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By PAMELA GRANT
Cove Leader-Press

While collecting eggs at Copperas Cove’s 

annual Easter Egg Round Up, little DW Pile 

(1 ½ years old) couldn’t help but offer several 

of his own eggs to other miniature egg hunt-

ers despite his parents’ best efforts to point 

him towards his own basket during Copperas 

Cove Parks and Recreation’s annual Easter Egg 

Round Up.

“I think he was a lot more interested in 

making friends than finding eggs,” joked DW’s 
father, Tanner Pile. 

His mother, Cassidie Pile said that they 

had a blast at the egg hunt and DW did manage 

to collect a good number of eggs for himself 

as well.

The Easter Egg Round Up, hosted by Cop-

peras Cove Parks and Recreation, was held 

Saturday at City Park. Children were divided 

into age groups of 0-2 and adaptive, 3-4, 5-6, 

7-8, and 9-10 with each hunt taking place 15 

minutes after the previous hunt with the first 
hunt starting at 10 a.m. Families were able to 

get free pictures with the Easter Bunny from 

10:15 a.m. until noon. The event also featured 

several vendors.

Ashley Wilson, Special Events Coordina-

tor for Parks and Recreation, said that they dis-

tributed 28,000 eggs throughout the event with 

4,000-6,000 eggs placed for each age group.

“It’s just fun seeing them out their collect-
ing their eggs,” said Wilson. “It’s just great to 
see their little faces and how happy they get.”

Each age group’s hunt featured a special 

“golden egg” (a regular egg with a drawing on 
it) which granted the finder a special Easter 
basket full of goodies.

Prestin Gower (4) was the lucky egg hunt-

er who found the golden egg in his own age 

group holding it up in triumph after the conclu-

sion of the hunt.

“He’s excited. He’s happy,” said Prestin 
Gower’s mother, Jessica Gower.

Jessica Gower said that she makes sure to 

bring her sons, Prestin Gower and Jaylon Mc-

Coun (9) to the egg hunt every year and has a 

collection of pictures of her boys with the Eas-

ter Bunny.

April 14 
Yoga, 12 p.m., Cop-

peras Cove Public Library. 
D.R. Horton ribbon 

cutting, 5:15 p.m., 402 
Minnie L Loop.

April 15 
Breakfast, 8-10 a.m., 

VFW Post 8577. 
Think Aloud, 9 a.m., 

Copperas Cove Public 
Library. 

O.S.C.A.R.’s Market, 
10-4, Ogletree Gap Park.

Autism Awareness 
Walk, 10 a.m., S.C. Lee Jr. 
High School.

April 17 
Refit Exercise Class, 

6:30 p.m., Copperas Cove 
Public Library. 

April 18 
Copperas Cove City 

Council workshop, 5 p.m., 
508 S. 2nd St. 

Copperas Cove City 
Council meeting, 6 p.m., 
508 S. 2nd St. 

CCISD Board of 
Trustees meeting, 5:30 
p.m., 408 S. Main St.

American Karate, 
6:30 p.m., Copperas Cove 
Public Library. 
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Puerto Rican native 

becomes bilingual 

teacher through CCISD 

R.I.S.E. program

By WENDY SLEDD
Cove Leader-Press 

One word to best describe Clements/

Parsons Bilingual Kindergarten intern 

teacher Zuheila Acevedo Babilonia is the 

word, flexible. Babilonia studied in her 
native country of Puerto Rico to work as a 

hairstylist and nail technician. 

“Although this has nothing to do with 

being a teacher, it sparked my interest in 

serving and helping people,” Babilonia 
said.

Marrying a U.S. Army soldier brought 

her to the United States where she struggled 

to learn a new culture and new language. 

“This forced me to start from the ba-

sics. I started taking a course at the local 

community college to learn English,” Babi-
lonia said. “Then, I found a part-time job 
as a cafeteria server. Outside my responsi-

bilities, I also volunteered to translate for 

the staff and students. It was there that my 

true vocation awoke, to be a teacher, to try 

to reach the lives of students, someone who 

helped them move forward.”
Babilonia decided to pursue her bach-

elor’s degree in education but another mil-

itary move to Fort Hood set her goal back 

again. 

“I had to start again, but I knew that 

my dream was just starting, and I had to 
keep going,” Babilonia said. “Wonder-
fully, another door opened, and I started 

working with Copperas Cove Independent 

School District in August 2019. In August 

2022 I had the great opportunity to join the 
R.I.S.E. program.”

CCISD’s Rising Instructors Soaring in 

Education program creates a fast-track for 

staff members to apply for teaching intern-

ships after they have completed 60 hours of 

college credit. CCISD pays for the college 

courses so employees are able to obtain 

their bachelor’s degrees and teaching cer-

tifications. Babilonia had 90 college credits 
entering the program and was able to have 

her own classroom this year with the sup-

port of a mentor teacher. 

254.371.0618 | kitchentuneup.com
Each franchise is locally owned & operated.

KITCHEN REMODELS IN ONLY 1-5 DAYS!

1 Day Tune-Up � Cabinet Painting � Custom Cabinets

Redooring � Refacing � And Much More!

By WENDY SLEDD
Special to the Leader-Press 

More than 300 students and 

their families are expected to 

step out and prove that autism 

is not a disability but a different 

ability at CCISD’s 7th Annual 

Autism Awareness Walk at Han-

ke Stadium on Saturday. 

This year’s walk theme is 

Color the World with Kind-

ness. April is Autism Awareness 

Month.

With morning temperatures 

slated in the early 70s at the start 

of the walk at 10 a.m., students 

will enjoy a variety of sensory 
activities at more than 30 booths 

while dancing with cheerleaders, 

competing in roller scooter lim-

bo and more. 

Children receive a booth 

bingo card and receive a bag of 

prizes courtesy of Extraco Banks 

once they have filled every 

square by visiting the various 

booths and trying the different 

activities. 

CCLP/PAMELA GRANT

ABOVE: Children in the 5-6 group collect eggs during the Easter Egg Round Up. BELOW: Children have 
their picture taken with the Easter Bunny.

Copperas Cove ISD hosts 7th annual autism awareness walk

Community
Calendar

By LYNETTE SOWELL 
Cove Leader-Press 

In 2022, Cove House 

Emergency Homeless Shel-

ter had to deny services to 

39 men and 28 women, 13 

of whom were veterans, as 

well as 110 families.

Currently, the shelter 

has four units of housing, 

in which it can house six 

women, six men, and two 

families at a time. 

Cove House Executive 

Director Brian Hawkins 

has, in the past, made a re-

quest to the City of Copper-

as Cove for funding to help 

construct a six-plex, which 

would help the facility ex-

pand its services to the 

community and surround-

ing area. 

See RISE, 

Page 3

332 Cove Terrace Shopping Center
Copperas Cove TX 76522

(254) 206-1722

Wednesday 10-3
Friday 10–5
Saturday 10–4 

SIDEWALK/MOVING SALE
OPTIMIST CLUB THRIFT STORE

Copperas Cove holds 

annual Easter Egg 

Round Up

Clements/Parsons Bilingual Kindergarten 
R.I.S.E. teacher Zuheila Acevedo Babilonia re-
views a math lesson in both Spanish and English 
with her students. CCISD is paying for Babilonia’s 
college courses so she is able to complete her 
bachelor’s degree and obtain her teaching cer-
tification. 

Special to the Leader-Press 

Heights Lumber & Supply hosted the Lemonade 

Day Build-A-Stand Workshop to show local youth 

how to build a lemonade stand on Saturday. 

Youth participants watched a demo on how to 

build a lemonade stand from pallets and took home 

their completed stand. Heights Lumber & Supply also 

gave each family a free drill to take home. 

Lemonade Day is proud to partner with Heights 

Lumber & Supply, a local family owned business 

that celebrates entrepreneurship. Lemonade Day is a 

free, community-wide program that is part of a na-

tional initiative to teach children, Pre-K through high 

school, how to start, own and operate their own busi-

ness – a lemonade stand.

The Lemonade Day lessons cover everything 

from finding an investor to being a socially responsi-
ble citizen by choosing a charity with whom to share 

Kids build their own stands at Lemonade Day Workshop

See LEMONADE, 

Page 7

Homeless shelter 

makes pitch to city 

leaders for local 

ARPA funds 

See ARPA, 

Page 10

Courtesy Photo 

Twenty kids participated in a Build-A-Stand 
workshop on Saturday, courtesy of Heights 
Lumber, ahead of this year’s Lemonade Day, 
set for May 6-7. Each family received a free 
drill to take home. 

See AUTISM, 

Page 9

 CCISD 7th Annual Autism Awareness Walk
When: Saturday, April 15, 10 a.m. – 12 noon

Where: Hanke Stadium, 1205 Courtney Lane

Who: event is free and open to the public

Why: to build acceptance of those with unique differences

www.coveleaderpress.com
www.kitchentuneup.com
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202 South 1st Street | Copperas Cove

April 5 
Arrested: Smith, Se-

bastian Bradley: Contin-
uous violence against the 
family: 300 block North 
Drive.

Theft 100-750: 200 
block East Avenue B. 

Accident: 3400 block 
Logsdon Street. 

Possession of drug 
paraphernalia: 500 block 
South Main Street.

Unlawful possession 
of a firearm by a felon: 
400 block West Business 
Highway 190.

Assault by con-
tact-family violence: 1000 
block South 11th Street.

Theft of service 
2,500-30k: 600 block East 
Business Highway 190. 

Open investigation: 
2500 block Live Oak 
Drive.

Forgery of a financial 
instrument: 800 block East 
Avenue D. 

Accident: 200 block 
East Avenue D. 

Accident: Intersection 
Georgetown Road and 
Veterans Avenue.

Harassment: 200 block 
Veterans Avenue. 

Welfare concern: 800 
block East Avenue D. 

Emergency medical 
detention: 800 block South 
25th Street. 

April 6 
Arrested: Flakes, 

Tara Marie: Assist another 
agency (Coryell County 
Sheriff’s Office) arrest 
warrant,  motion to revoke 
- possession of controlled 
substance pg 1 under 1 
gram: 100 block West 
Avenue F.

Assist another agency 
(Coryell County Sheriff’s 

Office): Affidavit of surety 
to surrender principal 
possession of controlled 
substance pg 1 under 1/
gram: 200 block South 1st 
Street.

Disorderly conduct - 
public affray: 1200 block 
Courtney Lane. 

Theft 750-2,500: 4100 
block Primrose Drive. 

General information: 
1300 block Marlee Circle. 

Passing a school bus: 
3400 block Plains Street. 

Minor in possession 
- tobacco X2: 300 block 
Lutheran Church Road.

Accident: 900 block 
Hill Street. 

Welfare concern: 1000 
block Phil Avenue. 

Welfare concern: 1200 
block Travis Circle. 

Runaway: 800 block 
North 2nd Street. 

Runaway Returned 
(Juvenile detained and 
released to parent)

April 7 
Arrested: Johnson, 

Kayla Darlene: Posses-
sion of marijuana under 2 
ounces in a drug free zone: 
2600 block Dennis Street.

Arrested: Welsh, 
Stephanie Giovanna: 
Copperas Cove Munici-
pal Court capias pro fine 
warrants of arrest X3, 
speeding over 25 mph, 
fail to maintain financial 
responsibility, no proof of 
financial responsibility. 
Copperas Cove Municipal 
Court warrants of arrest 
X2, theft of property under 
100, expired registration: 
2600 block Dennis Street.

Assault by threat-fam-
ily violence: 2200 block 
Cline Drive. 

Arrested: Canning, 

Noah Paul: Arrest warrant, 
assault with bodily inju-
ry-family violence: 302

East Avenue E.
Burglary of building, 

criminal mischief 100-
750: 1200 block Veterans 
Avenue

Arrested: Holton, 
Christopher Hampton: 
Assist another agency 
(Williamson County Sher-
iff’s Office) bond forfeiture 
- assault causing bodily 
injury family member, 
bond forfeiture - unlawful 
restraint: 300 block Casa 
Drive.

Aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon: 
1300 block North 1st 
Street.

Assault with bodily 
injury-family violence: 400 
block Sunset Lane.

Burglary of coin oper-
ated machine: 1100 block 
Leonhard Street.

Arrested: Stoltz, Mi-
chael Lee: Assault family 
member - impede breath-
ing, unlawful restraint: 700 
block South 3rd Street.

Arrested: Webber, 
Heather Irene: Assault 
with bodily injury-family 
violence: 600 block North 
2nd Street.

Theft 100-750: 1300 
block Liberation Lane. 

Assault with bodily 
injury-family violence: 800 
block North 19th Street.

April 8 
Accident: 200 block 

Cove Terrace. 
Assault with bodily 

injury-family violence: 900 
block South 15th Street.

Fraudulent use/posses-
sion of debit card infor-
mation: 300 block Creek 
Street.

Arrested: Edwards, 
Chad Wesley: Arrest war-
rant, violation of protective 
order: 2300 block Big 
Divide Road.

Arrested: Bingham, 
Gary Leon: Copperas Cove 
Municipal Court warrant 
of arrest, theft under 100: 
Robert Griffin III Blvd and 
E Business Highway 190.

April 9 
Arrested: Lorea, 

Arthur Alan Jr: Copperas 
Cove Municipal Court 
capias pro fine no driver’s 
license, display wrong/
fictitious/altered/obscured 
insignia: 1400 block Mar-
tin Luther King Jr Drive.

Arrested: Thomas, An-
thony James: Assist anoth-
er agency (Austin Pardon 
And Parole Board) parole 
violation: 2400 block West 
Avenue B.

Arrested: Concepcion, 
Joshua Piilani Eustaquio: 
Driving while intoxicated 
Brac>=0.15%: 1200 block 
West Avenue B.

Welfare concern: 900 
block North 7th Street. 

Accident: 800 block 
East Business Highway 
190. 

72-hour parking: 600 
block South 15th Street. 

Accident involving 
damage to vehicle O/200: 
200 block East Halstead 
Avenue.

Arrested: Debarge, 
Jerome Michael Jr: Assist 
another agency (Killeen 
Police Department) arrest 
warrant, criminal trespass 
of habitation-shelter: 2100 
block East Business High-
way 190.

Assault causing bodily 
injury-family violence, 
welfare concern: 1400 

block Bluff Drive.
Theft of motor vehicle 

750-2500: 200 block Rob-
ert Griffin III Boulevard.

Arrested: Gallagh-
er, Patrick Allen: Arrest 
warrant, interfere with 
emergency request for 
assistance, continuous 
violence against family: 
300 block West Business 
Highway 190.

Assist another agency 
(Coryell County Sheriff’s 
Office) Indictment, Assault 
Family/Household Mem-
ber Impede Breath/Circu-
lation: 302 West Business 
Highway 190.

April 10 
Welfare concern: 300 

block West Business High-
way 190. 

General information: 
300 block Northern Dove 
Lane. 

Criminal mischief 
750-2,500: 2700 block Sun 
Point Circle. 

Arrested: McLin, Ken-
neth Dewayne: Burglary 
of a habitation: 900 block 
Oak Hill Drive.

Credit card abuse: 
2100 block East Business 
Highway 190.

Accident: 1000 block 
U.S. Highway 190. 

Burglary of a building: 
100 block Wind Ridge 
Drive. 

Burglary of a building: 
100 block Wind Ridge 
Drive. 

Burglary of a building: 

Police Blotter

Obituaries

EVELETH
Devlin Edward Connor Eveleth  

February 20, 2013 – April 6, 2023 

EVELETH
Shaemus Emmett Michael Eveleth  
January 9, 2015 – April 6, 2023

Devlin Eveleth age 10 and Shaemus Eveleth, age 
8 of Copperas Cove, passed away on the evening of 
April 6, 2023. A private Celebration of Life service 
will be held at a later date. 

Devlin was born on February 20, 2013, in Hous-
ton, TX to Shawn and Kirstie Eveleth. Shaemus was 
born on January 9, 2015, in Killeen, TX to Shawn 
and Kirstie Eveleth. They were more than just broth-
ers; they were best friends. Devlin loved dinosaurs 
and all animals. He always had a smile for anyone 
he met and loved to talk and make friends. Shaemus, 
much like his big brother, was friendly with every-
one he met. Neither child ever met a stranger. Devlin 
could name and pronounce any dinosaur he read 
about or watched. Shaemus loved Sonic the Hedge-
hog and drawing was his passion as well as his tal-
ent. They loved their two little brothers who adored 
them more than anything in this world. Devlin and 
Shaemus loved to be outdoors, and their favorite 
fishing spots will miss them dearly. They were so 
loved by anyone that knew them, their adventurous 
nature and infectious laughter could light up a room. 
They will be so greatly missed, not only by their 
family but by their community. 

Devlin and Shaemus are survived by their moth-
er, Kirstie, fiancé, Robert Kernes III; father, Shawn 
Eveleth, and fiancée, Whitney Locke; little brothers, 
Robbie, and William Kernes; grandparents, Vickkie 
Verdin Miller, William and Sandy Miller, Mark and 

Pam Eveleth, and Robert Kernes Jr.; as well as many 
aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends. 

The family request that in lieu of flowers, 
donations be made I Devlin and Shaemus’s name to 
Cameron Park Zoological & Botanical Association or 
the Texas Childrens Museum. 

Condolences to the family may be left at www.
vissfamilyfuneralhome.com.

https://texaschildrensmuseum.org/
https://www.cameronparkzoo.com/donate/ 

THOMPSON
Matthew Lane Thompson

Nov. 5, 2004 ~ April 3, 2023
It is with great sadness that we announce the 

passing of our dear son, grandson, brother and 
friend, Matthew Lane Thompson, on April 3, 2023 at 
the young age of 18.

Matthew was born on November 5, 2004 in 
Killeen, Texas but spent the majority of his life in 
Copperas Cove, Texas. Matthew filled all our lives 
with love and joy from the moment he came into this 
world. His curiosity as a child and funny antics as a 
teen made him a great friend and the life of any par-
ty. He was his sisters’ best friend, his brothers’ role 
model and his parent’s pride and joy.

Matthew was looking forward to graduating from 
Copperas Cove High School this spring and attending 
Texas State Technical College in the fall. He loved base-
ball, wrestling with his brothers, working at Domino’s 
Pizza and hanging out with his friends.

He is survived by his parents, Chantal and Richard 
Smith, his sisters Alexia, McKenzie, Isabelle and Storm-
ie, and his brothers A.J., Lucius and Nolan as well as his 
uncle Mike and aunt Melissa and countless other aunts, 
uncles, grandparents, cousins, and other assorted family 
and many caring friends. 

A celebration of life is scheduled for Saturday, April 
22, 2023 at 11:00 AM at the Viss Family Funeral Home, 
1614 South FM 116, Copperas Cove, Texas. 

Lic# 1-74-1595540-4

VFW POST 8577
1506 Veterans Ave.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522

254-547-3973

Now Accepted

 7 PM

7 PM 

4:30 PM

OPEN TO THE 

PUBLIC
No computers

Maximum Payout

Tuesdays  

Thursday  

Saturday & Sunday 

By LYNETTE SOWELL 
Cove Leader-Press 

Keelan River Har-

relson, 27, of Copperas 

Cove died on Tuesday 

evening, after leading 

police on a chase after a 

report of a reckless driv-

er and a traffic stop.

According to a 

press release issued on 

Wednesday morning by 

the Copperas Cove Police 

Department, Cpt. Gabriel 

Cardona said that offi-

cers were dispatched to 

the 3000 block of East 

Business 190 around 

9:47 p.m., after a call 

came in about a “reckless 

driver who was swerving 

all over the road.”

This area is in the vi-

cinity of H-E-B Plus! and 

the Five Hills Shopping 

Center. 

Cardona stated that 

an officer then located 

the vehicle in the 800 

block of East Business 

190. 

After Harrelson was 

stopped, police reported 

that Harrelson “exhibited 

signs of intoxication and 

emotional distress.” 

While speaking with 

the officer, Harrelson 

then fled the scene and 

pursuit ensued east-

Copperas Cove 

man evades police 

in vehicle, takes 

own life

See POLICE, 

Page 7

 Special to Leader-Press

This Saturday, youth 

participants will get a be-

hind the scenes peek at how 

Chick-fil-A makes their fa-

mous lemonade while com-

ing up with a recipe of their 

own for Lemonade Day!  

Parents and mentors 

had to reserve spots for the 

event in advance through 

Eventbrite.

 Saturday, April 15th, 

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

 Where:  Chick-fil-A 
Copperas Cove (202 Rob-

ert Griffin III, Copper-
as Cove, TX 76522) and 

Chick-fil-A Killeen (1400 
E. Central Texas Expy, 

Killeen, TX 76541)

Chick-fil-A Hosts Little 

Squeezers Event in Support 

of Lemonade Day

See BLOTTER, 

Page 7

www.vissfamilyfuneralhome.com
https://texaschildrensmuseum.org
https://www.cameronparkzoo.com/donate
www.jacksmithhomes.com
www.coveleaderpress.com
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

To find out how to get your financial strategy on track for your family's 

future, contact us for a complimentary review.

We can help you prioritize your family's 

goals.

Alan R Horn, AAMS™ 

Financial Advisor

211 Liberty Bell Ln Suite 101 
Copperas Cove, TX 76522 
254-542-2833

Your own decisions and actions typ-
ically determine your financial strategies. 
But outside events can affect your choices, 
too. And that may be the case with the 
recent passage of the SECURE 
2.0 Act.

This piece of legislation 
covers many areas. But here are 
some changes that may be of in-
terest to you, depending on your 
situation:

 If you’re a retiree …
• Higher age for RMDs 

– The age at which you must 
take withdrawals — known as 
required minimum distribu-
tions, or RMDs — from your 
traditional IRA and 401(k) has 
increased from 72 to 73, effec-
tive this year. (If you turned 72 
in 2022, but still haven’t taken 
your first RMD, you will need 
to do so this year.) And in 2033, the RMD 
age will increase again, to 75. You don’t 
have to wait until these ages before taking 
withdrawals, but the new age limits may 

affect your withdrawal decisions.  
• Lower penalties for missed RMDs 

– If you don’t take at least the RMD for a 
given year, you could face tax penalties. 

Previously, this penalty was 
50% of the amount you were 
supposed to have taken but 
now it’s reduced to 25%.

• New options for qual-
ified charitable distributions 
– If you’re 70½ or older, 
you can make a one-time 
qualified charitable distribu-
tion (QCD) of up to $50,000 
to entities that previous-
ly couldn’t receive these 
QCDs, including charitable 
remainder annuity trusts, 
charitable remainder unitrusts 
and charitable gift annuities 
that meet certain criteria. 
Because QCDs are typically 
excluded from your taxable 

income and could satisfy some or all of 
your required RMDs, which are otherwise 
taxable, these expanded opportunities may 

prove beneficial from a tax standpoint. 
Consult with your tax advisor to deter-
mine if and how QCDs make sense for 
your situation. 

If you’re still working …
• Roth contributions to retirement 

plans – Starting this year, if you partici-
pate in a 401(k) or similar plan, you can 
take your employer’s matching and other 
contributions on a Roth basis. While 
these contributions will count as taxable 
income, they can ultimately be withdrawn, 
along with any earnings they generate, tax 
free, provided you meet certain condi-
tions. 

If you’re a business owner …
• Increased tax credit for starting a 

retirement plan – If you have 50 or fewer 
employees, you can now claim a startup 
credit covering 100% — up from 50% — 
of the administrative costs of opening a 
401(k) plan, up to $5,000 for each of the 
first three years of the plan. 

• Employer contribution credit – You 
may now be able to get a tax credit 
based on employee matching or prof-

it-sharing contributions. This credit 
is capped at $1,000 per employee and 
phases out gradually over five years. 

• Military spouse tax incentive – If 
you have 100 or fewer employees who 
earn at least $5,000 annually, you can 
earn a tax credit of up to $500 for three 
years if you make military spouses 
eligible for a retirement plan, such as a 
401(k) or SEP IRA. You can receive the 
credit for the year in which the mili-
tary spouse is hired, plus the next two 
taxable years.

These aren’t the only provisions in 
the SECURE 2.0 Act that may be rele-
vant to you, and some parts of the new 
law go into effect in the future. You may 
want to contact your financial and tax 
advisors to see just how you might ul-
timately be affected by this legislation, 
and how you could take advantage of it. 

  Edward Jones, its employees and 

financial advisors cannot provide tax or 
legal advice. You should consult your at-
torney or qualified tax advisor regarding 
your situation.

Alan Horn
FINANCIAL 

FOCUS

New law may offer financial opportunities

“Some of the biggest 

challenges as a classroom 

teacher have been being 

able to identify each one 

of my student’s educa-

tional needs to provide 

them with the necessary 

strategies and tools to 

achieve their goals and 

meet my educational and 

social-emotional goals as 

well,” Babilonia said. “t 
is extremely important to 

provide extra support to 

those students who need it 

to be able to academically 

succeed and develop.”
Babilonia was named 

the CCISD 2022 Parapro-

fessional of the Year for 

her work in the classroom 

as an aide. She said she 

appreciates the investment 

that CCISD has made in 

her professional future. 

“The R.I.S.E. pro-

gram has helped me feel 

more confident that I will 
have what is required to 

earn my teaching certifi-

cation,” Babilonia said. 
“It has provided me with 

greats professional train-

ing, coaches, and mentors 

who are guiding me tre-

mendously at all times.”

RISE  -  From Page 1

By LYNETTE SOWELL 
Cove Leader-Press 

On Monday, government and 

city leaders in the greater Fort 

Hood area visited the Texas State 

Capitol in Austin to address the 

current legislators regarding ad-

ditional relief due to the lost reve-

nue from the 100 percent disabled 

veteran property tax exemption. 

The leaders weren’t seeking 

to rid the exemption, but rather 

seek state support to help provide 

relief to the city’s financial burden 
of that lost tax revenue.  

The officials and leaders ad-

dressed HB 1613, which would 

provide financial relief from the 
state to cities and counties dis-

proportionately affected by the 

property tax exemption for 100 

percent disabled veterans. 

The bill’s primary coauthors 

include local representatives, 

Shelby Slawson (House District 

59, Coryell County) and Hugh 

Shine (House District 55, Bell 

County), along with three other 

primary coauthors, and more than 

90 supporters.

In its current form, the bill 

means local governments could 

qualify for more relief, if the 

amount of lost tax revenue is 

more than one percent of the gov-

ernment’s ad valorem tax reve-

nue.

The bill calls for the creation 

of an account in the state’s gen-

eral fund. This account would be 

called the disabled veterans local 

government assistance account, 

and provide funding to qualified 
cities and counties.

Proceeds to be collected for 

this account would come from the 

“sale, storage, use or other con-

sumption of taxable items inside 

the boundaries of a United States 

military base.”
Councilmember Montanez 

believes that the local officials 
appearing before the legislature 

on Mondoay was a priority, and 

was a way to support his city and 

the region. 

Haverlah spoke before the 

legislature and stated the City’s 

support for HB 1613. Likewise, 

he shared with legislators about 

the impact of the revenue losses 

on the city as it grows and faces 

the requirement of increased ser-

vices. 

“Most agree that this State-

wide and State granted tax ex-

emption is much deserved of 

our fighting men and women 
who defended our country. Yet, 

this exemption has unfortunately 

negatively impacted the ability 

of communities these deserving 

men and women live in to pro-

vide necessary day-to-day critical 

services,” Haverlah told the com-

mittee. “Some communities, like 

the City of Copperas Cove, have 

been significantly and dispropor-
tionately impacted by this State-

wide benefit in terms of tax reve-

nue lost due to the concentration 

of eligible veterans living within 

our communities. While the dol-

lar amount may not appear to be 

significant when considering the 
House’s $302 billion budget, the 

residents of Copperas Cove have 

felt the direct impact of the lost 

revenue.”
Haverlah gave numbers on 

the city’s population increases, 

taxable values, and the number 

of exempted properties—all of 

which have increased since the 

exemption first began in 2009.
“Our population increased 

19% since 2009, taxable val-

ues increased 21%, and inflation 
increased 23%, while the total 

number of employees generally 

remained unchanged, the number 

of exempted properties increased 

267%, and the value of exempted 

properties increased 539%. 

“Again, while this is a wor-

thy State-wide tax exemption and 

a significant benefit to our vet-
erans, the cost of the exemption 

should be borne by the entire state 

equitably.”
Also in attendance with 

Haverlah, Montanez and Miller, 

were the mayor and city man-

ager of Killeen, the mayor and 

city manager of Belton. 

Since 2015, lost revenue 

from the disabled veteran prop-

erty tax exemption in Copperas 

Cove alone has increased from 

$478,765, to just over $2 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2023. 

For the upcoming fis-

cal year, the amount rises to 

an estimated $2.4 million, or 

$2,463,517. 

Along with increasing 

property values, the number 

of veterans receiving the ex-

emption in Copperas Cove has 

also risen, from 555 in 2015, to 

1,580 properties in fiscal year 

2023. 

Next fiscal year, the an-

ticipated number of properties 

exempt from paying property 

taxes is 1,652. 

There is a similar bill in the 

Texas Senate, SB 748, co-spon-

sored by Sen. Pete Flores, Sen. 

Cesar Blanco, and Sen. Sarah 

Eckhardt. 

The current legislative ses-

sion convened on Jan. 10, 2023 

and will end on May 29, 2023.

City, county officials visit state capitol
Courtesy Photo

City Manager Ryan Haverlah, Copperas Cove city councilmember Manuel Montanez (Place 5), as well as Coryell County Judge Roger Miller, were among the central Texas leadership who paid 
a visit on Monday to the state capitol in Austin and appeared before the Texas legislature.

www.edwardjones.com


 

…Not everything is for you, or about 
you. There are people who like things that 
you don’t like. Every activity or pastime 
is not our cup of tea. It’s ok that we are 
different and like to do different things.

There are events that not all of us are 
interested in attending. We are ok with 
sitting home and skipping some events. 
And that’s ok. Not everyone has the same 
interests. Did I mention that it’s ok? 

For me, two of those things are golf 
tournaments and car shows. They are just 
not my thing. I get that people like to golf. 
My uncles golfed. Two of my brothers-
in-laws golf, on occasion. It is something 
that other people enjoy, but I don’t. I did a 
nine-hole mini “real” course once, and it 
was an exercise in frustration.

Car shows. Now I can see that some-
one is interested in cars more than golf. 
There’s something about a lineup of clas-
sic cars, with their gleaming chrome and 
impeccable paint jobs and snazzy acces-
sories. But truth be told, if given a choice, 
a car show isn’t something I’d make the 
time to attend if I had a free afternoon. 

Yet, I don’t begrudge the fact that the 
above are both things that other people 
enjoy. I’d rather go to an art show, a 
live music event, or a museum trip, or 
shopping at a flea market. I’m sure some 
people would rather golf. 

Then there’s the wide variety of 
chicken restaurant options. (I can hear 
some of you laughing.) But really, how 
many different restaurants does anyone 
need? And, we have them here. Except for 
a few. Pizza, too. We have a number of 
options in our community that we all have 
different opinions about And yet, by this 
time next year, we will have another pizza 
option.

Not everything is about us, or for us. 

For example, McLane Stadium in Waco 
is already selling tickets to view the total 
solar eclipse on April 8, 2024. The scoff-
ers have already been out in force: “Why 
would I pay tickets to see something I can 
view from my own backyard for free?” 

To scoffers such as they, I can only 
say: “That event isn’t for you, or about 
you. Stay home and have a party at your 
house. Or, be by yourself.” 

If you live here locally, most of you 
will probably plan to stay home and 
watch it from your very own yard. Or, 
maybe you’ll attend a family gathering 
and be with loved ones as you witness the 
once-in-a-lifetime event. But, not every 
event is for you, or about you. And, know 
what? That is perfectly ok. 

Yet, sometimes it does not hurt to 
think beyond what we’d like to do, and 
realize that there are other people coming 
to town. A month or so ago, I wrote my 
column about getting ready for compa-
ny. Sometimes, when company comes, 
we do things out of the ordinary that we 
wouldn’t necessarily do for ourselves. 

It is a knee-jerk thing to think of what 
we personally want to do, or would prefer 
to do, first thing. It’s human nature, to 
think about what we want, before some-
one else might want. It’s not the best way 
to do things, but it’s how we are wired. It 
takes practice to remember that. 

Before you think I’m saying we 
should never, ever think of what we want 
or that our own preferences don’t matter, 
that is not what I am saying at all. It is 
perfectly fine to have our own preferences 
and wishes for how we’d like to spend 
our time. But, we shouldn’t discount that 
other people may have their own ideas 
about what’s fun for them or where they’d 
like to eat. It’s not always about us.
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When I was a little girl, Dad had all 
his buddies over and they built a little stor-
age house in our back yard. It was a lovely 
little house, especially to a seven-year-old 
girl. I called it the “little house.”

Mom and Dad stored the cool stuff 
in the little house. Their old high school 
yearbooks, Dad’s letterman jacket, Mom’s 
wedding dress, old photo albums, baby 
memorabilia from my brother and me… 
I loved to hang out in the little house. I 
spent hours there, sorting through stuff 
and imagining the stories attached to each 
item. It was my playhouse—my escape to 
an imaginary world where I could do and 
be anything I wanted.

One night, I dreamed I went to the 
little house. When I got to the door, it 
opened and there was Jesus! He invited me 
inside, where He’d set up a child-size table 
and chairs with a lovely pink tablecloth, a 

real china tea set and a 
vase of roses. He held 
the chair for me as I 
sat down, and then He 
sat with me, poured 
tea, and we laughed 
and sang and talked 
and played for the 
longest time. He acted 
like He had nothing 
better in the world to 
do than spend time 
with me, a little seven-
year-old girl.

Next thing I knew, 
my mother sat on 
the edge of my bed, 
waking me for school. 
I was confused . . . the 
dream was so real; I didn’t 
know where I was now. 

Where were the table 
and chairs? Where was 
the tea set? Where was 
Jesus?

Slowly, reality 
seeped in and the dream 
faded. “Mama,” I said. 
“Jesus had a tea party 
with me in the little 
house. I…” Disappoint-
ment singed my spirit. 
“I guess it was just a 
dream.”

My mother looked 
at me, and then she gave 
me one of the sweetest 
gifts anyone has ever 
given me. She said, 
“Maybe it was real. 

Maybe Jesus really did visit 
you in your dream, Renae. 

You need to remember this dream always. 
You must be so special, for the Son of God 
to have a tea party with you.”

So I tucked that memory into my 
“very special” mental file, and I remem-
bered. For a long time, I remembered how 
loved I was, how special I was to the King 
of the Universe.

Until I forgot.
Years passed. Life got in the way. And 

somewhere along the road, I forgot that 
very special day, that priceless treasure of 
knowing I was precious and wanted and 
loved.

I forgot all about it until a few years 
ago.

I went through some really hard times. 
Years when I was forced to my knees, 

Believe it or not…
As I’ve noted in a few columns over 

the last little while, I’m in the process of 
trying to (rather extensively) world-build 
a community that I can use as a setting 
for one or more creative works. Those 
who have borne with me have seen me 
talk about 
creating 
full pro-
gramming 
matrices for 
various tele-
vision and 
radio stations 
(leading to 
a discussion 
of how what 
we see and 
hear shapes 
our percep-
tion of the 
world), mull 
over law-
yer-friendly 
brand names 
I could use 
for different 
products 
(leading to 
a discus-
sion of how 
certain real-life 
brands got 
their names), 
and ponder 
what sorts of small businesses would be 
in place (leading to a discussion of how 
important small businesses are to the 
American economy). Now, I’m on to the 
next step. 

Some of you might be asking wheth-
er or not I’ve chosen a name for this 
community and settled upon a backstory. 
After all, every town has a name. Towns 

also have reasons for existing, as few 

people just decide to plunk buildings 
down just because they can. Well, the 
truth is that this actually *is* my next 

step, the result of my waffling a bit be-

tween different ideas. 

Every town has a rea-

son for existing, even “ghost 

towns” where humans either 
abandoned them or never set-

tled them at all. It may be that 

the town was convenient to a 

natural resource, such as fresh 

water or a mineral deposit. It 

may be that the town was along 

a river, trade route, or other 

commonly-travelled corridor. 

It may be that people fleeing 
misfortune found a spot they 

felt was a safe distance away. 

It may have even been that the 

town was somehow ordered 

into existence by a third party, 

such as politicians or business 

leaders. 

Likewise, every town also 

has a name, usually one chosen 

by the people who first settled 
the area and organized the 

place. The town may be named 

for an early settler, a nearby land 

feature, whatever resource led 

people to the area, or even some 

high-minded ideal. You can even have 

towns named for other towns. 

Consider, for example, one of the 

most infamous “ghost towns” on the 
planet, that of Pripyat, Ukraine. Reason 

for existing? It was ordered into existence 

in order to support the Chernobyl Nuclear 

Darren Blair

Shop the Insanity

Lynette Sowell | My Front Porch

The Tea Party

Renae Brumbaugh 

Green

Coffee Talk

Local History

Dungeons & Dragons: Honor Among Thieves
a movie review by Darren Blair

As long-time readers of my op/ed 
are aware, I first started into tabletop 
role-playing games in 1990. I have 
been a long-time part of the Dungeons 
& Dragons and Battletech gaming 
communities, and have played many 
other games as well. Remaining part of 
the Dungeons & Dragons community 
has become increasingly difficult over 
the last few years, however. Not only 
have some employees at Wizards of 
the Coast, the company who owns the 
game, declared us older fans to be “ob-
stacles” to them implementing their 
vision for the franchise, the company 
as a whole recently faced extreme 
backlash and possible legal issues 
for attempting to claw back an open 
license they themselves issued circa 
2000. They therefore need this movie 
to be a hit to restore goodwill. 

Well… it isn’t a hit, or seemingly 
concerned about restoring goodwill. 

The film starts with the main male 
lead, a bard named Edgin (Chris Pine), 
violating the classic rule of “show, 
don’t tell” with a massive info dump 

that could have been anoth-
er movie. He was once part 
of a peacekeeping group 
called The Harpers and 
worked against evil, but 
the pay was barely enough 
to provide for his family. 
When the Red Wizards 
killed his wife, he forsook 
his Harper oaths, fell into 
alcoholism, and met Holga 
(Michelle Rodriguez), a 
recently divorced female 
barbarian. She essentially 
became his second wife 
and helped raise his daughter, but the 
pair turned to crime for the money. 
They eventually brought mage / thief 
Simon (Justice Smith) and con artist 
Forge (Hugh Grant) on board, and 
were soon hired by the mysterious 
Sofina (Daisy Head) to break into a 
Harper stronghold with the promise 
of Edgin stealing a magical tablet that 
could bring his wife back. But he and 
Holga were caught, and they’ve spent 
the last two years in prison. 

Got it? Good, because 
the movie kicks off from 
there. It turns out that Forge 
has manipulated his way into 
becoming lord of a major 
city-state, he still has Edgin’s 
daughter, and is still working 
with Sofina. Sofina, in turn, 
is one of the Red Wizards, 
propping Forge up as a puppet 
for her own ends. To defeat 
the pair, Edgin will have to 
convince shape-shifting druid 
Doric (Sophia Lillis) and 
questionably awkward paladin 

Xenk (Rege-Jean Page) to join him in 
the effort. 

Even on a surface viewing, the 
film falls flat. We have an excess of 
narration to speed things along yet 
waste time on overly-long “joke” se-
quences. We have an over-reliance on 
plot MacGuffins and deus ex machina 
moments. And we also have characters 
who are alternatingly forced into being 
foolish, petty, or melodramatic for the 
sake of the plot. 

But this isn’t any old sword & 
sorcery movie, it’s part of the Dun-
geons & Dragons franchise… which 
makes the film’s decision to mock and 
possibly kill off (they’re forgotten 
about as the movie goes on) the cast of 
the 1980s cartoon series all the more 
galling. Given how critical the cartoon 
was in mainstreaming the game and 
how often fan demand has brought it 
back to television, this is probably the 
biggest “Older fans be gone!” yet. I 
was going to give this film a middling 
score in recognition of its various 
creative shortcomings, but having to 
sit through the film just for this was 
the last straw. 

Don’t bother with this movie, and 
in fact use the three hours to play an 
actual tabletop gaming session of your 
own. 

Total: 0 / 10
Rating: PG-13
Run Time: 134 minutes

See COFFEE, 
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“Neighbors Caring for Neighbors”
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Your Hometown Drugstore ~ Jim Shave, R.Ph.

See INSANITY, 
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‘Here’s My Card!’ ~  Local Business Guide

Trae Cunningham
Area Director of Marketing

Cell 254-226-9844 •traecunningham@gcltc.com
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CERTIFIED PERSONAL TRAINER

REAL ESTATE

APARTMENTS

Arrive Alive

Driving Academy

Of Texas

130 Cove Terrace Shopping Center
254-238-8484 | arrivealiveoftexas.com

Ask about
Lower Prices | Road Testing | Driver Safety Course

DRIVER SAFETY HEALTH CARE

(254) 338-2122 | BROKER@ctxpre.com

BUYING OR SELLING? WE MAKE YOU OUR PRIORITY!

2208 E Business 190 Suite 3 
Copperas Cove, Tx 76522EErriiccaa  MMccPPhhaaiill

POWERWASHINGHAIR CARE

John Henry Clark
IN HOME FREE CONSULTATION

 MOVE & FEEL BETTER

NASM certified
personal trainer

for seniors

www.johnclarkfitness.com
johnhenrytrainer@gmail.com

it’s never too late 
to get in shape

254.394.2336 | Serving Central Texas

Copperas Cove, TX

Veteran owned and Operated

Shelly’s Beard Bar & Gentlemen HaircutsShelly’s Beard Bar & Gentlemen Haircuts

309 US-190 BUS, Copperas Cove, TX 76522309 US-190 BUS, Copperas Cove, TX 76522

“We are a Men’s “We are a Men’s 
Salon that Salon that 

specialize in facial specialize in facial 
hair and custom hair and custom 

haircuts.”haircuts.”

(254) 577-1789(254) 577-1789
To Schedule an 

appointment scan or call!

By LYNETTE SOWELL 
Cove Leader-Press 

Longtime area resident 

Jan Ward will turn 78 years 

old this fall, and slowing 

down does not cross her 

mind. 

In January 2023, she 

completed a goal of running 

a half-marathon in all 50 

states, when she complet-

ed the Mainly Marathon’s 

Aloha Series half-mara-

thon in Hawaii on January 

20. A half-marathon is 13.1 

miles. 

Back in 2018, Ward ac-

complished her goal of run-

ning mostly 5Ks in all 50 

states, and she reached this 

goal along with her teenage 

grandson, Turtle Powell, 

who ran the events with 

her. Powell has since grad-

uated high school and gone 

on to college, but Ward set 

another goal for herself: 

to complete a half-mar-

athon in all 50 states.  

Ward’s running “career” 
isn’t something she’s been 

doing for decades, but she 

began running in her late 

60s, with the goal of stay-

ing active and not falling 

prey to physical decline and 

mobility issues that plague 

some senior citizens.

“I did not start putting 

one foot in front of the oth-

er with purpose until a week 

after my 68th birthday in 

September of 2013, five 

years after retiring from a 

47-year career in dentistry,” 
Ward said, who worked as a 

dental hygienist.

As she shared with 

people about her quest and 

the races, there was some-

thing she found important 

to share with others. 

“I found myself always 

relating that I want people, 

especially seniors, to know 

that you can accomplish 

these goals,” Ward empha-

sized. 

Reaching the goal of 

completing 50 half-mara-

thons has had its delays. 

Originally, she had 

planned to complete all 50 

events by her 75th birthday, 

in 2020. 

“Well, we all know 

what that turned out to be,” 
she said, referring to the 

multiple running events 

canceled during the time 

of the pandemic outbreak. 

Likewise, she found herself 

also aiding her family and 

caring for grandchildren. 

Then, she began hav-

Copperas Cove senior citizen completes half-marathon in all 50 states

C   C   oo PP PP ee rr aa ss C   C   oo vv ee

PPressressLLeadereader
Bonus content

 online

By BEN PETET 
Cove Leader-Press 

On Tuesday evening the Copperas Cove baseball team 

lost a 12-6A match up to the Hutto baseball team 11-4. 

The Hippos swept the Dawgs as they won a rain delayed 

game Monday evening in Hutto 6-3. The Hippos are in sec-

ond place in the district with a 5-2 record and chasing a playoff 

berth. The district standings are Midway 8-1, Hutto 5-2, Bryan 

4-3, Harker Heights 4-3, Temple 3-6, Copperas Cove 2-6, and 

Weiss 1-6.

The Hippos started out hot in the top half of the first in-

ning, sending 10 batters to the plate and scoring five runs 
against Dawgs starting pitcher Matai Anzaldna. The Hippos 

starting pitcher Ben Jamieson had a 1-2-3 inning to keep the 

score 5-0 Hutto after one inning.

Anzaldna stranded a Hippo baserunner at third base in the 

top half of the second inning to keep the Hippos from extend-

ing their lead. 

Gabe Chapman led off the home half of the second 

inning with a double down the right field line. Caden 
Harris followed with a RBI double just inside the left 
field line to plate Chapman and get the Dawgs on the 
board. Harris stole third base and with one out, Domi-

nick Vasquez hit a fly ball to right field. Harris tagged 
up and came home but was called out for not sliding and 

contacting the Hippo catcher, keeping the score at 5-1 

Hutto after two innings.

The Hippos added on three runs in the third inning 

and three runs again in the fourth inning to take a 11-1 

lead into the home half of the fifth inning. Vasquez had 
a one out single followed by Zach Wilson’s RBI dou-

ble and Daniel Izquierdo’s RBI single to make the score 

11-3 after five innings. This kept the Hippos from run 
ruling the Dawgs.

In the home half of the seventh inning, Blake Smith 

had a two out triple and went home when the throw 

from the outfield went into the Hippo dugout, making 
the final score a win for Hutto, 11-4.

The Dawgs will be back in action Friday evening 

hosting the Harker Heights Knights at Bulldawg Field 

with a 4:30 scheduled start time.

Dawgs drop district contest with Hutto
See WARD, 
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The entity listed below was filed under the chapter of Minnesota Statutes 
with the Office of the Secretary of State on the date listed below and 
that this entity or filing is registered at the time this certificate has been 
issued. Assumed Name: LACORA SHERIE BROOKS Principal Place of Busi-
ness:  25238 Hazel Ranch dr Katy, Texas [79938] Date Filed: 03/01/2023.

Notice of Federal Program Planning

For Copperas Cove ISD

The Copperas Cove Independent School District is currently in the application pro-

cess for the 2023-2024 Federal Programs listed below:

Title I, Part A: Improving Basic Programs

Title II, Part A: Teacher and Principal Training & Recruiting

Title III: English Language Learners and English Language Proficiency
Title IV: Student Support in Academic Enrichment

Perkins V: Strengthening Career and Technical Education for the 21st Century

IDEA B Formula & Preschool: Children with Disabilities

Eligibility for Title I, Part A services is based on low-income data. Eligibility for 

IDEA services is based on students with disabilities. These services are offered for 

students who would otherwise attend CCISD schools. 

Private Nonprofit Schools and/or Home Schools with government nonprofit sta-

tus interested in receiving program information and/or providing input into program 

planning for services may contact Kim Blalock, Coordinator of Federal Funding, at 

254-547-1227, no later than May 19, 2023.

Copperas Cove ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

sex, disability, or age in its programs, activities, or hiring practices. Contact Katherine 

Lewis, Director of Human Resources for inquiries regarding the Title IX policies.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Bid No. PW 2023-06-83

US 190 Utility Relocations Project

Notice is hereby given that the City of Copperas Cove will receive 

sealed bids for the below referenced item. Bids will be received on 

behalf of the City Public Works Department, Attn. Cynthia Taylor, 

at the City of Copperas Cove Public Works Department, located at 

1601 N. 1st St., Copperas Cove, TX  76522, until 2:00 p.m. on April 

26, 2023.  Bid opening will be held in the Public Works Conference 

Room, 1601 N. 1st St., Copperas Cove, TX 76522. Bids will be 

opened publicly and read aloud immediately after closing time.

Digital copies of the Bid Package, including Plans and Specifications 
can be obtained at no cost beginning April 10, 2023 from the 

Public Works Department, Cynthia Taylor, via e-mail at ctaylor@

copperascovetx.gov.  Reference bid number PW 2023-06-83.

A non-mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on April 18, 2023 

@ 10:00 a.m. in the Public Works Conference Room, 1601 N. 1st 

Street, Copperas Cove, TX 76522.

All employees directly employed on the work shall be paid not less 

than the established prevailing wage scale for work of a similar 

character in this locality. A prevailing wage determination for the 

work has been included with the contract associated with this project 

and is incorporated therein for all purposes. The Contractor shall pay 

not less than the general prevailing wages as established by the U.S. 

Department of Labor and shall keep accurate wage records accessible 

in accordance with Chapter 2258, Texas Government Code.

The City reserves the right to award the bid to either the lowest 

responsible bidder or to the bidder who provides goods or services 

at the best value for the City, in accordance with the Texas Local 

Government Code.

Further information may be obtained from the Public Works 

Department by calling 254-547-0751.  All bids submitted must be 

plainly marked on the outside indicating the bid number, opening 

time and date. Award will be made at a later date. Any Bid received 

after closing time will be returned unopened. The City of Copperas 

Cove reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

HEAD START

TAKING APPLICATIONS!!!  (No Transportation Provided)

Cove Sunshine, North Drive and City Park Head Start are now accepting applica-

tions for the 2023-2024 school year. Head Start is a pre-school offering excellent ed-

ucational opportunities along with medical, dental, developmental, and nutritional 
benefits at no cost. The Head Start approach of individualized care and guidance is 
well suited to helping children with disabilities. Children between the ages of 3 and 
5 may be eligible.  There is no charge for participation in Head Start.  Pick up your 
application now at the Head Start Center at 1105 Leonhard Street, 1008 N. Drive or 
1202 West Avenue B. For more information, call your local center at 547-0769, 547-
1771 or 547-4465 or Hill Country Community Action Association at  325/372-5167

HEAD START

ESTA ACEPTANDO APLICACIONES !!! (Ningun Transporte Proporcionado)

  Cove Sunshine, North Drive and City Park Head Start esta aceptando aplicaciones 

para el ano 2023-2024. Head Start es una escuelita para ninos de edad 3-5 anos 

que califican. Head Start ofrece oportunidades excelentes para educacion y tambi-
en beneficos de medico, dental, desarrollo, y de alimento. Head Start ofrece mucha 
ayuda para ninos y familias.  No cuesta nada para que su nino atiende el programa 
de Head Start. Puede usted recojer ahora una aplicacion para solicitar un puesto en 

Head Start. Para mas informacion llame a la Head Start, 1105 Leonhard Street, 1008 

North Drive, 1202 West Avenue B, # del telefono: 254/547-0769, 547-1771 or 547-
4465 or Hill Country Community Action Association at 325/372-5167.

EARLY HEAD START

TAKING APPLICATIONS !!!   ( No Transportation Provided)

Copperas Cove Early Head Start is now accepting applications for the 2023-2024 
school year. Early Head Start is a birth – 3 year program offering excellent educa-
tional opportunities along with medical, dental, developmental, and nutritional 
benefits at no cost. The Head Start approach of individualized care and guidance is 
well suited to helping children with disabilities. Children between the ages of 6 wks 
and 3 yrs may be eligible. There is no charge for participation in Early Head Start. 
Pick up your application now at the Early Head Start/Head Start 

Center at 1008 North Drive St. For more information, call your local center at 
254/547-1771 or  Hill Country Community Action Association at 325/372-5167.

EARLY HEAD START

ESTA ACEPTANDO APLICACIONES !!! (Ningun Transporte Proporcionado)

 Copperas Cove Early Head Start esta aceptando aplicaciones para el ano 2023-
2024 Early Head Start es una escuelita para ninos de edad 0-3 anos que califican. 
Early Head Start ofrece oportunidades excelentes para educacion y tambien benef-
icos de medico, dental, desarrollo, y de alimento. Early Head Start ofrece mucha 
ayuda para ninos y familias.    No cuesta nada para que su nino atiende el pro-
grama de Early Head Start. Puede usted recojer ahora una aplicacion para solicitar 
un puesto en Early Head Start. Para mas informacion llame a la Head Start, 1008 
North Drive St, # del telefono: 254/547-1771 or Hill Country Community Action 
Association at 325/372-5167.

254.371.0618 | kitchentuneup.com
Each franchise is locally owned & operated.

KITCHEN REMODELS IN ONLY 1-5 DAYS!

1 Day Tune-Up � Cabinet Painting � Custom Cabinets

Redooring � Refacing � And Much More!

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that public hearings will be held in the 
City Council Chambers of the City of Copperas Cove Information 
Technology Center, 508 South 2nd Street.  The public hearings 
will be held by the Planning and Zoning Commission on April 
24, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. and by the City Council on May 16, 2023 
at 6:00 p.m.  The purpose of the hearings is to allow the citizens 
of Copperas Cove an opportunity to be heard in connection with 
Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council consideration 
described as follows:

A public hearing request to Rezone property by Edward 
Payne, representing Iron Oaks Properties, LLC, from B-4 
(General Retail District) to B-5 (Commercial Services Dis-
trict) for Coryell County Property ID’s: 100598 and 100599, 
consisting of 0.5 acres, located at 404 and 408 E. Avenue D, 
Copperas Cove, TX.

Anyone having an interest in this request is invited to attend and 

present comments. 

SCAN HERE TO 
APPLY ONLINE:

www.richesondq.com

NOW 
HIRING

ALL POSITIONS | COMPETITIVE PAY

Paid Holidays and Vacation

Incentive Pay Potential and 

Career Advancement

Positions for Management and 
Team Members available in 

other locations.

Gatesville

Open House Sat, 4/22 
 From 10am-4pm 

3/2/2 w/bonus room, 10.02 acres 
Built in 2005 w/2323 SqFt. 

223 PR 3449, Kempner 
Shawlyn Fraughton, Realtor 

Texas Real Estate Sales 
254-458-8459

April 8, 2024April 8, 2024

www.richesondq.com
www.copperascovetx.gov
www.kitchentuneup.com
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“I am happy to be a 

part of Extraco and the 

values we place when it 

comes to family first and 

our values on what we 

want to support personal-

ly. This is personally very 

dear to my heart as my 

12-year-old son was diag-

nosed with autism at the 

age of 3,” said Extraco 
Relationship Banking Su-

pervisor Tiffany Holley. 

“I am excited that Extra-

co was able to be a part 

of the autism walk in 

Copperas Cove this year 

and many years ahead.” 
Copperas Cove 

ISD has conducted an 

autism awareness walk 

for six years and plans 

to continue the annual 

event for families like 

the Garza family whose 

son, Alex, was also di-

agnosed with autism at 

the age of 3.

“Having the oppor-

tunity to share our chil-

dren’s story with our 

community brings us all 

joy. The autism aware-

ness walks are always 

memorable to the chil-

dren and all involved. 

The opportunity to visit 

and see each child in his 

or her own special way 

is always a great plea-

sure,” Alex’s mother, 
Briana Garza said. 

Copperas Cove 

High School general 

education students in-

cluding members of the 

CCHS JROTC, HOSA, 

AVID, football play-

ers, CCJHS Starlettes 

and Cheerleaders, Stu-

dent 2 Student Groups, 

4-H, and special edu-

cation staff from every 

campus offer enticing 

sensory activities and 

various games for stu-

dents being honored 

at the event. Rocks & 

Roots Realty Group and 

Accurate Construction 

are also sponsoring the 

event. 

“I feel the way peo-

ple see and interact with 

my son has made a huge 

impact in his life. He 

has love for everyone. 

He has grown so much 

and has been accepted 

for who he is. He will 

leave you with a smile 

on a bad day. He will 

give you a hug when 

needed,” Garza said. 
“Alex has grown to be 

a loving young boy. I 

thank my community 

for accepting him and 

his peers for who they 

are.”

Autism  -  From Page 1

Power Plant, and was at one point home 
to almost 50,000 residents. Source of 
the name? A nearby river, which is also 
called Pripyat. It was a model Soviet 
community until it wasn’t, the result of 
the power plant having a critical melt-
down that irradiated much of Eastern 

Europe and forced much of the region to 
be evacuated (which might be a column 
in and of itself). 

For an example closer to home, 
consider Ding Dong, Texas. Contrary to 
the popular joke, the town has nothing to 
do with name-brand snack cakes. Rather, 

Zulis Bell and his nephew Bert set up 
a country store near a site used to cross 
the Lampasas River. A sign created for 
the store depicted a pair of bells and the 
words “Ding Dong” as sound effects, and 
the name stuck.

Consider it a bit of an unofficial 

homework assignment to look up the 
history of the town you live in and how 
it got its name. After all, you live where 
you live, so why not learn a little more 
about it? If nothing else, perhaps you’ll 
find an interesting story you can share 
with everyone. 

Insanity  -  From Page 4

Since

1894Leader Press

C o P P e r a s  C o v e

Leader Press

C o P P e r a s  C o v e

Copperas Cove’s 
Hometown newspaper 

ssince 1894

Call today to start with our 

next publication! 

254-547-4207
$36

www.amemovers.com
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Get Discount Tickets at SRFestival.com

42
nd Annual

Full Combat Jousting, 20+ Stages

Authentic Artisan Demonstrations

Birds of Prey Exhibitions

Artisan Marketplace with 200+ Shoppes

Themed Weekends, Fun for Kids & so much more!

Kids 12 & Under Get in Free! Seniors $10 Off at the Gate!

APRIL 8 THRU MAY 29
Saturdays, Sundays & Memorial Day Monday

Just 60 Miles North of Waco

Previously, Cove House provided temporary shelter 

to families and displaced individuals, but changed up its 

program to provide longer-term assistance to help people 

get on their feet and into a stable, permanent living situ-

ation. 

“Over the past several years Cove House has devel-

oped the Firm Foundation program to better assist those 

seeking to build a better life and return to permanent, af-

fordable housing,” Hawkins said. 
“This program has had great success but it does re-

strict the overall number of people that can receive ser-

vices. The only solution to this particular issue is creating 

more space.”
The shelter has had a plan and has been working to 

raise funds to double its occupancy from four units to 

eight.

Hawkins had initially requested $475,000 in funds on 

behalf of Cove House, toward its expansion. 

The original estimated cost for the expansion was 

$500,000, Hawkins said. 

“We were hopeful to find some additional funding as 

well as possible discounts or donations from the builder 

and suppliers. In the time since the original request was 

made (to the council), building prices have skyrocketed,” 
he said. 

The proposed building is 5,544 square feet, and at 

a price of $150 per square foot, today’s cost would be 

$831,600.

“We have a proposed partnership with Dustin Dewald 

that will make it possible to complete this structure for substan-

tially less money,” Hawkins said. Through that partnership, the 
building can be completed for $600,000. 

Hawkins has submitted the proposal to the city for the 

council’s consideration at its upcoming meeting on April 18.

He is asking for Cove House supporters to attend the 

meeting, or if they can’t attend, to contact the city council 

members directly.

For nearly 28 years, Cove House has served the City of 

Copperas Cove by providing shelter, food, clothing, toiletries 

and other items needed for day-to-day living. The facility also 

provides a computer lab for job searches, resume writing, and 
on some occasions class work as well as ID applications. 

Ten years ago, Cove House opened the Cove House Free 

Clinic and currently provides several basic and specialty 

disciplines to those in need in our community.

This coming Tuesday, April 18, the city council will 

meet, and on the proposed agenda is an item to allocate 

the remainder of the city’s ARPA coronavirus relief funds. 

So far, the city received $8,235,166.01, of which 

$7,544,132 million has already been dedicated to city in-

frastructure projects, public safety, and broadband infra-

structure, as well as premium pay for essential city work-

ers. 

However, the city has $691,000 left in unallocated 

funding.

Unallocated projects on the list for council consider-
ation include a Firearms Range Cover & Storage Build-

ing, Fire Operations Personal Protective Equipment, Fire 

Operations Medical Equipment, the reconfiguration and 
expansion of Fire Station #3, and outside requests from 

Boys and Girls Club of Central Texas for its Phase 2 de-

velopment, as well as the Cove House expansion project, 
all of which total $1.7 million.  

ARPA  -  From Page 1

ing physical issues which 

caused her being unable 

to walk for almost two 

months in 2021. 

“Slowly, with hours 

and hours of physical ther-

apy and personal training 

I started to move again,” 
she said. “Our trips to Col-

orado were stretched out to 

two days to get there to re-

lieve our bodies of stress. 

“Then, in November 

of 2021 I booked three 

states in the Southwest 

Mainly Marathons Series, 

with lots of prayer to be 

able to drive there, walk 

the distances and drive 

home without a setback.”
She said the three 

half-marathons took her 

five hours each to com-

plete, but she got there, 

walked and jogged her 
way through, then returned 

home to Texas with no 

pain and no setback. 

The year 2022 began 

with Ward knowing she 

had 14 more to complete 

and knowing that near-

ly two years being out of 

commission had set her 

behind. 

Last spring, she put 

the nose to the grindstone 

and set in plans to complete 

the final states to reach her 
goal. She went on to com-

plete seven half-marathons 

in June, two in July, two in 

September. 

Also in 2022 came a 

big challenge for Ward – 

visiting seven states for 

half-marathons in 11 days. 

She continued her races 

and went from five hours, 
to under four hours’ com-

pletion time. 

Then came the Bass 

Pro Half-Marathon in 

Missouri, which was state 

number 49 for Ward. She 

knew she needed to com-

plete a race physically in 

Missouri. 

“I couldn’t shake the 

conviction that I needed to 

return to Missouri and offi-

cially do a half (marathon) 

on their soil. I had done a 

virtual (half marathon) in 

Texas,” she said. “Thanks 
to a sweet friend, Pamela 

Walker Shank, who picked 

me up at the Springfield 
(Missouri) airport late on 

a Friday after getting my 

packet for me, then took 

me to the race early Satur-

day morning, I was able to 

finish that half-marathon 

in 3:35:59, and even re-

ceived third place for my 

age group.”
Her friend then 

whisked her back to the 

airport the following 

Monday so Ward could 

return to Texas. 

At the end of January 

2023, after she complet-

ed Copperas Cove’s Po-

lar Bear Plunge 5K, Ward 

was given a surprise cel-

ebration by her friends 

and presented with cake, 

balloon, cards and gifts.

She had just returned 
from Hawaii, the loca-

tion of her 50th half-mar-

athon.

“The odds of my do-

ing this were not in my 

favor, but hard work, 

prayer and divine heal-

ing have made it possi-

ble. So much so that I 

now have another goal, 

to run a 10K in all 50 

states. Age is a num-

ber. Determination is a 

choice. Hard work won’t 

kill you!” she tells other 
seniors, and anyone else. 

“Go for it!”

Ward  -  From Page 6
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The above floor plan of a proposed 6-plex for Cove House Emergency Homeless Shelter would double the number of people that the shelter can serve.
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