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YOUR FORECAST

Partly cloudy skies and mild temperatures

Partly cloudy Monday with a high of 87.
Partly cloudy Tuesday with a high of 85.

High Sunday in the low to mid 80s.
Low Sunday night in the mid 60s.
No rain in the forecast until late week.
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Argument over
cell phone
brings about
arson charges

Leader Staff Report

An apparent argument over
a cellphone landed two Gram-
bling residents in the Lincoln
Parish Detention Center after
theriftescalatedinto suspected
arson.

Grambling city police ar-
rested Tanaja Abreiana Har-
ris, 31, and L.C. Lewis, Jr., 65,
shortly before 7 p.m. Thursday
at Lewis’s Adams Avenue resi-
dence.

According to the arrest af-
fidavits for both Harris and
Lewis, the incident report-
edly began when Harris’ ex-
boyfriend called police telling
them Harris had come to his
residence accusing him of hav-
ing her cellphone.

Lewis was with Harris, ac-
cordingtothereport. Whenthe
complainant told the pair he
didn’t have the phone, Harris
allegedlyreachedintotheback
of the vehicle she and Lewis
were in, got a gasoline can and
begantothrow gasoline toward
her former boyfriend and his
vehicle.

Harris struck a match, re-
portedlyignitingherself as well
asthecomplainant’sfront yard

By Caleb Daniel

Henderson visits Tech hefore
anticipated president vote

Talks search process, vision for university at town hall

caleb@rustonleader.com

The Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity community heard
firsthand from Univer-
sity of Louisiana System
President Jim Henderson
Thursday forlikely the only
time before he is expected
to be named Tech’s next

president.

Henderson met with
representatives of Tech
faculty, students and ath-
letics in private sessions
Thursday before holding a
90-minute, town hall-style
public meeting on campus
with a mixed crowd of uni-
versity stakeholders.

He is set to interview

with the UL System Board

See HENDERSON VISITS, page 14

Leader photo by Caleb Daniel
University of Louisiana System President Jim Henderson (right) shakes hands with
faculty members at Louisiana Tech prior to a town hall at Howard Auditorium Thursday.

By Caleb Daniel

caleb@rustonleader.com

at 6 p.m. at the Claiborne Building
Conference Center in Baton Rouge

See ARSON CHARGES, page 5

p.m.

Cold Case
On sixth anniversary of

The University of Louisiana Sys-
tem Board of Supervisors will inter-
view System President Jim Hender-
sonfortheLouisianaTech University
president position Wednesday at 7

The board’s special meeting agen-
da shows it will call a public forum

before reconvening at 7 to interview
Henderson forthe Tech post currently
held by the retiring Les Guice.

The interview will likely have a
public portion and a closed-doors
portion in executive session.

After deliberations, the final
agenda item is discussion regarding
“University of Louisiana System

Tech president interview slated for Wednesday night

President, and/or appointment, and
related actions.”

UL System Board Chair Elizabeth
Pierre has not responded to requests
for comment on the meeting, includ-
ing whether the board expects to
vote on Henderson’s appointment
Wednesday night or atits subsequent
regular meeting Thursday morning.

See INTERVIEW, page 14

By Nancy Bergeron

Grambling chamber honors community leaders

woman’s death, family,
police still seek answers

By Nancy Bergeron
nancy@rustonleader.com

At1:38a.m. Sunday, it
will have have been six
years since Sheila Jack-
son’s body was found in
the travel lanes of U.S.
167, approximately one-
half mile south of the
intersection with East
Tennessee Avenue.

Ruston police inves-
tigators still don’t know
what happened. They
and Jackson’s family
continue to ask the pub-
lic for help in solving the
crime.
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“There
are no new
leads, but
the case is
| still consid-
| eredopen,”
Deputy
Ruston Po-
lice Chief
Chad Hamlin said.

Allinvestigatorsknow
forsureisthatitappears
Jackson, 52, of Ruston,
was walking south on
U.S. 167 when she was
struck by a vehicle.

RPD received a call
at 1:28 a.m. that Sunday
about a pedestrian hav-
ing been hit. The only
evidence located at the
scene was a Grambling
State University fan
flag that attaches to an

Sheila
Jackson

See COLD CASE, page 5

nancy@rustonleader.com

Members of the
Greater Grambling
Chamber of Com-
merce gathered Thurs-
day night to honor five
individuals and one
university program
they say have made
their city abetterplace
to live.

Honorees were Gor-
dan Ford and Lincoln
Preparatory School,
R.W.E. Jones Educa-
tion Award; Grambling
State University’s Call
Me MiSTER program,
alsowinninganR.W.E.
Jones Education
Award; police Chief
Tommy Clark, Jr., L.
D. Land Government
Award; Martha Foster-
Dawson, A. D. Smith
Business Award; An-
thony Gray, Thelma
Smith Williams Com-
munity Service Award;
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Leader photo by Nancy Bergeron

Award winners at Thursday night’s Greater Grambling Chamber of Commerce
Community Contributions Banquet were from left, Anthony Gray, Thelma Smith
Williams Community Service Award; George Noflin, R.W.E. Jones Education Award
for Grambling State University’s Call me MiSTER program; Gerald Ellis accepting
the Dr. Rhonda R. Pruitt Award on behalf of Rev. Dr. Earl J. Griffin, Sr.; Martha
Foster-Dawson, A. D. Smith Business Award; Jerry Lewis, accepting the L. D.
Land Government Award on behalf of Grambling police Chief Tommy Clark, Jr.;
and Gordan Ford, R. W.E. Jones Education Award for Lincoln Preparatory School.

and Rev. Dr. Earl J.
Griffin, Sr., Dr.Rhonda
R. Pruitt Special Rec-
ognition Award.
“Your dedication
and commitment to
excellence has made a
positive contribution
on our city and the

citizensof Lincoln Par-
ish,” Grambling Mayor
Alvin Bradley, Jr., told
the awardees.

The banquet was
the chamber’s first
since 2018. The annual
gathering was sus-
pended because of the

COVID-19 pandemic.
Chamber Treasurer
BarbaraMcIntyre said
the organization is
made up of people
“who have a heart
for Grambling, who

See CHAMBER, page 5
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“We're here to help you make decisions.”

~Jason McKee
licensed funeral director
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Sharing Mama
Josie’s vision
about food

While recently traveling between New Orleans
and Ruston, Tom and I stopped at one of our fa-
vorite places — Middendorf’s in Manchac. We’re
not the only ones fond of Middendorf’s. It’s a
restaurant that has been delighting the masses
for close to 90 years.

This time was certainly no different. In fact,
we planned the stop the day before and made sure
we were good and hungry when we arrived. After
ordering, my eyes fell on a picture of Mama Josie.

Back in the day, Josie Middendorf did all the
cooking using her own recipes. She’s the one who
originated the legendary house specialty — thin
fried catfish. They will tell you people couldn’t
get enough of it and I'm here to tell you, decades
later, I'm a loyal member of that crowd.

However, what really caught my eye was the
sign that read “Mama Josie’s Spice Rack.” I don’t
know how I'd managed to miss this during previ-
ous visits but after reading the wording, I was
convinced Mama Josie and
I would have gotten along
famously.

Mama Josie’s Spice Rack
includes your basic salt and
pepper shakers, a couple of
brands of hot sauce, some
Tony’s Creole Seasoning,
ketchup and, well, that’s
about it. But what I really
took to was why that spice By
rack was even there in the | Cathi Cox-Boniol
first place.

Accordingto Mama Josie,it’sbecauseshedidn’t
believe in seasoning the catfish. She wanted the
flavor of the fish to shine. So, after sheering the
catfish fillets into thin strips, and I do mean thin
pieces, she simply coated them with a cornmeal
and flour breading. The fillets are then fried up
and served piping hot and crispy with nothing to
mask the flavor of the catfish. You're then on your
own to do whatever damage you see fit.

I appreciate Mama Josie not wanting to detract
from the natural flavor of the catfish. She and I
are obviously cut from the same cloth. I have very
strong feelings about adding things to my food
that will keep me from tasting its original glory.

Take pancakes. I don’t understand putting
syrup on pancakes. Once you do that, you can’t
taste the pancake. So, I prefer my pancakes and
waffles plain with a little butter so they won’t be
dry. Don’t even try and get me to add syrup and
create a soggy mess on my plate. However, the
texture thing is a whole other workshop we can
hold for another time.

Thentherearebiscuits. My Tom lovestoslather
a biscuit with every imaginable type of jelly, mar-
malade or jam. Most people are that way. Not me.
I want to be able to taste biscuit, not jelly.

That means I'm going plain every time. And
I guess that’s why I like Middendorf’s catfish so
much.

People have wondered where my strange food
proclivities come from. I come from a long line of
people who like a little food with their spice. And
while I'm a self-proclaimed catfish snob because
I'm so accustomed to my daddy’s, he can whip
somethingupand assuremeit’smild butonetaste
and my face is paralyzed with my head about to
explode. It has always been that way.

That’s also why on so many occasions when
everyone else has been having some standard
Louisiana dish, I’ve settled for a hot dog or grilled
cheese. And yes, pretty plain.

I’'m okay with that. We all have our thing that
makes us unique. Everybody else can singe their
tastebuds with every spice available or satisfy their
sweet tooth with loads of syrup and whatever else.

As for me, I'm cherishing the bonding moment
I shared with Mama Josie and the notion that it’s
okay to be basic and even simple. I'm all about
celebratingthe plainnessthat canlet aflavor shine.
And that can apply to all kinds of facets in life.

So pass me another piece of that plain yet
yummy Middendorf thin and crispy catfish. Just
keep the spice rack to yourself.

CELEBRATIONS
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churches.

of the original landowner.
Blocks of land were set
aside for a courthouse, a
school, and a cemetery. Later,
more land was given for the
construction of the Baptist,
Methodist and Presbyterian

To interest people from the

A History of Ruston — Fart /Il

The railroad officials im-
ported a surveyor from New
York to lay out the town, thus
accounting for the unusual
width and symmetry of Rus-
ton’s streets. To this newly-
divided tract of land was given
the name “Russ Town,” later
changed to Ruston, in honor

surrounding territory in the
new town site, a big barbecue
was given in July, 1884. Pas-
senger serviceontherailroad
had been established by that
time and people came from
all along the line to eat free
barbecue and hear the virtues
of Ruston extolled.

Railroad Avenue and North Trenton Corner — the Gullatt’s that is shown in the picture is located about
where Mary Lou’s is today (1959). If this is a little confusing, old-timers will remind you that this corner
building now occupied by Carpenter’s was not built at the time this picture was taken.

October 28
Jade Millage, 14 yrs. old

To have a celebration pub-
lished call 255-4353.
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Ways to help manage osteoarthritis

Osteoarthritis (OA)
is the most common
form of arthritis and
affects over 32.5 million
U.S. adults. OA is a de-
generative joint disease
that causes pain and
stiffnessand canleadto
limited function.

OA of the knee is
the most common type,
affecting more than 12
million Americansages
65 and older. The signs
and symptoms of OA
canvary, butcommonly
include joint stiffness,
painduringactivity,and
cracking or creaking
noises around the joint.

“Although there is
no treatment that can
reverse OA, physical
therapy can help in-
dividuals manage the
symptoms conserva-
tively through appro-
priate and individual-
ized exercise programs
and other treatments
provided by physical
therapists,” said Rachel
Prusynski, PT, DPT,
PhD, aspokesperson for
the American Physical
Therapy Association.
“Physical therapy may
also help to prevent a
worseningof OAandthe
need for invasive pro-
cedures and prescribed
pain medications.”

Backed by research.
Many studies have
shown that physical
therapy is effective in
helping manage OA.
Now, a new report re-
leased by the American
Physical Therapy As-
sociation provides an-
other reason to choose
physical therapy for
OA of the knee over
commonly used steroid
injections — the over-
all value that physical
therapy delivers to pa-

tients and the health
care system.

In addition to sav-
ing health care dollars,
physical therapy helps
patientsincrease mobil-
ity, balance, strength
and flexibility, ultimate-
ly contributingtobetter
health and lowering the
risk of conditions that
couldrequireadditional
health care services
down the road.

PeoplewithOAshould
increase their physical
activity routines more
gradually than those
without OA and should
avoid high-impact exer-
cises (think jumping or
pounding movements
on the joints).

Prusynski suggests
five ways to manage
OA symptoms through
movement:

« Regular physi-
cal activity can help
maintain and improve
movement and func-
tion, and reduce joint
pain for people with
OA. Physical therapists
canprescribeatailored,
individual physical ac-

tivity plan, which in
addition to helping with
OA symptoms, can also
boost heart health and
facilitate weight loss.

« Muscle strength
training with exercises
primarily aimed at the
large muscle groups
around thekneeandhip
joints. Muscle strength-
ening exercises include
lifting weights or work-
ing with resistance
bands.

« Low-impact aero-
bics activities put less
stress on the joints and
include brisk walking,
cycling, swimming, wa-
ter aerobics, light gar-
dening, certain group
exercise classes and
dancing.

- Balance exercises
like walking backward,
standingononefootand
taichiareimportantfor
those who are at risk
of falling or who have
trouble walking. Having
OA can increase your
risk of falling, so it’s
important to build your
balance and strength.

- Flexibility exer-

iStock via Getty Images Plus
There are exercises and training you can do if you are suffering from Osteoarthritis,
including muscle training and low-impact workouts like yoga and stretching.

ciseslikestretchingand
yoga are important for
people with arthritis to
reduce muscle tension
and strain. Yoga can be
modified for those with
arthritis. Some people
with OA have joint stiff-
ness that makes daily
tasks difficult. Doing
daily flexibility exer-
cises helps maintain
your range of motion
so you can keep doing
everyday things like
household tasks, hob-
bies and visiting with
friends and family.
Physical therapists
are movement experts
who improve quality
of life through hands-
on care and remote
telehealth visits, pa-
tient education, and
prescribed movement.
They are important
members of your health
care team and often
work closely with other
health care providers,
including your primary
carephysician. Tolearn
moreand find aphysical
therapistnear you, visit
ChoosePT conl.


www.choosept.com
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WEEKENDS WITH DART

mary Elizabetn miller ouer 0OMMMUNIty comes together with
DART for Radiothon success

Mary Elizabeth Mill-
er Heuer of Jonesboro,
enteredintoeternalrest
on October 15, 2023, at
the age of 92.

She was born in Or-
ange, Texas,onJune15,
1931, to the late Mary
Barbier Miller Light-
sey and Clarence John
Miller.

She was preceded in
death by her beloved
husband, Edward Jo-
seph Heuer; son, Eric
Edward Heuer; and
brothers, Clarence
John Miller and Law-
rence Charles Miller.

She is survived by
her daughter, Ramona
Heuer Ross (husband,
Leonard) of Monrovia,
California; grandson,
Darien Joseph Ross of
Lancaster, California;
brother-in-law, Frank
M. Heuer, Sr. of New
Orleans; and a host of
nieces and nephews.

Mary and her family
moved to New Orleans
when she was a young
child. She graduated
from John McDonogh
High School in New Or-
leans and shortly after
married Ed, the love of
her life.

They lived in New
Orleans until Ed took
a job with North Loui-
siana Gulf Railroad in
Jonesboro, where they
lived together for over
50years. Anavidreader
and quite the intellect,
Mary enjoyed staying
up to date on current
events.

Her thirst for knowl-
edge led to a desire to
further her education,
which she accom-
plished at UL-Monroe
where she received a
degree in geography
in 1995. While taking
a botany class there,
Mary discovered a new
species of violet grow-

ing on the land behind
her back yard.

It’s unknown if she
ever got credit for this
discoverybutit was cer-
tainly something that
she felt quite proud of.
Because of her love of
botany, you could show
heraleaf, flower orseed
and she could tell you
everything about it.

Maryand Ed enjoyed
volunteering and spent
a lot of time visiting
with the residents at
Forest Haven Nursing
Home in Jonesboro.
They also helped on
several occasions with
Red Cross Disaster Re-
lief. Mary wasalsoapoll
worker for severallocal
and national elections.

She attended the
Presbyterian Church,
USA, of Ruston, for
many years.

Thefamily wouldlike
to express their deep
appreciation to Judy
Daly, Mary’sloving, de-
voted caregiver for the
past 2 years. “Judith”
(as Mary liked to call
her), would share Bible
stories with her daily
which she especially
enjoyed.

Boone Funeral Home
in Bossier, is handling
arrangements.

A private, family in-
terment at Greenwood
Cemetery in New Or-
leans, will take place at
a future date.

Submitted photo

Ruston Civic Guild

meeting held

The Ruston Civic Guild met on Oct. 12 at Squire
Creek Country Club. Catherine Davison Mills pre-
sented the program on “Table Matters,” demon-
strating several beautiful holiday table settings.
Pictured are Donna Ewing, president; Catherine
Mills, presenter; and Nancy Vascocu, vice president.
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The Oxford English Diction-
ary defines “community” as,
“a group of people living in the
same placeorhavingaparticular
characteristic in common.” On
Oct. 12, however, “community”
had some different definitions
here in Ruston.

Community as Broadcast.
Q94.1 FM brought the Radiothon
totheairwaves and awarenessto
life before dawn, as Bill Brown
arrived and quickly wired his
Big Q truck for a remote broad-
cast. In minutes we officially
kicked off the most

faithful coverage and support
of DART.

Community as Nourish-
ment. For Karl Malone Toyota’s
4th annual Jambalaya Fund-
raiser for DART, a mountain of
savory food was produced by
a large number of kind folks.
Giant-hearted Rusty Wilfong
cooked, while Sharon Pettijohn
and Allison Ferguson began
months earlier to organize this
massive project. Eleven friends
gathered and chopped enough
vegetables and sausage for four-
teenpotsof jambalaya.

important fundraiser
of the year for DART.
Throughout the day,
others took the micro-
phone to continue the
broadcast. Thank you
to Rick Godley, Mike
Stone, Cary Brown,
Cliff Strider,and Barry
Gilliland for stepping

Terrie Queen Autrey

Many of Rusty’s fel-
low Rotarians came
to work that morning,
and other volunteers
stepped in to plate and
serve the traditional
Louisiana dish. Gifts
all around.
Community as Fra-
ternity. For the 20th

in.

Community as Grocery. With-
out a location, a Radiothon can-
notgather community members
for awareness or support. Super
1 Foods in Ruston has hosted
every single DART Radiothon
since 2002, allowing us to set up
inside and speak with shoppers
and supporters all day long.

Super 1 Manager Tim Hurt
also allowed the Jambalaya
fundraiser to be held in the store
parking lot this year, which
doubled the amount raised by
this lunch project.

Community as News. Much
good is done here, but if people
don’t know about it, community
impact is lessened. We thank
the Ruston Daily Leader for its

year in a row, mem-
bers of Kappa Sigma fraternity
worked in shifts from 6 a.m. to 6
p.m.,smilingand greeting Super
1shoppers,andaccepting Radio-
thon donations. This enthusias-
tic group of young men served
plates of jambalaya as well.

Community as Sorority. Al-
pha Chi Omega Beta Psi’s 9th
annual Walk a Mile, held Sat-
urday, was an important part
of the Radiothon. This soror-
ity’s national philanthropy is
domestic violence, and Alpha
Chi works throughout the year
to promote awareness and raise
funds. Members of Alpha Chi
also served plates of jambalaya
on Radiothon Day.

Community as Art. Following

the death of his father, banker
Terry Burns, last year, Ruston
native and professional photog-
rapher Paul Burns learned that
his parents’ first date was at
the Dixie Theatre. Paul took a
luminous photo of the Dixie in
early morning light and titled it
“First Date.”

With the partnership of Cen-
tury Next Bank, an online auc-
tion of the beautifully framed
photograph waslaunched onRa-
diothon morning. Many prints
and gifts of “First Date” also
wentonsale. All proceeds of both
the auction and the sales will go
to DART. The auction is live and
prints and puzzles will be sold at
Paul’s website, littlesotsphotog-
[raphy.con], until Dec. 5, when
Century Next hosts its annual
holiday art reception. Paul will
announce the auction winner
that night. We are grateful to be
therecipientsof suchameaning-
ful fundraiser.

Community as Partner-
ship. Over 30 people spoke at the
Radiothon, sharing their stories
and support of the work DART
has done for nearly thirty years.
We were grateful to have staff
and board members, commu-
nity leaders, judges, survivors,
members of law enforcement,
and a variety of others share
their stories and belief in DART
that day.

As a result of all of these
people, DART exceeded our
$80,000 goal, which was needed
to replace the loss of funding
from two federal grants. We left
Super 1 filled with amazement
and gratitude for the community
we are privileged to serve.

Louisiana Tech names Wick dean of GOES

Louisiana Tech News

experiences.

Tech, Thomas, in his

Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity has announced
the appointment of Col-
lin Wick as Dean of the
College of Engineering
and Science (COES).
Wick hasbeen with Loui-
siana Techfor16years,a
decade of which he has
spentinleadershiproles
within the COES.

“Under Dr. Wick’s
leadership, the College
of Engineering and Sci-
ence is poised to further
its rich history of inno-
vation and excellence
and dedication to our
students,” said Interim
Provost Donna Thomas.

“He is inheriting a
diverse team of talented
faculty, staff, and ad-
ministration that strives
endlessly to deliver the
world-class education
thatthe Collegeisknown
for, and I have no doubt
that Dr. Wick will serve
our campus community
with loyalty and pride.”

Wick most recently
served as associate dean
of research, a position
he will continue to hold,
and associate dean of
graduate studies, where
he spearheaded a pro-
posal for a new doc-

Collin Wick

toral degree program
expected to increase
enrollment following
approval from the Loui-
siana Board of Regents.
Before he was appointed
associate dean of gradu-
ate studies, Wick was
the program chair of
chemistry, where he
more than doubled en-
rollment.
Alongwithhisleader-
ship experience, Wick
brings a history of men-
toring, research, and
teaching to the role.
Under his guidance, the
Graduate Student Coun-
cilwasrevived toprovide
graduate students with
a platform to voice con-
cerns, plan events, cre-
ateprofessional develop-
ment opportunities, and
enhance their academic

Lincoln Parish

EARLY VOTING

Runoff Election
Early Voting is November 3-11
(Excluding Sunday, November 5 and
Friday, November 10 for Veteran’s Day)
-6:00 P.M.

Lincoln Parish Registrar of Voters Office
100 W Texas Ave, Ruston LA

Please bring a driver’s license or photo identification with a signature.
d  kok  kk kk kok hkk hkk kk Kk

8:30 A.M.

Wick’s teaching and
research experiencehas
helped the University
engagenew generations
of scientists and engi-
neersinsideand outside
the classroom.

Researchfromhislab
has resulted in over 80
peer-reviewed articles,
numerous conference
presentations,and near-
ly $13 million in grant
fundsforthe University.

He has also taught a
range of courses from
the freshman to the
graduate level. His
dedication to teaching
earned him the 2023
University Foundation
Professorship Award.

Wick’s family in-
cludes his wife of 24
years, DeEtte, who is
an alumna of Tech with
a master’s degree in
curriculumand instruc-
tion. He has two sons at

third year in the instru-
mentation and control
systems engineering
technology program,
and Lucas, in his sec-
ond year in sustainable
supply chain manage-
ment. His youngest
son Ashton, a senior at
Ruston High School,isa
dual enrollment student
at Tech.

“I’m thoroughly
humbled and honored
to be selected as COES
Dean and am grate-
ful for the support of
Louisiana Tech and the
College of Engineering
and Science,” Wick said,
“I will do my best to
build on the College and
University’scultureand
legacy of preparing our
studentstobecomelead-
ers in their fields, along
with providing service
to our community and
stakeholders.”

Update your
information.

Make sure Louisiana
Medicaid has your
correct mailing address,
email address and

cell phone number.

%!e GIVSENE]
4™ healthcare
connections.

Medicaid renewals
are happening.

DON’T LOSE YOUR COVERAGE!

Check the mail.

If you get a letter from
Louisiana Medicaid,
read it and respond
by the deadline on
your letter.

Even if you still qualify
for Medicaid, you must
renew by the deadline
on your letter to keep
your coverage.

So, don't wait.
Know your date.
And renew in time.

Learn more at
RenewMedicaidLA.com


www.raphy.com
www.renewmedicaidla.com
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THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

Voter turnout for
police jury races

Heading into last weekend’s primary
election, we thought the interest in the
police jury races would be high enough
to draw the masses to the polls.

We were wrong.

Voter turnout ranged from 16.3% in
District 9 to 40.5% in District 3. Accord-
ing to our research, the paltry turnout
in District 9 was the lowest for any race
over the last four police jury elections.

We held two public forums during
which candidates spoke to voters during
a time of importance for the jury as an
entity. Many issues have been raised in
the pastfew yearsthat made thiselection
paramount.

Still, people stayed away from the
polls. Is voter apathy just a part of our
human condition in modern times? Have
we reached a point that how our cities or
parishes are governed doesn’t mean that
much? Let’s hope this trend reverses.

Continued violence
in Jackson Parish

Jackson Parish Sheriff Andy Brown
and his office have been extremely busy in
October, and that’s not a good thing.

What started on Oct. 6 after a night of
celebration at Jonesboro-Hodge’s home-
coming game ended with two homicides
happening just a few hours apart. The
deaths of Bre’Untae Hicks and Devontre
“Dee” Jackson to gun violence were shock-
ingenough and tragic enough for families,
friends and the small community to cope
with.

Wednesday, there was another fatal
shooting in Jackson Parish. The JPSO
responded to a call on Gansville Road in
Jonesboroandfound amale with agunshot
wound. He was transported to a hospital,
where he was pronounced dead.

Two weeks, three violent incidents and
three men whose lives have ended.

This is not New Orleans, Baton Rouge
or Shreveport. A community this small
with family-oriented residents shouldn’t
be dealing with gun violence.

We just hope that cooler heads can
prevail and that no more of the senseless
violence strikes Jackson Parish. They’ve
been through enough.

City of Ruston's
annual Monster Mash

Parents in Ruston, plan to take your
little ghouls and goblins, and princesses
and super heroes to the annual Monster
Mash Halloween event planned for Oct.
26 in the city.

Throughout the year the city plans
events that cater tofamilies and this oneis
always one that we mark on the calendar.

From5:30to7p.m. atthe sports complex
onHwy. 167, children ages12and undercan
partake in the seasonal festivities thanks
to local businesses and merchants.

You’ll need a ticket to get in and those
canbeprinted or shown onamobiledevice.
According to the city, there will be more
than50boothsfilled with candy and games.

To obtain a ticket for the event, you can
visit the Ruston Parks & Recreation and
City of Ruston Facebook pages.

Dress up, have fun and make the most
of what our city has to offer.
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Those left behind deal with violence

In the last couple of weeks
the small community of Jackson
Parish has had to deal with three
tragic deathsto gun violence. Two
of those murders occurred within
hours of each other on one sense-
less night. The other this week.

Idon’tknow if any of those cases
areconnected, butindividually, it’s
just an anomaly for such a small,
rural area of Louisiana.

Doing this job — reporting on
violent crime — is something we
deal with often. Over the course of
my 30-plus years in the business, 1
can’t tell you how many

None of us, especially small
children, should ever be subject
tothatlevel of tragedy. I still weep
for her today.

While working in Leesville, I
dealt with one particular case in
which a man was shot dead on the
doorstep of hishomeinbroadday-
light while returning home from
work. The two gunmen thought
he was someone who wronged
them in a drug deal, and gunned
him down in a case of mistaken
identity.

In the blink of an eye, a man
who went to work to sup-

violent deaths in differ-
ent parts of Louisiana
I’ve written about.

A few of them stick
out more than others.
Like the day in Sulphur
when an ex-husband
kidnapped his ex-wife

port his family, minded
his own business and
returned home, wasgone
because he resembled
someone else.

He left behind a wife
andKkids, whohad to cope

v from that day forward

and daughter from their By with life absent a hus-
home and in the middle Brian Trahan band and father.
of a field in a standoff |— Many times here 1

with police, he shot and killed the
mother and then turned the gun
on himself. In front of their very
young daughter.

Those cases never leave my
memory. It’s the ugly side of hu-
man nature. It’s the darkness of
society that sometimes makes its
way into the light of day.

Eachyearonthemother’sbirth-
day, the grandfather cameintoour
office to place an ad in memoriam
of the mother, with the daughter
in hand. I smiled at the girl, gave
her apiece of candy each time and
wondered how in the world she’s
coping with such an event.

mentioned that I grew up in the
small town of Jennings in south
Louisiana. My father’s twin
brother happened to be the chief
detective of the Jeff Davis Parish
Sheriff’s Office. Like Sheriff Andy
Brown and his staff in Jackson
Parish, my uncle had the unenvi-
able job of working murder cases.

I can’t vividly remember too
many of those cases my uncle
worked.

Except for one.

In July of 1983 I was enjoying a
normal summer asany 17-year-old
would. Then, in a town less than
10 miles away, tiny Lake Arthur,

EAST TEXAS HUMOR

aman named Michael Perry com-
mitted massmurder. Hekilled five
members of his family, including
his parents, two cousins and his
2-year-old nephew.

This was a case my uncle could
never let go. Until his final days,
these particular murders affected
him like no other case he worked
on. Herarely spoke about the case
and when hedid, healwaysbecame
emotional.

Michael Perry’s murder spree
against his family terrorized the
community. He wasn’t caught
untiltwomonthslater,and during
that time nobody wanted to go out
alone or without protection. Even
as a carefree 17-year-old, it had a
profound effect on me.

Tragic violence always boils
down to one thing for me: people
are left in its wake to cope. Mon-
sters commit crimes. Innocent
people pay for it. Whether it’s a
high profile case like the Perry
murders or the yet to be named
victim who was killed by someone
wielding a gun this week in Jack-
son Parish.

As the old saying goes, guns
don’t keep people. People Kkill
people.

Dealing with the aftermath will
never change either. My heart
hurts for those families in Jack-
son Parish, just as it still does in
Sulphur, in Leesville and in Lake
Arthur.

Brian Trahan is editor of the
Ruston Daily Leader, a graduate of
Louisiana Tech and can bereached
at editor @rustonleader.

Things that ’'m glad | did, for now

If youread mylasttwo columns,
youknow thatI’'mnowmilkingthis
one-trick pony for all it’s worth —
including some mixed metaphors.
In my previous columns, I dis-
cussed things I haven’t done, and
things I've done and wish I hadn’t
—respectively (actually, there was
quite of bit of disrespect involved,
especially regarding Hooters.)

This time, I’ll share afew things
I’'m actually glad I did - for now.

1. First, this past year, I hired

(from me) and a full wipe down
of the front passenger window to
remove claw marks and tear stains.

But based on my eldest and
middle daughters’ experiences
with parent-taughtdrivinglessons
(and my inability to find a substi-
tute teacher), I thought sending
my youngest to a driving academy
mightbebetter for her self-esteem,
my cardiovascular health and our
liability insurance premiums.

3. If you’re still reading, you

someonetomowmy yard.
Yes, I could save some
cash if I did it myself,
and yes, my dad (who is
in his 80s) still mows his
own yard —and probably
doubtsmy parentage. But
considering that I often
pull muscles and pinch
nerves if I breathe too
heavily,I'll probably save

By
Jase Graves

may want to stop now
becausenextonthelistis
my switch several years
ago to boxer briefs. I was
raised in tighty-whities,
which, on me, basically
look like enormous dia-
pers (I know I’'ll be wear-
ing those soon enough).
Not only do I find boxer
briefsmore comfortable,

money on medical insur-
ance copays. Besides, I now have
more time to annoy my wife, three
semi-grown daughters and pets.
2. Speaking of my daughters,
I’'m currently paying for a series
of drivinglessons for my youngest
and quietest daughter. I still ride
along while she practices, which
almost always ends with apologies

they vaguely resemble
shorts, which is useful when I
forget to put on pants before going
out to check the mail.

4. Moving on from men’s un-
derwear to marital health (I'm
convinced the two are closely
related), for the past year, or so,
I’ve been asking my wife out for
a weekly date — and occasionally,

she says, “Yes.” When our three
daughters were younger, my wife
and I focused all of our time and
energy onthem, shapingand mold-
ing them into strong, intelligent
young women who know exactly
how to manipulate us out of our
cash.

Now thatthey aremore indepen-
dent (except for the cash part), I'm
tryingtodedicate moreattentionto
my wife’sneeds. So, when we goout
onour dates, Ilet her know I value
her and her opinions by allowing
her to choose where we eat — as
long as it’s my favorite Mexican
food restaurant.

I could go on and on (not really
— I'm pretty much out of ideas),
but I'll finish by saying that al-
though I've done plenty of things
I regret, and I haven’t done a lot
things that others have, marrying
an outstanding lady and having
three wonderful girls have made
up for life’s many shortcomings.
Oh, and the boxer briefs help, too,
especially when I go out to check
the mail.

Jase Graves is an award-win-
ning humor columnist from East
Texas. Contact him at susanjase@
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Stock Market Today

NEW YORK (AP) — Wall Street
racked up more losses Friday to close
out its worst week in a month.

The S&P 500 fell 1.3% for a fourth
straight drop. The Dow Jones Industrial
Average sank 286 points, or 0.9%, and
the Nasdaq composite tumbled 1.5%.

The stock market has been strug-
gling under the weight of the bond
market, where the yield on the 10-
year Treasury briefly topped 5% late
Thursday for the first time since 2007,
according to Tradeweb. High yields
make borrowing more expensive for
everyone, and they slow the economy
while dragging on prices for stocks and

EdwardJones®

Making Sense of Investing

Wall Sreet closes wth worst w

other investments.

The yield on the 10-year Treasury
was hanging within a hair of 5% early
Friday morning, before later easing
backt04.91%.1t’sbeen generally catch-
ing up to the Federal Reserve’s main
interest rate, which is already above
5.25% and atits highestlevel since 2001.

Yields swung a day earlier after in-
vestors took comments from Federal
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell to indi-
cate the central bank won’t raise its
main interest rate at its next meeting
Nov. 1. But financial markets are less
sure about what the Fed will do after
that, and the central bank has said its

This space could be yours

a .

upcoming moves will depend entirely
on how inflation and the job market
behave.

The Fed has raised its overnight
interest rate at a furious pace in hopes
of suffocatinghigh inflation, which has
come down from its peak last summer.
But a rise in oil prices is threatening
to add more upward pressure. Crude
prices remained volatile amid worries
about war in the Middle East.

A barrel of benchmark U.S. oil fell
62 cents to settle at $88.75. It’s been
bouncing around since the latest
Hamas-Israel war began, after leaping
from $70 to more than $93 during the
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eek in a month, more losses

summer. Brentcrude, theinternational
standard, slipped 22 cents to $92.16 per
barrel.

Gold’s price climbed as investors
herded into investments considered
safer ahead of a weekend of uncer-
tainty with the war. It rose $13.90 to
settle at $1,994.40 per ounce. Last week,
it jumped more than 3% heading into
the weekend.

Investorsarepullingsomany dollars
out of riskier investments and holding
so much cash to protect themselves
that a market-sentiment reading by
Bank of Americaissignaling “extreme
bearish.”
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Hunter Biden prosecutor to appear for closed-door testimony

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The special counsel
overseeing the Hunter
Biden investigation is
expected to testify before
a Congressional commit-
tee behind closed doors
as a GOP probe into the
Justice Department’s
handling of the case con-

tinues to unfold.

In a rare step, David
Weiss is set to appear for
a transcribed interview
before members of the
HousedJudiciary Commit-
tee on Nov. 7, two people
familiar with the mat-
ter told The Associated
Press Friday. The people

spoke on the condition
of anonymity to discuss
details of the closed-door
appearance.

It comes months af-
ter an Internal Revenue
Service agent testified
as part of a GOP probe
that the investigation
into the president’s son

COLD CASE continued from page 1

was “slow-walked” and
mishandled. Weiss has
denied one of the more
explosive allegations by
saying in writing that
he had final say over the
case.

Questionsabout Hunt-
er Biden’s business deal-
ings have been central to

automobile window.
Jackson’s remains
were identified several
days later after family
members reported her
missing. Rodney Jack-
son, Sheila Jackson’s
older brother, said his
sister’s body was intact
for the most part.
“People have said
things, but they were
dead ends,” said Rodney
Jackson, who now lives
in Denver, Colorado.
“We’re just hoping and
praying somebody out
there will say some-

thing.”

Sheila Jackson was
last seen alive in the
parking lot of a conve-
nience store at the cor-
ner of Farmerville Street
and Martin Luther King
Drive, according to fam-
ily.

She was one of eight
siblings and was known
to have addiction prob-
lems. But, in an inter-
view three years ago,
Rodney Jackson said his
sister was turning her
life around.

For the last five years

on Oct. 22, Sheila Jack-
son’s family has held a
vigil for her in the con-
venience store parking
lot. Because of a family
illness, that won’t hap-
pen this year.

But Rodney Jackson
still wants the commu-
nity to remember, and
he still wants people he
believes are out there
and know something
about his sister’s death
to come forward.

“Idon’twanthertobe
forgotten,” he said.

Anyone with any in-

formation aboutthecase
should call the Ruston
Police Department’s
Criminal Investigation
Division at255-4141 orre-
port a tip anonymously
through Ruston-Lincoln
Crime Stoppers.

Crime Stopper infor-
mation can be given in
several ways; either by
calling 318-255-1111, text
atipto “TIP515plusyour
message” to CRIMES
(274637), or submit a tip
online at www.ruston-
lincolncrimestoppers.
com.

a GOP-led impeachment
inquiry into the presi-
dent. That’s been led in
part by Judiciary Com-
mittee Chairman Jim
Jordan, whowasalsorun-
ning for speaker Friday
in a drawn-out election
that’s largely brought
legislative business to a
standstill.

The Justice Depart-
ment has previously of-
fered to let Weiss testify
about the authority he
had over the investiga-
tion, noting that it is an
“extraordinary step” for
a prosecutor to speak
to Congress while the
criminal investigation is
still open but saying it is
warranted due to deep
concernsabout “any mis-
representations about
our work thatcould harm
public confidence.”

Weiss is expected to
makeasingleappearance
next month. However,
the Justice Department
noted in a letter to the
Judiciary Committee

last month that he could
be called on for public
testimony after theinves-
tigation is over.

Weiss, who also serves
as[0:S.Attorney]for Dela-
ware, has been investi-
gating Hunter Biden for
five years, and the case
was expected to come
to a conclusion with a
plea deal on tax and gun
charges that spared him
jailtimethissummer. But
the agreement imploded
afteritcameunderscath-
ing GOP criticism as a
“sweetheart deal” and a
judge separately raised
questionsabouttheterms
in court.

Hunter Biden hasnow
been charged with three
felony firearm courts
related to his purchase
of a gun in 2018, a period
when he has acknowl-
edged struggling with
addiction. Weiss has also
indicated Hunter Biden
could face tax charges,
though none have yet
been filed.

CHAMBER continued from page 1

want to see Grambling prosper
and grow and who remember
what Grambling used to be” but
also have a vision for the future.

She called for commitments
from the approximately 200 peo-
ple present, as well as the entire
Grambling community, to work
together for the city’s future.

The Grambling chamber held
its first banquet in 2008 to honor
formerstate Rep. Rick Gallot who
was term-limited from seeking
reelection.

“Following the success of that
first banquet, members of the
Greater Grambling Chamber of
Commerce said ‘hey, let’s do it
again and let’s expand it,” cham-
ber President Reginald Owens
said.

That’s when the group added
awards.

Here’s a closer look at this
year’s recipients:

— R. W. E. Jones Education
Awardrecipient CallMe MiSTER
isaprogramthatseekstoincrease
the pool of available teachers
from amorediverse background,
particularly among the lowest-
performing elementary Schools.

Student participantsarelarge-
ly selected from under-served
socioeconomically disadvantaged
and educationally at-risk commu-
nities. Participants are expected

to teach in public schools.

MISTER is an acronym for
Mentors Instructing Students
Toward Effective Role models.

Lincoln Preparatory School
also won a Jones Award. The pre-
K through 12th-grade school is
Type Il charter school that draws
studentsfrom seven surrounding
parishes.

Gordan Ford, the school’s
executive director, was a 2024
Louisiana Principal of the Year
finalist. The school has recently
moved into a new $45 million
facility.

— L. D. Land Government
Award recipient Grambling Po-
lice Chief Tommy Clark, Jr., has
been at the helm of Grambling’
police department for more than
20 years.

His law enforcement career
began in the 1990s as a military
officer in the U. S. Army during
Operation Desert Storm. He was
inductedinthe Louisiana Justice
Hall of Fame this year. Clark is
past president of the Louisiana
Association of Chiefs, and is a
member of the Louisiana Traf-
ficking Prevention Commission
and Advisory Board.

—A.D.Smith Business Award
winner Martha Gail Foster-Daw-
son owned the former Martha’s
Boutique that started in Gram-

ARSON CHARGES continued from page 1

blingand 10 yearslaterrelocated
to downtown Ruston.

Theupscalespecialty women’s
clothingstore openedin 1986 and
closed in 2022.

A Mississippi native, Foster-
Dawson worked in the Los An-
geles fashion industry following
graduation from Jackson State
University. She spent 13 years
working in GSU’s data process-
ing center before opening the
boutique.

— Thelma Smith Williams
Community Service Award
Winner Anthony Gray says
his life revolves around family,
faith, community service and
business. After eight years with
United Healthcare, Gray started
his business, Statewide Health
Advisors.

The company shops for insur-
ance to helps customers choose
the best carrier for their needs.

—Dr.RhondaR. Pruitt Special
Recognition Award winner the
Rev. Dr. Earl Griffin, Sr., is past
of Lewis Temple CME Churchin
Grambling. Griffin is aleader in
the Christian Methodist Episco-
pal Church and has held offices
inthe annual conference and the |
district.

He has been a CME pastor
since 1992. Prior to that, Griffin
spent 20 years in the U.S. Army.

on Richmond Drive.

The complainant told officers he feared for his
life. He kicked the gasoline away, which burnt the
side of Harris’ vehicle, the report said.

Lewis and Harris fled. Officers located the pair
at Lewis’ residence. Harris was hiding under the
bed in the master bedroom.

Harrisis charged with simple arson, disturbing
the peace, and on GPD warrant for simple criminal
damage to property over $1,500. Lewis is charged
with disturbing the peace, obstruction of justice,
and accessory after the fact — simple arson.

Connect Anywhere,

Anytime.

Enjoy Free Internet Data on
Your Mobile Devices with ACP

You qualify today for the Government Free
Internet Program if a household of two has an
income of less than $39,440, or if you receive:

= Medicaid

« SNAP
« SSI

CALL TODAY (844) 621-9931

= Veterans Pension

= Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
= Tribal Assistance Program

= Housing Assistance

maxsip

Get a subsidized 4G
Android Tablet for $20

VI



www.u.s.attorney
www.argentadvisors.com

hoice

of your (.

Live Dan

“In the same way, those of you who
do not give up everything you have

cannot be my disciples. ?

Luke 14:33 NIV

The advice to live dangerously is
not meant to suggest that we should stop
wearing seatbelts or taking our prescribed
medicine, but rather that we should take
some risks which might transform our lives

for the better.

“Nothing ventured, nothing gained”
is as true in the stock market as it is in
our everyday lives, and especially in our
spiritual lives. The patriarchs and prophets
of the Bible never lived lives of comfort and
security. They were sojourners in strange
lands, warriors for the Lord, and men and
women who took great risks precisely
because of their devotion and obedience to

God.

Consider Jesus’s instructions to the twelve
disciples when he sent them out to
proclaim the Kingdom of God: “Take nothing
for the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread,
no money, no extra shirt.” (Luke 9:3 NIV)
Definitely not advice for a safe and well-
planned trip, but it is exactly what one would
expect if one has totally surrendered him- or

herself to God.

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus frequently
sounds like he is trying to dissuade people

gerously

from following him, saying, for example,
“You must take up your cross and bear it.”
What Jesus appears to be saying here, and
in countless other places, is that devotion to
God comes at a cost, and often a very high
cost. Life was never meant to be easy, and
even less so for those who choose to devote

themselves to God.

- Christopher Simon
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AUDIOLOGY & HEARING AIDS, LLC

LOCALLY OWNED

Hometown Proud
Schedule your
appointment today!

318-251-1572

Or. Jerrilyn Frasier
Audiolagist

1503 Goodwin Road, Ste. 250
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cathedral of Praise Worship
Center - 2877 Highway 33, Ruston

First Assembly of God - 1400
Woodward Ave., Ruston

BAPTIST
Alabama - 16061 Hwy. 151, Arca-

dia

Barnett Springs — 1601 S. Barnett
Springs Rd., Ruston

Calvary - 5200 Hwy 167 Vienna

China Grove Missionary - 406
Vernon St., Ruston

Christ Temple Baptist Church -
7349 Hwy 80. Ruston

Church of Restoration - 285 Main
St., Grambling

Cook Baptist Church - 2000
Cooktown Rd, Ruston

Corinth - 4327 Hw 545, Dubach

Emmanuel - 1200 Farmerville
Hwy., Ruston

Fellowship - 6476 Hwy 151, Du-
bach

Fellowship Missionary Bap-
tist, 1572 Highway 507 South, Simsboro

First - 117 Oak St., Choudrant -
One block south of Hwy. 80 in Chou-
drant

First - Hico St., Dubach

First - 200 S. Trenton St., Ruston.

First - Simsboro.

Friendship Baptist Church - 143
West Sixth Street, Bernice

Grace Baptist Church - 2808
Trenton Ave., Ruston

Grace Bible Baptist Church - 216
Rough Edge Rd., Ruston

Greater Pleasant Grove - 1270
Golf Course Rd. , Unionville

Greater St. Luke - 163 St. Luke
Church Rd, Arcadia

Gumspring Missionary Baptist
Church - 3117 Hwy 151, Farmerville
Hico - 653 Hwy. 152, Dubach

Hopewell - 7657 Fellowship Rd.,
Hwy 151, Dubach

Lane Chapel - 1016 McAllister,
Ruston

Lanes Chapel Missionary — Hwy.
151 Downsville

Liberty Hill Missionary - Sims-
boro

Longstraw Baptist - 1799 Styles,
Ranch Rd., Choudrant

Love Chapel Baptist Church -
1525 Sikes St, Ruston

Macedonia No.1 Missionary -
Rt.2, Dubach

Macedonia No. 2 Missionary -
489 E. Sibley Rd., Choudrant

Mineral Springs - 4599 Hwy 822,
Dubach

Mount Harmony - 210 Mt. Har-
mony Church Rd, Ruston

Mount Calm Missionary - 566
Mount Calm Rd., Simsboro

Mount Olive - Grambling

Mount Olive Outreach - 2817 S.
Service Road W., Ruston

Mount Pisgah - Hwy. 3061, Ruston

Mount Sinai - 2269 Hwy. 145,
Choudrant

Mount Vernon Missionary — 1356
Hwy. 167 N., Dubach

Mount Zion - 2586 Hwy 150.,
Grambling

Mount Zion No. 2 - 113 California
Plant Road, Dubach

New Hope - Choudrant

New Hope - 302 W. Vaughn, Rus-
ton

New Liberty Hill - Hwy. 544, Sims-
boro

New Pilgrim Rest, Inc. - 2697 EIm
St, Arcadia

New Prospect - 3438 Hwy. 167 N.,
Dubach

New Prosperity Baptist - 1378
Prosperity Church, Clay

New Rocky Valley - 2155 Martin
Luther King Ave., Grambling

Northview Missionary Baptist -
Highway 33, Ruston

Olive Grove - 3138 Olive Grove
Rd, Choudrant

Pilgrim Rest - 622 W. Line Ave.,
Ruston

Pine Grove - 470 Chandler Rd.,
Ruston

Pleasant Grove - 1366 Pleasant
Grove Road, Choudrant

Pleasant Grove - “The Oasis in the
Woods’, 446 Bowden Rd., Ruston

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church -
1127 Mondy Rd, Simsboro

Rock Corner & Garden of Prayer
- 824 Rock Corner Rd, Dubach, off
Hwy.33, 14 miles north of Ruston

Rocky Valley - Simsboro

Solid Rock Baptist Church - 1511
West California Hwy 80, Ruston

Southside - 3191 South Vienna
St., Ruston

Springhill - 727 Dicks Store Rd.,
Ruston

St. David Missionary - Vienna.

St. John - Old Grambling Rd.,
Ruston.

St.Mary - 1114 Larson St., Ruston.

St. Peter - 404 Longstraw Rd.,
Ruston

St. Rest - 209 Walker Rd., Chou-
drant

St.Rest- Hwy. 146 West, Dubach

Temple - 1515 S. Service Rd. W.
Ruston

True Believers Baptist Church -
184 CCC Road, Ruston

The Springs - (A ministry of Tem-
ple Baptist Church) 1601 S. Barnett

St. Thomas Aquinas - 810 Carey
Avenue, Ruston

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Church of Christ - 2902 Hwy. 80
West, Ruston

Grambling - 146 King St., Gram-
bling

Northside - 1804 N. Trenton St.,
Ruston

Orleans Cir. Church of Christ -
2103 Orleans Cir., Ruston

Ruston - 2300 W. Woodward Ave.,
Ruston [fww.ustonchurchofcrist.org

EPISCOPAL CHURCHES

Church of the Redeemer - 504
Tech Dr., Ruston

St. Luke’s — 538 Main St., Gram-
bling

METHODIST CHURCHES

Ansley Union Church - 328 Ans-
ley Rd, Ruston, located 10 miles south
of Ruston off of Hwy 167

Antioch UMC - Simsboro

Arcadia First UMC - Arcadia

Choudrant UMC - 125 Pecan St.
,Choudrant

Dubach UMC - Dubach

First UMC - Arcadia

Grace UMC - 3401 N. Trenton St.,
Ruston

Lewis Temple CME - Main St
Grambling

Mays Chapel CME - 615 W. Line
Ave., Ruston

Memorial UMC - 9325 Hwy 80,
Simshoro.

Mt. Mariah UMC -

Salem UMC - 11793 Hwy. 151,
Dubach

St. Peter AME - 1104 Arlington St.,
Ruston.

Trinity UMC - 1000 Woodward
Ave., Ruston

Wesley Chapel Methodist
Church - 4330 Hwy. 818, Ruston

PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES

Anchor Tabernacle - Exit 93 from
[-20 then South 1/2 mile, Choudrant

First Pentecostal - Comer of Ken-
tucky and Goodwin, Ruston

King’s Court UPC - 2401 S. Ser-
vice Rd. West, Ruston

LifePoint Church of Ruston
-1018 S. Vienna St., Ruston. lifepoin-

Springs Ave., Ruston -thesprings.

The Word -504 S. Main St., Gram-
bling

University - 2856 W. California,
Ruston

Vernon Baptist Church - 190
Vernon-Eros Road, Ruston LA 71270

Woods Chapel - 326 Hwy 454,
Ruston

Zion Hill - 505 Lee St., Ruston

ZionTraveler - 1201 Martin Luther
King Dr, Ruston

CATHOLIC CHURCHES

St. Benedict - 471 Main St., Gram-
bling

liruston.com

The Pentecostals of Ruston -
2851 Hwy 33 North, Ruston

Power House Temple of Christ
Apostolic - 101 Main St., Grambling

United Pentecostal - Dubach

Zion Temple Apostolic Faith De-
liverance - Eastern Hills, off Beacon
Light Rd., Ruston

Voice of Revival Ministry - 304 W.
California St., Ruston

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES

Alabama (USA) - 2091 Hwy 145,
Choudrant

John Knox (PCA) - 2106 Cook-
town Rd., Ruston

Greenwood - Lincoln Parish Rd.
181, between Mitcham’s & Hwy. 146,
Ruston

Ruston (USA) - 212 N. Bonner St.

OTHER CHURCHES

Abundant Grace Tabernacle -
3092 Hwy 556, Choudrant

Campus Community Worship
Center - 1000 Saratoga St., Ruston,
318-513-9383

Christian L.L.EE. Church - 107
Love Ave., Ruston

Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints - 205 Woodhaven
Rd., Ruston

Church of the Living God - 1438
Hwy. 167 W., Dubach

Church of the Nazarene - 1101
Center St., Ruston

Douglas Church - 1642 Hwy 821,
Ruston

Dubach Church of God in Christ
- 256 Voss Street, Dubach

Faith Church - 1507 Goodwin
Road

Focus Christian Ministries -
Martin Luther King Community Center,
901 Martin Luther King Dr., Ruston

Fountain of Praise United Wor-
ship Center - 1394 Hazel St., Arcadia

The Gospel -108 Sanctuary Rd,
Ruston

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church - 2508 Kavanaugh Road,
Ruston

Impact Worship Center -Green-
wood Recreation Center, 1306 Cornell
Ave, Ruston and Ruston Housing Au-
thority Building 901Martin Luther King
Dr. Ruston.

Lifechurch.LA - 3000 S. Vienna
St., Ruston

LifePoint Church of Ruston -
1018 S. Vienna St., Ruston, LA.

Living Water Full Gospel Church
- 149 Fairgrounds Rd., Ruston

Miracle Temple COGIC - 1405 S.
Farmerville, Ruston

New Living Word Ministry - 1900
Barnett Springs Rd. Ruston

New Testament Church at Gram-
bling Inc. - 508 Main St., Grambling

Praise Temple - Ramada Inn, 107
Love Ave., Ruston

St. Paul Lutheran - 504 Tech
Drive, Ruston

The Bridge Community Church
- North Campus, 2301 N. Trenton,
Ruston

Triumph The Church and King-
dom of God in Christ - Hwy. 3061 E.
Tenn. Rd., Ruston

United Faith Tabernacle Minis-
tries & Prayer Center - 303 Cherry
St., Bernice,

Upon the Rock Outreach Cen-
ter - 513 E. Texas Ave., Ruston.

Victorious Faith Church - 131
S. Main St, Grambling

Victory Life Church of Ruston
- 2535 Hwy 33, Ruston, LA

Word of Faith Ministries - 611
South Farmerville St., Ruston

Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him;

and He shall bring it to pass.
Psalm 37:5

g (74
Serving All Lincoln Parish’s Propane Needs
Residential & Commercial
*Propane & Natural Gas Products*
3452 HWY 145 N. Choudrant
318-768-2511 800-259-5051

RUSTON GLASS
AND MIRROR CO., INC.
512 E. GEORGIA » RUSTON, LA.
Phone: 318/255-3243
Fax: 318/251-0354
“Quality in Glass & Service”

Ruston Daily Leader
To subscribe call

25574353
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Sunday Service Times
Depot Campus:
8:30 am Contemporary Service
Main Campus:
8:30 am Traditional Service
9:45 am Contemporary Service/Connection Groups
11:00 am Contemporary Service/Connection Groups

"Arbor

An Assisted Living
Retirement Community &

] arrace
A Community for AMlzheimer's & Dementia
Call today to
schedule a visit
of our

Visit us at
fbcruston.org
for more info!

BEAUTIFUL
COMMUNITY!

318-251-3116

4518 Hwy 80 E » Ruston, LA

/ \_

To advertise
your business call
318-255-4353
and
support this
church directory
page.
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Proposed black bear season creates controversy

I saw my first black
bear in Louisiana sev-
eral years ago when I
was on a deer hunt in
Madison Parish. My
host dropped me off at
my deer stand for an
afternoonhunt when we
looked down thefoot plot
and saw a bear.

Grabbingmy camera,
we slowly walked in
his direction and as we
closed the distance to
about 100 yards, the bear
stood up, checked us out
giving me the opportu-

coming out of Baton
Rouge will reach frui-
tion.

The Louisiana Wild-
life and Fisheries Com-
mission is expected to
vote during its Novem-
ber meeting on the pos-
sibility of establishinga
bear season for 2024-25.

Thesituationregard-
ingthe growing number
of bears has created
spirited discussions
from those who can’t
wait for a season to
curtail the numbers
of bears that

nity to snap
a couple of
photos before

are showing
up all across

he turned north Loui-
and ambled siana along
away into the with others
thicket. who are op-
Two years posed to the
ago, my wife idea.
andIwere vis- Glynn Harris Isthe possi-
iting the Ten- bility of abear

sas National Wildlife
Refuge as we spotted
a female bear and two
cubs a few yards from
our car. I was able to
snap afew photos before
they disappeared into
the woods.

Seldom does a day go
by that I don’t read on
Facebook and see pho-
tos of bears all around
north Louisiana, mostly
bears captured on trail
camerasastheytakead-
vantage of deer feeders,
often dragging them to
the ground and destroy-
ing them.

Property owners and
those who deer hunt in
the Tensas and Madison
parishes area often see
their hunting camps
broken into as bears
search for food. Many
have long called for
a hunting season for
bears and are hopeful
that the recent news

season something new
for Louisiana? I found
a listing of hunting
seasons for Louisiana
for the 1939-40 season
thatincludes bears that
could be hunted from
Nov. 1 through Jan. 1
with adailylimit of one;
season limit of five.
Reading comments
by some in response
has been interesting.
One respondent wrote,
“My family hashadland
on the Tensas River in
Madison Parish since
the 1930s and there
was always bears there
and they were always
a nuisance.” Another
wrote, “I grew up along
the Tensas River and
there have always been
bears there. They are
protected, they breed
and they spread out.”
The protection of
bearsin our state hasto
do with the assumption

Photo by Glynn Harris

This black bear stood up to observe a certain writer, who was determined

to take the photo.

that Louisiana black
bears we have are a sub-
species. Somearguethat
the DNA of our bears
is the same as those in
other states. A black
bearisablack bear, they
contend.

We know that we
have had bears as early
as 1902 when President
Teddy Roosevelt came
onabearhunttoMissis-
sippi and Louisiana. In
orderforthePresident’s
hunt to be successful, a
bear was cornered and
tiedtoatree sohe would
have an easy target. He
refused the offer, news
spread and as a result,
the warm cuddly stuffed
animal, the Teddy Bear,
was named in honor of
the president.

Will Louisiana once
again have a bear hunt-
ing season? Will every-
body be happy should
the Wildlife and Fish-
eries Commission ap-
prove? Some for sure
will be happy but there
are others who believe
bears should forever be
protected.

Next week we’ll dis-
cuss preparing bear for
the table, processing
the meat and hide, com-
ments from some who
love it; some who gag
at the thought of eating
bear meat.

Stay tuned.

FISHING REPORT

BLACK BAYOU-No
report. Water is low.
Contact Honey Hole
Tackle Shop 323-8707 for
the latest information.

BUSSEY BRAKE -
Some big bass are being
caughtonfakefrogsand
spinner baits around
brush. The crappie are
also scattered around
brush. Bream have
slowed. For the latest
information, contactthe
Honey Hole at 323-8707.

OUACHITA RIVER
—~The waterlevelis quite
low. Crappiefishinghas
improved in 10-12 feet
of water on shiners or
jigs.Bassarefairincuts
on shad imitations. For
the latest information,
contact the Honey Hole

Tackle Shop at 323-8707.

LAKED’ARBONNE
—With alittle current as
the result of Claiborne
being lowered, fishing
overall has improved.
Bass have been fair to
good early mornings
around grass on top-
water lures with swim
baits and soft plastics
later around secondary
points. Crappie are best
along channel edges
fishing 8 feet deep in 12-
14 feet of water. Bream
are slow but catfish
continue to be caught
fishing cold worms
and night crawlers off
banks. For the latest
information, call An-
derson Sport Center at
368-9669 or Honey Hole
Tackle Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE
—Thelakeis down some
seven feet as the result
of the drawdown. Some
good reports of bass be-
ing caught with some
fine catches of stripers
and hybrid stripers in
fairly shallow water hit-
tingtopwaterlures. Fish
in the 7-8 pound range

arecomingin. Boats can
be launched at the state
park at this time. Some
reportsof crappie being
caught as well around
submerged brush on
shiners and jigs. For
the latest information,
call Kel’s Cove at 927-
2264 or Terzia Tackle at
278-4498.

CANEY LAKE -
Night fishing for bass
has been producing
fairly well on dark spin-
ners and soft plastics.
They are fair to good
early mornings on top-
water lures with square
bill crank baits, spin-
ners fished along the
grass lines and soft plas-
tics working best later.
Somebassare schooling
and hitting shad imita-
tions. Crappie have been
best around the deeper
tops on shiners or jigs.
Bream are slow. For
information contact
Caney Lake Landing
at 259-6649, Hooks Ma-
rina at 249-2347, Terzia
Tackle at278-4498 or the
Honey Hole Tackle Shop
at 323-8707.

LAKE POVERTY
POINT - Fishing for
catfish has improved.
Crappiefishinghasbeen
better on the south end
of the lake. No report
on bass. For the latest
reports, call Poverty
Point Marinaat878-0101.
For information, call
Surplus City Landing at
467-2259.

LAKE YUCATAN -
The water level is quite
low. Catfishing is good,
bass are fair and some
crappie being caught off
the banks. For informa-
tion, call Surplus City
Landing at 467-2259.

Deadline nears for student oratory competition

Union Parish youth ages 13 to
21 areinvited to enter the oratory
competition slated for 1 p.m.,
Saturday, Nov. 11, in the Union
Museum of History and Art. Pre-
registrationmustbe completed by
Nov. 10 at unionmuseum@gmail.
com, or in person at 211 N. Main
Street, Farmerville.

First prize in each age divi-
sion is $500 with second prize set
at $250.

Withatimelimitof 10 minutes,
each competitor will deliver a
portion of a speech given by John
F. Kennedy prior to or during his
presidency, 1960-63. The event is
open to the public.

For detailed instructions and
registration form, visit www.
UnionMuseumofHistoryandArt.
orgor call the museum at 318-982-
8020. Note that student entrants
must be residents of Union Par-

ish, and may attend any school or
homeschool.

This event is in conjunction
with the museum’s current ex-
hibit, “American Visionary:John
F.Kennedy’s Lifeand Times.” The
exhibit of 77historic photographs
and additional artifacts is on
loan from the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library and Museum
in Springfield, Illinois. The local
exhibit ends Nov. 30.

CHURCH NEWS

Editor’s Note: If you have
a submission regarding your
church’s worship services, you
should email the information by
5 p.m. Wednesday to newsroom@
lrustonleader.coml.

New Hope MBC

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church will be celebrating its
152nd church anniversary Sun-
day, October 22, at 10 a.m. Guest
speakersfor the occasion will be
the Rev. Leslie Smith, of Dallas.
Dr. Don E. Taylor, pastor, invites
the public tojoin the celebration
at 302 E. Vaughn Ave. in Ruston.

Mt. Sinai Baptist Church

Located at 2269 Hwy. 145 in
Choudrant, Mt. Sinai Baptist
Church will be holding its An-
nual Usher Day Celebration on
Oct. 29 at 11:30 a.m.

The theme scripture is Psalm
84:10, “For a day in your courts
is better than a thousand else-
where. I would rather be a
doorkeeper in the house of my
God than dwell in the tents of
wickedness.”

Guess speaker will be Pas-
tor Gary Williams of The Lane
Chapel Baptist Church of Downs-
ville. Mt. Sinai pastor and teach-
er Rev. Wayne L. Buggs invites
the public to participate.

Northside Church of Christ

We invite you to attend our
special classes every Monday
from 6-7 p.m., through Dec. 18.
Comenow, letusreasontogether,
Isaiah 1:18. We shall explore sev-
eral key issues in life. We hope
to see you at 1804 N. Trenton St.,
in Ruston.

Zion Traveler Baptist
Church
ZionTraveler Baptist Church,
located at 1201 Martin Luther
King Drive in Ruston, will cel-
ebratethe 17th Pastor’s Anniver-
sary for Pastor Maurice M. White
and Family on Sunday, October
22. The celebration is scheduled
to begin at 9:30 a.m.

China Grove Church

A Homecoming Service has
been planned for Oct. 22 at China
Grove Church, located at 406
Vernon St., in Ruston. Rev. E.C.
Morgan of Mt. Zion #2in Dubach
will be the guest speaker at the
2:30 p.m. event.

A week of revival will follow
at China Grove at 7 p.m. nightly.
Terrence Flucas of Mays Chapel
will speak on Tuesday, with Ale-
jandro Wise of Zion Hill Church
to be the guest on Wednesday.
Gary Williams of Lane Chapel
will be the guest on Thursday

evening. China Grove pastor is
Damian Wilson, Sr.

Emmanuel Baptist Church

JoinusforBible Studyat9a.m.
and morning worship at 10:15
a.m.Ourmorningservice will be
live streamed via our Facebook
page. Oureveningservicebegins
at5p.m. in the FLC. All services
will be held in the Family Life
Center while our sanctuary un-
dergoes renovations.

On Wednesday nights at6 p.m.
wehaveprayer meetingand Bible
study for adults in the FL.C; mis-
sion organizations for children
in the children’s building; and
our youth meet for Bible study in
the youth room. College meets at
7 p.m. in the Coffee Table Room
at the FLC.

Alabama Presbyterian
Church
Sunday School begins at 9:45
a.m. Sunday worship led by Dr.
Allison F. Moody. There will be
a Scripture reading from Exo-
dus 33:1-6, 12-23. Sermon title is,
“What A Relationship.”
Worship Service will begin at
11a.m. There will be a children’s
moment led by Allison Moody.
Please join us in person or via
Alabama Presbyterian Church
Live Facebook page.

Hall wins Sheriff’s
Association scholarship

Skylar Hall, a Quitman High School student,
is the 2023 Louisiana Sheriffs Association
Scholarship winner for Jackson Parish. Scholar-
ships are awarded to graduating high school
students where the sheriffs are members of
the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership
Program. The goal of the program is to provide
assistance to worthy Louisiana students in
furthering their education.

Courtesy photo

PROTECT

WHAT MATTERS MOST

Whether you are home or away,
protect what matters most from
unexpected power outages witha
Generac Home Standby Generator.

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 649-6863

FREE 7-year Extended Warranty* - A $735 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

GENERAC
E——— |
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Complete domination start to finish

Bearcats cruise past \West Ouachita 48-6 to remain undefeated

By Matt Belinson
sports@rustonleader.com

CADEVILLE — Rus-
ton capitalized on early
mistakes from West
Ouachita and scored
at will in a complete
and convincing 48-6
win over the Chiefs on
Friday.

The No. 4 Bearcats (8-
0, 3-0 district) scored on
its first five drives with
the first team offense,
whilestartinglineback-
ers Jadon Mayfield and
Zheric Hill recovered
early fumbles to keep
all the momentum on
the visitor’s sideline
throughout the first
half.

“I think our kids did
exactly whatitisthatwe
wanted to do and that’s
what we talked about
all week istomake sure
we came out mentally
preparedtoexecute our
gameplanandIthought
early on that’s what we
did,” Rustonhead coach
Jerrod Baugh said post-
game.

“Traditionally, West
Ouachita has done a
very good job inside
with our running game
controlling that so the
plan going in was to
spread it out a bit and
theygaveussomethings
in the throwing game. I
thoughtthe coachesdid
areally goodjobputting
the game plan together

Qh-

Photo by Josh McDaniel

Ruston receiver Logan Malone (8) hauls in a long reception in the first
half against West Ouachita Friday night on the road. The Bearcats remain
undefeated with a 48-6 victory.

to get the ball moving
and get it in the end-
zone. We got a couple
turnovers early on and
that’s when it got it out
of whack early on, but
I was pleased that our
kids got out there and
pretty much executed
what we wanted todo.”

Ruston’s passing
game came out with
downfield shots, with

quarterback Josh
BrantleyhittingLogan
Malone for a 52-yard
strike,alongwith apost
routeattempttoJamar
Woods. Brantley only
completed four passes
but finished with 104
yards and a passing
touchdown to Joran
Parker on a fade route
just before halftime.
When Brantley and

his receivers weren’t
clicking, Jordan Hayes
feastedintherungame
for 164 yards on 13
carries and 2 touch-
downs - including a
50-yard burst with West
Ouachitadefendersun-
abletobringhim down.

Brantley had three
carries for 35 yards,
including a 27-yard
touchdown run on

fourth down inside the
red zone. Brantley has
three rushing scores
inhislastthree games.

After Lander Smith
got the night started
with a short-yardage
touchdown, the Chiefs
fumbled the ball away
on their second pos-
session — recovered by
Mayfield to set up the
rushing score from
Brantley.

West Ouachita’sball
security issues contin-
ued on the very next
drive with Hill forcing
and recovering a fum-
ble to set up a 9-yard
touchdown from Hayes
to make it 20-0.

Shortly after, Hill
scored hisownrushing
touchdownfromayard
outtomakeit27-0 with
39 seconds left in the
first quarter.

Brantley punched
in his second rushing
touchdown of thenight
to give the Bearcats
a 34-0 lead before the
second-team defense
allowed West Ouachita
to score its only touch-
down of the night.

Seeingthe score get-
ting even marginally
closer, Ruston brought
out the first team of-
fense and scored with
16 seconds left in the
half to make it 41-6 on
a 20-yard touchdown
pass from Brantley to
Parker. Hayes punched

in another score to
make it 48-6 in the
third.

After the score,
the Bearcats’ defense
forced a punt - the
Chiefs’ fifth of the
night, but would soon
find themselves in the
midst of a scrum after
the play was over.

Multiple Bearcats
flagged for being in-
volved in the melee,
with the running clock
still in effect to ef-
fectively take up five
minutes of clock and
end the third quarter.

Baugh said post-
game Hill, Aidan And-
ing and Semaj Jones
will not play Friday
against Ouachita.

“Idon’t really know
exactlywhattranspired
as far as what caused a
couple of altercations
and I thought we did a
decent job as coaches
keeping everybody on
the sideline,” Baugh
said. “I can’t point
fingers. Here’s what I
know from my perspec-
tive is our kids need to
do a better job of con-
trolling themselves,
regardless of who’s at
fault. It doesn’t make
any difference.”

Ruston hosts
Ouachita Friday for
Senior Night at James
Field at Hoss Garrett
Stadium. Ouachita fell
to West Monroe 31-21.

Cougars put up a fight in home loss to Ouachita Ghristian

By Jalon Grant
Special to the Leader

Cedar Creek’s three-
game winning streak
ended Friday night as
the Ouachita Christian
Eagles got the best of
the Cougars, 35-0.

Although the Cou-
gars lost by a shutout,
Head Coach William
Parkerson couldn’t be
any more prouder ashis
team competed against
the No. 2 team in the
state and was down one
14-0 at halftime.

“They played with
great effort, great in-
tensity; they put it on
the line, and we fought
them with the best of
our ability, and they
werebetterthanus. Our
numbers wore down in
thesecond half, ourkids
battled and competed,
and I couldn’t be any
more proud of them,”
said Parkerson.

“If we play and com-
pete like that, we can
beat anybody in Divi-
sion IV,” he added. “If
we play with that in-
tensity and competitive
spirit, why can’t we go
to New Orleans?”

After winning the
coin toss, the Cougars
received the ball. After
a seven-play drive, the
Eagles’ defense forced
a punt. On the ensuing
drive, OCSstarted from

their 43 yard line, using
a mixture of run and
pass to get down to the
Creek 28 yard line.

The CCSdefenseheld
their own, but a costly
offsides penalty gave
the Eagles a fresh set
of downs deep in the
Cougar’s territory.

Lawson Lillo did
what he’s done best all
year, making big-time
playsandahugefourth-
down stop, which re-
sulted in a turnover on
downs as the Cougars
started their second
possession of the night
from their 9 yard line.

Unfortunately, the
Cougars went three
and out and had to punt
again.

The Eagles and Cou-
gars traded three-and-
outsagainasascoreless
first quarter ended, but
a mishandled snap by
Creek gave the Eagles
great field possession.

OCS (7-1, 2-0) started
their first drive of the
second quarter from
Cedar Creek’s 29 yard
line, and the Creek de-
fense stood tall again.
Still, on fourth and five,
Luke Vidrineconnected
with Vanderbilt commit
Tate Hamby for a 25-
yard passupthemiddle
as OCStook thelead 7-0
at9:17after asuccessful
point after touchdown.

Ontheensuingdrive,

Photo by Darrell James

Cedar Creek defenders Gray Worthey (5) and Lawson Lillo (1) put the clamps on Ouachita Christian’s
Makin Lenard during the first half of Friday night’s District 2-1A battle.

the Cougars marched
down to the OCS 8 yard
line, but a dropped pass
on fourth down gave
the Eagles possession
again.

OCSmoved downthe
field to the Cougar five
yard line as running
back Makin Lenard
scored from 5 yards out
with 36 seconds left in
the half with the lead
now 14-0 after the PAT.

After halftime, both
teams traded blows for
mostof the quarter, but
with 22 secondsremain-
ing, Lenard scored on
a 2-yard rush, pushing
the lead 21-0 with the
PAT being good.

The Cougars went
threeandout,and Ham-
by returned the puntfor
55 yards to the house,
extending the lead to
28-0 with 9:23 left in the

ball game.

To cap off the night,
Lenard scored his third
touchdown with 2:471eft
with a successful PAT,
which gave the Eagles
the 35-0 victory.

“We just have to
learn from this loss
and capitalize on our
opportunities and keep
getting better and stay-
ing together, and we’ll
be just fine,” said Park-

Our online auction g
Place your bids at

ttp://tinyurl.com/rhshaseballauction2023

We would love to have your support for our program.

erson.
Ladd Thompson
pacedthe Creek offense
with 148 total yards, 114
of that through the air.
Lillo led the Cougars
defensively with 11 to-
tal tackles while Gray
Worthey added 10.
The Cougars face
Lincoln Parish rival
Lincoln Prep Friday
at 7 p.m. at Panther
Stadium in Grambling.

Corporate Cats would like to invite you to the 2nd Annual First Pitch Event:

Baseball in the Bayou. This event benefits the RHS Baseball Program and will include
silent and live auctions, a catered dinner, and entertainment. Funds raised from this
event will be used to purchase equipment, to supplement travel expenses, to provide
team meals, and for other miscellaneous updates needed throughout the facility.

Join us forﬁa.n_ﬂ&um.g_o.f_ma_m_a&l.&b.muhiu?ﬁoming season by purchasing

tickets at http://tinyurl.com/rhshaseballevent2023

online auction
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Rollins dominates, RHS sweeps
Neville in prep volleyball action

By Matt Belinson
sports@rustonleader.com

Ruston volleyball (23-
7) swept its non-district
rival Neville (25-16, 25-
15, 25-8) in front of a
packed crowd at the
Ruston Sports Complex
Thursday.

The match started
slow for the Bearcats
with uncharacteris-
tic service errors and
passing mistakes, but
the team rallied when
it needed to and got
big time performances
throughout its top-line
starterstokeyroleplay-
ers off the bench.

Senior middle Han-
nah Rollins led the
team with 15 Kills and
3 blocks - a season
high for a single match.
Harper Cauley put up 6
kills and 10 digs, while
Jade Smith ended at
5 kills and 3 blocks.
Allie Richardson and
Mariah White tallied 3
aceseach, while Kyndal
Fobbs and Ellie Koonce
put down a pair of aces.

“We didn’t come
in super worried and
when you can get by
with it, then you can
play like that,” Ruston
head coach Amanda
Cauley said. “That’s
why we’re going down
south back-to-back
weekends. It’s like, no,
thiscan’tbethe comfort
zone. We’re better than
that and we’re going to
get better.”

Set one started and
stayed tight, with the
score tied at 4-4 and
8-8 as the Bearcats had
trouble handling the
short serves of the Ti-
gers while facing some
communication issues
on offense. But after a
kill from Jade Smith
made it 13-12 Ruston,
the home squad never
relinquished the lead,
ending the frame on
a 12-4 run with strong
aces from Richardson
and big swings from
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Photo by Darrell James

Ruston senior Hannah Rollins (4) had a team-high 15 kills in the Bearcats’
sweep over Neville on Thursday at the Ruston Sports Complex.

Rollins.

Ruston began set
two trailing again,
this time with Neville
jumping in front 4-1.
But three-straight kills
from Rollins brought
theBearcatsbackinthe
gameandeventually ty-
ing the frame up at 7-7.

Fobbs stepped up to
the service line for the
Bearcats and steadied
the waters, setting up
Ruston to receive out-
of-system hits from the
Tigers while adding an
ace to give her team a
12-9 lead. Neville hung
around a bitlonger, but
the Bearcats eventu-
ally took the second set
thanks to a 13-3 run.

The third set was
the Bearcats’ best after
breaking a 4-4 tie to ex-
plode for a 21-4 run the

rest of the frame. Rus-
ton had big Kkills from
Rollins and Harper in
the dominant win.

Cauley said Rollins’
consistency at the net
propelled the Bearcats
to victory.

“She was definitely
our most dominant at-
tacker, and I even told
herinthefirstset, ‘Quit
tipping. Go for it. We
trust you. Give us the
big swings,”” Cauley
said of Rollins. “She
was connectingthebest
with Baylor and so I'm
glad we were able to
score off that. Harper
did well from the out-
sideaswell but Hannah
is just steady and she
was trying to be a posi-
tive leader tonight.”

Along with the big
nightfrom Rollins, Cau-

ley gave creditto Fobbs,
White, and Koonce for
providing a spark off
thebenchattheservice
line to set the Bearcats
up for easy offense.

“We were able to
utilize everyone off
the bench tonight and I
definitely thought they
cameinandserved well
and Ellie did too,” Cau-
ley said. “She doesn’t
getalot of varsity time,
but she came in and
served us out.”

Ruston continued its
competitive stretch this
weekend at the Isidore
Newman Tournament
Friday and Saturday
and will return for its
home finale and se-
niornight on Thursday
against West Ouachita
at the Ruston Sports
Complex.
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Tigers fall to
powerhouse
Many 38-6 in
district action

By Matt Belinson
sports@rustonleader.com

Jonesboro-Hodge (2-6, 0-3 district)
droppeditsfourthgameinarowina38-6loss
to No. 7Many (5-2, 3-0 district) on Thursday,
with the Tigers unable to contain the explo-
siveness of the defending state champions
for long.

J-Hodge was in the ballgame down 14-6
with 30 seconds before halftime, but LSU
commit Tylen Singleton went 65 yards to
the house on a post route to put Many up
21-6 at the intermission.

Interim head coach Carlos Hicks said that
play, and the missed opportunities around
it, cost J-Hodge a chance to get back in the
win column.

“The score was closer than it looks to be
honest,” Hicks said. “We were right there
and I thought we played our best game all
year. And then their LSU commit makes
that big catch with about 30 seconds left
and that was the backbreaker right there.
We had an opportunity to tie it before that
but our receiver dropped a touchdown in
the end-zone. Against a good team like that,
you can’t do that type of stuff.”

During its losing streak, J-Hodge has al-
lowed over 30 points on defense while not
scoring at least 20 points on offense since a
40-0 win over Lincoln Prep on Sept. 21.

J-Hodge couldn’tovercomefive turnovers
and failed to get on the scoreboard again,
but Hicks said he’s proud of how the Tigers
continued to claw away at Many throughout
the night.

TheTigers’lonescore came when quarter-
back Symeon Malonehit Da’Marious Burns
for a 79-yard touchdown. Malone finished
14-0f-34 for 218 yards and a score but had 5
interceptions.

“I’'mproud of ourkids because theyfought
well againstagood team,” Hicks said. “Now,
as coaches, it’s can we carry this over the
next two weeks and play like that? We just
gotta keep pushing them and encouraging
them. The team morale isn’t down.

“They’re fighters and they’re strong. We
as coaches just have to do a better job of
getting the ready to play and put them in
position to make plays,” he continued.

J-Hodge returns to action Friday on the
road at Lakeview (3-4, 0-2 district).

Tech offensive lineman Delfin named nominee to Wuerrfel Trophy

at Tech, including Dogs with a Cause,

Louisiana Tech Sports

Louisiana Tech offensive line-
man Abraham Delfin was one of 102
FBS college football players nomi-
nated for the 2023 Wuerffel Trophy, the
organization announced Thursday.

The Wuerffel Trophy is known as
“College Football’s Premier Award
for Community Service.” Named after
1996 Heisman Trophy-winning quar-
terback from the University of Florida,
Danny Wuerffel, the Wuerffel Trophy
is presented in February annually in
Fort Walton Beach, Florida.

The trophy exists to honor college
football players who serve others, cel-
ebratetheir positiveimpact onsociety
andinspire greater service worldwide.

The Plaquemine native and sev-
enth-year senior has made 33 career
starts and appeared in 59 total games
during his collegiate career.

He has played a pivotal role in
the Bulldogs’ five games this season

to 1935.

the Big Event, and 4 Paws.

In addition to his community ser-
vice and on-the-field performance,
Delfin has excelled in the classroom,
making the most of his seven years
in Ruston. Delfin has a bachelor’s de-
greein Construction Engineeringand
Technology with a minor in Business
Administration.

Inadditiontohisbachelor’sdegree,
he has a Master’s of Business Admin-
istration and a Master of Science Engi-
neeringand Technology Management.

The Wuerffel Trophy isamember of
the National College Football Awards
Association (NCFAA), which encom-
passes the most prestigious awards in
college football. Founded in 1997, the
NCFAA and its 25 awards now boast
more than 800 recipients, dating back

Louisiana Tech continues its 2023
season on Tuesday, when it hosts New
Mexico State at6 p.m. inside Joe Aillet

in which they have rushed for over
100 yards. Delfin has participated in
numerous community service events

Photo by Darrell James
Louisiana Tech center Abraham Delfin is a nominee for the Wuerffel Trophy,
known as “College Football’s Premier Award for Community Service.”

Stadium. The game will be televised
to a national audience on CBS Sports
Network.
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Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS 37 Otharwise

1 “Yau bet!” 41 Fluorescent
5 “Of course!™ 42 Highly able
8 Ignore 44 Gravy dish
2 47 Performance
3

12 Coagulate ertol

13 Prov. in highlight
Canada 48 Day after

14 Shredded Thurs. .

15 Big snake 51 Both: Prefix

17 Cold War 52 ATM output
inits. 54 Bobhin

18 Naughty 55 Always, in

19 Mine entrance verse
20 Unmixed, said 56 Mame in a

of liquor palindrome
21 Stave off 57 Leg joint
23 Luminary 58 F{aipless
26 Update the 59 Whig's
decor cpponent
27 Dye-filled
vesse| DOWN
30 Startofa 1 Not a striker
toast 2 Radius

32 Layered rock neighbor

34 Kind of daisy 3 Highway

35 Hurriedness 4 Catchall abbr.
36 School org. 5 Wild Blue —

TODAY’S ANSWERS

2 3 4

L
El
E|
g
6 Salad plant 16 Scull
7 Said 21 Victim
B Daredevil’'s 22 Between-
feat meals snack
9 Proboscis 23 Boulique
10 — Major 24 Message by
11 Ermie’s phone
Muppet pal 25 Length x
width
EN N 27 Bougquet
holder

28 Singing voice

2% Young person
31 “—, and ye

shall find”
33 Mitt
38 Leaned
39 Not so zippy
40 Detective
— Queen
42 Subway

entrance
43 Nearly an
eternity
44 Yalp
45 Portent
46 Busy as — —
43 Name for a

pooch

49 Raise
50 “Your wish —

— command”
53 Tit-for=- —

10-21

&2 2023 UFS, Dist. by Androws Mchicel Syndication for UFS

Meeting the needs
of our readers!

We have reformatted our comics
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How to Print:

Click the download link option
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desktop and then select print.

Ruston Daily Leader

Sunday, October 22,2023 ¢ Page 10

Garfield

ANP A
SPRIG OF
PARSLEY

GOTTA HAVE THE
PAILY REGUIREMENT
OF VEGETABLES!

IRmb, WHAT'S IN THE
"HEALTHY BREAKFAST"?

FOOR EGGS, PANCAKES,
WAFFLES, BACON, SALSAGE,
HAM, FRIEP POTATOES...
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2 B0 FANES, INC. ANl Rights Hassnad

Peanuts
THAT WORLD WELL A 600D ATTORNEY
%EE c'i TA CAN'T SIT B4 AND WATCH HI5
I THINK CLIENT TAKE A BEATING...
PATTY (5 &
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THIS ISN'T WHAT T WANT!
I WANT TO START OVER!
T WANT AN ICE CREAM
CONE!I'T WANT...

f FLOATING IN SPACE IS MUCH \-
MORE RELAXING THAN I EVER
COULD HAYE IMAGINED, I'M
GOING T DO THIS FOREVER. -

COH, JUST MY LUCK,

I FINALLY FIND ANOTHER
IMMORTAL CAVEMAN ASTRQ-
MAUT, AND HE DISAPPEARS
INTO & MAGIC PORTAL.

Wed spoaal UaNEDIPUAS |83 LAY SMAIDUY & 1910

The Born Loser

VTHI\T’S IT—WE LOST Aemm?'

1 CANT TAKE MUCH
MORE OF THIS!

P WISE PERSONONCE SAIDY

\F ﬁ YOU CANT LOSE
v

THEM ALL!
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Big Nate

Horoscopes

MONDAY,
OCTOBER 23, 2023

Strategy will be essen-
tial if you want to reach your
goal. Putyour emotionsaside
and refuse to tolerate drama.
Avoidoverreacting. A steady
pace, discipline and a good
imagination will carry you
to the finish line. Put your
energy to good use and use
your connections, awareness
and passion to get what you
want. Pay attention to loved
ones.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23) -- Look for a unique way
to handle pushy people and
unscrupulous situations.
A proactive approach will
thwart anyone trying to
take advantage of you. Self-
improvement is favored.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
22) -- Speaking up and saying
what'son your mind will help
you move forward. Honesty
and integrity may take work,
but they will help you clarify
your position and choices.
Make necessary changes.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
23-Dec. 21) - Get your facts
straight, share your thoughts
and concerns, and make a dif-
ference. An articulate asser-
tion of what you propose todo
will help youbuild confidence
and gain support.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) -- Stick to your plan
and don't stop until youreach
your goal. Your enthusiasm
will ignite onlookers, inspir-
ing them to help out. A joint
venture will help you save
money.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
19)--Bewaryofanyonetrying
topush youin a questionable
direction. Stick to a budget,
regardless of temptation or
bullying. A firm position will
makeitdifficult for anyoneto

trip you up.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March
20) -- Make your money
work for you. Use your skills
strategically and make altera-
tions as youmove forward. A
change of heart mightdisrupt
your plans. A financial or
partnership opportunity is
favored.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) -- Reach out and connect
with people with something
to offer. Don't make unneces-
sary changestoshow off. Take
care of your responsibilities
and live up to your promises.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) -- Accept the inevitable
and make it work in your
favor. Keep your life simple,
stick to what works best for
youand optimize yourtalents
to ensure you get the most
outofeverythingyoupursue.

GEMINI (May 21-June
20)--Withhard work, you can
stabilize your position and
boost your reputation. Don't
expect everyone to be happy
for you. A jealous onlooker
will try to muscle their way
into the spotlight.

CANCER (June 21-July
22) -- Dump the routine and
delve into something chal-
lenging. Explore your op-
tions, learn something new
and help a cause you care
about. An unexpected oppor-
tunity will blossom.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
-- Keep a low profile. A sensi-
tive situation will spin out of
control if you are too vocal
or pushy. Don't mix business
with pleasure or complain
about your work problems
at home.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
--Take advantage of learning
opportunities. Adopt a rou-
tine that is new and exciting.
Take responsibility for your
happiness. Join forces with
someone who shares your
likes and dislikes.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
PublidNoficeAds cond

LINCOLN
PARISH

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the Mayor
and Council of the City
of Grambling, State of
Louisiana, plan to con-
sider the adoption of the
following ordinances:
The Public Hearing
will be held Thursday,
November 2, 2023, at
5:45 p.m. at Grambling
City Hall & Community
Center, 127 King Street,
Grambling, Louisiana:
ORDINANCE NO.
01102023-1

AN ORDINANCE OF
THE CITY OF GRAM-
BLING INCREASING
WATER RATES

IN COMPLIANCE WITH
BOND REQUIRE-
MENTS AND OTHER
OPERATIONAL
NECESSITIES.
Accommodations will
be made for the hearing
impaired and non-Eng-
lish speaking individuals
provided that notice is
received by the City
no later than noon on
Wednesday, November
1, 2023. Requests for
accommodations should
be made to Mayor Alvin
Bradley (318)247-6120.
Pamela Stringfellow,
LMMC

Published in the Ruston
Daily Leader, Ruston, LA,
onOct.15,22,829,2023

October 9, 2023
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

The following application
will be considered at a
meeting of the Board of
Adjustment of the City
of Ruston, Wednesday,
October 25,2023, at3:30
P.M. in the Mayor's Con-
ference Room, Ruston
City Hall 2nd Floor, 401
North Trenton Street.
Case No. 1602:
Request for Variance
(Hair Studio/Salon in
Residential District)
Owner/Applicant:
Kirsten Thurmon
Location: Lincoln Par-
ish Assessor's Parcel
Number 19182445007;
2003 E Georgia

Any person interested in
these matters may attend
these public hearings
and voice that inter-
est. Accommodations
will be made for the
hearing impaired and
non-English speaking
individuals provided that
notice is received by the
City no later than noon
on Wednesday, August
16th. Requests for ac-
commodations should be
made to Angie Robinson,
Ruston, Louisiana (251-
8654).

Devon Cannon
Planning & Zoning
Published in the Ruston
Daily Leader, Ruston, LA,
on Oct.13,18&22 , 2023
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I, Michael Frank Wade
Davis, have been con-
victed of 163.375 RAPE
IN THE FIRST DEGREE
onMARCHO01,1990. My
address is: 3027 MAR-
THA STREET, APT 6.
SIMSBORO LOUISIANA
71275

Race:WHITE

Sex: MALE

Date of Birth:10/14/1963
Height: 6,A61

Weight: 180 POUNDS
Hair Color: BROWN
Eye Color: BLUE
Published in the Ruston
Daily Leader, Ruston, LA,
on OCT 18 & 20 2023

The Lincoln Parish Police
Jury met in special ses-
sion on Thursday, Sep-
tember 28, 2023, at 9:30
a.m., in the Police Jury
Meeting Room, 100 West
Texas Avenue, Ruston,
Louisiana. Presentwere:
Hazel Hunter, District
Two; Richard I. Durrett,
District Three; T.J. Cran-
ford, District Four; Logan
Hunt, District Five; Glenn
Scriber, District Six; Matt
Pullin, District Seven;
Joe Henderson, District
Nine; Milton Melton,
District Ten; Sharyon
Mayfield, District Eleven
and Annette Straughter,
District Twelve.
ABSENT: Theresa Wyatt,
District One and Skip
Russell, District Eight
President Durrett called
the meeting to order, and
Joe Hendersondelivered
the invocation and led
the Pledge of Allegiance.
Annette Straughter of-
fered amotion, seconded
by Sharyon Mayfield, to
approve the Agenda as
presented. The motion
was voted upon and
carried with the following
votes:

YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Pullin, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
Straughter

Mr. Durrett called for
public comments on
the agenda. There were
none.

The only item on the
Agenda was to consider,
and take action if nec-
essary, the adoption of
a Resolution conveying
support for an annual
payment-in-lieu of tax
agreement between the
Industrial Development
Board of the City of
Ruston, Louisiana, Inc.
and J.P. Morgan Chase.
Mr. Justyn Dixon was
present to explain the
purpose of the Reso-
lution and answer any
questions concerning the
proposed tax incentives.
Representatives from
J.P. Morgan Chase were
present to also answer
questions. After discus-
sion, Logan Hunt offered
a motion, seconded by
Sharyon Mayfield, to
adopt the resolution.
Lincoln Parish Police
Jury

Resolution 23-23

A Resolution Conveying
Support for an Annual
Payment-In-

Lieu of Tax Agreement
Between the Industrial
Development Board of
the City of Ruston, Louisi-
ana, Inc. and [JP Morgan
Chase Entity].
WHEREAS, the Industri-
al Development Board of
the City of Ruston, Louisi-
ana, Inc. (the ,AUIDB,Au),
is authorized and em-
powered under Chapter
7 of Title 51 of the Lou-
isiana Revised Statutes
of 1950, as amended
(La. R.S. 51:1151 et
seq.) (the ,AUAct,Au),
and other constitutional
and statutory authority
supplemental thereto,
to construct, acquire,
own, lease, rent, repair,
renovate, improve, fi-
nance, sell, and/or dis-
pose of facilities that
are determined by the
IDB to be instrumental
to the removal of blight
or the redevelopment
of distressed areas, or
to promote economic
development through
the creation of jobs and/
or the enhancement of
the tax base of the City
of Ruston; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to
theAct, property acquired
by the IDB in connection
with its performance of a
public function on behalf
of the municipality or
parish with respect to
which the corporation
is organized, is exempt
from all taxation in the
State of Louisiana, and
pursuant to La. R.S.
51:1160 the IDB may
require the developers of
projects to pay annually
tothe localtaxing author-
ities, through the normal
collecting agency, a sum
inlieu of ad valoremtaxes
to compensate such au-
thorities for any services
rendered by themto such
projects which sum shall
not be in excess of the
ad valorem taxes such
developers would have
been obligated to pay to
such authorities had it
beenthe ownerofthe de-
velopment projectduring
the period for which such
payment is made; and
WHEREAS, [JP Mor-
gan Chase Entity] (the
,AuCompany,Au) is
considering the acqui-
sition, construction and
installation of a new
Operations Center with
an estimated capital ex-
penditure of thirty million
dollars ($30,000,000)
and the creation of up
to two hundred (200) full
time jobs withan average
wage of $50,000, on
North Frontage Road
in the City of Ruston,
State of Louisiana (the
LAUProject,Au), and for
which the Company re-
quests that the IDB enter
into a payment-in-lieu of
tax agreement whereby
the Company will make
an annual payment in
lieu of ad valorem tax-
es which will, in part,
result in an abatement
of a percentage of the
ad valorem taxes that
would otherwise be due
to the Lincoln Parish
Police Jury if the Project
was not owned by the
IDB based on the num-
ber of jobs created and
maintained (the ,AGPI-
LOT,Au or ,AGPILOT
Agreement,Au) which
abatement percentage
shall be equal to: i) 25%
for 0-24 jobs, ii) 37.5%
for 25-50 jobs, iii) 50% for
51-100jobs, iv) 62.5% for
101-150jobs, andv) 75%
for 151-200jobs, fora pe-
riod of fifteen (15) years
commencing on the date
Company purchases the
land for the Project (the
LAUPILOT Agreement
Term,Au); and
WHEREAS, to further
induce Company to un-
dertake the Projectin Lin-
coln Parish, the IDB has
agreed to arequest from
the Company to include
in the PILOT Agreement
a contractual sales and
use payment-in-lieu of
tax which will result in
the abatement of sales

and use taxes due onthe
purchase of construction
material, construction
equipmentand computer
equipment in an amount
equal to approximately
fifty percent (50%) of
the sales and use taxes
that would otherwise be
due to the Lincoln Parish
Police Jury if the Project
was not owned by the
IDB, for aperiod of five (5)
commencing on the date
Company purchases the
land for the Project; and
WHEREAS, the con-
struction of the Project
will result in significant
economic benefits to
Lincoln Parish Police
Jury including increases
in ad valorem and sales
and use tax collections
to support Lincoln Parish
Police Jury and providing
a significant number of
new jobs and payroll that
will benefit the economy
of Lincoln Parish, all of
which would not exist but
for the inducement of the
Company to undertake
the Project (collectively,
the ,AuEconomic Bene-
fits,Au); and
WHEREAS, the PILOT
Agreement shall termi-
nate on a date that is the
earlier the expiration of
the PILOT Term or upon
any such time that the
Company should cease
to operate (or provide
for the operation of) the
Project (the ,AUPILOT
Agreement Termination
Date,Au) and that the
full amount of al taxes
will be levied following
the PILOT Agreement
Termination Date; and
WHEREAS, this Lincoln
Parish Police Jury (the
LAULPPJ,Au) has con-
cluded that the Project
will benefit the citizens
of Lincoln Parish (the
AUParish,Au) by increas-
ing the educational op-
portunities available to
the citizens as a result
of an immediate influx
of sales and use tax col-
lections and ad valorem
tax collections, aswell as
by attracting a significant
number of new jobs and
payrollthat will benefitthe
economy of the Parish,
and that it is in the public
interest of said citizens to
encourage and support
the development of the
Project and the PILOT
Agreement used to fa-
cilitate the development
of the Project;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED by
the Lincoln Parish Police
Jury that:

Section 1. The foregoing
whereas clauses are
hereby adopted as set
forth in the preamble to
this Resolution.

Section 2. This LPPJ
does hereby extend its
support for the execution
of the PILOT Agreement
by and between the IDB
and the Company, as de-
scribed in the foregoing
whereas clauses.
Section 3. The President
and Parish Administrator
are hereby authorized,
empowered, and direct-
ed to take any and all
such action as may be
necessary to carry into
effect the provisions of
this Resolution.

Section 4. If any one or
more of the provisions
of this Resolution shall
for any reason be held
to be illegal or invalid,
suchillegality orinvalidity
shall not affect any other
provision of this Resolu-
tion, but this Resolution
shall be construed and
enforced as if such ille-
gal or invalid provisions
had not been contained
herein. Any constitutional
or statutory provision
enacted after the date
of this Resolution which
validates or makes legal
any provision of this
Resolution which would
not otherwise be valid or
legal, shallbe deemed to
apply to this Resolution.
Section 5. This Resolu-
tion shall immediately
take effect upon adop-
tion.

Said Resolution having
been read and consid-
ered by a quorum of the
Lincoln Parish Police
Jury, on motion to adopt
by Logan Hunt and sec-
onded by Sharyon May-
field, a record vote was
taken and the following
result was had:

YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Pullin, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
Straughter

ABSENT: Wyatt, Rus-
sell

WHEREUPON, the pre-
siding officer declared
the above Resolution
duly adopted in full on
this, the 28th day of
September, 2023.

/s/ Richard I. Durrett
Richard I. Durrett, Pres-
ident /s/ Courtney
Hall

Courtney Hall, Parish
Administrator
Following public com-
ments, Annette Straugh-
ter offered a motion, sec-
onded by Hazel Hunter,
to adjourn the meeting.
The motion carried with
the following votes:
YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Pullin, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and

Straughter

Courtney Hall

Richard I. Durrett
Interim Parish Adminis-
trator

Police Jury President
Published in the Ruston
Daily Leader, Ruston, LA,
on Oct. 22, 2023

The Finance Committee
of the Lincoln Parish
Police Jury met in the
Lincoln Parish Police
Jury Meeting Room,
100 West Texas Avenue,
Tuesday, September 12,
2023, at 5:00 p.m. Pres-
ent were: Skip Russell,
Chair; Hazel Hunter, Joe
Henderson, and Sharyon
Mayfield.

ABSENT: Matt Pullin
Chair Skip Russell called
the meeting to order and
delivered the invocation.
Joe Henderson offered
a motion, seconded by
HazelHunter, to approve
the Agenda as present-
ed. The motion carried
with the following votes:
YEAS: Hunter, Russell,
Henderson, and Mayfield
Chairman Russell called
for Public Comments on
Agenda items. There
were none.

The Committee received
2024 budget requests
from the following De-
partments:

Bayou Lake D'Arbonne
Commission: A letter
was received requesting
a continuance of the
currentannual funding in
the amountof $1,800.00.
Sparta Groundwater
Commission: A letter
was received requesting
a continuance of the
currentannual funding in
the amount of $2,500.00.
CouncilonAging:Aletter
was received requesting
a continuance of the
currentannual funding in
the amount of $5,000.00
Lincoln Total Commu-
nity Action: A letter was
received requesting
$8,000.00 for the year
2024, an increase of
$2,000.00 over current
annual funding.

LSU Cooperative Ex-
tension Service: A letter
wasreceived requesting
$22,500.00 for the year
2024, an increase of
$2,500.00 over current
annual funding.

IT Department: A letter
was received requesting
a continuance of the cur-
rentannual fundinginthe
amount of $20,000.00.
Lincoln Parish GIS: A
letter was received re-
questing a continuance
of the current annual
funding in the amount of
$25,000.00.

Registrar of Voters: Mrs.
Sharon Parnellwas pres-
ent to request a contin-
uance of the current
annual funding in the
amount of $51,000.00.
Lincoln Parish Coroner:
A letter was received
requesting acontinuance
of the current annual
funding of $60,483.00.
Third Judicial District
Court: A letter was
received requesting
$140,739.00 for the year
2024, an increase of
$3,039.00 over current
annual funding

Lincoln Parish Dis-
trict Attorney: District
Attorney John Belton
was present to request
funding in the amount
of $300,000.00, an in-
crease of $55,340.00
over current annual
funding.

Northeast Delta Human
Services Authority: Alet-
terwasreceived request-
ing funding inthe amount
of $5,000.00, anincrease
of $3,470.00 over current
annual funding.

Keep Lincoln Parish
Beautiful: A letter was
received requesting a
continuance of the cur-
rent annual funding of
$7,500.00.

Lincoln Parish Health
Unit:Aletter was received
requesting acontinuance
of the current annual
funding in the amount of
$18,500.00.

There being no other
business to come before
the Committee, nor any
further publiccomments,
Joe Henderson offered
a motion, seconded by
Sharyon Mayfield, to
adjournthe meeting. The
motion carried with the
following votes:

YEAS: Hunter, Russell,
Henderson, and Mayfield
Published in the Ruston
Daily Leader, Ruston, LA,
on Oct.22 , 2023

The Parks, Recreation,
and Tourism Committee
of the Lincoln Parish Po-
lice Jury metinthe Police
Jury Meeting Room, 100
West Texas Avenue,
Tuesday, September
12, 2023, at 5:30 p.m.
Present were: Glenn
Scriber, Logan Hunt, and
Skip Russell.

ABSENT: TJ Cranford
and Annette Straughter
Chair Glenn Scriber
called the meeting to
order and delivered the
invocation.

Logan Hunt offered a
motion, seconded by
Skip Russell, to approve
the agenda. The motion
carried with the following
votes:

YEAS: Hunt, Scriber, and
Russell

Chairman Scriber called
for Public Comments on
Agenda ltems. There
were none.

The first item on the
agenda was to approve
Change Order No. 2
for the Mountain Bike
Flow Trails Hub in the
amount of $4,800.00.
Paul Riley, Project En-
gineer, explained that
the Change Order was
needed to accommodate
modifications necessary
for existing trail alignment
. After discussion, Skip
Russell offered a motion,
seconded by Logan Hunt
toapprove Change Order
No. 2 for the Mountain
Bike Flow Trails Hub in
the amount of $4,800.00.
The motion carried with
the following votes:
YEAS: Hunt, Scriber, and
Russell

The next item on the
agenda was to approve
Change Order No. 1 for
the Love Louisiana Out-
doors Program Mountain
Bike Flow Trails in the
approximate amount of
$87,500.00 contingent
on LCDBG Approval.
Paul Riley, Project Engi-
neer, explained that after
the water improvements
were completed, there
would be approximately
$163,780.00 remain-
ing in the grant that
could be spent on the
Bike Flow Trails. Mr.
Riley suggested that the
Committee authorize the
Administrator to approve
any change orders up
to this amount in order
to completely utilize all
available grant funding.
Following discussion,
Skip Russell offered a
motion, seconded by Lo-
ganHunt, toauthorize the
Administrator to approve
any change orders to the
Bike Flow Trails Pro-
ject up to the maximum
amount of $163,780.00
and contingenton further
approval by LCDBG. The
motion carried with the
following votes:

YEAS: Hunt, Scriber, and
Russell

Next item on the agenda
was to approve Change
Order No. 1 for Love
Louisiana Outdoors Pro-
gram Utility Improve-
ments, in the amount of
$15,156.00. Logan Hunt
offered a motion, sec-
onded by Skip Russell,
toapprove Change Order
No. 1 for Love Louisiana
Outdoors Program Utility
Improvements, in the
amount of $15,156.00.
The motion carried with
the following votes:
YEAS: Hunt, Scriber, and
Russell

Logan Hunt offered a
motion, seconded Skip
Russell, to authorize a
Certificate of Substan-
tial Completion for the
Love Louisiana Out-
doors Program Utility
Improvements Project.
The motion carried with
the following votes:
YEAS: Hunt, Scriber, and
Russell

There being no other
business to come before
the Committee, nor any
further publiccomments,
Logan Hunt offered a
motion, seconded by
Skip Russell, to adjourn
the meeting. The motion
carried with the following
votes:

YEAS: Hunt, Scriber,
and RussellPublished in
the Ruston Daily Leader,
Ruston, LA, on Oct. 22,
2023

The Public Works Com-
mittee of the Lincoln
Parish Police Jury metin
the Police Jury Meeting
Room, 100 West Texas
Avenue, Tuesday, Sep-
tember 12, 2023, at 6:00
p.m. Present were: Lo-
ganHunt, Chair; Theresa
Wyatt, and Glenn Scriber
ABSENT: TJ Cranford
and Matt Pullin

Logan Hunt called the
meeting to order and
Glenn Scriber delivered
the invocation.

Glenn Scriber offered
a motion, seconded by
Theresa Wyatt, to ap-
prove the agenda. The
motion carried with the
following votes:

YEAS: Wyatt, Hunt,
and Scriber

Chairman Hunt called
for Public Comments
on Agenda ltems. There
were none.

The first item on the
Agenda was to take
action on bids for CIP
Hot Mix Overlays. Inter-
im Parish Administrator
Courtney Hall recom-
mended award to the low
bidder meeting specifi-
cations, Amethyst Con-
struction, in the amount
of $1,282,594.07. Glenn
Sciber offered a motion,
seconded by Theresa
Wyatt, to award the bid to
Amethyst Construction.
The motion carried with
the following votes:
YEAS: Wyatt, Hunt,
and Scriber

The second item on the
agenda was to author-
ize the advertisement
for bids for the Sewer
Consolidation Project
contingenton Water Sec-
tor Program Approval.
Theresa Wyatt offered

a motion, seconded by
Glenn Scriber, to author-
ize the advertisement.
The motion carried with
the following votes:
YEAS:Wyatt, Hunt and
Scriber

Next item on the Agenda
was to authorize the sub-
mittal of a project permit
to Louisiana DOTD to
allow the Police Jury to
patch and chip seal I-20
bridge approaches at
Walnut Creek (East and
West), Chandler Road,
Pipes Road, Harris Road,
and Norris Road. Follow-
ing discussion, Glenn
Scriber offered a motion,
seconded by Theresa
Wyatt, to authorize sub-
mittal of a project permit
to Louisiana DOTD, to
allow the Police Jury to
patchand chip seal select
1-20 bridge approaches.
The motion carried with
the following votes:
YEAS: Wyatt, Hunt,
and Scriber

The next Item on the
agenda was to discuss
and take action, if neces-
sary, participation in the
Road Transfer Program
with Louisiana DOTD on
1-20 bridge approaches
at Walnut Creek (East
and West), Chandler
Road, Pipes Road, Norris
Road, and Harris Road.
Mr. Matt French and Mr.
Jeff Shapiro of Louisiana
DOTD were present to
explainthe requirements
and obligations for partic-
ipation in the Program.
Mr. French stated that
the Police Jury would be
accepting a permanent
servitude for these ap-
proaches while LADOTD
would patch and overlay
the approaches before
the exchange, as well as
providing a road transfer
cash creditinthe amount
of $773,602.00, which is
a 40-year maintenance
valuation. Mr. French
further explained that
due to the backlog of
existing road transfer
projects, the exchange
for this project would not
occur until funding was
available, time estimat-
ed to be about 3 years.
After further discussion,
Theresa Wyatt, offered
a motion, seconded by
Glenn Scriber, to author-
ize aresolution to partici-
pate inthe Road Transfer
Program with Louisiana
DOTD on select 1-20
bridge approaches. The
motion carried with the
following votes:

YEAS: Wyatt, Hunt,
and Scriber

There being no other
business to come before
the Committee, nor any
further publiccomments,
Logan Hunt offered a
motion, seconded by
Theresa Wyatt, to ad-
journ the meeting. The
motion carried with the
following votes:

YEAS: Wyatt, Hunt,
and Scriber

LINCOLN PARISH
SCHOOL BOARD
Ruston, Louisiana
REGULAR SESSION
Tuesday, October 3,
2023 12:00 p.m.

The Lincoln Parish
School Board metin Reg-
ular Sessionon Tuesday,
October 3,2023, at 12:00
p.m. at Dubach School,
7710 Fellowship Road,
Dubach, Louisiana.
Members present were
Ms. Debbie Abrahm, Mr.
Clark Canterbury, Ms.
Donna Doss, Mr. David
Ferguson, Mr. Danny
Hancock, Ms. Lynda
Henderson, Mr. George
Mack, Jr., Mr. Joe Mit-
cham, Mr. Gregg Phillips,
Mr. Hunter Smith, and Dr.
Danielle Williams.

Mr. Otha Anders was
absent.

President Joe Mitcham
called the meeting to
order, and Ms. Doss
gave the invocation. Ms.
Henderson led in the
Pledge of Allegiance to
the American flag.

Upon a motion by Mr.
Smith, seconded by Mr.
Hancock, the Board vot-
ed to adopt the agenda
as printed. Upon a mo-
tion by Ms. Abrahm,
seconded by Ms. Doss,
the Board unanimously
voted to approve the
minutes of the Regular
Session held on Septem-
ber 5, 20283, as printed.
Brandon Sutherland,
Communications Coordi-
nator, shared thathe was
honored to recognize
three Ruston High School
seniors, Chaz Back-
haus, Jodi Dunbar, and
Thomas Rogers. These
students are among the
16,000 semifinalists in
the annual National Merit
Scholarship Program.
This group represents
less than 1% of all high
school seniors in the
United States. Mr. Suth-
erland shared some
background information
about these amazing
students and presented
each with a plaque.

Mr. Mitcham asked the
three students to in-
troduce their family in
attendance and again
congratulated them on
such anamazing accom-
plishment.

Following a month of
studying policy revisions,

John Young, Assistant
Superintendent, rec-
ommended the board
members approve the
proposed policy revisions
to the policy manual.
Upon a motion by Mr.
Hancock, seconded by
Ms. Abrahm, the Board
unanimously voted to
approve policy revisions
BCBK ,Ai Executive
Sessions, DC ,Ai An-
nual Operating Budget,
DID ,Ai Audits, EBBC
LAl Emergency/Crisis
Management, EBBI ,Ai
Public Health Emergen-
cy, EBCB Ai Video/Audio
Monitoring of School
Board, ED ,Ai Student
Transportation Manage-
ment, GBRIB ,Ai Sick
Leave, and GBRIC Ai
Maternity and Adoption
Leave.
Superintendent Ricky
Durrett reported to the
Board that a five-mem-
ber committee including
Clark Canterbury, Danny
Hancock, George Mack,
Jr., Kevin Singh, and
Steve Traxler served in
the selection process
for the Construction
Management at Risk
Service (CMAR) Sims-
boro School District No.
3 Bond Construction
Project. The committee
reviewed the six submis-
sions narrowing them
downtothree companies
forthe finalinterview held
on September 20, 2023.
Following this process,
and after final tabula-
tion, Lincoln Builders of
Ruston, Inc. was selected
for the project. He asked
the Board to approve this
selection.

Upon a motion by Mr.
Canterbury, seconded
by Ms. Doss, the Board
unanimously votedto ap-
prove the selection of Lin-
coln Builders of Ruston,
Inc. for the CMAR JAi
Simsboro School Capi-
tal Improvements 2023
Bond Project.

Dr. Sheila Nugent,
Facilitator of Federal
Programs, presented a
proposal to the Board
for bus air conditioning
units for Lincoln Parish
school buses. She said
this proprosal would help
to improve air quality
on buses. The plan is
to eventually equip all
buses in the fleet with
air conditioning, with the
exception of buses that
are 10 ,Ai 15 years old.
These older buses will
soon exit the fleet and
will be replaced with
air-conditioned buses.
Upon a motion by Mr.
Smith, seconded by Ms.
Henderson, the Board
voted unanimously to
grantthe Superintendent
permission to issue a
Request for Proposal to
retrofit air conditioning
systems for approxi-
mately 35 school buses,
with an option for more
buses as ESSER funding
allows, to provide a safer
bus riding experience for
our students and drivers,
andthatthe Board grants
the Superintendent per-
mission to accept the
lowest bid meeting spec-
ifications as outlined on
the Request for Proposal.
Juanita Duke, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, report-
ed that after evaluating
sales tax collections
and group health costs
in the 2000 Sales Tax
Fund this past year and
thisyear,A6s current staff
counts and retirement
costs, administration
proposes an increase
in the November salary
supplement amounts
with $3,700 ($500 in-
crease) being paidto cer-
tificated employees and
$1,850 ($250 increase)
being paid to support
employees. She stated
that future supplement
amounts could change
based on changesin staff
counts, retirement costs,
and/or group insurance
costs. These are all fac-
tors in determining funds
available for supplement
payments.

Dr. Williams asked for
clarification on salaried
employees versus sup-
port employees, and
about the status of the
review that was dis-
cussed at a previous
meeting. Mr. Durrett said
that we have submitted
information to the private
consultant contracted to
review staff compensa-
tion and a final report
with recommendations
is expectedin the Spring.
Upon a motion by Mr.
Smith, seconded by Mr.
Mack and Ms. Abrahm,
the Board unanimously
voted to approve the
amount of the November
salary supplementstobe
distributed to salaried
employees on November
16, 2023, in the amounts
of $3,700 for certified
positions and $1,850 for
support positions.

A personnel report was
the next item on the
agenda. Dr. Doris Lewis,
Human Resources Direc-
tor, voiced the following:
Retirement of Cheryl Wil-
liams, school secretary
at Glen View, effective
December 21, 2023.
Resignation of Nathan
Trahan, music teacher
at Ruston High, effective

September 23, 2023.
3.Employment of the
following:

Chloe Winstead, science
teacher at Ruston High,
replacing KaiBurrellwho
resigned, effective
September 8, 2023; and
Todd Garvin, online
administrator/coach at
Youth Rescue Center,
replacingAngeliaBorden
whotransferred, effective
September 14, 2023.
4.Resignation of Jessica
Jenkins, bus operator,
effective September 23,
2023.

Employment of Joseph
Fletcher, bus operator,
replacing Christopher
Joiner who transferred,
effective September 12,
2023; and

Alton Roane, bus oper-
ator, replacing Kimberly
Salsberry Jones who
transferred, effective
September 25, 2023.
Ms. Duke reported that
sales tax collections
for September were up
8.29% over the same
month of the prior year.
Overall, total collections
are down 3.64% year-
to-date, with total col-
lections for the first three
months of the year being
approximately 22.95%
of collections last year.
In a financial update for
August of 2023, the total
ending fund balance for
all funds combined was
$52.7 million. The total
General Fund is at $3.6
million, total Undesig-
nated Fund balance is
35.9% of our total oper-
ating expenditures when
compared to the budget
that Board adopted at
the last meeting. Ex-
penditures so far for the
first two months of the
year are $7.9 million.
She noted $1.1 million of
spending is from federal
Education Stabilization
Funds for capital projects
underway and liquidating
ESSER Il funds.

Ms. Duke sharedthat our
July health plan report
was deferred last month,
so we have two reports.
For July, total plan operat-
ing expenses was $1.15
million and for August,
total operating expenses
was $1.4 milion. The
total accumulated year-
to-date expenditures
as of the end of August
2023 forourhealthplanis
$10.1 million, compared
to $8.7 million in August
last year. This is an in-
crease of $1.4 million in
health plan expenditures.
The total net change
in assets for the plan
year through August is a
$371,956 decrease.
Next Mr. Durrett present-
ed an enrollment update
to board members. He
stated that all of our Lin-
coln Parish schools have
a daily attendance rate
above 90%, with Howard
School, A.E. Phillips and
Choudrant Elementary
being above 95%. He
added thatmany schools
are doing rewards every
month for students with
perfect attendance, and
we are working hardto try
to get attendance rates

up.
In a Report of the Su-
perintendent, Mr. Durrett
said:

This Fridayis our October
Professional Develop-
ment day. There will
be no school for stu-
dents, but teachers and
staff will report for a No
Nonsense Nurturer PD
that day. This training is
designed to help teach-
ers and administrators
understand more about
the culture and climate
of their schools, and
how to handle different
discipline issues with
students.

All schools and offices
are closed the week of
October 9 ,Ai 13 for fall
break.

November 7th will be a
virtual day for Lincoln
Parish students and will
be an additional Profes-
sional Development day
for Academics due to the
No Nonsense Nurturer
PD on October 6th.
Following comments
from board members,
Dubach parents, and
members of the Dubach
community, Ms. Doss
took the opportunity to
thank everyone who
came to Dubach School
today. She saidthiswasa
greatopportunity to show
off her ,Alihome,Au, and
that great things happen
at Dubach School.
Upon a motion by Mr.
Phillips, seconded by
Mr. Smith, the meeting
adjourned at 12:54 p.m.
Ricky Durrett, Secretary
Joe E. Mitcham, Jr.,
President

Published in the Ruston
Daily Leader, Ruston, LA,
on Oct.22 , 2023

Anyone knowing the
whereabouts of the heirs
of:

The UNOPENED SUC-
CESSION OF GASIM
AHMAN

IDRIS, please contact
Deanna D. McCallum,
Attorney at

Law, 203 North Main
Street, P.O. Box 368,
Farmerville,

Louisiana 71241, tele-

phone number 318-278-
7809.Published in the
Ruston Daily Leader,
Ruston, LA, on Oct.22
, 2023

The Lincoln Parish Police
Jury met in regular ses-
sion on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 12, 2023, at 7:00
p.m. in the Police Jury
Meeting Room, 100 West
Texas Avenue, Ruston,
Louisiana. Presentwere:
Hazel Hunter, District
Two; Richard |. Durrett,
District Three; T.J. Cran-
ford, District Four; Logan
Hunt, District Five; Glenn
Scriber, District Six; Skip
Russell, District Eight;
Joe Henderson, District
Nine; Milton Melton,
District Ten; Sharyon
Mayfield, District Eleven;
and Annette Straughter,
District Twelve.
ABSENT: Theresa Wyatt,
District One; Matt Pullin,
District Seven.
President Durrett called
the meeting to order, and
Skip Russell delivered
the Invocation and led
the Pledge of Allegiance.
Sharon Mayfield offered
a motion, seconded by
Hazel Hunter, to approve
the Agenda as printed.
The motion carried with
the following votes:
YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
Straughter

President Durrett called
for Public Comments on
Agenda Items. Mr. Bill
Smith commented on
available Land and Wa-
ter Conservation Grant
funds.

Milton Melton offered
a motion, seconded by
Sharyon Mayfield, to
approve the Minutes
of the August 8, 2023
regular meeting. The
motion carried with the
following votes:

YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
Straughter

Skip Russell stated that
the Finance Committee
metat5:00 PMthisday to
receive the 2024 budget
requests, which were all
takenunder advisement.
No other actions were
taken. He offered his
report in the form of a
motion, seconded by
Joe Henderson. The
motion carried with the
following votes:

YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
Straughter

Glenn Scriber stated that
the Parks, Recreation
and Tourism Committee
met at 5:30 PM and
the Committee recom-
mends:

1.Approving Change Or-
derNo. 2forthe Mountain
Bike Flow Trails Hub in
the amount of $4,800.00
2.Authorize Adminis-
trator to approve any
change orderstothe Bike
Flow Trails Project up to
the maximum amount of
$163,780.00 and contin-
gent on further approval
by LCDBG.

3.Authorize approval of
Change Order No. 1 for
Louisiana Love Outdoors
Program Utility Improve-
ments in the amount of
$15,156.00.
4.Authorize a Certificate
of Substantial Comple-
tion for the Love Louisi-
ana Outdoors Program
Utility Improvements
Project.

Mr. Scriber offered his
report in the form of a
motion, seconded by
Skip Russell. The motion
carried with the following
votes:

YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
Straughter

Logan Hunt stated that
the Public Works Com-
mittee met this day at
6:30 PM and the Commit-
tee recommends:
1.Accepting the low bid
for hot mix overlays
from Amethyst Construc-
tion in the amount of
$1,282,594.07.
2.Authorize advertise-
ment for bids for Sewer
Consolidation Project
contingenton Water Sec-
tor Program approval.
3.Authorize submittal of
project permit to Louisi-
anaDOTDtoallow Police
Jury to patch and chip
seal select I-20 bridge
approaches.
4.Authorize a resolution
withthe LADOTD to par-
ticipate in Road Transfer
Program.

Mr. Hunt offered his
report in the form of a
motion, seconded by
Skip Russell. The motion
carried with the following
votes:

YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
Straughter

The next item on the
agenda was to adopt
a resolution clarifying
a previous transfer of
State Road to Lincoln
Parish and establishinga
new transfer of servitude
from Louisiana DOTD to
Lincoln Parish for various
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approachesto I-20 bridg-
es. Logan Hunt offered
a motion, seconded by
Hazel Hunter to adopt
the resolution.
Resolution No. 23-21
WHEREAS, The Lincoln
Parish Police Jury, in
exchange for the prior
transfer by the State of
Louisiana of the following
described property to
Lincoln Parish, agrees
to record its previous
acceptance of owner-
ship of whatever rights
the State of Louisiana,
through the Department
of Transportation and
Development ("DOTD"
or "Department"), may
have owned, with the
exception of any and all
mineral rights, in and to
the following described
property and all rights,
obligations and liabilities,
including, but not limited
to, all operation, main-
tenance, and repairs
associated therewith,
for its operation and
maintenance as a parish
road:Segment LP-I- The
portion of former state
route LA 563 (known as
Dicks Store Road) from
its junction with the local
road known as CCC
Road proceeding north
approximately | .48 miles
to its intersection with
the local road known as
Mondy Road.Segment
LP-2 - The portion of
former state route LA563
(known as Dicks Store
Road) from its intersec-
tion with the local road
known as Mondy Road
proceeding north approx-
imately 1.12 miles to its
intersection with state
routes LA 3005 and LA
563.Segment LP-3-The
portion of former state
route LA 816 (known in
parts as Madden Road
and Belton Road) from
its intersection with the
local road known as
Mondy Road proceeding
north approximately | .41
miles to its intersection
with state routes LA3005.
WHEREAS, The Lincoln
Parish Police Jury agrees
to accept a servitude,
for the use of roadways
and any adjacent rights
of way, over the follow-
ing described property
owned by the Depart-
ment (hereinafter "servi-
tude for roadway use"),
and agrees to accept all
future rights, duties, ob-
ligations, responsibilities,
and liabilities associated
with its use, operation,
and maintenance as a
parish road, subject to
the reservation of the
Department's ownership
rights as well as the
Department's right to
terminate the servitude
in the event that the
Department, in its sole
discretion, finds such
termination necessary or
convenientin connection
with the performance of
its functions:
Segment 1S -The portion
of the western leg of the
road known as Walnut
Creek Road from the
south approach slab
to the interstate 1-20
overpass proceeding
southwest approximately
0.15 miles to the limit
of DOTD maintenance.
Segment 1N -The portion
of the western leg of the
road known as Walnut
Creek Road from the
north approach slab
to the interstate 1-20
overpass proceeding
northeast approximately
0.16 miles to the limit
of DOTD maintenance.
Segment2S - The portion
of the eastern leg of the
road known as Walnut
Creek Road from the
south approach slab
to the interstate 1-20
overpass proceeding
southwest approximately
0.27 miles to the limit
of DOTD maintenance.
Segment2N-The portion
of the eastern leg of the
road known as Walnut
Creek Road fromthe
north approach slab
to the interstate 1-20
overpass proceeding
northeast approximately
0.17 miles to the limit
of DOTD maintenance.
Segment3S - The portion
of the road known as
Chandler Road (Parish
Road 442) fromthe south
approach slab to the
interstate 1-20 overpass
proceeding southerly
approximately 0.13 miles
to the limit of DOTD
maintenance.Segment
3N - The portion of the
road known as Chandler
Road (Parish Road 442)
from the north approach
slabtotheinterstate 1-20
overpass proceeding
northerly approximately
0.09 miles to the limit
of DOTD maintenance.
Segment 4S - The por-
tion of the road known
as Pipes Road from the
south approach slab
to the interstate 1-20
overpass proceeding
south approximately 0.14
miles to the limitof DOTD
maintenance.Segment
4N The portion ofthe road
known as Pipes Road
from the north approach
slabtotheinterstate 1-20
overpass proceeding
north approximately 0.14
miles to the limitof DOTD
maintenance.Segment
58S - The portion of the
road known as Harris
Road from the south
approach slab to the
interstate 1-20 overpass
proceeding southwest
approximately 0.11 miles
tothe limitof DOTD main-
tenance.Segment 5N
- The portion of the road
known as Harris Road
from the north approach
slabtotheinterstate 1-20
overpass proceeding
northeast approximately
0.15 miles to the limit
of DOTD maintenance.
Segment 6S - The por-
tion of the road known
as Noris Road (Parish
Road 43) from the south
approach slab to the
interstate 1-20 overpass
proceeding southerly
approximately 0.14 miles
to the limit of DOTD

maintenance.Segment
6N - The portion of the
road known as Norris
Road (Parish Road 43)
from the north approach
slabtotheinterstate 1-20
overpass proceeding
northerly approximately
0.12 miles to the limit
of DOTD maintenance.
The Lincoln Parish Police
Jury agrees to accept
ownership of the above
describedrightsinandto
the aforesaid described
property at the proper
time and under the con-
ditions specified herein
below:CONDITION I:
Provide repairstoinclude
patch, overlay with hot
mix asphaltic concrete,
and striping the resur-
faced pavement for the
portions of the interstate
1-20 overpass approach-
es known as Walnut
Creek Road (west and
east), Chandler Road,
Pipes Road, Harris Road
and Norris Road to be
granted a servitude for
roadway use to Lincoln
Parish.CONDITION 11:
DOTD shall provide
Road Transfer credit
in the form of funds in
the amount of SEVEN
HUNDRED SEVEN-
TY-THREE THOUSAND
SIX HUNDRED TWO
AND 00/100 DOLLARS
($773,602.00) to the
Lincoln Parish for the
servitude for roadway
use for the portions of
approaches to interstate
1-20 overpasses, that
are not part of the federal
system, to be granted to
Lincoln Parish. These
funds may only be ex-
pended on activities
allowed under La. R.S.
48:753.(a) The amount
of Road Transfer credit
to be provided under this
condition is calculated
pursuant to a present
worth 40-year mainte-
nance valuation where-
by DOTD determines
the cost of maintaining
the road in the state
highway system for 40
years from the present
date.BE IT RESOLVED,
That the Lincoln Parish
Police Jury shall accept
ownership of whatever
rights the Department
may own in and to the
aforesaid described
property as a binding
agreement between the
Department and the Lin-
coln Parish Police Jury,
provided the Depart-
ment shall comply with
the relevant condition(s)
stated herein.BE IT
FURTHER RESOLVED,
That the Lincoln Parish
Police Jury authorizes
the presiding President
of the Lincoln Parish
Police Jury to execute
an Intergovernmental
Cooperative Endeavor
Agreement between the
Department and the Lin-
coln Parish Police Jury,
and any amendments or
necessary modifications
thereto, memorializing
the agreement between
the parties relative to the
above-stated property
transfers.BE IT FUR-
THER RESOLVED, That
the Lincoln Parish Police
Jury authorizes the pre-
siding President of the
Lincoln Parish Police
Jury to execute any and
alldocuments necessary
to effect the transfer of
the aforesaid described
property at the proper
time.BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED, That the
Lincoln Parish Police
Jury hereby represents
that it has received ap-
proval from a majority
of the state legislative
delegation from Lincoln
Parish of the actions
contemplated herein.
The motion carried with
the following votes:-
YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield and
StraughterFollowing a
brief description of pro-
cedural requirements for
conducting a Board of
Review and holding the
necessary public hear-
ings for the property tax
assessment process for
the year 2023, Sharyon
Mayfield offered a mo-
tion, seconded by Hazel
Hunter, to recess the
Police Jury meeting and
reconvene as the Board
of Review. The motion
carried with the following
votes:YEAS: Hunter,
Durrett, Cranford, Hunt,
Scriber, Russell, Hen-
derson, Melton, Mayfield,
and StraughterMr. Billy
McBride, Lincoln Parish
Assessor, reported that
a property assessment
appeal had been re-
ceived, from Regen-
cy Intrastate Gas, LLC
for assessment num-
bers: 100950, 101348,
102097, and 105534. As-
sessor McBride recom-
mended that the Board
uphold the assessment.
There being no one
from Regency Intrastate
Gas, LLC to present oral
comments regarding the
assessment, Sharyon
Mayfield offered a mo-
tion, seconded by Joe
Henderson, to uphold
the assessments and
certify the assessment
list to the Louisiana Tax
Commission. The motion
carried with the following
votes:YEAS: Hunter,
Durrett, Cranford, Hunt,
Scriber, Russell, Hen-
derson, Melton, Mayfield,
and StraughterAnnette
Straughter offered a
motion, seconded by
Hazel Hunter, to adjourn
the Board of Review and
reconvene the regular
Police Jury Meeting.
The motion carried with
the following votes:-
YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
StraughterUnder New
Business, Skip Russell
offered a motion, sec-
onded by Glenn Scriber,
toauthorize an advertise-
ment for bids for FY 2021
CDBG-CV HVAC Im-
provements. The motion

carried with the following
votes:YEAS: Hunter,
Durrett, Cranford, Hunt,
Scriber, Russell, Hen-
derson, Melton, Mayfield,
and Straughter

Next item on the Agenda
was to authorize the
substantial completion
on the Health Unit Utility
Relocation Project. After
discussion, Joe Hender-
son offered a motion,
seconded by Annette
Straughter, to authorize
substantial completion
for the Health Unit Util-
ity Relocation Project.
The motion carried with
the following votes:-
YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
StraughterNext on the
Agenda was to adopt a
Citizen Participation Plan
for FY 2024/25 LCDBG
Grant Application. Joe
Henderson offered a
motion, seconded by
Hazel Hunter, to adopt a
Citizen Participation Plan
for FY 2024-25 LCDBG
Grant Application. The
motion carried with the
following votes: YEAS:
Hunter, Durrett, Cran-
ford, Hunt, Scriber, Rus-
sell, Henderson, Melton,
Mayfield, and Straughter
Joe Henderson offered
a motion, seconded by
Milton Melton, to call a
public hearing for FY
2024/25 LCDBG Grant
Program for September
26, 2023, at 5:00 PM
at the Lincoln Parish Li-
brary Events Center. The
motion carried with the
following votes: YEAS:
Hunter, Durrett, Cran-
ford, Hunt, Scriber, Rus-
sell, Henderson, Melton,
Mayfield, and Straughter
Next on the agenda was
the introduction of an Or-
dinance forthe sale of ad-
judicated property, Par-
cel No. 19181000076.
ORDINANCE NO.
____AN ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE AN
ACT OF SALE BY THE
PARISH OF LINCOLN
TO SELL ADJUDICAT-
ED PROPERTY DE-
SCRIBED AS: PARCEL
NO. 19181000076 IN
ACCORDANCE WITH
LAR.S.47:2202T SEQ.
AND TO AUTHORIZE
THE LINCOLN PAR-
ISH POLICE JURY
PRESIDENT TO SIGN
ALL NECESSARY
DOCUMENTS AND
TO ADDRESS THEIR
MATTERS RELATIVE
THERETOWHEREAS,
the immovable property
described below was
adjudicated to the Parish
of Lincoln on June 18,
2013, for nonpayment
of taxes; and WHERE-
AS, the three (3) year
period for redemption
provided by Art. 7, -B25
of the Louisiana Con-
stitution has elapsed,
as well as the five (5)
year redemption period
established by Parish
Ordinance No: 337-14-0
and the owner of record
has failed to redeem the
adjudicated property;
and WHEREAS, LAR.S.
47:2202 etseq. provides
that the Parish may sell
adjudicated property in
accordance with law after
the expiration of the pe-
riod for redemption; and
WHEREAS, the Parish of
Lincoln has declared the
property described below
surplus and not needed
for a public purpose
and to dispose of said
property in accordance
with LAR.S. 47:2202, et
seq.; and WHEREAS,
the Parish of Lincoln
has received a written
offer to purchase said
property from Brandon
J. Milner, for the con-
sideration of $1,949.93
(One Thousand Nine
Hundred Forty-Nine Dol-
lars and Ninety-Three
Cents) cash, has been
accepted by the Lincoln
Parish Police Jury; and
WHEREAS, the prop-
erty described herein
below will be purchased
throughthe Parish ,AuLot
Next Door,Au program
and is therefore exempt
from the public bidding
requirement. NOW BE
IT ORDAINED by the
Lincoln Parish Police
Jury, that any Act of Sale
of the below described
property shall contain
the following conditions
and requirements

1) This property described
as Lincoln Parish Parcel
# 19181000076 with
no municipal address
located on S Pine Street,
Lincoln Parish, LA and
more fully described as:
Parcel# 19181000076
/ No Municipal Address
Brief Legal: 0 PINE
ST BEG 126'S. OF D/O
HWY. AND RUNNING
S. ALONG THE E/L OF
JOHN E. FORD'S LAND
PURCHASED FROM
THED.E.FORDEST.70'
TOTHEN/LOF PARDUE
PROP. TH. E. ALONG
N/L OF PARDUE PROP.
66', N 71' 10, W. 66 TO
POB, SEC 19-18-1 Legal
Description: Beginning
126 feet south of Dixie
Overland Highway and
running South along the
eastlineofJohnE.Ford's
land purchased from the
D.E. Ford Estate 70 feet
to the north line of the
Pardue property, thence
East along North line
of Pardue property 66
ft, thence North 71 feet
and 10 inches, thence
west 66 feet to point of
beginning. In Section
19, Township 18 N. R.
1 West.

2)This property shall be
sold in accordance with
LS-R.S.47:2201 et. seq.,
without any warranty,
from either the Parish or
Management Company,
whatsoever, even as to
thereturnofthe purchase
price.

3)The sale shall be on
a form approved by the
Parish Attorney and that
the sales price is paid by
certified funds atthe time
of the sale.

4)The sale shallinclude a

reservation of all mineral
rights to the Parish, but
shall convey all surface
rights.

5)The following shall be
completed priorto closing
of sale:

a.E&P Consulting Ser-
vices, LLC shall certify
in writing to the Parish
Attorney that they have
examined the mortgage
records, conveyance
records, probate and
civil suit records of the
Parish of Lincoln and that
attached to this certifica-
tion will be a written list
of names and last known
addresses of all owners,
mortgagees, and any oth-
er person who may have
a vested or contingent
interest in the property,
orwhohasfiled arequest
for notice as provided in
the former provisions
LS-R.S. 33:4720.17(B),
as indicated in those
records.

b.E&P Consulting Ser-
vices, LLC will provide
notice to those persons
identified in accordance
with LS-R.S. 47:2201 et.
seq. Proof of said notice
willbe filedinthe convey-
ance records of Lincoln
Parish immediately after
the Act of Sale.

b.At the time of clos-
ing, the E&P Consulting
Services, LLC will cer-
tify in writing to Parish
Attorney and Clerk of
Court that the number
of days mandated by
LS-R.S. 47:2201 et. seq.
has elapsed since the
above required notice
was made or attempted
and that the property
has not been redeemed
by the payment of the
taxes owed.

BE IT FURTHER OR-
DAINED, by the Lincoln
Parish Policy Jury, that
the Police Jury President
is hereby authorized to
execute a Cash Sale
of the above described
adjudicated property
to the highest accept-
able bidder. The Cash
Sale shall contain all of
the above conditions
and requirements and
shall be executed within
the timelines specified.
Logan Hunt offered a
motion, seconded by T.J.
Cranford, tointroduce the
Ordinance for the Sale
of Adjudicated Property.
The motion carried with
the following votes:
\YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
Straughter

Next item on the agenda
was to declare surplus
property one CEIA Metal
Detector with a minimum
bid of $500.00. After dis-
cussion, Logan Hunt of-
feredamotion, seconded
by Joe Henderson, to de-
clare the item as surplus
property and authorize
associated actions. The
motion carried with the
following votes: YEAS:
Hunter, Durrett, Cran-
ford, Hunt, Scriber, Rus-
sell, Henderson, Melton,
Mayfield, and Straugh-
ter Under Resolutions,
Logan Hunt offered a
motion, seconded by Joe
Henderson, to authorize
the President to sign a
Cooperative Endeavor
Agreement with the State
of Louisiana regarding
Act 397 funding for Fire-
fighter Air Packs in the
amount of $90,000.00.
RESOLUTION NO. 23-
22 NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED that
the Lincoln Parish Police
Jury convenedin Regular
Session this 12th day of
September 2023, does
hereby authorize the
Police Jury President,
Richard |. Durrett, to
enter into a cooperative
endeavor agreement
with the State of Loui-
siana and the Louisiana
Departmentofthe Treas-
ury regarding Act 397
Funding for Firefighter
air packs in the amount
of $90,000.00.

/s/ Richard I. Durrett
Richard I. Durrett
Police Jury President
The motion carried with
the following votes:
YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
Straughter Next item
on the agenda was to
authorize the President
to sign an application
with Louisiana DOTD
for Transportation Grants
and execute necessary
certifications and assur-
ances for FTAAssistance
Programs (H.E.L.P.
Agency). Skip Russell
offered a motion, sec-
onded by Hazel Hunter,
toauthorize the President
to sign application with
Louisiana DOTD for
Transportation Grants.
AUTHORIZING RES-
OLUTION Resolution
No0.23-23 Resolution
authorizing thc filing of
an application with the
Louisiana Department
of Transportation and
Development for a grant
under any of thc following
PISAprograms managed
through Louisiana De-
partment of Transporta-
tion and Development.
049 CFR 5311, Formula
Grant for Rural Areas
049 CFR 5339, Grants
for Bus and Bus Facility
Program

049 CFR 5310, Formula
Grants for the Enhanced
Mobility of Seniors and
Individuals with Disa-
bilities

WHEREAS, the Secre-
tary of Transportation
and Development is au-
thorized to make grants
for mass transportation
projects;

WHEREAS, the contract
for financial assistance
Will impose certain ob-
ligations upon the ap-
plicant, including the
provisions by it of the
local share of project
costs;

WHEREAS, itis requited
by the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Transportation
and Development in ac-

cord with the provisions
of Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, that
in connection with the
filing of an application
for assistance that it will
comply With Title Vlof the
Civil Rights Act of 1964
andthe U.S. Department
of Transportation require-
ments thereunder; and
WHEREAS, it is the
goal of the Applicant
that minority business
enterprise be utilized to
the fullest extent possi-
ble in connection with
this project, and that
definitive procedures
shall be established and
administered to ensure
that minority businesses
shall have the maximum
feasible opportunity to
compete for contracts
when procuring construc-
tion contracts, supplies,
equipment, or consultant
and other services:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE
ITRESOLVED by Lincoln
Parish Police Jury.

1. That the
Richard I. Durrett is
authorized to execute
and file an application on
behalf of Lincoln Parish
Police Jury with the
Louisiana Department
of Transportation and
Development, to aid in
the financing of operating
and/or capital assistance
projects pursuantto | 'TA
transit programs.

2.That Richard I. Durrett
is authorized to execute
and file with such appli-
cations an assurance
or any other document
required by the Louisiana
Department of Transpor-
tation and Development
effectuating the purposes
of Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, as
amended.

3.That Richard I. Durrett
is authorized to furnish
such additional Infor-
mation as the Louisiana
Department of Transpor-
tation and Development
may require in connec-
tion with the application
or financial reimburse-
ment of the project.
4.Thatthe Richard . Dur-
rett is authorized to set
and execute affirmative
minority business poli-
cies in connection with
the project's procurement
needs.

5.That the Richard I.
Durrett is authorized to
execute grant contract
agreements on behalf
of Lincoln Parish Police
Jury 'With the Louisiana
Department of Transpor-
tation and Development
for aid in the financing of
the operating or capital
assistance projects.
6.That Richard I. Durrett
is authorized to sign and
submit financial activity
reports on behalf of
Lincoln Parish Police
Jury with the Louisiana
Department of Transpor-
tation and Development
for aid In the financing of
the operating or capital
assistance projects.
This resolution is appli-
cable for a period of one
year unless revoked by
the governing body and
copy of such revocation
shall be furnished to the
DOTD.

CERTIFICATE

The undersigned duly
qualified and acting
Parish Administrator of
Lincoln Parish Police
Jury. certifies that the
foregoing is a true and
correct copy of a res-
oluuon, adopted at a le-
gally convened meeting
of Lincoln Parish Police
Jury held on August 17,
2023.

Ifapplicanthas an official
seal, impress here.
Signature of Recording
Officer)

Parish Administrator
(Fide of Recording Of-
ficer)

(Date)

The motion carried with
the following votes:
YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
Straughter

Next item on the agenda
was to authorize the
Administrator to sign
documents necessary
to obtain full ownership
ofthe Feazel property for
the Health Hub Project.
Joe Henderson offered a
motion, seconded by Mil-
ton Melton, to authorize
the Administrator to sign
documents necessary
to obtain full ownership
of the Feazel property.
RESOLUTION 23-24
NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED that
the Lincoln Parish Police
Jury convenedin Regular
Session this 12th day of
September, 2023, does
hereby authorize the
Parish Administrator to
execute any documents
necessary to obtain full
ownership of the Feazel
Parcel which is required
forthe Health Hub Project
and Further Providing
With Respect Thereto.
/s/Richard I. Durrett
Richard I. Durrett

Police Jury President
The motion carried with
the following votes:
YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
Straughter

Treasurer Michael Sutton
presented the budget
report.
Forotherbusiness, Shar-
yon Mayfield offered a
motion, seconded by
Hazel Hunter, to approve
travel for the 2023 PJAL
Region IV meeting. The
motion carried with the
following votes:

YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-
er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
Straughter

Following reports, An-
nette Straughter offered
a motion, seconded by
Skip Russell, to adjourn
the meeting. The motion
carried with the following
votes:

YEAS: Hunter, Durrett,
Cranford, Hunt, Scrib-

er, Russell, Henderson,
Melton, Mayfield, and
Straughte

Courtney Hall

Richard |. Durrett
Interim Parish Adminis-
trator Police Jury
President

Published in the Ruston
Daily Leader, Ruston, LA,
on Oct.22, 2023

JACKSON
PARISH

Mercy Medical Health
Center willaccept sealed
bids for the following:
Mercy Medical Health
Center is requesting
sealed bids for Fur-
nishing & Installation of
Healthcare Equipment &
Casework for the Mercy
Medical Health Center
building located 4633
Quitman Hwy, Hodge,
LA, 71247

Bid Information & Specifi-
cations may be obtained
from:

Mauri McBride

Plant Operations

Mercy Medical Health
Center

244 Bond Street
Jonesboro, LA 71251
318-259-1100
mmcbride @lamercy-

Hand-deliver sealed bids
to Mercy Medical Health
Center Administration
Office ormailby U.S. Mail
to PO Box 70, Hodge,
LA 71247, Attn: Mauri
McBride.

Bids will be publicly
opened and read aloud
at time, 12:00 p.m., on
Monday October 27,
2023, at Mercy Medical
Health Center Admin-
istrative Office, located
at 244 Bond Street,
Jonesboro, LA, 71251.
Mercy Medical reserves
therighttorejectany and
all bids for just cause or
as otherwise prescribed
by applicable law.

Bids received after the
above-specified time
for opening shall not be
considered.

In accordance with LA.
R.S. 38:2212(a)(1(b),
the provisions and re-
quirements of this sec-
tion, those stated in the
Advertisement for Bids,
and those required on
the proposal shall not be
waived by any public en-
tity. Mercy Medical Health
Center strongly encour-
ages the participation
of minority business en-
terprises in all contracts
or procurements let by
the Board for goods and
services. To that end, all
contractors and suppliers
are encouraged to utilize
minority business enter-
prises in the purchase
of sub-contracting of
materials, supplies, and
servicesin which minority
owned businesses are
available.

The contractor must
comply with the minimum
rates for wages for lab-
orers and mechanics as
determined by the Sec-
retary of Labor in accord-
ance with the provisions
of the Davis-Bacon and
Related Acts.

Bid Advertisement to be
published in the Ruston
Daily Leader, the official
journal of Mercy Medical
Health Center.
Published in the Ruston
Daily Leader, Ruston, LA,
on Oct.8, 15, &22, 2023

Mercy Medical Health
Center will accept sealed
bids for the following:
Mercy Medical Health
Centerwillreceive sealed
bids from Louisiana Li-
censed Electrical Con-
tractors, for a generator
powered emergency
system with transfer
switch to provide back-
up power to the Mercy
Medical Health Center
building located 4633
Quitman Hwy, Hodge,
LA, 71247

Mercy Medical Health
Center willreceive sealed
bids for the clinic located
at 4633 Quitman Hwy,
Hodge, LA 71247

Bid Information & Specifi-
cations may be obtained
from:

Mauri McBride

Plant Operations

Mercy Medical Health
Center

244 Bond Street
Jonesboro, LA 71251
318-259-1100
mmcbride @lamercy-

Hand-deliver sealed bids
to Mercy Medical Health
Center Administration
Office or mailby U.S. Mail
to PO Box 70, Hodge,
LA 71247, Attn: Mauri
McBride.

Bids will be publicly
opened and read aloud
at time, 12:00 p.m., on
Monday October 27,
2023, at Mercy Medical
Health Center Admin-
istrative Office, located
at 244 Bond Street,
Jonesboro, LA, 71251.
Mercy Medical reserves
therighttorejectany and
all bids for just cause or
as otherwise prescribed
by applicable law.

Bids received after the
above-specified time
for opening shall not be
considered.

In accordance with LA.
R.S. 838:2212(a)(1(b),
the provisions and re-
quirements of this sec-
tion, those stated in the
Advertisement for Bids,
and those required on
the proposal shall not be
waived by any public en-
tity. Mercy Medical Health
Center strongly encour-
ages the participation
of minority business en-
terprises in all contracts
or procurements let by
the Board for goods and
services. To that end, all
contractors and suppliers
are encouraged to utilize
minority business enter-
prises in the purchase
of sub-contracting of
materials, supplies, and
servicesinwhich minority

owned businesses are
available.

The contractor must
comply with the minimum
rates for wages for lab-
orers and mechanics as
determined by the Sec-
retary of Laborin accord-
ance with the provisions
of the Davis-Bacon and
Related Acts.

Bid Advertisement tobe
published in the Ruston
Daily Leader, the official
journal of Mercy Medical
Health Center. Published
inthe Ruston Daily Lead-
er, Ruston, LA, on Oct.
8,15,22, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Jackson Parish Po-
lice Jury is hiring for the
following open position.
Please submitallapplica-
tions to: Jackson Parish
Police Jury Administra-
tive Building, 160 Indus-
trial Drive, Jonesboro,
LA 71251. Applications
will be received until 4:30
pm on Friday, November
3, 2023. To request a
detailed job description,
please contact our office
at (318) 259-2361 or by
email: egibbs@jppj.org.
POSITION: GeneralLab-
orer: Grounds Keeper
DEPARTMENT: Jackson
Parish Maintenance De-
partment

Description:

Under close supervision,
the Maintenance Depart-
ment General Laborer
- Grounds Keeper works
to maintain Police Jury
grounds and participates
in ground construction
activities. Work requires
considerable working
knowledge of motorized
equipment and hand/
power tools in order to
perform grounds work
activities. Job class may
oversee in the instruc-
tion of inmate trustee(s)
assigned to the Mainte-
nance Department Gen-
eral Laborer - Grounds
Keeper.

Minimum Qualifications:
oMustbe 18yearsofage.
oHigh school diploma,
or equivalent, required.
oClass E Louisiana driv-
er's license required;
progression towards a
CDL license a plus.
oOne (1) year of grounds
maintenance experi-
ence; or any equivalent
combination of experi-
ence and/or education
from which compara-
ble knowledge, skills,
and abilities have been
achieved.

oMust be able to lift up to
100 pounds frequently.
oAbility to work safely in
all weather conditions,
including adverse con-
ditions.

oCan understand and
follow oral and written
instructions.

oAble toworkin elevated
areas, confined spaces,
and on and off ladders.
oMust be able to sit
and stand for extended
periods of time.

Basic Responsibilities:
oThe General Laborer
- Grounds Keeper is
responsible for grounds
keeping and mainte-
nance services at the
assigned facilities; i.e.,
Courthouse, Veteran's
Park, Community Center,
Blake Building, Fain
Building, Health Unit,
Annex Buildings, etc.
following the instructions
from their Supervisor.
oCleans, repairs, and
services all equipment
used in grounds mainte-
nance such as mowers,
blades, vehicles, and a
variety of hand/power
tools and maintains a
schedule for each.
oPlants and trims lawns,
trees, bushes, hedges,
and shrubs using hand
tools or motorized ve-
hicles.

oLandscapes new
ground areas season-
ally, repairs damaged
ground areas, replaces
bushes, hedges, shrubs,
and trees.

oPlants, cares for, and
maintains flower beds
and lawns; fertilizes and
treats soil when needed
for plant growth.
oApplies herbicide and
pesticide chemicals to
grounds, trees, bushes,
shrubs, and lawns in
order to control plant
diseases and insects.
olLocks and unlocks as-
signed buildings; secures
building when facilities
are not in use, checks
for unlocked doors and
windows, reports any
unauthorized occupants,
turns off lights.
oRemoves ice from side-
walks and parking lots,
and spreads salt or other
treatments on sidewalks
and parking lots during
icy conditions.

oAssists with the setup
of facilities for meetings,
conferences, events, etc.
oConsults with Supervi-
sor regarding orders for
supplies for all aspects
of grounds keeping;
e.g., equipment, parts,
blades, herbicides, pes-
ticides, flowers, bushes,
or trees.

oDrives a vehicle, such
as a car, truck, or van,
to pick up other workers,
supplies, and materials.
oAssists Maintenance
General Laborer - Custo-
dian with general custodi-
alduties when necessary
and available such as:
oPerforms general
housekeeping and clean-
ing of building interiors
using cleaning supplies
and equipment to keep
the interior of the office
buildings looking clean
and professional.
oMops, vacuums, strips,
cleans, buffs, and applies
floor sealer and floor fin-
ishto hard surface floors;
vacuums and shampoos
carpets.

oUses and maintains
assigned power equip-
ment and hand tools:
buffers, auto scrubbers,
high pressure washers,
high speed buffers and
vacuums, brooms, mops,
and squeegees for the

cleaning and general
maintenance of floors,
walls, carpets, furniture,
etc.

oResponds to repair
requests quickly and with
a professional manner.
oFollows instructions
regarding the use of
chemicals and supplies;
uses as directed.
oMoves furniture, equip-
ment, supplies, and tools
on an incidental basis.
oAttends to emergencies
when necessary.
olLoads and unloads ma-
terials from trucks.
oReady to learn from
on-the-job training when
necessary.

oFollows safety pro-
cedures and practices
as required, as well as
wearing required safety
equipment.

oPerforms other job-re-
lated duties as assigned.
Detailed Job Description
available upon request.
Published in the Ruston
Daily Leader, Ruston, LA,
on Oct. 22 & 29, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Jackson Parish Po-
lice Jury is hiring for the
following open position.
Please submitall applica-
tions to: Jackson Parish
Police Jury Administra-
tive Building, 160 Indus-
trial Drive, Jonesboro,
LA 71251. Applications
will be received until 4:30
pm on Friday, November
3, 2023. To request a
detailed job description,
please contact our office
at (318) 259-2361 or by
email: egibbs@jppj.org.
POSITION: Supervisor
DEPARTMENT: Jackson
Parish Maintenance De-
partment  Description:
Under administrative di-
rection of the Operations
Manager (or the Secre-
tary-Treasurer in the ab-
sence of the Operations
Manager), this positionis
aworking supervisor role
thatplans, oversees, and
coordinates the various
operations of employees
who repair, clean, and
maintain Police Jury
buildings and grounds.
Supervisor performs
complex maintenance
tasks and other related
duties as required.
Minimum Qualifications:
oMustbe 18 years of age.
oHigh school diploma, or
equivalent, required.
oClass E Driver's License
required; progression
towards Class B Com-
mercial CDL a plus.
oRequires specialized
training beyond high
school that can be ob-
tainedinoneyearorless.
oThree (3) years of jour-
ney-level experience in
construction and/or main-
tenance work, including
one year of experience in
a specialty building trade
and as a lead worker
or supervisor or have
equivalent combination
oftraining, education, and
experience that would
provide the required
knowledge and abilities.
oMust be able to lift up to
100 pounds frequently.
oAble to work safely in
all weather conditions,
including adverse con-
ditions.

oUnderstands, follows,
and communicates oral
and written instructions.
oAble to work in elevated
areas, confined spaces,
and on and off ladders.
oMust be able to sit and
stand for extended peri-
ods of time.

Basic Responsibilities:
oThe Maintenance De-
partment Supervisor is
responsible for carrying
out orders given by the
Maintenance Superin-
tendent which includes
performing periodic (dai-
ly, weekly, monthly, etc.)
inspections of assigned
areas, maintaining doc-
umentation records, and
following up with staff to
make corrections, adjust-
ments, etc.
oExpressesideas clearly
and concisely, both orally
and in writing, to groups
and individuals.
oPerforms periodic (daily,
weekly, monthly, etc.)
inspections of assigned
areas and maintains doc-
umentation records; is
expected to follow-up with
staff to make corrections,
adjustments, etc.
oPrepares work sched-
ules, work orders, pur-
chase orders, voucher
requests, and other re-
quired forms.

oReviews, approves, and
submits Maintenance
Department timecards
in the absence of the
Superintendent.
oEstimates material and
labor costs for repairs,
remodeling, alterations,
and installation projects.
oOrders andissuestools,
equipment, and supplies.
oMaintains material and
equipment inventories;
places orders when nec-
essary while managing to
budget.

oPerforms complex re-
pair and maintenance
tasks.

oOversees a staff of
skilled and semi-skilled
workers, as well as in-
mate trustees, in such
maintenance duties
as painting, carpentry,
masonry, cement work,
custodial tasks, building
and grounds, and gen-
eral upkeep involving
structures, furnishings,
equipment, floor cover-
ings, acoustical ceiling,
plumbing, heating, air
conditioning, electrical,
and related systems.
oMay establish new pre-
ventive maintenance pro-
grams and procedures.
oDirects and works
alongside Maintenance
Department staff.
oHandles routine per-
sonnel matters, recom-
mends pink slips and oth-
er disciplinary actions or
customer-related items
that arise to Superin-
tendent.

oActs as fill in/backup
staff in the event of ab-
sent personnel.

oActs in the absence of
the Superintendent and
assists in managing the
Maintenance Depart-
ment staff and its overall
operation.

oMay be required to be
on 24 hour call out.
oWorks directly with
the Secretary-Treasur-
er in Superintendent's
absence.

oAttends any required
Police Jury or Commit-
tee meetings, training
classes, or seminars
that relate to the incum-
bent's role within the
department.

oAssures that incum-
bent's performance
meets or exceeds all
Police Jury expectations.
oSets forth a professonal
appearance and attitude
on and off the job.
oMay be required to lift
equipment, tools, or any
combination in excess of
100 pounds.

oAdheres to all traffic
laws, applicable Federal
and State health and
safety rules, local ordi-
nances, and Jackson
Parish Policy Jury rules
and regulations and pol-
icies and procedures.
oAble to drive various
pieces of equipmentused
by the Police Jury.
oFollows safety pro-
cedures and practices
as required, as well as
wearing required safety
equipment.

oPerforms other job-re-
lated duties as assigned.
Detailed Job Description
available upon request.
Published in the Ruston
Daily Leader, Ruston,
LA,onOct.22&29, 2023

ORDINANCE: #2023-
003
(Amended)
AN ORDINANCE to ad-
just and provide for a
Budget of Revenues
and Expenditures for the
Town of Jonesboroforthe
fiscal year 2023-2024.
Section 1
BE IT ORDAINED BY
THE MAYOR AND
BOARD OF ALDERMEN
of the Town of
Jonesboro, Louisiana in
special session on that
the following budget
of estimated receipts
and expenditures for
the Town of Jonesboro,
LA for the fiscal year
2023-2024, be the same
and is hereby fixed and
established by law.
Town of JonesboroAnnu-
al Report of the Budget
(R.S. 39:1306)
Budgetforthe Fiscal Year
Ended June 30, 2024
Estimated Revenue and
other Financing Sources:
Taxes:
Ad valorem $161,904.00
General sales and use
$1,052,000.00
Lieu of Taxes
$12,000.00
Utility Franchise Fees
$ 177,000.00
Chain Store$
2,000.00
Penalties and Interest
$250.00
Licenses and Permits
$ 180,000.00
Intergovernmental Rev-
enues$ 61,553.00
Fees, Chargesand Com-
missions for Service
$ 324,300.00
Fines, forfeitures and
Bond fees$50,000.00
Interest, rents and roy-
altie$40,000.00
Other sources
$20,000.00
Transfer 1In/Out
Street Ad valorem
$ 113,000.00
Transfer In/Out
Fire Ad valorem
$ 113,000.00
Transfer In/Out
Street Sales Tax
$1,050,000.00
Total Estimated Reve-
nues and Other Financ-
ing Sources
$3,357,007.00
Estimated Expenditures
and Other Financing
Uses: General Gov-
ernment:
Airport$65,000.00
Total Estimated Ex-
penditures and
Other Financing Uses
Excess (deficit) of Rev-
enues Estimated Be-
ginning fund balance
Estimated ending fund
balance
$3,520,170.00
$62,837.00
$ 412,901.00
$ 475,738.00
SECTION II
This ordinance shall go
into effect immediately
upon its adoption and
publication.
SECTION I
All ordinances or parts
of ordinances in conflict
herewith are repealed
as of the effective date
of this ordinance.
SECTION IV
BE IT FURTHER OR-
DAINED BY THE MAY-
OR AND BOARD OF
ALDERMEN, that no
official oremployee shall
be permitted to expend
any amountin excess of
the saidbudget as here-
in established unless
the revenue of the said
Town shall be received
from other sources to
provide for the said ex-
cess expenditures, and
not then unless same
shall be submitted to
the Mayor and Board of
Aldermen for approval.
SECTIONV
BE IT FINALLY OR-
DAINED BY the Mayor
and Board of Aldermen
of the Town of Jones-
boro that if any item or
provision, including any
section, exception, part,
phrase or term, or the
application thereof is
held invalid, the appli-
cation to other persons
or circumstances shall
not be affected thereby
and the validity of this
ordinance in any and
all other respects shall
not be affected thereby.
If any phrase, clause,
word or other portion of
this ordinance is held
invalid or
Published in the Ruston
Daily Leader, Ruston,
LA, on Oct. 22, 2023
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Suites is now ac-
cepting applications
for Housekeepers
and Front-Desk. Of-
fering TOP PAY.
Apply in person.
Ask for Michael.
106 S Service Rd.
E, Ruston.

Top pay offered
Now accepting Ap-
plication for PT/FT.
Apply in person..
Ask for Monica at
U-Pak-It, Tech Dr.
at 1006 Tech Drive,
Ruston

I
038INSTRUCTION,
SCHOOLS

SPANISH TUTOR,
flexible hrs., $10 hr.
243-9048

N tionwide Mail: 2420 Gt Card. Calltoday! today! 1-844-84
090UNFURNISHED NStNW, Washington 1 oard- Galltoday! today! 1-844-849- * SEE PAGE TOWARDS BACK OF PAPER *
DC. Office: Brov%ard 1-855-654-8207 6281 5 8 6 7 3 2
HOUSES Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

Looking to promote
your services or find
a new hire? Deliver
your classified mes-
sage statewide for
as little as $265 per
week through the
Louisiana Press As-
sociation’s Classi-
fied Network. Pre-
payment required.
To learn more, email
advertising@|apre-

or call 225-
344-9309.

Applying for Social
Security Disability
or Appealing a De-
nied Claim? Call Bill
Gordon & Assoc.
Our case managers
simplify the process
& work hard to help
with your case. Call
1-844-883-2045
FREE Consultation.
Local Attorneys Na-

1bed duplex; 1 mile
from Tech
318-245-3358

New Const., Unfur-
nished Patio Home,
3 BR/3.5 Bath, 809
Cook St., Ruston,
close to LA Tech, 1
GIG Internet Serv.,
Security Sys., Lawn
Care Provided,
Washer and Dryer.
Available to move in
Dec. 1
$2,100.00/month.
Contact Keith
318-254-3245

|
102 HOMES FOR

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May
Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and
mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call
855-636-1667

MobileHelp, Ameri-
ca’s Premier Mobile
Medical Alert Sys-
tem. Whether You're
Home or Away. For
Safety and Peace
of Mind. No Long
Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today!
1-855-411-0949

DIRECTV Stream
- Carries the Most
Local MLB Games!
CHOICE Package,
$89.99/mo for 12
months. Stream on
20 devices in your
home at once. HBO
Max included for 3
mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.)
No annual contract,
nohiddenfees! Some
restrictions apply.
Call IVS 1-833-317-
1353

Dish Network: Only
from Dish- 3 year
TV Price Guarantee!
99% Signal Reli-
ability, backed by
guarantee. Includes
Multi-Sport with NFL
Redzone. Switchand
Get a FREE $100

Connect to the best
wireless home inter-
net with EarthLink.
Enjoy speeds from
5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts,
easy installation, and
data plans up to 300
GB. Call 855-995-
3045

FREE high speed
internet for those
that qualify. Govern-
ment program for
recipients of select
programs incl. Med-
icaid, SNAP, Hous-
ing Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android
tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free
shipping & handling.
Call Maxsip Telecom
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Business ¢ Services

DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business and Services Directory call 318-255-4353
D Careciving Service Sl > Home improvements W D> Senior SERvices

Tender Touch Svc. LLC

121 Sims St., Simsboro, LA 71275

ltendertouchserviceslic.com

I D> Storace

TERRY’S PAINTING &

RENTAL REPAIRS
-Repaurs Handled With Care-

Jookokk @ kkk

SEnior
Services

Store your stuff at

WESTSIDE

LaTonya C. Jackson Call or Text Today SE LF STOR AG E
Owner/Manager Insured/Bonded for Our Competitive Li ncol n cou ncil
bty 318-737-6764| | pricing. On Aging Serving Ruston over 30 years!
Light Housekeeping, Michelle Hunter - - ;
cfmpagil:,s:shﬁ:?mg Assistant Manager 318-243-6949 1000 Saratoga St. * Ruston, LA 71270 Conveniently located near Tech Campus
Honest & Dependable 318-436-9878 318-237-2712 318-255-5070 821 W. California « (318) 255-8750

D> CARPET SERVICES

Bl » Roorine

I > Stump REMoVAL

Bl Trits

DeepSTEAM

T

W

B & C Roofing Company

Give us a call for all your roofing problems
Chris Love

CEASAR
TREE SERVICE

STUMP
REMOVAL

CARPET CLEANING

Premier Carpet & Rug Care e Since 1966
e Carpet, Rug & Upholstery Cleaning

ESTIMATES! o Residential & Commercial Licensed (bonded), Insured,
Dependable » Water Damage Restoration 3 1 8 - 2 4 5 - 69 5 6 F F E ca" over 20 years Experience
Reliable  © 0dor & Midew Control or rree Stlmate All type of Tree Work-Call For Free
e Carpet Cleaning Equipment Rental Leren (BUCK) Tatum P .
Insured J es stewaﬂ Estimates
Jack Holder  318.255.2364 3 1 8'480'9 1 12 am Ceasar McConnell Jr., Owner
616 S. Vienna St. * Ruston, LA Cell: 278-4848

318-243-1009  318- -168-2954

P. 0. Box 383, Quitman, LA 71268

255-7016 * Ruston, LA

> Home iMprovements Il
=WALDEN=

Residential Services, LLC

Roofing, Remodeling,
Handyman

Licensed ¢ Insured

318-761-2037

TERRY'S OUTLAW TREE SERVICE

Licensed, Insured, Workman’s
Comp, & 24 Hour Service

#ARI1259

Any Tree Removed,Stormwork,
Clean-up, & Haul

Serving Ruston, Farmerville,
& Surrounding Areas

Call Terry at 348-1501
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Courtesy photo

Summit Financial ribbon
cutting ceremony

Summit Financial Wealth Advisors gathered with members of the local business
community and the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce on Oct. 2 to celebrate
its ribbon cutting at 2102 Floyd Park Dr., Suite 5, in Ruston. For years, Summit
Financial has been working closely with individuals, families and businesses to
develop customized financial solutions to address their unique goals. For more
information, call their office at 318-255-0035.

JPS0O makes two arrests
In series of homicides

By Brian Trahan
editor@rustonleader.com

The Jackson Parish Sheriff’s
Office has made an arrest in
the murder of Devontre “Dee”
Jackson, which occurredon Oct.
7, and has made an arrest in a
third shooting death that took
place Wednesday.

Jackson was gunned down
along Hwy. 167 between North
Hodge and Quitman, while
a female passenger was also
wounded in the attack.

Kurae Cottonham of Jones-
boro was arrested on 2nd degree
murder and attempted 2nd de-
gree murder charges stemming
from the Jackson shooting. He
currently has no bond, and the
case is still under investigation.

“We did make the arrest of
Cottonham, but this is ongoing
and our evidence suggests there
may be more people involved in
this case,” Jackson Parish Sher-
iff Andy Brownsaid. “We’re ask-
ingthepublicforhelp with this.”

Brown said that ballistic re-

ports matched that of a weapon
found in Cottonham’s posses-
sion, which is believed to be the
murder weapon in the Jackson
shooting.

A third homicide occurred
along Gansville Road in the
southwest portion of Jonesboro
Wednesday. The JPSOreceived a
911 callregardingashootingand
responded to the scene to find
a male with a gunshot wound.
They transported the victim to
Jackson Parish Hospital, where
he was pronounced dead.

After processing the scene
and following leads, Brown
said they made one arrest late
Wednesday night of a juvenile.
He was careful to point out that
this third case is also an ongo-
ing investigation, with other
people of interest being sought.
Three other suspects are being
sought, one local and two from
the Shreveport area.

Thethird homicideisbelieved
to be arobbery attempt after the
victim posted aphotowithalarge
sum of money on social media.

HENDERSON VISITS continued from page 1

of Supervisors Wednes-
day for the Tech pres-
ident role after the
board decided on Oct.
9 to suspend its typical
search procedure and
invite Hendersonasthe
sole candidate.

Faculty questioned
him on why he’d want
to go down the totem
pole and take a lower-
paying job at Tech.

“My reason for leav-
ing the work I’'m doing
now to come to this
institution is not a
financial decision,”
Henderson said. “It’s
one about passion.
When I took this role
in Baton Rouge, it was
always with the intent
to return to university
life. I get greatintrinsic
value, great energy,
from working directly
with students and fac-
ulty.”

Aformer Northwest-
ern State president
who’s served as UL
System chief for seven
years, Henderson was
asked repeatedly to
explain the lack of an
open search to replace
the retiring Les Guice
and to defend his quali-
fications.

He also fielded a
litany of questions,
mostly from faculty,
ranging from fund-
ing challenges and re-
search priorities to
athletics and freedom
of speech.

“This did nothing
butincrease my enthu-
siasm to help move this
institution forward,”
Henderson said of his
visit.

Skipping
the search

When the floor was
opened uptothepublic,
Bill Jones, a former
state senator and Tech
alumnus, grilled Hen-
derson on the process
that has led to his pre-
sumably being named
Guice’s successor with
no competition.

Healsocited Hender-
son’s graduate degrees
from online programs
inmanagementandad-
ministration compared
to Guice and former
Tech president Dan
Reneau’s engineering
degrees from top-tier
research programslike
Clemson and Texas
A&M.

“How can we possi-
bly haveany confidence
that you’re the best
person for the job?”
Jones asked.

Henderson said his
track record has been
“nothing but a steady
stream of success”
and said the univer-
sity presidents under
his purview regularly
seek his advice in gov-
ernance.

“My track record
is without blemish in
empowering every or-
ganization I've led to
be a better iteration of
itself,” he said.

As far as the search
process, he said he’s
“not afraid” of com-
petition, but his being
named the only can-
didate was the board’s
call. He said a full
search wouldn’t be
fair to anyone but him
because of the nature
of his current position.

Tech lecturer and
University Senate Pres-
ident Louis Reis, who
invited Henderson to
visit campus, said fac-
ulty hoped the move
would revive a portion
of the typical search
processthatthesystem
board has waived.

“It at least gives us a
chance to meet the per-
son,” Reis said. “If he
is chosen, our faculty
and staff now have an
idea of what his vision
is... we can get to work
day one and not waste
any time.

“Wetried torestorea
little bit of the process
by atleastbringinghim
in.Thopetheboard may
consider looking at
other candidates, even
if they do have him on
their minds.”

As far as Hender-
son’s qualifications,
Reis sees advantages
and disadvantages.

“He’s not from a
(Carnegie R1research)
university,doesn’thave
anyexperienceinthat,”
he said. “He does have
very firsthand experi-
ence in some of the is-
sues that are unique to
Louisiana, that even if
wedidanational search
Ithink some candidates
would be alarmed by
some of the issues that
Louisiana uniquely

faces.”

The Carnegie Clas-
sification is a widely
accepted framework
thatmeasuresresearch
activity and places re-
search universitiesinto
tiers. Tech is an R2
university, meaning
high levels of research
activity.

The UL System has
one R1university (very
highlevelsof research):
University of Louisi-
ana at Lafayette.

Vision for Tech

In his opening re-
marks, Henderson re-
counted how duringhis
tenure Northwestern
State raised money
to restore to students
a 30% cut Louisiana
made from its TOPS
scholarship program.

“If there’s one thing
that’s non-negotiable
for aninstitute of high-
erlearning,it’stofulfill
your commitment to
students,” Henderson
said.

He said status as an
Rlresearchinstitution
is “absolutely in the
future” for Tech.

Getting there will
takefunding, andfacul-
ty had many questions
and concerns about
Tech’s financial status.

Henderson made
hints that if appointed,
he would be eyeing
landing an unrestrict-
ed endowment for re-
search at Tech upwards
of $150million, and said
he’d already been talk-
ing to potential donors
on that front.

Members of the Uni-
versity Senatesaid they
aggregated questions
submitted by faculty,
and many said they
were concerned about
“perceived lack of fi-
nancial transparency”
from the university.

Henderson told sto-
ries about his time at
Bossier Parish Com-
munity College and
Northwestern State,
where he said he would
walk the faculty senate
president through the
school’sfinancial state-

INTERVIEW continued from page 1

Leadership among Tech faculty still hope to
convince the board, who so far have only invited
Henderson to interview, to open up the search to

other candidates.

Those who wish to give comment to the board
on the Tech president search but won’t be able
to attend the meeting can submit feedback at

julsystem.edu/presidential-search/louisiana-techf

university-presidential-search-comments.

ments line by line.

There were also
questions about ath-
letics and what role it
should play in the Tech
hierarchy.

Louisiana State Uni-
versity made national
headlines earlier this
year when football
coach Brian Kelly said
LSUwould alwaysbuild
its athletics facilities
before the academic

ones.

Henderson de-
scribed athletics as a
primary connection
point between the com-

munity and a universi-
ty, but he said it cannot
take budget priority
over academics at a
research institution
like Tech.

“You can tell a lot
about an institution by
looking at its budget,
what it prioritizes,” he
said. “The priority at
thisinstitutionisschol-
arship and research.
Athletics has got to be
a supplement to that.
It cannot be a drain to
that.”

Buthealsosaid Tech
must work to put the

best possible product
on the field of play in
order to draw in more
fundraising.

“People don’t give to
need - they give to ex-
cellence,” Henderson
said. “So we have to
give them an excellent
product to consider
giving to.”

Henderson is slat-
ed to interview with
the system board for
the Tech presidency
Wednesday at 7 p.m.
in Baton Rouge, after a
public comment forum
at 6 p.m.

PERFORMANCE
CHECKING

.00%
APY

FOR BALANCES UP TO $40,000
WHEN QUALIFICATIONS ARE MET?

With Performance Checking, earn 6.00% APY" on your money up

to $40,000 when qualifications are met2. To avoid a service charge,

you must maintain a minimum average daily balance of $4,000.

Visit us today and start your Origin story.

%¢ Origin Bank

|www.Origin.bank/PertormanceCheckind

=

LENDER
MEMBER FDIC

'After qualifications are met, earn 6.00% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on balances up to $40,000; for balances above $40,000, APY ranges from
6.00%-0.60 APY depending on the balance of the account. APY effective as of 11/08/2022. Fees may reduce earnings. Rate subject to change at any time.
A cycle service charge of $14 will be imposed every statement cycle that the average daily balance falls below $4,000. Limited to one account per
individual. Closing this account within 90 days of opening results in $25 fee. If you originate a mortgage loan with Origin during the life of this account you
will receive a $100 lender credit to be redeemed at the time of your closing; there is no minimum balance required for this benefit.

2Qualifications: You must have 16 posted and cleared debit card transactions excluding ATM transactions per statement cycle, make 1 posted and cleared
ACH automatic debit or credit per statement cycle, and receive a monthly eStatement on this account or the APY paid on your entire balance will be 0.00%.

These monthly requirements must be completed 3 business days prior to the end of your statement cycle.


www.ulsystem.edu/presidential-search/louisiana-tech
www.origin.bank/performancechecking
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