
 

Sul Ross State Uni-
versity has adopted a 
new tagline to go with 
its recent enrollment 
campaign. A pithy “Far 
from Ordinary” will be 
printed on what the col-
lege releases in hopes of 
continuing the increase 
in enrollment. Also very 
notable, is their off er ex-
tended to both Brewster 
County and the City of 
Alpine, which would 
allow them to adopt the 
tagline as well.

“We are continuing 
to invest in the market-
ing for our graduate 
programs which has 
shown signifi cant return 
already,” said the univer-
sity president, Dr. Carlos 
Hernandez, in a state-
ment released last week 

in the Avalanche.
“While we continue to 

embrace the traditions of 
the Bar-SR-Bar, we want 
prospective students to 
know who and where we 
are and that we are ‘Far 
from Ordinary’,” Her-
nandez continued.

The strategic new 
look and language have 
seemed to make a dif-
ference already, with a 
102-student increase this 
fall semester. Accord-
ing to the leaders of the 
community, the universi-
ty has welcomed the area 
to participate in a way, 
that potentially shows a 
united front for the fi rst 
time in years. Even if the 
individual groups don’t 
move forward together 
in this specifi c instance, 
this could mark a shift to 
a closer community.

The feedback from 

the community repre-

sentatives is still very 

young, the idea has only 

been introduced and 

no lengthy discussion 

has occurred within the 

individual governing 

group meetings. At a 

recent commissioner’s 

court meeting, County 

Judge Greg Henington 

informed the commis-

sioners of the possibility 

and said, “I’d like to see 

the city, county, and Sul 

Ross all adopt that far 

from ordinary slogan. . . 

and really be one.”

The Alpine Emergen-
cy Services Board held 
its regular meeting on 
Thursday, October 26 at 
5:30 p.m. in the Alpine 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment meeting room. 
Board members present 
were Paul Loeffl  er, Rusty 
Moore, Stephanie Elmore, 
Stacy Wood, Albert Lu-
jan, and Albert Benitez. 
Absent was Aaron Ro-
driguez. Also in atten-
dance were AVFD Chief 
Andrew Pierce, Assistant 
Chief Charles Worden, 

and James Etchison.
After the pledge of al-

legiance and invocation 
led by Chairman Loeffl  er, 
minutes from the previ-
ous meeting on Septem-
ber 7 were approved, and 
an update from Treasurer 
Stacy Wood on board fi -
nances was given. Wood 
told the board that they 
had received the $40,000 
yearly contribution from 
Brewster County for their 
portion of the oversight, 
management, and pay-
roll for the AVFD. Wood 
also reported that she was 
working on a specifi c way 
to utilize Quickbooks for 

the board’s fi nances that 
non-profit organizations 
utilize. “If I am unable 
to get this set up quickly, 
I will go ahead and en-
ter everything into the 
standard Quickbooks so 
that we can see deposits, 
credits, and debits for our 
account almost instantly,” 
Wood said. Loeffl  er told 
the board that he would 
invoice the City of Alpine 
for their $40,000 portion 
of the yearly contribution 
so that the account would 
be ready for any needs 
for AVFD going forward. 
Loeffl  er said, “Eff ective 
October 1, the AESB 

will handle all fi nances, 
payments, costs, etc. in-
cluding stipends for the 
AVFD.”

In further board news, 
Loeffler told the board 
that the pension system 
that was previously set 
up for AVFD through the 
City of Alpine had offi  -
cially been transferred to 
AESB and that according 
to the information he had 
currently, there were 14 
people on the plan.

Following reports from 
the board offi  cers, AVFD 
Chief Andrew Pierce 
shared his monthly up-
date. Pierce gave a run-

down about recent events 

and training that the de-

partment was engaged 

in. He told the board that 

AVFD provided the light-

ing ceremony for the 

AISD homecoming bon-

fi re and managed that fi re 

throughout the evening. 

According to Pierce, fi re-

fi ghters Shelby Green and 

Jacob Goodman tested 

for their Firefi ghter One 

and Two, along with a 

HAZMAT class, and 

would be certifi ed soon. 
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First graders at Alpine Elementary School went all-out on Halloween and dressed up as their favorite superhero, princess, 
villain, zombie, and everything in between.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

Editor’s note: This is part 
one of a two-part series.

The Texas Transporta-
tion Commission, in a his-
toric approval of funding, 
has allocated $345 million 
towards pedestrian and bi-
cycle projects across the 
state for Texas commu-
nities. This funding will 
aid 83 Texas projects to 
improve access and pro-
vide safety enhancements 
and mobility options to 
schools, jobs, public tran-
sit, and local destinations. 
This investment in bicycle 
and pedestrian infrastruc-
ture is more than six times 
as much funding compared 
to the last call for projects 
for transportation alterna-
tives in 2021, which was 
only $55 million.

According to the Texas 
Department of Transporta-
tion, Texas has seen a rise 
in pedestrian and bicycle 
fatalities. In 2022 there 
were 830 pedestrian fatali-
ties and 92 bicyclists. The 
last fi ve years have seen an 
increase of almost 30% in 
both pedestrian and bicycle 
deaths.

Sul Ross State University
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OBITUARIES

James “Jim” Marshall Roberts, Jr.

James Marshall Rob-
erts, Jr. “Jim”, 70, of 
Marathon, passed away 
on October 26, in Mara-
thon. Born on February 
25, 1953, in Fort Stock-
ton, to James Marshall 
Roberts, Sr. and Callie 
Marie Roberts, Jim was 
the beloved husband of 
Stephanie Edgar Roberts.

Jim was a dedicated 
family man and is sur-
vived by his loving wife 
and his sons, John Clin-
ton Roberts “Clint” of 
Marathon, and William 

Clayton Roberts of Mid-
land. Jim was a cherished 
brother to Marsha Rob-
erts (husband, Gordon) 
of Marathon, and Donna 
Davis (husband, Kelly) 
of Pecos. Jim was pre-
ceded in death by his son 
Donny Lee Roberts. Jim 

was a proud grandfather 
and great-grandfather to 
numerous children and 
great-grandchildren. He is 
also survived by numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

Jim’s educational jour-
ney began with his at-
tendance at Marathon 
Elementary and subse-
quent graduation from 
Marathon High School. 
He further pursued his 
higher education at Sul 
Ross State University 
where he earned a bach-
elor’s degree.

Following his gradua-
tion from Sul Ross, Jim 

returned to Marathon 
where he played a pivotal 
role in the establishment 
of the Marathon Water and 
Sewer Company. Jim’s 
dedication to providing 
essential services to the 
community will always 
be remembered. Outside 
of work, Jim found great 
joy in steer roping, often 
participating alongside his 
wife Steph, and a circle of 
close friends.

Jim’s passing leaves a 
void in the hearts of all 
who knew him. He will 
be remembered for his 
hard work, dedication, 

and love for his family. 
Jim’s memory will for-
ever be treasured.

A private service will be 
scheduled at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that do-
nations be made to the 
Friends of the Marathon 

Community Center, P.O. 
Box 338, Marathon, Texas.

Online condolences 
may be left at: www.
alpinememorialfuneral-
home.com

Services have been en-
trusted to Alpine Memo-
rial Funeral Home. 

Area rancher Jeff  Williams 
was recently recognized as 
the Man of the Year in the 
Texas County Agricultural 
Agents Association - District 
6. Recipients of this award 
are those who provide 
exceptional service to Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension 
along with having a posi-
tive impact on agriculture 
in Texas in general. The 
award honors the very best 
supporters of the extension 
service in Texas. Mr. Wil-
liams was recently a key 
supporter of the Big Bend 
Beef 706 program series 
that took place at Sul Ross 
State University throughout 
the spring of 2023.
Courtesy photo

Williams recognized
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1st MONTHRENT FREE

Judd Foundation invites everyone to Ranch Day at 
Casa Perez, one of Donald Judd’s three ranch houses. 
This event is free and open to the public. 

Sunday, November 5
11:00am-3:00pm
Casa Perez 

11:30am-1:00pm lunch by Angel’s Restaurant 
(first come, first served).

1:00pm ‘Flora of the Chihuahuan Desert’ conversation 
with botanists Dr. A. Mike Powell (co-founder of the 
Chihuahuan Desert Research Institute, Distinguished 
Professor Emeritus of Biology and Director and Curator 
of the Herbarium at Sul Ross State University) and 
Patty Manning (co-founder of Twin Sisters Natives). 

2:00pm hike with Randy Sanchez, Judd Foundation

Music by Lady Chanticleer. 

Directions to Casa Perez
Travel south on Pinto Canyon Road / Ranch Road 2810. 
Casa Perez is located 10 miles past the end of the 
paved road. High clearance vehicles required.

For more information, please contact:
marfa@juddfoundation.org

Ranch 
Day

This program has been made possible through the generous support of the Brown Foundation, Inc. and a 

grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts. This project has been supported in part by an award from the 

National Endowment for the Arts. Check out www.stocktonford.com for our inventory. 
If it’s not on our lot we can order it or find it for you!If it’s not on our lot we can order it or find it for you!

Stockton Ford Stockton Ford 
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JUST ARRIVED IN TIME 

FOR THANKSGIVING

2024 FORD MUSTANG GT PREMIUM
STOCK #24100C

MSRP-$54,295

2023 FORD MAVERICK 

LARIAT HYBRID

STOCK #26149T

MSRP- $35,010

2024 FORD EDGE SEL

STOCK #24100T

MSRP- $43,705

2023 FORD BRONCO 

SPORT BADLANDS

STOCK #23151T

MSRP-$40,780

2024 FORD EXPEDITION 

LIMITED

STOCK #24101T

MSRP-$75,795

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Norman Wilson

Big Bend Telephone Company

Bill Williams Tire Company

Albert and Kathryn Bork

Busy Bee Quilters

Catherine Eaves

Deborah Tout

Amy Garza

����� �� �
F U N E R A L  H O M E

600 E. DICKINSON BLVD | FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735 | 432-360-5027

Celebrating their eighth year on air, KALP’s Tejano Sunday radio show put on a concert and dance 
with the Puro Party Allstarz headed by Robert Alvarez the radio show’s DJ along with special guest 
Texas Latino.

Photo by Kara Gerbert
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According to a press 

release from the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for 
the Western District of 
Texas, an Alpine man, 
Timothy Rey Korteland, 
19, was sentenced to 78 
months in federal prison 
for the possession of 
child sexual abuse mate-
rial.

According to court 
documents, Korteland 
engaged in multiple 
conversations that were 
sexual in nature with a 
minor in another state 
via the messaging ap-
plication Discord. An 
FBI search warrant was 
executed for Korteland’s 
Discord account, reveal-
ing multiple instances of 
the accused claiming to 
have child sexual abuse 
material. A search war-

rant for Korteland’s resi-
dence was conducted by 
agents from Homeland 
Security Investigations 
and the FBI. All electron-
ics in Korteland’s posses-
sion were removed along 
with multiple video fi les 
depicting young children 
engaged in activity of a 
sexual nature in an appli-
cation on his cell phone. 
Korteland pleaded guilty 
to the possession of child 
pornography on March 
28.

“This defendant, by his 
own estimate, possessed 
around 2,000 videos of 
child sexual abuse ma-
terial and other illicit 
sexual content, and was 
forming an online rela-
tionship with a minor,” 
U. S. Attorney for the 
Western District of Tex-
as Jaime Esparza said. 
“I appreciate the col-
laborative eff orts by our 
federal law enforcement 

partners to prevent Kor-
teland from causing any 
further harm to his vic-
tims. This federal prison 
sentence should serve as 
a warning to anyone who 
seeks out and possesses 
material of this nature, 
that we will be relentless 
in our pursuit of justice.”

Special  Agent  in 
Charge John S. Morales 
of the FBI El Paso Field 
Office said, “The FBI 
remains steadfast in our 
commitment to protect 
children from those who 
seek to exploit their in-
nocence. These types of 
cases serve as a reminder 
of the importance for 
parents or caregivers to 
be aware of who their 
children are talking to 
when they are online and 
playing in group gaming 
platforms.”

Francisco B. Burrola, 
Special Agent in Charge 
of the HIS El Paso Divi-

sion added, “This sen-

tence is a testament to 

the repugnant nature of 

child exploitation crimes 

which only perpetuates 

the trauma endured by 

victims. Our HIS agents 

make it a top priority to 

protect vulnerable chil-

dren from victimization 

by working with their 

law enforcement part-

ners to investigate preda-

tors involved in child 

sexual abuse material 

and ensure they are held 

accountable for their hei-

nous actions.”

This case was investi-

gated by the El Paso Di-

vision and Field Offi  ces 

of Homeland Security 

Investigations and the 

FBI. Assistant U.S. At-

torney Amy Greenbaum 

prosecuted the case.

Back in June of this year, 

the Jeff  Davis County Com-

missioners Court awarded a 

bid to El Paso construction 

firm Mayan SIP Manufac-

turing and Sales to con-

struct a new fire and EMS 

bunkhouse. The construc-

tion which began in early 

September according to Jeff  

Davis County Judge Cur-

tis Evans, is about halfway 

complete.

Evans told the Avalanche, 

“This bunkhouse construc-

tion was completely funded 

by non-profi t or foundation 

funding. There was not a 

dime of ad valorem tax dol-

lars spent on this build.”

The purpose of this bunk-

house is for emergency re-

sponders and other emergen-

cy services personnel who 

come in to assist Jeff  Davis 

County in times of need. An 

example would be person-

nel such as members of the 

Forest Service and others 

responding to large wildfi res 

in the area as they did during 

the devastating Rockhouse 

Fire in 2011.

While the county looks 

forward to this new building, 

they are also anticipating the 

renovations for the Jeff  Davis 

County Community Center. 

The community center will 

be located in the old Fort 

Davis Outfi tters building that 

was off ered to the county by 

Kevin and Karen Bark.

Originally, a community 

center was planned for the 

old Masonic Lodge and the 

Scobee Adobes that were 

given to the county by Steve 

Odell and Mary Fenton. The 

cost of renovating these prop-

erties, although historic was 

not economically feasible. 

“There was a lot of discus-

sion on keeping the property 

that Mr. Odell and Mrs. Fen-

ton gave to the county for 

the sole purpose of a com-

munity center, but the cost of 

renovations for these historic 

buildings was too expensive 

to meet all the requirements 

for a public building,” said 

Evans.

The solution to this predic-

ament was to approach Odell 

and Fenton and inform them 

of the county’s decision to 

move in a diff erent direction 

for a community center. Both 

Odell and Fenton agreed 

with the county and agreed 

to allow the county to sell 

the donated Masonic Lodge 

and Scobee Adobes and use 

those funds to purchase the 

old Outfi tters building.

“The old Outfi tters build-

ing was going to cost the 

county $650,000. We used 

the $300,000 from the sale of 

the lodge and adobes with the 

remainder of the funds com-

ing from the American Res-

cue Plan Act that the county 

received during COVID-19,” 

Evans added.

So far Jeff  Davis County 

has been using the old Out-

fi tters building as is for the 

community center, but a 

master plan is currently being 

fi nalized for the renovation 

of the property. “Jeff  Davis 

County is looking forward 

to getting underway with 

these renovations and we 

expect this building to be a 

huge benefi t to the Jeff  Davis 

County community,” Evans 

concluded.
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Jeff  Davis County looking forward to new construction, renovations

Alpine man sentenced to federal prison Marfa youth softball 

coach pleads guilty

On October 27, the U.S. At-

torney’s Offi  ce for the West-

ern District of Texas issued a 

press release stating that Patri-

cio Javier Serrano of Marfa 

pleaded guilty in federal court 

to possession of child pornog-

raphy and transportation of 

child pornography, along with 

aiding and abetting.

Serrano had a criminal com-

plaint filed against him in May.

According to court docu-

ments Serrano had multiple 

photos and videos depicting 

child sexual abuse material 

stored on his cell phone and in 

his phone’s web browser. He 

pleaded guilty last Friday to 

one count of the transportation 

of child pornography, aiding 

and abetting, and one count 

of possession of child pornog-

raphy that carries no less than 

five years and up to 20 years 

in prison for the transportation 

charge, and up to 20 years for 

the possession charge.

Serrano’s sentencing will 

be determined by a federal 

district court judge after con-

sideration of the U.S. sentenc-

ing guidelines along with oth-

er statutory factors. This case 

is under the investigation of 

the FBI, Homeland Security 

Investigations, Texas Depart-

ment of Public Safety, and the 

Marfa Police Department.

Parents and kids galore enjoyed the Big Bend Law Enforcement Fun Fest 
held at the Alpine Visitor’s Center on Saturday. Activities included trunk or 
treat, music, games, food and drinks, and free pumpkins for the kids cour-
tesy of the Alpine Police Department and Porter’s.

Photo by Joh Covington
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“Oh, well, a-bless 
my soul, but what’s 
wrong with me?

I’m itchin’ like a 
man on a fuzzy tree

My friends say I’m 
actin’ wild as a bug

I’m in love … I’m 
all shook up.”

— 1956 Song lyr-
ics by Otis Blackwell

Someday, I want to be a col-
umn writer. When I grow up.

Wouldn’t it be amazing? 
To be like those gifted writ-
ers who create something out 
of nothing. Individuals who 
can write about anything at 
the drop of a hat. Any sub-
ject. Any time. Just crack my 
knuckles like a concert pianist 
and start creating magic with 
the keys. 

Someone like songwriter 
Otis Blackwell who wrote hits 
for many of the 1950s record-
ing artists. Songs like “All 
Shook Up,” which he report-
edly wrote after a Shalimar 
Studio exec opened a bottled 
soft drink, shook it up to make 
it bubble over, and challenged 
Blackwell to write a song us-
ing the line, “All Shook Up.”

He did. In two days. The 
song was pitched to Elvis Pre-
sley and was his second-big-
gest hit after “Don’t Be Cru-
el,” also written by Blackwell. 

“Are you one of those writ-
ers who can create a column 
about anything,” a friend up 
in Mount Pleasant asked me 

last week. While I 
was thinking about 
writers who pos-
sessed that exact 
ability. 

“Just sit down 
and write some-
thing?”

“No,” I said. 
Then I shared with 
him how I had been 

thinking about that very thing. 
And how I would like to write 
like that. Someday.

“OK, so right now,” he 
said. “Without thinking about 
it. Tell me the fi rst thing that 
comes to your mind.”

“Mixers,” I fired back. 
Without thinking about it. 

Silence. He looked at me. 
“Mixers? What kind of mix-
ers? Where did that come 
from?”

“The kind my mother used 
in the kitchen to make cakes 
and other good things to eat. 
The kind your mother prob-
ably used, too, The kind for 
which I watched every move 
Mom made when she baked. 
Waiting. Hoping. That I would 
get to lick one of the beaters 
covered with cake icing. I had 
to be fast, though. With two 
sisters and mixers with only 
two beaters, the last one in the 
kitchen was the loser.”

“But a column about a 
kitchen mixer?” My friend 
was a little mixed up. 

“I won one,” I told him. 
“I bought a $20 raffl  e ticket 
for Rene Kay’s quilt raffl  e at 

the Poultry Festival a couple 
of weeks ago. The one she 
does to support her autistic 
son at college to learn more 
life skills and an occupation. 
Last year, she raffl  ed just the 
quilt she made. This year, she 
added more prizes. Soft-sided 
coolers, a shotgun, and origi-
nal oil paintings. But I won a 
mixer.” 

“A mixer,” my friend said 
fl atly. Obviously still not un-
derstanding.

“Not just any mixer,” I re-
plied. “It’s one of those pro-
fessional commercial over-
the-top kind that costs more 
than all the kitchen appliances 
in the world put together. And 
it’s red.”

“What are you going to do 
with a mixer,” he chuckled. 
“You don’t even cook?”

“See,” I said. “That’s the 
funny part. I used to cook and 
enjoyed it. But I quit after the 
kids grew up and moved out. 
Left my cooking to the res-
taurants. Then just recently, I 
started a remodeling project 
on my kitchen. New appli-
ances, new countertops, new 
sink, new cookware. New 
mop and broom. New every-
thing before it’s all done. So, I 
decided with a new kitchen in 
the works, I might as well start 
cooking again. What could 
have been a better prize than 
a mixer?

“The other funny part is that 
Rene came by the offi  ce a few 
days after the drawing,” I con-

tinued. “I could tell she had 
something on her mind. Said 
that she was fearful a mixer 
might not be such a good prize 
for me. That she didn’t know 
if I even cooked since I was a 
single man. She was right in 
the middle of suggesting she 
might be able to arrange for an 
alternative prize when I inter-
jected, ‘I like my mixer.’”

“You’re happy with it, 
then,” Rene asked? 

“You can’t have my mixer,” 
I laughed. “I love it.”

She left with a smile.
“That was a lucky ticket,’ 

my friend said.
“Not my fi rst one this year,” 

I replied. “I won a big prize 
drawing at the chamber ban-
quet in January. I also won 
some cool door prizes at the 
North and East Texas Press 
Association convention in 
April.”

“Maybe you should write 
about your good luck in 
drawings. But a column about 
kitchen mixers. Is that some-
thing you could get all shook 
up about?”

Pondering his point for a 
minute, I admitted I wasn’t 
sure whether that would work 
or not. 

I don’t know,” I said slowly. 
“You could be right. Maybe 
I’ll just go home, bake a cake, 
and think about it.”

—Contact Leon Aldridge 
at leonaldridge@gmail.com. 
Other Aldridge columns are 
archived at leonaldridge.com
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

WHAT GENERATION 

DO YOU 

BELONG TO?

Total votes: 7

0%  (0 votes)

86%  (6 votes)

14%  (1 vote)

0%  (0 votes)    

0%  (0 votes)

RESULTS

SILENT GENERATION-BORN 1928-1945 

BABY BOOMERS-BORN 1946-1964

GENERATION X-BORN 1965-1980

MILLENNIALS-BORN 1981-1996

GENERATION Z-BORN 1996-2012

Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.

STAFF

J.T. Maroney

Publisher

jt.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

Kara Gerbert

Managing Editor

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

Joh Covington

Staff  Writer

joh.covington@alpineavalanche.com

Shelley Maroney

Offi  ce Manager

shelley.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

432-837-3334

www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Facebook: Alpine Avalanche

ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is 

published every Thursday morning at 

704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. 

Periodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-

pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff 

Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per 

year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the 

character, standing or reputation of 

any person, firm or corporation will 

be corrected when such occurs in this 

newspaper and is brought to the pub-

lisher’s attention.

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

Joseph Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

202-456-1111

Tony Gonzales

United States House 

of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

202-225-4511

John Cornyn

United States Senate

517 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4305

202-224-2934

Ted Cruz

United States Senate

185 Dirksen Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4306

202-224-5922

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

What are you doing for 

Thanksgiving this year?

-Going home to my family.

-Staying put and celebrating 

with friends.

-I’m not doing anything.

-Spending it with my significant 

other’s family.

Maybe I’ll bake a cake

Working in edu-
cation is an act of 
service, plain and 
simple. It’s one of 
the most evident 
things you’ll no-
tice when you walk 
the halls of any Al-
pine ISD campus. 
From the daycare, 
all the way through 
to the high school. 
Teachers, paraprofessionals, 
custodians, administrators, 
maintenance, and everybody 
in between all have the same 
resolve and purpose; to serve 
the students.

Working in education is not 
for the faint of heart; it requires 
long hours, lots of extra work, 
and tons of mental dedication. 
There is something to be said 
about the wonderful people 
who work at Alpine ISD, ser-
vants to the fullest.

Since beginning work 
here over fi ve years ago as a 
full-time substitute, parapro-

fessional, teacher, 
coach, and now 
Chief Financial Of-
ficer, I am truly 
blessed to return to 
my alma mater and 
work with some of 
the brilliant minds 
that once taught me. 
Transitioning to the 
role of CFO has re-
ally opened my eyes 

to what a wonderful group of 
people that make magic hap-
pen in and out of the class-
room.

While I have come to no-
tice all the great things that are 
happening, I would be remiss 
to not notice the challenges 
that are facing the district in 
the coming years. Challenges 
include changes in federal 
funding post-COVID, political 
gridlock holding public educa-
tion in the middle, and under-
funding from the state to many 
rural districts like Alpine.

As a district, we face chal-

lenges at the state level that are 
far beyond our control. That 
being said, we are committed 
to finding creative ways to 
combat these challenges.

Coming into this position in 
the middle of a legislative ses-
sion has also shown me just 
how important it is to raise 
your voice to your legislators 
as our local fi nances are direct-
ly impacted by the decisions 
of our state government. Dr. 
Rinehart and I are committed 
to working on behalf of our 
district at the local, state, and 
federal levels to evoke change 
in hopes of making the school 
fi nance formulas equitable for 
all students, but especially the 
students of Alpine ISD and ru-
ral communities alike.

Currently, we are working 
hard to secure grant funding 
in as many avenues as we can 
to ensure that despite massive 
underfunding from the state 
Alpine remains a world-class 
competitive school district.

One of the biggest take-
aways from my background 
in engineering is the ability to 
think outside the box and get 
creative to solve problems that 
haven’t yet been addressed. 
The world of fi nance is very 
similar in that respect, in that 
we have the opportunity to 
fi nd creative solutions to keep 
amazing things happening in 
our district.

Each of our students has a 
limited time to walk the halls 
of Alpine ISD and deserves 
to have as many opportunities 
as possible to become world-
class citizens, thinkers, and 
leaders. Since graduating from 
AHS more than a decade ago, 
I have seen the district im-
prove and grow tremendously 
and I truly look forward to be-
ing a part of its future. While 
I still have so much to learn 
and the challenges ahead are 
tough, there has never been a 
better time to be a Buck.

Education: Serving students

CHRIS 
 VALENZUELA
AISD CFO

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.leonaldridge.com
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Our Avalanche 

reporter asked, 

“What is a TV or 

movie quote that 

you use all the 

time?”

Heard 
on the

STREET

Andrew Mitchell:

“Just when I thought 
I was out… they 

pull me back in,” - 
Silvio Dante quoting 
Michael Corleone.

Brad Butler:

“Negative, Ghost 
Rider. � e pattern is 

full,” - Top Gun.

Caleb Wood: “You 
gotta pump those 

numbers up. � ose 
are rookie numbers,” 

– Wolf of Wall 
Street.

Isla Zent: “Oh 
biscuits!” - Bluey.

Will Butler: “I’ll 
take a sixer of Old 

Milwaukee, or 
Lonestar. Nothing 

snooty,” - True 
Detective, season 

one.

Alpine Elementary’s 
Barbie bonanza

NOTICE OF PASSED ORDINANCES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT THE CITY 

COUNCIL HAS PASSED THE FOLLOWING CAPTIONED ORDINANCES:

ORDINANCE 2022-02-01: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF ALPINE, TEXAS AMENDING CHAPTER 10 – ANIMALS; 

AMENDING ARTICLE I – IN GENERAL; AMENDING ARTICLE II – 

KEEPING ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR UPDATED REGULATIONS 

REGARDING THE RESTRAINT AND IMPOUNDMENT OF ANIMALS; 

PROVIDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF UP TO A $500 PENALTY PER 

OCCURRENCE FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE ORDINANCE.

ORDINANCE 2022-03-01: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF ALPINE, TEXAS AMENDING CHAPTER 90 – 

TAXATION, ARTICLE IV – COIN-OPERATED ESTABLISHMENTS TO 

THE ALPINE CODE OF ORDINANCES; PROVIDING REPEALING AND 

SEVERABILITY CLAUSES; PROVIDING A TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS 

ACT CLAUSE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF UP TO A $500 PENALTY PER OCCURRENCE 

FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE ORDINANCE.

COPIES OF THE ORDINANCES ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL, 100 

N. 13TH STREET, DURING NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS BETWEEN 

8:00 A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. AND 1:00 P.M. TO 5:00 P.M. COPIES MAY ALSO 

BE OBTAINED BY EMAILING CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.

COM. QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE CITY 

SECRETARY AT 432-837-3301, OPTION 1.

Want more information?
Visit https://frontiercasa.org

Become a CASA Volunteer

Volunteers Needed

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT A CITY COUNCIL 

PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 21, 2023, AT 5:30 P.M. IN 

CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING ITEM:

SPECIAL USE PERMIT 2023-11-05: A SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF ALLOWING THE APPLICANT, LOWE’S MARKET #178, TO 

OBTAIN A WINE-ONLY PACKAGE STORE PERMIT (Q) FROM THE TEXAS 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION TO OPERATE A GROCERY STORE 

WITH ALCOHOL SALES. THE PROPERTY IN QUESTION IS LOCATED AT 104 

N. 2ND STREET. THE RECORD PROPERTY OWNER IS PORTER & COMPANY, 

LTD. THE PROPERTY ID OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS 11792.

THE CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY 

NOVEMBER 21, 2023 AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

LOCATED AT 803 WEST HOLLAND AVENUE TO HEAR CITIZEN VIEWS AND 

COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PROPOSED APPLICATION.

COPIES OF THE APPLICATION ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL, 100. N 13TH

STREET, BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8:00 A.M. AND 12:00 P.M. AND 1:00 P.M. 

AND 5:00 P.M. MONDAY TO FRIDAY. QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE 

OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY AT CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.

COM OR AT (432) 837-3301, OPTION 1.

BIG BEND REGIONAL RESOURCE DIRECTORY

www.bigbendhelp.org
The website has links, phone numbers, and addresses for programs, 

hotlines, and organizations throughout the tri-county area 
with up-to-date information on area health and social services.

Brought to you by

Big Bend Health and Alpine Public Library

Alpine Humane Soci-

ety Pet of the Week is 

Whiskey. Whiskey is a 

four-year-old Shepherd 

mix who loves to sit 

with people as much as 

he loves playing in the 

yard. This boy is happy 

to load up in a truck with 

no problem if you want 

to go on a cruise because 

he likes to feel the wind 

in his fur. 

Whiskey is vigilant 

about letting the ground 

squirrels know who’s 

in charge, and no pesky 

critter is getting into his 

yard on his watch. He 

invites you to visit him 

today at the Alpine Ani-

mal Services Shelter if a 

squirrel-monitoring rid-

ing buddy is who you are 

looking for.

Thanks to all who 

turned out this chilly 

past Sunday evening to 

support our Dia de los 

Quesos event. Watch for 

a special upcoming sale 

of items not sold during 

the silent auction, just in 

time for holiday shop-

ping.

Pet promotions are 

courtesy of the Alpine 

Humane Society. Alpine 

Animal Services handles 

pet adoptions at the city 

shelter, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

and 2 to 6 p.m. Mon-

day through Friday at 

2900 E. Old Marathon 

Highway. For informa-

tion about shelter pet 

adoptions, cremation 

services, or lost/found 

pets, call the Shelter at 

432-837-9030.

The Alpine Humane 

Society Thrift Store and 

Cattery is at 706 N. 5th 

Street in Alpine, open 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-

day through Saturday. 

The Pet Pantry is at 600 

N. 5th Street. The AHS 

Helpline is 432-837-

2532. To view adoptable 

pets, visit PetFinder.com 

or www.alpinehumane-

society.org, and check 

us out on Facebook and 

Instagram.

PET OF THE WEEK

Barbie seems to be a common theme for Hallow-
een this year as teachers and staff  from Alpine 
Elementary dressed up as everything from astro-
naut Barbie to president.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Send your community events to 

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Nov. 3 First Friday Song 
Swap, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Far West 
Guitars 114 N. 6th Street. 

Nov. 4 Fall Festival, 4:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. at the First Baptist 
Church in Alpine. There will be free 
food, games, a petting zoo, sack 
races, face painting, and more. 

Nov. 11 Big Bend National 
Park, Free Entry for Veteran’s Day.

Nov. 11 David R. Delaney 
Memorial 5k, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Kokernot Field.

Nov. 11 Fort Davis National 
Historic Site, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free 
Entry

Nov. 29 – Jan. 1 Fort Davis 
National Historic Site, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Frontier Christmas, with 
Christmas décor on display through 
historic structures.

Dec. 9-11 Marfa Holiday 
Bazaar, with hot cocoa, snacks, a 
holiday lights parade, singing from 
the Marfa Children’s Choir, and tree 
lighting on Friday. Vendors, music, 
and more on Saturday beginning at 
10 a.m., and on Sunday, starting at 

10 a.m. more shopping, music, and 
a pet parade at 3 p.m.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 E. 
Lockhart Ave. Schedules available 
on front door. For more information, 
call 915-562-4081 or aa-intergroup.
org. 

Alpine Lions Club meeting,
noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-
ence room, 5th St. and Brown St. 

American Legion Post 79 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second Mon-
day each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave. Dinner provided. 

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. Sul 
Ross Ave. 

Amigo Run Club at Alpine 

City Place, 5: 30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
101 W. Ave E. Weekly running club 
to walk/run 1-3 miles. Meet at the 
Amigo garage and fi nish at Amigo. 
Call 432-837-4012 for more infor-
mation.

Big Bend Amateur Radio 
Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 
Tuesday each month, Frontier Ma-
sonic Lodge #766, 2300 Highway 
118 North.

Big Bend Community Cho-
rale rehearsals on Monday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. in the First United 
Methodist Church sanctuary in 
Alpine. All are welcome, but first 
contact Andrew Alegria at Andrew.
alegria@sulross.edu, call 432-837-
8216, or visit bbcchorale.wixsite.
com/bbcc. 

Celebrate Recovery, at Big 

Bend Cowboy Church on Monday 
evenings 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For more 
information contact CW at 432-386-
3628 or Stacey at 432-386-2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine 
Public Library by appointment only, 
805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-2621 

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-
2621 to make an appointment. 

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-
2621 to make an appointment. 

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, noon, 
Wednesdays at the Sul Ross Univer-
sity Center, room 210 

Late Night Game Night, 9 
p.m. to 11 p.m. every Thursday 
night at Amigo, 101 W. Ave E.

See more at alpineavalanche.

com.

Find the 

Avalanche on 

Facebook!

ARE YOU ADVERTISING?

Your customers want to know
you’ll be there

FOR THE LONG TERM.

To advertise, call us at

979-732-2304

Colorado CountyThe

Citizen
to advertise, call us at

432.837.3334
Alpine Avalanche

https://frontiercasa.org
www.petfinder.com
www.society.org
www.bigbendhelp.org
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  432.837.5948  | 108 West Avenue E | ALPINE

ROSWELL LIVESTOCK AUCTION SALES, INC.ROSWELL LIVESTOCK AUCTION SALES, INC.

SALE DATE: MONDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2023
1930 head of cattle sold on a higher market, with 

excellent buyer attendance. This is the top of the market 
and prices range down from this according to quality, 

quantity. 

COMPARED TO LAST WEEK  
Stocker Calves: $5.00 to $10.00 higher
Feeder Cattle: Steady to $5.00 higher

Packer Cows and Bulls: $3.00 to $5.00 higher

300# - 400# Steers ...........................    292.00 to 311.00

300# - 400# Heifers ............................ 251.00 to 258.00

400# - 500# Steers .............................. 261.00 to 292.00

400# - 500# Heifers ............................ 235.00 to 251.00

500# - 600# Steers .............................. 234.00 to 261.00

500# - 600# Heifers ............................ 219.00 to 235.00

600# - 700# Steers .............................. 207.50 to 234.00

600# - 700# Heifers ............................ 213.00 to 219.00

700# - 800# Steers .............................. 217.00 to 227.00

700# - 800# Heifers ............................ 197.00 to 213.00

Packer Cows .......................................... 94.00 to 104.00

Canner & Cutter Cows .......................... 80.00 to   90.00 

Packer Bulls ........................................ 108.00 to 122.00

Feeder Bulls .......................................... 85.00 to   95.00

Cow / Calf Pairs – Top Half ............ 1400.00 to 1750.00

Bred Cows – Top Half .................... 1300.00 to 1650.00

Sponsored by:

Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 
IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.

Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio � Marfa
432.729.4306 � 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCareSRSU • FROM 1

BOARD • FROM 1

Pierce also told the 
board, “I am working 
with my captains and 
my lieutenant in putting 
together a program that 
mimics the State Fire-
mans and Fire Marshalls 
Association training 
calendar.” At this point 
in the meeting, Loef-
fl er told Pierce and the 
board that if they paid 
their dues to the SFF-
MA for the department 
as well as for the indi-
viduals on November 1 
or after, the department 

would get 14 months in-
stead of the regular 12 
out of the membership 
for this year, because 
the association would 
not bill again if they 
paid in the fourth fi nan-
cial quarter.

Pierce also told the 
board about the de-
partment participating 
in local events as part 
of their community 
service, including at-
tending the Kiwanis 
dinner, the Stable fi rst 
responder apprecia-

tion day, and the Zuzu 
Verk Memorial Walk 
in conjunction with the 
Family Crisis Center of 
the Big Bend. Finally, 
Pierce mentioned that 
he had applied for an 
all-expenses paid grant 
through Fire Connect 
and the Texas Forest 
Service for fi re school, 
that the department had 
two new members join 
for October, and that 
with the centennial an-
niversary of the AVFD 
in mind, they were plan-

ning an end of the year 
awards ceremony and 
were actively seeking 
sponsors.

In conclusion, Loef-
fl er told the board that 
Emergency Manage-
m e n t  C o o r d i n a t o r 
Stephanie Elmore had 
set up the purchase or-
der system so that any 
supplies or equipment 
needed could be pur-
chased along with a 
list of local businesses 
where these purchase 
orders would be able to 

be used. Loeffl  er reiter-
ated that there should 
only be a select few 
persons able to utilize 
a purchase order and 
be sold goods and or 
services by each busi-
ness on the list, in or-
der to maintain records 
of purchases easily. He 
also told the board that 
he had set up an agree-
ment with Cobos Lube 
Center to perform basic 
maintenance such as oil 
and fi lter changes on all 
the vehicles, and a short 

discussion on mainte-

nance records ensued. 

Having no other busi-

ness to discuss, Loef-

fl er called for a motion 

to adjourn. The next 

regular meeting for the 

AESB is set for De-

cember 5 at 5:30 p.m. 

No meeting was sched-

uled for November due 

to scheduling confl icts 

and the Thanksgiving 

holiday.

However, this adop-
tion could come with 
a $50,000 price tag for 
the city and the county 
individually, and while 
Henington has expressed 
initial favor for the idea, 
Alpine may consider a 
separate rebranding.

According to Betse 
Esparza, the Director of 
University Communica-
tions, this price was of-
fered by the university 
for the licensed use of 
the tagline and while 
the campaign is not con-
tingent upon the city or 

county’s decision, they 
are always happy to 
partner with them. They 
also “discussed the pos-
sibility of including their 
tourism branding in our 
campaign materials 
while they would pro-
mote SRSU in theirs,” 
Esparza said.

During the last city 
council meeting Al-
pine Mayor, Catherine 
Eaves, shared that they 
met with the university 
and learned more about 
what Sul Ross has been 
implementing with the 

work that the marketing 
fi rm has done. According 
to Eaves, they may con-
sider negotiation or even 
creating a tagline inde-
pendently, which while 
separate could be a com-
plement to Sul Ross’ new 
tagline, such as “Where 
Extraordinary Begins.”  
“We want to promote Al-
pine and attract employ-
ees,” Eaves said.

The city could con-
sider using HOT funds 
to pursue this due to the 
fact the college supplies 
quite a bit of the ho-

tel numbers with their 
events like homecom-
ing and graduation. And 
if the funds were used 
and specifi cally geared 
toward hotel occupancy, 
the funds could be ap-
plied.

Each group has things 
to consider further before 
any agreement is made 
but from the statements 
that each group has made 
in favor of cooperation 
and partnership, it seems 
that changes are on the 
horizon for all.

Subscribe today!
432.837.3334

www.alpineavalanche.com

TXDOT • FROM 1

Texas Transportation 
Commissioner Alvin 
New said, “People who 
walk and bike make up 
about one out of every 
five deaths on Texas 
roadways. These projects 
will help the state move 
closer toward their goal 
of zero deaths by giving 
Texans a place to walk 
and bike that is separate 
from vehicle traffi  c.”

 Closer to home there 
are projects for Presidio 
County and the City of 
Alpine. These projects 
were selected after a 

competitive call for proj-
ects that came out from 
cities and counties across 
the state.

The Presidio County 
project is slated to con-
struct ADA-accessible 
sidewalks along FM1112 
from Highland Street to 
Dean Street, a 12-foot-
wide bicycle/pedestrian 
bridge over Alamito 
Creek, and a shared-use 
path. This project will 
also add ADA ramps, 
curbs, signage, and pave-
ment markings. They 
were awarded $1,334,320 

for the preliminary engi-
neering and construction 
of the project.

The City of Alpine was 
awarded $191,360 to eval-
uate traffi  c data, non-mo-
torized locations, connec-
tivity challenges, roadway 
conditions, and other fac-
tors to develop recommen-
dations for short-term and 
long-term improvements 
to the bicycle and pedes-
trian network. This evalu-
ation, entitled the Alpine 
Mobility Plan, will aff ord 
the citizens of Alpine input 
as well as engagement op-

portunities. 
Alpine City Manager 

Megan Antrim said, “We 
are grateful for the op-
portunity TxDOT has 
provided the city. We 
look forward to address-
ing the growing need for 
safety, mobility, and con-
nectivity within our city.”  
Two key players in solic-
iting this grant money for 
the City of Alpine were 
grant writer Marci Tuck 
and Ward 3 Councilor 
Darin Nance. There is 
no word yet as to when 
these projects will begin.

The Fort Davis Indians defeated Sierra Blanca in bi-district play to clinch the bi-district title and move 
on to area competition.

Courtesy photo

Indians win bi-district

www.bigbend.com
www.marfainsurance.com
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX Janis died of a

      heroin over____

  5  Quanah’s ____

      code is 254

  6  it can be removed

      with brush or roller

  7  gazillions

  8  this MacGraw

      starred with TX Kris

      Kristofferson in

      1978 fi lm “Convoy”

  9  TXism: “you’re

      dancing __  _  ____

      fi eld” (in danger)

16  ____ an email

18  TXism: “__  ____ 

      ___ couldn’t stir

      ‘em with a stick”

21  hosp. trauma area

22  “____ of” (kinda)

23  fi rst commissioned

      rank of TX Chester

      W. Nimitz (abbr.)

24  to be sure

30  in Hardin County on

      U.S. 69, 96 & 287

34  TXism: “old __ dirt”

35  TXism: “he’s a man

      __  ____ the river

      with” (reliable)

36  Texas “horny ____”

37  red, swollen marks

      caused by fi ghts

39  TXism: “you got the

      tail ______’  ___

      ___” (backwards)

43  this gymnast 

      Comaneci now 

      lives in Oklahoma

44  “it’s ___  ____-fi re

      way to do it”

45   TX Clint Black’s

      “__ Tell Ourselves”

  1  “Big D”

  2  the Altamira ______

      is seen in the Valley

  3  Nacogdoches 

      newspaper: “The

      Daily ________”

  4  TXism: “____ high

      on the hog” (rich)

  9  TX Kenny sang “All

      I Ever Need __ You”

10  “Cadillac Ranch”

      has 10 cars buried

      this way (2 wds.)

11  TX Vikki Carr album:

      “Cosas del ____”  

12  in McLennan County

      on highway 164

46  Davy Crockett’s home

      state (abbr.)

47  teeter-_______ 

      (seasaws)

49  lunatic (2 wds.)

52  Sinatra of 1963 fi lm

      “4 for Texas” (init.)

53  making the superlative

      of an adjective

54 “it was the _____ I

      could do”

55  pungent cleaning fl uid

58  “blows his

      own horn”

59  glide across

      a Texas lake

60  founder of Port

      Arthur, Stilwell (init.)

61  welcome rug
13  TX Henley co-wrote

      “New Kid __  ____”

14  Yankees city (abbr.)

15  TXism: “red ___”

      (liquor)

17  TXism: “if I had my

      _______” (choice)

19  TXism: “dancing

      like a bobber __  _ 

      ____”

20  WWII aircraft carrier:

      “___  ___ Jacinto”

24  TX George Strait

      hit: “I’ve Come to

      Expect __ from You”

25  TXism: “every ___

      and again” (seldom)

26  mild expression

      of anger

27  triple bogey on a

      par 5

28  TX Bill Paxton

      2014 fi lm: “____ 

      __ Tomorrow”

29  believers in God

31  ___, Larry & Curly

32  TX Jimmy Dean

      hit: “Big ___ John”

33  “____  __  _ pin”

38  “fender bender”

      result (2 wds.)

40  a Texas pecan, e.g.

41  pecan is the state

      ____ of Texas

42  one who fi nds oil

48  TXism: “take a

      _____ at it” (try)

50  Hamiltons

51  martial arts weapon

56  nickname for TX

      Rayburn, longest

      Speaker of the 

      House (2 wds.)

57  TXism: “can’t ____

      _ silk purse out of

      a sow’s ear”
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Sale ends 11/30/23

Dear Neil: I was on a na-

ture hike in North Texas a 

week ago and came across 

this pretty, but really odd-

looking little tree. What is 

it, and would it ever work 

in a home landscape?

It has several names. Bo-
tanically it’s Zanthoxylum 
clava-herculis. Most of us 
call it Hercules club, but I’ve 
also heard it referred to as 
“tingle-tongue” and “tooth-
ache tree” because of the re-
action it has with our mouths 
when chewed. Its leaves, as 
you saw, are lustrous and at-
tractive, but because of the 
spines, it probably won’t 
make anyone’s top list of 
best small trees for landscap-
ing. However, it’s certainly 
a conversation starter. And 
“conservation starter.” The 
birds love its fruit.

Dear Neil: Have you en-

countered nurseries sell-

ing lacebark elms as cedar 

elms? The two are distinct-

ly diff erent. I’ve seen this 

happening twice in recent 

weeks. When I point it out, 

they just shrug their shoul-

ders and move on. What 

can be done to protect con-

sumers? Aren’t cedar elms 

the superior trees?

We all need to learn the 

subtle differences between 

the two species. Yes, I agree 

that cedar elms are better 

landscaping investments. 

They’re not bothered by 

cotton root rot, the fatal soil-

borne fungus, whereas lace-

bark elms are. And the same 

with Dutch elm disease, 

should it become a major 

threat across Texas. Lace-

barks have trouble holding 

their plumb habit, often de-

veloping severe leans out of 

vertical. 

As far as identifying the 

two, lacebark elms (Ulmus 

parvifolia) have more slen-

der leaves, and if the trees are 
large enough to be displaying 
bark, they have the unusual 
coloring of the trunks that 
give the plant its name. Ce-
dar elms have “twiggier” 
growth and more oval leaves 
that are distinctly more hir-
sute on their top surfaces. 
Their trunks have none of the 
lacy patterns as the bark ex-
foliates. You asked if I have 
observed this mix-up, and I 
have not. I deal with veteran 
nursery people who are very 
critical of the merchandise 
they buy. It sounds 
like someone either 
bought without ac-
tually visiting the 
wholesale nursery 
to pick and choose, 
or they didn’t know 
the diff erence them-
selves.

Dear Neil: My 

tree has these 

brown spots on its 

leaves. Even the 

green leaves have 

spots. What is 

happening? What 

should I do?

This might have 
been a fungal leaf 
spot from a month 

or two ago, but frankly, it 
is of no concern. As you 
can tell, all these leaves are 
dropping now for the winter. 
The only thing you might do 
would be to pick them up and 
put them into the compost 
pile to get them away from 
this plant. There is absolutely 
no reason to spray anything 
this late in the season. They 
might serve as a source of 
inoculation for next year, but 
on a scale of threats to your 
tree, they barely move the 
needle off  “Zero.”

Dear Neil: I’m seeing 

yellow and brown areas in 

my St. Augustine. It has 

looked good all summer 

and so far, this fall, but now 

the discoloration. I applied 

insecticide for chinchbugs 

and seem to have avoided 

them. What might this be?

I’m going to guess, due 

to recent moisture and tem-

peratures dropping, that it’s 

brown patch (now also be-

ing called “large patch”). 

It’s a fall disease. It appears 

once temperatures drop into 

the 50s and 60s. Blades will 

turn yellow, then brown just a 

few days later. They will pull 

loose easily from the runners, 

and you’ll be able to see the 

active decay at the bases of 

the blades. Azoxystrobin 

fungicide will control brown 

patch. Water only in the early 

morning, so the grass won’t 

stay wet overnight.

Have a question you’d like 

Neil to consider? E-mail him 

at mailbag@sperrygardens.

com. Neil regrets that he 

cannot reply to questions in-

dividually.

Odd-looking tree not recommended for landscaping

October 21, 

1938

The President 

hosted the mem-

bers of the new 

Civil Aeronautic 

Authority at the 

White House 

for a quick visit. 

They are con-

sidered the new 

leader in gov-

ernment avia-

tion and called 

on the President 

to pay their re-

spects.

October 10, 1947

Ned Fritz, the 

chairman of the 

youth welfare 

committee, shows 

Boy Scouts how to 

tie a knot. The boy 

scout troop is seen 

here at the Texas 

Scottish Rite Hos-

pital in Dallas, as 

every member is a 

patient at the hos-

pital. Every scout 

takes their scout-

ing seriously de-

spite their illness. 

October 

13, 1950

The West-

m i n s t e r 

choir will 

be treat-

ing the 

local area 

to their 

talent on 

N o v e m -

ber 10 

thanks to 

the sup-

port of the 

Marfa Li-

ons Club.

 October 15, 1948

An active mem-

ber of the FFA 

and many school 

sports, Otis 

French Jr. re-

ceived the Eagle 

rank in scouting 

at the Merit Badge 

show in EL Paso. 

He started scout-

ing in 1944 and 

has attended many 

camps in his 16 

years and is a se-

nior at the Alpine 

High School.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG
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The 2023 UIL Texas 
volleyball state champion-
ship race is underway, and 
the Alpine Lady Bucks 
have entered the foray 
by winning the bi-dis-
trict competition against 
Merkel.

Last week the Alpine 
team won the district 
championship with their 
game against Presidio. 
The Lady Bucks won 
each set of the game, end-
ing with a score of 3-0 
with 25-9 in set one, 25-
26 in two, and 25-13 in set 
three.

Head volleyball coach 
Adrian Smith said, “Win-
ning the District Champi-
onship for the entire Lady 

Buck Volleyball Pro-
gram is an amazing goal 
achievement for which we 
are all extremely proud.”

The Bucks hit hard in 
their attacks in this game, 
with a total of 38. Senior 
Adayna Garcia accom-
plished 12 kills alone, 
followed by eight from 
junior Hope Dominguez, 
seven from senior Pey-
ton Kinkade and Novah 
Carrasco, and four from 
senior Hannah Juett.

The team also had sev-
eral serving aces with 
junior Jaycee Portillo, 
and seniors Mia Morris 
and Paula Vargas work-
ing together for fi ve aces 
throughout the game.
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STAFF REPORT

Alpine Avalanche

Sports Schedule
FIGHTIN’ BUCKS FOOTBALL 

NOV. 2 Crane @ Alpine  
JV 6 p.m.
NOV. 3 Alpine vs Crane  
Varsity 7:30 p.m.
  
LADY BUCKS VOLLEYBALL    
TBA                     

LADYBUCKS BASKETBALL

NOV. 7 Pecos @ Alpine  
JV 4:30 p.m.
 Varsity 6 p.m. 
NOV. 9 AND 11 Fort Stockton JV 
Tourney TBA
NOV. 11 Monahans @ Alpine 
 JV 11 a.m.
Varsity 12:30 p.m.                                                        
  
ALPINE CROSS COUNTRY 

NOV. 3 State Championship 
 @ Round Rock
Old Settlers Park

*District Game
**Bi-District

Proud Proud 
Alpine Alpine 
Bucks Bucks 

Sponsors:Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

See LADY BUCKS • 9

The Lady Bucks are bi-district champs

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

Congratulations

to the Alpine XC Athletes

 headed to STATE!

The Lady Bucks Volleyball team was named district champs last week after 
their game against Presidio. This week, they also won bi-district in their game 
with Merkel.

Courtesy photo

Lady Lobos basketball prepares 

for fi nal year in the ASC

The Sul Ross Lady 
Lobos basketball team, 
like all of the other ath-
letic teams at Sul Ross, 
is facing their fi nal sea-
son of Division Three 
play in the American 
Southwest Conference. 
This season the Lady 
Lobos have eight re-
turning players from 
last season who helped 
to set the women’s bas-
ketball program with 

their best winning re-
cord during Sul Ross’ 
NCAA era.

The Lady Lobos are 
led by head coach E.J. 
Lee Smith, and Smith 
told the Avalanche that 
this season’s team has 
three new transfers and 
fi ve freshmen that she 
and her coaching staff  
have brought to the 
team.

“We have several 
challenging teams to 
play against during this 
fi nal year in the ASC. 

We’re looking forward 
to playing UT-Dallas, 
who we beat for the 
first time in program 
history last season, and 
also lost to them in the 
conference tournament 
by four points. East 
Texas Baptist, Univer-
sity of Mary Hardin-
Baylor, and of course 
the nationally ranked 
Hardin-Simmons Uni-
versity will be chal-

Sul Ross fi nishes 

strong at Texas Tech

The Sul Ross State 
University Rodeo Team 
wrapped up its fall 
season at Texas Tech 
in Lubbock this past 
weekend. Colten Leech 
would shine in the steer 
wrestling event and take 
home the first-place 
spot with a time of 4.4 
seconds in the short-go 
to win the average. Not 
to be outdone, Chisum 
Allen also earned a win 
in the tie-down roping 
with a 9.4-second run 
in the long-go followed 

up by a 9.6-second run 
in the short-go. Cole 
Hollen would add to 
the team’s success with 
a second-place finish 
in the bareback riding 
with a 78-point ride in 
the short-go and Tanner 
Skene placed ninth in 
the bull riding. 

Several of these cow-
boys would end up plac-
ing in rodeos earlier in 
the season.

The second week of 
September saw the SR 
guys and gals travel to 

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

2023 Sul Ross Lady Lobos Basketball

Courtesy photo

See LADY LOBOS • 9 See RODEO • 11

Wyatt Fields, a Sul Ross State University rodeo 
team member, recently won the United Profes-
sional Rodeo Association’s 2023 steer wrestling 
championship. 

 Courtesy photo

402 W Holland Ave, Alpine, TX 79830

877-445-9550|www.transpecosbanks.com

Honoring all who serveHonoring all who serve

VeteransVeterans
                 D     Dayay

In observance of Veteran's Day, we will be closed November 10th.

Sul Ross Rodeo brings home the bling

www.transpecosbanks.com
www.webbartgallery.com


 

The Fightin’ Buck’s 

Thursday game against Tor-

nillo came to a sudden end 

last week when in the fi rst 

quarter, team members from 

both sides had to be pulled 

out of a fight and off the 

fi eld. 

Head football coach 

and athletic director Andy 

Smith said after the game, 

“It was an unfortunate inci-

dent, something that we are 

addressing internally with 

discipline.” 

After the Buck’s last 

score, made by Moses Rig-

gens from a 45-yard pass 

from Devon Rojo, and a 

kick from Walter Urbanc-

zyk, Alpine was up 43-0 

over Tornillo. With about 

16 seconds left in the fi rst 

quarter, Alpine was on de-

fense, had just scored, and 

kicked off  to Tornillo. Tor-

nillo made a fi rst down play 

and had some defenders 

shoot through the backfi eld.  

One of the Alpine athletes 

picked up one of the oppos-

ing team’s players during 

the play and dropped him 

after the whistle had blown. 

It was fl agged as a personal 

foul, and it occurred after 

the whistle and would have 

resulted in a 15-yard pen-

alty. 

When the Alpine player 

turned and started to walk 

away, the running back who 

had been dropped and two 

other players from Tornillo 

came forward to shove and 

tackle him, and the situation 

continued to escalate for a 

few minutes with two other 

Alpine players who also ran 

onto the fi eld. 

According to Smith none 

of the players were badly 

injured. “Our coaches did 

a great job of trying to face 

our kids and hold them 

back, but a couple made 

it through. And those two 

were really just trying to 

help, they weren’t fi ghting 

themselves,” said Smith. 

At the top of the game 

Tornillo had shown up with 

13 players, that number was 

down to nine due to one 

player quitting mid-game, 

one injury, and two ejec-

tions. 

After the fi rst-quarter in-

cident, the game officials 

had to decide what their 

options were. “We had fi ve 

players ejected as well, they 

had two,” said Smith. 

They had to consider the 

forfeit option even though 

they had already started the 

game, which would have 

resulted in Alpine getting 

“maximum points” accord-

ing to Smith. This means 

that the score would have 

been approximately 15-0. 

However, because Alpine 

had 43 points on the board, 

and many of those points 

were made by players and 

seniors who had just made 

their fi rst touchdown, they 

didn’t want to remove that 

record from the books. 

“We mutually agreed to 

put time on the clock and let 

the rest of the fi rst quarter 

run off  and then let the last 

three quarters run off , and 

then the game was over,” 

Smith said. 

According to Smith, they 

addressed it with the team 

and talked about it with 

them. There will be extra 

running and for the five 

players who were ejected, 

they will be sitting out for 

the first half of the next 

game per UIL rules. 

Anyone who wasn’t in 

play and stepped onto the 

fi eld while the fi ght was es-

calating was unfortunately 

automatically ejected. 

“It’s something that we’ll 

work through moving for-

ward,” Smith said. 

During the game, Pat-

rick Contreras made a six-

yard touchdown and Walt 

Urbanczyk received a pass 

from Daedrick Hardwick 

for a two-point conversion, 

gaining the fi rst eight points 

for the Bucks. 

Hardwick then received a 

60-yard pass from Iden Lu-

jan for a touchdown bump-

ing them up to 14 points. 

Robert Vasquez made a 

seven-yard touchdown fol-

lowed by another Hardwick 

pass to Urbanczyk for the 

two-point conversion, mak-

ing the score 22-0. 

Then, Logan Smith com-

pleted a 12-yard touchdown 

after an interception return and 

Smith’s run for a two-point 

conversion, the score was 36-

0. 

The fi nal point was the 

45-yard pass from Rojo to 

Riggens for a touchdown 

with a kick from Urbanc-

zyk, resulting in the fi nal 

score of 43-0. 

Next up for the Fightin’ 

Bucks, they will be facing 

Crane in a big district away 

game that’s an opportunity 

to be co-district champions 
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The Alpine Fightin’ Bucks run onto the fi eld during a recent game on senior 
night. 

Photo by Virginia Acosta. 

Last home game concludes with heated end
On defense, the Lady 

Bucks had 66 total digs, 
with 31 from Portillo, 
and the rest from players 
Carrasco, Morris, Domin-
guez, Garcia, Vargas, and 
Kinkade. Garcia also 
had four solo blocks and 
Juette had three. The team 
had 35 receptions from 
Dominguez, Portillo, 
Carrasco, and Morris and 
35 assists from Vargas.

With this district win 
the Alpine team moved 
forward to the bi-district 
competition with a game 
against Merkel where the 
Lady Bucks prevailed 
with a win 3-0 in a neu-
tral game location hosted 
by \Odessa Permian High 
School. Alpine won the 
three sets with scores of 
25-14, 25-13, and 25-20. 
The Lady Bucks once 
again shone in both their 
defense and offense in 
this game with 38 kills, 68 
digs, and 43 receptions.

Carrasco led in kills 
with 10, followed up with 
additional points gained 
by Garcia, Kinkade, Juett, 
Dominguez, and Vargas. 
Garcia had six aces, Var-
gas had four, and Domin-
guez and Carrasco each 
had one. Juett covered 

the team with five total 

solo blocks as Vargas did 

with 33 total assists.

The team had 68 digs 

with every player suc-

ceeding in at least one. 

Portillo led with 22, 

followed by 13 from 

Dominguez and 11 from 

Morris and Carrasco. 

Portillo had 17 recep-

tions for this game in the 

three sets she played and 

Dominguez and Carrasco 

each had nine. The rest 

of the 43 receptions were 

from Morris.

Next, the Alpine team 

will be competing in 

the area competition 

later this week, going up 

against Denver City who 

won their bi-district game 

against Tornillo 3-0.

“Preparing for Post-

Season play has been 

the driving force for our 

program goals. We are 

excited about our victory 

in the fi rst-round appear-

ance and look forward to 

the opportunities to con-

tinue to attain our goals 

for the playoff s as a pro-

gram,” Smith said.

If Alpine prevails in 

the area competition, 

they will move on to re-

gional qualifi ers, sched-

uled for November 6-7.
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lenging and tough op-
ponents also. These 
teams are all bringing 
back a large major-
ity of their main play-
ers from last season,” 
Smith said.

The Avalanche also 
spoke to three of the 
Lady Lobos seasoned 
players about what 
they expect from this 
season as well as how 
they approach the 
game along with their 
academics.  Senior 
Marley Rokas, this 
season’s team captain, 
as well as an All-Con-
ference First Team Se-
lection from last year, 
said, “In order to be 
successful both on and 
off  the court you have 
to give 100% effort. 
You can’t do the bare 
minimum and expect 
to have a winning sea-
son, and if you give 
the bare minimum in 
academics, then that 
attitude will transfer 
over to the court, and 
it won’t work.”  Senior 
Camryn Medina also 
replied, “You have to 
fi nd a balance between 
both your academics 
and the sport where 
you can not only fo-
cus on your academics 
when it’s time for that 
but also to find your 
focus on the court.”

Several of last sea-
son’s players are ex-

pected to impact the 
team again this year. 
Smith sees her sopho-
more Victoria Aguayo 
continuing to improve 
after great performanc-
es last season. She also 
expects great things 
from graduate student 
Kayley Diaz on of-
fense as well as Emily 
Bunger.

“The ASC Freshman 
of the Year, Melody 
Martinez was a huge 
part of our success last 
year, but she is cur-
rently recovering from 
ACL surgery, so I hope 
she can get back into 
the mix. Our transfers 
and freshmen are all 
doing a great job and 
working hard, and I 
believe we will have a 
good, solid team once 
we all gel together,” 
Smith replied.

Caitlyn Conley from 
Coahoma played for 
the Lady Lobos dur-
ing her freshman and 
sophomore years and 
then left. She’s back 
this season and is 
ready to show how 
she’s improved out 
on the court. “I want 
to show not only how 
much I’ve grown and 
improved to the coach-
es and the fans, but to 
myself and our com-
petitors,” Conley said.

While Smith believes 
UT-Dallas to be one of 
their biggest challeng-
ers, Rokas, Medina, 

and Conley believe that 
the University of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor will be 
the team to beat. “Our 
coach two years ago is 
now at UMHB, along 
with a couple of our 
former team-mates, 
so we want to go out 
and show them not 
only how much we’ve 
improved and grown, 
but that we have what 
it takes to defeat them. 
This team, in our 
minds, is our biggest 
challenge this season,” 
they all agreed.

All three of these la-
dies, once they came 
to Sul Ross, stayed and 
played for the same 
reason. “The people 
here, the friendships, 
and the team itself have 
become my family. I 
see these ladies more 
than I see my own 
family, and our friend-
ship, loyalty, and team-
work are what makes 
us all successful and 
made us choose Sul 
Ross,” Conley said. “I 
felt instantly at home 
here at Sul Ross, and 
I felt that God called 
me to Alpine and to 
this school,” Medina 
added.

Besides expecting 
great things on the 
court, Smith also ex-
pects her ladies to give 
back to the communi-
ty. “Some of our play-
ers read to the Montes-
sori students and will 

also read to students 

at Alpine Elemen-

tary. These pla-yers 

are part of a sister-

hood and I want them 

to understand how 

special these years 

are because of that,” 

Smith added. Smith 

says that overall, she 

wants her players to 

be kind, hard-work-

ing people who fin-

ish their degrees and 

continue to improve 

on the court.

The Lady Lobos hit 

the court in their fi rst 

game on November 

10, on the road against 

Whitworth University 

followed by Whitman 

College on Novem-

ber 11 in Walla Walla, 

Washington. Their fi rst 

home game is sched-

uled for 1 p.m. against 

Western New Mexico 

University at the Gal-

lego Center on No-

vember 15.

ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

Dona Ward Blevins

dblevins@farmersagent.com

farmersagent.com/dblevins

2100 W Hwy 90, Ste B
Alpine, Tx 79830

WE'VE GOT 
YOU COVERED!
• Home      • Auto      • Commercial      • Life

Call 432-837-2225 today!

NOTICE TO OFFERORS
Marathon ISD

Marathon Independent School District is soliciting 
competitive sealed proposals for the Fencing Renovations 
project. For proposal information please contact Richard 
Schwope, 432-362-6565/richards@jsarch.com or documents 
may be downloaded from JSA Architects, Inc. website at www.
jsarch.com. Proposals are to be submitted to JSA Architects, 
Inc., located at 415 N. Jackson Ave., Odessa, Texas, before 
3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 14, 2023. MISD does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age and disability in employment or the provision 
of services.

�e successful proposer(s) will be required to enter into 
a general contract with Marathon Independent School 
District.

Faxed proposals from proposers will not be accepted.

God    God    
Bless Bless 

AmericaAmerica

www.farmersagent.com/dblevins
www.laposadamilagro.net
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.mmoftexas.com
www.jsarch.com


 

MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

FOR RENT/LEASE 

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Mobile homes 
and spaces. Close 
to Sul Ross Uni-
versity. Frontier 
Mobile Home 
Village. 1102 N. 
9th St. trailer #35 
Alpine. Call 432-
837-2736 

VECHICLES FOR 
SALE

For sale: 2016 
Ram 1500 4WD 
Diesel. Low mile-
age, 1 owner, 
well maintained, 
records available. 
Warranty, tow 
package, camper, 
good MPG, white, 
Michelin tires. 
$22,500. Alpine. 
Text: 903-423-
7190 

FOR RENT/LEASE 

Small house for 
rent. 432-386-
0363 

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539 

407 E. Lock-
hart Apt#3, 1 
BR/1Bath, Rent 
$725.00 /mo + 
Deposit, 432-249-
0293 

407 E. Lockhart 
Apt#4, 1 Rent 
$595.00/mo + 
deposit, 432-249-
0293 

208 Dolores 
Mountain Trail 
- Ft Davis, 4 BR 
/ 2 Baths, rent 
$1600.00/mo + 
Deposit, 432-249-
0293 

Apartment for 
rent: 1 bed, 1 
bath rental. $600/
month plus 
deposit. Call 432-
249-0569 

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fi ll night audit. 
Excellent pay and 
benefi ts. Please 
apply in person 
at 2607 West 
Highway 90. 

Holiday Inn 
Express is seek-
ing dedicated 
employees to 
fi ll front desk, 
night audit, and 
housekeeping 
positions. Please 
apply in person 
at 2004 East 
Highway 90. 

WANT TO BUY

I buy cast iron 
skillets please 
text or call 512-
963-7533 

Want to buy old 
Colt pistols and 
old Winchester 
Lever Action 
rifl es. Daytime 
phone #: 432-
294-2094. Nights/
weekends: 432-
364-2234 

PUPPIES

 Free Puppies – 5 
months old, 1 fe-
male, 3 males, all 
shots. 4 Catahou-
la/Black Mouth 
Cur working 
cattle dogs. Call 
512-376-1865, 
Marfa.
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ALPINE INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Alpine ISD is accepting applications for a 

full-time custodian. Individual will provide 

general cleaning and maintenance in all 

areas of the assigned campus. Must have 

own transportation.

District application may be picked up at 

704 W. Sul Ross Avenue or may be 

accessed on-line at www.alpine.esc18.net  

under District/Employment. Return 

completed application to:

Chayo Gonzales, Maintenance Dept.

Alpine ISD

704 W. Sul Ross

Alpine, Texas 79830

Alpine ISD is an E.O.E. – questions 

concerning application procedure should be 

directed to (432) 837-7700. Applications will 

Brewster County Road & Bridge 

Job Opening

The Brewster County Road & Bridge Department 

Department. The Brewster County Road & Bridge 

and abide by the Brewster County Employee 
Handbook. The duties include but are not limited 

Applicants must have a CDL / Heavy Machinery 

a 90-day probationary period and must be able 
to pass a background check and a drug test.  
Applicants must also demonstrate good people 

the package.  

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• FULL-TIME BOOKKEEPER

 with experience

• ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

• MEDICAL BILLER

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

• PART TIME - MAINTENANCE WORKER,

 PCHS locations

• HOUSEKEEPER- PART TIME

• FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST- Alpine

Now Hiring
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Shipping/Receiving Clerk with NEW PAY RATE 
OF $15.00 per hour to start. Opportunity to earn 
$16.00/per hour upon competent comple� on 
of training. Fast Track to Management

Responsibili� es include loading and 
unloading, forkli�  opera� on, prepara� on 
of shipping documents, verify deliveries, 
maintain warehouse and other general 
du� es.  Requirements: Must be willing to work 
fl exible hours including evenings, weekends 
and holidays, ability to work independently, 
verbal and wri� en communica� on skills, 
working knowledge of computers and forkli�  
experience preferred.  Opportunity to move 
to Supervisor level and pay within the fi rst 6 
months of employment.  Must be able to pass 
a pre-employment drug screen. 

Interested candidates should email or fax 
resume to (432)729-3071 Ext. 607 or texashr@
villagefarms.com, applica� ons are also 
available at Village Farms Security Sta� ons 3 
Miles N. Hwy 17 Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 
17 FT. Davis, TX.  

PART-TIME
Everyone’s looking for 

something.

Find what you need 

every week in the Alpine 

Avalanche Classifieds.

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

On Tuesday, Brewster County 

Judge Eleazar Cano ordered all 

individuals living in the county 

to stay at home in their place of 

residence, prohibited all pub-

lic or private gatherings of any 

size, shut down all but essential 

businesses, and banned all travel 

except for essential activities.

In addition, he imposed a coun-

ty-wide curfew that ordered mem-

bers of the public to remain at their 

residences between 10 p.m.-5 a.m.

Cano’s supplemental order was 

effective at 11:59 p.m. on March 

31, and will continue until 11:59 

p.m. on April 7. The 

order can be seen in 

its entirety at the 

Alpine Avalanche 

Facebook page or 

alpineavalanche.

com.

As of press time, 

no cases of the coro-

navirus had yet been 

identi� ed in the Tri-County area.

Then at an emergency meeting 

Wednesday, the court designated 

Alpine pediatrician Dr. Ekta Es-

covar as the Brewster County lo-

cal health authority as it pertains 

to COVID-19 subject matter, 

and Cano said her duties could 

possibly expand in the future. 

Commissioner, Pct. 1, Betse 

Esparza pointed out that the 

county and the commissioners 

had already been named in a 

lawsuit and that Escovar could 

be a part of legal action in the 

future. Escovar con� rmed that 

she was aware.

Big Bend Regional Medi-

cal Center CEO Rick Flores 

clari� ed that Escovar would be 

functioning with the county as 

an independent medical provider 

and not as a representative of the 

Medical Center.

Also on Tuesday, Governor 

Greg Abbott told Texans to stay 

at home except for essential 

services and activities, and an-

nounced that schools would re-

main closed until at least May 4.

Abbott’s order goes into ef-

fect at 12:01 tonight and lasts 

until April 30, aligning it with 

the new end date for social-dis-

tancing guidelines announced 

by President Donald Trump on 

Monday.

The order supersedes the one 

Abbott issued March 19 limiting 

social gatherings to 10 people. 

The new order narrows that sig-

nificantly, and asks Texans to 

minimize social gatherings and 

in-person contact with people who 

are not in the same household.

INSIDE

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

Vol. 129 • No. 14 

Thursday, April 2, 2020  •  $1

BY ROXANNE HILL

Staff  Writer

BY GAIL DIANE YOVANOVICH

Managing Editor

See ONLINE • 6

See SHUTDOWN • 6

Alpine Middle School 

� fth grade math teacher 

Amanda Bolaños holds 

a sign showing love and 

encouragement to her 

students in the face of 

the school closures due 

to the coronavirus.

Technology and learn-

ing go hand in hand, and 

Alpine ISD is at the fore-

front, making sure stu-

dents are still fulfilling 

their educational respon-

sibilities, despite the state-

wide school shutdown due 

to COVID-19 concerns. 

Alpine High School 

Principal Justin Gonza-

les said 60% of the high 

school students were using 

a program called Edgenu-

ity, a leading provider of 

online learning for kinder-

garten through 12th grade. 

AISD uses online 

instruction for 

at-home learning 
Cano shuts down county

Lunch from the lunch ladies

Orders shelter-in-place, curfew

Eleazar 

Cano

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION

MAILED TO YOUR DOOR
$42



is accepting applications for 

Customer Service 
Representative and 

Gift Shop Sales 
Associate

Day and evening shifts, 

weekday and weekends. 

Competitive compensation. 

Applications available at the front desk
or by emailing 

manager@hotelpaisano.com

www.villagefarms.com
www.wtnb.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.brewstercountytx.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org


 

Portales to com-

pete at the Eastern 

New Mexico Uni-

versity Rodeo. Gar-

rett Blackwell would 

place fourth with a 

70-point ride in the 

bareback riding and 

Allen placed sev-

enth in the tie-down 

roping. In the steer 

wrestling, Cameron 

Haumea placed sev-

enth to fi nish out the 

standings for Sul 

Ross.

September 21-23 

would have the Bar-

SR-Bar cowboys and 

cowgirls competing 

on their home turf. 

Hollen would take 

sixth place at home 

in the bareback riding 

with a short-go score 

of 77. Carsen Norris, 

the lone female who 

placed, would bring 

in a seventh-place 

finish in the break-

away roping with a 

2-second run in the 

long go followed by 

a 12.1 in the short 

go and Leech would 

place seventh in the 

steer wrestling.

The fi rst weekend 

in October would 

see the team headed 

to Vernon College, 

where Blackwell 

would once again 

bring in a fourth-

place finish in the 

bareback riding fol-

lowed by Cole Hol-

len with a seventh-

place fi nish. Haumea 

would be back on the 

board with a 10th-

place finish in the 

steer wrestling, and 

Brandon Lansford 

would place fifth 

in saddle bronc fol-

lowed by a fourth-

place fi nish by Skee-

ne in the bull riding.

Allen would also 

place at the Frank 

Phillips College ro-

deo the weekend 

of October 12-14 

where he came in 

fourth overall in the 

tie-down roping, 

and Michael Gavin 

would place eighth 

in the bull riding. 

The team will kick 

off  their spring rodeo 

season February 24-

26 at Odessa College.
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BBT IS HIRING!  
For consideration, please 

apply on-line at:   

 BBT website or via

https://www.indeed.com/

cmp/Big-Bend-Telephone

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.

432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas • 646-509-5072

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South � Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 � Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call

432-837-3334

DOWNLOAD OUR 

MOBILE APP

When you don’t know what to do

Whether we are going through the loss of a 
loved one, the joy of welcoming a newborn, 
or the confusion we feel when faced with in-
justice, we all have moments in our lives when 
we have no idea where to go. There are those 
moments that completely stump us and leave 
us like a deer in headlights, frozen in place.

This can be an especially frustrating time 
if you are anything like me, and like always 
to have a plan. When the things we can never 
plan for confront us, what do we do? I think 
it’s important to consider some things we 
shouldn’t do prior to what we can do.

First, we must not fall into “denial” or 
makeup answers that don’t address the issue at 
hand. An example we can see in the scriptures 
is when Israel is facing captivity in the book 
of Jeremiah. This captivity is a direct conse-
quence of their disobedience. God had ex-
plicitly warned them of this and now the time 
had come. But Jeremiah 23 tells us many false 
prophets were telling the Israelites that this 
would certainly not happen. These prophets 
were making up answers for what they were 
going through, instead of asking God what 
needed to be said and done at this time. 

Secondly, we must not act out of frustration. 
We see an example of this with the apostle Pe-
ter. Peter had a very strong character and was 

very zealous. We see this zeal in full display 
in Matthew 16 when he promises to Jesus 
that he will not allow him to be killed. Jesus’ 
strong response was the famous “Get behind 
me Satan,” but the reasoning behind this is 
sometimes not equally as emphasized. Jesus 
says, “You do not have in mind the concerns 
of God.” Peter was being reactive, not taking 
into consideration what God’s will was in this 
moment. 

What we must do in these moments is slow 
down and take our time to pray and think. 
These moments are a perfect opportunity to 
dedicate special time and attention to hearing 
from God. After Jesus ascended in Acts 1, the 
apostles were instructed to wait. I am sure this 
was so frustrating to them, knowing the glori-
ous news that Jesus had resurrected. But it was 
of the utmost importance that they waited to be 
fi lled with power from the Holy Spirit. 

We must also remember we are not going 
through this alone and learn to lean on one 
another. Galatians 6 instructs us to bear one 
another’s burdens. We must encourage one 
another, remembering we are not alone in this. 
Lastly, the best thing we can do is look to what 
God has spoken to us in the past and His word 
concerning this. Many times, the answer is 
right in front of us. As the apostles looked up 
to heaven in Acts 1, the angel reminded them 
of what they had already heard.

BY ANDREW POSADAS

Fuente de Vida

In what activities 
did you participate 
in high school?
I participated in softball.

Who was your 
favorite teacher/
coach, and why?
Mr. Miranda because he 
always pushed me to do 
my best in the class and 
on the fi eld. He always 
made sure I was doing 
well. He constantly 
had jokes and knew 
how to put a smile on 
everyone’s faces.

What was your 

favorite moment 

the last four years?

Being able to keep 

friendships from 

elementary school and 

graduate with them.

What are you plans 

after high school?

After high school, I plan 

to go to cosmetology 

school.

SE
NIO

R

Spot
ligh

t

Dionica Fristoe

Sponsored bySSS ddd bbb

111 N. 2nd St � Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

RODEO • FROM 8

https://www.indeed.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating 

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 727772755

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

DRUG STORE

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

BOUNCE HOUSE/PARTY

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

BANKING

(432) 837-0094(432) 837-0094
102 W. Avenue E • Alpine, TX 79830

109 W. Hwy. 90 • Marathon, TX • (432) 386-4500

115 W. 3rd • Pecos, TX 79772 • (432) 445-9000

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435 |  877.493.7862 | WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

DESIGNER HOMES

432-284-1184

432-284-9003

Making Your Dream
Making Your Dream

Home Come True
Home Come True

GLASS & MIRROR SERVICES

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

���������	��
��
AVP/Escrow Officer

600 W. Dickinson Blvd. | Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-3301

pmcknight@pbabstract.com

Monica Ramirez
Senior Administrator and

Funeral Director Provisional

301 N. Main Street
Fort Stockton,TX 79735

432-336-3939
heritagefuneralhomeofthebigbend.com

Alma Rodriguez
Funeral Assistant

R&K JUMPING BALLOONS
PARTY SUPPLIES

WE OFFER:
Party Packages

Tables w/chairs

Hot Dogs Machine

Popcorn Machine

Snow cone Machine 

Cotton Candy Machine

Please Contact:
432.299.1100

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
www.heritagefuneralhomeofthebigbend.com
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PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker
cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo
HAIR STYLIST

STORAGE

REAL ESTATE

TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334

432-336-2281

432-336-3314
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

MOVING

TIRE DISPOSAL

Tire Disposal
Legally dispose of scrap tires!
(TCEQ Permitted facility).
Fees: $8/semi tire and $6/auto, pickup, and trailer tires when
delivered to West Odessa, TX
No super singles, agriculture or machinery tires.
Add $4/tire extra for pick-up service in Ft. Stockton. & $6/tire

extra for pick-up service in Marathon & Alpine.

          (50 tire minimum for pick-up service)

Open daily during daylight hours. Cash, cards, checks okay.

Call  Call  432-614-1865432-614-1865    for more information.for more information.

Tire Disposal

4 3 2 - 6 14 -1 8 6 5

Angela Miles,
Realtor

804 N. Main | Fort Stockton
432-290-8038 | akmilesrealtor@yahoo.com

Let my years of experience work for you.

 Residential

 Commercial

 Ranch

 Property Management

�������	
������	�����������

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

SPA

Royal Beauty Studio

Eunice Page
Micropigmentation Artist

eunicebarronp@yahoo.com

237 W. 21st St. Fort Stockton Texas

Business Facebook:
Royal Beauty Studio

432-294-1565

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-2281

REAL ESTATE

Limpia Realty
Serving Alpine, Fort Davis, Marfa, Terlingua and the far west Texas area.

(855) 546-7424
www.LimpiaRealty.com

Limpia
Self Storage

Storage units are available now!

609 E Holland

Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 386-9420

SPAHOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.realty.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.west.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com


 

Now that the days have 
cooled off  its soup season. And 
unlike George Costanza from 
Seinfeld, I don’t have to shift 
into soup mode. I am always in 
soup mode.

 One of the most satisfying 
soups I’ve had the pleasure of 
making as well as eating is a 
spicy tomato bisque. If you were 
to scour the internet there are nu-
merous twists and turns to mak-
ing this soup. Some add a bit of 
this and a bit of that, but they all 
have the most basic ingredients 
of celery, onions, tomatoes, gar-
lic, sugar, salt, pepper, vegetable 
or chicken stock, and heavy 
cream. Most recipes also add 

butter and fl our to create a roux 
that not only thickens the soup 
and makes it smooth and velvety 
but can turn an everyday unin-
spired dish into something ex-
traordinary. The one thing you 
do want to do when making a 
roux is when you add in a stock 
or other liquid it should be hot. 
This allows for a smooth incor-
poration of ingredients.

This soup has been around 
since the 1800s and while to-

mato soup in general originated 
in the Andalucia region of Spain, 
the bisque aspect is French. The 
word bisque refers to soup made 
from broth that is strained from 
crustaceans such as shrimp, lob-
ster, or crab. The French would 
use the shells and crush them 
into a paste that was made to 
thicken the soup. Americans 
take the easy way out and use 
butter and fl our instead.

The diff erence between your 

standard tomato soup and to-
mato bisque is the addition of 
heavy cream. But you don’t 
want to overdo it with the heavy 
cream, or it will detract from the 
taste and feel of the soup. An-
other thing you should use when 
making this soup is fresh herbs. 
Dried will work just fi ne if that is 
all that you have, but fresh basil 
just makes things better. 

If you have the time and de-
sire, you can also blanch, peel, 

and crush your tomatoes, but I 
take the easy way out and buy 
them in a can. I do use roasted 
garlic instead of raw or granu-
lated, and of course, I roast my 
own. It is also better to use a 
stock instead of a broth because 
a stock will infuse more fl avor 
into the soup.

Whichever recipe you 
choose, and however you 
choose to make it, this soup is 
sure to be a family favorite.

Tomato bisque with a kick
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Mon. - Thurs. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

432-336-8700

1108 W. Dickinson Blvd. Ste B
Fort Stockton, Tx. 79735

� Orthodontics

� Composite

� Crowns

� Extractions

� X-rays

Work with

most Insurance

Welcoming
New Patients

WE ACCEPT ADULTS AND KIDS

WHATEVER 
YOU'RE CRAVING, 

WE HAVE YOU 
COVERED!

900 E. Avenue E
Alpine, Texas

C.G. MORRISON CO

95TH ANNIVERSARY

Join our

CELEBRATION!

Saturday
NOVEMBER  4, 2023

8AM TO 7PM

• FREE CAKE

• FREE Popcorn

25%
OFF

all regular priced 
items you can   
fit inside!*

ONE DAY ONLY! SATURDAY NOVEMBER 4, 2023

*See store for details and restrictions. Exludes Power Tools, Guns and Ammunition,
and Weber®. Limit 1 bag per customer per visit.

FIND HUNDREDS OF BRAND NAME PRODUCTS AT TRUEVALUE.COM

Excellent coverage and
long-lasting durability.
Superior washability.
Lifetime warranty.

Excludes EasyCare 365®.
Limit five 1-gallon cans or
one 5-gallon pail per offer.
Consumer responsible for
taxes and fees. Certain
exclusions apply. See store
for details. Do not duplicate.
Offer valid at participating
stores

The CERTIFIED asthma & allergy friendly
TM Mark is a Registered Certification Mark of
ALLERGY STANDARDS LTD. AAFA certification applies
to EasyCare® Platinum and Ultra Premium interior
paint in flat, eggshell, satin sheens and all colorants.

BUY ONE

GET ONE FREE
Instantly on 
each gallon of
EasyCare®
Ultra Premium or
EasyCare®
Platinum Interior
or Exterior Paint*

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Spicy Tomato 

Bisque Soup

Directions:
Melt butter in a 4-quart 
saucepan. Add celery 
and onions.
Cook the celery and on-
ions until almost trans-
lucent.
Add the flour to make 
the roux.
Cook for 5-7 minutes 
over low heat until the 
flour begins to smell 
like bread. Don’t let it 
get dark or burn.
In a separate saucepan, 
heat the stock until just 
simmering.
Add the stock to the 
roux, and whisk to com-
bine, mixing well.
Add the tomatoes and 
the rest of the season-
ings and simmer for 15-
20 minutes.
After the soup has been 
cooked, use an immer-
sion blender to puree 
the soup. You can also 
transfer to a blender or 
food processor. Just be 
careful, it will be hot.
After the soup is blended 
you can strain it to re-
move the bits of celery, 
onion, and tomato or you 
can leave it with a bit 
of texture. This is up to 
your desired tastes.
If you’ve removed the 
soup to a food processor 
or blender, return it to 
the pot, add the heavy 
cream, and mix well.
If it is too thick, you can 
add a bit more stock, a 
little milk, or just plain 
water to thin it.
Taste the soup and re-
season, if necessary, 
then allow the soup to 
simmer some more for 
about 15-20 minutes. 
Garnish with fresh basil 
leaves and parmesan if 
desired. Serve, and en-
joy.

Ingredients:
1 cup small, diced celery
1 cup small, diced onions
¼ lb. (1 stick) unsalted 
butter
½ cup all-purpose flour
4 cloves roasted garlic
4 cups chicken stock
1 tablespoon of sugar
2 teaspoons of kosher 
salt
½ teaspoon black pepper
¼ teaspoon cayenne pep-
per
1 cup heavy cream
2 tablespoons fresh basil, 
chopped and a few whole 
for garnish if desired
¼ cup grated parmesan 
cheese (optional)

www.truevalue.com

