
 

The Alpine City Council held 
a special meeting Tuesday, Sep-
tember 12, after last week’s 
regular meeting was cancelled 
due to lack of quorum. Dur-
ing this meeting on September 
12, all members were present 
except Ward 1 Councilwoman 
Judy Stokes, and Mayor Cath-
erine Eaves joined via Zoom 
due to illness.

Ward 5 Councilman Rick Ste-
phens led the meeting in Eaves 
stead, but the mayor was still 

able to give her report 
remotely. Eaves thanked 
everyone for their well 
wishes as she recoups 
and shared that the Al-
pine Historic Association 
is working with other 
boards to create some 
type of historic overlays 
for Alpine, in order to have 
standards which locations must 
meet to qualify as historic, and 
thus possibly qualify for funds.

According to Eaves, the 
Alpine Community Projects 
board has been very busy with 
the “Greenhouse nursing home 

project,” and right now 
they are trying to raise 
money for one of its stag-
es.

Stephens and Eaves 
each ran independent 
polls, inquiring about 
people’s feelings of the 
potential changes in tax. 

They each received very dif-
ferent feedback, supporting the 
established plan for the city to 
host workshops regarding the 
issue.

One member of the commu-
nity, Guy Fielder of Ward 5, 
spoke up on the subject during 

the public hearing portion of 
the meeting, stating, “As some-
one who comes to most of the 
council meetings, the one thing 
I hear over and over again is 
that ‘we don’t have any money 
for that.’ Now if we have $2.1 
million in reserves ... there’s 
some disparities in what I am 
hearing, and I would like to see 
that cleared up.”

Next on the agenda, the court 
approved the consent agenda 
which consisted of approving 
the appointment of William 

Being a medical stu-
dent is a long, arduous 
process, but Kyle Mc-
Daniel, a fourth-year 
medical student at the 
Texas Tech Health Sci-
ence Center-Permian 
Basin believes it is just 
part of his journey of 
service. A service that 
he is extending to the 
citizens of Marathon 
each Friday at the Mar-
athon Clinic as part of 
his Rural and Commu-
nity Elective as a medi-
cal student.

A medical student 
in year four of their 
schooling has the most 
open year of all their 
studies up to this point 
McDaniel says. “The 
students at this level 
are able to focus more 

on their area of inter-
est in the medical pro-
fession, where the fi rst 
two years focus more 
on lectures and learn-
ing the basics, and year 
three focuses on the 
diff erent specialties the 
fi eld of medicine has to 
off er.”

This is not Mc Dan-
iel’s first time to far 
West Texas. He has 
done two previous ro-
tations at the Alpine 
PCHS Clinic under Dr. 
Adrian Billings and will 
continue to help out at 
this clinic while not in 
Marathon or at home.

McDaniel is the fi rst 
medical student to work 
in the Marathon Clinic, 
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Healthcare 
initiatives 
on tap for 
Hospital 
District

Under pressure: Medical student makes the journey

Council to conduct tax workshops

The Big Bend Re-
gional Hospital District 
(BBRHD), under the 
direction of J. D. New-
som, has several health-
care initiatives slated 
for Presidio as well as 
South Brewster County. 
Thanks to grant funding, 
access to healthcare for 
these areas will increase.

The grant is a U S De-
partment of Agriculture 
Rural Health Care grant 
the district received in 
February. The district’s 
clinic partner, PCHS, has 
recently re-opened their 
after-hours clinic in Pre-
sidio. Their hours will be 
from 2 p.m. to 10 pm. 
Tuesday through Thurs-
day and one Saturday per 
month.

Along with this after-
hours clinic, the BBRHD 
will begin a community 
paramedicine program in 
conjunction with Terlingua 
Fire and EMS as well as 
the City of Presidio EMS. 
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BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

Alice Leese, the premier artist for the 2023 Trappings of Texas, works on a painting on the patio of the Museum of the 
Big Bend’s Emmett and Miriam McCoy Building while fellow artist Troy Menix looks on.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Artists at work

See STUDENT • 10

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Catherine 
Eaves

Fourth year medical student Kyle McDaniel from Texas Tech University 
Health Science Center-Permian Basin teaches Joe David Gonzales and Keller 
Barlow how to manually take blood pressure during one of three presenta-
tions he gave to students at the Marathon High School.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Rural healthcare changing for the future
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Monserratt

Dominguez Curtis

It is with great sad-
ness that the family of 
Monserratt “Monsey” 
Dominguez Curtis an-
nounce her passing on 
September 12, at the 
age of 92, in San An-
tonio. Monserratt was 
born to Pedro and San-
tos Dominguez of Bal-

morhea on September 
19, 1930. Monserratt 
is preceded in death by 

her loving husband, Os-
car Levake Curtis.

Monserrat t  was a 
w o n d e r f u l  m o t h e r, 
g r a n d m o t h e r ,  a n d 
friend. Her greatest ac-
complishments were her 
children, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren 
that she dearly loved.

She is survived by her 
brother Ramon Domin-
guez - Pecos, and sister 

Lupe Galindo - Mesa, 
AZ. Monserratt will be 
dearly missed by her 
children: Robert and 
Alicia Curtis – Fort 
Stockton, Oscar and 
Jan Curtis – San Anto-
nio, Diana Curtis and 
Tom G. – Tucson, AZ, 
Daniel and Irma Curtis 
– San Diego, CA, Joan-
na Curtis – Poteet, and 
Joe Curtis – Arlington, 

VA. She will be remem-
bered and missed by her 
11 grandchildren and 29 
great grandchildren.

The viewing / Ro-
sary will be held at Al-
pine Memorial Funeral 
Home on Friday, Sep-
tember 22 starting at 5 
p.m. with Rosary recit-
ed at 7 p.m..

The Funeral Mass will 
be held at Our Lady of 

Peace Catholic Church 

in Alpine at 10 a.m. on 

Saturday, September 23, 

followed by burial at 

Holy Angels Cemetery.

Online condolences 

may be left at: www.

alpinememorialfuneral-

home.com

Service are entrusted 

to Alpine Memorial Fu-

neral Home.

OBITUARIES

Isabel Ramirez

Isabel Ramirez, age 
100 of Alpine, passed 
away September 17 at 
home surrounded by 
family in Alpine. She 
was born July 7, 1923, 
to Joe and Isabel White 
in Marathon. Isabel mar-
ried Luis Ramirez on 
November 23, 1952, in 

Marathon, and lived in 
Big Bend National Park 

for many years. She was 
a devoted housewife and 
mother to three children.

Preceded in death by 
her parents, her husband, 
and her grandson, Mi-
chael Ramirez, Isabel is 
survived by her children 
Jose (Queta) Ramirez, 
Adelaida (Jose) Salm-
on, and Martin (Gloria) 
Ramirez, her grandchil-

dren Ray (Corina), Julie, 
Anna, Adrian (Kristen), 
Tony (Arielle), Eddie, 
and Daniel (Georgia), 
10 great grandchildren, 
three great-great grand-
children; three nieces 
Corina, Dora, and Ber-
tha, one nephew, Manuel, 
and several grand-nieces 
and grand-nephews.

Rosary will be held 

Thursday, September 21 
at 7 p.m. in the Alpine 
Memorial Funeral Home 
Chapel. Funeral Service 
and Mass to be held Fri-
day, September 22 at 10 
a.m., St. Mary’s Catholic 
Mission, Marathon, fol-
lowed by burial at Mara-
thon Cemetery.

Pallbearers will be 
Ray Ramirez, Adrian 

Salmon, Tony Ramirez, 

Eddie Ramirez, Daniel 

Ramirez, and Manuel 

White.

Online condolences 

may be left at: www.

alpinememorialfuneral-

home.com

Services have been en-

trusted to Alpine Memo-

rial Funeral Home.

Alpine’s coaches and staff  
took last Friday’s pep 

rally theme to heart as 
they dressed to impress 

in their favorite decade’s 
fashions. From left Coach 

Wayne Schroeder, Mrs. 
Robie Golden, Coach 

Adrian Smith, Mrs. 
Veronica Crespo, and Dr. 

Michelle Rinehart.

Courtesy photo

Catwalk

contenders
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The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) 
sent out a reminder last 
Tuesday that livestock 
producers in more than 
200 counties in Texas 
may be eligible for fi -
nancial assistance due 
to grazing losses due 
to drought in 2023. As-
sistance may be sought 
via several different 
programs including the 
Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honey-
bees, and Farm-Raised 
Fish Program (ELAP), 
Livestock Forage Di-
saster Program (LFP), 
the Emergency Conser-
vation Program (ECP), 
or the Emergency Hay-
ing and Grazing Con-
servation Reserve Pro-
gram.

According to Kelly 
Adkins, State Execu-
tive Director for FSA 
in Texas, “Producers 
across Texas have been 

faced with another sig-
nificant drought year 
causing considerable 
economic hardship as 
they go to great lengths 
to provide adequate 
feed, forage, and wa-
ter for their livestock.” 
“Producers who are 
eligible for the much-
needed disaster recover 
assistance are encour-
aged to contact their lo-
cal FSA offi  ce to sched-
ule an appointment to 
apply.”

Deadlines for pro-
gram assistance for 
ELAP and LFP is Janu-
ary 30, 2024.

Additional disas-
ter assistance may be 
found on farmers.gov, 
including the drought, 
wildfire, disaster as-
sistance recovery tool, 
disaster-at-a-glance fact 
sheet, and the farm loan 
discovery tool pages.

For more information 
contact the local FSA 
offi  ce at 432-837-2325 
or go by 1805 TX-118 
North, Alpine.

Drought aid 

available for 

livestock producers

Around 50 participants came out early Sunday morning to participate in the First Annual Rick Keith 
Memorial 5k hosted by Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church as part of their annual Fall Festival.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Memorial 5K

Seniors from Alpine High School attended the Workforce Solutions JobCon held at Sul Ross State Uni-
versity’s Gallego Center last week. 

Courtesy photo

Seniors attend JobCon

Around 30 teams partic-
ipated in this past week-
end’s West Fest Cabrito 
Cook-off  held at the 
Post Park in Marathon. 
Despite the rain, par-
ticipants did not let that 
slow them down. Teams 
from as far away as Del 
Rio came out to partici-
pate in this annual event.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

We cook rain or shine

Alpine Middle School’s 
robotics classes re-
ceived new drones from 
the Donors Choose 
project. This is just one 
the things this project 
allows donors to choose 
from when aiding edu-
cation.

Courtesy photo.

Donation 

program 

aids 

robotics

at AISD
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

RESULTS

RELAXING IN FRONT OF A FIRE.

WATCHING FOOTBALL.

UNDER A BLANKET WITH A WARM DRINK.

ON A WALK

INDULGING IN COMFORT FOOD.

WHAT IS THE BEST 

WAY TO SPEND A 

FALL EVENING?

Total votes: 63

75%  (47 votes)

6%  (4 votes)

3%  (2 vote)

13%  (8 votes)    

3%  (2 votes)

Now the Avalanche asks: 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.

STAFF
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Kara Gerbert

Managing Editor

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

Joh Covington

Staff  Writer
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Shelley Maroney

Offi  ce Manager

shelley.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

432-837-3334

www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Facebook: Alpine Avalanche

ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is 

published every Thursday morning at 

704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. 

Periodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-

pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff 

Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per 

year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the 

character, standing or reputation of 

any person, firm or corporation will 

be corrected when such occurs in this 

newspaper and is brought to the pub-

lisher’s attention.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

“All to Jesus I surrender;
At His feet, I humbly bow,
Worldly pleasures, all for-

saken;
Take me, Jesus, take me 

now.”
— Traditional hymn lyrics by 

Judson W. Van DeVenter, 1896

Despite the old joke about 
getting to church “early to get a 
good seat — one in the back,” 
the front seat is where I sit. The 
very front pew. Every Sunday.

It’s something I’ve grown 
accustomed to over the years. 
Mainly the years I’ve volun-
teered to lead congregational 
singing. Which is about half my 
life, give or take a year or two. I 
enjoy leading singing, and I also 
enjoy sitting at the front.

And who knows. Someday, 
I might even learn how to sing.

Not only is the front row con-
venient for song leading, but it’s 
also an incentive for me to … 
let’s call it “look alert” during 
the sermon. Despite how it may 
appear, my eyelids closing for a 
few seconds is not a refl ection 
on the preacher or the message. 
Because any time I get still and 
comfortable, anywhere, my 
eyelids get heavy. Therefore, 
I’ve become adept at listening 
even when my eyes appear to be 
briefl y closing. When I’m not 
preparing to lead the next song.

Song-leading, however, was 
not my fi rst experience in front 
row sitting at church. That hap-
pened long before then.

My earliest memories include 
going to church every Sunday 

morning. Perhaps 
you’ve seen the typi-
cal childhood photos 
of a kid sitting on a 
pony or straddling 
a new bicycle? My 
childhood photos are 
of me dressed and 
ready for church. 
Dress shirt, clip-on 
bow tie, jacket, and 
all. At five years of 
age. Because that’s how my 
loving mother raised me. She 
attended services regularly, and 
my accompanying her was nev-
er an option.

As a youngster, I always sat 
with her at Southside Church of 
Christ in Mount Pleasant. About 
midway toward the front on the 
left side with her friend and 
neighbor, Betty Rust. Proper 
church etiquette was expected 
early. Listen to the sermon. No 
naps. No talking. No fi dgeting. 
No burping or any other surpris-
es. And any infraction was met 
with a hard pinch. It might be 
my leg, my arm, or my ear. But 
whenever Momma was unhap-
py with my conduct in church, 
my thoughts were, “Jesus, just 
take me now. Better you than 
my Momma.”

As I got older, Mom never 
questioned me about where I 
went or when I got home. The 
car races Saturday night at Ty-
ler. With friends, to a concert, 
or a movie. Never a question. 
But regardless of whether I 
got home at 8 p.m. Saturday 
night or 3 a.m. Sunday morn-
ing, I was going to church with 

Mom. And I had bet-
ter be ready when 
she reached the front 
door with her white 
gloves, hat, and shiny 
patent leather Sunday 
purse.

My first introduc-
tion to front-row seat-
ing for the Sunday 
sermon happened in 
high school. Before 

any attempt to direct a song ser-
vice. That was when guys about 
my age at Southside, Ronald 
Rust, Randy Brogoitti, Rusty 
Clark, Ronny Melton, Rod Mc-
Casland, and probably others 
whose names I will remember 
as soon as I send this to print, 
began branching off  from sitting 
with our parents. Opting for the 
back row. Directly behind our 
parents. Hoping it put us out of 
sight and out of mind.  

It was one Sunday morning, 
sometime in the mid-1960s. 
Some of the above may or may 
not have been included. I don’t 
remember and certainly don’t 
want to incriminate the innocent 
at this point in life.

About mid-point in the ser-
mon, the preacher stopped. Just 
quit preaching. The silence was 
cause to look up. Did he lose a 
page in his notes? Was he done 
preaching? Was it time to stand 
up and sing?

Then he said, “You boys 
on the back seat.” We looked 
around as if to confi rm he was 
talking to us. “Your whispering 
and laughing is distracting from 
the service.”

Every mother in the building 
turned in unison and looked our 
direction. 

“I want you boys … yes, all 
of you … to come down here 
and sit on the front seat facing 
me. Now.” Anticipating that 
we might not be clear about his 
request, he leaned over the po-
dium. Then pointed directly at 
the pew before him.

We got up and walked single 
fi le to the front, right where he 
pointed. Not a single one of us 
so much as cast a glance toward 
our parents. We also didn’t 
speak for the rest of the service. 
We didn’t even risk breathing.

But those words came to 
me again. “Jesus, just take me 
now. Better you than to face my 
Momma. And Jesus, I’m serious 
this time.”

Fortunately, Jesus spared 
me, and so did Mom. She was 
unhappy. Really unhappy. But 
thankfully, she postponed any 
plans she may have harbored 
about sending me back to Jesus. 
Off ering me another chance at 
salvation. The following week, 
however, I was sitting with her 
again. Fearing the pinch.

Every now and then, that 
long-ago Sunday crosses my 
mind. Like it did last Sunday. 
Sitting on the front pew. Fight-
ing the temptation to close my 
eyes. Just for a moment, so 
maybe the preacher won’t no-
tice.

Because unlike that Sunday 
so many years ago, it was still 
and comfortable on the front 
row last week.

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

Jesus, just take me now

Texas has a lot to 
off er which includes 
over 80,000 highway 
lane miles. We also 
have world-class rail 
and air facilities for 
freight and passen-
gers. Nearly 2,000 
people move here 
every day, steadily in-
creasing the pressure 
on our infrastructure. 
That’s one of the reasons why 
my Texas Transportation Com-
mission colleagues and I made 
history this month with the 
approval of a record $142 bil-
lion total investment for Texas’ 
transportation infrastructure, in-
cluding the $100 billion 10-year 
Unifi ed Transportation Program 
(UTP). This funding will help 
ensure vital transportation proj-
ects will improve safety, conges-
tion, preservation, and connec-
tivity for Texas drivers.

Our state is growing by leaps 
and bounds in our metropolitan, 
urban, and rural communities. 
The growth places stress on our 
transportation system. Rural 
Texas cities like my hometown 
of San Angelo and others are 
feeling the eff ects of more traffi  c 
on our highways. For instance, 
many of our rural roadways, 

especially in the 
Permian Basin, have 
experienced dramatic 
increases in truck 
traffi  c, driven by the 
oilfield economy in 
the largest source of 
oil and gas produc-
tion in the country. 
This record level of 
transportation fund-
ing will continue to 

reduce crash rates and improve 
pavements. In turn, life will be 
better for us personally, easier on 
our vehicles, and better for rural 
industries such as energy, agri-
culture, timber, and others.

TxDOT has planned, and will 
continue to plan, for this growth 
as the agency works to provide 
the needed infrastructure to 
help move people and products 
across the state. To help ad-
dress this eff ect on our system, 
this historic 2024 UTP refl ects 
an unprecedented level of pro-
jected funding and estimates 
$34.2 billion in development 
costs and $7.5 billion in routine 
maintenance contracts for a total 
investment of $142 billion. The 
UTP also includes funding for 
fi ve highway corridors (US 87/
US 83, US 69/ US 175, US 281, 
US 59, and US 277/US 83) to 

improve mobility, provide alter-
natives to Interstate Highways, 
or beginning phases of building 
Interstate Highways that pass 
through urbanized areas.

This 10-year plan provides 
for the development of a net-
work of rural highways to im-
prove mobility, connect major 
activity centers, provide access 
to ports of entry into Texas, and 
address safety by building four-
lane divided roads. In addition, 
the 2024 UTP includes the de-
velopment of major state-wide 
corridors to achieve Interstate 
Highway classifi cation. Future 
Interstate Highways in Texas 
include Interstate Highway 14, 
Interstate Highway 27/Ports-to-
Plains, and Interstate Highway 
69.

Since our mission at Tx-
DOT is “Connecting You with 
Texas,” we’re working hard to 
make sure every region of the 
state stays connected. Since fi s-
cal year 2015, we’ve completed 
more than 258 rural connectiv-
ity projects — an investment 
of $7.7 billion. And we have 
another 120 projects — $7 bil-
lion worth — currently under 
construction.

In fact, we’re planning to in-
vest a historic level of $19.2 bil-

lion in our rural areas over the 
next 10 years through our 2024 
UTP. That’s a major increase 
over the past few years com-
pared to $2.2 billion in the 2016 
UTP. It demonstrates TxDOT’s 
commitment to building and 
maintaining a safe and effi  cient 
transportation system, not only 
in our most populous areas, but 
also in those rural areas that are 
so vital to our state’s economic 
success.

This UTP also puts us to work 
in the energy producing areas of 
the state. Roads in our energy 
sector are bearing the brunt of 
that industry’s economic boost 
to the state in wear and tear. 
That’s why we’re dedicating 
billions of dollars to address 
specifi c roadways impacted by 
traffi  c in fi ve energy producing 
regions.

With this historic investment, 
we’re showing our commitment 
to connecting every region and 
every Texan to the people and 
places that matter most. It is my 
privilege to serve you as a Texas 
Transportation Commissioner 
and to continue to “Connect You 
with Texas” safely and in a way 
that keeps pace with the vigor-
ous economic climate we enjoy.

Making a historic investment to provide statewide connectivity

ALVIN NEW
Commissioner, Texas 
Transportation Commission

What is the best way

to spend a fall evening?

-Relaxing in front of a fire

-Watching football

-Under a blanket with

  a warm drink

-On a walk

-Indulging in comfort food

World Climate Declaration

Recently an organization 

of 1609 climate scientists and 

professionals signed off  on an 

agreement that the so-called 

Climate Change “Climate 

Emergency” was nothing more 
than a fictional ploy designed 
by corrupt scientists, politicians, 
and businessmen for the acquisi-
tion of political power and unde-
served fi nancial gain. You don’t 
hear much about that on main-

stream media, do you? What 
this means is we all need to stop 
believing corrupt politicians, sci-
entists, businessmen, and their 
mainstream media servants. We 
all need to begin doing our own 
personal research on this matter 

if you haven’t already. The truth 
is out there, you only need to 
look for it. Always remember, 
“Awake” is always much better 
than “Woke”.

James R. Le Blanc 
Fort Davis, Texas

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Send your community events to 
kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.
com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sept 21-23 78th Annual 
Sul Ross Rodeo, 7 p.m. at the 
Sul Ross SALE Arena.

Sept 21 Karl Glocke Film 
Screening, 7 p.m. free admis-
sion at the Granada Theatre cel-
ebrating the 20th Anniversary 
of the fi lms by Charles Bell and 
Dave Cadriel, honoring the late 
Rick Keith.

Sept 23 FREE ENTRY, to Big 
Bend National Park

Sept. 23 Jump into Fall, 
3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 105 E. Murphy 
Street. Bouncy houses, face 
painting, music, food, and more. 
Bring your lawn chairs. Free of 
charge. For more information 

contact Mary Ann Lujan 432-
294-2370.

Sept 28 Ribbon Cutting, 
5:30 p.m. Rio Raton Card Room 
2305 FM 1703.

Sept. 29 Simposio de Her-
encia Hispana, 6 p.m. social 
hour featuring Rick Ruiz and 
complimentary appetizers fol-
lowed by the symposium at the 

Granada Theatre. The symposium 
is a collaboration between the 
Sul Ross department of Visual 
and Performing Arts and Historic 
Alpine, Inc. and is presented by 
Visit Alpine, Texas. A cash bar will 
be available, and the event is free 
of charge. For more information 
contact Abbey Branch at 713-
515-1204 or branch@historical-
pine.com. 

Sept. 30 Dark Sky Speaker 
Series, 6 p.m. at the Alpine Pub-
lic Library, Nicole Wilson, an Opto-
Mechanical Tech from McDonald 
Observatory will present informa-
tion on the Hobby-Eberly tele-
scope in the Community Room.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 
E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules avail-
able on front door. For more in-

formation, call 915-562-4081 or 
aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting, 
noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-
ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second Mon-
day each month, Legion Hall, 306 
W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave.  

Big Bend Amateur Radio 
Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 
Tuesday each month, Frontier Ma-
sonic Lodge #766, 2300 Highway 
118 North.

Big Bend Community Cho-
rale rehearsals, on Monday 
evenings at 6 p.m. in the First 
United Methodist Church sanctu-
ary in Alpine. All are welcome, but 
first contact Andrew Alegria at 

Andrew.alegria@sulross.edu, call 

432-837-8216, or visit bbcchorale.

wixsite.com/bbcc.   

Celebrate Recovery, at Big 

Bend Cowboy Church on Monday 

evenings 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For 

more information contact CW at 

432-386-3628 or Stacey at 432-

386-2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine 

Public Library by appointment 

only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public 

Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-

837-2621 to make an appoint-

ment.  

GED tutoring, at Alpine 

Public Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 

432-837-2621 to make an ap-

pointment.  

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, 

noon, Wednesdays at the Sul Ross 

University Center, room 210   

Alpine Humane So-
ciety Pet of the Week is 
Laya. Did you hear that? 
Laya’s listening ears are 
on, and she’s on high 
alert. Laya is a beautiful 
two-year-old Shepherd 
mix with the tallest ears 
in the shelter. She’s a 
funny girl with a ton of 
personality and is always 
ready to play. Laya has a 
ton of energy and would 
run around all day, every 
day, given the chance. 
She’s pretty polite for 
such an energetic dog, 
walks well on a leash, 
and plays well with most 
dogs. Laya occasionally 
has a tough time reading 
the social cues of some 
dogs, so she’s not every-
one’s cup of tea, but high-
energy, non-dominating 
dogs make the perfect 
playmates for an athletic 
gal like Laya. Laya has 
never met a stranger and 
is ready to meet you.

Retail sales revenue 
from our thrift store is our 
most signifi cant source of 
income for supporting our 
mission of ensuring every 
cat and dog has a full and 
rewarding life. The store 
is open Monday through 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and we accept all 
credit cards. Ask about 
how you can save with 
the Clover app on your 
smartphone.

Pet promotions are 
courtesy of Alpine Hu-
mane Society. Alpine 
Animal Services handles 
pet adoptions at the city 
shelter, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 2 to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at 2900 
E. Old Marathon High-
way. For information 
about shelter pet adop-
tions, cremation services, 
or lost/found pets, call 
the Shelter at 432-837-
9030.

The Alpine Humane 
Society Thrift Store and 
Cattery is at 706 N. 5th 
Street in Alpine, open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday. 
The Pet Pantry recently 
moved to 600 N. 5th 
Street. The AHS Helpline 

is 432-837-2532. To 
view adoptable pets, visit 
PetFinder.com or www.
alpinehumanesociety.
org, and check us out on 
Facebook and Instagram.

PET OF THE WEEK

What is your 
strange pet peeve?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Kylie Garcia: 
My pet peeve is 
that it bothers 

me when people 
open multiple tabs 

on a computer 
and never close 
them out. Th ere 
are just a lot of 

tabs opened on a 
computer.

Tamara Randler: 
I really dislike it 

when people hint 
at what they want 
without directly 

asking for it. 
Specifi cally, about 
food. Th ey’ll look 
longingly at it and 

say that it looks 
amazing and wait 

for you to off er 
some. It drives me 

crazy.

Abigail Elizondo: 
My pet peeve 

is when people 
can’t diff erentiate 
between ‘there’, 

‘they’re’, and 
‘their’, another one 
is when people use 
‘am’ to mean ‘I’m’.

Alicia Trotman: 
I dislike it when 
people leave the 

door to your home 
open for longer 

than usual because 
it lets bugs in and I 

don’t like bugs.

L

L

L

Rosa Ruiz: I hate 
it when people 

have a “No shoes” 
policy in their 

house, but they 
just have a pile of 
shoes by the door. 

Just get a shoe 
shelf or something, 

to make it more 
organized.

L

Sul Ross kicked off  their Rodeo Week on Tuesday with the campus cattle 
drive. Performances begin tonight and continue through Saturday evening.

Courtesy photo

78th Annual Bar-SR-Bar 

Rodeo begins tonight

Big Bend Regional 

Hospital District
Medical Enhancement Grants

BBRHD is now accepting grant proposals 

for the FY2024 Medical Enhancement 

Grant program, the deadline to apply for 

funding will be on November 3, 2023. 

Brewster and Presidio County entities 

that provide healthcare or other related 

services, consistent with the mission and 

objectives of the District, to residents 

of Brewster or Presidio Counties are 

eligible to apply. The grant application 

package and additional information 

are available at www.bbrhd.com or call 

432-837-7051. 

Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio • Marfa
432.729.4306 • 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com

ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

Want more information?
Visit https://frontiercasa.org

Become a CASA Volunteer

Volunteers Needed

God Bless America

www.aa-intergroup.org
www.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.marfainsurance.com
www.pine.com
www.laposadamilagro.net
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.bbrhd.com
www.petfinder.com
https://frontiercasa.org
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The second edition of 
“Mammals of the Trans-
Pecos Texas Including 
Big Bend and Guadalupe 
Mountains National Parks” 
by Texas A&M University 
Press is an indispensable 
update to the 1977 book by 
author David J. Schmidly. 
The new edition, which 
is a collaboration of four 
different authors, Frank-
lin D. Yancey, II, David 
J. Schmidly, Richard W. 
Manning, and Stephen 
Kasper, reaffi  rms its status 
as a must-have resource for 
naturalists, researchers, and 
anyone passionate about 
the biodiversity of one of 
the last frontiers, the Trans-
Pecos region. 

The book opens with 
an introduction to the 
Trans-Pecos region, set-
ting the stage for a jour-
ney through its rich and 

varied ecosystems. It then 
dives into detailed species 
accounts, showing the di-
versity of mammals found 
in the area, from the elu-
sive mountain lion to the 
American badger to the 
tawny-bellied cotton rat. 
Each account contains not 
only descriptions but geo-
graphic distribution, basic 
life history, taxonomy, 
along with population and 
conservation status. Each 
species is meticulously 

updated and documented 
with descriptions accom-
panied by an illustration 
by Chester O. Martin, the 
same illustrator from the 
first book. Also included 
are photographs and range 
maps, providing an invalu-
able reference for field 
identification and study. 
The second edition, which 
is almost twice the size of 
the fi rst edition, incorpo-
rates the latest research 
findings and taxonomic 
updates. There has been 
a substantial growth in 
knowledge since 1977, 
and the references have 
gone from 102 to nearly 
400. Another factor is the 
addition of 18 species: nine 
native, six non-native, and 
three domestic feral. 

The additions are a re-
sult of increased fi eld stud-
ies, technological advances 
like game cams and gene 
and DNA sequencing, 
as well as introduction / 

reintroduction and natu-
ral dispersal. Addition-
ally, the book emphasizes 
the region’s conservation 
challenges, shedding light 
on the importance of pro-
tecting ecosystems and 
their denizens. Behind the 
pages of the book “Mam-
mals of the Trans-Pecos 
Texas,” lies a story of 
collaboration, dedication, 
and a sense of coming full 
circle. The four authors of 
this book have an inter-
twined journey that led to 
the creation/revision of this 
invaluable resource.

Many local residents 
will recall Dr. Clyde Jones, 
Horn Professor of Biology 
at Texas Tech University. 
Jones was Frank Yancey’s 
professor and introduced 
him to Dave Schmidly, at 
which time Dave imme-
diately put a copy of the 
original version of “Mam-
mals of the Trans-Pecos” 
in Frank’s hands and said, 

“Here, you’re going to 
need this.” That was 25 
years ago. 

Fast forward to 2019 to 
a casual conversation be-
tween Frank and Dave at a 
conference in Washington 
D.C. when Frank raised the 
question of an updated ver-
sion, Dave’s response was 
a challenge: “Why don’t 
you do it?” This conversa-
tion led to a collaboration 
that extended beyond just 
these two authors. The in-
volvement of Rick Man-
ning and Steven Kasper, 
who were both deeply 
engaged in their own fi eld-
work, added further depth 
to the project. Each author 
brought their unique ex-
pertise and research to the 
table, forming a power-
ful collective dedicated to 
documenting the diverse 
mammalian fauna of the 
Trans-Pecos region.

The journey from pro-
posal to publication was 

not without its challenges, 
including delays due to 
unforeseen circumstances 
like the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Nevertheless, the 
authors persevered, draw-
ing from their individual 
projects, and pooling their 
knowledge to create a 
comprehensive guide. 

The authors’ commit-
ment to the preservation 
of this vital ecosystem is 
evident in their decision to 
donate all royalties to fi eld 
research at Texas Tech 
University, enabling future 
generations to continue fi ll-
ing in gaps and investigat-
ing taxonomic issues.

“Mammals of the Trans-
Pecos” has indeed come 
full circle, connecting pro-
fessors and students, and 
opening the door for ongo-
ing research, to ensure that 
the wonders of the Trans-
Pecos region are well-doc-
umented for generations to 
come.

‘Mammals of the Trans-Pecos’ has new edition
BY RANI BIRCHFIELD

Contributor

Alpine Mid-
dle School 
science stu-
dents investi-
gate proper-
ties of matter 
in a recent 
science class, 
including 
magnetism, 
states of mat-
ter, relative 
density, and 
solubility.

Courtesy photo

No West Texas 
parade would 

be complete 
without a few 
horses. Locals 
from the Mar-

fa area saddled 
up recently 

to participate 
in the annual 
Marfa Lights 

parade and 
celebration.

Courtesy photo

Para Llevar in Marfa is under new ownership. Rene Cardona, Jr. (far left) 
and his family has taken over this established business. Originally from Pre-
sidio, the Cardona family has relocated to Marfa. Para Llevar will host a soft 
opening this Friday and their hours will be from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. seven days 
a week, where they provide pizza, salads, sandwiches, and more.

Courtesy photo

Science ‘matters’Marfa Lights and horses

Marfa store under new ownership

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT A 
CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD AT 5:30 P.M. ON 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2023 REGARDING THE FOLLOWING 
CAPTIONED ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE 2023-09-02: THE SECOND AND FINAL READING OF 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF ALPINE FISCAL YEAR 
2022-2023 BUDGET; PROVIDING REPEALING AND SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSES; A TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

THE PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 
26, 2023, AT 5:30 P.M. IN CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED 
AT 803 WEST HOLLAND AVENUE TO HEAR CITIZEN VIEWS AND 
COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PROPOSED ORDINANCES. 

COPIES OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY 
HALL LOCATED AT 100 N. 13TH STREET BETWEEN 8:00 A.M. TO 12:00 
P.M. AND 1:00 P.M. TO 5:00 P.M. COPIES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE BY 
EMAIL REQUEST TO CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.COM. 
QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE CITY 
SECRETARY AT  (432) 837-3301, OPTION 1.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT A 

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD AT 5:30 P.M. ON 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2023 REGARDING THE FOLLOWING 

CAPTIONED ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE 2023-09-01: THE SECOND AND FINAL READING 

OF AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024 

PROPOSED TAX RATE OF $0.457554 PER $100 OF ASSESSED 

VALUATION FOR THE FISCAL YEAR OCTOBER 1, 2023 THROUGH 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2024 FOR USE AND SUPPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL 

GOVERNMENT OF THE CITY OF ALPINE, TEXAS.

THE PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 

26, 2023, AT 5:30 P.M. IN CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED 

AT 803 WEST HOLLAND AVENUE TO HEAR CITIZEN VIEWS AND 

COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PROPOSED ORDINANCES.

COPIES OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE AND TAX RATE 

NOTICE ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL LOCATED AT 100 N. 

13TH STREET BETWEEN 8:00 A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. AND 1:00 P.M. TO 

5:00 P.M. COPIES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE BY EMAIL REQUEST TO 

CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.COM. QUESTIONS MAY BE 

DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY AT (432) 

837-3301, OPTION 1.

NOTICE OF PASSED ORDINANCES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT THE 
CITY COUNCIL HAS PASSED THE FOLLOWING CAPTIONED OR-
DINANCES:

ORDINANCE 2020-10-01: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUN-
CIL OF THE CITY OF ALPINE, TEXAS AMENDING THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 10 – ANIMALS, SECTION 10-186 DAN-
GEROUS DOGS; PROVIDING REPEALING AND SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSES; PROVIDING A TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND PROVIDING THE ESTAB-
LISHMENT OF UP TO A $500 PENALTY PER OCCURRENCE FOR 
VIOLATIONS OF THE ORDINANCE. 

ORDINANCE 2021-01-01: A N ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF AL-
PINE, TEXAS; PROVIDING FOR THE REGULATION OF SHORT-TERM 
RENTALS. ESTABLISHING AUTHORITY TO ENFORCE; PROVIDING 
A PENALTY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE; PRO-
VIDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF UP TO A $500 PENALTY PER OC-
CURRENCE FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE ORDINANCE.

COPIES OF THE ORDINANCES ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL, 100 
N. 13TH STREET, DURING NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS BETWEEN 
8:00 A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. AND 1:00 P.M. TO 5:00 P.M. COPIES MAY 
ALSO BE OBTAINED BY EMAILING CITY.SECRETARY@CITYO-
FALPINE.COM.  QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE 
OF THE CITY SECRETARY AT 432-837-3301, OPTION 1. 

www.falpine.com


 

Dear Neil: I’ve had a 
bird-of-paradise plant for 
10 years. Originally it was 
in the ground, but I have 
since planted it into a large 
pot. However, it has never 
bloomed. Is there some-
thing I can do to get it to 
fl ower?

I don’t know if you’re 
talking about Mexican bird 
of paradise (Caesalpinia) 
or the tropical type (Strelit-
zia). I suspect the former. 
It blooms best when it’s al-
lowed to grow vigorously in 
good soil and full sunlight 
all summer. The tropical 
type is a completely diff er-
ent story. It will tolerate a bit 
of early morning sun, but it 
won’t handle summer sun. It 
also must be kept somewhat 
rootbound before it will 
bloom best. “Patience” is 
the byword for it, although it 
sounds like you have already 
practiced that. I can’t get 
much more specifi c without 
knowing which plant and 
seeing the setting.

Dear Neil: I have rural 
property with native yau-
pon hollies. During this 
summer’s extreme tem-
peratures and extended 
drought, I have tried to 

keep them watered with a 

hose. Still, I see browned 

leaves and leaf drop. Will 

they be OK come spring?

I can’t tell without a 

photo. Watering was defi -

nitely the right thing to do. 

Hopefully you let the hose 

run slowly every week or 

two and for a long period 

of time so the soil could be 

soaked deeply. Keep do-

ing so over the winter and 

into the spring. Hopefully 

you still have at least 30 to 

40% of the original leaves in 

place. If the branches of any 

plants are completely bare 

those plants may not come 

back. Good luck!

Dear Neil: We pur-
chased a red oak early 
this summer. It is 13 feet 
tall and planted in good 
soil. We water it six days a 
week with about three gal-
lons per day on the base 
and leaves. We’ve been 
told to apply a fungicide 
and insecticide to it, which 
we have done fi ve times, 
both at the base level and 
to the leaves at body level. 
Thanks for any help you 
can give us.

I have several thoughts 
that all intermingle. The 
overriding one 
is that I think 
your tree is go-
ing to be fine. 
It was planted 
at a rough time 
of year, and 
this was an es-
pecially rough 
year for new 
plantings. My 
guideline for 
new plantings 
from contain-
ers is that you 
should give 
them water 
equal to the 
original con-
tainer size ev-

ery two or three days for 
their first summer, May 
through September, less of-
ten during the “off  season.” 
You’ll probably want to con-
tinue doing that next year as 
well. That would be done 
via a hose laid on the ground 
around the trunk of the tree 
and allowed to fi ll a basin 
slowly. This was probably a 
40-gallon container, so that 
would mean applying 40 
gallons of water every two 
or three days. I see no ben-
efi t to applying water to the 
leaves. I see no evidence of 

insect damage, and I doubt 
if this is disease-related, al-
though it does look like a 
leaf spot of some sort. If it 
were, I would deem it to be 
of minor importance. 

By far my biggest con-
cern here would be whether 
or not you have the trunk 
wrapped. Sun scald is a 
very serious concern with 
smooth-barked trees like 
red oaks, pistachios, and red 
maples. The third or fourth 
year after they are planted 
it’s common for their trunks 
to split vertically on their 

west and southwest sides 
due to exposure to the sun’s 
burning rays. Internal tissues 
of the trunks are exposed by 
the massive losses of bark. 
Your prime way to prevent 
that is to protect the trunks 
with paper tree wrap from 
the ground up to the lowest 
branches. Leave the wrap in 
place for the fi rst three years.

Have a question you’d 
like Neil to consider? E-mail 
him at mailbag@sperrygar-
dens.com. Neil regrets that 
he cannot reply to questions 
individually.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  ____-Cola

  5  TXism: “_  ___  

      piece” (distant)

  6  TX Don Henley 

      sang “Life in the

      Fast ____”

  7  TX Trini’s “If _  

      ___ A Hammer”

  8  not a gentleman

  9  LBJ’s dogs

16  this Nixon played

      outfi eld for the

      Rangers in 1995

18  actor Jack of TX-

      fi lmed “Terms of 

      Endearment”

21  TXism: “chompin’

      __ the bit”

22  Glen Campbell is a

      Texan in “True ____”

23  female sheep

24  TXism: “attacked 

      like grandma ____       

      _ chicken snake”

30  direction to Austin

      from San Antonio

34  dir. to Dallas from

      Palestine (abbr.)

35  Texas fi ddler,

      Choates

36  winter garment

37  Amarillo’s “Big 

      Texan” offers a 

      72-_____ steak

39  TXism: “___  _

      ______’ for” (crave)

43  _____ Tuck

44  joyful

45  _  _  Siecke State

      Forest

46  this Robb started

      as a Ranger and

      ended as a Giant

  1  fi rst Texas fl ag was 

      made of this cloth

  2  TXism: “at the 

      drop __  _  ___”

      (immediately)

  3  seat of Hemphill

      County

  4  TXism: “mad as

      _  ___-eyed cow”

  9  TX golf legend

      Byron (init.)

10  fi nal decade of

      the Cold War

11  unit of Texas land

12  old VW:

      Karmann ____

47  type of sleep (abbr.)

48  TXism: “tight___” 

      (miser)

50  TXism: “could wear 

      his work _____  __  

      a church social” (lazy)

53  dir. to Bryan from Waco

54  __ Grange, TX

55  TXism: “leaning __  _

      ___ handle” (goofi ng off)

56  increase in intensity

59  grasped

60  TX Charley’s       

      “Where  __  _

      Put Her Memory”

61  Gov. Richards

62  the cheaper gas

      (abbr.) 13  TXism: “____        

      __ breathing room”

14  __ Paso, TX

15  dir. to Marlin 

      from Waco

17  in Wilson County

      on U.S. 87

19  TXism: “he paddles

      his ___  _____”

      (independent)

20  more recent

24  TXism: “grabbin’  

      __ straws”

25  TX O. Henry story:

      “A ___ in Santone”

26  TXism: “just ___   

      whoops and a 

      holler away” (near)

27  goes in

28  caminos ______

      (royal roads)

29  Fats sang “Ain’t 

      That _  _____”

31  ___ v. Wade case

      started in Texas

32  TXism: “hot as

      road ___ in July”

33  “____  ___ other  

      cheek”

38  this Pena was

      Mexican president

40  TXism: “tall hog  __

      the trough” (VIP)

41  TXism: “quick as a

      ___ York minute”

42  boxing or NFL rule

      (2 wds.)

49  Remington’s “____

      for the Timber”

51  TXism: “brains __  

      _ box” (computer)

52  TXism: “rug ___”

      (child)

57  _____ Hill, TX

58  how TX Howard  

      Hughes died

P-1655

2221

30 31 32

23

34

36 37

40

29

41 4342

33

38

49

45 46

50 51 52

57 58

35

55

44

54

17

48
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Sale ends 9/30/23

Patience is key for bird of paradise

September 26, 
1947

Pictured here are all 
the members of the 
1947 Lobo football 
squad of Sul Ross 
State University 
and their coaches. 
They are photo-
graphed on Jackson 
Field, and behind 
the team can be 
seen the Sul Ross 
Campus, buildings, 
and the notable Bar-
SR-Bar emblem on 
the university hill.

September 
26, 1947

Concert pia-
nist, Walter 
Robert, will 
be opening the 
concert season 
in Alpine with 
his musical 
talents Octo-
ber 2. Robert 
is the fi rst of 
many artists of 
a series com-
ing to Alpine 
this year for 
the fall season.

September 24, 1948

Alpine will be one of 

the many stops for 

President Truman on 

his trip through Tex-

as. The Alpine Cham-

ber of Commerce will 

present a cowboy hat 

to the President dur-

ing his 20-minute 

pause in the town, the 

hat is inscribed with 

the words, “President 

Harry S. Truman, 

presented 1948 from 

the Alpine Chamber 

of Commerce.”

September 26, 1947

The formal ribbon 

cutting for State High-

way 227, the new road 

from Marathon to Big 

Bend National Park, 

was held on Saturday. 

Spectators saw the 

ribbon itself cut via 

airplane. The plane, 

piloted by Bill Har-

gus, is a part of the 

Big Bend Flying Ser-

vice. Also seen here 

are the speakers and 

guests of honor for the 

memorable event.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

www.dens.com
www.morrisonhardware.com
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 Sports

According to Alpine 
Cross Country Coach 
Cory Cason, the Presidio 
course is the most dif-
ficult course they will 
run all year. “It is a great 
warmup as the varsity 
travels to the Lubbock 
Invitational this weekend 
to preview the regional 
championship course 
which is also pretty 
tough.”

“The weather was ac-
tually great for Presi-
dio...it was hot...but it 

could have been much 
hotter. The storms rolled 
in just after the last race 
was run,” Cason added.  
Presidio will be hosting 
the district championship 
this year, which means 
the Bucks will return to 
that course the second 
week of October.

The varsity girls took 
second place overall on 
the Presidio course with 
the varsity boys placing 
third. The junior var-
sity girls took fi rst place, 
with the junior varsity 
boys coming in second 
overall.

The varsity girls com-
peted on a 2.2-mile hilly 
course with four varsity 
girls placing in the top 
10 contributing to their 
second-place team win. 
Emyliana Hernandez ran 
a great race fi nishing in 
the top spot for the Lady 

Bucks in fi fth place. Co-

lette Fowlkes came in 

just behind Hernandez 

in seventh, followed by 

Molly Garrett in ninth 

and Tannin Ritchie 

rounded out the group in 

10th place.

Hatfield Cason and 

Presidio’s top runner pro-

vided some great racing 

for the fans, with Hat-

fi eld fi nishing in second 

place, just missing out on 

a fi rst-place fi nish by fi ve 

meters and bested his 

last year’s Presidio time 

by 14 seconds. Aaron 

Miller and John Mendo-

za placed 13th and 15th 

respectively helping the 

Bucks finish in third- 

place behind district ri-

vals Presidio and Crane.

Alpine Cross Country 

will host their annual Big 

Bend Mountain Ramble 

on Saturday September 

30 at Kokernot Park. The 

event draws over 500 

middle school and high 

school runners.

Runnin’ Bucks take 2nd and 3rd in Presidio

Alpine Runnin’Bucks Cross Country Team

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

The Alpine Fightin’ 
Bucks football  was 
beaten 45-18 in Friday’s 
non-district away chal-
lenge against the Sonora 
Broncos. The Bucks now 
sport a 1-3 record, where 
they’ll take the field 
against Compass Acad-
emy for a 2-3A Region 
I District 1 challenge on 
Friday, September 22. 
Alpine will meet a team 
coming off  a 27-24 non-
district win over Water 
Valley, whose record 
now stands at 2-2.

In the fi rst quarter, So-
nora kicked off  to Alpine 
with Iden Lujan giving 
the Alpine team six points 
with a three-yard touch-
down. Lujan, a junior, 
capitalized on several 
opportunities against the 
Broncos. He blocked a 
Sonora punt early in the 
game that put the team in 
position to score on of-
fense. Lujan scored two 
touchdowns on offense 
during the match-up. He 
ran the ball tough from the 
quarterback and running 
back positions.  He also 
played well on defense 

at the safety position and 
punted the ball well.  

Afterwards, Daedrick 
Hardwick rushed for a 
two-point conversion, 
bumping Alpine to 8-0. 
Head football coach and 
athletic director, Andy 
Smith spoke highly of 
his players after the game 
“Iden is a leader on our 
team, and I expect him 
to continue to play well 
in all phases of the game 
moving forward through 
district play.” With a 
two-yard touchdown and 
a two-point conversion, 
Sonora met Alpine 8-8, 
in the fi rst quarter. “Lo-
gan Smith once again ran 
the ball well between the 
tackles and is a great as-
set in the backfi eld carry-
ing the ball,” said Smith.

In the second quarter, 
Sonora jumped to 24 
points with a 96-yard 
and an eight-yard touch-
down with successful 
accompanying two-
point conversions. “Walt 
Urbanczyk has been a 
great place kicker for 
us. He kicked one PAT, 
made a field goal for 
three points, and kicked 
two onside kicks. He 
has done a great job all 

year kicking the ball for 
us. He is a great weapon 
to have on our special 
teams’ units,” said Smith.

With two minutes to 
go in the second quar-
ter, John Valenzuela 
kicked a 30-yard field 
goal, bringing Alpine up 
11 to 24. “Moses Rig-
gins has done a great job 
on returning kicks and 
playing wide receiver,” 
Smith said. At the top of 
the third quarter, Alpine 
kicked off to Sonora 
and took over the ball at 
their own 50-yard line. 
The score was 11-30 at 
the end of the third quar-
ter. While Alpine contin-
ued to drive through the 
game, Lujan gained six 
points with an eight-yard 
touchdown, followed by 
Valenzuela’s extra point 
a, bringing the Alpine 
score to 18. 

Despite these efforts, 
Sonora ended the final 
quarter with 45 points 
after several touch-
downs. The game ended 
18-45. “We have played 
four quality opponents in 
non-district, and we feel 
this has prepared us to 
compete in district play,” 
Smith concluded.

Alpine Bucks fall to

non-district Broncos

Quarterback Devon Rojo passes the ball in the Friday game against Sonora. 

Photo by Noe Lujan

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

“Our program has im-

proved in all aspects of 

the game,” said Adrian 

Smith, head volleyball 

coach for the Alpine 

Lady Bucks, after the 

team’s games against 

the Buena Vista Long-

horns on Tuesday and 

the Monahans Lobos 

on Saturday. The Al-

pine team won the non-

district game against the 

Longhorns 3-0 and had 

played the team previ-
ously during the Best 
of the West tournament, 
which Alpine also pre-
vailed with a 2-0 win-
ning score.

“Throughout  the 
season leading up to 
district we have had 
individual areas of fo-
cus throughout prac-
tices and games,” said 
Smith. During the game 
against Buena Vista, 
the Lady Bucks won all 

Lady Bucks beat Buena 

Vista, fall to Monahans

Hope Dominguez celebrates a reception at a re-
cent game

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

See VOLLEYBALL • 9

402 W Holland Ave, Alpine, TX 79830

877-445-9550|www.transpecosbanks.com

LOOKING FOR RATES

TO MAXIMIZE 

YOUR RETURNS?

We’ve g� them!

Proud Proud 
Alpine Alpine 
Bucks Bucks 

Sponsors:Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Iden Lujan plays extremely well in all phases of the game. He blocked a 
Sonora punt early in the game that put us in position to score on offense. 
Iden scored two rushing touchdowns on offense vs Sonora. He has four 
total rushing touchdowns on the season. He ran the ball tough from the 

Quarterback and Running Back positions vs Sonora. He also played well 
on Defense at the safety position and punted the ball well on Special 

teams.   It’s an honor to have him on our team.

Id L j l t l ll i ll h f th H bl k d

IDEN LUJANIDEN LUJAN
#10  JUNIOR#10  JUNIOR

QUARTERBACK / RUNNINGBACK / SAFETY / PUNTERQUARTERBACK / RUNNINGBACK / SAFETY / PUNTER

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union
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Alpine High School’s 

David Baca has domi-

nated yet another tour-

nament and has kicked 

off  the 2023-2024 school 

year with a top finish. 

Baca competed at the 

Monahans Fall Invita-

tional last Wednesday 

and took first place. 

Shooting a 74, just two 
over par, to out golf the 
other nine teams and 
58 players entered in 
the tournament. Baca 
was the only participant 
from Alpine to compete 
against the schools of 
Legacy, Permian, Semi-
nole, Andrews, Monah-
ans, Midland High, Gar-
den City, Greenwood A 
and B, and Odessa High.

Baca takes Monahans 

Fall Invitational

Alpine High School sophmore David Baca posed 
for a photo with his medal after winning the Mo-
nahans Fall Invitation.

Courtesy photo

The Alpine Middle School Seventh graders had their fi rst football game of the season last week. Al-
though they fell to the Sonora Broncos, the eighth graders racked up another win for their season, 
defeating the Broncos 20-14.

Courtesy photo

Kaci Hawkins, Roxanna Rodriguez, and Imani Miller, all Alpine Middle 
School students were nominated to participate in the All-State Games in bas-
ketball yesterday in Lake Dallas. Nominations were based on videos and their 
skills.

Courtesy photo

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Seventh grade Bucks play fi rst game

All-State Games features AMS Lady Bucks

The Alpine Junior 
Bucks youth sports or-
ganization is announcing 
registration opportunities 
for both youth fl ag foot-
ball and, for the fi rst time 
in recent memory, youth 
volleyball as well. Regis-

tration for both sports is 
available for grades 1-6. 
Seasons for both sports 
are expected to start in 
October and run into De-
cember.

“We are really excited 
to be able to off er volley-

ball this year, in addition 
to flag football, for our 
area youth,” stated Al-
pine Junior Bucks board 
president Javier Prieto. 
“We are only able to make 
these opportunities hap-
pen through the support of 

our parents, coaches, vol-
unteers, and our generous 
sponsors.”

For more information, 
updates, and access to the 
registration form, please 
visit the Alpine Junior 
Bucks Facebook page.

Fall opportunities announced for Junior Bucks

Alpine High School cheerleaders lead everyone in a decade’s celebration at last week’s pep rally.

Photo by J.T. Maroney

Remembering the decades of old

three sets prevailing 25-
17, 25-16, and 25-12. 
“Now we are working 
to combine all of those 
improvements into an 
overall cohesive system 
of dynamic high cali-
ber competitive play,” 
Smith said.

Adayna Garcia and 
Novah Carrasco cov-
ered the team with their 
offense moves. Garcia 
delivered 12 kills and 
Carrasco 11. Jaycee 
Portillo and Mia Mor-
ris along with Carrasco 
also defended their side 
of the court well during 
this game, each having 
10 or more digs. Lady 
Buck Paula Vargas was 
on point, giving a total 
of 37 assists during her 
three sets played and 
Morris as well with her 
15 receptions. 

“We are working to 
gain as much experi-
ence as we can so that 
we have the preparation 
and confi dence needed 
to compete at a high 
level throughout district 
and post season play,” 
Smith said. In the next 
game against the Mona-
hans Loboes, the Lady 
Bucks lost 0-3, tipped 
in set one and two.

While the Alpine team 
did lose this game the 
match-up was exciting 
in each set, 21-25 in set 
one, 20-25 in set two, 
and 13-25 in the fi nal set 
three. During this Satur-
day game, Garcia and 
Carrasco with Peyton 

Kinkade, Hope Domin-
guez and Hannah Juette 
accumulated 27 kills in 
the three sets. Portillo 
had 26 digs while Var-
gas had 26 assists.

When asked about the 
outcomes of these recent 
games, winning some 
and losing some, Smith 
said that “Competition 
will always vary from op-
ponent to opponent. One 
of our focuses throughout 
the season has been to 
utilize the style of com-
petition on the other side 
of the net to our advan-
tage in working to gain 
a variety of game experi-
ences to aid in our prog-
ress toward our program 
goals.”

The Lady Bucks 
currently have a 19-9 
record and played 
Compass Academy in 
a non-district home 
game on September 19. 
The Compass Acad-
emy team won their last 
game against Klondike 
3-2 and have a 13-6 re-
cord. “Our game versus 
Compass Academy is 
a great opportunity to 
implement all of our 
improved areas into an 
overall cohesive unit. 
We are excited to have 
the opportunity for a 
competitive match lead-
ing into district play,” 
said Smith. After play-
ing Compass Acad-
emy, the Alpine team 
is scheduled to play the 
Tornillo Coyotes on Sat-
urday, September 23.

VOLLEYBALL • FROM 8

Sports Schedule
FIGHTIN’ BUCKS FOOTBALL

Sept. 22 Alpine vs Odessa Compass* Varsity 7:30 p.m. 

JV TBA

Sept. 28 Alpine vs Pecos JV 6 p.m.

Sept. 29 Alpine vs Tornillo* Varsity 7:30 p.m.

LADY BUCKS VOLLEYBALL

Sept. 23 Alpine vs Tornillo* JV/F 11 a.m. Varsity 12:30 

p.m. 

Sept. 26 Kermit* @ Alpine JV/F 5 p.m. Varsity 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 30 Alpine vs Crane* JV/F 11 a.m. Varsity 12:30 

p.m. 

ALPINE CROSS COUNTRY

Sept. 22-23 Lubbock Invitational-V @ Mae Simmons 

Park

Sept. 30 Big Bend Mountain Ramble @ Kokernot Park

*District 1-3A Game

SUL ROSS RODEO 

FALL 2023
Sept. 14-17 Eastern NM 
University-Portales, NM
Sept. 21-23 Sul Ross State 
University
Sept. 28-29 Vernon College-
Vernon, Texas
Oct. 12-14 Frank Phillips 
College-Canadian, Texas
Oct. 26-28 Texas Tech 
University-Lubbock, Texas
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This program allows para-
medics and EMT’s to op-
erate in expanded roles for 
the rural communities by 
assisting with public and 
primary healthcare pre-
ventative services that are 
non-emergency related.

The BBRHD is also 
supporting a small rural 
health clinic in Presidio 
that will be managed 
by the Big Bend Re-
gional Medical Center. 
The hospital district will 
convert half of their Pre-
sidio offi  ce into a clinic 
for the BBRMC initia-
tive. 

This new Big Bend 

Regional Health Clinic 
(BBRHC) is designed 
to be a comprehensive 
family practice provid-
ing obstetrics, vaccina-
tions, and walk-in ap-
pointments for patients 
of all ages. The clinic 
will be led by Dr. Da-
vid Sanchez, a member 
of the medical staff at 
BBRMC, along with 
Bob Rice who is a Nurse 
Practitioner.

The grand opening 
is scheduled for Octo-
ber 27, and the clinic 
hours will be from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday. The 

same insurance plans 
currently accepted by 
BBRMC will be ac-
cepted at the clinic and 
appointments may be 
scheduled through the 
offi  cial BBRMC website 
at bigbendanytime.com, 
making it easy to access 
healthcare services.

Rick Flores, CEO of 
BBRMC, shared “It has 
long been the goal of 
BBRMC to supplement 
primary care by add-
ing another location in 
Presidio,” he explained. 
“We are grateful to the 
Big Bend Hospital Dis-
trict for their dedication 

to helping enhance ac-
cess to care through-
out the region. We look 
forward to welcoming 
patients at the new lo-
cation in Presidio in the 
coming months,” Flores 
added.

The Alpine branch 
of the BBRHC, located 
at 2600 Highway 118 
North will continue 
with their regular hours 
of operation, which are 
Monday through Fri-
day 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
new Presidio branch of 
BBRHC will be locat-
ed at 602 W. O’Reilly, 
Suite C.

Snodgrass to the Mu-
sic Advisory Board and 
Manuel Martinez to the 
Animal Advisory Board. 
Also approved for the Al-
pine Casparis Municipal 
Airport, was an increase 
of $0.01 per square foot 
of hangar lease rental 
rate.

The majority of the 
council voted to approve 
all the action items on the 
agenda which included 
a resolution for utility 
rates and fees for city 
provided services for fi s-
cal year 2023-2024. Also 
approved was a new pol-
icy regarding the TikTok 
ban, which prohibits the 
installation of the app 
on any city devices or 
its use for any official 
city matters. This policy 
could potentially evolve 

to encompass other apps 
as well and is in obser-
vance of Texas Senate 
Bill 1893.

The court approved 
the annual Alpine Pub-
lic Library agreement, 
which was increased 
from $40,000 to $45,000. 
They also approve re-
newing the contract with 
Big Bend Concrete for 
concrete agreement ser-
vices.

The last concept that 
the members of the 
council wanted to im-
press upon the citizens 
is the importance of the 
upcoming tax decisions 
and how signifi cant it is 
to hear the input of the 
people.

The next scheduled city 
council meeting is set for 
September 26.

COUNCIL • FROM 1

HEALTH • FROM 1

and during his time there 
will focus on the clinical 
experience of engaging 
the community. “The 
fi rst time I came out to 
Alpine to work at the 
PCHS Clinic was when 
I really realized I wanted 
to focus on not just fam-
ily medicine, but rural 
family medicine. I am the 
fi rst TTUHSC student to 
go through this Rural 
and Community Elec-
tive, and this experience 
along with my other ex-
periences here in the Big 
Bend has made me real-
ize just how underserved 
rural communities are in 
terms of healthcare,” Mc 
Daniel said.

A portion of McDan-
iel’s schooling is paid 
for through a scholar-
ship that focuses on rural 
community healthcare. 
Part of the requirement 
for qualifi cation is once 
the student has graduated 
and become a licensed 
physician, he or she must 
work in a rural commu-
nity as part of “paying 
back” the federally fund-
ed scholarship.

The Marathon Clinic 
is one of the fi rst to en-
gage in telemedicine, 
thanks in part to Mara-
thon local Marci Roberts 
and TTUHSC. McDan-
iel, in his fi rst few days 
has already utilized this 
option when presented 
with a case that required 
a licensed physician. 
“Telehealth is extremely 
valuable for not only a 
student like me, but also 
for the community. I am 
able to perform routine 
health screenings and 
physicals for students 
for athletics and a few 
other things, but having 
a licensed physician just 
a video call away really 
gives me a sense of relief 
to know that I have the 
backing of the TTUHSC 
doctors should I need 
their expertise. Not only 
that, but because of how 
successful this program 
has been in Marathon, 
TTUHSC has been able 

to obtain grant money 
to begin a Telehealth In-
stitute that will be able 
to support telehealth 
options for the entire 
TTUHSC service area, 
including Big Bend,” 
said McDaniel.

The need to be of ser-
vice is what led McDan-
iel to medicine. His ser-
vice career began in the 
boy scouts, and he also 
volunteered at clinics in 
Houston that focused on 
the underserved Hispan-
ic population. McDan-
iel also volunteered to 
deliver needed medical 
supplies and equipment 
throughout West Texas 
during the COVID pan-
demic. While the service 
aspect of medicine and 
medical school called to 
McDaniel he says medi-
cal school can be chal-
lenging, but he fi nds the 
most difficult aspect is 
when he is only in places 
such as Marathon for a 
short time. “It’s diffi  cult 
to really ascertain what a 
community is really like 
and what they need in 
terms of healthcare when 
we are only here for short 
periods of time. If I had 
the opportunity to spend 
several years in a com-
munity such as Mara-
thon, I would be able to 
be acquainted with the 
community in order to 
serve them better. That is 
the ultimate goal for me 
as a physician in training. 
I want to establish myself 
in a rural community and 
focus on becoming a part 
of that community so 
I can better serve their 
needs as their physician.”

STUDENT • FROM 1

Alpine Runnin’ Buck 
Hatfield Cason tack-
les a hill against Pre-
sidio’s top runner this 
past weekend at the Bo 
Coff man Invitational in 
Presidio.

Courtesy photo

Hilly 

terrain 

common 

for runners

“Telehealth is 

extremely 

valuable for not 

only a student like 

me, but also for the 

community.”

— Kyle McDaniel, fourth-

year medical student at the 

Texas Tech Health Science 

Center-Permian Basin
Form 50-876 

Statements required in notice if the proposed tax rate exceeds the no-new-revenue tax rate but does not exceed the voter-approval tax rate, as prescribed 

by Tax Code §§26.06(b-2). 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON TAX INCREASE 

This notice does not apply to a taxing unit that has a de minimis rate. 

PROPOSED TAX RATE $___________________ per $100 

NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $___________________ per $100 

VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $___________________ per $100 

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the  tax year that will raise the same amount 
(current tax year) 

of property tax revenue for from the same properties in both
(name of taxing unit) 

the tax year and the  tax year. 
(preceding tax year) (current tax year) 

The voter-approval tax rate is the highest tax rate that may adopt without holding
(name of taxing unit) 

an election to seek voter approval of the rate. 

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that is proposing
(name of taxing unit) 

to increase property taxes for the  tax year. 
          (current tax year)         

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON 
(date and time) 

at . 
(meeting place) 

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, is not required
(name of taxing unit) 

to hold an election at which voters may accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may express your support for or 

opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the of 
(name of governing body)

 at their offices or by attending the public hearing mentioned above. 
(name of taxing unit) 

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS: 

Property tax amount = ( tax rate ) x ( taxable value of your property ) / 100 

(List names of all members of the governing body below, showing how each voted on the proposal to consider the tax increase or, if one or more were absent, indicating absences.) 

FOR the proposal:___________________________________________________________________________ 

AGAINST the proposal: _______________________________________________________________________ 

PRESENT and not voting:_____________________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

0.457554

0.411402

0.457554

2023

CITY OF ALPINE

2022 2023

CITY OF ALPINE

CITY OF ALPINE

2023

SEPTEMBER 26, 2023

5:30 PM AT THE CITY OF ALPINE - COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 803 W HOLLAND, ALPINE, TEXAS 79830

CITY OF ALPINE

CITY OF ALPINE

CITY OF ALPINE

JUDY STOKES, CHRIS RODRIGUEZ, DARIN NANCE, MARTIN SANDATE, RICK STEPHENS

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of 
property taxes in the state. 

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by 
(name of taxing unit)

 last year 

to the taxes proposed to the be imposed on the average residence homestead by 
(name of taxing unit)

 this year. 

CITY OF ALPINE

CITY OF ALPINE

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily access information regarding your 
property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property. 

2022 2023 Change 

Total tax rate 
(per $100 of value) 

2022 adopted tax rate 2023 proposed tax rate between tax rate for preceding 
year and proposed tax rate for current year 
per $100

Average homestead 
taxable value 

2022 average taxable 
value of residence 
homestead 

2023 average taxable 
value of residence 
homestead 

Increase of % 

Tax on average 
homestead 

2022 amount of taxes 
on average taxable 
value of residence 
homestead 

2023 amount of taxes 
on average taxable 
value of residence 
homestead 

ncrease of  between amount of taxes 
imposed on the average taxable value of a 
residence homestead in the preceding year 

and the amount of taxes proposed on 
the average taxable value of a residence 
homestead in the current year ), or

percent difference between taxes 
imposed for preceding year and taxes 
proposed for current year )

Total tax levy on all 
properties 

2022 levy Increase of  between preceding 
year levy and proposed levy for 
current year ), or percentage 
difference between preceding year levy

 and proposed levy for current year

(2023 proposed rate x 
current total value)/100 

God Bless America

www.mmoftexas.com
www.bigbendanytime.com
www.texas.gov/property
www.brewstercountytx.com
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS FOR THE NOVEMBER 7, 2023 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ELECTION

Proposition Number 1

(HJR 126)

HJR 126 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to protect a person’s right 

to engage in generally accepted farm, 

ranch, timber production, horticulture, 

or wildlife management practices on real 

property that the person owns or leases. 

The proposed amendment would not affect 

the authority of the legislature to authorize 

the regulation of these practices by: (1) 

a state agency or political subdivision as 

necessary to protect the public health and 

safety from imminent danger; (2) a state 

agency to prevent a danger to animal health 

or crop production; or (3) a state agency 

or political subdivision to preserve or 

conserve the natural resources of the state 

under the Texas Constitution. Additionally, 

the proposed amendment would not affect 

the legislature’s authority to authorize the 

use or acquisition of property for a public 

use, including the development of natural 

resources under the Texas Constitution.

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment protecting the right to 

engage in farming, ranching, timber 

production, horticulture, and wildlife 

management.”

Proposition Number 2

(SJR 64)

SJR 64 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to allow the governing body 

of a county or municipality to exempt 

from property taxation all or part of the 

appraised value of real property used 

to operate a child-care facility. The 

proposed amendment would authorize the 

governing body to adopt the exemption as 

a percentage of the appraised value of the 

property, but that percentage could not be 

less than 50% of the appraised value of the 

property. The proposed amendment also 

term “child-care facility” and to establish 

additional eligibility requirements to 

receive the property tax exemption. 

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment authorizing a local option 

exemption from ad valorem taxation by 

a county or municipality of all or part 

of the appraised value of real property 

used to operate a child-care facility.”

Proposition Number 3

(HJR 132)

HJR 132 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to prohibit the legislature from 

imposing a tax based on the wealth or 

net worth of an individual or family. The 

proposed amendment also would prohibit 

the legislature from imposing a tax based 

on the difference between the assets and 

liabilities of an individual or family.

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment prohibiting the imposition 

of an individual wealth or net worth 

tax, including a tax on the difference 

between the assets and liabilities of an 

individual or family.”

Proposition Number 4 

(HJR 2- Second Special Session)

HJR 2 proposes a constitutional amendment 

to modify certain provisions of the Texas 

Constitution related to property taxes. The 

proposed amendment would authorize 

the legislature to temporarily limit the 

maximum appraised value of real property 

for property tax purposes in a tax year. The 

proposed amendment also would increase 

the mandatory homestead exemption for 

school district property taxation from 

$40,000 to $100,000. The proposed 

amendment would require the legislature 

to provide for a reduction in the amount of 

the limitation on school district property 

taxes imposed on the residence homestead 

of the elderly or disabled. Additionally, the 

amendment would exempt appropriations 

not dedicated by the Texas Constitution 

and used for property tax relief from 

being considered as appropriations when 

determining whether the rate of growth of 

appropriations in a biennium has exceeded 

the constitutional tax spending limit. 

The proposed amendment would further 

authorize the legislature to provide that 

members serving on an appraisal board in a 

county with a population of at least 75,000 

serve terms not to exceed four years. 

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment to authorize the legislature 

to establish a temporary limit on 

the maximum appraised value of 

real property other than a residence 

homestead for ad valorem tax purposes; 

to increase the amount of the exemption 

from ad valorem taxation by a school 

district applicable to residence 

homesteads from $40,000 to $100,000; 

to adjust the amount of the limitation 

on school district ad valorem taxes 

imposed on the residence homesteads 

increases in certain exemption amounts; 

to except certain appropriations to 

pay for ad valorem tax relief from the 

constitutional limitation on the rate 

of growth of appropriations; and to 

authorize the legislature to provide for 

of the board of directors of certain 

appraisal districts.”

Proposition Number 5

(HJR 3)

HJR 3 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to redesignate the national 

research university fund as the Texas 

University Fund (TUF), and to appropriate 

funds from the economic stabilization fund 

to the TUF. The proposed amendment 

would appropriate to the TUF an amount 

equal to the interest income, dividends, 

and investment earnings attributable 

to the economic stabilization fund for 

appropriation amount could not exceed 

beginning September 1, 2023, or an amount 

adjusted for the increase in the general 

price index, not to exceed two percent, in 

amendment also would prohibit any state 

university that is entitled to participate in 

dedicated funding provided by Article VII, 

Section 18 of the Texas Constitution from 

receiving money from the TUF.  

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment relating to the Texas 

University Fund, which provides funding 

to certain institutions of higher education 

to achieve national prominence as major 

research universities and drive the state 

economy.”

Proposition Number 6

(SJR 75)

SJR 75 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to create the Texas water fund. 

The Texas water fund would be a special 

fund in the state treasury outside the 

general revenue fund, administered by the 

Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) 

water projects in the state. The proposed 

amendment would direct the Texas water 

fund administrator to use the fund only to 

transfer money to other TWDB funds or 

accounts. The proposed amendment would 

authorize the legislature to appropriate 

money for deposit to the water fund to 

be available for permitted transfers. No 

further legislative appropriation would be 

required for the water fund administrator 

to transfer money from or restore money to 

the fund, including the transfer of money 

to or the restoration of money from certain 

designated TWDB funds and accounts. 

The water fund would consist of: (1) 

money transferred or deposited to the fund 

by general law; (2) other revenue that the 

legislature by statute dedicates for deposit 

to the fund; (3) investment earnings and 

interest earned on amounts credited to 

the fund; (4) money from gifts, grants, 

and donations to the fund; and (5) money 

returned from any authorized transfer. The 

proposed amendment would require the 

legislature, by general law, to provide for 

the manner in which money from the Texas 

water fund may be used. The proposed 

amendment also would require that at least 

25% of the money initially appropriated to 

the Texas water fund be transferred to the 

New Water Supply for Texas Fund. 

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment creating the Texas water 

in this state.”

Proposition Number 7

(SJR 93)

SJR 93 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to establish the Texas energy 

fund. The Texas energy fund would be a 

special fund in the state treasury outside 

the general revenue fund, administered by 

the Public Utility Commission of Texas 

(PUC) or its successor. Money in the Texas 

energy fund could be used, without further 

appropriation, only by PUC or its successor 

incentivize the construction, maintenance, 

modernization, and operation of electric 

generating facilities necessary to ensure the 

reliability or adequacy of an electric power 

grid in the state. The proposed amendment 

would require PUC to allocate money from 

the fund for loans and grants to eligible 

projects for electric generating facilities 

that serve as backup power sources and 

in each region of the state that is part of 

an electric power grid in proportion to 

that region’s load share. The Texas energy 

fund would consist of: (1) money credited, 

appropriated, or transferred to the fund 

by or as authorized by the legislature; (2) 

revenue that the legislature dedicates for 

deposit to the fund; (3) the returns received 

from the investment of the money in the 

fund; and (4) gifts, grants, and donations 

contributed to the fund. 

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment providing for the creation 

of the Texas energy fund to support 

the construction, maintenance, 

modernization, and operation of electric 

generating facilities.”

Proposition Number 8

(HJR 125)

HJR 125 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to create the broadband 

infrastructure fund. The broadband 

infrastructure fund would be a special 

fund in the state treasury outside the 

general revenue fund, administered by 

the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts 

(Comptroller). Money from the fund could 

be used, without further appropriation, only 

for the expansion of access to and adoption 

of broadband and telecommunications 

services. The broadband infrastructure fund 

would consist of: (1) money transferred 

or deposited to the fund by the Texas 

Constitution, general law, or the General 

Appropriations Act; (2) revenue that the 

legislature by general law dedicates for 

deposit to the fund; (3) investment earnings 

and interest earned on money in the fund; 

and (4) gifts, grants, and donations to the 

fund. The proposed amendment would 

authorize the Comptroller to transfer 

money from the broadband infrastructure 

fund to another fund as provided by 

general law, and the state agency that 

administers the fund to which any money 

is transferred could use the money 

without further appropriation only for 

the expansion of access to and adoption 

of broadband and telecommunications 

services. The broadband infrastructure 

fund would expire on September 1, 2035, 

unless extended by adoption of a joint 

resolution of the legislature. Immediately 

before the expiration of the fund, the 

Comptroller would be required to transfer 

any unexpended and unobligated balance 

remaining in the broadband infrastructure 

fund to the general revenue fund.

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment creating the broadband 

infrastructure fund to expand high-

speed broadband access and assist in the 

Proposition Number 9

(HJR 2)

HJR 2 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to authorize the legislature 

to provide a cost-of-living adjustment 

to eligible annuitants of the Teacher 

Retirement System of Texas (TRS). The 

proposed amendment also would authorize 

the legislature to appropriate money from 

the general revenue fund to the Texas 

Comptroller of Public Accounts to pay the 

cost-of-living adjustment.

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment authorizing the 88th 

Legislature to provide a cost-of-living 

adjustment to certain annuitants of the 

Teacher Retirement System of Texas.”

Proposition Number 10 

(SJR 87)

SJR 87 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to allow the legislature to 

exempt from property taxation tangible 

personal property held by a medical or 

or used in the manufacturing or processing 

of medical or biomedical products. 

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment to authorize the legislature 

to exempt from ad valorem taxation 

equipment or inventory held by a 

manufacturer of medical or biomedical 

products to protect the Texas healthcare 

network and strengthen our medical 

supply chain.”

Proposition Number 11

(SJR 32)

SJR 32 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to expand the authority of the 

legislature with regard to conservation and 

reclamation districts in El Paso County. The 

Texas Constitution permits conservation 

and reclamation districts in certain 

counties across the state to issue bonds to 

fund the development and maintenance of 

parks and recreational facilities but does 

not currently provide this authority to El 

Paso County. The proposed amendment 

would add conservation and reclamation 

districts in El Paso County to those 

districts currently allowed, if authorized 

by general law, to issue bonds supported 

by property taxes to fund the development 

and maintenance of parks and recreational 

facilities. The proposed amendment would 

not limit the powers of the legislature or 

of a conservation and reclamation district 

with respect to parks and recreational 

facilities as those powers currently exist.  

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment authorizing the legislature 

to permit conservation and reclamation 

districts in El Paso County to issue 

bonds supported by ad valorem taxes to 

fund the development and maintenance 

of parks and recreational facilities.”

Proposition Number 12 

(HJR 134)

HJR 134 proposes a constitutional 

Treasurer in Galveston County. The 

amendment would authorize the Galveston 

County Commissioners Court to employ 

any functions that would have been 

performed by the County Treasurer. The 

proposed amendment would take effect 

only if a majority of the voters of Galveston 

County voting on the proposition favor the 

amendment.  

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment providing for the abolition 

Galveston County.”

Proposition Number 13

(HJR 107)

HJR 107 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to increase the mandatory 

retirement age for state justices and 

judges. Currently, the Texas Constitution 

establishes that justices and judges of 

the appellate courts, district courts, and 

criminal district courts must retire on the 

expiration of the term during which they 

reach the age of 75 years or an earlier age, 

not less than 70 years, as the legislature 

may prescribe. The proposed amendment 

would change the mandatory retirement 

age for justices and judges of the appellate 

courts, district courts, and criminal district 

courts to 79 years or an earlier age, not 

less than 75 years, as the legislature may 

prescribe. The proposed amendment also 

would remove the provision stating that 

justices and judges may only serve until 

four years of a six-year term.

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment to increase the mandatory 

age of retirement for state justices and 

judges.”

Proposition Number 14

(SJR 74)

SJR 74 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to establish the centennial 

parks conservation fund as a trust fund 

outside the state treasury. The fund could 

be used, in accordance with general law, 

only for the creation and improvement 

of state parks. The centennial parks 

conservation fund would consist of: 

(1) money appropriated, credited, or 

transferred to the fund by the legislature; 

(2) gifts, grants, and donations received by 

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

(TPWD) or its successor for a purpose for 

which money in the fund may be used; 

and (3) investment earnings and interest 

earned on amounts credited to the fund. 

The proposed amendment would authorize 

the legislature to appropriate money from 

the centennial parks conservation fund to 

TPWD or its successor for the creation and 

improvement of state parks. 

The proposed amendment will appear on 

the ballot as follows: “The constitutional 

amendment providing for the creation 

of the centennial parks conservation 

fund to be used for the creation and 

improvement of state parks.”

The Perfect Home 
for Your Ad

Get the inside edge on reaching the 

right customers with an ad in the Alpine 

Avalanche.  From  job listings, local news and 

entertainment, the Alpine Avalanche has 

what your customers are looking for.  

Don’t miss out!
The Alpine Avalanche

www.AlpineAvalanche.com • 432-837-3334

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.sos.texas.gov


 

MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

LAND FOR SALE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE HELP WANTED WANT TO BUY GARAGE SALE GARAGE SALE GARAGE SALE

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Mobile homes 
and spaces. Close 
to Sul Ross Uni-
versity.  Frontier 
Mobile Home 
Village. 1102 N. 
9th St. trailer #35 
Alpine.  Call 432-
837-2736 

LAND FOR SALE

10 to 40 Acre 
properties in 
Terlingua Ranch 
starting at just 
$9,499. Seller 
fi nancing avail-
able. Call/text: 
832-626-2044. 
E-Mail: sales@sav-

vylands.com. View 
properties: www.
SavvyLands.com  

FOR RENT/LEASE  

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539  

603 E Ave E - 2 
BR/1Bath, rent 
$795.00 + Depos-
it, 432-249-0293  

407 E. Lockhart 
Apt#3, 1 BR/1Bath, 
Rent $725.00 /mo 
+ Deposit, 432-
249-0293 

407 E. Lockhart 
Apt#4, 1 Rent 
$595.00/mo + 

deposit, 432-249-
0293 

208 Dolores 
Mountain Trail 
- Ft Davis, 4 BR 
/ 2 Baths, rent 
$1600.00/mo + 
Deposit, 432-249-
0293  

House for rent 
– 834 Sproul 
Road, 2200 sq ft, 
3 bed plus loft, 
2 ½ baths.  Call 
for appointment.  
(432)-426-4407 
Best view in Jeff  
Davis County.  
$2,200/mo, and 
utilities.  No 

indoor pets.  Re-
frigerator, range, 
washer and 
dryer included.  

Apartment for 
rent:  1 bed, 1 bath 
rental.  Available 
October 1st.  Call 
432-249-0569  

Approx. 950 sq. 
ft. house near 
middle school.  2 
bedroom 1 bath 
house.  $900/
mo, $500 deposit.  
Washer dryer 
hookups.  www.
rentalpine.com 
or call Travis 432-
386-3262.  

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fi ll night audit.  
Excellent pay and 
benefi ts.  Please 
apply in person 
at 2607 West 
Highway 90. 

Holiday Inn 
Express is seek-
ing dedicated 
employees to 
fi ll front desk, 
night audit, and 
housekeeping 
positions. Please 
apply in person at 
2004 East High-
way 90.   

I buy cast iron skil-
lets please text or 
call 512-963-7533  

Want to buy old 
Colt pistols and 
old Winchester 
Lever Action rifl es. 
Daytime phone 
#: 432-294-2094. 
Nights/weekends: 
432-364-2234  

GARAGE SALE

 ESTATE SALE – 
Country Club 
Estates – Alpine, 
September 
23/24, Sat/Sun 
9am-3pm, 1012 
Logan.  Antique 

Oak – dresser, 
lowboy with 
huge mirror, 
secretary/desk 
China cabinet, 
console table.  
Small kitchen ap-
pliances, Mexican 
dish ware, cast 
metal serving 
dishes, vintage 
and modern Tex-
ana décor items, 
baskets, coff ee 
table, small 
shelves, dressers, 
art, desk, bedside 

tables, rugs, gar-

den tools, linens, 

TVs and lots 

more!  Perfect for 

furnishing your 

casita or Air BNB! 
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Aramark Campus Dining
is now hiring for the 
following positions:

Daytime
Dishwasher

Day/Night Cook

Pay is based on experience.
Please visit our website to apply!

https://careers.aramark.com/

Questions? Call 432-837-8670

BBT IS HIRING!  
For consideration, please 

apply on-line at:   

 BBT website or via

https://www.indeed.com/

cmp/Big-Bend-Telephone

Brewster County 
Administrative Assistant

Brewster County is currently seeking qualified applicants for the position of 
Administrative Assistant under the Brewster County Judge and under the 
administrative direction of County Judge, Greg Henington. Position is open until 
filled.

Required Knowledge and Skills:

This position performs a variety of administrative and clerical duties to provide 
support for the office of the County Judge.; Must be able to work independently in 
the absence of specific instructions and establish and maintain effective working 
relationships with County employees and the public.

The Administrative Assistant is an employee of Brewster County. Therefore, 
the employee must understand and abide by the Brewster County Employee 
Handbook. Applicants must also demonstrate good people skills, must be able 
to follow directions and orders, and be a flexible team player. Salary dependent 
upon experience.  This position is also eligible for the Brewster County Employee 
Health and Benefits Package.

For a full Job Description and application, visit: www.brewstercountytx.com/
employment. Please complete an application and resume and submit to 
Brewster County Judge Greg Henington, PO Box 1601, Alpine, TX 79831 or in 
person Brewster County Courthouse, 201 W Ave E, Alpine, TX 79830 or can be 
submitted via email Greg.Henington@co.brewster.tx.us For questions, contact 
432-837-2412

is accepting applications for 

Customer Service 
Representative and 

Gift Shop Sales 
Associate

Day and evening shifts, 

weekday and weekends. 

Competitive compensation. 

Applications available at the front desk
or by emailing 

manager@hotelpaisano.com

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• FULL-TIME BOOKKEEPER

 with experience

• ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

• MEDICAL BILLER

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

• PART TIME - MAINTENANCE WORKER,

 PCHS locations

• HOUSEKEEPER- PART TIME

• FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST- Alpine

Now Hiring

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Shipping/Receiving Clerk with NEW PAY RATE 
OF $15.00 per hour to start. Opportunity to earn 
$16.00/per hour upon competent comple� on 
of training. Fast Track to Management

Responsibili� es include loading and 
unloading, forkli�  opera� on, prepara� on 
of shipping documents, verify deliveries, 
maintain warehouse and other general 
du� es.  Requirements: Must be willing to work 
fl exible hours including evenings, weekends 
and holidays, ability to work independently, 
verbal and wri� en communica� on skills, 
working knowledge of computers and forkli�  
experience preferred.  Opportunity to move 
to Supervisor level and pay within the fi rst 6 
months of employment.  Must be able to pass 
a pre-employment drug screen. 

Interested candidates should email or fax 
resume to (432)729-3071 Ext. 607 or texashr@
villagefarms.com, applica� ons are also 
available at Village Farms Security Sta� ons 3 
Miles N. Hwy 17 Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 
17 FT. Davis, TX.  

SW TEXAS: 19 ac by Rio Grande River. 

18 miles upriver from Presidio. 
 Highway & river access. 

Surveyed. Gated Entrance. Maintained Roads. 

Recreation / Building.Owner Financing. 

90-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE.  

$19,900 / $0 DOWN / $349 MONTH. 

www.westforkranches.com 

888-420-0200

Find the 

Avalanche on 

Facebook!

















www.savvylands.com
www.villagefarms.com
www.rentalpine.com
https://careers.aramark.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.westforkranches.com
www.brewstercountytx.com
https://www.indeed.com
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Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN- LCMS

1003 W. Holland Ave.

432-279-0744

www.redeemeralpinetx.com

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

Holy Cross
Anglican Church

Holy Communion Sunday 10:30am
Wed. Evening 6:00pm

Wed. Evening Bible Study 6:30pm

Pastor - Damien GroutPastor Wyatt Boutwell

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South � Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 � Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334

“I Say to You”
Recently, two different references to the 

Sermon on the Mount really made me think.  
First, a preacher told a story of when he was 
a new pastor.  A mentor advised him to read 
Jesus’ teachings in Matthew 5 – 7 every day 
for a month.  Doing that would help the words 
of Jesus seep into the new minister’s thoughts 
and attitudes and impact how he lives every 
day and how he treats others.  That sounds like 
useful guidance.

The very next day, I read a troubling article 
by a church leader who had heard from sev-
eral pastors that they were leaving the minis-
try.  A recurring reason was the response from 
their congregants to their preaching based on 
the Sermon on the Mount.  Church members 
told their pastors that those messages—such 
as “Turn the other cheek,” and “Love your 
enemies,” were too weak; that’s not what they 
wanted to hear.  The very words of Jesus from 
the gospels were unacceptable to them.  Are 
not the teachings of Jesus the very bedrock of 
our Christianity? 

Let’s look at a few points from Matthew 
chapters 5 through 7.  First, the sermon begins 
with the Beatitudes.  Remember the qualities 
that Jesus calls Blessed:  meekness, mercy, 
purity of heart, peacemaking.  These are not 
characteristics of the powerful, of the mighty, 

of the infl uential “winners” in society.  No, they 
are gentle traits, ways of being that refl ect the 
love and kindness and justice of Jesus.  

Another oft quoted verse from Jesus’ ser-
mon is “Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you.”  Do we stretch our love to 
those who are diff erent from us?  That’s what 
Jesus tells us to do. “Judge not,” Jesus says.  He 
warns against condemning others.  Too often, 
judgmental attitudes, especially in churches, 
repel people from the true good news of God.

The very heart of the gospel is found in the 
Sermon on the Mount.  Chapter 7, verse 12 in-
structs “So whatever you wish that others do to 
you, do also to them.”  If we adhere to that rule, 
we won’t stray far from the way Jesus wants 
us to live.

To pray “Thy will be done” is part of Jesus’ 
sermon, too.  All the guidance he gives tells us 
what God’s will is.  He uses phrases such as “I 
say to you” over a dozen times in his discourse, 
emphasizing the importance of his teachings 
to us.  His words tell us how to live in loving 
relationships with others.  The way of love and 
concern and prayer for all, even those who op-
pose us, is not easy.  “The way is hard,” Jesus 
says.  But he also says that if we hear the words 
and do them, our lives will be built upon God’s 
unshakeable foundation.  This week, challenge 
yourself to study the lessons of Jesus in Mat-
thew 5-7.  Let the words soak into your life and 
be your touchstone.  God’s will be done. Amen.

BY SUSAN CELAYA

First United Methodist Church

BREWSTER COUNTY AUDITOR

1. A competent accountant with at least 2 years’ 

considered);

details;

character and intelligence; and

PART-TIME

In what 
activities did you 
participate in high 
school?
I’ve participated in 
band all four years of 
high school. 

Who was your 
favorite teacher/
coach, and why?
My favorite teacher 
by far was Mrs. 
Crump. She was 
always helpful and so 
kind to everyone. 

What was your 
favorite moment 
the last four 
years?
My favorite moment 
the last four years 
was going on all the 
band trips.

What are your 
plans after high 
school? 
After high school 
I’d like to travel as 
much as possible. 

SE
NIO

R

Spot
ligh

t

Maya Doughty

Sponsored bySSS ddd bbb

111 N. 2nd St � Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine Community
Credit Union

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

On Tuesday, Brewster County 

Judge Eleazar Cano ordered all 

individuals living in the county 

to stay at home in their place of 

residence, prohibited all pub-

lic or private gatherings of any 

size, shut down all but essential 

businesses, and banned all travel 

except for essential activities.

In addition, he imposed a coun-

ty-wide curfew that ordered mem-

bers of the public to remain at their 

residences between 10 p.m.-5 a.m.

Cano’s supplemental order was 

effective at 11:59 p.m. on March 

31, and will continue until 11:59 

p.m. on April 7. The 

order can be seen in 

its entirety at the 

Alpine Avalanche 

Facebook page or 

alpineavalanche.

com.

As of press time, 

no cases of the coro-

navirus had yet been 

identi� ed in the Tri-County area.

Then at an emergency meeting 

Wednesday, the court designated 

Alpine pediatrician Dr. Ekta Es-

covar as the Brewster County lo-

cal health authority as it pertains 

to COVID-19 subject matter, 

and Cano said her duties could 

possibly expand in the future. 

Commissioner, Pct. 1, Betse 

Esparza pointed out that the 

county and the commissioners 

had already been named in a 

lawsuit and that Escovar could 

be a part of legal action in the 

future. Escovar con� rmed that 

she was aware.

Big Bend Regional Medi-

cal Center CEO Rick Flores 

clari� ed that Escovar would be 

functioning with the county as 

an independent medical provider 

and not as a representative of the 

Medical Center.

Also on Tuesday, Governor 

Greg Abbott told Texans to stay 

at home except for essential 

services and activities, and an-

nounced that schools would re-

main closed until at least May 4.

Abbott’s order goes into ef-

fect at 12:01 tonight and lasts 

until April 30, aligning it with 

the new end date for social-dis-

tancing guidelines announced 

by President Donald Trump on 

Monday.

The order supersedes the one 

Abbott issued March 19 limiting 

social gatherings to 10 people. 

The new order narrows that sig-

nificantly, and asks Texans to 

minimize social gatherings and 

in-person contact with people who 

are not in the same household.

INSIDE

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

Vol. 129 • No. 14 

Thursday, April 2, 2020  •  $1

BY ROXANNE HILL

Staff  Writer

BY GAIL DIANE YOVANOVICH

Managing Editor

See ONLINE • 6

See SHUTDOWN • 6

Alpine Middle School 

� fth grade math teacher 

Amanda Bolaños holds 

a sign showing love and 

encouragement to her 

students in the face of 

the school closures due 

to the coronavirus.

Technology and learn-

ing go hand in hand, and 

Alpine ISD is at the fore-

front, making sure stu-

dents are still fulfilling 

their educational respon-

sibilities, despite the state-

wide school shutdown due 

to COVID-19 concerns. 

Alpine High School 

Principal Justin Gonza-

les said 60% of the high 

school students were using 

a program called Edgenu-

ity, a leading provider of 

online learning for kinder-

garten through 12th grade. 

AISD uses online 

instruction for 

at-home learning 
Cano shuts down county

Lunch from the lunch ladies

Orders shelter-in-place, curfew

Eleazar 

Cano

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION

MAILED TO YOUR DOOR
$42

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.wtnb.com
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.mission.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.redeemeralpinetx.com
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating  

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT 

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND 

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 7727772755

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

DRUG STORE

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

BANKING

(432) 837-0094(432) 837-0094
102 W. Avenue E • Alpine, TX 79830

109 W. Hwy. 90 • Marathon, TX • (432) 386-4500

115 W. 3rd • Pecos, TX 79772 • (432) 445-9000

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435  |  877.493.7862  |  WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

2215 W 9TH

FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735

432-336-5289

CONSTRUCTION

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

JT @ 432�837�3334 OR EMAIL JT.MARONEY@ALPINEAVALANCHE.COM

DONNA @ 432�336�6432 OR EMAIL DONNA.GONZALEZ@FORTSTOCKTONPIONEER.COM

DESIGNER HOMES

432-284-1184

432-284-9003

Making Your Dream
Making Your Dream

Home Come True
Home Come True

GLASS & MIRROR SERVICES

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa, 

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We off er the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

2215 W 9TH | FORT STOCKTON

432-336-5289

HORSE BREEDINGDRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
www.agavehomehealth.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@fi ndaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo 
HAIR STYLIST

STORAGE

WELDING

REAL ESTATE

INVESTMENTS
TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

www.legacybrokergroup.com | 432-837-3325

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 
JT @ 432�837�3334 OR EMAIL JT.MARONEY@ALPINEAVALANCHE.COM

DONNA @ 432�336�6432 OR EMAIL DONNA.GONZALEZ@FORTSTOCKTONPIONEER.COM

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W. 
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

2215 W 9th. | FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735

432–290-4729

2215 W 9TH

FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735

432-336-5289

432-336-3314 
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

MOVING

TIRE DISPOSAL

Buying or Selling?

Colton Foster 432-294-3849

Residential · Commercial · Ranch

Clay Braden 325-315-6412

Call

or

Tire Disposal
Legally dispose of scrap tires! 
(TCEQ Permitted facility).
Fees: $8/semi tire and $6/auto, pickup, and trailer tires when 
delivered to West Odessa, TX
No super singles, agriculture or machinery tires.
Add $4/tire extra for pick-up service in Ft. Stockton. & $6/tire 

extra for pick-up service in Marathon & Alpine.

          (50 tire minimum for pick-up service)

Open daily during daylight hours. Cash, cards, checks okay.

Call  Call  432-614-1865432-614-1865    for more information.for more information.

Tire Disposal

4 3 2 - 6 14 -1 8 6 5

Angela Miles,
Realtor

804 N. Main | Fort Stockton
432-290-8038 | akmilesrealtor@yahoo.com

Let my years of experience work for you.

 Residential

 Commercial

 Ranch

 Property Management

�������	
������	�����������

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

SPA

Royal Beauty Studio

Eunice Page
Micropigmentation Artist

eunicebarronp@yahoo.com

237 W. 21st St. Fort Stockton Texas

Business Facebook:
Royal Beauty Studio

432-294-1565

REAL ESTATE

Limpia Realty
Serving Alpine, Fort Davis, Marfa, Terlingua and the far west Texas area.

(855) 546-7424
www.LimpiaRealty.com

Limpia
Self Storage

Storage units are available now!

609 E Holland

Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 386-9420

SPA

www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.bestwestem.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.limpiarealty.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.west.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com


 

After a sweltering sum-

mer, it seems as though 

fall is finally creeping 

in. Beyond the pump-

kin spice craze, many 

turn their thoughts to 

fall comfort food such 

as soups and casseroles. 

One of several ingredi-

ents that bring to mind 

the fall season are sweet 

potatoes.

Sweet potatoes have 

long been a part of the 

Thanksgiving or Christ-

mas meal traditions for 

most people. Until re-

cently that is. As folks 

are leaning towards 

healthier meals, sweet 

potatoes have taken on a 

greater supporting role in 

people’s diets. Diff erent 

than your standard white 

or red potato, sweet po-

tatoes are higher in fi ber 

when baked, but they’re 

also higher in sucrose, 

which is a complex car-

bohydrate. While still a 

sugar, this disaccharide 

takes longer to break 

down than monosac-

charides such as glucose 

or fructose, so it creates 

more lasting energy. Un-

like simple sugars, they 

also won’t spike blood 

sugar, and are good for 

your eyes, heart, and in-

fl ammation.

One of the health draw-
backs to this particular 
casserole, is the added 
brown sugar. However, 
this could easily be re-
placed for a substitute 

such as coconut palm 
sugar or unsweetened 
applesauce. If using ap-
plesauce, you may have 
to do a bit of experiment-
ing, but a one-to-one sub-

stitution ratio is a good 
beginning. Any other wet 
ingredients would need 
to be reduced by ¼ cup, 
however. 

This recipe uses melted 
butter, so that is the sole 
wet ingredient that would 
need to be reduced were 
you to use applesauce as 
your added sweetener. 
The sweetness of this 
casserole works well as 
a potluck side to roast-
ed chicken or smoked 
turkey and adds a great 
crunchy element to your 
meal thanks to the toast-
ed pecan streusel top-
ping. It also lends that 
great taste rosemary pro-
vides for potatoes of all 
types, adding that herba-
ceous savory element to 
the sweet.

Whether it be sweet or 
savory, potluck or family 
dinner, casseroles always 
make a great addition to 
any table. Therefore, 
if you’re searching for 
something different to 
make, utilize those cook-
books or the thousands of 
online options and fi nd 
a casserole that speaks 
to you of fall evenings 
shrouded in comfort.

Fall fellowship on your mind?
Casseroles are potluck perfect
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Community 

Forward
Trusted since 1891

Locally owned

704 E Holland Ave, Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

WHATEVER 
YOU'RE CRAVING, 

WE HAVE YOU 
COVERED!

900 E. Avenue E
Alpine, Texas

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Roasted Sweet Potato casserole with Rosemary-
Pecan Streusel

Courtesy photo

Roasted Sweet Potato Casserole with 

Rosemary-Pecan Streusel
Directions:

Preheat oven to 375 
degrees.

Lightly butter a 9 x 13-
inch baking dish.

Arrange half the 
sweet potatoes in one 
layer, overlapping as 
necessary, in the pre-
pared baking dish.

Top with ¼ cup melted 
butter and 2 tablespoons 
of sugar. Season with 
salt.

Repeat with a second 
layer of sweet potatoes, 
butter, sugar, and salt.

In a separate bowl, 

combine flour, pecans, 
salt, remaining ½ cup 
butter, ½ cup sugar, and 
rosemary.

Stir with a fork until 
clumps form. Sprinkle 
on top of potatoes.

Bake until potatoes 
are soft when pierced 
with a knife, around 55-
65 minutes.

Cover dish with foil 
for the last 10 minutes 
of baking if necessary to 
prevent over-browning.

Serve warm.

Ingredients:
1 cup (2 sticks) un-
salted butter, melted, 
divided, plus more for 
the baking dish.
4 large, sweet pota-
toes, sliced into ¼ inch 
coins.
½ cup plus 4 table-
spoons packed light 
brown sugar, divided.
Kosher salt
1 cup all-purpose flour 
spooned and leveled.
½ cup chopped, toasted 
pecans.
1 teaspoon fresh rose-
mary.
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