
 

Property and hotel/motel taxes, 
along with a county-wide fi re de-
partment update, led discussions 
at Brewster County Commission-
ers Court on July 12. 

Treasurer Julie Morton an-
nounced that as of the end of May 
the county has collected  the ma-
jority of property taxes for this fi s-
cal year, with $3.75 million so far, 
about a 96% collection rate. Mor-
ton was pleased with the number. 

As of May, HOT collections 

were around $1.159 million, an 
increase of over $50,000 from last 
year at this time. 

As far as expen-
ditures, Morton 
said the Sheriff’s 
Office had bud-
geted $95,000 for 
fuel and oil alone, 
lamenting that gas 
and other expenses 
were “outrageous,” with $73,000 
spent so far on those items. Com-
missioners then unanimously ap-
proved Morton’s fi nancial report, 
including revenues and expenses. 

Next, Morton announced that 
the Treasurer’s Offi  ce was seek-
ing approval to initiate a bidding 
process for three proposed coun-
ty-wide projects - the Marathon 
water supply and sewer project, a 
broadband expansion project, and 
north Brewster County Emer-
gency Response Center construc-
tion project. Federal funds of 
$1,787,575 budgeted from the 
American Rescue Plan Act would 
assist with paying for the projects. 
Commissioners unanimously ap-
proved that Morton begin the bid 
process. 

In other news, Alpine Volunteer 
Fire Department Chief Andrew 
Pierce provided an update on 
brush fi res, announcing that the 
fi re department has been in emer-
gency protocol. 

“When we have a brush fire 
reported, no matter what size, 
we send out all our brush trucks 
and a tanker truck because we 
would rather turn them around 
than have a county wide disas-
ter,” he said. “We have such a 
high amount of fuel and such a 

Stephen Hummel, the Dark 
Skies Senior Outreach Program 
coordinator with McDonald 
Observatory, takes annual night 
sky measurements throughout 
the greater Big Bend to track 
changes in light pollution. The 
latest results show that Terlin-
gua is getting brighter.

Measurements are made with 
a scientifi c grade camera using 
a process developed by the Na-
tional Park Service to produce 
imagery called all-sky photom-
etry. 

Multiple images are taken 
on location, such as from So-
tol Vista in Big Bend National 
Park, at night when there is no 
moonlight. The resulting im-
ages are stitched together using 
computer software, and show a 
wide-angle view of the skyline 
and night sky. The image shows 
all sources of light, including 

starlight, the Milky Way, and 
artifi cial light. 

The observatory is interested 
in changes in artifi cial light, so 
they use mathematical equations 
to subtract the natural sources 
of light from the imagery, leav-
ing only artifi cial light sources 
behind. The brightness of the 
artifi cial light and the brightness 
of the natural light is compared 
using a ratio called the All-Sky 
Light Pollution Ratio. This equa-
tion results in a number that is 
used to describe light pollution. 

“It’s pretty complicated,” ad-
mitted Hummel, and the pro-
cess takes a few days to com-
plete from start to fi nish. 

Hummel takes these mea-
surements at McDonald Obser-
vatory every couple of months, 
and he visits the same locations 
throughout the International 
Dark Sky Reserve at least once 
a year. 

“We have the most data sets 

of any location in the world,” 
Hummel said.

The most recent All-Sky 
Light Pollution Ratio for Mc-
Donald Observatory was 0.31, 
meaning the night sky is 31% 
brighter than a perfectly dark 
night sky there.

At one time, perfectly dark 
skies were measured in the Big 
Bend. In 2003 at Sotol Vista 
in the national park, the ALR 
was 0.03, or 3% brighter than 
a perfectly dark sky. Anything 
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Farmers Insurance teamed up with Marfa Meats, BBT, and Morrison’s True Value to host a tailgate party for the o6 
Cowboys baseball team on July 8 at Kokernot Field in Alpine. Those attending the game against the Weimar Hormigas 
enjoyed burgers and got to mingle with the players. 

Avalanche photo by J.T. Maroney

Sprucing up 

year-round 

Are Big Bend stars getting outshined?

County tax collections booming 

A city-wide clean-up is 
 a fantastic way to bring 
volunteers who care about 
their community together 
for a common purpose, 
and to make the city more 
attractive and aesthetically 
pleasing. Besides sprucing 
up and lending a helping 
hand to the city’s cleaning 
crew, the cleanups allows 
residents to bond, social-
ize, and even get some 
good exercise in the pro-
cess. 
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Donald George 

Satterwhite
Donald George Sat-

terwhite, 92, of Alpine, 

Texas, passed away at 
his residence on June 
25, 2022.

He was born in Neces-
sity, Texas, on Sept. 2, 
1929, the oldest of three 
children of George and 
Winifred Satterwhite. 

After graduating from 
high school, he joined 
the armed forces, and 
proudly served in the U. 
S. Marine Corps. Fol-
lowing his discharge, he 
attended Tarleton State 
University, then trans-
ferred to Texas A&M 
University where he re-
ceived his Bachelor of 
Science degree in Geol-
ogy. 

Don began working 
for Gulf Oil Company, 
and was sent to Mara-
thon, Texas, where he 

mapped a large portion 
of the Marathon Basin. 
Several years later af-
ter leaving Gulf, he en-
rolled at Sul Ross State 
University where he 
received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Math-
ematics, then took a job 
teaching in Clint, Texas, 
for two years. 

After returning to Al-
pine, he began working 
for the Alpine Indepen-
dent School District, 

and in 1964 received a 
master’s degree in Eng-
lish from Sul Ross. Don 
continued to work for 
AISD for many years, 
and taught at the high 
school, middle school, 
and Centennial School.

He was a voracious 
reader, a die-hard Dal-
las Cowboys fan, and 
loved riding his Harley-
Davidson motorcycle. 
He enjoyed all kinds of 
music, including clas-
sical, Tejano, country 
and western, big band, 
New Orleans  s ty le 
jazz, rock’n’roll, and 
blues, and was particu-
larly fond of the song 
“Ramblin Man” by the 
Allman Brothers Band. 
Another favorite pas-
time was sitting under 
his shaded patio watch-
ing the wild birds he fed 
every day.

Don’s loving family 
and friends will remem-
ber his compassionate 
nature, sense of humor, 
generous spirit, and 
kindness towards all. 
He was a loving father 
and grandfather, and a 
devoted husband, and 
caregiver to his wife for 
as long as he was able.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, his 
beloved dogs Snoopy, 
Iris, Lacy and Sunka, 
many cats, his favorite 
cousin Ted Parks, and 
his good friends Albert 
Hallford and Sanford 
DeVoll.

Survivors include his 
wife Laura Lee, daugh-
ter Lauren Satterwhite; 
granddaughter  Jade 
Spear; brother Fred Sat-
terwhite, sister Polly 
Coleman and husband 
Jake; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Per his wishes, no fu-
neral or memorial ser-
vice is planned. Memo-
rial contributions can be 
made to the Marathon 
Animal Shelter, P.O. 
Box 208, Marathon, TX 
79842.

Online condolences 
may be left at alpineme-
morialfuneralhome.com.
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commitment to your family 

personally. We value your trust 

in us, and it is our honor to help 

you through your time of sorrow 

with compassionate service, 

professional guidance and a 

dignifi ed tribute to your dear 

departed loved one.
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THE FIRES ON

DOLORES’ MOUNTAIN

The mountain where Dolores mourned her lover 

By setting a fire each week 

For thirty years is a monument to duty. 

She trudged up to the peak

South of Fort Davis, Texas, each Thursday night 

With firewood or a hatchet 

To stoke the blaze and show 

How much she mourned Jose.

Folks who claimed to know

Said she was driven mad by the shock of learning 

That he, tending sheep 

The night before their wedding, was scalped and murdered 

By Mescaleros. To keep 

Her promise and do something praiseworthy 

For him, she made her way

To the breezy top and lit 

The first fire. People 

Soon came to know that it

Was she who wore a trail from the settlement west 

To the mountainside, 

And in the 1860’s a broken heart 

Or even a broken mind

Was a good enough excuse. 

Misunderstood, I feel, she gathered wood 

And matches and became 

A legend no one bothered,

For there could be no blame

Attached to this. 

Today the mountain seems to stand for them, the star- 

Crossed couple, and when you drive or hike 

Dolores’ Trail, you see how far 

She had to go those solitary nights, 

Aiming for the light 

To show there was no counting 

Stars or the love that burned 

In the fires on Dolores’ Mountain.

From

“The Purity of Jazz and Speckled Trout

and Other Prose and Poetry”

by James R. Campbell.
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Jerry Vaughn Millsapps
Jerry Vaughn Mill-

sapps, 88, passed away 
July 9, 2022, at his home 
in Fort Davis, Texas. He 
was born in Lamesa, 
Texas, Nov. 13, 1933, 
to Ida (Harp) and Rufus 
Millsapps. 

Jerry grew up in Lame-
sa, attending school with 
the same classmates for 
12 years. Many of these 
friendships endured and 
continue to this day. He 
always said he had a 
wonderful, happy child-
hood participating in Boy 
Scouts, riding his bike, 
and playing baseball in 
a summer youth pro-
gram. During this time, 
he discovered a love for 
all sports, but in particu-
lar, football. In 1952 he 
graduated from Lamesa 
High School, where he 

participated in football, 
baseball, and basketball.

After graduation, he 
attended Texas Tech 
University on a football 
scholarship where he let-
tered his freshman year. 
He then transferred to 
Howard Payne Univer-
sity, majoring in history 
and secondary education. 
He lettered for three years 
as quarterback for the Yel-
low Jackets, was named 
to the All-Conference 
Team for three seasons, 
and was part of the 1954 

Texas Conference Cham-
pionship team. Jerry was 
also named to Who’s 
Who in America’s Uni-
versities and Colleges.

While at  Howard 
Payne, he met and mar-
ried Margie Lee Coff ee 
of Bangs, Texas. Two 
weeks prior to gradua-
tion, he was notified to 
report for service in the 
U.S. Army. He was in-
ducted at Fort Smith, 
Ark., and trained at Fort 
Ord, Calif. He was as-
signed to the Artillery 
Fire Direction Center, 
and posted to Kitzingen, 
Germany. While in Ger-
many, he played foot-
ball for the U.S. Military 
League in Europe. Jerry 
was very proud of his 
military service.

After his time in the 
service, Jerry and Mar-
gie moved to San An-
gelo, Texas, where he 
began his coaching 
career at Lee Jr. High 
School. Coaching stints 
at Lampasas, Texas, and 
his alma mater, How-
ard Payne University, 
followed. In 1967, he 
moved to Pecos as an as-
sistant football coach.

The following year he 
was named head football 

coach and athletic director. 
While in Pecos, his 

teams won two Dis-
trict championships, 
appeared in one State 
semi-fi nal, and won the 
Odessa American’s Dis-
trict All-Sports trophy 
for seven consecutive 
years. During his time at 
Pecos High School, he 
coached the Texas All-
Stars against the Okla-
homa All-Stars in the Oil 
Bowl. 

Jerry served on the 
Board of Directors of 
the Texas High School 
Coaches Association. 
He was nominated four 
times to coach the North 
All-Stars at the THSCA 
convention, and served 
as a member of the Ethics 
Committee of THSCA.

In 1979 he took the 
head coaching position 
at Odessa High School, 
serving for seven sea-
sons. He then became 
Athletic Director and 
head football coach at 
Howard Payne Univer-
sity in Brownwood, Tex-
as. As a proud alumni, 
he started the Howard 
Payne Sports Hall of 
Fame, and was inducted 
as a member in 2002. 
Jerry then moved to El 

Paso, Texas, where he 
served as athletic director 
of the El Paso ISD until 
his retirement in 2000.

Having made a profes-
sion of faith while in high 
school, Jerry was an ac-
tive member of the First 
Baptist churches while in 
Brownwood, Pecos, Odes-
sa, and El Paso. In Pecos, 
he served as a youth Sun-
day school teacher. After 
retirement, he joined First 
Baptist Church of Fort 
Davis, where he faithfully 
attended church and bible 
study.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Ida 
and Rufus Millsapps; 
sister Rufi ne Hudson; in-
laws Reba and Russell 
Coffee; and brothers-
in-law Callie Hudson, 
Herman Rutherford, and 
Howard Hair. 

He is survived by his 
wife of 67 years, Margie; 
daughter Leslie Graham 
and husband Randy; three 
grandsons, Tye Graham 
and wife Stefanie, Trent 
Graham and wife Cath-
erine, and Trey Graham 
and wife Shelbie; three 
great-grandchildren, Ella 
Graham, Sofia Graham, 
and Kitty Graham; sister 
Karen Wilson and hus-

band Leldon; sisters-in-
law Jean Rutherford and 
Lillie Hair; and many 
nieces, nephews, and dear 
friends.

A visitation with view-
ing will be held on Fri-
day, July 15, 2022, at 
First Baptist Church of 
Fort Davis. Funeral ser-
vices for Jerry will fol-
low at 11 a.m. on July 
15, 2022, at First Baptist 
Church with Pastor Paul 
Harst officiating. Inter-
ment will be held at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, July 
16, 2022, at the cemetery 
in Bangs, Texas. 

In lieu of fl owers, me-
morials in Jerry’s memory 
may be made to First Bap-
tist Church of Fort Davis.

The family expresses 
special thanks to the 
members of First Bap-
tist Church of Fort Da-
vis, Marisela Renteria, 
Christine and Roy Woo-
sley, and caretaker Rose 
Jordan, for their support 
during this diffi  cult time.

The Millsapps fam-
ily has entrusted Alpine 
Memorial Funeral Home 
with arrangements.

Online condolences 
may be left at alpine
memorialfuneralhome.
com.
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Museum of the Big Bend 
commemorated a mile-
stone in its new building 
construction with a Sign 
the Beam ceremony on 
July 13. 

The new complex, 
scheduled for completion 
in early 2023, will double 

the space of the museum, 
and include a temporary 
exhibit gallery, a rotating 
Tom Lea gallery, additional 
collection storage, and an 
interior event space with a 
connecting outdoor patio. 
It will be named for Em-
mett and Miriam McCoy, 

donors and 
supporters 
of Sul Ross 
State Uni-
versity. 

Accord -
ing to Di-
rector Mary 
Bones, the 
c e r e m o n y 
signifi es that 
the build-
ing project 
has reached 
its highest 
structural el-
ement. 

“ O f t e n 
called a top-
ping-out cer-
emony, this 
is an ancient 

construction tradition,” said 
Bones. “Those involved in 
the project sign the beam, 
symbolizing their perma-
nent place in the building, 
and hopes for success and 
safety for the workers.” 

Those invited to sign the 
beam include donors and 
members of the Texas State 
University System Board 
of Regents. After signing, 
the beam will be lifted and 
secured in its place at the 
highest point. 

The museum is still ac-
cepting pledges for 30 glass 
guardrail panels that will 
encircle the exterior event 

area, and include family 
brands with a $10,000 do-
nation. Each panel will fea-
ture one brand on a white 
ceramic insert between two 
sheets of thick glass. Panel 
dimensions are 42”x44”. 

A recognition board 
inside the complex will 
have the donor name, 
ranch name, and the date 
the ranch was established. 
Pledges must be made by 
July 15. 

For more information 
contact Mary Bones at 
432-837-8145 or maryb@
sulross.edu. 

Alpine has a new one-
stop gardening and plant 
store, and unique gift 
shop wrapped in one.  
Owned by the Killing-
sworth family, El Pa-
palote welcomed cus-
tomers on June 11, and 
has taken off  since then . 

Located on 2000 
West Highway 90, El 
Papalote boasts a wide 
assortment of boutique 
and specialty items, 
including many goods 
made from around the 
Tri-County. Whether  it 
is apparel, colorful out-
door décor and yard art, 
plants and succulents, 
or custom-made items, 
there is something for 
everyone.

“The name El Pa-
palote is a Spanish word 
for windmill ,” said 
Kathy Killingsworth, 
who co-owns the gift 
shop with son Lee and 
daughter-in-law Alei-
sha. “That’s why we 
have a windmill. Our 
family has been in the 
water well business 
since 1984 for Arrow-
head Drilling and Well 
service.” Kathy has 
lived in the Big Bend 
for  nearly 40 years, and 
Aleisha, a native of New 
Braunfels, has resided 
in Alpine for the past 
15 years, where she and 
Lee’s children attend 
Alpine ISD schools. 

Walking into the 
beautifully decorated 
store, there are several 

Texas owned and made 
products. Some of the 
food items include Chi-
huahuan Desert honey 
from Fort Davis, sweet 
peach preserves from 
Alpine, goat milk prod-
ucts from the Texas Hill 
Country, and muscle 
soaks and bath/sea salts 
from a Dallas company. 
Many of the items serve 
the wider good, as be-
nevolence takes a spe-
cial place at El Papalote. 

“We have a lot of 
Texas made items for 
a cause,” said Aleisha. 
“We support veterans, 
and to end human traf-
fi cking, and children’s 
hospitals.”  

One special barbecue 
and seasoning sauce 
was made by an East 

Texas veteran, with pro-
ceeds supporting veter-
ans around the state. 
There are also candles 
from Breckenridge that 
support a children’s 
hospital, along with 
items made in Freder-
icksburg, olive oil from 
the Hill Country, and 
beef and venison jerky. 
Behind the gift shop is 
a greenhouse with pot-
ted trees, cacti, and suc-
culents, most of them 
grown locally. 

Customers will all 
fi nd something unique 
to the area, while sup-
porting diff erent causes 
in a family friendly en-
vironment where every-
one will be treated to a 
warm Texas welcome. 

Kathy put it best 

with welcoming words 

to customers, saying, 

“Come see us!” 

El Papalote is open 

Wednesday from 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., and Thurs-

day-Saturday from 10 

a.m.-6 p.m.

Bewick’s Wren, a frequently spotted bird in West Texas.
Photo by Gail Diane Yovanovich

Construction on the Emmett and Miriam McCoy 
building is expected to be completed in early 2023.

Courtesy photo

Famous for being the 
biggest, longest, wildest 
birdwatching tournament 
in the country, this year’s 
Great Texas Birding 
Classic raised $45,000 
for projects to benefit 
birds and other wildlife. 
Celebrating its 26th year, 
the tournament has raised 
$1.1 million for on-the-
ground conservation 
work to acquire, restore, 
and enhance wildlife 
habitat.  

More than 1,000 Tex-
ans from across the state 
participated in the all-ages 
competition to watch and 
listen for as many species 
of birds as possible. 

Said Shelly Plante, 
Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department nature 
tourism manager, “Par-
ticipants spotted a record 
425 species of birds. The 
tournament gives people 
a fun way to spend time 
outside while raising 

money for a good cause.”   
Winning teams get to 

select which projects 
to fund. In West Texas 
$5,000 Intact Flock Toy-
ota Upper Texas Coast 
Big Day Conservation 
Grant selected by Free 
Falling Falcons went to 
BJ Bishop Wetlands in 
Presidio County: Creat-
ing Space for Birds and 
People, submitted by Big 
Bend Conservation Alli-
ance. 

Tournament raises big money for Texas birds

Museum commemorates milestone with beam signing 
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Aleisha, Lee, and Kathy Killingsworth stand out-
side El Papalote in Alpine.

Avalanche photo by Roxanne Hill

Nursery and gift shop takes off  for  worthy causes 
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“Cause I’m leaving on a jet 
plane, Don’t know when I’ll 
be back again.” - Lyrics by 
John Denver

Part of my love for old say-
ings came from listening to 
my grandfather when I was a 
kid. A favorite was his reply 
when asked for directions in-
volving any degree of compli-
cation. 

“You can’t get there from 
here,” he would shake his 
head and smile. “You’ll have 
to go back to where you came 
from and start over.”

Trying to learn the intrica-
cies of airline travel for a job 
some years later, I decided the 
airlines had proven grandpa 
wrong. Flyers of the friendly 
skies can get you anywhere 
you desire so long as you 
don’t get too excited about 
what direction you’re travel-
ing at any given time.

That job had me crisscross-
ing the country working trade 
shows promoting American 
ingenuity. Outdoing the inge-
nuity of the airlines in plotting 
their paths back then, how-
ever, was impossible. So, the 
old saying took on new mean-
ing the fi rst time I tried to get 
from East Texas to Atlanta.

Having said that, I distinctly 
remember Mrs. Page in el-
ementary school extolling the 
geographic fact that Georgia 
is one of the states due east 
of Texas. She even showed us 

maps.
So driv-

ing some-
what east 
to catch 
a plane at 
Sh reve -
port, La., 
w o u l d 
seem like 
a  head 

start in the right direction. Not 
according to the airlines, how-
ever.

“That’s correct,” I told the 
agent. “Shreveport to Atlan-
ta. What’s that? To Dallas? 
That’s the wrong direction.” 

My argument was to no 
avail. All connections east 
went to Dallas to fly back 
over Shreveport, heading in 
the right direction.   

“Do you have a better fare 
if I drive on down to Jack-
son, Miss., then fly back to 
Albuquerque and start over,” 
I asked with a twinge of hu-
morous sarcasm? 

Who would have ever 
guessed some airline agents 
might lack a sense of humor. 
At least the ones in charge of 
backtracking to reach Atlanta.

Deciding to make the best 
of the layover in Dallas, I 
called a friend living there. 

“Hey, man,” he asked. 
“What’ cha doing in Big D?” 
Telling him I was on my way 
to Atlanta, he asked, “So 
when did you leave Center?”

Early this morning, I let him 
know. 

“Drove to Shreveport to fl y 
to Dallas so I can turn around 
and go to Atlanta,” I moaned.

“Are you kidding me. At 
least they didn’t send you to 
Albuquerque,” he laughed out 
loud.

“Yeah, well, I tried that 
too.”

Getting from Atlanta back 
to Center produced its share 
of humor as well. Joining a 
colleague who had worked the 
Atlanta show with me for the 
return trip, we decided to grab 
lunch in a popular barbecue 
restaurant at the airport. As 
we fi nished eating, he placed 
a to-go order for some of their 
famous ribs. 

“Wrap them up good for 
me,” he told the waitress. “I’ll 
sneak them in my carry-on.”

“So how far you going,” she 
asked?

“About 650 miles.”
“Better make that 2,000,” I 

joked. “They might route us 
through Albuquerque.”

Taking our seats on the 
plane, my co-worker put his 
bag with the ribs in the over-
head compartment, and settled 
in for the trip.

Moments before takeoff, 
the third seat in our row was 
fi lled by another business type 
who hastily loosened his tie 
and stuff ed his jacket in the 
overhead compartment. The 

one with the ribs. 

As the flight leveled out, 

attendants made their way 

down the aisle with snacks. 

Looking at the protein bar 

the late-arriving passenger 

was handed, he frowned. “I 

thought I smelled barbecue 

coming. I’m disappointed.”

“Me too,” I said as I looked 

out the window, watching 

Shreveport from 30,000 feet 

as it passed below me.

Deplaning in Dallas, 

our fellow traveler walked 

through the terminal with us, 

pulling his roller bag, his jack-

et draped over his shoulder. 

“Funny, I can’t get that barbe-

cue aroma off  my mind.”

“I know,” I agreed. “The 

power of suggestion can be 

powerful.”

“You guys have much far-

ther to go,” he added?

“Shreveport via Albuquer-

que,” I quipped.

“Shreveport?” he asked. 

“That’s back the way we just 

came. And you still have to go 

through where?”

“Yeah, I know,” I said. “It 

all started last Wednesday 

when the airline agent said I 

couldn’t get there from where 

I was. Said I had to go back to 

Dallas and start over.

“I think she knew my 

grandpa.”
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 Opinions

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

20

IN LIGHT OF THE UVALDE

TRAGEDY AND SEVERAL

OTHER RECENT MASS SHOOTINGS, 

WHAT IS YOUR CURRENT  

STAND ON GUN CONTROL? 

RESULTS

The Second Amendment still stands-I

Have the right to bear arms. Period.

Automatic and semi-automatic weapons 
should definitely be banned, stricter laws 
and background checks are needed, and red 
flag laws should be universally in effect and 
enforced.

Complete gun control is the only solution-the 
government should confiscate all weapons 
from private ownership.

 Total votes: 238

53% (126 votes)

41% (98 votes)

6% (14 votes)

Now the Avalanche asks: 

Will today’s high motor fuel prices 

keep you from traveling this summer?

- Absolutely! With the outrageous 

price of gasoline and diesel fuel, I plan to 

stay close to home this summer.

- I will likely do a lot less traveling this 

summer, but I still plan to take a driving 

vacation.

- Not at all. It is what it is, and it won’t 

stop me from traveling.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to editor@alpin-
eavalanche.com by noon Monday for 
consideration.

STAFF

J.T. Maroney
Publisher

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

Gail D. Yovanovich
Managing Editor

editor@alpineavalanche.com

Shelley Maroney
Offi  ce Manager

bookkeeping@alpineavalanche.
com

Roxanne Hill
Staff  Reporter 

hill@alpineavalanche.com

Ethan Eibe
Sports Correspondent

432-837-3334

www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Facebook: Alpine Avalanche

ALPINE AVALANCHE (014 800) is pub-
lished every Thursday morning at 704 
East Holland Ave., Alpine, TX 79830. Pe-
riodical postage paid at Alpine, TX.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to Alpine Avalanche, P.O. Box 719, Al-
pine, TX 79831.

Subscription rates in Brewster, Jeff 
Davis and Presidio counties are $42 per 
year, $48 in-state and $52 elsewhere.

Any erroneous reflection upon the 
character, standing or reputation of 
any person, firm or corporation will 
be corrected when such occurs in this 
newspaper and is brought to the pub-
lisher’s attention.

See LETTERS • 13

There is something in the 
air. Maybe you have noticed 
it too. Alpine is on the verge 
of transformation. Residents, 
entrepreneurs, city workers, 
and elected offi  cials are focus-
ing on ideas, creativity, and the 
needs of all citizens. New syn-
ergistic partnerships are being 
formed between the city, the 
university, the school district, 
and the county. 

This is what binds us to-
gether as a community and is 
critical in Alpine becoming a 
strong town. We are the Eden 
of the West as one international 
journalist wrote in his article 
about his visit here. 

Many of our neighbors, 
friends, and family have em-
barked on a mission to improve 
the quality of life in Alpine. We 
are coming together to trans-
form into a 21st century city 
while maintaining our historic 
heritage and remembering our 
past. We know that cities can 
foster resiliency and prosperity 
in the lives of all when a com-
munity pulls together. 

O n e 
g r o u p 
working 
t o w a r d 
bringing 
durabil-
ity and 
profi tabil-
ity to the 
citizens of 
Alpine is 

a new nonprofi t organization, 
Alpine Community Projects. 
It is gaining traction in our 
community. ACP has a list of 
tasks they want to accomplish 
which will benefi t us collec-
tively. One of the fi rst projects 
they are tackling is the need 
for aff ordable childcare. Other 
projects on their list include 
adding more electric car charg-
ing stations, beautifi cation, and 
enhancing youth sports. 

Alpine is attracting more 
visitors than ever due to the 
dedication and hard work of 
Chris, Heather, and Lucy at the 
Visitor’s Center. As mentioned 
previously, we are now on the 
international scene with people 

from other countries coming to 
visit our town. 

Leaders from Sul Ross State 
University, Alpine ISD, and 
the city have met, and are con-
tinuing to meet to discuss how 
they can work together for 
the benefi t of the entire com-
munity through education. 
Sul Ross, under the leadership 
of Dr. Carlos Hernandez and 
Dr. Robert Munoz, is actively 
working to bring continuing 
education and certifi cation pro-
grams to SRSU for the benefi t 
of Alpine residents. The Small 
Business Development Center 
of Sul Ross off ers many free 
trainings to help entrepreneurs. 

More and more residents are 
attending city council meetings 
and voicing their thoughts, 
ideas, concerns and opinions. 
Alpine belongs to all of us, 
and we each have a responsi-
bility to make sure our voice is 
heard. The budget workshop 
on July 7 had a larger turnout 
than any prior workshop. 

We are beginning to work 
together as a town in a fashion 

that we have not seen in a long 
time. The Meet the Mayor 
events are having larger and 
larger turnouts with each suc-
cessive meeting. During many 
of these meetings we’ve had 
brainstorming sessions on how 
we may handle issues. 

Together, we focused on the 
drought that we are currently 
under (it is going to take a lot 
more rain to pull us out of it), 
and our aging infrastructure 
and how we can conserve wa-
ter. Instead of complaining, 
we have worked together and 
come up with minor changes 
in our daily lives which help to 
save water. 

With all of us doing these lit-
tle things, the results are mag-
nifi ed. Remember, if you see a 
water leak in the city, call 432-
837-3301 to report it. Chances 
are that no one knows about it. 

I am proud of who we are 
and I am excited to see what 
we can do when we work to-
gether to make Alpine a strong 
town. Teamwork - that is what 
is in the air. 

Teamwork is in the air

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

Joseph Biden
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

202-456-1111

Tony Gonzales
United States House 
of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515
202-225-4511

John Cornyn
United States Senate

517 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-4305

202-224-2934

Ted Cruz
United States Senate

185 Dirksen Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-4306

202-224-5922

LEON ALDRIDGE
Guest Columnist

You really can get there from here

CATHERINE EAVES

Mayor, City of Alpine

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.eavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com


 

What’s your 
preferred drink 
to cool off  in the 

summer?

Heard 
on the

STREET

Ryan Roberts, 
Terlingua: Silver 

tequila or Sotol, with 
Topo Chico and 

lime. It is extremely 
refreshing and has 
a long rich history 

throughout this 
region.

Chantella 
Brimhall, Marfa:

A fresh homemade 
watermelon Fresca. 
Like from Bee’s here 
in Marfa. Because 
with the perfect 

watermelon it has 
the best balance of 
sweetness with the 

super cold ice water. 
Super refreshing.

Danny Williams, 
Alpine: An iced 
cold beer or two 

because it quenches 
my thirst and really 

hits the spot. 

Kaci Kothmann, 
Terlingua:

Lemonade! It’s light 
and refreshing. 

When paired with 
ginger snaps it 
reminds me of 

home.

Rob Carpenter, 
Terlingua: Cold 

water, with a twist 
or two of lemon. 
Summers in Big 

Bend are no joke. 
I sure love a beer, 
but I tend to grab 
a water instead. 

Not sure why — it’s 
just so good going 

down. My thoughts 
are always, “I sure 
love water, thank 
God for water.” I 

sure love to swim in 
it, canoe on it, and 
drink it on a hot 

summer day. 
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Alpine Humane So-
ciety Pet of the Week is 
Flower, a two-year-old 
black kitty with a me-
dium length coat. She is 
a calm and gentle couch 
potato.

There are many myths 
and fun facts about black 
cats. In Ancient Egypt, 
all cats, including black 
cats, were considered 
sacred and worshipped. 
Every house and tem-
ple had at least one cat, 
which was seen as a way 
to bring luck into your 
family.

In Scottish culture hav-
ing a black cat at home 
is considered good luck. 
Old sailors, for example, 
believed that having a cat 
on board their ship was a 
sign of good fortune. 

In Victorian England, 
many believed that if a 
newly married couple 
crossed paths with a 
black cat, this would 
bring prosperity to their 
marriage.

Despite superstitions, 
black cats are one of the 
most affectionate and 
playful cats. Black cats 

also tend to have a very 
close relationship with 
their owners, and are 
very grateful for love 
when it is received. 

Alpine Animal Servic-
es handles pet adoptions 
at the city shelter, 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. and 2-6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
at 2900 East Old Mara-
thon Highway. 

The Alpine Humane 
Society Thrift Store and 
Cattery is at 706 North 
Fifth Street in Alpine, 
open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday through Sat-
urday. For information 
about shelter pet adop-
tions, cremation services, 
or lost/found pets, call 
the shelter at 432-837-
9030. To view adoptable 
pets, visit www.alpin-
ehumanesociety.org.

PET OF THE WEEK

Send your community events to 
editor@alpineavalanche.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

JULY 21
Alpine Ambassadors Meeting,

6-7:30 p.m., at the BBT confer-
ence room. Sponsored by BBT.

JULY 30
Viva Veterans of the Big 

Bend, 7-11 p.m., sponsored by 
the Legion Riders at American 
Legion Post 79, 306 W. Sul Ross 
Ave. in Alpine. Free music and 
dancing, open to the public. 
Proceeds from concession sales 
will benefi t area student schol-
arships. 

  

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 
E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules avail-
able on front door. For more in-

formation, call 915-562-4081 or 

aa-intergroup.org.

Alpine Lions Club meeting,

noon Tuesdays at the BBT confer-

ence room, 5th St. and Brown St.
American Legion Post 79 

meeting, 6:30 p.m., second Mon-

day each month, Legion Hall, 306 

W. Sul Ross Ave. Dinner provided. 
American Legion Auxiliary 

meeting, 4 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. 
Sul Ross Ave.

Big Bend Community Chorale 

rehearsals, on Monday evenings 
at 6 p.m. in the First United 
Methodist Church sanctuary in 
Alpine. All are welcome, but fi rst 
contact Andrew Alegria at An-
drew.alegria@sulross.edu, call 
432-837-8216, or visit bbccho-
rale.wixsite.com/bbcc. 

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine 
Public Library by appointment 
only, 805 W. Ave. E. 432-837-
2621 

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-
837-2621 to make an appoint-
ment.

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-
837-2621 to make an appoint-
ment.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, noon, 
Wednesdays at the Sul Ross Uni-

versity Center, room 210.
Senior Coffee, 9:30 a.m.-

noon on Fridays at Alpine Public 
Library, 805 W. Ave E. 432-837-
2621.

Sons of the Legion, 6:30 p.m., 

fourth Monday each month, Le-
gion Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave.

Voter registration assistance,

Tuesdays-Thursdays, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Alpine Public Library, 805 
W. Ave E. 432-837-2621.

The Texas Department 
of Housing and Com-
munity Affairs recently 
launched Texas Utility 
Help to help eligible low-
income Texas homeown-
ers and renters pay their 
utility bills. The state-
wide program works to 
distribute funding from 
the federal Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance 
Program and federal Low 
Income Household Water 
Assistance Program.

Texas homeowners 
and renters may submit 
an application for help if 
their household income 
is at or below 150% of 
Federal Poverty Income 
Guidelines, and they 
meet other eligibility 
criteria. The maximum 
household income de-
pends on the number 
of people living in the 

household. Full eligibil-
ity criteria are available 
at TexasUtilityHelp.com.

The new program uses 
a streamlined online ap-
plication process, so any 
eligible Texas household 
can apply for both energy 
and water bill assistance 
in a single form.

Qualified applicants 
can receive assistance 
for their total past due 
amounts for electricity, 
natural gas, and propane, 
plus up to $2,400 in pro-
spective payments. For 
water and wastewater 
assistance, qualifi ed ap-
plicants can pay off  their 
total past due payments 
and up to $600 in pro-
spective payments. All 
payments are issued di-
rectly to the utility com-
pany on behalf of the ap-
plicant.

Program staff are en-

couraging applicants to 

apply as soon as possible 

while these funds are still 

available.

For more information 

and questions, call Mon-

day through Friday from 

8 a.m.-6 p.m., and toll 

free at 855-566-2057. 

Help is available in mul-

tiple languages.

Help available to pay utility 

bills for low-income Texans

Hanging out with First Baptist

Kids and guest volunteers from First Baptist Church of Midland had a blast 
as they wrapped up a week long summer day camp on July 8 at Kokernot 
Park, hosted by First Baptist Church of Alpine. The youngsters enjoyed a 
fun fi lled day with bible stories, games, snow cones, and more. The summer 
day camp for kindergarten through fi fth grade was held July 5-8 at the park.

Avalanche photo by Roxanne Hill

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

TO DISCUSS ALPINE ISD’S

EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA)

2022-2023 GRANT APPLICATION

Alpine ISD will hold a public meeting at 
5:30 P.M. on Wednesday July 20, 2022, 

in the Alpine ISD Administration Building,
Board Room,

located at 704 W. Sul Ross Avenue,
Alpine, Texas.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss 
Alpine ISD’s 

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
2022-2023 Grant Applicant

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE CITY OF ALPINE THAT 
A CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD AT 5:30 
P.M. ON AUGUST 2, 2022 REGARDING:

ORDINANCE 2022-07-01: AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING 
LOTS TWO THROUGH TWELVE, BLOCK ONE, ALLEN 
ADDITION, BREWSTER COUNTY, TEXAS. 

THE CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2022 AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS LOCATED AT 803 WEST HOLLAND AVENUE 
TO HEAR CITIZEN VIEWS AND COMMENTS CONCERNING 
THE PROPOSED ANNEXATION. QUESTIONS MAY BE 
DIRECTED TO (432) 837-3301, OPTION 1. 

PROTECTING YOUR LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT!

YOU HAVE THE POWER OF CHOICE IN 

CHOOSING YOUR OWN TITLE COMPANY.
Now serving Brewster, Jeff Davis and Presidio Counties

Alpine Offi ce:
608  E. Holland Ave.

Alpine, TX 79830 
(432) 837-9172

jdca@sbcglobal.net

Fort Davis Offi ce:
309 State St. - Hwy. 17 S

P.O. Box 813 
Fort Davis, TX 79734

(432) 426-3288

Marfa Offi ce:
212 Highland Ave.
Marfa, TX 79843
 (432) 729-4299

Trailer Sales, 
Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 
& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio • Marfa
432.729.4306 • 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

Dr. Hulon Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Joshua Pass - Optometrist
Dr. Brian Cherry - Optometrist

605 N. Main P.O. Box 1568
Ft. Stockton, TX 79735

432-336-3662 • 432-336-6711 
Mon - Fri 8:30 am-5:30 pm  

West Texas EyeCareWest Texas EyeCare

www.texasutilityhelp.com
www.aa-intergroup.org
www.rale.wixsite.com/bbcc
www.ehumanesociety.org
www.marfainsurance.com
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com


 

DARK SKIES • FROM 1

COUNTY • FROM 1
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On July 7 Big Bend 
National Park’s surplus 
wildland fi re engine 864 
was transferred to the 
Marathon Fire Depart-
ment. Engine 864 is a 
2011 Ford F-550 classi-
fi ed as a Type 6 Wildland 
Fire Engine, designed for 
use in rural settings, and 
used in initial attack on 
wildfi res.

The Marathon Fire 
Department provides 
coverage for wildland 
and structural fires in 
Marathon and the sur-
rounding area, including 
the park. The National 
Park Service appreciates 
the continued emergency 
mutual aid assistance the 
Marathon Fire Depart-
ment off ers through the 
Brewster County Gen-
eral Agreement, which 
allows park and Brew-
ster County emergency 
responders to assist each 
another in times of emer-
gency, including initial 

attack on wildland fi res.
Brewster County Com-
missioner Ruben Ortega, 
who shepherded the up-
dated general agreement 
through the county Com-
missioners Court, accept-
ed the engine on behalf 
of the county. 

“I am truly grateful for 

our neighbors and can’t 
say enough about the 
gift. Thanks to the NPS 
for making it happen,” 
said Ortega.

The keys to the engine 
were handed off  to Mara-
thon Fire Chief Brad 
Wilson, who said, “We 
are grateful for this do-

nation, as this engine will 
go a long way in our ef-
forts to protect our com-
munity.”

Engine 864 is in good 
working condition, and 
will continue to en-
able firefighting efforts 
throughout the Big Bend 
for years to come.

Marathon receives fi re engine

The staff  from Big Bend National Park and the Marathon Fire Department 
meet for the engine transfer. 

Courtesy photo

SAFE TRAVELS START HERE SAFE TRAVELS START HERE 
See us for all of your vehicle maintenance and repair needs 

FREE Tire & Brake Inspections
Call or visit us online to book your fast, free inspection service.

We also do:

� Exhaust Service � Brakes � Shocks � Struts � Lube � Front End Alignments � Welding � & more!

Alpine
432-837-5030

& more!

Sponsored by:

PROUD MEMBER OF THE FARM CREDIT SYSTEM

NMLS493828
capitalfarmcredit.com

  432.837.5948  | 108 West Avenue E | ALPINE

ROSWELL LIVESTOCK AUCTION SALES, INC.ROSWELL LIVESTOCK AUCTION SALES, INC.

SALE DATE: MONDAY, JULY 11, 2022
872 head of cattle sold on an uneven market, with excellent 
buyer attendance. This is the top of the market and prices 

range down from this according to quality, quantity, condi-

COMPARED TO LAST WEEK:  
Stocker Calves:Steady

Feeder Cattle: $2.00 to $4.00 higher
Packer Cows and Bulls:$1.00 to $3.00 lower 

300# - 400# Steers ...........................    205.00 to 214.00

300# - 400# Heifers ............................ 171.00 to 174.00

400# - 500# Steers .............................. 189.00 to 205.00

400# - 500# Heifers ............................ 171.00 to 173.00

500# - 600# Steers .............................. 179.00 to 189.00

500# - 600# Heifers ............................ 164.00 to 173.00

600# - 700# Steers .............................. 155.00 to 179.00

600# - 700# Heifers ............................ 138.00 to 164.00

700# - 800# Steers .............................. 135.00 to 155.00

700# - 800# Heifers ............................ 130.00 to 138.00

 .......................................... 83.00 to   90.50

 .......................... 75.00 to   80.00 

Packer Bulls .......................................... 90.00 to 101.50

Feeder Bulls .......................................... 70.00 to   80.00

 ............ 1100.00 to 1400.00

 .................... 1000.00 to 1235.00

CLEAN UP • FROM 1

below 5% is statistically 
the same as zero, making 
the night skies of 2003 as 
dark as they get.

The view from So-
tol Vista receives light 
coming from the Ter-
lingua and Study Butte 
areas. This raised con-
cerns when the most 
recent measurements 
showed an ALR of 0.11, 
or 11%, brighter than a 

perfectly dark night sky, 
and nearly four times 
greater than its 2003 
measurements.

“The gentle haze is sky 
glow that was not detect-
able in 2003,” Hummel 
said. 

Light accumulation 
causes skyglow to ex-
tend vertically higher, 
so the more unshielded 
lights there are in an 

area, the greater the ef-
fect will be. Considerate 
night lighting is espe-
cially important in the 
Big Bend. 

“Sightlines are endless 
here. Once a light leaves 
a light bulb, it just keeps 
going and going. There’s 
nothing to block it,” 
Hummel said.

Light shields and am-
ber-toned, low intensity 

lights can help turn the 
tide.

Even so, Big Bend Na-
tional Park remains the 
darkest national park in 
the Lower 48, Hummel 
noted.

Find tips to combat 
light pollution and learn 
about the International 
Dark Sky Reserve at Big-
BendDarkSkyReserve.
org.

There are many bene-
fi ts to cleaning up, while 
having Alpine citizens 
take pride in the place 
they call home. Just ask 
Alpine’s Environmen-
tal Services Coordinator 
Adelina Beall, the city’s 
cleanup and recycling 
guru who makes an ac-
tive presence at cleanups 
and  events held through-
out the year. 

Beall, a former Lub-
bock resident with a 
solid waste background, 
has been an integral part 

of the city’s cleanup ef-
forts since 2018, includ-
ing Earth Day, or in con-
junction with Keep Texas 
Beautiful or trash off s in 
partnership with Texas 
Department of Trans-
portation. Cub Scouts, 
teens needing communi-
ty service hours, church 
groups, and sports teams 
are among the volunteers 
who show up to help. 

“We are trying to clean 
up all the entrances to Al-
pine, that way we can be 
consistent every year,” 
said Beall. 

The city participates 
in two main events 
each year - the Great 
American Cleanup in 
late spring to early sum-
mer, and Fall Sweep in 
November. This year 
McDonald’s rewarded 
volunteers with meal 
coupons, and TxDOT 
distributes freebies like 

water bottles, native 
seeds, and more. Keep 
Texas Beautiful provides 
cleaning supplies such as 
gloves, bug spray, sun-
block, and fi rst aid kits. 

Beall recommended 
that volunteers come 
dressed properly in jeans, 
a hat, and a long-sleeved 
shirt. The city sup-
plies garden and leather 
gloves, sanitizer, and a 
visibility vest for work-
ing on streets and high-
ways. 

Monthly cleanups 
are usually held from 9 
a.m.-noon on a Saturday 
morning, but flexibility 
is key.

“I try to do a window 
from 9-9:30 a.m. so 
we can get everybody 
signed up and suited up,” 
said Beall. “They don’t 
have to volunteer all four 
hours.” 

The city’s next clean-

up event will be held on 
Saturday, July 16, across 
from McDonald’s at the 
area along the Cactus 
Garden where Highway 
90 splits. 

“That is something that 
the city staff  has to main-
tain all the time, so this 
is helping them every so 
often, and relieves their 
burden a little bit,” Beall 
pointed out. 

She enjoys the ca-
maraderie of meeting 
people at the cleanups, 
and working with a di-
verse group from varied 
backgrounds, and looks 
forward to meeting more 
during upcoming events. 

Said Beall, “You will 
get a sense of pride for 
your community, but you 
can also come and bring 
your friends.  I feel  it is 
something people would 
be proud of, doing this 
for their community.”

high level of threat right 
now, so we want to make 
sure we are ready for ev-
erything.” 

Judge Eleazar Cano, 
however, was more con-
cerned with the ongo-
ing threat of a h azmat 

hazard posed from the 
train into Alpine, which 
he stated was a “defi nite 
constant presence haz-
ard” due to unknown 
material  carried by 
freight trains in tanks . 
Pierce said the fi re de-

partment was continu-
ing to upgrade its equip-
ment to better serve the 
citizens, and said public 
tours were always wel-
comed. 

Finally, Emergency 
Management Coordina-

tor Stephanie Elmore 
said the county-wide 
burn ban due to drought 
conditions was still on, 
and warned county resi-
dents that they needed to 
contact her offi  ce to per-
form a prescribed burn. 

“If you need to burn, 
you need to call in,” 
said Elmore. “There 
were some people who 
were burning, and so we 
needed to go out there 
and send a sheriff ’s dep-
uty because they are not 

notifying us.” 
The next regularly 

scheduled commission-
er’s court meeting is set 
for Tuesday, July 26, at 
9:30 a.m. in the com-
missioner’s courtroom 
and via Facebook Live. 

Asa Aufdengarten, 3, of Alpine enjoys a bicycle 
safety lesson and learning the rules of the road 
from Police Chief Darrell Losoya at the Police 
Department’s bicycle rodeo held July 8 at the 
Kokernot Park softball fi eld parking lot. Texas 
Department of State Health Services was also 
on hand to inspect and provide child car seats 
for residents, and provided free bicycle helmets 
to participants. 

Courtesy photo

Giddy up for safety

www.capitalfarmcredit.com
www.bit.ly/sulross-theatre
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  seat of McLennan

      County 

  5  Texas moonwalker,

      Bean

  6  both Texas Christian

      & Notre ____ claim

      the 1938 national

      championship

  7  “Hook ‘__ Horns!”

  8  gun rights grp.

  9  TXism: “fi rst ______

      out of the box”

15  Tex Ritter sang the

      theme song for 1952 

      western “High ____”

16  TXism: “you’re buy-

      ing oats for a ____

      _____” (waste)

19  TXism: “lower than

      _  ______ belly”

21  Waxahachie’s county

22  most outlandish fi sh-

      ing story? (2 wds.)

27  popular seasoning

28  abuse sexually

29  deadly

30  illegal pursuer of

      another person

32  this Agee blocked

      for Emmitt Smith

      in 1990 (init.)

33  TXism: “go to _____’

      ___” (Sunday)

36  Texans love black-

      ____ peas

37  a wager at Lone

      Star Park

38  Texas-based fi lm,

      “____  ___ Comin’

      Back, Red Ryder?”

39  “__  ______ she

      wore fl annel PJs on

      her honeymoon”

  1  TXism: “tight___”

      (cheapskate)

  2  peach cobbler

      ___ mode

  3  Milam County seat

  4  TX Lucian Adams

      got Medal of Honor

      for ___-___  ______

      against Germans

  8  TXism: “plain as the

      ____ on your face”

  9  TXism: “________

      __  _  ___ in church”

10  Quanah High class

41  cell service provider

42  least serious crime:

      ____  _ misdemeanor

45  “get ___ of it”

46  TXism: “got ___ many

      irons in the fi re”

47  Vega High class (2 wds.)

48  TXism: “that’s a horse

      __  _ different color”

49  TX James Baker was

      Reagan’s and George

      H.W.’s Chief __  _____

52  TXism:

      “there’s more

      of them than

      _____ in Texas”

53  Texas Traveling

      Wilbury, Roy (init.)

54  between E.III and

      E.V?

55  president born in 

      Denison, TX (init.)

11  six points on Fri.

      night

12  check phrase: “pay

      to ___  _____  __”

13  sprawl or lie lazily

14  honorary Texas

      Ranger: ____

      Stanley Gardner

15  TXism: “he couldn’t

      drive a ____  ____

      a snow bank”

16  Seur __  __ Salle, an

      explorer in Texas

17  Jenna Bush Hager to

      Barbara Bush Coyne

18  real ______

20  a Houston suburb

22  famous UT and NFL

      QB, Layne (init.)

23  this Myers

      designed the

      Texas Capitol (init.)

24  meat & veggie dish

25  TXism: “he’s a little

      shy in ___  ___

      size” (slow witted)

26  TXism: “he’ll be ___

      __ his own funeral”

28  archaic “reward”

31  Yoakum FM before

      it was KYKM

34  Yankee city (abbr.)

35  this Holliday spent

      time in Texas

37  southern Austin

      suburb on I-35

40  fi t of pique

43  unauthorized

      absence for a 

      soldier (abbr.)

44  Mavs fans were __

      _____ up for 2022

      playoffs

50  treasure _____

51  TXism: “drunk __

      _ skunk”
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Photos from Alpine Avalanche archives at Archives of the Big Bend, Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library, Sul Ross State University.
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Alpine Avalanche

Dear Neil: I bought 
this pecan tree from a 
tree farm in January. 
It was dug with a ma-
chine, then the root ball 
was wrapped in burlap 
and secured in a wire 
cage. I planted it within 
three days. Is it just in 
shock? Can it be saved?

Pecans are notoriously 
diffi  cult to transplant. The 
larger the tree, the harder 
it gets. Yes, your tree is 
struggling with trans-
plant shock. You’ve done 
a good job of staking it, 
but it should have been 
thinned and pruned back 
by 50% to compensate 
for the massive number 
of roots left behind when 
it was dug. It’s probably 
too late to gain much 
by doing so now. It also 
would have helped if you 
had applied a liquid root 
stimulator monthly for the 
fi rst couple of years. Go 
ahead and start that pro-

cess now. Be careful that 
the wires don’t girdle into 
the trunk. It looks like that 
could already be starting 
to happen. 

Dear Neil: I planted 
a Mexican sycamore in 
my backyard in 2019. It 
is not growing as quick-
ly as one in my front 
yard. I water it once or 
twice weekly with a bag 
around its trunk, but so 
many of its leaves are 
turning yellow and fall-

ing off . Am I watering it 

too much?

Exactly the opposite. 
Your tree’s roots extend 
out fi ve or eight feet in 
all directions. The im-
portant smaller roots that 
do all the work of taking 
in water and nutrients 
are out at, and beyond, 
the drip line. Your tree 
is begging for water. 
Those bags around tree 
trunks are not good ways 

to water trees, especially 
after the trees have been 
planted for a few months. 
Run the hose slowly, and 
let the water soak deeply 
into the ground in sever-
al locations. If you start 
watering more deeply 
and farther out from the 
trunk you will see new 
leaves being produced to 
replace these old leaves 
that will soon drop.

Dear Neil: Do bags of 
fertilizer lose their po-
tency if not used in the 
same season in which 
they were purchased? 
What about if they are 
clumpy when you open 
the bags? I have never 
seen a use-by date on 
bags I have bought.

If granular fertiliz-
ers are kept dry, they 
should not lose any of 
their nutritional proper-
ties. An exception might 
be encapsulated timed  
release foods. Manufac-

turers have told me that 
the coatings may release 
their nutrients more rap-
idly when those products 
are used in hot Texas 
conditions. My bigger 
concern would be with 
clumpy. That would sug-
gest that a conventional 
granular fertilizer might 
have taken on moisture. 
That is a problem. It can 

make it quite diffi  cult to 
get uniform distribution 
of the fertilizer through 
a spreader. I would pass 
judgment on such a prod-
uct bag by bag.

Have a question you’d 
like Neil to consider? 
Email him at mailbag@
sperrygardens.com. Neil 
regrets that he cannot reply 
to questions individually.

Pecan trees diffi  cult to transplant

July 11, 1996
Congressman Henry 
Bonilla met with a 
group of area sup-
porters at the Brew-
ster County gazebo 
on July 1. Among this 
attending were Jack 
McNamara, county 
Republican Chairman 
Robert Posey, Norma 
Kiser, and Jack Espy 
of Fort Davis.

July 11, 1996
A grand opening and ribbon cutting 
at the Big Bend Thrift Store at Av-
enue A and Fifth Street were held 
July 2. Present were Alpine Ambas-
sadors and guests, including James 
Mancill, Fay Yarbro, J.B. Tabor, 
David Jimenez, Art Merrihew, pro-
prietors Kaaren and Bob Florstedt, 
Philip McCraw, Jerry Johnson, Joy 
Parsons, Fran Witt, Joy Gill, and 
Dale Cozart. In the back are Mickey 
Havens, Vic Morgan, and Tom Law-
son, hospital administrator. Proceeds 
will go to buy needed equipment at 
Big Bend Regional Medical Center.

July 11, 1996
Photo 1 - Mara-
thon residents 
entered this fl oat 
in the July 4th 
parade in Alpine 
last Thursday. It 
reads “Olympics 
Came from Mar-
athon, Greece” 
and “Friendship 
Remains in Mar-
athon, Texas.” 
The fl oat won a 
third place award 
in the parade.

July 25, 1996
Area elected offi  cials were recently honored by the Grand Lodge of Texas at the Alpine Lodge. 
Attending were Brewster County Judge Val Beard, Jeff  Davis County Judge Peggy Robert-
son, Jeff  Davis County Commissioner Billy Cotten, Alpine Councilman Delbert Dyke, Presidio 
County Sheriff  Aberlardo Gonzalez, Deputy Grand Master of Masons in Texas Joseph Regian, 
Alpine Councilman Hank Hardwick, Marfa Mayor Fritz Kahl, Presidio County Commissioner 
Felipe Cordero, Brewster County Commissioner J.S. “Red” Pattillo, and Alpine Mayor Bill Sohl.

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

Pecan dug last January.

www.sperrygardens.com
www.morrisonhardware.com


 

Eight players go

to All-Star Game

Sweet, sweet victory. That 
has been the anthem of the 
Alpine o6 Cowboys of late, 
and for good reason. As 
of July 9, the team is on a 
seven-game winning streak, 
and remains just three games 
back of the Garden City 
Wind for fi rst place in the 
Mountain Division. 

After splitting a four-game 
series in Roswell, N.M., the 
previous week, the Cowboys 
hosted the Invaders and Wei-
mar Hormigas at Kokernot 
Field for six games, and won 
them all.

The terrifi c run began on 
July 4 with an 18-3 thrash-
ing of the Invaders. Cow-
boys outfi elder Mark Tray-
lor brought the fireworks, 
recording six hits in six at-
bats, including his fourth 
home run of the season. 
Outfi elder Andrew Capone 
and catcher Colin Johnson 
earned three RBI each. 

The next three games be-
tween the two were much 
closer aff airs. Tuesday saw 
the Cowboys walk-off for 
the win for the third time this 
summer. In extra innings, 
Capone lifted a fl y ball to 
right fi eld off  of Roswell’s 
Jonathan Fleckenstein. Right 
fi elder Jonathan Bigley made 
the catch, but Johnson tagged 
up and scored from third base 
to win the game on the sacri-
fi ce fl y 7-6.

The Cowboys and Invad-
ers played a doubleheader on 
July 6, making up a rainout 
in Roswell on June 26. Out-
fi elder/fi rst baseman Bryce 
Donovan, who will soon be 
leaving the Cowboys for the 
MLB Draft League, provided 
the long ball in an 8-4 game 
one victory. 

Game two went down to 
the wire, and again needed a 
Cardiac Cowboys Comeback 
to turn the tide. Down 5-2 
in extra innings, fi rst base-
man Buzz Shirley’s base hit 
brought home a pair of run-
ners. With Johnson the ty-
ing run on fi rst and two out 
following a fi elder’s choice, 
Traylor again came up clutch, 
pummeling a game-tying 
double to the left-center fi eld 
gap. The Cowboys ended the 

Invaders night two batters 
later, when second baseman 
Josh Laurie ripped a single to 
right, scoring Traylor for the 
6-5 win.

The eventful series against 
Roswell concluded with a 
neutral site game in nearby 
Pecos at Cyclone Ballparks’ 
all-turf facility on July 7. Both 
teams made the trip, and put 
on a show for local members 
of the community who came 
out to watch. 

Once again, the Cow-
boys won the game with a 
ninth-inning, last-gasp rally. 
Alpine put three runs on the 
board in the fi nal frame to 
take a 9-8 lead. Reliever Mi-
chael Castillo shut the door, 
and earned the save in the 
bottom of the inning. 

Riding the high of five 
straight wins against their 
top Pecos League rival, the 
Cowboys won both games 
over the Weimar Hormi-
gas. July 8 saw Alpine’s 
regular third baseman James 
Prockish get the start on the 
mound. Prockish blew away 
all expectations by throwing 
a complete game, one-run 
shutout over Weimar on 101 
pitches. He struck out seven 
batters, and induced soft con-
tact from Weimar all game 
long in a 9-1 victory. Laurie 
hit his second home run of 
the season to extend the lead 
to 5-1 in the second inning. 

The Saturday fi nale gave 
fans a look into what happens 
when you put one of the best 
teams in the Pecos League 
against the worst. The Alpine 
faithful were treated to a 25-4 
slaying led by moonshots 
from Donovan, Shirley, and 
Matteo Avallone. 

The Cowboys wrapped up 
the week by sending eight 
players and their manager 
Sean Persky to the annual 
Pecos League Mountain Di-
vision All-Star Game held at 
Clint Lightner Field in Gar-
den City, Kan. In addition to 
Donovan, Shirley, Traylor, 
Castillo, Prockish and Ca-
pone, the Cowboys were rep-
resented by infi elders Manny 
Garcia and Sam Dreistadt. 

Donovan competed in the 
pregame home run derby 
contest, while Persky, who 
managed the Mountain South 
All-Stars, put himself in to 
pitch the fi rst three innings, 
mostly out of necessity as he 
did not have many arms avail-
able. Even then, the Mountain 

North All-Stars put up nine 
runs on Persky, and won the 
seven-inning contest 9-5. Ca-
pone made a few excellent de-
fensive plays in right fi eld and 
blasted a two-run home run. 

The Cowboys hosted the 
Santa Fe Fuego at Kokernot 
from July 11-13, then headed 
to Santa Fe to play two games 
at Fort Marcy Ballpark on Fri-
day and Saturday, July 15-16.

 Sports
402 W Holland Ave. | Alpine, TX 79830 | 432-837-0094

www.transpecosbanks.com

We’ve got 
you covered
with

Mobile Banking

Mobile Deposits

Convenient App
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2600 East US 90
Alpine

432-837-5792

2 5 %  O F F
A L L  B O O T S & S H O E S  J U L Y  1 4 - 2 0

B O O T S  &  S H O E S

S A L E

If you have leaks,

Call

Keller

Hardaway

(432) 290-5110

BIG BEND INDUSTRIAL COATINGS
Tank Restoration & Spray Foam Insulation

ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffins, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$15 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

116 N 5th in Alpine, TX
432-837-4028 | www.alpinewine.com 

Lots of food and drinks • Happy hour and live music

Thursday- Saturday 11:30 to 9

Sunday- 11:30 to 6

Brought to you by

ALEXIS RODRIGUEZALEXIS RODRIGUEZ

111 N. 2nd St � Alpine, TX 79830

(432) 837-5156

Alpine
Community
Credit Union

Alexis is a multi-sport athlete; she helped the 

bucks not only in volleyball but also as a short stop 

What activities were 
you involved in during 
your senior year? 

I did track and fi eld, 
powerlift ing, cross coun-
try, and color guard.

Who was your most 
influential teacher or 
coach through  high 
school? 

My most influential 
teacher was Mrs. Parson 
because she loved me all 
four year, and inspired 
me. I love you, Mrs. Par-
son!

What was your favor-
ite moment the last four 
years? 

My favorite moments 
were regionals my fresh-
man year, and when I 
spent every day with my 

best friend Lauren.
What are your plans 

aft er high school?

I plan to move to Se-
attle, and get a business 
degree then a cosmetol-
ogy license, and open my 
own hair salon.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Angelique Fox

Angelique Fox

Services Provided:
• Wire Transfers • Money Orders • Phone Cards • ATM

The Senior Spotlight is graciously sponsored by

We are very 
proud to 

support todays 
Youth!

Alpine Cowboys outfi elder Mark Traylor contin-
ued slamming the ball over the past week’s games.

Photo by Julie Myers

Cowboys sweep 
Invaders and Hormigas 

BY ETHAN EIBE
Sports Correspondent

Cowboys 

Schedule
July 15-16 Santa Fe 

Fuego @ Santa Fe, 6 p.m.

July 20-24 Garden City 

Wind @ Garden City, 6:30 

p.m.

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

www.laposadamilagro.net
www.avalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.transpecosbanks.com
www.alpinewine.com


 

It’s Saturday night, and 
you’re still wracking your 
brain on what to make for 
the church social tomor-
row. It is also summer, 
so those hearty casse-
roles that are usually the 
mainstay of a potluck 
social just won’t do. You 
are thinking I want some-
thing light and refreshing, 
yet with a fl avor profi le 
strong enough to stand up 
to other dishes that may 
grace the table. 

Corn and avocado salad 
can be just the thing. It’s 
light, it’s bright, and it’s 
even healthy, coming in at 
a whopping one gram of 
fat per serving. How can 
you beat that?

This recipe is simple 

and quick. Prep is the 

only thing that takes any 

amount of time to whip 

up this delightful side 

dish. This recipe calls for 

cherry tomatoes. I am just 

not a fan. There is some-

thing about their taste that 
I just do not care for, so 
instead I would substi-
tute Roma tomatoes. In 
fact, I would use roasted 
Roma tomatoes as well as 
roasted corn. Yes, I would 
take that little extra step 
and time to elevate this 
simple dish. Not to take 
away from how delicious 
it already is, but there’s 
just something about that 
roasted vegetable flavor 

that just makes everything 
better. And let me tell 
you, roasted Roma toma-
toes are some of the best 
things on the planet! That 
time spent on the grill or 
in the oven brings out all 
those sweet fl avors hiding 
inside. It brings an alto-
gether different taste to 
corn as well, making it al-
most smoky fl avored with 
a little bit of char. Both 
the corn and the tomatoes 
need to cool after roasting.

The onions in this salad 
are fresh, but why not do 
a quick pickle on them to 
add another layer of fl a-
vor? Pickling sliced red 
onions is quite simple, 
and if you are going to 
take the time to roast your 
corn and tomatoes you 
may as well pickle your 
onions. 

For a quick onion pick-
le, you would use vinegar, 
salt, sugar, and water. Sub-
merge your onion slices in 
the dissolved mixture, and 
chill for about an hour. 
They can also be made up 
to two weeks in advance. 
If you watch any food tele-

vision, once the salt and 
sugar have been dissolved, 
they add in ice cubes and 
the onions, or set the sub-
merged onions in an ice 
bath where the bowl is set 
into a larger bowl full of 
ice. This way they are al-
ready chilled and ready to 
plate. Hopefully, you are 
not on a short time clock 
when whipping up this 
delight.

These are just ideas 
that I have for enhancing 
a recipe. They may not 
be something you would 

do, but then again, they 
might. There are no hard 
and fast rules here. We 
are cooking, not baking. 
Precision is not as neces-
sary when cooking as it 
is when baking, therefore 
it’s many times easier to 
switch things up in a reci-
pe such as this. Why make 
a dish merely good when 
you can make a great one 
instead? Experiment, try 
new things, and wow your 
friends and family in the 
best way possible, with 
delicious food.

Corn and avocado salad

Directions

In a large bowl combine tomatoes, corn, red 

onion, avocado, red peppers, cilantro, and garlic.

Drizzle olive oil and lime juice over vegeta-

bles. Season with sea salt and pepper to taste. 

Gently toss to combine.

Divide into fi ve even servings.

Ingredients

2 cups cherry 

tomatoes, halved

1-½ cups corn, 

cooked

1 cup red onion, 

thinly sliced

½ cup avocado, diced

2 cups red bell 

pepper, diced

1/8 cup cilantro, 

chopped

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 tablespoon freshly 

squeezed lime juice

1 clove garlic, minced

Sea salt and pepper
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Corn and avocado salad

900 E. Avenue E
Alpine Texas

SPICY OR CRISPY 

CHICKEN

 SANDWICH COMBO 90
A

COME BY TODAY FOR THE

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

The Borderlands Re-
search Institute, housed at 
Sul Ross State University, 
hosted students from the 
Autonomous University 
of Chihuahua, a Mexican 
public university located 
in Chihuahua City, Chi-
huahua, Mexico. Students 
from the Animal Science 
and Ecology programs at 
UACH learned about BRI 
research projects along with 
other regional conservation 
initiatives. 

So far, three groups of 
six students each have par-
ticipated, with one more 
group planned for this 
summer. The exchange 
was funded through a grant 
from 100,000 Strong in 
the Americas Innovation 
Fund and its partners, the 
U.S. Department of State, 
Fundación Banorte, and 
Fundación Gruma, as part 
of the public-private sector 
collaboration between the 
Bureau of Western Hemi-
sphere Aff airs at the U.S. 
Department of State and 
Partners of the Americas. 

The grant paid for meals, 
lodging, and student travel 
within the region. It also 
provided the students with 
some supplies, including 
backpacks and binoculars. 

The students stayed in 
Alpine for six nights, and 
visited all of the ecore-
gions represented in the 
Big Bend. In addition, they 
toured Sul Ross and the Al-
pine downtown district.

Although only sepa-
rated by about 240 miles 
and a four-hour drive, this 
marked the fi rst time the 
two departments have col-
laborated this way. 

Both schools are situated 
within the Chihuahuan 

BRI hosts 

international 

exchange

Sandy

Star

Sapphire

Shelly

Sea Witch

Aqua King Aqua Queen

   Historic Comanche Spring Pool presents-

Port Stockton written and directed by Kelli 

Burns and Angela Harral.  Over 200 volunteers 

transform the Comanche Springs pool to a 

beach oasis.  Synchronized swimming, dancing,

and stage performances will take place around

the historic pool.  Come and enjoy the 86th year

of Ft Stockton’s longest and largest community

event. July 14, 15, & 16 performances will start

at 8 pm . Tickets can be purchased at the pool 

or at Ft Stockton Chamber of Commerce.

Come in Come in 

and check and check 

out our out our 

daily Drink daily Drink 

Specials and Specials and 

Giveaways!Giveaways!

Live Live 

music this music this 

weekend!weekend!

18YR AND UP

 WELCOMED

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

1st MONTHRENT FREE

ESPRESSO...

Y POCO MAS

Located in Terlingua Ghostown next to 
La Posada Milagro Guesthouse
432-371-3044 
www.laposadamilagro.net
Open 8am - 2pm Mon. thru S.
Menu items (some  items change daily): 
Breakfast burritos, breakfast english 
muffins, eggs benedict, quiche, breakfast 
pastries, organic fair trade coffee, espresso, 
cappuccino /latte /mocha, fresh squeezed 
juices, smoothies, homemade soups, ham / 
turkey / chicken breast sandwiches, Reuben 
sandwiches, meatloaf sandwiches, curry 
chicken sandwiches, rotisserie chicken & 
picnic lunches, fruit pies,cobblers, brownies, 
tres leches cake.

COCINERO:  Beef • Chicken • Shrimp

STARTERS: Tortilla Soup Bowl • Jalapeno and Cilantro 
Soup • Bacon Wrapped Shrimp with Onion Jam and Pico 
de Gallo • Bacon Wrapped Asparagus • Tumbleweed 
Onion Rings with Spicy Serrano Ketchup • Alpine Black 
Bean & Chicken Nachos 

---------
CF Burger with Aged Cheddar Cheese on a Kaiser Roll • 
Fried Chile Relleno stuffed with Cream Cheese, Corn and 
Peppers • Carne Asada with Reata’s Cheese Enchiladas 
• Chicken Caesar Wrap with Hand Cut Fries • Tenderloin 
Tacos with Sundried Tomato Cream Sauce • Grilled 
Chicken Breast topped with Mango Chutney 

---------
SADDLE PACK COMBINATION:

 (Your choice of any two items) 

Cup of Tortilla Soup • Cup of Jalapeno and Cilantro Soup

Cup of Daily Soup • 1/2 Reata Club or Steak Sandwich

1/2 BLT Sandwich with Peppered Bacon

Restaurant Guide
$15 a week gets you a spot in our restaurant guide 

www.alpineavalanche.com

116 N 5th in Alpine, TX
432-837-4028 | www.alpinewine.com 

Lots of food and drinks • Happy hour and live music

Thursday- Saturday 11:30 to 9

Sunday- 11:30 to 6

Quick Pickled 

Red Onions

Directions

Whisk vinegar, sugar, and salt 

into the water until sugar and salt 

are dissolved.

Place onions in a jar, and pour 

pickling mixture over them. Let sit 

at room temperature for one hour.

Drain onions before using. You 

may also chill them.

Ingredients

1 cup water

½ cup apple cider vinegar

1 tablespoon sugar

1-½ teaspoons kosher salt

1 cup thinly sliced red onion

See BRI • 14

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.laposadamilagro.net
www.alpinewine.com
www.alpineretirementhomes.com
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Advertise
Here!

Call
432-837-3334

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:

300A S. US HWY 385
Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

office@fbcalpine.com

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Bible Study

9:45am

Worship

10:55am & 6pm

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

I can do all things 

through Christ 

which strengthen me. 

~ Philippians 4:13

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastors Mark & Shirley Williams • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
ANGLICAN CHURCH IN N. AMERICA

HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN

903 Fighting Buck Ave., 837-7170

www.holycrossalpine.org

Rev. Wyatt Boutwell

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720

Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD

South 11th & Avenue I

Pastor Saul Ordonez

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

HILLSIDE BAPTIST

East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH

Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00

Worship @ 11:00

(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Fr. Alfonso Coronado Sanchez

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694

Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591

10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.

Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST

North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275

Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN

15th & Holland, 837-5428

Pastor Mike Fickenscher

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Stephen White

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego

Services: 6pm  Saturday   

10am Sunday

bbsgary@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Rev. Bill Cotman 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

http://bigbenduu.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:

editor@alpineavalanche.com

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

Holy Cross
Anglican Church

Holy Communion Sunday 10:30am
Wed. Evening 6:00pm

Wed. Evening Bible Study 6:30pm

Pastor - Damien GroutPastor Wyatt Boutwell

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

ALPINE SMALL ANIMAL AND 
LARGE ANIMAL SERVICES

Mary Dodson, D.V.M. | Zach Dodson, D.V.M.

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

1200 Hwy 118 South � Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 � Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Closing at noon on Fridays

Full Service Automotive Repair

“And in your off spring shall all the nations of the 

earth be blessed.”

I have a dear friend and mentor, A.B. Lamido, 

an Archbishop in the Church of Nigeria (Anglican 

Communion). He is a convert from Islam who heard 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a Christian school in 

northern Nigeria as a boy. His aunt was the fi rst to 

convert to Christianity, and through her witness, he 

believed in Jesus Christ, and his life was changed. 

Through decades of faithful service, he serves 

the Lord as a senior leader in a denomination with 

over 22 million members. There are over 100 million 

Christians in Nigeria today, whereas there was only 

a handful two centuries ago. This growth is true not 

only in Nigeria but also in other parts of the globe 

as well. 

China has more than 100 million Christians, 

even as the Communist government oppresses the 

Church. In the Muslim world, where missionaries for 

centuries toiled with little fruit, there is new-found 

interest in the Gospel. According to the research or-

ganization Operation World, the fi rst and the second 

fastest-growing Christian bodies in the world are Iran 

and Afghanistan, respectively. The Church is grow-

ing because the Gospel of Jesus Christ is good news 

for all people.

I mention the story of A.B. Lamido, along with 

hundreds of millions of Christians worldwide, be-

cause it was God’s intention from the very begin-

ning to bring the message of salvation to all peoples. 

We read within moments of the Fall of Adam and 

Eve that God was making promises of a redeemer. 

Genesis 3:15 says, “And I will put enmity between 

you [the serpent] and the woman, and between your 

off spring and hers; he will crush your head and you 

will strike his heel.” (ESV) 

Generations later, Abraham, the father of the faith-

ful, received a promise from God. He said, “And in 

your off spring shall all the nations of the earth will 

be blessed.” (Genesis 22:18 ESV) Dozens of Old 

Testament prophecies point to Jesus of Nazareth as 

the Messiah.

Jesus is the true redeemer who crushed the head 

of the serpent. Jesus is the “off spring” of Abraham 

in whom all the nations are blessed. St. Paul says as 

much in Galatians 3:16. 

He writes, “Now the promises were made to 

Abraham and to his off spring.”

It does not refer to many, but to one. This long-

expected Jesus, the culmination of God’s promises 

for the world’s salvation, unites all who trust in Him. 

St. Paul says this, “For in Christ Jesus you are all 

sons of God through faith. For as many of you as 

were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There 

is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 

free, there is no male or female, for you are all one 

in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s then you are 

Abraham’s off spring, heirs according to promise.” 

(Galatians 3:26-29 ESV) 

For the Christian in Alpine, Nigeria, China, or 

any other part of this globe, the Gospel is truly good 

news in which all the nations of the world will be 

blessed.

BY THE REV. WYATT BOUTWELL
Holy Cross Anglican Church

Gospel is good news for all nations

OBITUARIES • FROM 2

Lucia V. Valenzuela 
At the age of 82, Lu-

cia Valenzuela passed 
away peacefully with 
her loved ones by her 
side on Dec. 2, 2021, 
two days before her 83rd 
birthday. 

Lucia, known to ev-
eryone as Lucy, was born 
Dec. 4, 1938, in Terlin-
gua, Texas, to Jorge and 
Jesusita Valenzuela. She 
graduated from Alpine 
High School, and soon 
after she was married 68 
years to the love of her 
life, Robert L. Valenzu-
ela.  

Lucy retired from First 
National Bank in Alpine, 
Texas, after working 
there for 25 years. Later 
in life, she moved to Gil-
bert, Ariz., to be closer to 
family.  

Lucy is survived by 
her husband, Robert 

Valenzuela, and their 
daughters Luana Ward, 
Lisa Rubio and spouse 
Samuel Rubio, and Lor-
raine Valenzuela. She 
is also survived by her 
eight grandchildren and 
their families. 

Lucy was a beauti-
ful person inside and 
out. You would always 
see her with a smile on 
her face, and she was 
friendly to everyone, 
whether she knew them 
or not. Lucy was de-

voted to her Catholic 
faith, always praying for 
loved ones and friends. 
She considered herself 
incredibly blessed by 
the frequent opportuni-
ties to surround herself 
with family, and getting 
to treasure the time she 
spent alongside her be-
loved husband.  

Lucy is, and always 
will be, missed and loved 
by family. She has taken 
a piece of her husband’s 
and daughters’ hearts 
with her.  

Family and friends are 
invited to attend her cel-
ebration of life. 

The Rosary will com-
mence on July 23, 2022, 
at 9:30 a.m. in Our 
Lady of Peace Catho-
lic Church, 406 South 
Sixth Street in Alpine, 
followed by the Catholic 
Mass at 10 a.m.

U.S. Rep. Tony Gonzales (R-23) visited Alpine on July 6. Among his stops 
was the new Alpine ISD high school where he toured the construction site. 
Here he talks with AISD superintendent Dr. Michelle Rinehart. 

Avalanche photo by Gail Diane Yovanovich

Touring the new high school

 Ca l l  us  at  432 .837 .3334

Subscribe to the Avalanche today!

or visit us online www.alpineavalanche.com

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.holycrossalpine.org
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.mission.org
http://bigbenduu.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.morrisonhardware.com
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410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

CONCRETEBAIL BONDS

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds
432-837-3293432-837-3293

24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

Most Major Brands of Tires
Complete Muffler & Tailpipe Repair • Brakes • Shocks

Struts • Front End Alignments
24 Hr. Emergency Service

2601 E. Hwy 90, Alpine • 432-837-5030

AUTO

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating

AUTO

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435 |  877.493.7862 | WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND

DYLAN MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 43232 883737 727772755

BODY SHOP

(432) 837-0094(432) 837-0094
102 W. Avenue E • Alpine, TX 79830

109 W. Hwy. 90 • Marathon, TX • (432) 386-4500

115 W. 3rd • Pecos, TX 79772 • (432) 445-9000

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave. Alpine Tx.
mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

432•837•5533          www.inoutrental.com

Equipment Rental

Delivery Available

604 W. Holland Ave., Alpine, Tx 79830

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

DENTAL

T O  A D V E R T I S E  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S  C A L L  4 3 2 - 8 3 7 - 3 3 3 4

O R  E M A I L  P U B L I S H E R @ A L P I N E AVA L A N C H E . C O M

RYAN KINKADE

432-386-3296

P.O. BOX 1934

ALPINE, TX 79831

432-837-7179

BIGBENDCONCRETE@GMAIL.COM

LIQUOR

Great selection
 of liquor including

 bourbon, gin, 
and agave spirits

OPEN

Wednesday-Saturday

next to Brick Vault BBQ
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.wtnb.com
www.library.org
www.inoutrental.com
www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com


 

REAL ESTATE HELP WANTED HELP WANTED FOR SALE: FOR SALE: FOR SALE:

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in person 
at 118 N. 5th 
St., Alpine, 
TX 79831 
from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - Th e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. Th e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at bookkeeping@alpine
avalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

604 n. 6TH St. 

East, Marathon.  

½ a city block in 

Marathon.  Call 

325-668-1390 

MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT

Mobile homes 

and spaces. Close 

to Sul Ross Uni-

versity.  Frontier 

Mobile Home Vil-

lage. 907 N. 10th 

St. Alpine.  Call 

432-837-2736   

FOR RENT/LEASE  

FORT DAVIS 

HOUSE FOR 

RENT, $1600 per 

month. 432-249-

0030 

Rentals Available. 

Call Rhonda Cole 

432-837-5539 

HELP WANTED

Hampton Inn is 

seeking dedi-

cated employees 

to fi ll night audit.  

Excellent pay and 

benefi ts.  Please 

apply in person at 

2607 West High-

way 90.

We are seeking 

an experienced 

Driver for an old 

family member 

on a PT basis (TUE 

& FRI only) $810 

weekly must have 

a valid state-is-

sued DL.  Must be 

professional, safe, 

patient and an at-

tentive chauff eur 

at all times.  Kindly 

email resume/

references to 

simonpet1147@

att.net 

Holiday Inn 

Express is seek-

ing dedicated 

employees to 

fi ll front desk, 

night audit, and 

housekeeping 

positions. Please 

apply in person at 

2004 East High-

way 90.  

Cobblestone is 

seeking to hire 

cleaners for part-

time positions. 

Please call the 

offi  ce for more 

information or 

stop by for an 

application! 432-

294-0184 

Trails End Lo-

gistics is hiring 

part-time CDL 

drivers. Please call 

our offi  ce if you 

have any ques-

tions or pick up 

an application! 

432-244-0184.  

Busy and expand-

ing tri-county 

law offi  ce, seeks 

paralegal or legal 

assistant.  Excel-

lent pay for the 

right person.  Call 

432-837-0990 

or email resume 

to pontonrod@

gmail.com.

WANT TO BUY:

I buy cast iron 

skillets please text 

or call 512-963-

7533 

Comforter bed 

sets – King 

comforter, dust 

ruffle, 4 pillows, 

2 pillow shams, 

3 decorative 

pillows; gold, 

brown, dark red; 

used; $150 cash. 

Queen com-

forter, dust ruffle, 

2 pillows w/

shams; 2 deco-

rative pillows; 

mauve, cream, 

dusty green; 

used, $100 cash.  

Gilt-framed mir-

ror - 36x54, $200 

cash. 701-238-

5460 
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Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891TREATING YOURSELF TREATING YOURSELF 

TO NEW CLIENTS?TO NEW CLIENTS?

WE HAVEWE HAVE

YOU COVERED!YOU COVERED!

GIVE US A CALL 

TODAY & RESERVE 

YOUR SPACE!

432-837-3334

PROPANE

ALPINE  |  432.837.2518  |  MARATHON

432-386-4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEEE

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@findaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

SPA

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo
HAIR STYLIST

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATEMOVING

TIRE DISPOSAL

Tire Disposal
Legally dispose of scrap tires!
(TCEQ Permitted facility).
Fees: $8/semi tire and $6/auto, pickup, and trailer tires when
delivered to West Odessa, TX
No super singles, agriculture or machinery tires.
Add $4/tire extra for pick-up service in Ft. Stockton. & $6/tire

extra for pick-up service in Marathon & Alpine.

          (50 tire minimum for pick-up service)

Open daily during daylight hours. Cash, cards, checks okay.

Call  Call  432-614-1865432-614-1865    for more information.for more information.

REAL ESTATE | LAND | RANCH | HOME | INVESTMENT

Court Clerk

Administrative Assistant

Brewster County Justice of the 

Peace is currently seeking qualified 

applicants for the position of Court 

Clerk/Administrative Assistant 

for the Justice of the Peace office. 

Position is open until filled.

Application and job description can 

be printed from the Brewster County 

Texas website under employment 

or be picked up at the Justice of the 

Peace office at 201 W Ave E. Please 

submit application and resume in 

person or call 432-837-6214.

1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

432-837-4812
pchsmedclinic.org

Are you interested in helping women Are you interested in helping women 
from your community get free breast from your community get free breast 

and cervical cancer screening? and cervical cancer screening? 

Please reach out to us to apply for the 
CHW – Community Healthcare Worker 
position. As the CHW, you would be:

 · Going out to the community to
   recruit participants

 · Enroll participants who are eligible
   and provide simple health education

 · Make sure that all paperwork is
   completed by the participant

Subscribe today!
432.837.3334

www.att.net
www.gmail.com
www.west.com
www.legacybrokergroup.com
www.avalanche.com
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com


 

The most famous 
cattle breed developed 
in Texas was the Santa 
Gertrudis bred by the 
King Ranch in South 
Texas, but this was not 
the only breed. 

As the grasslands of 
the Davis Mountains 
and Big Bend were 
settled in the 1880s, 
ranching became the 
economic driver of the 

area. While animals 
like the Santa Gertru-
dis were bred specially 
for South Texas and 
the Coastal Prairie, 
such animals were not 
what was needed in the 
mountainous grass-
lands of the Big Bend.

Any breed success-
ful in the marketplace 
had to be quality beef 
with a size to-process 

weight ratio to be 
worth the effort to 
raise. After the Civil 
War with the burgeon-
ing population in the 
industrial East, the de-
mand for beef of any 
quantity was huge. 
That demand was ini-
tially satisfi ed by the 
Texas longhorn, a 
half-wild rangy animal 
that had the advantage 

of being able to walk 
themselves to market. 
As railroads crossed 
the continent making 
transportation easier, 
more of the range was 
enclosed by fencing, 
and, as tastes changed, 
there was a greater de-
mand for quality. 

With the possibility 
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THE CITY OF 

 ALPINE 

IS HIRING!

FOR A LIST OF OPEN 

POSITIONS VISIT THE 

CITY’S WEBSITE AT 

WWWCITYOFALPINE.

COM/EMPLOYMENT.

HELP WANTED 
 FORT DAVIS STATE BANK 

ALPINE

FORT DAVIS STATE BANK is 
accepting applications for a Full-
Time Teller position in Alpine.  
Requirements for this position 
are fl exible hours, basic offi ce 
and computer skills, experienced 
dealing with money, customer 
service skills and willing to 
be a team player.  Bilingual 
preferred but not a requirement. 
Applications are available at 
any of our three locations or call 
(432) 837-1888.   
Fort Davis State Bank is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

LOOKING
for Full time or part time work?

WE CAN HELP!
We are currently looking to hire

MORNING SHIFTS.
6am-2pm or 8am-5pm

We can accomadate any schedule you have
• Starting pay - $10/ per hour
• Closing pays 10% more per hour
• 5% weekend differential
• Benefits- Health and 401K
• Overtime Available 
• Paid Vacation
• College Assistance 
• Flexiable schedule
• Uniform provided
• Discounts on meals

Text “mcdworksforme” to 36453
Mcdonalds.com/careers

900 E. Avenue E Alpine Texas

For info, please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• FULL TIME IT

 SPECIFIC SOFTWARE, PREFER MEDICAL SOFTWARE 

EXPERIENCE

• MEDICAL DOCTOR

• FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER

• FULL TIME NURSE SUPERVISOR

• DENTIST

 Must be licensed in the State of Texas, Alpine Location

• PART TIME  DENTAL HYGIENIST,

 Alpine Location

• PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

 Collaborate with team to ensure program process and 

outcomes.

• HUMAN RESOURCE REP.

 (Bachelors required)

• INSURANCE IN NETWORK

 CREDENTIALING REP.

• STAFF ACCOUNTANT

 Alpine Location

Now Hiring

ALPINE, TEXAS
101 E. SUL ROSS AVENUE

104 N. 2ND STREET

(432) 837-1182

Now hiring multiple positions 

within both Alpine and

Fort Davis Locations.

Flexible Hours and School 

Schedule. Please apply at any 

of our locations in person.

EOE.

TransPecos Banks continues to grow and 
needs additional hard working, dedicated 
employees to fi ll the following positions. All 
positions require a high school diploma or 
GED. Credit and background checks will be 
performed. 
 
UNIVERSAL TELLERS - We are hiring part 
time tellers for our Alpine and Marathon 
locations. Must be customer friendly, and 
able to work quickly and accurately with 
numbers. Experience a plus.
 
Compensation based on related experience. 

Please apply at 
www.tranpecosbanks.com 

Equal Opportunity Employer.  
Member FDIC. 

TransPecos Banks, 

P. O. Box 9600, Alpine, Texas 

432-837-0094

2609 West Highway 90 

in Alpine, Texas

TWIN PEAKS
is hiring a Fulltime 
assistant manager 
trainee starting at 

$12.50 an hour.

After completing 
a minimum of 90 
days training and 

successfully meeting a 
series of benchmarks, 

a promotion to 
Assistant Manager 

and a raise to $15.50 
will be given.

Please apply
in person.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Shipping/Receiving Clerk with NEW PAY RATE 
OF $15.00 per hour to start. Opportunity to earn 
$16.00/per hour upon competent comple� on 
of training. Fast Track to Management

Responsibili� es include loading and 
unloading, forkli�  opera� on, prepara� on 
of shipping documents, verify deliveries, 
maintain warehouse and other general 
du� es.  Requirements: Must be willing to work 
fl exible hours including evenings, weekends 
and holidays, ability to work independently, 
verbal and wri� en communica� on skills, 
working knowledge of computers and forkli�  
experience preferred.  Opportunity to move 
to Supervisor level and pay within the fi rst 6 
months of employment.  Must be able to pass 
a pre-employment drug screen. 

Interested candidates should email or fax 
resume to (432)729-3071 Ext. 607 or texashr@
villagefarms.com, applica� ons are also 
available at Village Farms Security Sta� ons 3 
Miles N. Hwy 17 Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 
17 FT. Davis, TX.  

www.alpineavalanche.com

A delightful performance 
If you think Charlie Brown is not 

relevant, think again. He may be 
goofy but he does embody kindness, 
hope, and humanity. These quali-
ties were throughout the Sul Ross 
production, “You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown” at the Kokernot Out-
door Summer Theatre.  A carpool of 
friends from Fort Davis went to see 
the performance on Sunday and we 
were not disappointed.

The play was spectacular. The ac-
tors and musicians are top notch. The 
choice of the play is perfect - cheer-
ful, lighthearted, and witty, just what 
everyone needs in these doom and 

gloom times. How perfect was the 
cast, all professional actors and great-
ly talented! The music was fi rst class. 
The set was very imaginative, and the 
sound system and lighting were just 
right.

The remaining schedule is for the 
next two weekends is July 15-17 and 
July 23-24 at 8 p.m. They post on 
their website any performances that 
will be postponed due to weather, 
and they do issue rain checks. For 
questions, call 432-837 8218 - a nice 
student gave me all of these details. 
It is a good idea to bring your own 
folding chairs since the benches are 
not comfortable. 

Thank you, Theatre of the Big 

Bend,  for an excellent program. It 

was a breath of fresh air.

Elaine Harmon

Fort Davis

Misinfo
For July 4th there was a store window 

near the courthouse on Highway 118 in Fort 
Davis displaying partisan posters. 

One falsely claimed a Mexican railroad 
going through Texas was moved to New 
Mexico due to the governor’s actions. As 
of this writing it’s an open-ended Mexican 
standoff  with Texas. 

Another claimed the governor took mon-
ey from Texas health services for dubious 
reasons. This in fact was part of a $500 mil-
lion transfer from multiple state budgets. It’s 
to be used for Texas border security attempts 

to provide relief from bad border decisions 
made by the Democrat White House. 

Another poster compared taco sales to 
gun sales in a juvenile attempt at misinfo 
used for their anti-gun rhetoric. A Confeder-
ate battle fl ag was used to falsely imply trea-
son by Republicans in Washington, D.C., on 
Jan. 6, 2021, a fl ag that symbolizes the 19th 
century treason and racism of  Democrats. 

There was a poster of a guy with two 
rifl es saying he’s threatened while encircled 
by what appeared to be gay, ethnic, or ra-
cial caricatures. The silliness of that defi es 
logic. A poster berating teachers with guns 

is made mute by Texas teachers and staff  
who are now arming themselves to protect 
school kids as recent mass murders prove 
red fl ag laws to be useless. There was a Kids 
Cannot Be Replaced poster displaying For 
The Children deceits often used politically.  

Misinformation is a big word for lie. If 
misinfo and “Beto” are the best the Demo-
crats can do, then it might be time for them 
to close up and go home.

James R. Le Blanc 
Fort Davis

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR • FROM 4

by larry francell

FIDDLER’S

GREEN

The Highland Herefords History

See FRANCELL • 14
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of increased profi ts, many 
progressive ranchers be-
gan to improve their stock 
by importing bulls. One 
of those breeds imported 
was the English Hereford. 

According to the Chris-
topher Knowlton, histo-
rian of the range cattle 
industry, “Ultimately, the 
hearty hereford proved 
the breed best suited to 
the arid conditions of the 
West. Eventually the her-
eford would largely re-
place the longhorn on the 
open range.”  

Which brings us to the 
Highland Herefords of the 
Big Bend.

The Big Bend is geo-
graphically made up of 
“sky islands,” mountain 
ranges surrounded by 
grasslands and open prai-
rie. It took a special breed 
of cattle to thrive in this 
environment, one that 
could range some dis-
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On Tuesday, Brewster County 

Judge Eleazar Cano ordered all 

individuals living in the county 

to stay at home in their place of 

residence, prohibited all pub-

lic or private gatherings of any 

size, shut down all but essential 

businesses, and banned all travel 

except for essential activities.

In addition, he imposed a coun-

ty-wide curfew that ordered mem-

bers of the public to remain at their 

residences between 10 p.m.-5 a.m.

Cano’s supplemental order was 

effective at 11:59 p.m. on March 

31, and will continue until 11:59 

p.m. on April 7. The 

order can be seen in 

its entirety at the 

Alpine Avalanche 

Facebook page or 

alpineavalanche.

com.

As of press time, 

no cases of the coro-

navirus had yet been 

identi� ed in the Tri-County area.

Then at an emergency meeting 

Wednesday, the court designated 

Alpine pediatrician Dr. Ekta Es-

covar as the Brewster County lo-

cal health authority as it pertains 

to COVID-19 subject matter, 

and Cano said her duties could 

possibly expand in the future. 

Commissioner, Pct. 1, Betse 

Esparza pointed out that the 

county and the commissioners 

had already been named in a 

lawsuit and that Escovar could 

be a part of legal action in the 

future. Escovar con� rmed that 

she was aware.

Big Bend Regional Medi-

cal Center CEO Rick Flores 

clari� ed that Escovar would be 

functioning with the county as 

an independent medical provider 

and not as a representative of the 

Medical Center.

Also on Tuesday, Governor 

Greg Abbott told Texans to stay 

at home except for essential 

services and activities, and an-

nounced that schools would re-

main closed until at least May 4.

Abbott’s order goes into ef-

fect at 12:01 tonight and lasts 

until April 30, aligning it with 

the new end date for social-dis-

tancing guidelines announced 

by President Donald Trump on 

Monday.

The order supersedes the one 

Abbott issued March 19 limiting 

social gatherings to 10 people. 

The new order narrows that sig-

nificantly, and asks Texans to 

minimize social gatherings and 

in-person contact with people who 

are not in the same household.

INSIDE
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Alpine Middle School 

� fth grade math teacher 

Amanda Bolaños holds 

a sign showing love and 

encouragement to her 

students in the face of 

the school closures due 

to the coronavirus.

Technology and learn-

ing go hand in hand, and 

Alpine ISD is at the fore-

front, making sure stu-

dents are still fulfilling 

their educational respon-

sibilities, despite the state-

wide school shutdown due 

to COVID-19 concerns. 

Alpine High School 

Principal Justin Gonza-

les said 60% of the high 

school students were using 

a program called Edgenu-

ity, a leading provider of 

online learning for kinder-

garten through 12th grade. 

AISD uses online 

instruction for 

at-home learning 
Cano shuts down county

Lunch from the lunch ladies

Orders shelter-in-place, curfew

Eleazar 

Cano

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION

MAILED TO YOUR DOOR
$42

Reach potential buyers

when you advertise 

in the Classifi eds!

Place your ad today at

432-837-3334
or 

publisher@alpineavalanche.com

One Spot.
Lots of 

Possibilities!

CARS, TRUCKS,
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR
SALE & FOR RENT

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS

PETS FOR ADOPTION

GARAGE SALES

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH, 
MUCH MORE.

ALPINE 
AVALANCHE
CLASSIFIEDS

Find What
You’re Looking

for in a Snap!

Shop the Classifieds for gifts to

give yourself and others!

TAYLOR DAILY PRESS
www.taylordailypress.net

Alpine Avalanche
www.alpineavalanche.com

Email resume to:  HR@bigbend.com  
OR Mail a current resume to 

BBT, Attn: HR
808 N. 5th St.

Alpine, TX 79830
Please no phone calls.

EOE Employer
Veterans are encouraged to apply

*Terms and Conditions apply.
BBT participates in E-Verify and promotes a 

Drug-Free Workplace.

AVAILABLE  POSITIONS

This is a great opportunity to work with the best in 
the Big Bend.  We are seeking an experienced full-
time Accounting Assistant.  The ideal candidate will 
be well organized, able to multi-task, work under 
deadlines, possess excellent communication and 
analytical skills.  This position will have an accounts 
payable focus, but other regular accounting duties 
will also apply. The ideal applicant will have 
General Ledger experience as well as the following 
qualifications:

• Have at least two years of accounting experience.
• Possess High school diploma or equivalent

required.
• Proficient in Microsoft Office Suite or related

software.

Applicants must possess a valid driver’s license and 
a good driving. Applicant may be required to work 
overtime or on weekends and holidays.

Hiring Bonus *, Competitive Compensation and a 
Generous Benefits Package are included.

Experienced Accounting Assistant 

For other excellent career 

opportunities with BBT, please 

visit our website at

 www.bigbend.com or 

www.indeed.com for a 

complete listing of positions.

WTNB is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer 

West Texas National Bank
TM

APPLY in person at WTNB

Alpine Branch

Competitive Compensation Package

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER 877.493.7862  |  WTNB.com

WTNB is a community bank with a pleasant, growth atmosphere 
and includes excellent benefits. Benefits include health  

and vision insurance and a matching 401k plan.

WTNB also offers a very generous Paid Time Off (PTO)  
Plan which begins accruing upon an employee’s initial  

hire date, along with Federal Bank Holidays.  

101 East Avenue E  |  Alpine, TX 79830

AGallego@WTNB.com
Please send resume and cover letter to:

BANK TELLERS
NOW HIRING

PART AND FULL-TIME

We offer more Fiber Optic connectivity 
than any other provider. Period

Faster internet, more devices, no lag time, 
no buffering. You may have fiber access 

at you location and not know it. 

Simple, easy, no waiting on technicians 
all day.

THAT’S OUR PROMISE.

800.592.4781
www.bigbend.com

We have
Alpine Covered

Bucks Sport Fan?
The Avalanche is 

currently looking for a 
sports editor. 

Cover weekly Bucks sporting events. 
Get paid per story.

Call JT Maroney or email.
publisher@alpineavalanche.com

432.837.3334
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H O U S E K E E P E R S , 

M A I N T E N A N C E ,  L A N D S C A P E 

&  G R O U N D S ,  L I N E  C O O K S , 

D I S H WA S H E R  A N D  G U E S T 

S E R V I C E  A G E N T S

H i g h l y  C o m p e t i t i v e  P a y ,  G a s 

A l l o w a n c e ,  C o m p a n y  B e n e f i t s

C o n t a c t  A n d r e a  B a r r  @

a n d r e a @ g a g e h o t e l . c o m

N O W
H I R I N G

Jennifer Hansen, Mandy Jorgenson, and Carl 
Garcia of Terlingua pause for a photo at the Mar-
athon Volunteer Fire Department chili cook-off  
fundraiser held at Marathon Motel and RV Park 
on July 2. The chili chefs from Terlingua prepared 
a recipe to be judged and obtain qualifying points 
to the international chili cook-off s in Terlingua 
in November. Hansen, also known as the Chili 
Queen, won the Cowboy Chili Cook-off  this year. 

Avalanche photo by Roxanne Hill 

Hansen queen 

of chili cookoff 
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Desert. It is regarded as the 
most biologically diverse 
desert in the Western Hemi-
sphere. 

BRI’s Nau Endowed Pro-
fessor in Habitat Research 
and Management, Dr. Car-
los E. Gonzalez, said the 
exchange benefi ts programs 
on both sides of the river.

tance, and still produce 
the weight and quality of 
meat desired by the mar-
ketplace. 

In 1919 the Highland 
Hereford Association 
was organized “for the 
purpose of fostering the 
sale of cattle grown in the 
area, and to assist in and 
encourage the growing of 
better cattle.”

By 1936 there were 81 
members, where “no man 
was admitted to member-
ship in the association 
whose business integrity 
and methods of dealing 
are known to be ques-
tionable.  A second re-
quirement is that his cattle 
possess certain prescribed 
standards of quality.”  

This was stated in a 
softbound book written 
by Frank Reeves titled, 
“The Story of the High-
lands” (1936). This is one 
of the least known, but 
most important written 
documents about the his-
tory of the region. 

The fi rst herefords were 
brought to the area about 
1900 when Jim and Beau 
McCutchen imported 
bulls form Colorado.  

According to Reeves, 
“Their beef characteristics 
and their natural instinct 
to rustle for themselves 
and general adaptability 
to the range caused other 
ranchmen to make pur-
chases.”  

To promote the breed, 
an annual fall sale was 
held at Marfa.

Beyond discussing 
the Highland Hereford, 
Reeves’ book is a wealth 
of information on the 
Davis Mountains and 
Big Bend. It includes the 
descriptions of over 60 
ranches in the region, of-
ten with photographs. It 
includes sections on range 
conditions, the early his-
tory of ranching, and, 
most prescient, a look into 
the future.  

Said Reeves, “When 
the Big Bend Country 
was created, a program 
of lavish extravagance 
prevailed. It is one of the 
most remarkable sections 
of the Southwest. It is a 
masterpiece that charms 
and thrills all beholders, 
and is destined to become 
the playground of count-
less thousands of nature-
admiring, beauty-loving, 
pleasure-seeking vaca-
tionists.”  

The Story of the High-
lands is now diffi  cult to 
fi nd, appearing on the rare 
book market for several 
hundred dollars. If you 
have a copy, keep it safe.

www.bigbend.com
www.indeed.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.bigbend.com
www.gagehotel.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.wtnb.com

