
 

The Brewster County commis-
sioner’s court held its regularly 
scheduled meeting on August 
22, at 9:30 a.m.

During this meeting, the court 
approved the county holiday 
calendar and commissioner Sara 
Colando, Pct. 2 shared that there 
was some promising progress 
being made for the Brewster 
County website.

County Judge, Greg Hening-
ton, gave his report and shared 
with the court that some of the 
staff have not completed their 
I.T. training which is a statute 

requirement that those in-
dividuals need to fulfill. 
The court approved ex-
tending the terms for ESD 
members to the end of the 
year and also approved 
the declaration of salvage 
items from the Alpine Fire 
Department and from the 
Justice of the Peace, Pct. 
1. The fi re department’s vehicles 
and items from the Justice’s ren-
ovated offi  ce will be added to the 
Rene Bates auctioneers website. 
There are three trucks as well as 
a ladder truck that aren’t usable 
for the county.

County Sheriff Ronny Dod-
son was present at this meeting 

for the ongoing discus-
sion of his office’s need 
for new tasers. The court 
approved a contract, with 
a payment overtime style 
of agreement, with Axon, 
a distributor for the tasers 
but will wait for the results 
from the Lonestar grant 
for the decision on body 

camera equipment. Dodson also 
mentioned that they were con-
sidering looking into acquiring 
a bomb detection canine unit, 
in light of the recent threat that 
disrupted school recently. “We 
waited two and a half hours for 
a bomb dog, if we had one lo-
cally, we could be in and out and 

school could resume, so I want 
to save enough money for that,” 
said Dodson.

On a related subject, the court 
also approved the new Operation 
Lonestar grant resolution. The 
award amount is projected to be 
about $762,335.16. This amount 
is to cover regular and overtime 
hours for deputies and various 
equipment, and well as fi re de-
partment and EMS supplies.

Another item on the agenda 
was the matter of the Genesis 
eBonds licensing and service 
provider agreement. Dodson 
explained to the court that this 

Big Bend country has long 
been home to the cowboy. And 
along with that home, comes 
the gear, the poetry, and the 
artwork depicting that way of 
life. 

Opening weekend for the 
37th Annual Trappings of Tex-
as exhibit at the Museum of the 
Big Bend begins the weekend 
of September 14-16. This an-
nual cowboy gear and art ex-
hibit came about 37 years ago, 
when local cowboy and poet 
Joel Nelson along with sad-
dle maker Gary Dunshee, and 
now retired English profes-
sor and writer Barney Nelson 
embarked upon a trip to Elko, 
Nevada to attend the National 
Cowboy Poetry Gathering. 

Part of this gathering includ-
ed an exhibit of exceptional 
cowboy gear and art. Believing 
that Alpine could host a simi-
lar event here in the heart of 
cattle country, they created the 
Texas Cowboy Poetry Gather-

ing, now the Lone Star Poetry 
Gathering, along with Trap-
pings of Texas.

Trappings of Texas has its 
home at the Museum of the Big 
Bend. This exhibit of artisan 
cowboy gear and fi ne western 

art showcases well-established 
artists alongside up and com-
ing craftsmen looking to hone 
their craft and make a name for 
themselves as western artists.

This year, the show and 
sale will be held in the new 

Emmett and Miriam McCoy 
building in the building’s tem-
porary exhibit space. In this 
expanded space, works will 
be highlighted in the Tom Lea 
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STAAR 
results show 
improvement 

needed in 
certain areas

Cowboy art, fi nery returns for Trappings

County may invest in bomb dog

The Alpine ISD Board 
of Trustees held their 
regularly scheduled 
meeting on Tuesday at 
5:30 p.m. One of the 
main items on the agen-
da were the results of the 
STAAR testing, that was 
being held up by the state 
along with some credits 
to the district from the 
construction companies 
that built the new high 
school.

First on the agenda 
were construction credits 
for a cafeteria projector 
and screen installation 
that the board failed to 
approve the purchase of 
earlier this year. The cost 
of the projector and the 
screen would have been 
an additional district pur-
chase of around $30,000 
with a $3,000 installation 
cost. Since the project 
was not approved by the 
board, the district was 
credited with the $3,000 
installation cost. The dis-
trict also received a $500 
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Colette Fowlkes ran amongst a group of 180 girls entered in the Division II race at this past Saturday’s Tall City Invi-
tational Cross-Country meet held at Midland’s Hogan Park.

Photo courtesy of Coach Cory Cason

Alpine runner shines bright in Midland

See TRAPPINGS • 6

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Trappings of Texas featured artist Alice Leese’s “Outrunning the Storm”, oil on panel, 12” x 
24”.

Photo courtesy of Museum of the Big Bend

Sheriff  
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Sammy Q. Morales

Sammy Q. Morales, 
58, of Alpine, passed 
away on Tuesday, Au-
gust 22, in Fort Stock-
ton.

Sammy was born 
in Pecos to Elizar 
Rodriguez and Cre-
sensania Morales on 
January 7, 1965. He 
graduated from Alpine 
High School. He was a 
kind man who focused 
on family and friends 
and was known for his 
great sense of humor 
and genuine smile. His 
hobbies were watching 
the Dallas Cowboys and 
practicing karate and 
watching Bruce Lee.

He is preceded in 
death by his parents 
Elizar Rodriguez and 
Cresensania Morales, 
aunt (second mom) 
Francis Tovar, uncle 
Facundo Tovar, mater-
nal grandmother Irene 
Q. Morales and paternal 
grandmother Eduvijes 
Rodriguez.

Sammy is survived by 
his siblings, Luis Espi-
noza, Terry E. Torres, 
Brenda Haynes, Leo 
Morales, Sally Morales, 
Jose Montez, Maria So-
corro Morales and nu-
merous nieces, nephews 
and friends.

Pallbearers will be 
Leroy Fierro, Gilbert 

(Gilly) Brijaba, David 
A. Morales, Michael 
A. Morales, Andrew J. 
Morales, and Facundo 
Tovar Jr.

Viewing will be held 
from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, Septem-
ber 2, at Our Lady of 
Peace Catholic Church 
in Alpine with Rosary 
recited at 11 a.m.

Funeral Mass will be 
held at 11:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, September 2, 
at Our Lady of Peace 
Catholic Church in Al-
pine with Father Hector 
Chicas offi  ciating. Final 
disposition of cremated 
remains will take place 
at a future date. Ar-
rangements are entrust-
ed to Eternity Funeral 
Home of Fort Stockton.

The family of Sammy 
wishes to extend our 
sincere thanks to Focus 
Care of Fort Stockton 
Nursing Home, Del 
Sol Medical Center of 
El Paso, Father Hector 
Chicas and Our Lady of 
Peace Catholic Church 
for opening their doors.

OBITUARY

Alpine Lady Buck Hannah Juett attempts to kill 
the ball in tournament play against the Denver 
City Mustangs this past weekend at the Fillie Fes-
tival tournament.

Photo by J.T. Maroney

Alpine Lady Bucks meet 

Denver City Mustangs

209 West Sul Ross, Alpine Texas | 432-837-2222 |  www.AlpineMemorialFuneralHome.com

Searching for A Meaningful Career?
WE WILL INVEST IN YOUR FUTURE - 

SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE TO QUALIFIED CANDIDATE

To start your new career as a Provisional Funeral Director & 
Embalmer, we're look for a candidate that has:

• High School Degree or GED equivalent, 5 years general work 
history, Military experience is appreciated

• Ability to successfully complete the online educational requirements 
to attain a 2-year Associates Degree in Mortuary Science

• Leadership skills with the ability to stay calm and effectively 

• Most importantly, the ability to professionally help families during 
the worst event of their lives. The loss of a loved one.

For Questions, please contact Kirk Betz at 432-837-2222 
or kbetz@alpinememorailfuernalhome.com

(This is a FULL-TIME, hourly position based out of Alpine, Texas)

REVENUE

ADOPTED

FY 2022-2023

PROPOSED

FY 2023-2024

NON DEPARTMENTAL – GENERAL 44,500$                $91,500

ADMINISTRATION 1,033,122$           $1,157,693

MUNICIPAL COURT 50,250$                $50,250

POLICE 4,850$  $4,650

AD VALOREM TAX 1,992,874$           $2,430,873

BULINDING SERVICES 94,000$                $94,000

ANIMAL CONTROL 47,450$                $47,450

PARKS / COMMUNITY RECREATION 24,000$                $25,500

STREETS 100,200$              $70,200

TRANSFERS 282,000$              $0

ALL TAXES 2,110,000$           $2,260,000

FIRE DEPARTMENT 20,000$                $0

General Fund Sub-Total 5,803,246$           $6,232,116

INTEREST & SINKING 149,817$              $147,909

NON DEPARTMENTAL – ENTERPRISE 6,500$  $75,000

WATER 1,961,000$           $1,961,000

SEWER 750,000$              $750,000

SANITATION / RECYCLING 2,278,650$           $2,440,350

TRANSFERS 702,114$              $1,451,545

AIRPORT 761,204$              $800,512

GAS FUND 2,217,000$           $2,225,000

Enterprise Fund Sub-Total 8,676,468$           $9,703,407

Tourism Fund - Hotel Occupancy Tax Sub-To 782,398$              $1,036,963

TOTAL REVENUE 15,411,929$     $17,120,395 9.98%

EXPENDITURES
ADOPTED

FY 2022-2023

PROPOSED

FY 2023-2024

NON DEPARTMENTAL – GENERAL 553,161$              $656,800

CITY GOVERNMENT 129,888$              $151,773

ADMINISTRATION 446,007$              $614,277

HUMAN RESOURCE 66,093$                $59,021

FINANCE 327,819$              $398,639

MUNICIPAL COURT 97,096$                $107,590

POLICE 1,397,900$           $1,425,199

FIRE DEPARTMENT 77,250$                $0

AD VALOREM TAX -$  -$  

BUILDING SERVICES 219,094$              $261,026

ANIMAL CONTROL 380,109$              $400,543

PARKS / COMMUNITY RECREATION 527,977$              $541,341

STREETS 1,467,802$           $1,543,353

BUILDING MAINTENENACE 113,050$              $72,554

General Fund Sub-Total 5,803,246$           $6,232,116

INTEREST & SINKING 149,817$              $147,909

NON DEPARTMENTAL – UTILITY BILLING 401,625$              $429,806

WATER 2,178,006$           $2,016,539

SEWER 949,161$              $1,944,686

SANITATION / RECYCLING 2,169,471$           $2,286,864

AIRPORT 761,204$              $800,512

GAS FUND 2,217,000$           $2,225,000

GAS FUND RESERVES -$  $0

Enterprise Fund Sub-Total 8,676,467$           $9,703,407

Tourism Fund - HOT Sub-Total 782,398$              $1,036,963

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 15,411,928$     $17,120,395 9.98%

 CITY OF ALPINE, TEXAS

 COMBINED BUDGET 

SUMMARIES

 CITY OF ALPINE, TEXAS

 COMBINED BUDGET 

SUMMARIES

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

1st MONTHRENT FREE

Rite of Christian

Initiation of Adults
(RCIA)

• Are you a visitor to the church who’s not

 Catholic but feels drawn to the Faith?

• Are you a baptized Catholic who’s never

• Are you a Catholic who just wants to know

 more about the Faith?

If you answered “YES” to any of these 

questions you should consider participating in 

the RCIA Process.

On September 5, 2023, at 5:30PM, weekly 

classes for the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults a journey of faith – a journey toward 

a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ begin. 

Church for more information 432-837-3304.
Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels

402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402
www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

NOTICE: 
Meal pricing will be raised to $8 starting August 1.

Kirsten Moody
Richard and Jean Zimmer
Ronnie DrewryJanet Tessier

Anonymous
Dana Mathis
Kiwanis Club God Bless America

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.sunshinehousealpine.com
www.home.com
www.bigbend.com
www.alpineretirementhomes.com
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‘Keep Big Bend Wild’ 

group wins national award
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

The American 
Legion Auxiliary as-
sembled feminine hy-
giene bags for Alpine 
ISD students and 
presented them to 
district nurse Gayla 
Owen, RN. Pictured 
are Auxiliary presi-
dent Sara Herman, 
Gayla Owen, and 
Judy Stokes.

Courtesy photo

American Legion Auxiliary gives to students

Mr. Vaughn Grisham’s Pract-
icum in Graphic Design and 

Practicum in Commercial 
Photography classes toured 

Kokernot Field to get a better 
understanding of the history 

of the ballpark. Thanks to the 
availability of Hotel Occu-

pancy Tax funds, these Alpine 
High School students will be 
creating an online showcase 
of the past, present, and fu-

ture of Kokernot Field.

Courtesy photo

Doing their 

homework

A grassroots group of 
citizens, who work under 
the moniker “Keep Big 
Bend Wild” became the 
recipient of the 2023 Na-
tional Park Service (NPS) 
Excellence in Wilderness 
Stewardship Award, in 
the category of external 
partner. This award rec-
ognizes wilderness stew-
ardship by an individual, 
team, or non-governmen-
tal partner. The group was 
honored for their contribu-
tions to rejuvenate wilder-
ness designation eff orts at 
Big Bend National Park 
(BBNP).

Their eff orts to formally 
designate wilderness areas 
by Congress within Big 
Bend National Park aids 
in reducing any uncer-
tainty about the future of 
the park and the direction 
in which it is being taken 
as visitation increases year 
to year. 

One of the ways BBNP 
is sustaining wilderness 
designation is by not im-
plementing any additional 
or new developments in 
areas of the park that do 
not already contain infra-
structure. Areas that al-
ready have infrastructure 
such as the public roads, 
the lodge, campgrounds, 
and certain areas along 
the Rio Grande would be 
maintained or improved 
and any future develop-

ment would occur in these 
areas only.

Forty years ago, over 
two-thirds of the park re-
ceived a formal wilderness 
designation by Congress, 
and the NPS successfully 
protected these lands by 
policy from development. 
This designation could 
be vulnerable however, if 
changes occur to future 
policy.

The collaboration be-
tween “Keep Big Bend 
Wild” and the NPS was 
able to bring the wilder-
ness issue back to the 
frontline in Texas. With 
partnerships between lo-

cal and regional govern-
ments, government of-
ficials, businesses, and 
even everyday Texans, 
the group and their eff orts 
have gained national rec-
ognition for keeping wil-
derness recommendation 
alive.

The awards ceremony 
took place in Washington, 
D.C. on August 23, where 
recently retired BBNP 
Superintendent Bob Kru-
menaker, and the current 
acting Superintendent 
Kendell Thompson were 
on-hand to accept the 
award from NPS Director 
Charles Sams.

Daily Specials 

& live entertainment

every night starting in September

DRAFT BEER on 

sale starting 

Labor Day 

Weekend!!

New Bar Menu

Now Hiring - Stop by 

for Application!

101 W Ave E | Alpine

Amigo is Alpine's local, neighborhood bar. We are a 
family-friendly, casual dining restaurant with a sports 
bar theme, a garage arcade and game room, and live 

entertainment most nights of the week - not just music 
but also game nights, run clubs, dart clubs and the like. 
Our menu features traditional west Texas and Tex-Mex 

cuisine alongside all your bar favorites like chicken 
wings and fried pickles and more.

Follow Amigo - Sports Bar & Restaurant
for weekly updates on live music and theme nights!

Open Daily 1130am - Midnight

Local Neighborhood 

Bar & Restaurant

Family Friendly 

Casual Dining

Dedicated Sports Bar 

w/ 6 large TVs

Trailer Sales, 
Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 
& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio • Marfa
432.729.4306 • 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

BBT IS HIRING!  
For consideration, please 

apply on-line at:   

 BBT website or via

https://www.indeed.com/

cmp/Big-Bend-Telephone
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www.marfainsurance.com
https://www.indeed.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

RESULTS

FOOTBALL

VOLLEYBALL

TRACK AND FIELD

SOCCER

BASEBALL

RODEO

BASKETBALL

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE 

SPORT TO WATCH OR 

ATTEND IN PERSON?

Total votes: 52

62%  (32 vote

2%  (1 votes)

8%  (4 votes)

10%  (5 vote)

4%  (2 votes)

12%  (6 votes)

4%  (2 votes)

Now the Avalanche asks: 

What is your favorite sport to 

watch or attend in person?

-Football

-Volleyball

-Track and Field

-Soccer

-Baseball

-Rodeo

-Basketball

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.

STAFF

J.T. Maroney

Publisher

jt.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

Kara Gerbert

Managing Editor

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

Joh Covington

Staff  Writer

joh.covington@alpineavalanche.com

Shelley Maroney

Offi  ce Manager

shelley.maroney@alpineavalanche.com

432-837-3334

www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Facebook: Alpine Avalanche

ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is 

published every Thursday morning at 

704 E. Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. 

Periodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-

pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff 

Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per 

year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the 

character, standing or reputation of 

any person, firm or corporation will 

be corrected when such occurs in this 

newspaper and is brought to the pub-

lisher’s attention.

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

Joseph Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

202-456-1111

Tony Gonzales

United States House 

of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

202-225-4511

John Cornyn

United States Senate

517 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4305

202-224-2934

Ted Cruz

United States Senate

185 Dirksen Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4306

202-224-5922

No matter the size 
or nature of your 
endeavor, whether 
you’re planning a 
professional con-
struction project or 
simply planting a 
tree in your back-
yard, reaching out 
to 811 is an essen-
tial step in protect-
ing underground utilities and 
ensuring everyone’s safety. 
According to the Texas Rail-
road Commission’s Pipeline 
Damage Prevention program, 
“Texas has more miles of 
pipeline than any other state. 
In reports submitted to the 
Texas Railroad Commission 
in 2020, 27 % of pipeline 

damages are done 
by people digging 
with hand tools, 
such as shovels.” 

So, how can you 
get involved? It’s 
simple. First and 
foremost, always 
remember to con-
tact 811 at least two 
business days be-

fore digging. When calling 
811, homeowners, DIYers, 
and contractors will connect 
to the local One-Call Center 
which notifi es the appropri-
ate utility company of their 
intent to dig. This will allow 
professional locators to mark 
the approximate location of 
underground utilities on your 

property, with flags, spray 
paint or both, preventing 
accidental damage. Spread 
the word about safe digging 
practices to your friends, 
family, and neighbors.

Texas811 has launched an 
extensive outreach effort, 
across various platforms, 
that ran August 1 through 
August 11. You’ll find us 
in podcasts, participating in 
informative radio and TV 
interviews, and leveraging 
the power of social media 
to reach millions of Texans. 
We encourage you to follow, 
like, and share our content 
to maximize our collective 
impact. Don’t forget to tag 
#Texas811. Together, we 

can create a ripple eff ect of 
awareness that protects our 
communities. Together, let’s 
make every dig a safe dig.

The mission of Texas811 is 
to facilitate damage preven-
tion, promote public safety, 
and protect the environment 
through stakeholder educa-
tion and communication. 

Let’s remember that safe 
digging is a responsibility 
we all share. By working to-
gether, we can safeguard our 
infrastructure, prevent dis-
ruptions to essential services, 
and most importantly, pro-
tect lives. Join Texas811 and 
help us build a safer, more 
informed Texas—one dig at 
a time!

Importance of 811: Call before you dig

“You can learn many 
things from children. How 
much patience you have, for 
instance.”

— Franklin P. Adams 
(1881 – 1960) New York 

Times columnist known for 
his wit and his newspaper 

column, “The Conning 
Tower.”

My recent rummaging 
through a lifetime of photo-
graphs, negatives, and slides 
seeking some sort of organi-
zational semblance for con-
version to digital has been 
educational. 

First, it’s taught me that 
making fun of my mother, 
who always wrote notes on 
the back of her photos, isn’t 
nearly as funny now as it 
seemed back then. I wish 
I had been that funny with 
some of my photos. Trivial 
things, like names, dates, 
and places would be nice 
about now.

Second, gazing at a gazil-
lion images of my children’s 
parties, vacations, school 
events, and more, has re-
minded me of how much 
I’ve learned. While thinking 
I was imparting wisdom to 
them. 

Like the time my son, Lee, 
wanted to go with me to the 
Museum of Automobiles’ 
annual antique car show 
and swap meet on Petit Jean 
Mountain near Morrilton, 
Arkansas. Sometime in the 
1980s. There were no dates 
on the photos. And it wasn’t 
funny. Lee must have been 

about fi ve or six.
Nightfal l  came 

quickly for a day 
that had started many 
hours and miles earli-
er. My mission was to 
find as many things 
as I could on a wish 
list of old car parts 
needed to keep my 
steed of oldies but 
goodies roadworthy.

Arriving around lunch, we 
walked the swap meet until 
dusk. Sifting through vent 
windows and valve cov-
ers, carburetors and chrome 
trim. All off ered for sale by 
hundreds of vendors across 
acres of Arkansas mountain-
side.

My parents, who tagged 
along just for the trip, had 
called it a day earlier and 
retired to the room next to 
the one my son and I shared 
at the small motel near the 
mountain. Lee swam while 
I visited with friends from 
Shreveport, comparing notes 
on our most prized fi nds for 
the day.

It wasn’t long until Lee 
announced he was tired and 
ready for bed. “Two things,” 
I told him. “One, Grand-
mother and Grandaddy are 
asleep in the room next door. 
Be quiet so that you don’t 
wake them. The other is 
watch TV for a few minutes 
until I come up. Don’t go to 
sleep and leave me locked 
out.”

“OK,” he assured me. I 
gave him the room key and 
watched him drip pool wa-

ter all the way up 
to the room and 
close the door. 
All in sight of the 
pool.

Arr iv ing  a t 
the same door 
shortly after, I 
knocked lightly. 
No response . 
“Surely, he’s not 

already asleep,” I thought. I 
knocked on the door again 
and called out, “Open that 
door right now. I know 
you’re in there.”

Motel guests moving in 
next door cast a glance my 
direction while maneuvering 
luggage. I smiled. “Trying 
to get my son’s attention,” 
I laughed. They smiled cor-
dially and disappeared into 
their room. I had the feeling 
they were watching from 
behind closed curtains to 
see just what sort of nut they 
were staying next to. 

One more knock and one 
more request. A little louder. 
“Come on, open this door.” 
It had been a day long on 
travel and walking. And I 
was growing short on pa-
tience.

As I wondered why my 
son was not responding to 
my requests, I thought about 
our sharing the day together. 
He was patient while watch-
ing me dig through boxes of 
parts and pieces. Probably 
curious about someone’s 
fascination with old rusty 
car junk. 

I tried to exercise patience 
on my part as we waited in 

line every half hour at the 
rows of “Port-O-Johns.” 
Trying to remember what it 
was like to have a fi rst-grad-
er’s endurance.

Still trying to exercise pa-
tience, I knocked on the door 
again. “Open this door … 
right now.”

I understood that there 
were things he surely would 
rather be doing than follow-
ing me around. I also noticed 
he was taking two steps just 
to keep up with my leisurely 
walking pace.

One more time, I asked. 
Nicely. “Please open the 
door.” Just as I was contem-
plating my next move, the 
door opened. “Mom,” what 
are you ….?” My sleepy-
eyed mother had come from 
the connecting room next 
door to let me in.

“See,” I scolded my son. 
“You woke up Grandmother 
and Granddaddy.”

“No,” Lee corrected me. 
“You woke them up knock-
ing on the door.”

“Why didn’t you let me 
in,” I asked?

“Dad, you told me to nev-
er open the door unless you 
were sure it was you,” he 
replied. “You never told me 
that was you wanting in.”

Patience. Understanding. 
Lessons learned. I smiled 
looking at the pictures last 
week. Hoping I had learned 
half as well as he did as the 
years passed.

I also smiled knowing dig-
ital photos have dates.

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

Lessons learned while thinking I was teaching

RANDY GUZMAN
City of Alpine

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Send your community events to 

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sept 1 First Friday Song Swap, 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Far West Guitars 
114 N. 6th Street.

Sept 2-3 Big Bend Gun and 
Knife Show, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Sul Ross State 
University Pete P. Gallego Center.

Sept 2 4-H Kickoff , 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Brewster County Court-
house lawn for fun, games, and re-
freshments.

Sept 8 Hootenanny, 4 p.m. to 
5 :30 p.m. at the Visit Alpine Pavilion 
106 N. 3rd Street featuring music 
by Davis Kowal and Friends, Carlos 
Maxwell, Neil Trammell, and Michael 
Turko Turcot.

Sept 15-16 West Fest Cabrito 
Cookoff, 6 p.m. registration for 
cookers at Post Park in Marathon, 
benefi tting the Marathon Volunteer 
Fire Department.

Sept 16 Coach Keith Memo-
rial 5k/Our Lady of Peace Fall 
Festival, 8 a.m. to 11 a.m., the race 
kicks off  the church’s annual Fall Fes-
tival. See the Visit Alpine website to 
register.

Sept 21-23 78th Annual Sul 
Ross Rodeo, 7 p.m. at the Sul Ross 
SALE Arena.

Sept 22-24 CERT  Basic Train-
ing, at Barton Warnock Center. The 
public can register at preparingtexas.
org by entering G-317 and searching 
for the date for the class in Terlingua. 
Participants are required to obtain a 
FREE FEMA student ID number. For 
more information on CERT go to 
FEMA.gov and for more information 
on this class contact Richard Hildreth 
at richard.hildreth@tpwd.texas.gov.

Sept 23 FREE ENTRY, to Big 

Bend National Park

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 
E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules avail-
able on front door. For more in-
formation, call 915-562-4081 or 
aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting, 

noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-
ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 
meeting,  6:30 p.m., second 
Monday each month, Legion 
Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner 
provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave.  

Big Bend Amateur Radio 
Club meeting, 7 p.m., second 
Tuesday each month, Frontier Ma-
sonic Lodge #766, 2300 Highway 
118 North.

Big Bend Community Cho-
rale rehearsals, on Monday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. in the First United 
Methodist Church sanctuary in 
Alpine. All are welcome, but first 
contact Andrew Alegria at Andrew.
alegria@sulross.edu, call 432-837-
8216, or visit bbcchorale.wixsite.
com/bbcc.   

Celebrate Recovery, at Big 
Bend Cowboy Church on Monday 
evenings 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For more 
information contact CW at 432-
386-3628 or Stacey at 432-386-
2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine 
Public Library by appointment only, 
805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-
837-2621 to make an appointment.  

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-
837-2621 to make an appointment.  

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, noon, 
Wednesdays at the Sul Ross Univer-
sity Center, room 210

Alpine Humane Society 
Pet of the Week is Binx. 
Binx says, “I’m an elite 
predator. I know my way 
around hunting my toys, 
and my sneak attacks are 
fl awless. I gladly will show 
my sister and brother my 
strength as I wrestle them.”

“Don’t get me wrong 
though - a cuddle with 
a small head rub is the 
purrrfect way to wind 
down after a workout. If 
you are a hunter, too, may-
be we can compare our 
skills. Please come by the 
Shelter to meet me today!”

Don’t miss Alpine Hu-
mane Society’s Burger 
Basket Fundraiser on 
September 15 at Skelton’s 
Runway. Contributing 
sponsors include Far West 
Texas Cattle Company, 
Porter’s, and Skelton’s 
Runway. Get a burger, 
chips, and a beverage for 
$12 and support AHS.

Proceeds from the event 
will support the services 
AHS provides to the pets 
and owners of our com-
munities. 

Pet promotions are cour-
tesy of Alpine Humane So-

ciety. Alpine Animal Ser-
vices handles pet adoptions 
at the city shelter, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and 2 to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
at 2900 E. Old Marathon 
Highway. For information 
about shelter pet adoptions, 
cremation services, or lost/
found pets, call the shelter 
at 432-837-9030.

The Alpine Humane So-
ciety Thrift Store and Cat-
tery is at 706 N. 5th Street 
in Alpine, open 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Sat-
urday. The Pet Pantry re-
cently moved to 600 N. 5th 
Street. The AHS Helpline 
is 432-837-2532. To view 
adoptable pets, visit Pet-
Finder.com or www.alpin-
ehumanesociety.org, and 
check us out on Facebook 
and Instagram.

PET OF THE WEEK

If you could have any 
superpower, what 

would it be?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Marissa Anderson: 
If I could have any 

superpower, I would 
probably choose 

teleportation! I’d love 
to be able to travel in 

an instant!

Shatiel Brant: If 
I could have any 

superpower, I’d say 
breathing underwater! 
Th at was harder than 
I thought. I don’t feel 

like it’s fair to only 
choose one though. 

Every superhero I can 
think of has more than 

one superpower.

Halee Holland: My 
superpower would 

allow me to pull 
anything I need out of 
any bag or pocket like 

Mary Poppins.

Andrea Covington: 
Shapeshift ing! Need to 
fl y? Turn into a bird. 
Need to hide? Turn 

into a rock.

Reed Ferjo: If it’s 
invisibility, I don’t 

want that. I want to be 
SEEN!

Notice of Public Hearing on 

Brewster CAD Budget

The Brewster CAD will hold a public hearing on a 

proposed budget for the2024 fiscal year.

The public hearing will be held on September 12th@ 

2:00pm at Commissioners Court Room located at 201 

W Ave E. A summary of the appraisal district budget 

follows: 

The total amount of the proposed budget. $654 724

The total amount of increase over the

current year’s budget. $6995

The number of employees compensated

under the proposed budget.  7

The number of employees compensated

under the current budget.  7

The appraisal district is supported solely by payments 

from the local taxing units served by the appraisal 

district. 

If approved by the appraisal district board of directors at 

the public hearing, this proposed budget will take effect 

automatically unless disapproved by the governing bodies 

of the county, school districts, cities and towns served by 

the appraisal district. 

A copy of the proposed budget is available for public 

inspection in the office of each of those governing bodies. 

A copy is also available for public inspection at the 

appraisal district office located at 107 W Ave E. 

The phone number of the Brewster CAD is

432-837-2558. 

The address is 107 W Ave E.

NOTICE OF ADDING ADDRESS 

OF OFFICES AND DESIGNATING 

ADDITIONAL MEETING PLACE OF

LAJITAS UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1

THE STATE OF TEXAS  §

 §

COUNTY OF BREWSTER  §

TO THE RESIDENTS AND TAXPAYERS OF LAJITAS 

UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 AND TO ALL PERSONS 

INTERESTED IN THE MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS OF SUCH DISTRICT:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Directors 

of Lajitas Utility District No. 1 (the “District”) has 

previously established offices and meeting places 

outside the boundaries of the District at various 

places and the Board wishes to add an additional 

District office outside the boundaries of the District at 

Terrill & Waldrop, LLC, 810 W. 10th Street, Austin, Texas 

78701, which is hereby established as an additional 

meeting place for the District and for the purpose 

of filing and maintaining the District's records and is 

hereby declared to be a public place and open to the 

public.

The addresses of all other offices and meeting places 

previously established by the Board of Directors of the 

District remain the same.

The mailing address of the District shall be c/o Terrill & 

Waldrop, LLC, 810 W. 10th Street, Austin, Texas 78701.

All residents and taxpayers of Lajitas Utility District No. 

1 and all other interested persons are hereby invited 

to attend all meetings of the Board of Directors.

/s/ THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LAJITAS UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1

THE MARFA GOLF CLASSIC
September 30 and October 1

Marfa Golf Course
Two-Person Scramble Flighted After First Round - $400

Deadline for entry is September 1st
Limited to the First 54 teams PAID IN FULL NO ECXCEPTIONS

**NO PHONE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED**

SATURDAY SEPT 30 & SUNDAY OCT 1
8:00 AND 1:30 TEE TIMESS

LUNCH ON COURSE PROVIDED
7:30 DINNER AT THE MARFA VISITORS CENTER ON SATURDAY EVENING

TOURNAMENT PAYS DAY MONEY ON BOTH DAYS
EACH FLIGHT WILL PAY $550, $750 
AND $1,300 FOR THE 2-DAY TOTAL

Contact Pro Shop for Cart Reservations 432-729-4043

For Info Call:
 Eddie Pallarez Yvonne Lujan Rosela Rivera Mario Ontiveros
 432-295-3105 432-295-0116 432-386-3477 432-244-9610

Email:presidiocogc@gmail.com
For Registration Send Check Payment to:

Presidio County Golf Committee, P O Box 1143, Marfa, TX 79843

 

www.fema.gov
www.aa-intergroup.org
www.visitmarfa.com
www.finder.com
www.ehumanesociety.org
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credit for IFP outlets for 
the welding shop that Mr. 
Doug Fox and Mr. Adam 
Llanez said they did not 
need. These are panels 
placed in the walls that 
hold additional HDMI 
and network connec-
tions.

As far as STAAR test-
ing is concerned, the dis-
trict began tracking stu-
dents’ progress in each 
subject in September of 
2022, with an update in 
December of 2022 on 
their progress, and again 
in March of 2023 before 
testing began in April 
and May. All students 
who met the approaches 
level were considered 
passing, while those 
who obtained the meets 
level of a tested subject 
met their grade level. 
Students who mastered a 
subject were considered 
to have tested above 
their grade level, and a 
60% average was con-
sidered an ‘A’ by state 
standards.

 In math approaches, 

eighth grade and Alge-
bra I met their end of 
year goals of 90%, and 
actually surpassed the 
90 percentiles by 3%.  
Eighth graders began the 
year with 20% of the stu-
dents meeting grade lev-
el and at the end of the 
year 93% of eighth grad-
ers had met their grade 
level in math. Likewise 
in Algebra I, only 1% of 
students were at grade 
level in September, but 
they also reached 93% 
at the end of the year. 
Fifth graders seemed 
to struggle the most in 
this category by having 
only 22% at grade level 
in September, increas-
ing in March to 52%, but 
by actual test time had 
dropped at the end of the 
year to 48%. All fourth, 
sixth, and seventh grad-
ers ended the year over 
the 70% mark at meet-
ing their grade level in 
math. Algebra I students 
were the only students to 
exceed their grade level 
from the beginning to 

the end of the year in all 
math categories, includ-
ing mastering their grade 
level with a combined 
total of all approaching, 
meeting, and mastering 
of 61%.

In the reading por-
tion of the STAAR test-
ing goals, all grades 
increased or surpassed 
their end of year goals 
with the exception of the 
master portion of the test 
subject, but all students 
passed by 60% in ap-
proaches. Dr. Michelle 
Rinehart, AISD superin-
tendent, had this to say 
on the matter. “While 
this is purely conjecture 
on our part here at the 
administration, we be-
lieve the reason the mas-
ter portion of the reading 
was diff erent with little 
increase and the 30% 
end of year goal unmet 
was due to the STAAR 
test itself having a writ-
ing portion. Likewise, 
the practice testing in 
December also showed 
a drop in master per-

centages due to a writ-
ing portion as well.” In 
the remaining two tested 
subjects, both science 
and social studies for 
fi fth grade, eighth grade, 
and biology along with 
eighth grade and U.S. 
history for social studies 
increased from Septem-
ber to the end of year 
testing.

Other items on the 
agenda included discus-
sion on tax rates, local 
CAD projections for 
both the current $40,000 
homestead exemption as 
well as the $100,000 ex-
emption up for a vote in 
November, consideration 
of AISD’s legislative pri-
orities for 2023-2024, 
and serious discussion 
about public and private 
school partnerships to 
help increase state fund-
ing before the board en-
tered closed session. The 
next regular Alpine ISD 
meeting is scheduled for 
September 20 at 5:30 
p.m.

is an online program 
that the clerk’s, sheriff s, 
and bondsman offices 
can join that will update 
parties on the status of 
bonded individuals pres-
ent without having to 
call the offi  ces. This item 
was approved as it will 
not cost the county any-
thing and will provide a 
streamlining service.

The court extended 
the Brewster County 
burn ban and approved 
the funding for EMT 
training for the County 
Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator after 
Stephanie Elmore, the 
coordinator, presented 
her general report. The 
court approved the line-

item transfer of $2,000 
from the water tanks 
fund for training.

The court also dis-
cussed the possibility of 
establishing a registra-
tion fee for short term 
rentals in Brewster 
County outside the city 
limits of Alpine. One 
idea that was proposed 
for this fee was that reg-
istration would be free 
for a period of time and 
then a fee would be en-
forced for those who 
did not cooperate in that 
timeframe.

The next Brewster 
County commissioners 
court meeting will be 
held on September 12 at 
9:30 a.m.

COUNTY • FROM 1TRAPPINGS • FROM 1

AISD • FROM 1

Gallery, featuring his 
paintings which tell the 
history of beef cattle in 
the Americas. In addi-
tion to Lea, Fred Darge’s 
work capturing ranching 
in the southern section 
of Brewster County in 
what is now a part of Big 
Bend National Park will 
be adorning the hallways 
of the new building, 
melding the historic with 
the contemporary art and 
custom cowboy gear.

Each year, the Trap-
pings exhibit showcases 
an artist. This year’s pre-
mier artist is Alice Leese. 
Leese lives and works 
on a ranch in Winkler 
County and continues to 

hone her craft of depict-
ing western art and land-
scapes including many of 
Big Bend National Park.

Museum director Mary 
Bones told the Avalanche 
she looks forward to this 
unique event each year. 
“We are so excited to 
have on exhibit and on 
sale some of the best art 
and gear in the new Em-

mett and Miriam McCoy 
building. What makes 
Trappings such a unique 
event is that many of the 
artists are here for the 
entire weekend,” said 
Bones. “This gives the 
buyers and folks who are 
interested in understand-
ing how they create their 
work an opportunity to 
learn from some of the 

best. Friday and Satur-
day we will have artists 
set up on the Cultural 
Events patio to work on 
their projects, so visitors 
can see them at work and 
have the chance to listen 
to some of the best sto-
rytellers in the country,” 
Bones added.

The Trappings exhibit 
begins on Thursday eve-
ning, September 14 at 
5 p.m. with a preview 
party at the museum and 
continues through the 
Saturday evening. For 
more information visit 
the museum website at 
www.museumofthebig-
bend.com or call 432-
837-8145.

“Friday and Saturday we will have artists 
set up on the Cultural Events patio 

to work on their projects, so visitors can 
see them at work and have the chance to 
listen to some of the best storytellers in the 
country.”

— Mary Bones, Museum of the Big Bend director

Sale ends 9/30/23

Come in Come in 

and check and check 

out our out our 

daily Drink daily Drink 

Specials and Specials and 

Giveaways!Giveaways!

Live Live 

music this music this 

weekend!weekend!

18YR AND UP

 WELCOMED

www.morrisonhardware.com
www.bend.com
www.vicepas.com
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TEXAS

CROSSWORD
by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX JoBeth Williams

      1980 comedy

      “____ Crazy”

  5  poetic sea eagle

  6  simplifi ed “night”

  7  TXism: “_  ___

      hombre” (mean)

  8  ___ of war

  9  TXism: “fi ts like

      ugly on an ___”

12  apron, e.g.

17  spice up

19  TXism: “___  ___

      hat and no cattle”

      (pretentious)

21  Fort Worth money

      plant uses magnetic

      3-down inks to foil 

      counter_______

22  the Alsatian ______

      group founded

      Castroville, Texas

23  1924 slogan: “Me

      for __  ___  _ Ain’t

      Got a Durned

      Thing Against Pa” 

28  TXism: “he ain’t got

      both ____ in the 

      water” (slow witted)

29  cowboy headgears

30  it was once Formosa  

31  TXism: “__  ___

      pope Catholic?”

      (yes)

35  this Porter was in

      “True Blood” with

      TX Jim Parrack

36  1976 fi lm starring

      TX Kristofferson and

      Streisand (4 wds.)

42  TXism: “_____  __

      __ the wall and see 

      if it sticks” (try it out)

  1  TX John Cornyn is

      on the ______

      _______ committee

  2  “Jackson County

      Herald-_______’

      (newspaper)

  3  see 21-across

  4  Texas fi lm critic, Rex

  9  to state or assert

10  TX George H.W.’s

      “Operations Desert

      Storm” (3 wds.)

11  TX Perot’s fi rst

      naval rank (abbr.)

44  “got _  ____ in the door”

46  Diego __  ______ is often

      credited with leading an

      early Spanish expedition

48  TXism: “in _  ____ age”

      (long time)

49  “don’t have a ___ to

      stand on” (can’t prove it)

50  “t” letters in 38-down

51  TX Martha Hyer fi lm:

      “The ____ of Katie Elder”

52  pianist, TX Cliburn (init.)

53  Gulf shrimp

      catcher (2 wds.)

54  a fi ght between

      Texas clans

56  was victorious

57  he took title from TX

      Foreman in 1974  

58  TXism: “rug ___”

      (child)

12  TXism: “___ could

      talk the legs off an

      iron stove”

13  TXism: “give __ 

      ___  _____ without

      the sizzle” (be brief)

14  workplace safety agcy.

15  TX Pride’s “I ____

      Believe That You’ve

      Stopped Loving Me”

16  Frankston’s KOYE,

      at its beginning

18  “give __  _ rest”

20  TX Chiles (init.)

23  __ Pleasant (abbr.)

24  Friona High class

25  HIV disease

26  “Wet ‘_’ ____” in

      Anthony, Texas

27  TX Wise, DT of the

      Kansas City Chiefs

32  a graduating high

      schooler (abbr.)

33  Texas semicon-

      ductor co. 

34  Baptist university

      in Abilene (abbr.

      without the “U”)

36  “I ___ to” (intend)

37  RBI for an Astro, e.g.

38  Hebrew bible

39  Baylor grad Clu

      Gulager 1979 fi lm: 

      “A Force __  ___”

40  “rules the _____”

41  “not” prefi x

43  TXism: “would ___ a

      maggot” (tastes bad)

45  TXism: “dot the i’s

      and cross the __”  

47 in Hill County on 

      highway 171

48  TXism: “tear jerker”

      (_  ___ movie)

55  military subdivision

P-1652
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Last Puzzle

 Solution

S-1651

      A B L E
      B O A S
      B O U T
      O K R A
      T E E   O R C H A R D
      T R A P  H U L A S K I R T
        T O   S U N S  G E O
 C L A S S A  E I G H T B A L L  D R
 S T R E A M   S A I L   O U N C E
  D A N I E L G O L D I N  W E A R A
   B A L L O O N   N A   D R O P
    T O I N D I A  G I L L E Y S
    E R A   V S   L I B R A S
         Y O U C R O S S
          A L O A N
          K T O N
           R T C
           A S H       
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LOOKING BACKEST 1891
S   B  B  

 D  M  C

Alpine Avalanche

Sale ends 9/30/23

Dear Neil: I’m having one 

or two large limbs breaking 

out of my 100-year-old pe-

can trees every week. We’ve 

had no wind or storms. 

They just snap and fall. Is 

this being caused by the 

heat and drought?

I think that’s entirely possi-
ble. Trees put on a good bit of 
new growth last spring when 
we did have a fair supply of 
rain. Pecan crops have even 
been moderately good this 
year, adding more weight to 
the branches. Pecan wood is 
notoriously brittle, so it’s not 
unusual for their branches to 
break if they are weakened 
for any reason. I even lost 
a major branch from a very 
large Shumard red oak on 
our property one week ago. 
It crushed a large garden urn 
and broke branches from 
several adjacent trees. It all 
speaks to the need to have 
your trees checked regularly 
by a certifi ed arborist.

Dear Neil: Our house 

faces west with no shade. 

I planted six boxwoods 

but lost them all to freeze 

or heat. I need a plant not 

more than fi ve feet tall. I 

do water, so drought toler-

ance is not critical. I do not 

want to have to cover them 

in winter. Any suggestions?

Yes. I’m a big fan of 

dwarf hollies and have al-

ways counted on them for 

that exact type of setting. In 

fact, I have dozens of them 

in our landscape, both in full 

sun and heavy shade. In that 

size range I’ve used dwarf 

yaupon holly (no spines 

on leaves) and Carissa hol-

lies (single spine on leaves, 

plus the plants are not quite 

as well suited to west re-

fl ected sun off  walls). I use 
dwarf Chinese hollies a lot 
even though they’re prickly. 
I have them along our front 
entry walk and no one has 
ever complained about being 
stuck by them in the 46 years 
that they’ve been there. And 
dwarf Burford holly is the 
tallest of my dwarf hollies. It 
can be kept at 40 to 48 inches 
with occasional pruning.

Actually, I have a good 
many wintergreen Japanese 
boxwoods in our front land-
scape. They comple-
ment our hollies. 
I’ve also used many 
compact nandinas, 
also Harbour Dwarf, 
Flirt, and other dwarf 
nandinas. All of 
those plants will fi ll 
your bill if you wa-
ter them deeply and 
regularly during their 
first several years 
until they’re estab-
lished. Most losses 
happen in their fi rst 
two or three years.

Dear Neil: This is 

one of seven Nellie 

R. Stevens hollies 

I planted in October 2021 
along with 15 Arizona cy-
presses. All have been do-
ing well except for this one 
holly. I have drip lines sur-
rounding the bases of each 
tree. I leave them running 
twice a week for 45 minutes 
each time. When I saw the 
top of this plant in distress 
two weeks ago, I gave it ad-
ditional water daily, but it 
has continued to go down-
hill. Do you have any sug-
gestions in case another 
tree starts to develop these 

symptoms?

The drip irrigation didn’t 
get to this plant with enough 
water. Either it didn’t reach 
the bottom of the soil ball and 
a signifi cant portion of the 
root system was lost or it was 
plugged, and it didn’t deliver 
enough water. Rodents may 
even have chewed into it. Un-
fortunately, with hollies, by 
the time you see symptoms of 
drought damage, it’s usually 
too late to turn things around. 
It’s lucky that so much of the 

plant is still green and alive. 
Any of the browned growth 
can be cut out, then the plant 
can be reshaped and allowed 
to fi ll back in. In a few years, 
if you keep them all watered 
and fed properly, you prob-
ably won’t be able to tell the 
diff erence.

Have a question you’d like 
Neil to consider? E-mail him 
at mailbag@sperrygardens.
com. Neil regrets that he can-
not reply to questions indi-
vidually.

Holly varieties are great at producing shade for landscapes

September 29, 1950
Doctors gathered at the Holland Hotel for the Big Bend Medical Association meeting two 
weeks ago and stayed to listen to researchers of cancer control. Drs. Pete Heslington, Lee 
Wilcox, and George Turner spoke to the doctors about their research and new methods.

September 3, 1948
Antelope lodge is the newest tourist court in Alpine, and its construction is almost com-
plete. With 30 rental units, the court’s development is a response to the increase in tour-
ism in the area. Fifty percent of the lodge is complete and open for business. 

September 11, 1953

The Lions Club will 
have a special guest 
at the next Tuesday 
meeting. Governor 
of district 2-T2, Li-
ons International, 
R.A. Lipscomb will 
be meeting with the 
club at the Holland 
Hotel. Lipscomb 
resides in Wink and 
his district has 37 
clubs’ total. He will 
be advising the local 
club members about 
administration and 
humanitarian ser-
vice.

September 3, 

1948

The Boy Scout 
e x e c u t i v e s 
from Texas, 
New Mexico, 
and Oklahoma 
held a con-
ference last 
week in Al-
pine at the Sul 
Ross college. 
An instructor 
from Dallas, 
Gus Genner, 
is shown here, 
lecturing on 
the use of the 
compass. 

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

www.morrisonhardware.com
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 Sports

The Alpine Bucks 
football team was tipped 
41-36 in Friday’s non-
district challenge by the 
visiting Mountain View 
Lobos from El Paso.

At the Friday night 
game, the stands were 
full of supportive spec-
tators and the Alpine 
Fightin’ Buck Band.

New head coach and 
athletic director, Andy 
Smith agreed, “The at-
mosphere at the game 
was absolutely amaz-

ing, our kids fed off  the 
crowd’s energy through-
out the game and it 
helped us mount a come-
back. The result was not 
what we wanted but I 
am proud of our kids’ ef-
fort, attitude, and tough-
ness. We showed a lot of 
grit, and we were able 
to overcome adversity 
throughout the game.”

This game against 
Mountain View was a 
great measure of how far 
the Bucks have come. 
Last year they played the 
Lobos and lost 40-13. 
However, in this game 

they were meeting them 

many times play for play.

“We started out slow in 

the fi rst half but began to 

pick up steam late in the 

second quarter. We went 

into half time and our 

coaches did a great job of 

staying calm, making the 

proper halftime adjust-

ments, and we executed 

well in the second half,” 

said Smith.

Smith and his team 

have been putting in 

a lot of effort in the Alpine running back Logan Smith carries the ball towards the Bucks’ goal 
line during last Friday’s match-up against Mountain View.

Photo courtesy of Felipe Fierro

Alpine Bucks narrowly tipped by Mountain View
BY JOH COVINGTON

Staff  Writer

See FOOTBALL • 9

The Alpine Runnin’ 
Bucks set off amongst 
over 700 runners this 
past weekend at the 
Sibley Nature Center 
in Midland during the 
Tall City Invitational 
this past Saturday. The 
high school girls faced 
180 Division II runners, 
while the boys faced 220. 
Alpine Middle School 
was also a part of the ac-
tion on Saturday.

Sports Schedule
FIGHTIN’ BUCKS FOOTBALL 
Sept. 1 Fort Stockton @ Alpine 
JV 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 1 Alpine vs Fort Stockton 
Varsity 7 p.m.
Sept. 8 Alpine vs Wink JV 6:30 
p.m.
Sept. 8 Wink @ Alpine Varsity 
7:30 p.m.
Sept. 15 Sonora @ Alpine JV 
6 p.m. 
Sept. 15 Alpine vs Sonora Var-
sity 7:30 p.m.

LADY BUCKS VOLLEYBALL 
Sept. 1 Alpine vs Odessa High 
Varsity 5 p.m.
 F/JV 6 p.m.
Sept. 5 Odessa Permian @ Al-
pine Varsity 6 p.m.
 F/JV 5 p.m.
Sept. 8-9 Greenwood Midland 
Tournament F/JV TBA
Sept. 9 Fort Davis @ Alpine 
Varsity 10 a.m.
Sept. 12 Alpine vs Imperial 
Varsity 6 p.m.
 JV 5 p.m.

ALPINE CROSS COUNTRY 
Aug. 31 Red Rock Run @ Van 
Horn TBD
Sept. 2 Crane Invitational-HS/
MS @ Crane Golf Course
Sept. 8-10 Port Aransas-Varsi-
ty @ Port Aransas Beach

Runnin’ 
Bucks show 

perseverance

Andynne Ramirez is all 
smiles as she completed 
her cross-country race 
in the middle school 
division at Midland’s 
Hogan Park this past 
Saturday, where she 
placed ninth out of over 
200 runners.

See RUNNERS • 9

Welcome Back 

Students and 

Techers!
Wishing you all the 
BEST this year.

402 W Holland Ave, Alpine, TX 79830

877-445-9550|www.transpecosbanks.com

Proud Proud 
Alpine Alpine 
Bucks Bucks 

Sponsors:Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Form 50-876 

Statements required in notice if the proposed tax rate exceeds the no-new-revenue tax rate but does not exceed the voter-approval tax rate, as prescribed 

by Tax Code §§26.06(b-2). 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON TAX INCREASE 

This notice does not apply to a taxing unit that has a de minimis rate. 

PROPOSED TAX RATE $___________________ per $100 

NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $___________________ per $100 

VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $___________________ per $100 

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the  tax year that will raise the same amount 
(current tax year) 

of property tax revenue for from the same properties in both
(name of taxing unit) 

the tax year and the  tax year. 
(preceding tax year) (current tax year) 

The voter-approval tax rate is the highest tax rate that may adopt without holding
(name of taxing unit) 

an election to seek voter approval of the rate. 

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that is proposing
(name of taxing unit) 

to increase property taxes for the  tax year. 
          (current tax year)         

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON 
(date and time) 

at . 
(meeting place) 

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, is not required
(name of taxing unit) 

to hold an election at which voters may accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may express your support for or 

opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the of 
(name of governing body)

 at their offices or by attending the public hearing mentioned above. 
(name of taxing unit) 

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS: 

Property tax amount = ( tax rate ) x ( taxable value of your property ) / 100 

(List names of all members of the governing body below, showing how each voted on the proposal to consider the tax increase or, if one or more were absent, indicating absences.) 

FOR the proposal:___________________________________________________________________________ 

AGAINST the proposal: _______________________________________________________________________ 

PRESENT and not voting:_____________________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

0.466326

0.366647

0.505648

2023

CITY OF ALPINE

2022 2023

CITY OF ALPINE

CITY OF ALPINE

2023

 SEPTEMBER 5, 2023 & SEPTEMBER 19, 2023

5:30 PM AT THE CITY OF ALPINE - COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 803 W HOLLAND, ALPINE, TEXAS 79830

CITY OF ALPINE

CITY OF ALPINE

CITY OF ALPINE

Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Increase Form 50-876

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of 
property taxes in the state. 

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by 
(name of taxing unit)

 last year 

to the taxes proposed to the be imposed on the average residence homestead by 
(name of taxing unit)

 this year. 

2022 2023 Change 

Total tax rate 
(per $100 of value) 

2022 adopted tax rate 2023 proposed tax rate between tax rate for preceding 
year and proposed tax rate for current year 
per $100

Average homestead 
taxable value 

2022 average taxable 
value of residence 
homestead 

2023 average taxable 
value of residence 
homestead 

Increase of % 

Tax on average 
homestead 

2022 amount of taxes 
on average taxable 
value of residence 
homestead 

2023 amount of taxes 
on average taxable 
value of residence 
homestead 

ncrease of  between amount of taxes 
imposed on the average taxable value of a 
residence homestead in the preceding year 

and the amount of taxes proposed on 
the average taxable value of a residence 
homestead in the current year ), or
percent difference between taxes imposed for 
preceding year and taxes proposed for 
current year )

Total tax levy on all 
properties 

2022 levy (2023 proposed rate x 
current total value)/100 

Increase of  between preceding year 
levy and proposed levy for current 
year ), or percentage difference 
between preceding year levy  and 
proposed levy for current year

CITY OF ALPINE

CITY OF ALPINE

www.transpecosbanks.com
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defense and offensive 
lines, “I was very pleased 
with the play of our of-
fensive line. We domi-
nated the front seven of 
Mountain Views’ defense 
throughout the game and 
our offense gave us an 
opportunity to mount a 
comeback.”

The game showcased 
the abilities of the indi-
vidual players and the 
team’s dynamic. All fi ve 
off ensive linemen; Auden 
Ramirez, Davian Fierro, 
AJ Llanez, JR Cunning-
ham, and Robert Vasquez 
played very well. “This 
group is the strength of 
our team,” said Smith.

Running backs Logan 
Smith and Eddie Morri-
son off ered a 1-2 punch 
in the running game and 
ran tough between the 
tackles throughout the 
game. Devon Rojo did 
exactly what was needed 
from the quarterback po-
sition and managed the 
game well from the po-
sition. He distributed the 
ball to the receivers and 
made plays with his arm 
and feet when he needed 
to. 

According to Smith, de-
fensively, once the Bucks 
found their groove and 
settled in, they played 
tough and physical foot-
ball. “Clint Mountain 
View is a talented team, 
and the Alpine defense 
gave them the chance to 
win by forcing turnovers 
throughout the game. Iden 
Lujan and Dae Hardwick 
both played phenomenal 
throughout the game in 
the secondary. We ran to 
the football and tackled 
well,” said Smith. 

During the fourth 
quarter of the game, and 
while Alpine was a few 
points over, the foot-
ball field was plunged 
into darkness when the 
fi eld lights went out. The 
crowd pulled out their 
cellphones and the bands 
continued to play and 
kept the crowd and teams 
energized. The blackout 
lasted for about 15 min-
utes and was reportedly 
due to a timer issue.

When asked if this hic-
cup may have affected 
the score, Smith said, “I 
don’t feel that it impacted 
the outcome of the game. 
We had the same amount 
of time to rest, plan, and 
prepare as the other team 
did. Sometimes the ball 
does not bounce your 
way. We needed to make 
a play or two at the end 
of the game and we did 

not make it. I felt our 
kids were locked in and 
played extremely hard till 
the end.”

The Bucks now sport 
a 0-1 record. They take 
the fi eld this Friday night 
when they travel to Fort 
Stockton for a non-dis-
trict game. Alpine will 
meet a Panthers team 

coming off  a 21-17 non-
district win over Austin. 
The Panthers record now 
stands at 1-0. 

“We will continue to 
get better on defense, and 
I feel that our defense 
will be one of the best 
units in Region 1 by the 
end of the season,” said 
Smith.

FOOTBALL • FROM 8

“The weather was hot, 
and there was very little 
breeze to be had on Sat-
urday,” remarked Coach 
Cory Cason. “Despite the 
weather, we had some 
good showings.”

Terrain for the meet in-
cluded a combination of 
grass, dirt, pavement, and 
sand trail.

In the varsity girls’ 
race, the top Lady Buck 
fi nishers included Colette 
Fowlkes who came in 
28th out of the 180 run-
ners. Emy Hernandez, 
who is new to cross-coun-
try this year placed 34th, 
and Molly Garrett placed 
35th. Out of 21 teams, the 

varsity girls placed ninth, 
even with two of the var-
sity girls not running.

Alpine Middle School’s 
Andynne Ramirez had a 
great race in her division, 
coming in ninth out of 
210 girls, and other top 
middle school runners 
for the meet included 
Imani Miller in the girl’s 
division and Zane Perkins 
and Jace Armendarez in 
the boy’s division.

The top contenders for 
the Bucks out of the 220 
runners included John 
Mendoza who placed 
43rd, Tony Harris 45th, 
and Aaron Miller came 
in 50th. The varsity boys 

placed 11th out of 25 
teams.

Hatfi eld Cason did not 
run in the Division II rac-
es, but instead ran in Di-
vision I against larger 4A 
to 6A schools. Cason con-
tinues to excel in cross-
country events, includ-
ing a personal best time 
in this meet with 16:39, 
while also coming away 
with a second-place fi n-
ish in the Division I race.

Next up for the Run-
nin’ Bucks is the Crane 
Invitational on Saturday, 
September 2, followed by 
a varsity only event held 
in Port Aransas on Sep-
tember 8-10.

RUNNERS • FROM 8

Meet 
the Bucks!

Right: A large group of friends and 
family came out last Wednesday 
night for Alpine ISD’s Meet the Bucks 
event. Pictured are the districts ath-
letes, cheerleaders, and band. Far 
right: The Alpine Bucks cheerlead-
ers performed to fi re up the crowd 
at the Meet the Bucks event held last 
Wednesday evening at Buck Stadium.

Photos by Joh Covington

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT CITY COUNCIL 

PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD AT 5:30 P.M. ON SEPTEMBER 5, 

2023 REGARDING THE FOLLOWING CAPTIONED ORDINANCES:

ORDINANCE 2023-08-01: THE SECOND AND FINAL READING OF AN 

ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE 

CITY OF ALPINE, TEXAS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 

1, 2023 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2024; APPROPRIATING MONEY 

TO A SINKING FUND TO PAY INTEREST AND PRINCIPAL ON THE CITY'S 

INDEBTEDNESS; ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET OF THE CITY OF 

ALPINE, TEXAS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024.

ORDINANCE 2023-09-01: THE FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE 

LEVYING AD VALOREM TAXES FOR USE AND SUPPORT OF THE 

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT OF THE CITY OF ALPINE, TEXAS FOR 

THE 2023-2024 FISCAL YEAR; PROVIDING FOR THE APPORTIONING 

OF EACH LEVY FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES; AND PROVIDING WHEN 

TAXES SHALL BECOME DUE AND WHEN THE SAME SHALL BECOME 

DELINQUENT IF NOT PAID.

THE PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 

2023, AT 5:30 P.M. IN CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT 803 

WEST HOLLAND AVENUE TO HEAR CITIZEN VIEWS AND COMMENTS 

CONCERNING THE PROPOSED ORDINANCES.

COPIES OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL 

LOCATED AT 100 N. 13TH STREET BETWEEN 8:00 A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. 

AND 1:00 P.M. TO 5:00 P.M. COPIES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE BY EMAIL 

REQUEST TO CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.COM. QUESTIONS 

MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY AT (432) 

837-3301, OPTION 1.

ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

Brought to you by

ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 North Highway 118

432-837-2518

GAS • DIESEL • PROPANE

Fuels

COLETTE FOWLKESCOLETTE FOWLKES

Freshman Colette Fowlkes placed 30th of 180 runners at the Tall City 

Invitational in the varsity girls division. She improves each race will 

be one to watch as the championship season approaches.

www.mmoftexas.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.laposadamilagro.net


 

Mobile homes and 
spaces. Close to 
Sul Ross University.  
Frontier Mobile 
Home Village. 1102 
N. 9th St. trailer #35 
Alpine.  Call 432-
837-2736    

LAND FOR SALE 

10 to 40 Acre prop-
erties in Terlingua 
Ranch starting at 
just $9,499. Seller 
fi nancing avail-
able. Call/text: 
832-626-2044. 
E-Mail: sales@sav-
vylands.com. View 

MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT 

WANT TO BUY GARAGE SALE VEHICLE

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 
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Sports Bar & 

Restaurant
Alpine City Place - 

Hotel at 101 W Ave. E

We are hiring daytime 
cooks, servers, 
& support staff. 

Housekeepers also 
needed. 

Fill out an application 
in person.

Aramark Campus Dining
is now hiring for the 
following positions:

Baristas

Day and Night
Dishwashers

Daytime Cashier

Pay is based on experience.
Please visit our website to apply!

https://careers.aramark.com/

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF THE ESTATE OF

WILLIAM BRUCE BOURBON

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Letters 

of Administration upon the Estate of

William Bruce Bourbon, Deceased, 

were granted to James Brian Bourbon 

as Independent Administrator on 

August 24, 2023 by the County Court 

of Brewster County, Texas in cause

number PR03135. ALL PERSONS 

having claims against the estate are 

hereby required to present same to 

the Independent Administrator, c/o 

Gina Fields, 5809 Acacia Circle, El

Paso, Texas 79912, within the time 

prescribed by law.

AINSA HUTSON HESTER & CREWS LLP

5809 Acacia Circle

El Paso, Texas 79912

Telephone: (915) 845-5300

Facsimile: (915) 845-7800

THE CHINATI FOUNDATION

Job Opportunity: Bookkeeper

Summary:
Reporting to the senior accountant at the Chinati 
Foundation, the bookkeeper is responsible for data 
entry and maintenance of general ledger accounts 
in QuickBooks. Performs accounts receivable and 
payable functions, records deposits from external 
sources, and reconciles accounts. Tracks expenses, 

institution. Promptly handles transactions, including 
income, bank accounts, credit cards, vendor 
accounts, and inventory.

This is a full-time salaried position based in Marfa, 
TX. Regular work hours are 40 hours per week, 
Monday through Friday. Part-time applications will 
be considered. The Chinati Foundation provides a 

by emailing a cover letter, resume, and three 
references to jobs@chinati.org. Visit chinati.org/
jobs/bookkeeper for additional details about the job 
responsibilities and requirements.

The Chinati Foundation is an equal opportunity employer.

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• FULL TIME- NURSE SUPERVISOR

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location

• PART TIME - DENTAL HYGIENIST,

 Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• PROGRAM COORDINATOR -
 Collaborate with team to ensure program process and 

outcomes.

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

• PART TIME - HOUSEKEEPER,

 Alpine Location

• PART TIME - MAINTENANCE WORKER,

 PCHS locations

• HOUSEKEEPER- PART TIME

• FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST- Alpine

Now Hiring

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Shipping/Receiving Clerk with NEW PAY RATE 
OF $15.00 per hour to start. Opportunity to earn 
$16.00/per hour upon competent comple� on 
of training. Fast Track to Management

Responsibili� es include loading and 
unloading, forkli�  opera� on, prepara� on 
of shipping documents, verify deliveries, 
maintain warehouse and other general 
du� es.  Requirements: Must be willing to work 
fl exible hours including evenings, weekends 
and holidays, ability to work independently, 
verbal and wri� en communica� on skills, 
working knowledge of computers and forkli�  
experience preferred.  Opportunity to move 
to Supervisor level and pay within the fi rst 6 
months of employment.  Must be able to pass 
a pre-employment drug screen. 

Interested candidates should email or fax 
resume to (432)729-3071 Ext. 607 or texashr@
villagefarms.com, applica� ons are also 
available at Village Farms Security Sta� ons 3 
Miles N. Hwy 17 Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 
17 FT. Davis, TX.  

PART-TIME

properties: www.
SavvyLands.com  

FOR RENT/LEASE   

Self Storage Units 
Available!  Storage 
units (10X10) are 
available now!  609 
E. Holland.  (432) 
386-9420   

1bed/1bath fur-
nished apartments 
available at Span-
ish Oaks.  No pets! 
Please call Clark @ 
432-837-3411 for 
more details.  Clark 
Nussbaum Realty  

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539  

603 E Ave E - 2 
BR/1Bath, rent 
$795.00 + Deposit, 
432-249-0293  

407 E. Lockhart 
Apt#3, 1 BR/1Bath, 
Rent $725.00 /mo 
+ Deposit, 432-
249-0293 

407 E. Lockhart 
Apt#4, 1 Rent 
$595.00/mo + 
deposit, 432-249-
0293 

208 Dolores Moun-
tain Trail - Ft Davis, 
4 BR / 2 Baths, rent 
$1600.00/mo + 
Deposit, 432-249-
0293  

House for rent 
– 834 Sproul 
Road, 2200 sq ft, 
3 bed plus loft, 
2 ½ baths.  Call 
for appointment.  
(432)-426-4407 
Best view in Jeff  
Davis County.  
$2,200/mo, and 
utilities.  No 
indoor pets.  Re-
frigerator, range, 
washer and dryer 
included. 

HELP WANTED

HANDYMAN/

CONTRAC-

TOR needed 
for short term 
contract job in 
SANDERSON,TX.  
Job will start ASAP, 
installing doors, 
painting, trim, tile 
work, wood fl oor-
ing, and shelving.  
Willing to hire for 
all the task or one 
or two.  Will pay 
for hotel if needed.  
Call or text 432-
294-4085  

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedicated 
employees to fi ll 
night audit.  Excel-
lent pay and ben-
efi ts.  Please apply 
in person at 2607 
West Highway 90. 

Holiday Inn 
Express is seeking 
dedicated em-
ployees to fi ll front 
desk, night audit, 
and housekeeping 
positions. Please 
apply in person at 
2004 East Highway 
90.

WANT TO BUY

I buy cast iron skil-
lets please text or 
call 512-963-7533  

Want to buy old 

Colt pistols and 
old Winchester 
Lever Action rifl es. 
Daytime phone 
#: 432-294-2094. 
Nights/weekends: 
432-364-2234 

GARAGE SALE

ESTATE SALE – A 
garage full of tools!  
1980’s vintage 
Harley Roadster, 
Antique tools, 
planes, woodwork-
ing.  Car parts, fi sh-
ing gear, bicycle 
parts.  Wood doors, 
lumber, conder 
bocks, household 

glassware, pots 
and pans, electron-
ics, thousands of 
books, clothes, 
camping sup-
plies.  Ambulance 
gurney, chairs, 
offi  ce supplies, 
garage shelves, fi le 
cabinets, toolboxes 
and an incredible 
amount of unique 
stuff .  601 N. 2nd, 
Alpine, Sat/Sun, 
Sept. 2/3, 9am – 
3pm.  Corner of 
2nd and Ave. A.

VEHICLE

2007 GMC 4X4, 

2500 HD, 6.6 turbo 
diesel.  4 doors, 
runs great.  Good 
condition, 169,480 
miles.  Asking 
$9,000 or OBO, 
needs light frame 
repair.  720-415-
4199 

LIVESTOCK

For sale!  Beautiful 
Hairsheep, never 
need shearing!  
Probably pregnant 
Ewes.  Almost year-
ling Ram and Ewe 
Lambs!  Alpine lo-
cation, call or text 
505-554-6710.  


















www.savvylands.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
https://careers.aramark.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.wtnb.com
www.chinati.org
www.villagefarms.com
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Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Coleman Reidling

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH (REC)

903 Fighting Buck Ave.

Rector: Fr. Wyatt Boutwell

432-837-7170

hollycrossalpine.org

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman Reidling

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN

15th & Holland, 837-5428

Pastor Mike Fickenscher

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas

646-509-5072

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

editor@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

Holy Cross
Anglican Church

Holy Communion Sunday 10:30am
Wed. Evening 6:00pm

Wed. Evening Bible Study 6:30pm

Pastor - Damien GroutPastor Wyatt Boutwell

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334

Dona Ward Blevins

dblevins@farmersagent.com

farmersagent.com/dblevins

2100 W Hwy 90, Ste B
Alpine, Tx 79830

WE'VE GOT 
YOU COVERED!
• Home      • Auto      • Commercial      • Life

Call 432-837-2225 today!

Gratitude

As the summer winds down, we often fi nd 
ourselves in a fl urry of activity. This Labor 
Day weekend is the offi  cial end of summer, 
although those of us who live in West Texas 
know that the heat can last a lot longer! Still, 
we fi nd ourselves running around getting the 
kids settled into school, or sending our children 
off  to college, or a new job for the fi rst time. 
We may have put off  that big summer proj-
ect we meant to do, and now that the summer 
days are numbered, we turn to completing that 
project. Our thoughts may turn to the fall and 
the busy upcoming holiday season that will be 
upon us before we know it. This time of year, 
it seems that we gear up for our schedules to be 
fi lled to the brim. 

I have always thought of this time of year as 
a new beginning, contrary to the hoopla that 
revolves around January 1. It probably has 
something to do with having been a teacher 
for a number of years I suppose and the start 
of a new school year. New beginnings are a 
gift, and they are a gift that begins with an at-
titude of gratitude. As a follower of Jesus, my 
gratitude turns towards thanking God for every 
good thing received. This season of beginning 
anew is a perfect time to stop a moment and 
express our gratitude to God, despite the chaos 
we may see all around us in the world.

“The word gratitude is derived from the 
Latin word gratia, which means grace, gra-
ciousness, or gratefulness (depending on the 
context). In some ways, gratitude encompasses 
all of these meanings. Gratitude is a thankful 
appreciation for what an individual receives, 
whether tangible or intangible. With gratitude, 
people acknowledge the goodness in their lives. 
In the process, people usually recognize that 
the source of that goodness lies at least partially 
outside themselves. As a result, being grateful 
also helps people connect to something larger 
than themselves as individuals —” (https://
www.health.harvard.edu/healthbeat/giving-
thanks-can-make-you-happier).  Studies have 
shown that grateful people are happier people.

I believe that gratitude also allows us to open 
our hearts to God and to see God working in our 
lives and the lives of others. Gratitude helps to 
improve our lives and the lives of those around 
us. It can drag us out of a bad day, a bad situa-
tion, or a bad pity party for ourselves. When we 
are in a better frame of mind, a calmer state of 
mind, which gratitude leads us to, we can make 
better decisions about the diffi  culties in our lives. 
A wise friend of mine used to always say, “don’t 
make a major decision when you are in an agi-
tated state of mind, you’ll regret it later.” So, let’s 
take a few moments at this busy time of new 
beginnings to express our gratitude to God for 
the all that we have received. We will be better 
for it. Thank God!

BY REV. KATIE HUDAK
St. James Episcopal Church Alpine, TX

Sponsored by

 Proud to support the youth of  today!Proud to support the youth of  today!

S d b

In what activities did you 
participate in high school?
This year I am and will be involved 
in band, powerlifting, debate, 
track, UIL, NHS, and one act. 
Who was your favorite 
teacher/coach, and why?
Without a doubt the most 
infl uential teacher I’ve had was 
Chris Valenzuela. He has seen me 
at my best and worst. And even 
then, pushed me to be better. He 
would say “there’s always room 
for improvement” and drink your 
water! I can’t remember a time 
where he didn’t have a response, 
solution, or even an option to 
an issue, situation, or a thought 
I had. I know I’m not the only 
person whose life he has changed 

and for that I thank him.
What was your favorite 
moment the last four years?
To be honest I don’t think I can 
pick a favorite moment, but the 
best moments were defi nitely the 
ones my class and I did together. 
From winning the spirit stick at 
pep rallies, being in the student 
section, to even just our class 
meetings. I can’t wait for all things 
we get to do this year. 
What are your plans after 
high school?
After high school I plan to 
attend the University of Texas in 
Arlington. It’s close to home and 
a lot of my family. I hope to study 
medicine/ nursing and business 
on the side.

SE
NIO

R

Spot
ligh

t

Ayleen Adame

A university student from 
Poland has embarked on 
a summer exchange pro-
gram selling educational 
books and apps for fami-
lies of young toddlers 
all the way up to college 
prep. Karolina Jeszke is 
going door to door in Al-
pine selling these books, 
after obtaining her City 
of Alpine permit.

Courtesy photo

Imparting 
education 
via books

2023 Fort Davis Volleyball Team

Go Indians!

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.farmersagent.com/dblevins
www.hollycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.health.harvard.edu/healthbeat/giving
www.mission.org
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, TX 79735

432-360-5027

FUNERAL HOME

WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating  

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT 

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND 

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 7727772755

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

DRUG STORE

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

BANKING

(432) 837-0094(432) 837-0094
102 W. Avenue E • Alpine, TX 79830

109 W. Hwy. 90 • Marathon, TX • (432) 386-4500

115 W. 3rd • Pecos, TX 79772 • (432) 445-9000

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435  |  877.493.7862  |  WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

2215 W 9TH

FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735

432-336-5289

CONSTRUCTION

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

JT @ 432�837�3334 OR EMAIL JT.MARONEY@ALPINEAVALANCHE.COM

DONNA @ 432�336�6432 OR EMAIL DONNA.GONZALEZ@FORTSTOCKTONPIONEER.COM

DESIGNER HOMES

432-284-1184

432-284-9003

Making Your Dream
Making Your Dream

Home Come True
Home Come True

GLASS & MIRROR SERVICES

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa, 

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We off er the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

2215 W 9TH | FORT STOCKTON

432-336-5289

HORSE BREEDINGDRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
www.agavehomehealth.com
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WES
        EXAST ROUNDUP

PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@fi ndaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo 
HAIR STYLIST

STORAGE

WELDING

REAL ESTATE

INVESTMENTS
TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

www.legacybrokergroup.com | 432-837-3325

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 
JT @ 432�837�3334 OR EMAIL JT.MARONEY@ALPINEAVALANCHE.COM

DONNA @ 432�336�6432 OR EMAIL DONNA.GONZALEZ@FORTSTOCKTONPIONEER.COM

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W. 
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

2215 W 9th. | FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735

432–290-4729

2215 W 9TH

FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735

432-336-5289

432-336-3314 
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

MOVING

TIRE DISPOSAL

Buying or Selling?

Colton Foster 432-294-3849

Residential · Commercial · Ranch

Clay Braden 325-315-6412

Call

or

Tire Disposal
Legally dispose of scrap tires! 
(TCEQ Permitted facility).
Fees: $8/semi tire and $6/auto, pickup, and trailer tires when 
delivered to West Odessa, TX
No super singles, agriculture or machinery tires.
Add $4/tire extra for pick-up service in Ft. Stockton. & $6/tire 

extra for pick-up service in Marathon & Alpine.

          (50 tire minimum for pick-up service)

Open daily during daylight hours. Cash, cards, checks okay.

Call  Call  432-614-1865432-614-1865    for more information.for more information.

Tire Disposal

4 3 2 - 6 14 -1 8 6 5

Angela Miles,
Realtor

804 N. Main | Fort Stockton
432-290-8038 | akmilesrealtor@yahoo.com

Let my years of experience work for you.

 Residential

 Commercial

 Ranch

 Property Management

�������	
�����
�	�����
��
����

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

SPA

Royal Beauty Studio

Eunice Page
Micropigmentation Artist

eunicebarronp@yahoo.com

237 W. 21st St. Fort Stockton Texas

Business Facebook:
Royal Beauty Studio

432-294-1565

REAL ESTATE

Limpia Realty
Serving Alpine, Fort Davis, Marfa, Terlingua and the far west Texas area.

(855) 546-7424
www.LimpiaRealty.com

Limpia
Self Storage

Storage units are available now!

609 E Holland

Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 386-9420

SPA

www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.bestwestem.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.limpiarealty.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.ranchoutwest.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com
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Savory, satisfying, and spicy pasta

Interested in watching 
your money grow?

We’re thrilled to share our new 
checking, savings, and CD rates!

Call or come by to find out how we 
can help you maximize your potential.

Need a loan to kick-start 
your business?

We’re here for you!
�ink you might qualify for SBA or 
USDA programs?
Our highly qualified team is ready to 
help you get started today.

402 W Holland Ave, Alpine, TX 79830

877-445-9550|www.transpecosbanks.com

Mon. - Thurs. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

432-336-8700

1108 W. Dickinson Blvd. Ste B
Fort Stockton, Tx. 79735

� Orthodontics

� Composite

� Crowns

� Extractions

� X-rays

Work with

most Insurance

Welcoming
New Patients

WE ACCEPT ADULTS AND KIDS

Grimace's B-day Is

Best B-day
HBD, purple pal. Get Grimace’s Birthday Shake

exclusively with Grimace’s Birthday Meal-including ur 

choice of Big Mac® or 10 piece McNuggets® and Fries.c

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine Texas

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Pasta. Just hearing or 
reading the word makes me 
happy. Although it doesn’t 
always do much for my 
waistline, sometimes you 
just have to indulge your-
self.

The great thing about 
pasta is that it is inexpen-
sive, has a long shelf life, 
and comes in a variety of 
shapes and sizes. It is also 
what I call a “blank slate”, 
in that much like white rice 
or potatoes, by itself there 
isn’t much fl avor. But pair it 
with sauces, or vegetables, 
or meats, and you have 
yourself a satisfying meal.

One of the more over-

looked pastas for many 

people is orecchiette. Orec-

chiette is an Italian pasta 

that is shaped much like 

little ears, as that’s where its 

name comes from. ‘Orec-

chia’ translates to ear. The 

good thing about this little 

ear-shaped pasta is that it 
holds sauces well.

And while holding sauc-
es is all well and good, this 
recipe does not have what 
one might refer to as a true 
sauce. That of course does 
not mean that it isn’t deli-
cious. In fact, this pasta dish 
is savory and satisfying, 
without a load of ingredi-
ents or time spent making it. 
It’s really very simple, and 
very quick, and who doesn’t 
love that in a meal?

This dish has three main 
ingredients, along with a 
few others to enhance it. 
Obviously, the pasta is the 
main ingredient, followed 

by broccoli crowns 
and Italian sausage. 
All this goodness is 
amplifi ed with a little 
salt and pepper, gar-
lic, red pepper fl akes, 
parmesan cheese, ol-
ive oil, and a little 
pasta water to help 
bind the ingredients 
to the pasta itself.  
You can also sub-
stitute butter for the 
olive oil if you like. 
Pretty simple, right? 
It is, but what it isn’t 
is simple on taste.

One of the things 
I like best about this 
dish is the broccoli. 

Broccoli is one of my favor-
ite vegetables and for me 
at least, it doesn’t require 
much “dressing up” to be 
tasty. It’s also good for you 
because it’s full of antioxi-
dants such as vitamin c and 
it’s supposed to be good for 
your heart. Which may or 
may not help to counteract 
the sausage in this dish. And 
sausage is the key to mak-
ing this savory and spicy.

If you don’t like your 
food spicy, or can’t make it 
spicy because you’re feed-
ing kids, just leave out the 
red pepper flakes and go 
for the sweet Italian sau-
sage instead of the spicy 

version. I always like a 
little kick to my food, so 
spicy sausage and red chili 
fl akes fi nd their way into 
my dishes, but this is your 
dinner, so make it how you 
like it. And really, who’s to 
say you have to use broc-
coli either? You can use 
squash, or brussels sprouts, 
or mushrooms, or bell pep-
pers. You can even add all 
of the above to the broc-
coli if you want. There are 
no hard and fast rules here, 
except, that however you 
choose to make your pasta 
dish, make it with love and 
the best ingredients you can 
fi nd.

Orecchiette with sau-
sage and broccoli
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Orecchiette with sausage and broccoli
Directions:

Add 4 cups of water 
to a large pot, bring 
to a boil then season 
with salt, about 2 table-
spoons.

Add broccoli to boil-
ing water and cook until 
tender, about 4-5 min-
utes. Remove broccoli 
and transfer to a colan-
der, while leaving water 
in the pot.

Run broccoli under 
cold water to stop cook-
ing. Drain well. Chop 
into smaller pieces.

Add pasta to water 
in pot and boil about 1 
minute shy of al dente, 

according to time listed 
on package. Reserve 1 ½ 
cups of the pasta water.

While pasta is boiling, 
heat 1 tablespoon of ol-
ive oil into a skillet and 
add sausage, crumbling 
into small chunks to 
cook. Continue breaking 
up sausage as it cooks, 
tossing occasionally, 
until cooked through, 
about 7 minutes. In the 
last 2 minutes, add gar-
lic.

Pour one cup of the 
pasta water into the 
sausage and let simmer 
for about a minute and 

reduce slightly. Add al 
dente pasta and cook 
while tossing, until ten-
der, about 2 minutes.

Drizzle remaining 3 
tablespoons of olive oil, 
season with red pepper 
flakes. 

Sprinkle in parmesan 
and toss to melt.

Toss in broccoli and 
season with salt and pep-
per as needed to taste. 
Loosen with more pasta 
water if needed, and 
drizzle servings with 
more olive oil if desired, 
serve and garnish with 
more parmesan.

Ingredients:
1 lb. of broccoli crowns
12 ounces orecchiette 
pasta
4 tablespoons of extra-
virgin olive oil or but-
ter
1 ½ tablespoons 
minced garlic (4 
cloves)
1 lb. Italian sausage 
(mild or hot)
2/3 cup finely shred-
ded Parmesan, plus 
more for serving.
1 ½ cups reserved pas-
ta water, divided.
Red pepper flakes, for 
serving.
Salt and pepper
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