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Pondering the necessity of
bird dogs willing to put up
with their owners

By Ralph Bartholdt

heard a story about a

bird dog that couldn’t

be trained, and usually

ran off flushing pheas-
ants and Huns a quarter
mile away in the
wrong direction.
One day the dog, an
English pointer,
sprinted off after
scent and its owner
sighed, realizing he would
get rid of the darned dog as
soon as he returned to the
ranch. Maybe trade him for
a weaner pig, a lame ewe or
a one-legged hen.

Then, just when the dog
was barely visible on the
horizon, it flushed a brace
of pheasant. The roosters
flew up, cackled and caught
a breeze. They flew toward
the man who was unpre-
pared for this bouquet of
good fortune. He kneeled by
a fence-row of wait-a-min-
ute vine and the birds kept
coming. He jacked a shell
into the chamber of his gun.
The birds kept coming.
They quit pumping their
wings and set them instead,
into a glide. They were
heading directly toward the
field edge and cover where
the man kneeled, and he
shot both of the birds as
they passed over like ducks
coming into a set of decoys.

It was a good day.

He kept the dog.

Paging through gun dog
magazines I am often atten-
tive to the names of the
canines and their ostensible
cunning, pleasant demeanor
and lack of flash. Just plain
solid dogs, obviously well
mannered, with instincts as
sharp as razor wire and
photogenic even at full leap
into water bristling with
fraggle ice. They are dogs
my pals and I could hope to
find maybe once in our lives
for a season, if luck held
out, until their real owners

come to claim them.

We found a chocolate lab
in a field once with a farm-
house a half mile away and
hunted with it for the day
before taking it home.

Poor lost baby. Not a bad
pup. Fair nose. Par on the

retrieve. We fed it

H untlng cans of veal and liv-
column

er Alpo and proba-
bly would have
named it Lancelot
or Bruiser if the farmer
hadn’t called to ask for his
dog back. We awkwardly
tottered in his driveway,
hands in our pockets, mov-
ing in and out of that gray
shade that seeks to decipher
perverse or good intentions
until the farmer generously
adjudicated, “Feel free to
come hunt with her any-
time. She needs the exer-
cise.”

A friend of mine named
his English pointer for the
first game it flushed. We
hunted an overgrown log-
ging road when the pup
nosed into a stand of alder
and kicked out a cow and
calf moose that trotted our
way on high legs, apparent-
ly miffed. “Moose!” My
friend yelled, and the dog
came running.

This scenario repeated
itself and turned into a hab-
it. He yelled, “Moose!” And
the pointer, ears pinned
back and tail tucked, beat a
path to its owner’s side — as
the owner beat a path for
cover.

Moose, the pointer, grew
up big and he liked to hog
the front seat of the Jeep
Wrangler that my friend
drove to hunting spots in
Eastern Washington, Idaho
and Montana. Like a lot of
dogs of this breed, Moose
became a nonconformist as
a teenager preferring to
range far from adults and
he may have hunted all
three states by himself in
an afternoon, but we could

never tell for sure. The
practice continued into his
later life. He usually
returned to us worn out,
dragging his tongue, but in
good spirits. A few quail
feathers stuck to the side of
his mouth, and he slept the
entire drive home.

This was before my bud-
dy had children. Children
consider a working dog a
digit of their extended fami-
ly, which prevents its sale
no matter how inept the
mutt is in the field. When
my friend traded his dog
for an over-under shotgun, I
noticed the blood pressure
pills disappeared from his
medicine cabinet and he
took a certain pleasure
hunting over other people’s
dogs. When their pooches
displayed bad form, ate
birds, failed to fetch or for-
got their raison d’etre, he
did not offer advice or cri-
tique. Without a dog he had
become a gentleman, almost
a squire, who held his gun
gracefully at port arms
ready for a flush, instead of
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swinging it about like a bull
rider as he had when he
used to scan the horizon for
his errant bird hound. He
now chatted amicably and
astutely. Even his vocabu-
lary changed.

But that was years ago.
When I spoke to him the
other day, I noticed a sharp-
er edge to his usually tem-
pered demeanor and just a
modicum of grit, hearken-

ing back to the old days
when Moose disappeared
into the next county until
suppertime.

A heard a whimper in the
background.

“What’s up?” I asked.

“Not a whole lot,” he
pined. “Got a new dog.”

“Really? That’s nice.
How’s it hunting?”

There was a pause like
the one when we stood in
the farmer’s driveway with
our hands in our pockets.

“The kids really like it,”
he ventured.

It’s a Lab, he said. And it’s
already become a digit of
the extended family.
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First deer

Megan Otis with
her first deer in
Paradise Valley

from Emigrant
taken in the 2018
season.

Photo courtesy of
Jason Otis
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Winter’s Tales

By Bruce Auchly
FWP Region 4 Information Officer

t is alleged that when Rogers

Hornsby, a baseball star of un-

believable talent 100 years ago,

was asked how he got through the
winter, he responded:

“People ask me what I do in winter
when there’s no baseball. I'll tell you
what I do. I stare out the window and
wait for spring.”

When it comes to hunting and fish-
ing and many other outdoor pursuits,
that’s many of us.

Yes, yes, there are exceptions to
everything. There are elk shoulder
seasons, for example. And ice fishing.
Even ice climbing.

Equally, there are excuses for
everything. I don’t need elk meat bad
enough to struggle through deep snow
drifts in below zero temperatures.

Occasionally, there is a sunny, calm
day on a frozen lake when big fish are
biting like crazy. Occasionally.

And ice climbing or winter moun-
taineering? Oh, forget it.

In northern latitudes like Montana,
winter is time to meet, plan and spend.
Gather friends and family to plan va-

cations, long and short, for the coming
year. Then figure how best to spend
money to reach those goals.

It’s also time to clean and repair
equipment. At the end of last sum-
mer did you remember to replace the
frayed line on your fishing reel? Or
did you put it away quickly, thinking
you would get around to it, meanwhile
grabbing the gun for a trip to the hills.

Speaking of firearms, how clean is
that antelope, or deer or elk, rifle fired
last fall?

Cleaning and repairing sure is
cheaper than replacing. And that’s not
even considering the big-ticket items
like a boat, pickup or camper.
Perhaps fly-tying or reloading ammu-
nition is your thing. Those winter past
times are low tech and can yield fun,
educational and rewarding equipment
that eventually helps fill the freezer.

Making one’s own equipment is also
a way to bypass expensive, high-tech
gadgets that may tempt our ethics.

All of which brings us back to base-
ball and an ethical discussion fit for a
midwinter’s night.

Recently, Major League Baseball
has been in an uproar over the use of
modern technology to cheat, tipping
off the batter to what a pitcher is going
to throw.

What is cheating in hunting? Of
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course, it’s illegal to use drones, night
vision goggles and remote operated
cameras to hunt game.

There is also ethical hunting that looks
askance at legal but unfair equipment.
Once upon a time, it was considered
unfair to use a scope on a hunting rifle.
How quaint.

In today’s world we have at our
disposal every technological advan-
tage: fish finders, GPS units and bow
sights that glow in dim light. And that
does not even touch stuff like no-scent,
lightweight, waterproof and windproof
clothing.

Let’s be clear. Advances in gear and
clothing are wonderful. It’s up to the
individual whether they are fair. The
problem is not technology but what it
does to us. It can lead us to believe that
conveniences are a shortcut to knowl-
edge and practice.

Perhaps an invisible line is crossed
when we no longer use mechanical
aids but are used by them.

Trying to hit a major league curve-
ball without advance knowledge is
tough. On a different level, hunting
and fishing can be tough, too. And they
should be.

Somewhere lies the invisible line
between too much technology and not
enough ethics. And that’s something to
ponder on a long winter’s evening.
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* 24 Hour Convenience Store and Fuel
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One-pound Burgers * 10 Acres of Free Overnight Parking
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¢ Reinforced rubber
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abrasion resistance

e Lightweight and
comfortable
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non-insulated
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. Photos curtes Brittay Sir
Gathered around a couple of harvested bull elk are, from left, Raelyn Sukhbir, Kyle Sukhbir and Wyatt Sukhbir
with Jeremy Yoakam and Chad Yoakam with Kyle and Chad’s 2018 bulls. This was Chad’s first bull harvest.

Family hunt fills the freezer

By Brittany Sukhbir

y husband, Kyle, and I believe that hunting
is more than a hobby or sport.

For us, hunting is a way to provide natu-
ral meat for our family.

I’ve been hunting big game my whole life. Growing
up in Colorado, it was a yearly family tradition to set
up hunting camp in the Gunnison National Forest near
Saguache, Colorado — a location that my family has
been hunting since the 1960s. It was there, alongside
my Papa Dick and Dad, that my love of the sport blos-
somed.

Kyle, growing up in Canada and Michigan, did some
light deer hunting with his friends throughout the
years. It was not until we wed in 2009 that his passion
for big game hunting came into fruition.

Joining in on family hunts in Colorado showed Kyle
that it wasn’t about Kkilling animals as much as it was
about the time spent with loved ones, ethical harvest-
ing of animals for the year’s meals and exploring the
beautiful world we have been blessed with. When
Kyle and I started a family of our own, we knew that
hunting would be an important part of the dynamic.

We moved to Livingston in 2012 and have enjoyed
the opportunities to recreate in Montana. Hunting has
allowed us to make great friends in the area who are
now hunting partners and our “Montana Family.”

. Rael n S khbir, front and Wyatt Sukhbir scout for
See Family, Page 15 ante},opeu ! yatt Sukhbi u
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NO MATTER WHERE YOU'RE GOING...
NO MATTER WHAT YOU'RE DOING...

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED!

MENTION CODE FAM2020 FOR OUR
“FRIENDS AND FAMILY DISCOUNT™ OF
10% OFF ANYTHING
WE MANUFACTURE

i B T Ry

Stop in and see us at

110 Pipkin Way

Belgrade, MT 59714
1-800-235-6518

CD CARPENTRY CD

For All Your
ConsTRUCTION NEeeds

3.~ CHharles Piluso
YU 406) 223-1933 Cell
Local References

Licensed & INsured
ConNTRACTORS Req. # 12400
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FLATS
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Prices starting at $229,900
2 and 3 Bedroom Units

theflatsatyellowstonebend.com

Offered Exclusively By:

\1unt ana Properties

Signe Lahren, sroker
(406) 220-2525 | signe@montana.com

ENSURE YOUR BEST VISION
THIS HUNTING SEASON!

e Shooting Glasses
® Rx Sunwear (WileyX, Smith)
* Rx Safety Glasses
e By Appointment Only
[
EYECARE “ ° " MOUNTAIN
PROFESSIONALS EYEWEAR

Dr. Jamie Barney, Dr. Marisa Hess, Dr. Hanna Barney, Optometrists
305 W. Park St. (406) 222-0250 Open Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
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Archery 101

By Ryan Peerboom

Yellowstone Newspapers

Terry Maninger, in the
archery department a
lowstone Sporting G
Livingston, practices
ing at the Park Count
and Gun Club.

nterprise photo by Nate Howar
L
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By Ryan Peerboom

Yellowstone Newspapers

hen hunting season approaches every

year in Montana, bow hunters are the

first to take their mark. Bow hunting sea-

son is the first to open in 2020 as the sea-
son begins on Sept. S and runs through Oct. 18.

With the COVID-19 pandemic changing everyday
lives around the country, it’s no surprise that hunting
season will also see changes.

Terry Maninger and Sid Amaro, who both work
sales in the archery department at Yellowstone
Sporting Goods in Livingston, said they have seen an
increase in interest for bow hunting while they get
hunters ready for the fall.

“This year, I suspect we’re going to see an
increase,” Maninger said. “The archery sales have
kind of been crazy for the last couple months
because it’s almost been the new social distancing
tool.” k
Maninger added that a lot of their clientele has
been new to bow hunting.

“We’ve had a lot of people — first-time archers —
come in (and we) set them up with equipment,” he
said.

Amaro, who also serves as the chairman of
Archery at the Park County Rod & Gun Club, said
difficulty in finding ammunition might also push
people toward archery.

“Ammao is hard to get (right now) so they’re look-
ing other things to do,” he said, adding, “An
arr’ can shoot it, go pick it up and shoot it again.”

Some prospective archers may not know where to
begin, and both Maninger and Amaro agree there
are a lot of steps to take before heading out to hunt
with a bow.

The bow

“First thing you’re going to have to do is you're
going to have to get set up for a bow,” Maninger said.

Bows vary in draw weight and draw length and
have many different adjustments that can be made,
which might scare off new hunters. Maninger said
the key is establishing base measurements and find-
ing a bow that won’t put stress on the user.

“We’ve got some good entry-level bows that have
got a lot of adjustability to them,” he said. “So we
can start you out with a reasonable draw weight
so that you’re not having to pull a lot while
you’re trying to establish your form, because
your form is the biggest key.”

Amaro said it’s important not to get
overzealous when finding the right bow.

“Don’t get overbowed. Don’t be trying
to pull more than what your body can
handle,” he said.

Try different bows and choose the one that
feels right, Amaro added.

Go into a place and try several bows. Don’t let
the salesperson talk you into a specific bow. Try sev-
eral bows if you can,” he said.

PAGE 11

Maninger warned that hunting with a bow isn’t
cheap, but a beginner can get the right setup with
adjustability as the hunter improves.

“This can be an expensive sport to get into, so we
try to make the entry-level stuff affordable,” he
said. “I’ve got entry-level setup we can put you into
and keep you well below $1,000 to start out with.”

Maninger said he and Amaro have developed a
good sense of the right bow for hunters.

“Sid and I have been doing this a long time,” he
said. “I can usually look at somebody and be within
an inch of their draw length.”

Maninger said the normal draw length for hunting
1s about 60 to 70 pounds for men and 45 to S0 pounds
for women. However, some hunters will likely need
to work their way up to that weight.

“The first thing you’re going to find out is God
gave you a whole lot of muscles that you’ve never
used before, and as soon as you start pulling a bow
back, you’re going to feelit,” he said. “That’s why we
like to keep the poundage down low to begin with, so
that you’re not really putting yourself in any kind of
harm while you’re doing that.”

Draw weight can be'increased as hunters gain
experience.

“As you start developing the strength through
those muscles, the poundage can go up,” Maninger
said.

The arrow

After the right bow is picked, the next step is find-
ing the right arrows.

“What we try to do is match you to the bow
and the arrow to you and the bow,”
Maninger said. “You know,
what’s going to function out
of this bow?” _..*

Bow selec- tion is important,
but outlying factors play a
role in picking the right ones.

“That falls into a per- sonal preference
and a pocketbook,” Man- inger said.

Some arrows can be expen- sive, like $200
for a dozen. Some are more affordable and can range
from about $45 for a half dozen.

Maninger said no particular brand sticks out, as

personal preference is a large part of the deci-
sion process.

“Bows are like firearms, cars and everything
else — some of them prefer this brand of
arrow and some of them prefer a different

one,” he said.

More importantly, Maninger said the
broadhead plays a large role in success.

“The biggest factor is broadhead,” he

said. “There are so many different choic-

es out there. We can make recommenda-
tions.”

See Archery, Page 21
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Landowners keep land open for
hunting with Block Management Areas

By Nate Howard
Enterprise Staff Writer

ndrea Sarrazin

wakes before 6:30

a.m. during the

hunting season to
greet hunters at her door
in the foothills of the Crazy
Mountains in the Shields
Valley.

Most of the hunters are
pursuing deer with fire-
arms, a few are archers.
Some are new faces, some
have been hunting the Sar-
razin’s land for decades,
some come from out of
state but all are welcome.

Andrea said she likes
meeting the hunters and
hearing their stories.

She explains the rules,
including no smoking,
walk-in only and where
they may and may not hunt
as a safety precaution
from shooting their home,
outbuildings and livestock.

Sarrazin said her father-

in-law often welcomed
hunters to the family’s
ranch and she’s continuing
the tradition with a little
more structure through the
Block Management Area
program of the Montana
Fish, Wildlife & Parks.

Sarrazin said they
receive $10 per hunter
from the FWP and they
limit the number of hunt-
ers to six per day. But it's
not for the money. It’s
about tradition and sup-
porting the hunting cul-
ture, especially for the
youth hunt.

Hunters also help keep
wildlife from feeding on
their crop or damaging hay
bales, she said.

“If you don’t open up
your land to hunt deer or
elk, you can’t complain
about crop damage," said
Sarrazin.

Andrea and her husband
Joe Sarrazin have been
enrolled in the program for

17 years.

They are one of about
100 landowners enrolled in
529,000 acres of 87 Block
Management Areas in
Region 3, which includes
Park and adjacent coun-
ties.

FWP Region 3 informa-
tion and education manag-
er Morgan Jacobsen said in
an email Region 3 has held
steady at around 100 coop-
erators enrolled in the
Block Management pro-
gram, which started in
1985.

Jacobsen said the pro-
gram was an idea from
FWP with support from
hunters, landowners and
legislators — to provide
additional access opportu-
nities for hunters through-
out the state.

Compensation

for the landowner
Landowners may

receive a complimentary

sportsman’s license, limit-
ed liability protection, live-
stock loss reimbursement,
and compensation based on
hunter days (up to $15,000)
to offset potential public
hunting impacts. FWP also
provides signs, maps, per-
mission books, and on
some BMAs, staff to patrol
and assist hunters. Pro-
gram funding comes from
the sale of various licens-
es, including the resident
and nonresident base hunt-
ing license fee, non resi-
dent upland game bird
licenses, nonresident com-
bination deer/elk licenses
and SuperTag license reve-
nue.

Landowner rights
Landowners in the BMA
program receive limited
liability protection by par-
ticipating in the program.

See BMA, Page 18

Permission for

Sarrazin Ranch BAMA 97 |

A

Landowners enrolled in the Block Management Area hunting progr'ém post

w's to notify hunters of the location and where to seek permission.
Enterprise photo by Nate'Howard
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Family, from Page 8

Our children, Raelyn, 9, and
Wyatt, 6, are included on all of our
hunting excursions. Kyle remem-
bers me being “very” pregnant with
Wyatt and harvesting a cow elk.

He says watching me trek out into
the hills in large amounts of snow,
spotting an animal and laying prone
to shoot with a substantial baby bel-
ly as a barrier, was fun to watch.

It was a bonus that I was able to
harvest an elk that day, though,
granted, Kyle had to pack it out!

When I think back to some of my
favorite family hunting memories, I
recall a time when Raelyn was only
3 years old and we went archery
hunting near Clyde Park.

Raelyn was a trooper hiking in,
never complaining.

It was a beautiful fall day. Once
we reached our destination and were
sitting quietly for 30 minutes or so, I
looked over at Raelyn who was
peacefully napping all covered up in
my camo jacket.

My thoughts immediately drifted
to how blessed we were to be in the
company of nature’s complete
silence and in a space that Raelyn
felt safe to nap.

Safe spaces for my family are
important — just as equally impor-
tant are safe spaces for wildlife. Our
family owns a small parcel of land
just outside of Livingston.

We know how important it is that
the local wildlife feel safe on our
land. When it is not hunting season,
we enjoy watching the deer bring
their fawns down to the creek for a
drink.

Being able to appreciate the beau-
ty of the animals we are harvesting
is important to this family. Showing
our children that the animals they
are harvesting are more than just a
steak on the table, but a life that is
sacrificed so another can be nour-
ished is frequent conversation.

I hold a great appreciation for how
beautiful the wildlife are outside of
hunting season and an equal appre-
ciation for what they provide for my
family during the hunting season.

This year, Raelyn will turn 10 in
September. She is anxiously await-
ing being able to participate in the
apprentice hunter program that is
offered in Montana.

Kyle has been working with Rae-
lyn on shot placements, ethical

shooting distances and other areas
of teaching to prepare her for her
hopeful first deer harvest this fall.

While Wyatt is still too young to
harvest a big-game animal, he
enjoys target practice and trekking
around the hills scouting for the fall
hunts.

Kyle is the owner of Freedom
Weaponry, a local gunsmith compa-
ny in Livingston. Firearm safety is a
common topic of discussion and
something that we hope to pass
down to our children.

We hope the tradition of family
hunting will be one that sticks with
our kids and future generations to
come.

These days, Kyle is the more
prominent hunter of the family. He
enjoys hunting elk, deer, bear and an
occasional waterfowl excursion.
During season, it is rare to see him
at home but rather in the woods
exploring and hoping for a harvest.

He pours his heart and soul into
making sure the freezer is full for
his family each fall. Knowing where
your food comes from is of high
importance, and you don’t get any
fresher than big game harvests!
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"LIVINGSTON
- C@V& PANY

MUYCH MORE THAN JUST A KITE STORE!

kites for all ages, abilities & budgets
- lawn & garden wind novelties -
wind chimes - wind socks
- Btarlightz paper lanterns -
puzzles - puppets - gifts
- games for kids & adults -

113 West Callender ~ Livingston, MT
406-222-5483 ~ Tue - Sat 10-6

Calll about our
Hu/ntefr St

" Business'Center

e Free'Hot Breakfast

SindoorPool &iHiot Tub
A% Free ereless Internet
*'Guest Laundry Q Meetlng Room
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We sampled three
distinctly different
El Mayor Reposado
tequila barrels and
concluded Barrel K9
to us was the best.
El Mayor is a great
quality tequila at

a very affordable
price.

118 North B St. | Livingston, MT 59047 | Tel | 406.222.2820 | spirits.state.liquor@gmail.com
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1-800-445-3328

BOZEMAN

LIVINGSTON
777 East Main

111 North B Street

PARKER REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE

w\ COMPLETE
f W - 'y AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

e ? Oil changes to

Overhauls
MACHINE WORK

FLYWHEEL GRINDS
VALVE JOBS -
AIR CONDITIONING

Radiator Repair —
] Recores &
iy New Radiators

AUTdMOTIVE DETAILING!

SNOWMOBILE REPAIR -
Specializing in SKI DOO

— Family owned and operated —

115 North M Sreet ¢ Livingston, Montana

406-222-3166

%@aé g@@%& _

 AUTO# RV#BOAT#® ATV/MOTORCYCLES # TRAILERS
PERSONAL LOANS #LAND LOANS ®*HOME LOANS

SKYFCU.ORG

BIG TIMBER
233 MclLeod

BELGRADE
95 N. Weaver

The Corral Supports
Local Farmers
and Producers

Nominated Best
Elk Burger in Gardiner
by USA Today.

711 Scott St. W, Gardiner, MT ¢ Open 12 - 9 pm Daily
What we at The CORRAL do is very simple!

We make BURGERS! Good ol’ big BURGERS!

We use only the best meats

BEEF, BISON, ELK!

We grind it, we mix it
for you to eat it and LOVE it!
And you will!

If you think big burgers,

hand-cut fries, an extensive beer

selection and real ice cream shake (s
are your thing... you will love us! ! 4

www.facebook.com/gardinercorral
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BMA, from Page 14

Montana code 70-16-302 states: A person who uses
property, including property owned or leased by a pub-
lic entity, for recreational purposes, with or without
permission, does so without any assurance from the
landowner that the property is safe for any purpose if
the person does not give a valuable consideration to the
landowner in exchange for the recreational use of the
property.

In addition, landowners in Block Management do not
forfeit any private property rights by enrolling land,
including the right to
deny access for cause
and the right to enforce
ranch rules. Every BMA
has rules specific to
that BMA. It is the hunt-
er’s responsibility to
know the rules for the
BMA where they’re hunting.

Region 3

Is the amount of land enrolled limited?
These are limited only by available funding, but
there is no cap on acreage or number of cooperators.

Where does the public get a map
to find BMAs in the area?

Hunters are highly encouraged to consult FWP’s
online Hunt Planner for block management informa-
tion. They can do this by visitinghttp://fwp.mt.gov/gis/
maps/huntPlanner. FWP’s hunt planner contains map-
ping tools and other information that can help hunters
prepare before they go afield. The hunt planner will
also provide the most current Block Management
updates and help regional FWP offices maintain social
distancing. Current printed maps and Hunting Access
guides are also available annually at FWP offices
around Aug. 15. These can also be mailed to you by
request.

Who does a landowner contact if interested in
enrolling in the BMA?

Contact your district biologist, game warden or
regional FWP office.

Is BMA land focused on
any particular game, elk or deer?

Each BMA is unique in rules and opportunity. But
statewide, opportunities exist to hunt mule deer, white-
tailed deer, elk, pronghorn, black bear, bighorn sheep,
moose, upland game birds, waterfowl and turkeys, with
the applicable license(s).

The numbers (2019):

Region 3 consists of over 11.5 million acres in south-
western Montana, or 12% of the entire state land base.
Public land, including the Forest Service and BLM,
accounts for over 6.9 million acres in the region.

A total of 4.6% of Region 3 is enlisted in the Block
Management Area program.

The BMA program has opened over 529,000 acres to
form 87 Block Management Areas in Region 3.

Most block management areas in Region 3 provide
opportunity for deer and elk hunting. However, upland
birds, antelope, moose and waterfowl are also avail-
able. Approximately S0% of the elk harvest in the state
occurs in Region 3.

2019 Block Management Program

There are two general types of BMAs:

Type I BMAs:

Areas where hunters administer their own permis-
sion. This includes areas that use sign-in boxes, places
that do not require hunters to obtain specific permis-
sion, or places where some other method of self-admin-
istered permission is used. Typically, Type I BMAs
have no limits on the number of hunters using the area,
although certain parking areas may impose limits on

the total numbers of
. vehicles per area.
ey | Type 11 BMAs:
T T .”J':' P Areas where someone
AL other than the hunter
administers permis-
sion. This includes
areas where landown-
ers issue permission
slips, department staff administers permission, or
some other permission method is used. Reservations,
pasture assignments, limits on hunter numbers, and
other hunter management methods are often used on
Type II BMAs.

BMA Rules

As you enjoy the hunting access provided by this pro-
gram, be sure to obey the rules the landowners have
requested. This is a voluntary program designed to
benefit you. Enjoy this opportunity and respect land-
owner rights.

Sign-in boxes

It is important that all hunters register at access
points on the BMAs that use sign-in rosters before
hunting. This provides important hunter use informa-
tion and serves as a permission slip to be on the prop-
erty to hunt. Be sure to fill out all information com-
pletely and accurately.

Current information

Map boundaries, rules or permission information
may change from year to year. Be sure to obtain cur-
rent maps and permission information every year.

Reservations

Reservations are available on some BMAs. No reser-
vations will be accepted or issued prior to Aug. 22. Fail-
ure to show up for a reserved slot on a BMA denies oth-
er hunters opportunity. Make every effort to cancel res-
ervations if you are aware you will not be able to make
your arranged time. Be aware that on some BMAs, fail-
ure to show without prior notice is grounds for exclu-
sion from further hunting opportunities in the area.
Making reservations on multiple BMAs at the same time
is grounds for exclusion from hunting any BMA.

Weeds

Noxious weeds are becoming a serious concern to
landowners. Please do your part to limit the spread of
weeds. Try to keep equipment clean and avoid driving,
parking or walking through weeds.

For more information, contact:

Morgan Jacobsen, Region 3 Information and Educa-
tion Manager, Bozeman office, phone(406) 994-4042 or
http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/hunterAccess/blockman]|
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22 minutes from Livingston, 38 miles from Bozeman

The valley teems with wildlife, and businesses in Clyde Park and Wilsall
roll out the red carpet for hunters. You’ll like the hospitality.

Full Service Bar * Burgers ° Fine Steaks & Seafood

GOOD TIMES -

Z _ . GOOD FRIENDS
Q’N[} Bﬁq‘ i Happy Hour - 4 to 6 pm
Open Wed — Sun 2 to 11 pm ._
Mile Post 45 US Hwy. 89 N. * 406-547-2300 Closed Mon & Tues. 686-4020

The O01d P. O.

Ligquor Store
STATE LIQUOR STORE

Where to hunt in the
Shields Valley for wine and spirits [

* Excellent Selection of Liquor
* Fine Wines -« Local Artwork

106 E. Clark St. Wilsall 578-2094
504 MILES AVE. CLYDE PARK, 404-686-4421

Breakfast served
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@‘\“‘e H!l,[' Fri & Sat 8 to 11am
\% Sun 8 am to 12 noon

Family Friendly
Cafe Open
Wed - Sun 11 am to 8 pm

Closed Mon & Tues
(406) 686-4778 Subject to change

131; M”eiSt- Cards accepted Coffee/Espresso, lee Cream, Baked Goods/Sandwiches
Clyde Park, MT g . § . i
e Al 308 Miles Ave, Clvde Park, 1066861421
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We're on the frontline
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Parks Reece Galleny

Historic Downtown Livingston Montana
119 South Main Street Tel. 406.222.5724
www.parksreece.com

Think of what would happen if
vou crossed a fine wildlife
painter with Gary Larson of
“Far Side” cartoon fame, and
yvou get a hint of what Parks
Reece is like.

Winston-Salem Journal

HAZARDS OF HUNTING

Visit us in the He of

al estate professionals.

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices
Montana Properties
217 W Park Strect, Suite A Livingston, MT

406.222.5590
Visit us nt hhhsmt.com
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HUNTING FOR A PLACE TO EAT & RELAX ?

a week!
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Serving Food 6 am to Midnight on Fri-Sat
and 6 am to 10 pm Sun-Thurs

Breakfast All Day - Burgers - Great Pizza
Favorite Sports Bar Atmosphere with largest HD TVUs
Great for Groups - Families - Take Out - Gatering - Outdoor Seating

A TeiS)

’ 406.222.8204 <
' 406 E. Park St. Livingston, MT |
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Fish, Wildlife and Parks
plans for shoulder seasons

By Dwight Harriman
Enterprise Staff Writer

here will be an elk shoul-
der season for hunting dis-
tricts in, and in the gener-
al region of, Park and
Sweet Grass counties this year,
according to the Montana Depart-
ment of Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

The following hunting districts
in the region will have some sort
of shoulder season: HD309, HD311
(North of Highway 84 only),
HD312, HD313, HD317, HD390,
HD391, HD393, HDS70.

Just what is a shoulder season
and why are they held?

“The primary purpose of elk
shoulder seasons is to reduce elk
populations in areas that are over
population objective as outlined in
the Montana Elk Management
Plan,” the FWP website says.

“A shoulder season is a firearms
season that occurs outside the
S-week general firearms and
archery seasons,” the website con-
tinues. “While most shoulder sea-
sons focus on antlerless elk har-
vest on private land and are not
intended to replace or reduce har-
vest during the existing archery or
S-week general firearms seasons,
a few are meant to address prob-
lematic distribution of elk.”

“Shoulder seasons will vary in
timing and function from hunting
district to hunting district,” the
site says. “In some districts the
shoulder seasons will start as ear-
ly as Aug. 15 and go as late as Feb.
15.”

Shoulder seasons were first
introduced during the 2015-16
hunting season, Morgan E. Jacob-
sen, Information and Education
Program manager for FWP’s
Region 3, said in an email.

While there aren’t shoulder sea-
son for deer, “there have been ‘late
seasons’ for deer previously,”
Jacobsen wrote.

Shoulder seasons, which are
established by the Montana Fish
and Wildlife Commission, seek to
bring elk populations to objective
within three years, but that can be
shorter or longer if necessary,

Jacobsen said in a recent inter-
view.

Biologists carefully monitor
shoulder seasons and work with
landowners to balance private
property rights with public trust
management, Jacobsen said.

“It does provide additional
opportunity for hunters who are
looking to put meat in the freez-
er” and helps landowners where
numbers are especially high, he
said of shoulder seasons.

The FWP website sums it up:

“Shoulder season success will
depend on landowners, hunters
and FWP working closely togeth-
er in a cooperative and respect-
ful fashion.”

Photo by Jacob Frank/National Park Service
A cow elk grazes in snow of the Madi-
son Mountains.

Courtesy of U.S. Fish, Wildlife and Parks \\.\

312 315

Park County
Boundary

Districts with
shoulder
season.

Districts with
no shoulder
season.
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Archery, from Page 11
The prep

“Practice, practice, practice,”
Amaro said when asked about the
next steps after getting the right
gear.

Maninger shared similar advice.

“One of the things that you’re
going to have to do is you’re going to
have to spend time in the field learn-
ing them,” he said.

Rifle hunters will also have to take
the time to practice, as their skills
won’t necessarily transfer over.

“If you’ve shot with a rifle before,
you’re two, three, 400 yards,” Man-
inger said. “Well now, you’ve got to
bring this thing in to 30 to 40 yards,
and it takes some work. It takes
patience.”

Maninger also recommended get-
ting a better knowledge of the lay of
the land before heading into
unknown territory.

“Just drive the county roads,” he
said. “Get out in the fields and talk
to your farmers and ranchers and
kind of coordinate with them. Some
do allow bow hunting and some don’t
— it just happens all over the place.
But you need to establish contact
with them so you can find out wheth-
er he would let you in and then keep

up the communication with them.”

Maninger left interested hunters
with one final piece of advice —
avoid trends.

“Don’t get caught up in the big
fads,” he said. “There’s a lot of them
out there. Just because you walk into
a bow shop, don’t feel that you
should drop a large amount of mon-
ey to get started.”

Similarly, Amaro said hunters
should be fully aware of what they
are purchasing.

“Ask questions,” he said. “Some
people feel if they get to asking too
many questions they get to being a
pain or feel foolish, but it’s not. No
matter how little the question is, ask
it.”

The game

“Everybody’s after the elk,” Man-
inger said when asked about the
type of animals bow hunters should
aim for.

However, the easiest for hunters
to both find and kill would be a
whitetail doe, he added.

“Probably the easiest thing for an
archer to start off with is a whitetail
D-tag, because there are does every-
where,” he said.

Enjoy warmth
after the hunt.

WARMSTONE

WarmStane Fireplaces and Designs
Visit our showroom at 116 North B Street, Livingston, Montana
406-333-4383 » www. warmstone.com

Maninger said hunters will need to
use all of their knowledge gathered
while picking equipment to properly
impale an animal.

“The ability for penetration comes
down to shot placement and draw
weight and arrow weight and arrow
speed,” he said.

Some of the newer technology has
made it easier for bow hunters to
look toward bigger game.

“The technology on the arrows and
the broad heads is just changing so
dramatically anymore that they’re
finding out that you really don’t
have to have an 80-pound bow any-
more to be effective on an elk,” he
said.

The license

All bow hunters must be properly
licensed before heading out to hunt.
All information for acquiring a
license can be found at
hunting/licenses/all/requirements.
html.

Due to COVID-19, bow hunters are
able to take their hunter education
courses online, without in-person
instruction. For more info on the
online course, visit http:/fwp.mt.
gov/education/hunter.

+ Food

Hunling Season is
now open in Gardiner!

Looking

for hunting
resources in
Gardiner?

VisitGardinerMT. cnﬂl 406 848 7971

We have:

Supplies
Outfitters
Informatmn“
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DONT WASTE YOUR

BENJAMINS THIS
HUNTING SEASON!

[V OILCHANGES [/ WIPER BLADES
[/ FLUID CHECKS [~/ HEADLIGHT

[/ FLUSHES RESTORATION
.

Sheoial-

LUBE

— No appointment needed —

819 W. Park St. « Livingston, MT
(406) 222-6688

'HAVE DINNER OR
STAY WITH US!

Ij i Horel & Restaurant
BIG TIMBER

DOWNTOWN

GRAND o
@ ABSIROKA BEARTOIT
9N OUTFITTERS

Adventures Above the Rest.

Then enjoy

adventure with

 Private Land Archery Hunting « Fly Fishing Trips
* Private Land Rifle Hunting - Horseback Rides

* Wilderness Hunting License #10925

1263 Hwy 10 West « Big Timber, MT 59011
k406-579-3866 * info@absarokabeartooth.com y

Your one-stop
electronics
shop.

Custom Computer Repair,
Service, Design

1014 W. Park

.,
i T \

» 222-2712

A W Mike McLaughlin
e Owner/Manager

keep you from your
favorite hunting spot.

* Brakes * Qil Changes
 Struts * Farm Service
« Shocks A —
» Exhaust ABOUT OUR FALL A
* Alignments NINTER SF

Z/AALL SERVICE TIRE
2 3 & Alignment, Inc.
%2\Y 618 East Park Street « 222-0994
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Elk in the Crazies

By Elias Baer

he Crazy Moun-

tains are host to

some of the best

elk hunting in
southern Montana and,
according to local wildlife
biologists, are a key ele-
ment in maintaining the
ecological health of the
area.

According to Justin
Paugh, wildlife biologist
for Montana Fish, Wildlife
and Parks’ District 3,
home to the Crazy Moun-
tains, none of the biologi-
cal or ecological factors
have put stress on the Cra-
zy Mountain elk herd.

“Rather, the elk herd is
putting stress on the habi-
tat in some cases,” he said.

Weather is one of the
major ecological factors
that can put strain on an
elk herd, but, according to
Paugh, that hasn’t been a
problem for Crazy Moun-
tain elk, and usually isn’t.

“Winters with above-
average snowfall and cold-
er-than-average tempera-
tures cause more overwin-
ter mortality on elk than
mild winters. We typically
don’t see much winter
mortality on adult elk in
the Crazies,” Paugh said.
“We can, however, see
some mortality in calves
with more severe win-
ters.”

According to the Nation-
al Weather Service in Bill-
ings, this winter was by no
means severe in the Crazy
Mountains. In fact, tem-
peratures were close to
normal, weather station
observers located in the
region have said, and
snowfall was slightly
below average.

Summer precipitation is
another important limiting

i i st

Yellowstone Newspapers

Fog sets in the hills on the west side of the Crazy Mountains last summer.
Enterprise photo by Nate Howard

factor on elk herds, as it
affects the forage avail-
able for elk to eat in the
summer and fall.

“More summer forage
means larger calves going
into the winter with a
higher chance of surviving
the winter,” Paugh said. “It
also means healthier adult
cows going into the winter
which are more likely to
have a healthy calf the fol-
lowing spring.”

According to Joe Lester
at the NWS in Billings,
“It’s been drier than usual
for the summer. In gener-
al, for the water year,
we’ve seen 1 to 3 inches
below normal, which is 80
percent of normal. For the
summer months in partic-
ular we’re running 2 to 3
inches below normal,
which is between 70 and
80 percent of the normal
summer precipitation.”

The dry season could
potentially affect the
health of the elk herd
going into the upcoming
winter and might lead to
hunters seeing a somewhat
weaker harvest in future
years if calves struggle to

survive the winter.

Biological factors, like
predation and disease, are
another limiting factor for
elk herds, but according to
Paugh, that doesn’t seem
to be a problem for the
Crazy Mountain herd.

“Currently, predation
and disease don’t appear
to be limiting elk numbers.
Hunting is the primary
factor with the potential to
manage elk numbers,”
Paugh said.

The Crazy Mountains
host a full suite of preda-
tors, including mountain
lions, wolves, black bears
and smaller predators like
coyotes and even the occa-
sional badger. Despite the
presence of these preda-
tors, the elk population has
shown a steady increase
for the past 20 years.

“Predation is not holding
elk numbers in check.
From a resource stand-
point, the Crazy Moun-
tains provide the habitat
and forage to support
higher elk numbers than

we currently have,” Paugh
said.

But the resource stand-
point is not the only impor-
tant factor for biologists.
Social attitudes also play a
heavy hand in determining
the desirable number of
elk in a given area.

The Crazy Mountains
may be able to host even
more elk than currently
inhabit the area, but FWP
“management goals” are
based largely on local tol-
eration for the animal. The
management goal set by
FWP is a total of 1,975 elk
in the Crazies, less than
one-third of the existing
population.

“That (management)
goal is based heavily on
social tolerance for elk.
When elk numbers get
high, they can cause
extensive damage to agri-
cultural operations on pri-
vate lands,” Paugh said.
“These include damage to
standing alfalfa and grain
crops, standing pasture
grass and haystacks.”

See Elk in the Crazies, Page 24

A herd of elk migrate along a ridge in southwest Montana.

Photo by Jacob W. Frank/National Park Service
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Elk in the Crazies, from Page 23

In the Crazies, elk hunting
is an important limitation on
the herds in the area that
can help maintain a healthy
ecosystem by limiting the
potential for spreading dis-
ease and over-foraging. In
fact, according to Paugh,
hunting is “the primary
tool” available for managing
elk numbers in the Crazies.

“In some parts of the cra-
zies there are large concen-
trations of elk during the
hunting season and through-
out the winter months. Up to
1,000 elk can sometimes be
found in a single herd. Hav-
ing large concentrations of
elk creates an ideal situation
for diseases such as brucel-
losis or CWD to spread
quickly through the popula-
tion,” Paugh said. “When
these large concentrations
of elk stay in the same area
for long periods of time
they could also cause dam-
age to forage resources
through overgrazing.”

Chronic wasting disease
(CWD) and brucellosis are
the two diseases that wild-

life biologists find most con-
cerning in terms of elk and
deer. As for brucellosis, elk
and deer throughout Mon-
tana have been found to be
positive of the disease,. Cat-
tle catch brucellosis from
wildlife and the disease
causes cattle to miscarry,
which is concerning to local
ranchers. However, as of
2018, ranchers in Sweet
Grass county have been
required to vaccinate all
cattle over 12 months old.
Rigorous testing and vacci-
nations have reduced con-
cerns for ranchers.

CWD is a different story
altogether. Although the dis-
ease has not yet been
detected in Sweet Grass
County, Paugh said it is only
a matter of time. CWD is
mostly prevalent in deer
and the FWP is more likely
to detect it in deer before it
is found in local elk.

“A recent detection near
Bozeman and past detec-
tions between Billings and
Red Lodge are our (Sweet
Grass county) closest cases.

CHECK OUT THE ALL NEW

2020 JEEP GLADIATOR

—————

ELLOWSTONE
[,OUNTRY

1415 W. Park St.  Livingston, MT e (406) 222-8600

#7 Jeep nAm

However, the disease will
continue to gradually
spread across the state.
Unfortunately, there is no
way to stop the disease,”
Paugh said. “All we can do
is implement actions to try
and slow the spread and
keep prevalence as low as
possible in areas where the
disease is present.”

The most recent aerial
surveys conducted by the
FWP shows about 6,200 elk
in the Crazy Mountains, and
that population has been
increasing steadily over the
past two decades. In the
year 2000, there were
roughly 2,200 elk in the cra-
zy mountains, according to
the FWP, a 300 percent
increase in ten years.

“The Crazies are made up
of two hunting districts.
Within those districts we
have a variety of licenses
available for hunters to har-
vest either-sex or antlerless
only elk. We have a long
hunting season starting with
archery season in early Sep-
tember and running all the

way to January 15th in some
portions of the mountain
range,” Paugh said.

Throughout the general
hunting season a high per-
centage of the Crazy Moun-
tain elk population reside on
private lands, meaning
hunter harvest of elk on pri-
vate lands is a key element
to successful elk manage-
ment.

In some areas, specifical-
ly in the Crazies, special
“damage hunts” are held in
places where elk are caus-
ing significant damage to
standing crops. Damage
hunts can sometimes begin
as early as August 15 and
run as late as February 15.

“These damage hunts can
only be conducted on pri-
vate lands that offer public
hunting access during the
general season to a level
that meets statutory
requirements. The long
hunting seasons and high
numbers of antlerless elk
licenses are available as a
tool to try and reduce elk
numbers,” Paugh said.

SERVICE & REPAIR

é& APPROVED

Montana’s Import Connection

YELLOWSTONE

IMPORTS

Need a mechanic you can trust?

* Brakes * Head gaskets

* o« Convenient * Reliable

801 Hwy 10 West ¢ 222-1999 t yeIIowstoneimport.com|

* Master Certified
* Service all import
makes and models
* Factory service and
maintenance

* Transmission and
engine repair
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* Skilled

Call us today.
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Chris Rodi

a uniquely experienced
real estate agent

Experience: 17 years of real estate
work in Park and Gallatin Counties
— there are few streets with a house
| haven't been inside.

Short List: | take only a small handful
of buyers or sellers at a time, ensuring
you have my unscattered attention.

Veteran: 5+ years in the Navy. I'm
still tired.

Father & Husband: Ive raised
my family in Montana, high on the

Bozeman Pass. This is my home.
| tell it like it is. | know no other way.

If youre looking to buy or sell
property in Park or Gallatin County,
I'd love to chat. Might be, we're a
great fit.

(406) 570-2384

chris@rodirealestate.com

ooooooooooo

([E ———1 CROSSCURRENT
® REAL ESTATE

Livingston’s best selection of
* Fresh Produce ¢ Meats
e Bakery and Deli Items
e Floral Selection

Open early for hunters.

Open 6 am to 11 pm 7 days a week
2120 Park Street (406) 222-1177

it's just r
Albansuns " b tte

Hunting for the perfect
recreational vehicle loan?
We have a solution for you.
Plus sl'op in and receive a

« Bozxeman » Livingsto

o B Emgal Iydthk Lewistawn

Bank of the Rockies e J?ﬂ.



www.botr.bank
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P
Livingston HealthCare

Billings Clinic Affiliate

UrgentCare

104 Centennial Dr, Livingston, MT

Keep us in sight
for when the unexpected happens.

Open M-F, 12-7PM
Sat & Sun, 12-4PM

Call 406.222.0030
LivingstonHealthCare.org



www.livingstonhealthcare.org

HUNTING GUIDE 2020

PAGE 27

Kyle Sukhbir scouts for elk in southwest Montana.

Photo courtesy of Brittany Sukhbir

unting in a pandemic

By Elias Baer

Yellowstone Newspapers

t’s no secret that Montanans enjoy spending time

taking in the beautiful slice of paradise they call

their backyard, from camping to skiing, fishing

and hunting. In the midst of a global pandemic,
that’s one thing that hasn’t changed.

According to Chris Blueher, co-owner of Yellowstone
Sporting Goods in Livingston, COVID-19 has people lit-
erally running for the hills.

“Sales on everything is up,” Blueher said. “We’re
seeing a lot more people trying to get outside across
the board,” saying that people are purchasing every-
thing from camping equipment to hunting and fishing
gear.

At The Fort in Big Timber, owner Jeff Cowell said
sales in the sporting goods department are “pretty
close to where we were last year. Gun and ammo sales

are way up, but I think that’s more of a political issue,”
he added.

“We’re seeing a lot of people trying to subsidize
meat costs since the price of meat is so high at the
grocery stores,” Blueher said. “License sales are the
same as a normal year, maybe a little higher.”

Meat prices have indeed skyrocketed since the pan-
demic began sweeping the nation in March. On aver-
age, national beef prices have grown from $3.94 per
pound in March to $5.65 in June, according to the Unit-
ed States Bureau of Labor Statistics.

But expensive meat isn’t the only reason people are
running for the hills — there also isn’t much else to do
with free time these days. Dinner and a movie? Can-
celed. Dinner and an evening float down the Yellow-
stone? Go for it.

See Pandemic, Page 28
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Pandemic, from Page 27

As fishing season winds down and
the rivers begin to get low, many out-
doorsmen are looking forward to the
start of hunting season in the fall.
With license sales staying around nor-
mal in Montana, it is safe to assume
that hunters are still hunting, but out-
fitters are feeling pressure.

Local hunting outfitters rely largely
on out of state customers to keep their
business running, so a local love for
hunting isn’t enough for them.

Craig Neal, owner of Broken Hart
Adventures in Livingston, said his
company relies almost solely on out-
of-state visitors and most of his reser-
vations have been canceled due to the
pandemic.

“We had 20 elk hunters scheduled
and in the books, ready to go, and so
far I've had to refund all but four of
them,“Neal said. “That’s a $100,000
loss right there.”

Out-of-state travel is certainly down
in Montana compared with previous
years, but hunting guides like Neal
have been hit especially hard by the
pandemic. Hunting trips are expen-
sive and require a lot of planning and
scheduling, which Neal said has been
hard to accomplish as things continue
to change frequently.

“The government has made it pretty
much impossible for us to have a nor-
mal hunting season. No one can make
a schedule because things keep chang-
ing. People that were here are getting
scared away,” Neal said. “I've seen a
complete lack of leadership and
because of that, no one’s going to do
anything in Montana as far as hunting
goes this year. You can ask any outfit-
ter and he’d tell you the same thing.”

According to FWP Licensing Busi-
ness Analyst Neal Whitney, out-of-
state hunters are still purchasing
licenses at the same rate as previous
years, even if they aren’t actually
hunting with a licensed outfitter.

“There is an online application pro-
cess for non-residents seeking a license,
and we received roughly the same num-
ber of applications compared with pre-
vious years, and maybe even a few
more,” Whitney said. “One thing we
have seen is a large increase in the
number of fishing licenses sold this past
spring when compared with previous
years,” and that includes both residents
and non-residents. While outfitters may
be suffering from the loss of customers,
which could lead to the local economy
feeling a blow as well, the good news is
that from a psychological standpoint,

Don’tlet a run in
with a deer put an
end to your hunting

season!

JIM NARDELLA

Metal

Fabrication
& Repairs

- Trailer hitches, Gooseneck &

- Assemhly & fabricating

1109 East Park

222-1560

o
P

getting outside is healthy for an individ-
ual’s mental well being, and states like
Montana could see an overall happier
general population than other states
with less recreational options.

“Engaging in outdoors activity has
been widely accepted for years as
being beneficial for our physical
health, but getting out into nature is
also beneficial for our mental health,
especially during this pandemic,” said
Nicole Rosenwald, SWLC, of Delich
Counseling Services LLC.

“Spending time outdoors in nature
can improve mood and focus, bring an
elevated sense of calm, and help to
reduce anxiety, stress and depressive
symptoms. To increase the benefit of
being outdoors, engage with nature in
mindful ways with slow, deep, mea-
sured breathing. Also, really take time
to connect with your surroundings by
putting away electronic devices and
intentionally focus on your senses of
what you are seeing and hearing.”

Hunting is a great way to interact
with the natural world on a primal lev-
el, allowing one to intimately interact
with the circle of life. Montanans suf-
fering from boredom and depression
have the opportunity to recreate in
ways other people in the U.S. do not,
and they ought to take advantage of it
for their own sake.

THE

FOR ALL YOUR
HUNTING SUPPLIES

Montana license agent

rifles and scopes

binoculars and range finders

knives
backpacks
all accessories

fresh deli lunches
Montana state liquor store

(406) 932-5992
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Good hunting stories are always easy on the palate

By Ralph Bartholdt

he elk hung tight

in the tangled

growth and

downed trees,
snapping limbs, whining
and chuckling out of sight
and far enough below us
that any approach would
end in a bust.

Down there in the murky
hollow, the tall brush was
laced with snaky vines
that wrapped around hunt-
ers’ legs, tangled their
bows and provided the
cover for a bull to watch
unseen anything sneaking
in.
The elk stuck to the safe-
ty of the blowdown and the
snag backwards dank of
wait-a-minute vines, the
sweaty bottom of the can-
yon where your pupils
looked like nickels as they
adjusted to the lack of
light.

We waited for him on the
high ground where Pon-
derosa pine mixed with the
clumps of ocean spray and
syringa that provided hid-
ing spots in the otherwise
open glade.

If he decided that our
bugles and cow calls had
overstepped the line of
civil discourse, and their
insults overcame his fear
of injury, the timid bull
would likely sneak up the
draw of an old stream bed
to have a look.

Because it was grass and
duff covered, the over-
grown stream bed would
be quiet under foot, thick
with fallen needles, rotting
leaves and grass, so that is
where I set up.

I had snuggled into a
pocket of fir just below the
glade as I waited for the
bull to pass within 40
yards, or close enough to
offer a shot with my bow.

I had made the decision
after much deliberation
that happened in about 3
seconds.

At first I was in an open,
sloping meadow hidden
behind the heft of a big

e,

Ponderosa. But my mind
started smoking because
the bull had hung up down
there in the black hole for
an hour or more while my
efforts to slide down on my
belly and sneak in after the
anxious bull had me sweat-
ing like a fry cook.

My noise and move-
ments had quieted the bull
as limbs snapped under
the soles of my ratty Dan-
ner good-luck boots before
climbing quietly back up
the hill to JP my long-time
hunting pal.

JP is a man whose
patience and calm in the
face of invariable defeat is
countered by the sack of
Juju he carries when he
hunts with me. The bag of

seasoning, small bones and
Chicklets, I think, is sup-
plemented by occasional
chants, dances and eye
rolls depending on the
decisions I make in the
heat of the moment.

These are the decisions
that decide whether tags
are cut or the ride home is
filled with an awkward,
100-yard silence.

I scrambled back up to
where JP sat like a pile of
pine cones, stroking a
bugle tube with a vacant
look as if he had resigned
himself to the fact that he
would not be home in time
for his kid’s piano recital.
Camouflaged and grease-
painted, he sat in the shade
of the piney hill 100 yards

above the estranged bull
elk that we assumed was a
raghorn given his squeals
and flustered appeals for
us to just go away.

When the bull stopped
squealing we heard hooves
stomping up the hill.

“Here he comes,” JP said
blankly, already aware
that nothing good could
happen from here forward.

I stumbled downhill
toward the big yellow pine
in the overgrown meadow
and waited there as
thoughts ricocheted off
the walls of my skull.

Over there is better!

No, here! Wait! Maybe!

See Elk, Page 31
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BY MARRIOTT
Livingston Yellowstone

An Effortless Stay.
Guaranteed.

Fairfield by Marriott Livingston - Yellowstone is the only Marriott hotel located near Yellowstone
Mational Park's North Entrance. When you stay with us you will not only receive Fairfield's legendary
hospitality, but you will also get to experience the original gateway into
Yellowstone National Park.

Visit us online or call us at 406-222-4914 to book your next stay with us.

1629 West Park 5t
Livingston, MT 59047

} .f “lr

ERA Landmark ~ 406.222.8700

Eemerrs| REALVESTAT info@eralivingston.com
. Main Street | Livingston, MT



www.eralivingston.com
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Elk, from Page 29

Then I dove into the
shady draw and slid down
behind a clump of fir cer-
tain the bull would choose
the draw as a safe short-
cut to reach JP’s calls.

The six pointer — bigger
than we had anticipated —
clomped uphill like a
climber nocking his toes
into the dirt to get a better
grip. He huffed hard with
each breath and fueled by
adrenaline, the bull
focused on the place
where he thought an
adversary was messing
with him, and maybe run-
ning off with one of his
COWS.

There was a problem.
The bull, after having
spent an hour or more
being teased and prodded,
ridiculed maybe, by what
seemed to be an out-of-
town bull frolicking with a
few of the neighborhood
girls decided enough is
enough. He had spent the
time massaging his confi-
dence into a honed fury.
He shunned cover now and
walked deliberately uphill
through the open scab
brush of the overgrown
meadow and directly past
the fat trunk of the yellow
pine that I had left for this
place.

As I watched from the
shady draw, the bull cut a
wake through the Septem-
ber sunlight too far away
for my arrow, but very
near the abyss of my sani-
ty.

JP is a journalist and
former roofer. There are
times when he considers
trading in his white-collar
job for what he once knew:
the dirty T-shirts, blister-
ing suntans, tepid water
bottles, fat paychecks, and
aching knees on a broiling
incline three stories above
residential subdivisions.

He is mostly undecided
about the outcome of this
tug of war. Sometimes
when left alone, his past
endeavors are burden-
some and worthy of deep
reflection.

On this afternoon on a

mountain in the Western
elk woods, hunkered in the
shade playing with an elk
call JP’s seemingly-idyllic
past met head on with red-
eyed sinew and bone.

The 6-point elk found JP
a hollow image of the bull
he had come all this way
to fight, but better than
nothing at all.

I lost track of the bull as
it stomped uphill but when
the cow calling and grunts
and squeals with which JP
had entertained himself
stopped rather suddenly, I
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behind clumps of fir, wav-
ing his arms, but the elk
kept coming.

“This way!” I encour-
aged.

It happened too fast to
enjoy, or soak up, but not
to reenact later as a sim-
ple pleasure.

What took place in the
clump of fir out of sight I
cannot say, but JP finally
emerged, sweating, shak-
ing displaying an emotion-
al frailty usually reserved
for the finish line at Sara-
toga.

Elk hunting in heavy fog
one morning, another
hunter’s frustration won
out after an hour of call-
ing. The hunter stood and
turned to see what he
described as “the Hart-
ford bull,” standing calmly
30 feet behind him in the
mist and the man almost
exited his boots. When he
pulled himself off the
ground, the elk was gone
as soundlessly as he had
sneaked in.

As archery elk season

approaches in parts of

A hunter brings his harvest of elk into Gardlner in this YeIIowstone Natlonal Park
photo taken circa 1949 by R. Robinson, staff photographer for the park.

stood up.

There came a yell.

“He’s right behind me!”

Running out from
behind a knoll of trees on
the ridge overhead was JP
and the 6-point bull, just
as JP had intimated, was
not far behind.

The scene was a sad
vaudeville. Both man and
elk appeared like an old-
time movie of a farm ani-
mal chasing a grain buck-
et.

“What do I do?” JP
yelled frantically.

He made brief stands

“Did you see that?”

“He was in your pocket,”
I said.

“He chased me. I had to
throw sticks at him to
make him leave,” JP said.
“I thought I was going to
die.”

The pocket elk made it a
memorable hunt.

A man told me of shoot-
ing a raghorn bull at §
yards that was being
chased by a wolf in Idaho.
When he saw the hunter,
the wolf made a somer-
sault in its efforts to stop
and reverse course.

Central Montana, scads of
hunters will meet their
own opportunities and
make do with their own
successes and failures,
naming them whatever
they choose.

I'll remember the pocket
bull, and the Hartford elk,
but there were others.

Steaks in the freezer and
another set of antlers, if it
comes to that, are a sound
compromise, but the mem-
ory of a good elk hunt pro-
vides its own nutrition.

It’s reusable and often
gets better with age.
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Get your Gear
in “Gear” for
this hunting season. . |

- Complete Exhaust Systems
- Engine Repair - Brakes

A MUFFLER &
AUTO REPAIR
1226 W. Front St. * Livingston, MT « 406-222-3039

Tim & Rachel Dailey, Owners

| Frank Rheanna
0'Connor Wilkinson
| Owner | Manager

QUALITY PARTS,
ACCESSORIES, PAINTS,
TOOLS & SUPPLIES.

Complete line for cars, trucks,
imports, marine & farm equipment.

Ross Glenn Dillon Rhonda

Scotty Jack

IIIIRIZIIN AUTO PARTS

1210 E. Park St. - 222-6272

THE ONLY LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AUTO PARTS STORE IN LIVINGSTON.

AN HONEST & EXPERIENCED

MONTANA APPROACH
TO REAL ESTATE

1% Real Estato Brokor
charlieg@eubankland.com

= [
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At O'Connor

Auto Body
we want to give you the
peace of mind that comes from knowing your
vehicle is in capable hands.

John Gutierrez
Shop Manager

Frank O’Connor
Owner

You've got enough on your mind without the
added worry of finding a repair facility you can trust.

OUR TRAINED TECHNICIANS WILL BE HAPPY TO
ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS BEFORE REPAIRING.

222-0214 908 E. Park 8t., Livingston
frank@oconnorautobody.com Free Estimates
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REMOTE MOOSE HUNTS
GUIDED OR SELF-GUIDED

We take you to the
pristine wilderness

(907)495-6370 of far western
prww. willowair.com) Alaska

2019 Shannon Bell - Helena, MT

ATTENTION TO DETAIL IS WHAT SEPARATES US.

MONTANAS PREMIERE
TAXIDERMY SERVICE

SHOULDER MOUNTS
LIFE-SIZED MOUNTS

EUROPEAN MOUNTS WILDLIFE
RUGS & TANNING ARTISTRY

ALL SPECIES SERVICED RICHARD BRADBERRY
WWW WILDLTFEARTISTEY M L.COM
-REPUTABLE

413 OLD CLYDE PARK ROAD

- DEPENDABLE LIVINGSTON, MONTANA 59047
- EXPEDITIOUS 406.222.0732



www.willowair.com
www.wildlifeartistrymt.com
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Hunting and Fishing is much more
than harvesting! Itis a huge
relationship builder and it makes you
appreciate the outdoors and animals
to the utmost.

Here are a few treasured pictures
of our son Sterling with friends and
family in the wilderness. | encourage
parents to spend time in the outdoors
with their family and friends.
Have a safe and enjoyable
experience in our great outdoors.
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SINCE 1938
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209 WEST PARK ST, LIVINGSTON, MT 59047
406.222.1673 | DANBAILEYS.COM



www.danbaileys.com
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Spectacular Homes Inc.

Spectacular Homes INC. is not your traditional management company. With back-
grounds in farm and ranch, construction and real estate we can help you maintain your
investment here in the 406. Whether you're a Local or an out of state Owner who needs
to know your investment is protected, Spectacular Homes INC has a service to fit your
needs. Call or email us today to discuss your options..

PROTECTING YOUR INVESTMENT IS OUR SPECIALTY

105 West Park St. #5
Livingston, MT 59047

‘ ‘ i claree@spectacularhomesinc.com ¢ i

X
406.223.0309
Claree Tecca
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