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Defying the odds

The Big Timber City Com-
mission met Monday night to 
discuss increasing garbage 
rates at the Big Timber Trans-
fer Station, with rates now 
based upon the garbage’s 
weight, a change in metric that 
will bring both increases and 
decreases to how much people 
pay to off load their waste.

With preliminary budget dis-
cussions ongoing, no formal 
proposal or motion was made 
at the City Commission meet-
ing regarding an increase in 
transfer site garbage rates, 
but Chad Bouer, municipal 
manager with Republic Servic-
es for the entire state of Mon-
tana, was present to offer rate 
recommendations intended to 
help bring the solid waste dis-
posal arm of the city into a 
more financially solvent state, 
as well as establish more con-
sistent pricing for dumping.

“Right now it’s, we don’t 
want to call it a ‘free-for-all’, 
but it is,” Bouer said. “It could 
be $5, it could be $25, it could 
be $150 depending on what 
you’re bringing.”

Bouer suggested that they 
offer a flat minimum rate of 
$20 for up to 1,000 pounds of 
trash; a $40 rate per ton after 
that. Construction materials 
would be charged $60 per ton, 
whereas “oddball” items, 
which include mattresses and 
couches 

Chad Bouer, municipal man-
ager with Republic Services 
for the entire state of Mon-
tana, offered rate recommen-
dations to the tune of $20 mini-
mums for up to 1,000 pounds 
of trash, and a $40 rate per ton. 
That would apply to all munici-
pal solid waste, like household 
garbage. Construction materi-
als could come up to $60 per 
ton, as Bouer cited that con-
struction and demolition mate-
rials take up a lot more room 
in boxes and sometimes pre-
vent the boxes from being 
completely filled, among other 
challenges.

So-called “oddball” items, 
which include mattresses and 
couches, could be raised to $15 
apiece, compared to $5 cur-
rently.

“That will cover your costs. 
Right now, it’s really hard to 
tell without doing a real deep 
dive, but I don’t think you’re 
covering your costs at the 
transfer station right now,” 
Bouer said. “Just the stuff 
coming into the transfer sta-
tion, that should cover your 
disposal and transportation 
costs and probably put a little 
money back into the garbage 
fund for the city.”

Covering costs is important 
for some key Big Timber ser-
vices, including water, sewage 

and garbage, as these entities 
are funded through “enter-
prise” funding, which means 
they have to maintain their 
own bottom lines.

“We have the water as an 
enterprise fund, the sewer as 
an enterprise fund and the gar-
bage as an enterprise fund, 
meaning they are totally sepa-
rate businesses in and of them-
selves,” Nadine Stosich, clerk 
and treasurer for the City of 
Big Timber, said. “But the gar-
bage budget for years has 
been losing money.”

Whereas water and sewage 
perform well on their own, Big 
Timber’s transfer site has suf-
fered from a baroque method 
of calculating garbage rates, 
where garbage was charged 
by the cubic yard. In short, the 
weight and volume of garbage 
mattered only insomuch as it 
contributed to the measurable 
length of the incoming gar-
bage, a length which Stosich 
said was determined primarily 
by eyeball estimation.

“It was all kind of guess-
work, nobody was out there 
measuring,” She said. “That’s 
how they’ve had to do it for 
years and years.”

Under the current system, 
for instance, a one-ton van lad-
en with garbage would be 
charged $80 for household 
trash and $176 for construc-
tion, based on an estimated 
length of four yards. Under 
the new proposal, the rate 
would be based on the actual 
weight of the van, which would 
reduce both prices consider-
ably. For those who dispose of 
odds-and-ends at the site, or 
their own garbage bags, the 
proposed change would see 
their rate go up, as any weight 
below 1000 pounds would still 
be charged a flat $20 rate, as 
opposed to currently, where a 
single garbage bag is charged 
$5, the same as a discarded 
mattress or couch.

Council members brought 
up concerns that a sudden 
spike in prices could encour-
age littering and dumping. 
Several  solut ions were 
bounced around, including pro-
posing new city ordinances to 
punish illegal dumping or stag-
gering the rate changes over 
the course of three years.

No formal motion was made, 
as the new changes first 
require the completion of a 
new scale, currently being 
built at the Big Timber Trans-
fer Site.

“Third week of July, they 
are going to set the scale,” 
Bouer said. “We’re hoping by 
the third week of July it’ll be 
up and running and we’ll be 
able to play around with it for 
a couple weeks … get people 
trained on it, make sure it’s 
working the way it should be 
working.”

Big Timber city 
weighs changes 
to garbage rates

Local brewery wins people’s choice award 
When Nathan Eggebrecht 

showed up to interview for 
the position of brewmaster at 
the soon-to-open Crazy Peak 
Brewery, he hadn’t had time 
to prepare a written resume.

“It was the night before 
and I thought ‘well, I’m not 
going to type up a whole 
resume, but I’m home-brew-
ing and I was submitting 
beers to competitions,’” Egg-
ebrecht recalled. “So I put six 
of my beers into a six pack, 
so when I showed up I said 
‘So I didn’t have time to write 
a resume, but I brought a liq-
uid resume for you.’”

Needless to say, Eggebre-
cht got the job, and for about 

a year-and-a-half now he’s 
been putting his own spin on 
the craft brew scene, con-

cocting unique infusions and 
flavors of beer right here in 
Big Timber. Now, Crazy Peak 

Brewery – and Eggebrecht – 
have had their first taste of 
greater success, as they were 
awarded the People’s Choice 
Award at the Stillwater 
Brewfest in Columbus, edg-
ing out seven other breweries 
to win the hearts of hundreds 
of attendees.

“You could bring out up to 
four beers, we had our honey-
bee porter,  we had the 
Cucumber Goze,” Eggebrecht 
said. “That was the first keg I 
blew, I think that was our 
most popular beer that festi-
val.” 

The Cucumber Goze repre-
sents just a slice of Eggebre-
cht’s approach to brewing, a 
blend of tradition and innova-
tion.

“It’s a traditional German 

sour beer,”  Eggebrecht 
explained. “The river that 
flows through (a) certain 
town … it has a high saline 
content, so when you brew 
that beer, you brew it with 
salt and it’s also traditional to 
put coriander in there, and I 
thought that kind of flavor 
profile would pair well with 
cucumbers, so I infused it 
with fresh cucumber, so we 
have the Cucumber Goza on 
tap here.”

Eggebrecht grew up in Bill-
ings, but went to San Diego to 
attend college. It was there, 
in 2005, in the epicenter of 
the craft brew movement 
that’d sweep the nation by 
storm, that he developed his 
love of the taste and 
craft of craft beer. 

When he at last returned home 
to Montana, he quickly found 
himself brewing his own beer 
in pursuit of flavors he’d come 
to love.

“(Montana has) an awesome 
craft brew scene … but there 
were still a few styles, espe-
cially like a really heavy West 
Coast IPA I couldn’t find,” Egg-
ebrecht said. “So I decided to 
just start brewing myself. I got 
a starter kit, a homebrew kit 
for Christmas...and whipped up 
my first batch New Year’s Day 
(2017) and have been brewing 
ever since then.”

Eventually pursuing a brew-
ing certificate through Mon-
tana State University, Egge-
brecht came to sharpen his 

(Pioneer photo by Iain Woessner)
Nathan Eggebrecht  performs tests on his latest batch of beer 
at Crazy Peak Brewing Co.  

By Iain Woessner 
Pioneer Editor

 

Take her home and love her 
for as long as she may be here. 

Those are the words that no 
parent wants to hear from a 
doctor when it comes to their 
newborn child, but these were 
the words that Susie and Dave 
Phares heard when it came to 
their newborn daughter Callie. 

Callie was born in 1991 with 
cerebral palsy, as well as cord 
damage, caused by a lack of 
oxygen to Callie’s brain 
throughout the course of the 
pregnancy that would go on to 
cause additional brain damage. 

“When Callie was born the 
doctors said her umbilical 
cord looked like an electrical 
wire,” said Susie. “The doctors 
couldn’t find any reason for 
the cord damage and told us 
that sometimes these things 
just happen.”

With the idea that Callie 
would not be around long, the 
family took her home and 
braced themselves for the 
worst possible scenario. How-
ever, the worst never came 
and almost 30 years later they 
are still loving the baby they 
were told would probably not 
make it.

Callie, who is completely 
dependent on her family for 

all her basic needs, lives at 
home with her mom, dad and 
primary caregiver Brittany, 
who is also her older sister. 
Brittany became a Certified 
Respiratory Therapist 11 
years ago so that she could 
stay home with Callie and pro-
vide the care she required. 
However, the whole family, 
including older siblings Chris, 
Elizabeth and Dani, all play 
active roles in providing care, 
companionship and love for 
Callie.

“We looked at everything 
differently growing up regard-
ing having a sibling who suf-
fered from multiple health 
issues,” said Elizabeth. “I think 
we all learned compassion at 
young ages because of Callie.”

Considered to be a good 
judge of character, Callie is 
non-verbal and wheelchair-
bound, but that does not stop 
her from getting around or let-
ting you know when she may 
want or need something.

“Callie can’t tell us when 
something may be wrong,” 
said Elizabeth. “We have 
learned to watch her gestures 
for cues on what she may need 
or want.”

Though unable to walk, Cal-
lie has a full range of motion 
and has perfected the art of 
the roll. She maneuvers all 

over the home by rolling 
around on the ground to get to 
where she wants to go, includ-
ing mom and dad’s bedroom in 
the middle of the night to 
catch up on some cartoons.

“This is her house for sure,” 
laughed Brittany. “We just live 
here with her.”

The family has made sure 
that Callie has had as normal 
of a life as she could have by 
involving and including her in 
most everything. 

She graduated from Sweet 
Grass High School in 2010, has 
gone on family trips, been a 
bridesmaid in her sister Eliza-
beth’s wedding, participated in 
the Special Olympics, plays 
with her nieces and nephews, 
is boy crazy and loves watch-
ing television and going to 
baseball/softball games, which 
her mom says is her favorite 
pastime. 

Not only did Callie find the 
support she would need to 
thrive with her family, but the 
Sweet Grass community has 
stepped up numerous times 
throughout the years to help 
the family out when they may 
have required it, whether it 
was helping financially or 
emotionally.

“Big Timber has always 
been there to help us out,” said 
Susie. “They were my shoul-

der to cry on as well as my 
support system when I needed 
it.”

Now the family is getting 
ready to celebrate Callie and 
all her accomplishments as 
she turns the big 30 on June 
30, by having a pool party 
along with a cake smash. The 
family’s new goal for Callie 
has been to save up for and 
purchase a Duet Wheelchair 
Bicycle Tandem PLUS, which 
costs roughly $7,000. This 
wheelchair bike provides a 
comfortable natural position-
ing for the rider and easy ped-
aling for the caretaker, making 
for fun family rides which are 
perfect for Callie who loves to 
go on walks. 

The family wants everyone 
to know that they should not 
feel intimidated by Callie’s 
wheelchair or her disabilities. 

“Don’t be afraid to ask us 
questions about Callie or be 
afraid to talk to her,” said Brit-
tany. “She is probably the nic-
est of us Phares and enjoys 
when people talk to her.”

So, if you happen to be out at 
Sweet Grass Fest this Satur-
day, Callie will be there along 
with her family with balloons 
tied to her chair. Stop and say 
hi and wish the young lady 
who has defied so many odds 
a happy birthday.

(Pioneer photo by Chelsa Nickell)
Susie Phares, Callie Phares and primary caretaker Brittany Phares, her sister, sit on the front porch at Callie’s home, reminiscing 
on fond memories ahead of Callie’s 30th birthday, June 30.

By Iain Woessner 
Pioneer Editor

By Chelsa Nickell 
Pioneer Reporter

www.bigtimberpioneer.net
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OBITUARY

Dale A. Olson
May 17, 1946 — May 29, 2021

 M o n t a n a  &  Wy o m i n g 
mourn the loss of a husband, 
dad, brother, friend, true out-
doors-man, and so much 
more as Dale A. Olson hung 
up his earthly spurs Satur-
day, May 29, 2021 at the age 
of 75 following a short illness 
with Covid19. 
 Dale was born May 17, 1946 
in Tracy, Minnesota to Leon-
ard and Minnie (Lohrbach) 
Olson. He was the youngest 
of 9 children. Dale grew up 
on the family farm north of 
Walnut Grove and completed 
his schooling through 12th 
grade from Walnut Grove 
Senior High School. While in 
MN he met and married his 
first wife Susan Neumann in 
1965. From that union they 
had two children, Travis and 
Lynette. During that time he 
worked for various farmers, 
Control Data, and 3M. In 
1978 he moved out to MT. It 
was there that he met and 
married Carolyn Zimdars in 

1982. Together they had two 
children, Daniel and Kerrine. 
Dale worked for the Labors 
Union 1686 highway con-
struction in MT & WY as well 
as working at the Cenex 
refinery in Laurel, MT. In 
1998 he retired from the 
Labors Union and began 
work with many farmers in 
the Powell and Cody, WY 
area producing and shipping 
alfalfa hay for the racehorse 
industry. He and his wife lat-
er ran their own haying busi-
ness, Olson Custom Haying 
for several years. After 
doing some other odds and 
ends jobs he then fully 
retired and was able to focus 
his time and energy more 
fully on the things he loved, 
family, horses, guns, out-
doors. 
 Dale was always active and 
enjoyed the outdoors. He was 
always planning his next 
adventure. In his younger 
years he enjoyed going to 
mountain man rendezvous. 
He did black powder shoot-
ing, canoeing, as well as 
being an avid hunter and gun 
collector. He loved to go hik-
ing with his family and 
whether it be on horse or on 
foot he loved reaching new 
destinations. His love of the 
mountains and horses lead 
him to join Back Country 
Horsemen. There he helped 
clear trails, plan new trails, 
and go on many rides with 
friends across MT and WY.  
 Dale was a member of the 
NRA, Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation, and Weapons 
Collectors of MT, WY, CO, 
ND, and SD. He also served 
on the boards of; Bennett 
Creek Church, Beartooth 
Back Country Horsemen, as 
well as serving as president 

of the Shoshone Back Coun-
try Horsemen. 
 Faith and family were very 
important to Dale. He raised 
his children to know Christ 
and lived his life showing 
love, humility, and genuine-
ness. He would always make 
you feel welcome and would 
help anyone in need. His gen-
tle and caring nature and 
kind and welcoming smile 
will be truly missed. 
 He loved spending time 
with his grandchildren. 
Going camping, chopping 
wood, riding horses,  he 
enjoyed being part of their 
lives. He would often look 
around and say how truly 
blessed and thankful he was. 
Though he never got the 
chance to meet his great-
grandchildren he cherished 
each of them. 
 Dale is preceded in death 
by parents, Leonard and Min-
nie; brothers and sisters, 
Everett, Grace, Robert, Gen-
evieve, Edmund, and Galen. 
He is survived by first wife, 
Sue, wife, Carol; children, 
Travis (Lisa), Lynette, Daniel 
(Balea), Kerrine (Ryan); sis-
ter Bonnie, brother Larry 
(Judy); 8 grandchildren, 3 
great-grandchildren, numer-
ous nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and many of  his  great 
friends. His memorial ser-
vice will be held June 26th, 
2021 at 2pm at Bennett Creek 
Church 11 Rd 8WC Clark, 
WY. 
 In lieu of flowers donations 
can be made to Back Country 
Horsemen (Shoshone or 
Beartooth), Shiloh Technical 
Institute, or any organization 
near and dear to your heart. 
To view the tribute page or 
share condolences, visit: 
www.Franzen-Davis.com

Happy 90th 
Birthday
We love you,

Linda, Sandy,

Susan, Jim & Sally 

and Families

ff

ff

 Marcella Elizabeth Bernathy, 96, 
of Gardiner, Montana, passed 
away Monday, May 24, 2021. A 
memorial service will be held 
Thursday, July 1, 2021, 11:00 A.M., 
at St. Joseph Catholic Church, 910 
McLeod Street, in Big Timber, 
Montana. Franzen-Davis Funeral 
Home and Crematory has assisted 
with arrangements. To view the 
tribute page or leave condolences, 
visit: www.franzen-davis.com

DEATH NOTICE

his skills at Red Lodge Ales as 
a part of that course, working 
and learning how to brew in a 
larger and more professional 
setting. He impressed himself 
upon the staff there, and at 
one point was floated an offer 
for a job – just at the same 
time Big Timber’s Crazy Peak 
invited him to interview.

“It was a very tough point to 
try and choose where to go but 
I’m pretty confident I made 
the right choice, I love Big 
Timber,” Eggebrecht said, not-
ing that he had free reign to 
design his own beers at Big 
Timber and not be confined to 
brewing others’ recipes. 
“That’s what really excites me 
about brewing is creating the 
recipes, coming up with new 
and unique stuff.”

Next up, Crazy Peak is 
going to be submitting some 
beers to a national-level com-
petition in Colorado. Even if 
they don’t net any awards – 
and Eggebrecht is confident – 
the feedback from the judges 
there will only serve to give 

the young brewmaster better 
wisdom to continue  to hone 
his craft. Eggebrecht said 
that he gets inspiration for his 
recipes quite often from his 
dreams, waking up in the 
morning with a new concept 
lodged into his mind. Yet the 
other regular source of inspi-
ration comes to him from the 
community he serves.

“I don’t just brew for me, I 
brew for this community and 
people come in oftentimes 
and give me ideas,” Eggebre-
cht said. “I’ve been blown 
away with how the taste of 
this community is. They’re 
willing to try what I throw at 
them. I was a little nervous 
moving up here that people 
would just like their domestic 
beer and that’s definitely not 
the case, people are very 
experimental up here and 
willing to try new and fresh 
things.”

Crazy Peak Brewing Co is 
located in Big Timber and 
locally owned by Colter and 
Kendra Todd. 

GREAT FALLS - Histori-
cally low water flows on the 
Smith River are making for 
extremely difficult floating 
conditions for permit hold-
ers.  As of Friday afternoon 
June 18, streamflow at the 
Eagle Creek gauge mea-
sured a flow of 116 cubic 
feet per second (CFS).  The 
long-term median flow for 
this date is 532 CFS, and the 
previous low flow ever 
recorded in the 29-year his-
tory of the gauge was 187 
CFS, recorded in 2001.

Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks does not close the riv-
er due to low flows, but 
those who drew a permit to 
float the river should be 
aware that they will encoun-
ter difficult  to nearly 
impossible floating condi-
tions at present water lev-
els, and in light of that 
many permit holders are 
choosing to cancel their 
float for this year.  

“Our normal recommen-
dations for suitable river 
levels for floating are 350 
cfs for drift boats, 250 cfs 
for rafts, and 150 cfs for 
canoes and kayaks,” said 
Colin Maas, FWP Park Man-
ager for the Smith River. 
“Floating at lower levels 
may still be possible but is 
much more dependent upon 
a group’s equipment load, 
paddling and rowing skills, 
and their ability to read the 
water. And at these low 
flows, even travelling light, 
floaters will find that its 
necessary to get out and 
drag their boats down 
numerous lengthy gravel 
bars.”

By Pioneer Staff

www.bigtimberpioneer.net
www.franzen-davis.com
www.work4tncfoods.com
www.franzen-davis.com
www.skyfcu.org
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Kill Kare Klub celebrates 111 years
of conversation and community

After 111 years, the Kill 
Kare Klub, a social club orig-
inally founded by and for the 
ranch wives and country 
women who raised families 
along the Yellowstone River, 
still boasts roughly 20 dues-
paying members, continuing 
a tradition and pastime that’s 
been a part of this region for 
generations.

“I was reading in the book, 
the first lady who came up 
with the idea, that’s what she 
was looking for: social life,” 
Alice Laubach, one of the 
current members of the 
Club, said.

“Well, they were going by 
horse and buggy then,” Lor-
raine Valgamore pointed out. 

Indeed, the Klub itself has 
seen a span of incredible 
technological change, from a 
pre-automobile agrarian 
landscape to a post-atomic 
present. The Klub has sur-
vived multiple world wars, 
economic depressions — and 
most recently, a prolonged 
hiatus due to COVID-19.

After halting meetings 
March of 2020, the Klub 
hasn’t convened properly 
until May 2021. Though some 
of the members kept in 
touch via phone calls or oth-
er means, most don’t make 
use of social media.

“Some of them I didn’t 
hear from for a whole year,” 
Valgamore recalled.

“We were glad to see 
everybody,” Julie Sanders 
said. “There were about four 
conversations going on at 
once.”

The Klub initially was lim-
ited to just individuals who 
lived along the Yellowstone, 
but as the area has grown 
and changed, admittance to 
the Klub — which is still by 
invite-only — expanded to 

include more far-flung mem-
bers. They even boast a 
dues-paying member who 
lives in Phoenix, Arizona. 

But while no single mem-
ber can speak to the span of 
all 111 years, many have 
lasting memories of the Klub 
and its many monthly gath-
erings over an impressive 
span of decades. Even those 
who have only been mem-
bers for a short stretch of 
the Klub’s lifespan can trace 
their connections to the Klub 
as far back as their child-
hoods, and stretching fur-
ther into the lives of their 
mothers.

“I didn’t join until after I 
quit working … it’s been 
about 20 years,” Selma Gib-
by said. “I remember when 
mom was there though, she’d 
go. Boy, she didn’t miss it 
unless she had to. That was 
the only outlet you had, they 
were with a bunch of kids so 
(she could) get away from 
‘em for a bit. She really 
enjoyed that, she tried to get 
us to join as soon as we got 
married, but we had too 
much other things going on.”

At various points Klub 
members can recall inci-
dents where women would 
brave snow and rain and all 
manner of foul weather just 
to gather. And even when it 
was just a couple or a hand-
ful, a Klub meeting was a 
Klub meeting.

“We used to go to different 
homes for Christmas parties 
and see how elaborately 
t h e y  w e r e  d e c o r a t e d , 
exchange gifts,” Sanders 
said. “I think maybe that 
was one of things (I remem-
ber most fondly).”

While  technology has 
made it easier than ever to 
connect in ways the Klub’s 
original founders couldn’t 
even imagine, the Klub’s his-
tory of personal, in-person 
visits has forged lasting 
memories in its members, 
even today.

“You always looked for-
ward to going, and I always 
felt that I had to do some-
thing that same day, so it’d 
make my day worthwhile,” 
Laubach said. “But as for 
special memories? I think 
they were all special.”

All Washed Up, LLC
(406) 222-1125 • allwashedupllc.shipley@gmail.com

commercial & residential window cleaning

(Pioneer photo by Iain Woessner)
Lorraine Valgamore, Julie Sanders, Selma Gibby and Alice Laubach are all dues-paying mem-
bers of the 111-year-old Kill Kare Klub.

By Iain Woessner 
Pioneer Editor

Children under-vaccinated in MT

Children in Montana get 
vaccinated at a lower rate 
than those in the nation as a 
whole — just 62 percent of 
those in the Treasure State 
complete the recommended 
vaccination series compared 
to 71 percent nationally, 
according to the University of 
Montana.

A new study from the Mis-
soula flagship looks at why.

Sophia Newcomer, lead 
researcher at UM on the 
study conducted in partner-
ship with the Montana 
Department of

Public Health and Human 
Services, said the team want-
ed to know if under-vaccina-
tion was due to accessibility 
or to parental hesitation.

“We found out the answer is 
both,” Newcomer said Mon-
day.

But the researchers evalu-
ated the data with a map of 
Montana.

“If we can figure out what 
areas in Montana are having 
each of those types of issues, 
we can then work on pro-
grams and interventions to 
address the root causes of 
under-vaccination,” said New-
comer, with the UM Center 
f o r  P o p u l a t i o n  H e a l t h 
Research. 

In its report on the study, 
UM said the project is the 
first “spatial scan analysis” to 
identify clusters of under-vac-
cinated children and evaluate 
whether the reason is due to 
social or geographic barriers. 
UM noted the study was pub-
lished in the American Jour-
nal of Preventive Medicine 
and cited the low vaccination 
rate in Montana, also noting 
just 38 percent of children 
receive vaccinations on time.

A second study is still pre-
liminary and will be submit-

ted for publication this sum-
mer, and the map identifying 
“hot spots” hasn’t been peer 
reviewed and isn’t public, 
Newcomer said. However, an 
analysis of the hot spots 
shows the reasons for under-
vaccination differ by location.

“The barriers to timely 
childhood vaccination look 
very different when you’re 
looking at western or eastern 
Montana,” said Newcomer, 
assistant professor with the 
UM School of Public and Com-
munity Health Sciences.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s 
Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices rec-
ommends that by age 2, chil-
dren receive vaccines for 
diphtheria, tetanus and per-
tussis; polio; measles, mumps 
and rubella; hepatitis B; vari-
cella; Heamophilous influen-
zae type b; and pneumococcal 
disease, according to the 
report from UM.

On the western side of the 
state, the hurdle to vaccina-
tion is likely parental hesitan-
cy, Newcomer said. In that 
case, the research shows 
pockets where children have 
some of the recommended 
vaccines by 2 years old, but 
not all of the ones in the 
series, indicating skepticism. 
Also, she said, children may 
have their vaccinations 
spread out in a way that’s not 
recommended. Generally, she 
said, the finding in this area 
tracks with the already known 
high prevalence of religious 
exemptions for vaccinations 
for children in public schools.

On the eastern side of the 
state? Newcomer said the 
data indicate children aren’t 
getting all their vaccinations 

because of barriers to access-
ing immunization services. In 
those cases, children may 
have started taking all their 
vaccines, but may not have 
finished the series.

The different findings point 
to the need for different 
approaches to move the dial.

“Fundamentally, solutions to 
address those two problems 
are very different,” Newcom-
er said.

Where barriers exist, the fix 
might be making sure enough 
immunization providers are 
available, and also making 
sure families know they need 
to return to complete the 
series, she said. Where paren-
tal hesitancy exists, she said, 
solutions might involve work-
ing with nurses and providers 
on effective conversations and 
social media programs that 
build trust around vaccines.

In the UM report, Rain 
Freeman, UM’s epidemiology 
specialist and the project’s 
data manager, said national 
Vaccines for Children Pro-
gram data showed a substan-
tial decrease in routine, pedi-
atric vaccine orders at the 
beginning of the pandemic. 
She said making sure children 
are vaccinated on time is cru-
cial to preventing diseases and 
noted measles needs a 95 per-
cent vaccination rate for herd 
immunity.

“The problem is if vaccina-
tion rates for these prevent-
able diseases dip too far below 
the estimated thresholds for 
herd immunity, we’re worried 
that we could have multiple 
epidemics or outbreaks occur-
ring as social interaction 
becomes a little more nor-
mal,” she said in the report 
from UM.

By Keila Szpaller 
The Daily Montanan
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Opinion

As I sit here today on 
Father’s Day, I find it hard to 
believe that my father would 
have turned 102 this July. He 
has been gone for 24 years, 
but he still lives large in my 
memory. He was one of those 
people with the classic cow-
boy look, and that look landed 
him on the front of the Mon-
tana map tipping his hat dur-
ing the 80’s. During that time, 
he would be approached by 
tourists to have him sign 
their maps. The name of the 
photographer was identified 
as Harley Hettick, so when 
he would sign Glen Roberts, 
they would question if he was 
the right guy. We began jok-
ingly calling him Harley Het-
tick, so he considered just 
signing Harley Hettick to 
avoid lengthy explanations.

    My dad was a God-fear-
ing Christian man, but he 
spoke in the cowboy vernacu-
lar. He was 40 years old when 
I was born, because he just 
did not get around to having 
a family until he had done 40 
years of living. Sometimes I 
feel cheated out of time with 
him because of that decision 
he made to postpone father-
hood, which was not as fash-
ionable then as it is now. Nev-
ertheless, both my sister 
Jane and I claim that we 
grew up thinking our names 
were Dammit. We grew up on 
Sun Canyon Lodge, a guest 
ranch out of Augusta, Mon-
tana, so we didn’t see him 
much from mid-June until 
the end of hunting season, 
because he pretty much lived 
in the Bob Marshall Wilder-
ness during that time of year. 
When he would be home, of 
course we were always 
underfoot. It became a big 
joke that the only communi-
cation we had with him for 
six months of the year was 

when he would say, “Get out 
of the way, Dammit.”

   As soon as he decided I 
was old enough, he started 
taking me on packtrips 
where he tried to teach me 
everything from camp cook-
ing to throwing a diamond 
hitch. I cannot throw a dia-
mond hitch, but I do adhere 
to his philosophy on camp 
cooking, which was, “When it 
is brown it’s cooking; when 
it’s black, it’s done, Dammit.”

   One time when I was 12, 
he and I had dropped a camp 
and were coming empty out 
of Pretty Prairie on the South 
Fork of the Sun River. He 
pulled his horse up and said, 
“I’ve got to take a couple 
dynamite pills (which is what 
he called his nitroglycerin 
tablets for his heart condi-
tion), because there’s an ele-
phant sitting on my chest.” 
The dynamite pills must have 
worked, because after 20 
long minutes of lying beside 
the trail, he sat up and 
announced that we were 
going on to Klick’s K Bar L 
Ranch. I left him at the head 
of Gibson Lake with Dick 
Klick, who would take him by 

boat and truck down to our 
ranch.

   I had 14 miles to go, so 
the string and I started trot-
ting around corners and lop-
ing on the straight stretches. 
That speed is hard on the pig-
tails that hold a pack string 
together. Finally I got tired of 
fixing popped pigtails, so I 
just tied up all the halter 
ropes, got in the front, and 
stayed there. When we 
reached the ranch gate, I 
fixed all the pigtails, so I 
could ride in properly. It was 
drizzling, so I was wearing a 
poncho rain slicker that 
spooked my horse when I 
tried to swing my leg over 
him. He threw a fit, and I 
would have fallen off except 
the poncho was stuck over 
the saddle horn. Since he 
couldn’t get rid of me and he 
was pretty tired, he gave up 
and let me get seated again, 
but of course my string had 
gone on to the barn without 
me. Dad was being helped 
into a van for a ride to the 
hospital when I rode up. He 
said, “It’s customary to lead 
your string in, Dammit!” 
Coming from him, I under-
stood that to be loosely trans-
lated as, “I am so glad you 
made it. I am proud of you.”

   My father and mother 
bickered constantly. It was 
mostly a form of recreation 
for them, and they rarely 
missed an opportunity to dig 
at each other. One time, my 
sister Jane had Dad loaded in 
the bucket of one of those 
turned around Farmhand 
loaders. She was lifting him 
up so he could do some work 
on a shed roof, but she got 
the loader in the wrong gear 
and ran into the shed. He 
calmly stepped up on top of 
the shed after his wild ride in 
the bucket, looked down at 

her, and said, “Dammit, you 
drive just like your mother!”

   In his later years, Dad 
loved driving his Percheron-
cross buckskins, Buck and 
Ginger, which he bought as 
weanlings. By the time they 
were two, they were ready to 
be hitched to the wagon. 
Mother watched our prepara-
tions for their first hitch and 
lent support with phrases 
like, “Those horses are going 
to kill all three of you!”

   Nevertheless, Dad point-
ed the wagon uphill, put me 
in the wagon with a trip rope 
on Buck, and Jane snubbed 
Ginger to her saddle horse. 
Dad let the brake off and 
clucked. The wagon rolled 
and rumbled, and the colts 
sprang forward in a two tur-
bo horsepower lunge. I 
tripped Buck as Jane jerked 
Ginger up short.

   Dad calmly explained 
that we would have to let 
them go a little bit. We nod-
ded, so he tried it again. I 
tripped Buck, Jane jerked 
Ginger up, and Dad sput-
tered, “Dammit, you two 
knuckleheads have to let 
them go a little or we will 
never get out of sight of the 
old lady!”

   We buried my dad on the 
family ranch up the coulee 
from the log house he built 
just two miles from the one 
room sod roofed cabin where 
he was born in 1919 eleven 
miles southeast of Mus-
selshell, Montana.  I like to 
think he is still watching out 
for us. I only have 37 years 
worth of memories of him, 
but I cherish them. If your 
father is still alive, I hope 
you skipped the ties and 
cordless drills and went out 
and made memories togeth-
er!

  If you love to cook out-

doors, here are some fun 
ideas to try with either a 
campfire or charcoal.

 
C e d a r   P l a n k        
Salmon

2 lbs. fresh salmon fillets
1 C. sour cream
1/2 C. melted butter
4 cloves pressed garlic
Alpine Touch or other sea-

soned salt to taste
dill to taste (optional)
   Don’t buy expensive 

cedar planks in the barbecue 
aisle. Go to your local hard-
ware store and ask if they 
will give you some scrap 
cedar to make planks that 
will fit the size of your barbe-
cue. Soak the planks in water 
for several hours. You may 
have to weight them down 
with cans from the pan-
try. Skin the salmon with a 
sharp knife and place on the 
soaked board. Mix the sour 
cream,  mel ted  but ter, 
pressed garlic, seasoned salt, 
and dill together and spread 
on top of the salmon. Cook 
over medium hot grill until 
salmon flakes (approximate-
ly 20 minutes). Do not turn it, 
but you may tent it loosely 
with foil. The board will char, 
which gives the smoked fla-
vor.  Note: For a sweet teriya-
ki salmon glaze, mix brown 
sugar with soy sauce until it 
is “spreadable”. Marinate the 
salmon in this mixture, and 
then baste it over the salmon 

filets on the plank as it cooks.

Dutch Oven Parme-
san Potatoes

3  lbs .  red  potatoes , 
scrubbed and chopped bite 
sized

1/2 C. melted butter

several cloves of pressed 
garlic to taste

2/3 C. Parmesan cheese, 
divided

seasoned salt to taste
parsley flakes (optional)
   Melt butter in 12-inch 

Dutch oven or 9x13 baking 
pan. Coat chopped potatoes 
with butter. Mix 1/3 C. 
cheese, garlic, and seasoning 
and stir into potatoes. Cook in 
the oven for one hour at 350 
degrees. Just before serving, 
top with shredded Parmesan 
or other cheese of your 
choice. To cook outside with 
briquettes and a 12 inch 
Dutch oven, arrange 8 coals 
on the bottom and 17 on the 
top. Cook for 45 minutes to 
an hour, rotating the lid and 
oven every 15 minutes.

Lazy  Dutch  Oven 
Cobbler

1 large and one regular 
sized can of sliced peaches 
with syrup

1 pkg. yellow or white cake 
mix

ground cinnamon and nut-
meg to taste

1.5 sticks butter
 In a 12-inch Dutch oven, 

dump peaches in the bottom. 
Sprinkle liberally with cinna-
mon and nutmeg. Pour dry 
cake mix over top of peaches 
and spices. Cut 1.5 sticks of 
butter into pats and dot them 
on top of the cake mix. Bake 
in the Dutch oven with 15 
coals on the bottom and 10 on 
the top for about 45 minutes 
or until done.  Remember to 
rotate the oven and lid every 
15 minutes. Serve warm with 
fresh whipped cream. If you 
want to bake it in the range 
oven, use a 9 X 13 pan and 
bake at 350 degrees for about 
45 minutes.

Father’s Day Cooking Column

Cooking  

on a  

Long Trot

Susan Metcalf
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Letter to the editor
Editor: 

I bemoan the fact that Big 
Timber does not have a 
United Methodist Church. 
There are lots of good 
churches here but I have 
been nurtured in the Meth-
odist tradition for over 70 
years and it is ingrained. 
Now I am fairly certain that 
God doesn’t care whether 
you are Baptist, Lutheran, 
Methodist, or Catholic as 
long as you know that Jesus 
is your Savior (you are a 
Jesus follower). And wheth-
er you are a “dunker” or a 
“sprinkler” most likely is 
inconsequential to the Lord. 
But I wonder whether other 
Christians would admit that 
you get comfortable in the 
way the Gospel is presented 
in a certain tradition.

John Wesley, the Method-
ist Church founder, started 
the church by meeting in 
small groups (maybe 6-12 
people) that read the Bible 
together, prayed together, 
supported each other, and 
held each other accountable. 
That still happens in some 
Methodist churches today, 
especially bigger ones. The 
large church that my wife 
and I attend when we are in 
Ohio has small group meet-

ings that they call life 
groups. They are not intend-
ed to supplant Sunday wor-
ship but are a means by 
which to stay connected to 
the church. One can certain-
ly get lost in the crowd 
when there is 300 to 400 
folks at each service in a 
large church!

My intent with this mes-
sage is to see if there is any 
interest in a small group 
meeting in Big Timber. You 
wouldn’t need to have a 
Methodist background to 
consider this. All you need 
is a desire to grow your 
faith in a more intimate set-
ting. In Ohio, we meet in a 
person’s home on Sunday 
evenings. There are 10 to 12 
of us and we are all seniors. 
I do believe that the demo-
graphics of a group are 
important since you may 
relate better if you all have 
similar concerns, interests, 
and are on about the same 
spot in your faith journeys. 
(There are many life groups 
in this Methodist Church eg. 
some with young parents 
and others parenting teens.)

--Kim Waterfall, 
Big Timber

It seems today it’s hard to 
know what’s true anymore. 
Everyone’s opinion is an 
immovable object, and any con-
tradicting opinion an unstoppa-
ble force. We find ourselves 
clashing and crashing into one 
another, dueling gospels, too 
stubborn or too confident to 
budge even one inch. We are not 
ye of little faith — perhaps just 
the opposite, we are zealous in 
our conviction to our convic-
tions.

Worse still, too few people are 
willing to be honest about their 
ignorance. To say “I don’t know” 
seems a sign of weakness now 
moreso than any time I’ve 
known. We’re not willing to 
open ourselves up to being 
wrong — it’s a vulnerability we 
can’t bear to expose. I’m no less 
guilty than anyone else. I do, 
however, believe strongly in 
taking responsibility when 
errors are made. When a news-
paper makes a mistake, it’s sup-
posed to print a correction. It’s 
not a sign of weakness, it is the 
same as anything else we’re 
supposed to print: a statement 
of fact.

Facts are funny 
things, and the truth 
is like a campfire — 
it can keep you alive 
in the darkest of 
times, but if you’re 
not careful with it, 
you could spark an 
all-consuming infer-
no. Perhaps that’s 
why some call them 
“truth bombs.” 

Still, if made to 
choose, I’d rather 
deal with an honest 
man than any other. I’d rather 
taste a bitter truth than a sweet 
lie, for the sweetness of deceit 
rots the soul, like too much sug-
ar rots a tooth. Medicine is bit-
ter, and it is often what saves us 
from death and misery. In this 
spirit, I appreciate what I have 
found in the character of the 
people I have met in my admit-
tedly short time here in Sweet 
Grass County. Where so many 
parts of this nation seem 
adverse to an abundance of hon-
esty, here I’ve found plenty of 
people who have no hesitation to 
speak their mind, to tell me 
their truth.

Truth is a powerful pillar of 
the American mythology. 
George Washington famously 

“could not tell a lie”, 
in an admittedly 
openly fictional 
account of his child-
hood.  Superman 
fought for truth, as 
well as justice — and 
of course, the “Amer-
ican Way”. These 
myths are not false-
hoods, though they 
may be works of fic-
tion. These are fun-
damental threads 
which weave the 

common culture of this nation, 
where a man is free to pursue 
their own truth, their own jus-
tice and their own way, as they 
wish.

That’s what I appreciate the 
most about places like Big Tim-
ber and its inhabitants. This is a 
choice cut of America, a time 
capsule that yet contains the 
echoes of “the West”, where a 
man’s word was his bond, where 
a handshake was as good as ink 
in sealing a deal. In my line of 
work, truth is justice and both 
serve to pave the American 
way, where a free press is guar-
anteed by the most implacable, 
most absolute law of the land. 

A free society must be an 
honest society. It must be hon-

est when it is right, and it must 
be honest when it is wrong. We 
have a responsibility to each 
other, to be honest, even when 
we know to do so will bring us 
discomfort or even pain. The 
newspaper has an even greater 
responsibility to be honest. If 
we are dishonest, then we can-
not be trusted to tell your truth, 
to convey your story accurately, 
honestly and clearly. Fake news 
is no news at all — it is at best a 
comforting lie, and at worst a 
conniving manipulation.

Still, none of us are perfect. 
Man is not a flawless creation, 
and so to be honest takes work, 
discipline — and inevitably, all 
of us will fail, at least once or 
twice. Acknowledging that inev-
itable failure is the first step. I 
will do my best to always be the 
first to admit when I am wrong, 
with just as much confidence as 
I’m willing to hold to when I 
know I’m right. They say a liar 
has a silver tongue, but I believe 
an honest word is worth its 
weight in gold -- though I don’t 
think that’s the true value of 
honesty.

The value of honesty is in the 
freedom it brings — for is it 
not said, that the truth shall 
set you free?

The true value of honesty

Iain Woessner
Pioneer Editor

By Bob Brown 
Guest Columnist

 I think it was the 1977 Mon-
tana Republican state conven-
tion, and the speaker standing 
before the delegates was new-
ly elected Congressman Ron 
Marlenee.  Facing criticism 
from some of the hard right 
element of his party regarding 
his personal life, Marlenee 
was as dynamic and defiant as 
I ever saw him.

He told the party faithful 
that if they elected him to get 
back the Panama Canal, they 
had elected the wrong man.  
He said if they had elected 
him to get prayer back into 
public schools, that would not 
be his priority, nor would get-
ting the U.S. out of the United 
Nations.  But if we wanted a 
fighter for the interests of 
Montana’s rural farmers and 
ranchers or for our state’s 
mineral and timber resources 
and the Montana jobs those 
resources represented, then 
we had elected the right repre-
sentative.

Sometimes working with his 
colleague Democrat Pat Wil-
liams, Marlenee went on to 
make good on his promise as 
his “no nonsense” record 
proved in his subsequent six-
teen years in Congress.  He 
was a conservative coalition 
builder, a realist, not a radical.

Our state with its small pop-
ulation and vast remoteness 
has been vulnerable to exploi-
tation by powerful interests 
for our entire history.  It has 
been our continual challenge 
to protect the interests of 
Montanans in the management 
of our vast natural bounty.  
Meeting that challenge was 
pretty much Marlenee’s sole 
focus.  

Understandably, the Marle-
nee record was not always 
popular with everyone, partic-
ularly conservationists.  One 
of his laugh lines was that the 
only result he could see com-
ing from the extinction of griz-
zly bears was that “we’d be up 
to our a** in huckleberries.”

In looking back, our state 
has been served by some great 

Republicans.  Governor Joe 
Dixon forced the controlling 
mining interests to begin pay-
ing taxes.  Governor Sam 
Ford’s program of public road 
building “got Montana out of 
the mud.”  Both proved vital to 
the progress of our state.  Jea-
nette Rankin was a leading fig-
ure in the nation’s most conse-
quential mass movement 
which resulted in the right to 
vote for half our population.

Now comes another new-
comer to represent Montana in 
the recently ransacked hal-
lowed halls of our nation’s cap-
itol.  Freshman Congressman 
Matt Rosendale, unlike Marle-
nee, has revealed that he will 
indeed be an ideologue.  In 
fact, he has shown himself to 
be so far on the fringes of the 
minority that he has the dis-
tinction of being one of only 
six members of either house of 
Congress to oppose BOTH the 
Congressional Gold Medal 
awards to the Capitol police 
protectors who lost their lives 
defending the US Capitol AND 
a federal holiday to commemo-

rate the anniversary of the end 
of slavery. 

Rosendale stands out even 
among these hardest of the 
hardcore Republican ideo-
logues because he’s the only 
one not from the Deep South.  
Voting as he did, Rosendale 
cancelled out the vote of his 
very conservative Montana 
colleague Senator Steve 
Daines.

Early impressions can be 
long lasting. By exposing him-
self as an extremist as he 
makes his first impression as a 
member of Congress, Rosen-
dale has carelessly diminished 
his credibility to do his real 
job to represent the real peo-
ple of Montana.

The conspiratorial radical-
ism typified by Rosendale’s 
extremism is not conservative.  
He has purposely chosen to be 
part of a small cult on the radi-
cal fringe of our system.  He 
has time to atone but we know 
that he won’t.  He will continue 
to be who he is.  All Montan-
ans, Democrats and Republi-
cans, deserve better.

Extremism hurts credibility

By Iain Woessner 
Pioneer Editor
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Complaints
June 13 – An officer performed 
a traffic stop on McLeod St. The 
driver of the vehicle was issued a 
warning for a taillight.

June 13 – An officer performed a 
traffic stop on West First Ave. The 
driver of the vehicle was issued a 
citation and ended up having their 
vehicle towed by Hanser’s.

June 13 – An officer performed 
a traffic stop on Third Ave. The 
driver of the vehicle was issued 
four clear citations and the officer 
seized their plates.

June 13 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report that they had 
been walking at Dornix Park and 
had been bitten by a dog that was 
not on a leash. Dispatch con-
tacted the county health nurse and 
advised an officer who went and 
took pictures of the wound.

June 13 – Dispatch received two 
accidental 911 call.

June 13 – Dispatch received a call 
from an individual reporting that 
somebody had slashed their tire 
as well as cut their break lines on 
East Fifth Ave. The caller stated 
that they knew who did it and that 
they had also deflated the tires in 
all the bikes. Dispatch advised an 
officer of the call.

June 13 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report that there was 
a vehicle traveling on Highway 10 
East that was going five mph and 
had kids on bikes in front of them. 
The caller stated that the vehicle 
was blocking traffic. Dispatch 
advised an officer of the call.

June 13 – An officer performed a 
traffic stop near the football field. 
The driver of the vehicle was is-
sued a warning for the stop.

June 13 – An officer performed a 
traffic stop on East First Ave. The 
driver of the vehicle was issued a 
warning for the stop.

June 13 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report that their child 
had called to say they were going 
up to Independence but would be 
back at a certain time. Dispatch 
advised an officer who went to try 
to locate the individual, but before 
they could the caller called back 
to state that they had spoken with 
their child.

June 13 – Dispatch received a call 
that there was an individual who 
was trying to fight with the nurses 
at Pioneer Medical Center. Dis-
patch advised an officer who went 
up and spoke with the individual.

June 14 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report that there was 
an altercation on the corner of 
Fifth and Bramble St. Dispatch ad-
vised multiple officers who went 
and spoke with the individuals.

June 14 – An individual came 
into the Sheriff ’s office to report 
identity theft. Dispatch provided 
the individual with an identity 
theft packet.

June 14 – Dispatch received a 
call from an individual at a local 
business on West First Ave. stating 
that they had a customer hauling 
bees come in and complain about 
the cost of fuel and when the 
manager went out to speak with 
them, they informed them that 
they could not speak to them with 
all the bees flying around. The 
caller stated the customer then 
went and parked in front of one of 
a fuel pump and refused to move. 
Dispatch advised an officer who 
went and escorted the driver out 
of town.

June 14 – An individual contacted 
dispatch requesting that one of 
their clients be arrested. Dispatch 
transferred the call to one of the 
officers who spoke with the indi-
vidual and arranged to have the 
person picked up and transported 
to Park County Detention Center.

June 14 – A vehicle unlock was 
requested at West Third Ave. 
Dispatch advised an officer who 
went and successfully unlocked 
the vehicle.

June 14 – Dispatch received a 
report of an individual that was 
in the urgent care in Livingston 
with a cat bite from one of their 
own cats. A report was faxed to 
dispatch, and an officer requested 
that a record of the animals im-
munizations be found.

June 14 – A vehicle unlock was 
requested on a vehicle that was 
parked on West Third Ave. with a 

young child in it. Dispatch advised 
an officer who went and success-
fully unlocked the vehicle.

June 14 – Dispatch received two 
accidental 911 call.

June 14 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report a horse in their 
yard on Sharptail Lane. Dispatch 
advised officers and was able to 
contact the owners who were go-
ing to ride with one of the officers 
to retrieve the animal.

June 14 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report that their child’s 
ex had just come speeding down 
their property and they were not 
sure if the individual was still on 
the property. Dispatch advised 
officers who found that the indi-
vidual had warrant from Rosebud 
County, but they were unable to 
locate the individual.

June 14 – Dispatch received a call 
from an individual reporting a 
death on Rapelje Road that was 
witnessed by the caretaker and 
family. Officers were advised of 
the call and the body was released 
to the funeral home.

June 14 – An officer performed a 
traffic stop on Highway 191. The 
driver of the vehicle was issued a 
citation for speeding.

June 15 – An officer advised dis-
patch that they were going to be 
leaving the county to go and pick 
up an inmate from GCDC and 
transport them to court and then 
back to GCDC.

June 15 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report a horse that 
looked like it might be on the 
outside of the fence on West First 
Ave. Dispatch advised an officer 
of the call.

June 15 – Dispatch received an 
accidental 911 call.

June 15 – An officer radioed dis-
patch that they were going to be 
assisting a driver on Interstate 90 
near mile marker 367. 

June 15 – An officer performed 
a traffic stop. The driver of the 
vehicle was issued a warning for 
driving while suspended to do so.

June 15 – Dispatch received a 
report of a road rage incident in-
volving a vehicle versus pedestri-
an. The suspects were identified, 
intoxicated and anti-law. Dispatch 
advised Montana Highway Patrol 
and officers who requested agency 
assistance from Stillwater if the 
suspects were stopped at the 
county line.

June 15 – Hanser’s contacted 
dispatch to advise them of a call 
from an insurance company about 
a vehicle with a flat tire at the 
Greycliff Exit and they would not 
be able to get to it for awhile and 
the owner of the vehicle was pan-
icking. Dispatch advised an officer 
of the call.

June 16 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report a fire at the 
Bruner Place by Shawmut that 
had reignited back up from the 
previous week. Dispatch advised 
Wheatland and Golden County of 
the call.

June 16 – Dispatch received a call 
from an individual reporting that 
they had left their camera at a 
local business on McLeod St.  Dis-
patch advised the caller to contact 
the business and provided the 
number. The caller called back to 
state they had located the camera.

June 16 – An officer radioed 
dispatch that they had been 
approached by and individual 
reporting that someone shot their 
trailer that is parked in a field on 
Lower Deer Creek Road. Officers 
went and took pictures of the 
trailer.

June 16 – An officer performed a 
traffic stop on Lower Deer Creek 
Road. The driver of the vehicle 
was issued a citation for the stop.

June 17 – A civil standby was 
requested on A St. in Greycliff. 
An officer went to assist with the 
standby, but the parties had not 
agreed on the time, so officers left. 

June 17 – Dispatch received an 
accidental 911 call.

June 17 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report two individu-
als that were on their property 
in Meadowlark Circle who were 
looking in their camper trailer 
window and when they were 
approached, they said they were 
looking for the owner and took off 

very erratically. Dispatch advised 
officers who were going to patrol 
the area more.

June 17 – An individual brought 
a wallet that they had found at 
Dornix Park into dispatch.

June 17 – Dispatch received a re-
port of a vehicle that was traveling 
in the eastbound lane of I-90 that 
was not maintaining the lane and 
hitting the rumble strips. Dispatch 
advised an officer, but they were 
unable to locate the vehicle in 
question.

June 17 – An individual came 
into the Sheriff ’s office to report 
an individual that was sitting in 
front of the visitors center with a 
sign that said they needed help. 
The caller just did not want them 
sleeping there at night as it was 
startling in the morning. Dispatch 
advised an officer who gave the 
individual a ride to Braaten.

June 17 – Dispatch received a call 
from an individual reporting a 
vehicle that was traveling at high 
rates of speed on I-90 near mile 
marker 381. Dispatch advised of-
ficers and MHP.

June 17 – An officer performed a 
traffic stop on Big Timber Loop 
Road. The driver of the vehicle 
was issued two warnings for the 
stop.

June 18 – An officer from a dif-
ferent county contacted dispatch 
requesting a next of kin death no-
tification be delivered to Stephens 
Hill Road. Dispatch advised an 
officer who went and delivered the 
death notification.

June 18 – Dispatch received a 
call from a concerned citizen 
regarding a fuel spill at a local gas 
station on Big Timber Loop Road. 
Dispatch advised Big Timber 
Volunteer Fire Department who 
contacted the owners and was 
advised they were properly taking 
care of the spill.

June 18 – Dispatch received two 
accidental 911 call.

June 18 – A vehicle unlock was 
requested on the Main Boulder 
Road. Dispatch advised an of-
ficer who went and successfully 
unlocked the vehicle.

June 18 – Stillwater County 
contacted dispatch to report a 
possible drunk driver report on 
a vehicle in the westbound lane 
of I-90 near mile marker 414. 
Dispatch advised officers who 
were unable to locate the vehicle 
in question.

June 18 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report a freightliner 
that was traveling at high speeds 
and swerving. Dispatch advised 
an officer, but they were unable to 
locate the vehicle.

June 18 – A vehicle unlock was 
requested for a vehicle on Big 
Timber Loop Road. Dispatch 
advised an officer who went and 
successfully unlocked the vehicle.

June 18 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report a motorcycle 
traveling at high speeds with a 
bike attached to it on I-90. Dis-
patch advised an officer, but they 
were unable to locate the vehicle, 
so dispatch notified MHP of the 
call.

June 18 – Dispatch received a call 
from an individual reporting that 
they had a flat tire on I-90 near 
mile marker 370. The caller was 
requesting a deputy to provide 
lights while they changed the tire. 
Dispatch advised an officer who 
went and assisted the driver.

June 18 – An individual contacted 
dispatch and reported that they 
had some electrical issues with 
their vehicle and were going to 
need a tow on I-90. Dispatch 
advised an officer who went and 
assisted to where the stranded ve-
hicle was and ended up giving the 
individual and their child a ride to 
the Wheatland County where they 
had a friend picking them up.

June 19 – An individual contacted 
to report that they had struck 
a deer with no damage to the 
vehicle, but the deer was injured 
laying on the side of Hwy 191. 
Dispatch advised an officer who 
went and disposed of the animal.

June 19 – Dispatch received a call 
reporting two black cows that 
were out on the frontage road on 
Bridger Creek. Dispatch contacted 
the possible owner who was go-
ing to go and see if it was one of 
theirs.

June 19 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report two black 
cows that were on his property 
eating their hay on Howie Road. 
Dispatch advised an officer and 
contacted the possible owners 
who went and couldn’t find the 
cows.

June 19 – Dispatch received two 
accidental 911 call.

June 19 – An officer performed 
a traffic stop on I-90 near mile 
marker 367. The driver of the 
vehicle was issued a warning for 
speeding.

June 19 - Dispatch was notified 
of two small children riding their 
bikes on First St. who were riding 
across the driving line and cars 
had honked been honking at 
them. Dispatch advised an officer, 
but they could not locate the 
youths.

June 19 – A 911 call came into 
dispatch reporting a tire in the 
westbound driving lane of I-90 
near mile marker 370. Dispatch 
notified an officer who went and 
assisted the drivers.

June 19 – Dispatch received a 
call from a roadside assistance 
agent wanting to have a welfare 
check done on a member who was 
waiting for roadside assistance, 
and it was part of their policy to 
have someone go and check on 
the member. Dispatch advised an 
officer who went and checked on 
the individual.

June 19 – An individual contacted 
dispatch reporting a possible 
drunk driver. The caller stated 
that the vehicle stopped in the 
road, and they had to swerve 
to avoid hitting them. Dispatch 
advised an officer, but they were 
unable to locate the vehicle.

June 19 – Dispatch received a call 
from an individual requesting as-
sistance in locating their child on 
Bramble St. that had not returned 
home yet. Dispatch advised and 
officer who went to look, but 
the parents called back to notify 
dispatch that the child had been 
found.

June 19 – An officer performed 
a traffic stop on Second and Big 
Timber Loop Road. The driver of 
the vehicle was issued a warning 
for speeding.

June 19 – An officer performed a 
traffic stop on Big Timber Loop 
Road. The driver of the vehicle 
was issued a warning for failure to 
stop at a stop sign.

June 19 – An officer performed 
a traffic stop on I-90 near mile 
marker 372. The driver of the 

vehicle was issued a warning for 
speeding.

June 19 – An officer performed 
a traffic stop on Sixth and Hart 
St. The driver of the vehicle was 
taken into custody and transport-
ed to GCDS.

Accident
June 17 – Dispatch received a call 
from an individual requesting 
a deputy for an accident in the 
Springdale area involving a vehicle 
with unknown injuries. Dispatch 
advised an officer who went to the 
accident.

June 17 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report that they had 
just struck a deer on I-90 with no 
injuries and minor damage to the 
vehicle, they just needed a report 
for insurance. Dispatch advised 
MHP and officers of the call.

June 18 – A 911 call came into 
dispatch reporting a motorcycle 
crash on I-90. The caller stated 
that the individual was wearing 
a helmet, was probably traveling 
at 75 mph and sitting in the ditch 
currently. Dispatch paged officers, 
SGCAS and Big Timber Volunteer 
Fire Department who all respond-
ed to the call and went to crash.

June 19 – Dispatch received a call 
from an individual reporting that 
they had struck a deer on I-90 
and were no sure if it was off the 
roadway as they had exited and 
were now parked in a local busi-
ness parking lot. Dispatch advised 
an officer who could not find the 
carcass.

Ambulance
June 14 – A patient transport was 
requested from PMC to Billings. 
The patient ended up being trans-
ported by helicopter.

June 16 – Sweet Grass County 
Ambulance Service radioed 
dispatch that they were enroute 
to Hart St. for a hospice transfer 
to PMC.

June 18 – PMC contacted dispatch 
requesting a patient transfer to 
Bozeman. Dispatch paged SGCAS 
who transported the individual to 
Bozeman.

June 19 – An individual contacted 
dispatch to report that they were 
experiencing a possible anxiety 
attack and were needing medi-
cal assistance on East First Ave. 
Dispatch paged SGCAS who went 
to the home and transported the 
individual to PMC for further 
treatment.

Fire
June 17 – Dispatch received 
multiple 911 calls reporting tiny 
fires along the westbound lane 
of I-90 near mile marker 392. 
Dispatch paged BTVFD and the 
Department of Transportation 
who responded to the calls and 
extinguished the small fires.

Search and Rescue
June 15 – Stillwater County con-
tacted dispatch requesting mutual 
aid for a river search. Dispatch 
advised officers and paged search 
and rescue who went and assisted 
with the search.

Justice
An out of Jurisdiction Warrant 
was issued on Jonas Bitseff on 
June 14 by Judge David Carter-
Yellowstone County.

Kasey Lynn Kuki forfeited a $70 
bond on June 14 for a May 24 
Speeding on Interstate-Exceed 
Day Limit of 80 mph.

Douglas Michael Bare charges 
from June 5 for Driving Under 
the Influence of Alcohol-Fourth 
or Subsequent Offense, Driving a 
Motor Vehicle while Privilege to 
do so is Suspended or Revoked 
and Unlawful Possession of Open 
Alcoholic Beverage Container in 
Motor Vehicle on Highway were 
dismissed without prejudice and 
filed in district court on June 14.
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On the record
A summary of the week’s activities of law enforcement and judicial authorities in Sweet Grass County

You can help sponsor news of services and events at our churches.  
Call us at (406) 932-5298 to find out how.

Have a favorite Scripture you want to feature? Email it to:  ads@bigtimberpioneer.net

TOLL FREE
(877) 568-2405

Big Timber
(406)  932-5311
Harlowton
(406)  632-4373Sweet Grass ChurchesSweet Grass Churches

Thursday - ThursdayThursday - Thursday

“ Tr u s t  i n  t h e  L o r d  w i t h  a l l  y o u r  h e a r t  a n d  l e a n  n o t  o n  y o u r  o w n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ; 
i n  a l l  y o u r  w a y s  s u b m i t  t o  H i m ,  a n d  H e  w i l l  m a k e  y o u r  p a t h s  s t r a i g h t . ” 

P R O V E R B S  3 : 5 - 6

EMMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(LCMS)

601 E. Fourth Ave., (406) 589-8948 
Rev. Daniel Merz, Pastor

 
Sunday - 8:00 a.m. Divine Service

 9:00 a.m. Bible Study
Visit emmauslutheranmt.org

BOULDER VALLEY
BAPTIST CHURCH (SBC)

Fifth and Busha, (406) 932-4950
David Jiles, Pastor

 
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship Service

Bouldervalleybaptist.com

BIG TIMBER LUTHERAN CHURCH
Fourth and Hooper 

(406) 932-5723 or (406) 932-5358
Pastor Julia Seymour

Sunday - 9:00 a.m.  Worship via Facebook 
Live and in the Sanctuary 

Check our Facebook for live streamed 
worship and video options for the 

coming week.
https://www.facebook.com/

BigTimberLutheranChurch

AA Meetings - Mon, Tue, Thur, 
Fri, & Sat, at 8:00 p.m.

MELVILLE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
413 Melville Rd.

Pastor Julie Gellert
    Sunday - 11 a.m. Worship

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
38 McLeod St.

P.O. Box 97
Trevor Martin, Pastor

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m., 4 p.m. Services

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.  Service

BIG TIMBER  
EVANGELICAL CHURCH

Third and Bramble
(406) 932-5637 

 Bryan Baker, Lead Pastor
Kyle Zigweid, Associate Pastor

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship Service 
followed by Fellowship

10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday 
School & Children’s Church

Al-Anon Meetings Fri, at Noon

CHURCH OF GOD
216 E. Second Ave., (406) 932-5141 

Pastor Billy Durstine
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Morning Worship

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Fourth and Anderson,  

(406) 932-5736 

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m. 
Worship w/Pastor Ken Crouch 

Tuesday - 7 a.m. Women’s Study and 
Support Group at Bonnie Conners’s

Homeland Circle - ON HOLD.
Senior Pantry - Second Tuesdays

@ 1:00-2:30 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

1110 E. Second Ave., (406) 855-4168 
Tracy Haag, Branch President

Sunday - Meetings Start 10 a.m.

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 
209 E. Fourth Ave. 
Associate Rob Liss

(406) 381-7514

Saturday - 9:30 a.m. Sabbath School
10:45 a.m. Worship Service

Tuesday - 1:00 p.m. Women’s Bible 
Study

Thursdays - Starting January 10, 2021
Celebration Recovery, 6-7 p.m.

Various 12 step programs, call for info.

ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Across from Sheepherder’s Square

Celebrating 125+ years of 
Worship and Witness

1895-2021
Please join us for Sunday Worship

10:30 a.m.
Fellowship follows in Dallman Hall

Rev. Bryan Beveridge, Vicar
406-931-0349

Learning Opportunities & Study Groups

REED POINT  
EVANGELICAL CHURCH

1st Ave. South & South Park St. 
Loren Eder, Pastor 

(406) 326-2263

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
9:15 Sunday School

Wednesday - 3:30-5:00 p.m. Kids 
Night Out (1st-6th grade)

6:30-8:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00-8:30 p.m. HS Youth Group

1st Monday of the Month
6:30-8:00 p.m. Men & Women 

Group’s Meet

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
Ninth and McLeod, (406) 932-4728

Fr. Leo McDowell and 
Fr. Garrett Nelson

Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Mass
Weekly Mass - 5:15 p.m. Wednesday

8:15 a.m. Thursday and Friday
 

Have a favorite bible 

verse? Email it to  

ads@bigtimberpioneer.net 

and we’ll feature it in the 

Churches Calendar.

www.bigtimberpioneer.net
www.bouldervalleybaptist.com
https://www.facebook.com
www.adsebigtimberpioneer.net
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Joe Todisco  • 209 McLeod St.•  Big Timber
(406) 932-4499     jtodisco@voyafa.com

Sponsored By:

	 cottonwoodrc@gmail.com

COTTONWO OD

RES OURCE  COUNCIL

Would you like your business or 
organization represented here?   

Call to reserve this space.   
(406) 932-5298

EVENTS
AA Meetings: 8 p.m., 
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., Sat., 
Big Timber Lutheran Church
NA Group: 8 p.m., every Thurs. & 
Sat., Big Timber Lutheran Church 
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun., 7 p.m. at 
Reed Point Evangelical Church
And 12 p.m. Fridays at Big Timber 
Evangelical Church
American Legion Post #19: 
First Wed.
Big Timber City Council: 
First and Third Mon.
Big Timber Fire Dept. Meeting: 
Second Wed.
Big Timber Fire Dept. Drill:  
Fourth Wed.
Big Timber Lions Club:  
Second & Fourth Tues. of the month
Big Timber Rifle and Pistol Club: 
First Wed.
Big Timber Grade School:
Second Wed., 7:00 p.m. BTGS Library
Big Timber Woman’s Club: 
First Mon.
Chamber of Commerce:  
Second Wed., noon, The Grand
Conservation District Meeting:  
Second Mon., 5 p.m., USDA bldg. 
Cottonwood Resource Council: 
First Thurs., 5 p.m., Library 
Doric Masonic Lodge:
First and Third Tues., 7:30 p.m.
Fair Board Meeting:

First Thurs., 7 p.m., Extension Office
Golf Course Board:
Second Mon                              
Grief Support Group:
Second Wed., noon, Lutheran 
Church 
Hearts & Hands Hospice Board: 
Second Tues.                           
Hoe & Hope Garden Club: 
Fourth Mon., except Jan. and Aug. Men’s 
Breakfast & Grief Support: 
Second Wed., 8:30 a.m. 
Overeaters Anonymous:
Sat., 10 a.m., debhsteps@yahoo.com
Pioneer Medical Center Board: 
First Thurs., 5 p.m.
Sheriff’s Reserve Officers:  
Second Thurs.
Sweet Grass County Ambulance: 
Second and Fourth Mon., 5:30 p.m. 
Sweet Grass Chamber: 
Last Tuesday, 5:30- 7:00 p.m. Mar-May 
Workforce Workshops, 932-5131
Sweet Grass County Farm Bureau: 
First Monday, Melville & Big Timber,
more info: 537-4481 
Sweet Grass County Patriots: 
Second Sun.
Sweet Grass Right To Life:
Third Thurs., Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 
July & Sept. 932-4599 for more info.
Sweet Grass County Search and 
Rescue: 
Third Sunday

Big Timber 
& 

Sweet Grass County 

MEETINGS

Community
Calendar

June 25 & 26 - Big Timber Rodeo~ SG Fairgrounds.
June 25 - Sweet Grass Hikers~   We meet at 8:00 a.m. 
alongside the Grand to carpool. This week will be at Sioux 
Charlie Lake near Nye.
June 30- Sept 8 - Big Timber Weekly Rodeo~ SG Fair-
grounds. (No July 28)
June 26 - Sweet Grass Fest & Car Show- Downtown, Big Timber.
July 9 - Sweet Grass Hikers~   We meet at 8:00 a.m. 
alongside the Grand to carpool. This week will be at West 
Boulder near West Boulder Meadows.
July 9-11 - Yellowstone Boat Float. 
July 11 - Shakespeare in the Park~  A Midsummer night’s 
Dream, 6:30 p.m. Lion’s Club Park.
July 16 - FARMERS MARKET BEGINS!
July 16 - September 10 - Farmers Market, every Friday 
evening from 4:30-7:30.
July 23 - Sweet Grass Hikers~   We meet at 8:00 a.m. 
alongside the Grand to carpool. This week will be at Sweet 
Grass Creek near Boulder Road.
August 18 -Vitalant Blood Drive~ American Legion 
Basement, 12:30-6:00 p.m. Call Judy Riter at 932-4785 for 
appointment.
September 5 - Reed Point~ SHEEP DRIVE.
November 6 - Big Timber Woman’s Club~  Christmas 
Bazaar, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Civic Center (3rd & Hooper) and  at the American Legion 
(3rd & Anderson)

“At what point then is the approach of 
danger to be expected? I answer, if ever 
it reaches us, it must spring up amongst 
us. It cannot come from abroad. If de-
struction be our lot, we must ourselves 

be its author and finisher. As a nation of 
freemen, we must live through all time, 

or die by suicide.”

S G C C I ,  S W E E T G R A S S R O O T S . O R G

—Abraham Lincoln

All Washed Up, LLC
(406) 222-1125 • allwashedupllc.shipley@gmail.com

commercial & residential window cleaning

Per city code 7-3-7, vegetation over 8” in height 
must be removed from all properties by July 1st 
of each year, to mitigate fire hazards.  After June 

30th, the city will cut non-conforming properties at 
$100.00 Per hour.  Resulting charges will either be 
billed to property owners, or added to the tax bill 

for that property.  
— Big Timber City Council

Notice

Dusting off the old ones
Each week, a Pioneer reporter digs through old issues of The Pioneer to find interesting stories to illuminate Sweet Grass County’s past. Here are this week’s findings.

YELLOWSTONE PARK OPENS WITH DR. HILL AS SPEAKER 
More Than Two Thousand Listen to Address.

98 years ago - 1923

Livingston Enterprise: Under 
the canopy of a clear sky and 
wi th  an  assemblage  of  more 
than 2,000 persons congregat-
ed  to  hear  John Wesley  Hi l l , 
DD. ,  LL .  D . ,  personal  repre -
sentative of President Warren 
G. Harding and Dr. Work, sec-
retary of the interior, the ora-
t o r  o f  t h e  d a y,  Ye l l o w s t o n e 
Nat iona l  park  was  off ic ia l ly 
o p e n e d  a t  1 1 : 5 5  We d n e s d a y 
morning. With the city of Gar-
d i n e r  d r e s s e d  i n  h o l i d a y - 
a t t i r e ,  e v e r t y  s t o r e  f r o n t 
trimmed for the occasion, with 
the town closed so far as the 
t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  b u s i n e s s  w a s 
concerned, people from within 
the park augmented the repre-
s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t r y -

side,  and to  this  number was 
added  the  great  tra in load  of 
people carried by the Northern 
P a c i f i c ,  w h o  c a r r i e d  i n  t h e 
heaviest first day traffic ever 
ushered through the gates of 
t h e  n a t i o n a l  p l a y g r o u n d .  A 
stand conveniently situated to 
the speakers’ platform for the 
l o c a t i o n  o f  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e 
o p e r a t o r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e 
Pathc,  World and Internation-
al’ News reels, that will carry 
t o  t h e  p c o p l e o f  t h e  n a t i o n 
“ c l o s e -  u p s ”  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t 
e v e n t  a t  t h e  G a r d i n e r  a r c h 
since the unveiling and dedica-
t ion  ceremonies  over  which ’ 
Px’esident Theodore Roosevelt 
presided.

An escort  of  rangers of  the 
park service  met  the  private 
car carrying Dr.  Hil l  and his 

party and escorted them to the 
speakers’  stand.  A big yellow 
car, the use of which was pro-
vided by Mr.  Will iam Nichols 
of the Yellowstone Park Hotel 
c o m p a n y,  c a r r i e d  t h e  h o n o r 
guest and his party to the plat-
form where  as  they  a l ighted 
the  c l ick ,  c l ick ,  c l ick  of  the 
m o v i e  c a m e r a  p h o t o g r a p h e d 
the  act iv i t ies  of  the  opening 
exercises.

Dr.  Hi l l  was  introduced by 
Horace M.  Albright ,  superin-
tendent of the park, presenting 
a masterful address appropri-
ate to the occasion. The audi-
e n c e ,  s a i d  t o  b e  t h e  l a r g e s t 
since the ceremonies by Presi-
dent Roosevelt, were seated in 
cars,  and with standing room 
a t  a  p r e m i u m  o n  t h e  l e v e l 
r o a d w a y  t h a t  f o r m s  t h e 

a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  a r c h ,  m a n y 
found it necessary to climb to 
the  wal ls  near  the  entrance , 
where they listened for nearly 
an hour to  a  speech that  was 
r i c h  i n  i t s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e 
beaut ies  of  the  pa i ’k ,  wi th  a 
fervent appeal for the preser-
vation of the natural resources 
w i t h i n  t h e  p a r k  a s  y e t 
u n t o u c h e d  b y  a  c o m m e r c i a l 
hand.

Seated on the speakers’ plat-
form were: Dr. and Mrs. Hill , 
Mr. and Mrs. E. T. Benson, St. 
Paul; Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Smith 
and Judge John W. Mcl- drum, 
United Slates commissioner of 
Yellowstone park.

The first car to enter was a 
F o r d  f r o m  G r a f f t o n ,  M i n n . , 
occupied  by  Arthur  W.  P ier-
son,  Milton Pierson and Axel 

B u c l d a n d ,  a n  a u t o m o b i l e 
camping party cn route to the 
coast. The second car to enter 
was’*” a Dodge from Salt Lake 
City,  Utah,  occupied by Abel 
P a u l s e n  a n d  W.  P.  M o n s o n , 
business men of that city, who 
c a m e  v i a  B u t t e  t o  s e e  t h e 
park.

The pre-season travel to the 
park has been the greatest in 
its history. During the period 
f r o m  J u n e  1  t o  1 9  i n c l u s i v e 
757  cars  carrying  2 ,719  pas-
s e n g e r s  e n t e r e d  t h e  p a r k , 
compared with 577 cars carry-
i n g  1 , 7 6 4  p a s s e n g e r s  d u r i n g 
the same period last year. The 
to ta l  pre -  season  trave l  th is 
year consists of 3,794 persons 
compared with  3 ,203  persons 
last year.

 From 1966
Gov. Tim Babcock will 

present a new travel pro-
motion film produced by 
the Montana Chamber of 
Commerce to citizens of 
Montana at a premiere 
showing in Helena Friday, 
June 24, it was announced 
today by Chamber Presi-
dent Donald G. Ulrioh of 
Butte.

 The premiere will be 
staged at  the  Big Sky 
R o o m  a t  t h e  H o l i d a y 
Motel at 3 p. m. Ulrich 
said, andhe voiced a wel-
come to  al l  interested 
Montanans to attend. “ 
Montana — Big Fish, Big 
Sky Country” is the sec-
ond fi lm produced and 
photographed by William 
H. “Bill” Browning, travel 
promotion manager of the 
State Chamber. It is nar-

rated by Ken Niles of Hol-
lywood, former national 
n e t w o r k  a n n o u n c e r 
G e o r g e  A r m s t r o n g  o f 
Great Falls was technical 
assistant.  Niles will  be 
present in person and will 
speak. 

Browning calls it “Mon-
tana’s only promotional 
fishing film.” It will be 
available for organization-
al and TV showing in Mon-
tana and throughout the 
U. S. 

A  previous  f i lm has 
been seen by an estimated 
audience total ing over 
4,000,000. 

Besides portrayal of all 
types of fishing, an added 
feature is a section on 
general travel highlights 
and attractions of the Big 
Sky Country.

TRAVEL PROMOTION 
FILM TO BE SHOWN

your opinion

matters!

Let your voice be heard:
We always welcome 

Letters to the Editor at 
editor@bigtimberpioneer.net

www.bigtimberpioneer.net
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The public is invited 
to join the class of 

‘70 & ‘71 — ‘50 &‘51st 
class reunions for 

visiting.
June 27th, starting at 12 noon 

at the Dugout.

Three vie for Big Timber mayoral seat
Sweet Grass County resi-

dents will be taking to the 
polls this September 14 to 
elect a new mayor into 
office. This year voters will 
have three candidates that 
they will have to choose from 
Greg DeBoer, Lucas Lee and 
Lee Andreas. 

Greg DeBoer
Greg DeBoer is 59, mar-

ried with three kids and is 
the owner of Crazy Mountain 

Chiroprac-
tic here in 
Big Timber. 
DeBoer has 
been a resi-
d e n t  o f 
Sweet Grass 
County for 
the past five 
y e a r s  b u t 
has had his 
b u s i n e s s 

located here and commuted 
to Big Timber for nine years 
before moving here. DeBoer 
has been a chiropractor for 
the past 35 years.

Why do you want to be 
mayor?

I have been on the cham-
ber board for many years. 
My goal is to try to get the 
city, county and chamber all 
rowing in the same direction. 
There is a disconnect in 
these entities and it would be 
nice to have them all working 
in the same direction.

What sets you apart from 
other candidates?

I have been self-employed 
for the past 35 years, so I 
understand when things need 
doing that you need to get 
them done. I feel I know the 
community and people in 
general. I am always accessi-
ble and willing to listen and 
work with people on whatev-
er issues may come up.

What do think should or 
could be done about Big Tim-
ber’s housing issues?

I feel we need to broaden 
our scope on this issue. 
There is grant money that is 
available that we could apply 
for that could help, or the 
county could look into part-
nering with different busi-
nesses or individuals who 
may want to invest their 
money here in Sweet Grass. 
We could discuss developing 
property on the west end of 
town that could have differ-
ent types of housing that 
would cover the spectrum on 
income brackets for individ-
uals.  We need to work with 
the county on this matter 
because unfortunately, the 
problem is not going to go 
away. Almost all small towns 
in Montana, especially along 
the I-90 corridor are experi-
encing this problem with 
housing. The goal would be to 
have the city and the county 
working together to address 
this growing issue.

What would be your imme-
diate priorities if elected as 
mayor?

I think immediate priori-
ties would be the mainte-
nance of the roads, water, 
sewage and the water treat-
ment plant to be maintained. 
The goal would be to keep 
things running efficiently 
and effectively.

What should the city be 

focused on for the next four 
years? 

I want to put the pride 
back in civic and keep parti-
san politics out of gover-
nance. We need to stop talk-
ing about things and instead 
if it is a good idea let’s just 
move forward and make the 
decision to do it. We need to 
work on town beautification 
projects, bringing in more 
small businesses and proper-
ly repairing and maintaining 
the roads so that we are not 
having to repair them as 
often. The basic infrastruc-
ture of Big Timber needs to 
be maintained properly and 
in a timely fashion.

Do you have any plans for 
campaigning?

I plan on being at the 
Sweet Grass Festival this 
upcoming weekend as well as 
I am always at the chamber 
meetings if anyone would 
like to come and talk to me.

Lee Andreas
Lee Andreas is a fairly new 

resident of Big Timber, hav-
ing moved here two and a 
half years ago after living in 
Gallatin Valley for 40 years. 
He is not currently married 
but he is raising and has full 
custody of his 12-year-old 
g r a n d s o n .  H e  i s  s e l f -
employed and owns a con-
struction business that is in 
Bozeman, but that he one day 
hopes to move to Sweet 
Grass County.

W h y  d o 
you want to 
be mayor?

I  t h i n k 
that with my 
previous 30 
y e a r s  o f 
experience 
being self-
e m p l o y e d 
and having 

employees that work for me I 
can help the city of Big Tim-
ber progress into the future.

What sets you apart from 
other candidates?

I think that I am both per-
sonable and understanding 
when it comes to dealing 
with people. I have been on 
the planning board in West 
Yellowstone and on the city 
council in Keri, ID for 10 
years which gives me experi-
ence with working on differ-
ent councils.

What do think should or 
could be done about Big Tim-
ber’s housing issues?

I think Montana in general 
has seen huge population 
growth. The city needs to 
focus on affordable housing 
while trying to keep the local 
residents in mind. The town 
could look into what could be 
done about some of the exist-
ing buildings in town that are 
abandoned, like the Madhat-
ter. I have considered pur-
chasing and restoring this 
building and have met with 
the current owners to discuss 
it. I thought that the upstairs 
could be renovated into two 
separate apartments and 
then in the main bar could be 
turned into a café.

What would be your imme-
diate priorities if elected as 
mayor?

I think the first thing I 
would do is to go around to 
the local business and intro-
duce myself. Next, I would 
want to go to all the different 

city agencies and speak with 
them to find out what they 
need and what needs improv-
ing. We could research dif-
ferent grants that are avail-
able to help bring in small 
businesses for more jobs. I 
do not want to change Big 
Timber, but we do need to 
keep up with the times.

What should the city be 
focused on for the next four 
years?

We need to focus on Main 
St. and bring business into 
town,  more  housing  to 
accommodate the growing 
population and whatever oth-
er issues that currently need 
to be addressed. The roads 
and sidewalks in town need 
improvement and this falls 
under the city to try to find 
out what can be done. It 
should not take as long as it 
does for some of the road or 
sidewalk improvements, so 
this is where we question 
whether we need a wage 
increase or more manpower 
to help.

Do you have any plans for 
campaigning?

I plan on putting signs up 
in yards and going door to 
door to talk to individuals 
and get a feel for what they 
think are the biggest issues 
or concerns with the city. I 

will be at various events like 
Sweet Grass Fest so that peo-
ple can come and talk with 
me.

Lucas Lee
Lucas Lee is  a single 

32-year-old who works from 
home doing laser engraving 
on metal and wood. He was 
born in  Livingston and 
moved to Big Timber two 
years. Lucas’s parents have 

been resi -
dents of Big 
T i m b e r 
since 2014.

W h y  d o 
you want to 
be mayor?

I  k e e p 
hearing peo-
ple around 
town com-

plaining about politics and I 
thought I should run for may-
or and see if I could help. Big 
Timber needs to grow but 
keep the core values of a 
small town and old America.

What sets you apart from 
other candidates?

Besides probably being the 
youngest, I think I have a 
good head on my shoulders. I 
have lived in a handful of 
other states and cities and 
have seen what works and 

what does not. I might be 
young, but I have Big Tim-
ber’s best interests at heart. I 
am ready to get busy and 
address the needs of the citi-
zens and businesses of my 
community. I am very pro-
constitution and the second 
amendment.

What do think should or 
could be done about Big Tim-
ber’s housing issues?

That is a very loaded 
tricky question. I think that 
there would have to be spac-
ing and investors involved 
without it turning into a rent 
spike-like what is happening 
in Bozeman. The city would 
need to annex more property 
from the county, as well as 
be able to afford to put in all 
the utilities that go along 
with new housing. The city 
could look at different gov-
ernment grants or any grants 
that are available for cities. 
With the cost of building 
materials spiking, those 
things will need to be taken 
into factor.

What would be your imme-
diate priorities if elected as 
mayor?

I think finding a viable 
solution for housing and 
infrastructure would be my 
priorities. There are basic 
repairs that need to be 

addressed and fixed instead 
of just complaining about it.

What should the city be 
focused on for the next four 
years?

I think that the city needs 
to focus on roads and the life 
span of the materials that are 
being used so that we are not 
having to replace things as 
often. I think that we need to 
try to get the Amtrak Train 
to come to Big Timber. It is 
an affordable mode of trans-
portation and the number of 
people that it will bring to 
the community will boost the 
economy. I want to work 
closely with the local busi-
nesses and community mem-
bers to make sure I am hear-
ing all their voices and meet-
ing their needs.

Do you have any plans for 
campaigning?

I plan on talking to people 
individually and you can 
always call my cell phone at 
406-930-7044 anytime that 
you may have any questions 
for me. I will be setting up 
signs, going to different com-
munity events and trying to 
set up times that I can go and 
talk to businesses. I want 
people to know that a vote 
for Lucas Lee is a vote for 
you and me.

LUCAS LEE

GREG DeBOER

LEE ANDREAS

Pioneer Photo by Justin Post
Big Timber City Hall will soon have a new mayor at the helm.  The election will be held on September 14 and will see three new 
faces vying for the title. 

By Chelsa Nickell 
Pioneer Reporter

www.bigtimberpioneer.net
https://banking.mt.gov/mlo
www.blakenursery.com
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Classifieds
Have your garage sale, rentals, items for sale, job listings and other classfieds also featured on the Big Timber Pioneer 

website, www.bigtimberpioneer.net, for a $4 flat rate

Call: (406) 932-5298 • email: Ads@bigtimberpioneer.net •stop in: 105 W. Second Ave. •#newswithoutpaper

Business Professional Directory

* Residential  * Commercial * Sheet Metal
* Heating  * Cooling  * Refrigeration

Ben Selensky
NATE CERT #7917631

(406) 932-5760
MT BOILER ENGINEER#004072

Blue Bird Roofing

EMAIL: bluebirdroofing@hotmail.com

Jason Palm
OWNER

(406) 209-3493

(406) 932-6077

Serving Big Timber and 
surrounding communities

Free estimates!

SWEET GRASS TITLE COMPANY
“Only Locally Owned and Operated Title Company”

Complete Title and Closing Services
Mineral Reports
Abstracts

Serving Our Community Since 1917
118 W. First Ave. • P.O. Box 1067

Big Timber, MT  59011
(406) 932-4888

LAVERELL’S SEPTIC 
We do the “Poo”

CALL: (406) 932-4047

CALL/TEXT: (406) 930-1725

EMAIL: frank.laverell@gmail.com

Pumping your tank every 3-5 years is good maintenance.
 

In business since 1993

•Home฀฀
•Auto฀฀
•Ranch฀฀
•Business

100 McLeod Street 
Big Timber, MT 59011 
(406) 932-4014

Having฀the฀right฀coverage฀is฀฀

key to฀your฀peace฀of฀mind.฀

BILLINGS 
MONUMENT CO.

Proudly serving the Billings area with all your 
cemetery and memorial needs since 1896.

(406) 245-3391

1-800-498-3319

3823 Montana Ave.

Billings, MT 59101

Becky Tod isco

(406) 932-4499      (406) 930-1880l

Health, Medicare and Life Insurance

becky@voyafa.com

RON
RUE

406.930.1136
P.O. BOX 863 • BIG TIMBER

Appliance Service
Technician

G FRIENDLY
G HONEST
G FAIR

Aaron Whipperman
406.932.6057

775.315.9505 cell
BIG TIMBER, MT

Servicing all small engine needs, residential & commercial.

(406) 252-2068
3823 Montana Ave., Billings, MT

geeringco.com

GEERING CO.
Hearth & Home

“Your source for warmth.”

Save money with an  
upgrade to more 

efficient, cleaner heating.
Ask us how.

Serving all of your heating needs since 1975.

Now Open Thur-Fri-Sat
Weather & Health Permitting or 

By Appt. 406 537-2333 or 
907-419-8801 See us online at 

SeniorEstateSale.com

Located on Front & Hart Street 
4 Suites of Excellent Inventory by 20 
Local Vendors & Consignment Items

ESTATE SALE Antiques & Uniques NEW SPRING HOURS:
Wed thru Fri 10-4 & Sat 9-3

Unique Designer 
Mother’s Day Baskets

Consignments & Vendors Wanted!
Free Antique, Book, 
& Doll Appraisals!

907-491-8801 Text Messages 
406-537-2333 Leave Message.

Yellowstone

Fence

IMPROVING OUR
LANDSCAPES— 

ONE POST AT A TIME

John Stosich • Owner
406.925.9343

E-mail: jstosich72@gmail.com

ESTATE SALE
LIVING ESTATE SALE 400 West 
Fourth Ave. Friday & Saturday, 
June 25&26th. Guns, cowboy gear, 
fishing tackle, antiques, hand saw 
collection, vise, tools and much 
more. Cash sale only.  
37p

GARAGE SALE
HAVING A GARAGE SALE? Let 
the town know with a classified ad 
at 40 cents per word. Make sure 
you get a good turnout. Call us at 
406-932-5298. 25ufn

FOR RENT 
B & J STORAGE, two locations. 
Call 406-932-1101. 45ufn

TRYING TO FIND THE PER-

FECT RENTER? Advertise your 
rental property in the Big Timber 
Pioneer. Call 406-932-5298 or 
email ads@bigtimberpioneer.net.  
4f 

NOTICES
BIG TIMBER COMMUNITY 

FOOD BANK — Open noon - 4 
p.m., all non-holiday Mondays 
and only on the first and last Fri-
day. All non-perishable food items 
can be dropped off at churches, 
the Carnegie Library, County 
Annex and at the Big Timber 
Pioneer. We need Canned Chili, 
Canned Stew, Canned Pineapple 
and Evaporated Milk. We will now 
allow indoor shopping, limiting 
numbers within the store. All who 
shop in the store must have their 
mouth and nose covered. Thank 
you, Food Bank Volunteers. 

10ufn

TUSCANO MACHINE IS HIR-

ING a part-time (20 - 30 hours/
week) Machine Shop Mainte-
nance/Custodian to help with 
shop cleaning, upkeep, and orga-
nization. Email julie@tuscanoma-
chine.com or call 406.823.0174 for 
more information. 
37-39c

MASON’S HELPER NEEDED 
for work in Big Timber and East 
Bozeman. $15 per hour to start, 
apprenticeship available. 406-930-
3421, 406-932-6566 
37-38p

DISTRIBUTION/BINDERY 

POSITION — Immediate opening 
for full or part-time bindery and 
distribution person at The Liv-
ingston Enterprise. We will train 
on operating bindery equipment, 
daytime shift. Some driving of 

company delivery vehicles – valid 
driver’s license required. Full-time 
position eligible for full com-
pany benefits, including health 
insurance, paid vacation etc. 
Salary negotiable, depending on 
experience. Interested contact Jim 
Janikula, The Livingston Enter-
prise, 401 South Main, to submit 
an application. 
44ufn

 LEGAL
MONTANA SIXTH JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT COURT, SWEET 

GRASS COUNTY IN THE MAT-

TER OF THE ESTATE OF RON-

ALD M. TERENZIO, Deceased. 
Probate No. DP-21-11 NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS NOTICE 

IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed 
as personal representative of the 
above-named estate.  All persons 

having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present 
their claims within four months 
after the date of the first publica-
tion of this notice or said claims 
will be forever barred. Claims 
must be either mailed to Elaine 
Allestad, the Personal Representa-
tive, return receipt requested, c/o 
Jim Lippert Attorney at Law, P.C., 
P.O. Box 1636, Big Timber, MT  
59011, or filed with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court. Dated 
this 18th day of June, 2021. Elaine 
Allestad, Sweet Grass County 
Public Administrator, P.O. Box 
1636, Big Timber, MT 59011. 
Publish: June 24, and July 1 and 
8, 2021 
MNAXLP

MONTANA SIXTH JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT COURT, SWEET 

GRASS COUNTY IN THE MAT-

TER OF THE ESTATE OF BAR-

BARA O. TERENZIO, Deceased. 

Probate No. DP-21-12 NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS NOTICE 

IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed 
as personal representative of the 
above-named estate.  All persons 
having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present 
their claims within four months 
after the date of the first publica-
tion of this notice or said claims 
will be forever barred. Claims 
must be either mailed to Elaine 
Allestad, the Personal Represen-
tative, return receipt requested, 
c/o Jim Lippert Attorney at Law, 
P.C., P.O. Box 1636, Big Timber, 
MT  59011, or filed with the Clerk 
of the above-named Court.Dated 
this 18th day of June, 2021. Elaine 
Allestad, Sweet Grass County 
Public Administrator, P.O. Box 
1636, Big Timber, MT 59011.  
Publish: June 24, and July 1 and 8, 
2021   
MNAXLP

www.bigtimberpioneer.net
www.bigtimberpioneer.net
www.geeringco.com
www.ruthiejohnsonrealestate.com
www.seniorestatesale.com
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Statewide Classified Advertising

LOCAL 7-DAY FORECAST*

Source: The Weather Channel    *Forecast as of Wednesday A.M. - subject to change.
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Sunny
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Sunset: 9:14 p.m.
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Sunset: 9:14 p.m.
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Cloudy

Sunset: 9:14 p.m.
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Clear

Sunset: 9:14 p.m.

Mostly
Clear

Sunset: 9:14 p.m.

Mostly
Clear

Sunset: 9:13 p.m.

Mostly
Clear

6/25 6/26

Big Timber Village
Apartments
Now accepting  
applications.  

 
Rental rates based on 30% 

of income for 62+
or disabled,

regardless of age.

Call: (406) 932-6253
TDD 1-800-545-1833, Ext. 291

This institution is an equal  
opportunity provider

1 - Bdrm, 1- Bath 
Coin op. laundry on site

City services paid 
Off-street parking

Treating: Depression,  
Anxiety, Post Traumatic 
Stress, Weight Issues and 

Sleep Problems
Adults, Couples and Adolescents

Most insurances accepted.

(406) 932-6025

HOLLY HATCH LCSW
PSYCHOTHERAPIST AND 

CERTIFIED KRIPALU 
YOGA INSTRUCTOR

Selling something?
email ads@bigtimberpioneer.net

NOTICE
O U T D O O R  A N T I Q U E 
MARKET. Over an acre of 
antiques and collectibles 
from many vendors.  Sun-
d a y,  J u l y  1 1 ,  9 - 5  a t 
Virgelle,  Montana 1-800-
426-2926 or www.Virgelle-
Montana.com

Get your message out to 
a wider audience. Reach 
187,146 homes and nearly 
431,000 readers with a 

statewide classified ad in 
70 Montana newspapers, 
from Wolf Point to 
Whitefish, Miles City to 
Missoula, for $149 for your 
25 word ad. At this price, 
the cost amounts to $2.23 
per newspaper. Additional 
words are just $4.30 each. 
Contact us at The Big 
Timber Pioneer, (406) 932-
5298, to see how an ad 
can work for you.

PIONEER
THE BIG TIMBER

They won’t 

go unless

they know.

Yard sale season 

is here!

Get the word out to 
our readers with an 

eye-catching ad!

Call (406) 932-5298 to 

get started today! 

your opinion

matters!

Let your voice be heard:
We always welcome 

Letters to the Editor at 
editor@bigtimberpioneer.net

 
 

ATTENTION TAXPAYERS 
 

The first half payment of  
2018 Real Estate Taxes 

is due November 30, 2018  
 

Payments must be received or post marked by  
November 30, 2018 to avoid accruing penalty and interest. 

 
Questions?  Please contact the Sweet Grass County  

Treasurer’s Office at 932-5151. 
 

 
             
 

2018 MOBILE HOME TAX NOTICE 
 

The 2nd half payment of  
2018 Mobile Home Taxes 
is due November 30, 2018 

 
Payments must be received or post marked by 

November 30, 2018 to avoid accruing penalty and interest. 
 
 

Questions?  Please contact the Sweet Grass County  
Treasurer’s Office at 932-5151. 

 
 
 

2021 PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES DUE
Personal Property Taxes are due Wednesday, June 30th, 

by 5:00 pm . Unless paid by this date, the amount payable 
is delinquent and draws interest at the rate of 5/6 of 1% a 
month from and after the delinquency until paid and 2% 

must be added to the delinquent taxes as a penalty. (MCA 
15-16-101)

Payments can be mailed to the Sweet Grass County Trea-
surer at PO Box 888, Big Timber, MT 59011. Office hours 

are from 8 am to 5 pm Monday-Friday located at 115 W 
5th Ave, Big Timber, MT. A drop box is also located at this 

address for your convenience.
www.sweetgrasscountygov.com.  

Questions? Please contact the Sweet Grass 
County Treasurer’s Office at 406-932-5151 

 

ATTENTION TAXPAYERS 
 

The first half payment of  
2018 Real Estate Taxes 

is due November 30, 2018  
 

Payments must be received or post marked by  
November 30, 2018 to avoid accruing penalty and interest. 

 
Questions?  Please contact the Sweet Grass County  

Treasurer’s Office at 932-5151. 
 

 
             
 

2018 MOBILE HOME TAX NOTICE 
 

The 2nd half payment of  
2018 Mobile Home Taxes 
is due November 30, 2018 

 
Payments must be received or post marked by 

November 30, 2018 to avoid accruing penalty and interest. 
 
 

Questions?  Please contact the Sweet Grass County  
Treasurer’s Office at 932-5151. 

 
 
 

NOTICE OF PENDING ATTACHEMNT OF A TAX LIEN
(MCA 15-17-122)

 On Monday, August 2, 2021, by 5:00pm, the Sweet Grass 
County Treasurer will attach a property tax lien to property 

on which the 2020 taxes are delinquent. The delinquent taxes, 
including penalties, interest and costs are a lien upon the 

property and that unless delinquent taxes, penalties, interest, 
and costs are paid prior to August 2, 2021 a tax lien will be 

attached and may be assigned to a third party.
A complete list of all property on which taxes are delinquent 

is on file in the office of the Sweet Grass County treasurer and 
is open to public inspection and examination on Monday thru 

Friday from 8am to 5pm.
For further information please contact the Sweet Grass County 

Treasurer at 115 W 5th Ave or by mail to PO Box 888, Big 
Timber, MT 59011 or call 406-932-5151.

www.sweetgrasscountygov.com. 
Questions? Please contact the Sweet Grass County 

Treasurer’s Office at 406-932-5151

www.bigtimberpioneer.net
www.sweetgrasscountygov.com
www.fortpecktheatre.org
www.fortpecktheatre.org
www.housing.mt.gov
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Robertson Draw fire near Red Lodge 53 percent contained
Current Status: Yesterday, 

smoke was still evident on 
the south side of the fire 
where a burnout operation 
had been done on Monday to 
reduce unburned fuel ahead 
of the fire. Crews were on 
site to monitor fire condi-
tions while interior pockets 
burned with no threat to the 
containment lines. The east-
ern side of the fire remained 
in patrol status with the main 
work needing to be done in 
an Aspen grove to mop up 
hot spots. Mop up involves 
searching for areas or pock-
ets of heat and cooling those 
areas with water or soil to 
secure the edge of the fire. 
Firefighters continued to 
work on containment lines 
and a contingency line on the 
northwest side. The contin-
gency line is being tied into 
the East Side Road near 
Highway 212. On the west 
side the Fire Use module and 
Helicopter module finished 
constructing a fuel break 
from the north end of the 
Line Creek Plateau north 
towards Mt. Maurice. These 
crews also started searching 
for hot spots along the fire’s 
edge on Mt. Maurice. The 
structure protection group 
finished their work on struc-
ture assessments and plan-
ning. 

Planned Actions: On the 
east side of the fire crews 
will continue to patrol for 
any areas of heat along the 
containment line. Crews will 
focus efforts on the creek 
draw that has a pocket of 
aspen trees which is holding 
heat. On the northwest side 
crews will continue to con-
struct the contingency fire 
line between the fire area 
and the East Side Road and 

work direct on fire line far-
ther up the slope. Prep work 
of clearing vegetation along 
the East Side Road will be 
started including chipping 
woody debris and hauling it 
away. On the south side fire-
fighters will continue to mop 
up the containment line 
along the area where the 
burnout was completed. 
Smoke might continue to be 
seen from this area. The 
crews on the west side of the 
fire will be brought back 
from the plateau due to the 
forecasted thunderstorm and 
lightning activity. The struc-
ture protection group will be 

available for initial response 
to any new fires in the area. 

The weather conditions 
have shifted towards a hot 
and dry pattern across the 
region for this week and into 
next week. A weak cold front 
is predicted to move through 
the fire area this afternoon 
which may generate some 
small thunderstorms with 
lightning. Very little precipi-
tation is expected with this 
system. 

Evacuat ion  Warnings : 
Evacuation Warnings remain 
in effect for the areas locat-
ed south of Red Lodge and 
east of US Highway 212. The 

North and South Grove 
Creek Road, Gold Creek 
Road, Ruby Creek Road, 
Meeteetse Trail, and Robert-
son Draw Road are closed to 
general public use. It is rec-
ommended that all area resi-
dents have a household evac-
uation plan ready. Please 
remain vigilant and be aware 
of the fire situation and your 
surroundings.   

Closures: All the Custer 
Gallatin National Forest Sys-
tem lands south of Point of 
Rocks in the Rock Creek 
drainage are closed under a 
Forest Closure Order. This 
includes trailheads, camp-

grounds, dispersed camping 
areas, and the USDA Forest 
Service Recreation Resi-
dences in Corral Creek, 
Spring Creek, Snow Creek, 
and Sheep Creek. This is in 
addition to the Closure Area 
encompassing the Line Creek 
Plateau. The Beartooth High-
way (US Hwy 212) remains 
open.  

A Closure Order is also in 
effect on all Bureau of Land 
Management lands lying 
West of State Highway 72, 
South of State Highway 308, 
and East of US Highway 212 
in Carbon County.   

Temporary Flight Restric-

tions (TFR): A TFR is in 
place for air space over the 
Robertson Draw Fire (FDC 
1/7695) to provide a safe 
environment for firefighting 
aircraft operating in the 
area. Remember that tempo-
rary flight restrictions also 
apply to unmanned aircraft 
systems (UAS) or drones. If 
you fly, we can’t!  

Primary and Cooperating 
Agencies:  USFS, DNRC, 
BLM, Carbon County Sher-
iff’s Office, DES, and Road 
Department, Red Lodge Fire 
District, and Belfry Fire Dis-
trict.

By Pioneer Staff

Southern Montana passenger rail gets Tester’s backing

The effort to restore long-distance 
passenger rail service to southern 
Montana took another step forward 
last week.

Sen. Jon Tester attached an amend-
ment that provides $15 million to 
study restoration of discontinued 
long-distance passenger rail routes to 
the Surface Transportation Invest-

ment Act of 2021. The amendment 
passed the U.S. Senate Commerce 
Committee with bipartisan support, 
and now moves to the full Senate for a 
vote as part of the Surface Transpor-
tation Reauthorization Act.

“Although additional steps remain 
before the bill lands on the president’s 
desk, this is a foundational first step 
toward a truly national vision of long-
distance passenger rail,” said Dave 
Strohmaier, chairman of the Big Sky 

Passenger Rail Authority, in a release 
touting the amendment.

The bill still has to pass votes in the 
Senate and House of Representatives 
before it reaches President Joe Biden 
to get signed into law.

The BSPRA is a partnership of 13 
counties across Montana formally 
established in December 2020 to pre-
serve and improve abandoned rail ser-
vice for agriculture, industrial and pas-
senger traffic.

Tester’s amendment followed a week 
of virtual meetings between members 
of Congress, congressional staff, 
BSPRA and the Greater Northwest 
Working Group, an assemblage of pas-
senger rail advocacy groups and sup-
porters from across the Northwest.

Tester did not respond by press time 
to a phone call for comment.

The studies will focus in part on for-
mer routes in the rural West like the 
North Coast Hiawatha — which ran 

between Seattle and Chicago through 
southern Montana, and was discontin-
ued in 1979 — and the Pioneer route, 
which ran from Seattle to Chicago via 
eastern Oregon and southern Idaho 
and was discontinued in 1997.

Tester ’s  amendment  would 
require a report to be presented to 
the Senate Commerce Committee 
after two yeas of study, with recom-
mendations of which routes to 
restore.

By Jason Bacaj 
Yellowstone Newspaper
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