
 

Summer in Big Bend means 
good food and live music. Lo-
cals and tourists alike are revving 
up for one of the liveliest events 
hosted in the area, as Viva Big 
Bend gets ready for its 12th year 
of celebration.

This year’s lineup, which kicks 
off  right around the corner on July 
27, is spread all over the region. 
From Fort Davis to Terlingua 
and Marfa to Marathon, visitors 

should study the schedule to en-
sure they don’t miss a single set. 

Almost every business in Al-
pine will have its doors open for 
West Texas and party lovers alike. 

Approximately, 65 bands are 
expected at 20 locations this year, 
a new record for the event. On 
the schedule, the Railroad Blues 
and Planet Marfa are hosting 
every day for the event, Thurs-
day through Sunday. On Thurs-
day and Friday, the Spicewood

As many in West Texas are 
aware, finding good healthcare 
in our rural setting is a challenge. 
Physicians come and go with reg-
ularity, but thanks to Dr. Adrian 
Billings and his connections, there 
may be some light at the end of 
the tunnel.

Dr. Billings hosts physicians 
completing their residencies 
through the Preventive Care 
Health Services. These residents 
are focused on healthcare in rural 
communities while they are here, 
and they’re getting paid to do it.

Rural and residency are the 
key ingredients for high school 
students looking into entering the 
medical fi eld through a program 
called the Primary Care Pathway 
Program or PCPP for short. This 
accelerated program focuses on 
recruiting students to become 
physicians in a rural setting. It is 
a partnership between Midland 
College and the University of 
North Texas. It is rigorous and 
requires the type of dedication 
one would expect of a medical 

student, but students can become 
a licensed physician within seven 
years.

These pre-med students must 
spend their first two years at 
Midland College completing pre-
PCPP courses. They are invited to 
apply for Early Acceptance Noti-
fi cation from the Texas College of 
Osteopathic Medicine or TCOM, 
which is a part of the University of 
North Texas Health Science Cen-
ter, or UNTHSC in Fort Worth. 
Following this program allows 
students to forgo the MCAT test 
usually required to enter medical 
school and there is no bachelor’s 
degree required either.

Students must complete their 
second year at Midland College 
and then transfer to a four-year 
institution. Those students who 
were invited to the Early Accep-
tance Notifi cation and accepted, 
must transfer to the University of 
North Texas in Denton for their 
third and fi nal year of undergradu-
ate studies.

Not everyone is accepted into 
the PCPP program. The Midland 
College PCPP Advisory Com-
mittee combs over student ap-

plications for their suitability to 

participate in the program. These 

students must be Texas residents 

and have a competitive SAT or 

ACT score.

If admitted to the PCPP pro-

gram, students must maintain 

an overall GPA of 3.5 and a 3.5 
GPA in Biology, Biochemistry, 
Chemistry, Physics, and their 
math courses while at Mid-
land College. They also must
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Area high school students can fast track into medical school

Viva Big Bend is back for its 12th year

The American Rodeo 
is an annual western 
sports and entertainment 
event that represents the 
richest weekend event 
in all of western sports. 
This annual event brings 
together the top profes-
sional rodeo athletes 
to compete in a winner 
take all competition 
that could culminate in 
the largest two-day pay-
check of their careers.

M a r a t h o n  n a t i v e 
Emilee Charlesworth is 
headed to The American 
Rodeo Contender Re-
gional semi-fi nals once 
again to compete in 
the breakaway roping. 
Charlesworth secured 
an automatic qualifi ca-
tion to the competition 
for the central region, 
which she says is the 
toughest region of com-
petition. Invitees are 
selected based on their 
2023 season-ending 
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Alpine Cowboys manager Sean Persky rounds third base as he heads for home during the 2023 Mountain Division All-
Star Game at Kokernot Field on Sunday, July 16. Persky managed his team to a 12-7 win and put himself in as a pinch 
hitter in the sixth inning against his younger brother, Spencer.
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Heading for home

See STUDENTS • 6

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Summer Dean, along with Anthony Ray Wright and Bonnie 
Montgomery performed as the Ameripolitan Outlaw Daugh-
ters during Viva Big Bend 2018 at Eve’s Garden in Marathon.
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Having just completed her fi rst year in the Primary Care Path-
way Program, a former Alpine High School graduate is fast-
tracking her way to becoming a doctor. From left is her mom, 
Virginia Acosta, Second year medical student at Texas College 
of Osteopathic Medicine, John Michael Markgraff , and pre-
med student and former AHS graduate, Lourdes Acosta.
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As a family-owned and -operated 

funeral home, we take our 

commitment to your family 

personally. We value your trust 

in us, and it is our honor to help 

you through your time of sorrow 

with compassionate service, 

professional guidance and a 

dignifi ed tribute to your dear 

departed loved one.
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Ronald Gene Smith

On July 14, Ronald 
Gene Smith, loving hus-
band, dad, and granddad 
passed away peacefully 
at home at the age of 70.

Ron was born on April 
15, 1953, in Port Arthur 
to I.N. Smith and Lillie 
Belle (LeDeaux) Smith. 
He was the youngest of 
their three sons. Ron had 
a son, Scott, with his sec-
ond wife Ruth. Ron mar-
ried a third time to Diana 
on May 12, 2007.

Included in his work 
history, Ron worked for 
Key Electronics for 11 
years and for Big Bend 
Telephone in Alpine, 
for 22 years. He retired 
in 2013 and pursued his 

hobby of stargazing and 
solar viewing in his back-
yard observatory with his 
‘cluster’ of telescopes. 
Ron and wife Diana were 
passionate about their 
hobby which included 
astrophotography. They 
spent many hours at 
night viewing God’s cre-
ations through the lenses 
of their telescopes. Ron 
was a Christian and had a 
strong belief in God and 

was extremely knowl-
edgeable about the Bible 
and its teachings. He had 
a good relationship with 
his savior and his God. 
Ron also believed in the 
value of organizations 
like St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital and 
made a monthly contri-
bution to their cause.

Although he chose not 
to join Mensa when they 
offered him a member-
ship, he ranked very high 
in the High IQ society, 
scoring at the 98th per-
centile on a standard-
ized, IQ intelligence test 
yet he remained humble 
and rarely mentioned it. 
He was a loving, car-
ing, and patient man and 

will be greatly missed 
by those who knew and 
loved him.

Ron was preceded in 
death by his dad, I.N. and 
mom Lillie Belle. Ron 
is survived by his wife 
Diana, son Scott, step-
son Mark and his four 
children who call Ron 
granddad, and stepson 
Matthew. He is also sur-
vived by his older broth-
ers Edward and Gordon.

It was Ron’s wish to be 
cremated. He also did not 
want a funeral, viewing 
of the body or a memo-
rial service. Condolences 
may be submitted to sur-
viving family members 
by whatever media is 
preferred.

www.alpineavalanche.com

Correction

The address for donations to the Holy Angels 
Cemetery Association listed in the June 29 edi-
tion was incorrect. Please mail any donations to 
Holy Angels Cemetery Association, P.O. Box 
1444, Alpine, Texas 79831.

The Sul Ross State 
University communica-
tions office announced 
that the Sul Ross athlet-
ic department received 
word from the NCAA 
on July 13 that they have 
been approved as a Divi-
sion II competitor for col-
lege sports.

Sul Ross must enter 
into a three-year pro-
visional period that in-
cludes one more academ-
ic year as a Division III 
competitor in the NCAA. 

They will join Division 
II competition in fall of 
2024 as part of the Lone 
Star Conference. 

At the end of their 
three-year provisional pe-
riod, so long as all mem-
bership criteria are met, 
they will become full 
members of Division II.

“Our primary goal is to 
improve enrollment and 
retention by creating an 
unforgettable student ex-
perience. We know that 
athletic competition is a 
driver in the choice stu-
dents make about higher 
education,” said Sul Ross 

President Dr. Carlos Her-
nandez.

The application to be-
come a Division II school 
was completed by the 
Sul Ross Athletic Direc-
tor Amanda Workman in 
January of this year. “We 
will be attracting more 
students who will be able 
to continue to partici-
pate in sports after high 
school, and there will be 
a value add at Sul Ross. 
It will make us more 
competitive on the fi eld 
and we believe it will in-
crease enrollment, while 
augmenting retention ef-

forts. Ultimately, our goal 
is to have all student-ath-
letes graduate with a de-
gree from SRSU,” Work-
man said.

The benefits of these 
changes will allow Sul 
Ross to award athletic 
scholarships that were 
unavailable as a Division 
III competitor. Sul Ross 
hopes that this change 
will increase regional ex-
posure, improve the trav-
el schedule for athletes, 
which in turn should im-
prove the academic expe-
rience for these student-
athletes.

Sul Ross athletics approved for Division II competition
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor
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BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Leadership Big Bend, 
founded in 1994 to carry 
out its mission of promot-
ing and training leaders in 
the tri-county area is ac-
cepting applications for 
the Leadership Big Bend 
Class of 2024.

Enrollment is open until 
September 16.

This organization com-
bines leadership training 
with a set of informative 
programs designed to help 
each person gain unique 
insight into the West Texas 
tri-county area.

Classes meet once a 
month from October 

through May in one of 
the tri-county communi-
ties where they engage in 
activities and programs 
planned for the entire 
day. Each month has its 
own separate theme that 
involves learning from 
area leaders in the county 
and local government, 
area businesses, and edu-
cational professionals. 
Attendees will also learn 
from the art community, 
Sul Ross, McDonald Ob-
servatory, and the park 
services.

Each LBB class is re-
quired to take responsibil-
ity for the development 
of a group service project 
that benefi ts the tri-county 

area and gains experi-
ence in leadership skills. 
Previous projects include 
the raising of funds to 
provide a scholarship for 
high school students and a 
service project at the visi-
tor center at Panther Junc-
tion in Big Bend National 
Park.

Dates for the 2023-2024 
sessions are October 12, 
November 16, January 19-
20, February 15, March 
21, April 11, and May 2. 
Class size is limited to 
15, so applications should 
be emailed promptly for 
those interested in the pro-
gram.

Interested parties may 
access the application at 

www.leadershipbigbend.
org or by sending an email 
to info@leadershipbig-
bend.org, and returned via 
email to deb@younghaus.
net no later than Septem-
ber 16.

Tuition for the program 
is $250 per person and 
covers all expenses, in-
cluding the overnight trip 
in January. Many partici-
pants may be sponsored 
by their employer or a 
club, and scholarships are 
considered in special cir-
cumstances.

For questions or to do-
nate to the program, email 
info@leadershipbigbend.
org. All donations and tu-
ition are tax deductible.

Leadership Big Bend seeks class of 2024

Borderlands Research 
Institute (BRI) at Sul 
Ross State University 
in Alpine is launching a 
scholarship fundraiser 
for its graduate students. 
The fundraising goal is 
$50,000 with all pro-
ceeds going directly to 
scholarships for students 
working on conservation 
research for their mas-
ter’s degree.

To kickstart the fund-
raiser, the Permian Ba-
sin Area Foundation has 
generously donated a 
$15,000 challenge grant.

“Our students are our 
top priority, and we’re 
grateful the Permian Ba-
sin Area Foundation is 
supporting the next gen-
eration of conservation 
practitioners and lead-
ers with this challenge 
grant,” said Dr. Louis 
A. Harveson, who is the 
Dan Allen Hughes, Jr., 
Endowed Director of 
BRI. “These master’s 
projects play a vital role 
in Trans-Pecos conser-
vation, and scholarship 
funds are a critical piece 
of our students’ suc-
cess. We’re hopeful that 
through generous dona-
tions, we can hit our goal 
of $50,000.”

The Borderlands Re-
search Institute is a 
leader in wildlife and 
conservation research in 
the Trans-Pecos region 
of West Texas and is cel-
ebrating its 15-year anni-
versary during the 2022-
2023 academic calendar 
year. 

Graduate and under-
graduate students en-
rolled in BRI research 

programs experience 
unique opportunities to 
work side by side with 
wildlife professionals 
and conservation part-
ners. These students 
receive hands-on ex-
perience with habitat 
restoration projects and 
working with wildlife, 
including grassland 
birds, pronghorn, mule 
deer and more.

Current projects in-
clude the fi rst large-scale 
black bear research proj-
ect to be conducted in 
West Texas. This multi-
year project is tracking 
the expansion of black 
bears into the region and 
will help wildlife man-
agers better understand 
black bear ecology and 
needs.

Earlier this year, BRI 
researchers, with help 
from Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department and 
local landowners, em-
barked on a long-term 
desert bighorn sheep 
project to study the inter-
actions and competition 
pressures between big-
horn, aoudad, and mule 
deer.

Additionally, BRI stu-
dents are working on 
multiple habitat restora-
tion projects, as they in-
vestigate the best meth-
odologies to enhance 
land suffering from 
drought and brush en-
croachment. What they 
learn will be shared with 
area land stewards.

Students who graduate 
from these programs  re-

ceive a master’s in Range 
and Wildlife Manage-
ment from Sul Ross 
State University. These 
graduates gain employ-
ment with state and fed-
eral resource agencies, as 
well as with private con-
sultants and ranches and 
as educators. Currently, 
BRI graduates infl uence 
wildlife management de-
cisions on over 31 mil-
lion acres in Texas, some 
20% of the state’s acre-
age.

An assortment of BRI 
gifts are available for do-
nations starting at $100 
and more. View gifts 
and donate securely on-
line at https://one.bid-
pal.net/15years/or visit 
the BRI website at bri.
sulross.edu.

Fundraiser launched for BRI grad students

Last year’s scholarship recipients from the Borderlands Research Institute 
at Sul Ross State University, left to right: Maya Ressler, Lilly Morin, Preston 
McKee, Erin O’Connell, Caleb Hughes, Brooke Bowman

The Sul Ross Depart-
ment of Visual and Per-
forming Arts is hosting 
an Art & Spanish day 
camp for children ages 
6 – 12 now through July 
28. Enrollment is still 
open. Campers learn 
Spanish through story-
telling, games, and songs 
with Montessori-certifi ed 
elementary guide Elena 
Grajeda, and then SRSU 
Assistant Professor of Art 
Ramon Deanda teaches 
campers painting, draw-
ing, and printmaking. Ms. 
Grajeda and Mr. Deanda 
are both experienced el-
ementary school teachers 
and are both bilingual in 

English and Spanish. 
Camp runs Monday 

– Friday from 9 a.m. – 
12:45 p.m. in the Fine 
Arts Building on the Sul 
Ross campus for the next 
two weeks; the last day of 
camp is July 28. Campers 
may attend for one week 
or two. Camp fees are 
$100 per week per child 
with a supply fee of $25 
per camper. There is a 
$50 per child discount 
for families with multiple 
children, and some schol-
arships are available. To 
register for camp, visit: 
https://michaeleendou-
cleff .com/summer-camp-
registration/

Art & Spanish day camp

Jane Scott, Victoria Grajeda, and Rosy Dou-
cleff  work on art projects during the Art and 
Spanish day camp being held at Sul Ross.
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Foundation kickstarts eff ort with a $15,000 challenge grant

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY  
AND YOUR FINANCES

AirMedCare Network (AMCN) is America’s largest air medical  
membership network, providing financial coverage for  

emergency air medical transport.

Expenses for emergency air medical transport can put stress  
on your finances. With an AMCN membership, you will have  

no out-of-pocket expenses only if flown by an AMCN provider. 

Secure financial peace of mind for you and your family today!

To learn more or enroll, contact:
Jade Hambright | Membership Sales Manager  

325.213.5251 | jade.hambright2@gmr.net 
amcnrep.com/jade-hambright

Dispatch decisions are made by emergency medical personnel; membership does not guarantee transport by an AMCN provider.

FREE 
SCRAP TIRE

RECYCLING
July 28th & 29th

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

9 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

At the Hal Flanders Recycling Center

305 Cemetery Rd  Alpine, TX 79830

* RESIDENTIAL TIRES ACCEPTED UNTIL CONTAINER IS FULL. 

NO COMMERCIAL TIRES ACCEPTED. *

No oversize tires (Any tire 23.5 X 25 and larger including Rear Farm tires that are 46 inches 

in diameter and up) or tires on rims will be accepted.

Sponsored by the City of Alpine and funded by the Rio Grande Council of Governments (RGCOG)

Municipal Solid Waste Grant Program
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

RESULTS

TECHNOLOGY

THE WRITTEN WORD

INDUSTRIALIZATION

SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES

ART AND MUSIC

WHICH OF THESE WOULD 

YOU SAY IS MAN’S GREATEST 

ACHIEVEMENT?

Total votes: 5

0%  (0 votes)

60%  (3 votes)

20%  (1 vote)

0%  (0 votes)

20%  (1 vote)

Now the Avalanche asks: 

Which of these would you say 

is man’s greatest achievement?

-Technology

-The Written Word

-Industrialization

-Scientific Discoveries

-Art and Music

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.
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Who was that 
amazing teacher 
you had? The one 
who helped you 
see your potential, 
your promise, a 
new future? The 
one who helped 
you navigate a dif-
ficult time, learn 
something new 
about yourself, or 
dream a little bit bigger?

Chances are you had one. 
At least one.

For me, it was Debbie 
Lukas, English teacher ex-
traordinaire at Medway 
High School in Arva, On-
tario. Mrs. Lukas helped me 
fall in love with literature, 
text analysis, fi gurative lan-
guage, and the written word. 
In so many ways, she helped 
me develop my voice as a 
writer, a leader, and a young 
woman.

I still remember some of 
the lightbulbs she illuminat-
ed for me while we collec-
tively analyzed Harper Lee’s 
“To Kill a Mockingbird” and 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
“I Have a Dream” speech. 

Why did the author 
write that section 
that way? What 
was their purpose? 
Their impact? How 
does that inform 
our understanding 
of the issue, and 
our own writing 
abilities?

While I went on 
to study something 

other than English, specifi -
cally Math and Physics, in-
spired coincidentally by Mrs. 
Lukas’ partner-in-crime, Mr. 
Lukas, I took with me the 
lessons she taught me about 
leading through language, 
seeking multiple layers of 
understanding, and crafting 
a compelling argument.

But, more importantly, I 
took with me the way that 
Mrs. Lukas made me, and 
many others in her classes, 
feel. She was a master con-
nector and encourager, a 
model of excellence and 
joy. While in her class, I felt 
seen, valued, challenged, 
and connected. Mrs. Lukas 
helped me develop con-
fidence, compassion, and 

character—the not-so-hid-
den curriculum of her class-
room.

Who was your Mrs. Lu-
kas? What did she/he inspire 
in you? Instill in you? Em-
power in you?

The blessing of the teach-
ing profession is also its 
greatest responsibility: that 
teachers build all other pro-
fessions. In this way, teach-
ers continually build and re-
build our democratic society.

Our future doctors were 
inspired and served by 
amazing teachers. Our future 
mechanics, too. Our political 
leaders, skilled tradespeople, 
medical professionals, cleri-
cal workers, judges, cooks, 
childcare providers, and 
more—all are the product of 
their teachers, professionals 
who poured into them with 
both core content and char-
acter development.

One of the rich traditions 
at Alpine High School’s an-
nual graduation ceremony is 
a nod to the powerful impact 
of amazing teachers. Honor 
graduates select a teacher 
from Alpine ISD who had 

a profound impact on their 
lives: this teacher then es-
corts the graduate to the 
stage while the announcer 
reads a message of gratitude 
from the graduate to the 
teacher.

It’s a beautiful, symbolic 
gesture honoring the pro-
found impact of a teacher 
and the “passing forward” 
of our graduates from our 
classes and our infl uence and 
into the world.

The truth is, however, that 
our former teachers’ im-
pact doesn’t end when we 
leave their classrooms. We 
each bring a piece of our 
incredible teachers with us. 
Our knowledge, our skills, 
our character are forever 
changed by our teachers’ 
impact.

I am so grateful that Mrs. 
Lukas chose teaching as her 
profession. I am better for it. 
And, I am honored to have 
passed on some of her ex-
cellence and joy in my own 
classroom. The ripple of care 
and inspiration continues in 
the profession that builds all 
other professions: teaching.

The profession that builds all professions

“Oh! I have slipped the 
surly bonds of Earth

And danced the skies on 
laughter-silvered wings;

— John Gillespie Magee 
Jr., World War II Royal 

Canadian Air Force fi ghter 
pilot and war poet.

“Mistakes to avoid on 
your pilot’s license check 
ride,” the magazine headline 
declared. Made me chuckle. 
I could liven up that list.

I still read a lot about fl y-
ing, although I haven’t pilot-
ed an aircraft in more than 
20 years. Some things I used 
to do that I don’t do anymore 
for whatever reason; I have 
no strong desire to do again. 
But fl y an airplane? I’d do 
that again in a heartbeat. 

Doing so would entail 
some FAA required catch up 
instruction and a check ride. 
Should that occur, I doubt 
this new check ride would 
be as eventful as my fi rst.

Flying was a childhood 
obsession with me. Draw-
ing pictures of airplanes in 
school. Model airplanes sus-
pended from my bedroom 
ceiling with Mom’s sewing 
thread.

Following that dream, I 
budgeted for fl ying lessons 
once out of college and 
gainfully employed. A few 
hours a week spent at the old 
Mount Pleasant Airport with 
instructor Doyle Amerson, 
and I was a soloed student 
pilot. 

Friend and Marine pilot 
veteran, Grady Firmin, read-
ied me for the fi nal phase. 
The check ride. Flying with 
Grady off ered insightful mo-
ments diff ering from those 
of a civilian instructor. Al-
ways throwing in little ex-

tras. Like the day he 
asked, “Wanna learn 
how to slip an air-
plane?’

“Sure,” I said. 
“They don’t teach 

it anymore, and you 
won’t need to know 
it for the check ride. 
But I’ll show you 
how. Might come in 
handy,” he assured me.

Non-pilot note #1. Coor-
dination of aircraft controls 
produces desired and expect-
ed results. Cross-controlling 
(uncoordinated) in a manner 
for which they were not nec-
essarily designed will yield 
diff erent, but sometimes use-
ful, results. 

Where coordinated appli-
cation of rudder and aileron 
produces gentle turns, unco-
ordinated application pro-
duces rapid loss of altitude. 
Think, “Falling from danc-
ing skies on silver wings.”

Fast forward to check ride 
day. Winging my way to 
Gregg County Airport, I had 
almost forgotten hanger talk 
tagging FAA check ride pilot 
Johnny Walker as the “get 
him and you’re doomed” 
guy. “He’s tough,” one soul 
said. “Most students fail the 
fi rst ride with him,” said an-
other. “Made me cry,” ad-
mitted one poor guy.

Signed in and paperwork 
approved, I nervously await-
ed my turn. Then I hear, “Al-
dridge?” 

“That’s me.”
“Good morning, Mr. Al-

dridge, my name is Johnny 
Walker. Are you ready to 
fl y?”

“Yes sir,” I affirmed 
boldly, hoping to hide that 
sudden sinking sensation 
sweeping over me.

We began the 
pre-flight walk-
around inspec-
t i o n .  E n g i n e 
check, control 
surface check, 
f u e l  s a m p l e 
check, and more. 
I  was almost 
done when I ran 
into the wing. 

Yep, walked into the trailing 
edge of the high-wing Cess-
na with my forehead. Forgot 
to duck.

Fumbling for a paper tow-
el behind the seat to wipe 
the blood away, I thought, 
“Great job, clutz, you aren’t 
even off the ground, and 
you’ve already failed.”

We did get off , however. 
And into the tests. “Fly a 
heading of one eight zero 
for thirty seconds and make 
a climbing turn to 3,500 at 
two seven zero. Show me a 
power-off  stall. A power-on 
stall. Slow fl ight maneuvers. 
Recovery from unusual 
attitudes. That’s the gut-
wrencher where the instruc-
tor takes control and throws 
the plane into some crazy 
downward spiraling turn 
thing. Then gives it back to 
the petrifi ed pilot to recover.

Exercises completed. Fi-
nally. I was wrung out. 

“OK, take us back to the 
airport,” he said. Just as 
I contacted the tower and 
turned into the downwind 
leg of the traffi  c pattern, the 
legendary check ride pilot 
had one surprise left. 

“You just lost electrical 
power. Show me a no-fl aps 
landing.”

Non-pilot note #2. Wings 
fl aps increase lift allowing 
for slower speeds and easier 
descents. Although not es-

sential, all basic pilot train-
ing is done by teaching the 
application of fl aps for land-
ing. 

The solution was not hard, 
just not practiced much: ex-
tend the downwind leg to 
lose altitude before reach-
ing the runway. That lack 
of practice became obvious 
when he said, “You’re still 
too high. Can you slip it?”

“Sure,” I beamed with 
pleasure and surprise. Then 
executed the technique 
Grady taught me. The one I 
wouldn’t need to know for 
the check ride. Yes, that one. 

The airplane pitched nose 
up like a horse fi ghting the 
reins before settling into a 
descent. Like a fast-falling 
elevator.

Just before touching 
down, releasing the airplane 
from its cross-coordination 
contortion allowed it to set-
tle gently on the runway. To 
quote pilot jargon, “right on 
the numbers.”

“Good job,” Walker said 
as we taxied to the termi-
nal. “Congratulations, you 
passed!”

Once inside and with Mr. 
Walker’s signature on my 
license, I thanked him, bor-
rowed a band-aid for my 
forehead, and flew back 
to Mount Pleasant having 
reached my goal as a licensed 
pilot. Albeit wounded.

I thought about that day 
last week as I read the article 
about check ride mistakes to 
avoid. I was disappointed. 
Running into the wing with 
your forehead was not on the 
list. 

Maybe I should contact the 
author. Maybe even they’ve 
heard of Johnny Walker in 
Longview.

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

The legendary check ride pilot had one surprise left

DR. MICHELLE RINEHART

Superintendent, 
Alpine ISD

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Our Avalanche 

reporter asked, 

“What makes the 

perfect summer af-

ternoon for you?”

Heard 
on the

STREET

Edwin Urias: A perfect 
summer aft ernoon for me 

has to be either indoors 
with the AC, some ice 

cream and board games 
or a good ol’ fashioned 

swim in the pool!

Hillary Rickman: What 
makes a perfect summer 
aft ernoon is being able to 
spend time with family 
and friends, eating good 

food and just being 
together.

Stephanie Johnson:
Hanging out with 
family and friends 
while BBQing and 
listening to music.

Abby Hursh:
A good lunch, 
thunderstorm 

watching, and a nap.

Brandon Apodaca:  
I’d say my summer 
aft ernoon would be 

prepping for a grill day. 
With a beer in my hand, 
music blasting, and just 
chilling with my dogs.

Alpine Humane Society 
Pet of the Week is Fanny. 
Fanny just knows she’ll 
grow into that big head 
and fancy fur coat. This 
little girl is so cute, she’s 
impossible.

Right now, while ev-
eryone is staying in the 
house to avoid the heat 
outdoors, it’s a great time 
to adopt a kitten or two. 
Fanny is a perfect choice. 
Kittens provide endless 
entertainment and will 
grow into loving family 
members in no time.

Alpine Animal Services 
partners with Alpine Hu-
mane Society to provide 
many needs for pet own-
ers. At the Shelter, Alpine 
Animal Services offers 
pet microchipping and 

also pet cremation ser-
vices. Call the Shelter for 
more information.

Alpine Humane Society 
off ers emergency tempo-
rary pet food for pet own-
ers experiencing hardship. 
And many aff ordable pet 
supplies are offered at 
the AHS Thrift Store and 
Cattery. 

Pet of the Week pro-
motions are courtesy of 
Alpine Humane Society. 
Alpine Animal Services 
handles pet adoptions at 
the city shelter, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and 2 to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
at 2900 E. Old Marathon 
Highway. For information 
about shelter pet adop-
tions, cremation services, 
or lost/found pets, call the 

Shelter at 432-837-9030.
The Alpine Humane So-

ciety Thrift Store and Cat-
tery is at 706 N. 5th Street 
in Alpine, open 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. The Pet Pantry 
is located at 600 N. 5th 
Street. The AHS Helpline 
is 432-837-2532. To view 
adoptable pets, visit Pet-
Finder.com or www.alpin-
ehumanesociety.org, and 
check us out on Facebook 
and Instagram.

State FFA Convention

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 

IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

Bethany Ahern, Agent

Dona Ward Blevins

dblevins@farmersagent.com

farmersagent.com/dblevins

2100 W Hwy 90, Ste B
Alpine, Tx 79830

WE'VE GOT 
YOU COVERED!
• Home      • Auto      • Commercial      • Life

Call 432-837-2225 today!

NOTICE OF PASSED ORDINANCE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT THE 

CITY COUNCIL HAS PASSED THE FOLLOWING CAPTIONED 2023 

ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE 2023-06-01: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF ALPINE, TEXAS AUTHORIZING THE INSTALLATION 

OF ADDITIONAL FOUR WAY STOP SIGNS AT THE INTERSECTIONS 

OF 8TH STREET AND SUL ROSS AVENUE, THE INTERSECTIONS OF 

8TH STREET AND AVENUE A, THE INTERSECTIONS OF 7TH AND 

HENDRYX AVENUE, AND THE INTERSECTIONS OF 8TH STREET 

AND DEL RIO AVENUE.

COPIES OF THE ORDINANCE ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL, 100 

N. 13TH STREET, DURING NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS BETWEEN 

8:00 A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. AND 1:00 P.M. TO 5:00 P.M. COPIES MAY ALSO 

BE OBTAINED BY EMAILING CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.

COM. QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE CITY 

SECRETARY AT 432-837-3301, OPTION 1.

PET OF THE WEEK
Send your community events to 

kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

July-August Summer Read-

ing Program, The Alpine Public 

Library is hosting its summer read-

ing program for all ages along with 

various events. For more informa-

tion visit alpinepubliclibrary.org 

or stop by and visit the circulation 

desk for more information. 

July 20-23 Theatre of the Big 

Bend, 8 p.m. “The 25th Annual 

Putnam County Spelling Bee” to be 

performed each night.

July 21-23 Sul Ross Exes 

Reunion & Roping, Begins at 2 

p.m. at the RAS building. Roping at 

9 a.m., July 22 at the SALE Arena. 

For more information contact Beto 

Hinojosa at 361-271-8418 or go to 

www.sulrosexes.com. 

Aug. 3-Sept. 12 Abstract Art 

Invitational, Deadline is August 1, 

11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Gallery on 

the Square, 115 W. Holland or work 

may be mailed in and received 

before August 1 to BBAC, PO Box 

1746, Alpine 79831. For questions 

contact Lois Leofsky at Yellowlo-

tus1@yahoo.com

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 E. 

Lockhart Ave. Schedules available 

on front door. For more information, 

call 915-562-4081 or aa-intergroup.

org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting,

noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-

ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 meet-

ing, 6:30 p.m., second Monday each 

month, Legion Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross 

Ave. Dinner provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 

meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 

each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. Sul 

Ross Ave.  

Big Bend Community Cho-

rale rehearsals on Monday eve-

nings at 6 p.m. in the First United 

Methodist Church sanctuary in 

Alpine. All are welcome, but first 

contact Andrew Alegria at Andrew.

alegria@sulross.edu, call 432-837-

8216, or visit bbcchorale.wixsite.

com/bbcc.   

Celebrate Recovery, at Big 

Bend Cowboy Church on Monday 

evenings 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For more 

information contact CW at 432-386-

3628 or Stacey at 432-386-2979. 

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine 

Public Library by appointment only, 

805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-2621   

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public 

Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-

2621 to make an appointment.  

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public 

Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-

2621 to make an appointment.  

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, noon, 

Wednesdays at the Sul Ross Univer-

sity Center, room 210

See more at alpineavalanche.com.

Offi  cers from the Big Bend Chapter of the Alpine FFA recently attended 
the State FFA Convention held in Dallas. Tannin Ritchie received her Lone 
Star Degree while attending  the convention. From left: Clancy Newman, 
Reese Coleman, Tannin Ritchie, Allison Sanchez, and Martin Sablatura.

Notice
Replat of lots 10 and 11 Block 3 Sunny Glen Estates Phase Four.

www.farmersagent.com/dblevins
www.alpinepubliclibrary.org
www.sulrosexes.com
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.kevin.muellerosawtoothsurvey.com
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participate in the Health 
Professions Advisory 
Committee process be-
tween years one and two as 
well as submit their com-
pleted application to the 
Texas Medical and Dental 
Schools Application Ser-
vice or TMDSAS.

During their second year 
at Midland College, stu-
dents will apply to transfer 
to UNT in Denton, and all 
deadlines for applications 
must be met. A TCOM 
secondary application must 
also be submitted.

Through the early ac-
ceptance, the UNTHSC-
TCOM Admissions will 
select applicants for in-
terviews for admission to 
TCOM. Not all applicants 
from the PCPP program are 
guaranteed an interview, 
nor is participation in PCPP 
a guarantee of acceptance to 
UNTHSC-TCOM.

If students are accepted 
to UNTHSC-TCOM, part 
of the requirement for 
medical school are medi-
cal mission trips. Because 
rural areas are lacking in 
healthcare options, UN-
THSC-TCOM’s curricu-
lum requires their students 
to perform these missions 
in rural areas that have a 
physician working on their 
residency, and more spe-
cifi cally, West Texas.

These medical students 
serve the surrounding 
communities of Van Horn, 
Sanderson, Marathon, Ter-
lingua, Presidio, Marfa, 
and most recently Alpine; 
twice a year through host 
clinics that focus on rural 
healthcare. 

Ann Smith, with the 
office of Rural Medical 
Education from UNTH-
SC-TCOM said, “These 
mission trips we take each 
year, in March and July, re-
ally allow our students to 

get a clear picture of how 
underserved these rural 
communities are. I have 
each of these students do 
a demographic study pri-
or to coming out to West 
Texas so they know what 
to expect in terms of pa-
tients.” Smith also noted 
that these mission trips are 
expensive, but that thanks 
to generous donors, they 
are able to pay for the mis-
sions without added cost to 
the students.

“These mission trips al-
low the students to do pa-
tient intakes, check vitals 
such as blood pressure, 
heart rate, and height and 
weight as well as check 
for blood glucose and A1C 
readings for diabetics or 
possible diabetics. We also 
do student physicals that 
are required before the new 
school year.  All of these 
screenings are done at no 
cost to the patients. We 
bring along several doctors 
to assist students in speak-
ing to patients on pathways 
to better health or let them 
know about a medical 
concern that they need to 
monitor or take care of im-
mediately,” added Smith.

This past mission trip 
that concluded July 6, con-
sisted of four clinics. These 
clinics were held in Van 
Horn, where there were 16 
patients seen, Sanderson, 
with 34 patients, Mara-
thon, with 22 patients, and 
for the fi rst time in Alpine, 
there were 50 patients seen. 
“Seeing these numbers 
was humbling and dem-
onstrates the help we need 
in these rural communi-
ties in terms of healthcare. 
This program and these 
missions are the best re-
cruiting opportunity for 
these students to become 
rural physicians in our area 
communities,” concluded 
Dr. Billings.

VIVA • FROM 1

restaurant and Cibolo 
Creek join them. And the 
Old Gringo and Marfa 
Spirit Company have 
events Friday and Satur-
day, while the Granada 
Theatre is also scheduled 
for Saturday evening fun.

To only name a few 
among the impressive 
line-up in the tight sched-
ule, among those playing 
are local bands like Mari-
juana Sweet Tooth and The 
Swifts, as well as new vis-
iting bands like PAACK, 
Jane Leo, and artists like 
Jacob Stelly, Jackie Ven-
son, and Blan Scott. 

To get the ball rolling 
on Thursday, the Rever-
ent Few, the West Texas 
Exiles, and Jacob Stelly 
with be playing at the Rail-
road Blues. The Swifts and 
Kevin Anthony & G-Town 
with be at the Spicewood 
restaurant. Planet Marfa 
will be hosting The Grand 
Tourists and PAACK while 
Jack Ingram will play at 
Cibolo Creek Ranch.

On Friday, The Rail-
road Blues has Henri 
Herbert, Jackie Venson, 
and Morry Sochat & the 
Special 20s scheduled to 
play. Spicewood restaurant 
has The Moonshiners and 
Jerry King & the River-
town Ramblers coming 
in to entertain guests. The 
Old Gringo will have the 
Getocowboys and Madam 
Radar that evening. Guy 
Forsyth will be the mu-
sical guest at the Cibolo 
Creek Ranch. Cari Hutson, 
the Andrea Magee Band, 
and Josh Baca & the Hot 
Tamales will be at Planet 
Marfa while Marfa Spirit 
Co. will host David Beebe 
3 and Patrice Pike.

Saturday participants 
can enjoy the music of 
Patrice Pike, Jomo & the 
Possum Posse, and Radio 
la Chusma at the Railroad 
Blues. Blan Scott and An-
thony Ray Wright will be 

at the Old Gringo. Planet 
Marfa has Scrappy Jud 
Newcomb, je’Texas, and 
Sour Bridges scheduled. 
The Marfa Spirit Co. will 
have Jane Leo and Henri 
Invisible. 

This year, the Granada 
Theatre will be once again 
active in Viva Big Bend, 
after several absent years, 
hosting Bidi Bidi Banda 
and Los Texmaniacs fea-
turing Augie Meyers. Their 
sponsor this year is the Big 
Bend Regional Medical 
Center.

To wrap up the Viva Big 
Bend schedule on Sunday, 
the Railroad Blues will have 
Puro Party Allstarz, Chubby 
Knuckle Choir, and The 
Doodlin’ Hogwallops play-
ing. Planet Marfa is leav-
ing with Primo Carrasco & 
David Beebe and the Texas 
Tycoons, for an open to the 
public evening.

Locations like; the Châ-
teau Wright winery and 
the Kelly Outdoor Theatre 
in Fort Davis, the Starlight 
Theatre in Terlingua, the 
Gage Hotel and Marathon 
Motel and RV Park in Mar-
athon, Daly Park in Presi-
dio, and the Holland Hotel, 
the Ritchey, Out West Feed 
and Supply, and Museum 
of the Big Bend in Alpine 
are also hosting for Viva 
Big Bend.

Kids can enjoy entertain-
ment too and are invited to 
the Alpine Visitors Cen-
ter for a free show by Mr. 
Will.

Visitors should note that 
while there are the offi  cial-
ly scheduled Viva events, 
many of these businesses 
will be hosting other things 
all weekend long for prime 
entertainment. During the 
scheduled events you can 
pay a cover charge at the 
door or get yourself a gen-
eral admission VBB wrist 
band for $55, because the 
VIP bands are already sold 
out online.

PRCA world stand-
ings, and the top five 
athletes in each disci-
pline at the end of the 
season are invited to 
compete in The Ameri-
can Rodeo 2024. The 
regional semi-finals, 
held in Oklahoma City 
this coming February 
will mark the fourth 
consecutive trip for 
Charlesworth. “I quali-
fi ed for the semi-fi nals 
the last three years, but 
unfortunately didn’t do 
very well. This year, 
I’m really excited to 
have qualifi ed because 
my horses are doing re-
ally well, and qualify-
ing in this region is es-
pecially diffi  cult. I just 
feel blessed to have 
this opportunity once 
again,” Charlesworth 
said.

Only 18 years old, 
Charlesworth has been 
competing in rodeo 
most of her life. “My 
fi rst competitive rodeo 
I think I was six-years 
old. My whole family 
has rodeoed over the 
years, and this is just 
what we do,” Charles-
worth remarked.

While she quali-
fi ed for The American 
semi-finals in break-
away roping, Charles-
worth also barrel races 
and competes in the 
reigning cow horse 
competition.

“The atmosphere at 
this level of competi-
tion with all these pro-
fessionals who are at 
the top of their game 
is great. I’m glad I’ve 
had the experience of 
that for the past few 
years, so I know what 
to expect. The experi-
ence has been great,” 
Charlesworth added.

If she were to ad-
vance to the fi nals and 
win the breakaway rop-
ing title, Charlesworth 
said she would con-
tinue to rodeo profes-
sionally and probably 
invest her winnings. 
“Rodeoing is expen-
sive. There are a lot 
of moving parts to pay 
for, from horse feed, 
vet bills, truck, and 
trailer maintenance, 
to feeding myself and 
also entry fees just to 
name a few. But I love 
it.”

COWGIRL • FROM 1

Emily Charlesworth throws her rope at a calf dur-
ing the breakaway roping event.

Courtesy photo

STUDENTS • FROM 1

REVENUE

ADOPTED

FY 2022-2023

PROPOSED

FY 2023-2024

NON DEPARTMENTAL – GENERAL 44,500$                $91,500

ADMINISTRATION 1,033,122$           $1,157,693

MUNICIPAL COURT 50,250$                $50,250

POLICE 4,850$                  $4,650

AD VALOREM TAX 1,992,874$           $1,992,874

BULINDING SERVICES 94,000$                $94,000

ANIMAL CONTROL 47,450$                $47,450

PARKS / COMMUNITY RECREATION 24,000$                $25,500

STREETS 100,200$              $70,200

TRANSFERS 282,000$              $0

ALL TAXES 2,110,000$           $2,260,000

FIRE DEPARTMENT 20,000$                $0

General Fund Sub-Total 5,803,246$           $5,794,117

INTEREST & SINKING 149,817$              $147,909

NON DEPARTMENTAL – ENTERPRISE 6,500$                  $75,000

WATER 1,961,000$           $1,961,000

SEWER 750,000$              $750,000

SANITATION / RECYCLING 2,278,650$           $2,440,350

TRANSFERS 702,114$              $1,451,545

AIRPORT 761,204$              $800,512

GAS FUND 2,217,000$           $2,225,000

Enterprise Fund Sub-Total 8,676,468$           $9,703,407

Tourism Fund - Hotel Occupancy Tax Sub-To 782,398$              $1,016,963

TOTAL REVENUE 15,411,929$     $16,662,396 7.50%

 CITY OF ALPINE, TEXAS 

COMBINED BUDGET SUMMARIES

EXPENDITURES
ADOPTED

FY 2022-2023

PROPOSED

FY 2023-2024

NON DEPARTMENTAL – GENERAL 553,161$              $656,800

CITY GOVERNMENT 129,888$              $151,773

ADMINISTRATION 446,007$              $464,277

HUMAN RESOURCE 66,093$                $59,021

FINANCE 327,819$              $398,639

MUNICIPAL COURT 97,096$                $107,590

POLICE 1,397,900$           $1,425,199

FIRE DEPARTMENT 77,250$                $0

AD VALOREM TAX -$                      -$                       

BUILDING SERVICES 219,094$              $261,026

ANIMAL CONTROL 380,109$              $400,543

PARKS / COMMUNITY RECREATION 527,977$              $541,341

STREETS 1,467,802$           $1,255,354

BUILDING MAINTENENACE 113,050$              $72,554

General Fund Sub-Total 5,803,246$           $5,794,117

INTEREST & SINKING 149,817$              $147,909

NON DEPARTMENTAL – UTILITY BILLING 401,625$              $429,806

WATER 2,178,006$           $2,016,539

SEWER 949,161$              $1,944,686

SANITATION / RECYCLING 2,169,471$           $2,286,864

AIRPORT 761,204$              $800,512

GAS FUND 2,217,000$           $2,225,000

GAS FUND RESERVES -$                      $0

Enterprise Fund Sub-Total 8,676,467$           $9,703,407

Tourism Fund - HOT Sub-Total 782,398$              $1,016,963

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 15,411,928$     $16,662,396 7.50%

 CITY OF ALPINE, TEXAS 

COMBINED BUDGET SUMMARIES

ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.laposadamilagro.net
www.alpineavalanche.com
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TEXAS

CROSSWORD
by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  album by Texas 

      group “ZZ Top”:

      “____ Hombres”

  5  sharpen

  6  TXism: “____ bien”

     (good)

  7  TX Sam Rayburn

      was a 24-____

      congressman

  8  this Moe was TCU

      basketball coach

      (1987-94)

  9  pamper place

12  Panna _____, Texas

17  “masticates,” if you

      wanna get fancy

19  Ector County seat

21  in Hidalgo County

      on highway 107

22  TXism: “____  __ 

      a junkyard dog”

23  “found _  ____  _

      wrote years ago”

28  you can ___  _ free

      72-ounce steak at

      the “Big Texan”

29  this Carter founded

      the “Fort Worth

      Star-Telegram”

30  Morton Salt is 

      doing this in Grand

      Saline, Texas

31  TXism: “got tumble-

      weed blood in his

      veins”

35  “don’t ___  __”

      (don’t annoy)

36  TXism: “high __  _

      ____  ____” (costly)

42  TXism: “______  __

      _ picture”

44  Waxahachie is seat

      of this county

  1  Texas-connected

      Jimmy Webb wrote

      “By ___  ____  _

      ___  __ Phoenix”

  2  in Falls County on

      U.S. 77

  3  front door, e.g.

  4  where two pieces

      of fabric are sewn

  9  TXism: “hobble

      your lip” (____ up)

10  San Saba, TX: “The

      _____  _______ 

      __ the World”

46  TXism: “__  ___  ____

      Catholic?” (yes)

48  natural skill, aptitude

49  Mule____, Texas

50  do the butterfl y or 

      backstroke

51  can order it sweet in

      Texas cafes (2 wds.)

52  oil or gas additive

53  Vice President, TX John,

      said his job “_____ worth

      a bucket of warm spit”

54  TX Janine 

      Turner was in 

      “Cliffhanger” 

      fi lmed in the ____

56  Water___ was

      city of Austin’s

      fi rst name

57  Popeye’s girl, Olive

58  national anthem

      writer, Key (init.)

11  TX Mary Kay ___ of

      a cosmetics empire

12  dad’s mate

13  TXism: “short as _

      ________ memory”

14  500 sheets of paper  

15  “there __  __ such

      thing as a free lunch”

16  TXism: “tough __

      __ old boot”

18  Texas has 14 of

      these appellate

      courts (abbr.)

20  TXism: “old __ sin”

23  morning time (abbr.)

24  pen tip

25  TXism: “mosey __ 

      __ to the trough”

      (join in)

26  it runs along the

      Euphrates

27  entangle

32  old Oilers coach:

      _  _ “Bum” Phillips

33  __ Pleasant, Texas

      (abbr.)

34  TXism: drunk __

      a skunk”

36  a “yes” vote

37  foolish or gullible

      people

38  TXism: “can’t make

      a silk purse out of

      _  ____ ear”

39  in Collin County

      on U.S. 75

40  a rope is tied to

      this on a boat

41  TXism for “relatives”

43  ___ Colony, Texas

45  __ Jo, Texas (abbr.)

47  hires

48  sole apiary regulator 

      in Texas (abbr.)

55  Livingston is the

      seat of this county
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LOOKING BACKEST 1891
S   B  B  

 D  M  C

Alpine Avalanche

Sale ends 7/31/23

Dear Neil: My squash 
fruit has become distorted. 
I had several good fruits on 
the plant, but now this one 
looks similar to corn without 
the shucks. Can you tell me 
what the problem is? 

I decreased the contrast so 
I could see what you were 
describing. This is the way 
squash fruits develop as they 
age. This fruit is overly ma-
ture. Truth be known, it may 
have aged rapidly due to 
stresses on the plant brought 
on by heat and drought, also 
by insect attacks. Your squash 
plantings have run their course 
for the springtime. It’s time to 
plant seeds for the fall crop. 
You should have a nice new 
supply of top-quality squash 
in a couple of months.

Dear Neil: How do I know 
when to harvest my Kieff er 
pears? My tree is fi nally pro-
ducing.

You’re too early. Wait un-
til fall. The fruits are ready to 
harvest when they come loose 
from their branches with just 
a gentle twist. Kieff er pears 
have been a staple garden 
variety for 160 years, partly 
because of their productivity, 

but mainly because of their 
resistance to fi re blight, the 
disease that prevents us from 
growing Bartlett and the other 
high-quality table pears from 
the West Coast. Just keep in 
mind that the higher the grit 
content of a pear variety, the 
more resistant it’s going to be 
to fi re blight, and Kieff er pears 
are quite gritty. You want to 
wait until fall to harvest them. 
When the fruits separate eas-
ily from their branches with a 
gentle twist it’s time to harvest 
them. Pears are some of the 
few fruits that will continue to 
ripen after they are harvested. 

Wrap the pears in newspapers 
and put them in the fruit draw-
er of your fridge for 10-20 
days. The fruit is considered 
ripe when the fl esh around the 
stem softens enough to yield 
under pressure. At that point 
you’ll be able to get maximum 
use out of the fruit. Kieff er 
pears are best used for baking 
and in preserves. You won’t 
be enchanted by its quality as 
a fresh-eating pear.

Dear Neil: How can I 
kill mud daubers? They’re 
building nests 
against our 
bricks.

Are you sure 
you really want 
to? My wife 
and I live in the 
country. By this 
time in the sum-
mer, ours is often 
the only moist 
soil left for mud 
daubers to “har-
vest.” I’m not an 
entomologist, but 
instead a horti-
culturist. Let me 
lean on a couple 
of entomolo-
gists from Texas 

A&M who wrote that, “…
although capable of stinging, 
they are rarely aggressive.” 
One species, McIlveen and 
Hamman said about the mud 
dauber that it, “…provisions 
its nest mostly with paralyzed 
black widow spiders.” I repeat 
my question: Are you sure you 
want to kill them? I can wash 
their nests down with a garden 
hose a little bit later in the sea-
son. I have gardened and lived 
around them all my life and I 
have never been stung.

Dear Neil: Is it true that I 
should be picking the fl ow-
ers off  my caladium and co-
leus plants?

Yes. They will stifle the 
production of new leaves. 
They snap off  caladiums very 
easily as they pop out of the 
crowns of the plants. You’ll 
have about the same sensation 
you’d have in snapping beans 
before cooking them. As you 
hinted, there are other land-
scape plants that should not 
be allowed to produce fl ow-

ers. That list includes coleus, 
basil, santolina, and lamb’s 
ear. When those plants start to 
fl ower, they shut down almost 
all future vegetative growth. 
Since we’re growing those 
plants for their leaves, that 
takes away most of their good 
looks.

Have a question you’d like 
Neil to consider? E-mail him 
at mailbag@sperrygardens.
com. Neil regrets that he can-
not reply to questions individu-
ally.

Distorted squash on the vine is age related

July 13, 1945
Alpine’s new ball club, the Alpine Cats, invite 
you to their match against the Monahan’s Oil-
ers this Sunday at 3:30 p.m. They’ll be play-
ing at the new fi eld, west of the state highway 
building on Fort Davis Road.

July 6, 1945
Mask and Slipper invites everyone to the 
college auditorium to enjoy Louisa May 
Alcott’s classic, Little Women. On July 
10-11 at 8:30 p.m. those who love the 
story of the four sisters or those who have 
never met them can join us to see the char-
acters come alive on stage.

July 6, 1945
Join the City Clean-Up Campaign with 
a little paint to spruce up your property. 
The Alpine Lumber Co. has your small 
project’s materials and equipment wait-
ing for you. Let’s make Alpine beauti-
ful together.

July 27, 1945
The Alpine Chamber of Commerce wel-
comes the annual Paisano visitors! With the 
area’s beautiful scenery, climate, and citizen-
ship, we hope that some of you decide to 
stay. Alpine is the gateway to the Big Bend 
National Park and the Davis Mountains and 
home to the Sul Ross State College.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

Squash plant.

www.morrisonhardware.com
www.truevaluerewards.com
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 Sports

After an up-and-down 
month of June that saw 
the Alpine Cowboys hov-
er around the .500 mark, 
the fi rst week-and-a-half 
of July has showcased 
a Cowboys team that 
seems to have found its 
groove. 

Alpine recorded six 
wins over an eight-game 
homestand, which fea-
tured a two-game sweep 
of the Austin Weirdos and 
series victories against 
the Trinidad Triggers and 
Roswell Invaders. Win-
ning two of three against 
the Triggers felt especial-
ly good for the Cowboys, 
as it was the Triggers who 
ended Alpine’s 2022 sea-
son in the fi rst round of 
the playoff s. 

The series began with 
a 9-6 Triggers win June 
29 and ended with a 
Cowboys doubleheader 
sweep July 1. The Cow-
boys won those games 
with 23-8 and 4-1 scores. 
Following the series, 
Cowboys first baseman 
Josh Rego received a pro-
motion to the Lake Erie 
Crushers of the Frontier 
League. Rego had been 
hitting the cover off  the 
ball in the previous two 
weeks and posted a .483 

average with seven home 
runs and 40 runs batted 
in for the season. 

The July 3-4 set against 
Roswell brought the In-
vaders to Kokernot Field 
for the fi rst time in 2023. 
In the season’s eight pre-
vious games between Al-
pine and Roswell at Joe 
Bauman Stadium in New 
Mexico, the Cowboys 
went 2-6. 

The Cowboys domi-
nated the series opener to 
win 8-2 and split the In-

dependence Day double-
header with a 6-3 victory 
and a 7-5 defeat. 

Ahead of the second 
game of the doublehead-
er, Cowboys outfielder 
Mark Traylor proposed 
to his girlfriend Taylor 
Richard during a cer-
emony honoring Tray-
lor’s 2022 Most Valu-
able Player season. The 
ring was presented on 
the pitcher’s mound in 
a baseball cut nearly in 
half lined with green felt. 

Traylor’s family made 
the trip from Pumpkin 
Center, Louisiana, and 
was present on the fi eld 
for the special moment. 

The Cowboys then em-
barked on their longest 
road trip of the season, 
a three-state, nine-game 
trek to Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, Garden City, 
Kansas, and Blackwell, 
Oklahoma. The three-
game set at Fort Marcy 
Ballpark in Santa Fe 
against the Fuego was 

especially bountiful. Al-
pine outscored Santa Fe 
65-33 across the series to 
sweep the Fuego. 

On July 7, the Cowboys 
established two new fran-
chise records during the 
second game. Alpine won 
the game 30-10, the most 
runs scored in a single 
game since the Cowboys 
joined the Pecos League 
in 2011. Cowboys third 
baseman James Prockish 
tallied 10 RBI, tying the 
all-time Alpine mark for 
RBI in one game. For-
mer Cowboys outfi elder 
Matt Scruggs drove in 10 
runs during a road game 
against the Invaders July 
21, 2013. 

The Cowboys faced 
the Garden City Wind 
and Blackwell Flycatch-
ers to conclude the road 
trip from July 10-15 and 
returned home for the 
Pecos League Mountain 
Division All-Star Game 
at Kokernot Field on July 
16. 

Cowboys win July 4 series vs. Invaders, sweep Fuego

The Alpine Cowboys celebrate their victory in the fi rst game of a double-
header over the Roswell Invaders July 4 at Kokernot Field. Alpine won six 
of eight games in their last homestand. 

Photo by Julie Myers 

BY ETHAN EIBE

Contributor

Sports 
Schedule
ALPINE FIGHTIN’ 

BUCKS FOOTBALL

Aug. 11 Alpine vs McCamey 

-Scrimmage JV 5 p.m., 

Varsity 6 p.m.

Aug. 18 Pecos @ Alpine 

– Scrimmage JV 5 p.m., 

Varsity 6 p.m.

Aug. 24 Alpine vs Clint 

Mountainview JV 5:30 p.m.

Aug. 25 Clint Mountainview 

@ Alpine, Varsity 7 p.m.

Hope Domin-
guez waits to 
bump the ball 
across the net 
during the 
Lady Bucks 
summer 
practices at 
Alpine High 
School.

Courtesy photo

Lady Bucks summer practice

Sul Ross freshman Jayden Canaba shows young 
basketball players the ropes during the youth bas-
ketball camp hosted by the Lobo Men’s basketball 
program last week.

Photo by Joh Covington

Basketball camp

Schedule
O6 ALPINE COWBOYS BASEBALL

July 20 @ Tucson 7 p.m.

July 21 @ Tucson 7 p.m.

July 22 @ Tucson 7 p.m.

July23 vs Tucson 6 p.m.

July 24 vs Tucson 7 p.m.

July 25 vs Tucson 7 p.m.

402 W Holland Ave. | Alpine, TX 79830 | 432-837-0094
www.transpecosbanks.com

Alpine o6 CowboysAlpine o6 CowboysBEST OF

     LUCK TO THE

Proud Proud 
Alpine Alpine 
Bucks Bucks 

Sponsors:Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

Summer Athletes continue 

to put in the work during the 

Brought to you by

ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 North Highway 118

432-837-2518

GAS • DIESEL • PROPANE

Fuels

www.transpecosbanks.com


 

Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Reidling Coleman

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
ANGLICAN CHURCH IN N. AMERICA

HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN
903 Fighting Buck Ave., 837-7170

www.holycrossalpine.org

Rev. Wyatt Boutwell

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN

15th & Holland, 837-5428

Pastor Mike Fickenscher

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas

646-509-5072

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

editor@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

Holy Cross
Anglican Church

Holy Communion Sunday 10:30am
Wed. Evening 6:00pm

Wed. Evening Bible Study 6:30pm

Pastor - Damien GroutPastor Wyatt Boutwell

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334
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Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio • Marfa
432.729.4306 • 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com

In what activities did 
you participate in high 
school?

During my four years 
of high school, I have 
participated in Football, 
basketball, track, and 
student council.

Who was your favor-
ite teacher/coach, and 
why? 

In all honesty, I cannot 
narrow it down to one 
specific teacher. Every 
single one of my educa-
tors have played a unique 
and important role in my 
education.  

What was your fa-
vorite moment the last 
four years? 

My favorite moment 
in the last four years will 
have to be the moment I 

found out that spring break 

was extended a week…

and then, we did not have 

to go back to school for 

the rest of the year.  

What are your plans 

after high school?

My future plans include 

college, investing, purchas-

ing and selling real state, 

and experiencing life.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Ylan Hernandez

Ylan Hernandez

Services Provided:
• Wire Transfers • Money Orders • Phone Cards • ATM

The Senior Spotlight is graciously sponsored by

We are very 
proud to 

support todays 
Youth!

Jesus; Savior

I like Joshua from the Old Testament.  After-
all, Jesus took on a form of his name, Yeshua. I 
believe Joshua was a shadow and type of Jesus.  
The fi rst chapter and eighth verse in the book of 
Joshua, describes Joshua’s brave heart; This book 
of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but 
thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that 
thou mayest observe to do according to all that 
is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy 
way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good 
success. (Joshua 1:8)

Indeed, success is what the Lord granted Josh-
ua because he had bold faith in his God.  Joshua 
was chosen to lead God’s people out of the wil-
derness and into the promise land, but in order to 
obtain the promised land, there were many kinds 
of obstacles to overcome.  Some of these obsta-
cles included some tribes of peoples.  Joshua’s 
great faith and his hearing ear to listen to God’s 
instructions lead him to the many victories the 
children of Israel experienced.

Hearing God’s Word and acting upon His 
Word by faith is still God’s formula for us today 
to be successful in His Kingdom here on earth.  
Jesus said, “Therefore whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him 
unto a wise man, which built his house upon a 
rock: And the rain descended, and the fl oods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon 

a rock. And everyone that heareth these sayings 

of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened 

unto a foolish man, which built his house upon 

the sand: And the rain descended, and the fl oods 

came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 

house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.” 

(Matthew 7:24-27)

Our promise land today may not be a parcel of 

ground that fl ows with milk, honey, and fruit as it 

were in the Old Testament, but we can receive by 

faith what God’s Word provides for us today.  Ex-

amples of what we can obtain by faith include but 

are not limited to the Fruit of the Spirit which are 

love, joy, peace longsuff ering, gentleness, good-

ness, faith, meekness, and temperance.(Galatians 

5:22-23)  Also, other promises from God’s Word 

we obtain through Grace by Faith are: regener-

ated spirit, soundness of mind, authority over 

evil, healing of our physical bodies along with 

prosperity and life with abundance. (John 3:16; II 

Timothy 1:7; Luke 10:19; Matthew 18:18; I Peter 

2:24; II Corinthians 8:9; John 10:10; III John 2)

Jesus, our Lord, and Savior came to set us free.  

He liberates us from sin and death, and sickness 

and poverty.  Jesus told us to ask that our joy is 

full.  He is our Good Sheppard, so we do not 

want or lack good things.  Jesus said to seek ye 

fi rst the Kingdom of God and His righteousness 

and all these things will be added unto us. (Mat-

thew 6:33) Ask Jesus to come into your heart 

today and He will transform you with His life-

giving power. (Romans 10:9, 10)

BY PASTOR MARK WILLIAMS
Grace Christian Fellowship

Dr. Barbara Tucker, 
Dean of the College of 
Education and Profes-
sional Studies at Sul 
Ross has been named an 
Impact Academy fellow 
through the national non-
profi t organization Deans 
for Impact .

Dr. Tucker joins other 
leaders chosen for their 
commitment to improv-
ing educator preparation. 
These educator prepa-
ration programs face 
complex challenges as 
they engage in the re-
cruitment and prepared-

ness of teachers who are 
equipped to engage all 
Pre-K – 12 students, in 
rigorous learning expe-
riences. This fi eld more 
than ever before needs 

leaders that can not only 
strengthen but also diver-
sify the educator work-
force.

DFI aims to fill this 
need via these Impact 
Academy fellowships, 
which has benefi ted and 
empowered more than 
130 leaders at the dean 
level to date. Dr. Tucker 
joins 23 other leaders 
who were announced as 
part of the fellowship’s 
eighth cohort.

“For the eighth year in 
a row, we welcome a di-
verse group of outstand-
ing leaders to Impact 
Academy who are stead-

fast in their commitment 
to ensuring all Pre-K – 12 
students access well-pre-
pared teachers,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Valerie 
Sakimura. “As commu-
nities respond to short-
ages of skilled educators, 
there is no more crucial 
time to ensure that we’re 
building pathways into 
teaching that are acces-
sible, practice-based, and 
focused on equitable in-
struction. Leaders in edu-
cator preparation play an 
essential role in charting 
the future of the teaching 
profession,” Sakimura 
added.

Tucker named to national fellowship for educators
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Dr. Barbara Tucker

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.marfainsurance.com
www.holycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating 

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 727772755

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING

AND COOLINGAND COOLING
SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

To advertise your
business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or
Donna @ 432-336-6432

BANKING

(432) 837-0094(432) 837-0094
102 W. Avenue E • Alpine, TX 79830

109 W. Hwy. 90 • Marathon, TX • (432) 386-4500

115 W. 3rd • Pecos, TX 79772 • (432) 445-9000

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435 |  877.493.7862 | WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

2215 W 9TH

FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735

432-336-5289

CONSTRUCTION

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

DESIGNER HOMES

432-284-1184

432-284-9003

Making Your Dream
Making Your Dream

Home Come True
Home Come True

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-6432

GLASS & MIRROR SERVICES

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-6432

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
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PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

TRUCKING

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo
HAIR STYLIST

WELDING

REAL ESTATE

INVESTMENTS

TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

2215 W 9th. | FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735

432–290-4729

2215 W 9TH

FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735

432-336-5289

432-336-3314
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

2215 W 9TH | FORT STOCKTON

432-336-5289

HORSE BREEDING

MOVING

TIRE DISPOSAL

Buying or Selling?

Colton Foster 432-294-3849

Residential · Commercial · Ranch

Clay Braden 325-315-6412

Call

or

Tire Disposal
Legally dispose of scrap tires!
(TCEQ Permitted facility).
Fees: $8/semi tire and $6/auto, pickup, and trailer tires when
delivered to West Odessa, TX
No super singles, agriculture or machinery tires.
Add $4/tire extra for pick-up service in Ft. Stockton. & $6/tire

extra for pick-up service in Marathon & Alpine.

          (50 tire minimum for pick-up service)

Open daily during daylight hours. Cash, cards, checks okay.

Call  Call  432-614-1865432-614-1865    for more information.for more information.

Tire Disposal

4 3 2 - 6 14 -1 8 6 5
Angela Miles,
Realtor

804 N. Main | Fort Stockton
432-290-8038 | akmilesrealtor@yahoo.com

Let my years of experience work for you.

 Residential

 Commercial

 Ranch

 Property Management

�������	
�����
�	�����
��
����

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

SPA

Royal Beauty Studio

Eunice Page

Micropigmentation Artist

eunicebarronp@yahoo.com

237 W. 21st St. Fort Stockton Texas

Business Facebook:

Royal Beauty Studio

432-294-1565

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com


 

MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT 

FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE HELP WANTED GARAGE SALE PETS

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Mobile homes 

and spaces. Close 

to Sul Ross Uni-

versity. Frontier 

Mobile Home 

Village. 1102 N. 

9th St. trailer #35 

Alpine. Call 432-

837-2736 

 LAND FOR SALE 

10 to 40 Acre 

properties in 

Terlingua Ranch 

starting at just 

$9,499. Seller 

fi nancing avail-

able. Call/text: 

832-626-2044. 

E-Mail: sales@

savvylands.com. 

View properties: 

www.SavvyLands.

com 

FOR RENT/LEASE 

1bed/1bath 

furnished apart-

ments available at 

Spanish Oaks. No 
pets! Please call 
Clark @ 432-837-
3411 for more 
details. Clark 
Nussbaum Realty 

Rentals Available. 
Call Rhonda Cole 
432-837-5539 

407 E. Lockhart 
Hse#4, 1 BR/ 
1 Bath, Rent 
$595.00/Mo + 
Deposit 432-249-
0293 

603 E Ave E - 2 
BR/1Bath, Rent 
$795.00 + Depos-
it, 432-249-0293 

407 E. Lock-
hart Apt#3, 1 
BR/1Bath , Rent 
$725.00 /mo + 
Deposit, 432-249-
0293 

208 Dolores 
Mountain Trail 
- Ft Davis, 4 BR 

/ 2 Baths, Rent 
$1600.00/mo + 
Deposit, 432-249-
0293 

For rent 1/1 Stu-
dio Apt $650mo. 
All utilities 
included except 
electricity. $500/
deposit. 432-386-
0342 or 214-632-
2825 

For Rent – Two 
bedroom, one 
bath home. Water 
paid. Washer/dry-
er hookups. $950 
deposit/$950 
month. 409 E. 
Nations. Call 
432-294-3847 for 
more information. 

Central Alpine – 
2/2 with home 
offi  ce. Central air/
heat; all appli-
ances incl. w/d; 
large trees. Tenant 
pays all utilities. 

No smoking, 
no pets. $1500 
mo. Deposit one 
month’s rent. 
Available end of 
July. Shown by 
appointment. 
bigbendwoman@
gmail.com 

HELP WANTED

Carport Construc-
tion needed in 
Presidio, Texas 
79845, 26 ft L X 
12ft W X 8ft H. 
Email bids to Mar-
garet Gardner at 
shelbyandmarga-
ret@gmail.com 

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fi ll night audit. 
Excellent pay and 
benefi ts. Please 
apply in person at 
2607 West High-
way 90. 

Holiday Inn 

Express is seek-
ing dedicated 
employees to 
fi ll front desk, 
night audit, and 
housekeeping 
positions. Please 
apply in person at 
2004 East High-
way 90.

WANT TO BUY

Old British motor-
cycles, running or 
not. 951-205-1550 

I buy cast iron 
skillets please text 
or call 512-963-
7533 

Want to buy old 
Colt pistols and 
old Winchester 
Lever Action rifl es. 
Daytime phone 
#: 432-294-2094. 
Nights/weekends: 
432-364-2234

GARAGE SALE

Estate Sale – 13 

ft. Coleman 
canoe, BBQ, 
Sony turntable, 
bandsaw, vintage 
oil lamps, antique 
decorative iron, 
small amount of 
lumber, planer, 
roping steer, 
smoker, hunting, 
reloading, fi shing, 
full size truck box, 
cast iron, small 
kitchen applianc-
es, dishes, coolers, 
windmill fantails, 
folding chairs and 
lots more. Sat/
Sun 9 to 3, July 22 
and 23, cash and 
check only. 13 
miles south 118, 
watch for signs! 

PETS

Cane Corso pup-
pies for sale. Fort 
Davis area. Leave 
message or text. 
361-218-6194 

ITEMS FOR SALE

Horse for sale: 13 
year old mare, 
gentle, children 
can ride it. $2,000. 
(432)-294-0311 

Saddle for sale: 
Shepplers plea-
sure riding saddle, 
15 inch, good 
condition. $600. 
(432)-24-0311 

Windows for Sale: 
2 – 4X3 windows 
$25 each. (432)-
294-0311 

LIVESTOCK

Beautiful hair 
sheep for sale! 
No sheering! 
Probably preg-
nant adult ewes 
with fall lambs! 
Ram/Ewe lambs 
approximately 7 
months! Alpine 
location, TEXT 
505-554-6710.
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Part-Time

Position 

open in the 

Elections 

For Applications and 

Job Description visit 

www.brewstercountytx.com

Please submit 

applications to 

Lora Nussbaum

203 N 7th

Alpine, TX 79830

Position Open Until Filled

432-837-3334

“Last time I had a garage sale I did not put it in 
the paper and I did not have a good turn out at 
all. I always do because I put  it in the paper.”
                                                   - Susie Gonzales

Find Your Perfect

Pet Match
The Pet Classifi eds
In Print & Online  
Breeders | Rescue Adoptions

Adoption Fairs | Pet Merchandise 

Pet Care Services

To advertise or subscribe, call

432-837-3334
or visit us online today.

Alpine Avalanche
www.alpineavalanche.com

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• FULL TIME- NURSE SUPERVISOR

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location

• PART TIME - DENTAL HYGIENIST,

 Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• PROGRAM COORDINATOR -
 Collaborate with team to ensure program process and 

outcomes.

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

• PART TIME - HOUSEKEEPER,

 Alpine Location

• PART TIME - MAINTENANCE WORKER,

 PCHS locations

• HOUSEKEEPER- PART TIME

• FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST- Alpine

Now Hiring

TransPecos Banks continues to grow and needs 
additional hard working, dedicated employees 

 
UNIVERSAL TELLERS - We are hiring both Full 

$500 hiring bonus

Please apply at 

 

TransPecos Banks,  

P. O. Box 9600, Alpine, Texas 

432-837-0094

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Shipping/Receiving Clerk with NEW PAY RATE 
OF $15.00 per hour to start. Opportunity to earn 
$16.00/per hour upon competent comple� on 
of training. Fast Track to Management

Responsibili� es include loading and 
unloading, forkli�  opera� on, prepara� on 
of shipping documents, verify deliveries, 
maintain warehouse and other general 
du� es.  Requirements: Must be willing to work 
fl exible hours including evenings, weekends 
and holidays, ability to work independently, 
verbal and wri� en communica� on skills, 
working knowledge of computers and forkli�  
experience preferred.  Opportunity to move 
to Supervisor level and pay within the fi rst 6 
months of employment.  Must be able to pass 
a pre-employment drug screen. 

Interested candidates should email or fax 
resume to (432)729-3071 Ext. 607 or texashr@
villagefarms.com, applica� ons are also 
available at Village Farms Security Sta� ons 3 
Miles N. Hwy 17 Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 
17 FT. Davis, TX.  

PART-TIME

www.wtnb.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.brewstercountytx.com
www.tranpecosbanks.com
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Email resume to:  HR@bigbend.com
OR Mail a current resume to BBT, Attn: HR

808 N. 5th St.  Alpine, TX 79830
Please no phone calls.

EOE Employer
Veterans are encouraged to apply

*Terms and Conditions apply.
BBT participates in E-Verify and promotes a Drug-Free Workplace.

AVAILABLE  POSITIONS

For more information 
we invite you to visit

https://www.bigbend.com/about-
us/employment/

Administrative Assistant
BBT, the best place in Alpine for a career, is looking for an 
Administrative Assistant. This role will be in support of 
management and will have various administrative duties. This 
role requires handling confidential information, so understanding 
discretion and the ethics involved are a must. Candidates must 
have good verbal and written communication skills, be proficient 
in Microsoft Office products, be a good problem solver, and have 
excellent organizational skills. BBT offers excellent benefits and 
a $1,000.00 signing bonus upon completion of a successful 
6-months of employment…terms and conditions apply.

Engineering Support Specialist
Do you dream of maps and roads and the best way to get there? 
Then this Engineering Support Specialist opportunity at Big Bend 
Telephone may be the perfect job for you. In this position, you 
will be collaborating with the GIS Administrator and Engineers 
on projects and mapping areas of West Texas. Candidates must 
have two (2) years of work experience using Microsoft Office with 
a special emphasis in Excel and Word. There is a signing bonus 
for new hires (terms and conditions apply) and long-term career 
potential for the right motivated candidate. BBT participates in 
E-Verify and promotes a Drug-Free Workplace. We are an EOE 
Employer and we encourage veterans to apply

Experienced Accounting Assistant
BBT is seeking a full-time experienced Accounting Assistant. 
The ideal candidate must be well organized, able to multi-
task, work under deadlines, have excellent communication and 
analytical skills, General Ledger and Excel knowledge, as well as a 
minimum of 3 years of experience in Accounting. Applicants must 
possess a valid driver’s license, have a good driving record and be 
insurable under the company’s insurance policy. Applicant may 
be required to work overtime or on weekends and holidays as 
needed and may be required to attend out-of-town training and/
or meetings requiring travel by car, bus, plane or other means 
of transportation and overnight stays. Hiring Bonus, Competitive 
Compensation and Benefits Package included. This company 
participates in E-Verify

 Technology Service Associate (Fort Stockton)
Are you looking for a career as a Service Technician who wants 
to provide Big Bend Telephone’s exceptional customer service 
while working in the Fort Stockton. Then BBT is the place for you 
to grow and develop with the ever-changing communications 
industry and is committed to providing stellar customer service 
and first-rate technology. The entire Big Bend team plays a role 
in developing strategies to increase the sales and usage of our 
products, services and equipment while reinforcing our brand. 
The ideal candidate will be technically inclined, have a strong 
desire to succeed and capable of delivering world-class customer 
service. The job entails networking comprehension, installation 
and troubleshooting of fixed wireless, fiber to the home, Wi-Fi 
services, IP Phones, and other customer premise services as 
well as repair and troubleshooting. Position requirements are 
minimum High School Diploma or GED equivalent with 2 years 
of experience in a related field. Applicants must possess a valid 
driver license, have a good driving record and be insurable under 
the company’s insurance policy. There is a $1,000 signing bonus 
for new hires (terms and conditions apply) and long-term career 
potential for the right motivated person.

Customer Operations & Sales Representative 
If you’re looking for a great place to work, then BBT may be 
the place for you. BBT is looking for a candidate with excellent 
communication skills and a desire to assist BBT customers with 
internet, customized voice solutions, and support. BBT Customer 
Operations & Sales Representatives not only support our existing 
customers, but also can recruit new customers which adds earned 
commissions to a salary that is already very competitive. BBT 
offers excellent benefits including health insurance and 401(k) 
with a generous company match. The successful candidate will 
be eligible for a $1,000.00 bonus after a successful 6 months of 
employment.  

LOOKING
for Full time or part time work?

WE CAN HELP!
We are currently looking to hire

ALL SHIFTS.
6am-2pm or 8am-5pm

We can accommodate any schedule you have
• STARTING PAY $12.00 PER HOUR
• Closing pay 13.00 per hour
• 5% Weekend differential
• Benefits Health and 401K
• Overtime available
• One week of paid vacation
• College Assistance
• Flexible Schedule
• Uniform provided
• Free meals

MAINTENANCE (CUSTODIAN) CREW
• Starting pay $14.00

Basic Duties
• Will keep Lobby, back storage, Back area 

Clean and neat
• Keep restaurant area as clean as possible
• Check and clean bathrooms on a regular 

basis
• Assist with truck deliveries as needed.
• Help with opening duties (towels and ice)

MANAGER
• Starting $15.00 or more base with 

experience

Text “mcdworksforme” to 36453
Mcdonalds.com/careers

900 E. Avenue E Alpine Texas

Advertising
really

works!
Call for
details!

432.837
3334

or visit us
online at
www.
alpine
avala
nche
.com

Thank you to these Businesses for 
having Your Local Paper available:

Celebration Liquors

KC's Quickmart

G AUTOMOTIVE

Lost Alaskan RV

AMIGOS
CONVENIENCE

STORE

704 East Holland | Alpine, Texas 79831 | Phone: 432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

Big Bend Resort & Adventures

HIGHLAND DRUG

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

On Tuesday, Brewster County 

Judge Eleazar Cano ordered all 

individuals living in the county 

to stay at home in their place of 

residence, prohibited all pub-

lic or private gatherings of any 

size, shut down all but essential 

businesses, and banned all travel 

except for essential activities.

In addition, he imposed a coun-

ty-wide curfew that ordered mem-

bers of the public to remain at their 

residences between 10 p.m.-5 a.m.

Cano’s supplemental order was 

effective at 11:59 p.m. on March 

31, and will continue until 11:59 

p.m. on April 7. The 

order can be seen in 

its entirety at the 

Alpine Avalanche 

Facebook page or 

alpineavalanche.

com.

As of press time, 

no cases of the coro-

navirus had yet been 

identi� ed in the Tri-County area.

Then at an emergency meeting 

Wednesday, the court designated 

Alpine pediatrician Dr. Ekta Es-

covar as the Brewster County lo-

cal health authority as it pertains 

to COVID-19 subject matter, 

and Cano said her duties could 

possibly expand in the future. 

Commissioner, Pct. 1, Betse 

Esparza pointed out that the 

county and the commissioners 

had already been named in a 

lawsuit and that Escovar could 

be a part of legal action in the 

future. Escovar con� rmed that 

she was aware.

Big Bend Regional Medi-

cal Center CEO Rick Flores 

clari� ed that Escovar would be 

functioning with the county as 

an independent medical provider 

and not as a representative of the 

Medical Center.

Also on Tuesday, Governor 

Greg Abbott told Texans to stay 

at home except for essential 

services and activities, and an-

nounced that schools would re-

main closed until at least May 4.

Abbott’s order goes into ef-

fect at 12:01 tonight and lasts 

until April 30, aligning it with 

the new end date for social-dis-

tancing guidelines announced 

by President Donald Trump on 

Monday.

The order supersedes the one 

Abbott issued March 19 limiting 

social gatherings to 10 people. 

The new order narrows that sig-

nificantly, and asks Texans to 

minimize social gatherings and 

in-person contact with people who 

are not in the same household.
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Alpine Middle School 

� fth grade math teacher 

Amanda Bolaños holds 

a sign showing love and 

encouragement to her 

students in the face of 

the school closures due 

to the coronavirus.

Technology and learn-

ing go hand in hand, and 

Alpine ISD is at the fore-

front, making sure stu-

dents are still fulfilling 

their educational respon-

sibilities, despite the state-

wide school shutdown due 

to COVID-19 concerns. 

Alpine High School 

Principal Justin Gonza-

les said 60% of the high 

school students were using 

a program called Edgenu-

ity, a leading provider of 

online learning for kinder-

garten through 12th grade. 

AISD uses online 

instruction for 

at-home learning 
Cano shuts down county

Lunch from the lunch ladies

Orders shelter-in-place, curfew

Eleazar 

Cano

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION

MAILED TO YOUR DOOR
$42

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.mcdonalds.com/careers
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Have you ever wanted 
to try something just a 
little bit different, but 
weren’t exactly sure what 
that may look like? Most 
of us are probably pretty 
familiar with good old 
bean dip. You know, the 
small can you fi nd with 
the chips at the store that 
many people pair with 
Fritos. Well, what if there 
was a way to have bean 
dip, just what I like to re-
fer to as “the other bean 
dip?” And one that was 
good for your heart?

Welcome to the table 
hummus. Hummus is of 
Arab origin, and is a sa-
vory spread made with 
cooked chickpeas or gar-
banzo beans, mashed, 
and blended with lemon 
juice, tahini, and garlic. 
See what I mean by “the 
other bean dip?”

Of course, hummus can 
be made with the above 
ingredients, along with a 

little cumin and paprika, 
salt, and olive oil and 
eaten as is. But other in-
gredients over the years 
have been added to hum-
mus to add a different 
taste to it. For instance, 
roasted red peppers, jala-
peno, black olive, pump-
kin, avocado, and even 
chocolate.

If we want to have the 
added benefi t of making 
this spread heart healthy, 
we can add in beets. 

Yes, I said beets. Those 
reddish-pink root veg-
etables that rarely find 
their way to our dinner 
tables. Although they 
should, as they are an 
excellent way to support 
healthy blood pressure, 
increase energy without 
stimulants or added sug-
ar, are a great source of 
Vitamin C, and support 
overall heart health and 
circulation. Adding beets 
to your diet if you suff er 

from high blood pressure 
is also a great, natural 
way to decrease it.

One serving, which is 
a quarter cup, contains 
60 calories, three grams 
of protein, three grams of 
fat, and only seven grams 
of carbohydrates. Perfect 
for those on keto or the 
Mediterranean diet.

So, why wouldn’t you 
want to add beets to 
your “bean dip.” By add-
ing beets, it gives your 

hummus that vibrant, 
reddish-pink color beets 
are known for along with 
all the other great health 
benefi ts. In fact, not only 
will it make a stunning 
addition to your snack or 
hors d’ oeuvre table it is 
also easy to make.

Therefore, the next 

time you feel the urge to 
try something a bit dif-
ferent or want to really 
make a statement at your 
next party or gathering, 
whip up some beetroot 
hummus and wow your 
friends and family all 
while helping to keep 
them healthy.
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Beetroot hummus
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Beetroot hummus for your heart

Weekends

July 7 - 23  •  8:00 PM

Kokernot Outdoor Theatre

Alpine, TX

Grimace's B-day Is

Best B-day
HBD, purple pal. Get Grimace’s Birthday Shake

exclusively with Grimace’s Birthday Meal-including ur 

choice of Big Mac® or 10 piece McNuggets® and Fries.c

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine Texas

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Beetroot Hummus

Directions:
Preheat oven to 

400 degrees.
Place the beet 

and garlic cloves on 
a piece of foil and 
drizzle with the ol-
ive oil. Fold the foil 
over and seal into a 
packet, then place 
on a baking sheet. 

Transfer the bak-
ing sheet to the oven 
and roast for 30 
minutes or until the 
beet is fork tender.

Carefully open 
the foil packet and 
let cool.

When the packet 

is cool enough to 

handle, remove the 

beet skin and then 

place the beet and 

garlic cloves in a 

food processor and 

blend.

Continue blend-

ing while adding 

the rest of the ingre-

dients for about fi ve 

minutes.

Refrigerate un-

til ready to use and 

serve with vegeta-

bles or pita chips.

Ingredients:
1 red beet
2 cloves garlic, 

peeled
2 tablespoons olive 

oil
1 ½ cups cooked or 

canned chickpeas, 
drained and rinsed

3 tablespoons of 

warm water
2 tablespoons ta-

hini paste
2 tablespoons fresh 

lemon juice
½ teaspoon cumin
½ teaspoon corian-

der
Salt and pepper to 

taste

Layton and 
Levi De-

Luna, whose 
grandpar-
ents live in 

Fort Davis, 
recently won 

the Texas 
FFA Rodeo 

team roping, 
where they 

each received 
a check and 

a belt buckle.
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Texas FFA Rodeo team roping

www.bit.ly/sulross-theatre

