
 

On Nov. 
23 Alpine 
ISD Super-
intendent 
Becky Mc-
Cutchen an-
nounced her 
resignation. 
She was recently named the 
lone fi nalist for the superin-
tendent position at Level-
land ISD near Lubbock. 

As of this time, she will 
likely start her new posi-
tion in mid- to late-Janu-
ary 2022.

Said McCutchen in a 
statement, “I have enjoyed 
all my time in Alpine, and 
will always hold the Bucks 
dear in my heart. Alpine 
has been my family’s home 
for 14 years, and both my 
children fl ourished in this 
community and school 
district. For many reasons, 
this announcement is bit-
tersweet for me.”

In Texas there is a 21-
day waiting period from 
the time a candidate is 
named fi nalist until they 
can offi  cially be hired and 
sign a contract with a new 
school district. 

McCutchen said she and 
the school board would 
work together on a transi-
tion plan for the next leader 
of AISD.
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County Chief Deputy Ryan Skelton, offi  ce Admin-
istrator Erica Chavez, Capt. Omar Holguin, and 
Sheriff  Ronny Dodson show off  donated gifts target-
ed for needy children in the community. 

Avalanche photo by Gail Diane Yovanovich

At Alpine’s American Legion Post 79 headquarters, renowned mural artist Stylle Read renders a tribute to all who served the nation in 
wartime. His work graces many buildings in the city, and this latest work is sure to attract the attention of residents and visitors alike.

Avalanche photo by Gail Diane Yovanovich

What started out as 
Brown Santa delivering 
Christmas gifts to lo-
cal children has turned 
into an effort that ex-
tends through the winter 
months and beyond.

Demand for Brewster 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
Brown Santa program 
has increased over the 
years, and continues to 
grow in the wake of the 
ongoing COVID epi-
demic. 

Said Sheriff Ronny 
Dodson, “The big dif-
ference this year is a toy 
shortage because of con-
tainers sitting out on the 
ocean. We started earlier 
this year to make sure we 
got a jump on it because 
we know as we get closer 
to Christmas, there will 
be a limit on the number 
of toys available.” 

He noted the Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce program had ex-
panded over the years 
from covering just a 
small part of the commu-
nity to an eff ort that now 
covers Alpine, Marathon, 
Terlingua, and the entire 
county.

For the toy drive, the 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce relies on 
teachers and individuals 
who can identify need. 

“We fi rst ask parents if 
they want gifts. We aim 
to help where it’s needed, 
and where it’s wanted,” 
Dodson said. “And 
there’s more need than 
you would think.”

Through the toy drives 
offi  cers see seniors who 
struggle to stay warm 
during the winter, neigh-
bors identify neighbors 
who might need help, 
and local utility compa-
nies know who’s in need.

“We saw that in the 
cold months, there were 

some who weren’t able 
to pay their gas bills, 
propane bills, or elec-
tric bills,” said Dodson. 
“So we checked with 
the utility companies, 
and they knew who 
the needy were in West 
Texas. At the city gas 
department, the ladies 
there know who are 
in real need, and we 
worked with them with 
their heating bills. That 
doesn’t usually kick in 
until January or Febru-
ary during the colder 
months.”

The Sheriff’s Office 
doesn’t hand out any 
money, but rather pays 
directly to the agency, 
company, landlord, or 
fi nancial institution. No 
one gets cash, and most 
funds are used to help 
the elderly.

Alpine ISD Board of 

Trustees held its regularly 

scheduled meeting on Nov. 

17, and former high school 

band director Chuck Wil-

son made an appearance to 

discuss plans for the band 

next summer. 

Wilson requested con-

sideration and approval 

for a bus trip for the Alpine 

High School band to trav-

el to Orlando, Fla., next 

spring. The band would 

perform at the Disney re-

cording studio. Wilson 

stated the Band Boosters 

would cover costs for the 

bus driver, fuel, and t-shirts 
for $6,480. Wilson said 
Alpine Middle School 
band director Marina Azar 
asked Wilson if he was 
willing to chaperone the 
trip scheduled for June 
5-10, 2022, and he agreed. 
The total travel cost for the 
75 band students to attend 
would be  approximately 
$57,500, and Wilson said 
a portion of the unused 
funds from last year’s band 
budget would help cover 
the costs. 

The board then voted 
5-0 in favor of approving 
the trip. 

Superintendent Becky 
McCutchen then presented 

the monthly 
c o n s t r u c -
tion update, 
along with 
Bobby Kel-
l ey  and 
Frank Patton 
of Imperial 
Cons t ruc-
tion, and Les Burke of 
Parkhill. McCutchen said 
the district was still on 
track for completion of the 
ag shop, welding shop, and 
band hall to be ready for 
move in on Dec. 17. 

In other news, district 
Chief Financial Officer 
Clay Braden provided 
an update on the tax col-
lection agreement with 

Brewster County, and said 
collections were starting 
to roll in. For fi scal year 
2022, the district would 
pay Brewster County 
around $42,000 for servic-
es related to tax collection, 
a slight increase due to 
increased property values 
and increased revenue. 

The board unanimously 
approved the tax collection 
agreement with the county. 

Braden then said me-
chanical engineer Nick 
White would do site visits 
free of charge  to exam-
ine the HVAC systems at 
the middle school, high 
school, and administration 
building. Braden said he 

hoped to have quotes by 
the end of the year, with 
the work completed by 
summer of next year. 

Next, during an infor-
mation only item Braden 
said he recently met with 
the Alpine ISD student 
advisory committee, and 
there was discussion of re-
placing the bleachers at the 
high school gym. Braden 
said the students opted for 
purple plastic bleachers on 
the home side versus those 
made of wood. The exist-
ing plastic modules would 
be removed and replaced 
with new ones. 

Christmas spirit thrives in Brewster County

Alpine ISD approves band trip to FloridaSuperintendent 
announces 
resignation
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This happened not 
once but twice. At the 
end of the War of the 
Rebell ion,  officers 
who wished to remain 
in the Army and who 
served with volunteers, 
and there were many, 
were reduced in rank.  
At the top command of 
the Regular Army there 
were five - the leader-
ship that defeated the 
Confederacy. 

U.S. Grant held the 
rank of lieutenant gen-
eral, the first to do so 
since George Washing-
ton.  William Tecum-
seh Sherman, Phillip 
Sheridan, George Gor-
don Meade, and George 
Thomas all held the rank 
of major general. Sher-
man was Grant’s part-
ner in the defeat of the 
South, and Sheridan, 
trusted by Grant, played 
a variety of roles.  

While Grant in overall 
command of all Union 
armies traveled with the 
Army of the Potomac 
under the command of 
Meade, Sherman made 
his March to the Sea, di-
viding the Confederacy, 
and Thomas had com-
mand in the West. Nev-
er close to Grant who 
considered Thomas too 
hesitant, nonetheless 
Thomas held the west-
ern Confederate armies 
in check, and won the 
Battle of Franklin, of-
ten considered the Get-

tysburg of the West.

At the end of the war 

all five men initially 

stayed in the Army, but 

only Grant, Sherman, 

and Sheridan made it a 

long-term career. When 

Grant became pres-

ident in 1868, Sher-

man moved up in rank 

to command the U.S. 

Army. When Sherman 

retired in 1883, Sheri-

dan moved up into com-

mand. During their ten-

ure in command of the 

Army, both traveled to 

Fort Davis.

Before retiring, Gen-

eral Sherman decided to 

tour the southern forts 

utilizing the new South-

ern Pacific Railroad. 

After his tour, he com-

mented, “The Southern 

Pacific Railroad will be 

the best picket line we 

could have along our 

Southern border.” 

Sherman’s friend and 

colleague Colonel Ben 

Grierson was not in res-

idence during this visit.  

Grierson and Sherman 
first connected during 
Grant’s Vicksburg cam-
paign. Sherman need-
ed two thousand horses 
and mules immediate-
ly, and Grierson, a cav-
alryman, knew where 
to get them.“Take them 
from the rebels wherev-
er they may be found,” 
he instructed.

Grierson proceeded to 
do so.   

The situation was dif-
ferent when General 
Sheridan visited Fort 
Davis. Grierson was in 
residence and was in 
command of the post, 
but the relationship be-
tween the two was much 
different. During the 
War, Grierson served 
exclusively in the west. 
Sheridan in command 
of the Union cavalry 
served in the east. Sher-
idan had an innate prej-
udice against non-West 
Pointers who served 
as volunteers. Grier-
son thought, and rightly 
so, that Sheridan gave 
preference to the West 
Pointers who served 
with him in the east, es-
pecially Wesley Merritt 
and George Custer, two 
of the youngest officers 
to achieve the rank of 
Major General of Vol-
unteers.

When the war was 
over, both Merritt and 
Custer were reduced in 
rank to lieutenant colo-

nel in the Regular Army, 

while Grierson was cho-

sen by Grant as colo-

nel of the 10th Cavalry. 

When General Sherman 

retired in 1883, Sheri-

dan, never a friend of 

Grierson, was next in 

line to command the 

U.S. Army.

The Grierson fami-

ly was comfortable at 

Fort Davis, and the col-

onel was promoting a 

railroad spur from the 

Southern Pacific at Mar-

fa.  He had purchased 

ranch property, and was 

attempting to ensure 

that the post remain ac-

tive while several oth-

ers in Texas were be-

ing closed. To secure 

the future, Grierson 

was attempting to buy 

land to the east of the 

fort for future expan-

sion.  While Sherman 

had declared Fort Da-

vis a “permanent” post 

before his retirement, a 

new Army commander 

could change that order. 

When Sheridan arrived 

at Fort Davis at the end 

of March 1883, he did 

agree to a $3,500 pur-

chase. However, there 

was still no help from 

the Army commander in 

Grierson’s effort to earn 

his brigadier’s star.

The Federal Govern-

ment now owned land 

next to the fort which 

itself was not owned 

but leased.  But that is 

another story.

The commander of the Army visits Fort Davis
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B.T. Davenport
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Honor The Memories
Each service, unique and perfect in every way.

As a family-owned and -operated 

funeral home, we take our 

commitment to your family 

personally. We value your trust 

in us, and it is our honor to help 

you through your time of sorrow 

with compassionate service, 

professional guidance and a 

dignifi ed tribute to your dear 

departed loved one.

HonoringHonoring
the Memorythe Memory
of of YYour Lour Loovved Oneed One

PICKS
This Week’s Picks
High School: 1.Alpine vs. Roosevelt • 2. Balinger vs. Abernathy • 3. Holiday vs. Leonard

4. Stanton vs. Brady • 5. Gunter vs. Milsap • 6. Sonora vs. Canadian • 7. Eastland vs. Bells
College: 8. Palmer vs. Dublin • 9. Michigan St. vs. Ohio St. • 10. Arkansas vs. Alabama

11. Baylor vs. Kansas St. • 12. OSU vs. Tech
NFL: 13. Colts vs. Bills • 14. Lions vs. Browns • 15. Cowboy vs. Chiefs

RECORD

120-82

1. Westbrook
2. May
3. Motley
4. Abernathy
5. Roosevelt
6. Holliday
7. Gunter
8. Wink
9. Ole Miss

10. Ohio St.

11. Baylor

12. A&M

13. Clemson

14. Cowboys

15. Bills

16. Patriots

17. 49ers

Fuels, Inc.
1. Sterling City
2. May
3. Motley
4. Abernathy
5. Roosevelt
6. Holiday
7. Gunter
8. Stratford
9. Miss St. 

10. Ohio St.
11. Baylor
12. LSU
13. Clemson
14. Cowboys
15. Bills

16. Pats

17. Vikings

RECORD

140-62

RECORD

131-71

1. Westbrook
2. Watter Valley
3. Motley
4. Canadian
5. Roosevelt
6. Holiday
7. Dublin
8. Stratford
9. Ole Miss

10. Michigan St.

11. Baylor

12. A&M

13. S. Carolina

14. Cowboys

15. Bills

16. Titans

17. 49ers

RECORD

134-68

1. Sterling City 
2. Water Valley 
3. Jayton 
4. Abernathy 
5. Roosevelt 
6. Holiday 
7. Gunter 
8. Stratford 
9. Ole Miss 

10. Michigan 

11. Baylor 

12. a&m 

13. Clemson 

14. Cowboys 

15. Bills 

16. Pats 

17. 49ers 

RECORD

132-70

1. Sterling City 
2. Watter 

Valley
3. Motley 
4. Abernathy
5. Brady 
6. Holiday
7. Gunter
8. Wink

9. Ole Miss 
10. Ohio St. 
11. Baylor
12. A&M v
13. Clemson 
14. Cowboys 
15. Saints 
16. Titans 
17. 49ers

Alpine Auto 
Rental and Uhaul

RECORD

140-62

1. Sterling City 
2. Water Valley
3.  Motley 
4. Abernathy
5.   Roosevelt
6.  Holiday
7.  Gunter
8.  Stratford
9.  Ole Miss

10.  Ohio State

11.  Baylor

12.  A&M

13.  Clemson

14.   Cowboys

15.  Bill’s

16.  Pat’s

17.  Vikings n

RECORD

138-64

1. Westbrook
2. May
3. Motley
4. Abernathy
5. Roosevelt
6. Holliday
7. Gunter
8. Wink
9. Ole Miss

10. Ohio St.

11. Baylor

12. A&M

13. Clemson

14. Cowboys

15. Bills

16. Patriots

17. 49ers

RECORD

129-73

1. Sterling City 
2. Water Valley
3. Motley
4. Abernathy
5. Roosevelt
6. Holiday
7. Dublin
8. Wink
9. Ole Miss 

10. Ohio St.

11. Baylor

12. A&M 

13. Clemson

14. Raiders

15. Saints

16. Titans

17. Viking 

www.alpinememorialfuneralhome.com
www.sunshinehousealpine.com


 
Thursday, November 25, 2021  Alpine Avalanche  Page 3

For those looking to 
get away from it all while 
staying in one of the top 
hotels in Texas, Marathon 
is the place to be. The 
Gage Hotel, built in 1927 
and designed by famed 
El Paso architect Henry 
Trost, was built for its 
namesake, pioneer rancher 
Alfred S. Gage. It is now a 
legendary resort and more 
than just a place to hang 
your hat. 

General manager Carol 
Peterson, an Alpine resi-
dent who has been at the 
Gage for 18 years, is excit-
ed that the Gage has been 
named as one of the top 10 
resorts in Texas by Travel 
& Leisure Magazine. This 
is not the only distinction 
for the popular historic 

hotel, as it boasts a myriad 
of designations earned 
over the years, such as the 
number one hotel in Texas 
by Conde Nast Traveler in 
2015.

Said Peterson, “We were 
the only small, indepen-
dently owned hotel in the 
list, which I think is a re-
ally nice recognition. We 
are a unique and historic 
hotel, and we are on the 
National Register of His-
toric Places.” 

J.P. Bryan has owned 
the hotel for over 40 years, 
and Peterson said the Gage 
has had a great reputation 
as one of the best places to 
stay when visiting the Big 
Bend. The future looks 
even brighter as Peterson 
said a signifi cant expan-
sion of the 47-room facil-
ity over the next two to 
three years is planned. 

She said the Gage is not 

a cookie cutter type hotel, 

adding, “We off er people 

a really great experience 

in the Big Bend, with a lot 

of wonderful services, a 

number of food options, a 

destination spa, and a very 

beautiful garden.” 

The White Buff alo Bar 

has also been named one 

of Texas Monthly’s top 

hotel bars. More than just 

a hotel, the Gage contin-

ues to off er many ameni-

ties for its visitors, all in a 

beautiful town known for 

its dark skies and outdoor 

paradise for those look-

ing to get away from it all, 

with fi rst-class accommo-

dations, dining, and more. 

Alfred Gage would sure 

be proud.

Thanksgiving is here, 
and many people will 
join their families on a 
special day as a way of 
saying thanks for receiv-
ing blessings throughout 
the year. But for several 
churches and organiza-
tions in Alpine, making 
sure those who are less 
fortunate are provided 
a Thanksgiving meal is 
something to be cher-
ished. 

Jan Moeller from the 
Alpine Food Pantry said 
there will not be any tur-
keys this year, but there 
will be a limited number 
of food vouchers from 
the West Texas Food 
Bank. 

Over at Our Lady of 
Peace Catholic Church 

in Alpine, the Knights 
of Columbus recently 
distributed free Thanks-
giving boxes to those in 
need at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall on Sixth 
Street. Knight Robert 
Polanco said the baskets 
consisted of a turkey, 
canned goods such as 
cranberry sauce, and mis-
cellaneous food items. 
Fellow Knight Dan Bol-
ner was also instrumental 
in providing food baskets 
to those in need.  

At Grace Christian 
Fellowship, Shirley Wil-
liams said a Thanksgiv-
ing meal was served on 
Nov. 21, and baskets 
were also distributed 
during the church’s an-
nual Harvest Festival. 
The baskets included ei-
ther a turkey or a turkey 
voucher, and the baskets 

also contained cornbread 

mix, stuffi  ng, green beans 

or asparagus, cranberry 

sauce, and more. Turkey 

vouchers would also be 

provided if there was no 

room for turkeys in the 

freezer. 

Williams said she ex-

pected around 100 tur-

keys would be given 

away on a fi rst come fi rst 

serve basis. 

Coming together as a 

community to help and 

lend a caring hand to 

those unable to aff ord a 

Thanksgiving meal is a 

collaborative eff ort that is 

sure to bring intrinsic re-

wards to those who pitch 

in. It is all in the spirit of 

saying thanks to those 

who serve the needy and 

those who benefi t from 

their generosity.

Pitching in for a 
Thanksgiving meal

Gage Hotel one of the best in Texas

Dancers swing 
for the crowd

We will be closed on Thursday, Nov. 25th in observance 
of Thanksgiving, will close at noon on Friday, Nov. 26th 

and drive thru will be open Saturday, Nov. 27th.

Here’s hoping your celebration is filled with joy, hope, gratitude and 
good times. May it find you surrounded by love, friendship and the 

cherished traditions that make Thanksgiving so special.

YOUR “PEOPLE TO PEOPLE” BANK SINCE 1911

www.fdsb.com
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Dan Platt, Jr.

Home
Auto

Commercial

Serving
West
Texas

903 W. San Antonio � Marfa
432.729.4306 � 281.785.5847

 Dan@marfainsurance.com | marfainsurance.com
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Staff  Writer

BY ROXANNE HILL

Staff  Writer

The Gage Hotel in Marathon.

Courtesy photo

Knights of Columbus held an appreciation dinner recently at Our Lady of 
Peace Catholic Church Parish Hall in Alpine.

Courtesy photo

Members of Marfa Ballet Folklorico performed for an enthusiastic Art-
walk crowd on Fifth Street in Alpine on Nov. 20.

Avalanche photo by Gail Diane Yovanovich

FREE
lost pet ads with the 

Avalanche.
432-837-3334

www.marfainsurance.com
www.fdsb.com


 

Thanksgiving is a truly special time 
of year.  It allows us to slow down 
just a little and spend more quality 
time with family, friends, neighbors, 
and loved ones. This holiday is also 
the perfect opportunity for refl ection 
and gratitude. This Thanksgiving, 
the city would like to share a special 
message of thanks.

Every day we are reminded of how 
lucky we are to be surrounded by 
such wonderful people.  

The City of Alpine wants to take 
this opportunity to thank every one of 
our citizens, employees, council mem-

bers ,  and 
the mayor 
- thank you 
for making 
our  com-
muni ty  a 
wonderful 
place to live 
and work.  

As we go 
into this holiday season, please con-
tinue to remember and express grati-
tude for the members of the commu-
nity who provide food, housing, and 
medical care to those in need; our 

frontline workers who continue to 

provide urgent assistance, utility ser-

vices, and public safety; those who 

serve us in restaurants and stores; and 

everyone else who helps to keep our 

community thriving. 

This Thanksgiving remember each 

other for the small acts of kindness, 

from raking a neighbor’s leaves to 

planting a few extra flowers, and 

dropping off groceries, to the kind 

word when it is most needed.  

Wishing you a safe and healthy 

Thanksgiving holiday.
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 Opinions
RESULTS

ONLINE POLL

LETTERS

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

IF YOU WILL BE

TRAVELING THIS FALL,

DOES COVID SCARE YOU? 

RESULTS

Oh, yes, and I won’t be traveling because of COVID.

Yes, but I will take precautions to stay safe.

I’ve had the vaccine, so I’m not worried.

I’m not concerned at all. Life moves on. 

34% (51 votes)

29% (43 votes)

15% (22 votes)

23% (34 votes) 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving!

A look at Joe Biden
Joe Biden is a bungling ca-

reer Democrat politician who 
claims to use their truths over 
our facts. Joe once said if a 
black person voted for Don-
ald Trump, they ain’t Black, 
and Trump voters were dregs 
of society. 

This so-called Catholic is 
denied communion by bish-
ops due to his abortion, same 
sex marriage, and transgender 

beliefs. He also thinks Catho-
lics don’t make good federal 
judges. Joe and his son Hunter 
stand accused of getting kick-
backs from the Chinese Com-
munist Party which could be 
why he welcomes them with 
open arms into U.S. academia 
and business. Joe once said he 
negotiated the Paris Climate 
Accord with someone who 
happened to be dead at the 
time, then spent $3 million on 
a beach house showing his true 

climate change beliefs. His 
falling asleep at the UN Cli-
mate Change Conference also 
speaks volumes. 

He’s an anti-Second 
Amendment dude who once 
said private gun ownership is 
useless because the feds have 
F-15s and nukes. 

Joe’s been accused of 
signing many of his damag-
ing executive orders with-
out reading them, and after 
inauguration day had all 

military fl ags removed from 

the oval offi  ce. 

Joe Biden says, “We’re in 

a battle for the soul of this 

nation.” 

That may be true thanks to 

the so-called woke members 

of a Democrat regime that 

control Joe Biden’s every 

thought, word, and action.

James R. Le Blanc 

Fort Davis

Send us your letters.
Please include your name, address 

and phone number for verification 
purposes. Only your name and city will 
be published.

Letters should be no more than 300 
words.

Letters become the property of the 
Alpine Avalanche and may be edited 
prior to publication for spelling and 
grammatical errors, clarity and length. 
Ad hominem attacks will not be ac-
cepted. Letters that include profanity 
or libel will not be printed.

Send your letters to editor@alpin-
eavalanche.com by noon Monday for 
consideration.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Because life is mostly made up of 

little experiences occasionally inter-

rupted by big events, it’s easy to take 

the little things for granted.

But Shutterfl y, the photography and 

image-sharing company, off ers a list 

of 100 things, large and small, that we 

ought to single out for our gratitude 

this Thanksgiving.

Our homes, our incomes, and our 

savings are three large items to be 

thankful for, especially if we still 

have them after nearly two years of 

a pandemic.

Clean water is something we take for 

granted in America, but much of the 

world lacks it, reports the Republic.

We take our indoor plumbing and 

electricity for granted, too. We ex-

pect the lights to go on when we fl ip 

a switch, potable water to fl ow when 

we open a faucet, or the toilet to fl ush 

when a lever is pulled.

Most Americans have access to ex-

cellent healthcare. Sure, it’s expen-

sive and our government has been 

incapable of improving it through 

much-needed meaningful reforms, but 

if we experience a health scare or get 

into an accident, most of us will be 

given the best of care.

Technology innovation is a big 

blessing. It allows millions to work 

from home rather than the office, 

and aside from the 

rancor and divi-

siveness enabled 

by social media, 

it will solve many 

more  problems 

than it creates, and 

already is, accord-

ing to Asia’s online 

training platform 

EDUCBA.

Then there are the really big little 

things to be thankful for - like pizza. I 

don’t know that I’ve ever met anyone 

who doesn’t enjoy it. It’s festive and 

delicious and crosses party lines. No 

matter how bad our political divisions 

get, pizza can bring us together.

How about coff ee? To me, this is 

one of life’s greatest little experienc-

es, and one I enjoy twice every single 

morning. The process of making cof-

fee, the wonderful scent that fi lls the 

air as it drips into my mug, the wait-

ing until the temperature is just right 

before enjoying the fi rst glorious sip.

And bacon. Sure, it’s a bit contro-

versial for some, and it’s an early 

victim of growing inflation, but we 

can still run down to the conve-

nience store for a dozen eggs and 

a package of bacon and life is good 

all morning long.

Then there’s the afternoon nap. CO-

VID’s working-from-home revolution 

has enabled the greatest increase in 

afternoon mental agility in the history 

of napdom.

And the belly laugh. It comes easily 

to the young as they frolic. We forget 

that we don’t do enough of it as adults 

until we gather with our childhood 

friends and enjoy many much-needed 

belly laughs.

Now more than ever we need more 

belly laughing in America to disrupt 

our seriousness and political anger, 

which is resulting in a narrow under-

standing of current events and our fel-

low human beings.

Freedom of speech is certainly one 

of the biggest things we Americans 

should be grateful for at Thanksgiving 

- and every day - but it’s something 

too many of our fellow citizens are 

trampling on. We all need to renew 

our understanding of the importance 

of free speech and why it’s so cru-

cial to a civil, well-functioning, and 

clearer-thinking republic.

In any event, whether it’s for some-

thing as large as free speech or as 

small as pizza, giving thanks for our 

blessings is good for our health, ac-

cording to the Harvard Health Pub-

lishing. Gratitude makes us happy.

Which is why we must go out of our 

way to embrace it this Thanksgiving.

Give thanks for our blessings, big and small

TOM PURCELL

Guest Columnist

Vote for this week’s poll online at:
www.AlpineAvalanche.com

Now, the Avalanche asks: 
Should former President Donald 

Trump run again in 2024?
- Should former President Donald Trump 

run again in 2024?
- Absolutely! Our nation needs Trump to 

get back on track and reverse the disaster 
that’s going on now.

- Yes, but for now he should run for 
Congress in 2022 first to put a damper on 
the liberals.

- No way! Trump was the worst.
- I don’t care one way or the other.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.eavalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
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Trailer Sales, 

Parts & Service,

 Truckbeds 

& Grill Guards

CENTURY

TRAILER

COMPANY
2900 W. Dickinson Blvd. Fort Stockton, TX

432-336-8797
centurytrailersftstockton.com

32' Gooseneck Brand

62 and over

1 Bedroom Units

All Electric
Subsidy accepted

To apply go to: 

alpineretirementhomes.com

Or call: 432-837-2259

Alpine Retirement
Low income Housing

a

1st MONTHRENT FREE

ROSWELL LIVESTOCK AUCTION SALES, INC.ROSWELL LIVESTOCK AUCTION SALES, INC.

SALE DATE: MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2021
2276 head of cattle sold on an uneven market, with 

excellent buyer attendance.  This is the top of the market 
and prices range down from this according 

COMPARED TO LAST WEEK: 
Stocker Calves: Steady to $3.00 lower

 Feeder Cattle: Steady
Packer Cows and Bulls: Steady to $3.00 higher

300# - 400# Steers ..................   179.00 to 200.00

300# - 400# Heifers ...................157.00 to 160.00

400# - 500# Steers .....................162.50 to 179.00

400# - 500# Heifers ...................145.00 to 157.00

500# - 600# Steers .....................155.00 to 162.50

500# - 600# Heifers ...................143.00 to 145.00

600# - 700# Steers .....................136.75 to 155.00

600# - 700# Heifers ...................125.00 to 143.00

700# - 800# Steers .....................129.00 to 136.75

700# - 800# Heifers ...................125.00 to 126.00

Packer Cows.................................60.00 to   72.00

Canner & Cutter Cows.................50.00 to   58.00

Packer Bulls .................................88.00 to   92.50

Feeder Bulls .................................60.00 to   70.00

Cow / Calf Pairs – Top Half...1100.00 to 1375.00

Bred Cows – Top Half .............900.00 to 1175.00

Sponsored by:

 432.837.0094 | 102 W. AVE. E | ALPINE

PLEASE JOIN US FOR

Nov

22
_________
11:30 PM

________
3:00 PM

5-COURSE PRIX FIXE
No longer buffet, sign of the times.

Our Avalanche 

reporter asked, 

“How will 

you celebrate 

Thanksgiving 

this year? ”

Heard 
on the

STREET

Ron Howe, Alpine:

We’re going to drive out 

to Las Cruces, and have 

dinner and celebrate it 

with the family! 

Janelle Howe, 
Alpine: I’m looking 
forward to seeing all 
the kids together and 
my in-laws, and enjoy 

Th anksgiving as a 
family in Las Cruces. 

Joe Prieto, Alpine: We 

are going to go and 

spend Th anksgiving 

with our oldest 

daughter in Kyle, Texas. 

Nick Simmons, 
Alpine: We will 
stay home for 

Th anksgiving, but 
we also invite any 

neighbors who 
don’t have anywhere 

else to go to come 
have dinner with 
us. I think we will 
have about 10-12 

people this year, less 
than sometimes in 

previous years, but it’s 
a tradition with us. 

Avinash Rangra, 

Alpine: We’re going 

to stay home, and 

I’m going to fi x food. 

We’re going to close the 

theater that day and 

stay home.
Donations to Mara-

thon Public Library help 
make its programs and 
projects possible. The 
library is now working 
on a Marathon Commu-
nity Cookbook which 
will highlight the cul-
ture, food, and history of 

Marathon. The cookbook 
will capture the history 
of Marathon through sto-
ries, historical facts, and 
pictures, and the library 
is seeking donations.

Donate online at mar-
athonpubliclibrary.org/
donate.

Marathon Public 
Library fall 

fundraising drive

Send your community events to 
editor@alpineavalanche.com.

ONGOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous, 502 
E. Lockhart Ave. Schedules avail-
able on front door. For more in-
formation, call 915-562-4081 or 
aa-intergroup.org.

Alpine Lions Club meeting, noon 
Tuesdays at the Sul Ross University Cen-
ter, Room 210.

American Legion Post 79 meet-
ing, 6:30 p.m., second Monday each 
month, Legion Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave. 
Dinner provided. 

American Legion Auxiliary 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., third Monday 
each month, Legion Hall, 306 W. Sul 
Ross Ave.

Big Bend Community Chorale 
rehearsals on Monday evenings at 
6 p.m. in the First United Method-
ist Church sanctuary in Alpine. All are 
welcome, but fi rst contact Andrew 
Alegria at Andrew.alegria@sulross.edu, 
call 432-837-8216, or visit bbcchorale.
wixsite.com/bbcc. 

Citizenship Classes, at Alpine Pub-
lic Library by appointment only, 805 W. 
Ave. E. 432-837-2621 

ESL Tutoring, at Alpine Public Li-
brary, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-2621 
to make an appointment.

GED tutoring, at Alpine Public Li-
brary, 805 W. Ave. E. Call 432-837-2621 
to make an appointment.

Kiwanis Club of Alpine, noon, 
Wednesdays at the Sul Ross University 
Center, room 210.

805 W. Ave E.  After school club for 
grades one to three.

Senior Coff ee, 9:30 a.m.-noon on 
Fridays at Alpine Public Library, 805 W. 
Ave E. 432-837-2621.

Sons of the Legion, 6:30 p.m., 
fourth Monday each month, Legion 
Hall, 306 W. Sul Ross Ave.

Voter registration assistance,

Tuesdays-Thursdays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 

Alpine Public Library, 805 W. Ave E. 432-

837-2621.

Walk for Life, 9-10 a.m. Tuesdays 

beginning March 30. Locations will vary, 

so call or email to register at Cathy@

cathywright.com or 832-314-8103. A 

movement intelligence program by 

Cathy Wright, Learning for Life LLC. 

Zumba, 6-7 p.m. every Monday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday at Alpine 

Public Library, 805 W. Ave E., with in-

structor Eva Lambert.

See more at alpineavalanche.com.

www.alpineavalanche.com
www.aa-intergroup.org
www.alpineretirementhomes.com
www.athonpubliclibrary.org
www.centurytrailersftstockton.com
www.tdcj.texas.gov
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 H o m e , A u t o , C o m m e r c i a l

a n d  L i f e  I n s u r a n c e  A g e n t

D o n a  W a r d  B l e v i n s  

 432-837-2225

2100 W HWY 90, STE B

Alpine, TX 79830

I've Got Your Backk!!III'''vvvevvee GGGoootott YYYooouuurrr BBBaaaccckkkkkk!!!!!!I've Got Your Back! 

“This year I was in the top 

25 at regional, and next 

year I will be in much 

better shape due to rigor-

ous training and having 

learned from the experi-

ences of this year. I be-

lieve I was fully capable of 

making it to state this year, 

but I simply didn’t have 

my best race at regionals. 

There will certainly be 

new challenges next year, 

but I believe I will be able 

to overcome the obstacles 

in my path and make it to 

state next year. Over the 

next three years I plan on 

running longer distances 

each summer, and work-

ing on improving my 

times so that I’ll be able to 

compete at the state level 

in the years to come. I also 

do numerous other activi-

ties other than running that 

improve my physical en-
durance such as mountain 
biking, rock climbing, and 
backpacking.” 

Coach Cason talked 
about her star pupil, say-
ing, “I respect Hat’s work 
ethic over the summer 
and the way he raced this 
season. When he stepped 
up to the line, he was not 
timid. As a 15 year old, 
he is still learning what 
true determination and 
commitment are. He’s 
learning that words must 
be backed by action. I 
know if he chooses to put 
in the work, he will reach 
whatever goals he sets.” 

Hatfi eld and his coach 
can now build a team 
around him. Winning 
more races and advanc-
ing past regionals are all 
part of the plan. 

“Throughout the years 
I’ve had a number of 
fantastic role models,” 
said Cason. “Marco Mar-
tinez, the cross country 
boys team’s only senior, 
showed me that prac-

tice was about working 
hard in the company of 
friends, and helping those 
friends achieve their goals. 
While cross country is at 
heart an individual sport, 
it’s only because of the 
team that any of us can 
succeed. Marco always 
brought a positive energy 
and high level of motiva-
tion to practices, pushing 
all of us to try and reach 
our goals. Former seniors 
D’Angelo Gonzales and 
Griffi  n Carlin also inspired 
me to run. Above all they 
showed me that success is 
possible, even when fac-
ing teams of runners far 
more experienced than 
myself. Thanks to them I 
also have the confi dence 
to go forward and run 
against the competition.” 

It was the fi rst time in 
over 10 years the boys’ 
team qualified for the 
regional championship.  
The sky is the limit for 
the team now as Hatfi eld 
takes on more of a leader-
ship role.

Hatfi eld Cason is just a 
freshman, but his perfor-
mance in cross country 
has been more like an up-
perclassman in high school 
thus far. He has had six top 
fi ve fi nishes to close out a 
stellar freshman campaign. 
He fi nished third in District 
this year for his highest race 
of the cross-country season. 
He also fi nished third in the 
Bo Coffman Invitational 
down in Presidio.   

Running comes naturally 
to Hatfi eld, and it should. 
His mother was also a 
cross-country runner.  And 
his mother, Coach Cory Ca-
son, is also the Alpine boys 

and girls cross-country 
coach.  Hat, his nickname, 
talked about running, say-
ing, “I like running be-
cause it’s an exercise in 
both mental and physical 
fortitude. Running long 
distance tests how far I’m 
willing to go to achieve my 
goals. It’s also an individual 
sport, which means when it 
comes down to it it’s up to 
me to follow through. The 
rest of the team can cheer 
for you and help you on, 
but it’s you who’s run-
ning, it’s you who has to 
push yourself beyond your 
perceived limits. I think 
cross country is easily the 
sport that requires the most 
strength and dedication. 
Being competitive means 

running mile after mile, day 
after day, despite the chal-
lenges you may face.” 

Hat started off  the season 
fi nishing 28th at the Tall 
City Invitational in Midland 
which included 6A teams. 
He followed that up with 
fi ve top fi ve fi nishes in a 
row at the Monahans Invi-
tational (fi fth), Wink Wild-
cat Invitational (fourth), 
Crane Invitational (fourth), 
the race in Presidio, and the 
Big Bend Mountain Ram-
ble (fourth) here in Alpine. 

Hatfi eld has three more 
years to really rack up the 
top fi nishes.

“I have three more sea-
sons left in my high school 
career, and I intend to make 
the most of them,” he said. 
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PROOUD SUUUPPORRTER OOF THEE ALPIINE FIGHTIINNN’ BUCCKS

P.O. BOX 1934

ALPINE, TX 79831 

432-837-7179

BIGBENDCONCRETE@GMAIL.COM

RYAN KINKADE

432-386-3296

The Bucks head home after their loss in their fi nal game of the season. 

Photo by Felipe Fierro

Bucks season comes to an end 
in second round of playoff s

Big things expected from Cason
BY GLENN MCCARTHY

Sports Correspondent

OUT WEST FEED &

SUPPLY KAWASAKI
2600 E HIGHWAY 90 • ALPINE, TX

432-837-5792 

OUTWESTFEED AND SUPPLY.COM
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KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Always wear protective gear appropriate for the use of this vehicle. Never 

Brought to you by

ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 North Highway 118
432-837-2518

Nova is a multi-sport athlete 

and a force on the 

Varsity Basketball team.

GAS • DIESEL • PROPANE

B

Fuels, Inc.

NOVA CARRASCONOVA CARRASCO

ATHLETE OF THE WEEKATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Fightin’ Buck Schedule
Boys Basketball
Nov. 30 Van Horn @ Alpine  
Purple 5 p.m. Varsity 8 p.m.

Girls Basketball
Nov. 30 Van Horn @ Alpine 
JV 5 p.m./Varsity 6:30 p.m.

Hatfi eld Cason

Last Friday night in Ker-
mit the Alpine Bucks faced 
a football rushing machine 
and the number seven team 
in the state in the 11-0 Lub-
bock Roosevelt Eagles. 
These Eagles, along with 
the El Paso Riverside 
Rangers, were the top two 
teams on the Bucks sched-
ule this season.  

The Eagles threw only 
one pass on the night and 
it was incomplete, but the 
Eagles did not need to 
throw a pass, rolling up 
619 rushing yards on 40 
carries for an amazing 15 
yards a rush.  

The 74-8 score was dis-
appointing for the final 
game of the season. This 

defeat marks the third in 
a row that the Bucks have 
lost in the Area round of 
the 3A playoffs. Alpine 
fi nished with a 5-7 record.   

Star Quarterback Jayden 
Canaba talked about his 
last prep game, saying, 
“The season was one 
I’ll never forget. We had 
our ups and downs, but I 
wouldn’t trade this team or 
my coaches for anything. 
So happy we were able 
to win a gold ball, but the 
memories and relation-
ships I made with my team 
are something I will never 
forget. Go Bucks!” 

A week after Alpine lim-
ited Grape Creek’s single 
wing to 191 total yards, 

rush linebacker Shaun Fos-

ter grimaced upon seeing 

their next foe in a stronger, 

bigger, faster single wing 

rushing attack. His spe-

cialty of putting pressure 

on the quarterback would 

be neutralized again with a 

team who only preferred to 

run the ball. 

See PLAYOFFS • 7

www.farmersagent.com/dblevins
www.supply.com
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Wifi for the 
whole family!

Let us help you with the best plan 

that fits your needs. We have the 

largest Fiber network in the Big 

Bend Region

Serving Fort Stockton to Terlingua to 

Presidio and Beyond.

Sign up for fiber internet today.

800.592.4781
www.bigbend.com

SAFE TRAVELS START HERE SAFE TRAVELS START HERE 
See us for all of your vehicle maintenance and repair needs 

FREE Tire & Brake Inspections
Call or visit us online to book your fast, free inspection service.

We also do:
� Exhaust Service � Brakes � Shocks � Struts � Lube � Front End Alignments � Welding � & more!

Alpine
432-837-5030

& more!

City of Alpine Interim City Manager Megan Antrim along with Environmental 
Services Coordinator Adelina Beall join staff  from TxDOT, Alpine ISD National 
Honor Society students, and volunteer community members on Nov. 13 for the 
city’s Fall Sweep-Downtown Tree Trimming Cleanup event held at Railroad Park. 

 Avalanche photo by Roxanne Hill

On Nov. 19 Desert Rose Provisions on Murphy Street in Alpine celebrated its 
grand opening with a ribbon cutting. In the photo, Alpine Ambassador Deb-
bie Jordan, Desert Rose owner Lauren Henry, and Ambassadors Sara Bow, 
Rhonda Cole, and Sheila Johnson.

Courtesy photo

Again giving back to the community, last week Lions Club of Alpine donated 
$500 to the Sunshine House Senior Center. In the photo are Lion Avi Rangra, 
Kerie Van Zeyst, and Lion John Sutterfi eld.

Courtesy photo

Desert Rose cuts the ribbon

Sprucing up Alpine

Lions give to Sunshine House

PLAYOFFS • FROM 6

Canaba talked about the 
diff erence in rushing at-
tacks, saying, “They were 
so much stronger and a 
lot more physical. Lots 
of credit to their program. 
They were bigger, faster, 
stronger. It was tough.” 

Alpine’s only score 
came with 3:47 left in 
the second quarter when 
Jayden Canaba hooked up 
with Shaun Foster for the 
fi nal touchdown of their 
high school careers. The 
two-point conversion pass 
to Tray Ervin was good. 
Alpine was down 40-0 
before their fi rst and only 
score.

The Bucks and Coach 
John Fellows will return 
a solid core with five 
offensive and five de-
fensive starters. He will 
also have talented run-
ners Oscar Velasquez 
and Ylan Hernandez and 
explosive playmakers 
Tray Ervin and Jordan 
Rodriguez who were 
the Bucks starting inside 
linebackers for much of 
the season.  

Hernandez had nine 
rushing touchdowns and 
526 yards on the season, 
while Velasquez had 43 
rushes for 310 yards and 
two touchdowns. Her-
nandez had the highest 
rushing eff ort on the sea-
son against Kermit tal-
lying 28 carries for 165 
yards and three touch-
downs. Ervin and Rodri-
guez can do a little bit of 
everything. Ervin might 
be the next signal caller 
for the Bucks, and can 
also start at linebacker 
while both running the 
ball or receiving it.   

Said Fellows on his 
tough and resilient 2021 
ball club, “Extremely 
proud of the boys. They 
went through a lot on 
and off  the fi eld through 

out the season. They nev-

er gave up on each other 

and the process. It was an 

honor to coach this group 

of young men. We wish 

the seniors the best in 

their future.”

Coach Albert DeLeon, 

the statistician for this 

year’s football team, 

lauded the freshmen, 

particularly Davian Fi-

erro and Devon Rojo, 

and the sophomore class, 

and believes Alpine has 

an excellent foundation 

moving into 2022. 

Jayden Canaba on the 

2022 squad said, “There 

are fi ve on each side of 

the ball returning. They 

are going to have a ton 

of experience, and I look 

forward to watching them 

win a district champion-

ship and a great run in the 

playoff s. I’m going to be 

their biggest fan.” 

Lubbock Roosevelt 

moves on to face the 8-3 

Brady Bulldogs in the Re-

gional semifi nals. 

www.bigbend.com
www.wtnb.com


 

lenzuela, and Nancy Hinojosa, 

who create materials for the 

school district and for pro-

grams such as STEM and FFA. 

“I think it’s cool that we’ve 

had for 80 straight years stu-

dents helping create the year-

book,” said Grisham. “It’s re-

ally a lens into the history of 

Alpine, as there are pictures 

of not just the school, but also 

the community. The students 

get a glimpse into the history 

of the school system, and they 

feel a part of it, that they are 

handing off  this legacy to the 

next generation.”  

“All the vendors I’ve 
talked to, I told them that 
the seat modules are frag-
ile, they break easily, and 
we have a lot of issues 
with them,” said Braden. 

Finally,  the board 
unanimously authorized 
a one-time payment plan 

for an additional $1,000 
to Alpine ISD full-time 
employees and $500 for 
part-t ime employees. 
Braden said that about 
$80,000 would be taken 
out of fund balance, and 
McCutchen said the funds 
would be disbursed to 

employees before the end 
of December. 

The next regularly 
scheduled Board of 
Trustees meeting is set 
for Wednesday, Dec. 15, 
at 5:30 p.m. in the AISD 
Administration Building 
board room.

Each year high schools 
across the nation celebrate 
the successes and triumphs 
of its students by captur-
ing special moments that 
include photos and other 
keepsakes from teachers, 
classmates, and friends. A 
yearbook not only keeps 
the tradition of preserving 
cherished memories alive, 
but also serves as a histori-
cal record of students and 
faculty that can be shown 
to future generations. Al-
pine High School has a long 
yearbook tradition. In 2022, 
El Ocotillo, the high school 
yearbook, will mark its 80th 
anniversary with student 
creativity, fun times, and 
special moments. Yearbook 
advisor Vaughn Grisham 
came across the vintage 
1938 yearbook that was sold 
online and found in a home 
in Del Rio. It belonged to a 
former Alpine ISD super-

intendent. Grisham noted 
there was no offi  cial high 
school campus until 1942, 
when the yearbook sequence 
started. “I have a 1947 year-
book, and there are girls in 
bikinis playing in the snow, 
and the snow is waist high!” 
exclaimed Grisham. “You 
get a real snapshot of what 
Alpine has been like, and 
there are some real surpris-
ing things.” 

Fast forward to the 2021-
2022 school year where 
Grisham’s students create 
and build the yearbook all 
on their own in his graphic 
design and photography 
class. The classes take por-
traits and photos from all the 
activities going on around 
campus, and the graphic 
design class learns the skills 
needed to compile them into 
a yearbook. 

“It’s not like a typical 
yearbook program, where 
you have a journalism 
class,” said Grisham. “The 
students are working toward 

certifi cation where there will 
be In Design, Photoshop, 
and Illustrator. When they 
graduate, they will have 
professional certifi cation in 
those fi elds.” 

Grisham said students 
can choose to go on to col-
lege and get a summer job 
at a graphic design fi rm or 
photography studio, or go 
directly to the workforce 
with its myriad of options in 
businesses that need those 
knowledgeable in graphic 
design. 

Senior Devin Doughty is 
the chief editor of El Oco-
tillo, and Grisham com-
mended him on his excellent 
work, adding that Doughty 
was the top graphic design 
student last year. 

“I have a very strong pas-
sion for technology, so when 
I saw a graphic design class, 
I didn’t hesitate to join,” said 
Doughty. 

Grisham’s other class is 
composed of seniors Derek 
Schwierjohn, Fernanda Va-

Alpine Humane Society 
Pet of the Week is Beck-
ett, and what a special 
nose he has! Beckett is 
a two-year-old domestic 
medium hair male.

Beckett would love to 
be your Thanksgiving 
guest, and stay on forever 
as a part of your family. 
There are many loving 
and gorgeous cats avail-
able for adoption at the 
Alpine Animal Shelter 
and at the Alpine Humane 
Society Cattery. Why not 
make your holidays bright 
by inviting one of them to 
be your new BFF?

Alpine Humane Society 
is seeking board mem-
bers who are passionate 
about our mission. Being 
a board member involves 
one meeting per month 
and occasional activities 
supporting our mission 
of improving the lives of 
cats and dogs in our com-
munities. If interested, 
please get in touch with 
us by email at admin@
alpinehumanesociety.org. 
Feel good about spending 
a bit of your time and en-

ergy helping animals.
Adoptions are handled 

by Alpine Animal Ser-
vices at the city shelter, 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 2-6 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday at 2900 East Old 
Marathon Highway. 

The Alpine Humane So-

ciety Thrift Store and Cat-

tery is at 706 North Fifth 

Street in Alpine. For in-

formation about adoptions 

or other services, call the 

shelter at 432-837-9030. To 

view adoptable pets, visit 

alpinehumanesociety.org.
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Because life
is meant to be 

enjoyed together, 
and keeping loved 
ones close is more 

important than 
ever…

Under new Managment.

We are ready to serve 

you TODAY!

432-837-4200
 www.pocoreatapropertiesllc.com

Come in Come in 

and check and check 

out our out our 

daily Drink daily Drink 

Specials and Specials and 

Giveaways!Giveaways!

Live Live 

music this music this 

weekend!weekend!

18YR AND UP

 WELCOMED

TRUSTED STORAGE IN THE BIG BEND

432-837-4200 
WWW.TWINPEAKSSTORAGE.NET

Under new 
Managment.
We are ready
to serve you
TODAY!

Funerals

& Cremation

We are here to meet all of your funeral,
cremation and memorial needs 
with compassion and quality service.

Serving All Faiths
A Trusted Family Business
Prompt & Personalized Service

Nancy Olvera 
600 E. Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton, Tx. 79735
432-360-5027What are you especially 

looking forward to in your 
senior year?

I am looking forward 
to playing tennis again 
this year and graduating.

What activities are you 
involved in during your 
senior year? 

I am involved in ag 
classes, football, and ten-
nis.

Who has been your most 
infl uential teacher or coach 

through high school? 
Most infl uential for me 

has been my mom and 
teacher Mrs. Pineda.

What was your favor-
ite moment the last four 
years? 

My most memorable mo-
ment was going to regionals 
in tennis with my friends.

What are your plans af-
ter high school?

Aft er high school I plan 
to get a degree in computer 
science at El Paso Commu-
nity College, then move to a 
university to fi nish.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Derek Schwierjohn

Derek Schwierjohn

Services Provided:
• Wire Transfers • Money Orders • Phone Cards • ATM

The Senior Spotlight is graciously sponsored by

We are very 
proud to 

support todays 
Youth!

PET OF THE WEEK

BAND • FROM 1

SPIRIT • FROM 1

He stressed that many 

church groups and other or-

ganizations also helped those 

in need.

Said Dodson, “Right now, 

we’re the middle man in try-

ing to fi nd needy families. 

We have some individuals 

who want to personally give 

to folks who are really in 

need. We’re helping people 

fi nd people.” 

The Sheriff ’s Offi  ce also 

uses Brown Santa donation 

money to provide Christmas 

dinner for needy families in 

the area. And once again this 

Christmas season, Brown 

Santa will deliver gifts 

to Marathon Elementary 

School students. 

Dodson expressed his ap-

preciation to all who donate, 

saying, “We already have in-

dividuals bringing stuff  to us, 

and we set out our donation 

boxes around town and hope 

people will fi ll them. Amy 

and Levi Hardy have been 

very gracious to us, and we 

appreciate all they do for the 

community.”

To donate toys - along 

with clothing and coats for 

older children - take new, 

unwrapped gifts to the Sher-

iff ’s Offi  ce by Dec. 24. To 

donate money, drop it by the 

Sheriff ’s Offi  ce or the Alpine 

Community Credit Union. At 

the credit union, tell them to 

put the money in the Brown 

Santa program, which in-

cludes heating and other as-

sistance to the needy.

The graphic design II yearbook editorial staff  includes 
Vaughn Grisham, Omar Vila, Aeris Martinez, Vanessa 
Rice, Neftali Contreras, Miah Pearce, Joslyn Bejarano 
Cobos, Cadence Jones, and Devin Doughty.

Courtesy photo

BY ROXANNE HILL

Staff  Writer

High school yearbook celebrates 80th year

www.alpinehumanesociety.org
www.twinpeaksstorage.net
www.pocoreatapropertiesllc.com


 

Dear Neil: I’ve had this 
small tree for years think-
ing it was a yaupon holly. 
This year, however, it has 
developed these fruits. Now 
I know it’s not a yaupon. 
Can you tell me what it is?

You have a Texas persim-
mon (Diospyros texana). It’s 
native to the Hill Country and 
Southwest Texas and into 
Mexico. It’s a lovely large 
shrub/small tree that does 
bear a good resemblance 
to yaupon hollies except its 
leaves are semi-evergreen 
and somewhat fuzzy. But the 
black fruit on female speci-
mens is the giveaway. This 
little tree is a handsome land-
scape addition where it can 
be grown. Unlike yaupons, 
which tolerate wet soils and 
shade, Texas persimmons 
need great drainage and 
full or nearly full sunlight. 
They’re also winter-hardy 
only to Zone 8B, meaning 
that they will freeze when 
temperatures drop into single 

digits.

Dear Neil: I have some 

iris and narcissus bulbs 

that I need to transplant. Is 

it too late to do so?

If you’re talking about 

bearded iris tubers (by far the 

most common iris), they can 

be transplanted at almost any 

time. Late September is ideal, 

but you could still do so now. 

Of course, they won’t bloom 

much if at all next spring, 

but they will establish and 

be ready the following year. 

As for the narcissus, I would 

hold off  until August. They 

are already well into produc-

ing roots and growing for 

next spring’s bloom time.

Dear Neil: As I’m collect-

ing tree leaves this month, 

can I work them into my 

garden soil? I can get some 

from neighbors’ yards, too, 

if that’s a good plan.

They’re a great source of 

organic matter, but do be 

careful not to overdo it. They 

decay very rapidly, and in that 

process they can tie up nitro-

gen so that your plants won’t 

be able to get it out of the soil. 

Run them through the mower 

to shred them, then spread up 

to one inch of the shredded 

leaves over the garden and 

rototill them into the soil to a 

depth of fi ve or six inches. Be-

fore you start planting, you’ll 

also want to work in several 

inches of compost, rotted ma-

nure, fi nely ground pine bark, 

and sphagnum peat moss. If 

you’re preparing a clay soil, 

also include one inch of ex-

panded shale as you till.

Have a question you’d 

like Neil to consider? 

Email him at mailbag@

sperrygardens.com. Neil re-

grets that he cannot reply to 

questions individually.
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TEXAS

CROSSWORD
by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  on the border in

      Starr County

  5  in Concho County

      on U.S. 83 and 87

  6  “couldn’t ____ less”

  7  TXism: “let me

      chew __  __ awhile”

  8  “get ___ of” (trash)

  9  intoxication offense

      in Texas (abbr.)

12  this Bernie was the

      fi rst Texas Southern

      player to win a

      NBA ring

17  Greek gods, e.g.

19  TXism: “busier than

      _  _____ in a

      boomtown”

21  fi rst name of “Lady

      Bird” Johnson

22  TX Tanya daughter

      Presley ______

23  once the opening

      of Lufkin hushpuppy

      event: “Gentlemen,

      ____  __’ grease”

28  TXism: “it’s ____

      bout” (close)

29  “Hamiltons”

30  TX Jaclyn Smith

      1985 fi lm (2 wds.)

31  TX Ann Sheridan

      was the “____ Girl”

35  TX Alex Caruso was

      an L.A. ______

36  she was “Sue” in

      TX Roy Orbison’s

      “The Fastest Guitar 

      Alive” (2 wds.)

42  shyness

44  “ups and _____”

46  Austin university

      (2 wds.)

  1  Johnson City 

      newspaper (2 wds.)

  2  34th governor:

      W. Lee _’______

  3  “_______ State

      Recreation Area”

  4  Gulf shrimp catcher

      (2 wds.)

  9  TXism: “___  _ little

      horse trading”

      (negotiated)

10  TXism: “__  ______ 

      ___  ___ differences”

      (reached agreement)

11  TX-born Sly Stone’s

      “Everybody __  _

      Star” (1969)

48  “______ Union

      dissolved in 1991

49  ambulance destina.

50  12 p.m.

54  Oklahoma city

52  TX Buddy Holly hit:

      “Peggy ___”

53  what TX Jordan Spieth

      uses to hold the ball

      before a drive (2 wds.)

54  discolor

56  approves

57  TX Steve

      Miller tune:

      “Living in the

      _  _  _”

58  TXism: “tough

      as ___hide”
12  college admission

      test

13  TXism: “____  __

      ____ know ain’t

      worth leaning”

      (knowledgable)

14  exceptionally good

      (hyph. wd.)

15  TXism: “nip __  __

      the bud”

16  TX Jarrett Allen

      was drafted by this

      Brooklyn NBA team

18  votin’ day (abbr.)

20  TX Trini sang

      “__ Bamba”  

23  sharp TV resolution 

24  skinny Gulf fi sh

25  slightly open door

26  TXism: “____ after”

      (resembles)

27  this Mimieux was

      in “Jackson County

      “Jail” with TX

      Tommy Lee Jones

32  “out __ kilter”

33  “__ Ed,” a talking

      horse

34  exer. class in sch.

36  an Israelite

37  TXism: “fi ts like

      ugly __  __ ape”

38  fi lm “Texas ______

      the River” (1966)

39  “picture show”

40  TXism: “he blazes

      _  ____ trail” (big)  

41  dir. to Edna from

      Port Lavaca

43  this pays more than

      a savings acct.

45  __ Jo, TX

47  “______  _ peek”

48  ex-Spurs star, Elliott

55  hymn: “_  ___ the

      Light”
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Consumer responsible for taxes. While supplies last.

Sale ends  11/30/21

Texas persimmon a handsome landscape scrub

by neil sperry

GARDENER’S 
MAILBAG

Texas persimmon fruit

www.sperrygardens.com
www.morrisonhardware.com


 
Page 10  Alpine Avalanche  Thursday, November 25, 2021

Almost everyone has a fa-
vorite holiday sweet. Some 
like cake, some like cookies, 
others like candy, but me, I 
like pie. My favorite pie is not 
a holiday pie. My favorite pie 
is key lime, because I envi-
sion myself in my later years 
sitting on the veranda sipping 
a mint julep and enjoying a 
big slice of that tart and tasty 
goodness. Since those years 
are a bit in the future, I do 
have a favorite holiday pie, 
pumpkin pie.

I am the only one in my 
family who truly loves a good 
pumpkin pie. My mom loves 
a pecan pie, my dad a mince-
meat pie ,and my brother, well 
he loves what my grandmoth-
er called syrup pie, which is 

basically just a pecan pie mi-
nus the pecans. I like a good 
pecan pie or mincemeat pie 
as well as the next person, 
but they just don’t give me 
that comfort food feeling 

like a good slice of pumpkin 
pie does. I am also not one 
of those folks who requires 
whip cream on her pumpkin 
pie, but then again, I won’t 
turn it down if it happens to 
be an option. 

I love the cinnamon and 
nutmeg, yet not so sweet taste 
pumpkin pie has to offer. 
Those warm spice fl avors set 
into that custardy fi lling really 
hit the spot. It also happens to 
be my favorite holiday break-
fast. There’s nothing better 
than a cold piece of pump-
kin pie with a glass of milk 
to get your day started. This 
of course usually gets me a 
frown from my mom and a 
chuckle from my dad. 

In most things I bake, I pre-

Favorite holiday pie

900 E. Avenue E
Alpine Texas

Come try the

McCafé Bakery, Coffee, 

Espresso Drinks 

READY TO GET 
THE DAY STARTED

Your Full Service Propane, Gasoline & Diesel 
Distributor for Brewster, Jeff   Davis & 

Presidio Counties of West Texas
ALPINE OFFICE:

3001 N. Hwy 118

Alpine Texas • 432-837-2518

MARATHON OFFICE:
300A S. US HWY 385

Marathon, TX • 432-386-4422

office@fbcalpine.com

First Baptist Church
of Alpine

Bible Study

9:45am

Worship

10:55am & 6pm

203 N. 4th St. • Alpine TX 79830 • (432) 837-2487

Big Bend Cowboy Church

90410 East US Hwy 90

Ph: 432-364-2822

Sunday Service

10:30am Coffee

11:00am Cowboy Church

www.bigbendcowboychurch.com

2004 East Highway 90  |  Alpine, Tx.

432-837-9597

www.holidayinnexpress.com

Live streaming
Sunday 10 a.m. •  Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

801 East Brown graceinalpine@gmail.com
Pastor Adam Brant • 432-837-9117

Facebook.com/gcfalpine

208 East Sul Ross Avenue

Alpine, TX 79830-4722

(432) 837-2286

First United 

Methodist 

Church

7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11AM

Buffet:
11 am-1:30pm

Monday -Friday

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

Melissa Gonzales
Restaurant General Manager

Devotional Page

ANGLICAN
ANGLICAN CHURCH IN N. AMERICA

HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN
903 Fighting Buck Ave., 837-7170

www.holycrossalpine.org
Rev. Wyatt Boutwell

APOSTOLIC
CALVARY APOSTOLIC

South Hwy. 118, 837-1720
Javier Trevino, Minister

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1802 Fort Davis Hwy., 837-2264

Pastor Clark Nussbaum

FIRST HISPANIC ASSEMBLY OF GOD
South 11th & Avenue I
Pastor Saul Ordonez

BAHA’I
BAHA’I FAITH

1202 N. 5th St., 432-538-7002

FIRST BAPTIST
4th & Sul Ross, 837-2487

HILLSIDE BAPTIST
East Hwy. 90, 837-5205

Pastor Brad McGuire

BIG BEND CHURCH
Hwy 118 @ Bee Mountain, Terlingua

SS @ 10;00
Worship @ 11:00
(432) 371-2243

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PEACE 

5th Street & Gallego Ave., 837-3304
Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
211 W. San Antonio, Marfa

(432) 729-4694
Fr. Pablo Matta, Fr. Victorino Loresca, 

Deacon Alfonso Coronado

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2nd & Sul Ross Ave., 830-515-0591
10:45 a.m. Sundays 

Wednesday Evening Service 5:15 p.m.
Curtis Wubbena, Minister

AlpinechurchTX.org

MARFA CHURCH OF CHRIST
North Austin Street

Marfa, TX 79843
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MarfaChurchofChrist@gmail.com

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
FIRST CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

6th & Sul Ross Ave., 837-2275
Pastor Lana Covington

EPISCOPAL
ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL, ALPINE

Ave A & N. 6th St., (432) 837-4133

Santa Inez, Terlingua; Chapel of St. Mary

& St. Joseph, Lajitas

www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS KINGDOM HALL

1508 N. 5th St., 837-5115

LUTHERAN
REDEEMER LUTHERAN

15th & Holland, 837-5428

Pastor Mike Fickenscher

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

208 E. Sul Ross Ave., 837-2286, 2280

Pastor Young Hoon Kang

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sunny Glen Road, 837-3779

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ST. JONAH ORTHODOX CHURCH

405 E. Gallego, 608-628-6910

V. Rev. Frederick Joseph Janecek

www.stjonahalpine.org| janecekwi@sbcglobal.net

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

5th Street & Lockhart Ave., 837-2449

Pastor Jobeth McLeod

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST OF THE BIG BEND

1308 N. 5th St

www.uubigbend.org 

OTHER
BIG BEND COWBOY CHURCH

E. U.S. Highway 90, 254-631-8582, 432-364-2822

Wendel Elliott, Pastor

bigbendcowboychurch.com

GRACE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

801 E. Brown, 386-6203

Mark & Shirley Williams, ministers

www.facebook.com/gcfalpine/

ST. LUKE’S MISSIONARY EPISCOPAL

Welcomes you.

Holy Communion 11 am Sunday

1102 North 5th Street, Alpine, 837-1653

Father Henry- Pastor

ZEN MEDITATION
Morning Glory Sangha 

Rev. Jean O’Cuilinn, Minister, 364-2462 

Laura Belkin, 729-3063 

6 p.m. Monday Nights 

Unitarian Universalist Church 1308 N.5th St.

2838 AI

Alpine Branch
PO Box 2021 • Alpine, Texas 79831

432-837-1888 • 432-837-1889 fax
“Your People to People” Bank

Fort Davis

State Bank

This Devotional and Directory are sponsored by these businesses who encourage us to attend worship services.

Send updates to:
editor@alpineavalanche.com

708 E. Ave. E, Alpine, TX 79830
P.O. Box 25, Alpine, TX 79831

Off ice: 432-837-3325
Fax: 432-837-3326 • Res: 432-837-3761

Cell: 432-386-6773
www.jwCarpenter.com

John W. Carpenter,
Owner/Broker

BAM Automotive
1200 Hwy 118 South. • Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-0890 – Fax 432-837-0826

M-F 8am-5pm Closed for Lunch

Full Service Automotive Repair
Texas State Inspection Station

Exhaust Installation 

Lube & Oil Changes • Welding Repair

Holy Cross
Anglican Church

Holy Communion Sunday 10:30am
Wed. Evening 6:00pm

Wed. Evening Bible Study 6:30pm

Pastor - Damien GroutPastor Wyatt Boutwell

1901 W. Highway 90

Alpine, Texas 79830

432-837-5918

ALPINE SMALL ANIMAL AND 
LARGE ANIMAL SERVICES

Mary Dodson, D.V.M. | Zach Dodson, D.V.M.

2301 E. Hwy. 90
Alpine, TX 79830

432-837-5819

by kara gerbert

HEAD OVER 
MEALS

Tis the Season
The holiday season is upon us. That time of 

frustration and anxiety that ends the year is at 
hand. The stress of preparing perfect parties 
and holiday feasts.What gift to give family, 
friends, coworkers? Maybe there is a white 
elephant exchange, and you don’t have any 
white elephants. Our modern traditions heap 
a lot of responsibility on us. We work so hard 
to enjoy the holiday. We can gift and decorate 
ourselves to joy. Right?

This year the buying has started early. Black 
Friday wasn’t enough - we created Cyber-
Monday. With the pandemic restrictions of 
2020, that whole thing got pushed on-line so 
they could bombard us with multitudes of op-
portunities to feel like we are missing out on 
a deal. Black Friday all month. Yay! And this 
year tens of thousands of container ships are 
milling about unable to dock. And we don’t 
have enough truck drivers, so they say. How 
will Christmas come without presents and hol-
iday clothes and imported hams and Harry & 
David fruit boxes? From where will come our 
salvation from all these delays and shortages?

On the serious side, the holidays can be hard 
for non-consumer reasons. Maybe for you it is 
a time of darkness, depression, and grief. The 
daylight is just too short, and the nighttime too 

long. Maybe you are like so many I know who 
lost a loved one around Christmas. How will 
anything ever be festive again?

It sounds cliché, but we need to go back to 
the holy days. We fi ght our fi ghts over putting 
the Christ back in Christmas, the creche over 
Santa’s sleigh, but the reality is even when we 
do that we seem to keep the consumerism. We 
have to buy the right cards to send, put the 
right sticker on our car, make up t-shirts and 
share memes. We put ourselves right back into 
the stress, but now we’re stressed for Jesus.

That is not the good news of Christmas. 
God is faithful throughout history. God is with 
us. God loves us. There is nothing we can do 
to earn that love, it just is. And God loved the 
world so much, that he already sent his only 
Son to save us, to reconcile us, to show us that 
the way of the world is sin and death. We can 
be free of all of that. Linus had it right all along.

“For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And 
this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall fi nd the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.” Luke 
2:11-14 KJV

BY REV. STEPHEN WHITE, PASTOR
First United Methodist Church, Alpine and Marfa

Libby’s Famous Pumpkin Pie

Directions:
Mix sugar, cinnamon, 

salt, ginger, and cloves 
in small bowl. Beat eggs 
in large bowl. Stir in 
pumpkin and sugar-spice 
mixture. Gradually stir 
in evaporated milk. Pour 
into pie shell.

Bake in preheated 425° 

F oven for 15 minutes. Re-
duce temperature to 350° 
F; bake for 40 minutes or 
until knife inserted near 
center comes out clean. 
Cool on wire rack for two 
hours. Serve immediately 
or refrigerate.

Makes 10 servings.

Ingredients
3/4 cup granulated 

sugar
1 teaspoon ground cin-

namon
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground 

ginger
1/4 teaspoon ground 

cloves
2 large eggs

1 can (15 ounces) Lib-
by’s 100% Pure Pumpkin

1 can (12 ounces) Nes-
tle Carnation evaporated 
milk, or substitute with 
equal amount lactose-
free or almond cooking 
milk

1 unbaked 9-inch (4-
cup volume) deep-dish 
pie shell

fer to make them from scratch, 
but not so much a pumpkin 
pie. I am perfectly content 
with the recipe on the can of 
Libby’s pumpkin pie mix. It is 
a no fuss and no muss way to 
a gal’s heart. So, grab yourself 
a can of that pumpkin puree, 
read the label for the pie recipe, 
and get to baking!

Questions, comments, or 
suggestions? Contact Kara 
at foodie9372@gmail.com.

www.holidayinnexpress.com
www.morrisonhardware.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
www.bigbendepiscopalmission.org
www.holycrossalpine.org
www.stjonahalpine.org
www.jwcarpenter.com
www.uubigbend.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.alpinechurchtx.org
www.bigbendcowboychurch.com
www.facebook.com/gcfalpine
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410 N. Fifth Street

P.O. Box 418

Alpine, Texas 79830

Offi ce 432-837-5801
Fax 432-837-3509

Kristin@ellysonabstract.com • www.ellysonabstract.com

ABSTRACT AND TITLE

CONTRACTOR SERVICESBAIL BONDS

FreedomFreedom

Bail BondsBail Bonds
432-837-3293432-837-3293

24 Hour Service • 24 Hour Service • Major Credit Cards AcceptedMajor Credit Cards Accepted

Most Major Brands of Tires
Complete Muffler & Tailpipe Repair • Brakes • Shocks

Struts • Front End Alignments
24 Hr. Emergency Service

2601 E. Hwy 90, Alpine • 432-837-5030

AUTO

Call for Appointment

432-837-9789
511 W. Holland • Alpine

XPEL Paint Protection Film

Window Tinting • Auto Storage

Auto Detailing • Ceramic Coating

AUTO

BANKING

MEMBER FDIC          EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS 410435 |  877.493.7862 | WTNB.com

Lobby & Drive-Up
Services Available!

Proudly Serving Our Community
ALPINE BRANCH

101 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

432.837.3375

INSIDE THE ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT

805 W. AVENUE E.

Shop ReReads online at 

AlpinePublicLibrary.org

BOOKS

Family Owned & Operated

DWAYNE AND

JASON MURRELL
Served Alpine Since 1995 • Over 30 Years Experience

506 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine • 432-837-7275
Towing Available • Estimates

Insurance Work Accepted
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5006 WW H ll d A Al i 4322 88377 772775

BODY SHOP

CLOCK REPAIR

Family owned for 30 years.

509 W. Holland Ave. Alpine Tx.
mitchellsfurniture@gmail.com

432-837-0070

FURNITURE

HOME HEALTH

432-837-5907
www.agavehomehealth.com

Your only locally owned and operated 

Home Health Care Agency since 2011 

Serving the communities of

Alpine, Fort Davis, Marathon, Marfa,

Presidio, Redford & Shafter.

Our skilled services are customized to each individual’s health care needs.

We offer the following services in the privacy of your own home

Skilled 

Nursing

Physical 

Therapy

Occupational 

Therapy

Speech 

Therapy

432•837•5533          www.inoutrental.com

Equipment Rental

Delivery Available

604 W. Holland Ave., Alpine, Tx 79830

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

DRUG STORE

Jill Jahn
PharmD

Owner/Pharmacist in charge

Monday-Friday
8 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-Noon

HIGHLAND DRUG

504 East Avenue E | Alpine, TX 79830

(432)837-3931

HOTELS

2271 West Interstate 10
Fort Stockton, TX 79735 

(432) 336-9600
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com

2115 Interstate 10 W.
Fort Stockton, TX 79734

432-336-7000 
800-780-7234

www.bestwestern.com

DENTAL

T O  A D V E R T I S E  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S  C A L L  4 3 2 - 8 3 7 - 3 3 3 4

O R  E M A I L  P U B L I S H E R @ A L P I N E AVA L A N C H E . C O M

www.ellysonabstract.com
www.inoutrental.com
www.wtnb.com
www.agavehomehealth.com
www.fortstockton.hamptoninn.com
www.bestwestern.com
www.alpinepubliclibrary.org


 

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT/LEASE FOR RENT/LEASE HELP WANTED

Avalanche Classifieds
ERRORS - Please check your 

ad the fi rst day of publication. We 
are only responsible for the fi rst 
incorrect insertion of any ad. Pub-
lisher’s liability for damages result-
ing from errors in any advertising 
that it has agreed to publish shall 
be limited to the amount actu-
ally received by the publisher in 
consideration for its agreement to 
publish the advertisement in ques-

tion. It shall not be responsible for 
any consequential damages suf-
fered by any party.

DEADLINES - All ads are due 

in the offi  ce by 12:00 (noon) on 

Tuesday.

HOURS- 
You may 
place your 
ad in person 
at 118 N. 5th 
St., Alpine, 
TX 79831 
from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

Call 432-837-3334.
CANCELLATIONS - All ads 

may be cancelled for the next 
publication until 12:00 (noon) on 
the Monday before publication.

ACCEPTANCE - � e pub-
lisher wants to do everything that 
is possible within the confi nes of 
good taste and legal constraints 
to help you advertise your prod-
uct or service to the best advan-
tage. We reserve the right to edit 
or reject any copy or insertion 

that does not meet our standards 
of acceptance. � e Alpine Ava-
lanche does not run ads for any-
one whose balance on previous 
ads is not current.

PAYMENT - All Classifi ed Ads 
must be paid in advance.

EMAIL - Send your Classi-
fi ed Ads to the Alpine Avalanche 
by email at bookkeeping@alpine
avalanche.com.

$10
FOR 20 WORDS

30¢ FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL WORD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED
PAYMENTS: MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE • CASH • CHECK • CREDIT 

Subscribe
today!

432.837.3334

www.alpine
avalanche.com

604 n. 6TH St. 

East, Marathon.  

½ a city block in 

Marathon.  Call 

325-668-1390 

MOBILE HOMES 

FOR RENT

For rent – We have 

spaces for trailers.  

Country Quiet, 

City Close, TWIN 

PEAKS PARK CALL 

432-386-3965 for 

more details.  

Mobile homes 

and spaces. Close 

to Sul Ross Uni-

versity.  Frontier 

Mobile Home Vil-

lage. 907 N. 10th 

St. Alpine.  Call 

432-837-2736   

COMMERCIAL 

SPACE:

OFFICE SPACE 

FOR LEASE - Large 

offi  ce space for 

lease in down-

town Alpine at 

123 N. 6th St. 

across from the 

Brewster County 

Courthouse.  

Available after 

December 1st. 

Please call 432-

364-0500 or 432-

294-1480 or email 

np@bigbend.net 

for an appoint-

ment to view or 

with any ques-

tions.   

FORT DAVIS 

HOUSE FOR RENT, 

$1600 per month. 

432-249-0030. 

Rentals Available. 

Call Rhonda Cole 

432-837-5539 

407 E. Lockhart 

#7, 1 BR/1 Bath, 

Rent $795.00 /mo  

+ Deposit, 432-

249-0293

407 E. Lockhart #4, 

1 BR/1Bath, Rent 

$599.00 + Deposit, 

432-249-0293

LUXURY DUPLEX 

FOR LEASE - Spa-

cious 3bd/2ba 

duplex for lease, 

across from the 

golf course, 

quiet neighbor-

hood, fenced 

backyard with 

covered back 

patio, one car 

garage, stove 

and frig fur-

nished with 

laundry area. NO 

PETS ALLOWED. 

Available after 

December 1.  

432-364-0500 or 

432-294-1480 or 

np@bigbend.net

House for 

Rent: 3BR/2BA; 

available 

early December; 

central air and 

heat, hardwood 

floors, 9ft ceil-
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PROPANE

ALPINE  |  432.837.2518  |  MARATHON

432-386-4422

GAS  |  DIESEL  |  PROPANEEE

SEPTIC SERVICES

Specializing in Ranch & Rural Properties in the Big
Bend & Highlands of West Texas

(888)729-4424 • (432)249-0401
P.O. Box 726, Marfa,TX 79843

Cleat L. Stephens, Broker

cleat@fi ndaranch.com

FindARanchOutWest.com

WELL SERVICE

SPA

432-837-4101  | Cell: 432-294-0351
201 E. Holland  | Alpine 

Angie Portillo 
HAIR STYLIST

REAL ESTATE

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

REAL ESTATE

ings, large extra 

room, carport, 

large fenced 

garden area, 

well, responsible 

for yard. $1,225/

mo + damage 

deposit. 432-

364-1700

HELP WANTED

Holiday Inn 

Express is seek-

ing dedicated 

employees to fi ll 

front desk, night 

audit, and house-

keeping positions. 

Please apply in 

person at 2004 

East Highway 90.  

WANT TO BUY:

I buy cast iron 

skillets please text 

or call 512-963-

7533 No Charge 

JT, Run TFN

The Alpine 
Community

Credit Union
is now hiring for
full-time teller.

Please come by

111 N 2nd St, Alpine

or call (432) 837-5156,

for job description and 

application.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Shipping/Receiving Clerk with NEW PAY RATE 
OF $15.00 per hour to start. Opportunity to earn 
$16.00/per hour upon competent comple� on 
of training. Fast Track to Management

Responsibili� es include loading and 
unloading, forkli�  opera� on, prepara� on 
of shipping documents, verify deliveries, 
maintain warehouse and other general 
du� es.  Requirements: Must be willing to work 
fl exible hours including evenings, weekends 
and holidays, ability to work independently, 
verbal and wri� en communica� on skills, 
working knowledge of computers and forkli�  
experience preferred.  Opportunity to move 
to Supervisor level and pay within the fi rst 6 
months of employment.  Must be able to pass 
a pre-employment drug screen. 

Interested candidates should email or fax 
resume to (432)729-3071 Ext. 607 or texashr@
villagefarms.com, applica� ons are also 
available at Village Farms Security Sta� ons 3 
Miles N. Hwy 17 Marfa, TX or 3 Miles S. Hwy 
17 FT. Davis, TX.  

Now hiring 

experienced 

caregivers for the 

elderly in Alpine.

Must be over 18, have a valid

picture ID, reliable transportation

to work, and a clean background.

Pay rates range depending on

the clients’ needs.

Apply at
http://app.jobvite.com/m?305B8mwF.

Call Karen at 432-580-2000

for information.

Texas Home Health/Accentcare.

Accentcare.com 

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

432-837-3334 | www.alpineavalanche.com

On Tuesday, Brewster County 

Judge Eleazar Cano ordered all 

individuals living in the county 

to stay at home in their place of 

residence, prohibited all pub-

lic or private gatherings of any 

size, shut down all but essential 

businesses, and banned all travel 

except for essential activities.

In addition, he imposed a coun-

ty-wide curfew that ordered mem-

bers of the public to remain at their 

residences between 10 p.m.-5 a.m.

Cano’s supplemental order was 

effective at 11:59 p.m. on March 

31, and will continue until 11:59 

p.m. on April 7. The 

order can be seen in 

its entirety at the 

Alpine Avalanche 

Facebook page or 

alpineavalanche.

com.

As of press time, 

no cases of the coro-

navirus had yet been 

identi� ed in the Tri-County area.

Then at an emergency meeting 

Wednesday, the court designated 

Alpine pediatrician Dr. Ekta Es-

covar as the Brewster County lo-

cal health authority as it pertains 

to COVID-19 subject matter, 

and Cano said her duties could 

possibly expand in the future. 

Commissioner, Pct. 1, Betse 

Esparza pointed out that the 

county and the commissioners 

had already been named in a 

lawsuit and that Escovar could 

be a part of legal action in the 

future. Escovar con� rmed that 

she was aware.

Big Bend Regional Medi-

cal Center CEO Rick Flores 

clari� ed that Escovar would be 

functioning with the county as 

an independent medical provider 

and not as a representative of the 

Medical Center.

Also on Tuesday, Governor 

Greg Abbott told Texans to stay 

at home except for essential 

services and activities, and an-

nounced that schools would re-

main closed until at least May 4.

Abbott’s order goes into ef-

fect at 12:01 tonight and lasts 

until April 30, aligning it with 

the new end date for social-dis-

tancing guidelines announced 

by President Donald Trump on 

Monday.

The order supersedes the one 

Abbott issued March 19 limiting 

social gatherings to 10 people. 

The new order narrows that sig-

nificantly, and asks Texans to 

minimize social gatherings and 

in-person contact with people who 

are not in the same household.

INSIDE

Serving the Big Bend and Davis Mountains Country since 1891

Vol. 129 • No. 14 

Thursday, April 2, 2020  •  $1

BY ROXANNE HILL

Staff  Writer

BY GAIL DIANE YOVANOVICH

Managing Editor

See ONLINE • 6

See SHUTDOWN • 6

Alpine Middle School 

� fth grade math teacher 

Amanda Bolaños holds 

a sign showing love and 

encouragement to her 

students in the face of 

the school closures due 

to the coronavirus.

Technology and learn-

ing go hand in hand, and 

Alpine ISD is at the fore-

front, making sure stu-

dents are still fulfilling 

their educational respon-

sibilities, despite the state-

wide school shutdown due 

to COVID-19 concerns. 

Alpine High School 

Principal Justin Gonza-

les said 60% of the high 

school students were using 

a program called Edgenu-

ity, a leading provider of 

online learning for kinder-

garten through 12th grade. 

AISD uses online 

instruction for 

at-home learning 
Cano shuts down county

Lunch from the lunch ladies

Orders shelter-in-place, curfew

Eleazar 

Cano

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION

MAILED TO YOUR DOOR
$42

http://app.jobvite.com/m?305b8mwf
www.accentcare.com
www.villagefarms.com
www.avalanche.com
www.alpineavalanche.com
www.findaranchoutwest.com
www.skinnersdrillingbigbend.com
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There is a $1,000 signing bonus for new hires. (terms and conditions apply)

For more information we invite you to visit 

http://www.bigbend.net/employment/

Please mail your application or resume to

BBT, Attn:  HR, 808 N. 5th St.,  Alpine, TX  79830

Or email resume to:  HR@bigbend.com

Please no phone calls.

EOE

BBT participates in E-Verify and promotes a Drug-Free Workplace.

AVAILABLE  POSITIONS

A career opportunity is available in the Big Bend 
area. BBT is looking for a Technology Service 
Associate to provide excellent customer service with 
advanced technology while living and working in the 
Terlingua/Lajitas area. The job entails networking 
comprehension, Wi-Fi services, installation and 
troubleshooting of fi xed wireless, fi ber optics, copper, 
and satellite platforms. In this ever changing industry, 

applicant must be able to adapt to change and make decisions based on established procedures. Must possess and 
utilize good customer service skills along with being able to work in the desert outdoors. Position requirements 
are minimum High School Diploma or GED equivalent with 2 years of experience in a related fi eld. Applicants must 
possess a valid driver license, have a good driving record and be insurable under the Company’s insurance policy. 
Being technically inclined would be ideal for this position. There is a $1,000 signing bonus for new hires (terms and 
conditions apply) and long-term career potential for the right applicant. 

Technology Service 

Associate

Commercial

Sales Associate

If you are looking to start a new and exciting career, have strong 
communication skills and enjoy the challenge of meeting and 
exceeding your income goals, Big Bend Telephone is the perfect 
place to start.  The ideal candidate will generate business with 
customers/prospects and propose exceptional technology 
solutions to enhance business operations and solve issues.  
Training, using leading edge sales tools and tactics to promote 
and sell BBT products and services, will be provided.  Responsibilities and qualifi cations are as follows but not limited to:

• Develop new accounts by researching and identifying potential leads, soliciting new business, building   
             connections, providing technical information and advice, and preparing quotes
• Drive continued sales by checking established accounts and suggesting new and related products and explain 
             and provide basic training on products and technical features
• Stay informed of market changes with technology by attending educational workshops and reviewing 
             professional  publications.
• Accept ownership for maintaining and expanding sales and accomplishing assigned individual and team tasks 
             and goals.  
• Ability to understand ROI and Business Plans.

Applicant must be able to travel, stay overnight, and work overtime on weekends and holidays, as needed.  Competitive 
applicants must possess a valid driver’s license, have a good driving record as well as be insurable under the Company’s 
insurance policy. Competitive compensation and Benefi ts Package are included. There is a $1,000 signing bonus for new hires 
(terms and conditions apply).

Construction  Technicians

Great opportunity for Individuals  who enjoy working outdoors.  
Previous telecom work experience would also be a plus.  
Individuals should expect physically demanding assignments 
as well as an 80 lb. lifting requirement.  Candidates will need 
to possess basic computer skills.  Also, candidates may be 
required to work overtime and/or weekends and holidays 
as needed.  Individuals must have CDL license, or be able to 
obtain one within 90 days of employment. There is a $1,000 
signing bonus for new hires (terms and conditions apply).

Posting Title: Assistant General Manager

Job Type: Part Time

Responsibilities:
This Assistant General Manger position will 
directly support the General Manager in basic 
office management and may include IT, filing, 
technical work in the field, permitting and 
rule review.

This position will report directly to the 
General Manager and will fill the General 
Manager’s position after an 18-month 
training and probation period.

Required Qualification:
 • Strong communication skills; both
  verbally and in writing.
 • Working knowledge of Office
  Programs
 • Ability to work independently 
 • The ability to work outside at times
 • Some travel to trainings is required

Apply to: Brewster County Groundwater
   Conservation District
   General Manager Summer Webb
   bcgwcd@gmail.com

Call (432)386-3437 with questions

THE CITY OF 

 ALPINE 

IS HIRING!

FOR A LIST OF OPEN 

POSITIONS VISIT THE 

CITY’S WEBSITE AT 

WWWCITYOFALPINE.

COM/EMPLOYMENT.

THE HOTEL PAISANO in 

MARFA

is accepting applications for the 

following positions:

Front Desk Clerk Overnight,
10 p.m.-7 a.m. Monday-Wednesday/

Thursday

Front Desk Clerk, Part time, 
evenings/weekends, 2-10 p.m.

Gift Shop Clerk, Part-time,
retail experience required, hours TBD

Housekeeping, Part-time

Maintenance, Handyman
skills/experience required

Applications available at the front desk 

or email:

manager.hotelpaisano@gmail.com
for an online application.

 References required.

Jett's Grill 

at the Hotel Paisano 

is accepting applications for the 
following FOH positions:

Servers, will train

Bartenders, experience preferred.

Applications available on property or email

jettsgrillrestaurant @gmail.com

Merchandiser /
Delivery Driver

Position will assist in the daily 
operations of the organization.

Contributes to area sales objectives by 
delivering, servicing, and developing 

assigned route.

Communicates well/utilizes time 
management skills wisely.

Experience delivering product.

Experience using handheld equipment.
 

JOB QUALIFICATIONS:
Valid Driver’s License

Must be able to lift and carry 48lbs
Must be insurable.

Excellent written and verbal 
communication skills are required.

Have the ability to work under 
minimal supervision.

Good customer service skills.

To apply, go to

www.lnfdistributors.com

Warehouse
Perform Daily Inventory Counts.

Replenish inventories in warehouse.

Receive over-the-road trailers 

utilizing forklift with in-bound beer 

from brewery.

Re-stack and rotate beer.

Consolidate beer rows to ensure that 

beer is properly rotated.

Consolidate all damage beer

at the end of shift for the repack 

process to follow.

Check for code dates on all packages.

Drive forklifts and work

in a safe manner.

Load all orders on trucks.

Miscellaneous duties as needed.

To apply, go to

www.lnfdistributors.com

ALPINE, TEXAS
101 E. SUL ROSS AVENUE

104 N. 2ND STREET

(432) 837-1182

Now hiring multiple positions 

within both Alpine and

Fort Davis Locations.

Flexible Hours and School 

Schedule. Please apply at any 

of our locations in person.

EOE.

NOW HIRING

Village Farms

Office Manager – manage all administrative 
activity in an assigned greenhouse to 
effectively assist the local management team 
by ensuring efficiency and accuracy of all 
reported information to end users

 • Purchase supplies, track deliveries
  and inventory

 • Manage housekeeping department
 • Update labor tracking system with
  employee information

 • Prepare and submit payroll data for
  processing 

 • Perform customer service functions
  by answering employee requests and
  questions

 • Bi-lingual (English/Spanish)
  required

Full time position with competitive benefits 
package which includes: vacation, health, 
dental, vision, life and STD insurance, & 
401k retirement plan

Contact Information:

Please call 682-647.1214 x 469 for any 
inquiries and resumes can be submitted to 
aanderson@villagefarms.com
Applications @ Village Farms Security 
Stations 3 miles N. Hwy 17, Marfa or 3 
miles S. Hwy 17, Fort Davis 

IS HIRING

 CDL DRIVERS.

Please come by 

1406 W. Hwy 90, 

or call 

432-837-7179 

to apply. 

NOTICE

APPLICATION HAS BEEN 

MADE WITH THE TEXAS 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

COMMISSION FOR A 

OFF PREMISE BEER 

AND WINE PERMIT 

BY C.O. JONES ENT., 

LLC DBA AMIGOS, TO 

BE LOCATED AT 610 

W. HOLLAND AVENUE, 

ALPINE, BREWSTER, 

TEXAS. OFFICERS OF 

SAID CORPORATION 

ERIC FAUST, MEMBER.
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LOOKING
for Full time or part time work?

WE CAN HELP!
We are currently looking to hire

MORNING SHIFTS.
6am-2pm or 8am-5pm

We can accomadate any schedule you have
• Starting pay - $10/ per hour
• Closing pays 10% more per hour
• 5% weekend differential
• Benefits- Health and 401K
• Overtime Available 
• Paid Vacation
• College Assistance 
• Flexiable schedule
• Uniform provided
• Discounts on meals

Text “mcdworksforme” to 36453
Mcdonalds.com/careers

900 E. Avenue E Alpine Texas

For information, 
please call 432-837-4812

Applications can be picked up at
our locations or online at: 

pchsmedclinic.org 

Applications maybe picked up at
1605 N. Ft. Davis Hwy.

Please call us before arrival
432-837-4812

• HOUSEKEEPING

•MEDICAL DOCTOR

•FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER

•FULL TIME- NURSE SUPERVISOR

•DENTIST
Must be licensed in the
State of Texas
Alpine Location

• PART TIME - DENTAL  
HYGIENIST, Alpine Location

• PART TIME- CALL 

  CENTER, OPERATOR

Look Who’s Hiring?

Please stop by and pick up 
applications at the 

Gage Hotel• Front Desk 
Marathon TX

Find great job opportunities with us.

• GROUNDSKEEPER

• KITCHEN STAFF

• LINE COOK

• HOUSEKEEPING

TransPecos Banks continues to grow and 
needs additional hard working, dedicated 
employees to fi ll the following positions. All 
positions require a high school diploma or 
GED. Credit and background checks will be 
performed. 
 
UNIVERSAL TELLERS - We are hiring part 
time tellers for our Alpine and Marathon 
locations. Must be customer friendly, and 
able to work quickly and accurately with 
numbers. Experience a plus.
 
Compensation based on related experience. 

Please apply at 
www.tranpecosbanks.com 

Equal Opportunity Employer.  
Member FDIC. 

TransPecos Banks, 

P. O. Box 9600, Alpine, Texas 

432-837-0094

  The Area Agency on Aging, a division of the Rio Grande 

Council of Governments, announces the following position: 

 

      Program Specialist – Service Coordination 
 

                               Full-time position 

    Located in the agency’s Satellite Office in Marfa, TX 

            

         Application and job description available at 

                               www.riocog.org 

 

                          Closing date:  Until filled 

The Rio Grande  

Council of Governments 

 

www.alpineavalanche.com

www.riocog.org
www.tranpecosbanks.com
www.mcdonalds.com/careers
www.pchsmedclinic.org
www.alpineavalanche.com

