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Sunny and windy with excessive heat

High this afternoon in upper 9o0s.
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Heat index values reaching near 115 today.
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Races shape up
as qualifying
continues

By Caleb Daniel
caleb@rustonleader.com

As announced last week, this
spring’s standardized test re-
sults showed the Lincoln Parish
School District was among the
top 10 in its percentage of stu-
dentsdemonstrating proficiency
in core subjects, as well as first
overall statewidein growingthat
number year to year.

This week we explore more
specifics shown in the results,
including some of the district’s

ment.

When it comes to measuring
student achievement, “profi-
ciency” is the goalpost.

Students demonstrate profi-
ciency in a subject if they score
in the top two categories on the
LEAP test. That’s Louisiana’s
measure for whether a student
hasmasteredthatyear’s content.

Whether in Lincoln Parish
or across the state or country, a
significantgaphaslongpersisted

Test scores data dive

Takeaways from Lincoln Parish LEAP results

strengthsand areasforimprove-

intestresults between white stu-

dents and Black students.

Race gap

Leader Staff Report

At least one more
Lincoln Parish Police
Jury race is in the
offing, and several
more incumbents are
now officially in the
running as candidate
qualifyingforthe Oct.
14 primary continues.

Here’s a list of the
qualifiersasof midaft-
ernoon Wednesday:

Lincoln Parish
Sheriff: Stephen Wil-
liams, no party, in-
cumbent.

Clerk of Court:
Linda Cook, no party,
incumbent.

Assessor:Billy Mac
McBride, Republican,
incumbent.

Coroner:Dr.James
Michael “Mike” Be-
lue, Independent, in-
cumbent.

Lincoln Parish Po-
lice Jury District 1:
Will Edwards, Inde-
pendent; Greg “Big
Coach” Williams,

cumbent.

Lincoln Parish Po-
lice Jury District 2:
Karen Ludley, Demo-
crat; Tommie Woods,
Republican. Incum-
bent Hazel Hunter is
not seeking reelec-
tion.

Lincoln Parish Po-
lice Jury District 3:
Dan Lord, Republi-
can.

Lincoln Parish Po-
lice Jury District 4:
T.J. Cranford, Repub-
lican, incumbent.

Lincoln Parish Po-
lice Jury District 5:
Logan Hunt, Repub-
lican, incumbent.

Lincoln Parish Po-
lice Jury District 6:
John C. Cole, Repub-
lican; Glenn Scriber,
Republican, incum-
bent.

Lincoln Parish Po-
lice Jury District 7:
Matthew Pullin, Rep-
bulican, incumbent.

Lincoln Parish Po-
lice Jury District 8:

Editor’s note: This is
the first of a three-part
series on local reaction
to the movie “Sound of
Freedom” by those who
work with trafficking
cases.

By Brian Trahan
editor@rustonleader.com

Lindsey Crawford
and Freedoml3 are on
the frontlines of hu-
man trafficking. They
live it day-in and day-
out. There is no script
or Hollywood director
when they house a re-
covering victim.

But when the staff
of Freedoml3 saw the
movie “Sound of Free-
dom,” it was a chance
for her and her staff to
see a global problem on
a big scale as opposed

Democrat; Theresa
Wyatt, Democrat, in-

See QUALIFYING, page 5

to their own frontline
experience.

“I was actually hesi-

tant to see the movie
at first,” Crawford, the
founderof Freedom13,a
Ruston-based ministry
that counsels traffick-
ingvictims and spreads
awareness.

“Ihonestly thoughtit
would be very difficult
to watch,” Crawford
added. “The stories we
deal with are different.
Seeing the movie al-
lowed me to see what
it looks like when it’s
played out on a large
scale.”

“Sound of Freedom”
is based on a true story
about Tim Ballard, a
former government
agent in the United
States who dedicated
his life post-career to
rescuing children from
sex traffickers on a
global scale.

Themoviecenterson

In2022the gapin Lincoln Par-
ish was 35 percentage points, as
55% of white students and just
20% of Black students scored as
proficient on their LEAP tests
that spring.

Thegapdistancedidn’tchange
this year, as proficiency in both
groups rose by five points —60%
among white students and 25%
among Black students.

See TEST SCORES, page 5

Exposing darkness of trafficking

Crawford believes ‘Sound of Freedom’ moves movie-goers

JIM CAVIEZEL

=KEFUUIY

BASED ON THE INCREDIBLE TRUE STORY

Poster courtesy of Angel Studios

See SOUND OF FREEDOM, page 5

“Sound of Freedom,” which is still showing at
Ruston’s Celebrity Theatres, exposes the darkness
of human trafficking on a global scale.

Police jury complies with new remote attendance law

By Caleb Daniel
caleb@rustonleader.com

In a dry meeting Tuesday
evening amidst qualifying for
election to the next jury term,
Lincoln Parish police jurors
were given a demonstration
of anewly adopted policy that
would allow citizens with dis-
abilitiestoparticipateinfuture
meetings remotely.

Anew act of the state Legis-

AROUND THE PARISH
Ruston sells used police
cars to Village of Simshoro

By Nancy Bergeron
nancy@rustonleader.com

Law enforcement in the
Village of Simsboro is get-
ting some much-needed
help from the City of Rus-
ton in the form of two used
police cars.

Ruston’s Board of Alder-
men on Monday agreed
to sell the 2015 Chevrolet
Tahoes to the village for
$500each. Police Chief Gene
Butler is thrilled.

“This will help us be-
causethestuff wehaveisall
outdated, and it’s breaking
down and costingusalot of
money that we don’t have,”
he said.

Only one of the village’s
three patrol cars is, as
Butler put it, “temporarily
operable,” but the 15-year-

lature that went into effect on
Aug. 1 requires local govern-
ments to adopt policies that
give anyone with a disability
recognized by the Americans
with Disabilities Act the op-
portunity to offer public com-
ments virtually.

Assistant Parish Admin-
istrator Kevin Klepzig and
Treasurer Michael Sutton
demonstrated how that would
work for the police jury, which

adopted its version of that
policy at Tuesday’s meeting.
Staff are already record-
ing meetings on the Zoom
platform. Now, citizens with
a disability can call the police
jury office at 318-251-5150 and
request a link to that Zoom
room for any upcoming meet-
ing. Citizens attending in
such a manner would have
their camera and microphone
disabled until the public com-

ment period, at which time
staff would unmute their
microphone only and allow
for comments under the same
rules as in-person comments.

A backup option should
Zoom fail or be inaccessible
to the citizen is for them to
call in to the conference room
telephone and be placed on
speaker phone.

The Lincoln Parish School
Board has also adopted its

own policy to comply with this
new law.

Another legislative change
also requires boards to have
a policy that would allow one
of its own members with a dis-
ability to participate and even
vote by remote means.

Administrator Courtney
Hall told jurorstheirversion of
that policy is still in the works
and wasn’treadyfor Tuesday’s
meeting.

old vehicle has transmis-
sion problems and no air
conditioning.

“It’s falling down, that’s
allthereistoit,” Butlersaid.

The Tahoes, each with
slightly more than 41,000
miles on them, were going
to be sold at auction, then
Simsboro contacted Ruston
asking about possible used
vehicles it wanted to sell.

Mayor Ronny Walker
called the pending sale
a “neighbor-to-neighbor
swap.”

“It’sgood for the city and
good for Lincoln Parish,”
he said.

Butler said the Ruston
cars should carry his de-
partment another four to
five years.

“It’s really a blessing,”
he said.

Leader photo by Cathi Cox-Boniol

Environmental Extravaganza at Tech

Region 8 LaSTEM campers focused on environmental themes and how human impact
affects the world around them this week as part of the STEMpede summer. Grey Cumbie
explores “Where in the World is the Water?” The week was a great way to bring Summer
STEMpede 2023 to an exciting conclusion while helping students see themselves as
agents for change. See more photos on page 3.
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ASK
THE
DOCTORS

Elizabeth Ko
MD
&
Eve Glazier
MD, MBA

Fire ants need
professional
mitigation measures

Hello, dear readers, and welcome back to
our monthly letters column. With our inbox-
es still overflowing, we’ll get right down to
business.

— We received a lot of letters in response
to a column about fire ants and their pain-
ful bites. The mail came from all parts of the
country, which shows how far these aggres-
sive insects have spread. For managing pain
from a sting, several readers swear by a first-
aid device designed specifically for bug bites.
It’s widely available online and at big-box re-
tail stores. “It’s a suction cup that you use on
each individual bite or sting to suck out the
venom, reducing the effects,” a reader said.
“We use it on fire ant bites, and it works on
mosquitoes, too!”

— Also on the topic of fire ants, a reader
from Vero Beach, Florida, was repeatedly
swarmed and stung while helping her hus-
band in their garden. “One time, I was on
the concrete sidewalk, not even touching
any dirt, and I had the same results,” she
wrote. “You need professional help to eradi-
cate them. If you just get them to move out
of your yard, you're sending them to your
neighbors.

Fire ants are swift, invasive and danger-
ous. You can be bitten before you ever see
them.” Her advice echoes that of several
other readers, who say they needed profes-
sional intervention to make their yards safe
for children, pets and themselves.

— A reader who wants to follow the advice
to take a brisk walk every day wonders what
that entails. “I am 80 years old and walk twice
a day for 20 to 30 minutes,” they wrote. “The
advice I hear almost always says to walk
briskly. But how fast is brisk?” While brisk
sounds as though it has to do with speed, the
goal is actually a specific level of exertion.
This can be evaluated by breath capacity.

A brisk pace means you can manage the
short sentences of a chat, but the sustained
outflow of breath needed for singing would
not be possible. When the pace needed for a
brisk walk isn’t possible due to physical lim-
itations, carrying light weights, adding arm
movements or choosing a path with a slight
incline can increase intensity. It’s wise to
check with your health care provider about
any changes you plan to make to your exist-
ing exercise routine.

— A column that referenced a pill-based
colonoscopy prep also got a lot of mail. “Is
it true there’s a colonoscopy prep pill?” a
reader asked. “FDA approved?” The answer
to both questions is yes.

The FDA approved the first tablet for colo-
noscopy prep in November 2020. Known as
SUTAB, it’s an alternative for some people
who can’t use liquid colonoscopy prep solu-
tions. It’s not right for everyone, and it can
have side effects. Your doctor can advise you
if it may be an option.

Thank you, as always, for your letters. We
love hearing your thoughts, are grateful for
your kind words and are thrilled to know
these columns engage you, and even help.

Elizabeth Ko, M.D., is an internist and as-
sistant professor of medicine at UCLA Health.
Eve Glazier, M.D., MBA, is an internist and
associate professor of medicine at UCLA
Health. Send your questions to askthedoc-
tors@mednet.ucla.edu.

No two students are the same.
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illustrate to children that their

Some students may love to read
and naturally gravitate toward

English class, while others
may be fascinated by the world
around them and find nothing
stokes their academic passions
quite like the study of physics.

A passion for a given subject
can make students more excited
about school. But what about
students with a passion for
art? Many school districts have
drastically cut back on fine arts
classes.

In the face of budget cuts,
parents may need to take a more
active role in support of their
children’s passion for art. The
following are some ways parents
can encourage that passion.

« Recognize the educational
value of art. PBS notes that cre-
ative activities are some of the
building blocks of child devel-
opment. While schools may be
shifting their focus to common
core subjects like mathematics,
parents should recognize that
art can be incredibly valuable to
young minds as well. For exam-
ple, art can help young children

develop language skills, as cre-
ating art projects, even while
just a toddler, often compels
children to talk about their art.

In addition, a recent re-
port from Americans for the
Arts found that art education

interest in the arts is important
and worthy of exploration.

» Keep supplies well-stocked.
Much like parents of young
athletes enroll them in sports
leagues or purchase the latest

strengthens problem- equipment parents
solving and critical- of chil’dren with a
thinking  skills. - .

If parents rec- A passion passion fOI;i ?llrt
ognize the . . can Inaulge
malleag  for a given subject JEnNIE—
students are = = by enrolling

more likely
to follow suit
and reap all
the rewards that
art education pro-
vides.

« Allow children the
freedom to create. While tech-
nique is important for artists,
young artists can benefit from
some space. Other subjects are
necessarily structured, but art
sessions can be a great time for
kids to simply explore their cre-
ativity without much interfer-
ence from parents or educators.

A designated room for arts,
including arts and crafts, can

= can make students =
more excited about
school

mn

them in local
art classes and
keeping them
well-stocked
with art supplies.
Even if the supplies are
as simple as crayons and con-
struction paper, their availabil-
ity can send kids the message
that their passion for art is not
taken lightly.

The arts can benefit students
in myriad ways.

If local school districts no lon-
ger offer art programs, it’s up to
parents to find ways to encour-
age their children’s love of art.

CELEBRATIONS
BIRTHDAYS  August17
Alfreda Spencer

August 9 August 18

Tony Weaver Delphine Lewis
Aungst 10 Lettie Smith

Shirley Modest Rev. Paul Love
August.l 3 o Willie Davis, 79 yrs.

Debbie Williams August 19

Larry Simonton Ada Joseph

Sammie Singleton Stanley Williams

Bobby Williams, Sr. Valerie Hudson
August 14 . August 22

Yolanda Wilson LaQuisha Weaver Mc-

Shamik’a Hill Glothen
August 15 August 24

William J. Rutledge, Argusta Wilson
96 yrs.

Brydon Hagger, 20 yrs. To have a celebration pub-
August 16 lished call 255-4353 at least

Brenda Matthew, 16 yrs. three days prior

Tips to get your student prepped for college entrance exams

A lot of emphasis
is placed on college
entrance exams, and
your child may be anx-
ious about their scores.
To adequately prepare
for the SAT or ACT,
consider these tips:

« Practice, prac-
tice, practice: En-
courage your student
to take free online
practice tests early and
often. Not only is this
an effective way to get
familiar with the types
of questions that will
be on the test, it can
give your child a sense
of where they stand
currently and help
them identify areas
where they may need
some extra review.

e Build vocabu-
lary: Getting familiar
with some of the more
frequently used words
on the test is impor-
tant.

Select a few words to
master each day with
flash cards. Hopefully,
students will start to

see etymological pat-
terns that will help
them make educated
guesses when they
don’t know a word.

» Take a break: It’s
tempting to assume a
last-minute study ses-
sion the evening be-
fore the exam is going
to make or break their
performance, but a
mental breather is ac-
tually a better use of
time. Urge your child
to get a good night’s
sleep not just the night
before the test, but that
entire week.

Pre-test jitters may
lead to insomnia, but
having a solid founda-
tion of rest will help
ensure your student is
alert on test day. The
morning of the test,
encourage them to eat
a healthy, filling break-
fast and do activities
that will warm up their
brain, such as reading
a book or solving a
crossword puzzle.

Sufficient prepara-

tion and great study student walks into
tools can alleviate col- their testing cen-
lege entrance exam ter with confidence.
anxieties so that your (StatePoint)

COMING TO THE DIXIE!
Saturday, August 12, 7pm
Stephanie Trick & Paolo Alderighi
Pioneers in the use of four

hands piano in ja@,@%
= 4 2

L —

WWW.DIXIECENTER.ORG


www.dixiecenter.org
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STEMpede Gamp wraps up at Tech

Leader photos by Cathi Cox-Boniol

The SCILS Region 8 LaSTEM Team closed out a full “STEMpede” of summer of STEM camps with its “Environmental Extravaganza!” experience this
week. Using technology, literature, robots, engineering design and every day materials, students explored activities such as “A Plume Mystery,” “Diving
into Deadly Waters,” “Beads, Bugs and Bioassessment,” and “Tasty Water.” Alexander Moore and Mia Le (right) evaluate the results of the “Point and

Nonpoint Pollution” experience while Kinzee Williams and Abigail Williams (left) test contaminated soil during “The pH Pucker.”

Louisiana National Guard Patrlot Scholarshlp now in effect

By Sgt. David Kirtland
National Guard Public Affairs

NEW ORLEANS -
HouseBill485,sponsored
by Rep. KenBrass, which
created the Louisiana
National Guard Patriot
Scholarship Program,
was signed into law by
Gov. John Bel Edwards
in June and went into
effect this month.

The Louisiana Na-
tional Guard Patriot
Scholarship Program,
which is used in con-
junction with the Loui-
siana State Tuition
Exemption Program,
will cover the cost of
rising mandatory fees
of Louisiana public
postsecondary educa-
tion institutions.

“It’s historical. It
has never been done
in Louisiana National
Guard history. This bill
essentially gives our
Louisiana Guardsmen
and women the ability
to graduate from any
state funded under-
graduate program debt
free,” said Leonard

Acker, Louisiana Na-
tional Guard Deputy
Education Services Of-
ficer.

All Louisiana Army
and Air National Guard
service members are
eligible for the Patriot
Scholarship.

To enroll in the pro-
gram, LANG service
members must be a
member of good stand-
ing with the LANG, eli-
giblefor STEP and have

not used the Patriot
Scholarship for more
than 12 semesters or 16
quarters.

“Essentially, the Pa-
triot Scholarship works
in conjunction with
STEP which allows
Louisiana Guardsmen
and women to get an
education tuition free.
Additionally, it pays
for the expensive man-
datory fees associated
with post-secondary

education,” said Acker.

The average un-
dergraduate tuition
and fees are $8,560 for
in-state students and
$16,008 for out-of-state
students.

The 2022-2023 under-
graduate tuition and
fees of colleges in Loui-
sianahaveincreased by
1.25% compared to the
previous year.

“Adding this educa-
tion accessibility will

give service members
access to skills and
education that will ab-
solutely enhance their
career competency in
their military service,
but more importantly,
their civilian careers,”
said Acker.

To use this benefit,
the process is similar
to STEP. All participat-
ing schools will have a
list of service members
eligible for STEP and

Photo by Sgt. David Kirtland

Maj. Gen. Keith Waddell (fifth from left), the adjutant general of Louisiana, Gov. John Bel Edwards (center), Rep. Ken Brass,
D-Vacherie and other LANG leadership at the signing of House Bill 485 which created the Louisiana National Guard Patriot Schol-
arship to cover mandatory fees for Guardsmen and women attending state-funded postsecondary education institutions at the
state capitol in Baton Rouge in late July.

the Patriot Scholarship.
Service members
who are not on the list,
can contact the LANG
Education Services Of-
fice whowill assist with
provingtheireligibility
to their desired school.
Moreinformationre-
garding the Louisiana
National Guard Patriot
Scholarship Program
can befound at https://
keauxguard.la.gov/pal-
triot-scholarship.

Nagasaki mayor urging to abolish nuclear weapons on 78th anniversary of bomb

TOKYO (AP) — Na-
gasaki marked the 78th
anniversary of the U.S.
atomic bombing of the
city Wednesday with
the mayor urging world
powers to abolish nu-
clear weapons, saying
nuclear deterrence also
increasesrisksof nucle-
ar war.

Shiro Suzuki made
the remark after the

Group of Seven indus-
trial powers adopted a
separate document on
nuclear disarmament
in May that called for
using nuclear weapons
as deterrence.

“Now is the time to
show courage and make
the decision to break
free from dependence
onnuclear deterrence,”
Nagasaki Mayor Shiro

Suzuki said in his peace
declaration Wednesday,
“As long as states are
dependent on nuclear
deterrence, we cannot
realize a world without
nuclear weapons.”
Russia’s nuclear
threat has encouraged
other nuclear states to
accelerate their depen-
dence on nuclear weap-
ons orenhance capabili-

ties, further increasing
the risk of nuclear war,
and that Russia is not
the only one represent-
ing the risk of nuclear
deterrence, Suzukisaid.

The United States
dropped the world’sfirst
atomic bomb on Hiro-
shima on Aug. 6, 1945,
destroying the city and
killing 140,000 people. A
second attack threedays

Single ticket wins $1.58 billion Mega Millions jackpot

NEPTUNE BEACH,
Fla. (AP) — A single
ticket sold in Florida is
good for a $1.58 billion
Mega Millions jackpot,
ending weeks of antici-
pation over who would
win the eye-popping top
prize.

APublix grocery store
in Neptune Beach sold
the winning ticket, ac-
cording to the Florida
Lottery. The winning
numbersdrawn Tuesday
night were 13, 19, 20, 32,
33 and the yellow ball 14.

James F. Davis, sec-
retary of the Florida
Lottery, said Wednesday
that officials don’t yet
know who bought the
winning ticket. Henoted
that the person has 180
daystopresenttheticket
tolottery officials in Tal-
lahassee to receive the
winnings.

“These individuals
are going to perhaps

contact a lawyer, con-
tact a financial adviser
and make sure they get
their ducks in a row,”
Davis told The Associ-
ated Press. “Because as
you know when you are
a winner you have an
opportunity to be able to
make such a difference
in so many individual
lives.”

Davis was in Iowa on
Wednesday for ameeting
of the Multi-State Lot-
tery Association.

“I actually walked
into the meeting room
and everyone proceeded
to start clapping, which
was pretty exciting and
exhilarating all at the
same time,” he said.

Davis said he had
been holding out hope
that Florida would get
a big winner in one of
the multi-state lottery
games, such as Mega
Millions and Powerball.

“T’ll just tell you the
last two winners of the
Powerball have been
in California, and I've
been keeping my fingers
crossed for the next win-
nertobehereinthestate
of Florida,” he said.

One Publix grocery
employee arriving for
work at the Neptune

( ’ Antiques and More! y ___;_.7'

318.323.0090
323 Trenton St. West Monroe, LA
Hours: Tue-Sat 10-5

Beach store saw another
and said “Mary, did you
win the billion dollars?”

“Nope, and I assume
you didn’t, either,” re-
plied the other.

A message was left
Wednesday seeking com-
ment from Publix about
the ticket sold in Nep-
tune Beach.

Rock & Roll
Soundtracks

later on Nagasaki killed
70,000 more people. Ja-
pan surrendered on
Aug. 15, ending World
War II and its nearly
half-century of aggres-
sion in Asia.

At11:02 a.m., the mo-
ment the bomb explod-
ed above the southern

COME CELEBRATE LOUISIANA'S OLDEST
CHARTERED HARVEST FESTIVAL

88TH
LOUISIANA
SHRIMP & PETROLEUM
FESTIVAL

AUGUST 31ST - SEPTEMBER 4TH

LABOR DAY
WEEKEND

Japanese city, partici-
pants at the ceremony
observed a moment of
silence with the sound
of a peace bell.

Suzuki expressed
concern about the trag-
edy being forgotten as
time passed and memo-
ries fade.
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TUFF TALK

When America
was at its best in
the Middle East

I can’t believe it’s been 34
years. Occasionally events
happen in our lives that are so
indelible in one’s mind that the
eventremainscrystal clear over
the years. So vivid are these
memories that they feel as if
they happened only yesterday.

Formeoneof theseoccasions
was the invasion of Kuwait by
Irag—aneventthat eventually
changed the face of the Middle
East and ultimately revamped
the politics of the world. I can’t
believe it has been over three
decades. In the summer of 1989
I was returning to my job with
Aramco in Saudi Arabia.

My family was driving me to
Shreveport to catch my flight.
Aswedrove past therace track
the news on the radio detailed
negotiations between Iraq and
Kuwait being hosted by Saudi
Arabia in the Red Sea city of
Jeddah.

Iraq wanted reimbursement
for oil it claimed Kuwait had
taken from an oil field that
straddled the Iraqi/Kuwaiti
border, plus it wanted more
of the physical oil field. I was
surprised ,as Kuwait had just
bankrolledIraqinitsdisastrous

the best nonbiased news in the
region. It was that broadcast
that announced that the talks
between Iraq and Iran had col-
lapsed, both delegations had left
Jeddah and there wereno plans
scheduled for future talks.

I thought how apropos this
was. Saudi Arabia had origi-
nally glossed over the real is-
sue. Then the announcement
came that troops were moving
toward the Kuwaiti border.
“Saber rattling,” I thought.
After all Kuwait had done so
much for Iraq. I drifted off to
sleep and the BBC went off the
air at mid-night. At six in the
morning of Aug. 2, BBC came
on the air with its traditional
trumpet blowing followed by
“this is London.” That was fol-
lowed with the announcement
thatallnews programming was
cancelled to cover the invasion
of Kuwait by Iraq. We were at
war. This was one of America’s
finesthoursasthe United States
led a coalition that ultimately
removed Iraq from Kuwait.

Over time and several other
wars Iraq would throw off the
yoke of Hussein which led to
a splintered country that saw

war with Iran plus

the rise and fall of

provided a forward
observation base on
its island of Falaka.
Five days later and
I would be eating
dinner at the com-
pany’s restaurant in
Abqgaiq with three
Britishfriends. It was
a Wednesday, and the
work week was over.

Muslim world is the same as
Friday in the Western world.
Inthe evening the temperature
dropped with thesunand it was
a pleasant upper 80s.

Therestaurant was pleasant,
clean and served meals cafete-
ria style. Following conversa-
tionanddinnerIreturnedtomy
small apartment to settle into
a cool evening and escape the
incessant 110-plus degree heat
of the day. Normally I would
not watch the Saudi Arabnews,
but for some reason I thought I
would turn it on this night.

The news was usually slant-
ed and always negative toward
Israel, which could not be men-
tioned by name but was instead
referred to as occupied Pales-
tine. But on the evening of Aug.
1, one news item caught my at-
tention. The talks between Iraq
and Kuwait that were hosted by
Saudi Arabia had ended.

The news cast said that
there was no negotiated settle-
ment; however, both countries
had agreed to meet at a future
time. About an hour later I
went upstairs and laid down
on the cool bed and thought of
home. I tuned on the British
Broadcasting Company, BBC,
radio station to catch the news.
American Armed Forces radio
was not available and the Voice
of America was very difficult
to find so the BBC provided

Tuffy Fields
Wednesday in the -————— hundreds of thou-

ISIS. The Arabspring
came forth and saw
democracy launch in
several countries.
Libya fell, Qha-
dafi was executed as
America led from
behind and the coun-
try is still in chaos at
times. Syrialaunched
a civil war that killed

sands of civilians and pro-
duced a migration problem in
Europe of Biblical proportion.
The world would never be the
same. I can’t believe it’s been
34 years.

If this happens again the
young men and women that
make up the fighting force of
the United States are ready,
willing and able to confront an
immoral enemy.

This real question is if the
senior command is able to lead
this fine group of volunteers.
Do we have a Colin Powell, a
Norman Schwarzkopf,a Chuck
Horner, a Walter Boomer and a
Ray Smith?

These men were the true
leaders of Desert Storm and
each one was mission focused.
They ensured their men and
women were ready for war and
it was proven six months after
they landed in Saudi.

Today many of the leaders
seem to be more focused to
deliver a politically correct
military than one that is ready
for combat. Let us hope that
the military we had in the past
will be the inspiration for the
military of the future.

God Bless Americaand Pray
for the Ukraine.

Tuffy Fields may bereached
by emailing thelouisianaex-
plorer@yahoo.com.
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Politics in Trump indictments?

It is sometimes said that
the prosecutions of former
President Donald Trump
are “backfiring” on Demo-
crats. That is, instead of
lowering Trump’s political
support, they are raising it.
That is indeed happening
among Republicans and
some independents.

ButmanyDemocratsstill
hope the cumulative weight
of multiple indictments
— there will soon be four,
when the Georgia case is
added to the New York case
and the two federal cases —
will make it impossible for
Trump to win the general
election.

Thatis why there seemed
to be a mini panic recently
when a number of political
observers pointed out that,
in spite of everything that
has happened, Trump not
only has a very

politically motivated. And
then 24% said they were
equally concerned by both.
There were differences
among groups. More men
than women were con-
cerned that the charges
are politically motivated.
People under 45 were more
concerned about Trump’s
actions, while people over
45 were more concerned
about political motivation.
White people were more
concerned about political
motivation, while Black
people and Hispanic people
were more concerned about
Trump’s actions (although
large numbers of the latter
two groups, 38% of Black
people and 35% of Hispanic
people, said they were equal-
ly concerned about both).
The bottom line is that
many, many people see the
Trump prosecu-

good chance of
winning the Re-
publican nomi-
nation — he also
has a reasonable
chance of win-
ning the presi-
dency again.

In any event,
it is absolutely
clear to all in-

Byron York

tions as political-
lymotivated. That
does not mean
they deny any
Trump culpabil-
ity. They just also
see the obvious
fact that the pros-
ecutions have a
large political
component. They

volved that the
indictments, filed by an
elected Democratic district
attorney in New York City,
by the Biden Justice De-
partment, and soon by an
elected Democratic district
attorney in Fulton County,
Georgia, will influence the
2024 presidential campaign.
People can debate whether
that is the intention, or
part of the intention, of the
prosecutions. But there is
no doubt that the cases will
affect the campaign.

That is where a new poll
from CBS Newsand YouGov
comes in. The survey asked
this question: “Which con-
cerns you more right now:
1) That Donald Trump tried
to overturn a presidential
election, [or] 2) That the
charges and indictment
against Donald Trump are
politically motivated, [or]
3) Both.”

About 38% said they were
moreconcernedthat Trump
tried to overturn an elec-
tion. And then a precisely
equalnumber—38% —said
they were more concerned
that the charges and indict-
ment against Trump are

then believe, or
suspect, that an action so
clearly political might have
a political motive behind it.

That could be leading
many Americans to dis-
count, and perhaps ulti-
matelyignore, thenewsthey
hearabouteachnew Trump
indictment. A new report
from Axios notes that, “The
public’s attention to former
President Trump’s legal
drama has declined with
each subsequent indict-
ment.”

That is, perhaps, the
world’s least surprising
news. It’s just human na-
ture that when somethingis
repeated over and over, we
becomeless attuned to each
new repetition. Especially
when we think atleast some
of it is just politics.

That could be enormous-
lyfrustratingtothose Demo-
crats most determined to
remove Trump from the
American political scene.
In a recent appearance on
MSNBC, the historianDoris
Kearns Goodwin expressed
bewilderment that Republi-
can leaders have not aban-
doned Trump. If that does

not change by next year,
Goodwinsaid, thenthe only
solution will be “organizing
the country at all the levels
so that [Trump] cannot
win that election.” It is not
entirely clear what that
meant. In any event, here
is how Goodwin addressed
continuing GOP support for
Trump:

“It’sstillsohardtoaccept
that. I thought after Jan. 6,
when you saw McConnell
speak, when you saw Mc-
Carthy speak, that that was
going to be the beginning
of the leadership turning
againsthim. And then some-
how, somehow it has not
happened. And it can’t just
be afew of them. And we’ve
got to figure out, when is
that going to happen, when
is that going to break. And
maybe the more this thing
becomes clear what was
done, you’ve got to believe
that rational thought will
come back in the minds
of some of these people.
But if not, then it’s going
to take the overwhelming
organization ... organizing
the country at all the levels
so that he cannot win that
election. If the party will
notdepartfromhim, thenhe
has to be defeated, and the
party has to be defeated.”

One does not have to lis-
ten too closely to hear the
frustration in those words.
Some Democrats argue
that all this will change
when the trials begin. “The
audience will come roar-
ing back, I would predict,
as soon as major trials are
underway and verdicts are
closetobeingrendered,” an
NYU professor told Axios.
With renewed interest, the
thinking goes, there will
be renewed opposition to
Trump as he is presumably
found guilty of the various
charges against him.

Maybe that will happen.
Maybe it will not. But the
fundamental fact remains:
Millions of Americans see
the Trump indictments as
at least partially politically
motivated.

It is highly unlikely that
the partisan Democrats and
the Biden administration
behind the prosecutions will
ever changethat perception.

Byron York is chief po-
litical correspondent for The
Washington Examiner.
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Today is the 222nd day of 2023 and the
51st day of summer.

TODAY’SHISTORY:In 1821, Missouri was
admitted as the 24th U.S. state.

In 1949, President Harry S. Truman
signed the National Security Act Amend-
ments of 1949, which established a con-
solidated Department of Defense.

In1977, postal employee David Berkow-
itz of Yonkers, New York, was arrested for
the “Son of Sam” killings that left six dead.

In 2006, British authorities arrested 24
people suspected of plotting attacks on
airplanes with liquid bombs smuggled in
shampoo and water bottles.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS: Herbert Hoover
(1874-1964), 31st U.S. president; Charles
Darrow (1889-1967), Monopoly game
inventor; Jack Haley (1897-1979), actor;
Jimmy Dean (1928-2010), singer/actor/
entrepreneur; Eddie Fisher (1928-2010),
singer; Rosanna Arquette (1959- ), actress;

Antonio Banderas (1960- ), actor; Suzanne
Collins (1962- ), author; Gus Johnson (1967-
), sportscaster; Justin Theroux (1971- ),
actor/screenwriter; Angie Harmon (1972- ),
actress; Kylie Jenner (1997-),TV personality.

TODAY’S FACT: The Smithsonian In-
stitution, officially chartered by Congress
on this day in 1846, estimates that about
99% of its collection is in storage rather
than on display.

TODAY’S SPORTS: In 1981, Pete Rose
got the 3,631st hit of his career, breaking
the National League record for career hits
held by Stan Musial.

TODAY’S QUOTE: “Being a politician is a
poor profession. Being a public servantis a
noble one.” — Herbert Hoover

TODAY’S NUMBER: $857.9 billion —
estimated Department of Defense budget
for the 2023 fiscal year.
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Wall

composite fell 1.2%.

Companies are continuing to re-
port better-than-expected profits for
the spring. Taser maker Axon En-
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terprise jumped following its report.
But more attention is on Thursday’s
inflation data, which investors hope
will give the Federal Reserve reason
to halt its hikes to interest rates.

A report on Thursday will offer
a big clue on how warranted those
hopes are. The U.S. government will
give the latest monthly update on
inflation that consumers are feeling
across the country, and economists
expect to see an acceleration to 3.3%
in July from 3% in June.

UNCOMMON BANKING
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» West Monroe -
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Such a reading would be down
sharply from its peak of more than
9% last summer, but economists say
the last bit of improvement to get
inflation down to the Fed’s 2% target
may be the toughest part.

Fed officials have said repeatedly
recently that their upcoming deci-
sions oninterestrates will depend on
what the data tells them, and they’ve
pointedtoreportsoninflation andthe
job market in particular.

“With risks turning increasingly
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treet ends lower ahea of new inflation report

NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks closed
lower as Wall Street waited for a
highly anticipated reportoninflation
that’s arriving the following day.

The S&P 500 lost 0.7% Wednesday,
and has now dropped six of the last
sevendays. The Dowlost 191 points, or
0.5%, after flippingbetween gainsand
losses through the day. The Nasdaq

two-sided, Fed officials are beginning
to shift the focus toward how long
to hold rates steady at sufficiently
restrictivelevels,” accordingtoecono-
mists at Deutsche Bank.

Areadingon Thursday that’smuch
worsethan expected couldraisefears
that the Fed’s job in battlinginflation
is far from done and that it may have
to keep hiking interest rates.

At the least, it could push the Fed
to keep rates high for longer than
expected.

This space could be yours

Advertise here on our

FINANCIAL PAGE

with an added value column!

Chris “Moose” Garriga,
Republican. Incumbent
Skip Russellis not seek-
ing reelection.
Lincoln Parish Po-
lice Jury District 9: Joe
Henderson, no party,
incumbent.
LincolnParish Police
Jury District 10: Gary
Wayne Baldwin, Demo-

TEST SCORES

crat; Milton Melton,
Democrat, incumbent.

Lincoln Parish Po-
lice Jury District 11:
Patsy Candler, Demo-
crat; Sharyon Mayfield,
Democrat, incumbent;
Diane Heard Richards,
Democrat.

Lincoln Parish Po-
lice Jury District 12:

continued from page 1

Annette Straughter,
Democrat, incumbent.

Senate District 39 (in-
cludes part of Lincoln
Parish): Jay Luneau,
Democrat, incumbent.

Senate District 33
(includes part of Lin-
coln Parish): Stewart
Cathey, Jr., Republi-
can, incumbent; Har-

publican.

bent.

vey “Ned” White, Re-

Senate District 35
(includes part of Lin-
coln Parish): Jay Mor-
ris, Republican,incum-

House District 11
(includes part of Lin-
coln Parish): Deandre
Alexander, Democrat;

lican, incumbent.

RayIvory, Sr.,noparty;
Rashid “Mon” Young,
Democrat. Incumbent
Rep. Patrick Jefferson
is term limited out and
cannotseekreelection.

House District12 (in-
cludes part of Lincoln
Parish): Christopher
“Chris” Turner, Repub-

Boardof Elementary
and Secondary Educa-
tion District 5 mem-
ber (includes Lincoln
Parish): Toby Brazzel,
Democrat; Lance Har-
ris, Republican. Incum-
bent Ashley Ellisis not
seeking reelection.

Qualifying ends at
4:30 p.m. today.

However, that five-point
jump for Black students was
thehighestin Louisianain that
subgroup.

“While we didn’t close the
gap, I think it’s great we have
both groups continuing to
grow,” Superintendent Ricky
Durrett said. “Anytime you’ve
got kids growing, that’s a posi-
tive.Ithink we’ll eventually see
the gap close.”

The schools with the big-
gest improvements among
Black students were Chou-
drant Elementary and Ruston
High, which both rose to 29%
proficiency in that population.
That’s a 10-point jump for CES
and an 8-point jump for RHS.

Officialssay they hopetosee
all groups continue to rise as
historically lower-performing
groups like Black students
rise at a faster rate, resulting
in smaller achievement gaps.

And they believe that will
come by addressing the aca-
demic needs of students on an
individuallevel, and by solidify-
ingliteracy at the earliest ages.

Gap in literacy vanishes

Durrett and his academic
team have frequently said one
of theiraimsistoshoreupread-
ingandotherinstructioninthe
lower elementary grades, with
the expectation that building
thatfoundation will yield better
results in higher grades over
timeasthose students getolder.

This past school year, not
only did the number of K-3
studentsreadingongradelevel
drastically increase, but for
the first time, white and Black
students are entirely equal in
that measure.

According to the results
of literacy screeners given in
the fall and then again in the
spring, students reading ap-
propriately well for their grade
level rose from 60% to 83%
across all populations.

Whitestudentsrose20points
from63% to83%.Black students
hit the same level by rising
faster, going up 25 points from
58% to 83%.

“We have no Black/white
achievement gap in K-3 read-
ing,” Chief Academic Officer

Dana Talley said. “It’s really
unbelievable — the first time
that’s happened. That’s going
to lead to narrowing the (pro-
ficiency) gap because we’ve got
those kids reading on grade
level.”

In addition, more than half
of the district’s K-3 students
with disabilities showed they
were reading on grade level
by the end of the year. That
number rose from 34% to 57%
throughout the school year.

Officials attribute these in-
creases to the district’s switch-
ing to and implementing an
American Reading Company
(ARC) curriculum for English
Language Arts and spending
the past few years training
teachersand academiccoaches
on the ins and outs of it.

Reading curriculum
pays dividends

This past year’s third grad-
ers were the first class to have
beentaughtunderthenew ARC
curriculumfromkindergarten
all the way up.

And they appear to show its
effectiveness, as 55.6% of those
students tested as proficient in
ELA this spring, up from45.2%
a year ago.

Third grade is the first year
of state testing. Statewide
trends show that in higher
grades, students score much
higher in ELA than in math-
ematics. But in that first year
of testing, third gradershistori-
cally do better in math.

That makes the big growth
in third grade ELA this time
around a rare and welcome
occurrence, officials say.

“These third graders were
the first ones that had ARC in
kindergarten through second
grade,” Talley said. “In third
grade we continued interven-
tions for kids reading below
grade level — any kid below
grade level on the literacy
screener, we’d provide inter-
vention.”

The ARC curriculum in-
cludes systematic instruction
inphonicstohelpwithreading,
aswellasmore complex conver-
sations between teachers and
studentsaboutthetextsthey’re

reading,aimedathelpingthem
prepare for how ELA classes
work in higher grades.

Meanwhile, across all age
groups the proportion of stu-
dents showing proficiency in
ELAinLincoln Parish was53%,
up six points from 2022.

The third graders were tied
for the strongest class in this
subject before high school.

The AEP effect

As reported last week, Lin-
coln Parish’s percentage of
students scoring as proficient
in core subjects rose by six
points from 37% to 43% —more
improvement than anywhere
else in the state.

One factor in that high
growth is the addition of stu-
dent test scores at A.E. Phillips
Laboratory School into the
school district’s overall figures.
This past school year was the
first time that’s been the case.

Located on the campus of
Louisiana Tech University,
AEP is a selective admissions
school for grades K-8 that
typically outperforms other
area schools in most academic
metrics.

In an apples-to-apples com-
parisonto2022testresults with-
out AEP factored in, Lincoln
Parish would have grown four
percentage points instead of
six, which would still have tied
for first place in growth across
the state, rather than standing
alone at the top.

While autonomous in many
ways, AEP’sstatefundingflows
through the school district,and
it receives professional devel-
opment and academic support
resourcesfromthelocal system
similarly to its other schools.

“They’ve always been under
us for everything other than
test scores,” Durrett said.
“Those are all Lincoln Par-
ish kids at that school. We've
signed an agreement that their
test scores would come under
us for three years.”

Some87% of AEP’sstudents
scored as proficient on their
LEAP tests this spring, an up-
tick of five pointsfromlast year.

The next highest Lincoln
Parish school was Choudrant

SOUND OF FREEDOM continued from page 1

High School at 56%.

School results

Here’s the full list of each
school’spercentage of students
scoring as proficient in core
subjects, with the increase or
decrease from 2022 in paren-
theses.

« A. E. Phillips — 87% (+5)

 Choudrant High — 56% (-4)

« Choudrant Elementary -
52% (+3)

* Ruston High — 47% (+6)

« Dubach School — 40% (+8)

 Ruston Elementary — 35%
(+4)

« Cypress Springs — 35% (+3)

« Simsboro High — 33% (-2)

» Ruston Junior High — 32%
(-2)

+ LA, Lewis — 25% (+0)

As the most improved in
the parish, look for a story on
Dubach School’s meteoric rise
over the past several years in
Friday’s edition of the Ruston
Daily Leader.

Ruston High was another
bright spot, boostingits overall
proficiency rate by six points,
but also seeing sizable gains in
various subgroups of students,
including Blacks students and
those with disablities.

As the largest school in the
parish, Durrettsaid the upward
trends there are a good sign.

“Trying to move something
with that many kids is hard, so
toseethatkind of growth there
is very encouraging,” Durrett
said. “Even while there’s still
places to work on.”

Among the various age
groups, the data is clear that
middle school is the lowest-
performing area.

Middle school

Acrossallparishschools, the
sixth grade and eighth grade
showed the lowest proficiency
rates in ELA this year, and
grades 6-8 were the lowest in
math.

The math dip is more se-
vere, as the seventh grade’s
35% proficiency rate and the
eighth grade’s 32% are at least
10 points lower than any non-
middle-school grade.

Individually, Ruston Junior
High and I.A. Lewis were the

lowest performing schools.

“Mathistheplace we'remost
concerned about (for middle
school),” Talley said. “We’ve
shifted to a new curriculum.
We're getting all middle school
teachers trained on the 15th.
In September, we’re training
administrators on how to sup-
port teachers. Then teachers
will come back in November
and January for follow-up
training.”

The data shows students
typically see a resurgence in
the high school courses that
receive standardized testing.

English I students showed
proficiency at a 61% clip this
spring, with English II right
behind at 60%, while Algebra
I soared from previous years
to 58% and Geometry trailed
at 45%.

Steps to reach goals

In the school district’s Stra-
tegicPlan, the original goal was
togetthepercentageof students
scoring as proficientin ELA up
to 55% by 2026.

Having nearly hit the goal at
53% in 2023, the academic team
has moved to a higher goal of
75% for 2026.

To keep pace, that means
next year’s objective is 62%.

“People will say, ‘OK, they
had growth, but is it good
enough?’” Talley said. “How
you determine that is you ask,
arethesetheright goalsfor2026,
and if they are, that means we
have to grow this much every
year. If we grow this much, we
can safely say, ‘Yeah, that was
good growth. We're on target.””

Other goals include raising
math proficiency to65% by 2026.
This year the rate improved by
six points to 44%, which is on
pace to reach the goal.

Thedistrict also hopesto see
95% of its K-3 students reading
on grade level by 2026.

“What I'm telling adminis-
tratorsis, now that we’re one of
the highestin the state in profi-
ciency,in ordertocontinuethat
trend, we've gottodigdown and
get to every single kid,” Talley
said. “What does this kid need
tomasterthis content, and how
dowemakesurethathappens?”

Ballard, played by Hollywood
veteran Jim Caviezel, and
his crusade to dismantle hu-
man trafficking rings and
save children from their
clutches. The movie, which
is still showing at Celebrity 8
Theatre in Ruston, also stars
Academy award winner Mira
Sorvino, Bill Camp, Cristal
Aparicio and Javier Godino.

Released by Angel Studios,
the epic drama began as an
obscure part of the summer
blockbuster schedule but
quickly grew into something

bigger and moreimportant. It
has now grossed more than
$165 million since its release
on July 4.

That places it seventh
among this summer’s movie
list, only behind such large
studio hits as “Barbie,” “Spi-
der-Man: Across the Spider-
Verse,” “Guardians of the
Galaxy Vol. 3,” “The Little
Mermaid,” “Oppenheimer,”
and “Indiana Jones and the
Dial of Destiny,” according
to Box Office Mojo.

How canamovie about hu-

man trafficking out-perform
blockbusters such as “Trans-
formers: Rise of the Beasts,”
“Mission Impossible — Dead
Reckoning Part One” and
“Fast X?”

“It’s a true story, and it
does have a happy ending.
I’ve had alot of people watch
the movie and then reach
out to comment,” Crawford
said regarding the emotional
reaction to the film. “I guess
people go into it not realizing
this exists. It really opens
people’s eyes and hearts.”

When Crawford finally
decided to see the movie,
she took her mother and her
12-year-old daughter with
her.

She wanted her daughter
to see the world she lives in
and how evil exists. But the
reason for taking her child
was two-fold.

“I also wanted her to see
whathermotherdoes,” Craw-
ford said. “You never know
if there is a spark in her that
desires to carry the torch.”

Subsequently, that also

sparked many conversations
between the two about traf-
ficking. Crawford also wanted
the public to know that the
movie does not contain vio-
lent scenes.

“Thereistheimplicationof
what happens to the victims,
but they don’t actually show
the violence,” she explained.

“Sound of Freedom” is
scheduled at Celebrity The-
atres Friday, Saturday and
Sunday with four showings
each day — noon, 3:15 p.m.,
6:30 p.m. and 9:40 p.m.
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By Matt Belinson
sports@rustonleader.com

Football season is
backinJackson Parish.

The Jonesboro-
Hodge football team
returnedtothepractice
field this week to start
fall camp, as the Tigers
look to respond from a
down 3-8seasonlastfall.

The Tigers, who lost
in the opening round
of the Division IV Non-
select playoffs to Lo-
gansport, return only
afew familiar faces this
season for head coach
Terrance Blankenship,
whoentershis11th sea-
son at the helm.

As J-Hodge took the
field for its third prac-
tice Wednesday morn-
ing, Blankenship was
ready to get another
look at his squad.

“It’s an exciting time
of year. It’s football,”
Blankenship said. “Re-
ally, we’re just tryingto
get the kids acclimated
tothe weatherandgetin
football mode. It’s good
to be back out here and
getthekidsouthereand
hopefully it comes with
some excitement this
fall I hope.”

As for the fall camp
storylines, there’s no
shortage with the Ti-
gers.

It all starts at quar-
terback, with sopho-
more Dakota Knox and
senior Symeon Malone
battling it out for the
startingjobahead of the
season opener against
General Trass on Sept.
1. For Blankenship,
the competition will be
decided once one of the
two shows consistent
passing ability and a
better read of the posi-

Louisiana Tech Sports

Peak Events, LLC
in partnership with
the Sugar Land Space
Cowboys announced
Tuesday the inaugural
Battle at the Ballpark,
a four-team baseball
tournament that will
include Louisiana Tech
along with Army West
Point, Air Force, and
Creighton.

The tournament will
take place March 1-3,
2024, at Constellation
Field in Sugar Land,
Texas, with a focus on
military appreciation.
Each team will face
one another in a round-
robin format with two
games played each day.

“Herein Sugar Land,
weare alwayslookingto
provide quality events
at Constellation Field,
and we are excited to
help put on a thrilling
tournament at our ball-
park,” said Space Cow-
boys General Manager
Tyler Stamm.

Tech will first take
on the Black Knights

QPORTS

HIGH SCHOOL FALL CAMP

Practice underway at Joneshoro-Hodge

Leader photo by Matt Belinson

The Jonesboro-Hodge football team started fall practice this week, as the
Tigers look to respond after a down year in 2022

tion. Last season, the
Tigershad astruggle to
find quarterback stabil-
ity, and Blankenship
said he’s not afraid to
wait as long as possible
before making a selec-
tion.

Knox played in 10
games last season,
throwing for 250 total
yards, 2 touchdowns,
and 1 interception on
55 passing attempts.
Malone, who played in
eight games, passed 50
timesfor190total yards,
2 touchdowns and 2
interceptions at a 30%
completion percentage.

The Tigers coughed
up a total of 20 turn-
overs as a team, com-
pared to 18 total offen-
sive touchdowns, last
season

“We got two quar-
terbacks right now and
trying to see which
one can separate him-
self,” Blankenship said.
“We'rejusttryingtoget
the offensetogetherand
figure out which one

and go from there.”

But for as much as
the Tigers want to hit
theresetbutton, there’s
no denying what they
have to make up for in
lost production.

J-Hodge lost 16 se-
niors from last season,
led by linebacker Xavier
Atkins-aone-time LSU
commitwhohasopened
hisrecruitmentbackup
with interest in Texas
A&M.

Atkins, a two time
All-State linebacker,
transferred to Summer
Creek High School in
Texas in the offseason
after putting up 121
tackles, 3 sacks, and
20 tackles for loss last
season. He was also the
team’s leading receiver
with 369 yards and 4
touchdowns.

On offense, every
player who caught a
touchdown last season
is gone.

Jason Blackburn is
the team’s returning
leading receiver with

COLLEGE BASEBALL

Diamond Dogs to play in Battle at the Ballpark

after his 2 catches for 22
yards last season.

Blankenship knows
his group has an uphill
climb, but is high on
incoming players in
the secondary and on
the defensive line who
could come in and con-
tribute.

As fall camp contin-
ues, Blankenship wants
his group to stay fo-
cused on getting better
and trust in the coach-
ing staff’s plan.

“Just trying to get
things turned back
around,” Blankenship
said. “We fell off last
year after 2021 and
hopefully we can pick
it back up.”

The Tigers will
play in a three-team
roundrobinscrimmage
against Glenbrook
Academy and Booker
T. Washington on Aug.
18 before playing St.
Frederick at the Bayou
Jamb on Aug. 26 at 11
a.m. at West Monroe
High School.

of Army West Point on
Friday, March1lat6p.m.

The Bulldogs will
then face the Bluejays
of Creighton on Sat-
urday, March 2, at 1
p.m. and then close out
the three-day event on
Sunday, March 3, at 4
p.m. versus the Falcons
of Air Force. Individual
reserved and general
admission day tickets
are available for pur-
chase with day tickets

including both games
played on the same
day. In addition, a gen-
eraladmission weekend
pass is also available.

The weekend pass
will allow general ad-
mission access to all
six games of the tour-
nament.

Tickets for the 2024
Battle at the Ballpark
start at just $15 a day
and are available now
at www.peak.evenis/]

BATB. Active and re-
tired military personnel
will have the opportuni-
ty toreceive half off day
passes for all ticketed
seating locations.

Military ID will be
required and tickets
must be purchased in
person at the Constel-
lation Field Box Office.

Streaming and
broadcast information
will be announced at a
later date.

Monahan: PGA Tour, Saudi deal on the right path

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Back
to full health, Commissioner Jay
Monahansaid Wednesday the PGA
Tour is on the right path to finalize
adeal with the Saudibackersof LIV
Golf and that whetherhe’sthebest
person tolead the tour will depend

on the results.

Monahan spoke publicly for the
firsttime since hereturned to work
July 17, having stepped away for
three weeks with whathedescribed

foot,” he said.

as anxiety that had been building
upovertime. Hesaid hisonlyregret
in a proposed business partner-
ship with Saudi Arabia’s national
wealthfundand the European tour
was keeping players in the dark.
“I put players on their back

Monahan was short on details
of the proposed agreement with
the media and players in his first
meeting with them on Tuesday

afternoon—mainly because nego-
tiations are ongoing. Tour officials
met with the Public Investment
Fund last weekend.
Hewasbullish that adeal would
getdone by the end of the year, and
that the PGA Tour is not consider-

ing any outside investors at the

moment. “Our focus is on nego-
tiating with PIF,” he said, adding
later that he was “determined to
get this right.”
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Louisiana Tech Sports

LouisianaTechred-
shirt sophomore run-
ning back Marquis
Crosby was named to
the 2023 Doak Walker
Award Watch List, the
PwC SMU Athletic
Forum announced
Wednesday. Presented
annually, the award
honors the nation’s
top college running
back.

Crosbyhad abreak-
outredshirtfreshman
season in 2022, rush-
ing for 918 total yards
and nine touchdowns
on 183 carries. The
Hattiesburg, Miss.,
product ranked sixth
nationally among
all freshmen in to-
tal rushing (918) and
fourth among C-USA
backs in yards per
rush (5.0).

Heeclipsed the cen-
tury mark in rushing
during four games,
highlighted by a 197-
yard rushing perfor-
mance during the
Dogs’ 52-17 win over
Stephen F. Austin on
Sept. 10. As a result
of Crosby’s efforts,
he earned honorable
mention Freshman
All-American Honors
from College Football
News following the
2022 season, becoming
just the fifth player in
program history to
achieve the honor.

The PwC SMU Ath-
letic Forum Board of
Directors will name
10 semifinalists in
November, and three
finalists, as voted on
by the Doak Walker

Photo courtesy of Louisiana Tech

Tech running back Marquis Crosby was

named to the watchlist for the Doak Walker

Award after rushing for 918 yards and 9 touch-
downs on 183 carries last season.

Crosby named
to Doak Walker
Award watchlist

Award National Se-
lection Committee,
will be announced in
November. The com-
mittee will cast a sec-
ond vote in December
to determine the re-
cipient. The National
Selection Committee
consists of past re-
cipients, former NFL
All-Pro and college
All-America running
backs, media mem-
bers, and selected spe-
cial representatives.
The 2023 Doak
Walker Award recipi-
ent will be announced
live on The Home De-
pot College Football
Awards.
Theawardisnamed
for SMU’s three-time
All-America running
back, Doak Walker.
It is the only major
collegiate award that
requires all candi-
datestobeingoodaca-
demicstandingand on
schedule to graduate
within one year of
other students of the
same classification.
Louisiana Tech will
play a fast, exciting
brand of football when
head coach Sonny
Cumbie’s Bulldogs
open the 2023 season
with an 8 p.m. C-USA
showdown against
FIU on Aug. 26 inside
Joe Aillet Stadium.
Season tickets for
the 2023 Louisiana
Tech football season
are on sale now. Fans
can purchase season
tickets online at LAT-
lechSports.com/tickl-
ets or by calling the
LA Tech Ticket Office
at (318) 257-3631.

ESPN strikes $1.5 billion deal
to jump into sports betting

(AP) — You know
ESPN the sports media
giant. Now brace your-
self for ESPN Bet, a re-
branding of an existing
sports-bettingappowned
by Penn Entertainment,
which is paying $1.5 bil-
lion plus other consid-
erations for exclusive
rightstothe ESPNname.

The deal, announced
Tuesday, could take Walt
Disney Co.-owned ESPN
into uncharted waters.
Disneyisfiercely protec-
tive of itsfamily-friendly
image, not typically as-
sociated with the world
of sports gambling.

Penn will operate
ESPN Bet, which ESPN

has agreed to promote
across its online and
broadcast platforms in
order to generate “maxi-
mum fan awareness” of
the app. ESPN Bet will
also have unspecified
“access” to ESPN talent,
the companies said.

Penn’s rights to the
ESPNbrand willinitially
run for a decade and
can be extended for an-
other decade by mutual
agreement. In addition
to the $1.5 billion licens-
ing deal, which will be
paid out over a decade,
Penn will also grant
ESPNrightsworthabout
$500 million to purchase
shares in Penn.
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Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS 38 Hidden
1 Mushroom microphone
part 40 Damon or
4 “There ought Dillon
to be — —1" 1 Mild pepper
8 Look S}_uffed into
12 Solemn fear olives
13 Big party 44 Gannet
14 Mata — 47 Brunch time
15 Do a 51 Part of QED

houschold jOb 52 Dlisreputable
place
16 ABA member Rocky hill

17 Discord 53 3
personified 54 Rave’s
18 Co-conspirator pariner
20 From this 55 s:)'i':g,n
time forward gk
21 Honeycomb 56 Audltﬂl‘_s
cell shape cret_:lentlal
2% Golden- — 57 Whlrlpool

i 58 Balmy
26 Edible tuber 59 and haw

27 Do something
wrong

30 Light show DOWN
feature 1 Scout’s base

32 Greek 2 Likea
goddess of missing Gl
the moon 3 Melon or

34 Falling star squash, e.g.

36 Philbin of TV 4 Die down

37 Cakes and — 5 Kind of paint
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6 Wide of the 11 — -en-scene
mark 19 Tom, Dick and
7 “How come?” Harry
& Quality of 20 Mr. Simpson
chrome 22 “Mow you're
bumpers cooking
9 Merit with —I"
10 Newscaster 23 Soul, in
— Sevareid Seville
24 Highlander

1 2 3 4 5 Ll T

Princely
Italian family

5 ] 0 11 25

27 Video game
maker

28 “What's — —
for mea?"”
Hothed

31 Batman’s

sidekick

39 Castor and

Pollux
41 Hamburger

serving
42 Original
43 Brought to
bay
44 Dried out
45 Toward the

mouth

48 Touch

down

48 Hankering
49 “No way,
Jose!”

50 Mass unit
52 A little slow
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Meeting the needs
of our readers!

We have reformaltted our comics

page to allow our readers to easily

print the crossword puzzle.
How to Primt:

Click the download link option
and save the PDF page to your
desktop and then select print.
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MAYBE SOMEDRAY U'LL FINALLY
GET WHAT [ PESERVE
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DOES IT BOTHER 4OU
THAT THE BIBLE DOESN'T
SPEAK VERY HIGHLY OF DOGS 7

e FIF GG

BUT I JUST TURN
THE OTHER MUZZLE!

I CAN'T BELIEVE
WE'RE TRAPPED ON
THIS ISLAND WITH- ‘3’2},5’830'[‘:_ /]
OUT ANY OF OUR
\  BELONGINGS.

NOT ENTIRELY

IBUY A0 12K

LAB 1S CONTAINED | THAT HELP ME®
IN AN EXPLOSICN-

MYPORTABLE | _HOW DOES
EVERYTHING
I BROUGHT
15 BURNED
10 A CRISP,

PROCF CASE.

The Born Loser

VHHAT'S INTHE NEWS?

YOU KNOW THE SUPERFOODS

(

4

Sewew, grownics comd he-bom-toser

Aetfchep

THAT HAVE BEEN ALL THE RAGEY?
_

PERHAPS I CAN
HELF . WERE ANY
OF YOUR THINGS
HIGHLY CORROSIVE
CHEMICALS™

UFs
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P WELL, NOW THEYVE COME UP
WITH SUPER-DUPER FOODS!
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IN THAT CASE, I CAN'T
REPLACE ANYTHING FOR 1]
YOU. ¥QU SHOULD HAYVE [

PACKED MORE HYDRO-
CHLORIC ACID.
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Horoscopes

FRIDAY,
AUGUST 11, 2023

Observation is your best
bet when dealing with unpre-
dictable situations. Control
your emotions and look for
choicesthatarelessstressful.
Maintenance will be neces-
saryasyounavigatefromone
position to the next. Change
may be inevitable, but how
you handle it can modify
the outcome in your favor if
you are moderate and target
what's necessary.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
-- Focus on what you must
do to protect yourself. Refuse
to let anyone talk you into
something that will burden
you. Surround yourself with
people who have your best
interests at heart.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22) -- Refuse to let anyone
decide for you. A take-charge
attitude will give you the mo-
mentum to recognize what's
best for you and follow your
plans. Base your actions on
facts, not emotions.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
-- Don't fold under pressure
or give in to someone who
tempts you. Kick back, take
a break and spend downtime
with someone who respects
and loves you for you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
22) -- When faced with aneed
for a quick decision, get the
facts and use common sense.
Procrastination will cause
regretandfriction with some-
one you love and respect.
Don't fear change.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-
Dec. 21) -- Pay attention to
how you feel and look; it will
help you remain the go-to
person in your circle. Refuse
to let anyone weasel their
way into your territory. Call
a spade a spade.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19)--Do something that
makes you feel good. Be the
one to start a movement that
draws awareness to a worthy
cause. Anissue someone has
willlead to controversy if you
don't act fast.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
19)--Letbygonesbe bygones,
and go about your business.
You'll achieve far more if you
do your own thing and offer
others the same right. Make
self-improvement and love
your priorities.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March
20) -- Give your all, and you'll
getyour way. An opportunity
that offers a stellar lifestyleis
apparent. Take the initiative
to line up those you want by
your side.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) -- Sign up for activities
that interest you, and social-
ize with people who share
your interests. A makeover
will make you stand out and
boost your morale. Love and
romance will enhance your
life.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) -- Someone will be mis-
leading if given the oppor-
tunity. Ask questions and
follow through when you
are confident that the out-
come will favor you. Protect
against situations that result
in health risks.

GEMINI (May 21-June
20) -- Listen to the infor-
mation you receive from
someone who has the inside
scoop, and it will help you
clear your head and divert
a costly mistake. Make self-
esteem and personal growth
your priorities.

CANCER (June 21-July
22) -- A change of plans may
not be welcome, but the out-
come will give you something
toconsider. Don'tactinhaste;
gooverevery detailand make
decisions based on facts.

WHY DOoNT Yoo
DROP THE ACT,
NATE ?
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TF YOU WANNA TRY
MY TRAMPOLINE,
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ME!
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TRAMPOLINE 7
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Find it.

Buy it.
Advertise It.
Sell it.

Ruston Daily Leader

Let us help you buy and sell your stuff.

030 HELP

WANTED

Top pay offered
Now accepting Ap-
plication for PT/FT.
Apply in person..
Ask for Monica at
U-Pak-It, Tech Dr.
at 1006 Tech Drive,
Ruston

SLEEP INN &
Suites is now ac-
cepting applications
for Housekeepers
and Front-Desk. Of-
fering TOP PAY.
Apply in person.
Ask for Michael.
106 S Service Rd.
E, Ruston.

102 HOMES

FOR SALE

TWO HOUSES
FOR SALE. $200K
each. 901 & 903
Cook St., Ruston.
1250 sf heated.
3BR/2bath. Walking
distance to Ruston
High School & La.
Tech and all sport-
ing events. Call
243-9490,

245-2497

Place your
classified ad
318-255-4353

L B |
140 STATEWIDE 140 STATEWIDE 140 STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

Looking to promote
your services or find
a new hire? Deliver
your classified mes-
sage statewide for
as little as $265 per
week through the
Louisiana Press As-
sociation’s Classified
Network. To learn
more, email advertis-

ing@I|apress.com or
call 225-344-9309.

Applying for Social
Security Disability
or Appealing a De-
nied Claim? Call Bill
Gordon & Assoc.
Our case managers
simplify the process
& work hard to help
with your case. Call

MobileHelp, Ameri-
ca’s Premier Mobile
Medical Alert Sys-
tem. Whether You're
Home or Away. For
Safety and Peace
of Mind. No Long
Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today!
1-855-411-0949

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May
Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and
mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Call
855-636-1667

1-844-883-2045 |

FREE Consultation.
Local Attorneys Na-
tionwide Mail: 2420
N StNW, Washington
DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Cov-
erage for 350 plus
procedures. Real
dental insurance -

NOT just a discount !

plan. Do notwait! Call
now! Get your FREE

Dental Information [%

Call Us Today! 318-255-4353

www.rustonleader.com
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by Luis Campos
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Feed Your Soul.

*Full Time M-F 8:30-5:00
*Law Office Experience Preferred

ILMP ZK JKGTPZ, JKG ZXP GPAZ K.J

ED ILJP. FBZ PSPH ZXKAP EKSLPFA
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) n r v ZPCRX EP ZXLHTA.” — GHZKHLK
Experience
. FCHYPGCA
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ExploreLouisiana.com
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318.254.8200
210 W. Florida Ave, Ruston, LA

Business & Services

DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business and Services Directory call 318-255-4353

» Careciving Service I  » Rooring B > Siume Revovil
ohnny’s

Give us a call for all your roofing problems
Chri Love Stump Removal
Clean Up and Top Soil Fill

318-245-6956 Johnny McConnell

Lakeen (BUCK) Tatum )
Odd Jobs * Free Estimates

Cell: (318) 548-5577
SIUMP

I > StoRace .

Store your stuff at

WESTSIDE
SELF STORAGE

Serving Ruston over 30 years!

Conveniently located near Tech Campus
821 W. California * (318) 255-8750

D> TREES .

CEASAR
TREE SERVICE

Tender Touch Svc. LLC

121 Sims St., Simsboro, LA 71275
ltendertouchserviceslic.com

LaTonya C. Jackson

Owner/Manager Insured/Bonded

318-737-6764

Michelle Hunter
Assistant Manager

318-436-9878

Elderly Care,
Meal Prep, Run Errands,
Light Housekeeping,

Companionship,
Honest & Dependable

D> CARPET SERVICES

S ) Senior Services N

DeepSTEAM
CARPET CLEANING

Premier Carpet & Rug Care e Since 1966

*kkk @ kkk

Senior

REMOVAL

°
FREE e Carpet, Rug & Upholstery Cleaning S
! Residentia ommercial Li d (bonded o | d,
e ~\Watr Do Retraon €IrviCes FOR FREE ESTIMATES CALL e ) R
Reliable gg:’;e‘:g’l':;i‘:;g‘:::";mem Hontal Li“COI“ Council James Stewart Alltype of Tree Work-Call For Free
Insured . Estimates
Jack Holder ¢ 318.255.2364 On Agmg 318-243-1009 318-768-2554 Ceasar McConnell Jr., Owner
616 S. Vienna St.  Ruston, LA 1000 Saratoga St. * Ruston, LA 71270 Cell: 278-4848
318-255-5070 www.rustonleader.com | 2595-7016 * Rusion, LA

> Home iMproveMEnTs
==WALDEN™

Residential Services, LLC

Roofing, Remodeling,
Handyman

Licensed ¢ Insured

318-761-2037

TERRY'S OUTLAW TREE SERVIGE

Licensed, Insured, Workman’s
Comp, & 24 Hour Service

#AR1259

Any Tree Removed,Stormwork,
Clean-up, & Haul

Serving Ruston, Farmerville,
& Surrounding Areas

Call Terry at 348-1501



www.tendertouchservicesllc.com
www.rustonleader.com
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www.rustonleader.com

CALHOUN RUSTON

GROCERIES GROCERIES

974 US-80 = Calhoun, LA = (318) 599-8041 2019 Farmerville Hwy. * Ruston, LA + (318) 202-3914
Seven Days A Week - Open 7 am to 10 pm Seven Days A Week » Open 7 am to 10 pm

PRICES VALID: August 9-15, 2023
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Famity Pack!
LISDA Sedect Bl

Boneless
Ribeye
Steaks

59?19

Frixh
Pork
Spare Ribs

2

Famity Packi
US04 Select Beel
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Small Leg
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Boneless Eye ,
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i‘ﬂ:i!ﬂ{; You Can Always Find Something You
- Want At Calhoun & Ruston Groceries!

LIMITS MAY APPLY * SUPPLIES BASED ON AVAILAEBILITY = NO RAINCHECKS
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| 28 or. Botthes Selected F 5. Bag i
| Gatorade Supreme Medium
i Sports Drin_k or Long Grain Rice

T2 Sadeer 1 52557 ar. Sakocted 15-15.5 oz Satocted

Kraft BBQ Pringles Trappey's Peas

Sauce Chips or ns

2/$3 $929 $139
0oz, Saudns Bottis 1502, Selocted 16 02, Sokoctd | 41 Pack Sekcted
Faed Club Fooed Club Pompeian Kraft Easy Mac or
Ketehup Chill Olive Ol Valveota Cups
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§o £t Soloctoa 15,506 0. Soleed Foed Clb | 776 02 sotocoa | 3oz piccormi
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Tortillas & Picgnlte Sauce e | Baking Mixes

79 - S et R 29
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e 2 |
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mperia
Spread ;?;%
$349
| e
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Internatienal Delight Tropicana

e - Coffee Creamer Juice
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GROCERY
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24 ph. .5 Itr. Botthes

Crystal Geyser
Spring Water

BTG 4 o Sl taed
Cheoz-It
Snacks

2f$7

-5 0. Seloctod Post
H
or

Ralsin Bran

2/%@

612 Roll Selected Fiora

Paper Towels
or Bath Tissue

BB or Sodec ted

Gualwr Instant

21"54
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Crossword Puzzle

TODAY’S ANSWERS

ACROSS 38 Hidden
1 Mushroom microphone
part 40 Damon or
4 “There ought Dillon
io be — —I" 41 Mild pepper
8 Look SE_uﬂed into
12 Solemn fear olives
13 Big party 44 Gannet
14 Mata — 47 Brunch time
15 Do a 51 Part of QED
household job 52 Dllsreputable
16 ABA member place
17 Discord 53 Flocky hill
personified 54 Rave’s
18 Co-conspiralor Ra”nel'
20 From this 55 p::'i'ggtn
time forward on |
21 Heoneycomb 56 Auditor's
cell shape cret_:lenllal
23 Golden- — 57 Whirlpool
26 Edible tuper 58 Balmy BB
27 Do something 59 — and haw
wrong & Wide of the
30 Light show DOWN mark
feature 1 Scout’s base 7 “How come?”
32 Greek 2 Like a 8 Quality of
goddess of missing Gl chrome
the moon 3 Melon or bumpers
34 Falling star squash, e.g. 9 Merit
36 Philbinof TV 4 Die down 10 Newscaster
37 Cakesand — 5 Kind of paint ~ Sevareid
[ C 5 |8 |7 ERE CI SN EE
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print the crossword puzzle.
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11 — -en-scene

19 Tom, Dick and

Harry

20 Mr. Simpson

22 “Now you're
cooking
with —f"

23 Soul, in
Seville

24 Highlander

25 Princely
Italian family

27 Video game
maker

28 “What's — —
for me?”

29 Hothed

31 Batman’s
sidekick

33 Dud

35 Demon —

39 Castor and
Pollux

41 Hamburger
serving

42 Original

43 Brought to
bay

44 Dried out

45 Toward the
mouth

46 Touch
down

48 Hankering

49 “No way,
Josel”

50 Mass unit

52 A little slow
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