
 

The Brewster County Com-
missioner’s Court held their 
regularly scheduled meeting 
Jan. 10. Commissioner Pct. 3, 
Ruben Ortega conducted the 
meeting, as new County Judge 
Greg Henington was complet-
ing training for his new posi-
tion.

During public comment, Mr. 
James Patillo, an Alpine resi-
dent living in Pct. 2 addressed 

the court about the squat-
ter that is living above 
Alpine Creek, adjacent 
to his property on ceme-
tery road. Mr. Patillo told 
commissioners that he 
had spoken with the Al-
pine Police Department 
as well as Sheriff  Dodson 
about this situation and 
no conclusion was available 
about what to do about this per-
son. Mr. Patillo mentioned this 
person had a lot of junk around 
their campsite and that it was 

very unsightly to look 
at. Mr. Patillo then asked 
the commissioner’s what 
they could do about re-
moving this person from 
that area. Commissioner 
Pct. 3 Ruben Ortega told 
Mr. Patillo, that he would 
have to speak individu-
ally with a commissioner, 

asked for his contact informa-
tion, and assured him that he 
would contact him in regard to 
this matter.

County Clerk Sarah Vasquez 

told commissioners that there 
was an open position in her de-
partment for a Deputy Clerk. 
At the time, she was not sure if 
the job would be a full time or a 
part-time position, but that they 
would be looking for a new em-
ployee, and she does not have 
anyone in mind at present.

In other news, Emergency 
Management Coordinator 
Stephanie Elmore told commis-

The Alpine City Coun-
cil held its’ regularly 
scheduled meeting Jan. 
17 at 5:30 p.m. Of im-
portance on the agenda 
were comments and 
updates on the city in-
frastructure as well as 
upcoming legislation 
currently introduced 
during the 88th legisla-
tive session in Austin. 
Councilor Jerry John-
son, Ward 5 was absent 
due to medical reasons.

City Mayor, Cath-
erine Eaves opened the 
meeting with comments 
about the recent water 
leaks aff ecting the City 
of Alpine. Once again, 
she thanked all those 
who were responsible 
for the repairs, the dona-
tion of water and food, 
and the help in getting 
the word out about the 
boil notices from Dr. Mi-
chelle Rinehart and the 

Brewster County 
Emergency Man-
agement Coordi-
nator Stephanie 
Elmore.  Eaves 
read to the coun-
cil a quote from 
the now retired 
Utilities Manager 
Keith Sager. “Both 
of the major water pipe-
line failures which oc-
curred recently seem to 
be due to improper bed-
ding of the lines. I ex-
pect to see more failures 
in the future due to the 
bedding not being done 
correctly in addition to 
the age of the water lines 
themselves,” said Sager.

 City Manager, Megan 
Antrim had a lengthy re-
port, primarily focused 
on the upcoming legis-
lation that has been in-
troduced. Antrim began 
her report with informa-
tion on the updates to 
the city website, where 
FAQ pages have been 
added for those com-

mon quest ions 
that arise. These 
can be found on 
the main page as 
well as under the 
department head-
ings with their 
respective FAQ’s. 
Antrim then an-
nounced that since 

the retirement last Fri-
day of Utilities Manager 
Sager, the Building Ser-
vices official Andrew 
Devaney is merging his 
department with that 
of the Utilities and is 
stepping in as interim 
Utilities Manager. Ant-
rim also noted that sev-
eral employees with the 
City of Alpine carried 
adequate certifications 
to continue work in the 
water department, at the 
wastewater facility, as 
well as at the Recycling 
Center. There were em-
ployees in some of these 
departments that were 
trainees and eventually 
the city would like to see 

them certified in their 
departments.

 Of particular im-
portance to the City of 
Alpine were the House 
and Senate bills being 
introduced during this 
legislative session. Out 
of over 7,000 bills in-
troduced this session, 
200 of these can aff ect 
cities. Legislation of in-
terest are HB92, HB349, 
HB375, HB443, HB550, 
HB640, HB657, HB743, 
HB866, HB1279, and 
HB1381. Also, of inter-
est are SB259, SB369, 
and SB425. Information 
pertaining to these bills 
may be found at www.
capitol.texas.gov. 

 In continuance of her 
report, Antrim also gave 
the report for the Gas 
Department, as all em-
ployees were in training. 
She told the council that 
according to Gas Utility 
Director, Randy Guz-
man, his department had 
completed their DIMP-

Distribution Integrity 
Management Program 
projects for 2022. Guz-
man’s report also men-
tioned that new gate 
regulators, which had 
failed during last year’s 
cold weather had been 
installed and were sup-
porting equal pressure 
throughout the city. He 
also noted that his staff  
had all the equipment 
for the gate regulators 
for Fort Davis, but that 
they wanted to wait for 
optimal weather so that 
nobody would be with-
out gas during any win-
ter weather that might 
occur.

 Additional reports 
were given by the Pub-
lic Works Department 
and Eddie Molinar who 
gave the council an 
update on paving, re-
pair, and seal coating 
that was done last year. 
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Swine exhibitors Amanda Ahrens, Evelyn Smith, and Reese Coleman present their pigs to the judge this past Saturday 
at the 79th annual Big Bend Livestock Show.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

The 394th 
judicial 
district: 
justice 
pioneer

City Manager calls attention to upcoming legislation

County OKs continuation of burn ban

The 394th Judicial 
District in the state of 
Texas is comprised of 
five counties. Those 
counties include Brews-
ter, Jeff  Davis, Presidio, 
Culberson, and Hud-
speth. This judicial dis-
trict is overseen by the 
Honorable Judge Roy B. 
Ferguson. Twice a year, 
in all fi ve counties, Judge 
Ferguson sets about em-
paneling a grand jury. 
The jury selection for the 
second in-person Brew-
ster County grand jury 
since the pandemic took 
place last Thursday in 
the District Courtroom.

A grand jury is made 
up of a group of 12 in-
dependent and qualifi ed 
people who are selected 
by the judge to review 
felony cases. Their job is 
to determine whether or 
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Juana V. Armendariz

Juana V. Armendariz, 
age 90, of Hacienda de 
Orientales, Manuel Bena-
vides, Chihuahua passed 
away Tuesday, Jan. 10 in 
Alpine. Juana was born 
Feb. 8,1932 to Angel 
Vazquez and Manuela 
Bustamante in Hacienda 
de Orientales, Chihuahua 
Mexico.  She was mar-
ried to Concepcion Arm-
endariz and was the moth-
er of Luis Aranda and 
Lucy, Elvia Sandate and 

Martin Sandate, Concep-

cion Armendariz, Jr., An-

gel Manuel Armendariz 

and Jose de la Cruz Arm-

endariz.  She also had nine 

grandchildren and numer-

ous great-grandchildren.  

After marriage, she settled 
in Manuel Benavides, 
Chihuahua.  

She is preceded in 
death by her parents, 
various siblings, grand-
son Aquiles Gonzales, 
son Jose de la Cruz Arm-
endariz, and her beloved 
husband Concepcion 
“Chon” Armendariz.  

Juana was very dedi-
cated to serving the Lord.  
She was full of joy with 
a huge smile on her face 
and was always singing.  
She was also very dedi-

cated to her family that 
included grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and 
numerous nieces and 
nephews. She enjoyed 
baking and knitting.  She 
also enjoyed her time 
outdoors planting and 
going on walks.  

 Funeral services for 
Juana V. Armendariz were 
held at Alpine Memorial 
Funeral Home Memo-
rial Chapel at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 14. Burial 
was held at Holy Angels 
Cemetery.  Visitation was 

held at Alpine Memorial 
Funeral Home Memorial 
Chapel at 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  
on Friday, Jan. 13.  

Pallbearers included 
Alejandro Carrette, Mi-
chael Higgins, Eric Mar-
quez, Eric Marquez, Jr., 
Estevan Morales, and 
Carter Natividad. 

Honorary pallbearers 
were Malachi Gonzales 
and Miles Natividad. 

Online condolences 
may be left at: www.
alpinememorialfuneral-
home.com

Services were entrust-
ed to Alpine Memorial 
Funeral Home.  

209 West Sul Ross, Alpine Texas | 432-837-2222 
 www.AlpineMemorialFuneralHome.com
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you through your time of sorrow 

with compassionate service, 

professional guidance and a 

dignifi ed tribute to your dear 

departed loved one.
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Carmon Pershing 

Henderson Jr.

Carmon Pershing Hen-
derson Jr., 82, of Fort 
Stockton, passed away 
on Jan. 5 in his home sur-
rounded by his wife and 
children.  

Carmon was born in Van 
Horn to Carmon and Lu-
cille Henderson on Nov. 
22, 1940.  He grew up on 
the X Ranch and attended 
Van Horn High School 
where he excelled at foot-
ball, basketball as well as 
track and fi eld.  Kraut met 
his dance partner for life, 
Virginia, and they were 
married Nov. 23, 1961, 
and went on to raise four 
children who were along 
for the ride and countless 
adventures.  He went on 
to attend college and play 
football at Angelo State 
University.  He later trans-
ferred to Sul Ross State 
University where he earned 
his Bachelor of Science in 
Industrial Arts in 1967.  
Upon graduation, Carmon 

began teaching and coach-
ing in Fort Stockton while 
moonlighting for local 
ranchers for the next seven 
years.  In 1974, Carmon 
left teaching and returned 
to his true passion, ranch-
ing. His love for being a 
cowboy was clearly visible 
in his work. He became 
widely known as one of the 
best all-around cowboys 
in West Texas, which was 
his claim to fame for the 
remainder of his life.  Car-
mon’s infl uence and men-
torship was wide-reaching 
and continues to infl uence 
many throughout West 
Texas. Carmon’s passion 
for his family and ranching 
are just a couple of small 
pieces of his capabilities 
and contributions during 

his time with us. Those 
close to him will always 
remember him as a multi-
faceted and brilliant man 
that infl uenced and had a 
great impact on numerous 
lives.    

Carmon is preceded in 
death by his parents, Car-
mon Pershing Henderson 
Sr., and Lucille Henderson 
Garlick, and sister Minnie 
Koenig.  

Carmon is survived 
by his wife of 61 years, 
Virginia Henderson, chil-
dren: Don Henderson and 
Christy, Kyleen Hender-
son, Laurie Henderson, 
and John D Henderson and 
Maureen, grandchildren: 
Cody Henderson and Ash-
ley, Kayla Williams, Ash-
ton Granado, Cyle Hender-
son and Melissa, Kathryn 
Williams, Jace Williams, 
and Jarhett Henderson, a 
herd of great-grandchil-
dren: Logan, Harper, Cart-
er, Morgan, Jake, James, 
Callan, CJ, and soon to be 
baby Andrew. Carmon is 
also survived by his broth-

er Jody “Pat” Henderson.    
A celebration of life will 

be held at 3 PM on Satur-
day, Jan. 21, at the Pecos 
County Civic Center in 
Fort Stockton.

Carmon’s family would 
like to extend a special 
thanks to Gary “Big Ed” 
Edwards, Bill Vasquez, 
John Johns, George Luera, 
Paul Henderson, and the 
Hospice Care Team from 
Pecos County Memorial: 
Veronica, Adrianna, and 
Elva.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
Carmon Henderson Me-
morial Scholarship fund at 
First National Bank of Fort 
Stockton, PCMH Home 
Hospice. 

Arrangements are en-
trusted to Heritage Funeral 
Home of the Big Bend 
in Fort Stockton. If you 
would like to send your 
condolences to the family, 
you may do so by signing 
his guestbook at www.
heritagefuneralhomeofthe-
bigbend.com.

Diondra 
Luevano 
watches 

the judge 
closely 

while 
exhibiting 

her pig 
at the 

Big Bend 
Livestock 

Show held 
this past 

Saturday.

Photo by 

Felipe Fierro

Big Bend Livestock Association Show 2023

STRATEGIC PLAN PRIORITIZATION WORKSHOPS

City of Alpine has now held six Town Hall meetings gathering the 
thoughts, ideas, and concerns of our residents. Next, the City will 
host public PRIORITIZATION WORKSHOPS to discuss with City 
Council how and when to move forward to address the citizen’s key 
concerns. 

Now that we have a better understanding of what is most important 
to our citizens, the City will discuss how we can accomplish those 
priorities, guiding decision-making for public improvements and fi scal 
planning for a sustainable future for us all. 

Beginning in January, the City will host at least two public workshops 
intended to promote discussion between staff , Council, and the 
public on establishing priorities from the Town Hall data gathered. 
Results from the combined six Town Hall meetings will be shared and 

discussed at these meetings

City staff  looks forward to seeing you at one of the remaining 

following city-wide Strategic Plan Prioritization Workshops: 

• January 26, 2023, Thursday, City Council Chambers, 5:30 p.m.

 • February 2, 2023, Thursday, City Council Chambers, 5:30 p.m.

• February 16, 2023, Thursday, City Council Chambers, 5:30 p.m.

In celebration of 

DAVID KELLER
for his 21 years of 

contributions to the 
historical and archaeological 

preservation of 
the Big Bend Region 

Trailer Sales, 
Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 
& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio • Marfa
432.729.4306 • 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com

Sunshine House Senior Citizens Center Meals on Wheels
402 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine, Texas 79830 • 432-837-5402

www.sunshinehousealpine.com

Join us for lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 - 12:30.  • Cost is $7.00 per person. 
Sunshine House is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for the following donations:  

Our Vision: A hunger-free, healthy community.
Our Mission: To provide quality nourishment and social enrichment in 

the lives of seniors, the homebound and disabled in Alpine, Texas.

Christopher and Beth Collins in memory of Dorothy Smith
Harry Sanford in memory of Dottie Smith

Jennifer Rozene in memory of Dottie Smith
Charles Tuck in memory of Kathleen Withers

Alpine Avalanche
The Swifts

Larry and Shirley Nichols
Anonymous

Ken and Judy Perry
John Bane and Sheila Ness

Chachi Hawkins
Cynthia Kennedy

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

www.home.com
www.bigbend.com
www.marfainsurance.com
www.sunshinehousealpine.com
www.home.com
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
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To capture a moment 
in time is magical.  To 
freeze an era on display 
is the result of dozens of 
experts collaborating for 
a truly noble endeavor, 
to preserve and study his-
tory for the edifi cation of 
its predecessors and the 
successful evolution of 
society.

Beginning with a sim-
ple arrowhead in 1921, 
the Museum of the Big 
Bend, MoBB is an ongo-
ing, statewide effort of 
collected artifacts, pas-
sionate historians, and 
generous donors.  Con-
tributions and local inter-
est grew over the years, 
all the way through the 
Great Depression.

To regenerate the 
economy, Texas Centen-
nial Commission, and 
the Works Progress Ad-
ministration, WPA orga-

nized the Texas Centen-
nial Expo.  Across Texas, 
halls of history started 
popping up, honoring 
those who sacrifi ced ev-
erything to establish and 
develop the state of Tex-
as, from battles to com-
merce.

Founded in 1926, the 
West Texas Historical 

and Scientific Society, 
WTHSS was designed 
to preserve the entire 
Big Bend area.  With im-
mense eff ort by WTHSS 
and WPA, the Museum 
of the Big Bend opened 
its doors for the first 
time.  The vision for the 
museum is best described 
on the MoBB website.

“The Mission of the 
Museum of the Big 
Bend, a Department of 
Sul Ross State Universi-
ty, is to serve and educate 
the public by collecting, 
preserving, exhibiting 
and interpreting the cul-
tural, historic and natural 

A series of  dry 
cold fronts sweeping 
through this next week 
brings the potential of 
increased wildfi re risk 

to parts of the state, 
according to the Texas 
A&M Forest Service. 
Currently, 69 counties 
are under burn bans.

The Texas Department 
of State Health Servic-
es has renewed its battle 
against rabies along the 
Texas border by airdrop-
ping vaccine bait from 
planes leaving Edinburg, 
Del Rio and Alpine.
“Our goal is to vaccinate 

wildlife, with target spe-
cies being coyotes and 
gray foxes, along the 
border to maintain herd 
immunity and to keep 
past variants from be-
ing reintroduced or new 
variants from entering 
Texas,” said Dr. Susan 

Rollo, director of the 
Oral Rabies Vaccination 
Program. “We will be 
delivering vaccine baits 
to 18 counties this year.”
About 814,000 oral ra-
bies vaccine baits will be 
dropped in the 29th year 
of the program. 

Last Thursday, the City 
of Alpine held its’ fi rst of 
four workshops centered 
around the data compiled 
at the town hall meetings 
that were held last year. 

City officials attend-
ing the first workshop 
included Marci Tuck, 
grant writer for the city, 
City Secretary, Geo 
Calderon, City Manager, 
Megan Antrim, Mayor 
of Alpine, Catherine 
Eaves, Ward 2 Coun-
cilor, Chris Rodriguez, 
Tourism Coordinator, 
Heather Yadon, Parks 
and Recreation board 
chair, Darin Nance, Di-
rector of Utilities, Keith 
Sager, and Director of 
Finance, Alicia Salinas. 
Also attending the work-
shop were nine citizens 
of Alpine, including Dr. 

Michelle Rinehart, 
Alpine ISD Super-
intendent, and one 
citizen via zoom.

Unlike a typical 
city council meet-
ing, this meeting 
was structured so 
that citizens at-
t e n d i n g  c o u l d 
voice what priorities 
they believe should top 
the strategic plan for the 
city, without a set time 
limit. Seating was ar-
ranged in a circle, so that 
all participants could see 
one another when they 
took the fl oor to speak. 
Mayor Eaves began with 
a call to order and the 
pledges to the fl ags and 
then turned the fl oor over 
to City Manager Antrim, 
who gave a short presen-
tation on the data packet 
made available for those 
who attended the meet-
ing. 

The packet con-
sisted of a pie 
chart, followed 
by 17 pages, front 
and back of data 
collected at the 
town hall meet-
ings. While the 
graph showed that 
employees of the 

city had the highest per-
centage margin of citizen 
concern, it was followed 
closely by the wastewa-
ter treatment plant and 
water, streets, and then 
infrastructure. Howev-
er, when combined, the 
wastewater treatment 
plant, water, streets, and 
infrastructure covered a 
larger percentage than 
employees. After recent 
water leak issues that 
have plagued the city, 
replacement of water 
lines topped the discus-
sion. Antrim noted that 
the treatment plant, the 

water, and the streets all 

made up the infrastruc-

ture of the city, but that 

infrastructure was listed 

on the graph as a sepa-

rate item because that 

was a generalized topic 

of concern turned in by 

citizens.

Turning to the prior-

ity in terms of tackling 

the issues compiled, the 

main thought seemed to 

be financial in nature. 

No one disagreed that 

water lines were a prior-

ity at this point, but how 

the city was going to pay 

City holds fi rst strategic plan workshop

Catherine 
Eaves

Wildfi re danger 

returns to state

Wildlife vaccine bait airdrop underway

Where past meets future
Museum of the Big Bend expansion embraces modern aesthetics

Architect’s rendition of the outside of the Museum of the Big Bend expan-
sion.

Courtesy photo

BY BETH PEABODY
Contributing Writer

See MUSEUM • 12

See WORKSHOP • 12

BY KARA GERBERT
Managing Editor

Notice:
Dr. John Rays last day of seeing patients at 

Preventative Care Health Services (dba)

Presidio County Health Services, Inc.

 is

 February 17, 2023

His patients may:

 • Remain as a patient at PCHS and be referred to

  another practicing provider at this clinic. 

  Make an appointment with Dr. Edith Simmons,

  Dr. Patrick Daly, Dr. Mark Dwinell, Dr. Emily Sliz

  and William Mason-FNP today.

 • Obtain your medical records from this office.

 • Request a medical records transfer release to

  another health care provider.

Aviso:
El último día de el Dr. John Rays de ver a 

los pacientes en Preventative Care Health 

Services (dba) Presidio County Health 

Services, Inc.  

es 

17 de febrero de 2023

Sus pacientes pueden: 

 • Permanecer como paciente en PCHS y ser cita

  con otro proveedor practicante en esta clínica.

  Haga una cita con la Dr. Edith Simmons, el Dr.

  Patrick Daly, el Dr. Mark Dwinell, la Dr. Emily Sliz o

  William Mason-FNP hoy. 

 • Obtenga sus registros médicos de esta oficina.

 • Solicitar una liberación de transferencia de

 registros médicos a otro proveedor de atención

 médica.

Bethany Ahern, Agent

Come in and check out our daily Come in and check out our daily 

Drink Specials and Giveaways!Drink Specials and Giveaways!

Live music this weekend!Live music this weekend!
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

RESULTS

Comedy

Drama

Romance

Horror

Action

WHAT IS YOUR

FAVORITE MOVIE 

GENRE?

74%  (62 votes)

7%  (6 votes)

4%  (3 votes)

1% (1 vote)

TOTAL votes: 84

14% (12 votes)

Now the Avalanche asks: 

What is your favorite movie genre?

-Comedy

-Drama

-Romance

-Horror

-Action

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to editor@alpin-
eavalanche.com by noon Monday for 
consideration.

STAFF

J.T. Maroney

Publisher

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

Kara Gerbert

Managing Editor

editor@alpineavalanche.com

Shelley Maroney

Offi  ce Manager

bookkeeping@alpineavalanche.com

432-837-3334

www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Facebook: Alpine Avalanche

ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is pub-

lished every Thursday morning at 704 

East Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. Pe-

riodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-

pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff 

Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per 

year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the 

character, standing or reputation of 

any person, firm or corporation will 

be corrected when such occurs in this 

newspaper and is brought to the pub-

lisher’s attention.

“If you drive a car, I’ll tax 
the street,

If you try to sit, I’ll tax 
your seat,

If you get too cold, I’ll tax 
the heat,

If you take a walk, I’ll tax 
your feet.”

— “Taxman” song lyrics 
by The Beatles

Every January, we charge 
into the new year fi lled with 
hope and optimism. We even 
get giddy, dreaming about 
how much better this year 
will be.

Then it happens. We go to 
the mailbox one day, and it’s 
there. The dreaded W-2. Fol-
lowed by sales pitches from 
tax preparation fi rms and tax 
filing software companies. 
We’re still humming the last 
few bars of Auld Lang Syne 
when the tax man comes tap-
ping on our shoulder.

None of us likes pay-
ing taxes, at least no one I 
know. But I feel just awful 
about my longtime friend 
and mentor in this busi-
ness, Morris Craig, up at 
The Naples Monitor. He’s 
distraught. He found a dol-

lar bill in one of his 
pockets the other 
day. And he called 
to tell me about his 
“problem.” 

I let him know 
that I had a hard 
time understand-
ing how that was a 
problem.

“You found it,” I 
said. “It would be a problem 
if Melba had found it while 
doing the laundry. When a 
wife fi nds money, you never 
see it again.” 

“The problem is,” he 
sighed, “I’ve paid every tax 
I can think of. Income tax, 
state tax, amusement, sales, 
hospital, and gasoline taxes. 
I’ve paid taxes for Medicare 
and old age benefits, state 
automobile taxes for license 
plates, school taxes to edu-
cate the kids, and the county 
tax to build a bridge … at the 
other end of the county.

“I even paid my dam tax,” 
he chuckled. “You know — 
the tax we’ve been paying 
for years for that dam at the 
lake?”

“I pay my lawyer, my 
doctor, the butcher, and the 

baker with money 
I’ve already paid 
taxes on,” he said. 
“And if that isn’t 
enough, I pay my 
tax accountant with 
taxed money to fi g-
ure out how much 
more tax I’m going 
to have to pay. 

“So how come 
I’ve still got a dollar left,” 
Craig asked? “Obviously, 
I’ve overlooked a tax. It 
can’t be my road, defense, or 
college tax for higher educa-
tion. And it can’t be taxes for 
sewers or streets, wheat for 
starving nations, the tax on 
highways and public trans-
portation, or taxes to pay the 
salaries of elected offi  cials 
who pass more taxes. I paid 
all of them. 

“My real estate taxes are 
paid, my water tax, and 
when they charge us for an 
air tax to clean up the pol-
lution, I’ll have to pay that 
too,” he said.

“I pay taxes on the tooth-
paste I use in the morning 
and on the pillow where I lay 
my head at night. Taxes for 
parks, fi re and police protec-

tion, the farmer and the pork 
raiser, underdeveloped na-
tions, and urban revitaliza-
tion. And I wouldn’t dream 
of going fi shing, owning a 
dog, or getting married with-
out fi rst paying a tax.”

“Hold up, “I quizzed 
Craig. “You’ve been mar-
ried for almost as long as 
I’ve been alive. Well maybe 
not that long, but close to it.”

“Yeah,” he responded. 
“And we paid a tax to get 
hitched back then too.” 

Then he whispered, “I con-
fess there is one tax I haven’t 
paid yet ... a death tax. But I 
will. Until then, how come I 
have this dollar in my pock-
et? Did someone put it there 
to get me in trouble?”

“Craig,” I told him in my 
best sympathetic voice. “I 
don’t know where you got 
that dollar. But I can tell you 
what you better do with it.”

“What’s that,” he asked?
“If it were me, I would 

hide that dollar,” I advised 
my friend. “Before the gov-
ernment, or your wife dis-
covers you have it.”

What to do with an extra dollar

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Title 42 is not about drugs
It’s about immigrants and 

immigrants are not about 
drugs.  We should stop con-
fl ating the two issues.  Im-
migrants are basically of two 
types – those fl eeing danger 
in their homeland and seek-
ing asylum in the US and 
those coming here for jobs 
or to reunite with their fami-
lies.  Virtually none of the 
immigrants are involved in 
drug dealing, and they tend 
to be the victims of human 
traffi  cking, not the perpetra-
tors.  Seeking asylum is a 

legal process consistent with 
international and US laws.  
Those seeking asylum are 
not “illegal” and should not 
be treated as such.

Title 42 allowed the gov-
ernment to force both kinds 
of immigrants to stay in 
Mexico or return to their 
homeland.  It was an exist-
ing public health law intend-
ed to protect US residents 
in the case of a pandemic 
but was misused as “immi-
gration law” by the Trump 
administration.  The Biden 
administration has been 

forced to keep it in place 
by legal challenges.  Those 
forced to stay in Mexico or 
return home face terrible 
conditions of homelessness 
– abuse, rape, robbery, and 
lack of food, health care and 
education.  Enforcing Title 
42 makes them even more 
vulnerable to human traf-
fi cking.  It basically formed 
a dam behind which people 
were held, so their numbers 
grew.  It’s no surprise that 
with talk of ending Title 42 
use many immigrants try to 
reach the US any way they 

can.  Again, though, this has 
nothing to do with drugs.

As much as a third of 
those detained for entering 
the US illegally are repeat-
ers hoping this last time to 
succeed.  This is because we 
have not reformed our im-
migration laws to provide 
for orderly immigration and 
asylum processes.  Denigrat-
ing immigrants by associat-
ing them with drug dealing 
makes reform difficult to 
achieve.

Mary Bell Lockhart
Alpine

Bechtel Scholarship for 

Tri-County SRSU Students
Sul Ross State Univer-

sity students who graduated 

from high school or were 

home-schooled in Brewster, 

Jeff  Davis or Presidio coun-

ties are encouraged to apply 
for the Bechtel Scholarship.  
Eligible recipients will be 
awarded $750, which can be 
applied to college expenses 
of the student’s choosing.   
The scholarship is non-
competitive, meaning that 

all eligible applicants will 
be awarded the funding. Ap-
plicants must be full-time 
undergraduates, have earned 
at least 24 credit hours and 
have a minimum 3.0 GPA. 
Deadline to apply is Tues-
day, January 31, 2023, at 

Noon. For more informa-
tion or to receive an applica-
tion, please email Matthew 
Walter at mwalter@sulross.
edu or John Ferguson at jw-
ferg451@gmail.com.

John Ferguson
Presidio

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

Joseph Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

202-456-1111

Tony Gonzales

United States House 

of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

202-225-4511

Dan Patrick

Lt. Governor

P.O. Box 12068

Austin, TX 78711 

512-463-0001

Ken Paxton

Attorney General

PO Box 12548

Austin, TX 78711-2548

512-463-2100

John Cornyn

United States Senate

517 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4305

202-224-2934

Ted Cruz

United States Senate

185 Dirksen Senate Offi  ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4306

202-224-5922

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.eavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Send your community events to 
editor@alpineavalanche.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Jan. 21 Living with Black 
Bear in West Texas, 9:30-
11:30 a.m. at The Bunkhouse 
at Bad Rabbit Café, Terlingua 
Ranch and 2-4 p.m. at the J.W. 
“Red” Patillo Community Center 
in Study Butte. Seminar hosted 
by Borderlands Research Insti-
tute and Texas Parks and Wild-
life.

Jan. 22 LIFEMARK Movie,
3 p.m. at the Alpine First As-
sembly of God church, they will 
show this movie based on a true 
story. The public is invited. They 
will serve popcorn and bottled 
water.

Jan. 26 Ribbon Cutting,
5:30 p.m. a ribbon cutting will 
be held at the new Alpine Food 
Pantry 933 E. Gallego.

Jan. 26 City of Alpine Stra-
tegic Plan Workshop, 5:30 
p.m. in council chambers.

Jan. 27 Travel Talk, 7 – 9 
p.m. at the Alpine Public Li-
brary, “Ultimate Africa: Five 
Countries, Four People, Three 

Weeks” presented by Albert and 
Kathy Bork, Linda Hedges, and 
Rick Reese.

Jan. 28 LIFEMARK Movie, 3 
p.m. at the Alpine First Assem-
bly of God church.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous,
502 E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules 
available on front door. For more 
information, call 915-562-4081 
or aa-intergroup.org.

Alpine Lions Club meet-
ing, noon Tuesdays at the BBT 
conference room, 5th St. and 
Brown St.

American Legion Post 79 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., second 
Monday each month, Legion 
Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. Din-
ner provided. 

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave.

Big Bend Community Cho-
rale rehearsals, on Monday 
evenings at 6 p.m. in the First 
United Methodist Church sanc-
tuary in Alpine. All are welcome, 
but fi rst contact Andrew Alegria 
at Andrew.alegria@sulross.edu, 
call 432-837-8216, or visit bbc-
chorale.wixsite.com/bbcc. 

Citizenship Classes, at Al-
pine Public Library by appoint-
ment only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-
837-2621 

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Pub-
lic Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 
432-837-2621 to make an ap-
pointment.

GED tutoring, at Alpine 
Public Library, 805 W. Ave. E. 
Call 432-837-2621 to make an 
appointment.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine,
noon, Wednesdays at the Sul 
Ross University Center, room 210 

Alpine Humane So-
ciety Pet of the Week 
is T’Challa! T’Challa, 
named for a Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe char-
acter, is a one-year-old 
black cat who came in 
as a stray. He is a confi -
dent-looking guy with a 
diff use white star on his 
chest.

T’Challa hopes 2023 
is his year and would 
like to find his furever 
home. You can meet this 
handsome gentleman at 
the Alpine Animal Shel-
ter and see if you might 
want him to rule your 
kingdom!

Several services are 
available to pet owners 
through Alpine Humane 
Society and Alpine Ani-
mal Services. AHS off ers 
emergency pet food as-
sistance through the Pet 
Pantry, located at 600 N. 
5th Street, and provides 
fi nancial support for vet-
erinary care. Through the 
Shelter, AAS provides 
pet cremations and mi-
crochipping of cats and 
dogs.

Pet promotions are 
courtesy of Alpine Hu-

mane Society. Alpine 
Animal Services handles 
pet adoptions at the city 
shelter, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 2 to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at 2900 E. 
Old Marathon Highway. 
For information about 
shelter pet adoptions, 
cremation services, or 
lost/found pets, call the 
Shelter at 432-837-9030.

The Alpine Humane 
Society Thrift Store and 
Cattery is at 706 N. 5th 
Street in Alpine, open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday. 
The Pet Pantry recently 
moved to 600 N. 5th 
Street. The AHS Helpline 
is 432-837-2532. To 
view adoptable pets, visit 
PetFinder.com or www.
alpinehumanesociety.
org, and check us out on 
Facebook and Instagram.

PET OF THE WEEK

How do you 
feel about more 

and more TV 
shows moving 
to subscription 

streaming services?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Sandra Alvidrez: I 
am not a big fan of 
it, before you know 
it you have so many 
streaming services 
because of certain 
shows you want to 

watch, the cost gets to 
be a little too much.

Bryan Ritchie: I think 
it’s just another way for 
them to make money 

and it’s a bunch of 
baloney.

Donel Coleman: It’s 
ridiculous. I miss the 

days of having just 
two channels where 

you had to go out and 
move the antenna to 

change channels.

Shera Welch: I 
ditched cable for 

online streaming and 
saved lots of money by 

doing so.

Mary McCallister:
We moved to Hulu 

Live awhile back and 
we like it. It works 
for us. Even when 
you have hundreds 
of choices of shows/
movies, you typically 
can’t fi nd anything 

worth watching 
regardless of which 
service you have.

Jordan Miller shows off  her fi rst-place ribbon 
during the horse show held this past Friday at the 
Sul Ross SALE Arena.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

Big Bend Livestock Association Show
ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS
Property owners have certain rights that may reduce 

their property tax burden.

HOMEOWNERS

Property owners may claim their home as a residential homestead.  The filing of this document 

is only necessary if the homeowner has changed homesteads since January 1, 2022, the 

appraisal district has requested an updated application, or the owner has become eligible for 

additional exemptions since last year.  A copy of a current driver’s license must accompany the 

application.  Homeowners may also defer the portion of the tax on their residence homestead 

if the value of the home was raised more than 5% above the previous year.  Although the tax 

collection is deferred, interest continues to run on the unpaid portion of tax at a rate of 8% 

per annum and the deferred tax remains a lien on the property.  To apply for the deferral, the 

owner should contact the appraisal district which appraised the property in question and 

complete an application.

 

DISABLED PERSONS

Persons who are disabled under Social Security law are entitled to additional exemptions on 

their residential homestead.  Disabled applicants must apply with the appraisal district and 

furnish a determination letter from Social Security.  Disabled persons receive all benefits on 

their home that are available to over 65 persons (see below)

PERSONS WHO ARE OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE-EXEMPTIONS 

AND DEFERRAL

Persons who are over 65 years of age or disabled persons may file for additional exemptions 

and a ceiling on school taxes for their residential homestead if they became 65 during 2022 

or will be 65 during 2023.  Over-65 persons should apply for this exemption at the appraisal 

district office in their county.  Over-65 persons are also eligible to defer paying the tax on 

their residential homestead if they wish.  The taxes continue to accrue during the deferral plus 

interest, but no attempt will be made to force payment during the deferral.  Details and an 

application may be obtained from any appraisal district or the State Comptroller.

DISABLED VETERANS-SURVIVING SPOUSES

Persons who have been declared disabled by the Veteran’s Administration are eligible for 

additional exemptions on property they own.  The declaration letter from VA is mailed 

annually, but the appraisal district only needs a copy in the first year of eligibility or if the 

percentage of disability changes.  In certain situations where the disabled vet is 100% disabled 

and unemployable, their homestead can be completely exempt.  Surviving spouses of military 

and first responders killed in the line of duty may also qualify for this exemption.  An annual 

reapplication for the 100% exemption may be required by the Chief Appraiser.

FARM AND RANCH OWNERS-WILDLIFE OPERATORS

Farmers and ranchers and other property owners may be entitled to receive an alternate 

method of appraisal determined by the typical income for properties in the county.  This 

method is available to farms and ranches commercially raising crops or livestock or which are 

used as a wildlife habitat under State guidelines.  An application for agricultural use value and 

additional information is available from your appraisal district.  Re-filing is only necessary if 

requested to do so by the Chief Appraiser.

EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS

Exemption applications for all property tax exemptions including total exemptions for 

charitable, religious, and other total exemptions may be obtained from an appraisal district 

nearest you or through the State Comptroller’s Office at 1/800-252-9121 or from their website 

at http://www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/02-forms.html  

BUSINESS PERSONAL PROPERTY OWNERS

State law now requires the filing of a rendition declaring what types of business personal 

property that a person or company owns.  Failure to file the rendition will result in a 10% 

penalty.  If a fraudulent rendition is filed, a 50% penalty is mandated.  A rendition can be 

obtained from the appraisal district office where the property is located.  Deadline-April 15.  

A 30-day filing extension is available by written request.

AVAILABILITY OF ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS

Taxpayers may receive certain notices required by law from the local appraisal district in 

electronic format.  Written agreements with the county appraisal district must be entered first, 

ensuring what electronic means of delivery are acceptable. If you are interested in receiving 

communications in electronic format, you should contact your local appraisal district to 

receive a form requesting electronic communications and how that communication should 

be transmitted.

PROTESTING PROPERTY VALUE

Taxpayers whose property value increases by at least $1000 will be mailed a reappraisal notice 

stating the proposed value.  The taxpayer may file a protest of the value change by completing 

the protest form that will be included in the notice.  An informal hearing will be available to 

taxpayers, and if not satisfied, the taxpayer may have a formal hearing before the Brewster 

County Appraisal Review Board.  

If you have questions about any of these topics, please contact the Brewster Appraisal District 

at 432-837-2558 or come by our office at 107 W Ave E, Alpine, Texas.  Other information may 

also be available on the Comptroller’s website at comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/  

Dona Ward Blevins

dblevins@farmersagent.com

farmersagent.com/dblevins

2100 W Hwy 90, Ste B
Alpine, Tx 79830

WE'VE GOT 
YOU COVERED!
• Home      • Auto      • Commercial      • Life

Call 432-837-2225 today!

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

1st MONTHRENT FREE

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE IN 

CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Offi ce:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Offi ce:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Offi ce:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

www.aa-intergroup.org
www.farmersagent.com/dblevins
www.petfinder.com
www.chorale.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.alpineretirementhomes.com
http://www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/02-forms.html
www.comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax
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The 2023 Big Bend Livestock Association’s Show and Sale was a huge success thanks to the generosity of the 

Big Bend business and ranching communities and the hard work of the many volunteers who give tirelessly to Big Bend business and ranching communities and the hard work of the many volunteers who give tirelessly to 

the 4H and FFA youth of Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio counties. With dollars still coming in each day, the the 4H and FFA youth of Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio counties. With dollars still coming in each day, the 

sale again is well over the 360,000 mark!sale again is well over the 360,000 mark!

A sincere thank you to everyone who volunteered, contributed and helped in any way to make the 2023 show A sincere thank you to everyone who volunteered, contributed and helped in any way to make the 2023 show 

and sale such a huge success.

These businesses and individuals purchased animals at the Big Bend Livestock Association auction at the Sul Ross University.

• AEP Texas
• American Legion Post 79
• ARRCKSP LLC dba Ashley 

Ranch
• Barry Beal
• Ben Love
• Big Bend Banks (Marfa National 

Bank)
• Big Bend Title
• Billy Gene and Susan Roberts

• Black Gap LLC
• Bob Eppenauer
• Carla McFarland and John 

Green
• Chachi Hawkins
• Chip Cole
• Clayton Williams Ranch Co
•  Dale and Robbie Burns
• Don Weinacht
• Espy Family Ranches

• Flying W Ranch – John 
Weisman

• Hilltop Livestock
• J. Robert Stovell
• Jerry Springer
• John Boerschig – Wolverine 

Properties
• Lowell and Carol Woodward
• Mark and Jody Donet
• McIvor Ranch- Julie and Scott 

McIvor

• Paul Tanksley

• Producers Livestock Auction Co.

• Sharon Oates-Oates Ranch

• Tate Cattle Co

• Tom and Carolyn Mangrem

• Tom and Val Beard

• WE Love Ranch

• Yarborough Ranches

• Alpine Small Animal Practice
• Alpine Veterinary Clinic
• Andy Prude Well Service
• Betty Tanksley
• Big Bend Title LLC
• Fort Davis State Bank

• Big Bend Trailers
• BMK Show Goats
• Ellyson Abstract
• GSM Insurors of West Texas
• High Desert Hunting
• In & Out Rental Inc

• Livingston Ranch Supply
• Michelle Foster, Broker Mountain 

View Properties
• Ocotillo Arena
• Outwest Feed and Supply – Kim 

Claibourne

• Skinner Drilling and Well Service
• Stieg Remodel – Ryan and Trish Stieg
• TransPecos Bank
• West of the Pecos Cattlewomen
• Winners Edge
• WTG Fuel

• Alex Galvan
• Alpine Avalanche
• Alpine Small Animal Practice and 

Large Animal Services
• Andy Prude Show Goats
• Audrey Galindo
• Baeza Cattle
• Betty Tanksley
• Beverly Dutchover
• Big Bend Plumbing
• Big Bend Trailers
• Billy and Ralene Tarrant
• BMK Show Goats
• Bryan & Micaela Ritchie
• C.T. Electric
• Calvin Baker- Garland Roustabout
• Cara & Steve Merrill
• Carol Morrow
• Chachi Hawkins
• Chad Evans
• Chip Cole
• Chris & Teri Larabel
• Cibolo Creek 
• Cody & Ashley Wood
• Compass Electric Services
• Craig & Kelly Jo Newman
• Craig Foster
• Cross & Katie Moody
• Curtis Evans Ranch Construction
• Dale & Robbie Burns
• Darby Makloski
• Dave and Shelly Rogers

• Debbie Aufdengarten
• Delcom, Inc
• Desert Taxidermy LLC 
• Double K Flowers
• Doug and Caroline Fox
• Douglas Rogers
• Eliana Sharron
• Emily Crump
• Eric and Shera Welch
• Far Flung Outdoor Center 
• Felix and Elda Nunez
• Fort Davis State Bank
• Frontier Development, Inc
• Gage Hotel
• Ginger Whetten
• Glen Dale & Soya Phillips
• GSM Insurors 
• Haley & Levi Babb
• Hardy Hole Drilling
•
• Highland Drug
• Homer Mills
• Jack Wood
• James & Texas Temple
• Janna & Andy Stubbs
• JDLSA
• Joan Escamilla
• Joe Pineda San Isidro Farm & Ranches 
• John & Amanda Sablatura
• John & Shelley Paclik
• Josh and Michelle Rinehart
• Julie Martinez

• Katy Matthews
• Keith and Nikki Ahrens
• Keith Enterprises
• Kimra Rogers
• Kit & Stacey Wood
• Larry & Mary McCallister
• Legacy Broker Group
• Linda & Jimmy Morris
• Lorenzo Cortez
• Lykes Bros
• Mack & Megan Holley
• Macy Chionsini
• Marian Freeland
• Mario & Dee Ann Lujan
• Mark and Ofelia McDonald
• Marsha Roach
• Marta Parsons
• Martin- Robinson VM5 Ranch 
• Matt Newsom & Becky McCutchen
• McCoys
• McIntyre & Morrow Ranch
• McKenzie Land and Cattle
• Melvin & Carmen Gentry
• Mestero Cattle 
• Michael Janis
• Mijelum LLC
• Mountain View Properties
• Mudd Hutt Properties
• Oates Ranch
• Outwest Feed and Supply
• Parr-Pate Properties
• Paul Tanksley

• Paula Wilson

• Pink Flamingo

• Presidio Stockyards

• Pro-Costume

• R & G Welding

• Rancho Espuela Cattle Co

• Rhonda & Bimbo Babb

• Robert & Jan Stallard

• Rod Devoll

• Ron Graham-Mesquite Land

• Ruby Losoya

• Rusty and Ginger Moore

• Sheriff Ronnie Dodson

• Stacey Yanez

• Steven and Kelly Boultinghouse

• Stieg Remodeling Services

• Sul Ross Meat Market

• T Plumbing Co

• TC and Julie Hawkins

• Tommy Hawkins Construction

• Twila Hardaway

• Ty & Andrea Whetten Wt Byler 

Ranches

• Val Beard

• Vaquero Trading

• Vicki Coker

• Western Industrial

•

• WTNB

• Z&T Cattle Co

end Livestock Association’s Show and Sale was a huge success thanks to the gend Livestock Association’s Show and Sale was a huge success thanks to the g

BUYERS GIFTS BUYERS GIFTS 

BUYERS POOL CONTRIBUTORSBUYERS POOL CONTRIBUTORS

ADD-ON SponsorsADD-ON Sponsors

BUCKLE DONORSBUCKLE DONORS

Thank You!Thank You!

Special Thanks toSpecial Thanks to

• Marfa Meats • Hovey Honey • Big Bend Coffee Roasters • Fort Davis Nut Co

Designs by Jordan for the sashes 
B & S Service for the porta potty

L&F Distributors and Celebration Liquors for the beer
Twin Peaks for the buyers liquor

Porter’s for their countless donations

Scott Gartman – photos
Steven Wood and Calan Ahrens

Advisors
Judge- Audrey Meyer

Rusty Mertink

SILENT AUCTION DONORSSILENT AUCTION DONORS
• 7th Day Wellness Spa-Kelly Jo 

Newman
• ABC Hardware
• Alpine Bed and Breakfast
• Alpine Rock and Mow
• Alpine Women’s Club
• Beauty Bar

• Bella Terrazza
• Big Bend Saddlery
• City Drug
• Cowboy Cleaners
• Davis Mountain Nut Co
• Double K Flowers
• Gum Slingers

• Happy Nails
• Herberts Heirlooms and Resale
• Highland Drug
• Hovey Honey
• Katy Matthews
• Livingston’s Ranch
• Marfa Meats

• McCoys

• Oasis Tire

• Outwest Feed and Supply

• Pecos County Feed

• Tractor Supply

• TransPecos Banks

BUYERS BUYERS 

• Ahrens Ranch and 
Wildlife

• Alpine Avalanche
• Alpine Vet Clinic
• Andy Prude Show Goats
• Andy Prude Well Service
• Baeza Cattle
• Betty Tanksley
• Big Bend Telephone
• Big Bend Trailers
• BMK Show Goats

• Brick Vault
• Byler Ranch 
• Capital Farm Credit
• Celebration Liquors
• Crystal Bar
• CT Electric
• Double K Flowers
• Ellyson Abstract
• Fort Davis State Bank
• Gage Hotel
• Hawkins Construction

•
• In & Out Rental
• Kokernot o6 Ranch
• McCoys
• Mijelum LLC
• Mountain View 

Properties
• O2 Ranch/ Lykes Bros 

Inc
• Oasis Tire
• Oates Ranch

• Outwest Feed and Supply
• Paloma Blanco
• Porters Thriftway
• Rival Energy
• Stieg Remodeling
• TransPecos Bank
• West of the Pecos 

Appraisal
• West Texas National 

Bank
• WTG Fuels
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “he’s got the

      morals __  __ alley

      cat”

  5  Andrews of 1944

      “Laura” with TX

      Gene Tierney

  6  Texas legume:

      black-____ pea

  7  TX Dan Jenkins

      novel: “____-Tough”

  8  TXism: “poke the

      bear” (3 wds.)

18  TX Tanya’s “One

      Love __  _ Time”

19  oil rig workers

21  it promotes physical

      fi tness in school

      (abbr.)

22  double reed instru-

      ment in the Dallas

      Symphony

23  member of “the

      Corps” at A&M

      (2 wds.)

24  a Texas “snipe

      hunt,” e.g. (2 wds.)

29  country FM licensed

      to Port Lavaca

30  marching band per-

      cussion: ____line

31  elected county

      prosecutor (abbr.)

32  soldier on a horse 

34  winter garment

35  TX O. Henry story:

      “A ___ in Santone”

36  fi rst Texas cattle

      brand was “AR” for

      “Alamo ________”

37  “it’ll make your

      ____ curl”

38  statement in a

      crossword puzzle

  1  Texas school in

      book “Friday Night

      Lights” (2 wds.)

  2  La Grange is the 

      seat of this county

  3  defi ciency in red

      blood cells

  4  lowest point

  9  Texas-based fi lm

      “_____ Cowboy”

10  “cement pond”

39  subject of TX Roy

      Orbison song was

      yearning about what he

      could ___  __  ______

41  badly behaved kids

42  identifi cation evidence

43  Mildred ____ “Babe”

      Didrikson Zaharias

44  TXism: “couldn’t

      ____  _ drum” (loser)

45  Davy’s home state (abbr.)

46  snakelike fi sh

47  TX Nick

      Foles is now

      backup QB

      for this India-

      napolis team

48  sodium _______,

      used in fertilizers

50  TXism: “cold as

      __  ___house 

      seat in January

51  mai ___ (rum drink)

52  TXism: “feeling ___

      oats” (rowdy)

53  poetic “before”

11  ‘tween Mon. & Wed.

12  one of the Texas

      Gatlin Brothers (init.)

13  TX Keyes book:

      “Scarlett _’_____

      Younger Sister”

14  raw diamond, e.g.

15  TX Simone Biles

      won bronze on the

      balance ____ in

      2016 and 2020

16  electronic crystal

      display (abbr.)

17  “____  ___  _ living”

      (struggled to get by)

20  theatrical platforms

22  TXism: “tighter than

      bark __  _  ____”

24  July cooler (abbr.)

25  ___well, Texas

26  bird class

27  was furious

28  TX Tommy Lee

      Jones 1994 legal

      fi lm: “The _____”

29  sports AM serving

      Midland-Odessa

30  TXism: “____ a

      bull give milk? (no)

33  hankering

34  late TX Rip Torn

      1978 mystery fi lm

35  defl ated tires

37  TXism: “he sits

      ____  __  ___

      saddle” (good man)

38  wooden box

40  TX Buddy’s widow:

      Maria _____ Holly

41  “hit below the ____”

44  TXism: “that ____

      won’t fl oat”

47  you can sail on one

      out of Galveston

49  surface-__-___

      missile
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Sale ends 1/31/23

Dear Neil: Was this past 
fall’s heavy acorn crop 
due to the serious drought 
or just a random occur-
rence?

Nut-producing trees are 
noted for being “alternate 
bearing.” They will have 
a heavy crop one year and 
a very light crop the next, 
swinging back and forth 
like a pendulum. Pecans 
are famous for it, but as 
you have noted, oaks act 
the same way. The produc-
tion of acorns had already 
been determined before the 
drought set in last summer. 
Dry conditions affected 
more the size of the indi-
vidual acorns and whether 
the trees were able to hold 
them to full maturity. I’ve 
noticed on the oaks and 
pecans at our house, even 
individual trees will be on 
diff erent cycles. Some will 
have heavy years one year 
while their neighbors are 
bearing nothing.

Dear Neil: We have 
enjoyed having Wheel-
er’s dwarf pittosporums 
around a water feature for 
the past 12 years. They did 
very well until two years 

ago. One of the plants was 

attacked by mealy bugs at 

that time. I tried several 

insecticides and finally 

was able to get some relief 

with Neem oil. Was that 

the best control? We have 

had a subsequent out-

break and would like to 

save the remaining plants. 

Is my identification of 

mealy bugs correct?

I believe your identifi ca-

tion is correct, although it’s 

unusual for them to be ac-

tive in any way during the 

winter outdoors. They are a 

soft-bodied scale insect, so 

oil sprays are one good rem-

edy. You could also use the 
systemic insecticide Imida-
cloprid applied as a drench 
around the plants. Do not 
allow it to get into the wa-
ter if you have fi sh. Mealy 
bugs are not common prob-
lems with pittosporums, 
although I have seen them. 
Cold damage is a much 
bigger issue. You didn’t 
mention where these plants 
are growing, which part of 
Texas and the amount of 
protection in their specifi c 
setting, but if they have 
been exposed to the extreme 
cold of Feb-
ruary 2021 
and Decem-
ber 2022 
that could 
have weak-
ened them 
as well.

D e a r 

Neil: I have 

a  S i lver 

Queen agla-

onema that 

has been 

around for 

30 years. 

It’s almost 

a member 

of the family. I’ve been 

cutting off  sprigs and giv-

ing them to our children 

for years. Now the mother 

plant is developing spots 

on its leaves. I’ve repotted 

it into fresh potting soil, 

and I pay close attention 

to its water needs. It grows 

well for a while, but then 

the new growth develops 

the spots. Please let me 

know what I might do to 

help it.

I might just as well have 

written this very letter. My 

Silver Queen is 25 years old 

in my home offi  ce. Watching 
it seven days a week I have 
observed that the spotted 
leaves are always on the old 
stems. The new growth com-
ing up from the soil is much 
healthier and more vigorous. 
In fact, when I trim off  the 
dried leaves just pulling gen-
tly on them has often caused 
the old stems to come up out 
of the pot without much in 
the way of roots. They’ve 
lost all their vigor. I’ve re-
moved a few more of the 
weak stems and started fer-

tilizing a bit more often and 
my Silver Queen as well as 
another taller aglaonema I 
have growing beside it have 
really responded positively. I 
doubt that your plant has any 
kind of fungal leaf spot. It’s 
more likely just a plant that 
has a few stems that are run-
ning out of steam.

Have a question you’d 
like Neil to consider? E-
mail him at mailbag@sper-
rygardens.com. Neil regrets 
that he cannot reply to ques-
tions individually.

Drought, disease, and pests wreak havoc on trees and other plants

Jan 10, 1947
Alpine received record snow fall between the end of December and the 
fi rst part of January. Over 36 inches total fell on the town, and vehicles all 
over were blanketed in white.

Jan 10, 1947
Mr. And Mrs. Guss Lines welcome 
daughter Sara on Dec. 30, just in time 
for her to celebrate her fi rst new year’s 
eve in Alpine.

Jan 20, 1939
Francis Marion Black, who 
was sentenced to death for the 
murder of 13-year-old Marvin 
Dale Noblitt on the Worthing-
ton Ranch, 60 miles south of 
Alpine last June, is scheduled 
to come before the Court of 
Criminal Appeals in Austin on 
Feb. 15.

Jan 30, 1948
City offi  cials will now enforce 
zoning for building in Alpine. 
Construction of certain types 
of buildings will be limited 
in certain portions of the city. 
This zoning ordinance was 
passed by the city commission 
on Jan. 12.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

www.rygardens.com
www.morrisonhardware.com


 

A week off is a good 
thing for most high school 
basketball teams, and the 
Alpine Bucks are no ex-
ception. And after suff er-
ing a 70-60 loss at Kermit 
Jan. 10, the Bucks were 
hoping to be full strength 
entering Tuesday’s game 
at Presidio. But illness 
has struck the Bucks, and 
Alpine was still missing 
some players for their trip 
to the Border – only tak-
ing about eight or nine 
players. 

Logan Smith and Zane 
Wash were expected to 
sit out and Jordan Rodri-
guez was a game-time 
decision.

“It’s going to be tough 
sledding,” said head coach 
Aaron Hardwick, add-
ing that the last several 
practices have been good. 
“They’re in very good 
spirits and I think they un-
derstand and know what 
we have to do.”

The Kermit game 
was tough after the Yel-
lowjackets lost their top 
player, who transferred to 
Wink. Hardwick wasn’t 
sure how Kermit would 
respond. “They were very 

motivated, they had a lot 
to prove,” Hardwick said. 
“Credit to Kermit. Coach 
Darian Evans game-
planned very well against 
us. There’s no easy games 
in district, at all, whether 
you’re at home or on the 
road, and Kermit is a 
tough place to play.”

The Bucks were down 
big entering the fourth 
quarter but ended the 
game strong.

“We ended the game 
fantastic, especially de-
fensively,” Hardwick 
said. “We held them to six 
points in the fourth quar-
ter. That defensive eff ort 
in that fourth quarter is 
something that we looked 
at the other day and I think 
that kind of motivated our 
kids and encouraged our 
kids and kind of let them 
know, ‘Hey, this is the 
team that we are.’” Presi-
dio was expected to be an-
other tough game despite 
the Blue Devils’ record.

“When you’re going 
into anybody else’s gym, 
it’s going to be tough,” 
Hardwick said. “This is 
a team that saw us lose 
against Kermit, but then 
they beat Kermit 47-44 on 
Friday. So, they’re really 
confi dent. It’s going to be 

a good matchup for both.” 
Results were not available 
at press time.

Alpine will return 
home for Friday night’s 
district contest against an 
Odessa Compass Acad-
emy team that had lost 
nine straight entering their 
Tuesday contest against 
Kermit. Both their wins 
have come against Mid-
land Texas Leadership 
Charter Academy, a team 
that Alpine crushed in the 
season-opener.

The girls tip off  at 6:30 
p.m. and the boys at 8 
p.m.

The game is sort of a 
homecoming for Hard-
wick, who coached at 
Compass Academy for 
fi ve years and is familiar 
with many of the players 
and their families. “It’ll be 
good to see them, but at 
the end of the day, they’re 
chasing after something, 
we’re chasing after some-
thing and as much as I’ve 
been at Compass for how-
ever long, I’m an Alpine 
Buck now,” Hardwick 
emphasized. “My job is to 
make sure that my team 
is ready to go, and I think 
they will be ready to go, 
and they’re excited about 
that as well.”

Fightin’ Buck 

Schedule
BASKETBALL

Lady Bucks

Jan. 20: Compass vs Alpine, JV 

@ 5 p.m., Varsity @ 6:30 p.m.

Jan. 24: Alpine vs Crane, JV @ 5 

p.m., Varsity @ 6:30 p.m.

Bucks

Jan. 20: Compass vs Alpine, 

JV Purple @ 5 p.m., Varsity @ 

8 p.m. 

Jan. 24: Alpine vs Crane, JV 

Purple @ 5 p.m., 9th Grade Gold 

@ 6:30 p.m., Varsity @ 8 p.m.

ALPINE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Lady Bucks

Jan. 23: Crane vs Alpine

Bucks

Jan. 23: Alpine vs Crane
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 Sports
Both the Lady Buck 

basketball teams traveled 
to Kermit last Tuesday to 
finish off the first half of 
district play. The JV Lady 
Bucks played hard but 
struggled scoring points in 
the fi rst half. The JV Lady 
Jackets would build a big-
ger lead in the second half 
giving our girls their sec-
ond loss of district play. 

The Varsity Lady Jackets 
came out swinging, jump-
ing to an early lead to start 
the fi rst quarter against the 
Alpine Lady Bucks. The 
girls would struggle with 
turnovers and missed shot 
opportunities that allowed 
the Lady Jackets to come 
back and take a 10-point 
lead throughout the game. 
With three minutes left 
in the game, Alpine was 
down 10 points, but buck-
led down on defense. They 
would use defensive pres-

sure to create turnovers 

allowing them to close the 

gap. 

The Lady Bucks would 

get within 3 points with 

less than minute left and 

eventually tie the game 

with six seconds left on 

the clock. A foul would put 

Kermit on the free throw 

line with the opportunity 

to seal the game. Off  the 

missed free throw, Novah 

Carrasco would rebound 

the ball and go the length 

of the court. Carrasco got 

just inside the three-point 

line and got her shot off . 

As we all held our breath 

the ball would bank off 

the glass and go in with 

no time left on the clock 

giving the Lady Bucks the 

victory. Carrasco led the 

scoring with 25 points. Ali 

Maroney would add 11 

points and Hope Domin-

guez with eight points. 

 “What a game! Those 

types of games come down 

to which team is willing 

to stay focused and grind 

to the last second. These 

girls are amazing, they 

never say die and have no 

quit in them. They play for 

each other and have each 

other’s back. I am beyond 

grateful for these girls al-

lowing me to coach them 

hard. We had two starters 

foul out within the last two 

minutes of the game and 

they stepped up and fin-

ished the game well. I can 

say that that was one of the 

best victories in my career, 

all thanks to these amazing 

young ladies. It was a well-

deserved win for them, and 

they are ready to get back 

to grinding,” said Coach 

Virdell.

 The Lady Bucks were 

open this past Friday but 

will resume district play 

next Tuesday traveling to 

Presidio to start the second 

half of their district compe-

tition for the season.

Lady Bucks push it to the wire for the win

Alpine Lady Bucks battle on their home court  in recent play.

Avalanche photo

Bucks return home Friday
BY SHAWN YORKS

Contributor

It was a solid team win 
for the Sul Ross State 
men’s basketball squad.

On Saturday evening, 
the Lobos ended their 
three-game losing streak 
by defeating the Howard 
Payne Yellow Jackets, 
96-76, at the Brownwood 
Coliseum.

After the score was 
tied early in the fi rst half, 
the Lobos took the 
lead after fi ve quick 
points by Luke 
Pluymen. Pluymen 
had the hot hand as 
he landed another 
three-pointer to put 
Sul Ross ahead by 
seven with 13:48 
in the opening half. 
Howard Payne cut the 
defi cit down to four, but 
Pluymen got the Lobos 
ahead by seven with an-
other clutch three.

Caelyb Kerley got in 
on the action by landing a 
three-pointer of his own to 
give Sul Ross a 10-point 
lead. The lead grew to 
as much as 15 with 8:15 
to go until halftime. On 
the fast break, Daveone 
Bass made a layup to 
give Sul Ross a 16-point 
lead with fi ve and a half 
minutes left in the first 
half. Howard Payne 

came all the way back to 
within two points with 31 
seconds to go. Trey Nel-
son then made a three-
pointer with seven ticks 
on the clock to give Sul 
Ross a fi ve-point lead at 
the break.

The Lobos regained 
a double-digit lead with 
15:54 in the second half 
when Pluymen made a 

layup. Kerley later 
added to the of-
fensive spree with 
seven quick points 
to make the score 
72-56. Sul Ross 
continued to put its 
foot on the gas pet-
al as Hayden Peter-
son knocked down 

a three-pointer to grow 
the lead to 20. Larry Mor-
rison then made a layup 
and Pluymen hit another 
shot from beyond the arc 
to put the Lobos up by 23 
with 5:21 to go. Pluymen 
made six 3-pointers while 
tallying 26 points, seven 
assists and fi ve rebounds.

Kerley finished with 
18 points while Morrison 
chipped in with 10 points 
and three rebounds. Gabe 
Sanchez also added with 
10 points while he tallied 
three steals, two assists 
and two rebounds. 

Lobos end losing streak

Luke 
Pluymen

402 W Holland Ave, Alpine, TX 79830
432-837-0094|www.transpecosbanks.com

A New Year is the perfect 
time to talk to your family 

Not sure where to begin?

We got you covered!

Proud Proud 
Alpine Alpine 
Bucks Bucks 

Sponsors:Sponsors:

Alpine Vet ClinicAlpine Vet Clinic

BIG BANG

EN D YO UR Y E AR W I T H A 

AND

BETTER 

INTERNET

BETTER 

INTERNET
UPGRADE YOUR INTERNET

1 GIG x 1 GIG - ONLY $150!
EXPERIENCE THIS EXPLOSIVE

FIBER INTERNET SPEED 

SCAN HERE OR VISIT BIGBEND.COM/1GIG*

TO UPGRADE YOUR SPEED TO 1 GIG TODAY!
*THIS OFFER ENDS ON 1/31/23.

CONTACT US AT 800-592-4781Do you know what you can do with 1 GIG of fiber Internet?

With 1 GIG of fiber Internet, you can enjoy streaming, gaming, 

and online shopping  all at once - with absolutely no lag!

Holiday season means new devices that require Internet 

connection. Upgrade your Internet speed to 1 GIG now - your 

family will thank you on Christmas morning!

 800.592.4781
808 North 5th Street 

Alpine, TX 79830

RESIDENTIAL/HOME

START YOUR YEAR WITH A

Buck Basketball team. Jarred is the ultimate 

.

JARRED ROGGOWJARRED ROGGOW

Brought to you by

111 N. 2nd St • Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

www.transpecosbanks.com
www.bigbend.com/igig
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Ahrens Ranch and Wildlife
Alpine Avalanche
Alpine Vet Clinic
Andy Prude Show Goats
Andy Prude Well Service
Baeza Cattle
Betty Tanksley
Big Bend Telephone
Big Bend Trailers
BMK Show Goats
Brick Vault
Byler Ranch 
Capitol Farm Credit
Celebration Liquors
Crystal Bar
CT Electric
Double K Flowers
Ellyson Abstract
Fort Davis State Bank
Gage Hotel

Hawkins Construction

High West Outfi tters

In & Out Rental

Kokernot o6 Ranch

McCoys

Mijelum LLC

Mountain View Properties

O2 Ranch/ Lykes Bros Inc

Oasis Tire

Oates Ranch

Outwest Feed and Supply

Paloma Blanco

Porters Thriftway

Rival Energy

Stieg Remodeling

TransPecos Bank

West of the Pecos Appraisal

West Texas National Bank

WTG Fuels

2023 BUYERS 

AEP Texas
American Legion Post 79
ARRCKSP LLC dba Ashley 

Ranch
Barry Beal
Ben Love
Big Bend Banks (Marfa 

National Bank)
Big Bend Title
Billy Gene and Susan Roberts
Black Gap LLC
Bob Eppenauer
Carla McFarland and John 

Green
Chachi Hawkins
Chip Cole
Clayton Williams Ranch Co
 Dale and Robbie Burns
Don Weinacht
Espy Family Ranches

Flying W Ranch – John 
Weisman

Hilltop Livestock
J. Robert Stovell
Jerry Springer
John Boerschig – Wolverine 

Properties
Lowell and Carol Woodward
Mark and Jody Donet
McIvor Ranch- Julie and 

Scott McIvor
Paul Tanksley
Producers Livestock Auction 

Co.
Sharon Oates-Oates Ranch
Tate Cattle Co
Tom and Carolyn Mangrem
Tom and Val Beard
WE Love Ranch
Yarborough Ranches

2023 BUYERS POOL

2023 LIVESTOCK SHOW RESULTS

Alex Galvan

Alpine Avalanche

Alpine Small Animal Practice 

and Large Animal Services

Andy Prude Show Goats

Audrey Galindo

Baeza Cattle

Betty Tanksley

Beverly Dutchover

Big Bend Plumbing

Big Bend Trailers

Billy and Ralene Tarrant

BMK Show Goats

Bryan & Micaela Ritchie

C.T. Electric

Calvin Baker- Garland 

Roustabout

Cara & Steve Merrill

Carol Morrow

Chachi Hawkins

Chad Evans

Chip Cole

Chris & Teri Larabel

Cibolo Creek 

Cody & Ashley Wood

Compass Electric Services

Craig & Kelly Jo Newman

Craig Foster

Cross & Katie Moody

Curtis Evans Ranch Con-

struction

Dale & Robbie Burns

Darby Makloski

Dave and Shelly Rogers

Debbie Aufdengarten

Delcom, Inc

Desert Taxidermy LLC 

Double K Flowers

Doug and Caroline Fox

Douglas Rogers

Eliana Sharron

Emily Crump

Eric and Shera Welch

Far Flung Outdoor Center 

Felix and Elda Nunez

Fort Davis State Bank

Frontier Development, Inc

Gage Hotel

Ginger Whetten

Glen Dale & Soya Phillips

GSM Insurors 

Haley & Levi Babb

Hardy Hole Drilling

High West Outfi tters

Highland Drug

Homer Mills

Jack Wood

James & Texas Temple

Janna & Andy Stubbs

JDLSA

Joan Escamilla

Joe Pineda San Isidro Farm & 

Ranches 

John & Amanda Sablatura

John & Shelley Paclik

Josh and Michelle Rinehart

Julie Martinez

Katy Matthews

Keith and Nikki Ahrens

Keith Enterprises

Kimra Rogers

Kit & Stacey Wood

Larry & Mary McCallister

Legacy Broker Group

Linda & Jimmy Morris

Lorenzo Cortez

Lykes Bros

Mack & Megan Holley

Macy Chionsini

Marian Freeland

Mario & Dee Ann Lujan

Mark and Ofelia McDonald

Marsha Roach

Marta Parsons

Martin- Robinson VM5 

Ranch 

Matt Newsom & Becky Mc-

Cutchen

McCoys

McIntyre & Morrow Ranch

McKenzie Land and Cattle

Melvin & Carmen Gentry

Mestero Cattle 

Michael Janis

Mijelum LLC

Mountain View Properties

Mudd Hutt Properties

Oates Ranch

Outwest Feed and Supply

Parr-Pate Properties

Paul Tanksley

Paula Wilson

Pink Flamingo

Presidio Stockyards

Pro-Costume

R & G Welding

Rancho Espuela Cattle Co

Rhonda & Bimbo Babb

Robert & Jan Stallard

Rod Devoll

Ron Graham-Mesquite Land

Ruby Losoya

Rusty and Ginger Moore

Sheriff  Ronnie Dodson

Stacey Yanez

Steven and Kelly Boulting-

house

Stieg Remodeling Services

Sul Ross Meat Market

T Plumbing Co

TC and Julie Hawkins

Tommy Hawkins Construc-

tion

Twila Hardaway

Ty & Andrea Whetten Wt 

Byler Ranches

Val Beard

Vaquero Trading

Vicki Coker

Western Industrial

Wildfl ower Adventures, LLC

WTNB

Z&T Cattle Co

2023 ADD ON 

SPONSORS

West Texas National 
Bank representatives 

Dave Rogers and Phil-
lip Carey purchased 

the Reserve Grand 
Champion steer exhib-

ited by Talynn Stieg.

Photos by Kara Gerbert

Reserve Grand Champion steer

Buyers and Alpine Vet 
Clinic owners Dr. Ray 

Allen and wife Terry 
Jean Allen are shown 

here with their grand-
daughter Kaitlyn Wig-
gins who exhibited the 
Grand Champion and 
Reserve Grand Cham-

pion lambs.

Grand Champion/Reserve Grand Champion lambs

Hunter Stieg’s Grand 
Champion steer was 

purchased by Trae 
Dutchover of Porter’s 
Thriftway, Justin and 
Kim Claiborne of Out 

West Feed, and Robert 
Murphy and Bobby 
Caufman from Mc-

Coy’s Building Supply.

Grand Champion steer

Buyers Out West Feed 
and BMK Show Goats 
purchased the Reserve 

Grand Champion 
goat shown by Hallie 
Wood. Pictured here 
are Justin Claiborne, 

Roger Criddle, Kersten 
Keeton, Mary Criddle, 

Kim Claiborne and 
exhibitor Hallie Wood.

Reserve Grand Champion goat

Buyer Eric Welch of 
Oasis Tire and the o2 
Ranch purchased the 

Grand Champion goat 
exhibited by Gracie 

Boultinghouse.

Grand Champion goat

Big Bend Telephone 
General Manager  

Rusty Moore bought 
the Reserve Champion 

swine exhibited by 
Amanda Ahrens.

Reserve Champion swine

Buyers Stacey Wood 
of TransPecos Banks 
and Ashley Wood of 

Capital Farm Credit 
purchased the Grand 

Champion swine 
exhibited by Tannin 

Ritchie.

Grand Champion swine
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GOATS

2023 LIVESTOCK SHOW RESULTS

GRAND CHAMPION MARKET GOAT

Gracie Boultinghouse
RESERVE CHAMPION MARKET GOAT

Hallie Wood

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP

Hallie Wood
SENIOR SHOWMANSHIP

Robert Vasquez

DIVISION I CHAMPION

Sadie Wood
DIVISION I RESERVE CHAMPION

Gracie Boultinghouse

EXHIBITOR ASSOCIATION

DIVISION I

CLASS 1

Gracie Boultinghouse Fort Davis FFA
Estefania Mucharraz Alpine FFA
Martin Sablatura Alpine FFA
Amberly Tarrant Alpine FFA
Kaysen Hardaway Alpine FFA
Eduardo Flores Rio Grande 4H
Estefania Mucharraz Alpine FFA
Annaka Salcido Marfa 4H

CLASS 2

Sadie Wood Twin Peaks 4H
Gracie Boultinghouse Fort Davis FFA
Olin Welch Fort Davis FFA
Allison Sanchez Alpine FFA
Allison Sanchez Alpine FFA
Miguel Batres Jr. Alpine FFA
Landin Salcido Marfa 4H
Ian Schwierjohn Alpine FFA

CLASS 3

Ryli Vasquez Alpine FFA
Collette Sharron Alpine FFA

Martin Sablatura Alpine FFA
Trey Vick Fort Davis FFA
Alexi Hernandez Fort Davis FFA
Annaliese West Marathon 4H
Kendyl Hardaway Alpine FFA
Kaysen Hardaway Alpine FFA

DIVISION II CHAMPION

Rode Babb
DIVISION II RESERVE CHAMPION

Gracie Boultinghouse
DIVISION II

CLASS 4

Rode Babb Alpine FFA
Gracie Boultinghouse Fort Davis FFA
Wirth Moreland Fort Davis 4H
Naida Morris Alpine FFA
Rynn Matthews Alpine FFA
Madeline West Marathon 4H
Kendyl Hardaway Alpine FFA
Lauren  Rogers Alpine FFA
Leddy Wood Twin Peaks 4H

CLASS 5

Rynn Matthews Alpine FFA
Kaden Whetten Marathon 4H
Kaitlyn Wiggins Alpine FFA
Mason Losoya Alpine FFA
Mia Morris Alpine FFA
Miguel Batres Jr. Alpine FFA
Liliana Flores Alpine FFA
Kayden Gray Fort Davis FFA

CLASS 6

Acy Gentry Alpine FFA
Acy Gentry Alpine FFA
Olin Welch Fort Davis FFA
Samuel Sanchez Rio Grande 4H
Collette Sharron Alpine FFA
Allison Sanchez Alpine FFA

Madeline West Marathon 4H
Miguel Batres Jr. Alpine FFA
Kayden Gray Fort Davis FFA

DIVISION III CHAMPION

Hallie Wood
DIVISION III RESERVE CHAMPION

Rode Babb

DIVISION III

CLASS 7

Hallie Wood Twin Peaks 4H
Gracie Boultinghouse Fort Davis FFA
Gracie Boultinghouse Fort Davis FFA
Kaitlyn Wiggins Alpine FFA
Kaitlyn Wiggins Alpine FFA
Gracie Boultinghouse Fort Davis FFA
Mia Morris Alpine FFA
Chelsea Hernandez Fort Davis FFA
Trey Vick Fort Davis FFA
John Zuberbueler Alpine FFA

CLASS 8

Rode Babb Alpine FFA
Kaitlyn Wiggins Alpine FFA
Rode Babb Alpine FFA
Naida Morris Alpine FFA
Collette Sharron Alpine FFA
Sophie Janis Alpine FFA
Garrett Hicks Fort Davis FFA

CLASS 9

Rynn Matthews Alpine FFA
Rynn Matthews Alpine FFA
Hallie Wood Twin Peaks 4H
Sadie Wood Twin Peaks 4H
Kelton Tarrant Alpine FFA
Samuel Sanchez Rio Grande 4H
Samuel Sanchez Rio Grande 4H
Mason Losoya Alpine FFA

Olin Welch Fort Davis FFA
Liliana Flores Alpine FFA
Amberly Tarrant Alpine FFA

DIVISION IV CHAMPION

Gracie Boultinghouse
DIVISION IV RESERVE CHAMPION

Rodeo Babb
DIVISION IV

CLASS 10

Gracie Boultinghouse Fort Davis FFA
Rode Babb Alpine FFA
Carolyn Newman Alpine FFA
Kylie Maroney Alpine FFA
Kylie Maroney Alpine FFA
Martin Sablatura Alpine FFA
Robert Vasquez Alpine FFA
Samuel Sanchez Rio Grande 4H

CLASS 11

Kaitlyn Wiggins Alpine FFA
Rode Babb Alpine FFA
Sophie Janis Alpine FFA
Beau Holley Fort Davis 4H
Olin Welch Fort Davis FFA
John Zuberbueler Alpine FFA
Martin Sablatura Alpine FFA
Leddy Wood Twin Peaks 4H

CLASS 12

Kylie Maroney Alpine FFA
Clancey Newman Alpine FFA
Sophie Janis Alpine FFA
Wirth Moreland Fort Davis 4H
Ian Schwierjohn Alpine FFA
Samuel Sanchez Rio Grande 4H
Jackson Holley Fort Davis 4H
Lauren  Rogers Alpine FFA
Kelton Tarrant Alpine FFA
Olin Welch Fort Davis FFA

2023 seniors

Area 4-H and FFA exhibitors presented their market goats 
for judging this past Friday at the Big Bend Livestock Show.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

LAMBS
GRAND CHAMPION LAMB

Kaitlyn Wiggins
RESERVE CHAMPION LAMB

Kaitlyn Wiggins

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP

Brissa Baeza
SENIOR SHOWMANSHIP

Kaitlyn Wiggins

CHAMPION FINEWOOL

Gracie Boultinghouse
RESERVE CHAMPION FINEWOOL

Gracie Boultinghouse

EXHIBITOR ASSOCIATION PLACE

FINEWOOL

CLASS 1

Gracie Boultinghouse Fort Davis FFA 1
Kaitlyn Wiggins Alpine FFA 2
Kaitlyn Wiggins Alpine FFA 3
  

CLASS 2

Gracie Boultinghouse Fort Davis FFA 1
Kaitlyn Wiggins Alpine FFA 2
Rynn Matthews Alpine FFA 3

CHAMPION FINEWOOL CROSS

Kaitlyn Wiggins

RESERVE CHAMPION FINEWOOL CROSS

Gracie Boultinghouse

FINEWOOL CROSS

CLASS 3

Kaitlyn Wiggins Alpine FFA 1
Rynn Matthews Alpine FFA 2
Jaden Miller Twin Peaks 4H 3
Jaden Miller Twin Peaks 4H 4

CLASS 4

Gracie Boultinghouse Fort Davis FFA 1
Gracie Boultinghouse Fort Davis FFA 2
Kaitlyn Wiggins Alpine FFA 3
Kaitlyn Wiggins Alpine FFA 4

CHAMPION MEDIUM WOOL

Kaitlyn Wiggins
RESERVE CHAMPION MEDIUM WOOL

Kaitlyn Wiggins

MEDIUM WOOL

CLASS 5

Matheo Karleen Brewster County 4H 1
Rynn Matthews Alpine FFA 2
Collette Sharron Alpine FFA 3
Matheo Karleen Brewster County 4H 4
Collette Sharron Alpine FFA 5
Annaka Salcido Marfa 4H 6

CLASS 6

Kaitlyn Wiggins Alpine FFA 1
Kaitlyn Wiggins Alpine FFA 2
Brissa Baeza Rio Grande 4H 3
Eliana Granado Fort Davis FFA 4

Kaitlyn Wiggins, a senior Alpine FFA exhibitor 
and her younger cousin Rynn Matthews prepare 
to enter the show ring with their lambs this past 
Friday at the Big Bend Livestock Show.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

2601 E. Hwy 90
Alpine

432-837-5030

& more!

TiresTires

PartsParts

AccessoriesAccessories

ServiceService

24 HR roadside24 HR roadside

Everything to keep you running

Porters Thriftway
would like to congratulate all the 

participants in this years stock show.
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2023 LIVESTOCK SHOW RESULTS

Exhibitors show off  their cattle at this year’s Big Bend Livestock Show.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

GRAND CHAMPION MARE

Jordan Miller
RESERVE CHAMPION MARE

Talynn Stieg

GRAND CHAMPION GELDING

Kendal McComb
RESERVE CHAMPION GELDING

Ryder Coleman

CLASS EXHIBITOR PLACE

MARES Jordan Miller 1
 Talynn Stieg 2
 Kaden Whetten 3
 Lauren Aragon 4
Young Mares Reese Coleman 5
 Ella Boyd 6
  
Young Gelding Graham Dubois 1
 Reese Coleman 2
 Edie Dubois 3
 Jordan Miller 4
  
Aged Gelding Kendall McComb 1
 Ryder Coleman 2
 Lauren Aragon 3
 Graham Dubois 4
 Amberly Tarrant 5
 Megan Luna 6

 Kaden Whetten 7

 Kendall McComb 8

 Hunter Stieg 9

 Gracie Dabbs 10

 Edie Dubois 11

 Susanna Luna 12

 Reese Coleman 13

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP

Lauren Aragon

SENIOR SHOWMANSHIP

Kendall McComb

Junior Results Lauren Aragon 1

 Ella Boyd 2

 Edie Dubois 3

 Hunter Stieg 4

 Ryder Coleman 5

 Amberly Tarrant 6

 Gracie Dabbs 7

 Susanna Luna 8

 Talynn Stieg 9

  

Senior Results Kendall McComb 1

 Jordan Miller 2

 Kaden Whetten 3

 Reese Coleman 4

 Megan Luna 5

CATTLEHORSES

GRAND CHAMPION SWINE

Tannin Ritchie
RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION SWINE

Amanda Ahrens

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP

John Ritchie
SENIOR SHOWMANSHIP

Amanda Ahrens

CHAMPION WHITE OPB

Reese Coleman
RESERVE CHAMPION WHITE OPB

Tannin Ritchie
EXHIBITOR ASSOCIATION PLACE

WHITE OPB

CLASS 1

Reese Coleman Alpine FFA 1
Tannin Ritchie Alpine FFA 2
Ryanna Pineda Alpine FFA 3
Talynn Stieg Alpine FFA 4

CHAMPION BLACK OPB

Diondra Luevano
RESERVE CHAMPION BLACK OPB

Tannin Ritchie
BLACK OPB

CLASS 2

Reese Coleman Alpine FFA 1
Isaiah Briones Marathon 4H 2
Ryanna Pineda Alpine FFA 3
Talynn Stieg Alpine FFA 4
Hunter Stieg Alpine FFA 5

CLASS 3

Diondra Luevano Alpine FFA 1
Everett Keith Fort Davis FFA 2
Reese Ahrens Alpine FFA 3
Hunter Stieg Alpine FFA 4
Tripp Warren Alpine FFA 5

CLASS 4

Tannin Ritchie Alpine FFA 1
John Ritchie Alpine FFA 2

Gracie Dabbs Marathon 4H 3
Gracie Dabbs Marathon 4H 4
Colten Gray Fort Davis FFA 5

CHAMPION DUROC

Amanda Ahrens
RESERVE CHAMPION DUROC

Ty Ritchie
DUROC

CLASS 5

Ty Ritchie Alpine FFA 1
Izabella Briones Marathon 4H 2
Alexi Hernandez Fort Davis FFA 3

CLASS 6   

Amanda Ahrens Alpine FFA 1
Kayden Gray Fort Davis FFA 2
Colten Gray Fort Davis FFA 3
Adrian Chavez Fort Davis FFA 4

CHAMPION HAMPSHIRE

Tannin Ritchie

RESERVE CHAMPION HAMPSHIRE

Evelyn Smith
HAMPSHIRE

CLASS 7

Evelyn Smith Alpine FFA 1
Alexi Hernandez Fort Davis FFA 2
Kacy Hawkins Alpine FFA 3
Kody Hawkins Alpine FFA 4

CLASS 8

Evelyn Smith Alpine FFA 1
Izabella Briones Marathon 4H 2
Everett Keith Fort Davis FFA 3
Jaxon Minor Alpine FFA 4
Eliana Granado Fort Davis FFA 5

CLASS 9

Amanda Ahrens Alpine FFA 1
Adrian Chavez Fort Davis FFA 2
Chelsea Hernandez Fort Davis FFA 3
Kacy Hawkins Alpine FFA 4

CLASS 10

Mia Rodriguez Presidio 4H 1

Colten Gray Fort Davis FFA 2

Tripp Warren Alpine FFA 3

CLASS 11

Tannin Ritchie Alpine FFA 1

Hunter Stieg Alpine FFA 2

John Ritchie Alpine FFA 3

Talynn Stieg Alpine FFA 4

CHAMPION CROSS

Amanda Ahrens

RESERVE CHAMPION CROSS

Ty Ritchie

CROSS

CLASS 12

Tannin Ritchie Alpine FFA 1

Chelsea Hernandez Fort Davis FFA 2

Diondra Luevano Alpine FFA 3

Kayden Gray Fort Davis FFA 4

CLASS 13

Amanda Ahrens Alpine FFA 1

Kody Hawkins Alpine FFA 2

John Ritchie Alpine FFA 3

Izabella Briones Marathon 4H 4

Alexi Hernandez Fort Davis FFA 5

CLASS 14

Ty Ritchie Alpine FFA 1

Isaiah Briones Marathon 4H 2

Alexi Hernandez Fort Davis FFA 3

Colten Gray Fort Davis FFA 4

Brody Warren Alpine FFA 5

CLASS 15

Alijah Brito Fort Davis FFA 1

Chelsea Hernandez Fort Davis FFA 2

Kayden Gray Fort Davis FFA 3

Mia Rodriguez Presidio 4H 4

Kevin Perez Fort Davis FFA 5

SWINE

Livestock Judge Audrey Meyer examines the swine in a class of exhibitors at 
this past weekend’s Big Bend Livestock Show.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

 Kendall McComb trots her horse during the horse competition held this 
past Friday.

Photo by Felipe Fierro

Alpine Small Animal Practice
Alpine Veterinary Clinic
Andy Prude Well Service
Betty Tanksley
Big Bend Title LLC
Fort Davis State Bank
Big Bend Trailers
BMK Show Goats

Ellyson Abstract
GSM Insurors of West Texas
High Desert Hunting
In & Out Rental Inc
Livingston Ranch Supply
Mountain View Properties
Ocotillo Arena
Outwest Feed and Supply

Skinner Drilling and Well 
Service

Stieg Remodeling
TransPecos Bank
West of the Pecos Cattle-

women
Winners Edge
WTG Fuels

2023 BUCKLE DONORS

7th Day Wellness Spa-Kelly Jo 
Newman

ABC Hardware
Alpine Bed and Breakfast
Alpine Rock and Mow
Alpine Women’s Club
Beauty Bar
Bella Terrazza
Big Bend Saddlery
City Drug

Cowboy Cleaners
Davis Mountain Nut Co
Double K Flowers
Gum Slingers
Happy Nails
Herberts Heirlooms and Resale
Highland Drug
Highland Drug
Hovey Honey
Katy Matthews

Livingston’s Ranch
Marfa Meats
McCoys
Oasis Tire
Outwest Feed and Supply
Pecos County Feed
Tractor Supply
TransPecos Banks

SILENT AUCTION DONORS

2023 BUYERS GIFTS

Marfa Meats
Hovey Honey
Big Bend Coff ee Roasters
Fort Davis Nut Co

THANK YOU

Designs by Jordan for the sashes 
B & S Service for the porta potty

L&F Distributors and Celebration Liquors for 
the beer

Twin Peaks for the buyers liquor
Porter’s for their countless donations
Scott Gartman – photos
Steven Wood and Calan Ahrens
Advisors
Judge- Audrey Meyer
Rusty Mertink

THANK YOU

EXHIBITOR ASSOCIATION

LIGHTWEIGHT DIVISION

Henry Downing Fort Davis FFA
Sawyer Downing Fort Davis FFA
Brenna Downing Fort Davis FFA

HEAVYWEIGHT DIVISION

Hunter Stieg Alpine FFA
Talynn Stieg Alpine FFA
Ryanna Pineda Alpine FFA
Kaden Whetten Marathon 4H

GRAND CHAMPION CATTLE

Hunter Stieg

RESERVE CHAMPION CATTLE

Talynn Stieg

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP

Hunter Stieg

SENIOR SHOWMANSHIP

Brenna Downing

NMLS493828

ALPINE OFFICE  432.837.5948
PROUD MEMBER OF THE FARM CREDIT SYSTEM

capitalfarmcredit.com
108 West Avenue E

At Capital Farm Credit, we do things differently. We’re a cooperative—that means 
we’re owned by the same ranchers, farmers and agribusinesses we serve. Whether 
you’re looking for operating capital, a beginning rancher loan or need help navigating 
a rural land purchase, your goals are our goals. 

Partnership that really pays.

www.capitalfarmcredit.com


 

not probable cause exists 
to continue in a felony 
court. The judge also se-
lects four alternates for 
the grand jury. Grand 
jurors serve for a term of 
six months in the 394th 
Judicial District.

To return an indict-
ment on a felony case, 
jurors must meet a quo-
rum. Nine jurors make 
up a quorum. Therefore, 
there must be nine votes 
out of the 12 jurors that 
believe there is probable 
cause from the informa-
tion presented to them 
that an off ense occurred, 
to return a “True Bill” to 
indict the case. A failure 
to get nine votes will re-
sult in a “No Bill,” and 
the prosecution will not 
pursue criminal charges. 
All deliberations by a 
grand jury are secret. If 
secrecy is broken, it is 
punishable by a fine of 
$500 and 30 days in jail. 

When the pandemic hit 
Texas, most things came 
to a screeching halt. Not 
so with the 394th judicial 
district. Judge Ferguson 
was one of the creative 
minds behind keeping the 
wheels of justice rolling, 

not just in his own dis-
trict but across the state, 
the country, and even in-
ternationally. Since the 
pandemic he has spoken 
in no less than eight dif-
ferent countries and ad-
dressed the UN Women’s 
Association and other in-
ternational judicial bod-
ies, on behalf of the Unit-
ed States on how best to 
continue their job when 
the world essentially shut 
down.

Every courthouse in 
the state of Texas was 
ordered to shut down 
when the pandemic hit 
Texas and began sweep-
ing across the state. The 
394th Judicial District 
Court, in order to mini-
mize the exposure to CO-
VID-19, implemented an 
online questionnaire for 
potential grand jurors 
to complete before they 
ever set foot in the court-
room. This allowed court 
proceedings to continue 
when business, schools, 
and other public entities 
across the state shut their 
doors due to the pandem-
ic. This solution worked 
so well that Judge Fer-
guson has continued to 

implement it as standard 
operating procedure. 
The days of sitting in the 
courtroom, awaiting 100 
potential jurors to answer 
questions about their 
qualifi cations or disquali-
fi cations and voice their 
possible excuses as to 
why they can’t serve are 
over. Not only did this 
make the selection pro-
cess more efficient for 
the jurors, but it allowed 
the court to weed out 
those who were initially 
summoned that were not 
qualified to serve. It in 
eff ect took a body of 100 
potential jurors to 30 po-
tential jurors that are re-
quired to show up to the 
courtroom for selection.

These digital solutions 
implemented by Judge 
Ferguson and several of 
his colleagues allowed 
for criminal cases to 
continue throughout the 
state and especially in 
this judicial district. Un-
like many courts who 
are still mired in a back 
log of cases, this district 
court is caught up and 
proceeding as planned. 
Many places in the world 
still have back logs of 

cases and are struggling 
to fi nd their way on how 
to tackle these issues, 
while the 394th Judicial 
District Court has man-
aged to stay on task, all 
while bringing the court 
system into the digital 
world, minimizing the 
use of paper for ques-
tionnaires, and coming 
full force into the 21st 
century.
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sioners that she would be 
replacing the locks and 
re-keying the fi re station, 
so that there would not 
be the need for multiple 
keys. Elmore also told 
commissioners in her re-
port that she was clean-
ing out and organizing 
the Emergency Response 
Center to make every-
thing more accessible 
and easier to fi nd and she 
said that she was work-
ing on multiple grants 
for the generator in Mar-
athon. Elmore told com-
missioners that the cur-

rent burn ban needed to 
be extended for another 
45 days, and commis-
sioners unanimously ap-
proved the continuation.

Road and Bridge Su-
perintendent Frenchie 
Causey told commis-
sioners that his crews 
had hauled gravel to 
Aqua Fria Road and base 
to several other county 
roads. Causey reported 
on multiple roads where 
general maintenance was 
performed, such as blad-
ing and pothole repair. 
He also reported that 

his department worked 
on securing loose tin on 
county structures that 
had come loose due to 
high winds.

Commissioner Ortega 
told the court about the 
Community Facilities 
Report. Ortega reported 
that this department had 
replaced light bulbs in 
the jail, changed HVAC 
fi lters, and was current-
ly removing Christmas 
lights from the court-
house. He also men-
tioned that an employee 
from this department 

and one from the Road 
and Bridge department 
went to Marathon to help 
unload the Food Pantry 
truck each time it deliv-
ers.

Financially, there was 
no report from the Trea-
surer’s office and only 
standard bills from the 
County Auditor’s offi  ce, 
and one line-item trans-
fer.

The next regularly 
scheduled Commission-
er’s Court is scheduled 
for Jan. 24 at 9:30 a.m.

COUNTY • FROM 1

DISTRICT • FROM 1

Molinar also told the council 
that the pool had been paint-
ed this past year and is fi lled 
with water. He said many cit-
ies keep water in their pool 
year-round, and that instead 
of draining it this year, they 
were keeping a close watch on 
water levels for possible leaks 

and vacuuming it once a week. 
Molinar also told the coun-
cil that his department was 
short staff ed, there being fi ve 
employees including himself, 
and that maintaining streets, 
paving, and seal coating takes 
longer with such a small staff .

 In action items, the coun-

cil unanimously approved the 
single action item on the agen-
da. The action item was to ap-
prove the Order 2023-01-01, 
Order of General Election for 
May 6, 2023, for the purpose 
of electing one Ward 1 Coun-
cil Member, one Ward 3 Coun-
cil Member, and one Ward 5 

Council Member for two-year 
terms: with early voting April 
24, 2023, to May 2, 2023. 

 After a few brief comments 
from council members, thank-
ing Darrell Losoya for his good 
work in keeping the city safe 
and working with the council 
and the city manager and Ed-

die Molinar for his good work 
in paving, seal coating, and re-
pairing the streets to the best 
of his ability with such a small 
crew, the meeting was ad-
journed. The next city council 
meeting is scheduled for Feb. 
7 at 5:30 p.m. in the council 
chambers.

COUNCIL • FROM 1

materials that relate to 
the prehistory, history 
and cultural diversity of 
the Big Bend region of 
Texas and Mexico.”

Over the past 86 years, 
the fame, and accom-
plishments of the MoBB 
stretch far and wide.  Ar-
ticles about the MoBB 
have been highlighted 
in publications like True 
West Magazine, Travel 
Awaits, AARP, Texas 
Parks and Wildlife, Texas 
Highways, Texas Month-
ly, and PRIME Living 
Magazine, to name a few.

Attractions, such as the 

phenomenal Map Exhibit, 
curated by Matt Walters, 
have drawn patrons from 
across the country for 
a glimpse into the past.  
The historical preser-
vation, with a focus on 
accuracy in time place-
ment, span fi ve centuries 
of mapping Texas and its 
surrounding territories.

Supporters have come 
out of the woodwork to 
keep the MoBB thriv-
ing and expanding.  The 
MoBB Director’s Advi-
sory Council members, 
Sul Ross State Universi-
ty, Texas State University 

System, and the Board 
of Regents have begun a 
$10 million campaign for 
a dream renovation, fi rst 
envisioned in 2007.

“The Cultural Events 
Center will be a gor-
geous space to host 
events, workshops and 
other activities …” says 
Mary Bones, Director of 
MoBB.  With incredible 
donors like the McCoy 
family, Caldwell family, 
John & Bonnie Korbell, 
Modesta Williams, Carl 
B. and Florence E. King 
Foundation, and King 
Family Foundation, the 

Museum Complex is now 
under construction.  

The MoBB has made 
available for individual 
purchase, 30 panels made 
of glass running along the 
guardrail of the elegant, 
panoramic patio.  Each 
panel is exactly 42″h x 
44″w x 3/8″d, and may 
be secured with a dona-
tion of $10,000, and will 
boast the donor’s family 
brand.

 The Museum Complex 
plans to celebrate a full 
weekend of grand open-
ing events for the new 
building Mar. 10 – 11.

MUSEUM • FROM 3

for replacement was the 
issue. In an aging sys-
tem, where would you 
begin in terms of the 
area of replacement, and 
with limited resources, 
including employees, 
how long would it take 
to complete even part 
of this momentous un-
dertaking. These were 
all questions asked and 
pondered. A sound fi-
nancial basis seemingly 
became the consensus. 
What loans and grants 
were available, how 
long would it take to 
pay off the loans, and 
what percentage would 
the city have to meet 
to qualify for grants. 
Also, how much of this 
would be passed on to 
the consumer in order 
to pay off  loans sooner 
so more work could be 
completed.

Councilor Rodri-
guez believed that it 
was important to bring 
in an engineer to look 
at what the city is cur-
rently working with and 
where best to begin the 
job of replacing these 
water lines. She also 
believed that looking 
closely at how much 
the cost of replacement 

parts would be, along 
with budgeting in the 
future and accounting 
for inflation and cost 
increase of equipment 
was of importance. Dr. 
Rinehart spoke to the 
group about the school 
district implementing a 
pathway to trade school 
program for the high 
school and thought this 
might be a way to help 
with new employees, 
giving them on the job 
training, and allowing 
them to progress to cer-
tifi cates and licenses in 
diff erent disciplines.

At the conclusion of 
the meeting, the one 
clear issue was that 
funding was at the root 
of all city improve-
ments. There was not a 
solid starting point for 
the priority of where the 
money is going to come 
from established at this 
workshop, but city offi  -
cials hope that will fl esh 
itself out in the upcom-
ing workshops held later 
this month and into Feb-
ruary, where all citizens 
of Alpine are encour-
aged to attend. The next 
workshop will be held 
on Jan. 26 at 5:30 p.m. 
in the council chambers.

WORKSHOP • FROM 3

Architect’s rendition of the inside of the Museum of the Big Bend expansion.

Courtesy photo

Brewster County Clerk's office 
is working to better serve the 
community. Plats will not be 

available from January 4, 2023, 
until January 30, 2023, due to the 
digitization of preserving some of 
our county's historical documents. 
Plats will be digitally available soon 

on the official website,
https://brewster.tx.publicsearch.us/

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.bigbendchamberofcommerce.com
www.highlandinn.net
www.alpineavalanche.com
https://brewster.tx.publicsearch.us
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ESPRESSO...
Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffi ns, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$6 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

office@fbcalpine.com

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Bible Study

9:45am

Worship

10:55am & 6pm

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
ANGLICAN CHURCH IN N. AMERICA

HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN

903 Fighting Buck Ave., 837-7170

www.holycrossalpine.org

Rev. Wyatt Boutwell

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Andrew Posadas

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN

15th & Holland, 837-5428

Pastor Mike Fickenscher

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday • 10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

ALPINE GOSPEL CHURCH

Paster- Adam Lopez

Sunday services 10:30 & 7:30PM

212 N. 6th st. Alpine Texas

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

editor@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

Holy Cross
Anglican Church

Holy Communion Sunday 10:30am
Wed. Evening 6:00pm

Wed. Evening Bible Study 6:30pm

Pastor - Damien GroutPastor Wyatt Boutwell

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

2301 E. Hwy. 90

Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 • Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334

In what activities did 

you participate in high 

school?

In high school I par-

ticipate in football, bas-

ketball, baseball, and 

UIL.

Who was your favor-

ite teacher/coach, and 

why?

My favorite coach 

was coach Valenzuela 

because he has always 

pushed me to do the best 

I could.

What was your favor-

ite moment of the last 

four years?

My favorite moment 

in high school was win-

ning bi district my senior 

year.

What are your plans 

aft er high school?

After high school I 

plan on going to college 

and get a criminal justice 

degree.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Ethan Sweat

Ethan Sweat

Services Provided:
• Wire Transfers • Money Orders • Phone Cards • ATM

The Senior Spotlight is graciously sponsored by

We are very 
proud to 

support todays 
Youth!

Desiring Change

 As the year begins, many of us set goals 
and commit ourselves to making some 
changes. We all want a better year and 
many of us realize that the best way to 
achieve that is to work on improving our-
selves. In this, many of us come to realize 
that change, that is true long-term change, 
is a diffi  cult thing. As noble as our inten-
tions might be, many times it seems like 
we can’t just make it work. It’s almost like 
we’re missing something. I believe I know 
what that “something” might be.

 Nehemiah is a person in the Bible who 
wanted to see change. With the Israelites 
returning to the city of Jerusalem, it seemed 
to Nehemiah like the opportune time to 
restore the home of his ancestors, that at 
that time remained in ruins. He grieved 
and even wept because of the condition the 
home of his forefathers found itself in. But 
even being justifi ed in his desire, Nehemiah 
knew he needed to do one thing, one cru-
cial thing, fi rst. Nehemiah put his emotions 
aside and consulted his God by praying and 
fasting.

 Nehemiah’s prayer in Nehemiah chapter 
1 is a beautiful prayer fi lled with worship 
and repentance. He asks for God to remem-
ber the promises to his forefathers and grant 
his request. Nehemiah is nervous because 
he knows he must also have the king’s per-
mission for this request. Although he wants 
to do the right thing, he needs to do it the 
right way. Later, God answers his prayers, 
and Nehemiah is granted the opportunity to 
go and restore the wall of that city he loves. 
God uses Nehemiah’s position of infl uence 
and access as the cupbearer to the king to 
fulfi ll his plan. But all of this was done by 
fi rst seeking counsel from God.

 This year we might have many ideas 
about the things we want to get done, and 
we might be perfectly justified in those 
desires. We might also have some things 
that are close to our hearts; things we’ve 
poured blood, sweat, and tears into and 
we’re ready to reap the results. But I want 
to challenge you today to take a moment to 
pray and ask God what He desires for you 
to do. Many times, we focus so much on 
getting things done, we don’t take time to 
really consider whether we are doing the 
right things the right way.

BY ANDREW POSADAS
Fuente de Vida-Spanish Assembly of God

Big Bend Livestock Association Show 

Goat exhibi-
tioner Kylie 
Maroney 
seriously 
studies the 
judge during 
this past Fri-
day’s stock 
show.

Photos by 

Felipe Fierro

  432.837.5948  | 108 West Avenue E | ALPINE

ROSWELL LIVESTOCK AUCTION SALES, INC.ROSWELL LIVESTOCK AUCTION SALES, INC.

SALE DATE: MONDAY,  JANUARY 16, 2023
2315 head of cattle sold on an uneven market, with 

excellent buyer attendance. This is the top of the market 
and prices range down from this according to quality, 

COMPARED TO LAST WEEK:  
Stocker Calves: $2.00 to $4.00 higher 

Feeder Cattle: Steady to $2.00 lower

Packer Cows and Bulls: Cows: $5.00 to $10.00 lower 
Bulls: Steady 

300# - 400# Steers ...........................    243.00 to 252.00

300# - 400# Heifers ...........................  201.00 to 214.00

400# - 500# Steers .............................. 218.00 to 243.00

400# - 500# Heifers ............................ 189.00 to 201.00

500# - 600# Steers .............................. 188.00 to 218.00

500# - 600# Heifers ............................ 169.00 to 189.00

600# - 700# Steers .............................. 179.00 to 188.00

600# - 700# Heifers ............................ 153.00 to 169.00

700# - 800# Steers .............................. 161.00 to 179.00

700# - 800# Heifers ............................ 150.00 to 153.00

Packer Cows ............................................ 72.00 to 77.00

Canner & Cutter Cows ............................ 61.00 to 70.00 

Packer Bulls .......................................... 95.00 to 103.00

Feeder Bulls .......................................... 78.00 to   85.00

Cow / Calf Pairs – Top Half ................... Not well tested

Bred Cows – Top Half .................... 1100.00 to 1500.00

Sponsored by:

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.laposadamilagro.net
www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.holycrossalpine.org
www.mission.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE CONCRETE

Most Major Brands of Tires
Complete Muffl er & Tailpipe Repair • Brakes • Shocks

Struts • Front End Alignments
24 Hr. Emergency Service

2601 E. Hwy 90, Alpine • 432-837-5030

AUTO

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating

AUTO DETAIL

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435  |  877.493.7862  |  WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT 

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND 

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 727772755

BODY SHOP

(432) 837-0094(432) 837-0094
102 W. Avenue E • Alpine, TX 79830

109 W. Hwy. 90 • Marathon, TX • (432) 386-4500

115 W. 3rd • Pecos, TX 79772 • (432) 445-9000

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave.

910 E. Holland

Alpine Tx.

mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

DENTAL

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 

JT @ 432-837-3334 OR EMAIL PUBLISHER@ALPINEAVALANCHE.COM

DONNA @ 432-336-6432 OR EMAIL PUBLISHER@FORTSTOCKTONPIONEER

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

ACTION HEATINGACTION HEATING
AND COOLINGAND COOLING

SERVICING TRI-COUNTY AREA

Central heat and air - furnaces - mini splits
Installing American Standard Units

Installing Samsung Mini-Splits
Repair available for most brands

Preventive contracts available 

Call or text 432-386-0275 
Actionishot2@gmail.com 

LICENSE: TACLA27924E

AIR/HEAT

To advertise your
business call 

JT @ 432-837-3334 or
Donna @ 432-336-6432

CPR SERVICES

Lori Fierro-Iverson 
Owner &. Instructor 

westexascprservices@gmail.com 

(915) 525-4762
westexascprservices.com

Servicing El Paso,

 Fort Stockton 

& surrounding area

ONLINE BOOKING | FAST & EASY | INSURANCE

432.244.4454
222 W. DICKINSON BLVD | FORT STOCKTON, TX

WWW.SMALLTOWNCARRENTAL.COM

CAR RENTAL

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds

432-837-3293432-837-3293
OROR

432-336-6670432-336-6670
24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

BAIL BONDS

RYAN KINKADE

432-386-3296

P.O. BOX 1934

ALPINE, TX 79831

432-837-7179

BIGBENDCONCRETE@GMAIL.COM

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
www.smalltowncarrental.com
www.westexascprservices.com
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GLASS & MIRROR SERVICES

PROPANE

ALPINE  |  432.837.2518  |  MARATHON

432-386-4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEEE

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@fi ndaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

SPA

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo 
HAIR STYLIST

REAL ESTATE

MOVING

TIRE DISPOSAL

Tire Disposal
Legally dispose of scrap tires! 
(TCEQ Permitted facility).
Fees: $8/semi tire and $6/auto, pickup, and trailer tires when 
delivered to West Odessa, TX
No super singles, agriculture or machinery tires.
Add $4/tire extra for pick-up service in Ft. Stockton. & $6/tire 

extra for pick-up service in Marathon & Alpine.

          (50 tire minimum for pick-up service)

Open daily during daylight hours. Cash, cards, checks okay.

Call  Call  432-614-1865432-614-1865    for more information.for more information.

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

www.legacybrokergroup.com | 432-837-3325

432-336-PUMP

Residential•Commercial•Industrial•Oilfi eld
Windmills • Water Storage Tanks

Water Lines • Pressure Tanks • Pumps
www.springbranchwaterwell.com

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CALL 
JT @ 432-837-3334 OR EMAIL PUBLISHER@ALPINEAVALANCHE.COM

DONNA @ 432-336-6432 OR EMAIL PUBLISHER@FORTSTOCKTONPIONEER

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa, 

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We off er the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W. 
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

TREATING YOURSELF TREATING YOURSELF 

TO NEW CLIENTS?TO NEW CLIENTS?

WE HAVEWE HAVE

YOU COVERED!YOU COVERED!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY & RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

432-837-3334 432-336-6432

Jewely - Clothing Jewely - Clothing 

Home Decor - Furniture   Home Decor - Furniture   

Complimentary Gift WrappingComplimentary Gift Wrapping

116 N Main St, Fort Stockton 116 N Main St, Fort Stockton 

(432)336-0200(432)336-0200
terrazasfurniture@gmail.com

TERRAZASTERRAZAS
FURN I TUREFURN I TURE

106 N Main St. • Fort Stockton, TX 79735

Office: 432-336-8536 • Cell: 432-290-1283

Fax: 432-336-2152

FURNITURE

www.homehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.west.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com
www.springbranchwaterwell.com


 

 For 50 years, La 
Nortena tamale factory 
has served the commu-
nity of Pecos, Texas. 
Located at 211 E. Third 
Street, it has been fam-
ily owned and operated 
by the Castillo family 
since its’ inception. At 
one point, the family 
even owned and oper-
ated a brick-and-mortar 
Mexican restaurant and 
the tamale factory pro-
duced what it does best; 
tamales.

 That restaurant even-
tually closed its’ doors 

when the family patri-

arch and matriarch be-

came older, and the busi-

ness became too much. 

They still held on to their 
tamale factory, and today 
it produces much more 
than just those delicious 
tamales they are known 
for all over southwest 
Texas. La Nortena is not 
a sit-down restaurant. It 
is strictly a to-go food 
option, but no better op-
tion exists when it comes 
to what they turn out. 

 Whenever I venture 
to the “big city” of Pe-
cos to visit my family, 
there is almost always a 
stop at La Nortena. I buy 
two things, that while I 

am perfectly capable of 
making myself, it’s much 
nicer to have it ready to 
eat immediately. I always 
purchase at least a dozen 
tamales, usually two 
dozen, one each of red 
pork and green chile and 
chicken and a large bowl 
of their chile verde con 
carne. Their tamales are 
great, especially since 
it takes several hours to 
produce what you can 
purchase in around five 
minutes. But their chile 
verde con carne is out-
standing. I have eaten 
a lot of chile verde con 

carne in my lifetime, but 
none of it compares to 
the flavor of that com-
ing out of the La Nortena 
kitchens.

 Their cubed beef, sim-
mered in their roasted 
green chiles and blend 
of spices is mouthwater-
ing heaven. It is so good, 
that I have tried mul-
tiple times, and failed, 
to replicate it. It is my 
life’s goal to decipher 
the exact combination of 
spices they use to make 
this dish taste so good. 
Although I have as yet to 
figure their exact com-

bination out, I have my 

own version that eats 

well too.

 So, the next time you 

happen to roll through 

Pecos, make a little side 

trip to La Nortena and 

pick up some of their 

world-famous tamales 

or any of the other de-

licious items on their 

menu. They are sure to 

please even the most dis-

criminating palate. From 

tamales to barbacoa, to 

menudo, chile verde, or 

brisket, the Castillo fam-

ily does it up right.

Chile Verde con Carne

Directions:
In a large Dutch 

oven, over medium-
high heat, add vegeta-
ble oil and stew meat 
and allow to brown, 
stirring frequently and 
cook until all the water 
has been cooked off.

Add salt, pepper, 
onions, and garlic and 
continue stirring and 
cooking until these 
added ingredients are 
well combined.

Add in approximately 
¼ cup of water to help 
incorporate flavors, 
cook onions until al-
most translucent, and 
keep the meat and gar-

lic from burning.
Once the onions have 

reached an almost trans-
lucent stage, add in the 
cumin and the green 
chiles and stir well.

Cook for approxi-
mately 5 – 7 minutes, 
until flavors are incor-
porated.

Add water or chicken 
broth until meat is com-
pletely covered.

Reduce heat to low 
to simmer, and cover, 
cooking approximately 
two hours, stirring fre-
quently, and until meat 
is fork tender and fall-
ing apart and at least 

half of the broth has 

been reduced.

Using a bowl or large 

liquid measuring cup, 

make a slurry out of 

cornstarch and water in 

a two parts cold water to 

one part cornstarch, to 

use as a thickener. Be-

gin with a small amount 

and stir into the chile 

verde until well blended. 

Chile verde broth should 

be the consistency of an 

easily pourable gravy.

Serve with hot corn 

or flour tortillas and 

shredded cheese if de-

sired.

Note: All measurements are approximate, as I tend to season this dish by sight and taste.

Ingredients:
1-2 lbs. cubed beef stew 

meat, fat removed
1-2 white or yellow on-

ions, diced
1-2 large containers 

of Bueno chopped green 
chiles, thawed

1-2 cloves of minced gar-
lic; more if desired

2 teaspoons ground 
cumin; more if desired

Salt and pepper to taste

Vegetable oil

Water

Cornstarch
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The tamale factory with the most

900 E. AVENUE E

ALPINE TEXAS

Chile Verde from La Nortena Tortilla Factory in Pecos, TX.
Photo by Kara Gerbert

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

REAL ESTATE MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE HELP WANTED

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in person 
at 118 N. 5th 
St., Alpine, 
TX 79831 
from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - � e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. � e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at bookkeeping@alpine
avalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Action Heating Action Heating 
and Coolingand Cooling

is hiring.is hiring.

Starting wage is $18 to Starting wage is $18 to 
$20 based on experience. $20 based on experience. 

Will train. Service techs Will train. Service techs 
earn hours with the state earn hours with the state 
to become licensed. Great to become licensed. Great 
work hours with overtime work hours with overtime 

available (if wanted).  Great available (if wanted).  Great 
opportunity for the newly opportunity for the newly 

high school graduate. high school graduate. 

CallCall

432-386-0275432-386-0275

Citation By 

Publication - Heirship

To all persons interested in the Estate of:

Joe Edward Skelton, Deceased

Cause Number PR03109

Brewster County Court, Brewster County, 

Texas

In Probate

The alleged heir(s) at law in the above-

numbered and entitled estate filed an 

Application to Determine Heirship in this 

estate on December 7, 2022 requesting that 

the Court determine who are the heirs and 

only heirs of Joe Edward Skelton, Deceased, 

and their respective shares and interest in 

such estate.

This Application may be acted on or after 

December 22, 2022 at the call of the 

docket. All persons interested in this case 

are cited to appear before this Honorable 

Court by filing a written contest or answer 

to this Application, should they desire 

to do so. To ensure its consideration, you 

or your attorney must file any objection, 

intervention, or response in writing with the 

County clerk of Brewster County, Texas on or 

before the above-noted date and time.

Attorney For Applicant:

Elizabeth J. Lewis, Attorney at Law

SIBLEY ANDERSON LEWIS

117 N. 6th St.

Alpine, Texas 79830

604 n. 6TH St. 

East, Marathon.  

½ a city block in 

Marathon.  Call 

325-668-1390   

MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

3 bedroom 1 ½ 

bath home, new 

wood fl oors, 

utilities included, 

located in Alpine.  

$700/month 

with deposit.  

Washer and dryer 

hookups and all 

kitchen appli-

ances included.  

432-249-0569  

Mobile homes 

and spaces. Close 

to Sul Ross Uni-

versity.  Frontier 

Mobile Home 

Village. 1102 N. 

9th St. trailer #35 

Alpine.  Call 432-

837-2736    

Mobile HOME 

- 2bed, 1bath, 

new fl oors, up-

dated kitchen, 

bathroom has 

W/D hookup. 

No Smoking. 

Pets considered 

(non-refundable 

deposit), Water/

trash service 

provided $822/

month-to-

month lease, 

plus gas & 

electric. $822/

Deposit.  App 

& Credit Check 

required.  

Call or TEXT 

979.997.0040  

FOR RENT/LEASE  

101 Cherry St. 

#5 trailer, 2 bed, 

2 bath.  No pets.  

$775/month 432-

386-3763 

1bed/1bath 

furnished apart-

ments available 

at Spanish Oaks.  

No pets! Please 

call Clark @ 

432-837-3411 

for more details.  

Clark Nussbaum 

Realty  

FORT DAVIS 

HOUSE FOR 

RENT, $1600 per 

month. 432-249-

0030  

Rentals Available. 

Call Rhonda Cole 

432-837-5539  

102 Baeza Circle 

Hse#2 – Fort Da-

vis, 2 BR/1 Bath, 

rent $1,000.00/

mo + deposit 

432-249-0293  

106 N. Garnet – 

2-bedroom for 

rent.  432-294-

2765 or 432-837-

3503  

407 E Lockhart 

#5 Studio Apart-

ment for Rent 

Rent $595.00 /

mo + Deposit 

432-249-0293  

407 E Lockhart 

#7 - 1 BR / 1 Bath 

Rent $795.00 / 

mo + Deposit 

432-249-0293  

603 E Ave E - 2 

BR/1Bath, Rent 

$795.00 + De-

posit, 432-249-

0293  

407 E. Lockhart 

Apt#3, 1 BR/1Bath, 

Rent $725.00 /mo 

+ Deposit, 432-

249-0293 

For rent – A 

frame house, 

2 bedroom/2 

bath, $1,100/

month plus 

deposit.  Utili-

ties included, 

fi replace, 

washer and 

dryer hookups.  

432-249-0569 

Small home, 1 

bed, 1 bath, large 

kitchen. Washer, 

dryer included 

plus utilities.  

$500 plus de-

posit.  432-249-

0569 

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 

seeking dedi-

cated employees 

to fi ll night audit.  

Excellent pay and 

benefi ts.  Please 

apply in person 

at 2607 West 

Highway 90. 

Holiday Inn 

Express is seek-

ing dedicated 

employees to 

fi ll front desk, 

night audit, and 

housekeeping 

positions. Please 

apply in person 

at 2004 East 

Highway 90.   

WANT TO BUY:

I buy cast iron 

skillets please 

text or call 512-

963-7533  

Want to buy 

old Colt pistols 

and old Win-

chester Lever 

Action rifl es. 

Daytime phone 

#: 432-294-2094. 

Nights/week-

ends: 432-364-

2234  

Advertising
really

works!
Call for
details!

432.837
3334

or visit us
online at
www.
alpine
avala
nche
.com

ARE YOU ADVERTISING?

To grow your business, you must increase

YOUR VISIBILITY.

To advertise, call us at

979-732-2304

Colorado CountyThe

Citizen
to advertise, call us at

432.837.3334 Alpine Avalanche

www.avalanche.com
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NOTICE OF ESTABLISHING DISTRICT OFFICES AND REGULAR 

MEETING PLACES OF  LAJITAS UTILITY DISTRICT  

NO. 1 OF BREWSTER COUNTY

THE STATE OF TEXAS   §

     §

COUNTY OF BREWSTER   §

TO THE RESIDENTS AND TAXPAYERS OF LAJITAS UTILITY 

DISTRICT NO. 1 OF BREWSTER COUNTY AND TO ALL PERSONS 

INTERESTED IN THE MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF SUCH DISTRICT:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Directors of Lajitas 

Utility District No. 1 of Brewster County, pursuant to Resolutions 

for the purpose of opening bids for construction contracts and for the 

open to the public.

The mailing address of the District shall be c/o Ronald J. Freeman, 

County and all other interested persons are hereby invited to attend all 
meetings of the Board of Directors.

/s/ THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LAJITAS UTILITY DISTRICT  

NO.1 OF BREWSTER COUNTY

3 1/2 day work week with performance 
incentives. $10/hour

Technician friendly equipment for 
preliminary examination and early 

detection of eye diseases.
Providing medical eye care and 

eyewear to our patients.
Speaking Spanish is required for 

language skills.

Please forward your 
resume or any questions to 

drperlab@4isoptical.com
or call 432-837-3699.

Now Hiring! 

Email resume to:  HR@bigbend.com  
OR Mail a current resume to 

BBT, Attn: HR
808 N. 5th St.

Alpine, TX 79830
Please no phone calls.

EOE Employer
Veterans are encouraged to apply

*Terms and Conditions apply.
BBT participates in E-Verify and promotes a 

Drug-Free Workplace.

AVAILABLE  POSITIONS

For more information we 
invite you to visit https://

www.bigbend.com/about-us/
employment/

Technology Services Associate
(Terlingua/Lajitas)

This career opportunity is in the heart 
of Big Bend.  The ideal candidate will be 
technically inclined, have a strong desire to 
succeed and capable of delivering world-
class customer service.  The job entails 
networking comprehension, installation and 
troubleshooting of fixed wireless, fiber to the 
home, Wi-Fi services, and other customer 
premise services as well as copper loop 
installation, repair and troubleshooting. 

2 Construction Technicians
Candidates will need to like working with 
their hands and like working outdoors.  In this 
position, candidates will be burying fiber and 
operating heavy equipment.  Individuals should 
expect physically challenging assignments as 
well as a 60 lb. lifting requirement.

Sales & Business Development Sales Lead 
This is a great and rare opportunity for a 
motivated Sales Lead to help grow our 
business.  This includes a vast array of quality 
telecommunications products and services in 
the Big Bend Region and beyond.  The ideal 
candidate will have at least three (3) years of 
sales experience with previous experience in 
the Telecommunications industry considered a 
definite plus. 

HR Generalist
We are looking for an HR Generalist who can 
effectively handle Benefits, Training, and 
Recruiting as well as working with management 
on employee engagement challenges.  We are a 
vibrant regional telecommunications company 
located in Alpine in the heart of Big Bend 
Region of Texas.  This opening is an on-site 
position.  This position will require candidate 
to possess good communication skills as well 
as excellent analytical skills.  Candidate will 
need to be proficient in Microsoft suite.  The 
ideal candidate will need to have at least 2 
years of experience in an HR or similar role or 
a Bachelors in a related degree. 

Business Development & 
Marketing Coordinator

This is a great and rare opportunity for 
a motivated Business Development and 
Marketing professional to help grow our 
business.  This includes a vast array of quality 
telecommunications products and services in 
the Big Bend Region and beyond.  The ideal 
candidate will have at least three (3) years of 
sales and marketing experience with previous 
experience in the Telecommunications industry 
considered a plus.  Candidate must enjoy 
a challenge and work well in a fast-paced 
environment.  The job responsibilities will 
include increasing sales and creating successful 
sales strategies and campaigns.  Candidate 
will need to have great communication and 
software skills along with good organizational 
abilities.  This position is based in Alpine with 
travel outside the area to develop markets 
and customers. This is a unique opportunity 
to make a big impact in a fast-paced technical 
industry and be a BBT rock star. Candidate will 
need a valid driver’s license.  Compensation 
is extremely competitive depending on 
experience. The position is eligible for $1,000 
hiring bonus after 6 months of service*.

HELP WANTED
FORT DAVIS STATE BANK – ALPINE

FORT DAVIS STATE BANK is accepting 
applications for a  FULL-TIME TELLER & 

a PART-TIME TELLER positions in Alpine.  
Requirements for these positions are fl exible 

hours, basic offi  ce and computer skills, 
experienced dealing with money, customer 

service skills and willing to be a team player.  
Bilingual preferred but not a requirement. 

Applications are available at any of our three 
locations, at our website www.fdsb.com, or call 

(432) 837-1888.  

Fort Davis State Bank is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

STAY IN TOUCH 

HOME DELIVERY

DIGITAL

432-837-3334

FOWLKES CATTLE

 COMPANY INC. 
IS NOW TAKING 

APPLICATIONS FOR 

TRUCK DRIVERS. 

AT LEAST 3 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE AND 

CLASS A CDL LICENSE 

REQUIRED. MUST HAVE 

A CLEAN RECORD 

AND PASS A PRE-

EMPLOYMENT DRUG 

TEST.  COME BY FOWLKES 

CATTLE CO., INC.,

1800 GOLF COURSE 

ROAD, MARFA, TX 

TO APPLY. FOR MORE 

INFORMATION CALL

432-729-4664.

LOOKING
for Full time or part time work?

WE CAN HELP!
We are currently looking to hire

MORNING SHIFTS.
6am-2pm or 8am-5pm

We can accommodate any schedule you have
• Starting pay - $10/ per hour
• Closing pays 10% more per hour
• 5% weekend differential
• Benefits- Health and 401K
• Overtime Available 
• Paid Vacation
• College Assistance 
• Flexible schedule
• Uniform provided
• Discounts on meals

MAINTENANCE (CUSTODIAN) CREW
• Basic duties: 
• Will keep lobby, back storage, washing 

machine/mop sink area and kitchen areas 
clean and neat. 

• Collect trash from lobby, kitchen and 
outdoor containers and dispose of same 
in dumpster. Keep area around trash and 
cardboard dumpsters as clean as possible. 

• Wash towels and prepare towel bucket for 
use in front counter. 

• Check and clean bathrooms on a regular 
(hourly) basis. 

• Break up and compact cardboard as 
needed and put in outside blue cardboard 
dumpster 

• Correct any hazardous or unsafe condition 
observed or notify on-duty manager of the 
problem 

• Assist with truck deliveries as needed. 
Check freezer and walk-in refrigerator 
for temperature check, neatness and 
cleanliness. 

• Starting pay is $13.00 Per hour

Text “mcdworksforme” to 36453
Mcdonalds.com/careers

900 E. Avenue E Alpine Texas

ALPINE, TEXAS
101 E. SUL ROSS AVENUE

104 N. 2ND STREET

(432) 837-1182

Now hiring multiple positions 

within both Alpine and

Fort Davis Locations.

Flexible Hours and School 

Schedule. Please apply at any 

of our locations in person.

EOE.

605 E. Holland

in Alpine, Texas

TWIN PEAKS
is hiring a Fulltime 
assistant manager 
trainee starting at 

$12.50 an hour.

After completing 
a minimum of 90 
days training and 

successfully meeting a 
series of benchmarks, 

a promotion to 
Assistant Manager 

and a raise to $15.50 
will be given.

Please apply
in person.

Reach potential buyers

when you advertise 

in the Classifi eds!

Place your ad today at

432-837-3334
or 

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

One Spot.
Lots of 

Possibilities!

CARS, TRUCKS,
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR
SALE & FOR RENT

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS

PETS FOR ADOPTION

GARAGE SALES

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH, 
MUCH MORE.

ALPINE 
AVALANCHE
CLASSIFIEDS





















www.bigbend.com/about-us
www.fdsb.com
www.mcdonalds.com/careers
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BIG BANG

EN D YOUR YEAR WITH A 

AND

BETTER 

INTERNET

BETTER 

INTERNET
UPGRADE YOUR INTERNET

1 GIG x 1 GIG - ONLY $150!
EXPERIENCE THIS EXPLOSIVE

FIBER INTERNET SPEED 

SCAN HERE OR VISIT BIGBEND.COM/1GIG*

TO UPGRADE YOUR SPEED TO 1 GIG TODAY!
*THIS OFFER ENDS ON 1/31/23.

CONTACT US AT 800-592-4781Do you know what you can do with 1 GIG of fiber Internet?

With 1 GIG of fiber Internet, you can enjoy streaming, gaming, 

and online shopping  all at once - with absolutely no lag!

Holiday season means new devices that require Internet 

connection. Upgrade your Internet speed to 1 GIG now - your 

family will thank you on Christmas morning!

 800.592.4781
808 North 5th Street 

Alpine, TX 79830

RESIDENTIAL/HOME

START YOUR YEAR WITH A

 Be the story of  your hometown
STORIES CREATE COMMUNITYSTORIES CREATE COMMUNITY

Start a new chapter and career with us!

Contact: Kirk Betz
(361)649-6168

Email resume to
kbetz@alpinememorialfuneralhome.comk

PAID TUITION TO ACCREDITED MORTUARY SCHOOLPAID TUITION TO ACCREDITED MORTUARY SCHOOL
COMPETITIVE SALARY, MATCHING 401KCOMPETITIVE SALARY, MATCHING 401K

HEALTH/DENTAL/VISION INSURANCE, PAID VACATION & HOLIDAYSHEALTH/DENTAL/VISION INSURANCE, PAID VACATION & HOLIDAYS/DENTAL/VISION INSURANCE, PAID VACATION & HOLIDAYSHEALTH/DENTAL/VISION INSURANCE, PAID VACATION & HOLIDA

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• FULL TIME IT

 SPECIFIC SOFTWARE, PREFER MEDICAL SOFTWARE 

EXPERIENCE 

• IT SPECIALIST

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER 

• NURSE- CNA OR NA

• FULL TIME- NURSE SUPERVISOR

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location

• PART TIME - DENTAL HYGIENIST,

 Alpine Location 

• DENTAL HYGIENIST- FULL TIME

• PROGRAM COORDINATOR -

 Collaborate with team to ensure program process and 

outcomes.

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT (Bachelors required)

 Alpine Location 

Now Hiring

TransPecos Banks continues to grow and needs 
additional hard working, dedicated employees 

 
UNIVERSAL TELLERS - We are hiring both Full 

$500 hiring bonus

Please apply at 

 

TransPecos Banks,  

P. O. Box 9600, Alpine, Texas 

432-837-0094

FULL AND PART-TIME

Click on the 

Classifi eds tab at

www.alpineavalanche.com

THEN

CLICK

ARE YOU ADVERTISING?

You have to fi sh where there are fi sh.

WE’RE THE BIG POND.

To advertise, call us at

979-732-2304

Colorado CountyThe

Citizen
to advertise, call us at

432.837.3334 Alpine Avalanche

GETTING
married?married?

Share your excitement!

Announce your engagementengagement

& then all the weddingwedding details

in The Alpine AvalancheThe Alpine Avalanche!

www.alpineavalanche.com/site/forms

www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.wtnb.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com/site/forms
www.tranpecosbanks.com
www.bigbend.com/1gig

