
 

The Brewster County Com-

missioners Court held its reg-

ularly scheduled meeting on 

Tuesday, November 28. At this 

meeting, Sheriff  Ronny Dodson 

stepped forward to introduce 

the court to Dory, his offi  ce’s 

newly acquired bomb dog. 

Dory is the only bomb dog in 

the area and will be available 

for nearby counties as well 

as Brewster. According to the 

sheriff , Dory has already 
been put to work and 
brushes up on her skills 
daily.

In his county judge 
report, Greg Henington 
shared that some head-
way has been made in 
the storage organizing 
project. There are estimated to 
be almost 1,000 boxes of fi les 
in county storage. They will 
continue to go through the con-
tents to process what needs to 
be discarded and what needs to 

be kept and digitized.
The courthouse lawn 

has also undergone 
some updates with the 
replacement of one of 
the telephone poles and 
the renovation of all the 
electrical boxes. This is 
just in time for the court-

house Christmas lighting taking 
place on Friday night.

The court approved the mo-
tion to distribute the amount of 
$65,000 and $130,000 from the 
Local Assistance for Tribal and 

County Fund to the Terlingua 
Common School District and 
the San Vicente School District 
respectively. The court approved 
the payment in the amount of 
$49,999 for the purchase of a 
travel trailer that will be used as 
a mobile library for South Brew-
ster County. The trailer itself has 
already been received and is in 
the county’s possession.

Next, the court approved 
hiring Malinda Richardson to 

More than just an “art 
club”, the Big Bend Arts 
Council (BBAC) em-
barked on its fledgling 
beginnings in 1998, and 
by 2000 became an of-
fi cial 501(c)3 non-profi t 
organization. Twenty-
three years later, this lo-
cal group of like-minded 
individuals serves as the 
area’s artist’s mecca, 
ushering in not only dis-
plays of almost 50 local 
artists but also off ering 
education and funding to 
the local creative minds.

The group began with 
individuals who are art-
ists in their own right, 
including art instruc-
tors at Sul Ross such as 
Carol Fairlie and the late 
Bob Hext, along with 
Debra Allison and Janet 

Moeller among others. 
Along with a set of by-
laws set up by local at-
torney Eve Trook, Fair-
lie said she also set up 
their mission statement.

 It reads “The Big 
Bend Arts Council is 
established for the pur-
pose of providing a fo-
rum for supporting and 
promoting the arts in 
the Big Bend region. To 
encourage community 
interest in the arts and 
to share ideas, discuss 
techniques, encourage 
creativity, provide con-
sultation to area and city 
organizations, and work 
cooperatively with other 
art groups in the region. 
The purpose shall be 
achieved through re-
gional art exhibitions, 
providing instructors 
for lessons, discounts on 

supplies, off ering profes-
sional critique groups, 
paint-outs, workshops, 
guest artists, cultural 
events, and the devel-
opment of a scholarship 
fund.”

While that seems like 
an insurmountable goal, 
the BBAC does every-
thing its mission state-
ment says it will. Part of 
their goal is to teach stu-
dents and artists about 
professionalism. “Our 
goal is to show artists 
how to hang art shows, 
how to frame paintings 
and photographs, how to 
price pieces of art, and 
why it is important to 
matte watercolor piec-
es,” said Fairlie.

The group also pro-
motes a critique group 
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Candidate 

fi ling 

deadline fast 

approaching

New bomb dog welcomed by commissioners’ court

Deadlines for the up-
coming primary ballot 
for the March 5 elec-
tion are close at hand. 
All candidates wishing 
to add their name to the 
list of those running for 
offi  ce must schedule an 
appointment with Lora 
Nussbaum, Brewster 
County Election Ad-
ministrator to file the 
announcement for their 
campaign treasurer be-
fore they announce they 
are running for office, 
obtain signatures, or fi le 
with their party chairs.

The fi ling deadline for 
those who have complet-
ed the above requirement 
will be December 11 at 
6 p.m. The fi lings must 
be made with either the 
Democrat Chair Mary 
Bell Lockhart or the Re-
publican Chair Monica 
McBride.

County offices up for 
election in the 2024 pri-
mary include County 
Commissioners-Precincts 
1 and 3, Brewster Coun-
ty Attorney, Brewster

See FILING • 9

See COUNTY • 9

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

Brewster County Commissioners along with Brewster County Judge Greg Henington pose in front of the large Christ-
mas tree the county erects in the foyer of the courthouse each year. Pictured are Pct. 1 Commissioner James Wester-
mann, Pct. 2 Commissioner Sara Colando, Judge Henington, Pct. 3 Commissioner Ruben Ortega, and Pct. 4 Commis-
sioner William “Mo” Morrow.

Photo by Joh Covington

County leaders prepare for holiday season

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

“The Young Kitsume”  oil on line by Carol Fairlie

Big Bend Arts Council

Greg 
Henington

Supporting the arts of the Big Bend region for almost a quarter-century
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Alberta Sandate

September 17, 1930- 
November 20, 2023

Alberta De La Rosa 
Sandate, of Alpine, 
peacefully joined the 
Lord on Monday, No-
vember 20, in Del Rio. 
She was 93 years old.

Originally from San 
Carlos, Coahuila, MX, 
Alberta later moved to 
Del Rio, where she met 
the late Minerva Uranga. 
Shortly thereafter, Mi-
nerva introduced her to 
Alpine, where she met 

her beloved late husband 
Antonio Sandate, with 
whom she had three chil-
dren: Martin, Irma, and 
Rose Mary. 

Alberta worked at Gal-
legos Restaurant where 
she was known for her 
exceptional and deli-
cious culinary skills. 
Her chile rellenos, en-
chiladas, menudo, and 
her famous tamales were 
cherished by many. In 
her later years, she found 
joy in cooking, mak-
ing tortillas, listening to 
mariachis, and spending 
time with her family and 
friends.

Alberta is preceded in 
death by her father, Juan 
De La Rosa, mother, Ma-

ria Perez, her husband, 
Antonio Sandate and her 
daughter, Irma Perez. 
She is survived by her 
son, Martin Sandate, and 
his wife Elvia, and her 
daughter Rose Mary Vil-
lareal, and her husband 
Mark.

Addi t iona l ly,  she 
leaves behind her grand-
children: Martin (Boy) 
Sandate and wife Laura, 
Marisa Perez and hus-
band Daniel, Selena 
Sandate, David Sandate, 
Analisa Sandate, and 
Marky Villareal. Her 

great-grandchildren Ya-
niss, Victoria, Andie, 
and John David will also 
cherish her memory. Al-
berta is also survived by 
her brothers Victor De 
La Rosa and his family, 
Valentin De La Rosa and 
his wife Minga, and her 
sister Patricia Garza and 
her family. She was also 
deeply loved by numer-
ous nieces, nephews, and 
friends who held a spe-
cial place in her heart.

The pallbearers for 
Alberta’s funeral ser-
vice were Martin (Boy) 

Sandate, David Sandate, 
Mark Villareal, Marky 
Villareal, Michael Reves, 
and Eugene Lujan.

Services were held on 
Friday, November 24, 
beginning with a viewing 
that morning, followed 
by a Rosary and Chris-
tian Mass at Our Lady of 
Peace Catholic Church. 
Interment followed at 
Holy Angels Cemetery.

In this time of deep 
grief, let us remember 
that where there is great 
love, there will always be 
a lasting legacy.

www.alpineavalanche.com
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James Clinton Bones, Jr.

On November 17, a 
great heart came to rest. 
Jim Bones was born 
on November 1, 1943, 
in Monroe, Louisiana, 
to Nellie Kathryn and 
James Clinton Bones.  
Jim was a nationally 
recognized landscape 
photographer. He found 

solace and inspiration 
in nature and joy in his 
many friendships. 

Russell Lee and J. 
Frank Dobie were major 
influences in Jim’s ap-
proach to photography 
and his writing. One of 
his favorite Dobie quotes 
was “Waters on a starry 
night are beautiful and 
free. No hymn lifts my 

heart higher than the 
morning call of the bob-
white or the long fl uting 
cry of sandhill cranes out 
of the sky at dusk.”

He is survived by his 
wife, Mary Bones, broth-
er and sister-in-law, Rob-
ert and Stephanie Bones, 
and their daughter Han-
nah. Also, by his son and 
daughter-in-law, Paul 

and Bradlin Bones, and 
former wives Ann Mat-
lock and Ellen Calonkey.

A private memorial 
service will be held in 
the future. Cremation 
services were entrusted 
to Mobile Mortician of 
Texas.  Remembrances 
and condolences may be 
shared with the family at: 
www.mmoftexas.com

From my days of 
working at Fort Davis 
when I was in college, I 
have been curious about 
the army chaplains who 
served the soldiers of the 
four African American 
regiments, the Buffalo 
Soldiers.  As one of those 
topics I thought about but 
never pursued, it came to 
the fore when I started 
having weekly coffee 
with Ken Hurst, retired 
Lieutenant-Colonel and 
Chaplain of the Second 
Infantry Division.  I am 
only sorry for the fact 
that Ken is no longer 
with us and available 
to critique my work. It 
turns out that religion in 
the Regular Army of the 
19th Century was never a 
priority and was usually 
secondary to other poli-
cies and issues. To the 
young men who served 
in the ranks, religion was 
often of little concern.  
Private Eddie Matthews, 
a devout Protestant, 
wrote, “A Christian in 
the Regular Army, ac-
cepting a few chaplains, 
and they are even doubt-
ful, would be as great a 
curiosity as one of Bar-
num’s Cannibals.”  The 
chaplains, few as existed 
in the army, were uni-
versally known as “Holy 
Joes.”

However, the Chap-
lin’s Service is one of the 
oldest units of the U.S. 
Army, created by an Act 
of Congress on July 29, 
1775, during the Ameri-
can Revolution.  After 
the war with the serious 

reduction of force in the 
army, the Chaplin’s Ser-
vice essentially disap-
peared.  It was not until 
1791 that a new army 
Chaplain was appointed. 
Reverand John Hurt who 
served as Chaplin of 
the 6th Virginia during 
the Revolution was the 
new, and only appointee. 
Army Chaplains served 
a signifi cant role during 
the Civil War, as both 
sides were convinced 
that God was on their 
side.  Union chaplains 
were paid $100 a month 
and were ranked as cap-
tains but held no com-
mand.  Chaplains served 
at the regimental level 
and were appointed by 
the colonel in command, 
but often not appointed 
at all.  As one person 
reported, “The best of 
them soon learned that 
a good preacher had less 
place in the fi eld than a 
good Samaritan.”  Their 
greatest need was a post-
battle collaboration with 
the medical staff .

Confederate chaplains 
were initially paid $80 a 
month, but soon reduced 

to $50. There were fewer 
Confederate chaplains 
because most Southern 
preachers preferred to 
serve in the ranks. In the 
South, churches assisted 
in recruitment and sup-
port by supplementing 
pay. In 1864 the Baptist 
Religious Herald report-
ed that the Presbyterian 
Church was supporting 
eighty ministers at a sub-
scription cost of $9000 a 
month. Of the six hun-
dred or so ministers who 
joined the Confederate 
armies, twenty-fi ve died 
in service and fourteen 
were killed. Over two 
thousand served in the 
Union armies, of which 
between sixty and sev-
enty died in service and 
three won the Medal of 
Honor. After much de-
bate in Congress, in Sep-
tember 1862, Lincoln 
appointed the fi rst Jew-
ish chaplain. In addition, 
Elvira “Ella” Gibson was 
the fi rst woman to serve 
as a chaplain in the U.S. 
Army. From New Hamp-
shire, she began service 
with the 6th Wisconsin 
Volunteer Regiment. Af-
ter her ordination as a 
minister, she ended the 
War as Chaplain of the 
1st Wisconsin Regiment 
of Heavy Artillery. She 
was not recognized for 
her service by the Secre-
tary of War Edwin Stan-
ton because she was a 
woman, and she was re-
fused pay until 1876. In 
2002 Gibson was post-
humously given the rank 
of captain by an Act of 

Congress. After the Civil 
War, the Army was com-
pletely reorganized. One 
of the results was the 
creation of four new regi-
ments staff ed by African 
American troops, the 
24th and 25th Infantry, 
and the 9th and 10 Cav-
alry, all known to history 
as the Buff alo Soldiers. 
Much of my discussions 
with Ken Hurst centered 
on the chaplains of these 
four African American 
regiments that served 
at Fort Davis. That will 
have to wait until next 
time.

The Army Chaplain’s 
Service in the Old Army

by larry francell
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62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

1st MONTHRENT FREE

Want more information?
Visit https://frontiercasa.org

Become a CASA Volunteer

Volunteers Needed

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Dana Hobdy

Jennifer Rowles

Rachel Monroe

Alpine Avalanche

Richard and Jean Zimmer

West Texas National Bank

Rosemary C. Driscoll

Sale ends 12/31/23
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www.alpineretirementhomes.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.morrisonhardware.com
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Winners for the 2023 
Shooting Alpine photo 
contest were announced 
last week. This 13th annual 
photo contest received a to-
tal of 344 photographic en-
tries by 120 photographers.

Each year, this free and 
open-to-the-public contest 
asks photographers in the 
region and beyond to cap-
ture the City of Alpine in 
a personal, refl ective way 
that will reveal the person-
ality of the area.

This year’s contest judge 
was designer and art direc-
tor DJ Stout. Stout served 
as the art director for Texas 
Monthly from 1987 to 
2000 and he then moved 
on as a partner of the in-
ternational design consul-
tancy Pentagram Design. 
Stout, as some may know, 
was the author of the 2010 
history of the Alpine Cow-

boys book, “The Amazing 
Tale of Mr. Herbert and 
His Fabulous Alpine Cow-
boys Baseball Club.” Stout 
was given the photograph 
entries only by title and a 
random ID number, as all 
entries are submitted to the 
judge anonymously.

This year’s top prize, 
the H. L. Kokernot, Jr. 
Memorial Award, which 
includes a $500 cash prize 
was awarded to Vicki LeB-
lanc’s “Refresh.” LeBlanc 

is well known for her 
depictions of life on the 
Kokernot o6 Ranch. Stout 
commented on LeBlanc’s 
entry by saying, “I love the 
action and how the thirsty 
dog and cattle make it clear 
how damn hot it is!”

The Charles Henry Trost 
Memorial Award, which 
included a $100 cash 
prize was taken by Mar-
tin Theophilus and was 
titled “AHS Homecoming 
Game.” Stout commented, 

“This photographer cap-
tured the unique atmo-
sphere of Friday Night 
Lights in Alpine.”

The remaining three 
winners each received a 
$50 cash prize and includ-
ed a photo by Lindsey Ar-
nold titled “Favorite Place 
to be is with My Horse,” 
“Oasis in the Desert” by 
Elizabeth Bigouette, and 
“Tug of War” by Shannon 
King.

All winners and entrants 
along with the judge’s 
notes on all the fi nalists are 
available to view on the 
City of Alpine’s visitor in-
formation website.

Alpine photo contest winners announced

A benefi t concert will be 
held on Monday, Decem-
ber 1 from 6 p.m. to 12 
a.m. at the Granada The-
atre for Alberto Calderon 
who suff ered major inju-
ries due to a vehicle ac-
cident. Proceeds from the 

concert will go towards 
medical expenses and re-
covery. Bands perform-
ing include The Swifts at 
6 p.m., Damian Luna at 
7 p.m., 7 Year Drought 
at 8:30, Smoke Show at 
9 p.m., and DJ Funk Boi 
will close out the eve-
ning beginning at 10:30 

p.m. There will be a $10 
cover charge at the door 
and for those unable to 
attend they may donate 
via Venmo-@Alberto-
Calderon-34 or CashApp-
$ominusprime87. A QR 
code is also available on 
flyers for donations via 
GoFundMe.

Benefi t concert for Alberto Calderon

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Members of the Alpine Lion’s Club presented a check to the Alpine Police 
Department’s Blue Santa program that distributes toys to members of the 
community each year at Christmas time.

Courtesy photo

Lions donate to Blue Santa program

It’s that time of year 
again when downtown 
Marathon celebrates the 
Christmas season with 
carolers, Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus, and more. The 
sidewalks lining U.S. 
Hwy 90 will be full of 
visitors and locals alike 
taking in the grandly dec-
orated business fronts, 
food and beverage op-
tions, live music, and oth-
er community off erings.

Hosted by the Mara-
thon Chamber of Com-
merce, this annual event 
has been going strong 
for over a decade, and it 
gives the Marathon com-
munity a bit of a boost in 
revenue. It allows local 
artists to display and sell 
their creations, and the 
local shops stay open late 
for holiday shopping.

The Fiesta kicks off  at 
5 p.m. this Saturday, De-
cember 2 as Santa Claus 
parades into town along 
with the Marathon Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
where he will then set 
up shop in the lobby of 
Trans-Pecos Banks to 
visit with children. The 
event is open to all and 
area residents are encour-
aged to attend.

Marathon 

heralds in the 

Christmas 

season with 

Fiesta de 

Noche Buena
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Vicki LeBlanc’s “Refresh”-winner of the H. L. 
Kokernot, Jr. Memorial Award

www.alpineavalanche.com

Bob 
Rice, FNP-C

Family Medicine

David 
Sanchez, MD

Board-certified 
Family Medicine

CALL TO 
SCHEDULE

Monday, Tuesday

and Wednesday

432-837-0430

Thursday, Friday 

and Saturday 

432-229-2008 

602 W O’ Reilly Street, Suite C

Presidio, TX

Clinic office hours: 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday

7:00am-7:00pm

H E A LT H  C L I N I C     P R E S I D I O
Part of Big Bend Regional Medical Center

Primary Care 
Comes to Presidio.

For healthcare that’s convenient and accessible to your whole 

family, turn to Big Bend Regional Health Clinic and our new location 

on O’Reilly Street. You’ll find services ranging from preventive 

care to treatment of chronic conditions. All with the convenience 

of evening hours and online scheduling. Scheduling is easy at 

BigBendAnytime.com. Conversational Spanish spoken.

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

Come in Come in 

and check and check 

out our out our 

daily Drink daily Drink 

Specials and Specials and 

Giveaways!Giveaways!

Live Live 

music this music this 

weekend!weekend!

18YR AND UP

 WELCOMED

www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.bigbendanytime.com


 

As we roll through 
these holiday seasons, 
from Thanksgiving to 
Christmas we want to 
remind our citizens 
to stay vigilant. We 
have a tendency to 
let our guard down, 
especially during the 
holidays. The Alpine 
Police Department 
(APD) receives mul-
tiple reports of all 
types of SCAMS, thefts, and 
burglaries. Most of the time 
these reports are crimes of op-
portunity. Either we forget to 
lock the door behind us, leave 
something of value in public, or 
provide too much information 
on the internet. We all could use 
some reminders during the year. 
The Alpine Police Department 
has programs that can assist you 
at any time of the year.

One of the easiest is the “Nine 
O’Clock” routine. This routine 
encourages citizens to take fi ve 
minutes every night to save 
hours, days, weeks, months, or 
even years of heartache. There 
are four main things you can 

do to ease your wor-
ries. First, remove 
your valuables, espe-
cially firearms from 
your vehicles each 
night. Second, lock 
your vehicle. Third, 
lock your home. This 
includes doors that 
open to the outside 
as well as windows. 
Finally, turn off  your 
exterior lights so that 

you remain dark sky compliant.
Another program that is per-

fect this time of year especial-
ly is APD’s “Operation Front 
Porch.” This is a year-round 
program designed to deter 
thieves from stealing deliv-
ered packages from your front 
porch. This program has been 
used by APD for over a year 
now, and thanks to this pro-
gram we now have had fewer 
reports of what we call “porch 
pirates” than ever before, and 
some citizens even use this 
program all year long. We 
want you to make the Alpine 
Police Department your front 
porch. We in Alpine use many 

forms of online shopping year-
round and understand that we 
may not be home on delivery 
day or at the time a package 
is scheduled for delivery. This 
program will allow you to pick 
up your packages 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, and 
365 days out of the year.

To have your packages 
shipped to APD, all you need 
to do is place your name as the 
recipient followed by Alpine Po-
lice Department with the address 
of 309 W. Sul Ross Avenue, 
Alpine, TX 79830. To pick up 
your packages, you will need to 
show a government-issued form 
of identifi cation that includes a 
picture such as a driver’s license 
or passport, an order receipt or 
proof of shipment, and parents 
who are picking up packages ad-
dressed to their child(ren) must 
provide proof of guardianship 
and or the child’s identifi cation.

Another program we off er is 
the Holiday House Watch. Be-
fore you leave on vacation you 
can place your house under this 
watch and APD officers will 
routinely check your house to 

verify that doors are locked, and 
your home is secure.

With the uptick in internet 
use, the reports of online as well 
as telephone SCAMS continue 
to increase. We advise you to not 
share any personal information 
via telephone. Also, use caution 
as to what you share on social 
media, and do not share pictures 
of yourself while on vacation. 
You can always share these at 
a later date once you are home.

Finally, we ask that you do 
not respond to any unknown 
emails if you do not know the 
sender. If the email sounds too 
good to be true, it probably is. 
If you require assistance with 
determining if the email you re-
ceived is a SCAM or not, please 
do not hesitate to call the Alpine 
Police Department to help you 
make this determination at 432-
837-3486.

The Alpine Police Depart-
ment wants to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year, and we are ready to 
serve and take pride in our ser-
vice to the citizens of Alpine.
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHAT ARE YOU 

DOING 

FOR THANKSGIVING 

THIS YEAR?

33% 

0% 

67%

0%

RESULTS

GOING HOME TO MY FAMILY. 

STAYING PUT AND CELEBRATING WITH 

FRIENDS.

I’M NOT DOING ANYTHING.

SPENDING IT WITH MY SIGNIFICANT 

OTHER’S FAMILY.

Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.
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Recalling fond memories
The picture in the Avalance 

last week of the troops as-

sembled in Florence, Italy, re-

ally triggered my history. I had 

to wonder if my father was 

standing there somewhere. He 

joined the army in 1945, when 

of age, but after Germany had 

surrendered. He was told he 

would be part of the invasion 

of Japan, but that did not hap-

pen. Thus, he was sent to Flor-

ence, Italy, as an MP (Military 
Police), in 1945. There he met 
my mother. Later, when he was 
off ered his choice of where to 
be discharged, he asked his 
commanding offi  cer to please 
send him to Fort Bliss, Texas. 
When asked why, he said he 
had served his time side by side 
with Texans (my father was 
from Tacoma, Washington), 
and he admired the spirit, the 
spunk, and how Texans never 
back down from a fi ght, so he 

wanted to live in Texas. He 
was discharged at Fort Bliss 
in El Paso, and with his Ital-
ian bride, migrated to Marfa, 
Texas, in 1950. Then, utilizing 
his GI bill, he came to Alpine 
and graduated from Sul Ross, 
as a classmate and friend of 
Dan Blocker. Who, by the way, 
off ered my father a job as his 
manager when Dan moved to 
Hollywood. But my father de-
clined and started Mountain 
Zone TV. With the help of my 

mother, Janet Neu, it pros-
pered. Today, MZTV remains 
the domain of my two brothers, 
Steven and Lawrence, and is 
of record, I believe, the oldest 
family-owned business in Al-
pine. A city fi lled with stories 
just like this one. Of people 
who came here from all corners 
of the world and made some-
thing of nothing. God bless em, 
and God Bless Texas. 

Mike Neu
Fort Davis, Texas

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Which of these would be the 

hardest to live without?

-Music

-Your phone

-TV/Streaming

-Your vehicle

-Restaurants

’Tis the season

When you come to a fork in 
the road, take it. 

— Yogi Berra

There are no coincidences in 
life. Only the mystery of what 
might have been if I had taken a 
right instead of a left at that last 
fork in the road.

“Hello,” she offered from 
her car. We had a class together 
at Kilgore College. I don’t re-
member what subject now. 
Likely an English, history, or 
math class. We were both fi rst-
semester freshman students at 
KJC in 1966.  

I don’t remember her name. 
Time does that to me a lot these 
days. I do remember the yellow 
’65 Mustang she parked next to 
us at the Dairy Queen. She was 
attractive, and her long blonde 
hair and cool car fi t the image 
of absolute perfection in my 
18-year-old college male mind.

I was with my friend and 
roommate, Ronnie Lilly. We 
were cruising the DQ in his ’57 
Chevy. “Hello,” I responded. 
“What are you up to this eve-
ning?”

“You won’t believe it,” the 
car-to-car conversation contin-
ued. “I just got back from see-
ing a fortune teller in Longview. 
Unbelievable, the things she 
knew about me.”

“Really,” I asked. Wonder-
ing how well I was hiding the 
skepticism in my voice. Never 
put any stock in so-called for-
tune tellers and mystics. Still 
don’t. Little more than carnival 
sideshows.

But while I successfully fi g-
ured out how sideshow magi-

cians sawed damsels 
in half, I had never 
been to a mystic. 
Out of curiosity, a 
couple of days later, 
on my way home for 
the weekend, I paid 
the Longview lady a 
visit.

She got no more 
than “name, rank, 
and serial number” 
from me. No facial expressions. 
No responses to leading “vi-
sions.” Paid and done, little of 
what she “foretold” ever came 
to pass. She did, however, score 
two memorable moments. One, 
that I lost a gift from a girl-
friend, and rather than tell her I 
lost it, I replaced it. True. Two, 
that my stay-at-home mother 
had gone to work.

Mom was glad to see me 
when I arrived later that eve-
ning. “Your timing is perfect,” 
she said. “I just got home from 
work. I haven’t told you. I start-
ed working at the Tribune this 
week.”

“You did what,” I gasped?
Thus, a 60-year series of 

fortunate incidents was set in 
motion that set me to thinking 
in recent weeks. The “wonder 
what my life might have been 
like had just one of those forks 
in the road been different” 
game. Or just one of those peo-
ple, I had never met?

 Things such as meeting Mor-
ris Craig while Mom was work-
ing at the Tribune. Craig was 
the owner and publisher of the 
Monitor in Naples. A weekly 
printing customer at The Tri-
bune.

It was Craig who 
asked what I planned 
to do after one of 
my fork-in-the-road 
choices turned out to 
be less than fulfill-
ing. “Dunno yet,” I 
responded.

“I know you’re a 
good photographer. 
Come work with me 
while you decide,” he 

offered. That unplanned intro 
into the world of communica-
tion led to a second newspaper 
job in Louisiana at a weekly 
owned by Lloyd Grissom. This 
is notable because Lloyd also 
owned the Tenaha East Texas 
Light with an offi  ce in Center. 
A community that, at that time, 
was still on my “never been 
there” list.

I was in the Tenaha office 
only one morning a week. Ear-
ly. But it only took one morning 
for a Shelby County resident to 
come in for an ad. One who, by 
sheer chance, I had met at the 
Monitor in Naples. I moved 
to Shelby County a couple of 
years later through that connec-
tion. Right after Jim Chionsini 
purchased the East Texas Light 
from Lloyd.

Was meeting Jim at a Cen-
ter Lions Club meeting a co-
incidence? That our life-long 
friendship and partnership con-
nected me with an incredible 
number of newspaper profes-
sionals from Texas to Alabama. 
I think not.

And here’s where the “what 
if” game gets complex. Meeting 
Fred Wulf and Rick Campbell. 
Who, after I taught journalism 

at Stephen F. Austin State Uni-

versity and published the news-

paper in Boerne for Jim, off ered 

me the opportunity to assist in 

shaping a marketing depart-

ment for their growing new 

company, Portacool. Connect-

ing me to marketing profession-

als and incredible people across 

the U.S. and abroad.

Bringing these so-called co-

incidences home, Jim bought 

the Center newspaper a second 

time in 2013, recruiting me to 

help in that eff ort and initiate 

talks with the Palmer family 

that resulted in the acquisition 

of The Mount Pleasant Tribune. 

Where my mother had worked 

for 17 years.

Fast forward six more years, 

the current owners of the Light 

and Champion, individuals with 

whom I had worked or known 

professionally during ten-

ures with Jim, called on me to 

publish the Center newspaper. 

Again. Marking my third time 

at the helm of the Center publi-

cation in 41 years.

So, I again wondered last 

week where I would be today 

had I not met Morris Craig via 

Mom’s new job at the Tribune.

Through it all, I still believe 

there is no such thing as coin-

cidence. And I still believe for-

tune tellers will be around as 

long as people are entertained 

by carnival sideshows.

More than ever, I am con-

vinced everything happens for 

a reason. And that’s why I took 

the fork in the road … which-

ever one Yogi was alluding to.

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

If I had taken that other fork in the road

CHIEF DARRELL 

        LOSOYA
Alpine Police Department

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Send your community events to 
kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Dec. 1-2 Alpine Historic Com-
mission Holiday Event, 4 p.m. to 
7 p.m. on Friday the Wassail Crawl 
followed immediately by the tree 
lighting at the Brewster County 
courthouse. The tour of historic 
homes begins at 1 p.m. on Satur-
day and continues until 4:30 p.m. 
There is a $25 charge for the home 
tour with proceeds benefi ting this 
event for next year. At 5:30 p.m. the 
annual Christmas Stroll up Sul Ross 
Ave. will begin with music from 
student bands and will conclude at 
the Vaquero House at 208 N. Cockrell 
with a closing concert featuring The 
Swifts. Visit the Historic Alpine web-
site for more information.

Dec. 2 Fiesta de Noche Buena, 
5 p.m. Marathon main street will 
have vendors, businesses open late, 
and Santa Claus will be greeting kids 
in the lobby of TransPecos Banks.

Dec. 3 Jose’s Clarinet Recital, 

5 p.m. at the Sul Ross Studio Theatre.
Dec. 6 Sul Ross State Univer-

sity Holiday Concert, 7:30 p.m. in 
the Marshall Auditorium.

Dec. 8 Big Bend Community 
Chorale Concert, 7:30 p.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church in 
Alpine.

Dec. 9 Frontier Christmas, 5-7 
p.m. Old West Christmas parade, 
Christmas cookie contest at all open 
downtown shops, craft booths at the 
Jeff Davis County Courthouse, horse-
drawn wagon and buggy tours to 
see Christmas lights, followed by the 

courthouse tree lighting and a Christ-
mas movie on the lawn. Visit the Fort 
Davis website for more information.

Dec. 9-11 Marfa Holiday 
Bazaar, with hot cocoa, snacks, a 
holiday lights parade, singing from 
the Marfa Children’s Choir, and tree 
lighting on Friday. Vendors, music, 
and more on Saturday beginning at 
10 a.m., and on Sunday, starting at 
10 a.m. more shopping, music, and 
a pet parade at 3 p.m.

Dec. 10 Big Bend Community 
Chorale Concert, 3 p.m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Marfa.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 E. 
Lockhart Ave. Schedules available on 
front door. For more information, call 
915-562-4081 or aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting, 
noon Tuesdays at the BBT conference 
room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second Mon-
day each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave. Dinner provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. Sul 
Ross Ave.  

Amigo Run Club at Alpine City 
Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 101 W. 
Ave E. Weekly running club to walk/
run 1-3 miles. Meet at the Amigo 
garage and finish at Amigo. Call 
432-837-4012 for more information.

Big Bend Amateur Radio Club 
meeting, 7 p.m., second Tuesday 
each month, Frontier Masonic Lodge 
#766, 2300 Highway 118 North.

Big Bend Community Chorale 
rehearsals, on Monday evenings at 
6 p.m. in the First United Methodist 
Church sanctuary in Alpine. All are 
welcome, but fi rst contact Andrew 
Alegria at Andrew.alegria@sulross.
edu, call 432-837-8216, or visit bbc-

chorale.wixsite.com/bbcc.   
Celebrate Recovery, at Big 

Bend Cowboy Church on Monday 
evenings 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For more 
information contact CW at 432-386-
3628 or Stacey at 432-386-2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine 
Public Library by appointment only, 
805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-
2621 to make an appointment.  

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-
2621 to make an appointment.  

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, noon, 
Wednesdays at the Sul Ross Univer-
sity Center, room 210   

Late Night Game Night, 9 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. every Thursday night at 
Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

Alpine Humane Society 
Pet of the Week is Champ. 
Fun and fancy-free is the 
motto Champ lives by. 
This guy is quite the hoot. 
A husky mix, he came in 
with his two brothers at 
just three months old, and 
we swear they have not 
stopped playing since they 
got here.

Champ is learning about 
being in a crate at night and 
is getting better about go-
ing straight to it off -leash at 
night. He is still a work in 
progress but is also getting 
better on a leash. If you are 
looking for a pup that will 
listen to you on a hike or 
that you can enjoy taking a 
nice walk with, Champ is 
your man.

Don’t forget to order 
your See’s Candies from 
our seasonal online store-
front. Knocking out your 
holiday shopping list with 
favorites everyone will en-
joy is easy. Find the link 
on our Facebook page or 
email us at admin@alpin-
ehumanesociety.org, and 
we’ll send you the link. 
Sales close today, Novem-
ber 30.

Pet promotions are cour-
tesy of the Alpine Humane 
Society. Alpine Animal Ser-
vices handles pet adoptions 
at the city shelter, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. and 2 to 6 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday at 2900 
E. Old Marathon Highway. 
For information about shel-
ter pet adoptions, cremation 
services, or lost/found pets, 
call the Shelter at 432-837-
9030.

The Alpine Humane So-
ciety Thrift Store and Cat-
tery is at 706 N. 5th Street 
in Alpine, open 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. The Pet Pantry 
is at 600 N. 5th Street. The 

AHS Helpline is 432-837-
2532. To view adoptable 
pets, visit PetFinder.com 
or www.alpinehumane-
society.org, and check us 
out on Facebook and Ins-
tagram.

PET OF THE WEEK

What is the first 
thing you notice 

about people?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Alicia Trotman: 
Th eir smile.

Daron King: How 
they talk to people. 
Like, how they treat 
people when they 
fi rst meet them.

Amanda 
Harington: Th eir 

eyes. Besides 
the color and 

everything, where 
they look and their 

expression. Th e eyes 
are the window to 

the soul.

Kelsie Jennings: 
I notice a person’s 

body language right 
off  the bat. Are they 
comfortable or not? 
Are they confi dent 

or not?

L

L

L

Calvin Brent: I 
notice what people 

look like. I will 
remember what 
color a person’s 

sweater is when I 
fi rst meet them for a 

long time.

L

The Senior Skills team and Greenhand Skills team competed at the Area 2 
Leadership Development Event contest recently. The senior team, consisting 
of Mia Lewis, Kendyl Hardaway, Reese Coleman, and Tannin Ritchie placed 
sixth in the area competition, while the Greenhand team consisting of Kylie 
Maroney, Evelyn Smith, Sophie Janis, and Rode Babb placed ninth.

Courtesy photo

FFA competed in Area 2 leadership contest

EXHIBIT C-3
SAN VICENTE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2023

Control

Data

Codes

10

General

Fund Income

Rural & Low

ESEA V, Pt. B

Grant

ESSER III

TCLAS

Funds

Governmental

Total

REVENUES:
-187,110 - 187,110 $ $ $ $5700 Total Local and Intermediate Sources
-796,286 - 796,286 5800 State Program Revenues

24,533 189,746 124,025 338,304 5900 Federal Program Revenues

 Total Revenues5020 1,173,142 24,533 124,025 1,321,700 

EXPENDITURES:
Current:

24,533 480,211 - 504,744Instruction0011

-2,728 124,025 126,753Instructional Resources and Media Services0012

-23,308 - 23,308Curriculum and Instructional Staff Development0013

-150,567 - 150,567School Leadership0023

-4,581 - 4,581Health Services0033

-195,392 - 195,392Student (Pupil) Transportation0034

-3,794 - 3,794Extracurricular Activities0036

-393,625 - 393,625General Administration0041

-130,609 - 130,609Facilities Maintenance and Operations0051

-32,176 - 32,176Security and Monitoring Services0052

-60,570 - 60,570Data Processing Services0053

-73,680 - 73,680Community Services0061

Debt Service:

 - 4,769 - 4,769 
 
Principal on Long-Term Liabilities0071

 - 556 - 556 
 
Interest on Long-Term Liabilities0072

Capital Outlay:

 - 41,783 - 41,783 Facilities Acquisition and Construction0081

Intergovernmental:

 - 40,000 - 40,000 Contracted Instructional Services Between Schools0091

 - 3,300 - 3,300 Payments to Fiscal Agent/Member Districts of SSA0093

 - 840 - 840 Other Intergovernmental Charges0099

 
 Total Expenditures6030 1,642,489 24,533 124,025 1,791,047 

1100 Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues  Over (Under) 
 Expenditures

(469,347)  - - (469,347)

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES): 

 - 15,500 - 15,500 7912 Sale of Real and Personal Property

1200 Net Change in Fund Balances (453,847)  - - (453,847)

0100 Fund Balance - July 1 (Beginning) 1,822,789  - - 1,822,789 

3000 Fund Balance - June 30 (Ending) $ 1,368,942 $ - $ - $ 1,368,942 

Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio • Marfa
432.729.4306 • 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com

ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.ehumanesociety.org
www.marfainsurance.com
www.mmoftexas.com
www.aa-intergroup.org
www.chorale.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.petfinder.com
www.society.org
www.bigbend.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.laposadamilagro.net


 

The Alpine Fightin’ 
Bucks basketball team 
has started off  strong so 
far this season, having 
played and won a game 
against Marfa on No-
vember 14, as well as the 
game against Monahans 
on November 20.

“Both the Marfa and 
Monahans games were 
good for us. We had 
seven players suit up for 
Marfa and eight play-
ers for Monahans,” said 
head basketball coach 
for the Bucks, Aaron 
Hardwick. In Marfa, the 
result of the non-district 
away game was Alpine 
succeeding 69-33.

Alpine would lead in all 
four quarters of this game, 
leading with 13-4 in the 
fi rst, 26-12 in the second, 
22-11 in the third, and 8-6 
in the fi nal quarter. Dur-
ing this game, senior Jace 
Canaba led the Bucks in 
double digits putting up 

21 points, which would 

include six goals and six 

free throws.

“We’ve put a lot of 

work in during the off-

season and we have a 

good group returning so 

the expectations are high. 

We have “bought-in” and 

are hungry because we 

have some unfinished 
business. You should ex-
pect a lot of intensity and 
competitiveness from our 
team this year. We hope 
to represent Alpine well 
and make our community 
proud,” Canaba said.
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 Sports
Sports Schedule

FIGHTIN’ BUCKS BASKETBALL

Nov. 30-Dec. 2 Alpine JV @ Pecos JV 
Tournament TBD
Nov. 30-Dec. 2 Alpine @ Denver City 
Tournament TBD 
Dec. 5 Alpine vs Fort Hancock Varsity 
7 p.m. 

LADY BUCKS BASKETBALL

Nov. 30-Dec. 2 Alpine @ Denver City 
Tournament. TBD
Dec. 5 Alpine vs Fort Hancock JV 5 
p.m. Varsity 6:30 p.m.

Fightin’ Bucks win fi rst three games

Senior Jace Canaba

Photo by Shawn Yorks

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

The Alpine Lady Bucks 
played a close game last 
Tuesday against the Mar-
athon Mustangs in a non-
district home game. Each 
team gained considerable 
ground in each quar-
ter, with the Mustangs 
leading the fi rst two, the 
teams tying for the third, 
and Alpine leading the 
fourth. The game had to 
go into overtime, with the 
Marathon team ultimately 
taking the win 46-50.

“The team chemistry in 
practice has been great, 
they push each other to 
compete on a daily basis,” 
said Christopher Virdell, 
head basketball coach for 
the Lady Bucks.

In the fi rst quarter, Al-
pine was behind by one 
point, 7-8. During this 
game sophomore Karo-
lina Castillo led the team 
in point shots, tallying 
up a total of 11 over the 
course of the game. Fel-
low sophomore Nadia 
Morris followed closely 
with 10 of her own and 
junior Neveah Carrasco 
with eight.

Players like juniors 
Hope Dominguez and 
Masiela Miranda, along 
with freshman Collete 
Fowlkes and senior No-
vah Carrasco, backed 
these points up, leading 
to the team’s total of 46 
points by the end of the 
game.

“The girls are learn-
ing each other more and 
more every day. This is 
a completely new team 
on the fl oor for the Lady 
Bucks and it will take 
time for them to gel, as 
far as gameplay. They 
challenge each other in a 
positive manner, leading 
to their team and individ-
ual growth,” Virdell said.

In the second quarter, 
Alpine increased their 
previous score by three 
points and Marathon 
added eight to their to-
tal. This resulted in the 

Mustangs leading by four 
points on the scoreboard, 
ending the second period 
10-14.

Castillo and Morris 
along with Neveah and 
Novah Carasco ham-
mered the off ense, mak-
ing between 13 and 14 
fi eld goal attempts. Col-
lectively, the team had 
18 total successful goals. 
During this game, Novah 
Carrasco made a success-
ful three-point shot for 
the Lady Bucks.

In the third quarter, the 
two teams were matched 
equally on offense and 
defense, resulting in the 
fi rst tied score of 11-all. 
Alpine had a total of 28 
free throw attempts dur-
ing this game, with nine 
being successful. Castillo 
made three of those free 
throws and Dominguez, 
Morris, and Fowlkes each 
made two individually. 

Lady Bucks Basketball fall 

to Marathon in overtime

The Alpine Lady Bucks faced off  against the Mar-
athon Mustangs last Tuesday but would ultimately 
fall during double overtime. 

Courtesy photo

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

See BUCKS • 7

See LADY BUCKS • 7

Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:Proud Alpine Bucks  Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Need help with 
your balance  

This Christmas?

Alpine Community 
Credit Union 

Is now offering

Holiday Loans 
for the holiday season. 

Amounts of up to 

$1,200
for qualifying members.

Great rates

Flexible terms

Fast answers

Come by and see if we can 

fulfill you holiday needs.*
*Restriction may apply.

Alpine CommunityAlpine Community
Credit UnionCredit Union

111 N 2nd St,

Alpine, TX

(432) 837-5156

www.historicalpinehometour.eventbrite.com
www.historicalpine.org/christmas-in-alpine
www.visitalpinetx.com
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His fellow players hit 
hard as well, with senior 
 Evren Martinez gaining 
18 points from seven 
shots on goal and three 
free throws. Ferris Daley, 
Miguel Busey, Alejandro 
Hernandez, Zane Wash, 
and Guillermo Busey 
each added to those num-
bers driving the points up 
for the team for the ulti-
mate 69 points.

In the game with Mo-
nahans, the Alpine team 
won 79-34 for the non-
district home game.

“The boys handled it 
very well, and we were 
able to defend at a high 
level without fouling. 
This allowed us to get 
out and transition and 
execute offensively in 
the half-court,” Hard-
wick said.

On their home turf and 
with 24-9 in the fi rst, 27-6 
in the second, 14-8 in the 
third, and 14-11 in the 
fourth, the Alpine team 
dominated in each quarter 
of this game as well.

Canaba and Daley led 
the team in points, with 
24 total from Canaba and 
13 from Daley and both 
made two successful 
three-point shots. Each 
player made goals in this 
game, and the Bucks re-
ally shone in their defen-
sive rebounds.

“The team is doing well 
thus far. We understand 
that basketball is a long 
season, so for the most 
part, we are just trying 
to continue getting better 
day by day and game by 
game,” said Hardwick.

The Alpine  team 

played a non-district 
home game against Van 
Horn on Tuesday, beat-
ing the Eagles 72-34. 
Their next game will be 
against the Levelland 
Lobos in a tournament 
game in Denver City on 
November 30.

“I’m excited for this 
team and how well we 
will do. We have put 
in a lot of work dur-
ing the off-season and 
we’re ready to show-
case what we can do. I 
have played with these 
guys my whole life and 
I know what we are ca-
pable of as a team. Our 
main goal this year is 
to do something special 
that hasn’t been done in 
a while for Alpine Bas-
ketball,” Evren Marti-
nez said.

The Lady Bucks made 
30 offensive rebounds 
and 21 defensive re-
bounds, with Novah 
Carasco leading the herd 
with nine off ensive and 
fi ve defensive rebounds, 
four steals, and one 
block. Fowlkes made 11 
total rebounds with one 
steal and four blocks.

Neveah Carrasco, 
Dominguez, Castillo, 
and Morris each had 
their own collection of 
rebounds with a mini-
mum of four to eight, ev-
eryone playing well on 
the off ensive side of the 
ball. In total, the Lady 
Bucks had 13 assists, 11 
steals, and 51 rebounds.

The Lady Bucks 
would lead the Mustangs 
in the fourth quarter 12-
9, sending the game into 
double overtime. In the 
first overtime, the two 
teams tied for the second 
time during the game 

with three points each 
on the board. In the fi -
nal overtime period, the 
fi nal score was decided 
with Marathon adding 
five points to Alpine’s 
three, bringing the fi nal 
score to 46-50 in favor 
of the Mustangs.

“We have a lot of 
games to be played be-
tween now and district, 
we continue to focus on 
the things that will pre-
pare for us district play,” 
Virdell said.

The Lady Bucks played 
a non-district home game 
against the Van Horn 
Eagles on November 28, 
winning 57-29, and will 
face the Midland Clas-
sical Academy Knights 
in tournament play this 
evening. Next up on the 
schedule for  Alpine will 
be a non-district away 
game against the Fort 
Hancock Mustangs on 
December 5.

BUCKS • FROM 6

LADY BUCKS • FROM 6

The Sul Ross Lobo men’s bas-
ketball team is off  to a great start 
on the season, with two exhibition 
games completed and four wins in 
their pocket. After an exhibition 
game against New Mexico State 
University in Las Cruces to begin 
the season, the Lobos hit the road 
to Hobbs to take on the Mustangs 
of the University of the Southwest 
where they eeked out a win with a 
score of 70-67. 

They would follow this up with a 
second exhibition game against the 
University of Texas Permian Basin 
and then win their next three games 
on their home court.

Last Monday saw the Lobos de-
feat Oklahoma Panhandle State 
University (60-55) followed by 
Texas Lutheran (81-73) on Friday 
and a repeat of the win against the 
University of the Southwest by an 
even bigger margin, although the 
Mustangs would have a shorthand-
ed team.

Three of the Lobos players would 
hit double-digit goals in the contest 
against the Mustangs. Trey Nelson 
would top the chart with 22 points 
on the day for the Lobos, followed 
by Tyler Jackson with 19 and Gabe 

Sanchez with 10.
Sul Ross would complete 12 

three-pointers in the contest, fi ve of 
them by Nelson plus 46 rebounds 
for the game overall.

The Lobos would begin the game 
against the Mustangs with one of 
the fi ve three-pointers by Nelson 
after an assist by Deveraux Minix. 
The Mustangs would pull ahead by 
fi ve, but another three-pointer from 
Nelson would cut the defi cit to one. 
Jackson would follow that up with 
a layup to put the Lobos on top 16-

15 with just under 11 minutes left 
on the clock.

Another three-pointer by Sanchez 
would see the Lobos leading by 13 
with just under six minutes left in 
the fi rst half, for a total of seven of 
the 12 three-pointers landed in the 
contest.

Hayden Peterson would begin the 
second half for Sul Ross with three 
followed by Nelson with a layup to 
increase the lead to 17.

The Lobos would take this mo-
mentum and hit a 7-0 run to push 
the lead to 22 with just over 16 and 
a half minutes left on the clock.

A steal by Cailean Ables would 
lead to a Jackson slam dunk with 
the help of Zyrin Brantley to bring 
the Lobos up by 24.

A 16-0 run, featuring four more 
three-pointers would give Sul Ross 
a 36-point lead which they would 
follow up with a 7-0 run with an-
other slam dunk, this one by Jordan 
Rhyne followed by a layup from 
Bryson Laird. The Lobos would 
defeat the Mustangs 95-59.

The Lobos faced off  against Sch-
reiner University on Monday night 
at the Gallego Center where they 
fell to the Mountaineers 56-76. The 
Lobos will face the University of 
the Ozarks Eagles tonight at 7:30 
p.m. following the women’s game.

Lobo men off  to a good start

Bryce Harris attempts to get 
around a Schreiner University 
player in last night’s contest at 
the Gallego Center. 

Photo by Brylee Sweeten

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The Sul Ross Lady 
Lobos basketball team 
hit the road on Saturday 
with back-to-back games 
scheduled in Houston 
against Schreiner Uni-
versity at noon on Sat-
urday and an afternoon 
game on Sunday against 
the University of St. 
Thomas. Both games 
were played at the Jera-
beck Activity and Ath-
letic Center.

In their fi rst win of the 
season, the Lady Lobos 
basketball team toppled 
Schreiner 77-55. Mor-
gan Peralez would lead 
Sul Ross in double-digit 
points on the day with 
18, followed closely by 
Marley Rokas with 14, 
and Caitlyn Corley with 
10. Victoria Aguayo 
would round out the top-
scoring players with a to-
tal of eight goals on the 
day.

The first quarter had 
the Lobos tied with Sch-
reiner three different 
times, finally breaking 
an 18-all tie with two 
free throws from Aguayo 
with 17 seconds remain-
ing in the first, putting 
the Lobos up by two. 

In the second quarter, 
Sul Ross dominated the 
court, allowing only four 
points on the board from 
their opponents, outscor-
ing them in an 18-0 run, 
Schreiner only putting 
up their four with min-
utes left until halftime. 
Rokas would add 12 
of the points scored by 
Sul Ross in the fi rst half 

along with six rebounds. 
Peralez would add 10 to 
her overall total in the 
fi rst half along with four 
rebounds. Aguayo would 
hit her point total in the 
first half along with 
three steals and three re-
bounds.

The third quarter was 
much the same for Sch-
reiner, being outscored 
18-9, with a 6-0 run at the 
start of the second half 
by the Lobos, with scores 
from Peralez and Corley. 
Kayley Diaz would add 
to the Sul Ross score, 
making a jumper and 
grabbing a steal to score 
on a layup giving the Lo-
bos a 33-point lead with 
just over three minutes 
left on the clock.

Sul Ross would lead 
by as much as 35 points 
with just over eight min-
utes left on the clock in 
the game, with more 
points added by Rokas, 
Cheyenne Bonilla, and 
Corley. Peralez and Cor-
ley would both score 
eight points in the sec-
ond half, while Aguayo 
contributed with fi ve re-
bounds.

On Sunday, the Lobos 
took on the University 
of St. Thomas, where 
they clinched their sec-
ond win of the season, 
62-54 over the Celts. 
Once again, several of 
the ladies would score in 
double digits including 
Rokas with 15, Peralez 
with 14, Bonilla with 13, 
and Aguayo with 10. The 
number three seemed 
to be the theme for the 
first quarter in the Lo-

bos contests, with three 
ties in their matchup the 
previous day and three 
lead changes in the fi rst 
quarter against the Celts 
of St. Thomas.

The Lobos would 
break out with a 10-0 
run, to put them ahead 
by seven with just over 
two minutes left on the 
clock. This run was spot-
lighted by Bonilla and 
Emily Bunger who both 
hit three-pointers. With 
just 1:15 to go on the 
clock in the fi rst, a layup 
from Aguayo would have 
the Lobos up by nine. St. 
Thomas would draw a 
foul and make two free 
throws but would still 
trail by six at the close of 
the fi rst quarter.

The second quarter 
saw the Lobos with a 5-0 
run with a layup by Ro-
kas, followed by a free 
throw from Ariana Es-
calante which would put 
Sul Ross up by 11 with 
just half a minute left on 
the clock until the half. 
The Celts would hit a 4-0 
run at the end of the fi rst 
half, cutting the deficit 
down to seven and one 
point behind the second-
half scores of the Lobos.

The third quarter 
would see the Celts out-
score the Lobos by sev-
en points in total, but it 
wasn’t enough to keep 
the Lobos down.

The fourth quarter had 
the score tied 43-all when 
the Lobos would set out 
on a 7-0 run to take the 
lead by six. With just 
under five minutes left 
on the clock, St. Thomas 

would cut the defi cit to 
four, when Bonilla would 
hit a three-pointer for Sul 
Ross to begin a 5-0 run 
that would extend the 
Lobos lead by nine.

The Celts would battle 
back and cut the lead 
to just four, but Rokas 
would end up scoring the 
fi nal four points for the 
Lobo victory.

Next up for the Sul 
Ross Lady Lobos is a 
match-up against the 
University of the Ozarks 
Eagles, tonight at 5:30 
p.m. at the Gallego Cen-
ter followed by the Uni-
versity of Dallas on Sat-
urday afternoon at 1 p.m.

Lady Lobos score back-to-back wins in Houston
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

209 West Sul Ross Ave. • Alpine, TX 79830
432-837-2222

alpinememorialfuneralhome.com

ChristmasChristmas
RemembranceRemembrance

Date: Thursday,
December 7, 2023

Time: 6:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.

Location: Alpine Memorial
Funeral Home Chapel
209 West Sul Ross Ave.
Alpine, TX 79830

Remember your loved one 
by placing a holiday card on 
our Holiday Memory Tree. 
Bring your card, and we’ll 
provide a hook for you to 
hang it on the tree. Extra 

cards are available if
necessary. 

The Memory Tree will
accept cards from
December 1st to

January, preserving
them for future years.

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

JACE CANABAJACE CANABA

“Starting off his Senior Campaign in strong 
fashion” Jace is averaging 22.5 points 6.5 

rebounds and 4 assists.

www.alpinememorialfuneralhome.com
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  San Antonio AM

  5  TX Ivory Joe 

      Hunter’s “Since _

      ___ You Baby”

  6  TXism: “suit____

      company” (family)

  7  Dallas public FM

  8  TX Willie’s “Turn  

      ___  ___  ______, 

      the Party’s Over”

17  “ugly” in Mexico

18  UT QB in 1973 

      Cotton Bowl victory  

20  Emmitt’s home

      state (abbr.)

21  this TX David was

      Colorado Rockies  

      pitcher (1993-96)

22  pizza toppings

24  this moves “Big

      Tex’s” jaw (2 wds.)

29  archaic plural of cow

30  historic “____ R.  

      Swenson Cattle Co.”

31  TXism: “grabbing

      __ straws”

32  “Tapestry” artist 

      (2 wds.)

34  NM ski destination

      for some Texans

35  init. of Gov. 

      Runnels (1857-59)

36  1st newspaper 

      in Texas territory: 

      “_______  __ Texas”

37  TXism: “scared 

      ____ out of my wits”

38  El ____, Texas

39  what UT’s Darrell  

      Royal called the 

      goal line (2 wds.)

41  preowned vehicle:

      _  ____  car

  1  1st chance for foot- 

      ball score (2 wds.)

  2  very old Lockhart  

      church:  _______   

      Episcopal

  3  south Dallas suburb

  4  TXism: “hard as       

      putting up _  ____

      in a windstorm”

  9  actor Ngor of fi lm

      “Vietnam, Texas”

10  Gen. Robert _  ___

11  young fellow

12  TXism: big frog __

      the pond” (VIP)

13  TXism: “never sign

      anything in the ____ 

      __  a neon light”

42  this Linares was fi rst 

      director of Texas Lottery

43  TXism: “____ tailed

      tooter” (party animal)

44  Indian warrior (2 wds.)

45  ex-Cowboy Dorsett

46  TXism: “___ as dirt”

47  mother of ex-Cowboy

      coach Jimmy Johnson

48  ch. 8 in Dallas refused

      to air this cop series when

      it fi rst started (2 wds.)  

50  dog or

      bat disease

51  brandin’ 

      or shootin’

52  TXism: “___

      wit” (stupid)

53  explosive letters?

14  TXism:

      “dusters” (dry _____)

15  Houston’s Pennzoil

      Place has ____   

      towers

16  great TX blues

      guitarist Vaughan

      (init.)

19  a night to stay up:

      New _____  ___

21  a club to use near

      the green (2 wds.)

23  walked with long

      steps

24  Texas need (abbr.)

25  “Texas Monthly,”

      e.g. (abbr.)

26  TXism: “don’t give 

      a hoot __  _ holler”

27  TXism: “works from  

      can’t see __  ____   

      see” (hard worker)

28  Houston married

      daughter of Chief

      ___-___-te-ka

29  Kerrville event:

      “___ ‘_ Ewe &

      Lamas, Too”

30  public auction, e.g.

33  in Wichita County

      on highway 258

34  NASA drink

35  TXism: “he ___  __

      itchy trigger fi nger”

37  sauropod track in  

      Glen Rose (2 wds.)

38  grinds food fi nely

40  TX Cyd Charisse

      fi rst stage name

41  TXism: “she talks

      _  ____ streak”

44  bet the lot (2 wds.)

47  TX Willie hometown

49  singer Bobby in TX-

      fi lmed “State Fair”
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Sale ends 12/31/23

Dear Neil: I have a bed 
of red spider lilies that are 
currently full of leaves. 
Would it be ok to divide 
them now? If not, when is 
the best time?

They are growing actively 
now through early spring. To 
dig them at this time would 
set them back a good bit. 
Unless you have no other 
choice, wait until their tops 
die to the ground in late 
spring to dig and move them. 
Better yet, do so in the sum-
mer, perhaps even late July or 
early August. That’s the time 
that the bulbs start growing 
for their fall blooms and then 
their next crop of leaves. As 
you’ve probably discovered, 
they do best in a spot with 
morning sun and shade in 
the afternoon where they can 
receive good drainage but 
a ready supply of moisture 
while they’re growing. Most 
importantly, leave them un-
disturbed for many years if 
possible. They are one peren-
nial that doesn’t need to be 
dug and divided frequently.

Dear Neil: Our neigh-
bor’s trumpet vine has 
made its way into our yard. 
It has invaded shrubs and 
beds. We have found it im-
possible to dig up. We try to 
keep it cut off  at the ground 
line, but it continues to 
spread. What can we do?

Perhaps your neighbor is 
having the same chaos, and 

maybe the two of you could 
team up to eliminate the 
“mother” plant that is giving 
rise to all the root sprouts. 
Cut the main plant off  at the 
ground line, drill holes 1/4-
inch wide and 1 inch deep 
into the stump, and use an 
eyedropper to fill each of 
the holes with a broad-leafed 
weedkiller (containing 2,4-D) 
at full strength. It will soak 
into the stump, and it will be 
carried out to all the roots. It 
should stop them from grow-
ing. Any that do continue to 
grow can easily enough be 
controlled by mowing and 
occasionally by hand-dig-
ging the worst of them. If 
your neighbors are not in-
terested in doing this, your 
only recourse would be to 
dig a trench 15 or 18 inches 
deep and install a heavy vi-
nyl pond liner barrier to stop 
the roots at the property line. 

You would still have to cope 
with all the sprouts, but they 
would gradually fade away.

Dear Neil: How can I get 

rid of ants? I’ve tried vin-

egar, hot water, and corn-

meal, but they keep coming 

back. What can I do?

I’m not the advocate for 
those remedies. I’ve had 
way too many reports that 
sound just like yours. Please 
let a Texas Master Certifi ed 
Nursery Professional help 
you choose the best legally 
labeled insecticide. There 
are many fi ne products that 
will control ant populations 
eff ectively and effi  ciently. To 
some degree, it will depend 
on the type of ants involved, 
particularly if they’re fire 
ants.

D e a r 

Nei l :  I 

planted a 

1 0 - f o o t -

tall Mexi-

can syca-

more in 

early July. 

I watered 

it well in 

July, but I 

may have 

let it get 

too dry 

at some 

point in 

August. It 

lost lots of 

leaves, so I 

resumed my watering three 

times per week. Do you 

think it will recover, or do 

you think that I’ve lost it?

Only time can tell. Newly 

planted trees are especially 

vulnerable. As hard as it’s go-

ing to be, you’re just going to 

have to wait for spring to see 

how vigorous it is in produc-

ing new growth. Sit tight and 

watch for now, and for sure 

keep it moist during winter 

dry spells.

Dear Neil: A friend has 

15 or 20 large patio pots 

with some kind of good pot-

ting soil left over from last 

summer. Can I use that in 

my vegetable garden? She 

is planning on starting with 

new soil the next time she 

plants in them.

That would be wonder-
ful soil for your garden. In 
fact, off er to buy her a nice 
plant in return for it, as it 
represents a valuable asset 
for you. Maybe she’ll do this 
every year or two, as that’s 
about how long potting soil 
will be at peak performance 
in a container. However, its 
usefulness in your garden 
will be years longer.

Dear Neil: I have a sprin-

kler system, but I still get 

areas of mondograss and 

even hollies that seem like 

they are dying out from 

drought. I try to keep it all 

working properly, but there 

still seem to be dry spots. 

What more can I be doing?

What you’re describing 
is very typical of sprinkler 

systems, especially during 
periods of extreme drought. 
Nothing waters as well as a 
deep, soaking rain. Watch 
your sprinklers as they run 
to be sure they are making 
uniform coverage of all parts 
of the beds, especially when 
pressures are low. Check 
heads for alignment and to 
be sure they’re all clean and 
spraying properly. Check 
the moisture levels after the 
system runs next spring and 
summer and increase the ir-
rigation time as needed. Re-
plant in the voids at any time. 

Have a question you’d like 
Neil to consider? E-mail him 
at mailbag@sperrygardens.
com. Neil regrets that he 
cannot reply to questions in-
dividually.

Trumpet vine woes stem from the “mother” plant

November 15, 1940
The All-American Rodeo and Horse Show in 
Fort Worth Texas with be held on November 
15-24 this year. Usually, these events are light-
hearted fun, but every now and then a mean 
one leaves the chute like the one pictured here.

November 28, 1947
During the last football game of the 
season for the Alpine Bucks, sopho-
more Miss Sylvia Smith was crowned 
queen of the Alpine High School foot-
ball team. The game against Marfa was 
played on November 14.

November 19, 1948
Ted Scown, elusive and speedy back of the 
Sul Ross Lobos, has piled up a total score of 
108 points this season to become one of the 
leading scorers in the nation.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG
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November 19, 1948
Mrs. Walter Garnett breaks ground for 
the foundation for the new First Presby-
terian Church of Alpine. Mrs. Garnett is 
the only living member of the old church 
and was a guest of honor at the ceremony.

www.morrisonhardware.com
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God    God    
Bless Bless 

AmericaAmerica

County Tax Assessor-
Collector, County Con-
stables for Precincts 1, 
2, and 3, District Judge, 
District Attorney, Brew-
ster County Sheriff and 
both the Democrat Party 
Chair and the Republican 
Party Chair.

State and federal offi  ces 
up for election in the 2024 
primary include the Presi-
dent of the United States, 
the U.S. state senator offi  ce 

currently held by Ted Cruz, 
the state representative for 
District 23, currently held 
by Tony Gonzales, the 
State Railroad Commis-
sioner, three members of 
the Supreme Court, place 
two, four, and six, three 
members of the Court of 
Criminal Appeals, place 
one, seven, and eight, and 
the state senator for District 
29, currently held by Cesar 
Blanco.

FILING • FROM 1

COUNTY • FROM 1

assist with the audit for 
the fi scal years of 2020, 
2021, and 2022. Patty 
Roach was previously 
approved for hire as an 
outside contractor for 
the audit, and with the 
addition of Richardson, 
the two will continue to 
process the work with the 
goal of completing it be-
fore the end of 2024. The 
audits must be completed 
in order for the county 
to qualify for the block 
grants in 2025. In other 
financial news, Brew-
ster County Treasurer, 
Julie Morton notifi ed the 
court that longevity pay-
roll will be distributed on 
November 30.

In other news, the 
Far West Texas Public 
Defender’s Office was 
granted an extension of 
occupancy in their cur-

rent office space until 
February 15, 2024, with-
out penalty. The offi  ce is 
currently looking for a 
new location to better fi t 
their needs.

The court also ap-
proved the purchase of a 
2023 Chevrolet crew cab 
pickup truck for use in fa-
cilities management, and 
payment in the amount of 
$43,201.75 with the addi-
tion of $2,210 for upgrades 
made to the vehicle. The 
truck will be a replacement 
for a current vehicle in the 
facility’s fl eet.

Emergency manage-
ment coordinator, Steph-
anie Elmore reported that 
she attended the Texas 
Emergency Management 
Advisory Committee in 
Austin for the response 
board on which Elmore 
sits. Elmore also shared 

that in the next commis-
sioner’s meeting, they 
will renew the current 
burn ban that is in eff ect. 
Her office has been re-
ceiving frequent calls for 
prescribed burn approval 
lately, they will inform 
the offi  ce of the location 
and conditions for burn 
approval.

Luke Hendryx, the 
Texas A&M AgriLife 
extension agent, was 
present at this meeting 
to give the quarterly re-
port to the county. Ac-
cording to Hendryx, 4-H 
enrollment is up 230% 
in Brewster County from 
last year. This is the sec-
ond year in a row that 
enrollment has jumped 
for the county. Hendryx 
also informed the court 
that AgriLife is forming 
a partnership with the 

Borderlands Research 
Institute and there will 
be an opening for a 
range life specialist in a 
split position for the two 
groups.

The last item on the 
agenda for this meeting 
was the Brewster County 
Tourism report, given by 
the Executive Director, 
Robert Alvarez. Accord-
ing to Alvarez, so far in 
fi scal year 2023, the in-
come from the hotel oc-
cupancy tax in Brewster 
County has amounted to 
over two million dollars. 
After hearing the report, 
the court approved the 
allocation of $4,476 for 
advertising on TourTex-
as.com.

The next regular com-
missioner’s court meet-
ing is scheduled for 
Tuesday, December 12.

that meets once a month 
on the second Wednes-
day at the Alpine Public 
Library. Fairlie calls it 
a “show and tell” about 
both finished and un-
fi nished artwork. Along 
with the critique group, 
the BBAC hosts a paint-
out on the third Saturday 
of each month, called the 
Big Bend Plein Air Paint-
ers. This is a gathering of 
artists who work outside 
including urban sketch 
artists, drawing, and 
even photographers. The 
group meets at differ-
ent locations throughout 
the area such as Point of 
Rocks in Fort Davis and 
The Post in Marathon.

Not only does BBAC 
encourage creativity, but 
members of the council, 
28 in all, may set up their 
work at West Texas Na-
tional Bank for a month-
long show.

The non-profi t also is a 
big part of aiding art stu-
dents at Sul Ross. “Part 
of the money we raise 
goes towards a scholar-
ship for art students at 
Sul Ross. Buying art 
supplies is expensive, 

and these supplies aren’t 
covered by fi nancial aid, 
so we set up a scholar-
ship to help the students 
out,” Fairlie replied.

According to Fairlie, 
the two managers of the 
Gallery on the Square, 
Amanda Calhoun and 
Shelly Rogers, where the 
BBAC makes its home, 
are instrumental, along 
with their help in mak-
ing everything work as 
it should. “These two 
and those that work with 
them are really instru-
mental in making the 
goals of the BBAC a re-
ality,” Fairlie added. 

The Gallery on the 
Square located on West 
Holland Avenue hosts 
the largest number of 
artists showcasing their 
pieces with 27 total. 
Among those is a wall 
dedicated to Sul Ross art 
students, so that not only 
do they get exposure, but 
they get the opportunity 
to learn the profession-
alism of staging an art 
show with hands-on ex-
perience. The Catchlight 
Gallery boasts 16 artist’s 
work on display and the 

Whitlock Gallery show-
cases fi ve. Art is always 
a great gift according 
to Fairlie. “February 
through April is when 
we see the biggest sales 
on art in the area, and 
we support those artists 
in Terlingua and Fort 
Davis also, especially 
during this time, when 
tourist season sees a lot 
of art sales in the area,” 
Fairlie added. Although 
spring break and tourist 
season are the biggest in 
sales, locals really make 
an impact during the 
holidays. The “shop lo-
cal” slogan is a big part 
of the art sales for the 
BBAC between Thanks-
giving and Christmas, 

as art always makes a 
unique gift for friends 
and loved ones to enjoy 
for years to come.

ARTS • FROM 1

This upcoming Janu-
ary 1 will be the 33rd 
Black-Eyed Pea Off to 
be held in the Terlingua 
Ghostown. This annual 
cook-off  allows partici-
pants to bring their best 
black-eyed peas for judg-
ing and to share with the 
community. Peas may 
be cooked on or off -site 
but turn-in time is 2 p.m. 
sharp and the entry fee is 
$10. Spectators are wel-
come to participate by 
eating a “bowl of good 

luck” peas for a donation 
of $10 or more. This will 
include the bowl, spoon, 
and cornbread until it 
runs out. This coming 
year’s event will have 
local music on hand as 
well as a “Hot Date” 

raffl  e. All proceeds of the 
cook-off  will benefi t con-
tinuing education schol-
arships for the Terlingua 
School graduates. For 
more information con-
tact LaNetta Barnes at 
573-286-5285.

Several area non-
profit organizations 
have received a portion 
of the $2.8M in grants 
awarded by the Permian 
Basin Area Foundation 
(PABF). This foundation 
allows the hundreds of 
non-profit organizations 
throughout the Perm-
ian Basin to fulfill their 
missions. Raymond Wil-
liams, grant administrator 
for PABF stated, “Every 
one of these grantees 

has a story, a dedicated 
staff , a committed roster 
of volunteers, and a mis-
sion that impacts us all in 
some way. We trust each 
organization to make our 
community thrive with 
the funding that so many 
donors have entrusted to 
us.” The PBAF works on 
behalf of charitable do-
nors to see that their mon-
ey goes to organizations 
fulfi lling a mission they 
feel strongly about. They 
are the liaison between 
the donations and the 
grantees. For this grant 

cycle, area non-profi t or-
ganizations awarded grant 
funding include the Fami-
ly Crisis Center of the Big 
Bend, Friends of the Jeff  
Davis County Library, 
Marfa Education Foun-
dation, Museum of the 
Big Bend, and the Texas 
4-H Youth Development 
Foundation-District 6.

The PBAF manages 
two community grant 
cycles each year, and the 
spring grant application 
cycle will begin on Feb-
ruary 1 and will close on 
April 1.

33rd Annual Pea Off  to be held on New Year’s Day
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Local non-profi ts receive grant funding
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Dona Ward Blevins

dblevins@farmersagent.com

farmersagent.com/dblevins

2100 W Hwy 90, Ste B
Alpine, Tx 79830

WE'VE GOT 
YOU COVERED!
• Home      • Auto      • Commercial      • Life

Call 432-837-2225 today!

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

In what activities did 
you participate in 
high school?
I have participated in 
powerlifting, volleyball, 
softball, and track and 

Who was your 
favorite teacher/
coach, and why?
My favorite teacher is 

What was your 
favorite moment in 
the last four years?
My favorite moment was 

making it to regionals for 

What are your plans 
after high school?
I plan on getting my 
master’s in criminology 
and a minor degree in 

SE
NIO

R

Spot
ligh

t

Kaylee Fierro

Sponsored bySSS ddd bbb

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

www.as.com
www.farmersagent.com/dblevins


 

MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT 

FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Mobile homes 
and spaces. Close 
to Sul Ross Uni-
versity.  Frontier 
Mobile Home 
Village. 1102 N. 
9th St. trailer #35 
Alpine.  Call 432-
837-2736

FOR RENT/LEASE  

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539  

407 E Lockhart #2 
3 BR / 1 Bath Rent 
$1200.00/mo + 

Deposit 432-249-
0293 

407 E. Lock-
hart Apt#3, 1 
BR/1Bath, Rent 
$725.00 /mo + 
Deposit, 432-249-
0293 

208 Dolores 
Mountain Trail 
- Ft Davis, 4 BR 
/ 2 Baths, rent 
$1600.00/mo + 
Deposit, 432-249-
0293  

Apartment for 
rent:  1 bed, 

1 bath rental.  

$600/month plus 

deposit.  Call 432-

249-0569  

HOME RENTALS 

AVAILABLE SOON 

–  

3 bedrooms, 1 

& ¾ baths, large 

living room, 

Central heat and 

air, refrigerator, 

range, stacked 

washer & dryer.  

W. Hwy 90.  Rent 

$1,100.00 per 

month plus utili-

ties or $1,350.00 
or $1,350.00 utili-
ties furnished.  
CARPENTER 
PROPERTIES, 
432-386-6773 OR 
432-837-3325 

2 bedroom 1 & ¾ 
baths, manufac-
tured home living 
room, appliances, 
central heat, 
and air.  Large, 
covered patio, 
views, on 50 
acres.  Pasture for 
2 horses may be 
possible.  $800.00 

per month plus 
utilities.  CARPEN-
TER PROPERTIES, 
432-386-6773 OR 
432-837-3325 

2-bedroom 1 
bath, manufac-
tured home, 
stove, range, 
washer & dryer.  
NW part of town.  
Central heat.  
Good neigh-
borhood.  Rent 
$650.00 plus utili-
ties or $850.00 
utilities fur-
nished.  CARPEN-

TER PROPERTIES, 

432-386-6773 OR 

432-837-3325 

Small 2-bedroom 

1 bath home cen-

tral part of town.  

Good neighbor-

hood.  Range, 

refrigerator, 

washer, and dry-

er.  $850.00per 

month, utili-

ties furnished.  

CARPENTER 

PROPERTIES, 

432-386-6773 OR 

432-837-3325 

If interested, pick 
up Lease Ap-
plication at 708 
E. Ave. E, Alpine, 
Texas.  Previous 
rental and credit 
references re-
quired.  CARPEN-
TER PROPERTIES, 
432-386-6773 OR 
432-837-3325 

201 W. Del Rio, 3 
bedroom, 1 bath 
for rent.  432-
837-3503

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 

seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fill night audit.  
Excellent pay and 
benefits.  Please 
apply in person 
at 2607 West 
Highway 90. 

Holiday Inn 
Express is seek-
ing dedicated 
employees to fill 
morning front 
desk, breakfast 
attendant, and 
housekeeping 
positions. Please 
apply in person 

at 2004 East 

Highway 90.   

WANT TO BUY:

I buy cast iron 

skillets please text 

or call 512-963-

7533  

Want to buy old 

Colt pistols and 

old Winchester 

Lever Action rifl es. 

Daytime phone 

#: 432-294-2094. 

Nights/weekends: 

432-364-2234  
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Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

Part- Time Property Manager
M-F 8-12

Pay Per Experience 

12-18/HR

Send resume to:

ezuniqa@harlingencdc.org

or call Eileen 432-294-0706

BBT IS HIRING!  
For consideration, please 

apply on-line at:   

 BBT website or via

https://www.indeed.com/

cmp/Big-Bend-Telephone

LEGAL NOTICE

APPLICATION HAS BEEN 

MADE WITH THE TEXAS 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

COMMISSION FOR A LATE 

NIGHT PERMIT BY CASA 

DEL BARCO LLC DBA THE 

BOATHOUSE, LOCATED 

AT 390 IVEY RD., 

TERLINGUA, BREWSTER 

COUNTY, TEXAS  

79852, OWNED 

AND OPERATED BY 

GREGORY K. HAMMER.

NO. PR03129

IN RE ESTATE OF § IN THE COUNTY COURT

 § SITTING IN PROBATE

WILLIAM DALE MARTIN, § OF

Deceased § BREWSTER COUNTY, TEXAS

REQUEST FOR BIDS

The Estate of William Dale Martin, Cause PR03029, County Court 
of Brewster County requests bids for the purchase of real property 
located in Marathon, Texas.

The property has a street address of 101 S. 4th St W., Marathon, 
Texas, being more particularly described as Lot 11, Block 34, Old 
Town Marathon, Brewster County, Texas.

The property will be sold “AS-IS”. There will be NO sellers disclosure 
of property condition. Title will be conveyed by a special warranty 
deed.

The Estate will accept sealed bids actually received by midnight 
December 15, 2023.

Minimum bid is $30,000.00.

Bids shall be in written. Bidder shall include the following information: 
name, address, phone number, email address, and the amount of 
the bid.

Bid shall be sealed in an envelope.

The bid envelope shall have Bid for Estate of Martin written clearly 
on the envelope.

The bid envelope shall be placed inside a second envelope which 
shall be addressed to

Robert E. Steele
Dependent Administrator of the Estate of William Dale Martin
PO Box 1765
Alpine, TX 79831
Phone: 432-294-5757

Envelopes shall be opened on December 19, 2023 in open court 
at the County Court of Brewster County. If the December 19, 2023, 
hearing is reset, the bids shall be opened at the next scheduled 

bidder fails to complete the transaction, the Estate may award the 
bid to the next highest bidder. If no bid greater than $30,000.00 is 
received, the Estate may hold another auction.

he/she tendered the successful bid.

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• FULL-TIME BOOKKEEPER

 with experience

• ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

• MEDICAL BILLER

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

• PART TIME - MAINTENANCE WORKER,

 PCHS locations

• HOUSEKEEPER- PART TIME

• FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST- Alpine

Now Hiring

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Shipping/Receiving Clerk with NEW PAY RATE 
OF $15.00 per hour to start. Opportunity to earn 
$16.00/per hour upon competent comple� on 
of training. Fast Track to Management

Responsibili� es include loading and 
unloading, forkli�  opera� on, prepara� on 
of shipping documents, verify deliveries, 
maintain warehouse and other general 
du� es.  Requirements: Must be willing to work 
fl exible hours including evenings, weekends 
and holidays, ability to work independently, 
verbal and wri� en communica� on skills, 
working knowledge of computers and forkli�  
experience preferred.  Opportunity to move 
to Supervisor level and pay within the fi rst 6 
months of employment.  Must be able to pass 
a pre-employment drug screen. 

Interested candidates should email or fax 
resume to (432)729-3071 Ext. 607 or texashr@
villagefarms.com, applica� ons are also 
available at Village Farms Security Sta� ons 3 
Miles N. Hwy 17 Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 
17 FT. Davis, TX.  

PART-TIME

LIST 

YOUR 

RENTAL 

HERE.

The Perfect Home 
for Your Ad

Get the inside edge on reaching the 

right customers with an ad in the Alpine 

Avalanche.  From  job listings, local news and 

entertainment, the Alpine Avalanche has 

what your customers are looking for.  

Don’t miss out!
The Alpine Avalanche

www.AlpineAvalanche.com • 432-837-3334

����

www.villagefarms.com
https://www.indeed.com
www.avalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.wtnb.com
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Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.

432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

Take Stock
We fi nd ourselves in the middle of one 

of the most hectic seasons of the year. 
Thanksgiving has just passed, and Christ-
mas, Kwanza, and the New Year are right 
around the corner. We are literally running 
around like chickens without our heads. It 
might seem willy-nilly. 

One of the best things that we can do for 
ourselves during this crazy time is take a 
deep breath and slow down for a minute. 
Take a day and forget all the hoopla around 
the holidays. Better yet, take a day and 
don’t look at the news. The news is enough 
to make us want to pull our hair out and go 
live in a cave. That is not a scenario that 
most of us are likely able to do.

 In fact, this might be a good time to take 
a few minutes and take stock of where we 
have been over this past year and look for-
ward to next year. 

What have we done with our lives these 
past twelve months? Are we happy with 
what we have done? Are we not satisfi ed 
with what we have done?  Are we happy 
with our attitudes toward ourselves and 
toward our family, friends, neighbors, and 
others? Or are we not so happy with those 
same attitudes?

 I am not a fan of New Year’s Resolu-
tions. Those seem to go by the wayside for 
most of us by the end of January. What I 
am a proponent of is to take stock of our 
lives to see where the Creator of the Uni-
verse, our Higher Power, God has acted in 
our lives and what maybe one small thing 
we can turn over to the Divine. We can do 
this in order to ask for help to make the 
world a better place because heaven knows 
that there is enough hurt, tension, and dam-
age that we humans have done to the world 
and our fellow humans.

Perhaps we can ask to help make this 
world a better place, each in our own way, 
however small that might seem to us. We 
might ask for us to spread kindness and 
consideration with all whom we meet, even 
those people who might not be our friends, 
family, or neighbors. We might ask to make 
it clear how we can help someone who is 
more in need than we are. A lot of times 
this is easier said than done, but a few min-
utes each day to connect with the Divine 
can keep us on track.

May you have a peaceful Christmas 
season, a Happy New Year, and a moment 
each day to refl ect on our attitudes and ac-
tions in order to make for a more humane 
world.

BY REV. KATIE HUDAK
St. James Episcopal Church, Alpine, TX

Click on the 

Classifi eds tab at

www.alpineavalanche.com

THEN

CLICK

Notice is hereby given 

that original Letters 

Testamentary for the 

Estate of Eleanor 

Margaret Hay Foster, 

Deceased, were issued 

on October 24, 2023, 

in Cause No. PR03136, 

pending in Brewster 

County, Texas, to 

Mark Foster. All claims 

can be submitted 

to Mr. Foster at 614 

Mountainside Drive, 

Alpine, Texas, 798830.

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

www.holidayinnexpress.com
https://tpwd.texas.gov/jobs
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
https://capps.taleo.net/careersection/802/job
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.avalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.morrisonhardware.com
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating  

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT 

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

DRUG STORE

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BOUNCE HOUSE/PARTY

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

To advertise your
business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or
Donna @ 432-336-2281

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435  |  877.493.7862  |  WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

JT @ 432�837�3334 OR EMAIL JT.MARONEY@ALPINEAVALANCHE.COM

DONNA @ 432�336�2281 OR EMAIL DONNA.GONZALEZ@FORTSTOCKTONPIONEER.COM

DESIGNER HOMES

432-284-1184

432-284-9003

Making Your Dream
Making Your Dream

Home Come True
Home Come True

GLASS & MIRROR SERVICES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

���������	��
��
AVP/Escrow Officer

600 W. Dickinson Blvd. | Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-3301

pmcknight@pbabstract.com

R&K JUMPING BALLOONS
PARTY SUPPLIES

WE OFFER:
Party Packages

Tables w/chairs

Hot Dogs Machine

Popcorn Machine

Snow cone Machine 

Cotton Candy Machine

Please Contact:
432.299.1100

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND 

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 727772755

BODY SHOP

pecoscofeed@bigbend.net

www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. • Sat.7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Sun. CLOSED

Phone 

(432) 336-6877

500 W. Hornbeck

Fort Stockton, TX 79735

FEED  STORE

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
www.pecoscountyfeedandsupply.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@fi ndaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo 
HAIR STYLIST

STORAGE

REAL ESTATE

TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

www.legacybrokergroup.com | 432-837-3325

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 
JT @ 432�837�3334 OR EMAIL JT.MARONEY@ALPINEAVALANCHE.COM

DONNA @ 432�336�2281 OR EMAIL DONNA.GONZALEZ@FORTSTOCKTONPIONEER.COM

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W. 
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

432-336-3314 
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

Angela Miles,
Realtor

804 N. Main | Fort Stockton
432-290-8038 | akmilesrealtor@yahoo.com

Let my years of experience work for you.

 Residential

 Commercial

 Ranch

 Property Management

�������	
������	�����������

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

SPA

Royal Beauty Studio

Eunice Page
Micropigmentation Artist

eunicebarronp@yahoo.com

237 W. 21st St. Fort Stockton Texas

Business Facebook:
Royal Beauty Studio

432-294-1565

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-2281

REAL ESTATE

Limpia Realty
Serving Alpine, Fort Davis, Marfa, Terlingua and the far west Texas area.

(855) 546-7424
www.LimpiaRealty.com

Limpia
Self Storage

Storage units are available now!

609 E Holland

Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 386-9420

SPAHOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa, 

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We off er the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-2281

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-2281

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.limpiarealty.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.ranchoutwest.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com


 

Baking is not some-
thing I do regularly, and 
while I enjoy something 
sweet and satisfying just 
like the next person, I 
rarely break out the fl our 
and measuring cups to 
create sweet treats to 
grace my table. Although 
I enjoy a decadent des-
sert, my tastes run quite 
simple. A simple choco-
late cake, a light and 

spongy angel food cake, 
or a dense and buttery 
pound cake are simply 
my favorites. And then 
comes this recipe to turn 
everything upside down 
and make anyone’s taste-
buds feel as if they have 
won the fl avor lottery.

When you are search-
ing for a way to make 
your friends and fam-
ily feel like a million 

bucks, look no further 

than this Million Dollar 

Pound Cake recipe. This 

elevated take on an old 

favorite will leave your 

friends and loved ones 

with a million-dollar 

smile for the remainder 

of the day. Traditional 

pound cakes are buttery 

and dense, and overall, 

quite simple but refresh-

ingly delicious. This 

pound cake recipe how-

ever is true to its name. 

This recipe adds in 

crunchy toff ee bits and 

velvety pecans as well as 

a drizzle of creamy car-

amel sauce to send your 

taste buds into heaven. 

For simplistic deca-

dence, this pound cake 

just can’t be beat. So, 

the next time you want 

to wow your friends and 

family with your baking 

skills, look to this reci-

pe, and serve them up a 

million dollars’ worth of 

sweetness.

Million Dollar Pound Cake

Courtesy photo

Million Dollar Pound Cake

Page 14  Alpine Avalanche  Thursday, November 30, 2023 

I have been making this fruitcake annually for the 
public for about the last 10 years, usually selling it at 

local fairs and at Mountain Country Christmas. 

This recipe was my mother’s although I did not like 
fruitcake back then, later in life I made it and tried it 
and fell in love with it. Not everyone likes fruitcake,

but this is a different take on fruitcake. This fruitcake
is made with maraschino cherries, dates, pecans,

and apples. It can be made without pecans
whatever the preference. 

This fruitcake is shelf-stable for about 3 weeks, longer 
in the refrigerator, and up to a year in the freezer.

Sizes Available: Bundt pan-24 servings,
Large Loaf/11x5-16 servings, Medium Loaf/9x4-12 

servings, Small Loaf/8x4-9 servings. 

For prices and to
place an order call me,

Susie Gonzales,
at 432-244-9805.

Annual Holiday Fruitcake Sale

WHATEVER 
YOU'RE CRAVING, 

WE HAVE YOU 
COVERED!

900 E. Avenue E
Alpine, Texas

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Million Dollar Pound Cake

Directions:

Preheat the oven to 

325 degrees F.

Generously spray all 

surfaces of a nonstick, 

12-cup bundt pan with 

nonstick cooking spray, 

and flour or grease and 

flour the inside. Set 

aside.

In a large bowl, beat 

the butter until creamy. 

Add the brown sugar 

and the granulated sug-

ar to the butter, beating 

until fluffy, no less than 

three minutes.

Add the eggs, one at a 

time, to the sugar mix-

ture, beating until just 

the yellow disappears 

after each egg.

In a medium bowl, 

combine the flour, the 

baking powder, and the 

salt. Gradually add the 

flour mixture to the but-

ter mixture in thirds, al-

ternating with the milk 

in between each third. 

Beat the batter until just 

combined.

Stir the toffee bits and 

the pecans into the bat-

ter.

Spoon the batter into 

the prepared pan. Bake 

until a fork inserted 

near the center of the 

cake comes out clean, 

about 75–90 minutes. 

You may need to cover 

the top of the cake with 

foil near the end of cook-

ing time to prevent ex-

cess browning.

Let the cake cool in 

the pan for 15 minutes. 

Transfer the cake from 

the pan and let cool com-

pletely on a wire rack. 

Spoon the caramel sauce 

over cake. Serve.

Ingredients:

1-1/2 cups unsalted but-

ter, softened

2 cups light brown sugar, 

packed

1 cup granulated sugar

5 large eggs, at room tem-

perature

3 cups all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon baking pow-

der

1/2 teaspoon salt

1 cup whole milk, at 

room temperature

1 (8-ounce) bag toffee 

bits

1 cup pecans, chopped

2-1/2 cups caramel sauce

Easy Caramel 
Sauce

Directions:
Mix the brown 

sugar, half-and-half, 
butter, and salt in a 
saucepan over medi-
um-low heat. Cook 
while whisking gen-
tly for five to seven 
minutes until it gets 
thicker. Add the va-
nilla, and cook anoth-
er minute to thicken 
further. Turn off the 
heat, cool slightly, and 
pour the sauce into a 
jar. Refrigerate until 
cold.

Ingredients:
1 cup packed brown 
sugar
½ cup half and half
4 tablespoons of 
butter
Pinch of salt
1 tablespoon vanilla

www.marathontexas.com

