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Former Vian Police 
Chief Mark E. Fisher has 
filed a wrongful termina-
tion lawsuit against the 
Town of Vian, seeking 
a judgment in excess of 
$10,000.

Fisher’s attorney’s Fra-
sier, Frasier and Hick-
man, LLP, filed the 
lawsuit on Jan. 20 in Se-
quoyah County District 
Court.

The former chief was 
discharged “for the good 
of the service” on Aug. 
21, 2020, during a spe-
cial meeting of the Vian 
Board of Trustees. He 
was let go, along with 
Vian Police Officer Wade 
Ranes, following an ex-

ecutive session.
The petition says Fish-

er was the non-proba-
tionary police chief of 

A Vian man has been 
charged with a felony 
count of failure to com-
ply with Sex Offender 
Registration Act. Greg-
ory Clinton, 49, was for-
mally charged on Jan. 25 
and a bench warrant was 
issued for his arrest the 
same day. He is listed as a 
Level 3 Sex Offender.

He received a $7,500 
bond and is now sched-
uled for a Feb. 10 ar-
raignment before Asso-
ciate District Judge Kyle 
Waters. 

Sequoyah County 
Sheriff ’s Deputy Amy 
Edwards with the depart-

ment’s Sex and Violent 
Offender Registration 
Unit reported on Dec. 30, 
2020, she requested Dep-

Gregory Clinton

Kenyatta Wright of 
Vian has announced that 
he will be seeking to re-
tain his seat on the Vian 
Board of Trustees during 
the town’s General Elec-
tion on April 6.

Wright, an Indepen-
dent, is a graduate of Vian 
High School and Okla-
homa State University. 
He was appointed to fill 
the seat of former Vian 
Trustee Larry Patterson, 
who passed away in 2020.

“Larry Patterson was 
my first T-ball coach. I 
watched him serve this 
town for years and most 
recently as a trustee,” 
Wright said. “But after 
he passed away, my first 
thought was to carry on 
his legacy and honor it as 
well.”

Wright said three years 

Kenyatta Wright

ago, he and his wife Am-
ber decided to move their 
family back to his home-
town and make it their 
forever home. 

“The first thing we did 
as a family was to get 
involved and volunteer 
with the youth and many 
areas of need, and with-

The Webbers Falls 
Board of Trustees met 
on Jan. 12 where they 
took care of several 
matters regarding the 
police department and 
then unanimously vot-
ed to send Aron Sloan 
to Code Enforcement 
training.

Following a short ex-
ecutive session regard-
ing the employment 
of Sloan, the trustees 
reconvened and voted 
to raise Sloan’s pay to 
$14 an hour and re-
visit the wage once he 
completes Code En-
forcement training. The 
trustees then unani-
mously voted to send 
Sloan to Code Enforce-
ment training.

Under police mat-
ters, it was announced 
that the police depart-

ment had assisted Okla-
homa Highway patrol 
with six accidents, and 
that Officer Sloan had 
graduated from CLEET 
and helped apprehend an 
escaped felon from Texas. 

The board also ap-
proved the utilization of 
AMS tax collection in-
terception services for 
unpaid tickets and for 
Karen Swimmer to write 
grants for the police de-
partment.

It was noted that that 
the police department 
has received a grant to 
purchase body cameras 
in the amount of $4,817 
but the total cost of the 
cameras and accesso-
ries will be $5,374.50. 
Police Chief Keith Bell 
requested the board ap-
prove the purchase of the 
body cameras and paying 
the difference of $557.50, 
with all trustees voting 

yes.
The trustees also ap-

proved the transfer of 
$37,355.03 of Covid 
Cares Relief funds to the 
police department, and 
the transfer of $20,000 
of Safe OK Grant funds.

In fire department 
news, it was stated that 
metal is now going up 
on the new fire depart-
ment building.

Tinhorns are still be-
ing replaced and the 
Greenhood lift station is 
complete, with replace-
ment beginning on the 
lift station at SRS, ac-
cording to city mainte-
nance. 

An Election Resolu-
tion was also passed by 
trustees..

Before adjourning, 
the board tabled taking 
action on Trustee and 
Mayor Pay Ordinance 
#12-15-2020-01.

uty Thomas Stafford go 
to an address on East 980 
Road in Vian and make 
contact with Clinton.

Stafford was told to tell 
Clinton to make contact 
with Edwards as soon as 
possible in regards to his 
Oklahoma Department 
of Corrections Sex and 
Violent Offender Regis-
tration paperwork.

Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Corrections re-
portedly sent an address 
verification letter to Clin-
ton on Nov. 20, 2020, and 
the letter was returned 
back to them on Nov. 28, 
2020.

According to an affi-

the Town of Vian, which 
participated in the Okla-
homa state police pen-
sion plan of which Fisher 
was a member where he 
accrued retirement and 
other benefits.

According to the peti-
tion, Oklahoma law al-
lows for persons such as 
Fisher to be discharged 
only with cause, but on 
Aug. 21, 2020, he was ter-
minated without cause 
and with neither pre-ter-
mination nor post-termi-
nation procedures.

“As a result of this 
violation of Plaintiff ’s 
rights, he has lost wages 
and other benefits of em-
ployment, including a 
reduced retirement un-

out notice,” Wright said. 
“I’ve never had a desire to 
get into politics or run for 
anything because most 
of the time my views and 
work has always been 
done without recogni-
tion, and I like it that way. 
I never wanted my fam-
ily to ever be subjected 
to undeserved criticism, 
and sometimes in public 
office that happens.” 

Wright said when he 
was younger, he always 
wanted to be a Vian busi-
ness owner. 

“When I lived in a New 
York suburb the founda-
tion of that successful 
community was inspiring 
education, small busi-
ness, development and 
sustainability, promoting 
arts, and outdoor recre-
ation,” he said. “During 

The Webbers Falls Board of Trustees passed Reso-
lution 12-15-2020-01 during their regular monthly 
meeting on Jan. 12, to declare a Municipal Election 
for two trustee seats currently held by Aaron Gage and 
Shiloh McPeak.

The non-partisan election is scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 6, and both seats will be for a four-year term set 
to expire in 2025.

To qualify for the election, each candidate must 
be a resident and registered voter within town limits 
for at least six months prior to filing a declaration of 
candidacy. The Resolution also states that such per-
son elected must and shall not be in litigation with the 
town when elected.

Those wishing to have their name placed on the 
ballot as a candidate are asked to file with the sec-
retary of the Muskogee County Election Board by a 
sworn statement of candidacy. The filing period ends 
at 5 p.m. on Feb. 3.

Absentee ballots will be provided in accordance 
with State Law, according to the Resolution.

The Muskogee County Election Board has also 
notified the town that there are no registered voters 
within the boundaries of Precinct 60, so the town has 
closed that Precinct.

What is your dream job? 
To be an interior designer.

Do you know what Kar-
ma is? When you do some-
thing bad and something 
bad happens to you. 

Are you good at keep-
ing secrets? Yes, because if 
I told they’d be mad and I 
don’t like people to be mad 
at me.

What is your dream 
job? To become a second 
grade teacher.

Do you know what 
Karma is? It’s when bad 
juju comes after you for 
doing someone wrong.

Are you good at keep-
ing secrets? Kind of but 
mom, dad, nana and papa 
always find out!

The Oklahoma State Department of Health reported 
the following COVID-19 numbers for Feb. 1.

• State Total Positive Cases, 390,868: Deaths, 3,564: 
Recovered, 358,040: Active 29,264.

• Sequoyah County Total Positive Cases, 3,587: 
Deaths, 26: Recovered, 3,229. (One additional death 
in Sequoyah County, one male in the 65 or older age 
group.)

• Sallisaw – Positive Cases, 1,362: Deaths, 13: Recov-
ered, 1,244.

• Muldrow – Positive Cases, 903: Deaths, 3: Recov-
ered, 790.

• Vian – Positive Cases, 482: Deaths, 5: Recovered, 
440.

• Roland – Positive Cases, 422: Deaths, 1: Recovered, 
375.

• Gore – Positive Cases, 300: Deaths, 4: Recovered, 
274.

• Gans – Positive Cases, 79: Deaths, 0: Recovered, 71.
• Marble City – Positive Cases, 61: Deaths, 0: Recov-

ered 54.
• Moffett – Positive Cases, 3: Deaths, 0: Recovered, 3. 

(No changes from previous day.)
• Webbers Falls (Muskogee County) – Positive Cases, 

127: Deaths, 0: Recovered, 110.
Oklahoma Immunization Summary
Oklahoma Prime Doses Allocated – 315,600
Oklahoma Boost Doses Allocated – 195,750
Prime Doses Given – 315,034
Completed Series of Doses – 58,245
Total Doses Administered – 373,279

See
page 10

for details!
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Sallisaw – Memorial 
services for Cindy Marie 
Gentry, 55, of Sallisaw, 
were held at 10 a.m. on 
Tues., Jan. 26, 2021, at the 
Sequoyah Memorial Cha-
pel with Pastor Charles 
Phillips officiating. Ar-
rangements were under 
the direction of Forever 
Memories Funeral Ser-
vice.

Mrs. Gentry was born 
on Oct. 18, 1965, in 
Modesto, Calif., to Lloyd 
and Glenda (Mathies) 
Gentry an passed away 
on Thurs., Jan. 21, 2021, 
in Fort Smith, Ark.

Survivors include her mother; one daughter, Ashley 
(Reese) Tuck of Vian; one son, Greg Reese of Sallisaw; 
four grandchildren; three brothers, Michael Gentry of 
Sallisaw, Rodney Gentry of Fredericksburg, Va., and 
Glen Burnett of Modesto; one sister, Kathleen Koff-
man of Kansas City, Kan.; and other family members 
and friends.

She was preceded in death by her father; and one 
son, Wesley Reese.

Sallisaw – Eric Auger, 
50, formerly of Sallisaw, 
passed away on Thurs., 
Jan. 21, 2021, in Tulsa. 
He was born on June 22, 
1970, in Downey, Calif., 
to Pierre Auger and Kath-
erine Maurer Auger.

Private memorial ser-
vices will be held at a later 
date. Cremation is under 
the direction of Agent 
Mallory Martin Funeral 
Service, Inc.

He was the owner and 
operator of Eric’s Heating 
and Air.

Survivors include two 

daughters, Blayke Wright and husband Cameron, 
and Colbie Auger, all of Sallisaw; his parents, of Sal-
lisaw; one brother, Allen Auger of Boca Raton, Fla.; 
two grandchildren; and other family members and 
friends.

He was preceded in death by one grandchild.

Cindy Marie Gentry

Oct. 18, 1965 – Jan. 21, 2021

Eric Auger
June 22, 1970 – Jan. 21, 2021

Sallisaw – Cherri Lor-
raine Jackson Gable of 
Sallisaw passed away on 
Fri., Jan. 15, 2021, in Fort 
Smith, Ark.

Mrs. Gable’s passion in 
life, besides her golf and 
golfing buddies, centered 
on helping anyone in 
need in any manner pos-
sible. 

Survivors include one 
brother, Gary D. Jack-
son and wife Theresa of 
Sargent, Texas; one son, 
Heath D. Lockhart and 

wife Debbie; one stepson, DC Gable of Oklahoma 
City; and a host of loving cousins and grandkids.

She was preceded in death by her parents, William 
N. Jackson and Rosemary Miller Jackson; her hus-
band, Don Gable; and one brother, William N. Jack-
son.

As per her wishes there will be no service. In lieu of 
flowers please make a donation to the charity of you 
choice.

Cherri Lorraine Jackson Gable
Jan. 15, 2021

Memorial services for Aubrey Don Walton, infant 
son of Boyd Wayne Walton Jr. and Belicia Chantal 
(Goff) Walton, were held at 10 a.m. on Thurs., Jan. 28, 
2021, at Agent Mallory Martin Chapel in Sallisaw.

Arrangements were under the direction of Agent 
Mallory Martin Funeral Service, Inc.

Aubrey was born on Sat., Jan. 16, 2021, and passed 
away on Sat., Jan. 16, 2021, in Fort Smith, Ark.

Survivors include his parents; one brother, Charles 
Walton of the home; grandparents, Boyd and Sharon 
Walton of the home; and other family members.

Aubrey Don Walton

Jan. 16, 2021 – Jan. 16, 2021

Oklahoma City – Funer-
al services for Michael 
Christopher Rogers, 49, 
of Oklahoma City, were 
held at 10 a.m. on Fri., 
Jan. 29, 2021, at Agent 
Mallory Martin Chapel 
in Sallisaw. Burial was at 
Pilgrims Rest Cemetery 
in Stilwell under the di-
rection of Agent Mallory 
Martin Funeral Service, 
Inc.

Mr. Rogers was born 

Michael Christopher Rogers

June 16, 1971 – Jan. 22, 2021

on June 16, 1971, in Stilwell to Michael Dale Rogers 
and Thursey (McMurtry) Catlett and passed away on 
Fri., Jan. 22, 2021, in Oklahoma City.

He was a retired Master Sergeant in the U.S. Air 
Force and of the Seventh Day Adventist faith.

Survivors include his mother, Thursey Catlett and 
husband Neal of Hartford, Ark.; father, Michael Rog-
ers and wife Diane of Bates City, Mo.; several brothers 
and sisters; and other family members and friends.

Pallbearers were Eric Catlett, Nathan Curtis, Rob-
bie Pollock, Keith Breslow, Ben Dougan and Audie 
McMurtry.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Na-
tional Kidney Foundation or American Heart Asso-
ciation.

Sallisaw – Funeral services for Rachel Deloris Doos-
ing, 88, of Sallisaw, were held at 10 a.m. on Wed., Feb. 
3, 2021, at Agent Mallory Martin Chapel in Sallisaw. 
Burial was at Upper Camp Creek Cemetery in Muld-
row under the direction of Agent Mallory Martin Fu-
neral Service, Inc.

Mrs. Doosing was born on Dec. 13, 1932, in Te-
cumseh to George Albert Bowden and Virgie Mary 
(Badley) Bowden and passed away on Thurs., Jan. 28, 
2021, in Tahlequah. She was a waitress.

Survivors include one son, Jim Johnson and wife 
Brenda of Sallisaw; one grandchild; one great-grand-
child; and other family members and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents; one son, 
Vic Johnson; three sisters, Ruth Chapman, Elsie Smith 
and Maudie Kirkland; and two brothers, Alfred and 
Ernest Bowden.

Rachel Deloris Doosing
Dec. 13, 1932 – Jan. 28, 2021

The Cherokee Na-
tion Treasurer released 
the tribe’s COVID-19 
Respond, Recover, Re-
build Spending Report, 
showing the number of 
ways the tribe has served 
citizens through job and 
food security, economic 
relief, health care, hous-
ing and connectivity dur-
ing the pandemic.

The Cherokee Nation 
received $411 million 
from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Treasury for 
Coronavirus Relief assis-
tance. Other federal CO-
VID-19 funding received 
was spent as prescribed 
by each funding agency, 
such as USDA food pro-
gram, health or transpor-
tation needs.

“The Cherokee Na-
tion Finance Office has 
worked closely with Ad-
ministration and the 
Council of the Cherokee 
Nation to ensure that our 
relief dollars helped our 
Cherokee citizens stay 
safe, stay working and had 
the basic essential needs 
such as food, shelter, 
health care, and clothing 
to get through this pan-
demic,” Treasurer Tral-
ynna Sherrill Scott said. 
“We are extremely proud 
to have served more than 
130,000 citizens with di-
rect assistance using the 
Coronavirus Relief Fund 
and thousands more of 

our citizens through oth-
er essential programs and 
services we’ve offered.”

The Cherokee Nation 
provided relief by dedi-
cating $177 million for 
jobs so that employees 
did not miss a paycheck 
or experience layoffs in 
the past year. Another 
$54 million went directly 
to individual citizens for 
emergency relief, cloth-
ing assistance, those with 
disabilities, utilities and 
other needs. 

They also invested $38 
million in PPE and safety 
supplies, including set-
ting up its own N95 and 
N99 mask production. 
Once operational, the 
Cherokee Nation will be 
the only manufacturer of 
N99 masks in the United 
States. An additional $22 
million was invested in 
public health infrastruc-
ture needs such as, new 
employee health clinics, 
expanded domestic vio-
lence shelters, and com-
munity water line and 
water treatment improve-
ments.

“We went where the 
needs were and the needs 
were all over, and differ-
ent for different commu-
nities,” Principal Chief 
Chuck Hoskin Jr. said. 
“There was an ongoing 
need for PPE manufac-
turing, so we are having 
Cherokees produce them 

in the Cherokee Nation. 
Other facilities will be 
used for food security 
efforts. As we continue 
the largest emergency 
food distribution pro-
gram in the history of 
the Cherokee Nation we 
need strategic locations 
to store and distribute 
food. Other locations are 
a way to spread staff and 
the citizens they serve out 
through social distanc-
ing.”

Another important 
way the Cherokee Na-
tion is helping communi-
ties and addressing needs 
through the COVID-19 
pandemic is by address-
ing the digital divide 
throughout the reserva-
tion. They sent over $19 
million in Technology 
Grants to students to help 
them purchase necessary 
equipment for distance 
learning. The Nation 
spent an additional $27 
million toward improv-
ing connectivity, includ-
ing providing more than 
9,000 mobile Wi-Fi hot-
spots that included a year 
of service to Cherokee 
Nation citizens with no 
internet connectivity, as 
well as making invest-
ments to improve tele-
work and tele-health ca-
pabilities.

“Over the next couple 
of weeks, we’ll also be 
wrapping up the deploy-

ment of 35, Cherokee 
Connect drive up loca-
tions, where folks can 
pull into a parking lot, 
remain in their vehicles 
to socially distance and 
connect to the Internet,” 
Deputy Chief Bryan War-
ner said. “These sites are 
strategically placed to 
make them easily acces-
sible in many rural parts 
of the reservation.”

The Cherokee Nation 
also launched the largest 
emergency food distribu-
tion effort in the tribe’s 
history which served 
more than 112,000 tribal 
citizens with boxes of 
foods during more than 
300 food events held in the 
Cherokee Nation. More 
than 70,000 ready-made 
meals were also delivered 
to Cherokee elders.

The tribe spent $27 
million to address food 
security through the 
pandemic, including the 
construction of five new 
food distribution centers, 
a meat processing facil-
ity, and additional refrig-
erated trucks. The tribe 
made other investments 
in public health, career 
services, community or-
ganizations, housing and 
economic relief.

A Respond, Recover 
and Rebuild website to 
house the spending re-
port for Cherokee citi-
zens is available online.

CHEROKEE NATION | COURTESY

The Cherokee Nation launched the largest emergency food distri-
bution effort in the tribe’s history, which served more than 112,000 
tribal citizens with boxes of foods during more than 300 food events 

held in the Cherokee Nation. More than 70,000 ready-made meals 
were also delivered to Cherokee elders. 

CN shares COVID-19 Respond, Recover, Rebuild Spending Report
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davit, Clinton registered 
with the Sequoyah Coun-
ty Sex and Violent Of-
fender Registry on Aug. 
20, 2019, stating that he 
lived with his wife. Ed-
wards attempted to make 
contact with Clinton by 
calling the phone num-
ber he listed as a contact 
number but a recording 
stated the number had 
been disconnected and 
was no longer a working 
number. The same hap-

pened when Edwards 
tried calling Clinton’s 
wife’s number as well.

As of date, Edwards 
reported Clinton has not 
made contact with her 
office to give notice of a 
change of address and a 
warrant was then request-
ed for his arrest.

If found guilty, the 
crime is punishable by 
incarceration in a correc-
tional facility for not more 
than 5 years and fine not 
to exceed $5000, or both 
such fine and imprison-
ment, according to Dis-
trict Attorney Jack Thorp.

COMPLY
from page 1

SUIT
from page 1

der the above-referenced 
state system, has lost his 
job, has endured hu-
miliation and emotional 
stress,” according to the 
petition.

Fisher is asking for 
a judgment against the 
town in a sum in excess 
of $10,000, interest, costs, 
attorneys’ fees, reinstate-
ment to his job position, 
other equitable relief and 
any and all other relief to 
which he is deemed en-
titled.

A resident of Fort 
Smith, Ark., Fisher was 
appointed as interim 
chief at Vian during a May 
2017 special meeting. He 
had been employed with 
the Vian Police Depart-
ment since August 2015 
and has worked in law 

enforcement for about 20 
years.

Certified to work in 
both Arkansas and Okla-
homa, Fisher started his 
career in law enforce-
ment at the Sebastian 
County Jail in Arkansas 
and served as the former 
assistant police chief in 
Bokoshe and Quinton.

He was replaced by 
Daniel New as Vian’s Po-
lice Chief following his 
dismissal.

Vian Town Attorney 
Larry Vickers said he was 
aware of the filing of the 
lawsuit, but to his knowl-
edge it has not been 
served as of yet. 

“Due to its “pending” 
nature, I cannot comment 
on the matter,” he said.

Town Administrator 
Keith Boshers said he was 
unable to discuss any-
thing regarding the case 
at this time.

WRIGHT
from page 1

my recent term I have 
gained more understand-
ing of the intricacies of 
city government and have 
a long way to go, but I have 
the energy and confidence 
to help continue building 
our great town up and 
serving our citizens.”

Wright said he decided 
to run in 2021 to help 
continue the growth and 
quality of life in Vian.

“Vian, for the first time 

in my lifetime is experi-
encing great growth and 
the city staff and team 
has some great leaders 
that really love this town 
and want to see everyone 
thrive,” he said. 

“The Wrights have 
graced the Vian streets 
forever!” he said. “I’m a 
fourth generation Wright 
and my blood runs pur-
ple and gold.”

Wright and his wife 
of 21 years, Amber, have 
two daughters, Alexis 
and Avery, and two sons,  
Elijah and Solomon.

Intoxicated Woman takes infant inside casino
AMIE CATO-REMER
EDITOR

A Sallisaw woman is 
facing a felony charge of 
child neglect after she re-
portedly took her infant 
inside the Cherokee Ca-
sino in Roland while in-
toxicated and then locked 
her keys and the infant 
inside her vehicle.

Ahlexiah S. Cheater, 
22, was formally charged 
on Jan. 20 in Sequoyah 
County District Court 
and received a $5,000 
bond. She is now sched-
uled to appear before 
Associate District Judge 
Kyle Waters for a March 
24 felony disposition 
docket. 

Roland Police Officer 
Tyler Ragan reported on 
the evening of Dec. 30, he 
was dispatched to the ca-
sino in reference to an in-
toxicated female who was 
reportedly attempting to 
drive away from the ca-
sino with a baby.

Casino security told 
Ragan that Cheater ap-
peared to be heavily in-
toxicated and was trying 
to leave when she acci-
dentally locked her child 

and the keys to the vehi-
cle inside the vehicle. 

Ragan spoke with 
Cheater and reported she 
had an odor of alcohol 
coming from her person, 
slurred speech and was 
unsteady on her feet. The 
infant was reportedly in 
a car seat locked inside, 
crying, and Ragan was 
able to unlock the vehicle 
and let Cheater tend to 
the child.

One of the security of-
ficers told Ragan while 
Cheater was on the gam-
ing floor, the security of-
ficer saw her at a gaming 
machine holding an in-
fant baby. When the se-
curity officer confronted 
Cheater, telling her she 
couldn’t have the baby on 
the gaming floor, Cheater 
reportedly said, ‘Well, I’m 
trying to play, so you can 
have it,’ referring to the 
baby, and then tries to 
hand the baby off to the 
security officer.

The security officer 
informed Cheater once 
again she could not have 
a baby on the gaming 
floor and Cheater once 

again told the security of-
ficer ‘Here, you can have 
her,’ once again referring 
to the baby.

The casino’s lead of se-
curity said as they were 
walking Cheater out of 
the casino, she report-
edly tried handing the 
baby to a random male 
bystander, telling him to 
take her baby because she 
was going to jail, accord-
ing to the affidavit. That’s 
when security reportedly 
contacted Roland Police.

Ragan spoke to Cheat-
er about her level of 
intoxication. Cheater 
claimed she hadn’t drank 
anything until she and 
the baby arrived at the 
casino. The officer said 
they later found that to 
be untrue after reviewing 
the casino’s security sur-
veillance. 

According to the affi-
davit, the footage shows 
Cheater arriving on ca-
sino property with her 
baby but never shows her 
consuming an alcoholic 
beverage. 

“She also stated that 
the baby wasn’t with her 

when she first arrived. 
Cheater was very de-
ceptive in her story and 
contradicted herself nu-
merous times,” Ragan re-
ported. “Cheater showed 
apparent signs of inebria-
tion other than alcohol.”

After the Department 
of Human Services was 
contacted about the child, 
it was reportedly released 
into the custody of a fam-
ily member.

Cheater was trans-
ported to the Roland 
Police Department and 
later transported to the 
Sequoyah County Deten-
tion Center where she 
was booked in on the 
charge. 

If found guilty of the 
crime, Cheater could face 
imprisonment in the cus-
tody of the Department of 
Corrections not exceed-
ing life imprisonment, 
or by imprisonment in a 
county jail not exceeding 
1 year, or by a fine of not 
less than $500 nor more 
than $5,000, or both fine 
and imprisonment, ac-
cording to District Attor-
ney Jack Thorp. 

Annual Azalea Pageant is March 20
The 37th annual Aza-

lea Pageant will be held 
on Saturday, March 20, 
at the Roxy Theater in 
Muskogee. The pageant is 
held each year to kick off 

the Azalea Festival and is 
open to girls from birth 
to 18 years of age. 

For entry forms and 
more information, con-
tact Pageant Director 

Debbie Morgan at 918-
360-6886, debbiemor-
gan1112@gmail.com, or 
on Facebook by search-
ing Debbie Warren Mor-
gan.

Legislature Holds 
Final Virtual 

Redistricting Meeting
The Oklahoma House 

of Representatives and 
the State Senate redis-
tricting offices held a 
virtual town hall meet-
ing on the legislative re-
districting process.

The two virtual meet-
ings – the first Dec. 21 
– gave lawmakers and 
redistricting staff the 
opportunity to answer 
questions and take com-
ments from the public 
in real time. 

They were part of a 
series of 20 meetings 
held statewide in De-
cember and January to 
gather public input. 

The meetings were 
open to anyone who 
wanted to attend.

The Oklahoma Senate 
will hold its final meet-
ing at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 28, in Owasso at the 
Tulsa Technology Cen-
ter, Sycamore Room.

“We want the people 
of Oklahoma to have a 
say in who represents 
them both at the state 
Capitol and in the na-
tion,” said State Rep. 
Ryan Martinez, R-
Edmond, chair of the 
House Redistricting 
Committee. 

“These meetings gave 
us a chance to explain 
the redistricting pro-
cess, which is constitu-
tionally required, and 
to learn from the pub-
lic their concerns and 
their ideas for how they 
would like to be repre-
sented moving forward.”

“These public meet-
ings allowed transpar-
ency into this process, 
and the virtual format 
gave us the opportu-
nity to hear from peo-
ple who could not get 
to one of the in-person 
meetings,” said State 
Sen. Lonnie Paxton, R-
Tuttle, chair of the Sen-
ate Select Committee on 
Redistricting. 

“I’m thankful to those 
who chose to participate 
in this process of mak-
ing government work 
for the people.”

Every 10 years, the 
Legislature is consti-
tutionally required to 
redraw Oklahoma’s leg-
islative and congressio-
nal district boundaries 
to reflect population 
changes following the 
decennial census. 

Redistricting plans 
for state legislative dis-
tricts must be complet-
ed by May 28, 2021, the 
constitutionally man-
dated conclusion of the 
first regular legislative 
session following the 
end of the census. 

Congressional redis-
tricting has no deadline, 
but the Legislature aims 
to complete its work in 
time for the 2022 elec-
tions.

Meetings were live-
streamed when pos-
sible, and video is ar-
chived. Previous House 
meetings can be viewed 
here: https://okhouse.
g o v / Vi d e o / D e f a u l t .
aspx and Senate meet-
ings can be viewed here: 
https://oksenate.gov/
live-chamber.

Anyone unable to at-
tend the meeting may 
email comments to the 
House at redistrictokla-
homa2020@okhouse.
gov, Senate at redis-
tricting@oksenate.gov, 
or contact their state 
representative or state 
senator. 

All comments and 
public testimony will 
be shared with the com-
mittees.

Additional informa-
tion about the redis-
tricting process can be 
found here: https://ok-
house.gov/Publications/
Redistricting.aspx and 
here: https://oksenate.
gov/redistricting.

The Cherokee Na-
tion has administered 
its 10,000th dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine to 
Cherokee citizens falling 
within the tribe’s Phase 
1 and Phase 2A priority 
distribution plan, includ-
ing frontline health care 
workers, first-language 
Cherokee speakers, and 
Cherokee elders.

“From Day 1 of the 
first doses of the COV-
ID-19 vaccine arriving in 
the Cherokee Nation, we 
have prioritized Chero-
kee speakers, Cherokee 
elders and our health care 
workers who have been 
on the frontlines protect-
ing all of us during the 
worst health crisis we’ve 
seen in generations,” said 
Principal Chief Chuck 
Hoskin Jr. 

“I appreciate our 
Health Services team for 
working so tirelessly to 
provide this vaccine to 
the most vulnerable in 
our communities. They 
have been effective and 
efficient in this process, 
and their work is saving 
lives every day.”

Nearly 60 percent of 
the tribe’s allotted COV-
ID-19 vaccines have been 
provided to first-lan-
guage Cherokee speak-
ers, Cherokee National 
Treasures, and Cherokees 
elders since the first doses 
arrived on Dec. 14, 2020.

“This milestone for our 
health system is one we 
are excited to celebrate,” 
said Cherokee Nation 
Health Services Executive 
Director Dr. R. Stephen 
Jones. “It’s an encourage-
ment to our health teams 
to have vaccinated this 
many of our staff, Chero-
kee speakers, National 
Treasures, elders and now 
even more groups as we 
have entered phase 2A of 
our vaccine distribution 
plan.”

Cherokee Nation’s 
Phase 2A is ongoing and 
includes teachers work-
ing for the Cherokee Na-
tion, Cherokee Nation 
child care workers, food 
distribution program em-
ployees and other critical 
staff, as well as Cherokee 
citizens 55 and older.

“It’s important that 
our people take the vac-
cine as soon as possible, 
especially those at-risk 
citizens,” said former 
Cherokee Nation Princi-

pal Chief Ross Swimmer, 
one of the nearly 6,000 
Cherokee elders recently 
receiving a COVID-19 
vaccine through the tribe. 

“From the time I start-
ed learning about this 
vaccine several months 
ago, it clearly is the best 
opportunity people have 
to avoid getting the CO-
VID virus. It would be a 
shame if Cherokees didn’t 
take advantage of this. I 
want to encourage all of 
our Cherokee elders to 
come in and get this vac-
cine. This is a landmark 
project and I want to ex-
press my thanks to Chief 
Hoskin for his work, and 
to the medical providers 
for their efforts.”

Vaccinations are being 
administered by appoint-
ment only for established 
Cherokee Nation Health 
Services patients with a 
medical chart who fall 
within Phase 1 and 2A 
of the tribe’s phased dis-
tribution plan, which is 
available online at health.
cherokee.org. 

Individuals who meet 
phased distribution cri-
teria can schedule an 
appointment by calling 
1-539-234-4099. 

Qualifying appoint-
ments are being sched-
uled from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day, excluding holidays. 
Walk-ins are not being 
taken at this time.

“Vaccine uptake 
among our health care 
staff has also been an in-
spiration for others who 
meet phase criteria to get 
vaccinated,” Jones said. 
“We share our vaccine 
stories and educate one 
other to encourage even 
higher vaccine uptake 
among our health staff.”

For more info on the 
COVID-19 vaccine, in-
cluding answers to fre-
quently asked questions, 
or to find Cherokee Na-
tion Health Service reg-
istration forms and the 
latest updates to the 
Cherokee Nation CO-
VID-19 vaccine distri-
bution plan, visit health.
cherokee.org.

There were more than 
13,800 positive cases of 
COVID-19 within the 
Cherokee Nation as of 
Jan. 28. Cherokee Nation 
Health Services has re-
ported 90 deaths caused 
by COVID-19.

Former Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Ross Swimmer is one of 
nearly 6,000 Cherokee elders recently receiving a COVID-19 vac-
cine through the tribe. Cherokee Nation administered its 10,000th 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine this week.

Cherokee Nation 
administers 10,000 dose 

of COVID-19 vaccine

Anyone in need of 
clothing can now call 
God’s Blessings Clothes 
Closet in Vian for an ap-
pointment to come to the 
clothes closet. 

“We’ll make you an ap-

pointment but you can 
only come in if you are 
wearing a mask,” Ruby 
Pigeon with God’s Bless-
ings Clothes Closet said. 
“You can reach me at 
918-705-1251.”

In Need of Clothing?
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Religious

Shirley R. 
Watts

Pastor
Michael Martin 

Vian 

Baptist

Church

Known to God

Vian First Free Will 
Baptist Church
Pastor Garry Brown

SUNDAY
Sunday School--10am
Morning Worship--11am

WEDNESDAY
Service--7pm

1 block N of Vian Police 
Dept., Corner of Blackstone 

and Sequoyah
918-776-4510

Vian United
Methodist Church

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”

Come as you are, we would

love to see you!

SUNDAY
Sunday School --10am
Worship--11am

WEDNESDAY
Worship--6:00pm

Corner of Lee and
Blackstone

Church Office
918-773-5335

Westside
Church of Christ

SUNDAY

Worship--10:30am and 4pm

WEDNESDAY

Evening Service--7:00pm

Hwy 64 West, 1 block north 

on Old Hwy 82, Vian

First Baptist Church

of Gore

The home of Trouty T

Pastor Doug Bane
FBC Gore...your place to belong

SUNDAY

Sunday school--9:45am

Morning Worship--11:00am

Discipleship Training and

      choir practice--5:00pm

Evening worship--6:00pm

WEDNESDAY

Prayer meeting and youth

      group--6:30pm

5th and Main Street

Gore, OK

First Presbyterian

Church
Pastor Dianah Gourley

“Worship amid beautiful stained glass 

with friendly people who are preserv-

ing the past, serving Christ in the pres-

ent, and looking forward to the future”

SUNDAY

Children’s Sunday School-9:30am

Adult Sunday School-9:30am

Sunday Worship Service-11am

918-775-4868
Corner of Creek St. and
South Oak, Sallisaw, OK

fpc.sallisaw@sbcglobal.net

Gore United 

Methodist Church
Rev. Richard Brasher

“Open hearts sharing God’s love.”

SUNDAY

Sunday Service--9:30am

Fellowship--10:30am

Sunday School--10:45-11:30am

Evening Service–6pm

We’d Love to See You!

www.goreumc.org

4th and Winn, Across street 

from Grade School

Landmark

Missionary Baptist 

Church
Pastor Steve Spyres

“Growing in Grace”

SUNDAY
Sunday School--10am
Morning Worship--11am
Evening Worship--6pm

WEDNESDAY

Evening Bible Classes--7pm
Join us for worship and Bible study, 

you are always welcome!

Van Ministry available--

Call to make arrangements

Hwy 82 N of Vian

918-773-5892

www.vianlandmark.org

Round Mountain

Community 

Church
Pastor Kenneth Byrd

SUNDAY
Morning Worship--10:30am

WEDNESDAY

Evening Worship--7pm

4 miles west of Vian 

on Hwy 64,

watch for church sign,

turn left, go across 

RR Track, continue 

1/2 mile W & S

918-521-6116

Vian Baptist Church
Pastor Mike Martin

SUNDAY

Sunday School--9:45am
Morning Worship--10:45am

Evening Worship--6:00pm

WEDNESDAY

Wednesday Night Live--6:30pm
Corner of Hwys. 64 West

and Old 82
918-773-5226

Blackgum Christian 

Union Church
Rev. Reggie Kelley, D. Div.-

CPT USA (Ret)
“Come as You Are. We’re Here to Serve”

The Working People’s Church.

Veterans and Bikers Welcome

918-773-5971

SUNDAY

Sunday School--10am

Morning Worship--11am

Evening Worship--5pm

WEDNESDAY

Weekday Service--6pm

Hwy 82 E, 1/4 mile E of

Hwy Intersection, Vian

Blackgum

First Baptist Church
Pastor Tim Hare

We exist to bring glory to God by

exalting His Son, growing in His

truth and fulfilling His mission.
SUNDAY

Sunday School--9:45am
Worship Service--10:45am

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Meeting and Bible
  Study--6pm
Kids and Youth--6pm

918-773-5431
Corner of Blackgum

Landing Rd and Hwy. 100

Cornerstone 

Tabernacle
Pastor Jeff Green

 “Cornerstone is the

Foundation of the Family”

SUNDAY

Morning Worship--10:30am

Evening Worship--6:30pm

WEDNESDAY

Evening Service--7pm

Turn on 8th Street,

go west to end, Gore

918-489-2385

Church Directory

Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God.
KJ Matthew 5:8

I will bless the Lord at all 
times: his praise shall con-
tinually be in my mouth.
KJ Psalms 34: 1

I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but
shall have the light of life.
KJ John 8:12

Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace whose mind is stay
ed on thee: because he trust-
eth in thee.
5
Trust ye in the Lord for-
ever:....
KJ Isaiah 26:3-4

That he might present it to 
himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without 
blemish.
KJ Ephesians 5:27

List your church 
for only 

$4.50 per week 
or call 

Jan at 918-775-4433
to receive a

discount when
you pay for a year.

ChurCh DireCtory

I Am with You...
Be Strong and Work

Spirit Led

Pastor 
Kenneth Byrd

Round
Mountain
Community
Church  

See PASTOR BYRD, page 5

“Whosoever therefore shall confess 
Me before men, him will I confess also 
before My Father which is in heaven.”  
Matthew 10:32.

What a good thought! Being know 
to God! Think about that a moment. 
The Bible tells us in  James 1:17  “Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Fa-
ther of lights, with whom is no vari-
ableness, neither shadow of turning.” 

Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above. If God knows us, then 
we are in line for good gifts AND per-

fect gifts. If He knows us things will happen in our 
lives for a reason. We can rely on God that the reason 
will be good, even if it doesn’t seem so in the moment.

My wife and I went to our 50 High School Reunion 
last year. We were late. I was upset. I had taken a wrong 
turn in Bolivar and headed north instead of east to 
Buffalo, Mo. As a teenager I had made that trip often 
and I was wondering what in the world had happened 
to my sense of direction. I finally got on 32 East and 
as we passed through Halfway, a tiny burg half way 

between Bolivar and Buffalo, there had been a major 
accident at the intersection in the middle of town. 
Could God have directed me to take the wrong road 
to protect us? Of course He could have!

The part that talks about there being no variable-
ness in God is a comfort as well. If God never changes, 
then His blessings never cease. He will always reward 
good with good. On the other hand, He will also re-
ward bad with bad. John10:27  “My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me:”  Those 
that follow Christ have no worries. Good will follow 
them. It’s a promise. 

Do Christians have trials and troubles? Of course 
they do, but God’s promise is always with them. He 
can see our future and it might take some bad things 
to bring about some good things in our life.

I have heard of a Christian couple who wanted chil-
dren so badly that they would pray and cry at night. 
The wife ached for motherhood. They went to a fertil-
ity clinic to see what the problems was. She had prob-
lems with fertility. They tried to implant a fertilized 
egg. She was happy for three months. She would walk 
around holding her stomach and thank God that there 
was a baby growing in there. 

In the fourth month, the baby came early. It was still 
born. She was almost inconsolable. She begged God 
to show her why He had taken her baby. It shook her 
faith in God. Until…a house fire in the middle of the 
night. 

Three precious children were saved, but their par-
ents perished in the blaze. They had toyed with the 
idea of being foster parents. They had filled out all the 
paperwork, but had so far refused any children. Now 
with their broken hearts, God spoke to them about 
these three little girls that needed a home. 

This begins a joyous time in their lives. They were 
able to adopt for no living relative wanted to care for 
the three children. They would not have adopted if 
they had had their own child. God tells of taking care 
of widows and orphans. Through circumstance, He 
prepared hearts of a husband and wife to love and care 
for those three small children. 

Guess what? God also opened her womb and they 
were able to conceive and carry two more children full 
term. God had prepared them for a good gift (the little 
girls) and then He gave them a perfect gift (their own 
children). If we trust God with our lives, we will be 
rewarded with good things.

Yet now be strong, 
Zerubbabel, Joshua, 

and all you 
people…and 
work; for I 
am with you,’ 
says the Lord 
of hosts” 
(Haggai 2:4).

“Consider 
now from 
this day for-

ward” (Haggai 2:18).
“Is the seed still in the 

barn? As yet the vine, the 
fig tree, the pomegranate, 
and the olive tree have 
not yielded fruit. But 
from this day I will bless 
you’” (Haggai 2:19).

Disobedience

Zerubbabel led the 
Jews back into the home-
land to rebuild the temple. 
They drug their feet, but 
finally got the foundation 
laid, but discouragement 
came in with the roar-
ing of the enemies who 
surrounded Jerusalem 
and the temple remained 
in ruins. They were dis-
obedient and God dealt 
with them, called for a 
drought and all the work 
in harvest was in vain.

This attitude is very 
much alive in individual 
Christians and in local 
churches today. I believe 
most of the light of Jesus 
is under a basket. Many 
are listening to the roar-
ing of the lion and this 
leads to being disobedi-
ent to God. Many church-
es are not only lukewarm, 
but are dead and don’t 
know it.

Christians, we must 
rise up and build the 
Kingdom of God. God 
has commanded this. 
When will we realize that 
if we continue the direc-
tion of disobedience that 
God will do more than 
shake us? Over the years 
I have heard the phrase 
“let’s don’t rock the boat” 
we may offend the en-
emy,” I say let’s not only 
rock it, but let’s sink it. 
We must be verbal with 
our witness. I have never 
seen anyone who comes 
to Christ who cannot let 
the whole world know it. 

To be silent about Jesus 
who suffered and shed His 
blood for forgiveness of 
sins and resurrected from 
the dead that we may …
if we believe, have eternal 
life is to be disobedient. 
How do you do a “hush-
hush” about Him? I have 
been forgiven and I have 
eternal life in Christ and 
a Heavenly Home wait-
ing for me when I leave 

this sinful land. I will 
never keep this to myself! 
If you know Him as your 
personal Savior, let the 
world know it. That is be-
ing the best witness. 

“Therefore whoever 
confesses Me before men, 
him I will also confess be-
fore My Father who is in 
heaven. But whoever de-
nies Me before men, him 
I will also deny before My 
Father who is in heaven” 
(Matthew 10:32-33).

God had called the 
Jews to go home and be 
a witness to the Gentiles. 
They were not a witness 
for Him, but ignored the 
call. God had done so 
much for them and has 
done so much for us, how 
do we ignore His call and 
command to go into “all 
the world” with the Gos-
pel?  

It had been 16 years 
and God reminds them 
of how He had to disci-
pline them. They had a 
sinful heart. “‘So is this 
people, and so is this na-
tion before Me,’ says the 
Lord, ‘and so is every 
work of their hands; and 
what they offer there is 
unclean” (Haggai 2:14).

They had laid the 
foundation with a nega-
tive spirit and it did not 
honor God. They needed 
to consider their personal 
heart, repent and get on 
with the work. 

“I struck you with 
blight and mildew and 
hail in all the labors of 
your hands; yet you did 
not turn to Me,’ says the 
Lord…Considers now 
from the day that the 
foundation of the Lord’s 
temple was laid—consid-
er it; Is the seed still in the 
barn? (Haggai 2:17-19). 
They had to say no!

Listening to the roar-
ing of the enemy had 
to come to a halt. They 
must, and we must al-
ways put the Lord first 
in all we do and glorify 
Him. Time is short! Let’s 
not wait sixteen years to 
finish His work. 

“…be strong, all you 
people…,’ says the Lord, 
‘and work; for I am with 
you,’ says the Lord of 
hosts… so My Spirit re-
mains among you; do not 
fear!’ (Haggai 2:4-5).

Let us work, pray and 
move across this land like 
“spiritual locust,” cast-
ing out the roaring of the 
lion. 

Be Salt and Light in 
these dark days!

God is with us!

visit www.viannews.com

(continued from last 
week)

What is 
our spirit?

Keep in 
mind our 
introduc-
tory text. 
R o m a n s 
8:14. . .As 
many as 
are led by 
the spirit 
of God, 
they are 
the sons 
of God.

T h e n 
verse 16 gives us a little 
insight into how the spirit 
of God leads us: The spir-
it itself beareth witness 
with our spirit, that we 
are the children of God. 
In other words, the spirit 
of God bears witness with 
the spirit of man.

Proverbs 20:27 says: 
The spirit of man is the 
candle of the Lord – ac-
cording to these scrip-
tures God will guide us 
though our spirits, so we 
must find out what our 
spirit is.

Jesus said to Nicode-
mus, except a man be 
born again, he cannot 
see the Kingdom of God 
(John 3:3).

Nicodemus, being 
natural, could only think 
naturally. So he said, how 

can a man be born when 
he is old? Can he enter 
the second time into his 
mother’s womb, and be 
born.

Jesus wasn’t talking 
about a physical birth. 
He said: That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh 
and that which is born of 
the spirit is spirit. He was 
talking about a spiritual 
birth.

The part of man that 
is born again is his spirit. 
Man’s spirit receives eter-
nal life - the life of God, 
and the nature of God. It 
is man’s spirit that is made 
a new creature in Christ.

Paul calls man’s spirit 
the inward man. Peter 
calls man’s spirit the hid-
den man of the heart.

1 Peter 3:4: But let it 
be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is 
not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, which is in 
the sight of God of great 
price.

In many places when 
the Bible speaks of the 
heart, it is speaking of 
the spirit. This is the real 
man. It will help you in 
your believing and in 
your faith to think like 
that.

In the New Testament, 
wherever the word heart 
is used, substitute the 

word spirit and you will 
get a clearer picture of 
what the Bible is talking 
about. It’s the spirit of 
man that is born again.

2 Corinthians 5:17 
Therefore if any man be 
in Christ, he is a new 
creature, old things are 
passed away, behold all 
things are become new.

This is talking about 
the inward man. It 
couldn’t be talking about 
the outward man. When 
you’re born again and be-
come a new creature, you 
don’t get a new body.

The outward man is 
just like it was before, 
if you were bald before 
you were born again, 
you are still bald after-
wards. If you had brown 
eyes before, you still have 
brown eyes. The outward 
man doesn’t change. God 
doesn’t do anything with 
the outward man.

You have to do some-
thing with the outward 
man. You find out what 
God wants you to do with 
the outward man from 
the Bible and then you do 
it.

God does something 
with the inward man. He 
makes the man on the in-
side a new man in Christ, 
a new creature, a new cre-
ation.

I Thessalonians 5:23...I 

pray God your whole 
spirit and soul and body 
be preserved blameless. 
In this scriptural passage, 
Paul begins with the in-
side, the innermost part 
of man, the heart of his 
being, which is his spirit, 
and comes to the outside.

Many people misquote 
this verse. They say body, 
soul and spirit. Why do 
they put the body first? 
Because they are more 
body conscious than 
spirit conscious. Natu-
ral things mean more 
to them than spiritual 
things. So they put physi-
cal things first. Some-
times we’re more mental 
conscious because we live 
more in the mental realm.

But man is a spirit be-
ing, we need to be spirit 
conscious. Spiritual 
things will become more 
real to us the more spirit 
conscious we become. If 
we’re going to be led by 
the spirit of God, we must 
become more spirit con-
scious, or we will miss out 
on the whole thing. God’s 
spirit leads us through 
our spirit. Put spirit first. 
Become more spirit con-
scious, more conscious of 
the inward man. Realize 
that you are a spirit be-
ing and that you became 



 

Do you have time for God? He made 
time for you!  

Genesis 1:1-31 “1In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth. 
2And the earth was without form, and 

void; and dark-
ness was upon 
the face of the 
deep. And the 
Spirit of God 
moved upon the 
face of the waters. 
3And God said, 
Let there be light: 
and there was 

light. 4And God saw the light, that it was 
good: and God divided the light from 
the darkness. 5And God called the light 
Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And the evening and the morning were 
the first day. 6And God said, Let there 
be a firmament in the midst of the wa-
ters, and let it divide the waters from the 
waters. 7And God made the firmament, 
and divided the waters which were 
under the firmament from the waters 
which were above the firmament: and 
it was so. 8And God called the firma-
ment Heaven. And the evening and the 
morning were the second day. 

“9And God said, Let the waters under 

the heaven be gathered together unto 
one place, and let the dry land appear: 
and it was so. 10And God called the dry 
land Earth; and the gathering together 
of the waters called he Seas: and God 
saw that it was good. 11And God said, 
Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb 
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding 
fruit after his kind, whose seed is in it-
self, upon the earth: and it was so. 12And 
the earth brought forth grass, and herb 
yielding seed after his kind, and the tree 
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, 
after his kind: and God saw that it was 
good. 

“13And the evening and the morning 
were the third day. 14And God said, Let 
there be lights in the firmament of the 
heaven to divide the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs, and for sea-
sons, and for days, and years: 15And let 
them be for lights in the firmament of 
the heaven to give light upon the earth: 
and it was so. 16And God made two great 
lights; the greater light to rule the day, 
and the lesser light to rule the night: he 
made the stars also. 17And God set them 
in the firmament of the heaven to give 
light upon the earth, 18And to rule over 
the day and over the night, and to divide 
the light from the darkness: and God 

saw that it was good. 19And the evening 
and the morning were the fourth day.  

“20And God said, Let the waters bring 
forth abundantly the moving creature 
that hath life, and fowl that may fly 
above the earth in the open firmament 
of heaven. 21And God created great 
whales, and every living creature that 
moveth, which the waters brought forth 
abundantly, after their kind, and every 
winged fowl after his kind: and God 
saw that it was good. 22And God blessed 
them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let 
fowl multiply in the earth. 

“23And the evening and the morning 
were the fifth day. 24And God said, Let 
the earth bring forth the living creature 
after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, 
and beast of the earth after his kind: and 
it was so. 25And God made the beast of 
the earth after his kind, and cattle after 
their kind, and every thing that creep-
eth upon the earth after his kind: and 
God saw that it was good. 

“26And God said, Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creepeth 

upon the earth. 27So God created man 
in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female cre-
ated he them. 28And God blessed them, 
and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, 
and subdue it: and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over every living thing that 
moveth upon the earth.  

“29And God said, Behold, I have given 
you every herb bearing seed, which is 
upon the face of all the earth, and every 
tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree 
yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 
30And to every beast of the earth, and to 
every fowl of the air, and to every thing 
that creepeth upon the earth, wherein 
there is life, I have given every green herb 
for meat: and it was so. 31And God saw 
every thing that he had made, and, be-
hold, it was very good. And the evening 
and the morning were the sixth day.”

Make time for God! He made time for 
You all the way to the cross and through 
the Resurrection! Give God the glory! 
Happy New Year! Praise God’s holy 
name! Come to church! Learn of God 
and the facts in God’s Holy Bible. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, I love you…Just 
come as you are. God bless!
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Do You Have Time for Him?

The Christian

Union Station 

Pastor Reggie Kelley,
Blackgum Christian 
Union Church

PASTOR 
BYRD
from page 4

The Marble City His-
torical Society will hold a 
dinner at the Bank from 4 
to 6 p.m. on Feb. 15 at the 
Old Citizen’s State Bank 
in Marble City.

The cost will be $8 
per plate and the menu 

will include a choice of 
entrée, Italian spaghetti 
with meat sauce or Mexi-
can chicken spaghetti, 
with the following, salad 
with Italian dressing, 
green beans, garlic rolls 
and choice of cherry slab 

pie or red velvet cake.
To order call Mildred 

Taylor at 918-571-8025 
or Judy Bolin at 918-315-
9337.

The monthly Breakfast 
at the Bank will be discon-
tinued until further notice.

Dinner at the Bank is Feb. 15

First Semester
PrinciPal’S
Honor roll 

First Grade: Lillian 
Clark-Perkins, Harley Ev-
erett, Dalli Fisher, Trinity 
Foster, Ean Girty, Bryson 
Griffin, Beau Hofstet-
ter, Vada Massie, Mary 
McLennan, Mason Ohler, 
Kody Perry, Jacob Ponti-
celli, Skye Risley and Ma-
ria Wilder.

Second Grade: Athena 
Baldwin, Liam Barnes, 
Xavier Blackbird, Lex 
Branham, Jaylynn Calla-
way, Ruger Casteel, Hallie 
Coles, Seth Davis, Kolten 
Drew, Sunny Gregg, Abi-
gail Herriman, Kennedye 
Hofstetter, Kensy Huff, 
Nicholas Hyler, Gunner 
Killingsworth, Gentry 
Morris, Caisley Nichols, 
Hudson Nichols, Carson 
Noisey, Anthony Ra-
mos, Josiah Roark, Dylan 
Rounds, Paetyn Ruther-
ford, Carmen Salsbury, 
Journey Sullivan and 
Noah Villagomez.

Third Grade: Brianna 
Carlton, Brylee Chism, 
Cayden Chunestudy, 
Easten Copeland, Jonah 
Gomez, Coy Knicker-
bocker, Roman Madsen, 
Blayde McCullah, Shelby 

Nichols, Blake Prier, Cara 
Prock, Danny Scoggins, 
Obtavian Tavera, Jada 
Tharpe, Levi Thomas, 
Zeya Webb and Cain Wi-
nans.

Fourth Grade: Kal-
vin Andrade, Jack Kelly 
Caughman, Leila Cheat-
er, Creed Clouse, Jordyn 
Cowett, Noah Hallmark, 
Gavin Herod, Aaron 
Kimble, Jasmine Leonar-
do, Carter Madsen, Kylie 
McEver, Raylan McEver, 
Mason Napper, Gracie 
Ohler, Tristen Redburn, 
Jaxon Sumpter, Sophia 
Wastradowski and Jude 
Wilson.

Fifth Grade: Zate Ai-
nesworth, Brynn Bar-
noskie, Katelyn Carlton, 
Brooklyn Cox, Elizabeth 
Fuller, Hunter Johnson, 
Rylan Lane, McKennon 
McElhaney, Zoey Nich-
ols, Isaiah Owens, Coo-
per Risley, Sawyer Rob-
erts, Kason Short, Emma 
Skaggs and Clayton 
Thomas.

First Semester
SuPerintendent’S 

Honor roll

First Grade: Arleigh 
Akin, Blair Barnes, Ella 
Brunson-Hoffarth, Am-
arra Carter, Chloe Cho-

ate, Hudson Choate, 
Rocky Ford, Alekzandr 
Fuller, Ryan Garrison, 
Scarlett Guzik, Avril 
Johnson, Ellionna John-
son, Cooper King, Laken 
Pack, Mason Peterson, 
Creede Prier, Zoey Pruitt, 
Ellionna Ramos, Kody 
Richardson-Reed, Cason 
Roberts, Kaylee Sonnier, 
Henry Sullivan, Bronc 
Sumpter, Tripp Sumpter, 
Naiya Taylor, Zayn Vin-
son, Lucy Webb, Ada-
Bell Wilder and Haven 
Wilson.

Second Grade: Ralyn 
Barnes, Noah Brown, 
Brody Buttery, Jay’Sean 
Choate, Audrey Culber-
son, Lariat Hogan, Josey 
Jones, Rian Noisey, Geor-
gia Pack, Bella Pasold, 
Sadie Richerson, Xander 
Thornton and Cale Wi-
nans.

Third Grade: Allye 
Collins, Lyla McElhaney, 
Tuff Sumpter, Althea Tra-
cy, Landon Turman and 
John Wood.

Fourth Grade: Axl Bra-
nham, Isaiah Crowder, 
Tinley Gibson, Clover 
Gregory and Gideon 
Spyres.

Fifth Grade: Thomas 
Drew and Bostyn Rodgers.

Vian Youth Baseball 
signups will be held on 
Friday, Feb. 5, at the base-
ball complex at 5:30 p.m. 
League fee is $40. Please 
bring a copy of the play-
er’s Birth Certificate and 

CDIB card if available. 
Age Group and Year 

of Birth: 6U T-ball  2014, 
2015-2016; 8U Coach 
Pitch, 2012-2013; 10U, 
2010-2011; and 12U, 
2008-2009.

The league is also look-
ing for another 6U T-ball 
coach and possibly a 12U 
coach.

For more info, contact 
Justus Christie at 918-
571-2285. 

Vian Elementary announces Honor Rolls

Vian Youth Baseball signups are Feb. 5

a new creation created 
by God in Christ Jesus. It 
will help you grow spiri-
tually.

Say it to yourself out 
loud: I am a spirit being, 
I have a soul and I live in 
a body.

Saying that helps us 
become more spirit con-
scious. It will help our 
faith, because faith is of 
the spirit, or the heart.

AA open meetings are 
held every Tuesday and 
Friday at 7 p.m. at Can-
terbury Chapel in Vian. 

Canterbury Chapel is lo-
cated at 20 Randel Street, 
behind the Vian Smoke 
Shop.

AA Open Meetings in Vian

Eastern Oklahoma 
Development District 
Area Agency on Aging 
announces availability 
of Older Americans Act 
Title III Funding. Grant 
is for 1 year from July 1, 
2021 through June 30, 
2022. This is not for indi-
viduals. 

Bid proposals are be-
ing accepted for the fol-
lowing services to be pro-
vided to persons age 60 
years and older in:  Adair, 
Cherokee, McIntosh, 
Muskogee, Okmulgee, 

Sequoyah and Wagoner 
Counties.

Health Promotion 
(all seven counties); Ok-
mulgee Senior Nutrition 
(Okmulgee County only): 
Bid packets available 
Jan. 29, 2021, for pickup 
at the EODD office lo-
cated at 1012 N 38th St., 
Muskogee, OK  74401, or 
mailed upon request.  

To be considered for 
funding, a representa-
tive from bidder agency/
organization is required 
to attend the Proposers’ 

Conference on Friday, 
Feb. 19, 2021, at 9:30 a.m. 
at EODD. Facility is ADA 
accessible.  

Bid proposal closing 
date is March 12, 2021, 
at 12 noon. Contact AAA 
Planner, at 918-913-9584 
or email snicholson@
eoddok.org with ques-
tions or to request a bid 
packet.  

Interpreter services 
available upon request. 
Please provide advanced 
notice if interpreter ser-
vices are needed. 

EODD Area Agency on Aging Plan for 

Seniors of Eastern OK

Vizavance, formerly 
Prevent Blindness Okla-
homa, is the only non-
profit agency in Oklaho-
ma dedicated exclusively 
to advancing children’s 
education through bet-
ter vision and eye health 
and safety. Through their 
Children’s Vision Screen-
ing Program, and a 35-
year partnership with the 
Oklahoma Masons, free 
vision screening will be 
provided at Vian Elemen-
tary School on Feb. 4 and 
11, 2021.

Students in the Gold 
group will have their 
screenings on Feb. 4, 
while students in the Pur-

Vizavance to screen Vian 
Elementary Students in February

ple group will have their 
screenings on Feb. 11. 
Virtual students will need 
to schedule their times by 
contacting the elementa-
ry office at 918-773-5798, 
ext. 112.

Each year over 35,000 
children are referred with 
possible vision problems 
for a comprehensive eye 
exam with their local op-
tometrist or ophthalmol-
ogist. Vizavance strives 
to educate the public on 
the importance of eye 
screenings. 

Many children in 
Oklahoma can receive 
free exams and glasses 
through SoonerCare, Vi-

sion Service Plan benefits 
provided by Vizavance, 
formerly PBO, or through 
their Vision Quest assis-
tance program. 

Replacement glasses 
can be received through 
the Changing Life 
Through Lenses program. 
Infants 0 -1 yr. old may re-
ceive a free exam through 
the InfantSee program 
provided by local optom-
etrists. For information go 
to www.infantsee.org.

For more information 
on your child’s eyesight 
contact Melanie Gamble 
at Vizavance, 405-848-
7123 ext. 102.

6am to 2pm  Closed sunday

Sweet Nana’s 
Donuts

with this ad$

207 E Schley (Hwy 64), Vian  918-773-5003

$1 off any
Full Breakfast

Offer expires 02-10-21

VIAN NURSING 
& REHAB

305 N Thornton, Vian • 918-773-5258 

Greetings everyone!  I hope that you all are finding ways 
to avoid the Corona Virus this week.  There is so much 
uncertainty at this time that it’s hard not to take every 
precaution you can think of.  One thing that we do know 
at this point is that our elderly population seems to be 
exceptionally vulnerable with this particular virus.  

With that being said, Vian Nursing & Rehab and our sister 
facility, Gore Nursing Center, are restricting all visitors from 
both facilities at this time.  We feel that the safety and well-
being of our residents is our greatest concern at this point 
and this precaution has been received well by our residents 
and their family members.  We will re-evaluate these 
measures on a weekly basis and will ensure that the visitor 
restriction is not in place any longer than is necessary.

Until next time
Alison Farris, Administrator

Schuyler Montgomery
Owner

Alison Farris
Administrator

Presents

Greetings all from Vian Nursing & Rehab!  I hope and pray 
that members of our community and surrounding areas are all 
staying healthy during this trying time.  We, along with Gore 
Nursing Center, are doing our best to keep abreast of all the 
recommendations from the CDC, along with the state and 
federal guidelines.  Currently, neither home has any critical 
issues related to COVID-19 and although we have restricted 
visitors at this time, we are still taking daily measures to monitor 
our residents and staff.  Our residents are keeping contact 
with their loved ones over the phone and some wonderful 
community members have created homemade cards with 
notes of encouragement to get them through this difficult time.  

We look forward to the days ahead when we can put this virus 
behind us, but for now lets all take the time to do our part to 
help prevent the spread of illness for ourselves and our loved 
ones. 

Until next time
Alison Farris, Administrator

Greetings All!  I hope your February is getting off to a good start and I bet 
you’re all starting to think and plan ahead for the days when the weather will 
be more tolerable.  Things like, What will I put in the garden this year? Where 
will I go for vacation? or Who am I going to go visit this summer?  Planning 
ahead is a great idea when making these types of decisions, but it’s even more 
important when making decisions that will affect the rest of your life.  

Countless times in my career I have seen families try to guess what their 
Mom or Dad would have wanted done in times of death or medical emergencies, 
because they never sat down and had those difficult conversations.  I’ll be the 
first to admit these types of conversations aren’t the most enjoyable, but it sure 
does alleviate a lot of stress when those medical emergencies or unexpected 
deaths do occur.  There are a few documents that can help make your wishes 
clear to your loved ones and medical providers such as, an Advanced Directive 
or a living will, and you may even want to designate someone to be in charge 
of making medical decisions on your behalf if there comes a time that you 
aren’t able.  These forms are typically available on the internet or at a doctor’s 
office.  Call us at Vian Nursing & Rehab to see how we might be able to meet 
needs for you or your loved one.  Our phone number is 918-773-5258.  

Until Next Time,
Alison Farris, Administrator 

PLANNING AHEAD
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VIAN WRESTLING

Vian Crowns Six Champions at Maverick Tournament

LEA LESSLEy
SPORTS EDITOR

Gore’s high school basketball teams 
defeated Arkoma in a pair of Riverside 
Athletic Conference games on Friday 
night inside the Gore Event Center.

The Lady Pirates downed the Lady 
Mustangs 41-22 and the Pirates topped 
the Mustangs 42-39.

Gore hosts Webbers 
Falls beginning at 6:30 
p.m. on Friday night be-
fore taking on Chouteau-
Mazie at home on Saturday 
at 4:30 p.m. On Tuesday 
Gore plays Porter at home 
starting at 6:30 p.m.
Gore Girls 41, Arkoma 22

The Lady Pirates (6-8) won their 
third consecutive contest on Friday 
night with their decisive victory over 
the visiting Lady Mustangs (1-6).

Addison Sheffield connected on a 
3-pointer and registered five points in 

the opening quarter and Kara Brimm 
and Karli Springer added three apiece 
as Gore took an 11-5 lead. Jaydynn 
Walden led Arkoma with three points.

In the second stanza Sheffield made 
three 2-point field goals and scored six 
of her game-high 15 points as the Lady 
Pirates widened their advantage (8-6) 
to lead 19-11 at the half.

Springer (5 points) and Skye Brook-
sher each knocked down a 3-pointer in 
the third quarter and Sheffield added 
four points to help Gore outscore Ar-
koma 13-10. Jessica Butler and Walden 
scored five points apiece for the Lady 
Mustangs, who went to the fourth trail-
ing 32-21.

In the final eight minutes Brimm 
and Brooksher each knocked down a 
3-pointer as Gore added eight points 
(9-1) to its lead.

Trailing Sheffield in scoring for Gore 
were Springer (10 points), Brimm and 
Brooksher (6 each), Kenzi Terrell (3) 

and Natalie Casteel (1).
Scoring for Arkoma were Butler (9 

points), Walden (8), Haven Spoon and 
Whitley Gray (2 each) and Kaitlyn 
Glasgo (1).

Gore Boys 42, Arkoma 39

The Pirates (4-9 overall) erased a 
three-point deficit (31-28) at the end of 
the third quarter on Friday 
night in Gore by outscor-
ing the Mustangs (6-5) 
14-8 in the final eight min-
utes to register the confer-
ence victory.

In the first period Ben 
Kirkpatrick made a pair of 
2-point field goals for the 
Pirates but Arkoma took a 14-8 advan-
tage, thanks to the scoring of Hunter 
Harmon and Deuce Walden (4 points 
each) and Grant Williams and Easton 
Smith (3 apiece). 

Each team scored 12 points in the 
second frame and the Mustangs led 26-

20 at the half. Keigan Reid and Noah 
Cooper registered four points apiece 
and Brady Thomas hit a 3-pointer for 
Gore while Williams (5 points) and 
Walden each made a trey for Arkoma.

The Pirates sliced three points (8-5) 
off the deficit in the third stanza. Reid 
and Cooper (4 points each) accounted 
for all of Gore’s points and Josh Killion 
hit a 3-pointer for the Mustangs, who 
entered the fourth leading 31-28.

In the final eight minutes Reid and 
Kirkpatrick each scored five points as 
the Pirates erased the deficit. Smith re-
corded five points for Arkoma in the 
fourth and Walden added three.

Reid was the game’s leading scorer 
with 15 points and also scoring for Gore 
were Cooper (12), Kirkpatrick (10), 
Thomas (3) and Jackson Duke (2).

Scoring for the Mustangs were Smith 
and Walden (10 points each), Williams 
(8), Killion (5), Harmon (4) and Alex 
McLemore (2).

ThomasBrimm

Murchison Partain RodgersFlynn RitcheyHunt

CHRIS DAy
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

 Vian High School boys 
wrestling crowned four 
weight division champi-
ons Friday at the Maver-
ick Conference tourna-
ment at Wagoner High 
School.

The Wolverines fin-
ished third in the boys’ 
tournament with 93 
points. Stilwell took first 
with 168 points. Checo-
tah was second with 113 
points.

Seven high schools 
competed in the boys’ 

tournament.
The Vian High girls’ 

wrestling team finished 
first in the girls’ tourna-
ment with 25.5 points. 
Avery Ritchey and Taya 
Hunt brought home first-
place titles at 109 and 136 
pounds respectively.

Sallisaw High School 
was scheduled to com-
pete in the Maverick 
Conference tournament 
but had to drop out be-
cause of COVID-19 pro-
tocols.

Vian’s Braylen Rodg-
ers, Connor Flynn, Cruz 

Partain and Dil’n Mur-
chison won their weight 
divisions Friday.

Christian Shielke 
placed second at 126 
pounds. Joe Crowder 
wrestled in two bouts and 
lost both.

Rodgers started the 
113-pound weight class 
with a loss to Easton 
Morgan of Hilldale. Rod-
gers was pinned early in 
the second period.

The Vian wrestler won 
his next two bouts. He 
pinned Sean Newman of 
Stilwell and Sam Ander-

son of Checotah to claim 
first place.

Flynn picked up three 
falls at 126 pounds.

He pinned Lane Horn 
of Hilldale High School 
at the three-minute mark. 
In his next bout, Flynn 
pinned Kailen Butler of 
Stilwell at 2:59. In the fi-
nal round, Flynn pinned 
Henryetta’s Christian 
Gray at the 3:07 mark.

Partain won the 
195-pound weight class 
with two pins and a ma-
jor decision.

Partain pinned Wyatt 

Branscum of Hilldale 46 
seconds into the Round 
1 bout. In the second 
round, Partain pinned 
Cade Richards of Fort 
Gibson in 1:30.

In Round Three, Par-
tain collected a 12-3 ma-
jor decision over Adam 
Brown of Stilwell.

In the 220-pound 
weight class, Murchison 
received a first-round 
bye.

He pinned Grayson 
Gaddy of Hilldale in 
30 seconds. In the first-
place match, Murchison 

pinned Uriah Flynn of 
Stilwell in 44 seconds.

Shielke placed second 
at 120 pounds.

The Vian wrestler 
pinned Tucker Watson 
of Henryetta in the first 
round. He pinned Dal-
ton Murray of Checotah 
in the second round. In 
the third-round bout, 
Jayce Caviness of Stilwell 
pinned Shielke early in 
the second period.

Crowder lost both his 
bouts at 145 pounds. He 

VIAN BASKETBALL

GORE BASKETBALL

Vian’s Xavin Lackey dribbles up the floor ahead of 
teammates Javyn Wright (20), Joe Glass (2) and 
DeSean Mays (22) during last Monday’s confer-

ence home win against Class 2A No. 13 Hulbert. 
The Wolverines host Haskell in non-conference 
action on Friday.

 LEA LESSLEY | NEWS

LEA LESSLEy
SPORTS EDITOR

Vian’s high school bas-
ketball teams split their 
Big 8 Conference games 
against Oktaha on Friday 
night inside Traw Field-
house.

The Lady Wolverines 
fell 63-52 to the Class 2A 
No. 17 Lady Tigers and 
the Wolverines defeated 
the Tigers 58-41.

Vian travels to West-
ville on Friday night be-
fore hosting Haskell on 
Tuesday. The conference 
contests at Westville are 
scheduled to start at 6 
p.m. and the non-con-
ference games against 
Haskell are slated to get 
underway at 6:30 p.m.
Oktaha Girls 63, Vian 52

The host Lady Wolver-
ines (7-6 overall) couldn’t 
overcome the Class 2A 
No. 17 Lady Tigers’ fast 
start on Friday night as 
Oktaha (8-6) defeated 
Vian inside Traw Field-
house.

Behind the scoring 
of Ava Scott (8 points), 
Rylee Walters and Bekah 
Bunch (4 each) and Gra-

cie Harjo and Karley 
Fewell (3 each) the Lady 
Tigers outscored Vian 
24-7 in the first period. 
Tayden Locust hit a pair 
of field goals for the Lady 
Wolverines.

Vian sliced six points 
(13-7) off the deficit in 
the second stanza. Isa-
bella Garrison knocked 
down a 3-pointer and 
totaled five points and 
Kacie Gibbins added four 
for the Lady Wolverines 
while Gracie Pendley reg-
istered three for the Lady 
Tigers, who led 31-20 at 
the half.

Despite Locust’s 10 
points on five baskets Ok-
taha widened its advan-
tage (17-15) in the third 
period. Scott hit a pair 
of 3-point baskets and 
recorded nine points in 
the quarter for the Lady 
Tigers, who took a 48-35 
advantage to the fourth.

Kahleisha Wright and 
Locust scored 10 and 
seven points, respec-
tively, in the final frame 
as Vian outscored the 
Lady Tigers 19-15. Fewell 
registered six points for 

Wolverines Upend Oktaha on Friday
Vian Girls Fall to No. 17 Lady Tigers

Oktaha in the final eight 
minutes.

Locust scored a game-
high 21 points in the 
contest and also record-
ing points for Vian were 
Wright (14), Garrison 
(9), Gibbins (5), Maisie 
Wells (3) and Greenlee 
Wells (2).

Wright finished the 
game with 12 rebounds, 
Locust had four steals 
and three assists, Garri-
son registered five steals 
and three assists and 
Greenlee Wells had four 
steals and four assists.

Scoring for the Lady 
Tigers were Scott (19 
points), Fewell (11), 
Walters and Pendley (10 
each), Bunch (8), Harjo 
(3) and Ryleigh Bacon 
(2).
Vian Boys 58, Oktaha 41

The Wolverines (7-6 
overall) outscored the 
visiting Tigers (10-7) 32-9 
in the first half of Friday’s 
game as Vian went on to 
register the conference 
victory.

In the first quarter Joe 
Glass hit a 3-pointer and 
totaled seven points and 

Gore Wins Home Games against Arkoma

Diego Ramos made a 
3-pointer for the Wolver-
ines, who outscored the 
Tigers 16-4.

Justice Retzloff, Xavin 
Lackey and Ramos each 
scored four points in the 
second period as Vian 

added 11 points (16-5) 
to its advantage. Adam 

See WRESTLING, page 8

See VHS BASKETBALL, page 8
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SportS
Calendar

(All teams listed are high school teams)

VIAN BASKETBALL

Friday, Feb. 5

Vian basketball at Westville (6 p.m.);
Gore basketball vs. Webbers Falls (6:30 p.m.).

Saturday, Feb. 6

Gore basketball vs Chouteau-Mazie (4:30 
p.m.).

Tuesday, Feb. 9

Vian wrestling dual at Greenwood, Ark. (6 
p.m.);

Vian basketball vs. Haskell (6:30 p.m.);
Gore basketball vs. Porter (6:30 p.m.).

CHRIS DAY
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Oklahoma Secondary School Activi-
ties Association Director David Jackson 
is confident champions will be crowned 
in all classes of basketball and wrestling 
this season.

Last year’s basketball championship 
rounds for Class 2A-6A were postponed 
March 12, less than two hours before 
first-round games were scheduled to 
start. Those championship rounds even-
tually were canceled because of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

COVID-19 issues continue to threat-
en sports. Many basketball games and 
wrestling duals and tournaments have 
been canceled this year. Sallisaw High 
School’s boys wrestling team canceled 
all of its sports events last week because 
of COVID-19 activities. The Black Dia-
monds did not wrestle in the Maverick 
Conference tournament last weekend. 
The Sallisaw High girls wrestling team is 
still competing.

Jackson spoke to members of the 
Oklahoma news media via a Zoom tele-
conference last Wednesday. He reviewed 
the basketball and wrestling COVID-19 
protocols and answered media ques-
tions.

“I had a really good meeting this (last 
Wednesday) morning with a lot of our 
school people, and they want it to hap-

pen. They are the key. Our school people 
— administrators, coaches — have a cru-
cial part in making what we are trying to 
do happen,” Jackson said. “With their 
determination in wanting this to happen 
that gives us confidence in this office that 
it will.”

The basketball and wrestling playoff 
seasons won’t look the same as those in 
the pre-COVID-19 era.

The biggest changes will be crowd 
limits and scheduling.

The OSSAA is working with the gov-
ernor’s office to see if Gov. Kevin Stitt 
will allow more than four spectators per 
player into the sessions.

The OSSAA, Jackson said, would like 
to limit seating to 50 percent of capacity 
for each arena.

Discussions are ongoing, he said. No 
decision has been reached, yet.

The OSSAA has established COV-
ID-19 safety protocols for the basketball 
and wrestling postseasons.

The minimum mandates for basket-
ball and wrestling tournaments are:

• Facial coverings/masks will be re-
quired.

• Social distancing practices are man-
dated

• Facilities will be sanitized between 
games and sessions.

• Seating will meet either state man-

dates or site-specific regulations deter-
mined by the local school district.

Basketball game times will be 1 and 3 
p.m. for afternoon sessions and 6 and 8 
p.m. for evening sessions. The extra time 
between games and sessions will allow 
time for spectators to clear the facility 
and crews to sanitize it, Jackson said.

The OSSAA and host sites will split 
the additional sanitization costs — in-
cluding additional personnel and disin-
fectant products, Jackson said.

Spirit squads will be limited to 10 
members, and all squad members must 
wear a facemask.

The three-round state basketball tour-
naments in all seven classifications tra-
ditionally are held Thursday through 
Saturday, spaced out over two weekends.

It probably will change this year, Jack-
son said. The plan is to start the tourna-
ments on Tuesday. The Class A and B 
tournaments are scheduled March 4-6 at 
the State Fair Arena in Oklahoma City. 
The 2A-3A-4A state tournaments are 
March 11-13 at the same site. The Class 
5A and 6A tournaments are scheduled 
March 11-13 in Tulsa.

The additional days could mean ex-
tended hotel stays for some participat-
ing schools. Jackson said he hoped the 
schools could travel daily to the tourna-
ment and back home to reduce costs.

Wrestling 
Changes in wrestling are not as ex-

treme.
Regional tournaments will be held in 

a single day.
All start times are set by the OSSAA.
Girls regionals will start at 10 a.m. 

Boys regionals will begin at 11 a.m.
The state tournament will be a three-

day event with two sessions per day. All 
classes will complete their portion of the 
tournament in a single day.

The girls state tournament — all class-
es — will be held Feb. 25.

The Class 4A and 5A state tourna-
ments will be held Feb. 26.

The Class 3A and 6A state tourna-
ments will be held Feb. 27.

The Dual State tournaments will be 
held March 12 and 13. Classes 4A and 
5A will compete in Dual State on March 
12. Classes 3A and 6A will compete in 
Dual State on March 13.

No spirit groups will be permitted an 
any regional site. Information regarding 
spirit squads at the state tournament will 
be sent to schools before the event.

Ticket prices for basketball and wres-
tling will remain the same. Tickets will 
be $7 per session for all preliminary 
tournaments. The ticket price will in-
crease to $10 per session for the state 
tournaments.

OSSAA Director Believes Seasons Will be Completed
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  Greenlee Wells went 
7-of-8 at the free-throw 
line in the fourth quar-
ter to push the Vian Lady 
Wolverines to a 51-43 
win over Class 2A’s No. 9 
ranked Central Lady Ti-
gers last Tuesday night.

Vian led 30-25 as the 
final period started. Cen-
tral trimmed Vian’s lead 
to 32-28 with 7:09 left to 
play.

Central (8-3) never got 
closer than four points. 
Wells made layups and 
free throws and Kahlei-
sha Wright scored points 

in the final period to give 
the Lady 
Wolverines 
the eight-
point vic-
tory.

The Class 
3A Lady 
Wolverines 
i m p r o v e d 
their record 
to 7-5.

The Vian boys made it 
a sweep by beating Cen-
tral 57-46.

The second quarter 
proved to be pivotal. Vian 
outscored Central 12-3 in 
that period to take a 28-
16 lead into halftime. The 

Wolverines evened their 
record at 
6-6. Central 
fell to 3-7.

J a y v n 
Wright and 
Justice Ret-
zloff each 
scored four 
points for 
Vian in the 
second pe-
riod.
Vian Girls 51, Central 43

Vian and Central start-
ed slowly in the first pe-
riod. The only difference 
was a 3-pointer by Wells 
that gave Vian a 9-6 lead 
heading into the second 

quarter.
The Lady Wolverines 

expanded their advan-
tage to five points at half-
time — 22-17. Wright 
caught fire for Vian in the 
second. She scored 11 of 
the Lady Wolverines 13 
points. Central scored 
11 points in the period. 
Jacklyn Marino made two 
buckets. Alexis Davis hit 
a 3-pointer for Central.

Both teams scored 
eight points in the third 
period as Vian main-
tained its five-point lead. 
Wright scored four points 
for Vian. Riley Cheek 
scored four points for the 

Lady Tigers.
Wells wrapped up the 

Vian victory by scor-
ing 10 points in the final 
stanza. She made two 
layups and 7-of-8 free 
throws to help Vian ice 
the home victory.

Wright was Vian’s 
leading scorer with 21. 
Wells finished with 19. 
Tayden Locust scored 
four points. Kacie Gib-
bins added three points, 
while Isabella Garrison 
and Maci Smith added 
two points each.

Three Central High 
players reached double 
figures. Cove Darden 

Lady Wolverines Top No. 9 Central
Vian Boys Complete Sweep with Win over Tigers

Greeenlee 
Wells

Retzloff

LEA LESSLEY
SPORTS EDITOR

The Gore High School 
basketball teams won a 
pair of Riverside Athlet-
ic Conference games at 
Gans last Tuesday night.

The Lady Pirates de-
feated the Lady Grizzlies 
51-44 and the Pirates 
edged the Grizzlies 46-45.

Gore is scheduled to 
play at Keota on Tuesday 
night and Gans will host 
Webbers Falls.

Gore Girls 51, Gans 44

The Lady Pirates (5-8 

overall) edged topped 
the Lady Grizzlies (1-5) 
last Tues-
day night 
inside Bry-
ant Reeves 
Fieldhouse 
in their sec-
ond meeting 
in five days.

In the 
opening pe-
riod Gans took a 12-11 
lead behind the scoring 
of Addyson Gream (7 
points) and Zoe Wharton 

(5), who made a 3-point-
er. Kara Brimm (5 points) 
and Addi-
son Sheffield 
(3), who 
also each hit 
a 3-pointer, 
and Karli 
Springer (3) 
were Gore’s 
top scorers 
in the quar-
ter.

The Lady Pirates 
erased the deficit in the 
second stanza after out-

scoring the Lady Griz-
zlies 13-8. Skye Brook-
sher connected on a pair 
of 3-pointers and Brimm 
registered three points for 
Gore while Gream scored 
four points for the Lady 
Grizzlies, who trailed 24-
20 at the half.

In the third quar-
ter Springer (7 points) 
and Sheffield (5) hit a 
3-pointer apiece as Gore 
increased its advantage 
by three (15-12). Jay-
lie Taylor (6 points) also 

GORE BASKETBALL

Gore Wins Pair of Conference Games at Gans

was Central’s top scorer 
with 11 points. Cheek 
and Lee each scored 10 
points. Davis made two 
3-pointers to finish with 
six points. Marino scored 
four points and Madisyn 
Parish chipped in two 
points.
Vian Boys 57, Central 46

Consistency was the 
key to Vian’s 11-point win 
over Central last Tuesday 
night.

The Wolverines scored 
28 points in the first two 
quarters and 29 points 
in the final two. Central 

See VIAN/CENTRAL, page 8

knocked down a trey and 
Gream recorded five of 
her game-high 18 points. 
Gore went to the fourth 
leading 39-32.

Each team scored 12 
points in the final eight 
minutes. Brooksher went 
4-for-4 at the foul line 
and Sheffield and Spring-
er (3-of-4 free throws) 
added three points apiece 
while Wharton and Tay-
lor each knocked down a 
3-pointer and registered 
five points apiece.

Springer scored a 
team-high 14 points, 
Brooksher and Sheffield 
added 13 points each and 
Brimm added 11.

Trailing Gream in 
scoring for Gans were 
Taylor (12 points), Whar-
ton (11) and Madalynn 
Huskey (2).

Gore Boys 46, Gans 45

Jackson Duke’s free 
throw with three seconds 

left in the contest put 
the Pirates (3-9 overall) 
ahead for good last Tues-
day night in Gans as Gore 
slipped past the Grizzlies 
(5-4) in the conference 
game.

The Grizzlies, who 
downed the Pirates 68-
61 in overtime on Jan. 
21 in Gore, led 45-43 late 
in Tuesday’s game before 
Duke drove in for a layup 
to tie the score at 45-all. 
Duke was fouled on the 
play and his foul shot 
gave the Pirates the one-
point lead.

In the opening stanza 
Gore took an 11-6 ad-
vantage. Noah Cooper 
(4 points) and Ben Kirk-
patrick (3-pointer) were 
the Pirates’ top scorers in 
the first and Keith Ren-
froe and Landon James 
(3-pointer) led the Griz-
zlies with three points 

Vian’s Kacie Gibbins brings the ball up the floor ahead of teammate 
Greenlee Wells during last Monday’s Riverside Athletic Confer-
ence home game against Hulbert. The Lady Wolverines defeated 
the Lady Riders 59-27.

 LEA LESSLEY | NEWS

Vian Sweeps Hulbert in Conference Action
LEA LESSLEY
SPORTS EDITOR

Vian swept a pair of 
Riverside Athletic Con-
ference contests last Mon-
day night inside Traw 
Fieldhouse.

The Lady Wolverines 
defeated Hulbert 59-27, 
their second win over 
the Lady Riders this sea-
son, and the Wolverines 
avenged a season-open-
ing loss at Hulbert by 
beating the Class 2A No. 
13 Riders 47-43.

Vian travels to Central 
on Tuesday for a pair of 
conference games start-
ing at 6 p.m.
Vian Girls 59, Hulbert 27

The Lady Wolverines 
(6-5 overall) scored the 
first 17 points of the game 
and led 23-2 at the end of 
the first quarter last Mon-

day night at home as Vian 
cruised to the conference 
victory over the Lady 
Riders (4-12).

In the opening pe-
riod Isabella Garrison (8 
points), Greenlee Wells 
and Tayden Locust (4 
each) and Kacie Gibbins 
(3) were Vian’s leading 
scorers and Brea Lamb 
scored for Hulbert.

The Lady Wolverines 
added five points (15-10) 
to their advantage in the 
second stanza and led 
38-12 at the intermis-
sion. Kahleisha Wright 
and Maci Smith record-
ed four points each and 
Wells hit a 3-pointer for 
Vian while Lily Brown 
(6 points) made a pair of 
treys and Lilly Chambers 

See GORE/GANS, page 8

See VIAN/HULBERT, page 8

Springer
Duke
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Public Records | Area News

DUI:  Driving under the influ-
ence
DWI:  Driving while intoxicated
DUS:  Driving under
           suspension
CDS:  Controlled dangerous
           substance
CD: Controlled Drug

POSS:  Possession
TOC:  Transporting open
           container
M/V:  motor vehicle
D.L.:  Driver’s license
DPS: Department of Public
          Safety
A&B: Assault and Battery

Editor’s note: If the age 
does not appear next to a 
name, it was not listed in 
the court record.

Sequoyah County Courthouse Public Records

Felony Docket
Donnell Body, 41, Sal-

lisaw: False declaration of 
ownership to pawnbro-
ker.

Kevin E. Breunig, 35, 
Harvest, Ala.: Poss. of 
firearm after former felo-
ny conviction; Knowing-
ly receiving or concealing 
stolen property; Poss. of 
CDS.

Gregory Clinton, 49, 
Vian: Failure to comply 
with Sex Offender Regis-
tration Act.

Larry S. Cureton, 47, 
Fort Smith, Ark.: Unlaw-
ful poss. of CD w/intent 
to distribute.

Eugene V. Dimonaco, 
52: Trafficking in illegal 
drugs; Poss. of CDS; Un-
lawful poss. of drug para-
phernalia.

Gary Ensey, 64, Sal-
lisaw: Failure to comply 
with Sex Offender Regis-
tration Act. 

Jeffery T. Gentry, 53, 
Sallisaw: Poss. of stolen 
vehicle. 

Raymond C. Gillespie, 
34, Sallisaw: Escape from 
felony arrest or detention.

Bryan R. Hooper, 27, 
Sallisaw: Grand larceny; 
Burglary third degree; 
Poss. of firearm after for-
mer felony conviction.

Jamarcus Horton, 27, 
Red Bluff, Calif.: Poss. of 
firearm after former felo-
ny conviction.

Cassie W. Kioski, 36, 
Sallisaw: Poss. of stolen 
vehicle.

Summer N. Sanchez, 
22, Muldrow: Battery/
A&B on police officer; 
Endangering others 
while eluding/attempting 
to elude police officers: 
Harboring fugitive from 
justice; False reporting of 
a crime.

Erick A. Wilson, 45, 
Wagoner: DUI-alcohol-
aggravated; DUS.

Justin R. Walker, 25: 
Larceny of automobile, 
aircraft or other M/V.

Dena Wolfe, 39, Chou-
teau: Uttering forged in-
strument.

Leigha A. Yerton, 43, 
Fort Smith, Ark.: Harbor-
ing fugitive from justice.

Criminal 
Misdemeanors
Heath D. Barnes, 36, 

Muskogee: Harassing and 
threatening electronic 
communication.

Robert E. Cheater, 56, 
Sallisaw: DUI.

Rashawn Eubanks, 23, 
Roland: Domestic A&B 
in presence of minor.

Wesley G. Garcia, 48, 
Clewiston, Fla.: Possess, 
deliver, sell, or manufac-
ture drug paraphernalia.

Brent T. Hendricks, 30, 
Sallisaw: Domestic A&B 
in presence of minor.

Misty A. Henning, 35, 
Sallisaw: Unauthorized 
use of credit card.

Christopher Hopkins, 
28, Vian: A&B.

Tiffany N. Julstead, 31, 
Sallisaw: Domestic A&B 
in presence of minor; 
Threaten to perform act 
of violence.

Phetsamone Ke-
ovongvicnichit, 51, Fort 
Smith: DUI-alcohol.

Christopher D. Lasiter, 
40, Muldrow: Poss. of 
CDS; Poss. of drug para-
phernalia.

Randy Manard, Salli-
saw, 65: Domestic abuse–
A&B; Disrupt/prevent/
interr upt/emergenc y 
telephone call; Disturb-
ing the peace.

McKinzie N. Nichols, 
20, Muldrow: Domestic 
A&B in presence of mi-
nor.

Sebastien P. Souther-
land, 21, Muldrow: DUS; 
Speeding; Driver not 
wearing seat belt.

Matthew Spencer, 18, 
Vian: Petit larceny; PI.

Marlee Thornburg, 20, 
Sallisaw: Malicious in-
jury to property–under 
$1,000.

Cody L. Worst, 30, Sal-
lisaw: DUS.

Civil 
Appearances
Arvest Bank vs. Cody 

L. Jeremiah – Breach 
agreement/contract.

Sharon Davis vs. Geico 
Casualty Comp.–Auto 
negligence.

Mark E. Fisher vs, 
Town of Vian–Wrongful 
termination.

LVNV Funding, LLC 
vs. Carl Poindexter–

Money judgement.
National Bank of Sal-

lisaw vs. Sarah J. Miller–
Default on loan.

Discover Bank vs. Billy 
Nguyen–Money judge-
ment.

Discover Bank vs. 
Aarionna York–Money 
judgement.

Onemain Fin. Group, 
LLC vs. Tommy J. James–
Money judgement.

Synchrony Bank vs. 
Brian L. Keith–Money 
judgement.

LVNV Funding, LLC 
vs. Amanda Sugg–Money 
judgement. 

Small Claims
Red River Credit vs. 

Natasha Benford.
Red River Credit vs. 

Amber D. Black.
Blue Sky Finance, LLC 

vs. Tina Drum.
Cherry Tree Loan Svc. 

vs. Virginia Brackett.
Roland Properties II 

vs. Shannon Buker.
Red River Credit vs. 

Melissa Burger.
CRS Properties vs. 

Dawn M. Cheney.
Cherry Tree Loan Svc. 

vs. Cassandra Gutherie.
Cherry Tree Loan Svc. 

vs. James Harrison.
Cherry Tree Loan Svc. 

vs. Jerry Emerson.
GPB Rentals, LLC vs. 

Clifford Dollar.
Fast Money, LLC vs. 

Ronald Rofkahr.
Fast Money, LLC vs. 

Steve Holden.
Fast Money, LLC vs. 

Joseph Marceaux.
Jodie Lee’s Furn. & Ap-

pli. vs. Trent Fields, et al.
Red River Credit vs. 

Crystal Irby.
Red River Credit vs. 

Regina Wright.
Red River Credit vs. 

Misty Sims.
Red River Credit vs. 

Cheryl Jordan.
Red River Credit vs. 

Raven Silva.
Red River Credit vs. 

Sammy L. Scoggins, Jr.

Divorces
Elizabeth A. Foster vs. 

Dustin L. Foster.
Kylie D. Rutherford vs. 

Mark D. Rutherford.
Tashua Schwab vs. Bil-

ly Schwab.
Tammy Wheeler vs. 

Zack Wheeler.

was pinned by Tanner 
Jones of Checotah in 3:23 
seconds. In the consola-
tion round, Brayden Bull-
ock of Stillwell pinned 
Crowder at 4:55.

Vian had two wrestlers 
in the girls’ tournament.

Ritchey wrestled at 109 
pounds.

Ritchey won her first 
match by a 17-0 technical 
fall over Kenadee Thomas 
of Locust Grove Junior 
High. She pinned her 
next two foes — Mad-
eline Juliano of Jay Junior 
High, and Lani Smith 
of Sallisaw Junior High 
School.

Hunt wrestled at 136 
pounds. She defeated 
Kaden Clarke of Stilwell 
High twice. She pinned 
Clarke in 48 seconds in 
the first round. It took 
Hunt 1:02 to pin Clarke 
in Round Two.

Agate
Maverick Conference

Tournament
Boys 

Team scores

1, Stilwell, 168; 2, Che-
cotah, 113; 3, Vian, 93; 4, 
Fort Gibson, 92; 5, Hen-
ryetta, 51; 6, Hilldale, 34, 
7, Wilburton, 0.

WRESTLING
from page 6 Vian results

113

Round 1: Easton Mor-
gan, Hilldale, pin, Bray-
len Rodgers, Vian, 3:18

Round 2: Rodgers, 
Vian, pin Sean Newman, 
Stilwell, 2:35

Round 3: Rodgers, 
Vian, pin, Sam Anderson, 
Checotah, 1:36

120

Round 1: Christian 
Shielke, Vian, pin Tucker 
Watson, Henryetta, 0:47

Round 2: Shielke, 
Vian, pin Dalton Murray, 
Checotah, 2:37

Round 3: Shielke, Vian, 
pin, Christian Gray, Hen-
ryetta, 3:07

126

Round 1: Connor Fly-
nn, Vian, pin Lane Horn, 
Hilldale, 3:00

Round 2: Flynn, Vian, 
pin Kailen Bulter, Stil-
well, 2:59

Round 3: Flynn, Vian, 
pin Christian Gray, Hen-
ryetta, 3:07

145

Quarterfinal: Tanner 
Jones, Checotah, pin Joe 
Crowder, Vian, 3:29

Consolation Round 1: 
Brayden Bullock, Stilwell, 
pin, Crowder, Vian, 4:59

195

Round 1: Cruz Partain, 
Vian, pin Wyatt Brans-

cum, Hilldale, 0:46
Round 2: Partain, 

Vian, pin Cade Richards, 
Fort Gibson, 1:30

Round 3: Partain, Vian, 
maj. dec. Adam Brown, 
Stilwell, 12-3

220

Quarterfinal: Dil’n 
Murchison, Vian, bye

Semifinal: Murchison, 
Vian, pin Grayson Gad-
dy, Hilldale, 0:30

First-place match: 
Murchison, Vian, pin 
Uriah Flynn, Stilwell, 
0:44.

Girls
Team scores

1, Vian, 25.5; 2, Stil-
well, 24; 3, Fort Gibson, 
18; 3, Henryetta, 18; 5, 
Wilburton, 12.

Vian results

109 Girls

Round 1: Avery 
Ritchey, Vian, tech. fall, 
Kenadee Thomas, Locust 
Grove JH, 17-0

Round 2: Ritchey, 
Vian, pin Madeline Ju-
liano, Jay JH, 1:07

Round 3: Ritchey, 
Vian, pin Lani Smith, Sal-
lisaw JH, 0:20

136 Girls

Round 1: Taya Hunt, 
Vian, pin Kaden Clarke, 
Stilwell, 0:48

Round 2: Hunt, pin, 
Clarke, Stilwell, 1:06.

Johnson made a 3-point-
er for the Tigers, who 
trailed by 23 points at the 
half.

Oktaha sliced six 
points (16-10) off the 
deficit in the third frame 
behind the scoring Ethan 
Frazier (9 points) and 
Preston Holmes (5). 
K’Den Richardson, who 
made a 3-pointer, and 
Lackey topped Vian’s 

VHS BASKETBALL
from page 6 scorers with four points 

apiece.
Each team scored 16 

points in the final stanza. 
Retzloff, who went 4-for-
4 at the foul line, Javyn 
Wright and Lackey regis-
tered four points each for 
the Wolverines and the 
Tigers were led offensive-
ly by Frazier (6 points), 
Jakob Blackwell (4) and 
Gabe Hamilton and Hol-
mes (3 apiece).

Lackey scored a team-
high 12 points for the 
Wolverines in the contest 
and also recording points 
for Vian were Glass and 
Ramos (9 each), Wright, 
Retzloff and Richardson 
(8 apiece) and Eric Porter 
(4).

Scoring for the Tigers 
were Frazier (19 points), 
Holmes (8), Johnson (7), 
Blackwell (4) and Hamil-
ton (3).

had the bad second quar-
ter when the Tigers only 
scored three points — a 
trey by David Briggs. 
The Tigers scored 13 in 
the first and third quar-
ters. They scored 17 in 
the final period. Central 
scored 30 points in the fi-
nal two periods.

Retzloff paced the 
Wolverines in the first 
period with seven points. 
He knocked down two 
3-pointers in the period. 
Diego Ramos scored 
three points. Wright and 
Eric Porter scored two 
points each.

Coy Brooks kept the 
Tigers close in the first 
by hitting three 3-point 
shots. David Stroud and 
Briggs each scored a 
bucket. Vian led 16-13 

VIAN/CENTRAL
from page 7 to start the second. The 

Wolverines outscored 
Central 12-3 to go up 28-
16 at the half.

Ramos hit two treys 
and a free throw to help 
Vian take a 42-29 lead into 
the final period. Joe Glass 
made a 3-pointer and a 
two-point basket for the 
Wolverines in the frame. 
Brooks made two 3-point-
ers and Stroud made an-
other to lift Central to a 
13-point third period.

In the final period, 
Central’s Jordan Cheat-
er made two 3-pointers 
and went three-for-five 
at the charity stripe to 
help Central scored 17 
points. Brooks added two 
3-pointers in the period.

The free-throw line 
was Vian’s best friend 
in the final period. The 
Wolverines converted 

eight-of-12 in the period. 
K’Den Richardson made 
all six of his free throws. 
Wright and Xavin Lackey 
went two-of-four at the 
charity stripe. Glass made 
two baskets in the period.

Three Vian players 
finished in double fig-
ures. Retzloff led the 
scoring parade with 13 
points. Wright and Ra-
mos scored 11 and 10, re-
spectively. Glass finished 
with nine points. Lackey 
scored six points. Rich-
ardson chipped in four. 
Porter and DeSean Mays 
scored two points apiece.

Brooks led all scor-
ers with 21 points — all 
3-pointers. Cheater fin-
ished with 11 points. 
Stroud scored seven 
points and Braggs added 
five. Maddox Edwards 
scored two points.

GORE/GANS
from page 7

(4) hit a 3-pointer for the 
Lady Riders.

Garrison registered 
six of her game-high 
14 points in the third 
stanza and Wright and 
Locust scored five and 
four points, respectively, 
for the Lady Wolverines, 
who outscored the visi-
tors 21-3. Lamb scored 
Hulbert’s points in the 
period.

In the final eight min-
utes the Lady Riders 
sliced 12 points (12-0) 
off the deficit and Gab-
by Cook (8 points) and 
Lamb (4) provided the 
points.

Trailing Garrison in 
scoring for Vian were 
Wright (11 points), Lo-
cust (10), Wells (9), 
Smith (8), Gibbins (3) 
and Harlee Carlton and 
Peydan Sovo (2 each).

Scoring for the Lady 
Riders were Lamb (9 
points), Cook (8), Brown 
(6) and Chambers (4).

Locust finished the 
game with four assists 
and four steals, Wright 
grabbed seven rebounds 
and Smith and Skyelar 
Locust each collected 
eight rebounds.
Vian Boys 47, Hulbert 43

The visiting Riders 
took their only lead of 

the contest 10 seconds 
into the game last Mon-
day night as the Wol-
verines (5-6 overall) led 
the rest of the way and 
downed Hulbert (9-4) in 
their conference game.

An inside basket by 
Aidan Carey early in the 
opening quarter gave the 
Riders a short-lived lead 
before 2-point baskets 
by Xavin Lackey, Javyn 
Wright and Justice Retzl-
off provided the Wolver-
ines a 6-2 advantage with 
3:20 left. Lackey’s jumper 
in the lane at the 1:00 
mark ended the first-
period scoring with Vian 
on top 8-4.

Joe Glass’ 3-pointer 
from the wing with 1:21 
to go in the second quar-
ter gave Vian its second 
12-point lead (26-14) of 
the period and the Wol-
verines led 26-18 at the 
half. Wright made four 
2-point baskets in the 
stanza and Glass and 
Hulbert’s Ethan Chucu-
late each hit a pair of 
3-pointers.

Vian outscored Hul-
bert 10-6 in the third 
quarter. Retzloff and Di-
ego Ramos each knocked 
down a 3-pointer for the 
Wolverines and Chucu-
late registered five points 
for the Riders, who went 

to the fourth trailing 36-
24.

Baskets by Wright 
and DeSean Mays at the 
beginning of the final 
frame put the Wolver-
ines in front 40-24 but 
a 3-pointer by Nolan 
Edmundson with 2:54 
remaining capped a 
12-0 run by the Riders 
to make the score 40-
36. Glass hit both ends 
of a 1-and-1 eight sec-
onds later and Hulbert 
got within two (42-40) 
at the 2:01 mark fol-
lowing Gabe Lewis’ in-
side bucket. Free throws 
down the stretch by 
Wright (3) and Retzloff 
(2) and Vian’s defense 
helped the Wolverines 
secure the victory. Mays 
(4 points) and Hulbert’s 
Aidan Sanchez and 
Chuculate (4 each) were 
the top scorers in the fi-
nal eight minutes.

Wright (15 points) 
tied for game-high scor-
ing honors and also reg-
istering points for Vian 
were Glass (8), Retzloff 
(7), Lackey and Mays (6 
each) and Ramos (5).

Scoring for Hulbert 
were Chuculate (15 
points), Edmundson 
(11), Sanchez (9), Lewis 
(4) and Luis Santana and 
Carey (2 apiece).

VIAN/HULBERT
from page 7

apiece.
Gans grabbed a 20-19 

lead at the half after out-
scoring the visitors 14-8 
in the second frame. Ren-
froe totaled five points 
and Logan Henson and 
Ashton Langston (trey) 
added three apiece while 
Cooper, Keigan Reid, 
Brady Thomas and Duke 
each made a 2-point field 
goal for Gore.

The Grizzlies added 

11 points (16-5) to their 
advantage in the third 
period. Renfroe regis-
tered 11 of his game-high 
26 points and Langston 
made his second 3-point-
er of the contest and Coo-
per and Aiden Dickerson 
led the Pirates with two 
points apiece.

The Pirates erased the 
deficit in the final eight 
minutes by outscoring the 
Grizzlies 22-9. Duke and 
Reid registered seven and 

six points, respectively, 
Brock Warren and Kirk-
patrick each hit a trey and 
Cooper also scored three 
points. Renfroe recorded 
seven points for the Griz-
zlies in the period.

Reid and Cooper tied 
for game-high scoring 
honors with 11 points 
apiece, and also record-
ing points for the Pirates 
were Duke (9), Kirk-
patrick (6), Thomas (4), 
Warren (3) and Dicker-
son (2).

Trailing Renfroe in 
scoring for Gans were 
Langston (6 points), 
Gabe Brunk (5), Henson 
and James (3 each) and 
Dylan Gavitt (2).



 

Your TIMES is seeking an:

INSERTER

Are you interested in working in a fun, and 
fast paced work environment? Your TIMES 
has an opening in our mailroom for an 
inserter. Candidate must be able to 
repeatedly lift at least 40 pounds and must 
be available Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursdays. This is a part time position.

Apply in person, no phone calls please.

111 N. Oak St.  •  Sallisaw, OK
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Sue’s
RECYCLING,

SANITATION &
TRANSFER STATION

Let Us Supply Your
Trash Disposal Needs 

Residential
Commercial • Industrial

Call for Prices

We Pick Up or
You Bring to Us!

Open Mon-Fri 8am to 4pm
Located 3 miles E. of Tenkiller Dam

suesrecycling.com

918-773-4007
1-888-848-8234

Trash/Recycling

Maintenance • Repairs • Clean Outs
Occupancy Inspections

NOW OFFERING
Property Management 

& Preservation

10 Years Experience • Insured
References  Available • Call

774-5800

WILD HORSE 
Lawn Care & Landscaping

DO YOU OWN 
RENTAL PROPERTY?

HOUSING / 

PROPERTY

For Rent

PUBLISHER’S 
NOTICE:

All real estate advertised herein 

is subject to the Federal Fair 

Housing Act, which makes it 

illegal to advertise “any pref-

erence, limitation or discrimi-

nation because of race, color, 

religion, sex, handicap, famil-

ial status or national origin, 

or intention to make any such 

preference, limitation or dis-

crimination.”

This newspaper will not know-

ingly accept any advertising for 

real estate which is in violation 

of the law. All persons are here-

by informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an 

equal opportunity basis.

Income Tax

Jeff ’s Tax Service
All States Prepared • Electronic Filing

Over 20 years Experience

Taking Clients Until 9pm

Jeff Stemmer, RTRP

918-775-2534 • 918-315-0012

SERVICES

Jarr 
Construction
General 

       Contractor

Interior & Exterior 

918-618-2459

Construction

BUSINESS / EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS / EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Heavy Equipment

send your Classified Ad to
classifieds@bigbasinllc.com

Work from home and earn 

good pay per week.. 

No stress! 

Send your resume or contact 

jw056232@gmail.com 

for more details.

Real Estate  Auction
Tuesday, February 16, 2021 STARTS @ 12:01 P.M.

FOR INFO & ONLINE BIDDING:    www.chuppsauction.com

EAST LAKE HILLS WATERFRONT

Property includes: 1987 3 /2 doublewide, 1176 sq ft, as is, w/
large covered deck overlooking lake. 30 x 35 Shop w/ full bath,
concrete floors and 2 - 10' roll up doors.  Also includes extra
lot w/ storage building, old mobile (of no value) and beautiful
mature trees.  If you are looking to get away from it all, this is
the property for you!  Absolute auction, sells as is!

SELLS ABSOLUTE
!

ONSITE  
and ONLINE
BIDDING!

ADDRESS: 95963 South 4541 Loop • Vian, OK 74962            DIRECTIONS: From Vian, OK take Hwy 82 approx 8 1/2 North to E 970 Rd,
turn right go East 3/4 mi to East Lake Hills, turn left follow road approx 2 mi to E 960 Rd (across from water tower) turn left go 3/10 mi property on both sides of road.
OR from Cookson, OK take Hwy 100/82 south 8 1/2 mi to S 4323 turn left, go east on E 970 Rd 3/4 mi  to East Lake Hills, turn left follow road approx 2 mi to E
960 Rd (across from water tower) turn left go 3/10 mi property on both sides of road.  Watch for auction signs! 

OPEN HOUSES:
Monday, February 1 & 8 from 3 – 5pm
TERMS:  5% down day of sale, min. $5,000,non refundable, close in 30 days, 
          no contingencies. 10% buyers premium. SELLS ABSOLUTE!

FOR COMPLETE TERMS:    www.chuppsauction.com 

CHUPPS AUCTION & REAL ESTATE
                                    

Stan Chupp
                                                                Dale Chupp, Realtor

                                 
(918) 638-1157

                                                    Coldwell Banker Neokla Select
                                                                                                                            (918) 630-0495

DALE & MARIA CHUPP (918) 630-0495Coldwell Banker Neokla Select

WANT TO BUY

OLD GUITAR$ WANTED! LARRY 
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA gui-
tars, tube amps, banjos, mandolins, 
etc. Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, 
others. Call or text 918-288-2222. 
www.stringswest.com

AUCTION

RETIREMENT AUCTION. The Farm on 
Fishmarket. “Self-Pick” Berry/Veggie/
Poultry/Produce. Equipment plus person-
al Guns/Ammo/Household/??. Sat., Feb. 
6 @ 11 AM. Wanette, OK. See webpage 
for details. www.branchauctions.com

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

Put your message where it matters most 
– IN OKLAHOMA NEWSPAPERS. We 
can place your ad in 148 newspapers.  
For more information or to place 
an ad, contact Landon Cobb at  
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at 
1-888-815-2672. 

OKLAHOMA 
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
FOR MORE INFO CALL  

1-888-815-2672

WANTED 

Homes  
in your  
County  
needing

METAL ROOFS
$2,990* or $79/mo*

Completely Installed

Prices Won’t Last Long 
HURRY, CALL NOW!

Offer Expires 02/21/2021

*WAC for 1,500 sq. ft.

CSAVE HUNDREDS

888-878-6443

PUBLIC NOTICE
Newspapers are more than just the traditional medium for notices. 

Newspapers watch government closely and report on government 

activities. 

Newspapers are credible, independent, and can guarantee 

readership. Newspapers are passed along to other readers, and can 

provide affidavits of publication.

www.oklahomanotices.com
for free access to public notices in Oklahoma newspapers

LPXLP

Estate AUCTION 
Saturday         February 6          10AM 

 

Large Nice Estate of Harry & Carolyn Goaz 

 

Location:  95856 Indian Road, Gore, OK  
(Just North of Dollar General West of Fin & Feather Resort) 

 

Very Nice Bedroom, Dining Room & Living Room Sets, Several 

China Cabinets Full of Crystal, China, Antique Silver,  

Glassware, Antiques & Collectibles, Piano, Safe, Patio Furniture, 

MUCH MORE! View Full List and Pictures at 

Photos at www.wrightwayauctions.com 

Tommy Wright, Auctioneer  (918)774-5196 

AUCTIONS

Estate

Real Estate

E-mail Your 

Legal Notices to

news@

bigbasinllc.com

---------

VIAN Tenkiller 

NEWS
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       Love Notes will appear in the Vian Tenkiller News on February 10th.

Love

Notes
Share the love this 

Valentine’s Day with a heartfelt greeting in the newspaper!

 Valentine’s Day 

Greetings

Only $10

Submission Deadline:

February 3, 2021

To submit your Love Note, complete and send this 

form with your $10 payment to:  

Vian Tenkiller News      

       

Name 

Address  

City                                                                               State                         Zip  

Phone  

Email   

Write your message here: (maximum of 225 characters)
Call:  918-773-8000 and ask for Jan.
Email:  janh@seqcotimes.com

Mail: Drive-thru drop off:
P.O. Box 750
Vian, OK 74962

603 W. Schley St.
Vian, OK 74962

A Vian Elementary 
School teacher is among 
those who has been rec-
ognized on the Elite 100 
List by demonstrating 
the “highest commit-
ment” to helping their 
students learn through 
IXL Learning, a virtual 
learning program.

Melissa Massengale 
is among 700,000 edu-
cators from around the 
world recently selected 
on the list, officials of the 
IXL Learning program 
announced. IXL Learn-
ing is a K-12 personal-
ized learning program 
which is used by 11 mil-
lion students.

Massengale, who has 
been a teacher at Vian for 
four years, said teaching 
is her passion and she is 
honored to be included 
on the Elite 100 list.

“Teaching is my pas-
sion and one of my very 
favorite things about us-
ing the IXL program is 
the live classroom,” she 
said.

Massengale, who 
teaches elementary stu-
dents at Vian, said she 
uses IXL in various ways 
to “reinforce concepts, 
identify areas for teach-
ing and ultimately per-
sonalize instruction for 
her students no matter 
where they are learning 
from.

“I always try to put 
myself in the spot of the 
students when it comes 
to teaching and it has 
always made me think 
outside of the box,” she 
said. “I love to make 
teaching fun! If it’s bor-
ing and dull to me, how 
should I expect students 
to enjoy it? Yes, there are 

Melissa Massengale

Vian Teacher Recognized on ‘Elite 100’ List by IXL

times when it has to be 
serious, but 80 percent of 
the time, learning can be 
made fun!” she said.

IXL is a personal-
ized learning platform 
which provides curricu-
lum, more continuous 
diagnostic, individual 
guidance, and real time 
analytics to help teach-
ers differentiate instruc-
tion for each of their stu-
dents, she said. There are 
so many different ways 
to use IXL to make it 
useful, fun and engaging. 
Massengale said one of 
the ways she uses IXL in 
her classroom is by com-
pleting skills that align 
with state standards after 
a lesson is taught.

“Instead of completing 
a worksheet, we complete 
the standard through an 
IXL assignment. Also, 
students who are at home 
can do this as well. For 
those students, I upload 
a video into their google 

classroom of me teach-
ing the lesson, then they 
are able to complete their 
practice using IXL.

“I am able to see a 
live feed on how my 
students are doing, how 
many questions they’ve 
answered, and if anyone 
is having trouble com-
pleting the skill they are 
working on. I love how I 
can click on the arrow on 
each student’s live square 
and comment to them 
on how they are doing. 
Sometimes, I simply let 
them know they are do-
ing a great job. Other 
times, especially if I see 
they are only answering 
one or two questions ev-
ery three to five minutes, 
I can remind them to stay 
focused or if I see they 
have missed multiple 
questions, I can remind 
them to read the expla-
nation that IXL provides 
or I can give them a per-
sonalized explanation.”

Massengale said one 
of her many success sto-
ries she has in using IXL 
is her students’ science 
knowledge.

“I had my students 
start in the 2nd-grade 
science IXL skills, com-
pleting one state stan-
dard skill a day as bell 
work. By doing this, we 
were able to cover all of 
the state standards from 
2 grade all the way to 
5th grade. After state 
testing, I, for the first 
time, heard my students 
saying how easy the sci-
ence test was because a 
lot of the questions were 
like the ones they did on 
IXL. I was so excited to 
hear this and happy for 
my students!

“Quarantine is not 
something that any of us 
like to hear. However, it 
seems to be something 
that happens from time 
to time. With IXL, stu-
dents do not have to miss 
out on learning, it’s right 
at their fingertips!

“But I love teaching. 
A lot of times you hear 
people talk about their 
favorite things, hobbies 
and what they could 
do for hours, well, that 
thing for me is teaching,” 
she said.

IXL is currently used 
by 11 million students 
and by schools in 95 of 
the 100 top districts. It is 
best described as an inte-
grated learning platform 
that supports personal-
ized learning in math, 
English language arts, 
science, social studies 
and Spanish.

Program officials 
said IXL is built on over 
8,500 interactive skills 
that are highly targeted 
and adjust to each stu-
dent’s level of under-
standing. IXL’s adaptive 
assessment, the Real-
Time Diagnostic, evalu-
ates students across ev-
ery concept in the K-12 
curriculum, generating 
an accurate portrait of 
students’ knowledge 
levels in math and lan-
guage arts. Using stu-
dent data from the cur-
riculum and diagnostic, 
IXL gives every learner a 
personalized action plan 
for growth. In addition, 
IXL Analytics provides 
real-time insight into 
student progress and 
helps teachers make bet-
ter instructional deci-
sions in the classroom.

Wednesday, 
Feb. 3, 10, 17 & 24

The Sequoyah County 
Historical Society mu-
seum will be open on 
Wednesdays from 9:30 
a.m. to noon. Please wear 
a mask. The Histori-
cal Society will not hold 
group meetings until 
COVID-19 has ended.

Thursday, 
Feb. 4, 11, 18 & 25

Free crochet classes 2 
to 4 p.m. at 3700 W. Cher-
okee Ave., Blue Ribbon 
Chapel, Sallisaw, with 
the Bizzy Beez.  Classes 
held every Thursday. The 
Bizzy Beez volunteers 
invite the community to 
attend and learn how to 
crochet and enjoy the 
fellowship. Donation of 
yarn appreciated. For 
more information call 
Margaret Wood at 918-
571-3345.

Friday, Feb. 5, 12, 19 & 26

Soup N’ Souls, soup 
kitchen, 6 p.m., Sallisaw 
First Assembly of God 
Church annex, W. Cher-
okee. Drive through only 
until further notice.

AA meeting, 7 p.m., 

Canterbury Chapel, 20 
Randel St., Vian, behind 
smoke shop.

Monday, Feb. 8, 15 & 22

Sallisaw TOPS meet-
ing, 10 a.m. to noon, First 
Christian Church, 706 N. 
Wheeler. For more infor-
mation call Billie at 918-
413-1383. 

Tuesday, Feb. 9, 16 & 23

AA meeting, 7 p.m., 
Canterbury Chapel 20, 
Randel St., Vian, behind 
smoke shop.

Thursday, Feb. 4

Sequoyah County 
Democrats and Demo-
crat Women monthly 
meeting, 6 p.m., Ruger’s 
Restaurant in Sallisaw. 
Check their Facebook 
page for regular updates.

Tuesday, Feb. 9

American Legion and 
auxiliary meeting, doors 
open at 5 p.m., meeting 
5:30 p.m., First Baptist 
Church, 122 W. Chicka-
saw, Sallisaw. Meetings 
held second Tuesday of 
each month. New mem-
bers, visitors, and anyone 
interested in joining, al-
ways welcome.

COMMUNITY CaleNder

The University of Cen-
tral Oklahoma (UCO) 
recently announced the 
students named to the 
university’s honor rolls. 

Students named to the 
President’s Honor Roll 
achieved a 4.0 GPA and 
students on the Dean’s 
Honor Roll achieved a 
3.5 GPA and completed 
at least 12 hours of on-
campus class credit for 
the semester.

Student on the list are:
President’s Honor Roll

Sallisaw: James Mi-
chael Limbaugh.

Dean’s Honor Roll

Muldrow: Jaxon T. 
Marr and Kenzie Deanne 
Taylor.

Sallisaw: Lillian Chloe 
Benge; Jack Landrum 
Glander; Brittany Leigh 
Mattingly; and Valerie P. 
Vang.

Vian: Hannah Risley.

UCO announces Fall Honor Roll


