighting in front of 
the Brewster County 

Courthouse.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Serving 
up 

warmth

Bob 
Rice, FNP-C

Family Medicine

David 
Sanchez, MD

Board-certified 
Family Medicine

CALL TO 
SCHEDULE

Monday, Tuesday

and Wednesday

432-837-0430

Thursday, Friday 

and Saturday 

432-229-2008 

602 W O’ Reilly Street, Suite C

Presidio, TX

Clinic office hours: 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday

7:00am-7:00pm

H E A LT H  C L I N I C     P R E S I D I O
Part of Big Bend Regional Medical Center

Primary Care 
Comes to Presidio.

For healthcare that’s convenient and accessible to your whole 

family, turn to Big Bend Regional Health Clinic and our new location 

on O’Reilly Street. You’ll find services ranging from preventive 

care to treatment of chronic conditions. All with the convenience 

of evening hours and online scheduling. Scheduling is easy at 

BigBendAnytime.com. Conversational Spanish spoken.

Want more information?
Visit https://frontiercasa.org

Become a CASA Volunteer

Volunteers Needed

https://frontiercasa.org
www.bigbendanytime.com
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  soreness pain

  5  former name for

      Fort Cavazos near

      Killeen

  6  TXism: “split _

      ___” (laughed hard)

  7  TXism: “__ tight 

      he squeaks when 

      he walks” (miser)

  8  O.J.’s judge

  9  chili fl avorers

15  fi shing method:

      “____ line”

16  environment

      scientist

19  Italian artist POW

      who painted mural

      in Castro County

21  TXism: “risky as 

      ___  __ a sailor”

22  1st US military fl ight  

      took place at Fort  

      Sam Houston by Lt.  

      Benjamin _______

27   ____ Star State

28  TXism: “__  ____

      a hen, she’ll cluck”

29  TXism: “running       

      around like a 

      chicken with its 

      head ___  ___”

30  Texas pink granite

      with interspersed

      sky blue quartz

32  __ Pleasant, TX

      (abbr.)

33  Texas state fl ower 

      in Mexico (2 wds.)

36  Texas Blue Bell

      ice cream holder

37  Irving is the head-

      quarters of this

      nat’l scouting org. 

  1  shout of triumph

  2  gear tooth

  3  home of the NFL

      Texans

  4  this Cowboy was

      6’ 9” (4 wds.)

  8  colored eye part

  9  genre of TX Gene 

      Roddenberry’s 

      “Star Trek” (2 wds.)

10  mail place (abbr.)

38  in Victoria County on 

      U.S. 87

39  immensity

41  stat. for Astro Verlander

      or Ranger Eovaldi

42  gets whiffs of

45  LBJ took ____ of

      offi ce on Air Force One

46  ___ Rio, TX

47  Jesus’ saying on

      the cross (Aramaic)

48  S-shaped curve

49  derision

52  TXism: “so 

      many you

      couldn’t ____  

      ‘em with a stick”

53  TXism: “burn 

      the midnight

      ___” (work late)

54  Texas case:  

      “___ v. Wade”

55  TXism: “heavy 

      as the front ___

      of a John Deere”

11  birth state of TX

      Goodnight (abbr.)

12  Starbucks, e.g.

      (2 wds.)

13  these are big on

      some Texans  

14  weary exhale

15  triple strong eyewear

16  Jackson County seat

17  Buchanan Dam

      _____  ___ fl ow of

      the Colorado River

18  “I told you __  ____

      out of it!”

20  storytelling cowboy,

      “____” Trevino

22  this Couples won

      1987 Byron Nelson

      Golf Classic (init.)

23  UT foe for “Red

      River Shootout”

24  El Paso univer.

      (abbr.)

25  lazed about

26  Texans look for       

      quality __  ____ 

      in a nursing home

28  TXism: “pay __

      __ never mind”

31  charged atoms

34  dir. to Gonzales 

      from Pleasanton

      (abbr.)

35  TX Perot’s old co.

37  TXism: “wouldn’t

      ____ a biscuit”

      (harmless dog)

40  sporty ___ wheels

43  this Loetscher was

      South Padre Island 

      “Turtle Lady”

44  TXism: “a sight  

      ___  ____ eyes”

50  TXism: “took sick”

51  TX George H.W. 

      to TX George W.

P-1666
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Last Puzzle

 Solution

S-1665

       K E D A
       I M E T
       C A S E
       K N O N
       O U T T H E L I G H T S
       F E O  A L A N L O W R Y
       F L  N I E D  O L I V E S
  A M O T O R  K I N E  S W E N  A T
  C A R O L E K I N G  T A O S  H R R
   G A C E T A D E  H A L F  P A S O
     A L U M N I L I N E  A U S E D
     N O R A  R I N G  A B R A V E
     T O N Y  O L D  A L L E N E
          N Y P D B L U E
            R A B I E S
            I R O N
            N I T
            T N T
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Sale ends 12/31/23

2021 cold spell likely the culprit for Texas sage death

December 9, 1938

Florence Robinson with 
11 young fellow adven-
turers took to the sea for 
a 7,700-mile voyage to 
Tahiti. The crew man a 
89-foot brigantine and 
will be turned over to a 
copra trader at the end 
of the trip, one that the 
Dennis, the voyaging 
pig, will not see in fa-
vor of providing several 
meals for the crew.

December 29, 1950

19-year-old FFA 

boy, Joe Pecharich 

Jr., set a new hog 

price record with 

his participation in 

the 1950 Interna-

tional Livestock Ex-

position in Chicago. 

At $3.10 per pound, 

this hog brought his 

young owner more 

than $825.

December 5, 

1947

The famous 
Wings Over 
Jordan Choir 
will be coming 
to Alpine this 
month. The 
c o n d u c t o r , 
Gilbert Allen, 
has added the 
most excellent 
background of 
musical train-
ing and expe-
rience to the 
choir. 

December 9, 1938

The American Com-
mittee for Relief in 
partnership with the 
Czechoslovakian 
Red Cross has been 
formed to aid Czech 
refugees and fami-
lies, like pictured 
here. These families 
have been forced to 
leave behind their 
homes and posses-
sions while the Ger-
man army marches 
into the Sudetenland 
zones.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

Dear Neil: A friend has 
sage plants in her native 
plant landscape in Wichita 
Falls. Big sections of sev-
eral of them are dying out 
– have been for some time. 
They have been watered 
fairly well, both from rain 
and irrigation. What might 
cause them to be dying in 
parts?

It could be from poor 
drainage if they have been 
kept very wet for prolonged 
periods, but most of the ones 
I’ve seen struggling in the 
northern half of the state the 
past almost two years have 
been suff ering leftover dam-
age from the really cold spell 
clear back in February 2021. 
They were hurt and have just 
never bounced back.

Dear Neil: Last summer 
my magnolia tree took a 
beating from the brutal 
heat. What precautions can 
I take so that I won’t lose 
it next time around? I was 
watering it every other day.

Water is only one key to 
a magnolia’s survival – an 
important one, I’ll grant 
you, but there are others as 
well. Don’t overlook the 
importance of regular feed-
ings ahead of times of new 
growth. Apply an all-nitrogen 
fertilizer around March 1 
and repeat it on May 1. If we 

have a relatively cool, moist 
spring (might as well hope), 
a third application made June 
1 would be in order. 

One of the most critical 
things is to be sure there is no 
type of weedkiller included 
with the fertilizer. I’ve seen 
literally hundreds of beauti-
ful southern magnolias killed 
or maimed by applications of 
weed-and-feed lawn fertilizers 
containing atrazine. While it’s 
labeled for use on St. Augus-
tine turf, atrazine causes mag-
nolias’ leaves to turn yellow, 
roll, fold, and die.

You mentioned watering 
every other day. For a new 
tree less than two or three 
years in your landscape, that 
would be fi ne, but as any tree 
ages, watering less often but 
more at a time is the key. 

Soak the soil deeply enough 
that it doesn’t require addi-
tional irrigation for a week 
or so.

Dear Neil: Our beautiful 
chrysanthemum went from 
gorgeous to completely 
trashed overnight. What is 
the pest in my photo, and 
what do I do with the plant 
and the insects?

Those are spotted cucum-
ber beetles, and you’re right 
about the fact that they ruined 
your mums.  Cut your plants 
back to within an inch of the 
soil line (which you should 
do at the end of the blooming 
season anyway). Treat the top 
of the ground with Sevin or 
Permethrin to kill 
the existing bugs, 
then again in the 
spring if you see 
any signs of more 
of the beetles de-
veloping. Don’t 
let them get out 
of hand and treat 
them before they 
can feed on the 
fl owers.

Dear Neil: 
I have never 
grown purple-
heart before, but 
it did really well 
for me this year. 
I am told that it 
is winter hardy. 

Will it come back in the 
spring? My other wander-
ing Jew plants never have.

It’s the one type out of that 
group that is winter hardy. 
It will freeze to the ground 
(already has in some parts 
of the state), but if you leave 
it undisturbed, it will sprout 
out again in the spring. Your 
planting should get thicker 
and thicker over that time. 
It’s a great perennial that 
many of us have fallen in 
love with.

Dear Neil: Are there 
any types of tree leaves we 
shouldn’t use in our com-
post pile? We have primar-
ily elms in our yard, but 

I’ve collected upwards of 
20 bags from neighbors 
and I’m ready to grind 
them and put them into our 
compost.

Great work. That’s a won-
derful way to build up or-
ganic matter for your garden, 
and it also saves valuable 
landfi ll space. Some people 
will tell you that certain spe-
cies (oaks, pecans, walnuts, 
cedars, etc.) have oils that are 
not good for plant growth, 
but that’s vastly overstated 
in my opinion. Oaks and pe-
cans make up the bulk of our 
compost at our house, and a 
big part of our landscape is 
beneath eastern redcedars 

(growing in years of cast nee-
dles). The secret is in using 
these things in moderation 
and in giving them time to 
decay before you start plant-
ing in them. Your elm leaves 
will be a great mixer with 
oak and pecan leaves. Shred 
all of them to speed the decay 
and mix in 1 inch of topsoil 
or mature compost to intro-
duce the microorganisms 
needed to get it all started. 
You’ll be in great shape.

Have a question you’d like 
Neil to consider? E-mail him 
at mailbag@sperrygardens.
com. Neil regrets that he 
cannot reply to questions in-
dividually.

www.morrisonhardware.com
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 Sports

The Fightin’ Bucks 
basketball team played 
Van Horn in a non-dis-
trict home game, win-
ning 72-34. On Novem-
ber 28, traveling to the 
Denver City Tournament, 
they competed against 
the Levelland Lobos, los-
ing by a score of 43-49.  
On Saturday, the Fightin’ 
Bucks played the Liberty 
Patriots and won 68-60 
in the tournament fol-
lowed by a close loss of 
76-77 against the Slaton 
Tigers later that day.

Head basketball coach 
for the Bucks, Aaron 
Harwick shared after the 
Van Horn game, “It was 
good to have an early 
home game this year 
after a season last year 
where we did not have 
a home game until mid 
to late December. We 
played well and did some 
good things off ensively 
and defensively against 
Van Horn. I still feel like 
we haven’t hit our stride 
yet, but it’s early and we 
understand this season is 
a marathon, not a sprint.”

Hardwick believed that 
the Denver City Shootout 
would be an opportunity 

for the team to grow as 
a ball club, and the wins 
and narrow losses defi-
nitely revealed growth. 
In the fi rst challenge of 
the competition, against 
Levelland, the Bucks fell 
short by six points, los-
ing 43-49.

“As you know we 
came up short to Level-
land, a good upstart pro-

gram and a team who 
are well-coached. We 
struggled to get into any 
off ensive rhythm due to 
some things they threw 
at us defensively. Missed 
lay-ups, fouls, and turn-
overs also hurt us, but 
we make no excuses, and 
we will be better moving 
forward,” said Hardwick.

 In the next game with 

Liberty, the Fightin’ 
Bucks struck hard and 
fast in offense and de-
fense. Winning the game 
68-60, the Bucks would 
take that energy into the 
last game of the tourna-
ment. 

According to Hard-
wick, tournaments are 
good for kids because 
they afford another op-

portunity to see if the 
team has learned from 
the previous game. Cur-
rently, the Bucks have 
four wins under their 
belt and two losses. “We 
can’t play for the tourna-
ment championship any-
more, so the next chal-
lenge is to win the next 
two ball games in order 
to play for consolation, 

which would be a huge 
accomplishment for a 
tournament such as this,” 
Hardwick said.

On Tuesday, the Bucks 
were in Fort Hancock, to 
take on the the Mustangs. 
Alpine would defeat the 
Mustangs 77-42. Before 
the game, Hardwick said, 
“Ft. Hancock will be a 
challenge. They are very 
scrappy and tough, espe-
cially at home. We are 
looking forward to going 
on the road and compet-
ing against them.”

Tomorrow, the Fightin’ 
Bucks will face the San 
Elizario Eagles in a non-
district home game at 
7:30 p.m. followed by 
their next home game on 
December 12 against the 
Greenwood Rangers.

Bucks beat Van Horn before Denver City shootout

Zane Wash defends the net during the Bucks fi rst home game against Van Horn.

Photo by Joh Covington

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

Sports Schedule
FIGHTIN’ BUCK BASKETBALL

Dec. 8 San Elizario @ Alpine Gold 

4:30 p.m. JV 6 p.m. Varsity 7:30 

p.m.

Dec. 12 Greenwood @ Alpine Gold 

6:30 p.m. JV 5 p.m. Varsity 8 p.m.

Dec. 14-16 Sanderson Tournament 

TBD

LADYBUCKS BASKETBALL

Dec. 8-10 Andrews 

TournamentVarsity TBD

Dec. 12 Alpine vs Presidio JV 5 p.m. 

Varsity 6:30 p.m.

The Lady  Bucks 
played their first home 
game against the Van 
Horn Eagles last Tues-
day. In the non-district 
game, the Lady Bucks 
came out on top 57-29.

Head basketball coach 
for the Lady Bucks, 
Christopher Virdell said, 
“Against Van Horn, we 
were able to work our 
transition game. We were 
focused on rebounding 
and quick outlets to push 
the ball during practice, 
and I think we did that 
excellently.” 

And indeed, they did, 
with high scores in each 
quarter. The Lady Bucks 
outshot the Eagles in the 
fi rst quarter 11-7, the sec-
ond 27-7, the third 7-6, 

and 12-9 in the fourth. 
“We really want to 

score off of transition 
and keep the game as 
fast-paced as possible. 
I was able to get all the 
girls quality playing time 
and each one stepped up 
to the challenge. With 
a new and young team 
finding cohesiveness 
takes time with lots of 
playing, and it was nice 
to see the girls starting 
to feel comfortable with 
each other and seeing 
that trust on the floor,” 
said Virdell. “I was super 
excited about their play 
and proud of the growth 
they continue to show. 
The overall focus of the 
program is to compete 
at all times. I believe 
the girls are fi nding that

Lady Bucks 

win fi rst 

home game

In a battle to the end, 
the Sul Ross Lady Lo-
bos eeked out a win 
against the University of 
the Ozarks Eagles in last 
Thursday’s conference 
match-up at the Pete 
P. Gallego Center. The 
Lady Lobos defeated the 
Eagles 82-73.

Sul Ross would start 
the contest with a 9-0 
run on the Eagles with a 
series of layups by Vic-
toria Aguayo, Morgan 
Peralez, and Marley Ro-
kas. Cheyenne Bonilla 
would top this off  with a 
three-pointer at just un-
der seven minutes into 
the fi rst quarter.

About a third of the 
way into the second 
quarter Sul Ross was 
able to keep the lead 
over the Eagles but lost 
it until Aguayo hit a la-
yup with around fi ve and 
half minutes left in the 
quarter. The Lady Lo-
bos would keep the lead 

for the remainder of the 

game.

The contest would 

see double points on 

the board from Rokas 

with 21, Peralez with 

16, Aguayo with 15, 

and 13 from Bonilla. 

Bonilla and Kayley Diaz 

were the only two three-

Lady Lobos clinch conference opener

Cheyanne Bonilla takes her shot at the free-throw line after being fouled 
on her way to the basket during last Thursday evening’s contest against the 
University of the Ozarks. 

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Novah Carasco steals the ball during the Lady 
Bucks Home game against Van Horn.

Photo by Joh Covington

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

See LADY BUCKS • 9

See LADY LOBOS • 9

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

NAIDA MORRISNAIDA MORRIS
Sophomore shooting guard, has averaged 50% shooting, 
64% from the free throw line, 33 total points while pulling 

in 15 rebounds, 5 steals, 1 block, and 2 assist this past 
week. Naida is a versatile player on both sides of the floor 

and runs the 3 spot for the Lady Bucks.

NOW offering Concrete at

$130 YARD 
from our Alpine Plant

MATER IALSMATER IALS
B I G  B E N DB I G  B E N D

1" ROCK  |  3/8 PEA GRAVEL
CONCRETE SAND

432-837-4180
2801 E HWY 90|  Alpine

READY MIX CONCRETE  |  SAND  
ROCK  |  FINISH

16351 FM 170  | Presidio
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every day and it will lead 
to great fl oor chemistry 
as well as team chemis-
try.”

During this game, No-
vah Carrasco was the 
high scorer, reeling in 
20 points and a total of 
17 rebounds. Each Lady 
Buck played a strong 
game, with Nadia Mor-
ris and Karolina Castillo 
adding 14 and 10 points 
respectively to the team’s 
57-point total.

The Lady Bucks then 
traveled to the Denver 
City tournament, first 
facing the Midland Clas-
sical Knights, and falling 
short 31-49.

“The Midland Clas-
sical game came down 
to turnovers in the sec-
ond and third quarters 
for us. We played even-
ly matched with them 
throughout the game stat-
wise and the game was 
close. We had to adjust in 
the mid-quarters defen-
sively and run man-to-
man, something we have 
not played much of this 
year yet, and I was very 
pleased with the girls’ 
coachability. That game 
led to us adjusting our 
defensive scheme for the 
rest of the tournament, 
playing against Monah-
ans and Morton,” Virdell 
said.

In the Monahans game, 
the Lady Bucks kept it 

close, being outshot in 
the fi rst quarter 10-11, in 
the second 20-17, win-
ning the third 20-17, and 
losing the fourth quarter 
by 10-13.

“The Denver City 
tournament was a great 
gauge for us with qual-
ity competition. We were 
able to work on every-
thing and also learned to 
adjust on the fl y.  Against 
Marathon, that was our 
fi rst game, and you could 
see it. A double overtime 
game that came down to 
missed opportunities and 
free throw percentage,” 
said Virdell.

During the Marathon 
game Novah Carrasco, 
the senior point guard 
injured her ankle, and 
according to Virdell that 
made them have to adjust 
their off ense very quick-
ly. “It was a great first 
game for us and allowed 
me to situate the girls in 
positions for upcoming 
games,” Virdell said.

According to Virdell, 
through all these games, 
the girls just compete re-
gardless of the opponent, 
score, or game situation. 
And that they continue 
to work hard every day, 
get better every day, and 
have bought into each 
other. 

“As long as there is 
growth there is progress 
and with progress comes 

success. We learn from 
every game, win or lose, 
and I am super proud of 
these young ladies,” said 
Virdell. 

On Tuesday, the Lady 
Bucks faced Fort Han-
cock in a non-district 
away game, where they 
fell 34-41 to the Mus-
tangs.

Before the game, Vird-
ell said, “Fort Hancock 
will be a tough match for 
us. They have one of the 
best players in West Texas 
playing for them. We will 
game plan to stop her and 
run the court. They like to 
run just like us, so it could 
possibly turn into a track 
meet. The girls will see a 
lot of rotation play in this 
game.”

Today, the Lady Bucks 
enter another tourna-
ment, fi rst facing Denver 
City and then Bowie. The 
team will then begin their 
fi rst district games later 
this month, starting with 
Presidio on December 
12.

LADY BUCKS • FROM 8

point goals of the game, 
with Diaz coming fresh 
off  the bench in the third 
quarter to hit a mid-range 
jump shot at the six-min-
ute mark followed by her 
three-pointer a minute 
later.

The team showed co-
hesion coming into the 
fourth quarter of the 
game. Bonilla would 
score six more points for 
her total on the evening 
along with Peralez’s four. 
Rokas would add three 
more points to the board 
with a free-throw and a 
jumper while Aguayo 
and Ariana Escalante 
would score two a piece. 

Head coach EJ Smith 

had this to say, “Our 
players played hard and 
shot the ball well. My 
team shot the ball 50% 
from the floor and we 
were able to grab 43 re-
bounds and 25 assists as 
a team. I am very happy 
with our performance, 
but we need to clean 
up a few things. Rokas, 
Aguayo, and Peralez 
shot over 50% from the 
fl oor scoring 21, 15, and 
16 points respectively. 
My guard Victoria had 
10 rebounds alone on 
the night and Bonilla 
handled the ball well 
and added six more to 
that total. Diaz sparked 
coming off the bench 

with her three-point shot 
along with making all of 
her free throws and la-
yups. It was a great team 
eff ort.”

Sul Ross now sits at 
3-4 on the season after 
facing UT Dallas on Sat-
urday. The ladies would 
fall just short of victory 
in Saturday’s contest, 
falling 60-62 to the Com-
ets.

Next up for the Lady 
Lobos, they follow the 
men’s team to Abilene to 
take on McMurry Uni-
versity tonight at 5:30 
p.m. followed by an af-
ternoon game versus 
Hardin-Simmons at 1 
p.m. on Saturday.

LADY LOBOS • FROM 8

Several of the Sul 
Ross State University 

men’s basketball team 
received their letter 

jackets last Thursday 
evening during the 

half-time portion of 
the women’s contest 

against the University 
of the Ozarks at the 

Pete P. Gallego Center.

Photos by Kara Gerbert

Five Sul Ross 
women athletes were 
on hand to receive 
their letter jackets 
Thursday evening 
during a half-time 
ceremony at the 
Lobo men’s basket-
ball game. Receiving 
jackets were Court-
ney Cavallin, Cait-
lyn Corley, Marley 
Rokas, Kayley Diaz, 
and Brylee Sweeten.

Hoops masters

In what activities did 
you participate in 
high school?
I participated in 
basketball, baseball, the 
National Honor Society, 
Student Advisory, and 
Leadership Council.

Who was your 
favorite teacher/
coach, and why?
Coach Hardwick 
because he pushes me 
to be the best version of 

myself and he has my 
back on and off the court.

What was your 
favorite moment in 
the last four years?
My favorite moment 
was winning bi-district 
in basketball with 
my brother in my 
sophomore year.

What are your plans 
after high school?
I plan to go to college 
and play basketball.

SE
NIO

R

Spot
ligh

t

Jace Canaba

Jace Canaba
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111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Parham Announces Candidacy 

for District Court Judge

My name is Bill Parham and I formally announce my candidacy to 
be the 394th District Court Judge.  I am currently the First Assistant/Border 
Prosecutor for the 83rd District Attorney’s Office in Alpine. I have over 6 year’s 
experience as a prosecutor in Brewster, Jeff Davis, Presidio, and Pecos Counties.   
As District Judge, I will preside over the same three counties, Brewster, Jeff 
Davis, and Presidio, plus Culberson and Hudspeth Counties. I am a full-time 
prosecutor and I ask for your vote to be the full-time District Judge.

I am married to my lovely wife Denna and together we have four 
children and ten grandchildren.  We live in Alpine where I am also a member 
of the Grand Masonic Lodge of Texas – Alpine Frontier Lodge 766.

I have been a full-time practicing Texas lawyer for over 33 years.  I 
graduated from South Texas College of Law in Houston.  My legal career 
consists of 15 years in private practice in criminal law, criminal appellate law, 
family law, probate law and, guardianship law.  I am certified from Texas Tech 
University/Lubbock County in mediation and family law mediation.  I have 
over 18 years’ experience as a full-time prosecutor in criminal law and criminal 
appellate law.

I am currently a member of the Child Protection Law, Family Law, and 
Criminal Justice Sections of the State Bar of Texas.  In addition, I have been an 
instructor at Angelina College where I taught Family Law, Ethics, and Criminal 
Law.  I am also an instructor for the Sul Ross State University Police Academy 
where I teach Texas Penal Law, Texas Criminal Procedure, Arrest, Search and 
Seizure, Court Procedures, and U.S & Texas Constitution.

 My entire legal career has been in Texas Law which serves to enhance 
my experiences and qualifications to be a Texas District Court Judge.

As District Judge, I will be committed to establishing and maintaining 
a just and fair court where litigants/defendants are treated with respect, and 
the same is expected of them for one another, opposing lawyers, and the court 
staff.  I will be a full-time District Judge.

Over the course of the next several weeks, I will be knocking on doors 
and holding meet and greets.  Please take the opportunity to share your 
concerns and ask questions. 

Lastly, I ask:  MAY I HAVE YOUR VOTE FOR DISTRICT COURT JUDGE?  
May God Bless Texas.

    BILL PARHAM
    billparhamfordistrictjudge@gmail.com

Political ad paid by for by the Bill Parham for Judge Campaign, Gina Leyva Treasurer

Bill Parham

EARLY VOTING:  FEBRUARY 20 THRU MARCH 1

ELECTION DAY:  MARCH 5
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FOR RENT

FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE HELP WANTED WANT TO BUY GARAGE SALE

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Mobile homes 

and spaces. Close 

to Sul Ross Uni-

versity. Frontier 

Mobile Home 

Village. 1102 N. 

9th St. trailer #35 

Alpine. Call 432-

837-2736 

FOR RENT/LEASE

Rentals Available. 

Call Rhonda Cole 

432-837-5539 

407 E Lockhart #2 

3 BR / 1 Bath Rent 

$1200.00/mo + 

Deposit 432-249-

0293 

407 E. Lock-

hart Apt#3, 1 

BR/1Bath, Rent 

$725.00 /mo + 

Deposit, 432-249-

0293 

208 Dolores 

Mountain Trail 

- Ft Davis, 4 BR 

/ 2 Baths, rent 

$1600.00/mo + 

Deposit, 432-249-

0293 

Apartment for 

rent: 1 bed, 1 

bath rental. $600/

month plus 

deposit. Call 432-

249-0569 

HOME RENTALS 

AVAILABLE SOON 

3 bedrooms, 1 

& ¾ baths, large 

living room, 

Central heat and 

air, refrigerator, 

range, stacked 

washer & dryer. 

W. Hwy 90. Rent 

$1,100.00 per 

month plus utili-

ties or $1,350.00 

utilities furnished. 

CARPENTER 

PROPERTIES, 

432-386-6773 OR 

432-837-3325 

2 bedroom 1 & ¾ 

baths, manufac-

tured home living 
room, appliances, 
central heat, 
and air. Large, 
covered patio, 
views, on 50 
acres. Pasture for 
2 horses may be 
possible. $800.00 
per month plus 
utilities. CARPEN-
TER PROPERTIES, 
432-386-6773 OR 
432-837-3325 

2-bedroom 1 
bath, manufac-
tured home, 
stove, range, 
washer & dryer. 
NW part of town. 
Central heat. 

Good neigh-
borhood. Rent 
$650.00 plus utili-
ties or $850.00 
utilities furnished. 
CARPENTER 
PROPERTIES, 
432-386-6773 OR 
432-837-3325 

Small 2-bedroom 
1 bath home 
central part of 
town. Good 
neighborhood. 
Range, refrigera-
tor, washer, and 
dryer. $850.00per 
month, utili-
ties furnished. 
CARPENTER 
PROPERTIES, 

432-386-6773 OR 

432-837-3325 

If interested, pick 

up Lease Applica-

tion at 708 E. Ave. 

E, Alpine, Texas. 

Previous rental 

and credit refer-

ences required. 

CARPENTER 

PROPERTIES, 

432-386-6773 OR 

432-837-3325 

201 W. Del Rio, 3 

bedroom, 1 bath 

for rent. 432-837-

3503 

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fi ll night audit. 
Excellent pay and 
benefi ts. Please 
apply in person at 
2607 West High-
way 90. 

Holiday Inn 
Express is seek-
ing dedicated 
employees to fi ll 
morning front 
desk, breakfast 
attendant, and 
housekeeping 
positions. Please 
apply in person at 
2004 East High-
way 90. 

I buy cast iron 
skillets please text 
or call 512-963-
7533 

Want to buy old 
Colt pistols and 
old Winchester 
Lever Action rifl es. 
Daytime phone 
#: 432-294-2094. 
Nights/weekends: 
432-364-2234 

GARAGE SALE

Lots of items, 
more every time 
we hold a sale. 
Gift-quality col-
lectible glassware. 
Books - lots 
of scifi , some 

young adult, 

some general lit, 

some nonfi ction. 

Housewares, 

decorative items, 

Mardi Gras-

themed Christ-

mas decoration 

set, old framed 

bird prints, gen-

eral stuff . Located 

at 128 Deer Trail 

Road Saturday 

12/9 from 9:00 

- 1:00, Sunday 

12/10 from 12:00 

- 3:00. Early birds 

charged double. 
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Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

Part- Time Property Manager
M-F 8-12

Pay Per Experience 

12-18/HR

Send resume to:

ezuniqa@harlingencdc.org

or call Eileen 432-294-0706

BBT IS HIRING!  
For consideration, please 

apply on-line at:   

 BBT website or via

https://www.indeed.com/

cmp/Big-Bend-Telephone

LEGAL NOTICE

APPLICATION HAS BEEN 

MADE WITH THE TEXAS 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

COMMISSION FOR A LATE 

NIGHT PERMIT BY CASA 

DEL BARCO LLC DBA THE 

BOATHOUSE, LOCATED 

AT 390 IVEY RD., 

TERLINGUA, BREWSTER 

COUNTY, TEXAS  

79852, OWNED 

AND OPERATED BY 

GREGORY K. HAMMER.

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• FULL-TIME BOOKKEEPER

 with experience

• ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

• MEDICAL BILLER

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

• PART TIME - MAINTENANCE WORKER,

 PCHS locations

• HOUSEKEEPER- PART TIME

• FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST- Alpine

Now Hiring

PART-TIME

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Shipping/Receiving Clerk with NEW PAY RATE 
OF $15.00 per hour to start. Opportunity to earn 
$16.00/per hour upon competent comple� on 
of training. Fast Track to Management

Responsibili� es include loading and 
unloading, forkli�  opera� on, prepara� on 
of shipping documents, verify deliveries, 
maintain warehouse and other general 
du� es.  Requirements: Must be willing to work 
fl exible hours including evenings, weekends 
and holidays, ability to work independently, 
verbal and wri� en communica� on skills, 
working knowledge of computers and forkli�  
experience preferred.  Opportunity to move 
to Supervisor level and pay within the fi rst 6 
months of employment.  Must be able to pass 
a pre-employment drug screen. 

Interested candidates should email or fax 
resume to (432)729-3071 Ext. 607 or texashr@
villagefarms.com, applica� ons are also 
available at Village Farms Security Sta� ons 3 
Miles N. Hwy 17 Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 
17 FT. Davis, TX.  

Trade your unwanted 
items for fast cash with 

the Classifi eds.

P.O. Box 719
Alpine, TX 79831

ALPINE 
AVALANCHE
CLASSIFIEDS

RIGHT
ON THE 
MONEY!

The Classifi eds

PLACE YOUR
AD TODAY

432-837-3334
publisher@alpineavalanche.comSubscribe

today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com Follow us on Facebook @ TheAlpineAvalanche

Notice is hereby given 

that original Letters 

Testamentary for the 

Estate of Eleanor 

Margaret Hay Foster, 

Deceased, were issued 

on October 24, 2023, 

in Cause No. PR03136, 

pending in Brewster 

County, Texas, to 

Mark Foster. All claims 

can be submitted 

to Mr. Foster at 614 

Mountainside Drive, 

Alpine, Texas, 798830.

www.wtnb.com
www.avalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.villagefarms.com
https://www.indeed.com
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Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334

Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.

432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

God has spoken
Hebrews 1:1 – 2 tells us, “Long ago God 

spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways 
by the prophets, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir 
of all things, through whom he also created the 
worlds.” Perhaps the most important part of the 
verse is at the beginning, “God spoke.” It is pretty 
amazing that the God who created the universe, 
including humans, speaks to His creation. His 
desire to speak indicates that He wants to have 
a relationship with people. In its simplest form, 
a covenant was an agreement that those who en-
tered into the covenant would be His people, and 
He would be their God. The people who entered 
into the old covenants, however, were unfaithful.

In these last days, however, according to the 
author of Hebrews, God has spoken by a Son, 
and that is a reference to God’s only Son, Jesus 
Christ. In John 1:1, Jesus is the Word, and He 
was with God, and He is God. Jesus is the way 
God spoke to those in the First Century and still 
speaks to us in the 21st Century. Jesus introduced 
a new covenant, available to all people who 
would believe in Him. The Old Covenant was 
based on the law, but the New Covenant is based 
on grace. Those who believe in Jesus Christ enter 
into the New Covenant and are promised forgive-
ness and eternal life.

The readers of Hebrews are not specifi cally 
identifi ed, but there are indications that they were 
Jews who had converted to Christianity. They 
were experiencing hardships, including perse-
cution, and it appears they were thinking about 
abandoning their faith in Jesus and returning to 
Judaism. The purpose of the Book of Hebrews 
was and is to encourage them and us to remain 
faithful to Jesus by showing He is superior to an-
gels, prophets, and priests. Hebrews 2:8 encour-
aged readers to “pay greater attention to what we 
have heard so that we do not drift away from it.”

“Drifting away” may be a good way to de-
scribe the decline in the importance of Christi-
anity in our nation. Instead of this happening in 
a culture of hardship and persecution, it is hap-
pening in a nation in which freedom of religion 
is guaranteed, and, for the most part, people live 
a life of abundance. Perhaps we have not under-
stood that Jesus has told us to take up our cross 
daily and follow Him, which requires a change 
of heart and transformation into His likeness. 
Paul calls it presenting our bodies as a living 
sacrifi ce. The good news is that even when we 
have drifted away, Jesus is still faithful. When 
Jesus was transfi gured, the disciples Peter, James, 
and John heard a voice say, “This is my beloved 
Son. Listen to Him.” As we enter the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas, God is still speaking to 
us through His Son. Are we listening? Are we 
following?

BY LANA COVINGTON
First Christian Church of Alpine

Invitation to Comment  

on a Proposed Wireless 

Telecommunications Facility

Interested persons are invited to comment 

on the tower and antennae placement and 

related equipment shelters at the wireless 

telecommunications facility proposed 

to be constructed at: N 30 21' 16.39"/W 

103 41' 22.67", 2601 FM 1703, Alpine, 

Brewster County, Texas, with respect to 

impacts on historic properties located at 

or near this facility, if any. The facility will 

consist of a 36' MP. Comments regarding 

potential effects to historic properties 

should be submitted within 30 days of 

the date of this notice by mail to White 

Buffalo Environmental, Inc., 7707 East 

111 th St., Suite 101, Tulsa, OK 74133, or 

by calling (918)660-0999. Questions about 

this facility or this notice may also be 

directed to that address or phone number. 

This notice is provided in accordance 

with Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act.

www.holidayinnexpress.com
https://capps.taleo.net/careersection/802/job
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
https://tpwd.texas.gov/jobs
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.mission.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating  

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT 

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

DRUG STORE

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BOUNCE HOUSE/PARTY

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

To advertise your
business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or
Donna @ 432-336-2281

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435  |  877.493.7862  |  WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

JT @ 432�837�3334 OR EMAIL JT.MARONEY@ALPINEAVALANCHE.COM

DONNA @ 432�336�2281 OR EMAIL DONNA.GONZALEZ@FORTSTOCKTONPIONEER.COM

DESIGNER HOMES

432-284-1184

432-284-9003

Making Your Dream
Making Your Dream

Home Come True
Home Come True

GLASS & MIRROR SERVICES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

���������	��
��
AVP/Escrow Officer

600 W. Dickinson Blvd. | Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-3301

pmcknight@pbabstract.com

R&K JUMPING BALLOONS
PARTY SUPPLIES

WE OFFER:
Party Packages

Tables w/chairs

Hot Dogs Machine

Popcorn Machine

Snow cone Machine 

Cotton Candy Machine

Please Contact:
432.299.1100

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND 

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 727772755

BODY SHOP

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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        EXAST ROUNDUP

PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@fi ndaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo 
HAIR STYLIST

STORAGE

REAL ESTATE

TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

www.legacybrokergroup.com | 432-837-3325

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 
JT @ 432�837�3334 OR EMAIL JT.MARONEY@ALPINEAVALANCHE.COM

DONNA @ 432�336�2281 OR EMAIL DONNA.GONZALEZ@FORTSTOCKTONPIONEER.COM

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W. 
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

432-336-3314 
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

Angela Miles,
Realtor

804 N. Main | Fort Stockton
432-290-8038 | akmilesrealtor@yahoo.com

Let my years of experience work for you.

 Residential

 Commercial

 Ranch

 Property Management

�������	
�����
�	�����
��
����

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

SPA

Royal Beauty Studio

Eunice Page
Micropigmentation Artist

eunicebarronp@yahoo.com

237 W. 21st St. Fort Stockton Texas

Business Facebook:
Royal Beauty Studio

432-294-1565

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-2281

REAL ESTATE

Limpia Realty
Serving Alpine, Fort Davis, Marfa, Terlingua and the far west Texas area.

(855) 546-7424
www.LimpiaRealty.com

Limpia
Self Storage

Storage units are available now!

609 E Holland

Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 386-9420

SPAHOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa, 

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We off er the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-2281

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-2281

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.limpiarealty.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.ranchoutwest.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com
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Texas Trash Pie

Need help with 
your balance  

This Christmas?

Alpine Community 
Credit Union 

Is now offering

Holiday Loans 
for the holiday season. 

Amounts of up to 

$1,200
for qualifying members.

Great rates

Flexible terms

Fast answers

Come by and see if we can 

fulfill you holiday needs.*
*Restriction may apply.

Alpine CommunityAlpine Community
Credit UnionCredit Union

111 N 2nd St,

Alpine, TX

(432) 837-5156

A Mark of Excellence winner in Sales and Customer Service.

16 YEARS IN A ROW!

d Cd Cd C S

Jordan Jordan GonzaleGonzaless

enceccece winiwinw nernerer iniiiiniii SSSSSSSSSSaSSSSSaSaSSalllllesles

Gabino Gabino LopezLopez

A M kkk fff E

Eric NunezRudy Franco Candi Candi DominguezDominguez

$3,500 REBATE OR 

Locally owned for over 20 years!Locally owned for over 20 years!
SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT

AMISTADMOTORS.NETAMISTADMOTORS.NET
2110 W Dickinson Blvd • Fort Stockton2110 W Dickinson Blvd • Fort Stockton

432.336.9000432.336.9000

SONAL OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNNNNAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLONALOOOOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLHE SEASONEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAASSSHE SEAEEE SSEAAAAAAAAAAATIS THTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHIIIIIIT S EEEETTI NSSSS SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS NAH AS AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAEEEE SEAEA NH SSSSSS AO AT S SSSSSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL SSSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLHHHHHHHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEHHHHHHHEEEEEEEEEEEEEETTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSS EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEHEEEEEEEEEEEETTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHEEETTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH SSSS LSOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSIS EE SSS SSSSSSHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSIIIIIIIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSIIIIIIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIITTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIITTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT AASSSSSSSSSSSSAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAASSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEHHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
2022 CHEVY MALIBU LT2022 CHEVY MALIBU LT
** $359 PER MONTH** $359 PER MONTH 
OR $23,995OR $23,995 +TTL 

2022 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER LT2022 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER LT
** $389 PER MONTH 

 +TTL +TTL
TL 

*  Must Finance Through GM Financial ** 72 MOS. @ 4.99% WAC * Must Finance Through GM Financial ** 72 MOS. @ 4.99% WAC 

WHATEVER 
YOU'RE CRAVING, 

WE HAVE YOU 
COVERED!

900 E. Avenue E
Alpine, Texas

Mon. - Thurs. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

432-336-8700
1108 W. Dickinson Blvd. Ste B

Fort Stockton, Tx. 79735

• Orthodontics

• Composite

• Crowns

• Extractions

• X-rays

Work with

most Insurance

Welcoming
New Patients

WE ACCEPT ADULTS AND KIDS

Texas Trash Pie

Directions:

Preheat oven to 350 

degrees.

Crush pretzels and 

crackers

Heat butter in a 

microwave-safe bowl 

until melted.

Combine all the in-

gredients in a large 

bowl and mix until 

well blended.

Pour or spoon into 

the pie crust and bake 

for 35 minutes or until 

the pie is set or golden 

brown on top.

Let cool for 30 min-

utes before serving.

Note* Original recipe 
calls for a 9” deep dish 
frozen pie crust, but I 
substituted that for a 
10” graham cracker 
crust.

Ingredients:
1 10” graham cracker 
pie crust or chocolate 
pie crust
1 cup chocolate chips

1 cup crushed pret-
zels
1 cup crushed gra-
ham crackers
1 c shredded coconut
1 cup pecan pieces
1 cup caramel or tof-
fee bits (Heath bar)
1 stick unsalted but-
ter
1 can sweetened con-
densed milk.

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

For someone who 

writes about food, the 

holidays are always the 

best time of the year. Par-

ties and gatherings galore 

are all a part of the festivi-

ties and most of the time 

these get-togethers in-

volve some sort of food. 

While many of these fo-

cus on appetizers and fi n-

ger foods, the more legit 

holiday gatherings like 

Christmas always bring 

out savory delights and 

scrumptious desserts.

Now that Thanksgiv-

ing is behind us, we can 

concentrate on all of the 

goodies for our Christmas 

table. One such dessert, 

that while not traditional 

holiday fare, that should 

be on everyone’s table 

this season is Texas Trash 

Pie. Although the name 

leaves something to be 

desired, it is the dessert 

world’s “relative” to our 

local burrito joint’s Trash 

Can burrito.

While most pies have 

a main ingredient with 

maybe some spices and 

binders to hold it all to-

gether, this pie has a 

little bit of everything. 

Chocolate, check, coco-

nut, check, toff ee, check, 

coconut, check, pretzels, 

check, and even sweet-

ened condensed milk. 

Those ingredients pretty 

much cover the gambit 

where ingredients are 

concerned. There’s likely 

not another pie out there 

with as many varied in-

gredients.

This pie is also deli-

cious, although if you’re 

looking for something 

that isn’t very sweet, best 

to steer away from this 

one. It hits the top of the 

scale of sweetness, but it 

also rises to the top where 

texture is concerned.

Many pies, when one 

thinks about texture fall 

into a couple of catego-

ries. First, if we’re talk-

ing about something such 

as chocolate pie or key 

lime pie, those pies have 

a smooth, velvety texture 

to them. If fruit pies are 

what you think of when 

you think about pies, not 

only do these have a vel-

vety fi lling, but they add 

in the added texture of 

the fruit they’re made of. 

Peach, cherry, blueberry, 

and apple come to mind 

as pies with texture. Let’s 

not forget pecan pies ei-

ther. While their texture is 

coarser than a traditional 

fruit pie, their sweet fi ll-

ing falls right in line with 

the description of the oth-

ers.

This Texas Trash Pie is 

unlike any of those men-

tioned above. Instead, it 

has a unique texture to it. 

Not quite chewy, but not 

smooth and velvety or 

crumbly as a cake would 

be. Its fl avor and texture 

are as unique as its name, 

and it is guaranteed to 

leave your tastebuds hap-

py.

So, if you’re looking 

to try something diff er-

ent this holiday season 

that is sure to please any-

one with a sweet tooth, 

look no further than this 

unique pie with a taste as 

big as the state it’s named 

after.

Texas Trash Pie
Photo by Kara Gerbert

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.amistadmotors.net

