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If  all goes according 

to plan, the TechCare 

walk-in clinic on the 

Louisiana Tech Univer-

sity campus will reopen 

in October as a service 

of  Northern Louisiana 

Medical Center.

“I’m excited about 

it,” NLMC CEO Kathy 

Hall said. “This is some-

thing I’m passionate 

about. We want to do 

what’s best for this com-

munity.” 

NLMC is taking over 

the campus facility from 

Green Clinic. Green 

Clinic did not renew 

its contract with the 

university to operate 

the urgent-care facility 

when the agreement 

expired June 30.

NLMC was notified 

last month it had won 

the bid to operate Tech-

Care. The clinic is lo-

cated at the Lambright 

Sports and Wellness 

Center.

“There are a lot of  

students at Louisiana 

Tech who may not have 

transportation to a clin-

ic across town,” Hall 

said. “It’s a service for 

this community.”

By Caleb Daniel
caleb@rustonleader.com

This year five stu-

dents at Ruston schools 

have achieved the honor 

of  being named semi-

finalists in the 2024 

National Merit scholar-

ship program.

Representing Cedar 

Creek School in the 

prestigious scholarship 

program are Bailey 

Anne Adams and Hayes 

Andrew Bridges, while 

Ruston High School 

had three semifinal-

ists: Thomas Rogers, 

Jodi Dunbar and Chaz 

Backhaus.

Semifinalists rep-

resent less than 1% of  

high school seniors 

across the country who 

take the Preliminary 

SAT test. This year 

about 16,000 students 

advanced to this level.

These seniors will 

compete to be named Fi-

nalists and potentially 

win one of  about 7,140 

National Merit Scholar-

ships worth nearly $28 

million.

“We are very proud 

of  these two students,” 

Cedar Creek Head of  

School Cindy Hampton 

said. “This is not an easy 

feat to accomplish. They 

are wonderful individu-

als who are involved 

in school activities as 

well as community ac-

tivities, and we look for-

ward to their continued 

accomplishments in 

this competition.”

Ruston High Princi-

pal Dan Gressett said 

it’s been many years 

since the school had 

three semifinalists, but 

he wasn’t shocked by 

the news.

“They’re amazing 

students to begin with, 

so it’s not surprise to me 

they’re National Merit 

Semifinalists,” he said. 

“Jodi got a 36 on her 

ACT last year, Thomas 

is involved in athletics 

for us as well as his 

grades, and Chaz does 

really well academi-

cally. We’re extremely 

proud of  these three.”

Lincoln Parish Su-

perintendent Ricky Dur-

rett said having three 

National Merit semi-

finalists in the school 

system this year reflects 

well on the education 

taking place here.

“That’s quite an hon-

or for those students 

See NATIONAL MERIT, page 7
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Representing Ruston High School as National Merit semifi-

nalists are (from left) Thomas Rogers, Jodi Dunbar and Chaz 

Backhaus.

Bailey Anne Ad-

ams represents Ce-

dar Creek as a Nation-

al Merit semifinalist.

Hayes  And rew 

Bridges represents Ce-

dar Creek as a National 

Merit semifinalist.

Ruston students earn National Merit honors
Cedar Creek School, RHS seniors named semifinalists

NLMC to operate TechCare campus clinic

Leader photo by Nancy Bergeron

Northern Louisiana Medical Center plans to reopen the TechCare clinic on 

the campus of Louisiana Tech University in October.

NLMC is waiting for 

the required federal 

approvals to reopen the 

clinic. In the meantime, 

TechCare patients can 

visit the Allegiance 

Medical Clinic of  Rus-

ton, located adjacent to 

NLMC on East Vaughn 

Avenue, Hall said.

TechCare opened 

about six years ago pri-

marily to serve univer-

sity students, faculty, 

and staff. But anyone 

can receive treatment 

there.

“I see kids up to 

adults,” Physician’s 

Assistant Samantha 

Primm, TechCare’s pri-

mary provider, said. 

TechCare is primar-

ily an acute-care clinic, 

meaning it offers care 

for maladies such as 

colds, flu, sore throat, 

sinus and ear infec-

tions, sprains, stomach 

virus, and similar non-

emergency issues.

See TECHCARE, page 7
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YOUR FORECAST INSIDE
Sunny skies and mild temperatures

High Sunday in the low to mid 80s.
Low Sunday night in the low 60s. 

No rain in the immediate forecast.
Mostly sunny Monday; high of 87.

Sunshine  Tuesday with a high of 89.

LOUISIANA PRESS ASSOCIATION

2022 BETTER NEWSPAPER COMPETITION

Newspaper 
of the Year

Intersection of 
Maryland Avenue, 
Farmerville Street 

traffic closure

The City of  Ruston 

announces, weather 

permitting,  that the 

intersection of  E. Mary-

land Avenue and N. 

Farmerville Street will 

be closed to through 

traffic beginning Mon-

day from 7 a.m. through 

Tuesday at 4 p.m. 

The closure is neces-

sary for utility repairs. 

Any questions can be 

received by the Public 

Works Department at 

(318) 242-7703.

Leader photo by Caleb Daniel

From left to right, Will Edwards, Greg “Big Coach Williams, Theresa Wyatt, Karen Ludley, Tommie Woods, Richard Durrett, Dan Lord, Glenn Scriber and 

John Cole appeared at Thursday’s Lincoln Parish Police Jury candidate forum held by the Ruston Daliy Leader.

Editor’s note: This is the 

first of  a series examining 

candidates’ answers to ques-

tions posed at Thursday’s 

election forum.

By Caleb Daniel
caleb@rustonleader.com

As the public asked nine 
candidates for Lincoln Par-
ish Police Jury about topics 

that have divided the current 
jury, working together was a 
common refrain among the 
answers at the Ruston Daily 
Leader’s first election forum 
Thursday.

Candidates for District 1, 2, 
3 and 6 said the phrases “work 
together,” “come together,” 
and “get together” 35 times as 
they answered constituents’ 
questions throughout the 

evening, but specifics on how 
the jury could do that were, at 
times, sparse.

Each candidate on the ballot 
in those districts and roughly 
80 residents attended the 
first of  two meet-and-greet, 
question-and-answer events 
at the Lincoln Parish Library 
Events Center. Candidates 
from Districts 9, 10 and 11 will 
follow suit on Tuesday, begin-

ning at 5:30 p.m.
Would-be jurors answered 

questions selected from those 
written by attendees.

At the close of  a four-year 
jury term marked by a handful 
of  high-profile disagreements 
that have at times seen jurors 
pitted against each other, one 
audience question explicitly 
asked candidates how they 
would “span the divide” that 

appears to exist within the 
jury.

But other questions on 
topics that have split the jury 
— such as ambulance service 
and evaluating the parish 
administrator — also drew an 
emphasis on working together 
from the candidate field, even 
amidst a few disagreements.

See RDL FORUM, page 5

RDL forum: How to work together
Jury candidates talk ambulance, administrator, divide
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A few years ago, I received a nearly complete but outdated set of  the “LIFE World Library” 

books from a close friend. She, being a teacher, had used them as supplementary material in 

her cultural lessons, and I know and love many of  the students who had previously flipped 

through the yellowed pages.

The “LIFE World Library” series was published in the 1960s and was composed of  about 30 

hardcover books, each painting a picture of  a specific country or region, focusing on many 

angles of  its economics and culture. All volumes 

have solid color backs in a variety of  jewel tones, 

especially deep greens and blues, as well as rich 

red tones. A small simple line graphic of  our globe, 

usually in white but sometimes in black, is printed 

in the center of  the back cover of  each book.

Based on these hardcover backs, I have created 

a series of  works focusing on different aspects of  

how we view our planet, how we feel about it, and 

how we treat it. The series consists of  24 pieces, 

one for each hour of  the day. The day begins with 

an end, and ends with a beginning. There really 

is no particular order to the pieces; each work 

begins and ends in itself.

To create the images for the “Earth” series, 

I have worked with collage techniques, mainly 

using paper elements from various sources. My 

goal was to keep the majority of  the images simple 

and the original surfaces as visible as possible.

Sometimes I added sewing thread, inherited 

from my beloved grandmother, who had sewn and mended my dresses when I was a child. I 

like to incorporate sewing thread in my work for the many beautiful memories I have of  her, 

and also because of  its purpose and the theme it conveys: to create and to hold together.

I began working on this series in February 2020, and I finished the last piece in April 2022. 

The two years in between are marked by a number of  devastating hardness tests that our 

global society has not 

been able to pass yet. 

The 24 images are my 

response to what has 

been happening on the 

world stage and the 

effects the affairs have 

had on my emotional 

state-of-mind. I have 

responded with out-

rage and anxiety, with 

numbness and depres-

sion – but also with 

hope and the strong 

desire to find the good 

in each new day.

A public reception 

for Earth will be held 

on Thursday from 

5:30-7:30 pm. The ex-

hibit will remain on 

view in the Upper Riv-

er Gallery of  the Ma-

sur Museum through 

Oct. 21. 
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Last weekend’s showdown between our Bull-

dogs and the Northwestern State Demons provided 

the perfect opportunity to revisit the glory days 

of  State Fair in Shreveport. The largest livestock 

show and carnival in the state better known as 

the State Fair of  Louisiana. 

But it wasn’t corndogs, Ferris wheels or even 

midway prizes that monopolized conversations. It 

was the full blown revelry of  State Fair weekend.

It’s hard to adequately explain to those who 

weren’t there exactly what State Fair weekend re-

ally entailed. Sure, there was the fair. But it was a 

distant third or fourth to everything else going on. 

First you have to grasp the fact that State Fair 

weekend was probably the biggest event of  the 

year. In fact, the experience was far bigger than 

Homecoming would ever be. Its magic elevated it 

above everything else. And honestly, unless you 

were there, you can never really grasp the true 

magnitude of  the experience. It was just that much 

of  a phenomenon.

Let’s start with the game. Long before I ever ar-

rived as a Tech student in 1977, I had been aware of  

the fierce rivalry between Tech and Northwestern. 

In fact, thanks to my folks, I cut my teeth on it. 

The two schools had been 

meeting for the State Fair 

Classic for about fifty years 

with the traditional prize 

on the line — a banner, half  

NSU and the other half  Tech, 

that went home with the 

victorious school after the 

matchup. 

As a child, I heard about it; 

as a student, I saw that ban-

ner hanging in the Tonk and 

remember being so proud. 

I’d grown up on the story of  the tradition and 

knew it mattered. And I was thrilled to know it 

was hanging on our campus for the vast majority 

of  time through the years. To say Tech dominated 

the series is an understatement. 

However, before the game was the biggie — Rally 

in the Alley. I know to the unschooled that sounds 

like some distant cousin to the George Forman/

Mohammed Ali “Rumble in the Jungle” in Zaire. 

Or in the crazy world we live in today, it could be 

a meeting of  rival gangs ready for violence and 

destruction. Not our Rally in the Alley. Ours was 

nothing but one big fabulous party.

Campus organizations gathered beneath the 

Texas Street Bridge in downtown Shreveport for 

what could be described as a giant pep rally that 

ran full steam into celebratory bash among friends 

and foes alike. For that one moment, it really didn’t 

matter who you were affiliated with; at Rally in 

the Ally, we were all one. 

As a Kappa Delta, I remember the giant bed sheet 

banners we painted to hang from the windows in 

buildings lining the amazing space where every-

thing took place. Music pulsating, people chanting 

and cheering, parades, lots of  dancing — just one 

big “whoop it up” opportunity as we prepared for 

the impending State Fair Classic. My goodness, 

how lucky we were. In today’s world nobody would 

feel safe doing something like that. Yet we never 

had to bat an eye over it. 

Of  course, both schools elected a “State Fair 

Court” filled with campus beauties, and they were 

presented at halftime of  the game. I remember this 

being my first exposure to what we would come 

to call the “super deluxe”— a gigantic chrysan-

themum corsage with enough stuff  hanging off  

the streamers to cause permanent damage to the 

spine. But they were fabulous, and after the final 

buzzer when everyone poured into the fairgrounds 

for all those festivities, you were definitely looking 

to see who was wearing what. And with us at the 

height of  disco, well, all bets were off. Yet a good 

time was had by all.

Sadly, the State Fair Classic disbanded a few 

years after I graduated. In fact, Tech only met 

Northwestern a handful of  times after that. But 

I’m here to tell you, it felt good to see the Dawgs 

take on the Demons one more time. 

That victory was sweet. And the memories even 

sweeter. Now if  we could just find that winner’s 

banner.

By 
Cathi Cox-Boniol

Nothing better than 
a victory over the 

Demons

CELEBRATIONS

Courtesy photos

Christiane Drieling poses in front of the sign 

for her Earth exhibit at the Masur Museum of Art. 

Above, shown is a portion of the exhibit itself.

Recreation and Amusement — Part VI
A famous baseball game in 

Ruston was the benefit game 

played by the “Fats” and the 

“Leans” in celebration of  the in-

stallation of  the fountain at City 

Park. Players included Rev. R.H. 

Wynn, W.J. Lewis, Dr. J.F. John-

ston, Tom Connell, O.S. Castlin, 

C.W. Perkins, H.M. Warren, Abe 

Conn, J.H. Mays, Charles Carter, 

Rev. S.W. Brown, R.E. Carter, E.S. 

Kidd, Tom Boyd, Frank Martin, 

N.B. Boyd, Newton Jackson, S.L. 

Barksdale, and Charles Gullatt.

Later, Ruston baseball teams 

participated in semi-profession-

al ball, being a member of  the old 

Ouachita Valley League and the 

Big Six and Big Eight Leagues. 

Instrumental in promoting 

baseball here and throughout 

North Louisiana are Roy Fraser, 

for whom Fraser Road is named, 

and Major L.J. Fox, a past Presi-

dent of  the Big Eight League.

At one time, Ruston had two 

teams in the Big Eight League 

— the Ruston Volunteers and 

the Ruston Rebels. The Ruston 

Ramblers are still Big Eight 

members (1959), playing a type of  

ball comparable to professional 

Class B.

Behind the scenes with the artist: 
Christiane Drieling on her Earth 
Exhibit at the Masur Museum of Art

BIRTHDAYS

September 17

 Damian Cheffin

September 18

 Za’Niyah Holyfield, 10 yrs.

September 20

 Natasha Holyfield, 32 yrs.

September 22

 Stevie Butler

September 23

 Demondrae Woods

September 24

 Vickie Williams

September 26

 Jeffery Woods

September 27

 Rettha Nelson

 Sam Mattox

September 28

 Dr. Ben Haley, 85 yrs.

September 30

 Kinsley Skye

ART TALK

OMMUNITYOMMUNITYCC Ruston Daily Leader

Send your community events or photos

to Cathi Cox-Boniol, community news editor, 

at: community@rustonleader.com

www.speedypetes.com
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JACKSON PARISH

Three candidates 
for sheriff answer 
our questions 

Throughout the state of  Louisiana voters are 

preparing to either reelect a sheriff  or elect a new 

candidate for the position. This year, Jackson Par-

ish has three candidates vying for the opportunity 

to serve as its next sheriff. 

The three candidates are incumbent Andy 

Brown, Cody Cheatwood and Philip Lawrence. 

In an effort to offer an opportunity for the pub-

lic to discern the reasons and motivation of  each 

candidate to offer their services to the residents 

of  Jackson Parish as its next sheriff, a request for 

information was provided in the following format. 

Each candidate was provided with a request 

to respond to the exact same nine questions, and 

each was provided an equal amount of  time to 

respond, in writing, to the questions. All three 

candidates responded, and each of  their respec-

tive responses will run for 3 weeks in the Ruston 

Daily Leader.

The next set of  questions are as follows: 

4. What are your long-term goals for the parish 

if  you are elected? 

5. What are your short-term goals for the parish 

if  you are elected? 

6. What applicable skill set will you bring to the 

office of  Sheriff  if  you are elected? 

Philip Lawrence

4. Address and solve 

the drug and pit bull 

problem in our parish. 

5. Establish a Rapid 

Response Force (RRF) to 

respond to emergencies.

6. Physical and moral 

courage.

Cody Cheatwood

4. Long term goals 

include the assignment 

of  a deputy to Caney 

Creek reservoir on a full 

time basis. Our lake has 

grown into a valuable 

asset to the parish. I will 

implement full patrol on 

the lake and properties 

surrounding it.

I intend to enhance 

training and education 

for all deputies. Having 

an up to date, trained 

staff  is vital to the suc-

cess of  the Jackson 

Parish Sheriff’s Office.

Working with other 

elements of  the crimi-

nal justice system as 

well as the school sys-

tem to implement men-

torship and after school 

programs for at-risk 

youth as alternatives 

to incarceration is an-

other priority as well 

as the implementation 

of  a narcotics task force.

5. Short term goals 

are the immediate as-

signment of  deputies 

to the full time enforce-

ment of  narcotics laws, 

enhancing school safety 

measures already in 

place, ensuring that all 

parts of  Jackson Parish 

receive proactive patrol 

on every shift, and a fea-

sibility study to deter-

mine what, if  anything, 

needs to be streamlined 

or eliminated.

6. I will bring 39-plus 

years of  experience 

to the Sheriff’s Office. 

Having worked in cor-

rections, dispatch, pa-

trol, and investigations 

gives me knowledge of  

every aspect of  the job. 

I am a La. P.O.S.T. certi-

fied firearms instructor, 

an F.B.I. certified in-

structor and was a staff  

instructor at North 

Delta Regional Training 

Academy.

Andy Brown

4. My long-term goals 

include, but are not 

limited to, enhanced 

training opportunities 

for all deputies and cor-

rectional staff, creating 

additional jobs through 

the expansion of  Jack-

son Parish Jail, expand-

ing our School Resource 

Program, and continue 

to provide support and 

no cost training op-

portunities to all law 

enforcement agencies 

within our Parish. 

I will continue to 

complete all goals with 

no additional tax bur-

den to the public.

5. I don’t think short 

term goals are applica-

ble. I maintain a vision 

of  growth and long-term 

fiscal sustainability for 

the Sheriff’s Office and 

our Parish.

6. I have 38 years of  

experience in law en-

forcement and 19 years 

as Sheriff.

During the past nine-

teen years I have had 

no audit findings or 

discrepancies while 

maintaining a current 

tax base of  22 million 

dollars that is dispersed 

among all governmen-

tal agencies within the 

Parish.
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Your Hometown News Source

Last week we talked 

about a young girl who 

was coerced or tricked 

into sending nude pic-

tures of  herself  to her 

boyfriend who then 

used the pics to black-

mail her. The story, 

a true one, was pre-

sented by David Ferris, 

at a recent DART event 

developed to provide 

training to regional law 

enforcement and social 

workers.

The term for send-

ing nude photos to a 

boyfriend or girlfriend 

is sexting and can be 

twisted and turned into 

an evil thing if  a bad ac-

tor is involved. If  nude 

photo of  a person under 

the age of  18 is taken 

and transmitted, it be-

comes criminal because 

of  laws against child 

pornography. When a 

person coerces sexting 

from an individual and 

uses it against them 

it is called sextortion. 

The Federal Bureau of  

Investigation considers 

it a huge problem, espe-

cially when it involves 

a child.

Years ago, agents 

with the FBI arrested 

Richard Finkbiner a 

40-year-old youth min-

ister from Indiana, 

whovhad more than 

22,000 videos of  webcam 

feeds, much of  it sexu-

ally explicit content 

that he had obtained 

from young people na-

tionwide. Investigators 

identified 20 victims and 

believe he had dozens 

more that they could 

not identify, perhaps 

hundreds more.

The Finkbiner case 

is one in a long list of  

sextortion cases that 

have been investigated 

or prosecuted in the last 

two decades. FBI agents 

say more and more cas-

es cross their desks each 

year involving 

young people 

who are ma-

n i p u l a t e d , 

threatened, 

o r  c o e rc e d 

into creating 

e x p l i c i t  o r 

pornographic 

content by an 

adult online.

“The sec-

ond the criminal gets a 

picture, that child’s life 

is going to be turned 

upside down,” said Spe-

cial Agent Ryan Bar-

rett, who worked on 

Finkbiner’s case from 

the FBI’s Indianapolis 

Field Office. “These 

people are relentless. 

They don’t care.

The FBI says, “Sex-

tortion begins when a 

predator reaches out to 

a young person over a 

game, app, or social me-

dia account. Through 

deception, manipula-

tion, money and gifts, 

or threats, the predator 

convinces the young 

person to produce an 

explicit video or image. 

When the young person 

WEEKENDS WITH DART

Dealing with the dangers of sextortion
starts to resist requests 

to make more images, 

the criminal will use 

threats of  harm or expo-

sure of  the early images 

to pressure the child 

to continue producing 

content.”

Here is what kids 

need to know about 

how to stop sextortion, 

according to the FBI:

1. Be selective about 

w h a t  y o u 

share.  If  your 

social media 

accounts are 

open to every-

one, a preda-

tor may be 

able to figure 

out a lot of  

information 

about you.

2. Beware 

of  anyone you encoun-

ter for the first time 

online. Block or ignore 

messages from strang-

ers.

3. Be aware that peo-

ple can pretend to be 

anything or anyone 

online. Videos and pho-

tos are not proof  that 

a person is who they 

claim to be. Images can 

be altered or stolen.

4. Be suspicious if  

you meet someone on 

one game or app and 

they ask you to start 

talking to them on a 

different platform.

5. Be in the know. 

Any content you create 

online- whether it is a 

text message, photo or 

video – can be made 

public. And once you 

send something, you 

don’t have any control 

over where it goes next.

6.         Be willing to 

ask for help. If  you are 

getting messages or 

requests online that 

don’t seem right, block 

the sender, report the 

behavior to the site 

administrator, or go to 

an adult. 

If  you or someone 

you know has been a vic-

tim of  sextortion, call 

the FBI at 1-800-CALL-

FBI or report the crime 

online at tips.fbi.gov. 

 

Donna Bernard is 

the Child Advocate for 

DART. If  you would 

like more information 

about how to help a teen 

in danger, call her at 

318.513.9373.

By 

Donna Bernard

Photo by Wilda Smith

Ribbon Cutting held at Caney Lake Landing
Members of the Jackson Parish Chamber of Commerce celebrated with the new owners of Caney 

Lake Landing, James and Caroline Bradford. They invite you out for breakfast lunch or dinner at 

Caney Lake Landing, located at 7777 Hwy. 4 in Jonesboro. For more information, call them at (318) 

259-6649 or visit their Facebook page. Don’t forget to check out their fishing gear.

www.rustonleader.com
www.tips.fbi.gov
www.stopmedicarefraud.org
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THUMBS UP 
THUMBS DOWN

Another successful

candidate forum
Thursday evening the Ruston Daily 

Leader held another successful candidate 
forum at the Lincoln Parish Library, this 
time for those running for police jury.

It’s always important for candidates 
to have the opportunity to express their 
platform for members of  the community. 
Likewise, it’s vital to the electoral process 
that voters have the opportunity to listen 
and pose questions.

We give a thumbs up to both the candi-
dates for coming out to participate and to 
the community for showing up to engage 
with their candidates.

When you are electing representatives 
of  local government, we cannot stress how 
important it is to know their thoughts on 
issues. You may know them personally or 
come across them in public, but you never 
know how they will represent your respec-
tive district.

We have another forum coming up on 
Tuesday. We invite you to join us.

This past week one student was killed 
and two others wounded when they were 
gunned down sitting in a car in the park-
ing lot of  St. Helena College and Career 
Academy in Greensburg.

It’s shocking that three students can be  
gunned down in a Louisiana high school 
parking lot. What’s even more shocking is 
that a 14-year-old pulled the trigger.

The motive for the shooting? Apparently 
it was a case of  bullying.

This tragic incident hits close to home 
for all of  us. Each day we send our chil-
dren to school with the simple thought 
they are leaving home to get a quality 
education and enjoy a safe environment 
as part of  growing up. Bullying happens 
in every school. It happens to an awful lot 
of  children across America. Don’t think 
that it doesn’t happen in our community, 
because it does.

But at what point does it cause violence? 
We don’t have the answer to that. We do 
hope and pray that nobody has to deal with 
school violence, but the fact of  the matter 
is, it has been prevalent in America for 
many years now. Bullying and violence 
should be discussed ad nauseum among 
families and educators.

Violence in a high 

school parking lot

Saturday at the 

Joe was enjoyable
Last Saturday was one of  those days on 

the campus of  Louisiana Tech that turned 
into a memorable occasion.

Every now and then sports can bring 
people together for all the right reasons 
and spread joy to everyone.

The renewal of  an old rivalry with 
Northwestern State did exactly that. Not 
only did Tech annihilate the Demons 51-21 
on the field, but the 1973 Louisiana Tech 
national championship team returned 
home to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of  one of  the greatest seasons in Bulldog 
history.

Men who played for the late, great Maxie 
Lambright were able to swap stories and 
enjoy each other as they did that fall in 
1973 when they stood tall and brought 
home the trophy. How ‘bout them Dogs!

A DIFFERENT BEAT

I don’t envy being a kid in today’s 
world. No way. Not even close. Forget 
about it. I’m good with being a child 
of  the 1970s and 80s.

I won’t pretend to know what it’s 
like for this generation growing up 
in America. I haven’t a clue. Just as 
my parents’ generation had no idea 
what it was like growing up in the era 
of  peace, love and the Brady Bunch.

All I can do is compare the dif-
ferences.

First things first, you kids today 
have access to the best technol-
ogy and serious culture-changing 
inventions. You walk around with 
a hand-held smartphone 
that basically equals a 
computer that once fit 
in a 5,000 square foot air 
conditioned room that was 
kept at 40 degrees so that 
dad blasted thing didn’t 
blow up.

But is that better? 
Sometimes old fashioned 
is pretty cool.

You guys text your 
buddy and see if  he wants 
to see a movie this weekend, or ask 
if  he’s going to the football game. We 
either waited until we got to school 
or waited in line at our house to use 
the landline to dial a friend to see 
if  the phone would ring or not. You 
could get a busy signal because his 
big brother was on the phone with 
his girlfriend for two hours.

In that case, you jump on your bi-
cycle and ride 8 blocks and knock on 
his door. Problem solved. We didn’t 
know we missed smartphones.

You also have the luxury of  sit-
ting down at your computer at home 
and googling information you need 
for a school paper or project. Guess 
what we had to do? We had to either 

ride said bicycle to the local library 
and research, recording your infor-
mation using bibliography cards 
(google that if  you don’t know) to 
keep track of  your research.

Or, you could sit at the kitchen 
table and look through the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica that mom and dad 
bought from the traveling salesman.

Fact of  the matter is, my genera-
tion got things done. So does yours. 
You just get it down a lot quicker 
than we did.

There is another major difference 
in today’s world versus the genera-
tion that molded me as a young guy. 

Social media can be a pro-
ductive tool. It can also be 
a rabbit’s hole into which 
nobody should delve.

Seems these days ev-
eryone makes a video of  
everything and posts it to 
one of  the many social me-
dia platforms. Or someone 
films you and posts it for 
the world to see.

I can’t even fathom hav-
ing smartphone cameras 

and social media available when 
I was growing up. We would have 
been in so much trouble. All we had 
to worry about back in the 1970s 
was nosey neighbor one and two. 
Once we navigated past them, it 
was smooth sailing to mischievous 
behavior that rarely got back to our 
parents.

I must confess though. Parents 
always find out. No matter what 
generation it is. You can try to jump 
your motorcycle over the swimming 
pool or drag your brother around 
on a motorcycle as he’s tied to the 
back springs of  the rear tire. You can 
even accidentally set fire to the tree 
in the backyard. They will find out. 

Not saying I did any of  that. I won’t 
incriminate myself, and you will 
not find video of  it on social media.

Being a product of  the street lamp 
generation was enjoyable. I don’t 
regret a moment. You left home in 
the morning and came home when 
the street lamp came on. In between, 
you managed to occupy yourself  
without a smartphone and without 
a computer or gaming system.

If  there is one gift I would give to 
today’s youth it would be the ability 
to hold a conversation. I challenge 
you to put the smartphone down. I 
implore you to avoid texting one day 
a week and just talk. Hold a conver-
sation with the person you would 
normally text. Ride your bicycle over 
to their house, sit around and talk. 

Who knows, you may even enjoy 
a small glimpse into the past. You 
still have your smartphone the other 
days of  the week.

My late father did something at 
family get-togethers that completely 
befuddled me at the time, but I 
understand it more now. We set a 
bucket at the front door and required 
everyone to drop their cell phones 
into the bucket, to be retrieved on 
their way out.

Dad knew what he was doing. He 
wanted all of  us to look at each other 
and engage in conversation.

As technology further develops 
into Artificial Intelligence, human 
interaction is going to be that much 
more important. Let’s not allow 
technology to remove the human 
from human beings. Sometimes old 
fashioned ain’t so bad.

Brian Trahan is editor of  the 
Ruston Daily Leader, a graduate of  
Louisiana Tech and can be reached 
at editor@rustonleader.

Sometimes old fashioned ain't so bad

By  
Brian Trahan

MAKING SENSE

Thank God for Sen. John Kennedy 
of  Louisiana.

I wish every major television and 
radio network in the country had 
covered what the smart and color-
ful Republican did in the Senate 
this week.

As part of  a hearing looking 
into the alleged threat to freedom 
posed by parents who want to have 
sexually explicit gay and trans books 
removed from their school libraries, 
Kennedy bravely quoted 
some choice excerpts from 
two of  the books.

While he read out loud 
from “All Boys Aren’t 
Blue”  and “Gender 
Queer,” every adult in 
the room with a brain and 
a lick of  common sense 
squirmed uncomfortably 
in their seats.

Kennedy and other 
senators of  both parties agreed that 
the sleaze he read was not fit for 
young children – or any non-adult.

But unless you watch Fox News 
or other conservative TV or radio 
places, you did not hear Kennedy’s 
graphic descriptions repeated or 
even described in detail.

The mainstream electronic news 
media ignored Kennedy’s readings. 
The partisans running the New York 
Times didn’t even cover the hearing.

That kind of  information black-
out is nothing new to conservatives.

The left-wing media can always 
be counted on to not tell their audi-
ences what is actually written in the 
quasi-pornographic LGBT books 
that parents around the country are 
criticizing. Their partisan reporters 
and pundits don’t even bother to 
read the books or try to defend them.

They just immediately slime the 
concerned parents and Republicans 

as dangerous book-burn-
ers and political extrem-
ists. Or, hypocritically, 
they’ll criticize an angry 
mother for talking dirty 
at her local school board 
meeting.

It’s part of  the upside-
down political insanity of  
our times that parents are 
now being told they are 
not allowed to have sexu-

ally graphic books removed from 
their own public schools.

So how can parents protect their 
school kids from an indoctrination 
campaign – short of  homeschooling 
them or moving to Portugal?

Without a national political 
revolution that sweeps away the 
leftists and wackos running our 
governments and ruining our 
public schools, it looks impossible 
– especially out here in the crazy, 

mismanaged and hyper-sexed state 
of  California.

For example, last week a Califor-
nia judge ruled against the school 
district in Chino that had issued 
a policy saying parents had to be 
informed if  their kids had changed 
their gender identities or pronouns 
in school.

Earlier this week the mayor of  
Burbank proudly defended him-
self  for raising money at a private 
party by having himself  spanked on 
camera by a drag queen. The liberal 
media naturally thought what the 
mayor did was very cool, of  course, 
and Democrats defended him.

And, of  course, they claimed the 
secret video — seen by more than 8 
million people so far – was being used 
by Republicans as clickbait to “pro-
mote an agenda of  fear, homophobia, 
transphobia, and bigotry.”

The latest sex-and-gender idiocy 
dreamed up by the people in charge 
of  the state of  California is the dec-
laration that next August will be 
officially recognized as Transgender 
History Month.

Isn’t that great?

Michael Reagan, the son of  Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan, is an author, 
speaker and president of  the Reagan 
Legacy Foundation. Send comments 
to reagan@caglecartoons.com.

Saving our kids from wackos, dirty books

By  
Michael Reagan
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RDL FORUM continued from page 1

(AP) — Stocks closed lower on Wall 

Street, giving the S&P 500 its second 

losing week in a row. The benchmark 

index lost 1.2% Friday. 

The Dow fell 288 points and the 

Nasdaq composite gave back 1.6%. 

The market had posted some gains 

this week following several healthy 

indicators on the economy ahead of  the 

Federal Reserve’s meeting next week, 

where it’s expected to hold interest 

rates steady. 

Tech stocks were the biggest drag 

on the market. Automaker stocks 

proved resilient after the United Auto 

Workers union walked off  the job at 

several plants overnight. Treasury 

yields mostly rose.

Bond yields gained ground. The 

yield on the 10-year Treasury, which 

influences interest rates on mortgages 

and other loans, rose to 4.31% from 

4.29% late Thursday. The yield on the 

2-year Treasury held steady at 5.02%.

Investors spent much of  the week 

reviewing mostly healthy updates on 

the U.S. economy. The reports came 

ahead of  next week’s Federal Reserve 

meeting, where the central bank is 

expected to continue holding interest 

rates steady.

“Things were fairly in line from 

a data perspective,” said Matthew 

Stucky, senior portfolio manager at 

Northwestern Mutual Wealth Man-

agement. “Really, the market is laser-

focused on what’s going to impact 

Federal Reserve activity.”

The central bank raised rates 

aggressively through 2022 and 2023 

in an effort to tame inflation, but it 

maintained interest rate levels at its 

last meeting. Inflation has generally 

been easing back to the central bank’s 

target of  2%.

“A lot of  the optimism about the 

Fed pausing is priced into markets,” 

Stucky said.

Consumer sentiment slipped a bit 

in September, according to a closely-

watched survey from the University 

of  Michigan. 

The latest reading, though, shows 

that overall sentiment remains strong. 

It also said consumers lowered their 

expectations for inflation in the year 

ahead to 3.1%, which is the lowest 

reading since March 2021.

Boosting market sentiment this 

week was a report Thursday that said 

U.S. shoppers spent more at retailers 

last month than economists expected. 

A separate report Thursday morning 

said fewer workers applied for un-

employment benefits last week than 

expected.

A third report on Thursday said 

prices getting paid at the wholesale 

level rose more last month than 

economists expected. That could be 

a discouraging signal for households 

if  the higher-than-expected inflation 

gets passed on to shoppers at the con-

sumer level.

Inflation at the consumer level edged 

higher than expected in August, but 

high gasoline prices were the biggest 

driver. Oil prices have been climbing 

over the summer after Saudi Arabia 

decided to maintain production cuts. 

Wall Street closes lower, giving S&P 500 another losing week

Ambulance service

After the nearly year-long 

process the jury underwent in 

2022 to research and select a 

provider for emergency medi-

cal and rescue services for 

parish residents, it was clear 

several challengers made that 

issue a cornerstone of  their 

platform.

The Leader’s extensive cov-

erage of  that process can be 

found at rustonleader.com/

tags/ambulance-service, 

particularly the story titled 

“Ruston it is.”

Jurors ultimately chose 

Ruston on a split vote, rather 

than a combination of  Pafford 

EMS for EMS and the Lincoln 

Parish Fire Protection Dis-

trict No. 1 for rescue.

Thursday, candidates were 

asked whether that was the 

right choice.

Four of  the six newcom-

ers on stage agreed with the 

jury’s decision: Greg “Big 

Coach” Williams in District 

1, Tommie Woods in District 

2, Dan Lord in District 3 and 

John Cole in District 6.

District 1’s Will Edwards, 

a volunteer firefighter for 

the parish department, said 

that department could have 

handled the task if  they had 

been selected.

Karen Ludley of  District 2 

declined to answer the ques-

tion, saying she didn’t know 

enough about it.

All three incumbents on 

the stage — District 1’s There-

sa Wyatt, District 3’s Richard 

Durrett and District 6’s Glenn 

Scriber — defended their 

votes, with Wyatt and Durrett 

opposing the Ruston contract 

and Scriber supporting it.

Williams was the only chal-

lenger to overtly criticize an 

opponent Thursday, saying he 

disagreed with Wyatt’s vote 

against the ambulance con-

tract. At the time she said she 

was concerned about where 

the funds would come from.

“If  I don’t have any money 

in my house, I’m going to pay 

the light bill,” Williams said. 

“Some things you’ve got to 

have.”

Wyatt, as well as Durrett, 

said they thought the other 

ambulance option would have 

been better for their rural 

districts, and they wanted to 

see more investment in the 

parish fire department.

“I think that the price we 

were paying, or are paying, 

could be better served if  we 

would strengthen the rural 

fire department,” Wyatt said. 

“I’m not sorry I made that 

decision.”

Woods had a 35-year career 

with the RFD, a fact he re-

peatedly touted in the forum, 

saying this topic inspired him 

to run.

“I’d put Ruston Fire De-

partment up against any-

body,” he said. “I’m one of  the 

36 paramedics we had when I 

was there. Who do you want 

in your home to see about 

you, a paramedic, or do you 

want an (Emergency Medical 

Responder)? These are things 

we need for our people in the 

parish.”

Cole said signing with Rus-

ton was “probably the right 

choice” when considering 

cost and quality of  service.

Lord cited his five years of  

experience with the RFD and 

said all jurors should have 

been included from the begin-

ning of  negotiations, rather 

than a “backdoor policy” 

that led to a “transparency 

problem.”

The question is still rel-

evant for the upcoming jury 

because the contract with 

RFD extends through 2027 

— the last year of  the next 

jury term.

So the next batch of  jurors 

will likely revisit the am-

bulance topic ahead of  that 

deadline.

Administrator issues

Another question asked 

candidates how they believe 

the jury should handle perfor-

mance issues with its admin-

istrator — the lead staffer that 

oversees the other 150 parish 

employees.

The clear context: In Janu-

ary the jury fired then-ad-

ministrator Doug Postel on a 

split vote after two and a half  

years on the job, after at least 

one juror previously asked 

him to resign or they would 

terminate him. 

The jurors’ issues with 

Postel haven’t come to light. 

Find more coverage in a free-

to-read article titled “Doug 

Postel out as parish admin-

istrator” at rustonleader.com 

or in the Jan. 12 edition.

Durrett cited his own ex-

perience as administrator for 

17 years.

“I know in the 17 years, you 

know each juror, you work 

with each juror, you know if  

they think you’re doing a good 

job or not,” he said. “They 

don’t have to come tell you 

what you’re doing wrong.”

He pointed to the fact that 

administrator is an at-will 

employment position with a 

one-year contract.

“(The jury) can terminate 

you for no reason after that 

year, or the next year or next 

year,” Durrett said.

Scriber disagreed.

“To sit here and say we can 

terminate someone without 

just cause — I’m absolutely, 

positively against that,” he 

said. “I don’t think that’s fair 

to anyone involved. If  they 

have failed their duties, what 

they are hired to do, then I 

will be the first to step up and 

address that issue. But we’ve 

got to do it in the proper way.”

Wyatt said the jury handled 

the Postel situation well, in a 

way that “could be used as a 

model.” She also said the jury 

should offer the employee the 

choice to discuss his issues in 

executive session — a private 

part of  an otherwise public 

meeting.

That was discussed at the 

meeting in which Postel was 

dismissed, but the jury hadn’t 

followed the procedures prior 

to the meeting that make ex-

ecutive session legal.

Most of  the newcomers 

said the administrator should 

receive regular feedback from 

jurors.

“Together” was a common 

sentiment in this question, as 

challengers said each juror 

needs to play a part.

Ludley, a former teacher, 

cited the school model where a 

principal observes the educa-

tors and gives them feedback.

“That’s what I feel like 

we should be doing with the 

administrator of  the police 

jury,” she said. “Whatever job 

they were doing, it should be 

evaluated by the 12 (jurors). 

Let he or she know what is 

wrong, what is not wrong. 

We can’t just let people go 

because they do one little 

thing wrong. But we have to 

give them an opportunity to 

make corrections.”

Woods also recommended 

evaluations, followed by an 

investigation, if  needed, that 

should rely on hard evidence.

Williams pointed to evalu-

ation policies, saying the jury 

should make sure they have 

those updated and abide by 

them.

Edwards said he wasn’t 

sure, but suggested all jurors 

should meet to figure it out.

Lord said the jury should 

have an evaluation committee 

to give feedback to employees. 

He also said jurors should be 

held accountable for how they 

handle employee issues.

“You’re going to evaluate 

them, and you’re going to 

give them a reason of  what 

their production is and what 

they’re doing or not doing,” 

he said. “I worked at the 

Ruston Fire Department, 

and every quarter, we had 

an evaluation. This is what 

needs to happen to handle 

performance issues with the 

administrator.”

Citing his extensive history 

in banking, Cole said the jury 

must keep employment laws 

in mind, and the best way to 

do that is to have a detailed 

evaluation policy that keeps 

the jury from handling issues 

on a whim.

“If  you’re working within 

a predisposed evaluation 

process and everybody un-

derstands what your expec-

tations are, then you have a 

better opportunity to deal 

with problems,” he said.

The jury divide

The second question of  the 

night asked candidates how 

the jury can close the divide 

among them.

Cole said the jury needs 

better open communication 

among all members.

“There’s separate conver-

sations going on over here, 

and a decision’s being made, 

and another conversation’s 

being had over here, and 

there’s no communication 

between the people in the 

conversations,” he said.

“Some people are on a 

certain type of  agenda to get 

something done, and there’s 

no communication to say, 

‘Well, I need help from District 

6 so I can get something done 

in District 12. I don’t see a lot 

of  that in what I’ve seen.”

Lord, Durrett, Woods and 

Ludley each said one key 

would be communicating 

with constituents.

“We want you to see your 

tax dollars at work,” Woods 

said. “You shouldn’t have to 

pay your tax dollars and not 

getting anything that you 

need, not getting your roads 

fixed, not getting animal con-

trol. This is something the 

jury is going to have to work 

together to get this solved.”

Ludley also said she be-

lieves so many candidates are 

running because “we see the 

division.”

Scriber said the jury needs 

strong leadership in order to 

work together.

“You’ve got to have strong 

leaders that people believe in, 

that people have confidence 

in, that people can put their 

trust in,” he said. “When you 

have that, it’ll spill over into 

the jury itself. We’ve got to 

have people… who are not 

afraid to make the tough de-

cisions that need to be made. 

And those decisions can be 

made, as long as it’s done 

right.”

Wyatt said she believes 

the root of  the jury’s rift is a 

“generational divide.”

“We’re going to have to 

respect age, and we have to 

respect youth,” she said.

Williams said the parish 

is “still playing with the race 

thing.” He cited his coaching 

and education experience in 

both Grambling and Ruston, 

saying he’s a candidate who 

can span the cultural divide.

In an overall quiet showing 

between two forums, Edwards 

has repeatedly emphasized 

getting back to basics and 

being a unified community.

“I do believe in working 

together, communication, 

and getting back as one as a 

community,” he said. “All of  

us can do this. We all can work 

together, some of  us old, some 

of  us younger it don’t matter. 

We can all get back to being 

one as a community.”
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Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; 
and He shall bring it to pass.

Psalm 37:5

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cathedral of Praise Worship 
Center - 2877 Highway 33, Ruston

First Assembly of God - 1400 
Woodward Ave., Ruston

BAPTIST

Alabama - 16061 Hwy. 151, Arca-
dia

Barnett Springs – 1601 S. Barnett 
Springs Rd., Ruston

Calvary - 5200 Hwy 167, Vienna 

China Grove Missionary - 406 
Vernon St., Ruston

Christ Temple Baptist Church - 
7349 Hwy 80. Ruston

Church of Restoration - 285 Main 
St., Grambling

Cook Baptist Church - 2000 
Cooktown Rd, Ruston

Corinth - 4327 Hw 545, Dubach

Emmanuel - 1200 Farmerville 
Hwy., Ruston

Fellowship - 6476 Hwy 151, Du-
bach 

Fellowship  Missionary Bap-
tist,1572 Highway 507 South, Simsboro

First - 117 Oak St. , Choudrant - 
One block south of Hwy. 80 in Chou-
drant

First - Hico St., Dubach

First - 200 S. Trenton St., Ruston. 
fbcruston.org

First – Simsboro. 

Friendship Baptist Church - 143 
West Sixth Street, Bernice

Grace Baptist Church - 2808 
Trenton Ave. , Ruston

Grace Bible Baptist Church - 216 
Rough Edge Rd., Ruston

Greater Pleasant Grove - 1270 
Golf Course Rd. , Unionville

Greater St. Luke - 163 St. Luke 
Church Rd, Arcadia

Gumspring Missionary Baptist 
Church - 3117 Hwy 151, Farmerville

Hico - 653 Hwy. 152, Dubach

Hopewell - 7657 Fellowship Rd., 
Hwy 151, Dubach

Lane Chapel - 1016 McAllister, 
Ruston

Lanes Chapel Missionary – Hwy. 
151 Downsville

Liberty Hill Missionary - Sims-
boro

Longstraw Baptist - 1799 Styles, 
Ranch Rd., Choudrant

Love Chapel Baptist Church - 
1525 Sikes St, Ruston

Macedonia No.1 Missionary - 

Rt. 2, Dubach

Macedonia No. 2 Missionary – 
489 E. Sibley Rd., Choudrant

Mineral Springs - 4599 Hwy 822, 
Dubach

Mount Harmony - 210 Mt. Har-
mony Church Rd, Ruston

Mount Calm Missionary - 566 
Mount Calm Rd., Simsboro

Mount Olive - Grambling

Mount Olive Outreach - 2817 S. 
Service Road W., Ruston

Mount Pisgah - Hwy. 3061, Ruston

Mount Sinai – 2269 Hwy. 145, 
Choudrant

Mount Vernon Missionary – 1356 
Hwy. 167 N., Dubach

Mount Zion – 2586 Hwy 150., 
Grambling

Mount Zion No. 2 – 113 California 
Plant Road, Dubach 

New Hope - Choudrant

New Hope - 302 W. Vaughn, Rus-
ton

New Liberty Hill - Hwy. 544, Sims-
boro

New Pilgrim Rest, Inc. - 2697 Elm 
St.,  Arcadia

New Prospect - 3438 Hwy. 167 N., 
Dubach

New Prosperity Baptist - 1378 
Prosperity Church, Clay

New Rocky Valley - 2155 Martin 
Luther King Ave., Grambling

Northview Missionary Baptist – 
Highway 33, Ruston

Olive Grove - 3138 Olive Grove 
Rd, Choudrant

Pilgrim Rest - 622 W. Line Ave., 
Ruston

Pine Grove - 470 Chandler Rd., 
Ruston

Pleasant Grove - 1366 Pleasant 
Grove Road, Choudrant

Pleasant Grove - “The Oasis in the 
Woods”, 446 Bowden Rd., Ruston

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church - 
1127 Mondy Rd, Simsboro

Rock Corner & Garden of Prayer 
- 824 Rock Corner Rd, Dubach, off 
Hwy.33, 14 miles north of Ruston

Rocky Valley – Simsboro

Solid Rock Baptist Church - 1511 
West California Hwy 80, Ruston

Southside - 3191 South Vienna 
St., Ruston

Springhill - 727 Dicks Store Rd., 
Ruston

St. David Missionary - Vienna. 

St. John - Old Grambling Rd., 
Ruston. 

St. Mary - 1114 Larson St., Ruston. 

St. Peter - 404 Longstraw Rd., 
Ruston 

St. Rest -  209 Walker Rd., Chou-
drant 

St. Rest -  Hwy. 146 West, Dubach 

Temple - 1515 S. Service Rd. W. 
Ruston

True Believers Baptist Church - 
184 CCC Road, Ruston

The Springs - (A ministry of Tem-
ple Baptist Church) 1601 S. Barnett 
Springs Ave., Ruston - thesprings.life

The Word -504 S. Main St., Gram-
bling

University - 2856 W. California, 
Ruston

Vernon Baptist Church - 190 
Vernon-Eros Road, Ruston LA 71270

Woods Chapel - 326 Hwy 454, 
Ruston

Zion Hill - 505 Lee St., Ruston

Zion Traveler - 1201 Martin Luther 
King Dr, Ruston

CATHOLIC CHURCHES

St. Benedict - 471 Main St., Gram-
bling

St. Thomas Aquinas - 810 Carey 
Avenue, Ruston

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Church of Christ – 2902 Hwy. 80 
West, Ruston

Grambling – 146 King St., Gram-
bling

Northside - 1804 N. Trenton St., 
Ruston

Orleans Cir. Church of Christ - 
2103 Orleans Cir., Ruston

Ruston - 2300 W. Woodward Ave., 
Ruston, www.rustonchurchofchrist.org

EPISCOPAL CHURCHES

Church of the Redeemer - 504 
Tech Dr., Ruston  

St. Luke’s – 538 Main St., Gram-
bling

METHODIST CHURCHES

 Ansley Union Church - 328 Ans-
ley Rd, Ruston, located 10 miles south 
of Ruston off of Hwy 167

Antioch UMC - Simsboro

Arcadia First UMC - Arcadia

Choudrant UMC - 125 Pecan St. 
, Choudrant

Dubach UMC - Dubach

First UMC - Arcadia 

Grace UMC - 3401 N. Trenton St., 
Ruston

Lewis Temple CME - Main St., 
Grambling

Mays Chapel CME - 615 W. Line 
Ave., Ruston

Memorial UMC - 9325 Hwy 80, 
Simsboro.

Mt. Mariah UMC - 

Salem UMC - 11793 Hwy. 151, 
Dubach

St. Peter AME - 1104 Arlington St., 
Ruston.

Trinity UMC - 1000 Woodward 
Ave., Ruston

Wesley Chapel Methodist 
Church -  4330 Hwy. 818, Ruston

PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES

Anchor Tabernacle - Exit 93 from 
I-20 then South 1/2 mile, Choudrant

First Pentecostal – Corner of Ken-
tucky and Goodwin, Ruston

King’s Court UPC - 2401 S. Ser-
vice Rd. West, Ruston

LifePoint Church of Ruston 
- 1018 S. Vienna St., Ruston. lifepoin-
truston.com

The Pentecostals of Ruston - 
2851 Hwy 33 North, Ruston

Power House Temple of Christ 
Apostolic – 101 Main St., Grambling

United Pentecostal – Dubach

Zion Temple Apostolic Faith De-
liverance – Eastern Hills, off Beacon 
Light Rd., Ruston

Voice of Revival Ministry - 304 W. 
California St., Ruston

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES

Alabama (USA) - 2091 Hwy 145, 
Choudrant

John Knox (PCA) - 2106 Cook-
town Rd., Ruston

Greenwood - Lincoln Parish Rd. 
181, between Mitcham’s & Hwy. 146, 
Ruston

Ruston (USA) - 212 N. Bonner St. 

OTHER CHURCHES

Abundant Grace Tabernacle - 
3092 Hwy 556, Choudrant

Campus Community Worship 
Center - 1000 Saratoga St., Ruston, 
318-513-9383

Christian L.I.F.E. Church – 107 
Love Ave., Ruston

Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints - 205 Woodhaven 
Rd., Ruston

Church of the Living God - 1438 
Hwy. 167 W., Dubach

Church of the Nazarene - 1101 
Center St., Ruston

Douglas Church - 1642 Hwy 821, 
Ruston

Dubach Church of God in Christ 
- 256 Voss Street, Dubach

Faith Church - 2909 N. Trenton 
(1.4 miles north of I-20 on Hwy 167)

Focus Christian Ministries - 
Martin Luther King Community Center, 
901 Martin Luther King Dr., Ruston

Fountain of Praise United Wor-
ship Center - 1394 Hazel St., Arcadia

The Gospel -108 Sanctuary Rd, 
Ruston

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Church - 2508 Kavanaugh Road, 
Ruston

Impact Worship Center -Green-
wood Recreation Center, 1306 Cornell 
Ave, Ruston and  Ruston Housing Au-
thority Building 901Martin Luther King 
Dr. Ruston.

Lifechurch.LA - 3000 S. Vienna 
St., Ruston

LifePoint Church of Ruston - 
1018 S. Vienna St., Ruston, LA.

Living Water Full Gospel Church 
- 149 Fairgrounds Rd., Ruston

Miracle Temple COGIC - 1405 S. 
Farmerville, Ruston

New Living Word Ministry - 1900 
Barnett Springs Rd. Ruston

New Testament Church at Gram-
bling Inc. – 508 Main St., Grambling

Praise Temple - Ramada Inn, 107 
Love Ave., Ruston

St. Paul Lutheran – 504 Tech 
Drive, Ruston

The Bridge Community Church 
- North Campus, 2301 N. Trenton, 
Ruston

Triumph The Church and King-
dom of God in Christ - Hwy. 3061 E. 
Tenn. Rd., Ruston

United Faith Tabernacle Minis-
tries & Prayer Center - 303 Cherry 
St., Bernice,

Upon the Rock Outreach Cen-
ter – 513 E. Texas Ave., Ruston.

Victorious Faith Church - 131 
S. Main St, Grambling

Victory Life Church of Ruston 
- 2535 Hwy 33, Ruston, LA 

Word of Faith Ministries - 611 
South Farmerville St., Ruston
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“Better a patient person 

than a warrior, one with 

self-control than one who 

takes a city.”

—Proverbs 16:32 NIV

Many of us long for a better world, one with 

more kindness and civility, a world where 

everyone is treated with the dignity and  

respect befitting persons made in the image of 

God. 

And wouldn’t we all like for the earth 

to be treated better, not treating it as a big 

garbage dump but rather as our precious, 

holy and beautiful home? Youthful idealism  

rushes out into the world intent on changing it 

for the better, but it is often met with cynicism or 

even apathy and resignation over the prospects 

of making the world a better place. 

It is indeed hard to change others, and no one 

can clean up the whole planet. But we can all 

start with ourselves and our own little corner of 

the world. Maybe we can’t change the world, but  

we can change ourselves. And in changing 

ourselves, don’t we in effect do our small part 

for changing the world? 

Reflect on what needs changing in your 

own life before you set out trying to improve 

others. Ask yourself whether there is some 

part of you that needs to change but which 

you stubbornly refuse to give up. Sometimes 

the greatest victory is the one which  

we win when we conquer our own vices.   
 – Christopher Simon

www.rustonleader.com
www.rustonhearing.com
www.fbcruston.org
www.thesprings.life
www.rustonchurchofchrist.org
www.truston.com
www.arborandterraceofruston.com


 

There’s something 
about the deer we hunt. 
They’re sharper than 
we are and the blink 
of  an eye or a slap at a 
mosquito may be all it 
takes to cause a deer to 
turn tail and run. 

As a result, it’s more 
to the hunter’s advan-
tage to hunt from el-
evated positions as deer 
usually are looking for 
danger at eye level or 
lower. Sitting 16 feet up 
a tree gives the hunter 
an advantage and when 
it comes to waylaying a 
wily buck, we need all 
the advantages we can 
get.

When I started deer 
hunting years ago, there 
were no tree stands 
on the market. If  you 
hunted from an elevated 
position, it meant gath-
ering up a bunch of  two-
by-fours, hammer, nails 
and saw to construct 
something that would 
keep you above a deer’s 
line of  vision.

Some of  the first ones 
I constructed were not 
only weird looking con-
traptions, they were also 
unsafe. Switching your 
Red Man from one jaw 
to the other was often all 
that was needed to flip 
you out and send you to 
the ground. 

Years later as climb-
ing stands and ladder 
stands came on the mar-
ket, these proved safer 
than the man-made con-
traptions. Because they 
were so heavily used, 
news began filtering in 
of  accidents resulting 
in falling out of  stands.  

Dr. Bobby Dale, a life-
long hunter, is also an 
emergency room physi-
cian who practices medi-
cine in his hometown 
of  Tupelo, Mississippi. 
Visiting with Dr. Dale at 
the annual conference of  
the Southeastern Out-
door Press Association 
in Johnson City, Tennes-
see, several years ago, 
we had occasion to talk 
about what is more likely 
to injure hunters while 
hunting. Dale noted that 
contrary to what many 
believe, it’s not the older 

and more fragile hunter 
who is more apt to be 
injured; it’s the strong, 
virile, younger guy.

“From what I’ve ob-
served from patients 
I have seen in the ER 
where I practice, it’s 
the younger one more 
prone to suffer serious 
injuries while hunt-
ing. This is particularly 
true concerning falls 
from elevated 
deer stands. 
In fact,” Dale 
said, “I re-
cently read 
a report that 
revealed the 
majority of  
bow hunters 
who fall from 
tree stands 
are in their 
20s and 30s. Also, about 
10% of  these injuries are 
alcohol-related. 

“While it is true that 
guys in their 50s and 60s 
and older have bones 
that are more easily 
broken, I don’t see nearly 
as many injuries from 
falling from a stand from 
this older group. It’s just 
a fact that the older guy 
is more cautious,” he 
added.

Dr. Dale noted that a 
fall, even one from just a 
few feet, can result in se-
rious injury. Obviously, 
the further you fall, the 
more serious injuries 
become, he said.

“I’ve seen victims who 
fell from stands come to 
the ER with everything 
from closed head in-
juries, bleeding on the 
brain, spinal fractures 
with paralysis, broken 
arms, legs and ribs, col-
lapsed lungs, ruptured 
spleens in addition to 
profuse external bleed-
ing,” Dale said.  

While mishaps using 
home-made deer stands 
are more likely to re-
sult in serious injuries, 
manufactured stands 
can also cause falls if  not 
used properly.

“ M a n u f a c t u r e d 
stands have to meet a 
safety code and the vast 
majority of  these stands 
are safe when properly 
used. However, they still 

have to be secured to 
the tree in the proper 
manner to be completely 
safe. Climbing stands 
are quite safe but when 
care is not taken in using 
them, they can result 
in twisting or slipping 
when not correctly se-
cured to the tree. The re-
sult can be disastrous,” 
he added.

With deer season rap-
idly approach-
ing — archery 
season begins 
Oct. 1 — make 
sure your tree 
s t a n d s  a r e 
in top notch 
working or-
der and that 
you practice 
all the safety 
rules having 

to do with elevated deer 
stands. It takes only 
one moment of  lapse in 
judgement or one mis-
step to make looking for 
a big buck the least of  
your concerns.

FISHING REPORT 

BLACK BAYOU – Not 
many fishermen on the 
water. Lily pads all over 
lake makes it hard to 
fish. Contact Honey Hole 
Tackle Shop 323-8707 for 
the latest information.

BUSSEY BRAKE – 
The lake has “turned 
over” resulting in a 
moderate fish kill, most-
ly of  shad. Some are 
still catching nice bass 
around brush. Crappie 
are scattered around 
the brush. Bream have 
slowed. For the latest 
information, contact the 
Honey Hole at 323-8707. 

OUACHITA RIVER 
– The water level contin-
ues to drop. Bass are slow 
to moderate with some 
caught in run outs and in 
river lakes. Crappie are 
fair to good in river lakes 
and the bayou on shin-
ers or jigs. For the latest 
information, contact the 
Honey Hole Tackle Shop 
at 323-8707.

LAKE D’ARBONNE 

– Crappie have been fair 

in the deeper flats and in 
channels on shiners or 
jigs. Bass are best during 
early mornings along 
grass lines with topwa-
ter lures and jerk baits. 
Bream are slow. Catfish 
continue to be caught 
fishing cold worms and 
night crawlers off  banks. 
For the latest infor-
mation, call Anderson 
Sport Center at 368-9669 
or Honey Hole Tackle 
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE 

– Stripers are school-
ing and fishing has 
improved using shad 
imitation lures in coves 
early mornings or late af-
ternoons. Bream fishing 
has been slow. Crappie 
have been best fish-
ing 8-14 feet of  water 
with some good ones 
reported. Also night fish-
ing under the lights has 
been successful while 
bass have been best early 
mornings on topwater 
lures and at night on 
dark plastic worms and 
spinner baits.  For the 
latest information, call 
Kel’s Cove at 927-2264 or 
Terzia Tackle at 278-4498.

CANEY LAKE – Bass 
have been best fishing at 
night on dark spinners 
and soft plastics. They 
are fair to good early 
mornings on topwater 
lures with square bill 
crank baits, spinners 
and soft plastics working 
best later. Some bass are 
starting to school and 
hitting shad imitations. 
Crappie have been best 
around deeper tops on 
shiners or jigs. Bream 

are slow. For informa-

tion contact Caney Lake 

Landing at 259-6649, 

Hooks Marina at 249-

2347, Terzia Tackle at 

278-4498 or the Honey 

Hole Tackle Shop at 

323-8707.

LAKE POVERTY 

POINT – Fishing for cat-

fish has improved. One 

bass at 10.36 pounds was 

reported. Crappie are 

fair on the south end. For 

the latest reports, call 
Poverty Point Marina 
at 878-0101. For informa-
tion, call Surplus City 
Landing at 467-2259.

LAKE YUCATAN – 
The water level is falling 
and quite low. Some cat-
fish have been reported 
and a few bass have 
been caught. Crappie are 
slow. For information, 
call Surplus City Land-
ing at 467-2259.
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THE RUSTON DAILY LEADER WILL 

HOLD A LOCAL ELECTION MEET AND 

GREET AT THE LINCOLN PARISH 

LIBRARY EVENTS CENTER.

910 N. TRENTON ST.

Ruston, LA 71270

2023 Lincoln Parish Police Jury

COMMUNITY 

MEET & GREET

THE COMMUNITY WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO HEAR LINCOLN PARISH POLICE JURY 

CANDIDATES SPEAK AND ASK QUESTIONS.

THIS EVENT IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

Doors Open at 5:30 P.M.

Police Jury

Districts 9, 10 & 11

September 19

Member FDIC

For any questions, call Celeste Holley, Publisher, Nancy Bergeron, 

Managing Editor, or Caleb Daniel, News Editor at 318-255-4353.

Caution urged for hunters in deer stands

Courtesy photo

Deer stands can range from newly purchased 

ones to homemade ones like this photo.

By 

Glynn Harris

TECHCARE continued from page 1

Physicals and immunizations are 

also available at TechCare, as well as 

tests for COVID-19, strep, flu, mono-

nucleosis, and sexually transmitted 

diseases.

During the school year the clinic 

typically sees up to 20 patients a day, 

Primm said.

“I enjoy (the college) age group,” 

she said. “Typically, they’re away 

from home for the first time, away 

from mama and daddy and they need 

someone to help care for them. It’s just 

kind of  like being their mama when 

they’re sick.”

The concept for TechCare began 

in 2007 when the university expanded 

the Lambright Center to accommo-

date health services. Tech leases the 

approximately 18,000-square-foot 

clinic to the provider on an annual 

renewable contract basis.

University officials say partner-

ing with a health-care provider like 

NLMC benefits the university in 

multiple ways.

“We have the opportunity to leave 

campus health care to the experts,” 

Stacy Gilbert, Tech’s dean of  student 

services and academic support, said. 

“To have a medical liaison with a 

breadth of  knowledge and access to 

expanded services is of  great benefit 

to our campus community and also 

provides the university with consul-

tative services for campus health 

issues.”

And in Tech’s case, the arrange-

ment also allows the university to 

redirect money it would have spent 

staffing and maintaining the clinic 

on student mental health services. 

The lease payments also go toward 

mental health services.

University Vice President for 

Student Advancement Dickie Craw-

ford said the plan strengthens both 

physical and mental healthcare for 

students.

“With the medical professions, we 

are able to enhance our services to our 

students,” he said. “It’s a win-win.”

and their families and 

the education they’ve 

gotten throughout the 

Lincoln Parish School 

system,” Durrett said. 

“We’re real proud 

of  their accomplish-

ments and their family 

support through all 

of  that. All the teach-

ers who have taught 

them should share in 

some of  that success 

as well.”

Semifinalists sub-

mit a scholarship ap-

plication which in-

cludes academic re-

cord, participation in 

school and community 

service activities, dem-

onstrated leadership 

abilities, employment 

and honors and awards 

received. Finalists are 

chosen from those cri-

teria.

NATIONAL MERIT continued from page 1

If you have a news item or story idea, submit 

to Brian Trahan at editor@rustonleader.com

UTDOORSUTDOORSOO
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Connect Anywhere, 
Anytime.

CALL TODAY (844) 621-9931

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance

��������������������

���������������
�����


����������������������������
���������
��������
�	�������

��������������������������������
���������
���������
��	��
������������������������������
����
�������������������������������������������

By Brian Trahan
editor@rustonleader.com

Facing the Winnfield 

Tigers on the road look-

ing for their first win, 

the Cedar Creek Cou-

gars needed the breaks 

to go their way.

The first break went 

against them before the 

game started.

Senior starting quar-

terback Ladd Thompson 

sat out Friday night’s 

20-0 loss to the Tigers 

with an injury, forcing 

freshman Kade Lucker 

into the lineup to run 

the offense.

The actual game 

turned into a sloppy 

display of  football from 

both teams for one half  

before the bigger and 

deeper Tigers pulled 

away in the second half.

Give the Cougars (0-3) 

credit, however. They 

played Winnfield (1-2) 

to a stalemate for a half  

thanks to miscues near 

the end zone and a tena-

cious defensive effort.

By halftime, Win-

nfield piled up 150 yards 

of  offense, but couldn’t 

punch the ball into the 

end zone.

They had two chanc-

es to do so, but turned 

the ball over both times.

On their first posses-

sion, the Tigers seem-

ingly had a big play they 

needed to take the lead 

when Demascus Lewis 

hit Joshua Hayes for a 

35-yard pass hookup, 

but the ball was fumbled 

into the end zone. Cedar 

Creek recovered for the 

touchback.

The rest of  the half  

was a back-and-forth 

struggle for either team 

to get anything going 

offensively.

Photo by Darrell James

Cedar Creek freshman Kade Lucker was forced into action at quarterback 

Friday night in Winnfield with senior Ladd Thompson out with an injury. The 

Tigers upended Creek 20-0.

Until Lewis hooked 

up with Craig St. Cyr 

on a long pass play into 

the redzone, but Creek 

stripped St. Cyr on the 

play and the ball was re-

covered by the Cougars 

to end the threat.

Lucker did an admi-

rable job of  running the 

offense, considering the 

situation and lack of  

game experience. 

Winnfield came out 

in the second half  and 

seized control.

Creek recovered a 

fumble on the first play 

of  the third, giving the 

Cougars life inside Tiger 

territory.

A three and out gave 

the ball right back to 

Winnfield. This time, 

the Tigers didn’t waste 

the opportunity.

A 43-yard dart from 

Lewis to Jaylon Jackson 

moved the ball into the 

red zone and three plays 

later, Malachi Williams 

took it in from 8 yards 

out for the first points of  

the game and a 6-0 lead.

Three plays later, 

lightning struck when 

Lucker was picked off  

by Williams, who re-

turned the interception 

49 yards for a touchdown 

and a 14-0 lead after the 

two-point conversion.

The Cougars had 

trouble moving the 

football all night and 

had two straight drives 

stalled before Winnfield 

struck once again.

With the ball at the 

Cedar Creek 31, Jackson 

did the honors just into 

the fourth quarter to up 

the lead to 20-0.

For Creek, getting 

Thompson healthy 

again has to be priority 

No. 1, but if  he isn’t back 

in week four, Lucker 

will at least have a 

game under his belt in 

his freshman season at 

quarterback.

The Cougars will 

return home this week 

to host the Delhi Bears 

with hopes of  putting 

win No. 1 on the board. 

Delhi enters the game 

with a 1-2 record.

Winnfield capitalizes on Cedar 
Creek mistakes to pull away 20-0

Ruston does just enough for 28-17 victory
No. 6 Bearcats put Cabot, Arkansas away with big plays, stingy defense

Photo by Josh McDaniel

Dylone Brooks and the Ruston offense did just enough to team up with 

the defense to beat Cabot, Arkansas 28-17 Friday night on the road. It was 

Ruston’s seventh straight road win dating back to the 2021 playoffs.

By Matt Belinson
sports@rustonleader.com

 

Ruston has proved to 

be a second half  team 

through its first three 

games, but the late 

explosiveness reads all 

the same on the score-

board.

D e s p i t e  m i s s e d 

opportunities in the 

opening periods, the 

Bearcats’ second half  

was a welcomed sight 

in a 28-17 road win over 

Cabot on Friday, mov-

ing No. 6 Ruston to 2-1 

on the season.

After Cabot seemed 

to have grabbed the 

momentum by taking 

the opening kickoff  of  

the second half  into the 

redzone, and scoring 

a touchdown to make 

it 10-7 two plays later, 

the Bearcats needed a 

spark it was looking for 

if  they were to pull off  

another road win.

They got more than 

that, and it came from 

both sides of  the ball.

With Will Fendley 

connecting on a 39-yard 

field goal to make it 13-7, 

Ruston’s big-play abil-

ity was on full display, 

even in the shadow of  

its own end zone.

After a first down 

rush by Jordan Hayes 

went for two yards, Rus-

ton quarterback Josh 

Brantley loaded up and 

took a shot downfield 

to true freshman Ah-

mad Hudson in triple 

coverage.

Not only did Hudson 

come down with the 

catch, but he also did 

his best Odell Beckham 

Jr. impression in the 

process, extending out 

one hand and needing 

all of  his 6-5 frame to 

haul in the 38-yard pass 

for a jaw-dropping first 

down.

On the next play, 

tight end Zhy Scott 

was gone on his own 

impressive catch on a 

60-yard touchdown on 

a pass from Brantley. 

Scott also caught a two-

point conversion to put 

the Bearcats up 21-7 and 

cruise from there.

“Yeah, that’s pretty 

big out of  a 14-year-old 

freshman to be able to 

make a play like that,” 

Ruston head coach Jer-

rod Baugh said post-

game. “He needs to 

be able to make those 

plays. I think people see 

why he’s got a couple 

scholarship offers at 

his age. He’s got some 

things to work on but 

just that natural abil-

ity I think is good. I 

think with Zhy, we 

know he can catch the 

football too. I thought 

the coaches did a good 

job at halftime where 

they saw some things 

in their coverage where 

we would be able to take 

advantage of  and we 

made the plays.”

Hudson f inished 

with one catch for 38 

yards while Scott fin-

ished with three grabs 

for 99 yards and a score. 

Brantley went 10-of-18 

passing for a career-

high 182 yards and one 

touchdown.

Ruston faced famil-

iar first half  issues, 

scoring one touchdown 

on four trips inside the 

Cabot 28 yard line af-

ter increased pressure 

from the Panthers and 

negative yardage from 

Bearcat running backs.

Jordan Hayes got the 

scoring started with 

a two-yard score to go 

with a 35-yard field goal 

from Fendley in the 

second quarter as the 

Bearcats finally cashed 

in after a deflating open-

ing drive.

The first drive of  the 

night set up the story 

of  the first half, as the 

Bearcats started strong 

with a 31-yard toss to 

Hayes but the drive 

ended up nowhere as 

Ruston ended up turn-

ing the ball over on 

downs at the Cabot 25 

yard line.

Ruston punted its 

next two drives and fi-

nally got things rolling 

on the Hayes score.

Whether it was the 

second of  two straight 

long road trips that af-

fected the Cats, Baugh 

had a sense of  humor 

about it.

“It’s two long trips 

back-to-back, but I 

think our kids handled 

it well,” Baugh said, 

before taking a humor-

ous look at the schedule 

while on the K104 Score-

board Show post game. 

“I don’t know who made 

this schedule but we 

need to run him off.”

On Cabot’s next 

drive, Ronald Finley 

came flying in to force 

a fumble recovered by 

Nate Johnson with nine 

seconds left in the first 

quarter to set Ruston 

up inside the 21 that set 

up the Hayes 4th-down 

touchdown

Ruston recovered a 

failed kickoff  recovery 

by Cabot on the ensuing 

kickoff  to set up shop 

at the Panthers’ 15 but 

had another turnover 

on downs.

As the offense strug-

gled to find paydirt, 

Ruston’s defense was 

sharp as ever. In fact, 

Cabot didn’t pick up 

a first down until 3:55 

left in the first half  and 

62 yards of  offense at 

halftime.

Ruston added to 

its lead in the second 

half  thanks to Dylone 

Brooks’ hard running 

from four yards out to 

make it 28-7.

Cabot tried to make 

it interesting with a late 

touchdown with 2:30 

left, but Ruston ran out 

the clock on its follow-

ing series.

Hayes finished with 

25 carries for 177 yards 

and a touchdown while 

Brooks ended with eight 

carries for 27 yards and 

a score.

Now, the Bearcats 

return home and shift 

focus to a star-studded 

Lafayette Christian (3-

0) team.

“Lafayette Christian 

comes into town next 

week, but we have that 

one at home,” Baugh 

said. “They are a really 

good team and that’s 

why we need to get back 

to work and clean a lot 

of  things up. That’s why 

we play this schedule, 

so we can get better and 

work on the things we 

need to work on.”

Ruston (2-1) hosts 

Lafayette Christian 

Friday at Hoss Garrett 

Stadium with kickoff  at 

7 p.m. in what should be 

one of  the most highly-

anticipated matchups 

in the state in week four.

FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP) — New York Jets 

quarterback Aaron Rodgers says he’ll use doubters 

as motivation in his rehabilitation from Achilles 

tendon surgery and indicates he’ll play football 

again — perhaps even this season.

Rodgers tore his left Achilles tendon on the 

fourth snap of  his debut with his new team on Mon-

day night, a 22-16 overtime victory over Buffalo. 

The four-time NFL MVP had surgery Wednesday 

in Los Angeles. “I think what I’d like to say is, give 

me the doubts,” Rodgers said.

Rodgers voes to return from injury

PORTSPORTSSS
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By Jalon Grant
Special to the Leader 

GRAMBLING – The 
Lincoln Prep Panthers 
fought hard all night but 
came up short after a late 
fourth-quarter rally in a 
36-30 loss to the Arcadia 
Hornets Thursday night 
at Panther Stadium. 

Prep’s offensive air 
attack came to life in the 
fourth quarter, as Jor-
dan Brown connected 
with playmaker Cenario 
Wilson from 13 yards out 
for a score, cutting the 
deficit to 30-18 with 8:30 
remaining in the game.

The Panthers’ defense 
held the Hornets’ offense 
in check, resulting in a 
turnover on downs, in 
which the Panthers’ of-
fense took possession at 
the Arcadia 45-yard line.

Brown connected 
with Trey Spann on a 
40-yard pass, which set 
up the offense inside 
the five, and then the 
two connected again as 
the lead was trimmed 
to 30-24 with 3:04 left in 
the game. 

The Panthers then 
attempted an onside 
kick, which Arcadia 
recovered, and in just 
one play, Ian Fitzgerald 
ran through a massive 
hole up the middle by 
his offensive line from 
35 yards. The Hornets 
seemingly had a com-
fortable margin at 36-24 
with 1:51 left. 

On the Panthers’ final 
drive, Brown connected 
with Spann for a 28-yard 
pass, which moved the 
ball to Arcadia’s five 
yard line again. 

Brown’s 5-yard touch-
down pass to Spann cut 
the lead to 36-30, but the 
Panthers just ran out 
of  time with only two 
seconds remaining.

The Hornets recov-
ered the Panthers’ en-
suing onside attempt as 
time expired, and the 
Hornets escaped with 
the win.

The Panthers (1-2) 
will have to put this game 
behind them quickly as 
head coach Glen Hall 
knows he has to prepare 
his team for Jonesboro-
Hodge next week.

“Jonesboro-Hodge is 
just like this game to-
night, two teams close to 
each other as far as the 

Furious Prep rally falls short
Panthers trade blows with Arcadia in 36-30 thriller

Photo by Josh McDaniel

Lincoln Prep’s D’Tavion Wright (right) pulls away from an Arcadia defender 

for a touchdown run during Thursday night’s battle in Grambling. Arcadia 

outlasted the Panthers 36-30.

coaches, players, and all 
of  these guys know each 
other,” Hall said. “They 
will want to win in our 
new field when they play 
us, and we will try to 
derail them.”

With Arcadia defer-
ring to receive the ball 
until the second half, 
Lincoln Prep started 
the night on offense 
and wasted no time 
scoring in just five plays 
as Brown moved the 
offense downfield with 
three passes and then 
handed the ball off  to 
LaMarion Burton, who 
ran for 18 yards, and 
then fullback D’Tavion 
Wright took it from 
there, and ran in for a 
touchdown to cap the 
55-yard drive. The two-
point try was unsuc-
cessful as the Panthers 
led 6-0 at 8:47 in the first 
quarter. 

On the ensuing pos-
session, Arcadia fum-
bled the ball on the 
second play of  the drive, 
with the Panthers recov-
ering and setting up shop 
for the Prep offense. The 
one-two punch of  Brown 
and running back Jaylin 
Huntley took it from 
there. 

On a run up the middle 
by Huntley for five yards, 
things looked promising 
on second and five, but 
a false start pushed the 
Panthers back five yards, 

making it second and 10. 
No worries, though, as 
Brown threw a screen 
pass to Huntley on the 
left side, which resulted 
in a 25-yard run touch-
down with 6:46 remain-
ing in the quarter. 

Prep had it rolling 
with a 12-0 lead after the 
two-point conversion 
failed.

Arcadia muffed the 
ball on the ensuing kick-
off, with the Panthers 
recovering on the Hor-
nets’ 32-yard line, but a 
Huntley fumble on third 
down at the Arcadia 
23-yard line was costly. 
The Hornets recovered 
and moved the ball down 
the field with Fitzgerald 
scoring on a run for Ar-
cadia’s first points of  the 
night, making the score 
12-8 with 4:48 remaining 
in the opening stanza.

More importantly, 
it turned out to be a 
momentum-changing 
turnover.

Hall knew that the 
fumble was a turning 
point in the game. The 
Panthers were driving, 
looking to go up three 
scores early. 

“That fumble changed 
the whole momentum of  
the game,” Hall said. 
“If  we go ahead and 
punched that in, we 
would be up 20-0, and 
Arcadia would then have 
to pass, which is some-

thing that they can’t do 
as well. That knocked 
the wind out of  us for a 
quarter and a half, but 
the kids came back and 
played hard, and we still 
had our chances to win 
the game.”

Bad luck came again 
for the Panthers as a 
fumble recovery on the 
ensuing possession set 
up a rushing touchdown 
for Bratreviauntae Fer-
rell, along with a suc-
cessful two-point conver-
sion run by Fitzgerald, 
with the Hornets gaining 
a 16-12 lead with 1:54 left 
in the first. 

The Panthers went 
three and out on the next 
possession, which led 
to a punt that Arcadia’s 
Omareion Carr returned 
from 60 yards out as time 
expired in the quarter, 
pushing the lead to 24-12 
with a successful two-
point try. 

In the second quar-
ter, the Panther defense 
held its own for most of  
the time, but with 1:31 
remaining in the half, 
Fitzgerald ran in for a 
touchdown, giving Ar-
cadia a 30-12 lead going 
into halftime. 

Arcadia received the 
ball to start the second 
half, and both defenses 
traded blows at each 
other, as no offense could 
score in the third quar-
ter. That set up the thrill-
ing ending.

The Panthers will 
square off  with J-Hodge 
Thursday, with kickoff  
at 7 p.m. at Panther 
Stadium.

Grambling State Sports

 
The Grambling State University women’s 

soccer team faced off  against the University of  
Louisiana at Monroe on Thursday night at the 
GSU Soccer Complex, falling 1-0. In a hard-fought 
matchup between Grambling State (2-4-3) and 
ULM (5-1-2) Grambling may have fallen short 
on the scoreboard, but the defense showcased its 
prowess. The game began with an early penalty 
kick awarded to ULM, putting Grambling at a 
disadvantage from the outset. However, Gram-
bling’s defensive unit demonstrated remarkable 
strength and cohesion, allowing no other goals 
throughout the game.

An early foul inside the 18-yard penalty box 
awarded ULM a penalty kick within the first 
minute of  the match. The Warhawks got on the 
board after a successful PK by Inge Konst, giving 
the Warhawks a 1-0 lead.

Both teams locked down defensively allowing 
less than 10 shots apiece. GSU had a late offsides 
goal called back and had a set-piece clang off  
the crossbar on its best two chances to level the 
match. Grambling State attempted five shots, 
putting two shots on frame, while ULM took nine 
shots and placed five on the goal. ULM held a 
5-3 advantage on corner kicks. GSU goalkeeper 
Covey-Taylor played all 90 minutes in goal for 
the Tigers, making three saves.

Grambling State travels to Houston, Texas, 
for its conference opener at Texas Southern on 
Friday. First kick is scheduled for 6:30 p.m.

COLLEGIATE SOCCER

Penalty kick costs 
GSU in loss to ULM

Louisiana Tech Sports

 
The Louisiana Tech soccer team had a one-

goal advantage at halftime, but Little Rock tallied 
two goals early in the second half  to come away 
with the 2-1 decision on Thursday night in front 
of  153 fans at Robert Mack Caruthers Field. 

Tech (3-5-1) controlled much of  the posses-
sion in the match while holding also a 15-9 shot 
advantage and a 7-3 corner kick edge, but Little 
Rock (3-1-4) was the recipient of  an own goal that 
ended up being the game winner for the Trojans. 

The shots were limited on both sides through 
much of  the first half, but the Bulldogs earned 
their first penalty kick of  the season in the 38th 
minute when Kalli Matlock was taken down in 
the box. 

Josie Studer, making her return to the pitch 
after missing two matches, had her PK shot 
saved, but Tomoyo Kuroyanagi took care of  the 
deflection by firing a shot inside the far post. 

Little Rock would equalize though in the 
53rd minute when a cross into the box was not 
cleared and Karina De Paoli drove the ball into 
the back of  the net to tie things up. About five 
minutes later, the Bulldogs tried to clear the 
ball out of  the 6-yard box, but the ball went off  
a fellow teammate and went backwards to give 
the Trojans a 2-1 lead. 

Tech had four shots on goal for the remainder 
of  fulltime and had two late free kicks in the final 
minute, but were not able to equalize themselves. 

“It is the same story, different day,” Tech head 
coach Steve Voltz said. “We play well, we create 
chances, but we do not reward ourselves. There 
is no other way to say it. On top of  it, we punish 
ourselves with an own goal. It was two bad mis-
takes defensively that led to their goals. Here we 
are losing a game that we dominated possession 
and shot total.”

Tech opens Conference USA play on Sunday 
at New Mexico State. Kickoff  is set for 2 p.m. and 
will be streamed live on ESPN+.

Bulldogs suffer first 
home loss to Little Rock

By Matt Belinson
sports@rustonleader.com

 
Ruston volleyball 

took care of  every op-
ponent on the docket 
this week in sweeping 
fashion, capped off  with 
a straight-sets victory 
(25-8, 25-10, 25-12) over 
Loyola Prep on Thurs-
day.

The Bearcats began 
their week with sweeps 
over West Ouachita and 
West Monroe before 
going on the road and 
knocking off  Loyola in 
quick work.

Ruston is now 11-3 
overall and 1-0 in district 
play entering its next 
week of  competition.

Jade Smith led Ruston 
with 10 kills and two 
blocks, while Harper 
Cauley finished with 
eight kills, two blocks, 
five digs, and seven 
aces. Hannah Rollins 
put up seven kills and 
two blocks. Cala Wilson 
added five kills and three 

Bearcats close strong 
week with sweep of Loyola

aces.
To set up the balanced 

attack for the Bearcats, 
freshman Baylor Cauley 
and sophomore Kyndall 
Fobbs finished with 20 
and nine assists respec-
tively.

Ruston head coach 
Amanda Cauley was 
pleased with her team’s 
effort and execution 
in the win over Loyola 
and the positive week 
at large.

“We executed every 
aspect of  our game very 
well,” Cauley said. “We 
had a balanced offense 
using multiple attackers, 
and our defense picked 
up almost everything 
they sent back across the 
net. Great effort on the 
floor with great support 
from the bench.”

Ruston will travel for 
an out-of-state matchup 
to El Dorado, Arkansas, 
on Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Photo by Darrell James

Ruston volleyball closed its week with three 

strong wins, including a sweep over Loyola.

PORTSPORTSSS
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The Born Loser

Big Nate

Cul De Sac

Frank n Ernest

Grizzwells

Crossword Puzzle
TODAY’S ANSWERS

Peanuts

Garfield

MONDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2023

Take your time, plan your 

actions and get things done. 

Be true to yourself  and make 

happiness and peace of  mind 

your priorities. You'll set a 

positive example and feel 

good about yourself  and what 

you can accomplish if  you 

keep things simple. Perfec-

tion may be your aim, but 

flaws can make a statement. 

Don't be too hard on yourself; 

go with the flow.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 

22) -- Set a goal and follow 

through. Invite change and 

opportunity, and new begin-

nings will help you flourish. 

Follow your dreams and mix 

and mingle with exuberant, 

passionate people. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) 

-- Put your energy where it 

counts, and refuse to let any-

one talk you into excessive 

spending. Improve what you 

have to offer. Stay current, 

and you'll outsmart any com-

petition you encounter. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 

22) -- Your concern and 

emotional investment will 

spur you to get things run-

ning smoothly. Your effort 

will change how others think 

and react, pushing you to 

continue your mission. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 

23-Dec. 22) -- Ask reliable 

people to assist you, and dis-

card anyone who offers false 

information or uses chaos as 

a calling card. Aim to stabilize 

whatever situation you face. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-

Jan. 19) -- A steady pace is 

your best option. Don't share 

personal or financial infor-

mation. Make a stabilizing 

domestic change, and you'll 

feel less agitated by what 

others do or say. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 

19) -- Get the facts before you 

react to something. An emo-

tional situation will explode 

if  you are too quick to judge. 

You will gain insight by being 

kind and generous, not by 

being hostile. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 

20) -- Don't limit your impact 

because you are afraid to 

say what's on your mind. A 

direct approach will bring 

about positive change if  you 

are friendly and offer sug-

gestions. 

ARIES (March 21-April 

19) -- Gravitate toward some-

one you feel akin to, and work 

on your long-term plans. 

Nurture partnerships, adjust 

what's necessary to enforce 

closer ties and focus on unity. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 

20) -- Don't stop when you 

should keep working. Giving 

in to temptation will lead to 

regret. Refuse to let an emo-

tional matter cost you. Stay 

focused on what matters most 

to you. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 

20) -- Trust your instincts 

over what someone tries to 

lead you to believe. Focus on 

home, family and what makes 

you happy and healthy. Keep 

the peace by doing your fair 

share and being willing to 

compromise. 

CANCER (June 21-July 

22) -- Simplify your life. 

Refuse to let money, joint 

ventures and unwise deci-

sions leave you struggling. 

Embrace positive alterna-

tives and seek out dynamic 

people. Conversations will 

prove fruitful. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 

-- Set boundaries and a bud-

get before you invest time 

or money in something or 

someone. Figure out what 

you want and expect from 

others before you agree to 

anyone's demands. Protect 

your position. 
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Let us help you buy and sell your stuff.

Find it.

Buy it.

Advertise it.

Sell it.

PUBLIC NOTICES
PublicNoticeAds.com

Celebrity Cipher

Sudoku

TODAY’S ANSWERS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
MEETING 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the Mayor 
and Council of the City 
of Grambling, State of 
Louisiana, plan to con-
sider the adoption of the 
following ordinances:
The Public Hearing will 
be held Thursday, Octo-
ber 5, 2023, at 5:45 p.m. 
at Grambling City Hall & 
Community Center, 127 
King Street, Grambling, 
Louisiana:
O R D I N A N C E  N O . 
01005023-1
AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF GRAM-
BLING
TO ANNEX PROPER-
TY INTO THE COR-
PORATE LIMITS OF 
GRAMBLING
A tr. of land contg. 1.922 
ac. sit. in Sec. 18-18-3, 
in the Nec of W/2 of SW 
of  NE. (1082-157)  Sec. 
18-18-3:  Comm. at the 
Nec of W/2 of SW of NE, 
Sec. 18, and run  th. S. 
00 deg. 13’ 07 E. along 
said 20 line 490.04’ and 
to a rr spike at the inters. 
of said 20 line with the 
c/l of Garr Rd., (formerly 
L/P Rd. #136), for st. pt. 
From st. pt. cont. S. 00 
deg. 13’ 07 E. along the 
20 line 400’ and to a 1/2 
iron rebar, th. leaving 
said 20 line, run W. 200’ 
and to a 1/2 iron rebar, 
th. run N. 350.44’ and to 
a 1/2 iron rebar, th. N. 22 
deg. 56’ 21 E. 109.74’ 
and to a rr spike set in 
the c/l  of said Garr Rd., 
th. run S. 71 deg. 41’ 
53 E. along said c/l 164’ 
and back to pob, contg. 
1.922 ac. (1082-157)  
729 Garr Road
was introduced by Coun-
cil member Delores W. 
Smith and seconded by 
Council member John 
Brown, Jr. on Septem-
ber 7, 2023.  A Public 
Hearing will be held on 
the Ordinance and the 
Ordinance will be con-
sidered for adoption at 
the meeting of the Mayor 
and the Council held at 
6:00 p.m., on October 
5, 2023, Council Cham-
bers/ Courtroom, City 
Hall, 127 King Street, 
Grambling, Louisiana.
Accommodations will be 
made for the hearing im-
paired and non-English 
speaking individuals 
provided that notice is 
received by the City 
no later than noon on 
Wednesday, October 
4, 2023.  Requests for 
accommodations should 
be made to Mayor Alvin 
Bradley. (318)247-6120.                                                                      
Pamela Stringfellow, 
LMMC 
PUBLISH THREE (3) 
TIMES 
September 13, 2023
September 17, 2023
October 1, 2023
Published in the Ruston 
Daily Leader, Ruston, 
LA, on Sept. 13,17  and 
Oct. 01, 2023

Curator Legal Notice
The following individuals 
have been named in a 
lawsuit in City of Rus-
ton, Louisiana vs Un-
opened Succession of 
Unopened Succession 
of Otis Minniefield and 
Unopened Succession 
of Selma Brewster Min-
niefield.; Suit #63274, 
to-wit:
Otis Minniefield
Selma Brewster Min-
niefield;
Anyone having informa-
tion about the where-
abouts of these named 
parties or potential heirs/
relatives please contact 
Michael Smith, Attorney 
at Law, via Telephone 
(318) 775-0577 or email 
OfficeWide@SmithLaw.
net.Published in the 
Ruston Daily Leader, 
Ruston, LA, on Sept.13, 
15, 17 , 2023

Curator Legal Notice
The following individu-
als have been named 
in a lawsuit in Lincoln 
Parish styled City of 
Ruston, Louisiana vs 
Unopened succession 
of Nora Jenkins; Suit 
#63278, to-wit:
Nora Jenkins;
Anyone having informa-
tion about the where-
abouts of these named 
parties or potential heirs/
relatives please contact 
Michael Smith, Attorney 
at Law, via Telephone 
(318) 775-0577 or email 
OfficeWide@SmithLaw.
net.
Published in the Ruston 
Daily Leader, Ruston, 
LA, on Sept.13, 15, 17 
, 2023

LEGAL ADVERTISE-
MENT
Reeves Memorial Medi-
cal Center
Replacement Hospital
Bernice, LA
Proposals will be re-
ceived from Trade 
Contractors and Mate-
rial Suppliers on all Bid 
Packages for the Re-
placement Hospital for 
Reeves Memorial Medi-

cal Center in Bernice, 
LA. Proposals will be 
received until 2:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, October 5, 
2023. All bid proposals 
must be submitted on 
the Bid Forms provided 
in the project manual or 
addenda. Bid proposals 
may be e-mailed to Sgi-
rod@idealconst.com or 
may be submitted online 
via Procore. Bids will be 
privately opened. Bids 
received after the above 
stated time will not be 
accepted.
Construction Docu-
ments will be available 
Monday, September 
11, 2023, and may be 
obtained in digital format 
at no charge from Ideal 
Construction.  Bid Pack-
ages will be available for 
the following scopes:
1.Building Demolition
2.Mass Earthwork, 
Storm Drainage & Ero-
sion Control
3.Site Utilities
4.Asphalt Paving
5.Traffic Markings
6.Fencing
7.Cast-In-Place Con-
crete
8.Masonry
9.Structural Steel (Sup-
ply)
10.Structural Steel Erec-
tion & PEMB Erection
11.Architectural Wood-
work
12.EIFS
13.Membrane Roofing
14.Waterproofing & 
Caulking 
15.Doors, Frames & 
Hardware (Furnish 
Only)
16.Install Doors, Frames 
& Hardware (Install 
Only)
17.Overhead Doors, 
Coiling Doors, Security 
Grilles
18.Aluminum Entranc-
es, Storefronts, Win-
dows, Glass & Glazing, 
Sunscreens 
19.Drywall & Acoustical 
Systems
20.Floor Coverings 
21.Floor Coating (Resin-
ous Flooring)
22.Tape, Float, Prime 
& Paint
23.Interior & Exterior 
Signage (Furnish & 
Install)
24.Wall Protection, Toi-
let Accessories & Misc 
Specialties (Furnish 
Only)
25.Wall Protection, Toi-
let Accessories & Misc 
Specialties (Install Only)
26.Lockers (Furnish & 
Install)
27.Aluminum Walkway 
Covers (Furnish & In-
stall)
28.Install Owner Fur-
nished Equipment (In-
stall Only)
29.Window Treatments
30.Furnish PEMB Sys-
tem
31.Furnish PEMB Insu-
lation System
32.Fire Sprinkler Sys-
tems
33.Mechanical (Plumb-
ing & HVAC)
34.Electrical & Low Volt-
age Systems 
35.General Trade
A 5% Bid Bond or Ca-
shier’s Check is required 
for all bids in excess of 
$100,000.
All Trade Contractors 
must submit an Ideal 
Construction Prequalifi-
cation Statement at the 
following link: https://
idealconst.com/trade-
contractors/. 
All bidders shall conform 
to the requirements of 
the Louisiana licensing 
laws and regulations for 
contractors and shall be 
licensed before a bid is 
submitted. Ideal encour-
ages the participation 
of small, minority, and 
women business en-
terprises. 
The Owner and Con-
struction Manager both 
reserve the right to reject 
any or all bids, and to 
waive any formalities. 
To obtain bid docu-
ments or submit ques-
tions, please contact 
Severen Girod via email 
at Sgirod@idealconst.
comPublished in the 
Ruston Daily Leader, 
Ruston, LA, on Sept.13, 
20 & 27 , 2023

NOTICE OF INTRO-
DUCTION OF ORDI-
NANCE
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the following 
entitled ordinance was 
introduced at a regular 
meeting of the Mayor 
and Board of Alderman 
of the City of Ruston, 
State of Louisiana, act-
ing as the governing 
authority (the “Govern-
ing Authority”) of the 
City of Ruston, State of 
Louisiana (the “City”), 
held on Monday, Sep-
tember 11, 2023, and 
laid over for publication 
of notice:
ORDINANCE AMEND-
ING VARIOUS SEC-
TIONS
OF THE ZONING CODE 
OF THE CITY OF 
RUSTON, LOUISIANA 
(CASE 1579)
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
FURTHER GIVEN that 
the Governing Authority 
will hold a regular meet-
ing on Monday, October 
2, 2023, at five thirty 
o’clock (5:30) p.m., at 
the Council Chambers/
Courtroom, City Hall, 

401 North Trenton, Rus-
ton, Louisiana at which 
time there will be a public 
hearing prior to consid-
eration of the adoption of 
the aforesaid ordinance.
Accommodations will be 
made for the hearing im-
paired and non-English 
speaking individuals 
provided that notice is 
received by the City 
no later than noon on 
Wednesday, September 
27, 2023.  Requests 
for accommodations 
should be made to 
Renee Smith, Ruston, 
Louisiana (251-8652).  
s/ Julie Keen 
City Clerk
Published in the Ruston 
Daily Leader, Ruston, 
LA, on Sept.17, 20, 24 
, 2023

JOB OPENING
Lincoln Total Commu-
nity Action, Inc. will be 
accepting applications 
for the position of Food 
Service Manager until 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 
29, 2023 - 3:00 PM. 
This position requires 
a BS Degree in Dietet-
ics or related field, and 
must clear a background 
check.  A resume’ must 
be submitted with appli-
cation. Benefits include 
- Health, Dental, and Life 
Insurance, 403b Retire-
ment, and holidays are 
the same as the  lo-
cal school system. For 
additional information 
contact - Pamela Har-
ris - 255.2319  or Clotill 
Smith at - 255.5401.. 
THE AGENCY IS AN 
EQUAL OPPORTU-
NITY EMPLOYER
 Published in the Ruston 
Daily Leader, Ruston, 
LA, on Sept. , 
15, 17, 20 & 22 & 
24,2023

I, SOMMER ANN HAT-
TAWAY,  have been 
convicted of 14.44.2 AG-
GRAVATED KIDNAP-
PING OF A CHILD on 
JULY 12TH, 2016 . My 
address is:769 CAMP-
BELL ROAD, CHOU-
DRANT LA, 71227.
Race:WHITE
Sex:   FEMALE
Date of Birth: JAN. 
15TH, 1992
Height: 5’10
Weight: 140 LBS
Hair Color: BROWN
Eye Color: BLUE
Published in the Ruston 
Daily Leader, Ruston, 
LA, on SEPT. 15TH & 
17TH, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
ADVERTISEMENT
INVITATION FOR BIDS
Sealed bids for printing 
and binding of cur-
riculum and resources 
will be accepted by the 
Lincoln Parish School 
Board Office until 10:00 
AM CST on Thursday, 

October 5, 2023, at 
its office at 410 South 
Farmerville Street, Rus-
ton, LA, at which time 
all bids received will 
be publicly opened and 
read aloud.
To obtain specifications 
and response forms, 
please contact Dr. Sheila 
Nugent, Federal Pro-
grams Facilitator, via 
mail to Lincoln Par-
ish School Board, 410 
South Farmerville St., 
Ruston, LA 71270, email 
to snugent@lincoln-
schools.org, or fax to 
(318) 255-1433.  Speci-
fications and forms are 
also available online 
at www.centralbidding.
com. Fees may be as-
sociated with the use of 
this site. 
Bids may be submitted 
electronically at www.
centralbidding.com or 
be hand-delivered or 
sent by certified mail in a 
sealed envelope clearly 
marked “No. ESF24-001 
Printing & Binding for 
Lincoln Parish School 
Board” to:
Lincoln Parish School 
Board
Attn: Dr. Sheila Nugent, 
Federal Programs Fa-
cilitator
410 South Farmerville 
Street
Ruston, LA 71270
The sole responsibility 
for proper delivery of a 
bid is that of the propos-
ing Vendor. Bids that 
are not properly sealed 
or received after the 
date and hour specified 
in this notice will be 
rejected. Lincoln Parish 
School Board reserves 
the right to reject any or 
all bids or terminate the 
purchase at any time for 
cause and convenience 
if in the best interest of 
the school board and to 
waive any informalities 
in accordance with R.S. 
38:2211, et seq.
The purchase of printed 
and bound materials will 
be made with ESSER 
federal funds and local 
funds. All Vendors must 
comply with the following 
federal, state, and lo-
cal laws, requirements, 
and procedures: Please 
reference the following 
website that lists provi-
sions that could apply to 
this purchase of printed 
and bound materials:
https://www.ecfr.gov/
current/title-2/subtitle-
A/chapter-II/part-200/
appendix-Appendix
/s/ Mr. Ricky Durrett, 
Superintendent
L INCOLN PARISH 
SCHOOL BOARD
The Lincoln Parish 
School Board is an equal 
opportunity provider. 
All qualified applicants 
will receive consider-
ation without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, 
sexual orientation, gen-
der identity, or national 
origin. Small, minority 
businesses, women’s 
business enterprises, 
and labor surplus area 
vendors are encouraged 
to apply.Published in the 
Ruston Daily Leader, 
Ruston, LA, on Sept.15 
&17 , 2023

LINCOLN PARISH 
SCHOOL BOARD
JOB ADVERTISEMENT

The Lincoln Parish 
School System is seek-
ing a person to fill the 
following position:
CHILD NUTRITION 
PROGRAM SUPERVI-
SOR
Qualifications: Pursuant 
to BESE Bulletin 746, 
Chapter 7, Subchap-
ter A, Section 703 for 
Child Nutrition Program 
Supervisor certificates 
issued July 1, 2020 
and beyond, minimum 
eligibility requirements 
in LEAs with a student 
enrollment of 2,500 - 
9,999:
1.At least 8 hours of 
food safety training is 
required either not more 
than five years prior to 
the date of employment 
or completed within 30 
calendar days of the 
date of employment; 
AND
2.a bachelor’s degree, 
or equivalent education-
al experience, with an 
academic major or con-
centration in food and 
nutrition, food service 
management, dietetics, 
family and consumer 
sciences, nutrition edu-
cation, culinary arts, 
business, or a related 
field; OR
3.a bachelor’s degree, 
or equivalent educa-
tional experience, with 
any academic major or 
area of concentration, 
and a state-recognized 
certificate for school 
nutrition directors; OR
4.a bachelor’s degree 
in any academic major 
and at least two years 
of relevant school nutri-
tion program experi-
ence; OR
5.an associate’s degree, 
or equivalent education-
al experience, with an 
academic major or con-
centration in food and 
nutrition, food service 
management, dietetics, 
family and consumer 
sciences, nutrition edu-
cation, culinary arts, 
business, or a related 
field, and at least two 
years of relevant school 
nutrition program experi-
ence.
Compensation 
Certified 12-Month Sal-
ary Schedule (Tables 
90-94)
Application Period 
Friday, September 15, 
2023 - Thursday, Octo-
ber 5, 2023 at noon
Where to Apply 
Mr. Ricky Durrett, Su-
perintendent
Lincoln Parish School 
Board
410 South Farmerville 
Street
Ruston, LA 71270
(318) 255-1430 Ext. 216 
How to Apply 
An application may 
be obtained from the 
Lincoln Parish School 
Board office, 410 South 
Farmerville Street, Rus-
ton, LA 71270, or by 
calling Mary Smith at 
(318) 255-1430, Ext. 216
Interviews Applicants 
will be scheduled for 
interviews after October 
13, 2023.
Distribution A l l  L i n -
coln Parish Schools             
School District’s Web-
site Local News 
Media: September 17, 
September 27, October 
1
The Lincoln Parish 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

ROOFING

STORAGE

Store your stuff at

Conveniently located near Tech Campus

Serving Ruston over 30 years!

821 W. California • (318) 255-8750

TREES

255-7016 • Ruston, LA

ceAsAR 
tRee seRvice

Licensed (bonded), insured,
over 20 years experience

All type of tree Work-call For Free 
estimates

ceasar Mcconnell Jr., Owner
cell: 278-4848

TERRY’S OUTLAW TREE SERVICE
Licensed, Insured, Workman’s 

Comp, & 24 Hour Service

#AR1259
Any Tree Removed,Stormwork,

Clean-up, & Haul

Serving Ruston, Farmerville,
& Surrounding Areas

Call Terry at 348-1501

CAREGIVING SERVICE

Lincoln Council 
On Aging

1000 Saratoga St. • Ruston, LA 71270

318-255-5070

SENIOR SERVICES

STUMP REMOVAL

FOR FREE ESTIMATES CALL

James Stewart

318-243-1009 318-768-2554

Tender Touch Svc. LLC
121 Sims St., Simsboro, LA 71275

tendertouchservicesllc.com

LaTonya C. Jackson
Owner/Manager   Insured/Bonded

318-737-6764

Michelle Hunter
Assistant Manager

318-436-9878

Elderly Care,

Meal Prep, Run Errands, 

Light Housekeeping, 

Companionship,

Honest & Dependable

Chris Love

Lakeen (BUCK) Tatum

P. O. Box 383, Quitman, LA 71268

Give us a call for all your roofing problems

Residential Services, LLC

Roofing,  Remodeling, 
Handyman

Licensed & Insured

WALDEN

318-751-2037

CARPET SERVICES

DEEPSTEAM

CARPET CLEANING
Premier Carpet & Rug Care  •  Since 1966

Jack Holder  •  318.255.2364

616 S. Vienna St.  •  Ruston, LA

• Carpet, Rug & Upholstery Cleaning

• Residential & Commercial

• Water Damage Restoration

• Odor & Midew Control

• Carpet Cleaning Equipment Rental

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Dependable
Reliable
Insured

Business & Services
To advertise in our Business and Services Directory call 318-255-4353

DIRECTORY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TERRY’S PAINTING & 
RENTAL REPAIRS

318-243-6949 
318-237-2712

Call or Text Today
for Our Competitive 
Pricing. 

-Repairs Handled With Care- 

School System does not 
discriminate on the basis 
of age, race, creed, 
color, sex, religion, na-
tional origin, or disability 
in employment or the 
provision of services.
Published in the Ruston 
Daily Leader, Ruston, 
LA, on Sept17, 27 & Oct. 
01 , 2023

INSTRUCTION, 

SCHOOLS

038

BUSINESS OP-

PORTUNITIES

072

RUSTON LEADER
CLASSIFIED
Immediate Opening
Full t ime Assistant
Bookkeeper Position
8am-4:30 pm- M-F
To apply online go to
communitybridges-
south.com complete
application and email
to communitybridges-
south@gmail.com
Published in the Rus-
ton Daily Leader, Rus-
t o n ,  L A ,  o n
Sept.13,22,& 27 , 2023

HELP 

WANTED

030

SLEEP INN &
Suites is now ac-
cepting applications
for Housekeepers
and Front-Desk. Of-
fering TOP PAY.
Apply in person.
Ask for Michael.
106 S Service Rd.
E, Ruston.

Top pay offered
Now accepting Ap-
plication for PT/FT.
Apply in person..
Ask for Monica at
U-Pak-It, Tech Dr.
at 1006 Tech Drive,
Ruston

SPANISH TUTOR,
flexible hrs., $10 hr.
243-9048

UNFURNISHED 

HOUSES

090

MOBILE 

HOMES/RENT

112

610 N Farmerville St.
Duplex K. 2 Bedrooms
1 Bath. Deposit $550.
Monthly rent $550. Call
318-497-3584.

MOBILE HOME for
Rent 3 bedroom, 2
bath; No Pets; W/D
hookups. $800 de-
posit/ $800 month
318-254-8470

MOBILE HOME $700
dep. $700 monthly;
3bd/2bath, wash/dryer
hook up, Hwy 80, near
GSU & Tech campus.
CALL 318.478.0002

Mobile Home for Rent
3bedroom/ 2bath
$800 deposit/ $800
month
No Pets
Shepherd Creek Mo-
bile Home Community
318-254-8470

MOBILE 

HOMES/SALE

116

AUTOS FOR 

SALE

136

Mobile Home for
free.  Needs work.
Ca l l  Sk ip  a t
318-548-5050

2008 White Ford Expe-
dition; Tan Trim, Tan
Leather Interior. New
Tires, seats 8 VERY
CLEAN; 140,000 miles
odo. $14,500 Call Skip
at 318-548-5050

!"#
$

Dogs, Cats, Fish,
Birds, and more ...

Search locally
for your new

best friend and
fall in love

with the pets
in the classifieds!

You can download the PDF version of 
our crossword puzzle, Sudoku 
& Celebrity Cipher to your desktop 
& print on letter size paper!

ENJOY & 

GOOD LUCK, 
your Ruston Daily Leader family

* SEE PAGE TOWARDS BACK OF PAPER *

FUN & GAMES

www.idealconst.com/trade
www.rustonleader.com
www.publicnoticeads.com
www.schools.org
www.centralbidding.com
https://www.ecfr.gov
www.tendertouchservicesllc.com
www.south.com
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You’ll have to forgive 

Desi Bourgeois if  he’s 

feeling like a bit of  an 

imposter. The driving 

force behind Ruston’s 

Heard Freighthouse 

Food Park currently 

finds himself  in an 

unexpected situation 

after being named one 

of  six “Chefs to Watch” 

by Louisiana Cooking 

magazine.

“Look, Louisiana 

is a food place,” Bour-

geois said. “So the 

imposter syndrome 

is real. Do we really 

belong here yet? There 

are really mixed feel-

ings about this because 

I’m not doing what the 

others in this maga-

zine are doing. But I 

know we’ve worked 

hard and tried harder 

than most. So maybe 

it’s warranted in how 

we’ve changed the way 

people look at running 

out to lunch or just 

thinking about their 

food.”

It all started when 

Experience Ruston, the 

local Convention and 

Visitors Bureau, did a 

series of  promotional 

articles focused on 

north Louisiana. As 

the initial shoot took 

place at Heard Freight-

house Food Park, the 

editor and Bourgeois 

engaged in a conver-

sation about the “big 

picture” of  what they 

were doing beyond 

the original three food 

trucks — Grown & 

Grazed, Staple Sand-

wich Co., and Bad Wolf  

BBQ. A relationship 

began, and the feature 

in the magazine fol-

lowed. It’s something 

he sees as a stepping 

stone.

“We’re still really 

low-key,” Bourgeois 

continued. “Maybe it’s 

some of  that impos-

ter syndrome. But we 

know what we’re ca-

pable of  doing. Most of  

our menus are catered 

events, but day-to-day, 

we just do what we 

do at the truck while 

utilizing local produce. 

But we know where 

we’re headed, and this 

just gives us one more 

way to get the message 

out, tell people what’s 

to come and market 

Ruston as a destination 

food spot.”

Then there’s a 

destination related to 

the Louisiana Cooking 

feature. As a Chef  to 

Watch, Bourgeois will 

work together with 

the other five chefs 

and create a six-course 

meal to be served at 

STORY & PHOTOS BY CATHI COX-BONIOL

the Southern Hotel in 

Covington. There, on 

Oct. 12 and just across 

Lake Pontchartrain 

from New Orleans, 

Bourgeois will be 

recognized for his 

talent and innovation 

while serving up a dish 

reflective of  both his 

south and north Loui-

siana influences.

“We’re making a 

chicken con fit,” he 

explained. “It’s re-

lated to the traditional 

‘Sunday roast chicken’ 

dish people are famil-

iar with in the north 

while utilizing south 

Louisiana staples like 

dirty rice. It’s a simple 

dish, but we believe 

sometimes simple is all 

you need.”

While simple, the 

dish will certainly fol-

low Bourgeois’ com-

mitment to using local 

ingredients. It features 

Baker Farms Popcorn 

Rice out of  Gueydan 

in southwest Louisi-

ana Cajun country, 

chicken from Mahaffey 

Farms in Haughton, 

and finally, he will pull 

a lot from the Ruston 

Farmers Market. 

Following a clas-

sic cooking technique 

used for duck, chicken 

quarters will be salted 

and brined days ahead 

of  being cooked in a 

combination of  their 

fat and olive oil with 

whole heads of  gar-

lic and onion added. 

After braising and 

poaching the chicken 

until it falls off  the 

bone, in order to have 

a 100% utilization of  

the meat, the skin will 

be removed and flash 

fried to make a form 

of  cracklin to sprinkle 

on top. The delectable 

dish is certain to grab 

attention.

“Hey, it’s amazing 

exposure,” Bourgeois 

said. “It puts us on the 

map, says people are 

watching us. People 

that follow the maga-

zine and related social 

media tend to be food 

people who are like 

‘oh, next time we’re 

going that way we’re 

going to stop there.’ 

We will likely get a 

little bump. We know 

they will come yet they 

won’t get what they 

see in the magazine. 

But what they will get 

is elevated-level food 

every time.”

Amanda Carrier, 

President and CEO of  

Experience Ruston, 

notes that while Rus-

ton and Lincoln Parish 

is a small destination, 

the area is setting a 

standard for quality 

and experience within 

its culinary scene. In 

her opinion, Bourgeois 

is really leading the 

way with his initiatives 

at Heard Freighthouse 

Food Park. 

“The focus on qual-

ity of  food, utilizing 

ingredients grown or 

produced right here, 

emphasis on sustain-

ability, and creating 

a better way to con-

nect the community 

through food is getting 

some well-deserved 

attention,” Carrier 

added. “Food brings 

people together — that 

goes for locals and the 

visitors we welcome. And 

what’s incredible is its last-

ing benefits on our commu-

nity.”

Amy Stegall, Main Street 

Director and Community 

Coordinator for the City 

of  Ruston, couldn’t agree 

more. In fact, she says 

while Bourgeois stands as 

a culinary powerhouse 

in our region, his 

impact and 

influence go 

well be-

yond his 

culinary 

talents.

“Desi 

is the 

embodi-

ment of  

community 

spirit,” Stegall 

said. “Whether 

it’s his dedica-

tion to supporting 

local farmers or 

his innovative 

vision behind 

the beloved food 

Desi Bourgeois of Heard Freighthouse Food Park holds 

the Sept/Oct 2023 issue of Louisiana Cooking magazine 

park, he consistently 

seizes every opportu-

nity to foster a sense 

of  community. The 

influence of  Desi’s vi-

sion on Downtown is 

beyond quantification. 

At the core of  Main 

Street’s endeavors lie 

place-making and pres-

ervation, and Desi has 

brilliantly transformed 

a historical landmark 

into a vibrant hub for 

communal gatherings 

and culinary delight.”

At the end of  the 

day, magazine articles 

and imposter syndrome 

aside, Bourgeois knows 

who he is and where 

he’s going. Whether 

making scratch-made 

biscuits with real but-

termilk or sweet potato 

hash that is outside-

the-box different from 

anything else, his 

commitment remains 

with real ingredients, 

exceptional food and 

an unwavering sense of  

community.

“I’m not doing what 

the others in this 

magazine are doing,” 

Bourgeois said. “They 

are going over the top, 

above and beyond in 

doing cutting-edge 

things. Or they are 

taking classics and 

putting a real twist 

on them. We’re doing 

the same thing but are 

doing it a level or two 

down from that upper 

scale dining experi-

ence. We’re doing it 

in a food truck. And 

that’s a little bit differ-

ent. But it’s all good. 

We know where we’re 

headed, and that’s 

what we’re focused 

on.”

The Louisiana Cooking feature on Desi Bourgeois 

includes a picture of the dish he will make during 

the six-course meal in Covington – chicken con fit 

(center, right).

Northside Church of Christ
We invite you to attend our special class-

es every Monday from 6-7 p.m., through 
Dec. 18. Come now, let us reason together, 
Isaiah 1:18. We shall explore several key 
issues in life. We hope to see you at 1804 
N. Trenton St., in Ruston. 

Alabama Presbyterian
Sunday School begins at 9:45 a.m. Sun-

day worship led by Dr. Allison F. Moody. 
There will be a Scripture reading from 
Exodus 5:1-23. Sermon title is, “Why Have 
You Done This?” Worship Service will 
begin at 11 a.m. There will be a Children’s 
moment led by Lee Lowery. Please join us 
in person or via Alabama Presbyterian 
Church Live Facebook page.

Emmanuel Baptist Church
Join us for Bible Study at 9 a.m. and 

morning worship at 10:15 a.m. Our evening 
worship begins at 5 p.m. in the FLC. All 
services will be held in the Family Life 
Center while our sanctuary undergoes 
renovations.  

Our Wednesday night schedule for the 
Fall has begun. At 6 p.m. we have prayer 
meeting and Bible study for adults in 
the FLC; our mission organizations for 
children in the children’s building; and 
our youth meet in the youth room.  Col-
lege meets at 7 p.m. in the Coffee Table 
Room at the FLC.  Our senior adults will 
hold their monthly potluck luncheon this 
coming Thursday, Sept. 21, 11 a.m. in the 
FLC gym. Guest speaker is Natalie Wise.

CHURCH NEWS

www.grownandgrazed.com
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print the crossword puzzle.
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