
 

This year, the Borderlands 

Research Institute, located at 

Sul Ross State University, cul-

minates its 15-year anniversary 

of conservation biology and 

land stewardship in the Trans-

Pecos and Chihuhuan desert re-

gion of West Texas and north-

ern Mexico, as well as areas 

in the Texas panhandle, New 

Mexico, and southeast Arizona. 

Dr. Louis A. Harveson, pro-

fessor of wildlife biology, and 

founder and director of BRI, 

holds the Dan Allen Hughes, 

Jr. Endowment of Directorship 

and is the Provost of Research 

and Development at Sul Ross.

Harveson, a PhD. Graduate of 

the partnership between Texas 

A&M University-Kingsville 

and Texas A&M University, 

spent his graduate years work-

ing and studying under the no-

torious Caesar Kleberg Wildlife 

Research Institute in Kingsville. 

The Alpine City Council held 
a special meeting July 11, to 
make up for the July 4th holi-
day break last week. The re-
ports on the agenda were given 
by Mayor Catherine Eaves and 
City Manager Megan Antrim.

Eaves shared that there are 
two positions available on two 
of the city’s boards, one on the 
Animal Advisory Board and 
one on the Parks and Recre-
ation Board. “We are almost 
100% filled with our boards, 
which hasn’t happened for 
years and years from what I’ve 
observed,” Eaves said. The 
mayor also posts informational 
videos, which can be found on 
the city website.

At the end of her six-minute 
limit, which is the new stan-
dard of allotted time given for 
reports, presentations, and dis-

cussions, Eaves invited 
Antrim to give the City 
Manager report. One of 
Antrim’s main concerns 
lately has been the wa-
ter demand placed on 
the city water systems, 
and whether or not those 
demands can be met, as 
well as exploring options to 
make sure that they can be.

Antrim has been consulting 
with engineers contracted with 
the city to move forward with 
the use of the Daugherty well, 
to study the Lewis test well, 
and the possible renewal of 
the well project known as the 
“tying of the two sides” which 
would connect the Sunny Glen 
wells and the Musquiz wells. 
This connection would be in 
an eff ort to aid parts of the city 
that experience well issues, 
though the project was previ-
ously abandoned because of 

ensuing line breakage.
There is also aban-

doned equipment from 
this project that has never 
been utilized and is near-
ly brand new. “If we can’t 
re-engineer and tie the 
two sides, I want to pull 
that equipment and use it 

somewhere else, so that it’s not 
just sitting there and going to 
waste,” Antrim said.

There were two leaks this last 
weekend that were isolated and 
thus did not aff ect the city. An-
trim noted that the Peirce tank 
can’t currently hold water and 
that it was also something that 
needed to be investigated.

Also in the report, Antrim 
announced that the city will not 
be paving this year. “We will 
still be seal coating, so we will 
still be maintaining several of 
the city blocks. We just won’t 
be having a third-party vendor 

come in and pull up the actual 
road and put down new pave-
ment,” Antrim said. 

Of note, Sylvia Borunda 
Firth, from the Bojorguez law 
fi rm was present for the meet-
ing via zoom. The law fi rm is 
now serving the City of Alpine 
as the city’s attorney, replacing 
Rod Ponton who resigned ear-
lier this summer.

During the Public Hearings, 
the council heard from Brian 
Shugart of Ward 1, who is a 
strong supporter of the addition 
of four-way stop signs at multi-
ple intersections along 8th Street 
and one on 7th Street. Regard-
ing 8th and Sul Ross Avenue 
specifi cally, Shugart said, “Six 
years ago or so, my wife was 
t-boned there, fortunately she 
wasn’t injured.” Shugart said 
that there are many accidents 
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Court 

recognizes 

Sunshine 

House

No paving for city streets in the next year

A student’s mentor gives impetus to the creation of BRI

The Brewster County 
Commissioner’s Court 
held its regularly sched-
uled meeting July 7, at 
9:30 a.m.

In this Tuesday meet-
ing, several notable 
items were discussed, 
such as future budget 
items coming up for 
update and renewal, the 
Sunshine House shared 
the eff orts they’ve made 
in the community, and 
the possible historical 
preservation and care-
taking of the courthouse 
lawn was discussed.

Sunshine House exec-
utive director, Kerie van 
Zeyst, spoke to the court 
about the eff ect the out-
reach eff orts have had in 
the community.

The most recognizable 
service the Sunshine 
House provides would 
be the Meals on Wheels 
initiative, where they 
prepare and deliver food 
to members of the com-
munity in need.

“We do about 250 meals 
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Managing Editor

Daniel Holguin mans the grill, while Butch Holley, Tony Molinar, and Jesse Hernandez assist at this past weekend’s 
Legend’s Golf Tournament held at Alpine Country Club.

Courtesy photo

Grilling for Legends

See COUNCIL • 9

BY JOH COVINGTON
Staff  Writer

Megan 
Antrim

Pronghorn, once 
17,000 plus strong 
in West Texas, 
began a signifi -
cant decline about 
15 years ago, due 
to an abundance 
of blood parasites 
and drought. 
Their numbers 
are slowly in-
creasing once 
again.

Photo by 

Kara Gerbert

www.alpinememorialfuneralhome.com
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Kristin Margaret 

(Carpenter) Garcia

Kristin M. Garcia, 67, 
died unexpectedly July 5, 
from secondary to com-
plications of cancer.  She 
was born October 5, 
1956, in Enid, Okla-
homa to Stephen Kirk 
Carpenter and Barbara 
Kristin (Bergstrom) Car-
penter.   She graduated 
from Berea High School, 
Class of 73.  She attend-

ed college at Kent State 
University and Odessa 
College where she grad-
uated with a degree in 
biomedical electronics. 
Following graduation 

at one of her first jobs, 
she met her soulmate, 
Silbestre Garcia.  They 
celebrated 42 years of 
marriage on July 3.  Af-
ter many years in Mid-
land, where they raised 
their daughter, Santana, 
they retired to the moun-
tains of Alpine.  Kris 
pursued her passions of 
cooking, gardening, and 
spending time with fam-
ily and friends.  She was 
a strong, smart, indepen-

dent, kind, hard working 
woman who followed 
her dreams.  She never 
met a stranger, was the 
best listener, an amaz-
ing hostess, and was al-
ways ready to help any-
one anytime they needed 
it.  She leaves a legacy 
of what it means to be a 
loving wife, mother, sis-
ter, daughter, friend, and 
neighbor.  

Kristin was prede-
ceased by her parents, 

Stephen and Barbara. 

She is survived by her 

husband Silbestre, her 

brothers, Steven Carpen-

ter and Blaine McKelvey 

of Cleveland, Ohio, her 

daughter Santana, and 

her granddaughters Ma-

ple and Capri of Alpine.

A service of remem-

brance will be held Sat-

urday, July 15, from 2 

p.m. to 4 p.m. at 105 

Wild Cherry Rd.  Those 

who wish to remember 

Kristin in a special way 

may do so by remember-

ing her as they knew her. 

Pamela Sue Salcido

Pamela Sue Salcido of 

Fort Davis entered her 

rest June 17. A graveside 

service for Pamela will 

be held Saturday, July 

15 at 10 a.m. at Saint Jo-

seph’s Cemetery in Fort 

Davis. All Services are 

under the direction of 

Davis Mountains Funeral 

Hall -Mobile Mortician 

of Texas. 

Her husband, Jimmy 
Salcido, wishes to ex-
press his sincere appreci-
ation for all the prayers, 
visits, and many other 
acts of kindness shown 
during the time of her 
lengthy illness. 

“Though her smile 
is gone forever and her 
hand I cannot touch I 
still have so many mem-

ories of the one I loved 
so much. Her memory is 
my keepsake with which 
I’ll never part. God has 
her in his keeping, I have 
her in my heart. Sadly 
missed, but never forgot-
ten.”

Remembrances and 
condolences may be 
shared with the family at 
www.mmoftexas.com.

Margaret Stella Smietana

Margaret Stella Smi-
etana passed away qui-
etly in her sleep on May 
9. She was 86 and had 
lived in Alpine for the 
past 16 years.

Margaret was born 
on August 28, 1936, in 
Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, to Charles and 
Stella Culp. She married 
the late John J. Smieta-
na on October 23, 1954, 
soon after high school. 
They raised three chil-
dren together: John Jr., 
Marjorie Lynn, and Rob-
ert Charles Smietana.

Margaret was an ex-
pert in the preparation of 
upscale meals and baked 
goods. She was famous 
for a number of items, 
including her New York 
cherry cheesecake, tra-
ditional Polish meals, 
and a variety of Christ-
mas treats, and sweets, 
among other things. 
She was an avid reader 
who delighted in pass-
ing on her enthusiasm 
for literature to her chil-
dren, grandchildren, and 
friends. Gardening and 
crocheting were two of 

her favorite hobbies that 
she pursued in her lei-
sure time. Additionally, 
it was well known that 
she had a soft spot for 
animals.

Mother Stella, father 
Charles, and husband 
John were all deceased 

before Margaret. Her 

surviving family mem-

bers include her children 

John (Evelyn) of Alpine, 

Marjorie of Odessa, and 

Robert (the late Dyonne 

Talbott) of Escondido, 

CA; two granddaugh-

ters,  Catherine and 

Laura (Earnest Jones) 

of  New Braunfels ; 

three great-grandchil-

dren, Easton, Ellis, and 

Evander Jones; brother 

Charles (Geraldine) 

Culp of Churchville, 

PA; niece Denise Boyle 

of Churchville; nephew 

Gregory (Christ ine) 

Culp of Myrtle Beach, 

SC; great-grand nieces 

Shannon, Cailin Boyle, 

and Jenna Culp; great-

grandnephew Gregory 

Culp

On Friday, July 14,  at 

10 a.m., a memorial ser-

vice will take place at 

Our Lady of Peace Cath-

olic Church in Alpine, 

and burial will follow at 

Holy Angels Cemetery. 

Blue was Margaret’s fa-

vorite color. 
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The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture is extend-
ing the deadline for their 
Emergency Relief Pro-
gram, ERP, Phase Two 
and Pandemic Assistance 
Revenue Program, PARP.

Application deadlines 
for both programs have 
been extended to July 14.

The original deadline 
was set for July 2, but 
this 12-day extension 
allows producers a bit 
more time to apply for 
assistance.

In addition to this ex-
tended deadline, the 
USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency, FSA, will part-
ner with nine separate 
organizations to provide 
educational as well as 
technical assistance to 
ag producers. The FSA 
will also provide assis-
tance in completing the 
ERP Phase Two appli-
cation. The extension of 
the deadline also gives 

the partner organizations 
more time to work with 
producers who may be 
applying for assistance.

Through cooperative 
agreements with the 
FSA, the nine organiza-
tions providing free as-
sistance to producers 
across the U.S. and its 
territories are the Ala-
bama State Association 
of Cooperatives, Farm-
ers Legal Action Group, 
INC., Flower Hill Insti-
tute, Intertribal Agricul-
ture Council, Inc., New 
South Institute, Renew-
ing the Countryside II, 
Rural  Advancement 
Foundation Internation-
al-USA, Rural Coalition, 
and Texas Small Farmers 
and Ranchers CBO.

Depending upon loca-
tion, these partners can 
provide assistance either 
by phone or through on-
line meetings software 
such as Zoom or Micro-
soft Teams.

“Farm Service Agency 
recognizes that there is a 

learning curve for pro-
ducers applying for our 
new revenue-based pro-
grams. We want to make 
sure producers have the 
time they need to ap-
ply for assistance,” said 
FSA Administrator Zach 
Ducheneaux. “Partner-
ing with these multiple 
organizations through 
cooperative agreements 
provides additional edu-
cational and technical 
assistance to producers 
who may need help with 
the ERP Phase Two ap-
plication process. This 
deadline extension will 
give producers more time 
to locate and work with 
these organizations to 
complete their program 
application.”

There is no charge for 
technical assistance pro-
vided by FSA employees 
or cooperative agreement 
recipients. These organi-
zations will assist pro-
ducers with the comple-
tion of the applications 
and any follow-up future 

insurance coverage re-
quirements. Producers 
who receive ERP pay-
ments are statutorily re-
quired to purchase crop 
insurance or Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program, NAP, coverage 
for the next two available 
crop years. These orga-
nizations will not collect 
producer records, com-
plete, or sign the applica-
tion form, or act on the 
producer’s behalf in any 
way through this process.

More information on 
FSA cooperative agree-
ments and contact infor-
mation for the nine orga-
nizations may be found 
by visiting fsa.usda.gov/
programs-and-services/
cooperative-agreements/
index. 

For PARP application 
assistance, the USDA 
hosted a webinar that fo-
cused on completing the 
PARP application form 
on June 8, from 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. EST with mem-
bers of the National Farm 

Income Tax Extension 
Committee.

To be eligible for the 
ERP Phase Two, produc-
ers must have suffered 
a decrease in allowable 
gross revenue in 2020 
or 2021 due to necessary 
expenses related to losses 
of eligible crops from a 
qualifying natural disas-
ter event. Assistance will 
be primarily to produc-
ers of crops that were not 
covered by Federal Crop 
Insurance or NAP, since 
crops covered by both of 
these were included in 
the assistance under ERP 
Phase One.

Eligibility for PARP 
includes the producer 
having been in the busi-
ness of farming during 
at least part of the 2020 
calendar year and had a 
15% or greater decrease 
in allowable gross rev-

enue for the 2020 calen-
dar year, as compared to 
a baseline year.

Producers should con-
tact their local FSA of-
fi ce to make an appoint-
ment to apply for ERP 
Phase Two and PARP 
assistance. Producers 
should also know that 
July 15 is a major dead-
line to complete acreage 
reports for most crops. 
The FSA encourages 
producers to complete 
applications for both the 
ERP Phase Two, PARP, 
and their acreage report-
ing during the same of-
fi ce visit. For more in-
formation contact your 
local USDA Service 
Center. For Brewster, 
Jeff  Davis, and Presidio 
counties, call the FSA at 
432-837-2325, and for 
Pecos and Terrell Coun-
ties, call 432-336-5206.
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BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

USDA extends deadline for revenue loss applications

This past Saturday, the 
Alpine Public Library’s 
fundraising event, Danc-
ing with Big Bend’s Stars 
was a success.  Seven 
teams competed in the 
event held at the Granada 
Theatre on June 8.

Among the teams that 
competed in the fund-
raiser were Las Adelitas, 
Zumba of Alpine Public 
Library, Nora Hubbard 
and Matheo Karleen, Ki-
wanis Low Steppers, Greg 
and Valynda Henington, 
Rubbie Ortiz Dominguez, 
and the City of Alpine.

Members of the Las 
Adelitas team were Eva 

Olivas, Blanca Caughman, 
Ruth Macias, Carmen 
Dominguez, Juany Rodri-
guez, and Angel Silvas. 

The Kiwanis Low Steppers 
team was made up of Jim-
my Case, Marilyn Gruebel, 
and Ralph Gruebel.

After all expenses, 
the event brought in 
$9,317.15 for the Alpine 
Public Library.

Dancing with Big Bend’s Stars fundraiser a success
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Brewster County Judge Greg Henington and his wife Valynda were one of 
seven teams who participated in the Alpine Public Library’s fundraising 
event this past Saturday night.

Shirley Biellier and 
her daughter Rhon-
da Cole dance out-
side the tent set up 

by Alpine’s Kiwanis 
Club, during the 4th 

of July festivities 
held at Kokernot 

Park last Tuesday.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Kiwanis 

Club 

Fourth 

of July
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

RESULTS

TECHNOLOGY

THE WRITTEN WORD

INDUSTRIALIZATION

SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES

ART AND MUSIC

WHICH OF THESE WOULD 

YOU SAY IS MAN’S GREATEST 

ACHIEVEMENT?

Total votes: 3

0%  (0 votes)

67%  (2 votes)

0%  (0votes)

0%  (0 votes)

33%  (1 votes)

Now the Avalanche asks: 

Which of these would you say 

is man’s greatest achievement?

-Technology

-The Written Word

-Industrialization

-Scientific Discoveries

-Art and Music

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to kara.gerbert@
alpineavalanche.com by noon Monday 
for consideration.
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Wi t h  s o m e -
what agitational 
words like “cli-
mate change” be-
ing thrown around 
these days, one 
may wonder what 
all that entails. Peo-
ple from all walks 
of life and political 
leanings will have 
an opinion on what they 
believe it means. Politicos 
would have us all believe 
that the increase in human 
population and greenhouses 
gases are the only culprits 
and that fossil fueled vehi-
cles are evil and the biggest 
cause.

While I’ll not argue that 
with the onset of industri-
alization at the turn of the 
20th century, and the expo-
nential increase in humans 
and fossil fueled transit and 
transport have added to the 
problem, the truth as I see it 
is that the earth has experi-
enced heating and cooling 
periods from its beginnings. 

With the use of “dead 
dinosaurs” to power our 
planes, trains, and automo-
biles, are we any more of a 
problem than said dinosaurs 
themselves? 

Perhaps, but let’s face it, 
like cows who have most 

recently become 
“public methane 
enemy number 
one,” dinosaurs 
themselves had to 
contribute to the 
methane and CO2 
in the atmosphere 
also. Not to men-
tion the geological 
unrest with vol-

canoes that were arguably 
much more active than those 
today.

So, as the earth has heat-
ed and cooled repeatedly, 
and inland seas have dried 
up, several areas across the 
globe, such as Big Bend, 
have become desert cli-
mates.

The Chihuahuan Desert 
that we are a part of here in 
the Big Bend region is short 
on rainfall and heavy on 
sun. Weather patterns like El 
Nino and La Nina can aff ect 
how much moisture the area 
receives in any given year. 

Drought is not uncom-
mon in the desert, and thus 
as modern human consumers 
we all should be cognizant 
of our water usage.

Modern day man is used 
to instant gratification and 
amenities that our ances-
tors didn’t take for granted. 
The Baby Boomer genera-

tion’s parents, Generation 
X’s grandparents, suffered 
through the Great Depres-
sion. Their generation 
scrimped and saved and sac-
rificed. There was little to 
no rain and very little food, 
and the economy was in the 
toilet. To say they struggled 
is an understatement. But as 
inhabitants of this desert, we 
call home, we should take 
note of their struggles, espe-
cially in regard to our water.

Water is a precious com-
modity across the globe, de-
spite the earth being covered 
in 71% of it. Only 3.5% of 
all the earth’s water is fresh 
water. That’s not much when 
you consider there are al-
most 8 billion people on the 
planet, not to mention wild-
life, domestic animals, and 
all the processes required to 
produce goods and services 
that utilize water.

In an attempt to conserve 
such a precious resource, 
many people have turned to 
water catchments and xe-
riscaping in the Big Bend 
area. 

I can attest to the fact that 
the only plants watered in 
my yard are my pecan trees; 
two of which were planted 
by my grandparents. The 
largest, whose girth is larg-

er than a man’s reach, has 
been there longer than my 
103-year-old house.

Since aff ording a complete 
xeriscape yard is out of my 
budget, along with the water 
catchment accessories, the 
next best thing is allowing 
the yard to go back to native 
plant life. While some of this 
occurs in the form of unsa-
vory weeds, slowly, native 
grasses and wildfl owers are 
beginning to take hold.

Such native vegetation is 
relatively drought tolerant, 
and certainly desert hardy. 
There are several prickly 
pear cacti as well as cholla 
and mesquite, and even a 
couple juniper trees. The 
water they receive comes 
directly from the sky, and 
not from the City of Al-
pine’s collected supply, even 
though their wells rely on 
rain to recharge the aquifer.

Emerald-green yards are 
beautiful but costly, and in 
a desert, drought susceptible 
climate, I feel the need to 
conserve. With city wells and 
water infrastructure strug-
gling, water conservation 
in all forms is the best way 
those of us who live here in 
the Big Bend can ensure that 
we have an adequate supply 
in years to come.

Climate change, desert dwellers, water conservation

“If an expired license plate 
means another decoration for 
your living room wall … you 
might be a redneck.”

— Jeff  Foxworthy 

“I’m going to the courthouse 
to get new tags for the car,” I 
remember my grandfather say-
ing as he tapped his pipe on the 
ashtray to empty the remains 
of Prince Albert tobacco. 

“You want to go with me.”
That was a no-brainer. It 

meant he would let me drive as 
soon as we got out of sight of 
the house. I was still a couple 
of years short of the required 
license age of 14. But my 
grandfather saw no harm in 
teaching a youngster how to 
drive with behind-the-wheel 
instruction on the way to the 
hardware store, the gas station, 
or the courthouse. 

My grandmother, on the 
other hand, was adamantly 
opposed. “Take him out to the 
pasture where I learned how to 
drive,” she reprimanded him.

I loved my grandmother, but 
that declaration always puz-
zled me. They lived in town. 
There was no pasture. My 
grandmother was also a wise 
woman. So maybe there was a 
message in there somewhere.

Going to the courthouse to 
get new tags, as license plates 
used to be characterized, was 
once a springtime ritual in Tex-
as when every car and truck 
license expired on the same 
date. Lines were long at the 
license offi  ce on that last day.

Like many back then, my 
grandfather hung expired tags 
on the wall of his garage. I 

don’t have expired 
plates on my living 
room wall … yet. But I 
do have a wall of them 
in my garage. A 40-
year collection span-
ning a brand new, still 
with a paper divider, 
set of 1929 plates up 
into the ‘70s. About the 
time my interest in cars 
and plates begins to wane.

A look at the history of the 
often-ignored license plate is 
intriguing. Texas fi rst required 
registering motor vehicles in 
1907. Car owners made their 
own license plates in the be-
ginning, most often by attach-
ing metal numbers to a piece of 
wood using a “serial number” 
assigned to them by the coun-
ty. That remained the norm un-
til 1917, when the state began 
issuing metal license plates.

Like cars of the era, license 
tags came primarily in black. 
Random years saw some or-
ange plates before the state be-
gan alternating the two colors 
every year. Made it really easy 
to spot anyone driving with 
expired tags. In 1957, the al-
ternating colors were changed 
to white with black letters and 
black with white letters. That 
was the style in the early 1960s 
when I began driving.

“How do I get plates like 
those black and white ones,” I 
asked while in the courthouse 
a few weeks ago to renew the 
registration on my Tahoe. I 
noticed the new black plates 
with white letters when they 
were off ered as personalized, 
or “vanity” plates a few years 
ago. They reminded me of the 

1968 black plate 
with white letter 
design I attached 
to my burgundy 
1965 Chevelle 
Malibu SS that 
year. 

Those of us 
harboring an ap-
preciation for old 
cars also appreci-

ate old license plates. We also 
remember heartwarming mo-
ments like that. 

I bought my first van-
ity plates in the 1970s, soon 
after Texas began offering 
them. Mine read “CAMEO.” 
Looked great on the fi rst ve-
hicle restoration I attempted, a 
1956 Chevrolet Cameo Carrier 
pickup.  

Regular issue plates in the 
‘70s were white with letters of 
black, green, or red until 1999. 
That’s when arguably the ugli-
est license plates any state ever 
conceived was adopted. Sup-
posedly symbolizing all things 
Texas with a space shuttle, 
cactus, a cowboy, and I forget 
what else, was incorporated 
into the design.

Thankfully, in 2012, the 
issue of white with black let-
ters replaced them. And they 
remain as the standard. Prob-
ably will be for a while, as the 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
reported recently, they have no 
plans to change the design any-
time soon.

Contemplating plates also 
reminded me that misuse of 
tags can come with conse-
quences. A long-ago moment 
of temporary insanity when 
learning to make license plates 

in a state prison loomed large.
That was the summer be-

tween college semesters spent 
working in my uncle’s body 
shop in California. Amazing as 
it may seem, money intended 
for college funds found its way 
into purchasing a Southern 
California hot rod Ford Model 
A with a hopped-up DeSoto 
Hemi motor. 

I thought it was college re-
lated. Besides books and other 
college stuff , a guy also needed 
a cool car. 

Needing to drive the yet un-
registered car to the shop for a 
paint job one night, borrowing 
the front plate off  my friend’s 
’57 Chevy seemed a reason-
able solution. MPHS class-
mate Ronnie Lilly had made 
the summer trek out west with 
me. 

My plan began to unravel 
when one of Canoga Park, 
California’s fi nest decided he 
needed a closer inspection. 
He was about to buy my story 
about driving the car from Tex-
as until Ronnie passed us and 
pulled over to see what was 
happening. 

The look on the officer’s 
face when he discovered Ron-
nie’s car had a matching plate 
to the one on my hot rod said 
it all. Fortunately, he gave me 
an A for eff ort. That and an ex-
pensive ticket.

So, now this has me think-
ing. Some of my unique old 
Texas plates could look pretty 
good on my living room wall. 

I believe the feng shui will 
work if I hang them with the 
1950 Studebaker grille near the 
gasoline station sign.

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

This car tag discussion has me thinking

KARA GERBERT

Managing editor

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Send your community events to 
kara.gerbert@alpineavalanche.
com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

J u n e - A u g u s t  S u m m e r 
Reading Program, The Alpine 
Public Library is hosting its sum-
mer reading program for all ages 
along with various events. For 
more information visit alpin-
epubliclibrary.org or stop by and 
visit the circulation desk for more 
information. 

July 7-23 Theatre of the 
Big Bend, 8 p.m. “The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee” to be performed each night.

July 13 Holy Angels Ceme-
tery Association, meets at 5:30 
p.m. Chapparral Building 1009 E. 

Gallego. Contact Susie Gonzales 
at 432-244-9805 for more infor-
mation.

July 17-20 Summer Bible 
Camp, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Our 
Lady of Peace Catholic Church for 
grades pre-k through 6. A pool 

party will follow from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. at the Alpine city pool on 
Thursday, July 20. Registration 
will be at the OLP offi  ce.

July 22 Sul Ross Exes Re-
union Roping, 9 a.m. at the 
SALE Arena. For more informa-
tion contact Beto Hinojosa at 
361-271-8418 or go to www.
sulrossexes.com.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 
E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules avail-
able on front door. For more in-
formation, call 915-562-4081 or 
aa-intergroup.org.  

Alpine Lions Club meeting,
noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-
ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.  

American Legion Post 79 

meeting, 6:30 p.m., second 
Monday each month, Legion 
Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner 
provided.   

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave.  

Alpine Humane So-
ciety Pet of the Week 
is Rex. Hello, I’m Rex. 
I have a whole heap of 
get-up-and-go and I’m 
not short on aff ection ei-
ther. Don’t be intimidat-
ed by my bark I know it’s 
quite loud but it’s just to 
make sure that you will 
be looking my way. Runs 
or walks…well who am I 
kidding? It’s going to be 
a run. I love, love, love 
it all. I also enjoy a good 
tub of water on a nice hot 
summer day. So, let’s go 
and adventure and hike 
with stops by the river 
for a dip.

Alpine Humane So-
ciety always wants to 
be able to say yes when 
asked to assist with the 
cost of veterinary care for 
a sick or injured pet. The 
only way we can do that 
is to have a pool of funds 
available. Donations are 
tax-deductible and make 
a life-saving difference 
for pets in need.We get 
many calls each week 
asking for such help. We 
cannot imagine having 
to say no. Supporting us 
fi nancially makes you a 
hero! Online donations 
can be made at alpinehu-
manesociety.org. Checks 
can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 1464, Alpine 79831, 
or dropped off at our 
Thrift Store and Cattery. 

Donors can also pay to-
ward our account at any 
area veterinary clinic us-
ing cash, check, or credit 
card. Thank you for mak-
ing a difference in the 
lives of our community’s 
pets!

Pet of the Week pro-
motions are courtesy of 
Alpine Humane Society. 
Alpine Animal Services 
handles pet adoptions at 
the city shelter, 10 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. and 2 to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
at 2900 E. Old Marathon 
Highway. For informa-
tion about shelter pet 
adoptions, cremation 
services, or lost/found 
pets, call the Shelter at 
432-837-9030.

The Alpine Humane 
Society Thrift Store and 
Cattery is at 706 N. 5th 
Street in Alpine, open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday. 
The Pet Pantry is locat-
ed at 600 N. 5th Street. 
The AHS Helpline is 
432-837-2532. To view 
adoptable pets, visit 
PetFinder.com or www.
alpinehumanesociety.
org, and check us out 
on Facebook and Insta-
gram.

PET OF THE WEEK

What is 
something that 
you hate doing, 
but do anyway 

because it’s good 
for you?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Elizabeth Beam: I 
hate eating veggies 

but do three times a 
day because I know 

it’s good for me!

Adam Brant:
Exercise. I dislike 

the pain… but 
appreciate the gain.

David DeLao: I 
don’t like doing 

work that isn’t acting 
related. But it pays 
the bills and makes 
me appreciate my 
times on set more.

Caroline Luna: I 
hate letting go of 

physical reminders 
of lost loved ones. 
� e items feel so 
connected to the 
people, but the 

clutter they create 
is overwhelming! 
You can’t live life 
surrounded by 

the past, you have 
to let go of these 

things and trust that 
memories will live 
on in your heart 

and mind, but I hate 
doing it! 

L

L

L

L

Mellissa Murphy:
One thing I hate 
doing is brushing 

my teeth. It’s like one 
of my least favorite 
things, but I do it 

because I don’t want 
to have homeless 

man teeth and don’t 
want to scare other 
humans away with 

dragon breath.

Monty Welt 
creates anoth-

er mural to en-
hance down-
town Alpine. 

This mural is 
located on the 

back of City 
Drug.

Photo by 

J.T. Maroney

City 

Drug 

mural

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE 
THAT A CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD 
AT 5:30 P.M. ON TUESDAY, JULY 18, 2023 REGARDING 
THE 2024-2028 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM.

THE CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD 
ON JULY 18, 2023, AT 5:30 P.M. IN CITY COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS AT 803 WEST HOLLAND AVENUE TO HEAR 
CITIZEN VIEWS AND COMMENTS CONCERNING THE 
PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM. 

A COPY OF THE DRAFT PLAN IS AVAILABLE FROM 
THE OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY BY EMAILING                             
CITY.SECRETARY@CITYOFALPINE.COM OR BY 
REQUESTING A COPY IN PERSON AT CITY HALL. 
QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO (432) 837-3301, 
OPTION 1.

Come in Come in 

and check and check 

out our out our 

daily Drink daily Drink 

Specials and Specials and 

Giveaways!Giveaways!

Live Live 

music this music this 

weekend!weekend!

18YR AND UP

 WELCOMED

  432.837.5948  | 108 West Avenue E | ALPINE

ROSWELL LIVESTOCK AUCTION SALES, INC.ROSWELL LIVESTOCK AUCTION SALES, INC.

SALE DATE: MONDAY, JULY 10, 2023
1335 head of cattle sold on Monday, on a higher market, 

with excellent buyer attendance. This is the top of the 
market and prices range down from this according to 

 

COMPARED TO LAST WEEK:  
Stocker Calves: Steady to $6.00 higher
Feeder Cattle: $5.00 to $10.00 higher

Packer Cows and Bulls: $2.00 to $4.00 higher

300# - 400# Steers  ............................. 309.00 to 320.00

300# - 400# Heifers  ........................... 277.00 to 282.00

400# - 500# Steers  ............................. 282.00 to 309.00

400# - 500# Heifers  ........................... 258.00 to 277.00

500# - 600# Steers  ............................. 272.00 to 282.00

500# - 600# Heifers  ........................... 237.00 to 258.00

600# - 700# Steers  ............................. 240.00 to 272.00

600# - 700# Heifers  ........................... 210.00 to 237.00

700# - 800# Steers  ............................. 229.00 to 240.00

700# - 800# Heifers  ........................... 184.00 to 210.00

Packer Cows  ....................................... 105.00 to 113.00

Canner & Cutter Cows  ........................... 85.00 to 95.00

Packer Bulls  ....................................... 114.00 to 134.00

Feeder Bulls  ........................................... 85.00 to 90.00

Cow / Calf Pairs – Top Half  ........... 1500.00 to 2000.00

Bred Cows – Top Half  ................... 1300.00 to 1850.00

Sponsored by:

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE 
IN CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.

Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Office:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Office:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Office:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio • Marfa
432.729.4306 • 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com

ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

www.epubliclibrary.org
www.manesociety.org
www.sulrossexes.com
www.aa-intergroup.org
www.petfinder.com
www.marfainsurance.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.laposadamilagro.net
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a day,” van Zeyst said, 
“Our mission is to provide 
quality nourishment and 
social enrichment.” 

Van Zeyst read a letter 
to the court, addressed 
to the Sunshine House 
from a person who re-
ceives meals. The letter 
stated that client was so 
thankful for the service, 
in part because, some-
times the volunteers are 
the only people they see 
some days, and that their 
kindness makes a big dif-
ference. 

She also shared an in-
cident where a volunteer 
delivering food found 
a client dehydrated and 
alone. Once the volunteer 
helped the client receive 
medical treatment, it was 
revealed that this client 
would have most likely 
perished after only two 
more hours.

Commissioner Mo 
Morrow, Pct. 4, who has 
volunteered for Meals 
on Wheels before, said 
“They had to come look-
ing for me because I was 
talking to everyone. It’s a 
very rewarding experience 
really.”

In appreciation of the 
Sunshine House’s service 
to the elderly community, 
County Judge Greg Hen-
ington, on behalf of the 
Commissioners Court, 
bestowed a placard to the 
representatives for the 
Sunshine House.

Before surprising the 
representatives with the 

honor, Henington said to 
them, “You are here for 
many reasons, but one of 
the reasons we’re here is 
because we’ve conspired 
to present you with this 
plaque for your dedication 
and service.”

The members of the 
court were all invited to 
the Sunshine House for 
lunch sometime.

Next on the agenda, the 
court approved the use of 
funds to have mold grow-
ing in the county clerk’s 
offi  ce basement analyzed 
for removal.

A contract for a training 
and consulting service, 
proposed by Justice of the 
Peace, Pct. 1 Scott Was-
sermann, for the training 
of a new pre-trial services 
clerk at the jail was ap-
proved. 

The court also approved 
the transition of $4,000 
from the Alpine Fire De-
partment into the newly 
developed Alpine Emer-
gency Service Board, 
which oversees the fire 
department.

“It’s simply just mov-
ing it from one hand to the 
other,” Henington said.

In other news, the 
courthouse grounds will 
be receiving some atten-
tion in the future. Within 
the historical fund there 
are also some alloca-
tions available to get the 
grounds professionally 
surveyed, the trees to be 
attended to by arborists, 
and a possible future re-

landscaping with walking 
visitors in mind.

The court approved 
$15,000 to begin with the 
survey, landscape design, 
and some money for the 
arborist to come in and 
clean up the tree’s dead 
limbs and general mainte-
nance.

Judge Henington re-
viewed the action item 
to renew the annual Per-
miaCare contract, which 
grants the county $24,000 
a year for mental health 
services.

“In return, we basically 
agree to have deputies 
that are trained in mental 
health,” said Henington, 
referring to the contract.

Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator, Steph-
anie Elmore, reported that 
there were luckily no in-
cidents for the fi re depart-
ment during the July 4th 
celebrations and that her 
department is still pushing 
for the community emer-
gency response training, 
known as CERT, or Com-
munity Emergency Re-
sponse Team. CERT helps 
train volunteers in how to 
respond in disaster situa-
tions.

Elmore also shared the 
need to renew the current 
and ongoing burn ban, 
which has to be renewed 
regularly, as any burn ban 
has a time limit.

The court also approved 
a $20,000 contract for the 
Brewster County Tour-
ism’s representation at the 

State Fair of Texas.
Finally, the road and 

bridge department and the 
sheriff ’s offi  ce have items 
that were declared as sal-
vage items for future auc-
tion.

The next regularly 
scheduled meeting will be 
held July 25, at 9:30 a.m. 

COURT • FROM 1

During this time, he be-
came acquainted with his 
mentor, and then director 
of the CKWRI, Dr. Fred 
Bryant.

Dr. Harveson began his 
teaching career at Sul Ross 
in 1998, and after having 
spent several years teach-
ing and working in the 
area, he broached the idea 
of a program similar to the 
Kleberg program at Sul 
Ross. After an initial “the 
time isn’t right” response 
from those he spoke with 
in Kingsville, eventually 
he would have the op-
portunity to present the 
idea to former Sul Ross 
president Dr. Vick Morgan 
along with the help of his 
mentor Dr. Bryant.

The proposal was good 
enough for Dr. Morgan 
to approve, and in 2007, 
their initial year began 
with a budget of $3,000. 
This small beginning has 

grown into the success 
that BRI is today.

“Our goal with BRI is 
to build a brand. We live 
in a special area, with a 
delicate balance in the en-
vironment and the wildlife 
that inhabit it. Beyond the 
education and the univer-
sity, we want to share the 
information we gather and 
learn through scientific 
discovery as well as teach 
landowners how best to 
utilize the information in 
a practical manner,” said 
Harveson.

With humble begin-
nings, starting with only 
Harveson himself and Dr. 
Bonnie Warnock, BRI has 
expanded to include four 
endowed positions in the 
College of Agriculture, 
15 to 20 graduate students 
funded through grants and 
soft money, five faculty 
members, and 10 staff 
members.

Once BRI began roll-
ing, their projects were 
based on single species in 
two-year intervals. Grad-
ually these increased to 
include multiple species 
and have become 10 plus 
year projects. Along with 
the increase in species and 
time, new technology such 
as satellite tracking collars 
have been implemented 
which allows research-
ers to grow these projects 
both spatially and tem-
porally, so the data gath-
ered allows landowners 
to manage these delicate 
habitats better.

The institute is also for-
tunate in that they have 
partnered with different 
state and federal wildlife 
organizations with the 
same goals for habitat and 
wildlife conservation. Or-
ganizations such as Texas 
Parks and Wildlife, the 
National Park Service, and 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife are 
just a few of the organiza-
tions BRI has formed part-
nerships in research with. 
Their largest, and most 
important partner howev-
er are the landowners. Be-
cause Texas is over 93% 
privately owned, partner-
ships and good relations 
with the landowners are 
the only real way BRI can 
fulfi ll its mission.

“BRI has been very 
fortunate to have many 
area landowners become 
partners in conservation 
with us. We have also 
had the unique opportu-
nity to get our message 
out through media such 
as the press, but also vi-
sually through organiza-
tions and companies like 
National Geographic, the 
BBC television network, 
and Ben Masters’ Fin and 
Fur Films,” Harveson 
stated.

Moving forward into the 
future, BRI plans to con-
centrate on what Harveson 
calls landscape level im-
pacts. Meaning they will 
be focusing on the eff ects 
that a proposed change on 
a landscape will impact 
all of the elements that 
make up that landscape, 
whether they are positive 
or negative, and then must 
adjust accordingly. “We 
will never be done learn-
ing how best to conserve 
and protect our landscape 
and how to work with our 
landowners to help them 

to do the same as eco-
nomically and realistical-
ly as possible. There will 
always be more to do as 
landowners may change 
hands, climate challenges 
in drought years as well 
as wet years affect flora 
and fauna, and technology 
advances. We take great 
pride in our relationships 
with our donors and our 
landowners as well as our 
ability to have a hands-on 
approach for our students 
to continue the mission 
of BRI,” Harveson con-
cluded.

BRI • FROM 1

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY  
AND YOUR FINANCES

AirMedCare Network (AMCN) is America’s largest air medical  
membership network, providing financial coverage for  

emergency air medical transport.

Expenses for emergency air medical transport can put stress  
on your finances. With an AMCN membership, you will have  

no out-of-pocket expenses only if flown by an AMCN provider. 

Secure financial peace of mind for you and your family today!

To learn more or enroll, contact:
Jade Hambright | Membership Sales Manager  

325.213.5251 | jade.hambright2@gmr.net 
amcnrep.com/jade-hambright

Dispatch decisions are made by emergency medical personnel; membership does not guarantee transport by an AMCN provider.

Notice
A preliminary plat was filed at the

Brewster County Clerk's Office on 7-10-2023. 

FREE 

SCRAP TIRE

RECYCLING
July 28th & 29th

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

9 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

At the Hal Flanders Recycling Center

305 Cemetery Rd  Alpine, TX 79830

* RESIDENTIAL TIRES ACCEPTED UNTIL CONTAINER IS FULL. 

NO COMMERCIAL TIRES ACCEPTED. *

No oversize tires (Any tire 23.5 X 25 and larger including Rear Farm tires that are 46 inches 

in diameter and up) or tires on rims will be accepted.

Sponsored by the City of Alpine and funded by the Rio Grande Council of Governments (RGCOG)

Municipal Solid Waste Grant Program

p y y p

Weekends

July 7 - 23  •  8:00 PM

Kokernot Outdoor Theatre

Alpine, TX

www.bit.ly/sulross-theatre
www.amcnrep.com/jade-hambright
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ACROSS
  1  TX golfer Nelson  

      book: “___  _  

      Played the Game”

  5  longtime U.S. repre-

      sentative Teague

  6  TX-born Robin  

      Wright’s husband  

      actor, Sean

  7  TXism: “too lazy

      __ swat fl ies”

  8  Congress voted to 

      admit Texas as a

      state in this mo.

  9  TXism: “give me

      some _____ room”

14  TXism: “a sight

      for ____ eyes”

15  he coached for the

      Longhorns, Oilers,

      & Cowboys (2 wds.)

19  what TX “Spanky”

      wrote on the fl ying

      red horse atop

      Dallas’ Magnolia 

      Bldg. (2 wds.)

21  a legal right

22  Brady hosted the

      “_____  __ the

      Cactus Shoot” 

27  TXism: “mobile

      mouse ____” (cat)

28  country ballad: 

      “______ on My

      Mind”

29  a dazed state

30  takes gas with a

      hose

32  __-con (now free)

33  TXism: “about as 

      clear as Red _____  

      ___” (confusing)

36  TXism: “fast as _

      ___ up a rafter”

  1  “___ to it!”

  2  Grand ___ Opry

  3  in Runnels County 

      on U.S. 83

  4  book about murder

      in Commerce: “The 

      Last ________ 

      ______”

  8  TXism: “it’ll __  __

      a pinch”

37  this Lupino was in 1972  

      fi lm “Junior Bonner” with 

      TX Joe Don Baker 

38  polite TX refusal

      to a woman (2 wds.)

39  popular attractions

      at Six Flags? (2 wds.)

41  “Friendship” (2 wds.)

44  TXism: “scared the 

      dickens out __  ‘__”

45  TX Perot’s starting 

      naval rank (abbr.)

46  female 

      sheep

47  Alpine High

      School class

48  gave a new

      “handle”?

51  tossed or Caesar

52  snake or scarf

53  this Tinkle wrote

      Alamo book “13         

      Days to Glory” 

54  TXism: “at the        

      ___ of my rope”

  9  “The White

      _______  ______”

      in Fort Worth

10  TXism: “hasta __

      vista” (see ya later)

11  init. of 1-across

12  the San Antonio 

      Trail (2 wds.)

13  TXism: “____ to

      a frazzle” (tired)

14  with “long,” Houston

      dock worker

15  TXism: “do I have

      to draw you _  ___?”

16  counterterrorism 

      “war” abb.

17  the hens won’t lay

      ‘cause the dog

      “______  ‘__  up”

18  historic area:

      “Coahuila  _ 

      _____” (or “Tejas”)

20  west Texas climate

22  Sinatra in “Four 

      for Texas” (init.)

23  TX actor Rip (init.)

24  Austin: “War is  

      ___ only resource”

25  whirls around

26  Gov. “Ma” once

      opposed women’s  

      right __  ____

28  chew

31  popular cookie

34  barn rodents

35  TX Ella ___ Morse’s

      “Cow-Cow Boogie”

37  TXism: “neon light

      ____” (inspiration)

40  TXism: “__  _ hog

      had wings he’d be

      an eagle”

42  is in debt

43  defensible

49  “__  ___ Pa Kettle”

50  actor Asner
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Alpine Avalanche

Sale ends 7/31/23

Dear Neil: How can I get 

potted bougainvilleas to 

rebloom in the summer? 

I was advised to use a fer-

tilizer that is high in phos-

phorus. I’m not sure it has 

helped.

That would be a logical 
suggestion, since phosphorus 
promotes roots, fl owers and 
fruit. However, I’m not sure 
it’s going to help your plant. 
We have to water container 
bougainvilleas relentlessly in 
the summer. That does fl ush 
nutrients out of the soil in 
short order. They need to be 
replenished, but I would sug-
gest more of a complete-and-
balanced, water-soluble food. 
However, go light on it, per-
haps at half rate and frequen-
cy. Bougainvilleas flower 
best when they’re rootbound 
and a little bit hungry. 

I suspect bougainvilleas 
are also “short-day” plants 
like chrysanthemums. They 
need full, bright sun for 
10 or 12 hours per day, but 
then they seem to flower 
most reliably when they get 
complete darkness for 12 or 
more hours at night. That’s 
probably why they usually 

bloom best in early spring 
and mid-fall.

Figuring out why a bou-
gainvillea isn’t blooming 
is almost the same as why 
a wisteria doesn’t flower. 
Truth be known, it’s prob-
ably a combination of several 
circumstances all blended to-
gether.

Dear Neil: I’m confused 

as to why my loquats in 

South Texas froze after last 

winter when they survived 

the cold of February 2021. 

I don’t even know where to 

begin in asking my ques-

tion. Do you have any in-

put?

I saw this on several spe-
cies of plants across Texas. 
One of the diff erences was 
that the freeze this past win-
ter came early in the win-
ter (the Christmas season). 
Plants had not quite accli-
mated to the upcoming cold 
yet. As a veteran nurseryman 
said to me after a damaging 
cold spell decades ago, “We 
got caught with our plants 
down.” The more proper 
horticultural term would be 
that the plants were not suit-
ably “hardened.” I saw it on 
a lot of Asian jasmine beds, 
and varieties of crape myrtles 
that were not hurt in February 
2021 were 
d a m a g e d 
quite badly 
in colder 
pa r t s  o f 
North Texas, 
in 2022. The 
same thing 
happened to 
mondograss 
groundcover 
plantings in 
big parts of 
Texas. They 
were hurt 
this past De-

cember, but not in February 
2021. Right or wrong, that 
would be my theory. I’ll also 
add that it looks like your 
plants may have been grow-
ing in a great deal of shade. 
That would weaken them 
over an extended period of 
time. That could have con-
tributed.

Dear Neil: Do you have 

any idea why the bark on 

my Japanese maple is dis-

integrating?

Rodents, probably rabbits. 
Maybe rats. Squirrels are also 
terrible about doing this. I’ve 
had more questions about 
this type of damage to Japa-

nese maples this spring and 
summer than in the past 30 
years combined. It’s typical 
for squirrels to peel bark off  
limbs high up in pecan trees, 
for example, as they sharpen 
their teeth. However, since 
this is so close to the ground, 
I’m pretty certain it’s rabbits 
or rats. Hopefully it hasn’t 
been lost all the way around 
the trunk. If that’s the case, the 
phloem and cambium layers 
will have been pulled loose 
with the bark. The phloem is 
a cylindrical tissue that carries 

manufactured sugars from the 
leaves down to the roots. The 
cambium is just inside the 
phloem. Its function is to cre-
ate more phloem to its outside 
and xylem – the “wood” of a 
trunk – to the inside, so when 
the cambium is lost, a tree is 
in jeopardy. Time will tell. 
Good luck.

Have a question you’d like 
Neil to consider? E-mail him 
at mailbag@sperrygardens.
com. Neil regrets that he 
cannot reply to questions in-
dividually.

Container bound bougainvilleas require relentless water in summer

July 31, 1953
Now available at the Alpine Butane Company, the world’s 
only combination refrigerator, freezer, icemaker! This kitch-
en appliance of the future makes ice cubes without the need 
for trays. Available in gas or electric models, the Servel brand 
is off ering to install one in your home for only one dollar!

July 31, 1953
Watch 20th Century Fox’s new picture “Taxi” from the 
comfort of your own vehicle.  The Twin Peaks Theatre 
off ers “bigger and better pictures in Alpine” from their 
outdoor drive-in theatre, where visitors can watch a good 
movie surrounded by fresh air and the beautiful scenery.

July 19, 1946
Beauty lovers are in luck right now! While supplies last, 
the Big Bend Drug Co. has the one and only Dorothy Gray 
portrait make-up kits, which include high quality rouge, 
lipstick, and powder! This deal for our local beauties is a 
special, at the smart price of $1.20.

July 19, 1946
Perfect for those hot summer days, a cold glass of soda 
from the Sweet Shop fountain service. Visit for the sand-
wiches and stay for the candies and magazines and spend 
those lazy summer days refreshed with friends.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG
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 Sports

The crown jewel event 
the Alpine Cowboys have 
chased for years is fi nal-
ly coming to Kokernot 
Field. On Sunday, July 
16, representatives from 
all eight Pecos League 
Mountain Division teams 
will make the trek to West 
Texas for the league’s an-
nual All-Star Game. 

The game is scheduled 
for 6 p.m., with a home 
run derby preceding the 
main event. Each year 
the Pecos League holds 
two All-Star Games, one 
for the eight franchises 
in the Pacific Division, 
located entirely in Cali-
fornia, and another for 
the eight scattered across 
the Southwest.

This is the first time 
the Pecos League will 
hold the Mountain Divi-

sion Midsummer Classic 
in Alpine. However, this 
is not the fi rst occurrence 
of a professional All-
Star Game being played 
at Kokernot Field. The 
now-defunct Continental 
League held its event at 
Kokernot in 2010, back 
when the team went by 
the ‘Big Bend Cowboys’ 
moniker. 

The Pecos League has 
used a variety of host 
sites since its inception 
in 2011. The first two 
games were held in Al-
amogordo, New Mexi-
co, at the Jim R. Griggs 
Sports Complex, the for-
mer home of the extinct 
White Sands Pupfish. 
The Santa Fe Fuego’s 
Fort Marcy Ballpark 
hosted from 2013-16 and 
again in 2021. The Gar-
den City Wind hosted 
the game in Kansas in 
2017 and most recently 

in 2022, and the Trini-
dad Triggers brought 
the game to Colorado in 
2018 and 2019.

Alpine’s edition of the 
game will pit two former 
Cowboys players against 
each other as managers. 
Sean Persky, who has 
managed the Cowboys 
since 2019, will lead a 
squad consisting of play-
ers from the Cowboys, 
Wind, Tucson Saguaros 
and Blackwell Flycatch-
ers. The opposing dugout 
will see a team helmed 
by Roswell Invaders 
player-manager Lance 
Myers, whose roster will 
include players from the 
Triggers, Fuego, Austin 
Weirdos and his fellow 
Invaders. Myers and 
Persky both started their 
Pecos League playing 
careers as Cowboys in 
2017. Myers played un-
der Persky’s leadership 

during Alpine’s 2019 
championship season 
and has both played for 
and managed the Invad-
ers since 2021.

The following Alpine 
Cowboys have been se-
lected to Persky’s ros-

ter: pitchers Matt Hess, 
Connor Kelly, Bryson 
Spagnuolo, infielders 
Alex Canty, Manny Gar-
cia, James Prockish and 
Josh Rego, catcher Jake 
Sisto and outfi elder Mark 
Traylor.

Cowboys to host All-Star Game July 16

Cowboys third baseman James Prockish bats 
during a game against the Tucson Saguaros at 
Kokernot Field June 21. Prockish earned his third 
consecutive Pecos League All-Star selection and 
fourth overall by hitting .396 with 4 home runs 
and 32 runs batted in through July 4.

Photo by Julie Myers

BY ETHAN EIBE
ContributorSports Schedule

O6 ALPINE COWBOYS 

BASEBALL

July 13 @ Blackwell Flycatchers 

6:30 p.m.

July 14 @ Blackwell Flycatchers 

6:30 p.m.

July 15 @ Blackwell Flycatchers 

6:30 p.m.

July 16 Mountain Division All-

Stars 6 p.m.

July 17 vs Blackwell Flycatchers 

7 p.m.

July 18 vs Blackwell Flycatchers 

7 p.m.

July 19 vs Blackwell Flycatchers 

7 p.m.

With three weeks left 

in the regular season be-

fore the opening of the 

playoffs in August, the 

hitters league is being 

helped along the way by 

strong pitching.

Trinidad’s Alex Aley-

wine has helped the Tor-

nados’ cause with multi-
ple-hit games at the plate 
recently.

Less than two games 
separate the Mountain 
Division leaders Tucson 
from both Trinidad and 
the defending champion 
Roswell, with the divi-
sion All-Star game set 
for this coming Sunday 
at Kokernot Field.

Tucson did hit a snag 
recently while on the 
road with a pair of losses 
to Garden City and then 
a double rain out for their 
stand against Blackwell.

Trinidad was able to 
move past defending 
champs Roswell, putting 
them in second place in the 
division standings by win-
ning five of their last six 

games, including a dou-
ble-header sweep against 
Austin last Sunday, and 
Roswell helped their own 
cause with a 14-8 win on 
Sunday over Garden City.

The hometown Alpine 
Cowboys are sitting in 
fi fth place in the division 
standings as of Tuesday, 
with 22 wins and 15 loss-
es after 37 games. After 

sweeping Santa Fe on the 
road, the Cowboys James 
Prockish made franchise 
history against the Fuegos 
last Friday, with 10 RBI 
among the 30 runs in 
their 30-10 victory over 
Santa Fe, with the most 
recorded RBI and Runs 
in a single game since the 
Cowboys joined the Pe-
cos League in 2011.

Alpine’s Hat-
fi eld Cason 
crosses the 
fi nish line 
on July 4 as 
the winner of 
the “Coolest 
5k in Texas” 
held in Fort 
Davis.

Courtesy photo

Coolest 5k in Texas

Battle for supremacy in Pecos League’s Mountain Division
BY KARA GERBERT

Managing Editor

Tulon Murphy and Noe Lujan placed 1st in the 
President’s Flight at this past weekend’s Legends 
Golf Tournament held at the Alpine Country Club.

Courtesy photo

Tourney winners

402 W Holland Ave. | Alpine, TX 79830 | 432-837-0094
www.transpecosbanks.com

Alpine o6 CowboysAlpine o6 CowboysBEST OF

     LUCK TO THE

Proud Proud 
Alpine Alpine 
Bucks Bucks 

Sponsors:Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

HATFIELD CASONHATFIELD CASON

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

www.transpecosbanks.com
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Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

Pastor Reidling Coleman

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Prayer night

Wednesday 5:30 pm

 Sunday Worship

@11:00 AM

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
ANGLICAN CHURCH IN N. AMERICA

HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN
903 Fighting Buck Ave., 837-7170

www.holycrossalpine.org

Rev. Wyatt Boutwell

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

Pastor Coleman

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN

15th & Holland, 837-5428

Pastor Mike Fickenscher

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas

646-509-5072

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

editor@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

Holy Cross
Anglican Church

Holy Communion Sunday 10:30am
Wed. Evening 6:00pm

Wed. Evening Bible Study 6:30pm

Pastor - Damien GroutPastor Wyatt Boutwell

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334

New beginnings

“They found the s tone rol led 
away from the tomb, but when they 
went in, they did not find the body.”
--Luke 24:2-3 NRSV

In the United Methodist Church, my 
denomination, we begin our new appoint-
ments to new churches in July. Tradition-
ally we have an annual conference in June 
where, among other business, the bishop 
sets the new assignments of clergy. So there 
are always Methodist preachers preaching 
fi rst sermons in July, looking at what new 
chapter has begun. I am not moving this 
year, but I hear lots of conversations about 
new beginnings.

My devotional thoughts lately have been 
on new beginnings. There is no surprise 
there. Transitions, new chapters are a time 
for prayer and focus on new beginnings. I 
thought about the Garden of Eden, or Abra-
ham, or Moses—all starting points. All new 
beginnings. The empty tomb kept coming 
back to me though.

The empty tomb. They were going about 

their work. They were there to prepare the 

body for final burial. It must have been 

a dark day, a day of loss and sadness. It 

would have been easy to just give in and 

do nothing. But these women came to do 

what was needed. And on the fi rst day of 

the week, they found a new beginning.

They found the stone rolled away. The 

stone wasn’t moved to let Jesus out, but 

to let the disciples in. It was moved so the 

world could see that the tomb was empty. 

They had placed a body in there three days 

before. Jesus was defi nitely dead. And yet, 

now the tomb was empty. Now the resur-

rection was before them. Now something 

truly dramatic had begun.

In that empty tomb was a new beginning 

for all of us. Our salvation was at hand, 

for Jesus had done what he said he would 

do. He was risen from the dead, not just 

a haunting spirit, but physically and truly 

raised. And with his resurrection came new 

life.

There is new life., a new life that began 

with an empty tomb.

Be blessed.

BY REV. STEPHEN WHITE
First United Methodist Church, Alpine, Marfa, Fort Davis

In what activities did 

you participate in high 

school?

I have participated in 
Cross Country and Track 
and Field all four years. 
I have also participated 
in basketball, Student 
Council, and I am in the 
National Honor Society.

Who was your favorite 

teacher/coach and why?

My favorite teacher was 
Mrs. Castro because she 
had such a great take on 
life. She made me believe 
in myself and have wild 
aspirations for my future. 
Everything she taught me 
helped me become the 
woman I am today.

What was your favor-

ite moment the last four 

years?

My favorite moment 
in the last four years was 
when the girls track team 
won the District and Area 
champions title two years 
in a row. 

What are your plans 
aft er high school?

I plan on going to col-
lege to study psychology 
and becoming a therapist. 
Not sure where the world 
will take me, but I am ex-
cited for the adventure.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Vanessa Rice

Vanessa Rice

Services Provided:
• Wire Transfers • Money Orders • Phone Cards • ATM

The Senior Spotlight is graciously sponsored by

We are very 
proud to 

support todays 
Youth!

that occur along that road because 
people speed down that road due 
to the lack of traffi  c signs.

Emergent Air program director, 
Walter Kuykendall, gave the coun-
cil their quarterly report. The total 
number of calls from this quarter 
was 358. There will be newly li-
censed members joining soon due 
to Senate Bill VIII. Kuykendall 
said that many people have the 
ability to choose which emergen-
cy fl ight service that can use, and 
there are currently two in the area, 
depending on what service you 
subscribe to, as long as it doesn’t 
threaten the health of the patient.

The Alpine Volunteer Fire De-
partment Chief, Andrew Pierce 
also gave the department’s quar-
terly report. The department ob-

tained new structure gear from 
DACO Fire Supply to replace the 
fi re fi ghters expired gear. Two fi res 
that threatened private citizen’s 
property were handled by the de-
partment and their presence was 
full coverage for the Independence 
Day celebrations.

Brewster County Judge, Greg 
Henington, visited this meeting 
and was asked by Council Mem-
ber Rick Stevens about how the 
future reports would be given be-
cause of the newly developed Al-
pine Emergency Services Board. 
“I think what you are going to see 
is that the Chief will continue to 
report, because he is in charge of 
operations,” said Henington, “The 
Board will probably be talking to 
you mostly about fi scal responsi-

bility, and sort of policies and pro-
cedures.”

For the Action Items, the council 
approved all items. These items in-
cluded; the addition of 8th and 7th 
Street intersections four-way stop 
signs, the city’s participation in the 
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion aviation grant program for the 
creation of an airport layout plan, 
the replat of parcel ID R 12876, 
the special use permit to allow the 
establishment of a daycare center 
and the special use permit for the 
Old Gringo Bar and Grill to obtain 
an alcohol license permit.

The next regular city council 
meeting will be held next week, 
July 18 at 5:30 p.m. while the next 
budget meeting will be held at 
3 p.m. the same day.

COUNCIL • FROM 1

A ribbon cutting ceremony was 
held last Friday evening for the 
new owners of Hip-O Taxidermy. 
Pictured are Sage Parsons, Dona 
Ward, owner Howard Parsons, 
Geri Davis, Rhonda Cole, Sarah 
Bow-Gluck, Judy Stokes, and 
Cadence Parsons.

Photo by Kara Gerbert

Ribbon cutting

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.holycrossalpine.org
www.mission.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating 

Powder Coating

AUTO DETAIL

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 727772755

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING

AND COOLINGAND COOLING
SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

To advertise your
business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or
Donna @ 432-336-6432

BANKING

(432) 837-0094(432) 837-0094
102 W. Avenue E • Alpine, TX 79830

109 W. Hwy. 90 • Marathon, TX • (432) 386-4500

115 W. 3rd • Pecos, TX 79772 • (432) 445-9000

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435 |  877.493.7862 | WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

DENTAL

2215 W 9TH

FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735

432-336-5289

CONSTRUCTION

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

DESIGNER HOMES

432-284-1184

432-284-9003

Making Your Dream
Making Your Dream

Home Come True
Home Come True

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-6432

GLASS & MIRROR SERVICES

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-6432

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
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PROPANE

ALPINE   432�837�2518 
MARATHON   432�386�4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEGAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANE

WTG FUELSWTG FUELS

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

SPA

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo
HAIR STYLIST

WELDING

REAL ESTATE

INVESTMENTS

TIRES

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

2215 W 9th. | FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735

432–290-4729

2215 W 9TH

FORT STOCKTON, TX 79735

432-336-5289

432-336-3314
701 W DICKINSON BLVD.

WIEST TIRE, INC.

2215 W 9TH | FORT STOCKTON

432-336-5289

HORSE BREEDING

MOVING

TIRE DISPOSAL

Buying or Selling?

Colton Foster 432-294-3849

Residential · Commercial · Ranch

Clay Braden 325-315-6412

Call

or

Tire Disposal
Legally dispose of scrap tires!
(TCEQ Permitted facility).
Fees: $8/semi tire and $6/auto, pickup, and trailer tires when
delivered to West Odessa, TX
No super singles, agriculture or machinery tires.
Add $4/tire extra for pick-up service in Ft. Stockton. & $6/tire

extra for pick-up service in Marathon & Alpine.

          (50 tire minimum for pick-up service)

Open daily during daylight hours. Cash, cards, checks okay.

Call  Call  432-614-1865432-614-1865    for more information.for more information.

Tire Disposal

4 3 2 - 6 14 -1 8 6 5

Angela Miles,
Realtor

804 N. Main | Fort Stockton
432-290-8038 | akmilesrealtor@yahoo.com

Let my years of experience work for you.

 Residential

 Commercial

 Ranch

 Property Management

�������	
������	�����������

2607 West Us Hwy.90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-7344
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com

2004 East Hwy 90  | Alpine, Texas

432-837-9597
www.holidayinnexpress.com

• State of the Art Fitness 

Center

• Indoor Pools & Spa

• Pet Friendly

• Hot Breakfast Bar

• Business Center & 

Meeting Room

• Wheelchair Accessible

• On - site guest self - 

laundry facilities 

• Free breakfast - kids 

eat free!

• Business center 

• 

on-site

• Indoor pool and Spa 

• Motorcycle cover 

parking

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

SPA

Royal Beauty Studio

Eunice Page

Micropigmentation Artist

eunicebarronp@yahoo.com

237 W. 21st St. Fort Stockton Texas

Business Facebook:

Royal Beauty Studio

432-294-1565

To advertise your

business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or

Donna @ 432-336-6432

www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.alpine.hamtoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.west.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com


 

MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT 

FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE HELP WANTED HELP WANTED WANT TO BUY GARAGE SALE ITEMS FOR SALE

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in per-
son at 704 
E. Holland, 
Alpine, TX 
79830 from 
8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - � e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. � e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at shelley.maroney
@alpineavalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Mobile homes 

and spaces. Close 

to Sul Ross Uni-

versity. Frontier 

Mobile Home 

Village. 1102 N. 

9th St. trailer #35 

Alpine. Call 432-

837-2736

FOR RENT/LEASE 

1bed/1bath 

furnished apart-

ments available at 

Spanish Oaks. No 

pets! Please call 

Clark @ 432-837-

3411 for more 

details. Clark 

Nussbaum Realty 

Rentals Available. 

Call Rhonda Cole 

432-837-5539 

407 E. Lockhart 

Hse#4, 1 BR/ 

1 Bath, Rent 

$595.00/Mo + 

Deposit 432-249-

0293 

603 E Ave E - 2 

BR/1Bath, Rent 

$795.00 + Depos-

it, 432-249-0293 

407 E. Lock-

hart Apt#3, 1 

BR/1Bath , Rent 

$725.00 /mo + 

Deposit, 432-249-

0293 

208 Dolores 

Mountain Trail 
- Ft Davis, 4 BR 
/ 2 Baths, Rent 
$1600.00/mo + 
Deposit, 432-249-
0293 

For rent 1/1 Stu-
dio Apt $650mo. 
All utilities 
included except 
electricity. $500/
deposit. 432-386-
0342 or 214-632-
2825 

For Rent – Two 
bedroom, one 
bath home. Water 
paid. Washer/dry-
er hookups. $950 
deposit/$950 
month. 409 E. 

Nations. Call 
432-294-3847 for 
more information. 

Central Alpine – 
2/2 with home 
offi  ce. Central air/
heat; all applianc-
es incl. w/d; large 
trees. Tenant pays 
all utilities. No 
smoking, no pets. 
$1500 mo. De-
posit one month’s 
rent. Available end 
of July. Shown 
by appointment. 
bigbendwoman@
gmail.com 

HELP WANTED

Carport Construc-
tion needed in 

Presidio, Texas 
79845, 26 ft L X 
12ft W X 8ft H. 
Email bids to Mar-
garet Gardner at 
shelbyandmarga-
ret@gmail.com 

Hampton Inn is 
seeking dedi-
cated employees 
to fi ll night audit. 
Excellent pay and 
benefi ts. Please 
apply in person at 
2607 West High-
way 90. 

Holiday Inn 
Express is seek-
ing dedicated 
employees to 
fi ll front desk, 

night audit, and 

housekeeping 

positions. Please 

apply in person at 

2004 East High-

way 90. 

WANT TO BUY

Old British motor-

cycles, running or 

not. 951-205-1550 

I buy cast iron 

skillets please text 

or call 512-963-

7533 

Want to buy old 

Colt pistols and 

old Winchester 

Lever Action rifl es. 

Daytime phone 

#: 432-294-2094. 

Nights/weekends: 

432-364-2234 

GARAGE SALE

Moving /Estate 

Sale – furniture 

priced to sell. 432-

386-0363, 204 W. 

Gallego and 7th 

Garage Sale – 

Friday/Saturday, 

July 14 – 15, 

1105 W. Brown, 

Alpine, 8 am – 1 

pm. Items: cloth-

ing, 2 bicycles, 

household items, 

kitchen gadgets, 

band saw. 

Carport Sale – 

Saturday, July 

15th, 8 to 1 pm. 
420 S. Berkley 
(corner of Berkley 
and Ave. I) A little 
bit of everything. 
Great prices. 

PETS

Came Corso pup-
pies for sale. Fort 
Davis area. Leave 
message or text. 
361-218-6194 

ITEMS FOR SALE

Horse for sale: 13 
year old mare, 
gentle, children 
can ride it. $2,000. 
(432)-294-0311 

Saddle for sale: 
Shepplers plea-

sure riding saddle, 

15 inch, good 

condition. $600. 

(432)-24-0311 

Windows for Sale: 

2 – 4X3 windows 

$25 each. (432)-

294-0311 

LIVESTOCK

Beautiful hair 

sheep for sale! 

No sheering! 

Probably preg-

nant adult ewes 

with fall lambs! 

Ram/Ewe lambs 

approximately 7 

months! Alpine 

location, TEXT 

505-554-6710.
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ELECTRICIANS Request for Proposals

The Housing Authority of the City of Alpine, Texas, will 

receive Requests for Proposals for: 200 AMP Electrical 

Upgrade Project, which includes THREE Unit on Sites “B” 

and “C,” until 5:00 p.m., on Wednesday, July 19, 2023, at 
th Street 

Alpine, Texas, 79830, at which time all proposals will be 

publicly opened and read aloud for the modernization work. 

This will be for THREE Units requiring electrical upgrade 

 
 

th 

Street, Alpine, Texas.  
 

CFP2020 Funds: Attention is called to the provisions for 

equal employment opportunity, Section 3 of the Housing 

salaries and wages, as set forth in the Contract Documents, 

that must be adhered to on this project.  
 

The Housing Authority of the City of Alpine reserves the right 

to reject any or all Proposals or to waive any informality in the 

Bidding. 
 

after the opening of Bids without the consent of The Housing 

Authority of the City of Alpine.

Proposals are to be submitted to the attention of: Ms. Elva 

th Street, Alpine, 

Texas 79830
 

WE ARE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Phone: (432)837-2648

    Fax: (432)837-7256

ALPINE INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Alpine ISD is accepting applications 

for workers for the new Alpine Child 

Development Center. Positions include 

Child Care Assistants and Child Care 

Leads, caring for children ages 6 

weeks through 3 years of age. Provides 

competitive pay, availability of health 

insurance, reduced rate childcare for 

employee’s children, family-friendly 

schedule, full-time or part-time hours 

available, and on-the-job training. 

Supportive work environment for 

someone who loves kids. Positions start 

in late July.

District auxiliary application may be 

picked up at 704 W. Sul Ross Avenue or 

may be accessed on-line at www.alpine.

esc18.net under District/Employment. 

Return completed application to:

Chelsea Craddock, ACDC Director

Alpine ISD

704 W. Sul Ross

Alpine, Texas 79830

Alpine ISD is an E.O.E. – questions 

concerning application procedure 

should be directed to (432) 837-7700. 

Applications will be accepted until 

position is filled.

Seeking a

Manager and

Customer Service 

Positions
Alpine, TX

Job Requirements:

· Customer service experience

· High school diploma or Equivalent

· Reliable transportation

· Valid Driver’s License

We offer career advancement,

company-paid medical insurance,

comprehensive training and more!

Send your resume to

Wendy.Weeks@security-finance.com

Or Call 385-214-4515

TransPecos Banks continues to grow and needs 
additional hard working, dedicated employees 

 
UNIVERSAL TELLERS - We are hiring both Full 

$500 hiring bonus

Please apply at 

 

TransPecos Banks,  

P. O. Box 9600, Alpine, Texas 

432-837-0094

Everyone’s looking 

for something.

Find what you need 

in the Avalanche 

Classifieds.

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

On Tuesday, Brewster County 

Judge Eleazar Cano ordered all 

individuals living in the county 

to stay at home in their place of 

residence, prohibited all pub-

lic or private gatherings of any 

size, shut down all but essential 

businesses, and banned all travel 

except for essential activities.

In addition, he imposed a coun-

ty-wide curfew that ordered mem-

bers of the public to remain at their 

residences between 10 p.m.-5 a.m.

Cano’s supplemental order was 

effective at 11:59 p.m. on March 

31, and will continue until 11:59 

p.m. on April 7. The 

order can be seen in 

its entirety at the 

Alpine Avalanche 

Facebook page or 

alpineavalanche.

com.

As of press time, 

no cases of the coro-

navirus had yet been 

identi� ed in the Tri-County area.

Then at an emergency meeting 

Wednesday, the court designated 

Alpine pediatrician Dr. Ekta Es-

covar as the Brewster County lo-

cal health authority as it pertains 

to COVID-19 subject matter, 

and Cano said her duties could 

possibly expand in the future. 

Commissioner, Pct. 1, Betse 

Esparza pointed out that the 

county and the commissioners 

had already been named in a 

lawsuit and that Escovar could 

be a part of legal action in the 

future. Escovar con� rmed that 

she was aware.

Big Bend Regional Medi-

cal Center CEO Rick Flores 

clari� ed that Escovar would be 

functioning with the county as 

an independent medical provider 

and not as a representative of the 

Medical Center.

Also on Tuesday, Governor 

Greg Abbott told Texans to stay 

at home except for essential 

services and activities, and an-

nounced that schools would re-

main closed until at least May 4.

Abbott’s order goes into ef-

fect at 12:01 tonight and lasts 

until April 30, aligning it with 

the new end date for social-dis-

tancing guidelines announced 

by President Donald Trump on 

Monday.

The order supersedes the one 

Abbott issued March 19 limiting 

social gatherings to 10 people. 

The new order narrows that sig-

nificantly, and asks Texans to 

minimize social gatherings and 

in-person contact with people who 

are not in the same household.

INSIDE

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

Vol. 129 • No. 14 

Thursday, April 2, 2020  •  $1

BY ROXANNE HILL

Staff  Writer

BY GAIL DIANE YOVANOVICH

Managing Editor

See ONLINE • 6

See SHUTDOWN • 6

Alpine Middle School 

� fth grade math teacher 

Amanda Bolaños holds 

a sign showing love and 

encouragement to her 

students in the face of 

the school closures due 

to the coronavirus.

Technology and learn-

ing go hand in hand, and 

Alpine ISD is at the fore-

front, making sure stu-

dents are still fulfilling 

their educational respon-

sibilities, despite the state-

wide school shutdown due 

to COVID-19 concerns. 

Alpine High School 

Principal Justin Gonza-

les said 60% of the high 

school students were using 

a program called Edgenu-

ity, a leading provider of 

online learning for kinder-

garten through 12th grade. 

AISD uses online 

instruction for 

at-home learning 
Cano shuts down county

Lunch from the lunch ladies

Orders shelter-in-place, curfew

Eleazar 

Cano

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION

MAILED TO YOUR DOOR
$42

STAY IN TOUCH 

HOME DELIVERY

DIGITAL

432-837-3334

Part-Time

Position 

open in the 

Elections 

For Applications and 

Job Description visit 

www.brewstercountytx.com

Please submit 

applications to 

Lora Nussbaum

203 N 7th

Alpine, TX 79830

Position Open Until Filled

www.gmail.com
www.tranpecosbanks.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.brewstercountytx.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Advertising
really

works!
Call for
details!

432.837
3334

or visit us
online at
www.
alpine
avala
nche
.com

Email resume to:  HR@bigbend.com
OR Mail a current resume to BBT, Attn: HR

808 N. 5th St.  Alpine, TX 79830
Please no phone calls.

EOE Employer
Veterans are encouraged to apply

*Terms and Conditions apply.
BBT participates in E-Verify and promotes a Drug-Free Workplace.

AVAILABLE  POSITIONS

For more information 
we invite you to visit

https://www.bigbend.com/about-
us/employment/

Administrative Assistant
BBT, the best place in Alpine for a career, is looking for an 
Administrative Assistant. This role will be in support of 
management and will have various administrative duties. This 
role requires handling confidential information, so understanding 
discretion and the ethics involved are a must. Candidates must 
have good verbal and written communication skills, be proficient 
in Microsoft Office products, be a good problem solver, and have 
excellent organizational skills. BBT offers excellent benefits and 
a $1,000.00 signing bonus upon completion of a successful 
6-months of employment…terms and conditions apply.

Engineering Support Specialist
Do you dream of maps and roads and the best way to get there? 
Then this Engineering Support Specialist opportunity at Big Bend 
Telephone may be the perfect job for you. In this position, you 
will be collaborating with the GIS Administrator and Engineers 
on projects and mapping areas of West Texas. Candidates must 
have two (2) years of work experience using Microsoft Office with 
a special emphasis in Excel and Word. There is a signing bonus 
for new hires (terms and conditions apply) and long-term career 
potential for the right motivated candidate. BBT participates in 
E-Verify and promotes a Drug-Free Workplace. We are an EOE 
Employer and we encourage veterans to apply

Experienced Accounting Assistant
BBT is seeking a full-time experienced Accounting Assistant. 
The ideal candidate must be well organized, able to multi-
task, work under deadlines, have excellent communication and 
analytical skills, General Ledger and Excel knowledge, as well as a 
minimum of 3 years of experience in Accounting. Applicants must 
possess a valid driver’s license, have a good driving record and be 
insurable under the company’s insurance policy. Applicant may 
be required to work overtime or on weekends and holidays as 
needed and may be required to attend out-of-town training and/
or meetings requiring travel by car, bus, plane or other means 
of transportation and overnight stays. Hiring Bonus, Competitive 
Compensation and Benefits Package included. This company 
participates in E-Verify

 Technology Service Associate (Fort Stockton)
Are you looking for a career as a Service Technician who wants 
to provide Big Bend Telephone’s exceptional customer service 
while working in the Fort Stockton. Then BBT is the place for you 
to grow and develop with the ever-changing communications 
industry and is committed to providing stellar customer service 
and first-rate technology. The entire Big Bend team plays a role 
in developing strategies to increase the sales and usage of our 
products, services and equipment while reinforcing our brand. 
The ideal candidate will be technically inclined, have a strong 
desire to succeed and capable of delivering world-class customer 
service. The job entails networking comprehension, installation 
and troubleshooting of fixed wireless, fiber to the home, Wi-Fi 
services, IP Phones, and other customer premise services as 
well as repair and troubleshooting. Position requirements are 
minimum High School Diploma or GED equivalent with 2 years 
of experience in a related field. Applicants must possess a valid 
driver license, have a good driving record and be insurable under 
the company’s insurance policy. There is a $1,000 signing bonus 
for new hires (terms and conditions apply) and long-term career 
potential for the right motivated person.

Customer Operations & Sales Representative 
If you’re looking for a great place to work, then BBT may be 
the place for you. BBT is looking for a candidate with excellent 
communication skills and a desire to assist BBT customers with 
internet, customized voice solutions, and support. BBT Customer 
Operations & Sales Representatives not only support our existing 
customers, but also can recruit new customers which adds earned 
commissions to a salary that is already very competitive. BBT 
offers excellent benefits including health insurance and 401(k) 
with a generous company match. The successful candidate will 
be eligible for a $1,000.00 bonus after a successful 6 months of 
employment.  

LOOKING
for Full time or part time work?

WE CAN HELP!
We are currently looking to hire

ALL SHIFTS.
6am-2pm or 8am-5pm

We can accommodate any schedule you have
• STARTING PAY $12.00 PER HOUR
• Closing pay 13.00 per hour
• 5% Weekend differential
• Benefits Health and 401K
• Overtime available
• One week of paid vacation
• College Assistance
• Flexible Schedule
• Uniform provided
• Free meals

MAINTENANCE (CUSTODIAN) CREW
• Starting pay $14.00

Basic Duties
• Will keep Lobby, back storage, Back area 

Clean and neat
• Keep restaurant area as clean as possible
• Check and clean bathrooms on a regular 

basis
• Assist with truck deliveries as needed.
• Help with opening duties (towels and ice)

MANAGER
• Starting $15.00 or more base with 

experience

Text “mcdworksforme” to 36453
Mcdonalds.com/careers

900 E. Avenue E Alpine Texas

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• FULL TIME- NURSE SUPERVISOR

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location

• PART TIME - DENTAL HYGIENIST,

 Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• PROGRAM COORDINATOR -
 Collaborate with team to ensure program process and 

outcomes.

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

• PART TIME - HOUSEKEEPER,

 Alpine Location

• PART TIME - MAINTENANCE WORKER,

 PCHS locations

• HOUSEKEEPER- PART TIME

• FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST- Alpine

Now Hiring

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Shipping/Receiving Clerk with NEW PAY RATE 
OF $15.00 per hour to start. Opportunity to earn 
$16.00/per hour upon competent comple� on 
of training. Fast Track to Management

Responsibili� es include loading and 
unloading, forkli�  opera� on, prepara� on 
of shipping documents, verify deliveries, 
maintain warehouse and other general 
du� es.  Requirements: Must be willing to work 
fl exible hours including evenings, weekends 
and holidays, ability to work independently, 
verbal and wri� en communica� on skills, 
working knowledge of computers and forkli�  
experience preferred.  Opportunity to move 
to Supervisor level and pay within the fi rst 6 
months of employment.  Must be able to pass 
a pre-employment drug screen. 

Interested candidates should email or fax 
resume to (432)729-3071 Ext. 607 or texashr@
villagefarms.com, applica� ons are also 
available at Village Farms Security Sta� ons 3 
Miles N. Hwy 17 Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 
17 FT. Davis, TX.  

PART-TIME

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

www.wtnb.com
www.villagefarms.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.avalanche.com
www.mcdonalds.com/careers
https://www.bigbend.com/about


 

With inflation almost 
as high as temperatures in 
Texas, money saving meals 
are a no-brainer. Saving 
money, all while not heat-
ing up your kitchen when 
feeding your family is the 
same.

So, how do you save 
money, beat the heat, and 
still make an amazing 
dish? You do so with Crack 
Chicken.

You’re probably won-
dering what that is, and 
some of you may already 
know, but this is one of 
those dishes that may end 
up being one of your go-to 

comfort foods. It’s called 

crack chicken because it is 

that good. 

This palate delight is 

creamy, cheesy, and ulti-

mately addictive! The only 

thing about this culinary 

wonder is that it is not a 

friend to your waistline. 

Then again, what truly de-

licious comfort food is? On 

the plus side, it is a great 

dish for those on a keto or 

low carb diet. So truly, how 

can you say no to that.

With only a handful 
of ingredients and either 
a crockpot or an instant 
pot, this crack chicken 
can fill your plate with 
little to no eff ort. For all 
you busy moms and bona 
fi de bachelors, this is a 
meal that is as minimal-
ist as it gets. It’s a lazy 
man’s dish, and that’s ok, 
because the taste makes 
up for the lack of eff ort 
involved.

This dish has its origins 
from crack dip that became 
popular at parties and other 
gatherings. The dip made 
with cream cheese, ranch 
seasoning, bacon bits, 
cheddar cheese, and per-
haps mayonnaise or sour 
cream became a hit. And it 
was so addicting it earned 
its name “crack.”

Somewhere along the 
way, someone decided 
adding chicken was a good 
idea, and thus this gastro-
nomical delight came to be. 

It really was quite genius.
The best part about 

crack chicken is that it can 
be served several diff erent 
ways. It may be the main 
meal in and of itself, or it 
can be piled on a burger 
bun or hoagie roll with a 
side of French fries. You 
many even want to throw 
it in a tortilla or use it on 
top of pasta. It would take 
the keto and low carb out 
of the equation if served 
on bread, tortillas, or 
pasta, and ideally it could 
also be served on a bed of 
rice. If served on rice or 
pasta, this would allow 
the meal to stretch even 
farther without stretching 
the budget. That’s a win-
ner in my book.

So, no matter how you 
decide to serve it or what 
you decide to pair it with, 
this is a dish that you will 
hit out of the park and keep 
them coming back for 
more.
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Crack Pot Chicken

Courtesy photo

Grimace's B-day Is

Best B-day
HBD, purple pal. Get Grimace’s Birthday Shake

exclusively with Grimace’s Birthday Meal-including ur 

choice of Big Mac® or 10 piece McNuggets® and Fries.c

900 E. Avenue E, Alpine Texas

Celebrating U.S.A.

Budget friendly meals done right

Dog Days 

Are Here
Dog Days     

Are Here
and we’ve made it easy to

sniff out the best deals!

SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT

AMISTADMOTORS.NETAMISTADMOTORS.NET
2110 W Dickinson Blvd � Fort Stockton

432.336.9000

Locally owned for over 20 years!Locally owned for over 20 years!

sssnniff

$640
per mo

2022 DODGE
CHALLENGER GT
$36,995 +TTL

2022 DODGE
CHARGER

$34,995 +TTL

2021 CHEVY
CAMARO TURBO
$29,995 +TTL

2020 CHEVY
EQUINOX LT

$21,995 +TTL

2022 FORD BRONCO
BIG BEND 4WD

$36,995 +TTL

2021 FORD BRONC0
SPORT OUTER BANKS 4WD

$36,995 +TTL

72MOS.@4.99% WAC

bes

$606
per mo

$520
per mo

$3$36,9

$395
per mo

$3$34,4,995

$640
per mo

$2$29,9,995

$640
per mo

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Crack Chicken-Crockpot version

Directions:
Rinse and pat dry chicken and 

place in a crockpot along with the 
chicken broth. 

Sprinkle with the Ranch season-
ing, and after allowing the cream 
cheese to soften, cube it up and 
place on top of the chicken.

Close the lid and cook 4-5 hours on 
high or 6-7 on low.

At some point while the chicken is 
cooking, cook the bacon until crisp 
and crumble later.

Once the chicken is cooked, re-
move the lid and shred the chick 
inside the crockpot itself.

Top with shredded cheddar cheese 
and bacon and replace the lid and 
cook for a few minutes or until 
cheese is melted.

Garnish with the diced scallions 
and serve.

For the Instant pot
Use the saute setting and cook the 

bacon until crisp, then remove it and 
the grease.

Add in the chicken broth, chicken, 
and Ranch seasoning. Secure the 
lid, select manual or pressure cook, 
and cook on high for 15 minutes.

Open the lid and shred the chick-
en, and then switch the setting to 
saute mode again. Stir in the cream 
cheese. 

Mix well until it melts. Add in the 
shredded cheddar cheese and the 
bacon and cook until the cheddar 
melts. Turn it off and garnish with 
diced scallions.

Ingredients:
2 lbs. chicken-boneless, skinless 

thighs or breasts
1 packet of Ranch seasoning
2 (8 ounce) blocks of cream cheese

6 strips of bacon
½ cup chicken broth
1 ½ cups shredded, sharp cheddar 

cheese
3 scallions, diced

 Maintenance and operations ___________% increase or ___________% (decrease)

 Debt service ___________% increase or ___________% (decrease)

 Total expenditures ___________% increase or ___________% (decrease)

 Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness*  $__________________________

* Outstanding principal.

  Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year

Total appraised value* of all property $________________ $________________ 

 Total appraised value* of new property** $________________ $________________

 Total taxable value*** of all property $________________ $________________

 Total taxable value*** of new property** $________________ $________________

______________________________________ __________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________

 Maintenance Tax $____________/$100 (Proposed rate for maintenance and operations)

 School Debt Service Tax  

Approved by Local Voters $____________/$100 (proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness) 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS  

BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX RATE

The ____________________________________________________________________________________ will hold a public  

meeting at in 

. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the school 

district’s budget that will determine the tax rate that will be adopted. Public participation in the 

discussion is invited.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a later date may not exceed the 

proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes a revised notice containing the same information and 

comparisons set out below and holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year’s Budget

The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the preceding fiscal 

year and the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the current tax year is indicated for each 

of the following expenditure categories: 

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value 
(as calculated under Tax Code Section 26.04)

* “Appraised value” is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Tax Code Section 1.04(8).

** “New property” is defined by Tax Code Section 26.012(17).

*** “Taxable value” is defined by Tax Code Section 1.04(10).

Bonded Indebtedness

San Vicente ISD

6:00 PM, July 20, 2023 Meeting Room, SVISD, 195 Escuela Dr

BBNP, TX

0.93880

0

20.33

20.33

17,979,746 17,667,508

0 0

9,783,321 9,690,516

0 0

0

 Maintenance Interest  Local Revenue State Revenue 

 & Operations & Sinking Fund* Total Per Student Per Student

Last Year’s Rate $ $                     * $ $ $

Rate to Maintain Same 

     Level of Maintenance & 

     Operations Revenue &

     Pay Debt Service $ $                     * $ $ $ 

Proposed Rate $ $                     * $ $ $

 Last Year This Year

Average Market Value of Residences $ $ 

Average Taxable Value of Residences $ $ 

Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value $ $ 

Taxes Due on Average Residence $ $ 

Increase (Decrease) in Taxes   $

 __________________________.

___________________________.

 Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s) $

 Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s) $

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

*  The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, equipment, or both.   

The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of this district.

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 65 years 

of age or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older 

when the person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person turned 

65, regardless of changes in tax rate or property value.

Notice of Voter-Approval Rate:  The highest tax rate the district can adopt before requiring voter approval at 

an election is  This election will be automatically held  if the district adopts a 

rate in excess of the voter-approval rate of 

Fund Balances

The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not encumbered with or by 

a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for operating the district before receipt of the first 

state aid payment:

A school district may not increase the district’s maintenance and operations tax rate to create a surplus in maintenance 

and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying the district’s debt service.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily access information 

regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each 

entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of 

growth of property taxes in the state.

0.93880 0.00000 0.93880 1,048 9,715

1.62383 0.00000 1.62383 2,051 9,991

0.93880 0.00000 0.93880 1,037 10,073

266,123 266,123

241,123 226,123

.93880 .93880

2,264 2,123

(-141)

0.93880

0.93880

1,546,491

0

Eva Lambert, Cevahir 

Basibuyuk, and Coco 

Rodriguez Garza and 

her dog Chloe celebrate 

Independence Day in 

Alpine’s 4th of July pa-

rade in a vintage pickup 

owned by Sky Lambert.

Photo courtesy of 

Sharon McClanahan

www.texas.gov/property
www.amistadmotors.net

